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DEAR SISTERS AND BROTHERS,

Resistance In  the Middle Ed it continues to expand both In its own political development 
and In establishment of a broader base of support. In order to meet the needs of the present 
crisis that has arisen as we go to press, together with our desire to serve as a catalyst for 
those who are developing an anti-imperialist perspective of the Middle East, we need an in­
creased commitment from our readers.

Although good resource material and hard-to-get news items are always abundant for us 
(Yet there is never truly enough because of the enormity of the task), we are continuing to 
have very real financial and distribution problems. Naturally, all labor on this publication 
prior to printing is donated. Likewise, none of our funding comes from academic institutions, 
religious entities, governments, "charitable" organizations, or corporations. Only you, our 
readers and supporters, and Movement bookstores can ensure our continuation.

Since Resistance is a quarterly publication and the valuable material collected for each 
issue far exceeds the amount of available space, we are not presently able to offer adverti­
sing space even though extensive publicity for worthwhile activities and publications would 
be highly important. Certainly, advertising would ease some of our own problems of distri­
bution.

In coming months, it is likely that greater demands will be placed upon us. We hope 
that old and new friends of the magazine will contribute with all the resources that they 
can spare. At the same time, it is essential to furthering of political awareness that we 
share ideas and information about events. We look forward to hearing from you.

In struggle,

The Ruthtance staff
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WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST
INTRODUCTION

The new war in the Middle East poses with burning clari­
ty the issues that have lain behind events in the region
THROUGHOUT THIS CENTURY-IMPERIALIST SUPER-EXPLOITATION/ 
FLAGRANT DENIALS OF THE RIGHT OF NATIONAL SELF-DETERMINA­
TION/ AND BRUTAL ATTEMPTS TO CRUSH THE MASSES STRUGGLE 
TO ACHIEVE LIBERATION. IHE AMERICAN RULING CLASS, WHOSE 
POWER AROUND THE WORLD DEPENDS HEAVILY ON MIDDLE LAST OIL, 
IS NOW BRINGING ITS GOVERNMENT, ITS NEWSPAPERS, AND ALL 
AVAILABLE RESOURCES INTO ACTION AGAINST THE ARAB RESIST­
ANCE. AS WE GO TO PRESS, U.S. SKYHAWK JETS, AIR-TO-AIR 
MISSILES, TANKS, ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY AND MASSES OF 
ELECTRONIC GEAR ARE BEING RUSHED TO THE ISRAELI MILITARY. 
J.S, PILOTS, MARINES AND SPY SHIPS ARE AT THE SCENE.
Richard Nixon, who only weeks ago pointedly referred to 
THE 1953 OVERTHROW OF PRIME MINISTER MOSSADEGH IN IRAN 
IN ORDER TO PREVENT ARAB GOVERNMENTS FROM NATIONALIZING 
THEIR OIL RESOURCES, HAS NOW OPENLY REFERRED TO THE POS­
SIBILITY OF A DIRECT U.S. MILITARY INTERVENTION-SUCH AS 
THE ONE IN LEBANON IN 1958. (CBS NEWS, EVENING REPORT,
October 15.)

In THIS CONTEXT, THE U.S. MEDIA ARE WAGING A PROPAGANDA 
WAR, SEEKING TO ENLIST PUBLIC SUPPORT BEHIND ZIONIST 
AGGRESSION AND DIRECT IMPERIAL INTERVENTION. IN THE MA­
TERIAL WHICH FOLLOWS, Resistance DESCRIBES EVENTS AND 
SITUATIONS WHICH ARE CENTRAL TO THE WAR BUT WHICH HAVE 
BEEN PURPOSELY IGNORED AND TWISTED BEYOND RECOGNITION,
Our effort has been circumscribed by an October 16th
DEADLINE AND BY UNAVOIDABLE LIMITATIONS OF SPACE AND 
OTHER RESOURCES. BUT WE INTENSELY HOPE THAT READERS 
WILL FIND OUR WORK HELPFUL TO THEIR CWN EFFORTS TO UN­
DERSTAND AND EXPRESS SOLIDARITY WITH THE DEEPENING 
STRUGGLE OF THE PEOPLES OF THE MIDDLE EAST.

Throughout the present war between Israel and Arab na­
tions, two equally false claims have dominated official 
Israeli conmentary: a) "They h it  us by su rp rise ." and 
b) "We w i l l  'tu rn  the conned' very moon." The myth of 
Israeli unpreparedness is easily exposed, for example, 
by reports issued just before the eruption of hostili­
ties. According to a JeAusalem P o it article of October 
4, Israeli military spokesmen denied reports that'Syria 
and Egypt had begun to increase their forces stationed 
along cease-fire lines. However, there was indication 
of "subsequent precautionary measures by Is ra e l" and a 
claim that Arab sources had exaggerated the scope of 

these "routine movements."

Despite its claim that Israeli forces were only perfor­
ming "routine movements," the Post made a striking ad­
mission that Arab leaders had reason for suspicion:

"Pears o& a new confrontation were aggdavated fallowing  
la s t  week's te r r o r is t  operation In  Austria . Poaelgn news 
media quoted Adab c irc les  as cautioning against Vefanse 
M in is te r Moshe Dayan's vow th a t Is ra e l would s tr ik e  a t  
the te r ro r is ts  anywhere, whenever provoked." (October 4)

The mid-September "reconciliation" among Cairo, Damas­
cus, and Airman was subsequently suggested as a possible 
reason behind Syrian troop movements in the Golan area 
[Jerusalem Post, October 5). Transfers of Syrian for­
ces from the Jordanian border to the cease-fire line 
was seen as a possible gesture of goodwill by Hafez el 
Assad to King Hussein. At the same time, the Post sta­
ted that " Is r a e l i  farces along the Golan Heights were 
placed on a le r t  over the Hew Year weekend. The a le r t  
was explained as ’standard p rac tice ' during Is ra e l's  
fes tiv e  season." (October 5).

Against this backdrop, together with the long history 
of massive Israeli "retaliations" against Palestinian 
comnandos and Arab civilians in Syria and Lebanon, it 
is not difficult to imagine why provocations were a 
strong possibility for the weekend of October 6-7 in 
the Golan area. Moreover, at a time when thousands of 
tourists from Europe and the U.S. had arrived in Is­
rael for the Yom Kippur religious holiday and when 
Austria had just given in to demands made by a Pales­
tinian comnando group concerning migration of Soviet 
Jews, a military adventure by Israel against Syria 

was certainly not an unlikely event.

The inconsistencies of Israeli claims of a "surprise 
attack" are further revealed in a Time report on the 
rapidity of Israeli troop mobilizations:

"In  fa c t, on the day of the Arab attack (sic), the Is ­
ra e lis  had begun to c a l l  up th e ir  reserves a t  TO a.m ., 
a t le a s t faur hours befare the figh ting  began, and the  
Is ra e l i  Cabinet was already In  session by the time 
word of the Invasion (sic) reached Jerusalem." (Octo­
ber 15;.

Although Israel immediately undertook a publicity of­
fensive to push its assertions of "unpreparedness" 
(including a pledge by Deputy Prime Minister Yigal Al- 
lon to Newsweek's Jerusalem correspondent Michael El-



kins that "we d e lib e ra te ly  Mhn.cU.ntd. ĥ orn ita lk ln g  
h i n t . "— Newiwtek, October 15;, there are ample indi­
cations of the first-strike actions of its air force. 
During the earliest hours of the conflict on October 
6, Israeli jets attacked the Syrian port of Latakia 

The vital differentiation between the current war and 
the 1967 war rests uoon an overestimation of the role 
of air power by Israel's generals. Initial results in 
Sinai and the Golan Heights alike showed that massive , 
Israeli air attacks were unable to deter the advance 
of Arab forces. Whereas the quick Egyptian takeover of 
points on the eastern bank of the Suez Canal can be 
partially attributed to superior numbers in that area, 
the chain of events in the Golan Heights indicates the 
emergence.of a new type of Arab army, quite unlike the 
impotent forces which Israel had so easily defeated In 

1967.

In the highly mountainous Golan region, Palestinian 
and Syrian infantry forces, backed up by tank unitst 
withstood Israeli air and ground offensives and then 
took the counter-offensive, swiftly by-passing Israe­
li fortified positions. At 6:30 P.M., Syrian radio 

communiques announced:

"Ground hlghtlng itopped on[tea oun hoTcei iu .t t tu b u l­
ly  M p e lle d  the tnm y attack on oun p o iit io n i and moved 
In to  th t  counttn a ttack . Fighting l i  going on now wt&t 
oh th t  c tc a t-h ln t l i n t .  Oun horcei havt lib tn a ttd  iome 
p o iit io n i,  Including ont a t Mount Herman."

New Vonk T lm ti, October 7

_In addition to the rapid guerrilla-like movement of 
Palestinian and Syrian ground forces, Syrian planes 
were able to penetrate as far west as Kiryat Shemona 

along the Lebanese border, engaging Israeli Phantoms 
in fierce battles. Heavy artillery continued to shell 
Israeli settlements in the heights and in the Hula 
Valley region.

In Sinai, Egyptian forces which had moved across the 
Canal on pontoon bridges or been landed at strategic 

points by helicopter tenaciously held on under intense 
Israeli air attacks. By evening on October 6, many 
tank and infantry units had pushed ahead, causing Is - 
raeli forces to seek defensive positions. The Egyptian 
advance was facilitated by the implantation of SAM mis­
siles close to the Canal in order to knock down Israe­
li jets.

Israeli spokesmen, faced by the realities of an initial 
setback , complained bitterly of the "surprise attack" 
by Arab forces, knowing that their alterations of the 
facts would be avidly echoed by the Western press. They 
readily began to claim that a "counter-offensive" would 
begin as soon as mobilization was "total" inside Is­
rael. Defense Minister Moshe Dayan, on October 6, swore 

that " th t Arabi w i l l  ta k t  no advantage h^om l ^ l i  wan be- 
hont th t  c ta it-h -in t goti In to  th hzc t,"  {Time, October 
15). He admitted that Israeli forces along the Canal 
were over-extended, but insisted that the size of the 
Sinai Peninsula afforded a sufficient "military buffer" 
for Israel's population centers.

Israel's first "counter-offensive," which-began on Oc­
tober 7, never truly materialized. One factor behind 
the limited character of Israel's counter-measures 

may have been continued over-estimation of air power. 
Although heavy Israeli bombing caused Egyptian forces 
to fall back from their advance posts in Sinai toward 
a narrow strip along the Canal bank, Israeli ground 
forces were not brought forward in large numbers.

Within less than 72 hours, it became clear that the ge­
nerals' optimistic claims were divorced from reality. 
Correspondents for Lt mondt reported that, as early as 
October 9, chaos existed on the Israeli lines from Je­
rusalem to the Golan Heights. Tanks were proceeding in 
ragged lines, with little artillery interspersed among 
them. On the front, ambulances continually screeched 
through the front and rear lines, while infantrymen 
showed few signs of the cockiness that had predomina­
ted during the 1 9 6 7 war. As radios shrieked of "victo­
ry" along the Syrian front, soldiers spoke of hurried 
orders to transfer as quickly as possible to the Si­
nai front. As one correspondent for Lt mondt (Octo­
ber 11) expressed it, "A thousand and ont i lg m  gave 
the iamt Im p rea lon - l in a e l was, pntpanlng hon a long 
and protracted wan oh the classic  m illtany  kind, and 
I t i  population wai habituating i t ie lh  hon a long eh~ 
hont."

At the same time, Israeli strategists were faced with 
a•dilemma conditioned by political and economic rea­
lities. Full control of the Sinai peninsula, up to the 
Canal, is fundamental to continued exploitation of the 
Abu Rodeis oilfields in the gulf of Suez and to Israe­
li aims of militarily controlling the Red Sea. Thus, 
concentration upon the Sinai struggle was a persistent 
temptation. On the other hand, events of the past sik 
years have shown again and again that the "northern 
front" is fundamental to Israel's long-tern aims of 
crushing Palestinian resistance and thwarting unity 
between the Palestinian, Lebanese, and Syrian masses.

As Israeli ground operations quickly entered a stale­
mate, the strategists appear to have opted for massive 
air attacks as the prime component of their "counter­
offensive." With a savagery not unfamiliar to the A- 
merican air force, Israeli pilots in their American- 
made craft carried out an intense bombardment of Da­
mascus, Latakia, Homs, and Mint al-Beida in Syria, 
seeking to blast the civilian population into panic.
In Damascus alone on Tuesday, October 9, 200 civi­
lians were killed, and, in Homs, hundreds more [Lt 
mondt, October 11). Yet the "war of intimidation" did 
not go on without high Israeli aircraft losses, as 
Syrian craft and missiles took to the air. Despite its 
brutal attacks upon civilian populations and its abi­
lity to knock down many Syrian MiG's, the Israeli air­
force was soon to find itself short of planes, and it 
is not accidental that American resupply efforts were 
set in motion as early as October 10.

The intense air war unfolded in a similar manner on 
the southern front, as Israeli pilots sought to redu­
plicate American atrocities in Vietnam. In the Nile 
Delta, Phantoms poured death and destruction upon 
Port Said, causing at least 250 civilian casualties 
on October 9- Their missions further south along the 
entire Nile Valley brought death to even greater num­
bers of Egyptian civilians. One CBS report (October 
11), which was quickly squelched, spoke of U.N. Se­
cretary General Kurt Waldheim's horror at the aerial 
terror bombing of the Delta region. He had been im» 
formed that Israeli pilots were massively dropping 
booby-trapped cigarette packages, transistor radios, 
and ball-point pens.

Subsequently, Cairo itself was subjected to intense 
air raids, and, by October 12, the Intennatlonal He-

nald Tnlbune reported that civilian casualties had 
risen.above 500. Terror bombing continued through­
out Thursday, October 11. Benha Hospital, the prin­
cipal one in the Delta Region, reported treating 
hundreds of wounded. Foreign correspondents who 
toured the area confirmed similar scenes at other 
hospitals throughout northern Egypt. It was readily 
becoming clear that, whereas Israel's spokesmen and 
allies hypocritically harped upon being "pushed in­
to the sea," its U.S.-subsidized air force was try­
ing not just to push Arabs into the desert but to 
pound them into dust.

During the air offensive, Israeli forces also attempte 
to penetrate the Egyptian rear flank. Operations inclu 
ded an attempted naval landing in the Nile Delta along 
with parachuting of troops. These manuevers, however, 
were repelled by Egyptian forces and it was reported 
that the Zionist fleet lost five ships and many of its 
helicopters. Another element of Zionist strategy was to 
strike at oil storage and shipping facilities along the 
Egyptian and Syrian coasts. Japanese, Greek, and Soviet 
ships, at least two of them merchant marine vessels, 
were hit, and loss of lives was extensive.

Israel's massive air attacks, with terrorizing of civi­
lian populations as a major objective, have, however, 
failed to produce a tangible shift in the war. On the 
Sinai front, Egyptian tenacity and the gradual attri­
tion of Israeli air power meant that, by October 14, 
Egyptian forces could move forward from the "Bar-Lev 
Line" with relative ease. Egyptian communiques repor­
ted the destruction of at least 150 Israeli tanks du­
ring the counter-attack. Foreign observers estimated 
that at least 1000 Egyptian tanks crossed into Sinai 
during this phase. On Monday, October 15, the New Sank 
Tlm ti commented that "Tht l in a t l l i  have i t i l l  not bttn  
able to mount an ohhemlve In  S ina i, and Indzpzndznt 
neponti iu g g t it  th a t even when they do, they hat t  a 
long and d lh h ltu lt  campaign a g a ln it a h°nct w e ll pro­
tected  by SAM-6 m li i l l e  b a tte n le i."

On the northern front, Israeli forces moved eastward 
from the recaptured Golan Heights, meeting intense re­
sistance from Palestinian, Syrian, and Iraqi detach­
ments. By October 12, the Iraqi air force, together 
with Syrian planes, was beginning to wear away at Is­
rael's Phantoms. Although an Israeli column had pro­
ceeded through the mountains as far east as Sass^, 
which is within artillery range of Damascus. Nonethe­
less, this force had met continuous resistance and 
other Israeli units had not moved much beyond the Go­
lan. The New Vonk Tlm ti o f October 15 indicated that 
Arab forces elsewhere on the northern front were hol­
ding their ground close to the Golan Heights. A de­
crease in Israeli air activity over Syria indicated, 
once again, that the ground war would be decisive to 
the final outcome of the conflict.

As Damascus' citizens prepared to defend their city 
to the death and as regular forces dug in behind the 
front lines, it remained clear that, on both fronts, 
Zionist forces had been met by unexpected levels of Arab 
resistance. The myth of the invincibility of the Israeli 
soldier destroyed, the myth of their invincible air power 
failed to terrorize the population. Not capitulation, 
but resistance, their leaders announced, "always resist­
ance," signaling the popular will to accept no compromises 
in their deepening struggle against imperialism and Zion­

ism.

AMERICAN PILOTS TAKE PART IN 
BOMBING OF DAMASCUS

Soviet newspapers have confirmed that Phantom Jets 
piloted by American citizens had taken part ire a 
raid against Damascus. Knainaya Iv tzda, the armed 
forces newspaper, followednews of the confirmation 
with a report from Arab ambassadors in Paris that 
American pilots had been captured after their planes 
were downed near the capital.

— New York Times, 10/15/73

P E N T A G O N  m oves  in
As Israel's normal supply of highly sophisticated mi­
litary equipment dwindled during the first five days 
of the warq the United States quickly took steps to 
re-supply its client. By October 11, the American 
press was releasing reports of "emergency measures" 
supposedly taken in order to counter Soviet replace­
ment of Egyptian and Syrian military supplies. Even 
the day before, newspapers in Norfolk, Virginia (a 
major base of the Sixth Fleet) had issued reports of 
planes with Israeli markings picking up cargoes of 
bombs and missiles from the near-by Oceana Naval Air 
Station. On the following day, intelligence sources 
in Washington released estimates that Israel had lost 
nearly one-third of its tank forces and one-quarter 
of its jet fighters during the first five days of the 
conflict ( Boiton Globe, October 12, 1973)-

Pentagon contingency plans had not yet taken final 
form, because there were reported divisions of opinion 
as to the seriousness of Israeli losses. However, it 
was confirmed that steps had been taken to " itnd  I i -  
n a tl tom  oh ammunition a i a 'quick /j/x' ahttn  I t  wai 
determined th a t the (S-cti-C 4lx  dayi oh hlghtlng had re -  
duetd ito c k p llz i  to itn lo u i but not cxtnm cly dange- 
nouA I t v t l i . "  (Boiton Globe, October 12, 1973)*

The willingness of U.S. imperialism to reinforce Is­
rael was underlined not only by White House and State 
Department "warnings" to the Soviet Union, but by both 
houses of Congress. Overwhelming approval was given to 
an amendment by Senator Henry Jackson to the Military 
Authorization Bill, extending a blanket arms credit to 
Israel under which the Pentagon can ship unlimited 
quantities of weaponry without prior Congressional au­
thorization (Waihi.ngton P o it, October 11, 1973).

At the' same time, reports emphasized the importance of 
Israel's Electronic Counter Measures (ECM) as a means 
of preventing Egyptian and Syrian missiles from oppo­
sing Israeli air attacks. The ECM battle rests upon 
the attackers' ability to jam the radar screens of an­
ti-aircraft and missile posts on the ground, as the 
U.S. had sought to do in Indochina. "14nael, lh  the 
SA-6 l i  Indeed taking a t o l l  on I t i  a irc ra h t a i Penta­
gon ip e e ia l l i t i  believe, now muit c o lle c t mont FLINT 
le letnonlc in te llig e n c e ) on the SA-6 and deiign elec- 
tnonlc counten-mcaiunci a g a ln it the weapon." (Wcuhlng- 
ton P o it, betober 11, 1973). By October 13, Associa­
ted Press dispatches were reporting American reconnai­
ssance flights over Egypt as well as possible jamming 
of Egyptian radar stations by ships of the "Liberty" 
type (It is recalled that, during the 1967 war, Israe­
li planes had accidentally attacked the "Liberty," a 
U.S. ship carrying out jarming operations along the E- 
gyptian coast).



Arrangements were hastily made for transferring Ame- 

riean Phantom jets from European bases to Israeli des- 
tinations, once officials had become convinced of the

I|rafi,™ alr losses (8m *ow Globe, October 
7 3 ' Slx^h Pleet forces already in the Eastern 

Mediterranean have been supplemented by 2000 Marines 
from the 6th Marine Regiment, normally stationed at 
Camp hejeune, North Carolina. The Marines were given 
six hours-' notice before being transferred from their 
base to ships located somewhere between Crete and the 
gr^-tobanese coast. (Associated Paess, October 1 2

Palestine
revolution

tsziLOST IN lab/. PLO's Bassarn Abu Sharif

The speedy transfers of weaponry and regular forces to 
the area of combat have been.paralleled by movement of 
irregular forces. By October 1 1 , reports from London 

were stating that Heathrow Airport resembled a "mili­
ary ransit center" due to the large numbers of Ameri­

can volunteers destined for Israel. At that point, 500 
volunteers equipped with military outfits had arrived 
on four jumbo jets_from New York, with hundreds arri­
ving .rom unspecified destinations in the U.S. There 
were reports that some commercial flights had been de­
toured from other destinations in order to bring vo- 
lunteers to the recruiting center" at Heathrow (I«- 
te A n a t to n a l  H eA ald  Taibune, October 12, 1973).

toherV?o’ ?0 7 ^ ntal newsPaPers such as ie monde (0c- 
S S L 1* ’ ^ ? 7 3 ^ ve carrled reports of Europeans dis- 
guioed as Israeli reservists" being transferred in 
large numbers. These movements, without a doubt, have 
been arranged under NATO guidance.

The escalation of American military aid to Israel du- 
r^ng the final portion of the week was clearly indica- 
ted by reports from Pease Air Force Base in New Harrp! 
shire. A newsman for radio station WHEB in Portsmouth 
New Hampshire stated "TheAe was moae coin, a c t iv ity  a t  
ffee faoie la s t * u £ h t  (Falday) than 1 can a m rn b e a a t a-

■tk(L^ f ,Uon H  Cuban m issile caI -  
i-U . [UP! dispatch, October 1 3 1 9 7 3 ). The same re­
port indicated that persons living near the base had

“  least six ^eing 707's with Israeli m r -  
kings picking up arms and ammunition.

The unmistakeable indications of frenetic Pentagon ac- 
txvity to r e a m  Israel point all too clearly to the 
possibility of a direct American intervention if Is­
raeli forces suffer reverses. This factor, together 

V11*  Eeports O-P a Pull alert for American ships in the 
Arab Gulf region, rips the veil off any offEial pre- 

of neutrality" on the part of American inpe- 

ft' 1 8 to be noted, however, that some Ameri- 
have already expressed fears that the 

truth may become known in the Arab World. On October 
11, the In te rn a tio n a l HeAald Tribune cited Adminis- 

, ) T 'h 'T f ,Ce- a as: ^ « 9  'tepalsals against not on-
J  j  0 <-n general should massive
tie*) uppZy bo.com2. fenount.

BULLETIN: U.S. INTERVENTION ESCALATES
,Or Monday, October 15, WTAR-TV of Norfolk, Virginia re­
ported that an Israeli ship, the Aben Dar, was loading 
tanks and Skyhawk Jets at the Norfolk Naval Base Pier. 
Navy spokesmen refused to conment upon reports that Nor­
folk Is a staging area for supply shipments to Israel. 
The Israeli Enbassy in Washington declined to comment.

The Soviet Press Agency reports that 20 U.S. Phantom 
Jets had left the American air base at Inchirlik in 
Turkey for an "unknom destination ." Tass speculated 
that the planes were headed for Israel.

by ArSrStionaliS3? pgyptlan f°rees, backed 
/ mda nationalist support, were envac-^a

f r ? s s ’s s . s r s

s a g s  were ’

a ‘  f o n t ,

The Palestinian revolutionary forces on the

of the Israeli^Jf111 ?°U t h e m  ̂ ban°n took the brunt 
01 the Israeli offensive, repelling Israeli forces
on the ground and scoring direct hits arairof 
endless nf* it q du 3-§3.inst the

HeJeh,.s) and t*yo„d B y t e  day of

55£ 2T5£  £
mented by contingents of p L e s ^ ^ e S l l T  
who fought behind Israel's front l t o e f T h ^ f

- P n  thrust S a r d  % S H ? L r
resistance forces in Northern Lebanon and i o m  
the Syrian Mediterranean coast engaged the Phantcms 

.. fCEefn Qf continual anti-aircraft fire and 
attacked Israeli naval vessels in the ports’o ^ '

t o T n f ’ ĵatfkla 80(3 off Banias, the oil terminal 
for the pipeline from Iraq. Israeli t r o o n s ^ T  
repulsed in attests to hit the oil s S  S k s

lstei?tobafeda'lyyln repulsed alr incursions i n  
Eastern Lebanon, around the central Middip rtst radar 
installation at Barmaka in particularanrt' ^adar
Mediterranean coast. P^icular, ana along the

C O N T IN U E D  O N  P A G E  27

— New York Times, 10/15/73 I.ES COMBATTANTS EALESTmiENs OB BA S .I.A , W  S m t  fine unification qui s’impose.
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Along with the press, the screen has been one of the fa­
vorite weapons of Zionism for molding public opinion in 
the West: it is a matter of convincing Europeans and 
North Americans that Jewish settlement of Arab Palestine 
was and is a legitimate venture.

Manipulation of Biblical History— Starting with the ab­
surd assumption that there can be a "chosen people," 
Hollywood producers have created immense Biblical or 
para-Biblical super-productions which re-write history 
according to Zionism's needs: pretending to evoke the 
tribulation of Jewish tribes before the Christian era 
and their difficult relationships with the Pharaohs 
and other neighbors, these films insinuate (with the 
help of extravagant scripts where palace rumors replace 
the class struggle as the motor of history) that, al­
ready, more than 2000 years ago, Egyptians were mal­
treating Jews-who-only-wanted-to-live-peacefully-in- 
the-Bromised-Land! Among the many films in this vein, 
we can cite Cecil B. de Mille's "Ten Commandments" or 
Howard Hawks' "The PhaAaohs." Or even "Solomon and the 
Queen o{, Sheba," which "foretells" the alliance between 
Tel Aviv and Addis Ababa!

Even as we applaud films that expose European anti-Se­
mitism, we should also be conscious, in this regard, of 
Zionist strategy's sleight of hand tricks: in the name 
of the monstrous Nazi holocaust, efforts have been made 
to justify the persecutions that Jews in Israel today 
are carrying out against Palestinians, who had no con­
nection with German genocide. The most typical films of 
this treacherous genre are "Exodus" by the American di­
rector Otto Preminger and "A Wall In  Jerusalem" by the 
French director Frederic Rossif. With an ostensibly hu­
manist theme, they serve to inspire Zionism.

Even as we again applaud films that expose anti-Semi­
tism, it should be noted that there is no film that ex­
poses the massacre of Gypsies by the Nazis, and that 
there is hardly a single film ("Slaves" by Herbert Bi- 
berman) which conxectly exposes North American racism 
against blacks. There are very few films that expose 
genocide against the American Indian (although there 
is an abundance of anti-Indian westerns), and only one 
or two that attack apartheid in South Africa (in parti­
cular Lionel Rogosin's "Come Back, Azalea").

Glorification of Zionist Colonialism—  Initially, propa­
ganda was designed to persuade the masses in the West 
that "Palestine was a land without people for the people 
without a land." Since it is obvious that one could not 
forever conceal the fact that the "Promised Land" was 
not a desert and was not uninhabited, a more classic and 
more typically colonialist justification was employed: 
namely that Palestine had a certain number of inhabi­
tants, but that they were "savages"! A place for the su­
perior race, therefore, for the "chosen people" (Again!) 
Then there was a series of films, especially documen­
taries that explained at length and in color how the 
Israelis had managed to make a desert flower, whereas 
the Arabs (understood to be incompetent) had left it a- 
bandoned for centuries.

To counter this extremely elaborate propaganda, there 
are, unfortunately, not very many good anti-Zionist 
films. For twenty years, many progressive Western di­
rectors have themselves been intoxicated by Zionist i- 
deology.
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Presently, European anti-Zionist films are very few in 
number:

S ce ne  ^nom "The Vu.pe&,
T a t e6 U n io n  f ie v o tu i io  nasty

France: "Palestine" by Paul-Louis Soulier was partial­
ly financed by the Algerian News Agency. The film is 
a one and one half hour report in color, which has the 
distinction of having been made both in Israel and in 
neighboring Arab countries. It offers good documentation 
on Zionist misdeeds and the expansionist aims of the 

Israeli government. It describes the plight of Palesti­

nians in Israel and even shows an interview with sane 
activists in prison. The author also presents various 
aspects of the Resistance outside Israel. However, 
political defects include a failure to expose the an­
ti-Palestinian maneuvers of certain Arab governments 
and a general political perspective that is not en­
tirely satisfactory. Since it was filmed before Sep­
tember, 1970 in Jordan or the recent repression in Le­
banon, the film is partially outdated. Nevertheless, 
it remains one of the best documentaries available in 
France on this subject.

"Palestine w i l l  win" is a short film made in Paris 
with reliance upon film archives of the Bibliotheque 
Nationale by Jean-Pierre Olivier, a Marxist-Leninist, 
in cooperation with the General Union of Palestinian 
Students (GUPS) in France. This film, made after the 
battle of Karameh, Is deliberately didactic and was 
mainly intended for Arab workers living in France 
(one copy was seized by the police during an "illegal 
projection."

At the Librairie Palestine in Paris one can see a 
videotaped film entitled "I w il l  buAn th is  c ity " that 
was filmed in Jordan after "Black September" by Ca­
role and Paul Roussopolos from the group Video Out.
The title is taken from an utterance of King Hussein:
"I will b u m  Amman when I can no longer govern it."
It is an interesting document upon the policies of 
the Jordanian Nero.

Western Europe: It appears that the German Manfield 
Faust deserves credit for the best documentary on the 
Palestinian Resistance, a medium-length film entitled 
"Palestine ." It contains an interview with Yasser A- 
rafat and it won first prize at the Baghdad festival 
for films on Palestine in March, 1973-

In order to combat Zionist mystification in the West, 
it would be necessary for a film-maker of the stature 
of Joris Ivens to analyze from A to Z the Jewish is­
sue from a non-metaphysical perspective that can at­
tack the obscurantism of the Judeo-Christian explana­
tion... a film inspired, for example, by Abraham Leon's 
Ma te n la lls t  Concept o{, the  Jewish Question. Such an 
effort is all the more necessary now that French bi­
shops— after a very long delay!— -who now denounce 
Christian anti-Semitism call for recognition, in the 
name of "particularities" of the "chosen people," 
the "State" of Israel's "right to political existence.



FROM TURKEV-A CALL TO ACTIONMeanwhile, Zionist film-production marches ahead: Is- 
rael presented eleven long films at the last Cannes 
Festival. Several subtly or massively Zionist films 
have been made in France, and there are also Jeru­
salem, Jemsalern" by Chapter and "Pourquox. Is ra e l by

Lanzmann..

PALESTINE FILMS— EUROPE S NORTH AMERICA

West Germany: "Where l i  Palestine.?" 16 nm., color, 42 
minutes, 1971. German, French, and English versions. 
Filmed by Manfield Faust. This film won first prize at 
the Raghdart festival of films on Palestine because of 
the clarity and effectiveness of its analysis of the Pa­
lestinian question. The film can be rented through Uni­
doc Film, Sudlische Auffahrtsallee, Munich, F.R.G. or 
bought through Neue Prometheus Film, Rothbuschenstrasse, 

21, 8 Munich 90, F.R.G.

France: "Palestine" 16 mm., color, 90 minutes. Filmed 
by Paul-Louis Soulier. Cooperation by Algerian News Of­

fice. 19 rue Brea, Paris, France.

20 minutes. Filmed by Jean-

Turkey has been under martial law for 2 years and 5 
months. The National Security Council has just an­
nounced an end to the law. What does such a decree 
mean after 29 months of fascist control? To date, 
at least 15,000 have been detained on the pretense 
of "creating anarchy". More than 2,000 citizens have 
been condemned or are awaiting trial. Most progressive 
organizations have been outlawed and torture has been 
turned into a state institution. An appeal for action 
from 7 women political prisoners in Turkey was sent 
to The Information Center for the Expression of Solidar­
ity with the Turkish People in Paris, and forwarded 
to this publication:

"Palestine w i l l  win" 16 mm.
Pierre Olivier.

"I w il l  burn t h l i  c ity " videotape on the September, 1970 
massacres in Jordan. Filmed by Carole and Paul Roussopo— 
los. Librairie-Palestine, 24 rue de la Reunion, Paris,

20, Franae.

Holland: "I can nevea  forget Palestine" 16 mm., color,
45 minutes. Commentary in English, dialogue in Dutch and 
Arabic. 1971 production by Ikor Televisie. The film con­
sists of two televised reports on Palestinian children 
who speak of their experiences. Miss Trudy van Keulen, 
Ikor Televisie, Bomeolaan 27, Hilversum, Holland.

Italy: "AI Fatah-Pales tine" 16 mm., 80 minutes, 1970. 
Italian and English versions. Divided into two parts.
This film portrays living conditions of the Palestinian 
people, social services of the Resistance, and milita­
ry training. It also has interviews with cadres, com- 
battants, and political leaders. Unitele Films, Rome.

Switzerland: "B ila d i, a revolution" 16 run., 55 minutes. 
French and English versions. 1970. A report on the Re­
sistance before the September massacres. Filmed by 
Francis Reusser. Film Zurich Cooperative, B.P. 146,

8025, Zurich, Switzerland.

Britain: "Jerusalem In  dangea " 16 mm., color, 20 mi- 
nutes, 1971. English version. Icon Films Production. 
After a historical survey of Jerusalem, the film de­
scribes the horrors of Israeli occupation and expo­
ses Zionist plans for making Jerusalem a "new Los An­
geles." Caabu, Room 106, Grands Buildings, Trafalgar 

Square, London, W.C. 2.

"The only lo g ic a l way" 1 6 mm., color, 27 minutes, 1972. 
English version. Filmed by Tim Hohenboken. Jumala Films. 
Filmed in Lebanon and Jordan. Contemporary Films, Ltd.
55 Greek Street, London, WTV 6 DB.

United States -."Revolution u n t i l  v ic to ry" 16 mm., 45 mi­
nutes, 1972. English version. Documentary made in Pales­
tine by Newsreel: the refugee camps, the liberation 
movement, the ties between Israel and Western imperia­
lism. Los Angeles Newsreel, 715 South Parkview Street, 
Los Angeles, California, 90057, United States

This article is a translated and edited version of "La 
Palestine sur les Ecrans Occidentaux" by Monique Henne- 
belle, appearing in Afrique-Asie, October 1, 1973-

"We axe p o l i t ic a l  detainees who have been imprisoned In  
M a rtia l law ja i l s .

" F a c t o  the vexy f i r s t  day of oun. detention, we have been 
subjected to I l l e g a l  and Inhuman repression and to rtu re  
by the present a eglme..

"Our fa ith  In  humanity has perm itted each of, us to  w ith ­
stand th is  repression and to rtu re , and we w i l l  con­
tinue to  face them fea rles s ly . HoweveA, we strongly be­
lie v e  th a t a l l  human beings who have a sense of honor, 
whatever th e ir  p o l i t ic a l  tendencies, should take on 
the re sp o n s ib ility  of destroying th is  machinery of re ­
pression and te r ro r .

"Present laws In  Turkey claim to p ro tect an In d iv id u a l's  
personal security  and his r ig h t  to l i f e .  They s ta te  th a t  
no one s h a ll be subjected to to rtu re , repression and In ­
human treatment.

"The to rtu re  In f l ic te d  a t  several In s titu tio n s  in  Turkey 
is  very w e ll known today both ins ide  of Turkey and be­
fore world opinion. News of to rtu re  applied to p o l i t ­
ic a l  prisoners appears every day In  the press.

"We are now try in g  to  Inform public opinion about the  
death of our revo lutionary frien d  Hatice Alankus, which 
also concerns our " r ig h t to l i f e " .  *

Signed, Ulkli Ahmet, Lale A rlkdal, Nurten Tuc, E l i f  
Tolon, Muzaffer llgen , Fusun Gokmen, lilk e r Akg'ot 

[Sagmaleilar Prison)

* The above signatories and cellmates of Hatice describe 
the torture and premeditated negligence which led to 
her death.

For weekly information on Turkey in English, write to 
CIESWPT, 47 ter, rue Gabriel-Peri, 94270 Kremlin -Bicetre, 
France.

* A carrpaign to protest the treatment and im­
prisonment of these women is now underway.
All groups, and women's groups, in particular, 
should send letters and telegrams to the above 
address.
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NIXON DOCTRINE

NOTE: MUCH OF WHAT FOLLOWS IS ADAPTED FROM 
THE GULF SOLIDARITY. FEBRUARY-MARCH 
'1973 BY THE SUPPORT COMMITTEE FOR THE 
LIBERATION MOVEMENT IN THE GULF, C/0 
P -0 .8. I634, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.
94 II6 . PARTS OF THE ARTICLE HAVE BEEN 
UPDATED WITH THE RECEIPT OF RELEVANT 
NEWS ITEMS. FOR THE FULL ARTICLE, WHICH 
IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED, WRITE THE SUPPORT 
COMMITTEE AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS. COST IS 
50t PER I S S U E .

onomically. Britain would generally follow the same 
course with the exception that, unfortunately it would 
have to retain and perhaps even expand its military pres­
ence. Meanwhile the local reactionaries would be "region­
ally cooperating" against the revolution. As Sisco said 
so piously, "We all share an interest in an orderly, ex­
panding market place insulated insofar as possible from 
ideologically motivated disruptions..."

Both Iran and Saudi Arabia were given the important 
joint role by the U.S. of policing the Gulf region as 
a whole. Secondly, the U.S. agreed to Britain's plan 
to federate the sheikdoms, but this time with the limi­
ted objective of making them more capable of withstand­
ing "internal subversion". And finally, there was no 
question that elaborate plans would have to be adopted 
to reverse the tide in Ctnan against revolution.

PLANNING FOR BRITISH DEPARTURE

Due to the particularly unstable political situation 
in the Middle East and the Gulf, this region is the 
weak link in the series of waterways:the Mediterranean 
sea, the Red Sea, Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean, which 
provide easy access to Asia, Africa and Europe. Both 
oil and access to the raw materials, cheap labor and

"king Faisal ea rly  re a lize d  th a t, w ith the departure 
0(5 the B ritis h , i t  would be necessary to cooperate 
closely w ith  Iran  to assure s ta b i l i ty  throughout the  
G u lf."(J.H. Noyes, Deputy Asst. Secretary of Defense). 
Once told what to realize, the King and the Shah swal­
lowed their differences and confirmed their new friend­
ship.

And in turn, Iran's ties with Israel closed important 
imperialist links from Central Asia to the Mediterranean, 

vast markets of Asia and Africa,which form the lifeblood
of imperialism,are threatened here. Were the people's The second task of the U.S.-British "cooperation" was 
struggles here to be victorious, it would be ideally to federate Bahrain, Qatar, and the seven Trucial States, 
located as a revolutionary base to aid struggles in But early British efforts (1968-71) failed, and by the 
Asia and Africa. Therefore, U.S. imperialism's efforts time the British were supposededly packing their military 
to stop the spread of national liberation struggles hardware, they had achieved only a weak and unstable 
takes on great weight, especially in this area. federation of six sheikdoms.

With the spread of the revolutionary movement in the Particularly because of the instability of this Feder-
Gulf (most notably Dhofar and Oman, but also Kuwait, ation, its protection from the internal threat of rev-
Bahrain and Iran), with the obvious popular strength olution was essential, and it still held excellent 
of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, with the opportunities for economic exploitation. Responsibility 
growing Soviet presence throughout the area, and with f°r the task was divided along lines reflecting U.S.- 
partial departure of British military imperialism, it British relations— the British were charged with the 
was clear that the political picture in the Middle m ilita ry  defending while the U.S. would take care of
had changed enormously. This formed the third factor, the economic developing.
along with economic and strategic ones, that caused
great concern to the controlling imperialists of the The British military effort was predicated on "defense 
U.S. against internal subversion". Britain is now arranging

for the formation of the so-called "Allied Defense
Despite the jolt it gave to the U.S., the British neo- Forces of the Federation", with some 10,000 troops in­
colonial policy of military withdrawal was in keeping eluding Pakistanis, British, and others equipped with 
with the 'spirit' of the Nixon "peace through partner- armored cars, troop carriers and self-moving artillery 
ship" doctrine. The two imperialists made an excellent installations and eoirmanded by British military experts, 
team for executing a plan consistent with the Interests Along with these direct British programs, the idea is 
of the U.S. The basic principles of the U.S. policy, to make use of the Gulf's two gendarmes, Iran and Saudi 
as outlined by Sisco, were as follows: Arabia, in defending the sheikdoms.

"Non-Interference In  the In te rn a l a ffa irs  of other na- 
t io n s --
Encouragement of regional cooperation fo r peace and 
progress--
Supporting fr ie n d ly  countries In  th e ir  e ffo rts  to pro­
vide fo r th e ir  own security  and development—
Avoidance of confrontation in  Such areas of the world 
(w ith  the Soviet Union]—
Encouraging the In te rn a tio n a l exchange of goods, services 
and technology--"

"Cooperation" as spoken by Sisco meant joint action be­
tween the U.S. and Britain on the one hand, and among 
the puppet states on the other. The U.S. would stay be­
hind the scenes, not directly "interfering in the inter­
nal affairs" of the states but rather "encouraging than 
and supporting them" militarily and exploiting than ec-

'Gotta halt those aggressors'



THE DIRECT U.S. PRESENCE

The U.S. has been expanding Its diplomatic presence 
throughout the area, opening missions In Bahrein, the 
United Arab Bnirates and Oman, accrediting the U.S. am­
bassador to Kuweit to those states and Qatar as well. 
"Distinguished" visitors come and go. Nixon was re­
cently in Iran and Spiro Agnew visited Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, and Secretary of State Rogers and Joseph Sisco 
visited Bahrain and the Arab Republic of Yemen. Further­
more, a variety of Defense Department teams, State De­
partment study groups and intelligence operatives have 
been visiting(some without leaving), counting the stakes 
and devising the strategies.

The U.S. is also maintaining what Sisco likes to call 
a "small American naval contingent" in Bahrain of 
crucial importance to the U.S.'s strategic and intel­
ligence needs. COMIDEASTFOR (Commander, Middle East 
Force) is stationed in Bahrain with responsibilities 
extending from Ethiopia (Kagnew Station- Eritrea) to 
Northwest Australia and the Indian Ocean. The base is

Saudi Arabia has joined the others in stationing forces 
in Oman, but to date, there has been no report of their 
engaging in combat. Coming in from afar, the master of 
all murderers, King Hussein, together with the Iranians, 
has been supplying pilots to Qabus in order to supplement 
the British fliers, along with intelligence officers, 
military officers, training and troops.

also meant as a backup force for crushing the revolutionAll of these same reactionary conspirators have joined 
According to General Maxwell D. Taylor, rather than in- hands in an all-out attempt to crush the base of the 
volve itself in another "prolonged" war as in Vietnam revolution as well. Democratic Yemen is not only tbreat- 
with its mortifying consequences, the U.S. new feels a ening imperialist interests as a base for the coimuni&t 
need for the "ability to do little things which it may v i t u i , but it has also now ironically acquired a cer- 
be important to do in a hurry— such as talking with our tain attraction for the imperialists. For Aramco (Exxon, 
friends and giving minor help to our allies..." Appar- Texaco, Mobil, Chevron) have recently discovered an im- 

" ‘ ~ ‘ ' portant oil reserve in Saudi Arabia, of which the most
tempting portion lies in Democratic Yemen. Yemeni spokes­
man, Ali Nasser has characterized the situation in this 
way: " 'We ate be*elged on a l l  Aide*. To the We*t, the

. J „_o____ ^  __________  . Ethiopian* and th e l t  UtaeJU. a l l i e i  p lo t and io n t l iy
began in March 1972 when a strike at the airport spread the inland* clo-ie to  Bab e l Mandeb, entrance to the  
to town, and all shops, factories and schools were Red Sea, to  the ea&t, B t l t i ih  watplanei u*e the pte- 
closed down for four days. The movement showed its text. 0 (\ putAuing the g u e tU la * In  the countet-tevolu- 
power again this year in May when the workers at the tionan le* {,tarn oua own country.. .  have fiound tetfuge w ith  
Bahrain oil refinery struck on Mayday with wide support out No nth Yemeni b to th e ti. . .  and ate taking pant In  
from the masses. attack*  launched ce a ie le& ily  acton* out notthetn bondeti

by tn lbe* In  the pay o{ Saudi A tabla..."

ently there are a lot of important l i t t l e  th in g i to 
be done in the Gulf ,beginning at the base's home in 
Bahrain where a strong worker's movement has been de­
veloping. This movement has flexed its muscles many 
times, beginning with a huge worker's uprising which

OMAN

But the most advanced of the "cancerous growchs" threat­
ening imperialism in the Gulf is in Oman where the rev­
olution is a beacon of inspiration to all the people of 
the Gulf. British Brigadier John Graham commands Sultan 
Qabus's army and Wing Commander Hurst the air force.
The British have 120 officers' and 60 pilots in Ctnan.
In fact, Oman is a model of the spirit of imperialist- 
puppet partnership. Through a U.S. "fishing fleet",

Mardello, the CIA conducts intelligence surveillance, 
watching out for small ships which may be smuggling aims 
and spying on Soviet movements in the Indian Ocean. The 
U.S. also has aircraft stationed at the British airbase 
in Sharjah, one of five outposts in the area. Other out­
posts include an air base at Salala, capital of Oman; 
a major air base at Masirah used for troop deployment; 
a new base on the Omani mainland at Rass al Hadd, and 
a naval base at Ras al-Khaimah.

The puppets too have been hard at work in Oman. Be­
sides appropriating the four islands of Abu Musa,
Big Tunb, Little Tunb, and Um al Ghanam, to himself, 
the Shah has been helping Qabus with a steady flow of 
Iranian arms and advisors. Iran has also been pitching 
in with helicopters and possibly air support.Saudi 
Arabia, while concentrating mainly on attacking Dem­
ocratic Yemen, has pledged $6 million to Qabus in ad­
dition to vast quantities of weapons. The U.S. through 
the CIA gave Qabus $300 million, but the powerful forces 
of revolution have forced the British puppet to spend 
75 percent of all his oil revenues on arms. Apparently,

But the revolutionary answer to the regional coopera­
tion of the reactionaries is the far more powerful 
call to unity of all the revolutionary forces of the 
Gulf region. The fate of the Nixon Doctrine in the Gulf 
has already been foretold, not only by the heroic peo>r 
pie of Vietnam, but already by the total incapacity of 
imperialism to even blunt the edge of the revolution­
ary sword of the people of Dhofar and by the spread 
of the revolutionary flames which are engulfing the en­
tire region. As the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Oman and the Arabian Gulf has stated, it is incumbent 
upon all revolutionary and nationalist forces to stand 
together, to defend and liberate the area from neo­
colonialism and to realise that the national and dem­
ocratic objectives of the people, for which so many 
martyrs have died, must become reality. "The way to de­
feat imperialist maneuvers is through long, difficult 
and protracted struggle to develop a people's war of 
liberation in the area as a whole," responded Said 
Seif of PFLOAG. The massive arms deal and the attacks 
on the British and American installations; the massive 
opposition throughout the Gulf against the Shah's ag— ' 
gressive occupation of the four islands in the Straits 
of Hormuz; the joint communiques and statements condem­
ning the repression issued by the struggles in Bahrein 
and Kuwait— all these bear witness to the growing unity 
of the revolution throughout the Gulf. It is the inter­
national duty of all progressive forces to actively 
support this revolution, to start now to focus the 
eyes of the world on the savage imperialist plot and to 
help ensure that the Nixon doctrine is dealt another 
devastating defeat.

S a u d i A r a b ia
/ o

SAUDI INTELLECTUALS

Saudi intellectuals were among the first of the nation­
al sectors to understand the time nature of the Saudi 
regime and its deceptive and false ideology. Princip­
ally, they advocated the advancement of education among 
its citizens, understanding that education creates 
consciousness and equips the people scientifically for 
constructive work. Working through schools, libraries, 
religious institutions, the intellectuals helped to 
awaken the people on.:.to the path of struggle. Their 
activity took' many forms. Intellectuals organized the 
Association of Scientists in Struggle, and in 1949, the 
Committee hfi Ehcourage Students and to Combat Illiteracy 
was formed as a field for publicizing national conscious­
ness and uncovering the deeds and motivations of the 
Saudi regime. After 9 months and the graduation of the 
first cadres, the government became aware of the danger 
of these organizations. They attacked the headquarters 
of the Committee, confiscated its property and closed 
down their headquarters. Guards were stationed in front 
of the building. Members of the committees have now 
been imprisoned many times, and some have been killed 
as a result of their participation in nationalist ac­
tivity which took place in Ihsa'a Katif.

The leadership, in many struggles has been the working 
class. Some of-the struggles have been purely unionist 
and others are of a national political nature. The work­
ing class commanded these struggles because it possessed 
a progressive understanding and a broader working area 
with the masses. Among the workers, class struggle con­
tinued in the direction of more strikes as in 1949, 1953, 
1956, 1967, in the areas of Ihsa'a, Dhahran at Baqiq 
and Ras Tannura, where there are huge oil refineries.
In addition to local strikes in neutral areas, there 
were attacks against tap lines in 1956, 1964, 1 9 6 5 .
In June 18, 1956, the workers led protest campaigns 
against attempts of the Saudi regime to renew the 
Dhahran base agreement which gave the U.S. use of the 
base in order to threaten the people of Asia and Africa 
and to strike against the more progressive states, in 
particular, the Arab states. 600 Saudi citizens sign­
ed protests against the agreement. The regime reacted 
by arresting the leaders of the group and forced them 
to sign a paper saying that it is not within^their 
right to'interfere in politics because politics is a 
government business and the regime can do what ever 

' t chboses.

Saudi Arab drilling crew.

June 5, 1956- Oil workers in Dharan demonstrated against 
the visit of King Saud. The demonstration was an exten­
sion of the protests against the agreement of Dhahran 
base. They carried slogans against imperialism, in 
particular, American imperialism which angered the King. 
He ordered widespread investigations and arrests which 
included more than 60 citizens. On June 15, workers in 
Katif held a mass meeting for awakening the people about 
the present stage that the country was passing through. 
The second day, mass arrests took place. On September 
22, 1956, upon President Nixon's visit to the city of 
Dammam, workers took up the opportunity- They led 
a popular demonstration composed of several different 
classes: workers, intellectuals, students and profes­
sionals. The demonstration of 50,000 people carried 
slogans supporting the liberation struggle, and de­
nounced the autocratic rule of the regime. Prince 
Feisal (now King) feared it may go beyond control- 
so he asked the masses to support the Arab League.
The masses ignored him and continued shouting for lib­
eration and against imperialism. On June 5,6, 1967 
the workers led violent demonstrations that crippled 
work in the oil fields. Many cities and in particular, 
Dhahran protested the positions of the Saudi regime 
towards the Zionist aggressions upon the Arab countries. 
Arab oil was allowed to continue flowing to the aggres­
sors. The workers succeeded in holding the flow of oil 
by force and they prohibited Aramco from pumping or 
transporting the oil. These actions succeeded until the 
workers were defeated at the Khartoum summit conference 
which agreed to continue exploiting the Arab oil under 
the pretext that the oil revenue contributes to sup­
porting the Arab states.

The real support the workers needed was assistance to 
stop the flow of all oil to America and to cripple their 
industry and armaments in order for the imperialist 
countries to know that they are stronger than the 
regime and all the arms given. The regime temporarily 
yielded to the initiatives of the workers, fearing a 
violent reaction which might destroy the oil fields 
equipment. It took the initiative of covering the area 
with a 'striking force'and exploited the naivete of 
members of the 'striking force'.(The naivete had reached 
such a point that some of them wrote to their families, 
"We occupied Israel with no resistance". They meant the 
areas of Ihsa'a and Katif.) In this way, the regime de- - 
ceived the naive and used them to oppress national 
movements, telling them that they were fighting Israel, 
similarly to the mission of the Saudi regime in Jordan, 
September, 1970, where the same story was used to defend 
King Hussein and help him exterminate the commandos.)
As a result the peaceful demonstrators, including hun­
dreds of the leaders were arrested and some are still 
in jail.
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POLITICAL OPPOSITION IN SAUVI ARABIA

In Saudi Arabia, all organizations of a political, 
scientific or literary nature are prohibited. Only 
Sports clubs, under the control of the Secret Service 
are allowed. Consequently, every political organization, 
no matter what its ideological objective and program, 
is considered as taking a position and is outlawed.

In the early stages of national consciousness, all types 
of political position contributed to the nuclei which 
have resulted in today's existing political organs in 
Saudi Arabia. In spite of difficulties and harrassment, 
and the ensuing oppressive measures, the regime has not 
been able to influence the dynamic and solid nature of 
the movement which is still threatening it. What we see 
of the viciousness of the last oppressive campaign is 
but one of the indications of the state of fear that 
the regime lives in. The following is a brief intro­
duction to the existing organizations: Drilling rigs operate on | 

an around-the-clock basis.

1) Worker'b Committeeb were the nuclei in which patriotic 
elements struggled against the regime. The committees 
included patriotic elements with no clearly defined 
political affiliation but a coalition of different 
groups. They concentrated their work around purely 
unionist activities and conducted these activities 
publicly. In 1953 and 1956, the trade unions were sub­
jected to an oppressive campaign of arrests. Since then, lectuals and then spread among the workers 
the public activities of the labor movement have dis­
appeared; part of it has joined the other national 
organizations.

Beirut and Damascus, and were influenced by the nation­
alist organizations that existed in Lebanon, Syria and 
Jordan. The Arab National Movement established polit­
ical organizations which were extensions of the existing 
central organization. The ANM played a role among intel-

2) The Front Ton National Re{orm has included patriotic 
elements with different affiliations, all agreeing on 
the necessity of making reform, as the name clearly 
indicates. It is natural that this organization because 
of tis reformist nature vanished in 1958. Two splits 
arose 1) The National Liberation Front came out of a 
split and introduced basic adjustments on the program 
of the FNR.2) In 1961, the first communist organization 
existed within the, F ro n t.. The communists passed through 
two stages. The first stage was activity in the sphere 
of publicity and general work within the Front, with no 
party organization as known. Their only committment 
was to Marxism Leninism and full participation in the 
National struggles including the worker's struggle in 
the Eastern area, and participation in the Front. The 
second stage has superseded the Front, through the NLF 
and the establishment of a party organization within 
the Front in 1 9 6 1 .

6)_ The Popular Demo e ro tic  LParty originated, as a result of 
a meeting between the Popular Democratic Front {o r 
the L iberation o{ P a la t in e  and The Organization {or 
National Revolution in 1970. The party considers itself 
Marxist Leninist organization and adopted a strategy of 
armed struggle.

7) Front For Popular Struggle is an organization formed 
recently which publishes news and propaganda.

SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF VANGUARD VOICE, A SAUDI 
ARABIAN PUBLICATION WRITTEN IN EXILE

OMANI STUDENTS' CONFERENCE

3) The Union o{ the People o{ the Arabian Penninbula 
came out as a split of the FNR. . The Union adapts a 
Nasserite tendency and has participated in many activ­

ities.

4 ) The Ba'ath Arab S o c ia lis t Party has passed through 
two stages. The first stage of theoretical committment 
without organizational commitment ended by the end 
of the 5 0 's and a new stage of organizational comnit- 
ment began. The Ba'ath participated in nationalist 
labor activities and they take credit in transforming 
demands into political struggle. The pioneers of the 
Ba'ath came from the workers.

5 ) Arab National Movement is an extension of a central 
organization which includes teachers from Syria, Jordan 
Palestine, and Saudi students who studied in schools of

Omani students recently held an important conference in 
Baghdad. Their organization, the National Union of Cmani 
Students, was formed last year by organizations of Cmani 
students enrolled in Kuwait, Iraq, Egypt, Syria, and the 
Soviet Union. Guests invited by the NUOS included repre­
sentatives of the National Union of Iraqi Students, the 
Palestine Liberation Organization , the Student Federa­
tion of Bahrain, and the Popular Front for Liberation of 
Oman and the Arabian Gulf (PFLOAG). The PFLOAG represen­
tative praised the positive role of the Omani student 
movement in supporting the struggle of PFLOAG. He stressed 
the necessity of cohesion of nationalist forces in the 
Arab World in the face of imperialist and reactionary at­
tacks. A similar theme was struck by the representative 
of the National Students' Office of Iraq, who described 
the present historical juncture in the Middle East as 
being marked with acute struggle between the Arab revolu­
tion on one hand and the iirperialist-reactionary-Zionist 
coalition on the other. He stressed the importance of 
deepening revolutionary consciousness among the masses 
so as to counter alliances formed by Iranian and local 
reaction.

Baghdad Observer, August 9
____________________Saut a i  Thawra, September 1_______

the energy labyrinth
"WHAT CAN WE SAV ABOUT THE 'ENERGY CRISIS’ WHEN WE 
KNOW IT 'S  A MYTH?"— this is a question that has 
proved to be very difficult. It was tentatively con­
cluded that the more inportant job was not to show 
how 'bupply and demand' figures are being manipula­
ted, but to indicate why the 'energy c r ib ib ' is a 
myth that imperialist powers need to develop at this 
juncture in history...why, for example, oil compa­
nies now imply that production is ’ con tro lled ’ by 
countries in the Third World, or why the press now 
projects viciously racist stereotypes of Arabs.

In this spirit, the following two-part article tries 
to examine the fabricated ’energy crib ib 1 in rela­
tion to the very real crisis of world capitalism
today---with special attention being paid to effects
that both may have upon the peoples of the Middle 
East.

I. CAPTURING THE WORLD MARKET

A. How u)ab i t  done? (1859-1940)

More than 3000 years ago, inhabitants of ancient Me­
sopotamia (now Iraq) knew how to distill a black 
fluid that oozed from the ground and to use the re­
sulting product as a fuel, medicine, or means of wa­
terproofing. Petroleum's modem history as a coirmo- 
dity, however, only began in 1859 in Titusville, 
Pennsylvania, when Edwin L. Drake drilled a 70-foot 
well and began selling its output. Petroleum was 
first used in place of coal as a source of heat and 
light, giving birth to kerosene lamps and stoves. 
Within the United States, one man, John D. Rockefel­
ler soon set his sights on dominating the oil busi­
ness and created the Standard Oil Company in 1 8 7 0  

in order to attain his goal.

Within a mere decade, Rockefeller had mercilessly 
squashed competitors in the United States, and 
despite oil discoveries in Rumania and Tsarist Rus­
sia by European capitalists, he was ready to comer 
a large share of the world market. It is indicative 
of the scale of American production that, as late 
as 1896, Shell Trading and Transport— a predecessor 
of Shell Oil— was formed in Britain, not as a pro­
ducing firm, but as a marketer of John D. Rockefel­
ler's oil in Europe.

However, as it approached its thirtieth birthday in 
1900, Standard Oil began to encounter difficulties.
It's wells in Midwestern states began to go dry, and 
European rivals had established prolific new wells 
in Rumania, Russia, and the Dutch East Indies. At 
the same time, domestic outcry against .Standard's 
domination of the American market had swelled to a 
roar.

In 1901, discovery of the famous "Spindletop" gusher 
in Texas inaugurated a new era in American oil pro­
duction, creating an opportunity for other capitalist 
dynasties, such as the Mellons (whose fortune was ori­
ginally based upon banking and coal), to corrpete with 
John D. Rockefeller. In 1907, Shell Transport combined 
with Its main European conpetitor, Royal Dutch, esta­
blishing a threat to Rockefeller's leading role within 
the world market. Through the American investment firm 
of Kuhn & Loeb, the new firm's backers released some

of their stock onto the American market, seeking to 
attack Rockefeller's rear flank. Finally, in 1911, un­
der pressure from Rockefeller's adversaries, the Su­
preme Court of the United States ordered dissolution 
of the Standard Oil empire. Nonetheless, the oil baron 
and his heirs retained controlling interests in the 
successor firms that arose— Standard Oil of New Jersey, 
Socony, Standard Oil of Indiana, Standard Oil of Cali­
fornia, et cetera.

Since 1859, petroleum had passed from its "kerosene- 
lamp" stage to being the number one raw material for 
industrialized nations. In just five decades, it had 
emerged as the principal fuel for electrical energy 
production and was challenging coal as the leading in­
dustrial fuel. Invention of the internal combustion 
engine heralded petroleum's marriage with the automo­
bile, while discoveries of countless uses for its de­
rivatives spurred the expansion of the chemicals in­
dustry.

Such factors are not to be discounted when one exa­
mines the causes of World War I, particularly within 
the Middle Eastern theatre. For Britain, the Ottoman 
Ehpire, politically and militarily allied with Germa­
ny's Kaiser, was a much-lamented obstacle. Turkish 
control of the Bosporus threatened oil transports 
from southern Russia, while Istanbul's domination of 
Iraq threatened the rich fields along the Persian 
coast and prevented development of reserves that had 
been discovered in 1907 in Iraq itself.

The war's outcome assured British and American hege­
mony in the world market, setting off a mad scramble 
to penetrate the Middle East. Although Britain now 
held political and military control, American oilmen, 
with the Rockefellers in the lead, sternly insisted 
upon an "Open Door" policy. Their campaign soon paid 
off, partially because a large slice of the British 
war debt was owed to American banks, including the 
Rockefellers' Chase National Bank (now Chase Manhat­
tan). By 1928, Jersey Standard and Socony had ac­
quired a 23.75 percent share of the Iraq Petroleum 
Company, while Gulf Oil had gained control of 50 
percent of Kuwait's production. Similarly, Standard 

Oil of California had gained sole rights in the 
dependency of Bahrain.

However, the post-World War I petroleum boom-- manifes­
ted not solely in the Middle East, but in Texas or Ve­
nezuela---soon led to a crisis in the market. Surplus
capacity and production threatened to touch off an in­
ternational price war which would surely harm profita­
bility. In 1928, at the urging of Sir Henri Deterding, 
the chairman of Royal Dutch/Shell, leading oilmen met at 
Achnacarry Castle in Scotland to shape the famous "Ach- 
nacarry" or "As Is" agreement. Major companies would no 
longer seek to penetrate each other's respective marke­
ting areas, and Texas prices per barrel of crude oil were 
established as the world-wide standard. Under the latter 
provision--which ib  b t i l l  in  e{{ect to  day'.--enormous dis­
parities between crude oil prices in Texas and in other 
parts of the world have ensured decades of majestic pro­
fits.

A world-wide pricing agreement would have been far more 
difficult, were it not for the fact that eight large 
firms had controlled at least eighty percent of the 
world's production since 1918. Members of the cartel in­
clude five American firms, two British firms, and the 
Compagnie Francaise des Petroles.



Within \Pe United States, the cartel's existence attrac- 
ted limited notice until the final years of the Great 
Depression> f°r its members carefully tried to cultivate 
the lege1** that petroleum was a sharply competitive bu­
siness dominated Uy thousands of small producers and 
diStrlbu'tors- it was only in 1941 that reports issued by 
the feiporary National Economic Committee gave an indi­
cation of ho™ a handful of capitalist dynasties ruled 
the real111 °f petroleum.

As shown i11 Table A, Rockefeller heirs maintained con­
trol of $t least ten percent of the stock in the four 
largest offshoots of the monopoly that had been erected 
in 1 8 7 0. family's dominant position within the in­
dustry n°t teen abolished by the U.S. Supreme Court's 
1 9 1 1  antitrust decision... a fact that offers a grim 
warning to present-day advocates of "trust-busting" as 
a solution f°r today's "energy c r is is ."

C oncurren tly, the TNEC reports exposed the existence of
other fil™3* such as Gulf Oil (Mellon) or Tidewater Oil 
(Getty) where single-family control was even more bla­
tant tt# 1 anong the Rockefeller companies. Since the 
thirties patterns of control have undergone few major 
alterations• ho fact, concentration of ownership is as 
basic to the world petroleum Industry , as pipelines, re­
fineries or secret pricing agreements---providing a
vital clue to understanding how the "energy c r is is "  
has becd1® front-page news.

Colonel Drake (right) founded an industry with his well.

Tabfo A OWNERSHIP o{ TWELVE LEAVING AMERICAN OIL FIRMS -in 1937

Companl Controlling Percentages ofi Company Controlling Percentages o£
Interests Common Stock Interests Common Stock

1 ) St3Adard Oil Rockefeller 13.51% 6 ) Standard Oil Rockefeller 1 2 .3 2%
of Nev( Jersey* Harkness 4.30% of California* Harkness 3.44%

(Std. Oil of Indiana) 6 .6 9 % 15-76%
Wi50%

7) Gulf Oil* Mellon 69.50%
2 ) cities Service (Empire Gas & Fuel) 1 0 0 .0 0 %

3 ) socony Vacuum* Rockefeller 16.34% 8 ) Shell Union* (Royal Dutch) 64.00%
Harkness 2.13%

107% 9) Consolidated Oil Rockefeller 6.03%
(Sinclair)

4) Stared 0 1 1 Rockefeller 11.36%
of Indi3113 Harkness 2 .9 2 % 10) Phillips Oil Phillips 7 8 .0 0%

14.28% and Gas du Pont 4.81%
8 2 .8 1 %

c;) Te*as Conpany* Hill 1.30%
Gates 1.30% 11) Tidewater Oil Getty 2 5 .0 0 %
Lapham 1 .1 0 %

3-70% 12) Atlantic Refining Rockefeller 1.50%

*---firms with Middle East subsidiaries in 1 9 3 7

1 --------Rockefeller holdings include those of the Rockefeller Foundation, other "charitable" enterprises
of the family, and also Rockefeller trusteeships for other persons. The Harknesses had been original 
partners of John D. Rockefeller I when the Standard Oil Company was established in 1870.

2 --------Cities Service controlled an extensive network of gas and electrical utilities as well as oil
ventures. Brpire Gas and Fuel was a holding conpany largely controlled by Henry L. Doherty, the head 
of Cities Service.

Source: Investigation  o j Conce.ntiuxZi.on ofa Economic. Power, U.S. Temporary National Economic 
Committee, Monograph 29 (Washington, D.C., 1940)

I. CAPTURING THE WORLV MARKET

B. How was i t  done {1940-1960) ?

Since the Great Depression, which forced the collapse 
of many small producers and marketers of petroleum, 
the handful of "super-firms" has assumed even greater 
power within the United States. During World War II, 
they succeeded in enlisting the Roosevelt government 
to enforce a domestic monopoly prices system that 
ensured rapid capital accumulation, {Table. B).

Overseas, one of the major firms' greatest victories 
was consolidation of power in "Saudi" Arabia. There, 
King Ibn Saud, throughout the twenties, had refused 
to do business with Britain, the protector of rival 
Hashemite dynasties in Jordan and Iraq. In 1933, he 
opened the door to Standard Oil of California, whose 
discoveries in the Dhahran region soon proved so ex­
tensive that other American firms began to protest its 
"monopoly." In 1936, Texaco was admitted to Ibn Saud's 
kingdom, after having agreed to share its superior 
marketing facilities with Standard Oil of California. 
Finally, in 1944, Socony and Standard Oil of New Jer­
sey struck an agreement with their two predecessors, 
whereby the four firms established a combined produc­
tion firm, the Arabian-American Oil Conpany (ARAMCO).

Of course, the "Saudi" bonanza was of little immediate 
value under Depression conditions or during World War 
II (even though the ARAMCO partners did turn handsome 
profits from overcharging the U.S. Navy). Its true im­
portance, as we shall see, emerged during the post-war 
period.

Even though the war had allowed leading companies a pe­
riod of super-profits, its outcome did not present an 
entirely cheerful picture. Large portions of the world 
had now been removed from imperialism's reach. A com­
munist government in Rumania nationalized rich oil 
fields that had been exploited by foreign firms since 
the l890's, while, in China, the forward motion of the 
People's Liberation Army shattered the cartel's pre-war 
hopes of setting up drilling operations.

Worse yet, the war nearly destroyed Western Europe's 
broad industrial base, which had provided an ever-ex­
panding market for petroleum. Without high demand in 
Europe, the cartel's control of the Middle East would 
soon have become meaningless. "Reconstruction" under 
the auspices of the Marshall Plan was, in this sense, 
essential to the survival of European and American oil 
firms alike.

/4 Table C Geographical Sh ifts  in  O il Production
1935-55

Respective percentages of world production are calcula­
ted according to data furnished by Harvey O'Connor in World 
C risis in  O il, New York, Monthly Review Press, I960.

U.S. Venezuela Middle Ea&t Other area&
1939 6 0 .2% 8.5% 5.1% 2 6 .2 %
1940 62.9% 8 .6 % 4.4% 24.1%

1945 6 6 .0% 12.5% 1.2% 14.3%
1950 51.9% if. 9% if. 3% 16.97

1955 44.2% 14.0% 1 8 .2% 2 3 .6 %

(During this 20-year period, American production had 
actually risen by 1 3 0 percent, but production in other na­
tions rose by 380 percent. Naturally, Middle Eastern pe­
troleum output had shown the greatest increase— 7235 per- 
cent!—with the 1 9 5 0 -5 5  period providing most of it.)

Table S P ro fits  ofi Five Largest American 
O il Firms: 1930-1945

l ) 1930-40
(millions of $) 

7 2 0- 
3 2 2-
101------
1.96--------------
246--------

$1 ? 5 8 5 million

Std. O il N .J.- 
Socony Vacuum- 
Gul£-

$144 million-

-Texaco---------
-Std. O il Cali&.

Yearly average

2] 1941-45
(millions of $) 
662 
214 

173*
237*

197
$1,483 million 

— $ 2 9 6 million

*— firms whose wartime profits (1941-45) exceeded 
those of the previous decade. For the five firms as a whole 
average yearly profits during the war were more than twice 
as high as during the 10 Depression years, largely because 
of increased domestic demand and Federal price supports.

As injections of American capital revitalized the 
economies of Western Europe, the Middle East as­
sumed a new stature. By 1950, yearly production 
climbed more than twice above the 1945 level, ac­
counting for a major shift in the world supply 
chain {Table C ). Before World War II, the United 
States had still been an oil-exporting nation, but, 
during the 1940-50 decade, its share of world out­

put declined by more than one-fifth. On the other 
hand, the Middle Eastern share nearly quadrupled, 
with Western Europe and Japan becoming principal 
markets.

The post-war shift in production patterns was hard­
ly dictated by an oil shortage within the United 
States. Instead, the cause can be traced directly 
to profit opportunities arising from the 1928 Ach- 
nacarry Agreement. Production costs and taxes in 
Texas, Oklahoma, or California were substantially 
higher than in Canada or Venezuela, which had be­
come important suppliers of the American market du­
ring World War II. Thus, it was far more profitable 
for the cartel to meet a portion of American demand 
with foreign, instead of domestic oil.

In Venezuela, for example, fresh capital inputs 
caused oil production to increase more than two­
fold during the 1945-55 period, so that the cartel 
could transform supply patterns within the United 
States.

Because the largest firms began to turn their eyes 
away from domestic production, illusory advantages 
emerged for "independent" American producers who 
had survived the Depression. Some "independents," 
especially in the Southwest, could now expand ope­
rations without fear of being crushed by Esso, Gulf, 
or Texaco. In this way, individuals such as Harrison 
L. Hunt or Sidney Richardson accumulated sizeable 
fortunes based upon post-war domestic discoveries.

Nonetheless, the "independents" have always collided 
with a stone wall in the marketing sphere, which the 
cartel has always dominated. Lacking the capital to 
build nationwide pipelines, tanker fleets, or East 
Coast refineries, small producers must depend heavily 
upon sales of crude oil to the industry's overlords.

Survival of small producers in the West has further 
facilitated the cartel's machinations. Because of the 
deceptively high number of producing firms incorpo­

rated domestically, the majors have successfully 
pretended that petroleum is one of the nation's 
least monopolistic industries. Through the years, 
large and small firms alike have joined hands to



win and maintain such privileges as the 2 7 .5  per­
cent "oil depletion" allowance, an "open door" po­
licy on offshore oil reserves, and minimal federal 
supervision of pipeline and refinery construction.

more than six months. Moreover, nationalist Syria shut 
n  Its sections of ARAMCO's pipelines to the Mediterranean 

In order to express solidarity with Egypt. As European 
supplies dwindled, the oil barons panicked.

Despite the cartel's enormous privileges within the 
United States and Europe, post-war acceleration of 
production In the colonial world could hardly con­
tinue without inspiring the resistance of the mas­
ses. In Iran, In 1951, the parliament yielded to 
popular demands for full nationalization of proper­
ties that the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company had acquired 
under a 9 8-year concession in 1907- This action 
posed a nightmarish question to the cartel: "What i l  
other. 0Lt-pA0 du.cU.ng nation!, chose to  fa llow  Iran 's  
example.?"

"From .1911, when Anglo got in to  operation, to f95f, 
Juan had re a lize d  $316 m illion, in  o i l  ne.ve.nu.eA and 
the B ritis h  government $700 m illio n —not to mention 
the golden faow in to Anglo's own eocene,. In  1950, 
the yean pneeeding n a tio n a liza tio n , Inan had received  
$45 m illio n  and the B ritis h  Treasury $140 m illio n . In  
th a t yean, lnan nealized mone nevenue Inom the s ta te  
tobacco monopoly than faom petnoleum."

Harvey O'Connor, World C ris is  in  O il * oil.

While Anglo-Iranian's shareholders fretted and fumed, 
and compelled the British Government to bring their 
case before the United Nations Security Council, the 
Mossadegh government In Iran contemplated selling oil 
at prices substantially lower than those of the past. 
Anglo-Iranian itself stepped up production in its Ku­
waiti fields and obtained agreement from cartel col­
leagues to establish a global boycott against Iranian
oil. Although Italy and Japan began to defy the boy­
cott by 1 9 5 2 , it was generally successful, offering 
another demonstration of the global power of leading 

firms.

In 1953, with American assistance and guidance, the 
Iranian army overthrew Premier Mossadegh. Within days, 
Herbert Hoover, Jr. arrived in Teheran to arrange a 
deal with the new premier, General Fazlollah Zahedi. 
Anglo-Iranian's former monopoly was replaced by an 
eight-member partnership In which five leading Ameri­
can firms gained control of 40 percent of production. 
This, together with the earlier penetration of Saudi 
Arabia, completed the well-established American dream 

of "opening doors" in every Middle Eastern nation with 
proven or suspected oil reserves. Another 20 percent 
share in the Iranian Consortium was granted to Shell 
and to the Conpagnie Francaise des Petroles, while An- 
glo-Iranian (now renamed British Petroleum) received 
the remaining 40 percent. The new agreement also per­
mitted the Iranian monarchy a 50 percent share of 
crude oil profits, along the lines of ARAMCO's agree­
ment with Ibn Saud.

Having weathered the Iran crisis with minimal discom­
fort, the cartel now looked forward to a golden future. 
Its five American members, during 1954-55* reaped $3.02 
b il l io n  in  p ro fits , or twenty percent more than during 
1952-53. Likewise, for Shell and British Petroleum, 
profits reached $1.06 b il l io n , twenty-five percent above 
those of 1952-53-

Dreams of mushrooming profits, however, were rudely sha­
ken in 1956 when the Suez Canal crisis erupted. Because 
of damages incurred during the Anglo-French-Israeli in­
vasion of Egypt, the most vital oil transport link be­
tween the Middle East and Europe remained closed for

American anti-trust laws were temporarily waived so that 
a "Middle East Elnergency Committee," headed by Standard 
Oil of New Jersey, could arrange American exports to Eu­
rope. Additional oil was drawn from Venezuela and Canada 
for the European market, but such measures did not suf­
fice, and rationing was temporarily introduced in some 
nations.

Because the Suez closure and reliance upon far-away sup­
ply sources led to increased transport fees, the cartel, 
at first, appeared to benefit. For 1956-57, its five A- 
merican members earned profits of $3.82 b il l io n ,  on nean- 
l y  50 pencent mone than they had duning 1954-55. However, 
the world market could not sustain long-term "emergency" 
prices, and declining demand soon began to take its toll. 
The next three years were marked by a precipitous de­
crease, and then, relative stagnation of profits (Table 
V)

Furthermore, Venezuela, Mexico, and some Arab nations 
began to push for establishment of a unified bloc of 
oil-producing nations— leading to formation, in I9 6 0 , 
of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC).

THEFT IW VENEZUELA: "The companiei in  .1957, the l a i t  
l a l l  yean 0  l  the  Jimenez d ic ta te  ha hip, made a p r o l i t  
o l $829 m illio n , a gain ol $160 m illio n  oven the pne- 
ceding yean, w ith  Cneole, the Standand AubAidiany, and 
S hell accounting lon 70 pencent o l the to ta l.. .O n  a net 
inve&tment o l $2,578 m illio n , the companiei' netunn 
wonked out a t  32.5 pencent, which woa mone than two and 
one h a ll timeA a i gneat oa the netunn enjoyed by othen 
U.S. companies in  Venezuela and mone than tw ice the ne­
tunn on U.S. investments in  the nest o l Latin  Amenica."

Harvey O'Connor, Would Cnisis in  O il

In the Middle East, the future also seemed ominous for 
the cartel. After the Hashemite monarchy was overthrown 
in Iraq in 1958, the government of Colonel Karim Kassem 
began to consider nationalization of the prestigious I- 
raq Petroleum Company and sought advice from Soviet pe­
troleum experts. Under Petroleum Minister Abdullah el 
Tariki, even the Saudi Arabian government began to de­
mand a 60 percent share of ARAMCO's crude oil profits, 
in keeping with the Venezuelan arrangement of 1958.

Such factors as these served to dissipate the optimism 
that had existed at the beginning of the decade or after 
the cartel's 1953 "victory" in Iran. It is little wonder 
that, in 1958, a special report issued by the Rockefeller 
Brothers Fund could emphasize the fragility of the highly 
profitable West European market for Middle Eastern crude:

"Neventheless, the  economic s itu a tio n  oft the indus­
t r ia l iz e d  nations nemains pnecanious. 11 Asian, Middle 
Eastern, and African nationalism , explo ited by the Soviet 
bloc, becomes a destructive farce, European supplies ol 
o i l  and othen essentia l raw m aterials may be jeopardized.'

II. THE CARTEL PLANS FOR A NEW ERA

A. The F ir s t  Phase (1960-1967)

Following the closure of the Suez Canal, one of the i- 
nitial symptoms of the oil barons' displeasure was a 
flurry of military ventures, such as the use of Ameri­
can marines to quell a nationalist uprising in Lebanon 
or the stationing of British troops in Jordan and Ku­
wait for encirclement of Iraq's nationalist regime. In 
1959, the U.S. established bilateral pacts with Turkey, 
Iran, and Pakistan in order to bolster their regimes 
and to develop a supplementary force for confronting 
Arab nationalism^

The post-Suez counter-offensive, however, could not de­
pend upon military and political maneuvers alone. Crea­
tion of a more secure production-and-transport network 
was also a fundamental aim. Though the petroleum cartel 
could not wholly abandon the Suez route, long-term plans 
involved reduction of its role, with the result that by 
June, 1967, only 40 percent of Middle East oil trans­
ports passed to Europe via Suez.

Expansion of land routes and discovery of new oil re­
sources west of the Canal were basic to such a strata­
gem. In the first instance, efforts were made to aug­
ment capacity of the ARAMCO and Iraq Petroleum Company 
pipelines whose terminal points were in Lebanon. Con­
struction of a new pipeline from Iran to the Turkish 
coast (still uncompleted) was started in the early six­
ties, and Israel was encouraged to begin building a 
pipeline from the Red Sea through the Negev Desert (fi­
nished in 1 9 6 9 ).

Foreign Economic Policy Ion the Twentieth Century 
(Garden City, New York, 1958), Rockefeller Brothers Fund, 
page 1 6 .

The post-Suez profits squeeze, together with escalating 
discontent in oil-producing nations of both hemispheres, 
signalled the beginning of a new era for the oil baronage 
For this era, all available resources would be mobilized 
in a campaign to overcome the contradictions that had a- 
risen from an insatiable hunger for oil from the colonial 
world. The strategies that were developed, as we shall 

see, directly underly today's "energy c r is is ."

Nevertheless, pipeline construction costs meant that 
development of new oil fields would receive greater em­
phasis during the new era. The most notable expansion 
occurred in Libya, where oil was first discovered in 
1959. Libya's output, by 1965, surpassed 1 million bar­
rels per day, with American firms controlling 90 per­
cent. Similarly, Algeria, despite the presence of a na­
tionalist regime that demanded high royalties and a 
partnership arrangement in oil ventures, was yielding 
half a million barrels per day by 1965•

The industry's desire to bypass Suez is equally indica­
ted by the fact that, in 1 9 6 3 , Standard Oil of Indiana 
and Phillips Petroleum hastened to reach agreement with 
the government of Gamal Abdel Nasser for exploitation 
of fields in Egypt's Western Desert. At the same time, 
Italy's Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi (ENI) signed a con­
tract for development of oil in the Sinai Peninsula 
(occupied by Israel since 1967).

Of course, even the most optimistic predictions about 
North African oil supplies could not exclude continu­
ing dependency upon the Arab Gulf region. Here, the 
cartel undertook a significant re-shuffling of output 
patterns. In spite of the 1 9 6 3 coup d'etat that gave 
power to a subservient regime in Iraq, the cartel-con­
trolled Iraq Petroleum Company refrained from stepping 
up operations. Instead, emphasis was given to the "de­
pendable" fields of Iran, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia, a- 
long with an intense search for new sources in the for­
merly ignored sheikhdoms along the Gulf.



Major firms now displayed a new willingness to grant 
higher revenues to local regimes and to open the door 
to smaller "competitors." For example, Iran was encou­
raged to use some of its royalties In creating the Na­
tional Iranian Oil Company (NIOC), which drilled its 
own fields in the Kermanshah area and established off­
shore Joint ventures with lesser American firms, such 
as Phillips Petroleum and Richfield Oil. Similarly, 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait were encouraged to form their 
own national companies that now own and operate local 
refineries and engage in foreign investment. Major and 
minor firms alike pushed into such new areas as Qatar 
and Abu Dhabi. In Abu Dhabi, where there had been no 
drilling prior to 1958, output exceeded 200,000 bar­
rels per day by 1965, causing the Western press to de­
scribe it as "another Kuwait."

Rapidly expanding output in the Arab Gulf region can 
be partially explained in terms of the industry's hope 
for eventual development of the Cape of Good Hope sup­
ply route as an alternative to Suez. By 1962, the al­
most dormant American and British shipbuilding indus­
tries were being galvanized by demand for larger and 
faster tankers. In the United States alone, more than 
sixty contracts were awarded for "jumboizing" conven­
tional ships in 1962. Concurrently, efforts were made 
to develop high-speed engines, even for vessels above 
the 50,000 ton category, so that, by 1964, the first 
specimens of present-day "super-tankers" were begin­
ning to appear.

Despite the long-term promise of various methods for 
assuring continued extraction of super-profits frcm 
the Middle East, the industry began an intensive hunt 
for new fields in other parts of the world. For exam­
ple, close attention was paid to western Nigeria, 
where output nearly matched Libya's until the Nige­
rian Civil War began in 1967. Major and minor firms 
alike also made exploration deals with the colonial 
occupiers of Angola and Mozambique, despite the rise 
of dynamic liberation movements. In the Far East, new 
priority was given to Indonesia, where the Sukarno go­
vernment had nationalized foreign holdings during the 
fifties. After careful groundwork by the United States' 
Central Intelligence Agency, Indonesia's army over­
threw Sukarno in 1965, bringing to power a clique of 
generals who immediately re-opened the door to the 

oil cartel.

Nevertheless, aggressive efforts to de-enphasize the 
Suez Canal or develop new transport methods did not 
solve the most critical problem— namely the profits 
squeeze that had first appeared in 1958. Together, 
British and American firms controlled seventy percent 
of the world oil trade, and the Middle East continued 
to provide nearly two-thirds of their overseas pro­
fits, as it had since the end of World War II. In the 
golden year of 1956, the seven largest American oil 
companies showed a 14.2 percent ratio between profits 
and invested capital. Ten years later, their over-all 
profits were $1.4 billion higher than in 1956, but 
the ratio of profits to invested capital was 12.2 
percent even though industry spokesmen termed 1966 a 

"good" year (See Table E).

In part, the majors' lagging profit ratios resulted 
from increased competition throughout the world:

"Relinqui&hmenti oh pontiom o{ old co n ce iiiom , 
n a tio n a liz a tio n i, and development oh o^ihosie. d n il-  
lin g  techniguei have, complicated the conceiiion map 
oh the. Middle. E a it and Nonth Ahnica. Ai a conollany, 
the. dominance oh the majom kai declined: in  1965, 
they accounted hofl about 75 percent oh pnoductaon

o utiide  Nonth America and the communiit countniei,
17 compared to 90 percent in  1952.'. .Between 7957 and 

1965, the average payment oh Eaitenn Hemisphene h o it 
countniei ho a a bannel oh o i l  daopped i  l ig h t ly ,  hnom 
78$ to 76$, but pao h-iti Aetained by the big companie6 
plunged hAom 77$ to 40$ a i the gnowth oh competition 
including incneaied o i l  expoAti hAom the USSR to  non- 
cormuniit countniei h°nced o i l  pnicei down."
United S ta te i JnteA eiti in  the Middle E a it (American 
Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research,1968)

The situation profoundly affected two vital areas---
financing of new undertakings and funneling of divi­
dends to shareholders. During the early sixties, di­
vidend payouts equivalent to 60 percent of profits 
were common among the largest American corporations, 
but, after 1965, payout ratios began to fall. In 1966, 
the nation's seven largest oil firms showed a payout 
ratio of 55 percent.

Lower returns to shareholders can be traced primarily 
to structural changes instituted in the post-Suez era. 
Such steps as development of new fields or expansion 
of tanker facilities were associated with a phenomenal 
increase in assets. By 1966, the seven leading Ameri­
can firms listed assets of $43 billion---neanly twice
ai high a i in  1956. Such an increase, during a decade

i U S i k

Table E PROFITS PICTURE REMAINS BLEAK h°A 
SEVEN LARGEST AMERICAN OIL FIRMS

RATIOS oh PROFITS to INVESTED CAPITAL
1956 1961 1966 1971

Std. O il
Mobil
Texaco

N.J. 1 5 . n 9.0% 8.91 7.8%

Gulh
Std. O il Indiana
Std. O il Calih .

Table E RATIOS oh PROFITS to  INVESTED CAPITAL 
1956 1961 1966 1971

S td .O il N.J. ^578? 10.7? 1272? 1276?
Mobil 12.0?* 7.8?* 9-7?* 11.2?* a
Texaco 16.5? 14.5? 15.9? 13.4? a
Gulh 14.8? 11.0? 12.3? 10.2?* a
S td .O il Indiana -7.1?* 6.6?* 9.1?* 9 M * a
S td .O il Calih. 15.8? 11.7? 12.1? 10.4?*
1S h ell-U .S .) 15.0? 9.5?* 13-4? 8.7?* a
Oven-all 
avenagei 14.2? 10.5? 11.9? 11.9?

*— Firms whose profits ratios were below averages 
for years indicated

a— Firms whose long-term debts have been equiva­
lent to more than 1 0 percent of assets since 1 9 6 6

The table of profits/invested capital ratios has 
been prepared according to financial data given in 
successive yearly issues of Moody’i  In d u itn ia l Manual.

MAJOR AMERICAN OIL FIRMS in  THREE PR0VUCING AREAS

Gulh

(Mellon)

50 %

MIDDLE EAST
PRODUCTION
SUBSIDIARIES:

lAanian O il 
Explanation 
6 PAoducing 
"Comontium"

IRAN

v______ _

Anamco Kuwait O il
Company

KUWAIT

curred without an effort to restrain dividends.

At the same time, one finds that retained earnings had 
not sufficed to finance rapid expansion. Like other a- 
reas of American industry during the mid-sixties, oil 
companies were compelled to underwrite some of their 
activities with borrowed capital, thereby departing 
from traditional reliance upon "internal financing."
By 1966, the seven leaders' long-term debts represented 
more than eight percent of assets. Such a level may 
appear inconsequential, but its meaning becomes clear 
when intensified borrowing since 1966 is considered.

Despite their enormous world-wide privileges, the pe­
troleum cartel's most eminent members had fallen prey 
to the general trend of capitalist decay. Since the 
yearly note oh pnoh-ht could rarely be kept at the high 
levels of earlier periods, further growth was becoming 
increasingly dependent upon credit. By 1966, the oil 
industry, similar to other sectors of American capita­
lism, was entering a period in which it would face 
painful choices between continuing ambitious expansion 
and ensuring the short-term happiness of shareholders 
and creditors.

Nationalised oil installation In Kirkuk.

__REC0MMENDED READING ON THE OIL CRISIS

O'Connor, Harvey, WoAld C A i i i i  i n  O il,  (New York, 1 9 6  

Engler, Robert, The P o l i t i c i  oh O il ,  (New York, i9 6 0 ) 
Magdoff, Harry, Age oh Im pen ia liim ,  (New York, 1 9 6 6 ) 
The Rockehellen Empine in  L a tin  AmeAica (North Ameri­
can Congress on Latin America panphlet)
Caie oh the  People v i .  Standand O il  (Pacific Counse­
ling Service pamphlet)

At the same time, new obstacles were beginning to ap­
pear, such as increases in Soviet oil exports. Within 
the Middle East, the left-wing Ba'ath regime in Syria 
began to develop its own newly-discovered oil resour­
ces and initiated construction of a national pipeline. 
At the end of 1966, the Syrian regime became involved 
in a dispute with the Iraq Petroleum Company over IPC 
lines across its territory. In the course of the dis­
pute, the government closed these pipelines for seve­
ral months and began to contemplate nationalization.

In June, 1967, when the "Six Day War" brought Israeli 
forces to the eastern bank of the Suez Canal and se­
verely damaged this still-important oil route, the 
cartel's post-1956 fears came true. Though the tanker 
fleet was now large enough to prevent shortages in 
Western Europe, as had occurred during the 1956-57 
Suez closure, transport costs shot up, causing West 
European nations to suffer a direct balance of pay­
ments loss greater than $1 billion per year.

As will be shown subsequently, the new blockage of 
the Suez route has had an effect far greater than the 
petroleum cartel has cared to admit. In essence, the 
Suez closure, now in its sixth year, has served to 
accelerate the complex dynamics of a crisis whose an­
tecedents pre-date 1 9 6 7 but is now cast before the 
public eye under the name "energy crisis."

Olonld Youth Fe i t iv a l

The Tenth World Festival of Youth and Students was held 
in Berlin. 25,646 delegates and guests from 140 countries 
attended the festival. Anti-imperialist solidarity was 
expressed in behalf of the peoples of Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia, as well as solidarity with Arab peoples,, and 
the struggle of the peoples in the Portuguese colonies. 
Solidarity greetings were extended to all the peoples 
in struggle throughout Asia, Africa and Latin America.
The rights of the Palestinian Arabs for self-determinatior 
was strongly voiced. Wannest solidarity was also extended 
to the people and youth of the Arab Gulf and South of 
the Arab Penninsula in their struggles against Imperial­
ism, reactionary intervention and the oil monopolies.

Baghdad ObieAveA .August 7,73



PROSECUTION OF IRANIAN STUDENTS UNSUCCESSFUL, BUT...

Early this year, the Iranian regime "celebrated" the 
tenth anniversary of the Shah's "White Revolution" by 
proclaiming long, loud and alone (except for his irrper- 
ialist backers) all the successes of land reform, indus­
trialization, and educational programs for its citizens. 
At the same time, Iran was making its historic $3 bil­
lion arms deal with the U.S. and concluding its "fav­
orable" agreements with the oil monopolies. The students 
in Iran's universities demonstrated to expose these 
propaganda, lies and easy deals. During the two months 
of protests, 28 students were killed by the Shah's U.S. 
trained army and police force, and hundreds were sent 
to prison and the Shah's torture chambers.

The regime's propaganda was also extended abroad. A World 
Affairs Council meeting was held in San Francisco, March 
8, 1973, to discuss the "successes" of the "White Revo­
lution". Heated confrontation by Iranian students against 
the vile lies of a member of the Iranian consulate took 
place. The Shah's spokesman claimed that 68 political 
opponents of the regime had not been executed because 
of their politics, but because they were"opium or her­
oin smugglers". The confrontation led to indictments of 
6 students by the FBI in what was obviously a joint 
U.S.-Iranian conspiracy attempt. Four members and sup­
porters of the Iranian Students Association in the U .S ., 
with two others named as defendants, were arrested for 
allegedly "assaulting a foreign diplomat".

The charges were totally fabricated to hamper the ISA 
efforts in exposing the brutal, dictatorial and corrupt 
nature of the puppet regime of the Shah, and the U.S. 
government's role in keeping the regime in power. The 
nature and intent of the charges was immediately exposed 
when it was proven that one of the defendants had been 
in Illinois on the night of the alleged incident. Secret 
grand jury charges against another defendant were later 
dropped when he was proven to have been in another city 
that same night.

Exposed in their efforts to harass the ISA, deprived of 
their chance to convict all six defendants, and faced 
with strong public pressure, the U.S. attorney was for­
ced to drop felony charges against all the students—  
charges which carried sentences up to three years in 
jail and $5,000 in fines. In order to end the tedious 
trial which had prevented the functioning of their 
normal activities, the two defendants chose to end the 
case by pleading guilty to a petty offense charge of 
"intimidating a foreign official". The two made it clea 
in court that what they had done was simply to express

their political views and to verbally challenge the 
views of the Iranian government; They stated that the 
heated discussion was clearly an exposure of the de­
plorable social and economic conditions in Iran and 
the lack of the basic democratic rights,

On September 7, 1973, the two defendants were sentenced 
in the harshest manner. One defendant, Parviz Shokat, 
was sentenced to six months in jail and $250 fine, the 
maximum penalty being 6 months in jail and $500 fine.
The other, Kambiz Ghaemmagham was given three years 
probation and $250 fine. The three other defendants 
were set free. The stiffness of the sentences, however, 
can only be seen as U.S. government cooperation with 
the Iranian regime in suppression of the Iranian Student 
Association's activities exposing the character of the 
dictatorship

Source: Farsi and English leaflet— Sept. 13, 1973 
I.S.A.U.S., P.0. Box 4000F, Berkeley, Ca­
lifornia, §4704.

-tcS / l^s

REVOLT IN SUVAN

A two week state of emergency was called in Khartum where 
students demonstrated and workers rioted against the gov­
ernment. Feneral Jaafar Numeiry interrupted his stay at 
the Conference of Non-Aligned countries in Algiers to 
return hptne to Khartum. The schools and universities 
were closed and a state of emergency was called.

Students had petitioned against suppression of political 
freedoms, and as a result, 3 were killed, and hundreds 
of suspects rounded up. At the same time, the powerful 
railway workers were demanding release of political de­
tainees. The participation of workers was taken very 
seriously by the regime. "The new and dangerous element 
if the participation of trade unionists in the disorder 
stated a Sudanese official, and Numeiry accused "retro­
grade and reactionary forces in collusion with the com­
munists" .

Le Monde, September 11, 1973
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JUDEA AND SAMARIA DAYAN'S PLANS FOR OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

Israelis these days are speaking more assuredly 
of "Jewish rights" in Judea and Samaria. They 
are referring to the 26 thousand square miles 
of land belonging to Egypt and Syria, together 
with the West Bank. The "fait accompli" consen­
sus conjures up visions of stagecoaches lining up 
for a dash on to the West Bank to stake claims.' 
275,000 acres of West Bank land have already been 
officially confiscated, especially in such areas 
as Hebron, where 120,000 Arabs live, and the 
'Samaritan' highlands, where 100,000 Arabs live. 
Israeli politicians speak privately of an "orderly 
transfer of population to the East Bank of the 
Jdrdan" that would follow Israeli settlement of 
the West Bank. Minister of Finance, Pinchas Sapir, 
has. said he favors "creating new borders to in­
clude as few Arabs as possible."

Washington Post, June 5

KIRYAT AR8A ZEALOTS

Jewish settlers of Klryat Arba, which overlooks 
occupied Hebron, are demanding that Israeli civil 
laws be applied to the entire West Bank so that 
private parties could more easily buy Arab land.* 
The village's residents currently flout Israeli 
laws by enploying Arab labor at sub-standard wages. 
In many cases, the settlers employ children 8 and 
9 years of age to carry out hard labor necessary 
for expansion of the settlement.
* Hebron iam ilies  have. protested th a t a t  le a s t  
250 dunam (60 acres) o i th e ir  land has been t a ­
ken over by the m ilita ry  ion the expansion oi 
K lrya t Arba. In  Bethlehem, the land co>Wlo- 
versy Is  becoming p a rtic u la r ly  acute, as more 
land is  eoni-cseated irom residents .

Jerusalem Post, August 30

PRISON STRIKE

In Nablus, 400 Arab prisoners protested against 
daily wage of 35 agorot (10 cents) for making 
handicraft items for tourists. Grievances also 
included a demand for edible food. Prisoners 
refused relatives' visits and demanded an im­
mediate investigation of conditions.

Jerusalem Post, August 20

* KALEIDOSCOPE M A T E R IA L  HAS BEEN ADAPTED FROM SOURCES 
LISTED BENEATH INDIVIDUAL I T E M S .

General Moshe Dayan is not known in Israel for subtlety 
in politicking. Recently he demanded of the Labor Party: 
"Either settle the occupied territories or eliminate me 
as a candidate." Without further ado, the Labor Party 
accepted a four-year plan proposed by Dayan. This plan 
calls for: l)Widespread Jewish land purchases; 2) Ex­
pansion of the eastern and southern sides of Jerusalem, 
with construction of a new Jewish suburb at Nevi Sbmuel; 
3) Encouragement of industry in the Rafiah area (nor­
thern tip of the Sinai Peninsula), with construction of 
a deep-water port, Yamlt, on the coast.

C hristian  Science Monitor, August 21

ARABS INSIDE ISRAEL: ARRESTS AND TORTURE

Israel's well-known Arab opposition lawyer, Felicia Lar­
ger is now defending 8 more political prisoners who were 
petitioning in the Golan Heights against the annexation. 
According to their relatives and lawyer, they have been
mercilessly tortured.____________________________________
Political harraS5ment~continues to escalate against Arab 
members of Rakah, the Communist Party. After a recent 
visit to Moscow, Gbazi Shbeita was arrested and charged 
with ' corrmunication with the enemy'. He had spoken with 
party comrad and Palestinian poet, Mahmud Darwish. Few
Arabjnembers_of_Rakah_have escaped 'house arrest'.__
Seven Arabs-were-arrested and tortured in Tirah village 
for supposedly having thdir names on a list, captured 
by Israeli terrorists in Lebanon in April.

Is ra e l 6 Palestine, July 1973



CHANGING NAMES >/

The Arab villageSOfBfnfrtffe occupied territories has 
been given the Biblical name Anatot. Light industry will 
be encouraged, and the village " w il l  contain othen Indus-  

jf .aM“ ° f  a noxious on p o llu ta n t natune. The
6<LLd tk a *  ^ 0 0 0  dunam  had bzzn

i T t  i ^ o  S f  iZKJeAalu «3«, M d the Inhab itan t* te f ,t  wene veny lew in  numben."
Jerusalem Post, September 9

WHERE HAS ALL THE MONEY GONE

General Moshe Dayan, now demands that the Histadrut 
bring Arab labor from the Gaza Strip under its con­
trol. Of course, separate Arab unions in Israel or 
in occupied territories have always been illegal^ 
How this "unionization" would affect Arabs is'i 
question whose answer is rapidly rising to the 
surface. On May 1 3 , Haanetz pointed out the bene­
fits to its Israeli advocates:

"Vetlne Ion fin a n c ia l gain Is  one o l the factons, 
l l  not the. pnlnclpal one, th a t unget H litadnut 
[Ezdenatlon ol Laban) o f f ic ia ls  to bnlng Anab 
wonkens Inom the tenn iton le * unden. theln  am pice* 
...The. hidden goal l *  to gain contnol o l I .L .
130 m illio n  th a t ha* accumulated In  the employ­
ment lund Ion Anab wonkens Inom the tenn iton le* 
and to  tnan*len  I t  to  a numben o l H litadnut In -  
tunance fu n d *.. .The top echelon ol the H litadnut 
l *  manned th a t, ikould  the pne*ent i ltu a t lo n  go 
on Ion a long tim e, I t  might cause a liq u id a tio n  
ol the continuation rnnken* ’ and agnlcultunal 
wonken*' Insunance lund*. Today, mone than h a ll  
the constnuctlon rnnken* In  the countny one 
Anab*. Appnoxlmately a th lnd o l them come Inom 
the. tenn iton le * and the n e tt  Inom Innen Tnlangle 
v illa g e * . Likewise I t  the S itua tion  In  agnicul- 
tune. Anab* wonk Ins ide  the Gneen L ine**In  pno- 
tected  tnade bnanche* .  A H litadnut committee Ion 
a lla ln t  o l rnnken* Inom the tenn iton le*  w i l l  be 
appointed.. .
11 so, i t  nemaln* unclean what the H litadnu t has 
done u lth  the. 130 m illio n  pound* I t  ha* been ac­
cumulating. . . " * *

**— The "Green Line" refers to pre- 1 9 6 7  
"borders".

**— Since 1 9 6 7 , Arab workers have been for­
ced to pay portions of their wages into 
Histadrut insurance and medical funds, 
even though they are not members.

ISRAELEFT, July issue

LESSONS OF ALGERIA

Y. Ben Porath, who is General Moshe Dayan's prin­
cipal economic advisor (In 1966, he published a 
book entitled The Anab Labon Fo4.ce In  Isnae l, 
portraying Israel's "success" in integrating the 
Arab minority into its post-1948 labor force), 
has recently stated pessimism with regard to 
Israel's domination of the Gaza Strip:

"The nlsk anlslng Inom an Anab labon lonce liv in g  
In  ml*enable hovel* neon lange lanms unknown to 
oloennment Intpecton* I t  a pnoblem 10 tim et mone 
dangenout than a l l  the othen hazandt, p o l i t ic a l  
and m iilta n y  combined.. .Anyone who has not taken 
to heant the le ttons of Algenla I t  simply b lind  
on has taken leave 0 f his sente*."

Le Monde, English weekly ed ition , 
April 11-12

Shawql Khatlb and Rami Livneh

Shawqi Khatib, A Palestinian Arab, member of the Rev­
olutionary Communist Alliance was sentenced to 15 years 
on June 24. Rami Livneh, also a member of the RCA and 
son of a Rakah member, was sentenced to 10 years im­
prisonment . Both were charged with having contact with 
Ahmed Khaldi, suspected member 'of the Palestinian Re-' 
sistance who had visited Israel 2 times. Livneh present­
ed a dramatic rebuttal to the court,reiterating his 'conn 
mitment and those of his comrades to struggle, against the 
Zionist state for a government of the Arab and Jewish 
masses. Meli Lehrman (sentenced to 7 years) was charged 
with failing to report evidence relevant to the original 
Syrian 'spy ring'. Others sentenced were Hassan Jabrin, 
Salah Jabrin, Ahmed Masri and Deab Sumsum for periods 
from 3 to 6 years for having been members of an 'illeg­
al' organization. Druze poet apd student Naim Areida 
was sentenced to 6 months. Is n a e le ft, July issue

Letten* and contnlbutlon* of suppont should be sent to :
1) Ram & Vanielah Livneh, 131 Venech Kibbutz Galuyot,

T e l'A v iv , Isnael
2) Shawql Khatlb, Vein Hannah, Lowen G a lile e , Isnael 
(N o tific a tio n  of suppont should be sent to Advocate,
F e lic ia  Langen, 4 Koneth Stneet, Jenusolm, Isn ae l)

Resistance ha* made av a ilab le  copies of Rami Livneh'* 
eloquent speech given dunlng his tn la l .  Please send 
40 cent* fon a 7 page photostatic copy.

m m s i

Military authorities in Northern Sinai have ordered evic­
tion of thousands of Beduin tribesmen "in order to pro­
tect the Gaza Strip and State Territory against hostile 
sabotage activity." Much property, and houses and crops in 
particular, have been destroyed. Earlier expulsions had 
led to energetic protests by progressive Israelis. The cur­
rent plans to expel the Beduins from the area include a 
resolution that would deny any employment in local settle­
ments to Beduins for "security reasons." Hiring decisions 
would be in the hands of the military governor, who is 
urged to "use all means at his. disposal to prevent employ­
ment ."

Projects currently planned include construction of an in­
ternational airport in the Pithat Rafiah area, for which 
60 dunams have already been confiscated (Presently, Sharm 
el Sheikh, in southern Sinai, is well under way in its 
construction of another international airport. Its new 
Ophira Field would be fully capable of handling and re­
fueling services for planes from other countries). A large 
transports terminal is also planned in the area of the 
Santa Katerina monastery in Sinai.

Jenutalem Post. July 24

GEORGIAN IMMIGRANTS REVOLT

In Israel on July 12 the international campaign for "human 
rights" for Soviet Jews was laid bare as a mammoth decep­
tion. "Some 2000 Georgian immigrants from all over the 
country entered Ashdod Port and paralysed most public of­
fices in town yesterday. They were protesting against re­
moval of 47 temporary port workers who started a 4-day 
hunger strike," [Jenutalem Post, July 13).

The director of the Jewish Agency, retired general Uzi 
^Narkiss, recently explained to a curious audience that 

Georgian immigrants were not used to being dismissed 
from jobs. He warned against looking at them as "refu­
gees," noting that many of them had previously enjoyed 
a higher living standard in the Soviet Republic of Geor­
gia than they found in Israel, (Jenutalem Post, July 16).

BLACK PANTHERS ON THE MOVEThe demonstrators occupied buildings which symbolized the 
causes of their plight— the town hall, the local rabbinate
the labor exchange, national insurance institute offices, , , , , , . ,
p. Hie health clinics, absorption ministry offices, and B1f k Pothers in Israel have entered into a cam-
the Jewish Agency headquarters in Ashdod. Fears of public *> Pr?test the lack of adequate housing, and
scandal among Zionist leaders prevented a force of 500 ho)™  practices. Housing sit-ins have occur-
policemen from intervening, even when a group of demonstra-*!6^ ’ resulting in severe retaliation from the police, 
tors attacked a clinic, wounding four and destroying its 111 dramatic protest, 40 young members of the Black 

interior.

In a state of frenzy, Shimon Peres, a former army general 
who is now Minister of Transport, personally intervened.
He ultimately signed agreements that included: 1) Rehiring 
of 34 Georgians who had been fired after six months as 
seasonal citrus workers; 2) Unemployment compensation to 
fired workers from the date of dismissal to the rehiring 
date, which was to be automatically set back one month;

3) Substantial wage increases for Georgian workers. All „  _. ,, , - aa. a *. a.* v. 4u
this was done during the absence of General Aharon Remez, i^hne, 30 Panthers blocked the city administration build-

Panthers held a demonstration at midnight at the 
police station in Hertzlia against the arrest of a 21 
year old woman and mother who had demanded adequate 
housing in Tel Aviv.

Yedlot Ahanonot, in Is n a e le ft, September 2

40 year old Yitzhak Ben-Shushan from Acre was imprisoned 
for holding a sit-down strike in front of city hall. U- 
pon his later release, he immediately resumed the strike. 
Knowledge of his arrest created another protest. This

the Director-General of the Ports Authority, who later 
stated his disapproval.

ing in Acre. Ben-Shushan's imprisonment was then ended.
Ma'anlv, August 15, in Is n a e le ft, September 2

Placards stated "Murderous police","Stop the Gestapo 
Methods",.were raised at a Black Panther demonstration 
on behalf of Meir Kurkas, 26, who died while at the 
Ashdod police station. All businesses in the city were 
closed during the funeral.

Vediot Ahanonot, August 17, in Is n a e le ft, S. 2

ARAB LJOMEN STERILIZED

Connlene d e lla  Sena, an Italian daily from Milan has re­
ported sterilizations of Arab Palestinian women without 
their knowledge. The demographic hysteria over increased 
Arab births has been voiced most frequently in the Israeli 
media. Dr. Cevan Bedirsky, an Israeli, accused other 
Israeli doctors in the maternity ward of Naharim hospital 
of sterilizing Arab women in the course of Caesarian 
childbirth. Israel's dail/Ma'ariv contacted the doctor 
who confirmed the statement attributed to him by Connlene 
d e lla  Sena. Women of the Arab Liberation Front have called 
upon their sisters, and all progressive women's organi- 

Ashdod industrialization and labor council officials, a - zations to help put an end to these barbaric actions, and 
long with Mayor Zvi Zelker, protested the Peres decision to denounce Zionist policies which embody such racism and 
arguing that the matter was not "strictly ad hoc," but sexism apparent in these dispicable deeds, 
could be a "dangerous precedent." Vanguand, September 1973

Immigrants from Georgia block the entrance to Ashdod Port In
yesterday s demonstration. mn».i

In an attempt to veil the causes of the seizure of Ashdod 
by Georgian immigrants, Peres began announcing plans for 
expansion of a profitable assembly plant for trucks and 
buses that was set up by the U.S. firm Mack Trucks, Inc., 
fully owned by the Signal Oil Corporation. Z.C.R. Hansen, 
the chairman of Signal Oil and of Mack Trucks stated:
"We are very much for free trade and we will do business

^ J ^ A £ ^ g £ ^ m O S H J ( U ^

In Lebanon, 10 men with citizenship in Lebanon, Turkey, 
Iraq, Jordan, Syria and Qatar were captured and brought 
to trial. This has been the first case of its kind where 
men were captured beyond Israel's border and brought to

with anyone that wants to do business with us. Our companytrlal acconiing to Israeli law which defends such actions 
is personally involved in Israel Last year we sold $4 .the rlght to protect internal security' at any place,
million worth of Israeli bonds," [Jenutalem Post, July 1 5 ) ^  time. On August 8, a 23 year Old Kuni from Turkey,

_, . . , . , , . „ , „ . , . , , living in a Lebanese refugee camp was sentenced to 7
It is indeed doubtful that such measures to integrate So- y ea rs  for belonging to 'an unlawful organization,' and 
viet workers into the mother country will be fruitful. por undergoing military training with a view to'harming 
Use of immigrants as cheap labor for assembling buses and the state, Buluk had fled from ^ M s h  fascism, and 
trucks, intended mainly for export, can only heighten gla-was synpathetic to the socialist underground movement 
ring contradictions between exploiters and exploited in Jenutalem Post,August 8, 1973
Israel.



'GENERALISE'
1 3

JEH^Mirage

Phantom

Israeli generals rarely die, it seems, nor do 
they fade away; rather, they quickly move into 
the largest industrial enterprises, the univer­
sities, or the political arena. The highest per­
centage of retired top officers is found at the 
managerial level in private and "public" indus­
try. For example, General Meir Amit, former head 
of Israel's security services, now heads Koor, a 
large construction entity currently engaged in 
building bases for the U.S. Navy in Iran, aside 
from its prolific activities in African and Asian 
countries. Similarly, there is General Haim Her­
zog, who, aside from being the military commen­
tator for Kol Israel, is a financial entrepreneur 
and a director of several firms, or former air 
force chief, General Dan Tolkowsky, who is ge­
neral manager of the Israel Discount Bank Invest­

ment Corporation.

In education, three large universities list ge­
nerals as chief executive officers, and two o- 
thers have former generals as presidents. Gene­
ral Amos Harev presides over the prestigious 
Haifa Technion, and General Elad Peled is di­
rector of the Ministry of Education.

In politics, former officers are now seeking to 
fill parliament. The Labor Party ticket includes 
former chief of staff Itzhak Rabin as well as Ma­
jor-General Aharon Yariv, who headed Israeli in­
telligence operations. General Amit of Koor In­
dustries is busy proposing a two-party system for 
Israel, with a view toward forming a united a- 
lignment of right-wing parties. His platform cen­
ters upon the "need to combat terrorism" and en­
couragement of land purchases by Israelis in the 
occupied territories.

General Ezer Weizmann (General Moshe Dayan's bro­
ther in law), a former air force chief who is now 
active in the ultra-right Herut Party has stated: 
"A military takeover could never happen here." 
However, it is clear that some of his colleagues 
seek innovations in Israeli society. General 
Shlomo Lahat, a right-wing candidate for mayor 
of Tel Aviv, is running on a hard anti-strike 

platform:
I am fo r CompuLink.y a rb itra tio n  and I oppose 
s tr ik e s . In th is  matter, I do not make any d is - 
ttn e tio n  between v i t a l  and n o n -v ita l sectors o{ 
the economy. In Is ra e l, a l l  sectors axe v i t a l .  I t  
Li necessary a t  l e a i t  to establish a pexlod of, two 
yeaxi w ith no i t x ik e i . We ihoald ie e  what th a t  
could provide." IMaariv, July 20).

The ongoing process of military advances into civ­
ilian life has been very appropriately termed 
"Generalese" be perceptive Israelis.

Adapted from Mew York Timc-i, August 25 
Le Monde, September 17-18

"Aerobatic VaxedevLli" (Act or Mo?)

Defense Minister Moshe Dayan delivered a speech to pi­
lot graduates at the largest Israeli air force show ■ 

ever held and announced, "We are on the threshold of 
a new era which will see technological advances on the 
ground as well as in the air."

"A formation of Mirage figh ters  flew over the main 
grandstand followed by Fougas forming the Hebrew l e t ­
ters  fo r "25". They were soon followed by formations 
of l ig h t  observation p la n a , Super Frelon, B e ll 206 
and B e ll 205 helicopters and a s tra ig h t l in e  of mas­
sive  CH 53 troop-carrying helicopters. Transport p la n a  
fo llow ed-- Mords, Dakotas and S tra tocru isers, to  be t a ­
ken over by fa s t-f ly in g  formations of Super-Mystexa,
Sky hawks, Mirages and Phantoms."

"While the helicopters were being loaded two more of the  
armoured giants performed a e r ia l b a lle t , tw is ting  and 
turning in  perfect unison. Skyhawk bombers screamed 
in  to  bomb a ta rg e t a kilom eter from the crowds. A 
second Skyhawk then s tra ffe d  the area w ith  rockets, 
followed by Phantoms which, a f te r  sending dozens of 
rockets in to  the area, dropped napalm bombs on what 
was l e f t  of the ta rg e ts ."

Jerusalem Post, July 13

ARAVA DISPLAYED IN MEXICO

Central and South American countries have been 
very impressed with new Israeli military hardware. 
In Mexico recently, the short-take-off-and-landing 
(STOL) plane known as the Arava was publicly exhib­
ited.* Israel Aircraft Industries, a government 
firm known for such diverse ventures **as' fhe, lux­
urious Commander jet for executives and the Gabriel 
sea-to-sea missle, as well as "other unmentiona­
bles," describes the Arava in these terms:

"The tw in turbo-prop Arava is  the most co s t-e f­
fec tiv e  solution to the problem of surveying and 
contro lling  vast expanses of te r r i to r y ,  p articu ­
la r ly  in  a counter-insurgency environment."

* Mexican p ilo ts  fa r  the Arava are tra in ed  in  
Is ra e l _ .
** Is ra e l is  supplying El Salvador w ith 25 fig h te r  
je ts , the f i r s t  in  th a t countries h istory.

ISRAEL AMD LOM MOL

The present Cambodian ambassador to Israel stated 
on July 5 that Israel may be asked to aid Lon Nol's 
battle against liberation forces. He stressed that 
he hoped American aid would be forthcoming as long 
as fighting goes on. Present Israeli assistance to 
Cambodia includes supplying of a MACE-like chemi­
cal product called "PROTECTO-JET" which was Inven­
ted in Israel and used by security forces there. 
"PROTECTO-JET" will soon be sold on the American 
market to local police forces.

Is ra e l & Palestine, August, 1973
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NORTH YEMEN

NEW ell'll. WAR IN NORTH NEMEN

For many years, the imamate of Yemen was large ^ ^ ig- 
nored by European and Arab nations alike. In the 19th 
century, Britain had taken the port of Aden and a 
large chunk of Yemeni territory along the Indian 0- 
cean, but the imams in Sanaa were then allowed to 
rule undisturbed and to insulate their kingdom from 
the outside world. However, in 1962, the status quo 
was dramatically reversed when nationalist army offi­
cers overthrew the imam al Badr and proclaimed a re­
public. Royalist forces, with help from Saudi Arabia 
and Britain, soon began a civil war against the new 
regime, whose supporters received extensive military 
aid from Egypt. As the civil war continued, the peo­
ple of Aden and occupied South Yemen intensified the 
struggle against British rule, under the leadership 
of the National Liberation Front.
In November, 1967, a coup d'etat in the North brought 
to power the cadi Abder Rahman Iryani, who brought a- 
bout a conciliation with the royalists and their Sau­
di backers. Following the seizure of power by the re­
volutionary wing of the National Liberation Front in 
Aden and South Yemen, many opponents of the new regime 
fled to the North and used it as a base for continual 
attacks upon the new People's Democratic Republic of 
Yemen. Because the existence of the PDRY radically al­
tered the "strategic balance" of the Red Sea area, the 
exiles were able to obtain lavish support from the Ir­
yani regime, Saudi Arabia, Britain, and the United 
States. However, domestic opponents of the cadi have 
been a serious obstacle to this counter-revolutionary 
alliance.
In September, 1972, the conflict along the border be­
tween the "two Yemens" escalated sharply, but the pea­
sant militias of the PDRY successfully beat back a se­
ries of offensives from the North. Two months later, 
a cease-fire was signed in Cairo, and the two countries
agreed to take steps toward political unification---a
demand that the National Liberation Front had advanced 
since the earliest days of its struggle against the 
British.
During the past year, the ceasefire and the unifica­
tion agreement have provided notable advantages for 
progressive forces within the North, and, by exten­
sion for the PDRY. Marc Pellas, writing in Le monde 
diplomatique (August 28, 1973), has described the situ­
ation as follows:

"The revo lutionary forces of Month Yemen are c e rta in ly  
less numerous than those of the army and the tr ib e s . Bui 
th e ir  consolidation in  many parts of the country and

Le sud de la p£ninsule arabe. 
La tension croit de jour en jour.

the gains they have made have already perm itted re ­
groupment of progressive forces— -combattants and 
non-combattants— including a good proportion of the  
n a tio n a lis t republicans who have abandoned the idea  
of making peace w ith a repressive regime whose short­
term po lic ies  seem c le a rly  aligned w ith  the in te res ts  
of Riyadh and Washington."

The regroupment of forces opposed to foreign domina­
tion has been accompanied by an intensification of 
armed actions against the regime and the creation of 
liberated areas within North Yemen. At the same time, 
the regime itself has experienced important internal 
crises, such as the resignation of Prime Minister Moh- 
sen al Aini last December. Having opposed Saudi propo­
sals that increased wages for North Yemen's army be 
paid directly by the Saudi embassy In Sanaa, al Aini 
stepped down. Since then, his successor, Abdullah al 
Hirji, has entered such overt collaboration with Sau­
di Arabia that the regime's domestic base of support 
has been heavily compromised.

Al Hirji has not only accepted more than $25 million 
in Saudi military aid, but has ceded portions of North 
Yemen's territory to King Feisal. He has also permitted 
Saudi forces to occupy the Important Red Sea island of 
Kamaran, whose inhabitants had voted to unite with the 
People's Democratic Republic of Yemen. Now, a permanent 
Saudi base is being built on Kamaran.

All military matters of the regime are tightly direc­
ted by a Saudi "committee" based not in Sanaa, but in 
Riyadh. One of its members is a permanent American mi­
litary "adviser." A special communications system 
links Faisal's palace in Riyadh with the Sanaa head­
quarters of North Yemen's chief of staff. Aside from 
the regular a n y  of North Yemen, the Saudis oversee 
large "irregular forces," consisting of North Yemeni 
tribes and exiled reactionaries from the South. For 
operations against progressives inside North Yemen, 
the Saudis also rely upon a special death-squad, 
called Sabaa, which has carried out hundreds of as­
sassinations and is responsible for torturing of po­
litical prisoners.

King Feisal's support is accompanied by Iranian advi­
sers for al Hirji's security services; moreover, Iran 
has provided large quantities of arms purchased from 
Israel. Other contributors to the regime range from 
Kadhafi's Libya to Franco's Spain, but the United 
States is, by far, the most prodigious. In the past 
year, American aid has exceeded $60 million, with the 
major portion destined for renovation of the re­
gime's army. During the renovation process, 144 army 
officers suspected of nationalist sentiments have 
been removed from their posts, and seme have been 
executed.



Concurrent with the escalation of foreign support to 
the cadi Abdullah al Harji, there have been thousands 
of assassinations and executions. In May, 1200 persons 
were arrested in Sanaa following the assassination of 
Sheikh Mohammed Ali Othman, a cabinet minister. Al­
though the Sanaa regime attempted to attribute his 
death to "commando infiltrators" from the PDRY, it is 
probable that the sheikh was executed by guerrillas 
belonging to the_Organization of Revolutionary Yeme­
nite Resisters, which has been carrying out military 
operations against the regime since 1970. Recently, 
the ORYR has created a common military organization 
with the Yemenite Democratic Revolutionary Party. On 
May 26, the two groups stated their common objectives 
to be:

1) Struggle against the feudalists and comprador 
bourgeoisie, and defense of liberated areas.

2) Recovery of the lands stolen by Saudi Arabia 
and creation of a democratic people's republic.

3) Accomplishment of the unification of the "two 
Yemens" in the interests of the working classes.

In an interview published in Ainique-Asie (July 9, 1973) 
Abu Shehab, an ORYR spokesman stated that heavy fighting 
had taken place at the end of May in the central region 
of North Yemen. Government casualties exceeded one hun­
dred, including two high officials and several tribal 
chieftains. Now, there is intensified emphasis upon for­
mation of a national front that would include other or­
ganizations which politically oppose the al Harji re­
gime, including the Labor Party, the Democratic People' 
Unity Party, and the two Yemeni wings of the Ba'ath.

Against North Yemen's revolutionary forces, the many- 
(?5 membered reactionary alliance (the regime, Saudi .Arabia, 

Iran, Libya, Israel, Britain, the United States, and 
others) constitutes a powerful obstacle. An escalation 
of the present civil war is likely this autumn, since 
October 28 marks the end of the one-year "transitional 
period" established in the 1972 cease-fire agreement 
between the two Yemens. The persistent canpaign of the 
al-Harji regime and its foreign sponsors to sabotage 
unification and to crush nationalist forces in the 
north has led directly to the present juncture. Abdul 
Fattah Ismail, secretary general of the ruling National 

Front in People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, has 

indicated that the deepening conflict to the North can 

end in only one of two ways:

"The common potent o i the neactlonany ionces is  th a t  
they oppose unity  ion '/men and even unity  w ith in  
No nth /m en . In  th is  c o n flic t , thene one only two pos­
s ib le  solutions: eithen contnol o i a l l  Vmen by the  
ieu d a lis ts , on else a taking o i powen by the potato - 
t l e  movment In  the Month which would pnoduce a dmo- 
cnatlc u n iilc a tlo n  o i the  two pants oi the countny.

Material for the above article was drawn, in particular, 
from "/m en  du Nond" by Marc Pellas and from "Une s itu -  
atlon  explosive" by Sherif Rashid in Ajnlque-Asie,July 
9, 1973.

S/R1AN WOMEN VOICE S0LWAR1TZ PROTEST SONGS 0E EG/PT

Sultan Qabus of Oman, in collaboration with British and _ . .ov,

c S ^ ^ t S ^ h f L ^ f S ’l S e r S C  struggles'irf awaiting t r i ^ f k ^ g  ^ t h  1 2 2 ^ t ^ e n t s ^  P O « b W

t L PS ^ l e  East a i g g e  j l s ^

a Ta m t u* of Sv- Safinez Qassta is also in jail. Popular ballads can-
posed by Ahmed Fuad Negn include stark anti-inperialist

women, received ten-year sentences. The League of Sy­
r ia n  Women immediately issued a message of solidarity, 
stating support for the People's Front for the Libera­
tion of Oman and the Arabian Gulf: "We necelved w ith  
gneat pain the nepont on the anne&t and t n ia l  oi mmbens

verses:
bond, ion o i a land, ion o i a land,
Genuine an lito cn a t. No mone O n a iil i ,  no mone Pond.

even stopped inom tontunlng pnegnant women. We cabled 
Qabus inom Damascus aiklng him to nelea ie  male and tfe­
male detainees. "Shame and deieat ion colonialism and 
i t s  itooges'. Vlctony Is  ion the Omani people!"

Saul a l  Thawna, July issue

or Abdel Halim Hafez, whom he characterizes as opiates 
of the masses. Special targets of Ahmed Fuad Negm al­
so include writers and intellectuals who have remained 
silent in the face of purges and jailings of hundreds 
of workers, peasants, and students._

L' Expneii, July 1 5I2 2

Recently, Egyptian workers were arrested on the eve of 
trade union elections. They were rounded up "on the pre­
text that they are saboteurs, instigating other workers 
and taking part in anti-government organizations." Sadat 
has revived a law providing a 15 year prison sentence for 
those found guilty of launching comnunist activities. At 
the present time, 56 persons are on trial, including 52  

students charged with inciting others to overthrow Sadat. 
This is the first time since 1952 Egyptian revolution that 
students were brought to trial. Surrounding the court 
building were hundreds of traffic policemen and plain 
elothesmen who blocked the streets in order to prevent 
friends and supporters from approaching to demonstrate 
their support.

Jenuialm  P o it, September 16

NOTE: Because oi maii p etition ing  among noted 
jo u n n a llit i  and academics, Sadat has itopped  
the tn la ls  o i the 56.

C O N T IN U E D  F R O M  P A G E  6

"lost in the 1 9 6 7 war. Given the liquidation plans under- 
^faway in the push for a "peaceful" settlement (See page ) 

the Palestinian Revolution was fighting for its survival:

In what was an obvious tribute to the "Palestinian 
front," the Israeli government issued two ultimatums by 
mid-week to the Lebanese government threatening an 
Israeli attack if efforts to liquidate the resistance 
were not immediately taken.* And by Tuesday (Oct. 9), 

the U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon, had found it neces­
sary to visit President Franjieh to remind him that 
the Sixth Fleet, stationed directly off the coast, 
"would be willing to move" into Lebanon in case of 
an "aggression against his country." To the east, 
Palestinian feda'iyin and the Palestinian Liberation 
Army engaged the Israeli air force in the massive 
air battles that raged from Aleppo south to Golan, 
inflicting severe losses on the enemy forces. Popu­
lar militias within the camps mobilized the population 
to defend civilians against the murderous bombing.
The myth of the invincible Israeli soldier now de­
stroyed, the myth of the U.S. Phantom's invincibility 
was shattered and the psychological shock of the 
terror hoped for by the enemy turned into a martial 
spirit of resistance.

"Thli Is  not the i ln s t  time the Palestin ian move­
ment has iaced a possible deal ion liq u id a tio n .
But the wonld should neallze  we one vaccinated 
against setbacks."

While proud of the Egyptian and Syrian resistance against 
the Zionist counteroffensive, and of the destruction of 
the myth of Israeli invincibity, the Palestinians are 
only too well aware of the strong pressures of Arab Re­
action urged on by U.S. attempts at pacification of 
the Middle East and by the realization that a "peace­
ful settlement" would involve the liquidation of the 
Palestinian and progressive Arab forces.

Palestinian successes on the battlefront, within the 
camps and urban working class areas of Damascus,
Beirut and the Gulf as well as the mobilization of 
the population within Palestine, coupled with the 
direct attacks within the Palestinian homeland, Indi­
cate the revolutionary;nature their forces are playim 
in the war

The Libenatlon oi Palestine

Within the West Bank and Gaza, Israeli tanks, armored 
jeeps and soldiers have been diverted from the front 
lines to patrol the streets and to man strategic points. 
Other units raided homes of suspected resistance fight­
ers and manned increased intelligence posts. (Reuters, 
10/10/73) By mid-week, work stoppages throughout the 
occupied territories as well as in Galilee and Haifa 
indicated popular mobilization underground was inten­
sive (Le Monde. 10/10/73) and posed a severe threat 
as well to the economic production in Israel. The 
Palestinian popular mobilization followed a PLO Com­
munique calling for massive civil disobedience through­
out Palestine. (International Herald Tribune, 10/10/73)
BBC Reports indicated Palestinian volunteers were 
crossing the Jordan River to man embankments and guer­

rilla fortifications should Jordan join the war. On Thurs­
day (Oct. 11) the PLO issued a call to Jordan troops to 
disobey the King's orders and to fight. (Washington Post, 
10/13/73) Israel promptly fired off warnings to Hussein 
and closed all hut the Allenby Bridge. (IHT, 10/10/73)

As their brothers across the front lines launched innum­
erable rocket and mortar attacks on Israeli settlements 
in Galilee and Golan, feda'iyyin behind the lines attack­
ed positions, according to a PLO Communique, in Tel Aviv 
as well. Earlier attacks on settlements from Lebanon 
hit Nazareth, several villages around Lake Tiberias and 
other areas In Galilee. (Boston Globe, 10/12/73)

The signficance of the Palestinian liberation struggle 
in Palestine itself was underscored in an interview with 
the newly appointed PLO Spokesman, Bassam Abu Sherif 
(PFLP) published Thursday (Oct. 12) in the International 
Herald Tribune. Citing train derailments, rocket assaults 
and hit-and-run attacks throughout Palestine, he emphasize 
that the feda'iyyin were attacking everywhere rather than 
limiting their war aims, like Egypt and Syria, to land

* In Lebanon, the Executive Committee of the PLO 
issued an appeal for calm and discipline among all 
fighting forces to be on guard "against any action  
th a t a ttm p ts  to cneate discond among the nanks oi 
the population on th a t could be exploited by agent 
pnovocateuns seeking to cneate dlvensionany b a tt le s."
(Le Monde, 10/10/73) The communique refers to 
similar attempts by the Lebanese government to in­
cite the fascist and reactionary elements against 
the Palestinian and progressive Lebanese masses

a new HANOI
The massive Israeli bombing of Syrian cities began 
Tuesday, October 9th when 200 civilians were killed 
or injured in a raid on Damascus. Following are 
some of the news items on that raid.

CBS News reports 30 Russians killed when the Soviet 
Cultural Center in Damascus was hit by Israeli jets.
Most of the people at the Center were Syrian students 
taking a Russian language course.

The heaviest hit areas included the fashionable resi­
dential district of Abu Rumaneh where hundreds of 
ipratment buildings were destroyed or damaged as well 
is 15 homes. Among the targets: the Al-Shark Hospi- 
;al, a building of the Doctor's Association and a 
;eacher training institute. Among the dead were 30 
Russians, a Norwegian UN Truce Observer, his wife and 
daughter and two Indians at the Indian Embassy. Al­
so hit were the Polish and Pakistani Embassies.

— New York Times, 10/10/73 

Boston Globe, 10/10/73

Le Monde's correspondent in Beirut, Edward Saab, re­
ported that the attack included low-level bombing of 
the downtown areas as well. In the old city, the 
Israelis also bombed ttnmayyad Square, packed with 
crowds of shoppers during the evening rush hour.

— Le Monde 10/11/73

The New York Times reported many of the killed or wound­
ed were civilians who appeared to be in the streets 
when the raid took place without warning.

— 10/10/73

The bombing continued the next day, and the next, un­
til press time. The worst seige of the first week of 
the war occurred from Tuesday to Friday when innumer­
able attacks were repelled by Syrian air-to-air mis­
siles and anti-aircraft artillery. Later in the week, 
rockets fired by advancing ground artillery added to 
the terror.



On-Wednesday, the .̂Oth, the Syrian ambassador in Paris 
issued the following coitmunique: •57

"Following the barbaric aggression against c iv il ia n  and 
in d u s tr ia l centeAt, -in SyALa--attao.il!> which so fa r  have 
l e f t  ZOO c iv ilia n s  dead and wounded, Is ra e l today bom­
barded Horn, LattahLa ana Tartous, aestroying o i l  r e f in -  
eries , hyd ro -e lec tric  -station* and fac to rie s , k itt in g  a 
ta rae  number o f c iv il ia n s , including dozen* of workers.

"These crim inal act* against c iv il ia n *  Aecalt the mas­
sive  American aiA said* against the Vietnamese c i v i l ­
ian  population and those of the Nazi foAce*  against 
B rit is h  and EuAopean c iv il ia n *  duAing the Second World 
War."

— Le Monde, 10/11/73

Amawein SquaAe, neaA the Radco-iv headquarxen* 
a f te r  ISAaeli Aaid on Varna* cu*.

The idea that attacks on civilian centers were "acci­
dental" was dispelled by the continued attacks on sen­
sitive and highly populated areas: shopping districts, 
residential areas, hospitals and schools. Among these 
were at least two attacks on a hospital in the Damascus 
suburb of al-Mezza, crowded with civilian and military 
patients injured in the war:

26 people, mostly doctors and nurses, wounded when Is­
raeli planes bombed the military hospital Wednesday.

— Washington Post, 10/12/73

TWo patients at the hospital killed when Israeli rockets 
hit the hospital Thursday, the 11th.

— Washington Post, 10/13/73

Together, the continual flow of reports indicated an Is­
raeli policy of massive bombing of civilian centers aim­
ed at creating shock and panic arfiong the population— an 
advanced form of psychological warfare all too familiar.

UN observers AepoAt a t  le a s t  thAee Is r a e l i  attacks an 
the Golan Heights aAea in  which heavy concentrations of, 
napalm weAe dropped.

— Boston Globe, 10/9/73

D E A T H  R A I N S  O N  R O A D  I N  B E N H A

HUSSEIN'S HEAL ENEMY

King Hussein's true intentions with respect to the pre­
sent war were clear as early as last June. At that time, 
he embarked upon a ministerial shuffle, a purge of his 
army, and a beefing-up of counter-insurgency equipment. 
These moves reflected an-intensification of Huseein's 
long-term quest for a final settlement with Israel.

As U.S. shipments of critical arms and electronic equip­
ment began to flow into Jordan, a royal proclamation was 
issued to all levels of the armed forces and police, sta­

ting the King's intentions "never again to get caught up 
in  a war w ith Is ra e l" and to "combat a l l  provocative e le ­
ments who seek to bring the country in to  a new m ilita ry  
adventure." Pertinent sections of the proclamation de­
fined Hussein's positions as follows:

On the Palestinian Resistance:

"Regarding the Resistance ca lled  Palestin ian , our 
position is  c lear. Our wound* are not yet healed—  
these wounds which we have not forgotten—and we 
w i l l  not l e t  the same stone s tr ik e  tw ic e .. . .  Never 
again w i l l  there be any question of perm itting th is  
Resistance to  re-appear in  our country. This "Re­
sistance" is  led  by a band of suspects and crim inals 
who have exploited our people and our youth in  order 
to play around w ith the tiyes  and hopes of our 
simple men of good w i l l . "

Some 50 foreign Jorunalists from Asia, Europe and the 
United States were taken to see the victims and the bomb 
damage Friday [October 12] in the Nile Delta. Dr. Abdel 
Magied of the Benba Hospital, a modern three-story build­
ing, said the hospital received 6 7 injured in the bombing 
and 15 bodies. A nearby hospital received other victims.

The doctor at the Benha hospital said he had treated 5 

children from a bus hit during the raid. At his hospital 
were some'20 persons injured in the bus, including a young 
woman . whose arm was amputated and a man who lost a leg.

Oh the United Front Between Egypt. Jordan and Syria:

"The entry of any Arab force—w ith  the exception of 
those Saudi Arabian units already on our s o i l - - th a t  
would occur before the reconstruction of our army is  
complete would mean the toss of this country and of 
i t s  Eastern Bank. As tong as there is  no chance—  
and figures and documents support th is - - to  defeat 
Is ra e l, we w i l l  not naive ly or im pulsively p a rtic ip a te  
in  another w ar.. . . "

Beside the Cairo Alexandria road a donkey and sever­
al water buffalo lay dead in the mud thrown up from 
trhee bomb craters next to a creek.

Nothing was left of the bus but a few charred floor 
boards. Scattered among the wreckage were a child's 
dress, sandals and' a book entitled English -  A Living 
Language.

— Boston Globe, 10/1V 7 3

In New York, Egyptian Foreign Minister Muhammad Hassan- 
ein Zayyat told the UN General Assembly that 500 per­
sons had been "murdered" in the densely-populated Nile 
Delta, Port Said and Cairo suburbs.

— International Herald Tribune, 
October 12, 1973

On Oil as a Weapon:

Such a th re a t, d irected against a sector 
v i t a l  to  i t s  economic and public l i f e ,  cannot but lead  
to a fie rc e  confrontation w ith the United States and 
the other nations. . . th a t  would lead to unprecedented 
support of Is ra e l and a th re a t to  the existence of a l l  
Arab States and the fu ture of the Palestin ian cause 
as w e ll as, above a l l ,  to  our own existence___"

A frique-A sie 's correspondent Mousleh Ali summed up the 
significance of the cabinet shuffles and the army "re­
construction:"

"A fter having sent sp ec ia lis ts  to tra in  the Lebanese army US 
in  co u n te r-g u e rrilla  ta c tic s , [Jordan] embarked on a plan 
aimed a t  creating disturbances in  the south of S yria  w ith  
the goal of ju s tify in g  an eventual in terven tion  of i t s  
troops on the side of 'the Muslims massacred by the Ba'ath- 
lsts. 1 The Syrian opposition to  the Vamascu* regime, 
which had already to i t s  c re d it  the confessional troubles 
in  Homs and Hama of the past few months, would thus be 
in  Jordanian hands who in  tu rn  would b enefit from Is r a e l i  
support. The la t t e r ,  of course, was not content to keep 
i t s  arms crossed. Since the beginning of the Lebanese- 
Palestinian  confrontations, i t  increased i t s  pressure on 
the South of Lebanon, p a rtic u la r ly  a f te r  the Lebanese 
troops had evacuated the f i r s t  l in e  of defense extending 
from the o t fro n tie r  post of Nakura up to the c ity  of 
Tyre. The Is ra e lis  had p ro fite d  from th is  s itu a tio n  by 
m ultip lying th e ir  patrols in  the e n tire  area and by 
surveying the fedayin movements. The Palestin ian  guer­
r i l l a  leaders of course expected new Is ra e l i  operations
whose p rin c ip a l objective would be to prevent the Res is t -
ance
pare

from gaining tim e t o  catch th e ir  breath and to pre- 
fo r a new confrontation w ith  the Lebanese regime.

— Afrique-Asle, No. 33 (June 25 to July 8 , 
1 9 7 3/ (Emphasis added)

shipments aboard the super-tankers which must go from 
the Arab Gulf around the coast of Africa.

Following the Banias closing, Austria is already 
stockpiling oil in anticipation of coming shortages 
and price increases. Sweden is considering rationing 
of oil and gas, while West German officials have ar­
ranged special meetings with Arab ambassadors in or­
der to discuss the imminent problem.

Escalation of the war by Israel and the U.S. is sure 
to awaken further Arab anger against foreign oil com­
panies that have extracted billions of dollars during1 

the past 5 0 years.

Palestinian Notables and Shaykhs Join 
Trade Unions in  C a ll fo r General S trike

West Bank notables and religious leaders as 
well as the heads of Palestinian trade unions 
have called on their members ^behind the lines" 
to strike at the Israeli economy by refusing 
to work "in the enemy's factories and farms." 
in a long Joint statement published in Jordanian 
newspapers, the shaykhs added that: "By th is  
boycott you w i l l  be contributing to s tr ik in g  
the enemy economy." New TjjneSi 1 0/1 5/7 3.

TheNew Weapon: Oil
Elsewhere in the Arab World, the war has strongly af­
fected oil production. On October 8, ARAMCO reduced 
the flow of oil through its pipelines by 50 percent 
"4 0  as to minimize any possible toss of o i l  as a re ­
s u lt  of a possible break in  the l in e s ."(Associated 
Press, October 9). This anticipation came true a day 
later as sections of its lines were disrupted at va­
rious points, even inside Saudi Arabia, as had oc­
curred during the 1956 and 1967 wars. Meanwhile ac­
tions in solidarity with the anti-Zionist struggle 
were carried out in Dhahran, generating enough pres­
sure to push King Feisal toward a feigned "militant" 
stance. Fearing the masses and the oil workers in 
particular, King Feisal has now sent a few troops 
northward and has refused thus far to receive the new 
American ambassador, James Akins, who had formerly 
been the State Department's leading "energy expert."

un the eastern front, Israeli jets have destroyed 
Syrian pipeline facilities that formerly conveyed 
Iraqi oil to the Mediterranean coast. They have al­
so hit the terminal at Banias, destroying at least 
twelve storage tanks. As a result, all shipments of 
oil from the Syrian coast to Western Europe have now 
halted ( In te rn a tio n a l Herald Tribune, October 11). 
Israeli attacks upon Syria's government owned refi­
nery at Homs destroyed 80 percent of its facilities, 
thereby curtailing shipments to Eastern Europe.

Consequently, Saida and Tripoli in Lebanon are the 
only Eastern Mediterranean ports that continue to 
serve as outlets for oil from Saudi, Iraqi, and 
Arab Gulf fields. Sharp output reductions due to the 
closing of inland sections of some lines, however, are 
having a severe effect upon the market. European sour­
ces note that at least three percent of the weekly vo­
lume of world oil shipments has been eliminated.

Libya and Algeria are the only Mediterranean nations 
that are still servicing the European market. As a re­
sult, there will be increased dependency upon oil

U.S. O il Tycoon Predicts domestic Shortages

On October 10, Claude S. Brinegar, former president and 
a major shareholder of Union Oil of California, and now 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation, predicted that the U- 
nited States may begin oil and gas rationing as a result 
of the "Mid-east" war. Although Brinegar did not give 
specifics, he pointed out that the U.S. now receives 
260,000 barrels of refined oil per day from European re­
fineries that depend upon Middle Eastern crude oil. His 
comments were given as the White House formulated a man­
datory fuel allocation plan— the first since World War 
II. Under the plan, each of the 50 states will be re­
quired to form a fuel board that must report local oil 
needs to the Department of the Interior, which will now 
have the power of approving or over-ruling states' oil 
orders.

Washington Post, October 11



S O L I D A R I T Y  A C T IO N S  I N  F R A N C E

On October 10, a thousand persons demonstrated before 
the Egyptian embassy in Paris in order to express so­
lidarity with the Arab struggle. The demonstration was 
cordoned off by heavy police squadrons. Most frequent­
ly heard slogans were "We are a l l  lld a y ln !"  "Nixon, as­
sassin!" tnd "Z ion ists, la s c ls ts ,' assassins!" When de­
monstrators, who included many Arab workers and stu­
dents, tried to march to the Arc de Triomphe, they were 
surrounded by motorcycle policemen equipped with clubs 
and guns.

Pro-Palestinian Vemonstratron In  'blew York. mes/Bar'°nSi,val 

SUPPORT ACTIONS IN THE U.S.

On -the same day, a large demonstration consisting pri­
marily of North African workers was held in Lyon. A 
second Paris demonstration was planned for October 11 
under the coordination of a united front of 12 left 
organizations. In a joint communique, the 12 organiza­
tions stated that responsibility for the war "belonged 
to the c o lo n ia lis t and expansionist s ta te  o& Is ra e l."  
They "saluted the Arab combattants against the Ito n lA t  
enemy and a ^ tm e d  the n ig h t o l the Anab masses to  re ­
cover th e ir  Zands by armed s trug g le ." Firm support was 
stated for "the P alestin ian  resistance against Zionism, 
im perialism , and Anab reaction  as I t  bravely lig h ts  to ­
day In  oecapled Palestine and especially  In  Upper G a li­
le e ."  Le monde, October 11

As Resistance In  the Middle East goes to press, we have 
received word of several East Coast actions undertaken 
in support of the Arab struggle. The first occurred in 
New York on Sunday, October 7, at the Israeli Consulate 
and demonstrators were viciously attacked by members of 
the fascist Jewish Defense League. Additional New York 
area demonstrations have occurred on Thursday, October 
11, at the United Nations and on Monday, October 15, in 
Brooklyn, in the Arab-American conmunity there. Another 
demonstration— a march in the Times Square area— is sche­
duled for Tuesday, October 16.

In Boston, over 70 persons held a picket line at the Air 
Force recruiting offices on Tuesday, October 9- The pur­
pose of this demonstration, organized" by the Ad-hoc Wo­
men's Committee to Support the Palestinians, was to em­
phasize the danger of a U.S. military intervention in 
the Middle East and to expose American/Israeli denial of 
the right of self-determination to the Palestinian peo­
ple. After a march to Government Center in Boston, a 
spokeswoman underlined the genocidal nature of Israel's 
air attacks upon Damascus and reiterated the future 
dangers of U.S. intervention.

NEW  YORK C O M M IT T E E  TAKES ACTION

In New York, the Committee for Support of the Arab Li­
beration Forces (P.O. Box 51, Guttenberg, New Jersey, 
07093) is calling for political and material aid to the 
Arab struggle. It urges friendly organizations within 
the U.S. to: 1) Send statements of support for the 
just struggle of the Arab people, 2) Expose and stop a 
possible U.S. intervention, 3) Help collect donations 
for families of Arab combattants killed during the war,
4) Organize campaigns for collecting medical supplies,
5) Organize blood donation campaigns.

The Committee's statement suggests that material and 
financial support can be sent through a) Interest Sec­
tion of Egypt, 2310 Decatur Place, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. and b)Mission of Syria to the U.N., 150 East 
58th Street, New York City. Blood donations can be 
given at Red Cross Centers, but donors are required 
to specify that their blood be sent to the Egyptian, 
Syrian, or Palestinian Red Crescent.

J E W I S H  D E F E N S E  LEAGUE ATTACKS 
D E M O N S T R A T O R S , T H R E A T E N S  TEACH-IN

In New York, on October 7, as approximately 200 Arabs 
demonstrated at the Israeli Consulate, they were at­
tacked by a large force of members of the Jewish De­
fense League. Die attackers, armed with pipes and wea­
ring helmets, .had easily slipped through police lines, 
although New York, police later made token arrests of 
J.D.L.'ers. Whereas the F.B.I., the Immigration Ser­
vice, and other official agencies have long attempted 
to deny the political rights of Arabs within the U.S., 
it is now clear that they have been joined by the 
J.D.L., whose leader, Meir Kahane, resides in Israel.

In Boston, at an October 9 teach-in on the Middle 
East crisis, which was sponsored by a coalition of 
Arabs and anti-Zionist Americans, the J.D.L. had pre­
viously made telephone threats to organizers. A bomb 
threat at the scheduled location forced the teach-in 
to be moved to a public lounge, where J.D.L. members 
showed up carrying bags of pipes and rocks. They at­
tempted to surround the speakers, but a wel1-orga­
nized defense prevented provocations.

: ARAB POPULAR FRONT
■ The radicalization of Arab masses was symbolized by 
j the formation of the Arab Front for the Support of
■ the Palestinian Revolution in November, 1972. The 
; editors regret being unable to cover this in the
j considerable length it deserves in this issue. It 
: will be covered next-tissue. Readers can refer to 

; a Resistance pamphlet until then.(see Page 31):

I
 C O N F E R E N C E  D O C U M E N T S  O F  T H E  A R A B

POPULAR FRONT FOR THE SUPPORT OF 
THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION...80*

j The APF aims " to  ensure Ireedom o l a c tio n  Ion the  
\ Icdayecn In  a l l  th e  Anab co u n tr ie s , to  oppose pro - 
\ posalA seeking to  l iq u id a te  the  P a le s tin ia n  cause.. 

j  .nd to  work toward the  l iq u id a t io n  o l th e  s t r a te g ic  
■and economic In te re s ts  o l im p e ria lism  In  the  Anab 
•World.
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BOOKS & PAMPHLETS AVAILABLE

Our s t a l l  has decided to  make Important UteAatuAe on 
the Middle East av a ilab le  to readers, paAticulaAly Ion. 
those who l iv e  In  areas where th is  mateAlal Is  not a l ­
ien  placed In  bookstores. The present l i s t  Is  obvious­
ly  Incomplete. Suggestions lo r  expanding and Improving 
I t  are welcomed.

A. El Kodsy; E. Lobel— The Arab World and Is ra e l (Month­
ly Review). $2.25
Palestin ian  Resistance to Is r a e l i  Occupation, edited by 
Naseer Aruri7~TOT5
M. Rodinson, Is r a e l '- A  Colonial S e tt le r  S tate . $1.75 
A ra b -Is ra e li Reader, edited byRamparts, $2.95 
"Vavld and G oliath Collaborate In  A lrlca" (Africa Re­
search Group pamphlet), 25$
L. Lockwood,"Im perialism  and the Is r a e l i  Economy,"
(pamphlet), 70$
Women In  the Middle East: The Continuing Struggle 
Women's Middle East Collective, 50$
R. Freed, War In  the Mid-East, $1.00
G. Challiand, The Palestin ian  Resistance (Penguin), 
$1.75.
H. Lumer, Zionism: Its  Role In  World P o lit ic s , $2.45.  
"They Say A ll  Women Must Be Commandos," (Radical Edu­
cation Project pamphlet), 50$
" Is ra e l and South A frica" (Madison Committee on South 
Africa pamphlet), 40$
"H is to ric a l Development ol the Palestin ian  Struggle,"
(pamphlet of the Democratic Popular Front for the Libe­
ration of Palestine), 35$

Leon, Abraham, The Jewish Question(Pathfinder) $2.75

Resistance In  the Middle East has xerox copies availa­
ble of:

a) Speech by Rami Livneh, sentenced to 10 years un­
der false charges of espionage by the Israeli govern­
ment------------- 40$

b) Conference documents (November, 1972) of the Arab
Popular Front for the Support of the Palestinian Revolu­
tion------------- 80$

RESISTANCE IN 3D£ MIDDLE £ASI IS AVAILABLE FREE TO 
SISTERS AND BROTHERS IN PRISON

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION- ■$2.00 INSTITUTIONAL SUBSCRIPTION $6.00






