“workers will say he was killed in prison”’

sult was that Debs is now enjoying a real be ‘ 1
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FIRST VIGTORY

DEBS FINDS COMFORT IN

'THE HOSPITAL WARD OF

THE ATLANTA PRISON

The Army of Liberators has scored its first victory.

The visit of Liberator attorneys Sharts and Castleton, and |

Marguerite Prevey to the Atlanta penitentiary has resulted,
in the transfer of Debs from labor in the clothing department
and 14 hours a day in a steel cage to comfortable quarters in
the hospital ward.

Debs should have been p]aced in the hospital ward the|
- first day he arrived at Atlanta prison. Debs is not a well man,

and his age should bespeak for him conveniences and comforts
not necessary to the younger prisoners.

But no, the aim of those who are Debs’ jailers seemed to be
to break Debs’ spirit.

They wanted him to break down.

They wanted him to beg for mercy.

They wanted him to desert his Socialist prmciples.

And now they found out that Debs is not that kind of
a man. They have found out that he would sooner die than
give in an inch.

In the last weeks Debs has lost 14 pounds. Always slight
of build, he was merely a shadow of himself when visited by
the three representatives of the Army of Liberators. His eyes
were deeply sunken into his head and it could be plainly seen
that he was suffering, not only physically, but also and mostly,
spiritually.

He was suffering because those about him were suffering.
It cut him to the heart to see fellow prisoners punished. It
wounded him deeply tc see those about him denied sufficient
food. And so, sensitive as he is, he suffered with them and]
suffered the more.

‘““You'll have a dead man on your hands soon, and the
—these were the
parting words of one'of the Liberator representatwes to the

-warden of the Atlanta penitentiary. ;
<. These-words were_ominous. They undoubtedly made the

e thifk Harder than he has for some y

eonducive ‘to mental calm.

Again we say — maybe you’ve never been in jail. Maybe
the weight of steel bars and stone walls have never depressed
your spirit and deadened your every impulse. Maybe you don't
understand.

But those of us who have been in jail know what it means
to get away from the cage. We know what it means to get a
glimpse of the outside world. We know what it means to see
a new face, to get away from the depressing prison routine, to
even bathe a hand in a ray of sunshine.

As prison life goes, Debs is now in heaven.

The Army of Liberators has made this possible.

The Army of Liberators will make more than this possible.

FREE DEBS AND ALL CLASS WAR PRISONERS—
that’s our minimum demand and our slogan is—NO REST
UNTIL WE WIN!

Ever onward then. Have every move you make and every
word you utter count for LIBERATION.

Unless we have sufficient funds, nothing can be done.

AND REMEMBER—MONEY IS NEEDED.

ONCE MORE WE SAY—SECURE CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR THE LIBERATION FUND FROM YOUR FELLOW
WORKERS AND FRIENDS.

NOT TOMORROW OR NEXT WEEK—BUT NOW'

edFor the sooner we hear from you the sooner Debs will be
freed. v

Join Us in this Battle Today

Join your helping hands with ours—with the hundreds
who have joined the Army of Liberators. All Liberators are
now laboring determinedly for the freedom of Debs and all the
rest They will welcome yoa into the army. Send today for an
application blank and a Liberation Fund Contribution List.
Your assistance is needed. Give it.

Address—THE LIBERATORS, 3207 Clark Ave.,
Cleveland Ohibo.

ATTENTION!

L.ocals - Branches - Members

The police control ot the Germer Convention at hicago made it necessary
for the new National Executive Committee, elected by you, to call the Emer-
gency Convention of the Socialist Party to order in another hall in the same
building, The convention was regularly organized and then adopted the new
name ‘‘Comunist Labor Party’’ for our organization. All Locals, Branches and
members desire to atfiliateé with the Left Wing faction of the former Socialist
Party. Now the Communist Labor Party, under the principle laid down at this
convention should communicate at one with national Headquarters, 3207 Clark

OHIO LOCALS |In the Next
Weeks Issue

ATTENTION
Resolutions Passed by the

0O
U

Ohio Locals should continue
their municipal campaigns un-
der the name of ‘‘Socialist
Party’’. The adoption of the

‘new name can date from time Gﬂmmunm lﬂbﬂr Pany Gon-

immediately following the No-
vember elections.

vention.

OF THE FIG

NG ARMY OF LIBERATORS

Pr‘oclamatidn "to

the Membership

Comrades:—

The great war has shaken the ‘world’s founda-
tions. Many idols have crashed to the ground, showing
their hollowness. The war has torn the mask of
patriotism, democracy, and idealism { Capitalism -
and laid bare the brutal features of ma youring im-
verialism. It has shown the workers of the world that
their true interests lie in International class solidarity,

exercised upon the field of revolutio ‘class and
mass action.

In this Crucial moment the Soci ‘Party of the
United States has betrayed the working class. It
sold out the hirthright of the workers for a mess of
pottage consisting of political respec ty a,ndi align-
ment with. the interests of the petit rgeoisie.

~ The Socialist Party employed t. cago police
department to throw out of the natgo' /convention

the duly elected delegates of the me: bershlp while it
nacked the convention with - “Soc

tion of an arch of trlumph in gl
victory of American soldiers over: |
proletarian Russm at Murman‘sk

waet in convention called by the
executive committee, elected by
the basis of the Left Wing pro,
Communist Labor Party of the

chosen the name Communist L

word ‘‘Socialist‘‘ has been internationally discredited
by the Scheidemanns everywhere. |

Realizing the need of unity between all revolu-
tionary forces, the convention of the Communist Labor
Party, left nothing undone to bring about unity with
the Communist Party convention, which convened at
Chicago on Sept. 1st. Conference committees were
clected; the appeal for unity was carried to the floor
of the Communist convention; and the declaration
adopted instructing our national officers to exert every

effort for a unification of the two parties. So far our
efforts for unity have not met with success. The entire
matter will be submitted to you in detail and we are
confident that you will defer judgement until then.

. The National Executive Committee of the Com-
munist Labor Party appeals to you to repudiate the
traitors of International Socialism in the reactionary
Socialist Party and to pledge yourseles, your energy
and all, to the great struggle of working class eman-
cipation.

We are confident that your judgment will finally
be in our favor and that you will help to unite the
forces of the American working class under the banner
of the Communist Labor Party, an integral part of the
Third—The Communist International.

LONG LIVE THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL!
FREEDOM FOR ALIL CLASS WAR PRISONERS!
VICTORY TO COMMUNISM!

_Alexander Bilan, Jack Carney,
L. E. Katterfeld, Edward Lingren, Max Bedacht
National Kxecutive Committee,
Communist Lahor Party.
A, Wagenknecht,
Executive 'Secretary.

The Communist Laber Party
and Gommunist Party

ALL OF THE OFFICIAL DOCUI DOCUMENTS WHICH PASSED
BACK AND FORTH BETWEEN THE TWO
CONVENTIONS AT CHICAGO.

“We here publish, for the information of all Left ‘Wing adherants, all the
documnts which passd between the conventions of the Communmist Party and
the Communist Labor Party, upon the’question of unity.

These documents prove conclusively that no more sincere nor earnest
efforts for unity could have been made than were made by the Communist
Labor Party. We permit these documents to speak for themselves and we re-
quest a thoro reading of them by all comrades.

(This document was sent to the Left' Wing dele’gates at the Bmergency
Convention by the delegates at the eleventh hour to form a new party.)

Invitation from the Left Wing Council

Chicago, August 30th, 1919

The National Left Wing Council extends its greetings to all
the Left Wing delegates to the Emergency Socialist Party Convention.
Though we have no official part in the Bmergency Convention, nor
any part in its causus, we still recognize that our responsibility, as
well as yours, extends to all the Left Wing membership of the So-
cialist Party; and it is in recognition of this respousibility, and in
the realization that the Left Wing movement now demands expression
in a Communist Party, that we urge all Left Wing delegates to join
with us in the organization of the Communist Party of America. The
Joint Call for our September first Conventlon, which is made part of
this message, makes ample and fair provision for the seatmg of all
Left Wing delegates at the Communist Party Convention,

For the National Left Wing Council:

Louis C. Fraina

Maximilian Cohn

John Ballam

C. B. Ruthenberg

I. E. Ferguson, Sec.
1221 Blue Island Ave Chicago.

Headquarters:

(Immediately the Left Wing delegatos decided to quit the police con-
trolled Germer onvention, these Left Wing delegates constituted themselves
the regular Emergency Convention of the Socialist Party, officially called by
the new National Executive Committee. It beard the report of this committes
and the new National Secretary and at once elected a committee of five to con-
fer with the organization committee of the Communist Convention in order to
secure unity. The two committees niet and the latter gave the committee from
the Loft Wing delegates th following document.)

Statement To the Left Wing Delegates
ByThe Joint Organization Committee
of The Communist Convention

S

The Joint Organization Committee of the Communist Party
Convention composed of the National Organization Committe and the
National Left Wing Council can make no decisions for the convention.
The question of voting-in the convention is a question for the Creden-
tial Committee. Every person who comes into the convention holds his
seat and has his vote subject to the final actions“of the Contest and

_Credential Committee. OQur committee could not go beyond the matter

of preliminary arrangements.

We have, however, acted on the question of making up the
roster of delegates who shall participate in the preliminary organiza-
tion of the convention. We have acted on the basis of the Joint Call;
the Convention will be organized by delegates who present credentials
according to the Joint Call. This Joint Committee has already decided
that delegates who have credentials to.  this, convention regardless
of the participation in the Emergency Convention shall have votes in
the preliminary organization. We therefore presént to your committee
the Joint Call as an integral part of this answer. ;

This technical situation does not effect -the essential questmn
of umey This is a convention question,-and it will come up in due

e tle,%k o up for our. Gredential Committee a com-
plete list of your delegates, the organimtmn and number of imembers:
they represent in each instance, and such instructions, if any, as each
delegates or individuals may have. This will give us the basis we need
for acting on the proposal of unity.

Our spirit in the matter is epitomized in a resolution which this
committee adopted unanimously in its flrst meeting to have all bolting
delegates from the 8. P. Convention to sit with us, in a reserved sec-
tion, as special guests of the Convention, until the disposition of cre-
dentials give us the basis for exact answer. The convention may also
decide to take up this question aside from the work of the Credential
Committee. In either case we will make as prompt answer as possible,

I. E. FERGUSON .
0. ¢. JOHNSON
JOHN KERACHER
DANIEL ELBAUM
LOUIS C. FPRAIN
C. E. RUTHENBERG
D. E. BATT
A. XOPNAGEL.

n.
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{The conference committee from tiae Left Wing delegates decided, upon
receipt of the above document, to await the election of a similar committee
by the Communist Convention, a committee which could trvly speak for the
convention., The Russian Federaticn, which controlled the Communist Conven-
tion, were not in favor of negotiation for unity and voted the question of
electing a conference committee down. This resulted in the withdrawal from
the Communist Convention of about forty delegates, mostly from English or-
ganizations. Eventually the Russian Federation delegates agreed to the elec-
tion of a conference committee. This committee sent the following document to
the Left Wing delegates who were excluded from the Germer police controlled
convention, which had in the mean time, because of the long wait to hear from
the Communist Party Convention, organzed permanently inta the Commuinst
Labor Party.)

Statement to The Ccmmunist Labor
Party Conventicn By The
- Communist Convention.

Before the beﬂmnmg of the war in August 1914, sharp differences in
principles and tactics had made themselves apparent in the parties within the
Second International. In each country there was the faction which placed its
reliance upon the parliaments of the bourgeois state for the transformation
of capitalism into Socialism. This faction, the dominant element in the Social-
ist Party in practically every country, dlrected its tacties and agitation to
the end of attaining a majority in the parliaments. They argued that this
magonty, through legislative action, would end the power of the capitalists
in industry and build up the structure of the new society.

In harmony with this conception it conmsidered the activities of its par-
Iiamentary representatives for reform measures intended to improve the posi-
tion of the workers under the capitalist svstem as the method by which
Socialism would be established.

In sharp conflict with these Moderate Socialists stood the Revolution-
ary minorities, which rejected the idea that the struggle could be won in the
in the bourgeois parliaments. The Revolutionary Socialist contended that the eman-

.cipation of the working class could not ke achieved through the eapitalist state

but ounly through the overthrow of the capitalist state by the mass Power of
the workers and the establishment of a new organ of state Power by the work-
ing class, in the form of the dictatorship of the Proletariat, for the trans-
formation of Capitalism into Communism,

Betwcen these groups stood the wavering centre. Revolutionary in
phrases, it was never revolutionary in aection Re;jectmg the idea of legislating|}
capitalism out of existance a step at a time, and therefore not agitating
primarily for social reform measures under the ecapitalist system, this faction
nevertheless considered the bourgeois state as the medium through which Capi-
talism would be abolished.

It required the test of action under revolutionary erisis to bring out the
irreconcilable differences between these factions. Under the test of action it
was found that Moderate Socialism hetrayed the class struggle in favor of
“‘recenciliation of the classes.® Moderate Socialism is today dlrectly and
openly counter- revolutmnary The Centre. hecause of its vacﬂlatmn is evem
more dangerous because its revolutionary phrases conceal its betrayal of the
revolutionary class strugele.

Although the movement in this country has not undergone the test of
revolutionary experience in an advenced stage, the influence of the social
revolution in Russia and struggle in Germany have deepened the differences
between the three factions. After months of agitation and discussion we find,
it this moment the old party splitting into three organizations corresponding
-0 the three fundamental differences of viewpoint which have heretofore

xisted in the ome party.
(Continued or page 3.)

‘“The principles and tactics of the Communist Labor Party are
not to be construed as meaning or imvlying a resort to crime, sabotage,
violence or terrorism. We expressly declare that we do not advos ate or
Justify crime, sabotage, viclence, or terrorism as a means of accompllsh—
ing mdustnal or. po)itlcal ttansformatmu.

DEBS’ PERSONALITY THE
SAME IN PRISON AS
IN FREEDOM,

By Samuel Castelton.

The United States Government has a
penitentiary on the out-skirts of At-
lanta, (Georgia, where it houses a
motley crew of yeggmen, counterfei-
ters, white slavers, fraudulent bank-
rupts, murderers, and other criminals
whoe have violated the penal statutes.
It is a low, spacious building of mar-
ble. that squats on a slightly elevated
hill, and can be seen through and over
the spiked railings and virgin w,ods
A beautiful spacious lawn and - .chly
colored flowers act as a mockeny‘;’and
poetical perversion — as thoph pla-
ced there for the purpose of ﬁ’nmshmg
the prisomers with its view

‘Within the past year ogn more the
fovernment has been sendmrr a stea-
dily inecreasing - group to . ‘his institu-
tion — a gallant band of’idealists and
political radieals who kiave fearlessly
expressed their .opinion’ icfl‘*gardmg the
late war. Here they are garbed in
prison overalls, .their scalps shaved,
their photographs made, nymbers  gi-
ven them, where they are incarce-
rated fourteen hours daily in iren
cells. It has fallen to the lot nf these
political radicals to be thrown in
dungeons and dark <cells known us
‘‘blind-doors’’ where they dine on
bread and water twice, and sometimes
three times, daily.

The latest radieal to join this group
is that famous champion of the cause
of the proletariat, that defender of
the under-dog, the oppressed, the en-
slaved vietims of  this capitalistic
world — ‘Eugene V. Debs. He is
sixty-three years —of age, tall and
lanky, in fact emaciated. A few stra-
gling hairs embellish an otherwise’
bald head, and through a pair of
cheap speectacles is seen a pair of
honest, straight-forward, keen and
gearching eyes. His face is thin, and
rather tan, and his jaw is firm and
strong. There is something remarkable
about the expression of “his face. It

| expresses the soul vf Honor, an ideatist "

my search ~of “truthy- the spokesman’

"Iwhose only gnide 4s his conscience, his

motives altruistic, and a deep pro-
found love for his fellow men. One
glance at him and you can see the
wncompromising revolutlonlst the
fighter for progress. When he eclasped
my outstretched hand, and replied to

‘|any query, ‘*How are you, comrade?’’

‘I am well, comrade, thank you’’,
and in the word ‘‘comrade’’ a magie-
aily beautiful smile iluminated HKis
face. I know that he was thinking of .
his millions of co des all 6ver the
world and their ruggle for the
great economic change that will ulti-
mately overthrow the ecapitalistic sy-
stem., ’Gene is reticent concerning
himself. He has no personal grievance,
or ill feeling, towards anyone. ‘‘Tell
the boys T am all right. I am being
well treated — as well as can be
under the circumstances.’’ Dechs hates
the system of penal institutions, and
he does feel sympathy for his fellow
prisoners. He knows that the capita-
listie system is wrong in its definition
of crime and in its punishment of
criminals. Because of his deep sincerity
he commands the respeet of the war-
den ard of the subordinate men in
charge of this prison. There is a mar-
ked affability on the part of the
warden. There seems to be a studied
courtesy on the part of all the offi-
cials in their attentions to Debs, and
Debs knows this. But he will not
stand for any favoritism. even though
he be the beneflclarv It is foreign
to his mnature to want to receive
tieatment denied any other prisoner.
He refuses to see the hundreds of
visitors for he knows this privilege
would be denied others. ““I will not
have a bite of food that any other
prisoner cannot have. I won’t read a
uewspaper, magazine, or periodieal,
that any other prisoner eannot read.
I don’t want anything that every
other prisoner cannot get.’’ His smile
of love and comradeship, his fine ra-
diant personality is a great Socialist
propaganda within thls institution.
Thirty years ago, the warden confided
to me, he heard Debs deliver a speech
in Milwaukee, and his manner of
telling it seemed to he reminiscent of
pleasure. ‘I remember it very well;
Tt was very cold and snowv at. the
time.”” And with a smile, said, ‘‘But

‘I have not told Debs about it.’’

Striet rules prevail around prison
interviews. Between  prisoner and
visitor, sits a guard armed with club
in hand who listens to every word
that passes between them. Striet
serutiny is ‘exercised lest some secret
pass between them. In the case of
Debs a certain feeling of respeet and .
owe exists. T was struck with the
fact that the guard remained at the
ﬂoor, and that there was no tendeney
to intrunde upon our privacy. It is as
though some high official of Waching-
ton had sent imstructions that spemal
care and special treatment be given
him. There seems to be a realization
that millions of people are interested
in the fate of Dehs. His incarceration
has placed him in the position of a
martyr though ke himself finds it
repugnant to. be considered such. Debs
has the spirit of youth. His expression
radiates optimism. ‘‘Comrade, the
—vorld is moving faster, our vision is
hecoming clearer, our world will soon

he here.’? T have seen Debs time and

(Continued on page 3.)
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Introductory

The battle within the Socuihst Party has been made and won. As was
predicted at the National Left Wing Conference and againt at the State Con-

wention of the Socialist Party of Ohio,

the reactionary Socialists did seek and

get the aid of the police in preventing the partys membership, thru regularly
slected delegates, from control of the convention.

Yet, the battle within the Socialist Party for Left Wing principles has
heen won, the Left Wing element in the party is now the Communist Labor
‘Party, and all that remains of the old reactionary coterie is but a skeleton,l

amply signifying its demise.

Adolph Germer reported to his packed convention that tke memberslup
of 109,000 of January first had dwindled to 39,000, This 39,000 has now been
about completely whiped out by the formation of the Communist Labor Party

by 82 delegates from 22 states. The
sounist Labor Party convention appear

minutes, the official acts of the Com-
below.

The existance of two Communist Parties after the Chicago conventions
avas an event which very few Left Wing Socialists expected. The difference
‘between the Communist Labor Party and the Communist Party is not one of
wrinciple, but rather one of organization control. The Communist Party was
ea.ﬂed into existance by the Russian Socialist Federations, whereas the Com-
smunist Labor Party was the logical outgrowth of the fight within the Socialist
Party for Left Wing control. Tke Comn.unist Labor Party made many sincere
«afforts to unite with the Communist Party, while both were in convention, upon
2 bisis of equality. These offers for unity were denied by the Communist Party

for reasons not yet altogether ciear. T

he convention of the Communist Labor

Party, just before closing its deliberations, passed a motion extending a stan-
ding 'nvitation for Unity to the Communist Party, and instructing the national
officials of the Communist Labor to accept every invitation for unity upon

= bosis of equality from the Communist
4ng class organization.

Party or any other revolutionary work-

We look forward to many bitter words from spokesmen of the Communist
Party in criticism of the stand taken by the Communist Labor Party. We shall’
not answer in kind. The ofticial documents for themselves and inform the mem-
oership that we of the Communist Labor Party made consciencious endeavors
for unity. The demand of the Communist’ Party that we enter its convention
a8 individual delegates so that what were termed objectionable elements could
“he weeded out ef our ranks, could not be complid with by the Communist Labor
Party. Objectionable elements were just as prevelant in the Communist Con-

weuntion. Our invitation to the Communi

ist Party that the two conference com-

imi tees be named the joitn credentials committee to pas upon credenitals of
‘botr conventions was not accepted and our request for a joint session of the
#wo vonventions met a similar fate. More than we did to bring about unity

«onld not be done.

Ve request an earnest study of the proceedings of the Communist Labor
Party coivention. We call upon all Left Wing elements to affiliate immediately

wwith the: Commumst Labor Party.
p *
Minutes

Minutes of the Ieft Wing Caucus,
held Aug. 29, at 8 . M., the cvening
fsefore the convening of the Kmer-
geney National Convention.” The pur-
pose of the caucus was to decide upon
plans of action upon the floor of the
3 'mergency Convention,

A. Wagenknecht called meeting to
order and stated purpose.

A, Wagenknecht elected Chairmau.

H. B. Austin elected Secretary.

52 Delegates present,

Keports from various states were
fad.
Motion carried: that all persons

whe are not delegates be excluded
from the meeting.

Statement of National Left Wing
Louncil concerning their attitude to-
wards the new Communist Party, read
iy €. E. Ruthenberg.

Motion carried; that those present
‘hereby agree to ahide by the de-
«issionsof the caucus or mnotify the
<hairman if they intend to act other-
wise.

John Reed made statement regard-
jing the National Left Wing Council.

Motion ecarried that we proceed to
outline a program of action for par-
tieipation in the National Emmer-
gency Convention and that mo other
business be considered.

Motion that Ruthenberg’s statement
be accepted as basis for such a
program, lost.

Motion carried that a committee he
appointed to prepare a program of
Aaection.

Committee eleoyted Prevey, Ruthen-
therg, Katterfeld, and Reed.

Report of Commlttee.

If the Ohio Delegates are admitted
to the Hall Wagenknecht endeavors
to ecal lthe convention to order.

If for ANY reason this cannot be
done, wo do act withdraw omn that
aeeount.

Chairman: Coldwell of R. I. Vice-
Chairman: Kate Greenbelgh; Seec’y.
Wolff of N. J—Ass’t. Witt of Ohio.

When roster of delegates is read
we make effort to inelude ALL re-
gularly elected delegates, but failing
we do not withdraw.

Lredentials Committee: Reed of R.
9. Zimmermann of N, J. Owens of
jll.—Sandberg of Il

When Credentials Committee reports
<we make this our minimum demand:
¢¢Dhio and all Left Wing delegates
against whom no contesting delegates
appear must be seated without further
contest.

Tf they are not seated we witlh-

draw and meet in our own hall for
aonference.
' We fight for the immediate seating
<f all contesting Left Wing delegates.
¥f all these whom our conference con-
siders entitled to seats are nat seated,
e withdraw and meet in our own
%all for conference.

Upon complotion of the permanent
organization our fundamental reso-
fution will be offered, and we exert
every ounce of our strength for its
adoptics. If we fail, we withdraw to
onr own hall for conference.

No one shall withdraw on its own
@nitiative. We stand or fall together.

T{ we participate under Geormer’s
voster, we do mnot thereby recognize

4he old N. E. C. nor Germer as Secre-

tary. We do it merely in order to give

ome last opportunity to the other side
in the effort to enforece the
«expressed will of the Party’s member-
ship to transform the Socialist Party
into a Party of Revolutionary Social-
dsm and to affiliate it with the Com-

%0 aid

munist Tnternatonale of Moscow.

Ttesolutions to Be Introduced Tm-
wera

wmediately Contested Delegates

arnted,

W hereas, the party membership by
wverwhelming majority elected as the
Wstiozal Eseentive Committee a com-
~ittee ropreqentmg the revolutionary
in the Socialist Party and
Delegates
«wommited to Revolutionary Soeialism

eIrments
aj<o elected International

~ud the Communist Tnternational, and
Frvther declared itself
~f#filiation with the Communist Inter-
wational, and

Whoreas, the National Xxecutive
*ommittee in expelling the Rrssian,
Tithnanian, Sonth Slavie, Ukrmman

"‘nnnarmn, Polish and Lettish Fede~

~otinms and the States of Michigan,
WWassachusetts, and Chio, and in. re-
#nsing to tabulate the vote on various

in favor of

referendums and in keeping the duly
clected National Executive Committee
from assuming office, did s> to eli-
minate the elements which stood for
uncompromising, revolutionary Socia-
ism, as expressed in the program of
the Left Wing, from assuming ecou-
trol of the pa)ty and to hold the party
machinery for thé representatives of
moderate  Socialism,
Therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that this
deelared its adherence
tionary prineiples of the Communist
International and to ecarry out the
wishes expressed hy the membersum
by referendum vote, declares the su-
spension ¢f the Russian, Lithuanian,
South  Slavie, Ukrainian, Hungarian,
Polish and Lettish Federations and
the States of Michigan, Massachusetts
and Ohio null and void and recognize
the new IKxecutive Committee of the
rparty and its national secretary as
the officials of the party, and in-
struet Germer and the old National
Exccutive Committee to immediately
turn over all properties and appur-
tenances of the National Headquarters
to the new officials.

Motion carried that report of com-
mittee be adopted in entirety.

convention,
to the revolu-

Motion carried that Coldwell Le
cleected as candidate for temperory
Chairman.

Wolf elected as candidate for tem-
perory Secretary.
Zitt elected as
sistant Secretary.
Harwood elected as floor
Floor committec elected:
Ruthenberg, Gitlow,
Reed.
Motion ecarried; that all matters
deeided upon by the floor committee
be acted upon as a unit by all
present.
The following were elected as ecan-
Adidates for the credentials committee;
Reid of Rhode Island; Zimmermann
of India; Petzold of New Jersey, Oven
of 1llinois and Sandberg of Illinois.
Greenhagh elected as candidate for
vice chairman.
Motion ecarried that eredentials be
handedto the floor committee by con-
tested delegates.
Motion carried that eandidates for
{temporary offices be made the no-
minees for permanent offices.
Motion carried that all present meet
at 9.30 in the convention Hall.
Meeting declared adjourned.
Respectfully submitted;
E, B. Austin Jr.
Secratary of Caucus.

candidate for as-

leader.
Richardson,
Katterfeld and

Minutes of the Left Wing Caucus
of August 30, 1919,

This ecaucus was held immediately
after the police, directed by Adolph
Germer, had thrown all Left Wing
delegates out of the convention hall,
and it was learned that admission to
the Convention hall was by ¢‘white
card’’ issued personally by Adolpn
Germer.

It was decided by regular action
that those Left Wing delegates po-
ssessing the (Germer) white cards of
admission to the Ewergeney Conven-
tion be instructed to attend the con-
vention sessions and that Comrade
Zimmerman, of Indiana act as floor-
leader to carry out the program adop-
ted last night.

A motion was offered to request
ihe new N, E. C. to draft a statement
to be issued to delegates. Amended
to elect three additional comrades to
aet in conjunetion with the N. E. C.
Both motion and amendment carried
and Comrades Boudin, Reed, Baker and
Bedacht were elected by unanimous
vote.

Scssion adjourned at 10,30 P. M.
Lawrence A. Zitt.
Secretary.

This meeting was one of contested
delegates, other Left Wing delegates
having secured ‘‘white cards’’ and
seats upon convention floor.

Session convened at 3.30 p. m. as a
meeting of contested delegates only.
Comrades holding the white cards of
admission were instrncted to attend
ithe. convention session upstairs..

Comrade Xatterfeld reported on the
operations of the right-wing steam
roller delaying action in the contes-
ted delegates.

It was decide to elect an Advisory
Committee of three to consider the
best method of presentation of the
the individual claims for seats in the
convention. Comradés Talbert, Taylox,
Wagenknecht, were chosen.

All contested delegates were instruec-
ted tc appear before this committee

mmmiediately after this session.

It- was moved to send the creden-
tials of all Left Wing delegates io
the Convention thru a Special Com-
mittee and amended that one repre-
sentative of each delegation contested
should accompany the Special Com-
mittee,

A motion was passed to the effect
that no speeches other than the mere
presentation of facts be offered be-
fore the Contest Committee of the
Germer convention.

It was agreed to hold a short eau-
cus session 1mme(11atelv after the af-
ternoon session of the convention.

Decided to eleet a committee of
five to draft a tentative order of
bussciness for the first meeting of the
new grouping. Comrades Lloyd, Reed,
¥itlow, Bedacht, Katterfeld and Bou-
din were nominated. All were elected.

Session adjourned.

Lawrence A. Zitt.
Secretary.

Convened at 6.40 p. m.

Cowmrade Wolf reported in detail on
the promised progress of the Contest
committee, and the order in which the
contest would be considered. It was
shown that all the delegates of Cali-
fornia were contested, one from Illi-
nois, and JTowa, two from XKansas3,
w1l from Minn.,, Nebraska, Oregon,
one from W, Va. "all from ‘Washington,
N. Y. one, Pa. one, Utah all and Wy-
aming one.

It was moved to instruet Comrade
Harwood to present all credeuntials
of contested delegates to the Contest
Committee, or to Secretary Germer.

Motion carried.

It was decided to instruet our de-
legates to leave the Convention Hali
immediately if Convention attempts to
transaet other business or to adjourn
before the final report of the Contest
Committee, and to gather in the cau-
cus room below.

Session adjourned.
Lawrence A. Zitt.
Secretary.

'lluq meeting was held immediately
after the paclxed convention called to
crder by Adolph Germer, decided to
transact Convention husqmess withiout
first rendering decision as to contes-
ted delegates.

Mmutee of the cancus of delegates
unseated and those leaving the cmer-
gency Convention, held Aug. 31.

(lalled to order by Wagenknecht at
2,20 P. M.

Crimmons
chairman.

Motion offered to elect a committee
of three to draft a ktatement to the
delegates seated in  the  Germer
cenvention (action interupted to allow
a reading of the prepared statement.)
Amended to refer statement back to
the N, I. C. and the additional mem-
hers,

Amendment carried.

It was decided to allow three de-
lagates from Cook County Left. Wing
(*onwn’non to sit in this caucus w1tn
the privelege of a voice, carried.

Motion to request the new. NuE.:
to-openthe Emefgency Convention thn;
afternoon at 5 P. M.

Carney made a report that the Germer
converniion had discovered that it ean
seat all contested delegates excluding
those from Ohio and some from New
York and yet control the convemtion—
and that it had decided to do so.

The committee to redraft a stat-
ement offered its report, which was
adepted.

TO TUHE DELEGATES.

We, duly elceted delegates of the
membership of the Socialist Party,
have participated in this Conventmn
in order to be able to appeal directly
to the delegates on the fleor of tke
Convention.

of New York chosen

We call the attention of the dele-
gates to the following facts: ]
In order solely to retain office,

without adequate reason, the Nutional
JTixecutive Committee did suspend se-
ven foreign language federations, with
a membership -of 35.000, and expelled
the states of Michigan, Massachusetts
and Ohio.

Tor the same reason, the National
Executive Committee did refuse to
recognize the will if the Party mem-
Dership, as expressed in the referen-
Jum votes upon the election of Na-
tional Executive Committee, Interna-
tional Delegates, Internaticnal Secre-
tary, and the referendum upon the
question of affiliation with the Third
International, the referendum upon
the calling of the National FEemer-
gency Convention, and the referendum
to reverse their actions above alluded
to -— this last referendum being se-
conded by more than fifteen thonsend
members in good standing.

The National Executive Committee
did repudiate the overwhelming vote
of the Party membership to the
effect that they wvacate their offices
in favor of the new National Execu-
tive Committee duly elected to take
office July 1. 1919, and that they re-
fused to turn over the property of
the Party to the new N. E. C.

The organizing committee of this
body, without any reasom, did yester-
day morning refvse to gramt admis-
sion to delegates from California, Tlli-
nois, Kansas, Nebraska, New Jersey,
Ohio, Oregon, Washington, Florida,
Utah, West Virginia, thesz delegates
eing regularly elected delegates against
whom mno contesting delegates have
appeared at this conventlon, and most
of them representmor states which
have Leen neitber expelled mor sus-
pended.

Other delegates, representing alto-
gether the vast majority of the Party
membership, are contested by deleg-
ations illegally eleeted, representing
f,ocals and Branches whose member-
ship exist largely on paper.

We call the attention of the de-
lcgates to the faet that -when dulv-
elected delegates to this body attemp-

ted to enter the Convention Hall
yesterdav morning, they were for-
cibly cjected by the police, acting

under the orders of Adalph Germer,
former National Secretary of the
Party.

The action of the Committee on
Contested Seats, in refusing to con-
sider the case of the delegates from
Ohio, and the contesting delegates
from New York, on the plea that
they had been expelled from the Party,
ghows clearly that the ex-officials in
charge of this convention intend to

permit only their - own hand-picked

-|for further

delegates to vote upon such questions
as may be submitted to them. Con-
qLdemnu that through the exclusion of
delegdtes representing the great ma-
jority of the Party membership, it
15 impossible to bring to bear the
will if the Party membership in this
Convention, we hereby declare:

That if so far we have taken part in
this Convention, it is not bhecause we
have recognized either the Old Na-
tional Executive Committee, or Adolph
Germer as National Secretary, or this
Couvention as legal. We have done
it merely in order to give one last
opportunity to the illegal officialdom
in charge to submit to the expressed
will of the Party membership; which
is to transform the Socialist Party
into a Party of Revelutionary S0-
cialism, and to affiliate it with the
Communist Tnternational of Moscow.

What has transpired up to mnow
makes it clear that the Party officials
illegally in control 'of the National
Office and the Convention machinery,
are determined at all costs, and by all
means, no matter how foul, to prevent
the revolutionary will of the rank and
file from finding expression in this
Convention,

The action of this .official machine
in .proceeding to conduet further bu-
einess before the question of seating
contested delegates has been decided,
in violation if- its own previously
adopted rule, makes impossible our
further participation in this gathering.
Tt is our duty to ‘the Party member-
ship whieh has sent us here to with-
draw to another hall, where we will
be permitted to carry out the will of
the membership and our duty as re-
volutionary Socialists, free from the
interference of the police and the
dictation” of a corrupt and usurping
officialdom.

We appeal to all thoee who have at
heart the true interest of the Socia-
list movement in this country, and
the Social Revolution throughout the
world, to join with us in holding a
real Emergency Convention, which wiil
rise to the international emergency
confronting the world today, and
place the Socialist movement of this
country in the front rank of the re-
\'olntlonary march of the fighting
preletariat of the world.

CONVENTION CALL

The Emergency Convention of the
Socialist Party will be called to or-
der at six cleck this afternoon August
31st, in the hall on the first flocr of
this building.

EVERY delegate, is requested to be
present.

NATIONAL "EXECUTIVE

- ' COMMITTEE SO-
CIALIST PARTY.

A 'Wagenknecht, Secy Pro. Tem.

The motion to call the convention
was passed unanimously. °

The delegates then registered and
adjourned to 6 P. M.

THE FIRST SESSION OF EMERG-
ENCY NATIONAL CONVENTION-
CALLED IN THE NEWLY ELLECT-
ED N. E C.

Convened by Chairman Crimins at
6.30 P. M. Decided to rent the larger
hall in this building.

Adjourned to the larger hall where
the roster of dnlegateb was read,
showing 82 delegates representing 21
States.

Owens of Tllincis, elected Chairman .
by acclamation.

Prevey of Ohio, elected Viee Chalr-
man by acclamatlon

Zitt of Ohio, elected Secretary by
acclamation.

Austin  of XKentucky, elected Assi.
Secretary by aecclamation,

Lloyd of Tlinois, elected Sergt.
Arms by acclamation.

Decided to adort the order of buis-
ness submitted by the N. E. C.

Decided to employ a Stenographer
to record the proreeding of this con-
vention. Motion was passed to elect a
credentials Committee. Coldwell,
Carney, Bakcer, McSlarrow and Eng-
land were chosen and istructed to
retire immediately and report at
the earliest oportunity.

A motion was passed to hear the
report of the N. E. C. and the N. E.
Sceretary pro tem, but to defer action
until after the report of the creden-
tials committee.

Marguerite Prevey reported for the
N. E. €. on Party activities since its
eleetion and its seleetion of Wagen-
kunecht as N. E. Secretary pro tem. She
stated that the N. E. C. met for the
purpose of assuring the holding of the
emergency convention; ousted Germer
end substituted Wagenkneeht, can-
vassed referendum returns and de-
elared the following elected to the
new National Executive Committee:
PFraina, Hourwich, Lindgren, Ruthen-
berg, Harwood, Prevey, Lloyd, Batt,
Keracher, Nagle, Hogan, Millis, Kat-
terfeld and Wicks.

Also that the N. E. C. reinstated
the Russian, Lithuanian, South Slavie,
Ukrainian, Lettish, Hungarian, and
Polish Federations and Michigan and
Massachussetts:

Action was deferred.

Sec¢’y. Pro-Tem Wagenknecht repor-
frd on the developement of the ILeft
Winrg movement and submitted a fi-
nancial statement of receipts and ex-
penses since assuming the duties of
N. E. Sec’y.

Aection deferred.

Decided to consider communications,
but defer action.

1.) From State Sec’y. Dillon of
New Mexico, assuring us of that
states adherence to the principles and
declarations of the Third International.

2.) Greetings from the Y. P. S. L.
of New York State. )

Telegram from Sec’y. San Jose. Cal.
urging support of Left Wing Pro-
gram. National Left Wing Council,
sending greetings. - All ordered into
the records. )

Comirade Prevey reported in detail
on the Debs case and the fight for
his release, together with other eclass
war prisoners. It was decided to go
on record as assuming responsibility
action along this line,
and that telegrams be sent to Debs
and others offering assurances of the
continaation of our support.

Letter from Indiana locals urging
delegates to support Left  Wing pro-
gram and Elkhart endorsing the so-
viet form of government Ordered in
to the record.

at

A member of the Exeentive Com-

Lore,

mittee of the Italian Federation an-
nounced that his organization was
wholeheartedly with us and would af-
filiate with the new organization at
the first opportunity.

The Credentials Committee reported

(report attached hereto) in  detail,
showing  that 87 delegates were in
attendcnee and entitled to seats in

the convention. [t was moved and
carried that additional delegates to
the regular quoto announced by the
old organization should he seated as
fraternal  delegates  without vote,
Comrade Greenwood of Illinois was
seated as regular delegate.

The body decided to make the tem-
porary organization permanent for
the session. Comrade Prevey was gran-
ted by general consent the privelege
10 offer resolutions on Dehs and all
class was prisoners and to Mrs., Debs
assuring her of our sympathy, suvp-
port and hopeful activities. Resolu-
tions were adopted and ordered wi-
red.

The report of the N. K. C.
ceived and approved.

The report of the N. K. Sec’v. pro-
tem was received and approved.

Under consideration of the TParty
Situation Comrade Ruthenberg offe-
red the following resolution.

‘‘Resolved. That we hereby declare
the Socialist Party to be the Party
of Communist Socialism in the United
States, and that we extend an invi-
tation to all revolutionary working
class groups fo jein in the develop-
ment of this party of proletarian com-
munism, and

‘‘That we eleet a special committee
of five tc confer with a similar com
mittee from the Organization Com-
mittee of the Communist Party, the
National Left’ Wing Council, or the

was re-

Communist Party Convention, regarding

the immediate amalgamation of these
bodies, with our party to form the
Communist Party of the . United
States.”’

An Amendment to the amendment
was offered by Comrade Katterfeld
reading as follows:

““'t'he membership of the Socialist
Party in a recent referendum voted
overwhelmingly in favor of affiliation
with the Communist International,
thereby indicating its approval of the
prin¢iples of Communist Socialism.
This Convention = believes, therefore,
that it hus a clear man date from
the membership to transform the So-
cialist Party into a party of Commu-
nist Socialism, therefore be it.

Resolved: That this convention
clect a committee of five to confer
with the Organizing Committee of
the Communist convention and the
National Left Wing Council for the
rurpose of determining a basis for
amalgamation of the two bodies. ‘‘Au
amendment was offered to declare our
selves the Communist Convention of
Ameriea, and send invitations to al
others revolutionary groups' and to the
socalled Communist Party, to form a
rarty of revolutionary socialism. Mo-
tion for prev1ous Qquestion was lost.

Niotion “for previous  question was
lost. Later a motion for the prevmus
guestion was earried. A motion to
vote by roll call was carried.

The Vote on  the Katteneld
amendment was 54 yea and 22 nay.
A motion to proceed with the election
of the committee of five was carried.
Comrades Katterfeld, Wagenknecht,
Greenhalgh, and Bauer were
elected by ballot.

Motion carried that the committee
elected meet with the Organizing Com-
mittee of the Communist Pdrty to-
morrow morning and report back at
10 4. m,

A motion to odjourn was carried.

Respeefully submitted,
Lawrence A. Zitt.
Secretary
E. B. Austup

Ass’t. See’y.

MORNING SESSION
Sept. 1, 1919.

Minutes of the morning Session of
Sept. 1. Convened at 10.45 a. m. by
Chairman Prevey. Comrade Charles
Baker of Ohio was chosen chairman
of the day by acclamation, and John
Zimmerman of Indiana was elected
Viee Chairman by acclamation.

A motion to elect a committee io
arrange the financing of delegate
and the convention was carried. The

following comrades were electet: Tay-
lor, Richardson, Prevey, Llovd and
Wagenknecht. A motion carried in-

gtructing this committee to confer
with the N. E. (. with reference to
finances.

A motion carried that the resolution
offered by the Machinists union ow-
ning this building in re. to presence
of police during sessions of the Ge-
mer Emergeney Convention be recor-
ded in our minutes.

To the Delegates of the National
Socialist Counvention

Dear Comrades and Friends:

On behalf of the Die and Tocl
Makers’ Lodge No. 113, Interna-
tional Asscciation of Chicago, w2
prutest against the harboring and
use of police in this hall. This
hall is the property, as well as
the sanctuary, of a progressive
and militant labor organization,
based upon the class struggle. We
do not permit our members to
work under police protection; we
can not counceive how we can let
any meeting in this hall be car-
ried on under police protection,
when we as an organization con-
demn it and oppose it.. While we
are not represented in your con-
vention as individual members

or representative of an organiza-
tion, we nevertheless are . with
you in spirit. For all these reas-
ohs we can not let the police re-
main as your protectors, or per-
haps as your invited guests, with-
out submitting our deepest protest.

v

We call upon you. to take steps to
remove the police or make such
arrangements as will satisfy us
that you are not responsible for
the presence of the police.

We are not asking this to put
hardship on you, but for the best
interest of the socialist party and
the labor movement in general.

Yours for International Solida-
rity,

Executive Board,
Die & Tool Makers Lodge No...
113.

L. P. VANCE, CARL HARIG,

G. T. FRANCKEL, PAUL POKARA

A telegram received from Richmond

Cal. extending greetings to the Left
Wing Convention and requestion that
no compromise be made was ordered
into the record.
- A telegram réceiving from the Y.
P. 8. L. of Anderson, Ind. demanding
that all, delegates to the National
Emergency convention be seated, took
the same ecourd.

The minutes of the sessions of};
August 31st. were read and approved
after correction in re. New York State
Y. P. S. L.

A motion was passed that M. K.
Friedman, of South' Bend, Ind. be
seated as a regular delegate.

A motion requesting Comrade Fried-
man to -give information -concerning
the proceedings of the National Emer-

geney OCcenvention of yesterday was
lcst.
The Finance Committee anounced

the receipt of a coliection from tha
cudience amounting to $91.14.

A motion ecarried to adjourn for
one half hour, providing that we
reconvene earlier if the Confering

Committee returns.

Convention was reconvened at 12.30
p. m. The Conferring Committee re-
ported, presenting a communication
from the Organization Committee of
the  Communist  Party (attached
herto) and the Committee recommen-
Jed that we proceed with the regular
order of business until such ‘cime as
the permanent organization of the
Communist Party occurs.

Motion carried that every delegate
participating in this convention by
that aet confirms his dicision to re-
tain bis seat in this convention wuntil
4 definite decision is reached on the
final report of the Conferring Commi-
ttee. Roll eall vote showed following
result;—

Yen, 65. Nay, 9.

Session adjounrned until 3.30 p. m.

Respectfully submitted,
Lawrence A. Zitt,
Secretary
E. B. Austin, Jr.
oo Ass’b.
AFTERNOON SESSION
Sept. 1, 1919,

Minutes of the Afterncon session of
September 1st.

Convention reconvered at 3.50 p.
m. Tt was decided to proceed with
the election of committees. Elections
vesulted as felloows:—

Committee on International Relations.

Lore, Boldin, Bedacht Lleyd and
Christiansen.

Committee on Resolutions; =

Crimmins, Prevey, Broms, Firth and
Wilcox.

"'ommxttee on Constitution.

Wagenknecht, Dolsen, Owens, Austin
and Petzolt.

Committee on Platform.

1t 'was decided to suspend the rules
and combine the Labor committee with
the Platform Committee.

Reed, Richardson, Carney,
hahlg and FEngland.
Committee on Organization, Education
' and Propaganda.

Coldwell, Katterfeld, E. B. Smith,
Boudin and Greenwood.

Committee on Ways and Means.

Owens, Von Allman, Richardson, Ba-
ker and Wolf.

Committee on Socialist Press and

Publicity.

Jehn Reed, Gertrude Harmon, Jack
Carney, L. Lore and E. B. %mlth
Cemmittee ¢n Class War Prisoners

Prevey, Lloyvd, Swabeck, Sandburg.

The Oomm‘ttee on TFinance elecfed
at morning session, reported having
receiving $91.14 in a collection at
the morning session and $30.68 at the
the afternoon session. Report received.

A motion to suspend the rules so
as to amend the order of business
that the setting of time for adjourn-
ment and convening shall be the first
order of busness at each session, was
passed.

A motion to adjourn until 10.00 a.
m. Tuesday morning was declared out
of order by the Chairman.

It was decided to defer the choice
of candidates for nomination as Pre-
sident and Vice-president until after
the report of the Committee an Plat-
form and Labor shall have been
received and acted upon.

A motion to adjourn until 10.00 A.
M. Tuesday morning was passed.

Lawrence A. Zitt
Secretary.
E. B. Austin, Jr.
Ass’t.
MORNING SESSION
Sept. 2, 1919,

Convened at 11 A. M. by Chairman
Baker. Comrade Coldwell of Rhode
Island was elected chairman for ttre
day and Comrade Bauer of Cal. was
chosen Vice-Chairman.

A communication from Comrade C.
E. Rutherherg, annonuneing his with
drawal from our convention was read
and filed.

The Credentials Committee reported|3

Green-

favorable upon the credentials of
W. W, Cox, as a fraternal delegate
from the \mGerq International In-

dustrial Union, and B.
epresenting Texas.
in.

Rell call showed that there were
68 delegates present. It was moved
to adjourn at 1:00 p. m. to recon-
vene at l. p. m. Carried.

Comrade Owens offered his resigna-
tion from the Committee on Ways
and Means. Accepted and Comrado
Taylor chosen to fill the vaecancy.

The ecredentials Committee recom-
mended BSeating Henry Tichoner of
Missouri. Approved.

IT. Landerdais,
Action ' conecurred

-Platform Committee,

FFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMUNIST LABOR PARTY CONVENTION

While waiting for the report of the
the California
delegation to read their statement to
the Germer Convention. Ordered infto
the record, together with the fact thag
the Germer C(‘onvention ignored the
statoment by proceeding with regular
business.

It was decided to reconsider the ae-
tion of yesterday combinirg the Com-
mittees on Platform and Labor. Mo-
tion to divide the committee was
passed. Body decided to rename the
committee on DPlatform as the Com-
mittee on Program. Motion passed te
elect a Committes on Platform. Com-
rades Cliftord; Brown, Bedacht, Sand-
burg, T.ore, Jackman and Baker were

elected, and- instructed to return a
terse, clear, and revolutionary state-
ment of our principles and nothing
more,

Tne Committee on Labor and om
Program were combimed by regular ae-
tion, Motion to adjourn was passed.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Convened at 2. p. m. by the Cair-
man. Announcement that Com. J. M.
Brocks, of Jack Wade Alaska had
contributed $5.00 to our treasury.

Comrades Sedgewick and Lindgren
were appointed 10 take up a collection
and returned with ‘B#‘) 91. 1t was de-
cided to adjourn at 5:30 p. m. and re-
corvene at 10 a. m. Wednesday morn-
]nl"

. S. Smith of Warren, O., was seat-
ed as delegat in place of Dennison,
who was compelled to return home.

Greetings from branch 92, Work-
mens’ Circle of Chicago were read and
ordered into the record. s

The Committe con Press and Pub-
licity offered majcrity and minovity
reports, hoth reports were referred
back to the committee for further con-
sideration.

Contripution of then dollars from
Local No. 3 of Rutte, Mont., was an-
nounced and letter ordered into the
record.

The Ways and Means Committee
renderad a partial report whick was
adopted exeept the proposal to elect
a2 new committee to handie the funds.

The resolutions Committee reported
offering

Res. No. 1. in re. naming the party
‘“The Communist Labor Party = of
America’’. Motion to adopt the re-
solution was passed: Talbert voting
nc. .

Res. No. 2. n re. adopting the re- °
cogrized emblem of the Communist
parties of the world as the emblem of
THE COMMUNIST LABOR PARTY
OF AMERICA. Resolution was ap-
proved and emblem adopted.

Res. No. 3. in re. electing a committee
of five to consist of delegates connected
with the agricultural industry to draft
a program stating the aims of the
revolutionary agncn'tunl preletariat.
Motion to adopt was passed and the
committee elected. Lauderdale of
Texas, McSlarrow, Katterfeld, Hyde
and Iarman were elected the comm,{t-
tee. "

Ways ‘and MeHns Y"ani“"fftee “¥eport-
ed the .receipt of a. contribution of
$85.00 from Cottirade Smith of " War:
ren, (),

The question of ‘engaging I. W. W.
hall, 119 Throop St. south,at $10.00
pver day was considered and it was
decided to rent the same.

It was moved and passed that we
extend a vote of thanks to the
Machinists’ Union for their courtesies
and. - consideration during our stay
here. Passed by unanimous vote.

The Committee on Class War Prison-
ers offered its report, which was adopt-
ed hy regular action.

The Press and Publicity Committes
reported, considered and passed wpoa
seriatim as follows;

1st par. re. publishing a weekly
paper was passed.

2nd. Par. in re. Ddltonal policy be-
ing kept in control ‘of party was
pasqed

3rd. Par. in re. publishing a month-
Iy educational journal, adopted.

4th. Par. in re. joint conference of
editors aund party paper directors was
adopted.

Oth. Par. in re. publishing a month-
ly propaganda paper. Motion to adopt
Amended to read ‘‘semi-monthly’’,
Amended - motion adopted.

6th. Par. in re. establishing a labor
press association. Adopted.

7th. Par. in re issuance of monthly,
bi- monthly or quarterly leaflets, was
adopted. Motion to adopt the whole
repert was passed.

Moved to furrish the Constitution
Committee with a copy of this report
as adepted by the convention. Passed.

A motion to reconsider the actiom
to rent the I. W. W. hall was lost.

A collection of $42.91 for striking
cigarmakers, was taken.

Adjourned to reconvene at 10 a. m.

LAWRENCE A. ZITT, Sec’y.

E. B. AUSTIN Jr., Ass’t.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS.

This committec considers it to be their
duty to raise funds to defray the
immediate expenses of this conven-
tion, but does not think it has the
power to make expenditures of funds.

The Left Wing of Cook. County has

‘|arranged {wo mass mcetings; which
will be held tonight 'l‘ucsdaw Sept.
Znd, at West Knd Audltormm and

Old Style Inm, with speakers oi pro-
minence in the Left Wing movement.
At these meetings vour committes
expects to raise several hundred dollars
which will go into the treasury of this
convention. One Hundred and twenty
cne dellars huve heen thus far re-
ceived from delegates present.

Bills are now in the hands of this
committee, which must be met. Many
other bil lsg will come in from day to
day. Sincd we here must devise a
means of mecting the expenses of dele-
aates, who were denied seats in the
Germer Convention, we thereby call
upon every state delegation to furnish
thie Committee as soon as possihle,
with the following information: 1si.
How much money can this convention
expect from your state? 2nd. Is your
state in a pos1t10n to defray the ex-
penses of its delegates? 3rd. Did your
state send in the money raised thru
the sale of FEmergency Convention
Staumps? 4th. How much money ecan
this convention expect from the sale
of convention stamps?

CHARLES BAKER, Chairman.
L. F. WOLF, Secretary.

(Continued on page 3)
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Question of Unity

(Continued from page 1.) s

Out of the Socialist Party Convention, easily .controlled by the Right
‘Wing by ruthless manipulation, there have gathered in your Convention dele-
gates who for a large variety of reasons are opposed to. assoelatxonﬁ with the
Right Wingers. Many of your delegates left the Socialist Farty Conventiou
merely because they object to the methods of-those in control of the old
worganization. The leaders of your group have carried on their campaign against
the old party upon legalistie grounds. They have emphasized the guestions of
party regularity; they have asked for suppert upon this basis, not upon under-
standing and acceptance of Communist principles and taeties. .

There are delegates in your group who have made use of revqlutmnz‘wy
phrases without coneeption of the differences in prineiples and tactics whieh
meparate the Right Wing from the Left. There are delegate§ 'who are with you
because of personal grievances against the old party officialdom or against
the Left Wing officialdom. o o

One of your delegates, for instance, in his statement before the Socialist
Party contest committee, specifically repudiated ever having endorsed the Left
‘Wing or being in sympathy with it. There are de}egapes with you on the
‘basis of objection to ‘‘foreign’’ control, thus showing inablity to grasp the
first principle of Communism. Thinl of such an objection against au organi-
zation which is to be the American Branch of the Communist Internationai!

In the Communist Convention are to be found the representatives of the
«gonscious Communisy elements in this c¢ountry. In contrast to vour heterogene-
-ous bolting delegates, most of them without a mandate from any membership
for the organization of a new party, the delegates in our convention came
<clearly instructed to form a Communist Party based upon the prineiples and
tactics of the Communist International. ‘

It must be remembered that a Communist Party gains nothing by addi-
‘tronal membership unless that membership is consciously communist. Ours must
be a party closely united on fundamentals. )

In conidering our pronosal for a unity of all the delegates now in
‘Chieago who represent Communist groups, it must be kept clearly in mind that
-pur convention is absolutely bound by the Joint Call which accounts for the
presence of 125 delegates and 9 fraternal delegates in this eity. These delegates
represent 58,000 members, Their mandate from this membership is stated in
the Joint Call. Obviously our Convention is bound by the call which brought it
into existance. .

By this we do not mean to lay down any rule of formalism, To say
that we are bound by the Joint Call is only another way of saving that the
fact of our cogvention means a fundamental basis of agreement arrived at by
-discussion among these members Fvery delegate in our convention owes his
seat to the fact that cur Committee on Credentials has had placed before it
the documentary evidence of a membership mandate to organize a Communist

. Party.

Our convention would Tose its real meaning if every additional delegate
did not meet the same test. There is ncthing in the nature of an advenfuve
in our work. It has been deliberately planned; i is the calculated response
%0 the development of the Tieft Wing movement within the Socialist Party; it is
not an aecidental gathering of Socialist Party members who happen to agree
-at the moment that a new party might be the right way to give expression
-and force to the revolutionary Socialist movement in this counry, speculating

@8 to what response such sn oxperiment might meet.

are the only things that count with
me.”’

Debs is uncompromising. Yet, T ean-
not imagine a men more amenable to
suggestions, more tolerant of others’
views, more eager to exchange opi-
nions. There is no trace of ohstinacy
in his make-up When Debs feels that
he iy right he stands by his econvie-
tions. With him principles ard ideals
are treasures far greater than life
itself. ‘‘I love life, I love my fellow
men, I love my wife most dearly. I
love my mneighbors, and am a do-
mestic man by nature. During the
thirty-four years of may marriage I
can truthfully say that I have not
spent a night away from home ex-
cept when ‘traveling or on business.
Much as I love life and the things
that are dear to me, T am satisfied
in my conscience that I am in the
right. Free expression of opinion is an
inalienable right. X exercised that right.
I spoke the truth as I saw it, and
no power on earth can crush me. The
attitude of the United States Govern-
ment is mnothing new. Socrates took
the hemlock; Galileo the stake; Christ
the crucifixtion.”” A thought seemed to
ctrike him, and he talked of Lincoin,
the great kind-hearted man of the
people, and his attitude tcwards those
who differend with him, and those
whn criticised his administration. And
as he spoke one felt the cogency of
nis argument in showing how liberty
bhas been crushed. He feels that the
Jupreme Court of the United States
has sealed its doom in its interpre-
tation of the laws regarding the right
to the freedom of spcech, freedim, of
the press, and freedom of assembly,
and he takes the stand that he has
not committed any aet that needs
apology.

Spedking of his fellow political pri-
soners, he said, ‘““We will go out to-
gether, or remain together.”” Tt is a
qgucstion of prineiple, not of individ-

ual favoritism. Dehs is one of those
straigiht  forward, simple and sin-
cere men who hate quibbling and

detest legal techmnieslities. e would
unt barter his ‘imprisoment for free-
dom on a legal technicality and pre-
fers isolation, even death, to receiving
his releass on any other ground ex-
cept justice.

He ha¢ Jost. fourteen pounds, -at
his age, the loss of weight is dan-
gerous. I saw Margaret Prevey take
his emaciated arm in her hand, the
tears welling in her eyes, and with
matercal feeling, say, ¢ Gene, we
must get you out. You cannot. afford
to -lese any more weight.”’ e good-
naturedly repiied; ‘‘That is nothing —
fourteeen pounds of gristle, that is
all. This,’’ pointing to himself, ‘‘ig
nothing, It is the spirit that counss.
It is only my will to live that keeps
me alive. It is only for my comrade,
and the struggling proletariat, that T
live. Without that I eould not live.’’

Debs is old,.

This is our instruction from our Convention: that: every—additional:dele-
«gate must present his credentials to our Credential Committee in the same
““manner as° delegates already Seated.” This ‘instruction carries with it ‘the clear
implication that every additional delegate who votes in our eonventon must
meet the test which puts him on the same membership basis as the rest of us.
His vote in addition to the votes already assigned within our Convention, must
‘be in correspondence with the membership of the state or organization he
yepresents, ’

There are some delegates with ecredentials covering both the Soeialist
‘and Commuaist conventions, who have alecady been received for full participa-
tion in our Convention. Othevs whko have such ecredentials will be similarly
received through the Credential Committee. There may be other cases whica
‘would mcet the same general test in a dierent way, according to the principle
already stated.

Delegates from the Left Wing State or other organizations, that is
organizations which have adooted the Left Wing program, but have no creden-
tials or instructions from their rank and file to the Communist Convention and
who were not elected in opposition to the Clommunist Convention, therefore
Tail to participate as voting members of onr bodv, will be seated as fraternal
delegates This Committee will favor the exelusion, however, of delegates who
-opposed the Joint Call for the Commwunist Convention in favor of the Emer-
-gency Convention or who wers ¢lested on such opposition.

The total delegates for any stato or other organization will be reduced
by the number of delegates for such organization already seated in our
«<onvention.

B

ALEXANDER STOKLITSKY,
C. E. RUTHENBERG,
DANIEL ELBAUM
NICHOLAS I. HOURWICH,
J. E. FERGUSON.
Committe of Communist Convention.
Bept. 3, 1919.
(To this document the conference Committee of the Communist Labor
Party made the following answcr.)

Reply of The Communist Labor Party
To The Communist Party

. We waive anwer to the introduvetion in your statement because it con-
r‘«tamg no point of controversy, neither do we care to propagandize the Com-
munist Convention for we are sure that the introduction to your statement is
common knowledge among revolutionary socialists.

The Left Wing movement is not a child of a day. Left Wing movements
havg 9xisted in the Soecialist Parties of the world ever since we have, hadl
“Socialist Puarties. The only difference hetween the Left Wing factions of
‘today and those of hefore the war, is that the Left Wing factions of today
v}lat‘_re added to their fund of knowledge the experiences of the war and revo-
Jutions.

Immediately after the Russian Revolution
"the Socialist Party of this country beecame more pronounced, and graduvally
crystalized until a very large element in *he Soeialist Party accepted the Left
‘Wing position. This eventually resulted in the suspension and expulsion from
‘the party of a portion of the Leit Wing element by a reactionary official-
dor{l. VVheI} this definate break ocenred a conference was held in Chicago, at
which Fraina, Keracher, Ferguson, Ruthenbery, Stoklitzky and Stilson wero
present. It ws there agreed to carry on the flght for the Left Wing and its
principles within the Sceialist Party in order to rally all Left Wing forces for
a final battle against Right Wing control. ’ -

At this conference it was unanimously decided to divide the necessary
work to be done. The duty of making what is now called the “‘Legalistic
‘flght was given the Ohio State Office of the Socialist Party and it was agreed
‘that the Revolutionary Age should continue its propaganda for Left Wing
'domma‘r}ce of principle. Under these circumSstances. any criticism of our grouf)
of making a ‘‘Legalistie’’ fight is unworthy of those who make it.

The decision to carry on the fight within the Socialist Party was en-
dorsed by the Left Wing National Conference and again at the meeting of
the new national executive commitiee held in Chicago in July. Members of
your group, Fraina, Ruthenberg and others, there again agreed to this course.

‘Des.plt‘e these repeated decisions to cerry on the fight for Left Wing
control within the party, certain elements in vour group began to organiz‘é
a new party. We refer to the Russian Mederation —- Michigan combination
“which united not upon prineiple, but for the political expediency.

The Na:!gonal Left Wing Council, a creature of the National Left Wing
.-xconferencg, violated its instructions, was stampeded into joining this call for
‘the organization of a new party. -
The group we represent remained true to
‘thesp several Left Wing conferences,
National Convention of the Soeialist Party, and there made a decisive fight,
We sbzll probably never fiud ourselves in agreement with the tactic of ﬂopﬁ‘ing
from one position to another at the rate of nearly twice a week, in direct
‘violation of the mandates of higher governing bodies and agreements.

We agree that the sentiment of the membership in'a large organization
can never be definately gauged. However, the Socialist Party membership, by
a vote of abou?; 10 to 1, desid2d to affiliate with the Moscow International.
This would at least mean that by far greater majority of the membership
‘of the Socialist Party subseribes to the Left Wing program. The Left Winy
deleg_ates whq compose the convention of the Communist Labor Party, aro
unanimously :in favor of carrying out this decision of the party membé;shiﬁ.

(Continued on page 4.)

. Left Wing manifestations in

¢ all edicts officially issued by
carried the battle to the Emergency

maydie " At an
may die in prison for daring to
speak fearlessly according - to  his
light. With Debs the ‘cause of Soci-
alism comes first. Dramatically he rol-
led up his overall sleve, and pointing
to his ont-stretched, sinewous arm,
said, ““T would tap these veins aud
give my last bloed for my comrades

and our eause.”” The cold clammy
walls, the isclation. mean nothing.
The will te do right, the will to
bring about Socialism mean every-
tl.mg

Cne night while reading a legal
document in connection with his case,
Debs fell asleep on his hed of con-
erete, and dreamed of his fellow pri-
soners. They were all transported to
the village grocery at Terre Haute,
Indiana, — to Pete’s place. — Peto,
Gis schoolmate when he was a lal
Pete was kind and good, and the
gaunt and hungry prisoners were there,
aud Debs and Pete were talking.
end they =aid. ‘‘Boys, let’s eat.’’ And
the pies came out, and just as they
were about to ravenously munch them,
iene woke up — his legal document
¢till in his hand. Gene laughed as he
told this, for he knows that in these
days of swift moving events, in these
days when a great revolution is swee-
ping over the earth, and the proleta-
riat is hecoming master of the world,
that the realization of Socialisin is
at hand, that his dream will socn be
realized. .

““Tell the comrades mnot to worry
about me. Tf they will cast their eyes
towards Atlanta they will see a torzh
flaming in the sky, a toreh sbove
the dome of the prison heralding that
the glad day is at hLand.’”’

O

ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY.

Moved that the National Executive
Committee is hereby instructed to at
the earliest convenience possible enter
into correspondence with the Com-
munist and revolutionary parties of
North and South America for the pur-
pose of formulating a plan for hold-
ing a conference to discuss closer re-
lationship and the laying of the foun-
dation for a future Communist Re-
public of the Western Hamisphere.

REPORT OF CBMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE.

1. We hold that the land question
can not be settled under Capitalism.

2. That all land should be the pro-
perty of the workers.

3. That only use and oeceupancy
chould entitle the individual to land.

The committee further wishes to
report: .

We believe the question of the agri-
cultural worker and his relation to the
revolutionary movément in general,
and the Communist Iabor Party in
particular, is a question that cannot
be adequately considered and proper-
1y set forth in the short time at the
disposal of this" convention. Therefor
we recommend:

That this convention eleet a com-
mittee to take up the consideration
of this subject in detail.

That this committee draw up a
program  which it shall submit to
the National Executive body of the
Communist Labor Party at some spe-
cified time in the near future, to be
submitted to a referendum of the
membership of the Communist Labor

Party.
1

‘toto was amended to defer consideva-

k heart, and
T And e

form Committee report.

man of Indiana Viece-Chairman.

- It was decided to adjourn at 1:00
P. M. and reconvene ai 2 F. M. The
Minutes of Session held on Sept. 2nd
were approved.

The Chairman ruled that delegates
bolting from other econventions and
wishing to be seated in the C. L. P.
Convention must be regularly con-
sidered.

Greetings from Scandinavian: Com-
rades of Duluth assuring us of their
zontinnous support were received and
ordered intg the reeord. .

The onvention decided to instruet
the Committee on Press and Publicity
te securc reports of: the preceedings
of all Socialist Conventions being held
in Chicago and furnish copies for the
delegates. )

A motion was passed to reverse the
order and hear the report of the Plat-
form Committee prior to that of the
program dnd labor Committee. .

An action to adopt the report in

tion until copies ecan be furnished all
the delegates. Amendment passed.

A motion was passed that the report
of the Committee on Program and La-
bor be considered seriatim. The Chair-
man ruled that the only mattér before

form Committee.

A motion to adopt the same was
amended to consider seriatim. Pussed.

1. Adopted as submitted by the Com-
mittes. : .

2. Amended to read (Capitalist im-
perialism) instead of (State Capital-
ism). Amendmént adopted.

3. Amended to -change the word
(full) to (all) and insert (is taken)
just before the words (the Working-
class). Adopted as amended. Session
adjonrned.

ATTERNOON SESSION
Sept. 3, 1919,

teconvened at 2 P. . by the Chuir
man., It was deeided to adjourn at
6 T, M. The Credentials Committee
reported favorable on the Credentials
of Fannie Crowell ‘of Arkansas, Minnie
Rivkin of Ohio and A. D. Swarjessi
of [ll. These delegates were seated.

Convention resumed consideration of
the Platform Committee report.

4, Amecnded to substitute for the
paragraph submitted, the following:
('The Communist: Labor Party proposes
the organization of the Workers ints
a class, the overthrow of the ‘Capital-
ist Rule and the Conquest of Politieal
Powers by the Workers, The Workers,
organized as a ruling eclass, shall, thru
their Government make and enforee
the laws; they 'shall own and control
land, factories mills, mines, t.raug-
portation systems and finanecial isnti-
tutions. (All Power to the Workers.)
Adopted as amended..

5. Paragraph ordered aliminated.

6. Paragraph ordered eliminated. -
7. Adopted as read. .
8y AMetion to adopt was amended
to. insert the words ‘‘on~the politieal
field.”” An Amendment to the amend-
ment was' offered reading ‘‘Te this end
we asl the Workers to unite with the
Communist Labor Party for the Con-
quest of Political Power to establish
a Government adapted to the Socialist

{ransformation.’’

A motion to grand Comrade Zueker
the floor to read a_ statement of two
King’s County delegates to the‘('mn-_
munist Convention was passed, Zitt of
Ohio voting mno.

A motion Lo table the statement was
lost and a motion was carried to file
ihe communication, and prant the re-
quest of these two delegates to be
reseated. ) !

Rasumed econsideration of paragraph
8 of the Platform Committee report.
By general congent of the hody a sub-
stitute for the whole was offerad, read-
ing ¢*To this end we ask the Workers
to umite with’the Commurist Labor
Party and to make it their Political
expression in  their struggle for th.c
control of the Powers of ‘Government, "’
The substitute lost. 28 yea. and 41
nay. The amendment carried 46 yea
42’ nay. Motion to adjourn was car-
ried. ‘

EVENING SESSION
Sept. 3, 1919,

Reconvened at 7:40 P. M. and de-
cided to adjourn at 11 P. M. and to
reconvene at 10°A. M. Thursday Sep-
tember 4th.

The resignation of E. B. Smith from
the Press and Publicity Committee was
accepted and Comrade Swabeck chosen
to fill the vacaney.

Resumed consideration cof the Plat-

9. Amended to strike out the word
““and thus unite their political and
economic power’’ and substitute *‘in
the I. W. W, the one big union.’”’
Amendment to the amendment to in-
sert “‘and work together with the
Communist Labor Party for the de-
struction of the Capitalist State, ete.’
Both amendments were tabled and an
amendment offered to strike out ‘‘we
also urge the Workers to organize’’
and substitute ‘‘we also pledge our
support to the Workers in organizing
themselves on the Industrial Field.’’
A motion to table until after hearing
the report of the Labor Committee was
passed.

Comrade Cimmerman being absent
Comrade Gitlow was elected as Vice-
Chairman and a motion was passed
inviting Comrade Wm. D. Haywood to
address the Convention Thursday after-
noon at 3 o’clock on the subject of
¢¢Class War Prisoners’’.

The Committee on Program and
Labor submitted its report. It was
decided to consider it seriatim.
The declaration was adopted
read. )

as

Part Two.

1. Adopted as read. 2. Amended to
insert the word ‘‘effectively’’ just
hefore ‘‘oppose the will, ete.”’

3. Adopted as read 4. Amended to
eliminate the words ¢‘The break with
Germany.’”” A motion referring this
paragraph back to the Committee for
redrafting was adopted.

5. Adopted after rejecting an amend-
ment to strike out ‘‘Michigan and
Wisconsin and other states.”’

6. An amendment offered and re-
jected, and section  carried as sub-
mitted. | .

7. Adopted as read. 8 Referred back

to the Committee.

the body was the report of the Plat-|p

|wrords L the .officials of

beginnin with ‘‘Econom.’’ 5. Amend-

ed by sustituting the word ¢‘Com-

munist’’ for ¢‘Soecialist’’ and ,Eman-

cipation’’ for ¢‘Salvation.’’
PROGRAM

First four.sections adopted as read.
5. Amended by substituting for the
whole paragraph the following ¢‘Locals
shall organize shop branches to con-
duct the Communist Propaganda and
Organization in the Shops and Factor-
eis and to encourage them to organize
in one big union.”’

This amendment was adopted. Para-
graphs 6, 7, 8 and 9 are adopted as
read, Comygrade Coldwell of Rhode
Island voting ‘‘no’’ on the last.

Paragraphs 10 and 11 adopted as
read. )

The Special Conferring Committee
reported submitting a communication
from the Communist Convention and
their answer. The action of the Com-
mittee was approved, and committee
continued. Adjournment was taken.

LAWRENCE A, ZITT, Sec’y.
E. B. AUSTIN Jr., Ass’t.

MORNING SESSION
Sept. 4, 1919. :

Convened at 10:35 a. m. by Chair-

man DBauer. Decided to adjourn at 1
m. The Credentials Committee re-
ported that Caleb Harrison should be
seated in place of Comrade Cox, who
left the city. So ordered.
Coldwell’s resignation from the Or-
ganization, Education and Propaganda
Committee was accepted and Harwon,
Clifford - and Firth chosen to fill the
vacancies, '

Prevey was elected Chairman for the
day and Gitlow Viee-Chairman. The
Ways and Mens Committee were in-
structed to make a veport hefore the
end of this session, Minutes of yoster-
days session approved.

Resumed the consideration of the
Program (Committees report. Sec. 8.
(as redrafted by Committee) ¢‘The
political aection of the workingelass
means action taken hy the worker.s
to impose their class will on the eapi-
talist state.”” Adopted. s

A motion to reconsider paragraph of
Part one was lost. A motion to re-
consider paragraph 5 of section entitled
Program was passed. It was decided
to include the original -paragraph as
submitted by the Committee and. com-
bine it with that adopted by the Con-
vention.

The Program as amended was adopt-
ed as a whole. ,

The Convention econsidered the re-
port on Labor, seriatim.

Part one.

1. Amended to strike out the word
(“help}}-
2. Amended to strike out the words
“in the ranks of the 1. W, W.”’
3. Adopted as read.
4. Adopted as read.
Paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 were adopted
read. 4. Amended to insert the
2’, before the

as

EVENING SESSICN
. Sept. 4, 1919,

Reconvened at 7 p. m. It was decid-
ed to adjourn at 10 p. m. and recon-
vene at 9 a. m. Friday morning.

Statement in re. proposed interven-
tion in Mexico was read and adopted.

It was decided to invite the dele-
gates of the Communist Convention
to meet with us in informal session
regarcdless of the standing -of delegates
at 1 p. m. Friday afternoon. A com-
mittee of three was elected to proceed
immediately to the Communist Con-
vention and convey the invitation.
Reid, of R. I. Swabeck and England
were selected,

Session Adjourned.

LAWRENCE A. ZITT, Sec’y.
E. B. AUSTIN, Ass’t. Sec’y.

MORNING SESSION
Sept. 5, 1919.
Convened at 10 A. M. Dolsen of
California elected Shairman, and Bauer
of the same state Viee-Chairman.

Decided to adjourn at 12 noon.

Committee on Constitution reported
in detail,

Article 1, Section 1, Adopated as
submitted by the Committee. .

Article 2. First Three Sections adopt-
ed as read. Old Section 4 stricken out.
Section - 5 concerning the pledge amend-
ed in fourth line by striking out the
words ‘‘itsef into a political party’:
and substituting the words ¢‘Politically

and  Industrially’’, Adopted as
amended.
Article 3, Section 1. Amended by

changing the word ‘‘affairs’’ to read
‘‘policies’’. Section 2, Amended to read
thus—‘“The National Executive Com-
mittee shall be composed of five mem-
bers. Section 3 a, to read as follows
“‘The eall for the regular election of
members of the National Executive
Committee shall be issued on the first
day of December of each year. Section
3 b, The traveling expenses of mem-
bers of the N. E. C. in attending
meetings  of the Committee, and a
per diem not exeeding $6.00 shall be
allowved out of the National Treasury.
Section 4 of old conftitution stricken
cut, |

Artiele 4, Section 1 A, B and ¢ adopt-
ed as read.D striken out. F adopted as
read. ¥, G, I, T, J, X stricken out.
Séetion 2 ordered stricken out. Sections
3 .and 4 adopted as read. Seetion 5
stricken out. Section 6, 7, 8 and 9
adopted as read. Section 10 stricken
out.

Article 5, Section 1. Adopted as
read. Motion made and passed that
we elect our new National Executive
Committee immediately after the ro-
port of the special conferring Com-
mittee. Paragraph T, G and J. of
article 4 were ordered incorporated in
article 5. Article 6 stricken out. At
this point business was suspended to
hear the report of the Conferring Com-
mittee. Report received and Committee
discharged. Tt was decided to eleet:

words ‘‘the unions.””

The whole of the
‘‘Recommendations’’
read and the report
adopted as a whole.

Session adjourned ~at one o’clock,
after instructing a committee cowm-
posed of MeSlarrow and Richardson to
invite W. D. Haywood to address the
Convention at 3 p. m.

gection sub-titled
was adopted as
as amended, was

AFTERNOON SESSION
Sept. 4, 1919.

Reconvened at 2 p. m. Sang the In-
rernational.

A contribution to the Convention
of 10 dollars was received from ths
first Russian Communist Branch of

Chicago and their request for the first
charter was referred to the N. F. C. to
be elected.

It was decided to adjourn at 7 p. m.

The Platform Committee reported on
Paragraph 9 previously referred back.
After rejecting a proffered amendment,
the paragraph was striken out and the
Platform as previously amended was
adopted as a whole. .

A communication from  Harrison
George, No. 13158 Leavenworth, political
prisoner, was read. It was decided to
send this comrade our, greetings and
that copies of his letter be furnished
all the delegates.

A Communiecation from Com. W. D.
Haywood was received stating that it
was impossible for him to address the
Convention. Secretary instructed to re-
ly.

P }Et was decided to elect a Labor Com-
mittee of seven. Carney, Sprunk,
Bauer, England, Gitlow Swabeck and
Richardson were chosen, after ruling
by the Chairman that convention
rule covering the size of committees
applied only to convention committees
and not to permanent committtees.

The Committee on TUnity (Special
Conferring) was instructed to draft a
statement addressed to the delegates
of the Communist Convention and dis-
tribute them to the delegates.

The report of the Committee on
International Relations was read, con-

sidered seriatim and adopted as a
whole.

The report of the Committee on
Agriculturec was read and adopted.

Greetings front the Executive Commit-
tee of the Bronx Left Wing, urging
unity was read and ordered into the
record.

A communication from Com. J. van
Bentheysen, anent definition of ‘‘Com-
munism’’ was filed.

Comrade Sopher, substituting for
W. D. Haywood addressed the Conven-
tion on Class War Prisoners.  The
address was greatly appreciated by the
delegates.

It was decided to reconsider the re-
port of the Committee on Agriculture.
Report was referred back to the Com-
mittee.

The report of the Constitution Comn-
mittee was read and considered seri-
atim. :
Art. 1, Sec. 1, Previously cared for
by the convention.

Art. TI, Sec. 2 and 3, adopted as
read and Sec. 4 striken out.

Art IIL, See. 1, It was decided to
refer the whole Article back to Com-
mittee.

Art. TV, Seec. I, (a) adopted as
read, (b) amended to read ‘‘five-sev-
ents’’, (c) adopted ag read, (d) striken
out, (e) adopted as read, (f) 'and (g)
cared for elsewhere, (h) and (i)

a Committec of “Thiee “to “araft “an
historical statement on the whole
matter of unity. Wagenknecht, Swa-
beck, Coldwell, Richardson and Jno.
Reed were nominated and constituted
the Committee. A resolution by Com-
vade Katterfeld extending a  stand-
ing invitation to the Communist Con-
vention to meet with us for purposes
of Unity was adopted. '
Nominations for National Executive

Commitee were made as follows:
Owens, Bilan, Katterfeld, Crimmins,
Prevey, Bauer, Bedacht, MeSlarrow,

Sandberg, Carney, Lindgren, England,
Lore. Moved and passed that .can.
didates should rise and state their
occupation. Vote by ballot was taken.
It then was decided that the names
of the ten highest candidtes be re-
cubmitted to the Convention and those
recelving a majority of the votes
cast be declared elected. The Tellers
reported Comrades Bilan, Carney and
Katterfeld had received a majority.
The Chair declared these three elected
and a motion to proceed to vote upon
the four receiving the next highest
vote and the two receiving a majority
be declared clected, was passed. Com-
rades Bedacht and Lindgren declar-
ed elected as members of National Fx-
ectutive Committee. Session adjourn-
ed to reconvene at 3:30 P, M.

AFTERNOON SESSION
Sept. 5, 1919,

Decided to adjourn 6:50 P. M. and
to reconvene again at 8.

Communication from the Iixecutive
Committee of TLocal Bronx, of New
York Left Wing on Unity was ordered
into the record. Telegram to the same
effect from the 57th Dist. of New
York endorsing action of Zucker and
Linrl!gren was ordered into the re-
cord.

By general consent of the Conven-
tion it was decided to reconsider para-
graph 6 of Part 1 of the program.
Motion to strike at the work ‘‘direct’’

was  passed. Tellers reported that
Comrudes Owens and England wers

elected alternate members of the N, I,
C. Comrade Crimmins chosen Vigo-
Chairman to fill' vacancy.

The Committee on Resolutions re-
ported offering a resolution on the de-
finition of direct action and political
action. Same was referred back for
redrafting.

Ways and Means Committee reported
baving received a total of $164.67. Re-
port accepted and recommendations
concurred in.

Resumed consideration of the Con-
stituticn. .

Article 7, Section 1. Substitute Sec-
tion by Committee was adopted. Sec-
tion 2 and 3 adopted as read. The
whole of Article 8 was stricken out.

‘Article 9, Section 1. Amended to
read ‘‘National Convention of . the
Party shall be held yearly, ete.’’ Sece-
tion. 2 adopted as read. Section 3
amended to read ‘‘Regular Conven-
tions shall be called for May 1st.”’
Seetion 4 amended to strike out the
last sentence covering period of
time of Party Membership. Adopted as
amended.

Artiele9, Section 5. Amended to read
$3.50 per day in place of $2.50. Section
6-c amended to strike out the words
““to ascertain the number of uncon-
tested delegates and they shall per-
manently organize the Convention,’*
and to snbstitute ‘‘of all the uncon-

Brechtel of Pomeroy
and one from Chas. Litz of Sandusky,
O. $3.50 were received this week.

Executive Secretary.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE

Max Bedacht, California.

Alexander Bilan, Ohio,

Jack Carney, Minnesota.

L. E. Katterfeld, Kansas.

Edward Lindgren, New York.
ALTERNATES

L. K. England, Illinois,

Edgar Owens, Illinois,

LABOR COMMITTEE
Chas. Baker, Ohio.
L. K. England, Iilinois.
Benjamin Gitlow, New York,
R. E. Richardson, Utah.
Arne Swabeck, Washington.

INTERNATIONAL DELEGATES -
John Reed, New York.
A. Wagenknecht, Ohio.

Article 10, Section 1. Substitute the
word ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Committee’’
at the end of the paragraph.. Section
2. Amended to read ‘“‘No state or ter-
ritory may be organized unless it has
an aggregate membership of not less
than 200, etc.’’ and again to amend
‘“One Hundred and fifty per month’’
to read ‘‘Two Hundred per month’’,
Amendment carried. Section 6. Sub-
stitute section as offered by the Com-
mittee was adopted. :

At this point a special Committee
to draft an historical statement om
Unity submitted its report. Adopted
and ordered into the reeords.

Article 10. Adopted as read by Com-
mittee.

Article 11. Adopted as read by the
Committee.

Article 12, Seetion 1, 2 and 3.
Adopted as read. Seetion 4 stricken
out, and substitute section adopted as
follows:—Each foreign language
Branch, shall purchase dues stamps
from the City or County Committee
where such organizations exist, or
otherwise from the State Office. Such
purchase of dues stamps shall be re-
ceipted for upon a special form pro-
vided by the National Office. These
receipts shall then be sent to the re-
spective translator secretaries, who,
upon presentation of same to the Na-
tional Executive Secretary shall re-
ceive 15¢ for each stamp thus receipt-
ed for.”” Adopted as read.

1t was decided to empower the Na-
tional Executive Committee to suspend
the operation of this section until
Jan, 1st, 1920, Section 5-a, adopted =s
read. Section B, 2nd = Paragraph,
ordered striken out. Seetion 7. Strike
out the first half of the section. See-
tions 8 and 9 adopted as read.

Articles 14 and 14, Adopted as read.

Article 15 was amended by adding
a new section to he known as section
3, to read as follows—‘Any person
formerly a member of the Socialist
Party of America, who was at the time
of the Naticnal Emergency Conven-
tion of the Socialist Party in 1919
good - standing in that organization,
and who had signed the regular appli-
cation pledge to the Communist Labor
Party shall be considered a member
in good standing of the Communist La-
hor Party and shall not be required
to pay the One Dollar Initiation Fee,
as required in Artiele 10, Sec. 7.
Par. e. Adepted as read.

ENACTING CLAUSE.

Tris Constitution shall be in effect
immediatelly upon its adoption by this
Convention. It shall be enforced by
a temporary N. E. C. composed of five
members, to be elected by this con-
vention. They shall function as the
N. E. C. until regularly suceceded by

the N. E. C. elected February-March
1920.
Committe on Resolutions reported

a resolution defining Direet Action and
Political action:—adopted as offered.
Adjourned to meet at 8 P. M, Recon-
vened by singing the ‘‘Red Flag’’ and
‘“‘International.’”” It was decided to
elect a special Committee of five on
Labor. Fngland, Richardson, Baker,
Swabeck and Gitlow were chosen the
Committee,

Committee on Organization, Fduca-
tion and Propaganda offered its re-
port. It was decided to consider it seri-
atim. Pirst paragraph -is adopted as
read. Part 1 was stricken out, having
been cared for by the Press and
Publicity Committee. Part 2, on estab-
lishing a Publishing House was adopt-
ed as read. Sections dealing with
Lyeeum Bureau were approved as read
and the report adopted as a whole.
Supplementary recommendation, para-
graphs one and two stricken out,
having been cared for by other Com-

mittees. Paragraph 3 adopted as read.
Paragraph 4 amended by striking out

the words ‘“The 1920 Presidential elec-
tion’’ and substituting therefor ¢‘Class

War Prisoners are liberated’’. Adopted

as a whole as amended.
Amotion was passed instructing the

National Executive  Committee to en-
gage a ccmpetent editor,

It was decided ‘that Comrades Reed

and Wagenknecht be elected Tempo-
rary International Delegates and that
they act as International Secretaries
until our 1920 Convention.

By regular action it was decided

to discharge all Convention Commttees
which have fulfilled. their duties and
all others were instructed to report
to the National Executive Committee.

The National Executive Committes

was instructed to formulate plans for
a_ Pan-American Conference. Adjourn-
ed at 10:45 P, M. by singing Revolu-
tionary Songs and omit cheer for So-
viet Russia and all class war prisoners.

LAWRENCE A. ZITT, Sec’y.
E. B. AUSTIN, Ass’t. Sec’y.

0
Two lists, one from comrades J. A.
containing $3,

‘‘Herewith I enclose our bit to the

Ohio Socialist Press TFund fom the
Fiunish Branch of Warren, O.’’ Thus
writes comrade John Karhn. The am-
ount was $25.00. Some hig bit we¢ say
and we say it with appreciation too.

Comrade V. Popov of St. Lonis,

Mo. has heen busy with a list also.
$4.25 he sends in.

tested delegates.’’ '

Help the press fund grow.




Platiorm and P

rogram

Communist Labor Party

[K Platform

1) The Communist Labor Party of the United. States of
America declares itself in full harmony with the revolutionary
working class parties of all countries and stands by the principles
stated by the Third International formed at Moscow.

2.) With them it thoroughly appreciates the complete deve-
iopment of capitalism into its present form of Capitalist Impe-
rialism with its dictatorship of the capitalist class and its
absolute suppression of the working class. .

3.) With them it also fully realizes the crying need for an
immediate change in the social system; it realizes that the time
for pacleying and comvromise has passed; and that now it is
on!
theycapitalist or is taken by the working elass. {

4) The Communist Labor Party proposes the organization
of the workers as a class, che overthrow of capitalist rule and

the conquest of political power by the workers, The workers .

organized as the ruling =olass, shall, through their government
make and enforce the laws; they shall own and control laund,
factories, mills, mines, transportation systems and finanecial in-
stitutions. All power to the workers!

5.) The Communist Lahor Party has as its ultimate aim:
The abolition of the present system of production, in which
the working class is mercilessly exploited, and the 'creation of
an industrial republic wherein the machinery of production shz:),ll
be socialized so as to guarantee to the workers the full soeial
value of the product of their toil. !

" 6.) To this end we ask the workers to unite with the
Communist Labor Party for the conquest of political power to
establish a government adapted to the communist transformation.

Party and Labor Program

Part 1.
The Communist Labor Party of America declares itself
in complete according with the principles of Communism, as laid
down in the Menfesto of the Third International formed at Mo-

' §COW. .

In essence, these principles are as follows:

1. The present is the period of the dissolution and collapse
of the whole system of world capitalism. Unless capitalism is
replaced by the rule of the working class, world eivilization will
collapse. .

2. The working class must organize and train itself for the
capture of state power. This capture means the establishment of
the new working eclass government machinery, in place of the
state machinery of the capitalists. :

3, This new working eclass government — the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat — will reorganize society on the basis of
Communism, and acecmplish the transition from Capitalism to the
Communist Commonwealth,

Communist society is mnot like the present fraudulent ecapi-
talist democracy — which, with all its pretensions to equality, is
merely a disguise for the rule of the financial oligarchy — bhut
it is a proletarian demoeracy, based on the control of industry
and the state by the workers, who are thereby free to work
out their own destiny. It does not mean capitalist insti-
tutions of govermment, which are controlled by the great
financial and mdustrial interests, but organs of administration
created and controlled by the masses themselves; such as, for
example, the Soviets of Ruseia, :

4, The Dictatorship of the Proletariat shall transfer private
property in the means of produefion and distribution to the
working class government, to be administered by the workers
themselves. It~shall nationalize the great trusts and finanecial
ivstitutions. Jt shall abolish capitalist agrienltural production.

5. The Ppresent world situation demands ~that the revolu-"

tionary working class wovements of all countries shall closely
unite.

6. The most important means of capturing state power for
thie workers is the action of the masses, proceeding from the
place where the workers are gathered together — in the shops
and factories. The use of the political machinery of the
capitalist state for this purpose is only secondary.

7. In those countries in whieh there is a possibility for
the workers to use this machinery in the class struggle, they
Lave, in the past. made effective use of it as a means of pro-
paganda, and of defense. In all countries where the conditions for
a working-class revolutior are not ripe, the same process must

0 om.

€ 8. We must rally all groups and proletarian organizations
which have manifested and developed tendencies leading in the
direction above indieated, and support and encourage the working
class in every phasc of its slruggle against capitalism.

the question whether all power remains in the hands of -

___aristocracy to. combat, but “has" alwiye Wee
its power against the working class. This has resulted in the -

Part IL Ve

1, The economic conditions in every conntry determine the
18tm of organization and method of propaganda to be adopted.
1n order efficiently to organize our movement here, we must
clearly understand the political and ecconomic structure of the
United States.

2. Although the United States is called a pelitical democracy
there is no opportunity whatever for the working eclass through
the regular political machinery to effectively oppose the will of
the capitalist class. .

3. The years of Socialist activity on the political field
have brought no inerease of power te the workers. Even the
million votes -piled up by the Socialist Party in 1912, left the
Party without any proportionate representation. The Suprems
Court, which is the only body in any Government in the world
with the power to review legislation passed by the popular re-
presentative assembly, wonld he able to obstruet the will of the
working class even 1f Congress registered it, which it does not.
The Constitution, framed Ly tke capitalist class for the benefit
of the capitalist class, cannot be amended in the workers’ in-
terest, no~matter how large a mapority may desire it.

. 4. Although all the laws and institutions of Government
are framed and administered by the capitalists in their own
interests, the capitalists themselves rofuse to be hound by these
laws or submit to these
with these interests. The invasion of Russia, the raids into
Mexico, the suprression of governments im Central America, and
the Carribean the innumerable wars against working class revo-
Jutions now being carried on — all these actions have been
vndertaken by the Admiristratior with asking the cousent
even of Congress. The appointment by the President of a
Council of Nationa! Defense, the War Labor Board, and other
ertra-constitutional governing hodies without the econsent of
Congress, is a diceet violation of the fundamental law of e

publican government, The licensing by the Department of Justice.

of anti-Labor strike-breaking groups of employers such as
the National Security League, thc American Defense Society,
the Knights of ILiberty, the American Protective ILeagne —-
whose express purpese was theé crushing of labor organization
and all class activitizs of the workers, and who inaugurated in
this country a reign of terror similar to that of the Black

Hundreds in Russia — was entirely opposed to the principles of

the Americar Government.

Moreover, the War and its aftermath have demonstrated
that governing power does not reside in the regularly-elected,
or even the appcinted officials and legislative bodies. In every
State, county and city ir the Union, the so-called ¢‘police
power’’ is shown, to be superior to every law. In Minessota, Wis-
consin and many other states, so-called Public Safety Commissions
and similar organizations were constituted by authority of the
(rovernors, made up of representitives of Chambers of Commerce
and Employers’ Associations. which usurped the powers’of Le-
gislatures and municipal administrations. 4

6. Not one of the great teachers of scientific, Socialism
has ever said that it is possible to achieve the Social Revo-
lution by the ballot. ;

7. However, we do not ignore the value of voting, or of
electing candidates to public office — so Jong as these are of
assistance to the workers in their cconomic struggle. Political
campaigns, and the election of public officials, provide oppor-
tunities for shewing up eapitalist democraey, educating  the
workers to a realiﬁtion of their class position, and of dem-
onstrating the necessity for the overthrow of the capitalist
system. But it must be clearly emphasized that the chance of
wmning even advanced veforms of the present capitalist sysitem
at the ‘polls is extremely remote; and even if it were possible,
these reform would not weaken the capitalist system.

Part III.

1. In America, tle capitalist class h had a -feudal

¢ to concentrate

davelopment of rhe American ecapitalist eclass wholly out of
proportion to the corresponding development in other. countries.
By their absolute control of the agencies of publicity and edu-
cation, the capitalists have gained a control over the politieal
machinery whieh is impossible to break by resorting to this
machinery. 3

2. Moreover in America there is a highly-developed Liabor
movement. This makes it impossible to accomplish the over-
throw of capitalism except through the agency of the organized
workers.

Furthermore,” there is in America a
crganization of the ecapitalist class which is a wnit in its battle
with the working class, and which can be opposed only by a
centralized economic organization of the workers.

3. The economic condiiions. of society, as Marx foretold,
are pushing the workers toward forms of organization whiech

are, by the very nature of things, forced into activity om the -

institutions whenever they conflict:

centralized economie:

industrial field with a political aim — the overthrow of capi-
talism.

5. It is our duty as Communists to help this process, to hasten
it, by supporting all efforts of the workers to create a centra-
lized revolutionary industrial organization. 1t is ‘our duty as
Commurists, who understand the class struggle, to point out to the
workers that upon the workers alone depends their own eman-
cipation and that it is impossible to  accomplish  this
through ecapitalist political machinery, but only by the exercise
of their united economic power. : '

PROGRAM

1. We favor international alliance of the The Communist La-
bor Party only with the Communist groups of other countries
those which have affiliated with the Communist International.

2. We are opposed io association with other groups not
commited to the revolutionary class struggle.

3. We maintain that the class struggle is essentially a 4o-
litical struggle, that is, a struggle by the proletariat to conquer
the capitalist state, whether 'its form be monarchical or demo-
cratic-republican, and to replace it by a governmental structure
aJapted to the Communist transformation. e

4. Communist platforms, being bhased on the class struggle,
and recognizing that this is the historical period of the Social
Revolution, can contain only one demand: The establishinent of
the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

5. We favor organized party activity and cooperation with
class conscious indusirial .unions, in order to unify industrial and
political ~lass consecious propaganda and action. Locals and
Branches shall organize shop branches, to conduct the Communist
propaganda and organization in the shops and to encourage the
workers to organize in One Big Union.

6. The Party shall propagandize industrial unionism and
irdustrial union organization, pointing out their revolutionary
nature and possibilities,

7. The Party shsll make the great industrial battles its
major campaigns, to show the valuc of the strike as a. political
weapon. :

8. The Party shall maintain striet control over all members
clected to public office — mnot only the local organizations, but
the National ~¥xecutive Committee. All public officials who
refuse to accept the decisions of the Party shall be immediately
expelled.

9. In order that the Party shall be a centralized organi-
zation, capable of united action, no autonomous groups or fede-
rations irdependent of the will of the entire Party shall be
permitted. :

10. All Party papers and publicétions endorsed by the
Party; and all educational and propaganda institutions endorsed

- by the Party, shall be owned and controlled by the regular

Party orgsnization.

11. Party platferms, propaganda, dues and methods of or
guanization shall be standarlized.

_ SPECIAL REPORT ON LABOR ORGANIZATION

The purpnse of the Party is to create a unified revolutionary

-working class movement in Amervieca.

~ The European War has speeded up social and industrial
evolution to sueh a degree that capitalism thru out the world

. can on longer contain within itself the vast forces it has created.

The end of the capitalist sistem iz in sight. In Europe it is all
ready tottering and crashing down, and the proletarian revolu-

_ taons there show that the workers are at the same time hecoming
-conscious of their power, The capitalist themselves admiit that the

collapse of Enropean capitalism and the. rise of the. revolutionary

working:. elassc abroad scannot“help ‘Hut drag American ¢apitalism

into..the all-embracing ruin.

. In' this crises the American working eclass is faced an
alternative: Kither the workers will be ubnprepared, in which
case they will be reduced to abhjeet slavery, or they will be
safficiently conscious and sufficiently organized to save society
by :reconstructing it in accordance with the principles of
Communism.

II,‘ _—a_

1. By the term ‘‘revolutionary industrial wunionism’’ is
1weant the organization of the workers into unions by industries
with a revoluticrary aim and purpose; that is to say, a purpose
not werely te defend or strengthen the status of the workers
as wage earners. but o gain control of industry.

2. In aany mention of revolutionary industrial unionism in

this country. there must be recognized of the immense effect

upon the American laLor movemeort of the propaganda and
example of the Industrial Workers of the World, whose long and

valient struggles and hercic sacrifices in the class-war haver -
earned the respect and affection of all workers everywhere. We
greet the revolutionary industris] proletariat of America, and:
pledge them our wholekcarted support and co-cperation in their
struggles against the eapitalist class. Elsewhere in the organized.
Labor moévement a new tendency has recently manifested itseld,
as illustrated by the Seattle and Winnipeg strikes, the \One
Big Unior and Shop Committee movements in Canada and the-
West, and the numerous strikes all over the country of the
rank and file, whick are proceeding without the authority of the-
old reactionary Trade Unicn officials, and even against their
orders. This terdency, an impulse of the workers toward unity
for common action across the lines of oraft-divisions, if carried:
t¢ its logical conclusion would inevitably lead to workers con-
trol of industry. ‘

3. This revolt of the rank and file must not he alowed:
to end in the discrganization of the ranks of organized labor..
We must help to keep the workers together, and through rank
and file control of the Unions, assist the process of uniting alk

workers in One Big Union.

4. With this purpose in view, the Communist Labor Party
welcomes and supports, in whatever labor organization found,.
any tendency toward revolutionary industrial unionism. We urge-
all our members to join irdustrial unions. Where the job-controk
of the reactionary craft-unions compels them to become members.
of these craft-unions, they shall also join an industrial orga- '
nization, if one exists. In districts where there are no industriak
unions, our membess shall take steps to organize onme.

IiL.

To Labor and Labor alone is industry responsible. Whit-
out the power of Labor, industry could not function. The need
of the hour is that L.abor recognize the necessity of organizatiom
and education, This cannot be achieved by attempting to influ-
ence the leaders of the Labor movement, as has ‘been clearly
shown by the actions of the recent Convention of the American
Federation of Labor. It can only be done by getting the wor-
kers on the job to come together and discuss the vital problems-
of industry.

3. Because of the industrial crisis created by the World:
War, together with the break-down of indnstry following the
cessation of hostilities, and the interruption of the processes-
of exchange and distribution, there is great dissatisfaction among
the workers. But they can find no means of dealing with - the
situation. Their Unions have refused to take any steps to meck
the grave yprohlems of teday; and moreover they obstruct
all efforts of the rank and file to find some way by which the
becomes immediately necessary to find some way by which the
workers can act ‘

4. We suggest that some plan of labor organization be in--
nugurated along the lines of the Shop Steward and Shop Coni--
mittee movements. These Committees can serve as a spur or
check upon the officials of the Unions; they will necessarily
reflect the spirit and wishes of the ranly and filo, and wiil
educate the workers an the job in prepar%tion for the taking:
ever of industry.

RECOMMENDATIONS

We recommend the following measures:

. I That aii Loeals shall elect Committges on Labor Orga-
nization, composed so far as is possible of members of Labor
CUrions, whose functions chall be:

. a) To initiate, or support, the creation of Shop Committees-
in every industry in their district, the -uniting of these Com-
mittees in Industrial Councils, District Councils, and the Central
Council of all Industries. .

b.) To propagandize and assist in the combining of craft
iInions, by industries, in One Big. Union,

¢.) To bring together in the centers of Party activity —
Locals and Branches —- delegates from factories and shops tos
discuss tactics and policies of conducting the class struggle.

.. 4) To propagavdize directly among the workers on the
:JOb'thE.) prineiples of Communism, and educate them to a
realization of their class position.

e.) To find 4 common hasis for the uniting of all existing
economiz = and pelitical organizations pased on the class
struggle.

f.) To mohilize -all members who can serve as organizers
%0 fill the demand for men and women who can organize
bodies of workers along the lines -indicated above.

vl g To direet  the activities of ~local” "Part’y’ 'organizations:'

in assisting the workers whole-heartedly
b:}tt]esg and makiag use of these bhattles
equcating the workers.

in their industria}:
as opportunities for ©

2. That a National Committee on Labor Organization De-
electefl by this Convention, which shall cooperate with the locak
committees above mentioned. In addition, the National Com-
mittee shall be charged with the task of mobilizine nationab
support for strikes of national importance, and shall endeavor
to give these a politicul character. ‘

- a.) Tt shail colleet information concerning the revelut-
ronary Labor movement from the different sections of the-
:,pun}tr%, and é‘rnm other countries, and through a Press Service
to Labor and Socialist vapers, shall sspread this inf iom:
to all parts of the country. ’ r @ infermation

b.) It shall mobilize on a national scale all members who
can serve as propagandists and organizers, who ecan not only
teazch, but actually help to put into practise, the prineiples of
revolutionary industrial unionism and Comnuanism,

Question of Unity

fContinued from page 3.)
All actions of this convention must be in harmony with this membership de-
cision. The 92 delegates which compose this convention represent an over-
whelming majority of the Soecialist Party’s membership. The delegates who
compose your convention, in tpe, main are seperated from us merely because
of the fact that a few reacticnary officials kicked them out of the Party.

We have kept our joint agreements. You have violated yours. You
deserted us, you deserted the membership of the party when it needed you
most. It is therefore assuming much on your part to attempt to lay down terms
to us. Despite your inconsistencies, we now offer to meet yon to unite the two
conventions upon a basis of equality.

We see many inconsistent elements in your convention. We are, how-
ever, desirous of uniting all forces of communism into ome solid phalanx to
oppose both capitalism and the elements of reaetiomary bourgeoise Socialism.
We are sure that in the course of time, all inconsistent elements will drop
out. Considering thesz inconsistent elements in your comvention, yau can not
justly ecriticize any seeming inconsistent elements in onrs. .

We must refuse your demand to come into your convention as individual
delcgates. We are Left. Wing delegates regularly assembled in an emergency
econvention and have permanently constituted ourselves the Communist Labor
Party. We vepresent a permanent and stable organization. We' have obeyed all
agreements of the Left Wing conferences which were legitimate. We have
also obeyed the mandates of the revolutionary faction of the party member-
ship as expressed by referendum. We can claim at least as mueh eredit for tlLe
crystalization of the revolutionary elements among the Sociaiist Party’s
membership as your volatile and bolting groups.

We claim ours is the advantageous position, yet we are willing to meet
with you as equals. Unity can be eflected and should be effected, so that out
of the existing erisis, instead of two parties, each claming the right to affiliate
with the Moscow International, and each deserving that right, only one party
of Communist Socialism shall emerge.

Toward this end we propose: That the
shall constitute a joint credentials committee to go over the roster of both
conventions to see whether they really contain any irreconcilablé elements,
and if possible, to agree upon a joint recommendation tc both conventions.

Signed: KASPAR BAUER )
LUDWIG LORE
KATHARINE GREENHALGH
L. F. KATTERFFLD
A. WAGENKNECHT.

(The above arswer was unanimously adopted by the Communist Labor
Party Convention, meeting at 119 South Troop Street, Chicago, September
3, 1919.) 3
2

two conference committees

>
O
U

(We call especial attention to the definate proposal made in the last
paragraph in the above document. This proposal, to have the two conference
committees act as o joint credentials committee, was never given consideration
by the Communist Party.

The answer received from the Communist Party conference committee
follows:) )

Final Statement to The Communist La-
bor Party Convention By The Com-
munist Convention

The Communist Party Convention, in replying to the Committee of the
Communist Labor Party Convention, can take no account of the various
decisions of the groups which met at Chicago immediately following the
expulsion and suspemsions made by the old National Executive Committee
of the Socialist Party; nor of the agreements credited to the Left Wing
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National Conferenee, the National Left Wing Council, the. Minority group
of the Left Wing Conference, or the new Socialist Party National Executive
Committee, Each of these must and will answer for'itself.

This convention has no question about the rank and file of the Socialist
Party. The ten to one vote to join the Communist International is one of
the items which aceount for cur presence in Chicago to organize the Com-
munist - Party of Ameriea. Examination of the ballots in this referendum
and of our roster of delegates will show that it is our Communist Party
membership which cast the overwhelming bulk of these votes.

As to the charges of inconsistent elements in our convention, that will]
be tested by the program and counstitution which we adopt. We have absolute
confidenee that our convention will aet in clarity of principle without com-
promise. There can be no charge of inconsistent elements in our party if
the work of our conventicn shows agreement on Communist fundamentals in
prineiples, program of party work, and form of party organization.

We can only refer your dslegates again to our answer of September 3rd.
We appeal to your delegates to act on their individual judgment, not in a
false sense of loyalty to an accidental grouping in a body which represents
no membership organization. Some. of your delegates belong with us- by
mandate of their membership, and they must realize their responsibility
11;1 assuming at this erueial time to function directly against the Communist

arty. - ‘ ;

¥ Alexander Stoklitsky
C. BE. Ruthenberg
Daniel Elbaum™
Nicholas I, Hourwich

(A day after the above answer was received, the delegatés at the Com-
munist Labor Party Convention, thinking that a self seeking leadership was
keeping the two conventions from uniting, decided to elect a new committee
from the rank and file of the convention to visiy the Comunist Convention
with the following proposal.) : * X

(Signed)

Ny
Chicago, Lll., Sept. 4, 1919.

To the Delegates of the

Communist Convention,

Blue Island Ave.

City

Comrades:— )

The Communist Labor Party of the TUnited States in convention as-
sembled in the I. W. W. hall, this evening at 10 P. M., elected the undersigned
committee to proceed immediately to your convention and extend to the
delegates thereof a cordial invitation to meet with us in informal session at
1 P. M. Friday, September 5th, for the purpose of discussing the basis of unity
between the two conventions.

Committee*
JAMES P. REID
I. KX ENGLAND
A. SWABECK

-
U

(The answer given this special Communist Ldbor Party committee is
significant in that it proves the attitude of the Communist Party Convention
toward the Communist Labor Party Conveuntion. The only value the delegates
of the Communist Labor Party seemed good for in the eyes of the Communist
Convention was to serve as ‘‘special guests’’ or ‘‘fraternal delegates’’ at the
Communist Convention.) ’ . )

As to the proposal of the committee from the Communist Labor Party
to hold a joint informal session of hoth hodies, the Communist Party passed
the’ following motion: That we reply to this invitation that we have already
extended invitation to the delegates of the Communist Labor Party to sit with
us as speeial guests, while many of those delegates may qualify as delegates

or fraternal delegates. ‘
CHAS. DIRRA, Sec’y
Communist Party Convention
Morning Session, Sept. 5, 1919.

0

(Upon the last day of the Communist Labor Party convention, the re.
solution embodied in the following decument, was passed. The Yollowing day
the National Executive Committes of the Communist Labor Party met and sent
the following letter to the Communist Convention. Still in session. To date no

‘‘By mass action is not meant or implied crime sabotage, viol-
ence, or terrorism. Mass action by the workers would never take these
forms were it not for the prior action of the capitalist class and its
mercenaries in the use of crime, sabntage, violence, and unlawful me-
thods of terrorism against the workingclass, The strike, which is the
usual form of mass action hy the workingclass in industrial warfare, is
the mere stoppage of work by mutual agreement or simultaneous im-
pulse among the workers, a collective refusal to labor as a protest
against exploitation, it would in all instances be free from crime,
sabotage, violence, or terrorism, were not the political powers, now in

. the control of the capitalists, ruthlessly and savagely employed against
the strikers.’’

answer has been received from Communist Party ofticials to this plea for
vnity.)
FINAL COMMUNICATION TO THF COMMUNIST PARTY CONVENTION

ISSUED BY THE N. E. C. OF THE COMMUNIST LABOR PARTY.

5 Chicago, Ill., Sept. 6, 1919.

To the Delegates and members of the Communist Party,
Comrades:—

. AThe Communist Labor Party Convention by unanimous vote adopted
the following resolution:

‘“‘Be it resolved, That the Communist Labor Party extends a standing
invitation to the Communist Party to meet, on a bisis of equality, in a Unity
Conference, and

" That we hereby instruct our national officials and committees ‘to
accept every such invitation from the Communpist Party or any other revolu-
tionary working class organization.’’

The Convention has now completed its work and has adjourned. Obedient
to these instructions from the Convention the National Executive Committes
jof the Communist Labor Party addresses this letter to you.

. Comrades, the organization of two Communist Parties is a crime. We
“have made every effort possible, short of turning traitor to the member-
_ship that sent us here, to avoid. this deplorable situation. But our repeated
attempts to unmite all the revolutionarv Communist hosts seem to have been
thwarted for the time being by ecertain elements in your convention,

As far as we can discover, there is no fundamental difference of prin-
ciple betwesn us. The platform, program and resolutions that our convention
has adopted are uncompromisingly revolutionary. They conform to the Left
Wing program and are in striet accord with the principles laid down by the
Communist International of Moscow. We are affiliating with the Third Inter-
national.

We are confident that ihe great majority of your delegates and your
membership agree with us in this. Why then should we remain apart?

We hereby announce that we are ready at any time to meet your re-
presentatives to consider the question of urity on a basis of equality.

If certain elements in your Party make this impossible, we invite all
individuals or groups, who may agree with us in our desire to unite all the
Communist elements- of the United States into ONE PARTY of Communist
Socialism, to join forces with us.

All who agree on the fundamentals of Communism, all who desire to
affiliate with the Third Internationsl of Moscow, are welcome in the Com-
munist Labor Party. ’

Comrades, let us UNITE against our common foe.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE COMMUNIST LABOR PARTY
JACK CARNEY
EDWARD LINDGREN
MAX . BEDACHT
ALEXANDER BILAN
L. E. KATTERFELD
A. WAGENKNECHT, Executive See’y.

WE REPEAT—OUR INVITATION FOR UNITY WITH THE COM-
MUNIST PARTY IS A SINCERE AND STANDING INVITATION—SHALL
WE HEAR FROM THE NATIONAL OFFICIALS OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY?—ARE THEY DESIROUS OF UNITY?—AND IF NOT, WILL THE
MEMBERSHIP NOW IN THE COMMUNIST PARTY, ACT IN THE MATTER
AND VOICE THEIR DEMAND FOR UNITY DESPITE THE STAND TAKEN
B¥' Tl'i{‘EI'ITR NATIONAIL OFFICIALS?—LET THE MEMBERSHIP SPEAK—
RIGH owW! -

RESOLUTION DEFINING POLITI-
CAL ACTION AND DIRECT ACTION.

The history of all hitherto existing:
society is the history of class struggles..

The econfliet for possession of the
means of life has divided Society
nte two classes; the class who pro~
duce but do mnot own and the class
w{xo own but do not produce.

The Workingelass in order to gain
control of the means of life, have, by
force of ceonomic necessity been, ecom-
pelled to organize into their industrial
and politieal organizations, and wage
battle against the Capitalist Class, di-
rectly on the Industrial Field thru
their Industrial Organizations. (Direet:
Action) and indirectly on the Politi-.
cal Field thru their Political Organi-.
zations (Political Aection.):

The development of the capitalist state-
bas made it impossible to gain controk
of the medns of life by a direct
struggle with the ecapitalist class on.
the Industrial TField without inter-
ference by the eapitalist state. The-
refore the .struggle by the working -

class, . to achieve its revolutionary-
purnose — the ownership and control’
of the means of life — cannot be

ohtained without a struggle against
the state, and all struggles for the-
conquest of the eapitalist State are
Political ftruggles.

In order to differentiate hetween:
direct action and political action and
to clgrify the. confusion resulting from.
the improper use of these terms the
Communist Labor Party proclainis that
the term ‘“Direct Aetion’’ is not to be
confused with terrorism or violence, or

any other perverted meaning which

capitalist law makers have given this
phraze, but by it is meant such un-
ited aection by the Workers on the

job WPiCh they may use in forcing
concessions from the employing class
directly without the use of the eca-
pitalist state.

That by the term ¢‘political action’’
is meant any action by the industrial
and political organizations of the
workingelass which the organized pro-
letariat is compelled to adopt in its
struggle with the capitalist class for
the conquest of the capitalist state
and thru the proletarian dictatorship,
establish the Communist society.

(Signed)

Thomas Crimming
Margaret Prevey
Bdwin Firth




