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With best regards,
Shlomo Vilensky

* ** *

The clique which rules Israel rejects the path to peaceful solution of the conflict 
offered by the U.H. Security Council Resolution of November 1967. This resolu
tion, based on both withdrawal from the occupied territories and recognition of 
Israel's right to exist in peace and security, and calling for implementation 
through the offices of UN Representative Gunnar Jarring, has been accepted in 
its entirety by the UAR, Jordan and Lebanon. But there has been no such accep
tance on the part of Israel, which insists adamantly on only direct negotiations 
with individual Arab states and refuses to state any terms whatever in advance.

The primary source of the growing war danger is the continuing aggressive, ex
pansionist policies of the Israeli ruling circles in collusion with U.S.imperialism 
—the same policies which led to the Israeli aggression in 1967. Today these 
are expressed in the deliberate escalation of military actions against the UAR, 
Syria and Lebanon, with increasing .raids on civilian targets and the widespread 
use of napalm and delayed-action bombs. And as the raids penetrate deeper and 
deeper into Egyptian territory, they are increasingly accompanied by renewed 
talk of overthrowing the Nasser government.

The situation in the Middle East is a grave one. A state of virtual warfare bet 
ween Israel and the UAR already exists. The danger of a flareup into full-scale 
warfare grows daily with the attendant peril of escalation into world nuclear war.

Not publishing these facts means to .hide the truth and to be guilty of assisting 
in the perpetration of these criminal acts.

(The unjust cruelties mentioned herein were perpetrated by the ruling class of 
Israel. This for clarification. P.H.)

STATEMENT ON THE MIDDLE EAST 
Adopted by the Political Committee, CPUSA 

April 9,1970.

In the Morning Freiheit editorial we find a great deal of emphasis on peace in the 
Middle East but nowhere is there mentioned the necessity of evacuating the 
Israeli armies from the occupied Arab territories. Under the present conditions 
of occupation and annexation and attempts to colonize territories in Hebron,the 
Golan Heights and other places, peace is Impossible. The ones who are honestly 
and sincerely for peace in the Middle East - the true friends of Israel, should 
not try to cover up the adventuristic policies and the evil deeds of the Israeli 
Government; their politics of occupation, annexation and suppression. We have 
to strive for a just peace athat will take into account the rights of the inhabi
tants of our land, the rights of Israel to live in secure borders, while at the same 
time ascertaining the rights of the Palestinian Arabs.

Those who make accusations against the Soviet Union of one-sidedness are try
ing to distort and hide the true facts. The Soviet Union is constantly looking for 
a peaceful solution of the Middle East conflict based upon fulfilling in its 
totalities the provisions of the U.N. Resolution of November 22,1967.

* * * ** * * ** * * ** * * * * ** ** * * *
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Such Insistence only guarantees that ther e will be no negotiations of any kind, for 
it is crystal-clear that no Arab state will consent to negotiations in which con
quered territories are used as a club to wrest concessions from it. Indeed, the de
mand for direct negotiations is but a cloak for a process of annexing the occupied 
territories through a series of accomplished facts. Israeli settlements in these 
territories are multiplying, with Arabs being removed to make way for them.The 
economy of these areas is being integrated into that of Israel. It is by now only too 
evident that the aim is through such actions to incorporate the occupied territories 
fully into the state of Israel.

At the same time, however, there is mounting mass opposition to the occupation 
which is being met by growing repression and brutality, by ever wider resort to 
collective punishment, to imprisonment and torture, to deportations, etc. Accompany
ing this is growing repression against Arabs in Israel, especially against Arab 
Communists who are subjected to virtual house arrest and to other restrictions. 
Israel's rulers are binding that country ever more closely to the aggressive designs 
of U.S. imperialism in the Middle East. Today, U.S. imperialism, seeking to off
set the defeat of its efforts to overthrow the anti-imperialist governments of the UAR 
and Syria and to counteract the growing strength of the Left and anti-imperia list 
forces throughout the Arab world, is using Israeli military power as its Instrument. 
For this purpose it is supplying Israel with offensive military aircraft despite her 
already overwhelming air superiority. Israel is also being tied by its present 
leaders to support of the criminal U.S. aggression in Vietnam.

In their ever closer association with imperialist reaction, Israeli ruling circles have 
joined with it in an increasingly vicious campaign of slander against the Soviet 
Union and certain other socialist countries. The most horrendous pictures of al
leged "anti-Semitism" in the Soviet Union are painted and no effort is spared to por
tray socialism as inseparable from anti-Semitism, and to make it appear that Jews 
can find no secure existence except in Israel. No calumny is too monstrous. The 
Soviet Union is depicted as seeking nothing less than the physical destruction of 
Israel. And anyone who so much as questions the warlike, anti-Soviet policies of 
the Israeli ruling class is branded an "anti-Semite." Small wonder that the Soviet 
Jews have risen up as one in righteous anger and indignation at the slanderous at
tacks on their socialist homeland. At the root of these policies of the Israeli govern
ment is the reactionary, racist, expansionist ideology of political Zionism. This 
poisonous ideology seeks to create a gulf between Jew and non-Jew. It looks upon 
Jews as aliens in their own countries. It seeks to establish Israel as an exclusive
ly Jewish state in which Arabs are regarded as second-class citizens and "fifth 
columnists, " and it gives rise to vicious anti-Arab chauvinism. It attempts to tie 
Jewish working people everywhere to the coat tails of imperialism, to make them 
hostages of the pro-imperialist policies of Israel’s rulers. It makes use of the 
feelings of religious identity, of anti-fascist tradition, of national pride among the 
Jewish people, perverting these for its own reactionary ends.

Spearheading the forces of Zionism are key sections of the Jewish bourgeoisie . It 
is their money which helps to finance Israeli aggression. It is they who ally them
selves with the main sections of finance capital in pursuit of U.S. imperialist aims 
in the Middle East. It is their pernicious influence which has spread among the 
Jewish masses. Zionism is the enemy of the Jewish people everywhere, the enemy 
of all the forces of peace, progress and socialism. It must be relentlessly fought.



10Jewish Affairs

Communists must be in the forefront of all these struggles. Jewish Communists in 
particular are called on to lead the fight against the policy of making Israel a tool 
of imperialism, against the aggressive actions of Israel's rulers. It is necessary to 
work among the Jewish people in this country and among the people of the U.S. 
generally, to achieve the following ends:

1. Reversal of present Israeli foreign policy; abandonment of annexationism; accep
tance of the U.N. resolution in its entirety (which means agreement to withdraw 
from the occupied territories), thereby opening the doors to implementing the resolu
tion.
2. Exposure of the poisonous ideology of Zionism in the eyes of the Jewish masses 
and destruction of its influence among them. An end to equation of the concept of 
the State of Israel with the racist Zionist concept of a Jewish state.
3. Development of an all-out fight against the slanderous attacks on the Soviet 
Union and other socialist countries.
4. A struggle against the Zionist-rooted policy of soft-pedalling the fight against 
anti-Semitism in the United States and the launching of an all-out military cam
paign against anti-Semitism. Condemnation of the so-called Jewish Defense League 
and a fight to end its fascist-like hoodlum activities.
5. A campaign against the rise of racism and chauvinism among sections of the 
Jewish people.

Our Party approaches the conflict in the Middle East from the Marxist-Leninist 
standpoint of proletarian internationalism. We stand for the rights of ALL states 
in the Middle East, including Israel, to exist in peace, security and freedom. This 
has always been our position. By the same token, we stand for the right of self- 
determination of the Palestinian Arab people, whose exercise demands in the first 
place, a just solution of the refugee question. We stand with the forces of na
tional liberation against those of imperialism, and we most strongly oppose the 
pro-imperialist acts of aggression against Arab countries by Israeli ruling circles.

The policies pursued by the Israeli government canoriy lead Israel to disaster. The 
barbarities committed by the Israeli military and occupation forces are already crea
ting widespread revulsion and isolating Israel in the eyes of all decent mankind. 
Efforts to secure Israel's existence through expansionist aggression can lead only to 
piling one aggression on another, to endless war in which Israel's present military 
superiority must sooner or later vanish and Israel must in the end inevitably be 
destroyed. More, these efforts are making of the Middle East a constant focus of 
danger to world peace. Clearly, this is the path to suicide. Within Israel, opposi
tion to these barbaric and ruinous policies is now rapidly growing. Spearheading 
this opposition is the heroic Communist Party of Israel, headed by Vilner and Txubi, 
which is at the same time the chief target of government repression. But opposition 
to the policy of "accomplished facts" to collective punishment, to insistence on 
direction negotiations and refusal to accept the U.N. resolution in toto, is develop
ing in sections of Mapam and in other circles. Particularly noteworthy is the stand 
of so prominent a figure as Nahum Goldmann. This opposition will undoubtedly con
tinue to grow and will spread to Jewish communities elsewhere.

In this country, heartland of U.S. imperialism and home of the largest and most in
fluential Jewish community in the world, the struggles on this front assume excep
tional importance. It is here especially that the battle must be waged against the 
machinations of U.S. imperialism in the Middle East and for the liberation of the 
Arab peoples. It is here that powerful pressures can and must be generated to com
pel the Israeli government to change its course.
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EVENTS AND VIEWS
rates^h^01,6 CHRISTiaN CENTURY (April 29,1370) Rabbi Balfour Brickner, be- 
china He ° ewis^ leaders who are today stifling opposition to the war in Indo- 
ago were notes.t'lat many "American Jewish 'peaceniks' who only a few months 
war in V J7°nspicuously vocal in opposition to their government's conduct of the 
imagined1” nam n°W seem to have lost their tongues, silenced by a fear, whether 
tary sup ort t^at SUCl1 crltioism might jeopardize American political or mili-

. , the silence of Jewish spokesmen
He adds: "The loss of momentum is obvious. An Union of American He-
is deafening. Only two national Jewish organize ion , refused to succumb 
brew Congregations and the American Jewish Congre , 
to the threats and pressures."
Thus does reliance on U.S. ta.perl.llsm In the Middle East Injure the light against 

its aggressive actions everywhere.;

Asked whether the Jewish Defense League took credit for the attacks on the three 
Arabs, the League's founder, Rabbi Meir Kahane, replied: "If we did we'd be open 
to all sorts of problems so obviously we can't. You can quote me in exactly that 
manner." In other words, the implication is: "We did it but we can't publicly take 

credit for it."
This is in keeping with the hoodlum tactics of this storm-trooper like outfit, most 
recently displayed when a gang of them forced their way into the offices of the

The American Jewish Congress, at its recent national convention, called upon Jews 
to "condemn and repudiate the indefensible recourse to lawlessness" shown in the 
beating of three Arabs in New York in retaliation for an Arab attack on an Israeli 
school bus in which several children were killed. The resolution adopted said: 
"We cannot allow the horrifying acts of Middle East terrorists to push us into com- 
miting or condoning irrational attempts to take violent reprisals against Arab 

representatives in our country."

bourgeois nati r ^ave t0 ^or our P°sition against powerful pressures of
1st capitulaf10^ iSm‘ Some in our ranks, however, have been guilty of opportun- 
that of the P ° Suc^ Pressures, and have taken a line in direct opposition to 
Party clubs of National Committee took note of this in its letter to the
sharply Th 9 year a9°* now necessarY to Place the matter much more 
couragernenf6 f SCa^ation military action by the Israeli government with the en- 
comes incr °, Imperialism has brought matters to a critical stage. It be- 
in the ideolSaS urgent that the Party enter fully into the struggle, particularly 
following Parf1031 Sphere* Under these circumstances, looseness with regard to 
member to ft h P°^cy can no longer be permitted. It is incumbent on every Party 
best of hi<? ™ f°r the Party's P°licy in this area and to work to carry it out to the

or her ability. The Party can demand nothing less.
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