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P a g a  4 t. A B O R 'A C T I O N  �UfjUSt 1 1 ,  1947 
' 

A CALL TO ACTION BY THE WORKERS PARTY 

Don't Pay M,ore Rentl -Fight Against EVictionsl· 
We herewith publish the opening sedion of a 

pamphlet on fighting the ren� _ increase and evic
tions, written by Irving Howe for the Workers 
Party. The pamphlet will appear soon, and will 
sell for five- cents. Orders may be sent in now. 

T
HIS is a call to acJ;ion. Every word fn this pam- • • phlet is _ intended as preparatii:m for action by 

tenants in the present crucial rent situation. Every 
word is meant as ammunition in the desperate • fight 
which American tenants have to wage against the land
lords' att�mpt to raise rents. In that spifit this pam
phlet . is written ; in the same spirit, we .hope, it will be 
read ; and most important of all, in the same spirit IT 
WILL LEAD TO TENANT ORGANIZATION AND 
ACTION ! 

What ,,,e have to say js very simple. We propose that 
t�nqnts·,get together and _organize on a ho!'se-to-house
basis. We propose that tenants refus6 to pay any more 
rent by taking a firm, united stan� agah,st the land• 
lords. And · that while they are doing· this, they also or
ganize t,o fight evictions in their neighborhood. 

To achieve this aim, we propose the following spe
cific steps : 

• ( 1 )  ·ORGANIZE THE ) TENANTS IN YOUR
HOUSE' OR BLOCK. Each house should have a ten
ants' committee, which represents t}le tenants as a
whole and is elected by all the tenants. This committee
• should serve as the· executi.ye_ organ of the tenants, lead
ing their fight. Tenant committees of the houses 'in a
given ne�gJ;iborhood should get together to coordinate
their work: and help each other�

( 2 )  The first point on the agenda of the tenants! 

committee should be a U NITED RESISTANCE TO ANY 
LANDli,ORD A.TTEMPT TO RAISE RENTS! Under the law, 
you don't have to pay -more rent . .  � unless you agree. 
And there's no reason to agree. As we wiil show later 
i� this pamphlet, . the landlords are making., UNPRECE-'.
DENTED · profits. To agree to rent increases is to give 
yourself a wage cut. Ag,ree in tenants' meetings +o re
fuse rent increases in a body. DON'T PAY MORE RENT! 

(3 ) There will unquestionably be a wave of land:.
lord attempts in the next few_ months to evict a great 
many tenants. They will use all sorts of pretexts-"ren
ovations," "need the place for themselves" a,nd other 
legal dodges allowed by the jelly-fish "rent control" bill 
recently passed by Congress and signed by the Presi
dent. IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, THIS WILL BE 
THE MAIN DANGER ! As soon as a landlord St?rves 

' an eviction notice, get y�tir tenants together ; try to· g�t 
the help of your neighbors and the neighborhood ten-
ants' organizati9n ; and get' busy. 

How to ,Fight Evictions 
(4) WIJ:AT TO DO IN CASE OF AN EVICTION

NOTICE !-Tenants should utilize all possible lega:l 
technicalities to 'fig-ht eviction moves. ( If court action 
is indicated, cheap legal aid can usually be had from 
local trade unions and tenan·t organi�atio'ns. )  But re
member that this. is a fight that has to be fought by the 
.tenants ther.is�ives ; it can't be. left in the hands of law
yers, even your lawyers. That means tenants threa�ened 
with · evicti-:.a must do the following : 

(a) USE MASS PRESSURE. ·  Run picket lines
aro�nd the house you live ih. or around the office of your 
landlord. If the landlord is a bank or an insurance com-� 

pany with offices in the main part of town-so much the 
better ; picket · those offices wh�re thousands of peop�e 
will see. LET THE PEOPLE KNOW THAT "X" IN
SURANCE COMP ANY OR '!Y" BANK OR "Z" REAL 
ESTATE COMPANY IS TRYING TO THROW TEN
ANTS OUT IN THE STREET ! 

(b) GET WIDE PUBLICITY. Newspapers are sen
sitive to the r�nt problem these days. Notify the papers 
that you're going to picket. Have attractive placards. 
Get wives and children out too ; they'.re affected as much 
as anyone. Use imagit1ative stunts that will be good 
for -pictures ; in New York City some veterans pitched 
pup tents in front of the landlords' offices . 

(c) GET POPULAR SUPPORT. Get all sorts of
organizations-trade unions, veterans' groups, neigli
borhood clubs-to support you. Let them make misera
_ble the fife of the 1andlord who ·wants to throw you out, 
by bombarding him with protests, petitions. In ·that 
way the landlord will know that he has the great mass 
of the population against 'him. And get these organiza
tions to join you · in your picketing. 

(d ) If the eviction procedure goes through, remem
lJer the United Auto, Workers Flying Squadrons plan in 
Detroit which promised to put back the furniture of 
any one who was evicted. That idea can be applied else
where. NO ONE SHOULD BE THROWN lNTO THE 
STREET ·JUST BECAUSE A LANDLORD WANTS 

• MORIE PROFIT !. 
Organize for ·an Offensiv�e! •

(5)  Tenant organization should 'wo1·k hand in glove 
with the labor movement of its city. Most tenants are 
themselves workers and union members. A jump in rent 
is the -same as a cut in wages. If the union fights agail�st 

�age cuts, it should fight against rent increases. Get 
the unions out to help you ; get them to se.t up housing 
committees for their city or area. ,The unions can and 
should be the bulwark of the tenan\s' fight. 

( 6 )  Don't only t�l<e defensive measu�es; organize for 
the offensive. Make a strict check 6n the services given 
you by your landlord. If any essential services are not 
provided, report him to your local Board of He�lth or 
Depar.tment of Housing or their local equivalent. You 
also have the right to request rent ·decreases from th� 
local Office of Rent Control in cases where services 
have been- .decreased. Be'' vigilant in defense of your 
rights. 

. ( 7 )  Tenant organizations' cannot concern them
selves only with local issues. So long as there' is no ade
quate, housing progi·am; there'll be a rent crisis. Toge-
• ther with trade unions, veteran gr1:>Ups an.d neighbor
hood clubs they should fight for such 'things as :

( a )  Local legislation to declare a, complete mora•
torium on evictions so long as there is a 1housing short
age.

( b )  Local or state legislation to impose air-ti9ht 
ceilings on rents. 

( c J  An adequate housing progr(!fll_ to relieve the 
present shortage. 

These, then, are a few of the things that have to be 
done immediately. Wherever there is _a branch of .the 
-Workers Party-a party of militant socialism which
fights for the rights of the workers and of all. the poor
-it stands ready and eager to help irt the rent fight.
That is why the Workers Party is publishing this pam-

, phlet. In many areas, the Workers Party and its mem
ber,s are already deep in the fight in behalf of tenants,. 

rights
_. 

Hangings and Deportations Highlig-ht PCJ,estine 
War Between British Imperialists and Jews 

. 
\ . . 

---- The Campaign in Detroit ------

Ex am in eS Record 
And Backing of By AL ·FINDLEY 

· The following three news items,
epitomizing the Jewish problem, ap-·
peared '-in the pi:ess on Wednesday, 
July 30: 

e NEWS ITEM: A large ,quantity of 
soap; manufactmed from the bodies 
of- Jewish concentration . camp vic
tim1, was -buried today in the Buko
vma .rewish cemeteries with ' religious 
r,ervices . . 
e News !tern: 4,500 Jews aboard 
three British deportation ships ar-. 
rived at French ports and refused to , 
land: They aeclare they ''will ·not 1 
lanp as long as they are ali-ve." 

• News Item: Britisq hang three Ir·
· gunists. Irgun announces it will han' g 
two British sergeants. 

To these items appearing on the 
same day. should be added au earlier 
one: "United States Congress ad• 
journs without action on the Stratton 

·om: which woµld allow some DPs to 
enter the U. S." 

t;MPIRF; VERSUS JEWS 
It is not hard to understand what 

is driving the· Jews to migrate to 
Palestine. The first ne,ws item would 
be' sufficient illustration. But to that 
is added the general decay and mis
ery of post-war capitalist and . Sta
linist Eur'opean society, plus the per
sistence and the continued growth of. 
anti-Semitism in Poland, Hungary 
and Ruroania. What would be hard 
to unders\and is that the J ewi; 
should choose to remain. To the Jew
ish DPs, the need for a new home 
is On!;! of life and deatb,. 

It Is this deep-ro!)ted feeling and 
need that the British Empire stifles. • 
Tlie disin1flgrating British Empire 
that once ruled the world now finds 
itself impotent as against its rivals, 
the American and Russian imperial
ists. Us colonial I empire is. falling
�part ln, India., Burma, etc. But there 
ts' still one gf.qup that the imperial
ists of Britain can dominate - the 
helpless J'ewlsh immigrants to Pal
estine. The ISritish Navy ram.med and 
boarded the Exodus 1947 outside 
Palestlnia.i territorial waters and put 

•the 4,500 refugees on three -small
ves11eis Ia.eking food, water and air, 
and shipped tlfem back to the hell 
they h�d escaped. No longer are the 
B{itlslJ 11at�fied with sending these 
refugees to the concentration camps, · 
of Cyl)rus, where they a:t least . ha_ve 
the consolation. of a limited, priority 
in •iJmisslon to Palestine. This time 
the Foreign Office has set out t-o show 
those "d-n Jews" who rules the 
waves. Back they go to the port of 
embarka.iion-France. . . 

Some Jewish journalists have at
tr- ibuted this viciousness to the per
sonality of Bevin. How simple! But 
Briti�h cruelty to the Jew's is not 
the resl.jlt. of personality or party. -It 
beg11n with the ·conservative C�urch
ill in 1920, ·· continued with the liberal
Lord Samuels and the laborite Lord
Pasqeld reached a height of vicious
ness· C in \he . "White Paper" of. C,ham
lierlain and remained ·the policy of

• wiu- and post-war democr:'ti<; Eng-
lapd. 

These me� have this in common:
They: place "national" interests ,above
anytlµ-ng else; they desire to per_pet
l,lat� tbe };mpire as long as possible.

For the sake of- the Empire they are 
willing to sacrifice whatever liberal, 
human or "socialist" ideals they 
possess. The disintegrating British 
Empire is desper?tely attemp,ting to 
maintain its grip on the Near East. 
For that it needs the support o.f ·large 
sections of the Ar:abian. ruling class. 
The needs ·of the land-starved, usury 
ridden Arab peasant; the 'desperate 
need o� the Jews for · a haven'. are of 

Jews. Can't TeJI 
One from +'Other 

WINSTON CHURCHILL 

ERNEST BEVIN 

n,o importance as compared even 
with a temporary continuation of the 
Empire. 
ZIONISTS DISCUSS ATTITUDE 

These truths seem to be trickling 
into the . minds of the leaders of 
Zionism, as can be seen by the re
ports that alli parties in- Palestin,e 
are now engaged in djscussion for 'a 
tundamental· re-evalution .of their 
attitude toward England. Prof. Bro: 
detsky, English. mein:per of �e Jew: 

, 

ish Agency, declared that "the ac
tions of ' the British toward the 4,500 
Jews on the Exodus 1947, ends all 
hope of cooperation between the 
Jews and England." The ·'complete 
rupture of relations between the • 
British occupation authorities and 
the Jewish population through mass 
civll disobedience, that had ' been de
dded. 1>11 a y~ear 11-�g � ha_l_ f , �o, an_d 
given · up under pr-essure fiom. bour
geois Zionists, is once again being 
talked about. 

The Haganah, after a long period 
of inactivity, has swung into action 
ag�ln, attacking a radar station and 
blowing up a deportation �ip. The 
"Neemunel Uamaree" group of mili
tant;. In the Haga.nab, issued another 
demand for continued militant re
!!lstanc� by the Uaganah. 

Whether this militancy on the part 
of the official leaders of Ziopism will 
endure, remains to be seen, the prob
abilities are that with the first minor 
concession on England's part; such as 
sending the 4,sqo to Malta or Africa, 
their militant talk , will evaporate. 
Only the ranlt anq file of the .Tewi� 
w.orkers can see to it that mili'tant
resis¥1nce is continued.

HANGINGS, COUNTER-HANGINGS 
The utter disregard . of the impe

rialists for the lives o{ their own 
' soidiers and the futility· of the ter

rorist policy of the Irgun and Stern 
groups can bl:! seen from the 'ha.ng
ings and counter - hangings of · last 
week. • 

The ·British · condemned to death 
three Irgunists for participating in 
the attack on Ac1:e prison. Disre
garding an appeal . from the · UN In
vestigating Committee, the · c;kath 
sentences were confirmed. The Irgun, 
claiming that they were engaged in 
military espionage, kidnapped t� 
British sergeants and · Jet it be known 
that' they would 'be hanged if the • 
three Irgunists were executed. The 
kidnappers were 'punished by the 
imposjtion of military law on Na-

1 

thanya and other Jewish coi:nmuni
ties, but the combined _efforts of the 

British house - tb'- house search· and 
Haganah action,. were unable to find 

• the kidnapped soldiers. • , • 
The British government knew that 

the kidnapped· • soldiers would be 
hinged. :Yet on' Tuesday, July 29,· the
lrgunists were executed. During the 
1.ast two yea�s: close to · 200 British 
soldiers • have b'een killed by under
ground activities;·· What a.re the lives 

• o1 ; twJ ·ntdt!f �hen • the' llfll · · of "ihe 
Empire is corfcerned? The Foreign
Office is· wlllin'g to sacrifice ten, or
one hundl;ed times ten, if it will' help
the "City" (London equivalent of 
Wall Street) maintain its rule. 

The. Jewish population is expecting
strong repressive measures as a re
sult of the hangings: What they will
be, no ooe kno,.l,,:;. Howeve_z;, the High
Commissionel' has announced. that 
last year's martial law will not be 
reimpose'c:I. Ap,pareotly the British
have learned that such action is fu
tile 'and oniy angers the population
into greater symp.ithy with the ter
rorists. The gqvernment will con
centrate its efforts toward forcing the
Jewish Agency' into active stmggle
against the terrorists.

DEMAND TROOPS GET OUT 
While the government is deciding

on .what repressive I actions it will
take, it is closing its eyes to terror�
ist actions by fear-drunk soldiers and
police, who twice invaded Tel-Aviv.
The lirst time they indiscriminately
shot and killed five Jews ..r.nd de
sfroyecf property; then ran amok in
armored cars at the funeral of their
five vic�i�s. inju�·ing thirty - three
more.

This complete demoralization of
occupation troops is nothing new. It
is the fate of all troops who face a
hostile population and has always
happene·d. • These • �roops h'ave a ten
dency to later become the tools of 
the most demagogic and · reactionary
elements of the home politicians. In
the Palestinian situation, because of 
the close. co�ecti�n bebveen anti-

Semitism and fascism, these troops 
a,e becoming ripe for Mosley's Union 

. of British Fascists. At home, too, 
these Incidents are being used by 
Moslby. }'or the first time in modern 
history, anti-Semitic pogroms (or
ganized by the, fascists) took- place 
in three cities in England last week
end. The. continued pccupation or 
Palestine by British troops, wiU in
·evltably· bteed' :mo-re· incidents-, ·wldch
will be grist for the fascist mill. It
Is therefore of immed1m interest to
the British workiqg class to demand
the immediate return of ,the · troops.

· .  Mayor Jeffries

,The • policy of the lrgun arid Stern 
gro·ups is a terrorist one. Terrorism 
to us is not a term of ·abuse. It is 
the term applied to the killing of 
oppressive rulers or their age)lts, In 
the belief th�t with the killing, of an 
individual here and there the atlen
tion of the people will be aroused 
and that this slow attrition will force 
the oppressors. to abandop or mollUY 
their policies. That is •the decl11{ell 
aim of the Jrgun an,t si.rn groups . . 
Whether their alms and objects are • 
justified or not, t1¥ir m!lfhod Is a 
· futile one. It substitutes t�e actions 
of a • few brave people for 1'1ass ac
tion by the_ entire population. In Pal
estine it has simply served the Brit
ish as a '"FORMAL (not real) pretext 
for imposing restrictions on the pop
ulation, tor hanging seven Jews ill 
the last six months. 

The hanging of tpe two British 
.soldiers has �voked an unprecedent
ed flow of moral indignation. Start
ing from the Colonial Ministe1', Zion
ist leaders, the heads of both Juda
ism and Christianity an.q the usual 
assortment of liberals all ha'1e joineq 
in ·an outpouring of moral preach
ments. We for our part do not share 
this moral indignation against the 
Irgun. While opposing their action 
and policies as futile and re11ction-

l ary, we direct our indignation against 
the oppressors,. those who "legally" 
murdered three misguided youths, 
thos@! who prevent harassed and per
secuted refugees from finding a· 

By HERMAN BENSON 
DETROIT-The utter futility of the 
present political ,policy oil the labor 
movement is about to be. proved for 
the thousandth time in ' the Detroit 
municipal campaign. This _time, the 

, proof may, ta·ke the fopn of a 15ublic 
farce. . • 

Mayor Edward Jeffries has an
nounced his candidacy for a fifth 
fierm. Here is a partial list of . 'labor 
leaders, politician� and publicists 
who have already openly pledged 
their endorsement to Jeffries or who 
have hinted quite broadly that they 
might do so: 

(1) The Communist Party of Mich
igan in recent issues of Its , weekly 
paper, The Michigan Herald, has 
praised Jeffries for assorted empty 
gestures • Qn tiehalf of the "peepul." 
Those who know the Stalinist meUl• 
odology have no doubt where they 
stand. 

(2) United Public Workers, CIO,
controlled by the Stalinists, was 
quoted 'in the press via its head, 
Yale Stuart,.,that it intended to sup
port -Jeffries regardless of what any
one else did. 

(3) Tracy Doll, fellow traveler of
the CP in the UAW, who has been
rewarded for his services by eleva
tion into the pr.esidency of the 
Wayne County CIO, • praised Jeffries
at the recent Detr�it CIO conven
tion · for a ''job well done."

(4) George Edwards, president of
the Common ·council of Detroit, has 
publicly pledged his. support to Jef
fries and bas disappointed his fol
lowers by withdrawing from the 
mayoralty race. Edwards owes his 
rise to political face -and fortune t9 
the support of the UAW, of which 
he• is a member. For a long while 
he has tried to balance himself. be
tw�cn the factions · in the UAW In haven. 

, order to have the support of all for 

politics. Everybody seems fo be ral
lying to the standard of His Honor, 
the Mayor. Ho,wever, ypu can· always 
count on us! We }lave no intention of 
gettfng stuck" in ''ffiis 'tlHck:'' itlolisses . • 
of hypocrisy. . 

There is nothing: novel .in seeing 
all sections -of the labor "movement 
scurry to scrape up votes for some 
capitalist politician. But gencraOy 
the labo� lead�s feel obliged to 

• prove that the man they support ls 
a "friend of labor" or the "lesser of 
t\Vo· evils" (or some other such pro
fundity). It will be a. performance.
well wor,h watching when the labor
officials turn over backwards to hail
Jeffries as a "pro-labor" Cllltdidate. 

Jeffries. is a Republican or at leasf 
enough of a Republfcan to have:·run 
in the last primaries for the Repuli
lidn ' nomination for governor. We 
oppose him· no more -and no less as 
a Republican than as a Democrat. 
B.oth are the political tools of the 
capitalist class. But we remind our 
1·eaders ' that t.ne labor . officials have 
always opposed the fo1·mat.ion of a 

. Labor Party because it might lead 
to the election of Republicans! The 
Stalinists, wh'o have harped most 
monotonously on this the,me, are, the 
first to support Jeffries. 

In 1941 Jeffries was eleciild to his 
second term as µ1ay9r with the sup• 
port of the CIO. His opponent de
nounced him as ·a man supported by 
"radicals" and special intere.rts (la
bor) . By 1943 Jeffries had won the 
acclaim of fascist and Ku Klux ele� 
me_nts in Detroii, for his D�blic en
dorsement of tlJe murder of Negroes 
by the police during the 11lots and for 
his open adherence to .the theories 

• of racial segregation. Jn tltti' elections
of 1943 and ·again in 1945 he was op
posed by· the CIO, ·which spent huh•

. dreds of thousands 'or dollars to de-

S_QY "No!'' To the Landlord � 
1' his political career but by now he
� 'I'!� has reluctantly identified l\imself

, with the anti-Stalinist camp. Fear
- • ing that be would be unable t-o defeat

Jeffries, he has endorsed him! 
, (5), Two of the three local Negro 

feat him; btit he won re-election.
nevertheless in caD}pa.igns wblc,h 

were unmatched id the;(r appeals to 
anti-union and antl·Negro • senti
ments. He attao�ed the CIO-support
ed candidates ; iril�J1.. s�i>Jllli;ted by
"radicals" and '·spe(ial intc.rests (la�
bor and Negroes) who want to es
tablish

. 
a CIO dicta�rship in tlie 

community.
(Continued from pag-e 1) 

this question? First we tell the labd-
1ord "NO." We ORGANIZE as· ten
.ants to ' resist the lapdlords. We or
ganize in the apartment buiidipg, in 
the block, in the area; in the WHOLE 
CITY. We · refuse to "pay more rent: 
We -are paying far too much rent 
now. � telt the landlord we will 
only accept LOWER RENT, not 
higher rent. 

There is something else we have 
to watch for: that is the attempt o,f 
the landlords to get higher· rent by 
refusal to paint and make

J 
repairs. 

We demand repairs and new paint
just as before. • ' 

We can do all these things if we • 
are org-anh:ed as tenants. There are 
more tenants · than landlords. One 
landlord, may be renting out a hun
dred houses or a thousand apart
ments. But that's one hundred or a. 
thou!lllnd people against one. That's 
true, however, only U the thousand 
are· orgaiilzed. We are orgaipzed in 

the factory against the employer, 
let's get o�ganb:ed in the street 
against the .landlord. 
, S�ppose some hard-headed and ar

rogant landlords try eviction proce
dunis. There are all sorts .of land
lord-made laws _about how and un
der what conditions fenants may be 
evicted. The law varies from state 
to state. But, ORGANIZA.TION will 

. take 'care of attempts at evictions. 
Evictions can be stopped by ten!).nts, 
provided we _are organized. 

During - �he depression the u.nem
Jjloyed workers organized in the Na
tional Unemploted teague, stopped 
evictions. Hundreds and sometimes 
thousands or the unemployed would 
assembled at t�e liome

1 

of the fellow• 
·worker who was to be evicted. When
the deputy sheriff or the constable
came with the eviction notice, he ,vas 
�ot ·ta.vorablx rec.eivea. There were·
times after th:e family had been
evicted and' the furniture placed on
lhe sidewalk. that ihe • unemployed

weeklies do not know what they furni- • will do. ·The editor of the Detroit
Tribune indicated that they might 
support • Jeffries if he is the iesser 

• of · "two evils." A spokesman for the 
Michigan Chronicle said speculative
ly: ''There's an old saying: ·if you
can't beat 'em, join 'em." This philo
sophical outlook would indeed be ap
preciated by the Negro victims of

organization would carry tlic 
ture back into the house. 

There are many ways to take care 
of this disgraceful attempt of the 

, landlords to raise 1·ents. E\ut abso
lutely nothing effective can be . done 
unless tenants are organized. We 
must ·be organized so that we Qan 
protect ourselves! 

And now ✓ for a '.'good jol.>, well 
<lone" is he to get the support of • 
workers in gj:!neral aJld Negroe's in 
particular? 

By Leon Trotsky: 
Living Thoughts of Karl 

Marx . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _. . . . . . . . . .  $1 .50 

• Stcdin ( a  .biography, . . . .  5.00

Ca,sh with . Qrders ...... We pay po�Je 
Send - for our complete list! 

LABOR ACTION 
BOOK SERVICE 

4 C·ourt Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y. 

police assassinations in the 1943 riots
. . .  if only they weren't so dead.

TOUGH JOB
And so a glorious hour of good 

will seems to be striking in Detroit 

For a Pl"ice List of Marxist Litera,ure 
in Ei,g-llsh and Other La'ng-uares 
Av&ilable Through Labor Action Book 
Service, Write to 

L A B O R  A <; T I O N  
4. Court Sq., Lone Island City 1, N. Y. 

Notice to New York City �eaders of 1
I 

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL 

· THE N EW INTERNATIONAL is now on sale on all  leading ·

newsstands in Manhattan and the Bronx." You may purchase .

your Aug_ust issue from your favorite stand.
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