.~ Widespread Discontent Aris~
ig Among the Peasants,

. a7 asting Sscret Polloe Docus
munt. Mado Pub o 'D, “Free
ﬂ‘un\ n"" Shows ﬂ!ll the Pea-
cuirs, 80 Long Patient and Bub-
mi sive, Are Being Reached by
s ovolu lonary Propaganda—
A+ 11 Omen for Russian Deepo-

tam, ;
. juteresting pecret document
Joutly deaked out from the Bt
o ofticlal plgeon-holes. 1t s
dodential cireular, No. 4,884,
tith of June: 1888 (0. ), and
wab by the Police Department
ety of Internal Affates ‘Lo
oo incinl Goyernors, It runs
voepriling to Informstion re-
¢ e Ministry of Internal Af-
C patleed that In certain pro-
. pEmelpally. those of the South
L West, o series of disorders
v arisen among the peasants,
Jatirbmnecs  have taken. the
<y ftematie damage to the land-
o pelits and mendows, to which
cantst eattle were taken for
pader gunnd of the villagers
1) sticks, stones and forks—
atticks on  the landlords’
i patreols, and of extensive
Coittie of trees in the landlords
. wovampanied by fghits with the
On the seizure of the pens-
srdi by the Patrols the inhabit-
= whole village sometimes com-
j1s recapture, and make armed
01 o the houses and farms of
o matdes,  devastating’ agricultural
Wines atd sven dwelling houses,
ot beatily Injury to and mutilating
conts wod watehmen.  Similar
4ofent Ciolenies himve heen accompanied
Iy cortain enses by arimed resistance to
e sutbortled who have come to quell
the e terhanee, the police were beaten
atd eotided, while in the provinee of
Voronesl |n the month of May (1808),
® bt wa s fired by some unknown mis-
cocaid ot a farmer and the “‘Stanovoy
Pristas™ who hadtaken part in put-
lown  the distarbances (which
1tisen onthe ground of a mis.
~tandiug between the peasants
wind t1e farmeriwherehy the officlal
was Ll Besldes this, another case
worrred In whieh o landowner wns
conel's handied at a market place by
< crowidl of ‘people, In conkequence of
wome dispute a8 to the terms of pay-
pent for field labor, and tlireats were
weerd of ohtaining ln satisfaction
1 shnlinr means on other contractors.
. tn e dove-mentioned ipstances of
tdenoe and license by the peasants
theleal anthorities were helpless, and
i thost cases, from fear of violence to
1ok, ook no means: to repress
sordars,
‘i aeix of license on the pirt of
untry, whereby private people
pre deprived of an assarance of safety
for thelr pevsous. au@.property, bear
withess 1o the fact that the qulet and
resnlar conrse of publie ife s fosufll
ciently soenred, amd this must in a cer-
talu degree e attributed to the fault
of the loen] ndministration and police
Cpatlerities whose duty 4t Is to take
Woasiros towards o timely removal of
Wl wisunderstamdings  which  may
frise, ndd 1o firmly. safeguard public
i atid peace.
Jzing, in consequence of this
the nrgent nead of putting an
el {0 sneh undesirable conducet of the
prasants owards the landlords, I have
SIF, to beg that you will di-

This Bt
et the
they shonlid tnke  the most
Fef 1o o vert and erush any manifests-
tions of vielenee on the part of the
prasaiits o to hring to justice a'l
those gttty of violenye and taking the
Las i 1hedr Gyvn lsinds. - With this aim
W vlew the Distrfet  Commanders,
prnsent auembers of  the Orown
Pt for the Administeations of the
Peasanfe 1l Arbitratoss. of the Peace
#pd ol aflisers of the police fo
Mol e alslered—= ; -
S0 Tt fnerensed observations be
o [rirs, markets, and generally
| s where the peasants and
¢ people dongregate. (2. That
1 b partd to the reciprocal
1 peasants to the land-
favmers, and steps be
b o remigve any canse of
and collisgion in  those
owing to beonomic condl-
£ wicloalisagresments may oceur.
O closely rural advoeates:
wners who have no fixed
¢ agitators wwho were ad-
Iy femioved from other dls-
s to Keep nn eye on
¥he and those of the local
Pems; (e owing to thelr tur-
Balont nnt unsatisfactory  behavior,
wre (bt aets of violence and
(Whose it etee on their fellows may
e pernc e In cases wWhere it In
hown (i sncly persons are instigat-
g s ol xpreading unfounded
Peprts  aujong  the peasants,
Should frsielintely be arrested in view
of the Statutes for the State of Slege:
At the wise time n short report of thelr
Procecdines shonld be furnished to me,
¥ fhat they be removed from Aany
#iven loplity. (4 In those places
Whete the ruralmopnlation may be in
& #tate of formént it should be notified
¥ the jegsints that violemee cannot
© B umified Ly any, reasons or causes
. ¥hatsever and that the suthors will
b Bl sovorely responsible.  'Where-
Bon, 1f the agitation eesumes &

whst e
ey H'(-“
*mindst

i I

persons or the Vice-Governor, In order
1o make the peasa:ts bear reason. In
more serious cases should

self, and if the n':::am: u&”;:
tw:m should Immediately be ealled
out, so that an agitation which might
otherwise result in violence and ﬂbplf
lion may be cipped jn the bud, In
case of open disorder breaking ont,
megasures should at once he taken for
promptly and decsively crushing it,
aul in still more serious infringements
of the pence it Is imperative that the
YViee-Governor or your E:
should be In command on the spot. In’
addition to this it is incumbent for the
administrative authority to iImmediate-
Iy arrest the ringleaders and partici-
pators In the disturbance before the
arrival of the judicial authority on the
base of the Statutes for the State of
Slege, and.a most careful Investigation
of the circumstances causing the
tumult should be required from the
poilee, ®o that the judicial powers may
have at thelr disposal all the informa-
tlon npecessary for a preliminary In-
vestigation and a successful prosecu-
tion of the guilty persons. After such
persons having completed the terms of
the punishwent, inflicted on thewn by
the lnw courtk your Excellency should
consider the question of the advisabil-
ity of temporarily removing the sald
persons from localities where their per-
nicious nfiuence had been manifested,
a% a means of preventng new disturh-
ances; then this guestion should  be
=commended to my attention for my de-
clslon.

"‘h: thoge eases where the acts com-
mitted are ot of such a character as
to bring them under the jurisdiction of
the law courts,’ your Excellency should
act in the manner ax preseribed by sec-
tion 3 of thix cirenlar.

“Whilst placing thé timely preven-
tlion and stopping of disturbances on
the personnl responsibllity of the Tro-
vinelal Governors, I consider it Indis-
pensable to add that In all cases where
disorder, violence or rloting may take
place In any locality, the Minlstry will
pay a stern attention to the question
of responsibility of those persons
whose duty It was to ascerfaln and
prevent these outbreaks.

“Signed in the original by Goreniy-
kin, the Minister for Home Afalrs;
counfersigued by the Director, Zvoly-
ansky."”

This document is, to our mind, of the
greatest importance, It is a statement
hy the Government that the Russian
peasantry, particularly in the Bouth of
the Empire, Is far from being so sub-
missive and endlessly patient as Is gen-
erally supposed. It Is a secret avownl
of the Government that it entertains
the greatest fefirs as to the frame of
mind of thie rural population. The cir-
cular dates only some sixteen months
‘back, and this period abounds In facts
proving that Rotwithstanding all the
- thrents of “mik dministration”
Tresp Ible for any k on the
part of peasanis, and all the measures
of espl " t and exile
withiout trlal, and repression by armed
hand recommended by the Minlstry,
the peasants’ frame of mind hax not
guined much in peacefulness, Even
the gagged Russian press gives us such
facts. We shall have an opportunity
of quoting them In one of our next
issyes,

fmpri

* That s, In so-called “political cases,” in
which the Inquiry Into the miatter Is econ-
dueted by the genddrmes, instead of an offl-
cinl under the Minlstry of Justice, and
.which may end In punishment without any
trial whatever—"administratively.”

THE ADDYSTON DECISION,

The Anti-Trust Viotory Actua'ly
Means Nothing.

The United States Supreme Court’s
decision that the Addyston Plpe com-
bine is unconstitutional, which Is being
haifled by reactionists as a blow at the
"P'rusts, can only be regarded as In line
with opinlons handed down relating to
rallway pools. Not only is it mot a
blow: at Trusts, but at the conclusion
of the syllabus, in referring to the pro-
duction and distribution of sugar, for
example, the sugar Trust Is practieally
declared to be a constitutional associn-
tion, for the court has adopted the con-
venlent polley of making fine distine-
tions between good and bad Trusis, a
‘nice lttle plece of sophistry. It ap-
pears that the Addyston people had
merely formed a riug, divided the coun-
try's business, and operated as Indivi-
dual companies, whereas the recl Trust

Nineteenth. Annual Conven-
- tion of the A F. of L

The Convention Lasts a Long Time,
But Littie—Social-
ism Comes in for ite Share in the
Discussion—A Meeaningless Re~
solution on Trusts.

The Ninetewnth Annual Couventlon
of the American Federation of Labor
was opencd at Detroit, Michigan, on
Monday morning, December 11, In the
absence of Presldent Gompers, the con-
ventlon was called to order by Second
Vice-President Jumes Duncan.  An
address of welcome was read by Mr.
Grivell, on dehalf of the Detroit Cen-
tral Labor Union; it was full of the
usnal fine phrases about “this great re-
public” and “Justice and equality,” and
declared that the workers are to solve
the labor problem “without loss of life
or property,” with particular emphasls
on the “property.”

The Committee on Credentials re-
ported a list of over 180 delegates, the
Inrgest ever reconded at an A. ¥, of L.
convention. The British organizations
were represented by Alex. Wilkie, of
the Shipwrights, and Jas, Haslam, of
the Miners: the Canadian by D. A,
Carey. While the Committee was act-
ing upbm protests, Delegate Duncan
read a lengthy annual report from
President Gompers.  The report of
Secretary Morrison followed, pointing
to great guins made by the Federation
during the past year, doe, no donbt, to
the lmproved conditions of indusiry.
The incoine showed an Increase of
$17.802.08 over that of last year, of
which $5,220.61 was derived from the
two per cent. nesessment levied by the
Inst convention to defray expenses of
organizers In the Southern and Inter-
Mountain - Districts,  Total receipts
were over $40,000; total expenses,
£30,600—an incrense of §£11.400; balance
on hand, a little over $0.000. The
heaviest single Item of expenses was
that of $6.373.68 for organizing pur-
poses, of which two-thirds was spent
in the Southern and Inter-Mountain
Districts., The total increase of mem-
bership was stated at 144,282 New
unlons nuinbering 2264 were reported
as organized during the year. The
“Federationist” showed a deficit of
$000; total expense of publication, &
little over £4,000,

President 0'Connell, of the Interna-
tional Association of Machinlsts, read
his_report as fraternal delegate to the
British Congress at Plymouth. He
sald that the majority of the delegates
Wﬂ"m‘i}’mp ¥ Wit so-
clallsm, although they favored Inde-
pendent political action. J. H. Sulll-
van, fraternal delegate to the last
Canadian Trade *Unlon Congress re-
ported that that body passed a resolu-
tion favoring Independent political ac-
tion and repudiating the capltalist par-
ties, which resolution was then sent to
a referendum vote.

The Tuesday morning session was
largely océupled by the introduction of
resolutions and by the report of the
Federation Council. This report deais
at length with the attempt to lobby for
Iabor legislation In Congress—generally
unsuccessful. 1t dealt also with the
trotbles of the organizations of hrew-
ers and the coopers, the painters, the
woodworkers, the bartenders and hotel
and restaurant employees, the, metal
poiishers, the Typographleal and Ma-
chinists' Unions, and others. It
recommended’ closer connection be-
tween thie A. F. of L. and the national
and internationa! unions, especlally
that no boycott should be declared by
Jocal unions, but that all difficulties be
referpedl to the A. F. of L. for pre-
limidary adjustment, and that only on
the fallure of such attempted adjust-
ment & boyeott should be declared by
the Federation. .

The Committee on Resolutions re-
commended that the resolution on the
Jdaho outrages be referred to the
Counvil. The recommendation was
adopted, Thus the first attempt to
side-track this question succéeded.

At the afternoon session, 8 Mr. Ken-
nedy, clalming to be 8 delegate of the
wInternational Farmers' Union,” ap-
peared, but was refused admission.
Most of. the afternoon was spent in a
wrangle over the admission of a dele-
gate of the Omaha C. L. U.. hinging on
the fight between rival painters’

does business as one. co y only,
and §s the result of the complete amal-
gamstion of various interests. The ad-
ditional fact that the stock markets
paid no attention to the decislon makes
the proof pretty conclusive that the

1 tinued, but not settled.

Susan B, Anthony addressed the Con-
veution, asking It to give Its endorse-
ment to a petition to Congress for &
woman's suffrage amendment. = The
request was referred to the BootQuun
Commlittee.

On Wednesday morning, Delegate
Fahey of Tennessee made & plea for
greater efforts to organize the Bouth,
poluting out that the unions In the
South were helping to abolish the
color line. This point was loudly ap-
planded. The painters’ fight was con-

Wn the afternoon session, Mr. Wik
kie, the British fraterual delegate,
e. He fiattered the A. F. of L.,
talked a great deal about International
et o b

t attention to
m:mu In the time-honored
phrase, that “there is no short cut to

| the Millenlum."

Jdvely, we must ‘back

. was shut out; eall for roll

gouizations of lahor. To resist #’ .
v

fight sgatnst the “Sun’” with A uhk

and intelligent fight at the ballof

to place in power men 4

own Interests, ¥

A resolution was passed condem
the use of Federal troops to enfd
Junetions against o bor
declaring against the Inerdase of
standing army beyond  the
quota of 25,000 men, Another »
tion protested’ against the
labor slave systets in Hawall and
manding its _ abaolition. Ano
pledged ‘the support'of the A. F.
to the seamen in thelr effort ‘fnr'r'
amendufent of law that will allow sd-
wew to quit work when they desfre.

The rest of the day was speat in 7%
sidering o mumber of resolutions of ik
importance. The question ‘of the
cago “News™” and “Record” came gp
ngaly, and it was openly charged :‘t
there were men presenit Who were 1§
actual agents of that paper. Lobhiyisz
was, in fact, freely Indulged in. 81
through the convertion,, Among thiwe
represented 18 McKinley © hinself,
whose agent I8 MF. Ratehford, foruss.
Iy of the Miners' Union, now a memisr
of thé Industrial Commission, who, S
gether with Richard Powers of C ieako
and others, urged delesntes to vpie M
andorsement of MceKinley's Phitippide
policy and to kill any ldaho resola-

b
tion,

On Priday the Committee on Resoln-
tions reported on the following resola-
tlons by Comrade Hayes: g

“Whereos, the various reports sub-
mitted by our trade union officials are
In e¢fféct that, ko far as our efforts Ly
petitions and interviews with the leg=
lutnres of the varfous Btates and the
Federal ‘Government are: concerned,
littlée has been mccomplished by the
above-mentioned methods, for where a
so-called labor law is passed, it is elthar
deciared unconstitutional by the couris
or allowed to rémain unenforced, a
dead letter on the statute books;

“Resolved, That this  Federation
recommends that the vavious central
and loeal bodies of labor In the United
States take steps to use thelr ballats,
thelr political power, on independent
lines from the capitnlistic political par
ties, in harmony with the action of our
brother trade unlonists In  Euarops
Australla, Canada, and other civilised
communities, based on their clnss .
terests as wage workers, and that hers
after_members of labor orgnnizations
found on the platform and advocating
the Interest of the old political partins

e Hin

W wovement as a patural outcome

‘of the present keen competition in com-
mercial activity. -The evil ifluence re-
sniting from concentrated capiisl can
only be'met Gy fully realizing that tho

» Mount Ofiver baker, was indicted
Allegheny Uounty Grand Jury
mslicious Yreep The M

Cosl Company, ewned by, the trost

as the Pittsburg Coal Company, fenosd

. the village of Red Town near here. Keller,
who charges this waa done to prevest Bim
.and others from selling 1o the two

m‘ 3
dred mivers employed by the company,

|'State eanmot sfully leg

ugalnst this so-called ‘growing evil” It
i%, therefore manifestly the duty of the
State, as well as of the labor mwove-
ment, to meet this situation and to
treat the subject as. % velop-
went. The Trust is an industrial dis-
ecasc which can ouly be alleviated and

“Llnally cured by rémedies taken from

the industrial garden. Organization of
labor free from all soti-combination
lawsa given full freedom to use It own
natern! weapons and the thoughtful
and edrnest support of ali lovers of In-
(dustrial freedom will meet this evil
and overcome 1t In the natural evolu-
tionary way. We, therefore; ask from
the legislatures pot ‘apti-combination
laws, but the sweeping away of those
*now In existence, to the end that the
Trust may not have at lts counnand
the ' judicial, executive. and military
machinery of the political Btate.”

Consideration of  this remarkable
Aocument was postponed till Tuesday.

On Tuesday, a large number of reso-
lutions were passed upon, mostly e
Iating to affalvs not of general lntérest,
The recommendation of the Committes
_on President’s Report was then taken
the Cleveland C: U4 mwoved to
amend by adding:

“And, furthermore, that this conven-
tlonteall upon the trade unlonists of the
United States and workingmen gen-
erally. to earefplly stiuly the develop-
ment of Trusts and monopolies, with
a view to natioualizing the same,”

This practically “places the Federn-
tlon In the positlon of endorsing the
collective ownership of the means of
production and  distribution, or, at
least,’ opening thé door to that prin-
ciple.  Delegnte Hayes made a short
speech on the question, I which he
declared that the time. had arrived for
the trade‘unlons to take a step for-
« ward and encourage their members to
eduedte themselves upon the logical
and scientific solution of the labor
gnestion. The speaker was warmly re-
celved and his amendment was adopted
almost unanimously.

Another remarkable passage in the
report, referring to Industrial erises,
eannot he given now, but will be pre-
sented next week, Thé Idaho outrages
weré condemned by President Gom-
pers in his report, and this passage
Jwas approved. A very wordy declara-

L.

be regarded with suspicion as
of the wnge earners nl::d as omxjmt fmperiallsm was also
‘ot the AGVETICED THOOY mOVEment; R A

that this be submitted to a referendum
vote of mll the organizations In affilla-
tion with this Federation, and should
such a vote be In the affirmative, then
immedfitely proceed on the lines sug-
gested above” ;

The committee offered as a substitute
“that the Federation recommends that
the varlous central and local bodles of
Iabor In the United States tike steps
to use their ballots, thelr  political
power, on fndependent lines as enun-
cinted in the platform of the A. Ik
of L.

Comrade Haves took the floor and
pointed out that the working people
were foreed to take Independent poll-
tleal action. He went over the last
street-car  strike In  Cleveland and
showed that the working people lost
the strike, although 00 per cent. of the
people were on thelr side, becanse &
per cent. of the people, the plutocrats
of Cleveland, were on the slde of the
company. He clted the successful in-
Junctions and nnsuecessful boycotts of
the last few years due to the contreol
of the courts by the capitalist parties.
He urged the delegates that: it was
timé that the workers cease to be di-
vided. being good union men 364 days
in the year and turning agalost their
own class on the B65th. He showed
how the growth of the Trusts was
niaking it harder and harder to cons
duet the struggle on economic gronmis
only and how the introduction of new
labor-saving machinery made the codi-
dition still worse. He pointed out that
the best financial papers in Boston and
wew York advised their capitsiist read-
ers to call In their investments, prediet-
ing another crush An about a year, and
told the delegates that another crisis
in Industrial pursults meant a serious
crigsis in the trade unlon moyement,
and urged the delegates to vote for his
resolution. 8

Only one delegate spoke against It,
and the vote was taken. The resolu-
tion ns amended by the committee was
adopted by an aye and po vote, Same
of the Socialist delegates demanded a
roll call, but Chatrman MéGuire ruled
that it was too late, as the vote was
already announced.

In the Saturday, a resolution favors
fng a merchant marine subsidy bill,
which was strongly lobbled for, was
defeated. 4
The cammittee reported on the
tion by Comrade Hayes condem
President McKinley and ernor
Steunenberg for the Idabo sltrages
and offered a substitute ¢indemning
the outrages, but not- placing -
responsibility upon those whose
it was. Hayes asked for the floor,
call was
nled; on a show of hands, the
tute of the committee was adepted
& vote of 56 for and 28 against.

¥

This report will be-concinded next-
week, and editorial comment is re-
served for that time,

ST

Middletown, Conn., Dee, 13—“Killed
while trying to break Ioto a bank, ' Justin.
able homielde.”” This epltaph, made by a
Coroner’s jury here to-day, may be the only
dane that Is erer written for a burglar, the
top of whose head was blown off this morn.
tng by Harry Tyler, night watchman of the
Deep River Savings Bauk, while the feilow
was trylng to break into that Innlmth.u‘.

Poor, poor fool. burglar. Had he
been properly brought up in the way
e should go. he would have known
that the proper way to rifie a bank'is
not to break fnto it at night, but to be
« & casbjer in it in the daytime, to have
“confidence reposed” In you, be a high-
Iy respected deacon of the charch and
superintendent of the Sunday school,
“move in gosd soclety,” and then move
off with all the milllons in it. Then
gobody would dare to blow the top of
your head off: that would be murder—
mwost  “unjustifinble . homicide,” for
which the shooter would be hanged,
If caught you might be put into prison
for form's sake, but you would have
sympathy and flowers, and a “‘pardon™
before your time wns half up.

Young man, don’t be a vulgar, fool
burglar: it s bad form, and exposcs
you to having the top of your head
blown off. Learn to be polite, suave,
and plons. You will find you ean get
on In the world much better and get
off with the swag much pleasanter,

Arthor Farrell, of Willlamabridge, was
mentenced yesterday by Justice Schate, of
Mount Vernon, New York, to six months in
the Kings County Penitentlary for striking
s woman. Justice Schats said: “Farrell,
you ocught te be ashamed of yourself. . You
are a coward to sirike & defencelesn woman,
and will receive no mercy from this court.”

Why ashamed, Judge Schatz; why a
coward? Is it.not the universal morals,
rule, and practice of this world to
wallop the weak and defenceless every
time chance offers. Does not every
Christian nation de It ‘and pray God
for success before, and thank him af-

iy? Did she pot jump into this Bouth
African glory because she thought the.

up. Comrade Max Hayes, delegate of L

b opposition to the gemeral store within the
enclosure, broke the Jock on the gate actoss
the village's maln stroet. The company sued
him. He sued the officers for 5,000 dam-
ages and for conspiracy. On the latter
charge the oficers of the company wefe
beid Jor trial.

All which abomjnablé trampling on
.eivil rights shows that Magna-Char-
tug, Bills of Rights, Declarations of
Independence, Constitutions, planting

tou-bole do pot ‘make liberty. An
eternally vigilant people wha wonld -
stantly rap the knuekles of every hand
of usurpation would e free,without
any of the foregolng paraphernalix, but
to a people, like this, that dees vot
know euough to possess itself of a club
to @se In its own defence, no amount of
paper-decreed liberties will ever glive
liberty. In this workfof brutes, where
might makes right, the working class
will ave fust ax much lberty it can
TAKE and KEEP, and not a serap
moere, Workingmen, you'll have liberty
when you seize it YOURSELVES, wo
sooner,

When Alaska was bought, what was
the cessfon? Was it Russian territory
ceded to Amerlen to he Amerfeanized,
or American territory ceded to Russia
to be Russianized? In view of Tdaho
and Chicago and Brooklyn and Buffale,
and Injunctions and rallroadings to pri-
gon everywhere, I'll be hanged if 1
“know. - Of one thing 1 am certain,
though, that MeKinley 1. Is Czar of the
United States, and Nicholas 1L Is only
President of Russia,

The cable gayx: “Red fings were ddis-
played, and revolutionary songs sung at
the Paris Soclalist Congress. The police
interfered, but made no arrests.” One
more proof added to the millions that
you cannot stay Ideas with bullets,
bayonets, and “Bull Pens.” Must It
not ranklé {n the soul of poor okl Galll-
fet, the “Butcher of the Commune,”
that the ghost of Sociallsm, thought to
Lave been forever lnid in blood twenty-
elght years ago, sits beside him, more
allve than ever, in the Cablnet, In the
person of Millerand! But there 1s no
teaching féols, and 1 suppose Gallifet
would try It again If he had the chance,

Goneral Gutacre. [who geccuily was de-
feated nt Brormberg] Is whal Is known as
an “offce general” and It was tacitly ad-
mitted by the authorities of the War Office
that be was selected In arder to provide o
mop for the cligue of which he forms & unlt,
He has seen little active sercice, Done at all
under the conditions which the British
troops have to face In tha present contest,
and 1t was freely prophesied in Louden,
when the war began, that disaster would
overtuke any column under his cominand,

A sort of Shafter, so to speak, who
had several thousand lives of men
given him to play with and experiment
with,
and sulkedl hud he not been allowed to
take part in the game, 8o, Uving men
belug very cheap, they give him sofhe
to help him learn how to play, and If
he loses a thousand or two, they will
send the dear mau another consign-
ment of such goods, with, perhaps, an
admonition to mind in-lte} next time
and not break so many toys. !

We three-colleeted all the dend [after the
battle o(,ﬂturmlwr:l over a- wide area and
burled them, the chaplaly reading the burial
service. i

Burial service! Yes, I suppose those
ehaplains aronnd the bloody pits, lifted
Yup their lugubrious volce and droned
out the old “Forasmuch as It hath
pleased “Almighty God, in his wise
providence, to take out of this world
the soul of our deceased brother,” ete.,
instead of the truth: “Forasmuch as it
hath pleased Joseph Chamberlain and
the ‘Chartered South African Com-
pany,” ete. But then, thesé praying
machines are not hired to tell the
truth.

———

London, Dec, 0.1t i stated semi-officlal.
1y that Great Britain s not pegotiatiug for
the Galapggos Island from Ecusdor.

It must have been an exceedingly
cold day when that was sald; as it is
a very cold day when Great Britaln
is°not aunexing. something or some-
body. .

»Benator Mason will open the week [In

the Senate] with a speech on hiw resolation

ring the sympathy of this country with

the Boers in their war with Great Brit-
aln.”

It is now In order for Becretary
Chamberialn to bring if a’ resolution
in the House of Commons, declaripg
the sympathy of Great Britain” with
the Filipinos in their struggle with the
United States, * One good turn deserves

g

Suppose he would have poufed”

used ounly to preserve order snd not
to destroy organized labor™”

The President tusisted that such a
thing as the latter could not be pos-
sible. - To him. was gquoted then 8

arrival at Wardger. In this speech
serriam sald: r

“It seems fo e mt}helﬂnhk
arose originally In hostile organizations
of men known as labor unlons, I should
suggest n law making the formation of
such unlons or kindred socleties a
erime. Burely, history furnishes argu-
ment suficiently in favor of such &

of the applications for labor permits,
Fand bis attention was especlaily called
th &' proclamation drawn up by the at-
to) for the Bunker HUl and #lll-
yan mines (the Btandard Ol mines)
and signed hy Bartlett Sinelalr, with
this addendum? .

“Examined and approved. H. O
Merriam,  Brl
Army.” i ;
i .ﬂ riam w m .

This proclamation, nddressed to the
mine-owners of Bhoshone County, de-
elared that certiln organizations exist-
ing o the county had shown them-
selves to be criminal In purpose, In-
citing dextruction of property and life.
No organization was named.

1n the secondy At
all mine-owners to Tefuse to give e
ployment _to_any. mafi who d&id ‘not
bring a permit ssued by Dr. Hugh
France (an employee of the Bunker
Hill mine) or hix deputy, and the condl-
tlons umder which these permits were
to be lssued were stated, including &
pledge thiat the applicant would not be-
long to the' Miners' Unlon,

ndhb;umt! B |

General Merriam's sigoature to
proclamation makes him a party to
permit system. 1 el

Mr. McKiuley told his eallers he |
derstood Democrats, were very
opposed to government by Injon
aud yet the government of
Democratic,  As for. i
added, the plocess of e« n:
wns niways open for discipliniig an
officer of the regular army. His calles
falled to sée how miners fm) 1
{he “Ball Pen” could secure & My
court-martial,

delegntion to secure from the
any frank expression of his g
and all they asked for was o
gation—one of the members, losing
self-control, sald: '
“Then the only thing for us to do s
to go and begin a public agitation
call the attention of the country fo
conditiohs existing in our land™ -
To thix Mr. McKinley responded:
“OH! NO, DON'T DO THAT. LET
ME HAVE A LITTLE TIME, AND I
AM EURE WE WILL ARRAX
THE MATTER TO THE SATISRAC-
TION OF THE WORKING PEO
PLE"” . 9
flnee that time nothing has bees
done exeept to make s military despot-
istn more and more stringest, .
A “Whilowash” for idabs. =
Evidently the Standard Ofl eapital-
ists and their servants, the State au-
thorities of Idabo, bave private sasur

*

gation will be a “whitewash,” as

one, who knows apytling of such
fairs. may expect. The Aw - ;ﬁz
Jett Rinclatr, who applied for the
eral troops, who devised the Bull Pen,
and who wote the Infgmons proclama- |

b

issued the followlng statement:
“The State of Idabo
will welcome 8

When It seemed hnpudﬂl(w e |

tion that Merriam countersigned, bas i

i

jgsiih
T I

i

and | gen
the | o

ances that ihe Congressignal investl | D
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‘SOCIALIST VOTE IN THE UNITED

e WTAYER.
(Presidential) . , . . 2.068
I IS . - ... .. 15881
. (Presidential) . . . , 21,157
i. ... 36568

% - NoTicE.
 As will be seen by the report of the

| Natlenal Kxecutive Commitiee, it has

‘been declde® to change the date of
‘mweting of the National Conventlon

- from Monday, January 22, to Saturday,

January 27,
i — - ——
T ANNOUNCEMENT,

A beautiful and artistic New Year's
Grweting has boen. prepared for The
People and will be ready by the time
this tssue reaches fts readers. It i8'a
well concolved and neatly executed
pleture, with appropriate reading mat-

~ #er, sultable for the adornment, either

®f the places of meeting of Soclalist
nnd other labor organizations, or of the
bowes of workingmen, The price of

| #be souvenlr Is placed at 10 cents

Orders should be addressed to The

| Peopls, 184 Willlam Street, New

Nork. .

“NO HOPE'FROM THE MABSES."

Under the head, “Soclalism Wil Get
Little Help frem the Workers or Trade
Ui " our alleged Boclalist con-
temporary, “Commonwenlth,” reprints
the following extraordinarily Inane

* .aud foolish article by Robert Blatch-

© er and smaller share,

ford, editor of the “Clarion,” adding
the note: *“The sitoation so plainly
#iated by the ‘ClaFlon’ editor In the
Turegoing nrticle applies equally well to
the present state of affalrs In the
- Enited Btates i
" tend dern devel
“tewnrd the degradation and lmpo
of tie workers, Steadlly as the eapltalists
play thelr gnme, setting jhe workers to un-
dersell pud ruin esch other, the wealth and
the power will come
hande and the workors

ent In

then to gpnder

i
%
g
i
3
:
ket

workers will be made to coerce euch
il defend thelr explolters.  All this s o
thg wpon the workers, and 1 see no
Its belug averted,
fome of us have tried to awaken the
“wwsses 1o (heir dauger, have tried to con-
Vinee thew of the Immédiatd' necessity of
prompt and dnlted actioh. The masses
will nut listen. A horse race or & jlngo song.
Intervsts them more, ¥
Thin Is not cheering, One thinks of the
women mod chibiren, and of what further
horrors they will have to Lear; and one

a

¢ Bds It hard to respect the workman or to

'

Lefleve In hiE wisdom and devetion,
The average trade unlonist Is not & hope-
ful person.  He s narrow, and shallow, and
weltish, and be objects very strongly the
roatile of thinking and to the effert«of un-
@erstunding.  His ldes of polftical activity
B 10 plect spme person or persons to do his
work for him,
. or 8 committee—be 8 very fond of
eomimiiteors- whe  will mahage his unlon,
| pick ont his eandidates, tell him how teo
wote, and slmost carry him to tlgpoll.
Agsin he tukes too Httle interest In his
own welfare, and no Interest at all in the

recognition than be. It Is his part to.
applbud them, not theirs to appland

1t Is true, the unions in England and
in America, fall far short of being what
they migit be and ought to be. But it
is slmply false that the average union-
ist'Is as “narrow, shallow, and selfish™
as the men of the middle class whom
Mr, Blatchford admires. Leaders who
understand the labor movement and
who bave the courage of thelr convie
tions {as Mr. Blatchford evidently has
not, judging from his recent jingolstic
turn of face on the guestion of the
South African warj—such Jeaders have
no cause to complain of the narrow-
ness, shallowness, ll!lﬂl‘hm or slug-
glshness of the working people.

As for “Commonwealth,” it Is aston-
inlnlng that this publication should en-

dorse  Mr. Blatehford’s statements.
Great - are the shortcomings of
Amery oy uionlsm, there 8 not one

well-esteotishied unlon In the land that
has not sone a thousand times more
for the education- and disciplining of
the workers than “Commonwealth”
ever has done or ever will do, while it
adheres to Its present timid, trimming,
incousistent policy. . .

! PIOUS FRAUDS.

The New York “World™ e:ﬁ\uﬂl in
a‘three-column, front-page article, with
cuts and glaring headlines, the misery
of & mother and son in this city, who
have to ¢ke out a living on an average
incoms: of $1.20 & week—and that earn-
ed by hard, long-continued labor, Now
the ease Is not an Isolated one, It Is
typleal of .the misery of thousands In
this one clity. Asx such, it deserves pub-
licity., But what I8 the motivé of the
“World" In making it public? Is it to
expose the infernal system which al-
lows milliopaires to live upon the
wretchedness of such widows and or-
phans? Is it to propose a remedy? No.:
St Is slmply“to advertise the kind nnd
chiaritable “World,” which Is getiing
up a “Christmas Tree Fund” for the
poor, Bhame on such “charity"!
Shame on the dirty commercialism
which turns “nll}he evil that is done
under the sun™ ‘merely into free adver-
tising for yellow journalism! And
shame on the workingmen who, forget-
ting all self-respect and class-fecling,
buy such a paper and so support it In
its vulgar career! The “World's" great
expost Is & most gigantic Indietment of
the system that the “World" supports.
It ought to bring a blush to the cheek
of every workingman who sces it drag
the sufferings of his class Into the light
only to offer them the mockery of a
Clristmas tree, :

The same issue of the paper an-
nounces that “Dr. Felix Adlgr Is to lead
the forces of a mighty crusade against
vice on the East Side,” and devotes two
columns to the explanatiomw of his
plans, The spectacle of a yellow jour-
ndl as a ehamplon of virtue'is enough
to make the 8phinx laugh. But enough
of the “World.! How nbout Dr. Ad-
Jer? Adleris a well-informed man; he
is supposed to be able to think a little;
he is probably a very well-meaning
wan, too. But what a monument of
‘stupldity and actual, if not conscious,
hypocrisy he makes of himself, witl
his crusade ugninst vice. Does he hma-
glne that the degradation of the East
Side has no cause—that by stirring up
the police captains, he can end t?
Does he not know that if he closcs the
dives of the East Side, he will simply
start dives in other places—the cause

=8

fest
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| other reason for existence than to keep

'| few years ago. But it Is worn out

T inlng untouched? Does he not
know that prostitution is one of the
inevitable outgrowths of wretched
poverty, of unearned wealth, of class
rule, of profit-grinding eapitalism? If
he knows these things. he Is a con-
sclous hypocrite. If not, his crusade
Is slmply an example of the ignorance
h which the environment of the “better
class™ produces, even in the intelligent
and sincereé members of that class.

Horace Boles, the Democratic ex-
Governor of lowa and erstwhile pro-
phet nl freeNilver, now announces that
the silver question must be dropped as
& leading sspe in 1000, and that the
campalgn must be ‘fought upon the 1s-
sues of antl-lmperlallsm and opposition

Trusts. -Quite right, Mr. Boles.
Your party bas, for lo, these years,
been a party of fake issues, having no

the working people, disgusted with the
openly capitalist Republican party,
from uniting In any effective move-

served very well us a false issue, a

.the other means of produetion.

that, after all, the Trust brings us one
step nenrer to Boclalisn. Go on,
gentlemen of the Democracy. Play all
the political farces you can. But know
that, whether Democrat or Republican
goes to Washington next year, the hold
of both parties upon the American pro-
leturiat will have been weakened and
Soclalism will have grown.

The New York “Times” like the
“Post” Is supposed to represent the
relatively decent and respectable side
of capltalisin (as the “Sun” represents
s class-conscious brutality, and the
“World"” and “Journal” its cheap and
shoddy vulgarity). As we have sald,
before, In commenting on the “Post,” a
lie in the columns of a décent paper Is
doubly reprehensible. The comment
applies to the following editorial say-
Ing of the “Times’:

“We are awnre that the new Soclal-
Ism holds that wealth 18 culpable be-
cause it promotes business, which is a
erime.” "

The rdllmr of the “Times” knows
very well that what e says is both
false and foolish. It is foolish, because
it is quite meaningless. It s false,
for Boclalists say no -such foolish
things. What Socialists do say Is that
“business™ or capitalism consists in the
legal robbery of the workers by the
holders of capital—the lawful owners
of the land, the mills, the rallroads, and
It Is
not “criminal” only because it Is not
unlawful. We do not, Indeed, blame
the individual capitalist. We know
that the individual caplitalist cannot
abolish the system of exploitation, and
merely ‘takes his part In the Inhuman
game. We may take the Individual
capitalist as an example, showing how

" he Is a non-producer, but a glgantic

consumer, and therefore a social para-
site. We know, too, that the Individual
capltalist, however good n man he may
be, Is to be counted as an enemy, un-
less he openly and unquestionably
proves himself a friend, because he be-
longs to the class which Is the enemy
of our own. Blame and pralse are
quite out of the question. We count
our fellow workers as our friends and
the capitalists as our encmlies, not be-
canse all poor men are virtuous and
all rich men wicked, but because the
Interests of the two classes are op-
posed, because all men are and must
be moved and guided chiefly by thelr
Interests, because the system forées
upon us a class-war which can end
only with the overthrow of the ruling
class.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Randolph Guggenhelmer, Presldent of the
New York Munleipal Councll, dellvercd an
address before the New York State House-
hold Economie Association last week, In
which he sald that a man's well-belng was

focnssed, not In the street, but ln the home;

and, as long as his house was well-ordered,
whether he was a millionalre or an artisan,
be could lnugh at all the blows of clrcum-
stance. He congratulated the association
upan its success In Insteocting the poorer
classes In cooking nutritious foods, and
therefore Improving thelr life; and sald that
the greatest need of the present day In rela-
tion te the lives and pposperities of the
working classes, o this or any other com-
munity, was to learn that well-being can
be secured first, by lviog In & wholesome
and pure atmospbere; secondly, by living
within one’s incdme, however small; and,
thirdly, by eating plalu but nutritious food,
well cooked.

This Guggenhelmer 18 the man who
concelved the brilliant idea of gather-
Ing up the refuse at the back-doors of
hotels, restaurants, and boarding-
houses and converting It Into “plaiu
but nutritious food” for the poor.
Doubtless the ldea was suggested to
Jilm by the too common sight of men
and women picking crusts of bread
or apple-cores out of the ash-barrels to
satisfy the gnawings of hunger. Mr.
Gugzgenhelmer belongs to the same
class of practical philanthropists with
D. 0. Mills, who says:

The most wasteful and extravagant peo-
ple In the world to-day are the poor of our
American cities, As a class they have mot
the slightest idea of the value of saving.
Years of study nod observation have con-
vinced me of that, Economy Is the one
great need of the very poor In the city of
New York to-day.

It was to tesch them the value of eco-
nomy that I bullt the Mills Hotels—to show
them how very little they can live on If
they only make the attempt. When the
poor learn properly the value of econemy,
the necessity of charity will to a great ex-
tent be done awny with. But when I see
the extravagance on every side, the falise
standards of livieg, the pretention, the
FepTRAAR Gl FERE ko

poor; they bave & right o enjoy Juxu-

The capitiilist class would be very
well pleased to have the American
workers adopt the Austrian—or, better
still, the Chinese—standard of ‘liviag.
Wages could then easily be reduced
and profits would be.bigger. Fortun-
ately,ns Mr. Mills so ndlj remarks, the
poor are not likely to “learn the lesson
of strict economy.” They are growing
more. and more Inbued with the ides
that they, who produce the good things
of the world, have a right to enjoy
those good things. . :

Lassalle once sald, in effect: “If there
is one thing above all others that T
wish to lmpress upon the German
workingmen, It Ig .that they must
want better living, So long as they
are satisfied with cheap beer and bad.
sausage, so long they will have noth-
Ing better.” Te also pointed out that
the “right’” to a better life Is of no
value, unless it Is backed by “might™
and the will to wse it. The time is com-
ing  when the MillsGuggenheimers
school will be shocked at the sight of
an Amerlean proletariat rising to. de-
mand and enforce its right to enjoy
the comforts and luxuries that its
labor creates.

Mr. Edward Atkinson, by the way,
I8 another redoubtable, “economist.”
His panacea for all the ills that the
working heir to  Is—good
cooking. Just equip all proletarian
house-wives with the Atkinson cook-
hook and gas stove, and the
labor question will be solwed. Really,
It was very inconslderate of * the
McKinley administration to talk of
prosecuting Mr. Atkinson for treason
on account of his anti-lmperinlist agl-
tation, forgetting the great service he
sought to do the capitalist class: by
teaching the workers to live on. 40
cents a day.

The anti-imperialism of the Atkin.
sons, and, Incidentally, of the whole
“anti” combination, I8 a very harmless
affair from the capltalist stapdpolnt,
and a very shabby affalr from the
standpoint of the workers. Someone
has said: “What a beautiful thing is
brotherly love—at long range.” These
gentlemen who denounce the crhup in
ilie*l'lﬂlippinuu and have nothing to
say of the crimes daily committed
against wage workers In Idaho, in Kan-
sas, In Penusylvania, in this very clty

class is

of New York, are elther vory supesse

ficial or very Insincere.

It Is alarming to hear that over T0 per
cont, of the American people are homeless—
conditions havieg graduoally driven them
away from the land. s It any wonder that
our citisenship too often becomes venal and
purchasable, and thupt corporations and
monopolles drive men to the polls to vote
the will of thelr masters rather than to
exercisg the prerogative of freemen?

~[Southern Mercury.

The “Mercury” has an inkling of the
truth. The old ideals of democracy,
good citizenship, and individoal liberty
were very good for a natlon of eco-
nomically Independent men—farmers
and arfisans who owned thelr own
means of production, who did not have
to ask for permission to work, who had
nelther masters above them nor ser-
vants beneath.  But conditions have
changed. The majority of the people
engaged In agriculture are elther wage
Inborers, tenants, or nominal owners of
mortgaged land, and of the fortnnate
remainder, the majority are heavily
fleeced by transportation companles,
As for the mechanics, thelF plight 1s
still worse. Very few, indeed, are able
to own the materinls and the Jmple-
ments with which they must work; the
rest must ask employment from the
capitalists and pay for the privilege of
working with the major part of thelr
product. To talk of equality and the
blessings of American citizenship, In
the face of such conditions, Is to mouth
cmpty phrases. “New conditions teach
new duties.” The oid ideals of national
independence, political equality, and in-
dividual liberty were good In thelr day,
But the age of capitallst oppression
calls for new ldeals—the ideals of In-
ternational solidarity of labor, eco-
nomi¢ freedom, and collective Industry
—the 1deals of Soelalism. o

.

In a daily paper of December 15, we

find these three bits of news:

Coroner Yates of Paterson, N. 1., lssued

ddy the
affer luxuries of all kinds, I grow hopeless

Although the Coroner's jury did mot. men-
tion Engineer John Rlordan of
d., the engineer of the traln that
mml:c‘ E at Pa
X, ng weven persons, Prosecutor Emley
otl’-lc(&-uy.b«yn-nlm
for his arrest to be lesned. He Is mcensed
i lnugh The Del Lacka-
waoa'asd Western Rallrond Conipany, fn
ﬂdﬂmmw'mmum:
held Riordan responsibie, 2

own that the engineer had beetr kept
‘om duty till he was too tired and sleepy
_to;por(onn his dutles? Maybe there.
haye been stck lodictments, but they
(8%e.Tare as angels’ visits. But in the
Carbonado disaster, the situation Is
quite different. The thirty-one men
killed were merely employees, a part
of the equipment of the mine. Of
‘course, their killing was unfortunate
and Is deeply regrefted. But there Is
ne oceasion to blame the owners of the
m!ne. That would be very unjust. If
these were Isolated cases, exceptions to
thfy rule, we should not take the view
we do. But they are not {solated cases;
they are not exceptions; they llustrate
‘the general rule, which has very few
exceptions, that eapitalists can safely
djgregard the safety of thelr working-
x-h. and that, where any attempt is
tiiide to fix the responsibility for such
catastrophes, the blame is shifted upon,
employees. :

e

The Massachusetts cities which have betn
holdiog munlelpal elections this month ap-
plisd the principle of the referendum to an
Important mstter of administration. The
question has been submltted whether the
elght-hour system should' be adopted as re-
gards all employees of the city government.
It Is not surprisiug to Bnd that the propo-
sltion has been carried In evely city, susnally
by am - overwhelming majority, In many
cndes about three to one In the afirmative,
Of conrse, *torganized labor™ has been be-
Lind this movement. Its théory is that the
application of the elght-hour system by the
munkeipality will hissten its adoption by pri.
vate empioyers, and the fact that the Satur.
day haif-holiday made slow headwny untll
It was taken up by ditles Is clted In support
of this claim, The ounly curious feature of
the luecldent ls that “organized labar® did
not act upon this principle sooner. Un-
doubtedly It could have carried the eight.
hour proposition In Its present form years
#go in any city.—[Evenlug Fost,

The “Post” forgets to say that organ-
fzed labor had the stimulus of Social-
fsm and the active support of Saclalists
in“this-agitation.  But It is quite right
in gaying that what has just been done
In'the Massachusetts cities might have
been done In any clty years ago. When
the workingmen make up their minds
to use the ballot for the :idmntnge of
their.class, they can do what they wilk
Let the workinginen of Magsachusetts,
however, not rest content with this vie
tory. If they do, they will find the
victory worse than a defeat. To have
shortened the labor-day for city-ém-
ployees Is a very small thing in itself.
I1¢ Is Important only as “the application
kaluhz—huur system by the muni
cipality will hasten its adeption by pri-
vate employers” But this result will
not follow automaticaily. It 1s fhe
duty of the workingmen to follow up
their victory in this skirmish and to
force the private employers to submit.
And when that is accomplished, still
only a partial victory will have.been
gained, It will be only a'step in the
work of cowplete emancipation of la-
bor, which must end in the elimifgation’
of private t-mpluyvr»;nml of the wage
system and the establishment of the
Soclalist Commonwealth,

————

The London School Board, by a declsive
majority, twenty-seven votes to five, haw
refused to entertaln the proposition to pro-
vide dinners for hungry school-éhlidren, on
the ground that the acheme s far too So-
clalistle In Its character, and wounld only be
a prelude to feeding ull ellidren In the pub-
He schools as well as educating them, The
original proposition enme from m special
commlttee which reported that many of the
poorer children came to school too hungry
to learn, and that sithouglh some ‘of them
were fed by voluntary charlty, this was but
an uncertaln resource, and that the matter
wag one that called for oficial supervision,
On the othir hand, the opponents of the
weagure contended that the Board had no
authority to spend school money for any
such purpose, that, If they bad, such a prac-
tice would only tend to pauperization, as
- many drunken parents would be only too
giad to be rid of the responsibllity of feed-
ing their children; that It would be lmipos-
sible to discriminate between the deserving
und undeserving poor, and that no decent
nrtisan would be willlng to have lls chil-
dren regarded as objects of charity. The
whole subject was referred back to the spe-
cigl commitiee, with Instructions to seek
some plan which would not involve the ex-
wlgdllun of public fundse, .

The writer of that paragraph {s mis-
taken in speaking of a “decisive ma-
Jority." The majority, though large,
was anything but decisive. Those five
votes were on the right side and were
not lost. The question Is not settied.
It will sppear again and with more
than five votes. And in the end the
majority will be reversed. Our So-
clalist comrades In London are not dls-
couraged at an expected defeat. The
demand far nce to the
children of the working class “will not

ool
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-tunity? Will you, in these closing years

° A T. Maycumber, 208 Catherine street.

profits). “Perhaps, later oa, it will be
realized” by the working elges of
Apstria {and America). that employ- |
ment for all cansbe secured at home by
slmply cutting off the profits—and that
this will be vastly better than employ-
ment under capitalism, beécause the
whole product of labor will go to the
worker, ]

Let the 'ullu'-n get together and
unite In sction that is louder than protest
In words, and thereby secure, by emact-
ments through sech legislath
such conditions as will bring prosperity to
the workingman as well as the capitalist
and politician, In order that happlness may
be enjoyed by the greatest number possible,
—[Rallway Carmen's Journal.

Let the carmen and other wage work-
ers learn that “prosperity for the work-
ingman™-is inconsistent with “prosper-
ity for the capitalist™; that.the work-
ingman ean secure pruugrrl(y only by
such “legislative enactments” as will
strike st the very root of capitalism,

To the Wage Workers.

You have long been tied, a helpless
slave, to the machine at which you
tolled. It has crushed your childreéh,
your family, your life beneath its
ceaseless ad¥ance. It has been the
means of your enslavement. It should
be the meahs of your liberatipn. Are
You men enough to selze your oppor-

of this most wonderful of centuries,

when the long battle of man with Na-

ture Is-at last over, and man, through

the machine, has conquered at every

point—will you now permit that the

wvery instrument of conguest shall be

held by another class and used to crush

its creators? Or will you gather with

your fellows at the polls and’ declare

that you will no longer be misled by

the idle tales of your-oppressors who

bid you meekly follow false leaders to

the shawmbles, while you vote yourself
into ever-recurring slavery, by voting

for the puppet parties of your masters,

but that you propose to unite with

your fellow workers of the world on

the platform of Soclalism. It is for

you to choose. Which will you™do?
Will the marvelous powers of produc-

tion which "haye conguered nature-
and are incarnate i the almost living,

thinking .machine of to-day, prove to

be thie triumphal charfot upon “which

you will adyance Into the new cen-

tury, or will it be, as In the past, the
Car of Juggernaut that you painfully
tug onward over the bodies, minds and
sonls of the helpless members of your
class? Will the laborer of the future
be upon or beneath the machine? You,
the workers of America and of thes
world, can alone decide, and because I
have Infinite faith In you and your
class L KUow tiut the red glow thut Ix
seen around the coming days is not
that of a social conflagration nor yet
the reflection from the blood-stnined

soglety of to-day, but is the firkt glim-

mering of the dawn of the better e
that is to be.—~[ From “The Man Under

the Machive,” by A. M. Simons.

—-Wages! what are they? Wages
are but the latter-day equlvalent for
the rations of the slave, the fodder for
the human beast of burden.—[ Work-
ers” Republle, Dublin,

—There |8 going to be a nilghty
howl In the State of Illinols very soon,
Trusts with a combined capital of
£500,000,000 threaten to move out of
the State, declaring that legislation is
too hestiie. Of course,, the bluff will
work to perfection. The newspapers,
capitalists and politiclans will unite in
one grand howl of condemnation about
“driving capital from the State and
throwing labor out of employment."
Theh the Leglslature will back water,
—[‘Fhe Cleveland Citizen. :

~—1t Is pitiful to contemplate the
distress which would be brought vpon
the country if the war in S8outh Africa
should bring on a diamond famine just
at the beginning of winter.—[Kansas
City Star. :

Authorized Agents for THE PEOPLE.

DALTIMORE, MD.:

BRIDGEPORT, CONN.:
Friedrich Kiatt, Nat. Electric Manut. Co.,
Milford, Cenn.
BOSTON MASE.: L
Louis J. Corh, 22 Westminster street,
Roxbury, 1 >
BUFFALO, N. Y.: .’
Aug. Lofke, 122 Guillford street,
CHICAGOD ILL.:
John Holland, 508 West 14th place, .
CLEVELAND, O.+
C. F. Bebmidt, 61 Public square,
Hadtke, 66 Burton street.
¥ DETROIT, MICH.:
Emll Steyer, 650 Elmwood street.

HARTFORD, CONN.:
John Schall, 108 Ward street

JOENSTOWN, N. Y.:

105 Mason street.
LOWELL, MASS.’

Robert Owen, 244 West Manchester street,
MASS.;

C. Claus, 1 court,
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.:
Geo. B. Leonard, 412 Giobe Bull

_virtwons,

“1 think I have shown in the last three
communications under: this heading.
what s headiéss, tailless, bodyless
Jumble and confusion our ethical “sys- |
tem” Is, which 8 cohsistent with noth-

ing but inconsistency. It Is the !

of the Chaos in which we Hve: where
the Industrial “system” Is altogether
systemless, where all law is utterly
lawless and coasists entively of the
momentary whims of the transient
bosses of the hours; where all “order™
is disorder, and where every part of
the structure of society Tests. in the
last analysis, on the physical force of
blind, stupid, obstinate brutes. Herein
is the explanation of our blethical, or,
rather; hodge-podge-ethieal, system of
conduct. Oanr soclal “system™ lacks
the one fundamental thing that Is nec-
essary to give it rability, cehesion and
symmetry —justice, therefore, lacking

[ that, it lacks everything, and therefore,

for the attainment of that for -which
alone soclety should exist—happi
we might as well be an aggregation and
mere juxtaposition of bheterogeneous,
primitive savage elements. 1 think we
are jn fact that, for, the world over, dis-
trust, suspicion, hatred, énmity, Is the
aniversal law and practice of peoples
and individuals; the state of all na-
tlons and communpities is the state of
slege, thelr pormal attitude hand on
sword-hilt or trigger, all countenances
expressive of a compound of furtive
ness, fear. and defiance. Out of such
mighty  aggregations of mutually rés
pellent elements, therefore, no con-
gistent BYSTEM of ethics can ever
come, Canons of morality must ever
depend in such ease on, the effectiye-
ness of cannon, and righteousness of
conduet on the power to have one's
own 'way. Laws will ever he made to
bless the sius power is Inclined to, and
to damn ‘the sins it has no mind to
Constitutions  will ~always be inter-
preted In the interest of those who can
pay the juterpreter the highest and ip-
timidate him . the most; and every
statnte will be discovered ‘to be a
cryptogram, reading most lucidly In
favor of the most fully armél and
sthreatening seekers after its’ meaniug.
In short, the transient whims of the
mighty will be the only rule of right,
and wrong merely what inppens not to
be the mood of the fashion of the day.
Thus comes it that stealihg s not
stealing when power wants to steal,
but is especially damnahble when
weakness does it: that a line Is arbl-
trarily drawn between the things that
‘I want and the things YOU want, and
all the laws are made to declare that
all the things on my side the line are
mine by divine right, and all the things
on your slde ought to be mine; that-all
taking that is done by law Is right If it
is to Inerease the stock of. those that
have, but au taking without “law Is
wrong, Thus also it ¢omes that all

- klilings of men are so arbitrarily classl-

fied that all private kllling for revenge,
profit, and extension of doméin s
ealled murder, but all killings done
from the same motives by “nations”
so-called, are glorfous.

This mixed blessing and cursing of
the same acts, of the same quality,
runs all through the jumble of human-
ity we eall “soclety.” With the same
breath wherewith we curse stealing re-
tall, we bless theft wholesale; we enrse
murder and bléss war; we ‘curse debt
and bless bonds and mortgages; we
‘curse adulfery and bless all marriage,
which Is two-thirds, at least, adultery;
we curse the prostitution of women,
and yét bless and cowpel the prostitu-
tion by men and women and children
of eévery noble gift of body and mind
for bread, In every walk of life; we
curse cowardicé In Individuals and
then by our Infumous industrial sys-
tem turn nearly all classes of men and
women Into sneaks and reptiles that
dare not say their souls are their own
lest they forfelt position or living or a
penny’s profit; we pralse, bless and
preach truth telling everywhere, yet
are a nation of liars and by ~oerites and
cheats, in a whole world of Hars and
hypoerites’ and frands and swindlers
anl cheats. Everywhere it is high pri-
vate |deals and low,” devilish public
practices. :

How is it that good, plons, loving,
charitable, tender-hearted
gentlemen, each one, sinely and alone,
possessing a decent soul, ean unitedly
become a corporation having ne soul
at all, no consclence, no pity, no heart,
no howels? How is It that such very
godly and, privately, altogether lovely
gentleinen as Depew, the Vanderhilts,
Jobn I Blair (now n heaven), Mills,
and a number of others whose names
are famillar in the temple of financial
fame, who would shrink, as indivi-
duals, from picking pockets, or murder-
ing anybody. did not see anything tm-

tivitles, by thelr “agents” lying to,
bamboozling, seducing, deceiving, plot-
ting against, robbing, and plundering
#everal hundred coal-miners, thelr
wives and children —even untodeath by
starvation of bables on thelr hungry
mothers' breasts, and the fiendish re-
fusal to let Governor Altgeld's food of
charity be distributed amongst them
—Iin Spring Valley, Illinots, as detailed

‘In H. D. Lioyd's book, .entitled “A

Etrike of Mlllionaires against Miners™1

T

T

The Vorwirts

or patriotism or.

from and we proupiy
bow down and sy amen. Lot the pmay
do ANYTHING, elther howl fur a wae,
yell for & “hero, bave an eropigy of

| bunting, m after 8 blown 1o,
Pet or & beaten dram, get (Tenmse g

vaccinated, or do any one of a .

sand moreasoning, Imbecile, or (e

things, and be that prefers (o ufjoy
his own individual consclonce nnd .
ception of what Js right, I8 prompely
howled dowm, spat wpon. and rorrey.
egged as a “tralior” amd a “louany ™
Firstly, they howl “Thou hast a eyl

and art mad”; secopdly, ther take ypy

clothes, bo onlsieg

ktones to stone bhim; thirdly- aud goy. 8

erally—, the “traltor™ and the “lgnys

bows down . to the mob's pods yng
howls and stampedeés with the oriwidl:
that'ls, merges his individual and i

vate consclence and eonvictlons jyig" |

the communal one and
cowand,

And this Is not altogether wiihom
excuse.  Communal sentiment, w et her
right or wrong--and It s a¥most ulwses
wrong—is to most Individuals over

becomes g

whelming. To be out of fastiion is sl |

most always equivalent to belng ont
of the world: the oue ¢rying slone 1y
the wilderness nearly always loses his
head--alway= his standing: the Christs
are always erucified: the mob hue'al
wars arrogated to Hself the right 1y
suffocnte  the would-be  free thigker
elther In the smoke of the stk in
the boyeott of his business. or by bine
laws and vilifieation from newspuper,
Matform, and polpit,

Pigs keep very mmeh warmer and
comfortalble when they huddle
gether: 'ts thelr nature to.  Even s,
all peopiee—not exerpting this people.
being not wmuch more advanced iy
moral development than ples, still con
munkstically hoddle, marally and s
ritually and Intellectually, for warmth
and corange and convictions and e
tives for action.

move and think and feel and worsiip,

and grovel—even thelr very hoasts and |

shonts of freedom wre all (o order and

- at the behest of the'Lwpalpable, and jn

vidible thing they bow down to-
authority. 2 e s

In this great glRting fact liex the ox.
planation of the phénomenon thit our
mattonal, state, ‘¢lty, nnd community

morals are all bad, vile, savage, Leasts

1y, while our private code Is professed.
Iy ®0 high. The brute teudency in us
s still THE tendeney; not having yet
attained, In any large degree, to trne
manhood, the world's manhood belng
ouly exemplified tn sporadic jnstances,
the hopeful promise of what humanity

I8 to be. Our briute life, with Its cow- |

ardly, shivering, “eommunistic hud-
dling, being yet our REAL one, ITS
moving one; knd therefore onr parde
morality of high-sounding quality and
porgeous aspect Is THE SHAM, the
REAL sham, > :
But it will not be pver thus. Already

“In the world there 18 & growing recog.

nition that the ¢ of our collective
life Is base and wtterty at rariance with
our high'standard of mornls;

that already g has the com-
munal permission to I and chiat and
plunder nnd marder and massacre and
destroy and devasthte, In compunies
and corporations and gangs nnd mobs
and armies, violated our conseicnes of
right and wrong and decency. and
miist conne; that the time v cotne when
the THOU of the commandments; mist
be emphasined agaln and again, with-
out cessation, wntil It Is recogniued that
every one who I8 & part of any come
pany or gang or mob or army that lies
and steals and murders and Jestrovs e
& liar, a cheat, & thief, a muorderer, and
A destpyer; when no one shall «hield
hiuiself bebind his nelghbor nud excose
himself by pleading that he was ouly
ONE and could not be counted guilty.
In that day there shall be but coe
single standard of right and wrong,
and communitios shall be judged as in-
dlvidunis, nad Individuals as communk
ties, and THOU shalt not steal, pore
der, le or cheat shall mean Y§ shall
not steal, murder, Lie or cheat. This s
Bocialist teaching. Is it not good? Is
there any better?
F. SCRIMEHAW

Socialist Publications.
- EXGLISIL

The People. . Weekly, Offielal organ o
Soclalist Labor Party. 184 Wikiam
street, New York.

The Class Struggle. Weekly. 117 Turk

street, ‘SBan Franclsco, Cal

The Warkers' Call. Weekly.
Clark street, Chleago, 11

The Proletarian. Weekly. Labor Lyceysh
Foot's Block, Bpringfieid, Mo

The Cltisen. . Werkly. 163 hamplale
street, Cloveland, Ollo,

y ‘GERMAN.

Weekly. Ofcisl orpon of
the Socislist Labor Party. 151 Wiliam

_ wtreet, New York. . -

The Veolkmseitung. Dally,

street, New York

The Tageblatt. Dally:
Ban Franeisco, Cal, -

The Tageblatt. 813 Catlowhill
JEWISIL

56 North

186 Whtias

to. -

107 Turk strest

In gangs, swarms, 8
flocks, mobs, and troops, they iive and

s i




~ goason In This Capltalistio Age-
“‘:"1[ is red, all lndies falr (and
pyriwous:, and Christmases all happy;
e plee @ 1t 1% the use of adjectives?
d ‘pe have been full of

1 he'

-- ‘(,:r::_“',::.. presents; all the bills coming
kL qpd all, the children in the East
soud of 1 pdon (and o th d other

; stte of pinched misery,
have added greatly to the
the true Christian—gen-
¢ way, u large eater—when

1t of their condition before

swn 1o distend his righteous
ithy ns mueh turkey and
aull even more plum-pud-
v vould hold. 'Why over-

il be held as a sign of re
+ wearly nineteen hundred
the fonnder’ of their falth

wuown only to the devout.
=h, they refuse to trans-
rreation to the profane,
el category 1 almost fear

Jass myself, B

fwen a Joyful soason this

(o The piee warm snow look:
sl cheerful in the Bast End.

d to look out (as

ceslans did) from

L Christian den,

. wife ragged and

solf ragged, hungry., aod
aud see the snow lying in

pestilential heaps, with

winiy, 1)
:-... s pead tor nt Jenst ax moch orange
ol 0 o happy Christian chilidren

Jad st devoured for their Christian
i and dead cats embedded o it
(i st of sizht to make a man
of Claistinas annuals, brotherly
feutity of Interests "twixt em-
atd employed, stage’ coaches
o snow, holly berrles and all
vlie marks which votorl-
ereate the proper frame of
should all indulge
M.

o glorions season: from ev-

t thes will tell you so.
s helef period-the never-dying
wn o the Christinn “sects 18
1 nod sl agreefor one brief week
vl tireir religion—of course, thelr
i sect of it 1% the one that
Dot w5104 = the founder's teachings.
p the . pace the well-fed congre-
gathg. Lo the front sents the chiefest
?- vaters take the best places.
Laven, hats wveatly broshed,
oy blancked, all the yeas's ac-
Balaneed o the  nttermost
fariting: thele wives armyed English-
wise i the Parls fashlons of nine
wonths neo, rustling with starch and
w in rar. Each man, atter having
spont 1he week In cheating man, de-
term e to put the coplng stone to his
wor v teving to deceive his God, at
i« lofig o8 the service lasts. In
wh seats the pegr: or, If It is a
or highi-fiying nonconform-

oW |

Tloen

riteal

fst ¢ril, 1l pogr in the fropt “en evl-

- Benee” 10 show mankind that In God's
Bonso all wen are equal. 3

Yos, Christinas Is a glorious season!

Tantoninde, even, rightly apprehended

In oll i1~ axpects, feasting, starvation,
dyopepein, misery, preaching, praying,
aud funaticism, all enoygh to make a
wan, looking from the broken window
of the Kast End garret, mumble &
pearer, If only that for the High Court
_of Parliament, at this present time
werelfully not assembled, ¢
Seuated at home before the fire, lald
wp with o teifing touch of rhenmatism,
I tell athinking what Christmas (in
the «nowy and  rhenmatism  really
wennt to the poor, und whether It was
mot possible for the High Court of, Par-
Banicur 1o deal (not with the snow or
thevusisu, bat) wigh the ordibary
miisetics the poor emdure at this most
ghirions good old graclous Christmas
Tinde
Firstly, what did Christmas mean,
a0d Low (did it present itself to the or-
dinary workingman In the eity?

A e of dire and dismal cold and
sy Ten to one a thme of lack of
wark Hills to be pald and children to
be ot snd ten to one some of the

sWlllen Wi consequence of the fall
el ot whilte. and seamonable snow.
ol andignation probably—except
piures of béer and bible -and
tliliny and Liberal reform seem
« wrusliedl out even the faculty
tion I the hearts of the
Indignation at the waste
vl woneyand at the flow of
e,
A e b teamp the streets trying to
ndvivoring to I“'k at
trade or occupation,
i wnhmed or hurt by hand-
far tools. A time for

Terence. too, between your
wmatism to ‘the rieh man
In the one case, with
st rely swathed in flannel,
fore the fire and curse the
L ix ten minntes late, then

Wit the dining-room, de-
ithis like Simon Peter) that
tihluk to what pass servants
w. and that it is surely
1 daunot get a potato de-
“hed even in your own house,
#d we kuow, at least 'we should, our
bimses a1 our castles,
o an feels the wrist or konee-
1L and how s, bhe affected?
i Lie who ocenples the
¥ ‘i dant dizulied position of Miving
] i 1 inlyr - for have not rival
{: sectious told us that
i * cortain inherent dignity in
1 fEl lort  Porhaps that Is the
i ¢ty never practlee it
o an gets his rheumatism
* rich man, for his tissues,
fones, are just as subject to
I hwe were a stock-broker.

r eities hard. at last impos-
":'“ e Joint swells, turns stiff, he

or use his arm. What
to his two-roomed cot-
ix it, Jack; you are early

+aikl stogm, or, hobbling |

$7 his wife says. "!“nl i

worse then to the hospital, the cheer-
ful place where the poor serve us a
sort of cheaper gulnea-pig for the
youthful sawbones to flesh his bistoury
on, and from whose allments (all men
are brothers, even the rich and poor,
especially in Christmas week) be may
learn to cure the dyspepsia‘'of the
righteous rich. The hospital, with
wife and children starving nt home,
tramping through the lightsome snow
to see him once & week, whilst his only
relaxation is to listen to the complaints
of other sick folk, and to reassure him-
self ns to his fiiture state of almost
sure perdition’ by ‘the perusal of a
penny hellfire tract, dropped after
prayer at Lis bedside by thé plous lady
visitor, who, If she had known that
which she wished to know to soothe
the misernble, would have brought to-
baeco. To feel yourself get well, then
worke again, and know that if instead
of all your life having ®een a steady
mau, no drinker, thrifty, working hard,
and abstinent (abstinent Is good), that
you had been a loafer passing your
time outside the Horns or Checquers
looking for work, yolir case had been
no better nor no worse,

It 1s good to think upon these things:
to think right down to the bed-rock on
them in Christmas week, or the weeks
in which In the country districts under
the mistletoe, the lads and lasses play,
and are happy, never dreaming there
& a world In which plum-pudding is un-
known. It is good to réflect that a
slight accldent, a fit of ghenmatism, or
a cold on the lungs, may plinge the
honest, abstinent, hard-working, self-
rellant worklngman in diffictlties from
which all his life long, howe'er he
work, le never may emerge, even
though he mever ®moke or drink, or is
a  practical Malthuswn, The place
filled up, no work, the bills to pay, the
acconnts at the grocer's and baker's,
which the family have Inereazed in
order to live at all, often prove a bur-
den_which may never be Iaid down
again. Think what it is to pay a debt
of £30 (with wife and chiliren) on a
wage of thirty bob & week.

Now comes the duty of this self-same
High Court of Parllameént. Parlia-
ment, that ‘assemblage of “fantocchi-
nl,"” In which the puppets are so little
authropomorphous that often, sitting
there, 1 have wondered what on earth
they have dove, or ever are like to do
to entitle them to be prayed for, save,
perhaps, that prayer might be made on
their behalf to save them from the ut-
termost damnation, as their sins of-
tener proceed from folly that from in-
tent, -

Curlouns old prayer it is, that for the
High Court of Parlinment.

Once In Pentonville, In the gladsome
prison chapel, it fell upon my startied
enrs, and looking up I saw the eyes of
the whole congtegation of brother
Christian felons looking at me, renliz-
.ng in a sort of way that some [nfinite-
simal feaction of that prayer was my
share. * The burglar next to me, a sort
of man searce huoman: such a sort of
knave as vice has used as a palette to
try all colors; as yet, perbaps, from
lack of opportunity, more sinned
agninst than sinnlng, In o hoarse whis-

: per, saylug, “That’s for you, I reckon,

No. &

Yes, Parlinment can hélp the work-
man In a case like that I have alluded
to. Not a cheating tradesman, not n
plous, swindling banker, not a mer-
‘chant but can shift off the buklen of
hig debt “honestly,” compound (“con-
vey,” the wise call it) for 414d. In the
£ with his crfeditors, and after bhank-
ruptey start falr again to run his conrse
of cheating. Could we not pass a law
(when we are prayed for even in Pen-
tonville) to allow a workman after, say,
three months' sickness in a hospltal
to have the benefit of some bankruptey
law, #nd start afresh, like the merchant

-and tradesman do? What difference Is

there in thelr cases except that one has
wrought hard all his life, and by an
{liness finds himself by no fanit of his
own_ crippled by debt, and that the
other never having done n
bhand's turn in all his days, suddenly
falls for thousands, and brings ruin
and despair by his fallure into count-
Jess homes?, The only difference Is
that betwixt theft and embeazlement.
Theft {8 a small affair of pence or
pounds, and merits prison accordingly.
Embezzlement of milllons is almost a
virtue, for it argues a greatness of
character which had it been well di-
rected might have served to build a
glant business up and let the originator
die a plous baronet, after having taken
the money from the public’s pockets by
means of a bmne::h::t :lx;’d r‘::“
prospectus, instead um m
the till or strofly room of his employer.

8till, Christwil s & glorious searon—
for the rich, to those who are rather
amused by feeling cold, for those who
walk and skate, atbend church, and eat
the Christmas dinner,  *

gl R RSl i
the glorious season!
—[R. B. Cunnloghame Grabam, M. P.

——1If we all practice thrift, and be-_

me capitallsts, who would do the
;::ru—rﬁhv ‘Worker. ’
Ohlo, the Street

swathed In 5
| S 200 0 yard), for the d
- Fronm the moinent he:
A of pouring g
b LT instead
S plensany d

ied o drop it; e, 1 can hardly
> e They look st ome amother,
';l nstinetively lhm.mmkﬂu‘
" th“l:h»-v_ for. they know Mﬁ“
,Iy No warm fireside, no le 80

Two Soclalists have been elected
members of the Municipal Council at
Gratz.

A Bocialist, Titus Draginda of Ra-
dautz, in Austria, has been sent to pri-
son for four montbhs for blasphemy!
The case was tried behind closed doors.
The complaint rested on the denuncia-
tion of a’ Roman Catholic priest, who
churged that Draginda, in an agitation
speech, had used expressions that were
hlasphemors and brought the Christian
church intoscontempt.

BELGIUM,

The Belgian miners have been hold-
Ing a congress at La Louvlére which
was presided over by A. Defuisseanx.
It appears from the report of the dis-
cussions that on the woole the organi-
zation is defective, and that strikes
hiad taken place which had no reason-
able chance of success. It was re-
solved"to Immprove the organization, tor
Inerease the supscriptions, and to carry
on a vigorous agitation in favor of old-
age pensjons,

The Brussels Municipal Council have
voted the sum of $3,000 francs (§1,000)
to-defray the expenses of workinen
delegates to the Pavis Exhibition, The
Soclalists tried, but unsnccessfully. to
get this subsidy increased to 10,000
francs,

L. Fagnart, the Socialist Deputy for
Charlerol, has just died. He was a
good fighter and scrved the people
well

- ]

Agmeeting of Soclalist doctors was
reeently held at the Malson du Petmple,
Brussels. They declded to form a so-
clety for the propagation of Soecinlism
among medical men, and also, among
dther things, to study questions relat-
lng to school hygiene, ®

ENGLAND.

Our English comrades have won an-
other local victory. London “Justice”
BAys:

. After years of seemingly useless propa-
ganda, sleepy, God-forsaken, and apparent.
1y hopeless, Norwich has at last awakensd
from Its lethargy, sud hes returned a def-
Infrely-avowed Soclalist to the School Board,
Not merely has it returoed him, but It has
placed him In the sixth position from the
top on a board of fifteen members—and the
eapitalists are surprised! Comrade G, H.
Roberts, the suceessful canflidate, Is a4 mem-
ber of the I. L. P., but the election fight
was carried on by a Jolnt committiee of 8.
D. F. and L L. P.. nnd was fought out on a
stralght Soclal-NDemocratic program o wh'eh
nething was hidden. 1t 1s therefore a ¢lear
Bocinlist vietory, and Norwlch Boclal'sts
are both prond and pleased at the result.
Of course the Liberal-Labor men and the lo
enl Liberal “Dally Iress''—which not so
very long ago published & leader on the
“Need of Labor Representation”—worked
against us, and not by the most stralghtfor-
ward methods elther. It was all dn vain.
however. And to-day Mr. George White,
one of the lending spirits In the Masters’
Assoclation of the Bopt and Shoe Trade,
leader of the loeal Liberal Party and eandi.
date for Northwest Norfolk, and who pre-
vionsly occupled the proud position of head-
ing the list, has been relogated to a posl-
tion very near the bottom, SEVENTH BE-
LOW OUR COMRADE, The election Is
unigne In more respects than one. It is the
\first that has proved successful. It s the
rst which has been run by n joint commit-
teeof 8. D. F. and L. L. P. 1t Is the first
in which the Radicals of the “Jeft wing.'
ns our succesaful comrade euphemistically
terms them, openly and sctively supporied
Boclalists, The result i not to be regret-
ted. Try some more, A word to the Radi-
cals *These should now seriously consider
the advisability of joluing hands with one
or other Boclalist bodles (o the city and
thereby give full expression to the princi-
ples of Soclalism they clalm to believe in,

GERMANY. :

At the supplementary election’in Ric-
men the Soclalists were victoriovs In
both districts, The vote has increased
considerably. :

J. B. Askew writes a Berlin letter to
“Justice”:

The week here has been most lnstructive,
as showing how ilttle rellance Is to be
placed on our friends of the bourgeotale.
Since votlng against the Pemal Bervitude
bill, the German Liberals, Radicals and
Clericals have lost mo time in the attempt
to prove to the government that they are
“good dogs” all the mame, and that they
have nothing In common with the Social
Democtats.  Evety proposal which eur com-
rades brought forward to ameliorate In any
way the condition of the workers has been
treated With the same contempt. Most In-
structive of all, bowever, was the attitude
of the ¥ ige ¥V 1, the 3
Radical Left, towards the proposals which

‘were d by our des to abal-
sk all restrictions ou the right of combina.
tion. They voted against the propossls om
mmmuw‘hnnenhm
of belag pted by the in
other words, the German House of
The Agrarian Party,
Ivrn-lllum

the extension of the right of

to agricaltural
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which they iuvolve, and the best explana-
tion of them is what 1 have seen from the
pen of Mr. Frans Mehring, in the “Neoe
Zelt” of November 11. 1t Iy in brief this:
1t may ‘be, remembered by Eoglish readers

that this summer the Emperor came to 108

gerheatls with the Gonservative Party, wbo,
it may be sald, are the Governmeut Party,
and who practically monopolize all the ad-
miulstrative positions In Prissis If not in
the empire, over a canal dcheme, which bhe
had then taken up very warmly and whick
he, In & speech which he delivered, practh
cally commangded them to vote I the Pris.
slan Diet—but which command these worthy
people, considering their own Interests as
landowners . wonkl be endapzered by the
fuct that thin eanal would facilitate the
Importation of foreign wheat, promptly de-
fied lu the most eategorie fashlon. This ca-
nal scheme was warmly desired by the big
capitnlists. notably by Mr. Krupp, whose
organ, the Berlln “Neueste Nachrichten"
threatencd the Conservatives with dire pen-
alties should they persist ln obsiructing the
royal will,” and  this Innguzge was also
shared , by the whole Hadicul press, who
showed themsslves prepared to go to any
lengths In order to take the place of the
Junkers in favor of the court,

ut to leave this side of the question, the
consequence of the procecdings over the Ca
nal Bill was nelther very pleasant to the
Ewfperor nor the Comservatlyes, whose dis
like to belng opposed to the monsreh was
ouly overcome by their grester dislike of
paying dut of their gwn pocket Tor the mon
arehy: morcover, it brought juto relief the
antagonistie luterests of the capitalists and
the landowners. Hence' here was the ocons
sion for the statesmpn
the present Finance Miokster and at one
time a Communist and gu ally of Marx—was
the man for the job, A new fevt.  This
would afford a chance for appeasing the Con
servatives, by giving an excuse for hupm
fng stil Neavier dutles on wheat to pay for
ghe ships, 1t would nlso pleage the big cap
ftalists. especlally Dig Ironmasters such as
Baron Stumwm and Mr. Krupp, the ship and
gun maker, who would make enormous sams
out of It. These people, It may be re
warked, esnecinlly Mr. Krupp and other
shipbuilders, enjoy an enormous inflnesce
in the press, and practieally run the Ger-
man Navy League. It also afforded a chaney
of diverting the Emperor’s attentlon from
the snnb which his faithful supporters had
inflicted on him. Thus it comes that after
declaring themselves bonnd, only iast year,
to ask the Relchstug for Do more money
seven years for the navy, and after
Ing this promise through their official rep-
resettative this year. the Governmment now
are golug to come And axk the Reichstag 13
bind themselves for seventeen years for a
scheme which would glve them a fleet twice
2% big as the one which they declared only
this yerr to be all that would be required.
And In view of the anxiety of the Clerical
Party to regaln Court favor, It seems not
Impossible they may get it. Of course, ethi
cal motives, as Bernstein says, are more
and more tending to take the place of the
struggle of lnterests.  No class warl

ITALY.

The congress of the Social-Democrats
of Lombardy, which was opened on
Sunday, December 10, at Milan, was
attended by 151 delegates, representing
186 groups. In brief, the proceedings
were as follows:

As no congress of the whole country
1% taking place, the Executlve Commit-
tée, consisting of five Deputies, was
cleeted here, 'With respect to the trade
union movement, the Party comrades
were pledged to support It actively and
to join the nnlons and labor exchnnges.
A notable debate took place over the
question of the tactics to be followed
at the next elections; but all were
agreed that reaction must be fought
under all circumstances. But while,
on the ope hand, it was urged that the
Social-Democrats should voie at the
first election for the Liberal candidates,
whenever the victory of the ‘Gon-rn-‘
ment candidates ¢an be nullified there-
by, on the other, it was urged that
these tactics should only be followed
at the secondary or supplementary
elections. The latter view, which, be-
sides, permits of the support of the
Radicals, and not the Liberals, finally
prevalled by 66 to 54. i

At the elections to the administrative
bodies the democrats should be sup-
ported, since the Soclalists, so long as
they have not the majority, have to de-
cline responsibility. Concerning the
press, It was decided to consider
whether there was a possibility of Is-
suing a Milan edition of the “Avantl”
the central organ of the Itallan Social-
Democracy.

The proceedings were conducted In
a business-like manner, and showed &
good spicit, #o that the comrades look
hopefully to future struggles.

The Miners' Battle,

Notices have been sent to different
States from the miners’ beadquarters
in Indianapolis notifying the workmen
that agents representing the coal com-

Dr. Vou l]'-i]l;('l—w

THE BASIS OF REPRESENTATION.

“A Section shall be eutitied to one dele-
gate for every one thousand 8. L. . votes
cast In the Congresslonal District or Dis
tricts mnder its jurisdiction, apd to one ad-
ditlonal delegate for evely major fraction

SRections whose Congressional District or
Districts poll a smaller vote than one thou-
sand shall be entitled to cue délegate.

“IWhere several Sections have jJurisdiction
of one or more Congressional Districts, they
sl jointly’ elect the delegates to which
they are entitied,

“Delegates must be members of the Sec-
tion or of cune Pf the Sectlons electing
them.”

1. If & Congressional District contalns
only ohe Sectlon that had no tieket or po'led
less than 1,000 8. L. P. vetes, the Bection
is entitied te one delegate.

2 If a Congresslonal Distriet contains
mere' than one Sectlon, npoe of which bad
a ticket, or which hall polled a total of less
than 1,000 8. L. P. votes, such Sectlpus are
entitled to one delegate, whom they shall
elect Jolntly.

3. If a Septlon, or Sectfons, contained In
a Congressional District, have polled more
tham 1,900 votes, they are entitled to one
delegate for epeh 1,000 8, L. P. votes east
and one additfonal delegute for a major
fraction of A thousand.

4. A Bection that containg more than one
Congressional District s entitled to ane del.
e 1te Tor each 1.000 8. L. P. votes cast and
one additional delegate for & major fraction
of a thotisand,

No proxy delegates are allowed.

SOCIALIST UNITY. !
I

' Por the past few woeks guite a number of
commuilentions were printed in The Peo-
ple advorating the amplgnmation of the N,
L. P. and the 8. D, 1% 1 would like to add
wy wite toward the solution of the prob-
lem. 1 must confess that I am very much
opposed to, the scheme.  And It is not the
name that Lothers me so much. For'lf the
amalgamation 1& feasible and necessary, the
name nnder which the combination s to be
known I8 & secondary matter and can eawily
be solved. The maln question. ks: Shall we
amalgamate? The advocates of the 'plan
tell us that it ix o eflme to have several So-
clalist parties: that anifieation of Soclalist
parties Is both a duty and.a necessity, and
they point to the exmmple of France, where
the same cbject s about to be consummat-
ed, and to Germany, where It was brought
about Fears ago. .

Our friends fose wight of ome important
factor: In France, as well as In Germany,
the different Soclalist schools existed from
the beginning.  They were organised nlmost
simuitaneously, and grew side by side un-
tll the situation forced on them the Deces’
#ity of abolishing the anomaly of Soclalisia
combating each other instead of the com-
mon enemy. The difference between them
was merely In tacties, not In principle, and,
what I nost lmportant, ll! recognized the
“(lass Struggle” as the test by which Bo-
clalists are t--_!n- Judged, In the land of''the
Commune” there could be mo question of
“elnss-consclousness.” The working class
there has long sinee recognized that there
could be no harmony between It and the
cnpitalist class. The sitpation here is radi.
eally different. In order to unite there must
be something that is capable of unfon,
something that can be welded Into one
homogeneous whole, There first must be o
unity of purpose. Then there must be ab-
solute accord In principle. Apd the touch-
stone by which this nccord must be tested
i3 eluss-consclousness—the recognition of
the Inevitable “Class Btruggle.” This I8 a
sine qua non. The 8. L. . was organized
over twenty years ago, and Is -€leven years
in the fleld as a political party. Its plat-
form I8 clear and unequivocal in the recog-
pitienof the “Class Struggle.” It Is this fact
that kept all crooks and sdventurers out of
the party. There was ne chance to flsh in
muddy water. About three years ago the 8.
D. P. was organlzed, aud it bas undergone
three metamorphoses I AR many years.
There was no excuse for Its organization so
far us the lnterests of the working class are
concerned, The 8. L. . fully represented
them. We were told that the 8 L., P. s In-
tolerant, and so forth, and therefore a new
party was necessary. The orgauization of the
mew party, Its platform and its leading spir-
its soon revealed the true resson. for its or-
ganization. The B. L. P. was too marrow,
too lntolerant, because It lusisted on the In.
evitable *Class Struggle.” and refused to
recognize any harmony between the capltal.
tht clnss and the working class, and, worse
still, refused to recoguize any Ideutity of
Interest between the workiug class and the
middle class. The bew party was essentlal-
1y & middieclass party trylng In vain to use

gle agalnst the capitalist class. It ls well
known that ofl and water will not mix,
nelther can the working class and the mid-
die class. The new party was broad and
tolerant in the extreme. Avowed enemles
‘of :Labor were admitted If they would only
declare themselves for the party’s platform,
capitalist politiclans out of a jub, sdven-

mmrh-ulmponhluﬂm-_

Mitler, Winchevaky, London (whe baving
left the B L. P, accused us of selling out
t-:nmm.hlhmw.ne

A
D. P. today and the Democratic Party to- | K™
morrow, or with R s, o ete.,
ete, ete.Y In the party.
Tut 1 am told bacatse there are objection. | Change -“‘“"'
able elgments In New York It Is no resson F, -tr
D nd ¢

why the parties shall net ! Ll

work together all over the rountry. Ne-
clnlists must not Aght each other! 1 would
ke to 2xk the comrades: Do fou know what

you ask?! To as you prop

means that we aceepl il (helr members (n
good standing regardless of thelr sttitude
~om the question of “Class Struggle.” And we
in New York will be the best off in that

event, for in spite of the objectionabile per-
sons, our organization here s so strong that
we can easlly control them, and*at most
they can give ps & good deal of dumeyance.
Dut out4n the Weat, where our Sections are
small and have not enough of sirong, clear-
headed classcopsclous comrades, our orgap-
izations will be swamped by the ubclean
confuslonist membership of the 8. . P
‘they will soon hateé control of the major-
Ity of our Bections, and theén they can legls-
1ste by referendom, they ean fuse and con-
fuse, and we will be heipless, as they wiil
be lu the majority. Apd we will aguin have
to Jeave and reorganize. No, comrades! The
time for such union is not yet, There Is no
reason why we should not treat the £ . P,
with considerstion and avold unnecessAry
antagonism wherever thelr attitude will al-
low It. But to amaigamate? No!

1t seems that our next convention has &
much more important step to coinsider
unification of mileh. greater Tmportance,
That Is whether or not it Is possible to heal
the breach ln our .own ranks: whether or
not the classconsclons, well-diséiplingl
membershilp of both factions can find & mu-
tual ground on which to ‘unite and ggain
tharch in solid phalanx agalust the enemy.
The rank and file are Sociallsts; they are
honest in thelr bellef, and thery Lkve been
grave errors on both sides. Muost we com-
bat each other for the sake of a few would.
be leaders? Canngt the convention devise
a scheme by which the party membership
of both ergnuizations can speak out and the
will of the majority lu'rrilﬂh-rd"! Hoth sides
ought to Le willipg to bow to the will of she
majorly.

I should be ‘more In favor to Invite all
Rectlops of De Leonites to send delegates
to our convention for consulintions, or elect
a commitice on wach slde and call & jolnt
convention, as our brethren did In Fraoce.
No question of principle separates us. Ques
tlons of tactics can be fought out and de-
termloed by the majority. once the means
are agreed upofh to ascertaln the will of the
majority. Wil we allow persons and per-
sonal anlmosity to stand In the way of the
true loterests of the wovement?

LEON A, MALKIEL

1L

As In every year after clection, so this
year the question arises, What next? Only
the difference Is'that It comes up this time
more serfously than usnal.

When we contemplate the resuit which
the Beekman street Party has attaived in
the city of New York, we must say that If
the real Bociallst Labor Party had beenlin
the field and all our strength had been unit-
ed for commén agitation, an esormous re-
sult would have been attalned. It Is & fact
that the seed which for decades has been
scatte here Is mow beginning to take
root. It wolld have rejoleed the hearts of
those tried old comrades who for a Nfetime
have been Jolned in the Interest of Interna-
tional Boclalism. Instead of which the party
has to be shattered and success is held
back. We know how this ‘®ame about, A
large number of comrades, disatisfied with
the tactics adopted for years, sulked be-
canse thelr volce was no longer heard, A
number of other comrades who still had the
conrnge to oppose the people whe had
nsurped the leadership were rendered harm.
Jess ‘through® expuision frem the party.
Whole axsembly distriets met this fate,

This wes carried mo far that we have
three parties In this couptry. A really en-
lightened agitation In workplaces is alto-
gether, out of the guestion. The working
people are at varlance, for even those who
always allow themselves to be used as a tall
to an old political party sre langhing In taeir
sleeves over the { g of the

destroying the eficlency of the
as a director of agitation. -
¥ d of delegates fram

several geographieal divislons, each dele-
gate led by his
wafety, But suppese the party engaged in
n campsign and some State

pectedly 1n need of more speakers of
fnanclal ald. What would your ‘“parely
clerienl™ Natlonal Secretary do? Tssus seall
to the commitien to leave their local dutles
and assemble In & city one humired miles
away apd couslder the matter, or have
them consume weeks In trylng to settle it
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by eorrespondence?
end have to give the “purely clérical™
retary authority te declde
portant gnestions? Where
the limit to his authority ¥
For the agitation of the party
ried an by local speakers and
undoubtedly best. W
triets . where “there
sometimes extra speal
decide where Speakers
reet. thelr offorts Is natural
the National Rxecutive
cannot do so if It meets ni
The plan of conducting
spondence will prove very
We have been
correspandenon
have filled weveral
It How much
The plan of our
tary, for a Natlonal
elected In the samd way as ;
controlied by, and responsible to, &
connell of delegates from
weems to e the best
even this Executive
potent || i
mittee backed up by a Section
New York. That -ﬂ-e:‘
old . Nattoast Pt
bhave exercleed arbitmary
pariy Is due to the mpathy of
bers, agalust which Do
guard, a
" In concluslon 1 offer the following
That the National Executive
composed of seven (or . more)
clected by the Sectlons in towns
seat of the commttes, sy, withis an
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ride ‘of the meeting place; that ench dele-
gate be coutrolled by the
him, which may recall blm st sy
that the time of mecting, the & i
dutles of the cowmities shall be the same
as al present. » . .

I believe that this method
suficient control of the actions of th
mittee without “injuring fta eficiency
greatly Increasiug the sxpeass.

W. B. WHITE.

TS

Editor of "The People: il v
The Soclallst movement in the U
Htates In by Bo mesns In such &

dition ax many Roclallats are trying

deplet.  True It Is, that the “legally n

lnmlulhmmm‘ . |
tion; they bhave neeub‘. led In i
the name: Rociallat Labor Party with In-
famy and reproach, thus making it for

the use of a higher cause. But the fuct re.
malus that all Soclulists are ™

Boclalistically - minded working people.

Henee [ allege that a really suceessful ag-
itation Is not possitle without the wniting
of the homorably disposed, progremsive
working people. “Though one haold the move-
ment of the Soclal-Democratic Party In
never so little esteem, one must confess
that It must be regarded as the labor party
that stands on tbe ground of the class-
stuggle, and as such has a considerable
sucoess to point, to. Look st Massachusetts,
snd other places. Now, I will admit that
there Is wtill much to refirm, bot woch can
be changed through a certain foleration. °

Let us glance st Germany, where in the
seventies the movement was split lato two

politiclans: that they nre not
ity or fatuiists, and for that reases ¢

tinent affords enough Ignoramuses;
tala another orgunization of the above i
it In mot empmble. With the

the Spanish lesder and the German |
cratic secretary of the !
but loosely connected with the Intesests
a few politiciens who

turers, p igmen both
honest and disbonest—all were to unite in
& great party and fo take the wind out of
the salls of the marrow and intolerant B. L.
.
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. Social Dy ey, “'Vorwhris"
whose mission it to write Instructively
1a the isterest of wage prole-
tariat. Now the ly
strong In spite of
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Eelchstag, and It only thromgh their
action thet i was possible to mals-
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of organlgers.  On motion It was decided to

publish the list of Sectlons and the numes

and addresses of organizers, together with
al Al

produce
hsta,

MARTHA MOORE AVERY.
Springfield St., Boston, Mass. -
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. California.
LOS ANGELES.

Beetion Los Angeles holds an open meet-
Ing every Saturday evening at the E ka®
Hall, 251 8. Spring street. The following
is the list of lectures:

December. 16—F, J. Spring, “Objections to

Socka i, il
_ December 23-L. Biddle, “'Boclalivm the
Refuedy,”

December 80—B, R. Baumgardt, “Some-
thitg Different from Bociallsm." :

Junuary 8-Dr. A.-J. Stevens, “Is Soclal-
fsm Belentific?” ?

Junuary 13--James 8. Roche, “Our Des-
tiny."'

Jannary 20—-Prof, George James (Normal
Behvol). “*Pressing Questions 1o Eduesation.'

Each lecturer i limlted to 45 minutes and
& minotes to close, Audlence hag 15 min-
utes to question the speaker, and 30 min-
wtes for ' minute speschesn. Above condl-
tions are under control of the chalrman,

inols.
BTATE COMMITTEE.
To ‘the Members of the Bocialist
Party.

Comrades—

We are pleased to announce, that by a
referendum vote, Bection Chlengo with prae.
tieal unanimity has recognised the Acting
Natlonal Executive Committee, and that fm-

Labor

mediately following sald vote the Illinols i

Btate Commlittee, forwardéd to the N. E. C.
a full Snauclel statement and woney order
for all dues, from the suspension of the
old N. E. C. to date, 5

A few words of explanation of the attl-
tude of the Illinois State Committee slnce
July 10 may be of valoe.

The outbreak of July 1) found the Iiinels
State Committée without any evidence at
hand to show which of the two factions
wax In the right, or, ‘which of the two
would best serve the lnterests of the whole

Under such conditions this comult-
tee thought best to retaln Its fands and
earry on agitatfon within the Btate for a
time, knowlag full well that time would
uitimately triumph, and, time would show
whieh N. E. C. would prove themselves the
party’s faithful servant.

Till within a few weeks of the suspension
of the old N. E. C. by our New York com-
riades, the membership of the party in thils
_Btate was In full accord with the N, E. C,
The publication of *“The Workers' Call" re-
vealed to (he comrades actlvely engaged on
that paper, Including the members of this
committes, the dissatisfaction of active
comrades elsewhere with The People and
“the destructive policy of ite editor, De Leon,
The dissension caused by him within the
party’s ranks, the suppresslon of resnlu-
tions sent by Section Clicage for publica.
tlon In The People, eatsed much unfavor.
able comment and created a wental attl
‘tude In Bection Chleago of susplefon regurd.
Ing De Leon's tacties.

‘While n thix state of mind, the news of
Athe strife In New York came and action be.

| ;came pecessary. To bave called for a vote

of confidence In support of the old N. E. C.
would have been un easy task, as with the
‘exception of the comrades on the -State
Commlttes, the Central Committee and
“The Werkers' Call,” the membership had
the utmost confidénee in De Léon and his
assoctates. 5

To have ealled for the support of the
Acting N. E. C. wonld bhave been to have
rallied the forces for De Leou.

The Btate Committee sald that the wisest
step possilile for the party was to advise
# delay aud a eareful Inquiry Into the cause
of the prouble, and this course was fol-
‘owed Ly similar action by Section Chleago.

The effect was apparent at once. Out of
& membership of some 500 In Chicago only
ten (10) declared for De Leon, while a few
Individuals clalmiug to represent Bectlons
i the Interlor of the Btate followed thelr
exnmple, .

The savage attacks of De Leon on Sectlon
Chicago and on “"The Workers' Call' testl.
fied to hix appreclation of our course, and
served to alicuste any dedirable comrade in
thin city and Btate from his support.

We have procecded with that -dellberation
we bdvised others to tuke. The member-
shilp In Chicage bave taken three referen.

First, on Convention: sccond,
of local De Leonltes; and third,
pecognition of the Acting N, E. €. Each
of these has been practically unanimous,
and brings Chicsgo and the Btate of 1Lk
nols with undiminished streugth and Boclal
st enthosiasm to the door of the Party
Conventlon absolutely free from De Leon
and De Leovism.

These gratifying results, we hope, will
satiafy those comrades who have acted
hastily, by comnalsion or otherwise, and
thereby divided thelr membership. It
shotld #lso satisfy those who mhy bave
ae It suggested, and together with us

#ﬂ:ﬂm at the absolyte concluslon that

De Leom nnd De Leonlsn Is forever an bm.
0 e ¢lement in the Boclalist movewment

: We send this statement with
greetiugs and with the hope that,
the new N, E. C. has been directed
yole to prepare a couventlon,
Is now decided for, all our encrgles

K b directed towand making a success of

. Let us concentrate our en-
us glve our best efforts to the
thia couvention. °

! On to the Conventlon!
Fraterually,

The lllinols State Committee,
J. 8. BMIT!

T. J. MORGAN.

>

- d‘nu.un

' BECTION HUDSON COUNTY,
“The semi-annual meeting of Section Hod-

son was held an A ber 17, at

| Blechsbmldt's Hall, West Hoboken, Com-

rade Dickson lu the chalr. The report of
the organizer was recelved and ordered
placed on file, The financial report for the
past six months was then given, as follows:
I ! $200.60; di uts, $216.52;
stamps sold past six months, §10.87; stamps

Ittee ¢ :] of C des Ha-

_phro, Herriger and Vetters was elected to

sudit the report.  The followlng was the re-
sult of the election of officers for the ensu-
Ing aix months: Organizer, Willlam Kamips;
Awxi Organt L. Loe hal, Hy.

‘Péin and F. Fisher; Recording and Corre-

wsponding Secretary, Chas. Uflert; Financial
Secretary, Eliss Koppelson: Treasurer, Jos,
Gilligr; Literary Agent, Fredk. Krafft: Del-
egnte to Btute Committee, Wm. Bucksath:
Delegate to State Conventlon, Frederick
Krafft; Alternates, Heney Kitz and Ferd
Utert: Delegates to National Conventlon,
Chax, Ufert and Wm. Kamps: Alternates,
John Suerth and C. Kroneuberg.

It wax decided to bold a special meet'ng
on Jauuary 10, at & p, m., at 600 Paterson
avenne, West Hoboken, for the parpose of
Instructing delegates to the Natiosal Con-
ventlon.

A motlon to Invite the De Leon faction 'n
Hudson County to send a delegate to the
State Convention was lost.

A motlon that the State Committes of the
8. L. P. be eslled upon to confer with the
£ D. I in regard to a unlfication of forces
was earried. e

Resolved,- That the delegntes to the State
Conventlon be Insifucted 1o vote against
the Indorsement of the Boclallst Trade and
Labor Alllance.

A committes copxsting of Comrades
Kraft, Saphkro, F. Ufert, Loewenthal and
Bucksath wns elected to formulate resolu-
tious for discussfon at the nexst moetiug, the
sanie to be presented at the National Con-
ventlon. The next meeting of the County
Committee, which falls due on January T,
1000, will not take place, as-the State Con-
vention s beld on this date; therefore the
committee will meet on the first Bunday In
Felirunry, 1800, .

Income, $78.47%; disbursements, $3.28.

Adjournment followed.

CHAS. UFERT, Becretary.
EAST ORANGE.

Important meeting of all Soclalists lving
In East Orange, Bloomtiell and Orange will
be held st the residence of E. T. Neben, 52
Westcott street, East (\runge, on Thursday
evenlng, December 25, Election of delegates
to the State und Natlonal Cqnventlons wiil
tnke place. Soctalists !living In the above
places should not full to attend this mept-
ing® E. T. NEBEN.

° MNew York-
FOURTH ASREMRBLY DISTRICT.

Charles I Matebett will lecture Friday,
December 22, at 8 p. m., In the Soclalist Lit-
erary Boclety’s Hall, 264 E. Broadway. on
thesubject *“What IsSoclallsm?™ Free admis-
slon nnd geveral discussion.  Everybody Is
Invited. .

SBOCIALIST EDUCATION CLUB OF THE
16h A, D.

The fourth regular mecting was held Son-
dny evening, December IT. wrade Fried.
man acted as’ chalrman,

The mindtes of the previous meeting were
adopied ax read;. Two new members were
proposed nnd admitted. y

The committee to’visit the organizations
reported having visited the following bodles:
Yorkville Agitation Comwmittee, which do.

‘mated $5.00; the 1ith and 17Tth A. D's. had

no money, on hand, but will make donations
at the pext meeting wnd deliver amount st
the General Committee's meeting to the del-
egate of the 16th.

The 224 and 334 A. D.'s regretted that the
Fiuancial Seeretary was not present and
could not tell how much they could donate,
They wil take up the matter at the next
meeting and report the result to the com-
mittee, >

The Soclallst Liedertafel donates §£5.00 and
promises, If Itgeafalr which takes place
Sunday, the 24th, Is a success, to give an-
other $5.00,

The committee to look for rooms reported
and asked for lnstructions. On & motion
the committee was given full power to use
Its own Jodgment, but s to report at each
meeting. i

The secretary was Instructed to communt.
cate with the Publisting Assoclation of the
“Jewlsh Volkszeltuug,” asking it to pub-
lish a call next Saturday and Sunday,

The Income for the week was $12.00; ex-
penses, 28c.; on hand, $41.47.

All members and those that want to joln
us should not fall to attend the next meet-
Ing. to be held In the Labor Lyceum on Sup-
day evening, December 24, at 8 p. m. sharp.
Declded action on an Important matter will
be on the order of business.

THE EECRETARY.

NEW YORK BSOCIALIST LITERARY
SOCIETY, "

Free public lectures and discussions  on
political, soclal, and economle questions. to
be deMvered every Sunday, Wednesday and
Thureday eveulng, at the Club Rooms, 264
East Broadway. it

Program of Sunday afternoon lectures, be-
glnning promptly st 3 o'clock:

Sunday, December 17-L. R. Boudin,
“Rernsteln as a Reformer of Socialism."

Bunday, December 24—Peter B. Burrowes,
*Jugger Not or Jugger Yes." 4

Sunday, December 31—Dr. Caspe, “Ideclo.
glsts In the Sociallst Movement.”

Runday, January O—Leonard D, Abbott,
“The Communist Ideal”

Bunday, January 1%—Elmon 0. Pallock,
“Karl Marx’ Theorles and Activities.'

Program of Wednesday evening lectures,
beginnlog at 8 p. m.: 4 .

Wednesday, December 20-Chan. Sprague
Smith, “History and Government.”

Program of Thursday evening lectures,
beginning promptiy .at 8 p. m.:

“On English Literature,” to be dellvered
by J. E. Eron. 4

December 21—"Elizabethan Dramatists.*

December 28—"Shakespeare.”

Janvary 4—"“Hamlet." >

January 11—“Milton and Puritanlsm.”

Janvary. 18— Paradise Lost.*

An opportunity Is given after each lecture
for free discussion, In which all are Invited
to participate.

No entrance fee: no collection.

Literary meetings and debates every Sun.
dsy evening. % .

The rooms are open from 7 to 11 p. m.; on

Fred Long, Joseph B. Allen, Leo Viewrger
und George Stolworthy are the candidates.
All members sbould certaluly be saficlent-
Iy interesied to take part In the election of
Section Fhilad, s rep tve to the

of Hons ‘of the 8. L. P,
which I8 to be held on Jamsary 27, 190,

Everybody come. : *
By order of jolnt meeting held -Decem-
ber & : |, CHAK. DREES,

Organizer for 39th Ward Club. ,

STICKERS,

(Continued from page 1.)

purses, and the political brigand who
bayonets Constitutions and rebs citi-
zens of their liberties. Never let a fel-
low's plety keep you from locking up
your spoons. W

Madame Nevada spent her Thanks-.

giving Day, in New York, In going
around Insulting the poor people by
singing at the dinuers given to them
by the rich. She Insultéd 500 homeless
men at St. Andrew's Mission, by sing-
Ing “Home Sweet Home,™ to them; and
insuited some hundreds of poor chil-
dren at the Five Poluts Misslon, by
singing “The Mocking Bird,” and still
others at still other places. But the
astonlshment of the whole thing is that
none of the thousands fhus Insulted
had the least idea that they were be-
ing insulted: the rich people, who, out
of their stealings, thus gave back a
little to the robbed ones, had no ldea
they were insuiting anybody, and-Ma-
dame Nevada least of all had any idea
she was heaping Insult npon top of
thelr injuries. But the whole proceed-
ing WAS aun Insult, and a reproach to
all concerned, and would have been so
seen to be, had not the moral sense of
all parties concerned—donars, donatees
and singer—heen dulled to the enormity
of it all; dulled by the common uni-
versality of the phenomena of want
and beggary. ' f

What sort of a civilization do you
call thiat where évery cotmtry Is “over-
crowded"” with population, and where,
at the same thoe, there is an “over-pro-
duction™ of goods? A *glut” of things
and also a “glut"” of people who want
them? A elvilization that goes wall-
Ing and howling with Its goods abroad,
Aaway from the milllons of Its own poor,
who are housed and clothed In some de-
greeand:eanuot bBuy, to hunt up mil-
lions of still. posrsr gavages. who aré
housed and clothed In no degree, and
are still less able to buy? A civiliza-
tion that despolls Its own people at

Ly p¢ M., Lincoln Hall,

STAMP ACCOUNT.

i
%
i

4o be shown very particularly what
they certainly knew generally, that
they are ruled and robbed by as cholce
a gang-of rcoundrels as ever got posses-
sion of a cityful of foolk. And that §40,-
000 has gone after the other $40,000,-
000 they are robbed of annually. And
nobody is the better for It but the
Maget Commmlittee and its - bottle-
holders. And—was mnot the Mazet

Committee & part of the gang?
P i

REGULAR MEE1INGS

Sl s

PHILADELPHIA SECTION—2d 8Sun-
days, 8 p. m., Labor Lyceum, 6th and
Brown streets, entrance on Randolph
street. ¥

CENTHAL COMMITTEE--1st and 34
Wednesday, 8 p. m,, Gth and Browa
streets.

11th, 12th, 13th andJ4th WARDS SO-
CIAL LABOR OCLUB (formerly
American Br)—Wednesday evenings,
Gth and Brown streets.

GERMAN BRANCH—2d and 4th Sun-
days, 3 p. m., 6th and Brown streets,

815t and 33d WARDS SOCIAY, LA-
BOR CLUBS—1st and 34 Sundays,
10 a. m., Kensington Labor Lyceum,
24 and Cambria stroets.

SOUTHWARK BRANCH-24 Satur-
days, 8 p. m., 719 Dickinson stret.

20th WARD SOCIAL LABOR CLUB—
Every Sunday, 83 p. m, Poplar and
Bambry streets. A

JEWISH BRANCH-—1st and 84 Fri-

- days, 416 Bouth 5th street.

80th WARD SOCIAL LABOR CLUB—
1st and 84 Mondays, 8 p. m.,, 719
Dickinson street.

25th WARD SOCIAL LABOR CLUB—
4tir Sundays, 3 p. m., 25th and York
#treets.

10th and 20th WARDS SOCIAL LA-
BOR ©LUB—Bouthwest corner Oth
and Columbla avenue, 2d Tuesdays,
discugsion meeting. 4th Tuesdays,

. business. meeting.

24th and 34th WARDS BOOIAL LA-
'BOR CLUB—24 and 4th Mondays,-8

4089 Lancaster

- avenue, e AR fite
All readers of this paper are request-

ed to Joln.. it

PERIOD JULY 10th- TO DECEMBER (st, 1809,

' Stamps ‘ Bt
; supplied; Pald. Due. Ex?;lx
) |
STATE COMMITTEES:
New York State Commlttee 0,07 7.
New Jersey State Committ 15000 b 1 b v -4
Connecticut State Committee 1,200 44.55 15.45 1]
Pennsylvania State Committes 1,00 50,00 > 240
assachusetts State Committee 1,500 25.00 50.00
lifornle State Commit 783 0.15 80.00 2i7
hio State Cowmitiee 420 €00 10.00
Michigan State Committ 200 P 10,20 o
i SECTIONS:
Bectlon_ Boston, Mass
*  Lawrence, Mass. ]5:3 10,00 £ 404
“ ringlield, Mass 50 .00 i
" alden, Mass, 40 4.00 Hag: Nt
“  Chel 8. 20 20) i
“ Cleveland, Ohlo 150 18.00 g
*  Phoenix, Arizons 19 2.00 Wi 40 i
" vier, Mo.... 5.00 cosne ;. M
% Tumwater, Wash. 16 1.60 Siva
Manchester, N. H 200 10.00 10.09 e
“  Hallowell, Me... .50 5.00 i s
# | Bagiuaw, Mich... 50 5.00 Sy or
Members Bt LArEe. .ccociiinncsorssnsinisns 43 8.40 20 =it
TOtA) ssinansenshonnasonnnoss ..-.‘l 10,804 $7T20.05 $306.00 1,634
HENRY STAHL, Treasurer. 1.0 ;.
HENRY BLOBODIN, Secretary, C IKBAI;;EI'IR.

. Auditing Committee,

SOCIALIST LITERATURE (0.,

64 East 4th St, N:w York.

DEPOT OF SOCIALIST LITERATURE, -

Owned and Contrplléd by the SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY

All Bociallst, progressive and radical publications, books, pamphlets and

leaflets for sale. .
to Sociall

1ol i

and labor organizations,

Orders taken for all English, German and French publicatio
scriptious taken for all home and forelgn periodleals, - i g gt
Catalogues, English and German, mailed on demand.

Address:

SOCIALIST LITERATURE CO.,

‘84 East 4th 8t., New York.

arrang®d by the

JEWISH “VOLKSZEITUNG”

2. News of International Socialist

PLATFORM.

" The Boclalist Labor Party of the United States, In Convention assembled,
. re-asserts the Inalieaable right of all wen to lfe, Liberty, and the pursult of

huipplness. : o
.“With the founders of the American republic we hold that the pyrpose of
government Is (o secure every citizen in the t of this right; but in
the light of our social conditions we hold, furtherniore, that no such right can
be exercised under a system of economic Ineqbality, essentinlly destroctive
of lite, of liberty and of happiness. i

With the founders of this republic we heid that the true theory of politics |
1s that the machinery of government must be owned and coutrolled by the
whale people: but in the light of our Industrial development we bald, further |

more, that the true theory of economies s that the machinery of production
must likewise belong to the people In common, X

To the obvions fact that our despotic system of economies is the direct
opposite of ovr democratic system of politic, can plainly be traced the exist-
ence of a privileged class, the corrnption of government by that class, the
alienation of public property, public franchises and pubile funetions to thoet
class, and the abject dependence of the mightiest of mations vpon that class,

Again, throngh the perversion of democracy to the ends of plutocracy,
labor is rabbed of the wealth which It alone produces, is denled the means
of self-employment. and, by compulsory idleness In wage slavery, Is even
deprived of the pecessaries of life.

Human power and ‘natural forces are thos wasted, that the plutoeracy
may rule.

Ignorance and misery. with al their corcomitant evils, are perpetuated,
that the people may be kept In bondage,

Sclence and invention are diverted from thelr humane purpose to the
enslavement of women and children, X

Agalust such a system the Sociallst Labor Party once more: enters Its
protest.  Onee more It relterates its fundamental diclaration that private
property 1a the natural sources of production and In the Instruments of
labor I8 the obvious cause of all' economic servitude and political dependence.

The time is fast coming. however, when in the nstural course of soclal
evolution, this system, through the destructive actlon of Its" failures and
crises on the one hand, and the coustructive tendencles of its trusts and
other eapitalistic combinations on the other band, shall have worked out Its
own downfall. .

We, therefore, call upon the wnge workers of the United States, and
upon all other honest citizens, to organize under tha"banner of the Socialist
Labor Party Into n class-conscious body, aware of its rights and determined
to conquer them by - taking possession of the public powers: so that, held
together by an Iindomitable spirit of solidarity under the most trying con-
ditions of the present class stragglé, we may put A summary end to that’
barbarous struggle by the abelition of rlasses- the restoration of the land
and of all the means of production, transportation and distribution fo the
people ag a collective body, and the substitution of the Co-operative Com-
monswealth for the present state of planless production. Indostrial war and
soclal-disorder: a commonwealth In which every worker shall have the free
exercise and full benefit of his faculties, multiplied by all the modern factors

of civilization.
RESOLUTIONS. -

With a view to immediate impro vement in the condition of labor we
proscnt the following demands: * .

1. Reduction in the hours of labor In proportion to the progress of
production.

2. The United States to obtain possession of the mines, raflronds, eanals,
telegraphs, telephones and all other means of public transportation and
cowmunication: the employees. to operate the same co-operatively under con-
trol of the Federal Government and to eleet their own superior officers, but
no cuployeé shall be diseharged for pelitical reasons. .

2. Theé municipalities to obtain possession of the- local rallroads, fer-
rles, water. works, gas works, electric plants and all Industries requiring
municipal franchises; the employees to opernte the same co-operatively under
control of the municipal administration and to elect their own superior offi-
cers, but no employee shall be discharged for political reasons, -

4. The public lands to be declared inalienable, Revocation of all land
grants to corporations or Individuals, the conditions of which have not‘been
complied with. -’ 5

B. The United States to have the exclusive right to lssuc monty.

.. B Congressional legislation providing for the sclentific management of
forests and waterways, and prohibiting thie waste of the natural resources
of the country. f

nation. v
8. Progressive Income tax and tax on inheritances; the smaller Ingomes
to be exempt. G g ety

9. Bchool educatiom-of all children under fourteen years of age to be
compulsory, gratui.ous and accessiblé to ‘all by public. assistance’ in meals,
clothing, books, ele., where necessary.

10.. Repeal of all pauper, tramp, conspiracy and. sumptuary laws
abridged right of combination.

11. Pr-ﬂﬂhllhm of the employment of children of sclhivol age and the em-
ployment of female labor in occupations detrimental to health or morality.
Abolition of the conviet labor contract system. :

, 12, Employment of the unemployed by the public autborities (county,
clty, state and natlon). e i i

13. All wages to be pald In lawful money of the United States. Equall-
zation of womau's wages with those of men where ¢qual service is per-
formed, - ¢ !

14, Laws for the protection of life and limb In all occupations, and an
efficient employers’ liability law. #

15. The people to have the right to propose laws and to vote upon all
measures of importance, according to the referendum_prineiple. ¥

16, Abolition of the veto power of the Executive (national, state and
municipal), wherever it exists, r

17. Abglitlon of the 'Unitéd States Scnate and all upper legislative
chambers, S

18. Munieipal self-government.

19. Direct yote and secret ballots In all elections. Universal and

' ual
right of suffrage without regard to color, éreed or sex. Election days :2 be
legal holidays. The principle of proportional representation to be Introduced.

Un-

20, All public officers to heﬂb]ecl to recall by thelr respective constl-

tuencles.
21. Unplform civil and criminal. law throughout the United St
t 5
ounistration of justice to be free of charge. Abolition of capﬁt:i';-uncg-
ment,
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