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etc., managed to get into Soviet enterprises, 
and tried to raise the backward workers 
against the advanced workers who were ener
getically carrying on Socialist rivalry. But 
the masses themselves stood up with such 
fierceness against these attempts that the plans 
of the kulaks hopelessly failed. 

These are the facts and this is the reality of 
the matter. It is sufficiently convincing and 
instructive! It shows, first of all, what enor
mous creative powers exist in the working 
class of the Soviet Union. It confirms the 
absolute truth of Lenin's words on those pos
sibilities that lie hidden in the working class 
and which come to light only under the con
ditions of the proletarian dictatorship. These 
facts are the best proof of the correctness of 
the Communist Party's policy and of the com
plete hopelessness of the ideas of the Rights 
and Conciliators. Socialist rivalry dealt the 
death-blow to those who, frightened by the 
difficulties, gave the signal for retreat and for 
capitulation to the resisting class enemy. Out 
of the ranks of the Right were heard voices 

advocating, instead of the speed-up of the five
year plan, the creation of a two-year plan, 
with a big peasant bias. The working class, 
han·d-in-hand with the party, not only voted 
for the five-year plan: it now demands that 
the term of its accomplishment should be re
duced. Can a bigger failure of Right ideo
logy and Right policy be imagined ? 

Lenin wrote: "Communism begins when 
the rank and file workers evince a self-sacrific
ing desire to increase, in spite of the hard 
labour entailed, the productive powers of 
labour." Socialist rivalry is the greatest 
example of that desire which has filled the 
rank and file workers, the working class as a 
whole. And the tremendous enthusiasm of 
the millions, their readiness, "self-sacrificingly 
to overcome hard labour," is explained by the 
fact that they feel and understand that "Com
munism is beginning'' ; that, in spite of all 
the difficulties, the great plan of works created 
according to Lenin's testament, will be real
ised and every day will bring us nearer to 
Communism. 

The Revolutionary Outlook in 
Palestine 

The Social-political background of the 
recent events 

T HE recent events in Palestine have 
drawn the attention of almost the whole 
world to this small country. It is true 

that we are not yet in possession of sufficient 
data to draw clear conclusions in connection 
with these events. Bourgeois correspondents 
and reporters are talking nonsense in their 
very terminology, in their evaluation of what 
has happened. Some portray it as an "Arab 
pogrom" against the Jews .(American ver
sion), others as a Zionist-Fascist attack" 
against the Arabs (German version), others as 
"mob rioting" (English version). But the 
bourgeois papers cover over and efface the 
real meaning of these events. Nevertheless, 
even from these scanty reports, carefully sifted 
by the British censorship, the national import
ance and character of the events are clear. 

"But it is precisely this that gives to events 
the character of a revolution'' (Lenin). It is 
just this that shows that we have before us not 
simple "riots," not a pogrom, but a fairly 
serious movement of the Arab masses against 
imperialism. 

In essence, the Palestine events are only 
another link in the chain of important mani
festations which show that the Arab revolu
tionary movement is developing. We have 
had a whole series of symptoms of the rise of 
a new revolution wave in the Ara6 East. In 
this connection we cim cite the following hap
penings during the last few months : the con
ference of Syrian revolutionaries at Nabek; the 
meetings of Arab youth at Haifa and Jaffa; 
the emergence of the Central Committee of 
the Arab opposition in Transjordania; and 
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finally, the presence of fairly important groups 
of Arab nationalists, especially of the revolu
tionary youth, at the Second Congress of the 
League against Imperialism in Frankfurt. If 
we add to these the constant agitation, small 
encounters in Irak, the movements of revolt 
in Arabia, opposition activities (demonstra
tions, manifestoes) of the Arab youth in 
Damascus, we get some idea of the revolution
ary background of the Palestine events. 

Palestine, a small province of the former 
Ottoman Empire, as a result of the war be
came an English colony. Its area is only. 
23,000 square kilometres, on which small area 
lives a small population of some goo,ooo per
sons. Nevertheless, in the past it has been 
the object of imperialist struggles. Germany, 
France, Britain and Tsarist Russia tried to get 
hold of it. It was not only its material wealth 
that drew the attention of the imperialists to 
Palestine; the main point for the imperialist 
powers was its strategic and political position. 
Palestine lies on the main routes of European 
imperialism. 

Palestine's proximity to the Suez Canal, the 
link from the Mediterranean to the Indian 
Ocean which connects Britain with its Eastern 
colonies, makes Palestine specially valuable 
for the defence of the Suez Canal against 
attacks from the East. In the event of Anglo
Egyptian relations becoming strained, in the 
event of a serious threat to Suez from the 
Egyptian revolutionary movement, the British 
armies and aeroplanes in Palestine could 
easily be mobilised and set in motion. A 
reserve base and a cover for the Suez Canal, 
Palestine is at the same time a link in the chain 
of British possessions in the Mediterranean. 
According to the plans of the British 
Admiralty, the naval base at Haifa is to com
plete the transformation of the Mediterranean 
into a British inland sea. It gives Britain 
another war base for her 1\'J editerranean fleet, 
in the series Gibraltar-Malta-Cyprus-Suez. 

This base also has considerable importance 
because of the fact that overland routes for 
British trade pass through Palestine to the 
Persian Gulf and the Sudan. Palestine links 
the Mediterranean zone with India; through 
Palestine will pass the Haifa-Baghdad rail
way, which will form a section of the great 
British line Cape Town-Cairo-Calcutta, and 

will at the same time enable British imperial
ism to esablish its control over the Arabian 
deserts. At the present time, motor and air 
routes cross the desert (Beirut, Damascus, 
Palmira, Baghdad, Aman-Baghdad) connect
ing London with India. 

And finally, Palestine serves as a barrier, 
separating French Syria from the British Suez 
Canal. 

After the war, British imperialism made use 
of the Zionist movement as its agent in defi
nitely securing for itself this most important 
strategical base. The Zionist movement, 
which took its rise in the imperialist epoch 
{end of the nineteenth century), is a counter
revolutionary movement of the Jewish big 
bourgeoisie,. and has been able to draw in con
siderable numbers of the scattered and op
pressed Jewish petty bourgeoisie, giving effect 
both to its own and to their desires to colonise. 
These colonising tendencies were concentrated 
by the Zionist movement, at whose head were 
the financial magnates and bankers of Ger
many, France, Britain, and in recent years, 
America. The leaders of the Zionist move
ment shoved their noses into every diplomatic 
office and ante-chamber of the Powers, push
ing forward their colonisation plans, and offer
ing the Jewish masses to them as suitable 
material for imperialist designs. And in the 
end the Zionist leaders succeeded in selling 
this plan to British imperialism, ar.d the 
European banker Rothschild wih the English 
Lord Balfour together established Zionism as 
the open agency of British imperialism. 

Under the pretext of creating a "national 
Jewish home" in Palestine, British imperial
ism got possession of the country and trans
formed it into a British colony. The Zionist 
movement was in many ways useful for the 
British designs. With the help of the Zionists 
a Jewish base was created in Arabia: the 
Zionist immigrants into Palestine drove a 
Jewish wedge into the heart of Arabia. United 
ethnographically and historically, the Arab 
provinces were torn apart by "Jewish Pales
tine." Of course, the .Jewish population in 
Palestine was not intended by the British im
perialists to become a compact mass, econ
omically and politically independent. It was 
to be a minority, closely dependent on its 
British guardians, and therefore a tool of 



866 THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

British interests. Finally, Britain built up 
through the Jews a fairly effective military 
police apparatus in Palestine. The Zionist 
immigrants drained the swamps, and turned 
the country into a suitable strategical base for 
British imperialism. And besides, the Zionist 
immigrants, the Jewish settlements, were to 
serve and have served as lightning conductors, 
towards which, in case of need, British agents 
could direct the revolt of the Arab masses 
against the occupation regime. And in fact, 
at the time when France was obliged to main
tain in Syria a permanent garrison of forty 
to forty-five thousand colonial troops, Britain 
was content with Soo soldiers in, Palestine. 
The British officials in Palestine skilfully 
manreuvred, setting one section of the popula
tion against the other, and in this way were 
able to hold the political balance of power in 
the country. On every occasion when symp
toms of a rising revolutionary movement was 
observed, British agents in Palestine provoked 
national massacres~ pogroms1 and by this 
means paralysed:· even though only for a 
time, the revolutionary movement in the 
country. Such pogroms took place in 1920 

and in 1921_. As a result, during the period 
when revolutionary risings were constantly 
sweeping over Syria (to some extent also 
Transjordania), in Palestine all was "peaceful 
and orderly"-except for the pogroms and 
nationalist collisions. 

Such was the significance of Palestine for 
Britain, such was the role of Zionism in 
British imperialist policy. 

The recent events in Palestine provide the 
completion of the political system, of the 
British colonial regime. They were un
doubtedly organised by British agents, pro
voked by the Zionist-Fascist bourgeoisie, and 
arranged by the Arab-Mahommedan reaction. 
It is true that the organisers and instigators 
did not fully succeed in carrying out their 
aims. What happened went beyond the 
limits assig~e<i by the British imperialists, and 
over the heads of the Zionist-Fascists and the 
Mahommedan feudal chiefs there arose a wide
sweeping revolutionary wave in all the neigh
bouring Arab provinces. A little incident on 
a religious matter at the "Wailing Wall" de
veloped into an Arab national movement of 
revolt. 

Why was Britain -and particularly a 
Labour Government-interested in provoking 
a national collision in Palestine just at that 
particular time? For several reasons. If we 
do not accept the version that the British 
Commissioner, Chancellor, to please the 
Tories, wanted to cause trouble for Mac
Donald, there are, nevertheless, a whole series 
of more substantial motives and causes. In 
the first place, the Labour Government, forced 
to conclude a political treaty with Egypt, was 
faced with the awkward question of safeguard
ing the Suez Canal. According to the 
Henderson proposal, in its treaty with die 
Egyptian Government, Britain will undertake 
to evacuate Egypt (even though only in form). 
This fact drives the Labour Government to 
strengthen the reserve base for its military 
forces on the other side of the canal, that is, 
in Palestine. It was necessary to create a 
justification for the arrival of new British 
armies in Palestine, it was necessary to justify 
in the eyes of the British working masses and 
of the Labour ministers the fresh enormous 
costs of the fortifications on the Sinai penin
sula and of maintaining a large garrison in 
Palestine. Protection of the Jews from Arab 
pogroms was the most suitable pretext ior the 
strengthening of the military regime by tfie 
British Labour ministers. 

Secondly, Britain definitely wants to win 
over, in the interests of its imp!!rialist policy, 
the Jewish bourgeoisie. The Jewish bour
geoisie began to demand from Britain the ful
filment of the obligations undertaken by the 
Balfour declaration. The Zionist importuni
ties are be~oming inconvenient, all the more 
so because the Zionist leaders are openly treat
ing with American capital. Only recently, at 
the Zionist Congress in Zurich, a Jewish 
agency was established, an organisation 
formed jointly of Zionists and of non-Zionist, 
chiefly American, capitalists. At the first 
meeting of this agency a resolution was 
adopted, asking the British Government to 
adhere to the carrying out of the Balfour de
claration. At the moment there is a sharpen
ing of the Anglo-American contradictions, 
which are not confined to the Far East but 
appear in their clearest form in the Near East 
(the Irak incident, the conflict between the 
American Consul and the British Chamber of 
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Commerce in Cairo, American policy on the 
question of customs reform in Egypt, etc.). 
At this moment the penetration of American 
capital, even in the veiled form of Zionist 
colonisation in Palestine, is extremely un
welcome for the British imperialists. It was 
necessary to find some pretext which would 
"force" the Labour Government to make con
cessions to the Arab bourgeoisie and to quench 
the flame of Zionist fantasies; and for such a 
purpose the pogrom is a method for which 
there is no substitute. 

Thirdly, in Palestine itself important social 
processes are taking place, of which we ~eak 
below. Here we need only note that the 
social-economic conflicts whlch have de
veloped in Palestine during the recent period 
have affected not only the Jewish advance 
guard but also fairly wide masses of workers 
and peasants. The imperialists wanted to 
stop or delay by some means or other the 
growth of solidarity between the Jewish and 
Arab working masses. 

CLASS DIFFERENTIATION IN PALESTINE. 

Zionism has not justified itself. In the fifty 
years of its colonising activity it has only 
succeeded in settling on the land some 7 ,soo 
people, working only 83,000 hectares of land. 
More than £2o,ooo,ooo has been sunk in this 
colonisation, while the town industries estab
lished are very insignificant. The position of 
the Jewish emigrant-colonists is extremely 
bad. In the new Jewish centre at Tel-Aviv, of 
40,000 inhabitants 30,000 are in receipt of pub
lic relief in one form or another; unemploy
ment is on a scale unheard of in such countries. 
Instead of the intended immigration of large 
numbers (30,000 to 40,000 a year), there is 
evidence of a substantial emigration from the 
country. 

Hand-in-hand with its economic bank
ruptcy, lias gone the political bankruptcy of 
Zionism. The British Government was anxi
ous lest an old "Jewish Ghetto" might be 
founded in the new "Jewish National Home." 
British officials turned the Jews out of the 
State institutions; and they are practically not 
admitted to the army and the police. Such 
difficulties were placed in the way of the as
sumption of Palestine nationality 6y Jewish 
emigrants, that in spite of immense expendi-

ture by the Zionist organisation in this con
nection, the number of Jews who have taken 
out Palestine citizenship papers is insignifi
cant. The Jewish immigrants are loaded with 
heavy taxation, while at the same time the 
schools and hospitals have to be maintained at 
the cost of the Jewish population itself. The 
British Government definitely did nothing to 
help. The Jewish language, the colloquial 
language of the Jewish masses, is in practice 
not the official language. The ancient Jewish 
language, formally recognised by the Govern
ment, is not known and is even pushed aside 
by the British officials. So the boasted Jewish 
national autonomy in Palestine has been 
turned into a national group without rights 
in a British colony. The town council of "the 
first Jewish town," Tel-Aviv, became subor
dinate officials of the British commandant in 
Jaffa. 

A deadly blow was dealt against Zionism 
by the successful colonisation of the Jewish 
masses in the U.S.S.R. Zionists are looking 
for some way out of the situation they have 
created. They make agreements with Ameri
can capitalists, to whom they sell their Zionist 
ideals in exchange for financial credits and 
support; they pass from wide national colon
isation to the narrow exploitation of conces
sions, to the simple business of orange planta
tions, etc. But with this change of aim there 
has also gone a sharp change in the economic 
position of the Jewish workers. Previously 
the Jewish worker had been put in a privileged 
position by the Zionist organisations. The 
wages paid to the Jewish workers were several 
times higher than the wages of the Arab work
ers. But now the protected Zionist economy 
is disappearing. The workers' guilds and co
operatives, which were supported by Zionist 
capital and carried out great economic con
structive work, are tumbling down like houses 
of cards. The wages of the Jewish workers 
are falling and approximating to the Arab 
scale. Along with this economic levelling, 
there is taking place a political levelling. 
Class-consciousness of the need for solidarity 
between the Jewish and Arab proletariat is 
growing. More and more frequently the 
Jewish workers are coming out in defence of 
the Arab peasantry, against the Jewish kulak 
colonists and exploiters of the colonists. 



868 THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

A great change is also taking place among 
the Arabs. Thanks to the compilation of the 
land register, and with the help of the British 
officials, the native Arab gentry is expropriat
ing the land from the peasants by means of 
trickery and exto~tionate transactions, and 
concentrating in its hands immense areas. The 
immense sums which have passed through 
Zionist channels into the pockets of the Arab 
Effendi have hastened the infiltration of capi
talist elements into Arab agriculture. The 
area of orange plantations is extending, and 
the capitalist resources and forms of Arab 
agriculture are increasing. The native Arab 
genry is fusing with the plantation capitalists, 
and is being transformed into a landowning 
and trading capitalist class. Its interests are 
bound up with the foreign market. Britain is 
the chief market for Palestine oranges. This 
bourgeoisie is at the head of the reformist 
tendencies in the Arab national movement, 
which has now entered the path of agreement 
with European imperialism. Last year, at the 
Seventh Arab Congress in Palestine, the con
solidation of the trading bourgeoisie and the 
planters was carried through, on the general 
basis of reconciliation with European Imperi
alism. The trading and landlord groups, 
which were formerly distinct by birth and 
dynasty, are now drawing together on the 
general platform of fighting their Zionist 
competitors and coming to agreement with 
British imperialism. Their only demands 
are the limitation of the rights of the Zionists 
and the summoning of Parliament. 

The penetration of capital relations into the 
Arab village has resulted in the destruction of 
former economic forms and the stratification 
of the peasantry. The landless, expropriated 
peasantry is growing in numbers, increasing 
the reserve army of labour in the towns; while 
the British imperialists are establishing in the 
villages a hitherto unknown type of Arab 
kulak. The expropriation of the peasantry is 
proceeding in two directions : the buying of 
land by the European colonisers, and robberv 
by the Arab landlords. These expropriation.s 
are producing great agrarian conflicts and the 
sharpening of class relations in the Arab 
village. 

As a result, we have the development, both 
quantitative and qualitative, of the Arab town 

proletariat. The position of the worKers is 
extremely bad. Female and child labour, 
hitherto almost unknown in Palestine, is 
spreading, and is displacing male adult labour 
(at the Mabruk tobacco factory in Haifa 250 

children are employed; a special workshop for 
women has also been built). 

The hard conditions of tl:ie workers in 
general, and of the Arab workers in particular, 
find expression in a whole series of strikes and 
other economic conflicts. We must note as 
something absolutely new die comparatively 
large number of strikes of Arab workers, and 
especially their stubborn character. The strike 
of the Arab bakers in Jerusalem, the strike at 
the Mabruk factory in Haifa, and a whole 
series of smaller strikes of Arab building 
workers are to be noted; there have even been 
cases of strikes among the Arab agricultural 
labourers. 

There have been a great number of agrarian 
disorders in the villages, arising not only 
between the Arab peasants and the Zionist 
colonists, but there have been many cases also 
of disputes between the Arab peasants and the 
Arab landowners. In recent months there 
have been important agrarian conflicts at Ein
Kerem, Adi-Havaras, Kar, etc. In all of these 
conflicts collisions took place with the British 
police, and they ended with arrests and mas
sacres of the participants. 

The social basis of the Arab Congress is 
being undermined. The Arab peasants no 
longer trust their leaders of the Arab Central 
Committee, the Islam Mejliss, the highest 
Mahommedan council. A new movement is 
beginning, headed by the radical intelli
gentsia. It is true that this movement has 
been captured by the Pan-Islamic reaction. It 
is necessary to note that Pan-Islamism is a 
fairly extreme opponent of European imperi
alism, both in Egypt and in other Arab areas. 
Throughout the country the Mahommedan 
youth clubs are increasing and multiplying, 
and are assuming greater and greater signifi
cance. At the same time, revolutionary ten
dencies are growing among the Arab workers. 
The influence of the agitation and propaganda 
carried out by the Palestine Communist Party 
is rapidly spreading. International Jewish
Arab workers' clubs have oeen started, ana 
on the initiative of the Communist Party a 
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number of international meeting:s and confer
ences have been held. Communist literature 
printed in Arabic is being widely spread, and 
is getting a greater and greater circle of 
readers. The Y .C.L., workers' fractions, the 
International Red Aid, and the Communist 
Party are the most active factors in the Arab 
working class. The imperialists, Jewisfi 
fascists, and the Mahommedan reactionaries 
have opened a raging campaign against Com
munist "sedition," but without result. The 
workers' movement among the Arabs is on the 
increase. The peasant demands are assuming 
threatening dimensions. We can note the 
workers' demonstration in Jerusalem, the 
peasant demonstration in Jaffa, the huge de
monstration in Jaffa against the land brokers 
and speculators, and finally the international 
demonstration of Jewish and Arab workers on 
August rst. 

The Arab bourgeoisie, particularly the 
gentry of the Mahommedan aristocracy, feels 
the ground slipping from under its feet. It 
needs somehow to rehabilitate itself in the 
eyes of the Arab masses; it must somehow 
stop or paralyse the growth of solidarity be
tween the Arab and Jewish workers. British 
imperialism comes to its aid with the provo
cation in connection with the "\V ailing 
Wall." Husseini, the :Mufti of Jerusalem, 
hoped with the help of a pogrom to re-estab
lish his revolutionary renown among the Arab 
masses. The Zionist Fascists, for whom it is 
particularly necessary to stop the growing in
fluence of the Communists and the drawing 
together of the Arab and Jewish workers, 
rattle their sabres, organise provocative de
monstrations, and hurry forward the moment 
for the clash. British agents,· according to 
the Manchester Gttardian, allow Arab fanatics 
and Jewish chauvinists to arrange demonstra
tions at the same place and at the same time. 
The result is a bloody battle, a national mas
sacre. But the British agents, together with 
the Jewish fascists and Arab reactionaries, 
have made an error in their calculations : the 
wind they raised was stronger than its makers. 
The little conflict in Jerusalem spread to Gaza, 
Jaffa and Haifa. The echoes of the Palestine 
events have already been heard in Syria. The 
Bedouins and the Druses mobilised great 
forces to help their Arab brothers in their 

struggle against British imperialism and its 
Zionist helpers. 

We are undoubtedly faced with a rapidly
growing revolutionary movement of the Arab 
masses. This movement cannot in one 
moment find its correct revolutionary path 
and methods of struggle. It is possible that 
the official leaders, national-reformists of the 
type of the Mufti of Jerusalem or petty-bour
geois nationalists of the type of the leaders of 
the Mahommedan clubs, were able to control 
the movement in time, directing it on to the 
wrong, reactionary path, even playing the 
game of the opposite imperialist camp, and 
they may again betray to British imperialism 
the interests of the Arab working masses. But 
the significance of these events must not be 
judged by the successes or defeats of the mass 
attack, but by the immense revolutionary edu
cational part which they will play and are 
playing in the Arab East. After the treachery 
of the Arab nationalists in Palestine and 
Syria, after the treachery of the Egyptian 
bourgeoisie, it would have seemed to the 
British imperialists, and along with them to 
the social-democrats, that the imperialist posi
tion in the Arab East was firm and durable. 
The recent rising of the Arab masses in Pales
tine has torn to shreds this confidence in the 
firmness and durability of European im
perialism. 

The British Labour Government wanted to 
save itself from a mass rising, and to avoid 
any unpleasant interference from the United 
States in such a business. And so the Arab
Jewish massacres in Palestine were staged. 
The Zionist agents of imperialism and the 
Mahommedan reaction inflamed the national
ist instincts and religious fanaticism, in order 
by these means to gain for themselves the 
possibility of exploiting the masses; they 
sealed with the blood of Jewish and Arab 
workers their union with British imperialism. 

The Second International has organised in 
practically every country of Europe and 
America Zionist-Socialist committees to co
operate with the Zionist adventure in Pales
tine. Tfie sections of the Second International 
in Palestine carry on an openly chauvinist 
provocative policy, their slogans-take the 
land, get worK-being the direct expression of 
their participation in this bloody massacre. 
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The Palestine reformists, in agreement with . 
the leaders of the Labour Party, organised 
fascist bands which p}ayed an active provoca
tive part in the rec~nt events in Palestine. 

As against the bloody adventurers, the 
Zion_ist bourgeoisie, the Pan-Islamists, the 
British agents, the Arab chauvinists, the 
hypocritical demagogues of the Second Inter
national, the Communist Party of Palestine 
is the only group which has honestly and sin
cerely fought against the imperialist reaction 
and the national chauvinists. For several 
years the Communist Party of Palestine has 
been conducting a loyal fight against the 
Zionist adventurers and a campaign to expose 
the bourgeois Arab national1sts and the 
Mahommedan reactionaries. The Party has 
mobilised the Arab and Jewish working 
masses under the international 6anner of revo
lutionary proletarian class soli Clarity. It must 
be noted that even in these nightmare days 
the spark of class solidarity was not extin
guished. Even the bourgeois correspondents 
mentioned the fact that even in the heat of the 
religious-chauvinist upheaval in Jerusalem, 
the Arab workers with great self-sacrifice 
sheltered and saved the lives of their Jewish 
worker comrades (the builders engaged on the 
Rockefeller museum in Jerusalem). The E.C. 
of the Palestine Party issued an appeal in 
Jewish and Arabic, calling for class solidarity, 
for fraternisation, for the uniting of their 
forces in a common front directed against the 
permanent enemies-British imperialism and 
the Arab and Jewish bourgeoisie. 

The MacDonald Government showed that 
it was continuing the colonial policy of 
British imperialism. This government not 
only does not lighten the burden of the 
colonial peoples, but in subtle forms it loads 
on them new chains, a new burden of subjec
tion and slavery. The Palestine events 
brought_ to light a refined policy of violence 
and robtiery on the part of British imperialism 
and the Premier MacDonald. Before the 
Communist advance guard in the Arabian 
East, and in the first place, before the Com
munist Party of Palestine, lies the historical 
task of leading the working Arab masses into 
a wide anti-imperialist stream and to direct it 
llong the course of the agrarian· movement. 
rhe first chief task is to expose the imperialist 

role of the MacDonald Government. And 
the immediate object must be to co-operate 
with the mass peasant movement in a mighty 
protest against British imperialism, and to 
transform this movement into an anti-feudal, 
anti-theocratic and anti-c.apitalist movement, 
freed from the control of the Pan-Islamists, 
sheiks and feudal landowners. 

It is necessary to set up everywhere peasant 
committees to control the elemental partisan 
movement and to recover the land from the 
feudal Effendis and large Jewish colonists. 
The united revolutionary front of all workers, 
without distinction of nationality or creed; 
against imperialism, Zionism and Arab 
feudal-bourgeois reaction-this is the general 
slogan which the Party must bring to the Arab 
and Jewish working .masses. The Party must 
carry on a determined fight against the Right 
elements, who are against the Slogan of a 
workers' and peasants' Palestine, against the 
slogan of the agrarian revolution. And at 
the same time it is necessary to fight in the 
same resolute manner against the ultra-Left 
tendencies, which find expression in the com
pletely non-Communist slogan of ejecting all 
the Jewis from Palestine. This slogan brings 
water to the mills of Pan-Islamic reaction, 
nationalism and chauvinism. The Jewish 
proletariat should, together with the Arab 
workers, form a single general revolutionary 
organisation to fight for Communism. It is 
necessary to organise joint meetings of Jewish 
and Arab workers to protest against British 
imperialism and bourgeois-reactionary Zion
ism, against social-fascfsm, which is support
ing Zionism, against the clerical-feudal-bour
geois factions, which exploit the national and 
religious prejudices of the masses and capitu
late to imperialism. 

It is necessary to organise widely represen
tative conferences of Arab workers in the sur
rounding countries-Syria, Irak, etc.-and to 
give them general political and social-econo
mic tasks. The slogans of the war against 
British imperialism, and the agrarian revolu
tion, should inspire all appeals and actions of 
the Palestine Communist Party. 

At the same time, die Communist Parties 
of the imperialist countries, and especially of 
Fra:1ce and Britain, must develop a wide anti
imper:alist campaign against their own im-
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perialist governments. The British Party 
must expose the policy of MacDonald, who js 
protecting the mandate of British imperialism 
in Palestine with the aim of subjecting the 
Arab working masses with the help of the 
Jewish bourgeoisie and Arab feudalism, with 
the aim of suffocating the national-revolution
ary movement of the Arab masses. It is 
necessary to organise demonstrations and 
meetings on a large scale to demand the recall 
of the British armies from Palestine. The 
French Communist Party must open a wide 
campaign among the French proletariat for 
the liberation of Syria from the French im
perialist yoke. The American Party must 
agitate against American imperialism and the 
Jewish bourgeoisie which is helping American 
imperialism to strengthen its influence in 

Palestine, against the subjugation of the Arab 
masses by imperialism. 

The workers of the whole world_:_in particu
lar of the imperialist States concerned-should 
organise a powerful movement of protest 
against the British-Zionist adventure. The 
peasants and workers of Palestine are making 
heroic efforts to rise to the height of their 
revolutionary tasks, to free themselves from 
the tutelage of the Islamic sfieiks and the 
Jewish Zionists, from the yoke of Labour im
perialism, but by themselves they cannot 
withstand the imperialist attack. The advance 
guard of the European proletariat must re
spond to the call of the revolutionary Arab 
masses, it must help them to find their way 
to the victorious path of revolutionary 
struggle. 

The Tenth Plenum of the E.C.C.I. and 
the British Party 

The need for a sharp change 

T HE new tactical line formulated by the 
Ninth Plenum of the E.C.C.I. has com
pletely justified itself. The British re

formists, who as a general rule boast of their 
moderation and gradualness in action, have 
on this occasion shown astonisfiing speed in 
justifying their main characterisation by the 
Ninth Plenum-the transformation of the 
British Labour Party into an ordinary social
democratic party. · Simultaneously, the trade 
union bureaucracy have dropped all opposi
tion in connection with the control of the 
Labour Party, and, merging with the Labour 
Party, are putting into effect an unconcealed 
fascist policy both in regard to the workers in 
the colonial countries and in regard to the 
workers of Britain itself. Under such condi
tions and in these circumstances the British 
Communist Party was certainly under an obli
gation, in response to the requirements of the 
class struggle, to follow the line of open and 
determined struggle against 6oth the control 
of the Labour Party and the control of the 
trade unions. 

The character of the evolution of the Labour 
Party is now being confirmed every day. The 

second MacDonald Government is still more 
shamelessly and insolently than the first, 
carrying out the main tasks of British imperi
alism, dragging in the mire even those pitiful 
promises made by the Labour Party at the 
time of the election campaign. The colonial 
policy of British imperialism finds its expres
sion in pogroms organised in Palestine, and 
in the well-known process of pacification. 
Ramsay MacDonald's international policy 
finds expression in the repetition of the Curzon 
demands in connection with the U.S.S.R., 
and equally in ttie frank:ly usurious stand 
adopted by Snowden, with applause from the 
whole bourgeois press of Britain, at The 
Hague Conference. And the internal policy 
of the pseudo-Labour Government is expressed 
not only in tfie fact that it has refused and 
still refuses to repeal the anti-Trade Union 
Act and the Mining Eight-Hours Day Act, 
but also in the active help given by the govern
ment to the magnates of the textile industry 
in reducing the wages of the textile workers. 

There can be no comrades in the Briti~h 
Communist Party who do not now realise that 
the Party would have been politically anni-


