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AFL, CIO Conventions Open But No

On the
National

Picket Line

Marvel Scholl

The future fate of millions of
American workers lies this week in
the hands of several hundred dele-
gates who are assembling in two
conventions—the AFL in New Or-
leans amid the vanishing splendor
of the Old South, and the CIO in
the seaside resort, Atlantic City.
From out of the committee rooms
and corridor caucuses of these two
meetings will probably come some
plan for the unification of the
labor movement. Labor peace is
the question which will receive the
most attention at both of the con-

ventions.

In view of existing circum-
stances it behooves the labor
movement well to watch those
conventions with an eagle eye.
For—after five years of fight-
ing, during which the rank
and file, and the secondary
leadership of both organiza-
tions have achieved a working
peace with one another—sud-
denly all the top leaders, with
the possible exception of
Lewis, are hot to settle the
fight and lie down together,
in the interest of “National
Unity” which can only mean,
National Defense.

L - -

IN ADDITION ALL OF LA-
BOR’'S MOST BITTER ENEMIES
ARE PRESSING FOR PEACE
WITHIN THE MOVEMENT.

. . *

When our enemies begin to
“help” us—watch out! When
Roosevelt, Willkie, Ford,
Girdler, Hillman, to name a
few, begin to try to help the
organized labor movement
find a solution to its difficul-
ties, then | say it is time that
the workers looked the situa-
tion squarely in the face and
reckoned the cost of any such
peace. For it will not be an
honorable peace. In all prob-
ability it will only be a peace
which will mean the death of

industrial unionism!
o e

The CIO reports close o 4 mil-
lion workers within its ranks—
four million workers who, for the
most part, were never organized
before, yet who have shown more
militancy, more aggressiveness,
more ability to go after what they
want and get it, than was ever
dreamed possible—in fact the mili-
tancy and the stick-to-itiveness of
these workers scared even the CIO
leadership into a program of con-
ciliation and backing-down. What
these workers have won has been,
in great part, in spite of their na-
tional leadership and not because
of it.

- . .
Is this great movement
then, to be discarded, cast

into the limbo of the past, in
order to achieve peace be-
tween the Lewises and the
Greens? Is that to be the
price the American labor
movement is ‘going to be ask-
eod to pay so that the govern-
ment can have a nice, acquies-
cent labor movement which
will take more kindly to regi-

mentation?
. .

Peace — YES. BUT HONOR-
ABLE PEACE. PEACE WHICH
WILL LEAVE INTACT THE IN-
DUSTRIAL UNION. PEACE
WHICH WILL, CEMENT THE
MILLIONS OF WORKERS WHO
VEED ORGANIZATION MORE
NOW THAN THEY EVER NEED-
ED IT BEFORE. PEACE ON
OUR OWN TERMS. PEACE
WHICH WILL MEAN VICTORY

(Continued on page 4)

i Local 289, Companies

Present Evidence to
Federal Commission

Last Tuesday and Wednesday an examiner and law-
{ yer for the Federal Trade Commission conducted a hear-
ing in the federal building in Minneapolis, on the citation
of the Commission against the Minneapolis Bakery Drivers
Union Local 289 and the nineteen Minneapolis bakeries.
Examiner Chantland and attorney Furnas represented the
Commission.

The citation was issued by the Federal Trade Com-
mission on May 27, 1940, against the union, its officers
and the local bakery companies,*
charging all with a “conspiracy to (st length, introducing the union
prevent peddlers and so-called in-|agreements for 1938, 1939 and

dependent route men or indepen-
dent bread men from obtaining
bread and other bakery products |
to sell either at wholesale or retail

[{1940. He showed that the clause

questioned insures a union stan-
dard of wages and conditions to

| bakery drivers, that it has no other

in said trade area.” significance for the union, and

The action was merely a civil | that it was inserted in the agree-
one, similar to hearings before the | ment over the objections of the
National Labor Relations Board.|employers.

The charge revolved around a| = &
2 | S the Commission
clause in the union agreement pro- | Employers told the

deai . |that no bob-tailers were working
viding that drivers be employees |~
of bakeries, and not “bob tailers” ™ inter-state commerce.
or independents. | - The government had almost no
DeBoer Chief Witness |evidence to present to support its
Harry DeBoer, president of Lo- ‘!citation.
cal 289, was the first witness and | The Federal Trade Commission
presented most of the testimony to | will return to Washington with the
the Commission. DeBoer testified | material gathered here.

State Board of Education
Continues Stassen Program

At its meeting last Thursday the four-member Stas-
senite majority of the state board of education took the
second step in what appears to be a long-range program to
dismiss summarily a number of members of the staff of
the state department of education, against the wishes of
Commissioner of Education Rockwell and the one liberal
board member, Mrs. Sarah T. Colvin.

At this meeting the board called®
in Harry Schmid, present director|by the civil service law, with the
of vocational education who took plan of dismissing them and ap-
the job of Eugene V. Carstater,| pointing persons amenable to Stas-
and asked him his opinion as to sen.
the value of the services perform-| Not Real Reason
ed by Miss Louise Muller in the| That the need for economy is
defense program. Miss Muller is|not the real reason for the dis-
senior research associate in the de-| missal of Miss Muller is shown by
partment of education, and ex-|the fact that, inasmuch as the fed-

Schmid could make no criticism of | salary, the total amount saved will
her work, but saw what was want-|be only $525 yearly. This amount
ed of him and recommended thatgh&; already been budgeted up to
“in the interests of economy” Shef.}uly 1, 1941, yet the dismissal is
be discharged so that the money'to take effect December 1, 1940.
appropriated for her salary could | SRR S A WD
be used for other purposes. Later|
in the day the board acted on P W f
Schmid’s recommendation and dis-| ay On Or
charged Miss Muller. | F'f M

Is Second Victim : l teen en

Miss Muller is the second de—]
partment of education employee to| Through 544
| be fired by the Stassen administra- |
| tion, which has now cleared the| Pay due fifteen members of the
idecks to replace all liberals in the o ' h o Union Local 544
| department with followers of the; for work performed by them for
;Stasson machine. It is pr»dictnd!the E. J. Doty contracting com-
that over a score more will walk'pany has been collected by them
| the plank. ; through their union.

The state department of educa-| After threatening to file labor
tion has contracts with the federal jjons, the union was able to get
office of education providing that| all parties together, and received
|all appointments to fc‘derally-aidedwla settlement of $350, payment in
| positions shall be made by the state| fy]l for the workers concerned.
board UPON RECOMMENDA-| 4
TIONS OF THE COMMISSION-|
|ER OF EDUCATION. Rovyal Lemon
| The state board of education ® b
violated these provisions on twol Wlll SIgn
occasions recently, in Schmid's|
|case and in the appointment of a| With 359
| supervisor of trade and industrial
education. The Washington office
has since approved an amendment,| The Royal Lemon company,
requested by the state board, elim-| manufacturers of soap powder and
inating the provisions which re-|other cleansing agents, are sbout
quire the commissioner to recom-|to sign a union shop agreement
{mend appointments. It follows|with the Warehouse Workers
that the board may now appointiL'nion.
individuals for all these positions| The agreement will specify the
without any regard for the wishes:m-hour week, 8-hour day, paid
of the commissioner. The state vacations, and pay for holidays.

those staff members not protectedjiue granted in some categories.

tremely well qualified for her job.|eyal government contributes to her|

board has asked for the names of Wage increases of as high as 50% |

TJC Locals
Plan for

Nominations

With the end of the year
approaching, affiliates of the |
Minneapolis Teamsters Joint
Council are scheduling their
nominations and elections of
officers. Among the unions
which have already set dates
for nominations are Locals
131, 289, 359, 471, 544, 664;
and 977.

The Bakery Drivers Union
will nominate on Thursday
evening, November 28th.

The Warehouse Workers
Union Local 359 will nomi-
nate on Tuesday, December
10th. Elections, providing
for two full days of ballot-
ing, will be held on Friday
and Saturday, January 10-
11.

The Milk Drivers Union
Local 471 nominates on
Tuesday, December 3rd,
with elections scheduled for
December 17th.

Local 544 will nominate at
the general membership
meeting Monday night, De-
cember 9th. On the same
date the Filling Station At-
tendants Union Local 977
will accept nominations.

The City & Sanitary Driv-
ers Union Local 664 plans to
nominate at the meeting Fri-
day, December 6th, with
elections scheduled to take
place two weeks later, on
Friday, December 20th.

Members of the Laundry
Drivers Union Local 131 will
nominate at their meeting
Thursday, December 12th,
and will elect on the second
Thursday in January.

————————————

CLU Sets Up
Political
Committee

| A union political committee rep-
| resenting the Central Labor Union
was set up by that body at its
meeting November 13th. The fol-
lowing were appointed by Presi-
‘dent Boscoe: Roy Wier, Gene
3Larson, R. D. Cramer, L. Boer-
| bach, Harold Seavey, Rubin Latz,
| Tom Pierce, Ed O'Neil, Mike Fin-
ikelstein, Ture Hendrickson, Peter
Olson, Clair Johnson, Victor Nel-
son, John Sollie, George Murk and
John Jones. The committee was
to hold its first meeting November
20th.

The CLU passed unanimously
the Teamsters Joint Council reso-
{lution calling upon the State Fed-
| eration of Labor to institute court
proceedings immediately for the
purpose of testing legality of the
Stassen labor law,

Organizer Wier reported that
inasmuch as the Marigold ballroom
was closed due to the storm, tick-
ets to the November 13th dance
would be honored November 20th.
Brother Selenski was -announced
as the speaker on Monday, No-
vember 18th, over WLOL at 7
p. m. on the labor broadcast. The
coming week R. A, Henning of the
Machinists will speak for the shop
crafts over WLOL.

Cab Drivers

Meeting Postponed
To November 29th

i

| Because the next member-
! ship meeting of the Taxicab
{| Drivers Union Local 958 was
|| scheduled for November 21st,
1‘ which is Thanksgiving Day, the ||
executive board has found it
|| advisable to postpone this meet-
|| ing to Friday, November 29.
All members take note.

|

-

Union Guard Will Stage
Dance-Turkey Round-up

This Saturday Evening

This Saturday night Local 544’s Union Defense Guard will
hold its annual dance and turkey round-up. Plenty of prizes,
lots of turkeys, g , ducks and chickens, and by Pete
Snapko’s union orchestra will be available. The Union Defense
Guard has a reputation for staging outstanding parties, and
this year’s Round-Up will be better than ever. Hundreds of
friends of the guard are expected to attend.

The affair will be held in the third-floor hall at 257 Ply-
mouth Avenue North. Tickets are only 25¢ which includes the
checking charge. Come up Saturday night and get your turkeys
and geese. Meet your union friends.

 Unity Seen

'CIO Resolution Would Guarantee Rights of Industrial
| Unionism—AFL Would Protect Jurisdiction of Crafts
| —Hillman for Unity At All Costs — Amalgamated
Clothing Workers Presents Resolutions to CIO —
ILGWU Back in AFL Convention—Lewis Will Resign,
Probable Successor is Murray—Some Unione May
Split from CIO

On Monday the AFL and CIO conventions got under
way at New Orleans and Atlantic City, with the question
of renewal of unity negotiations the major issue before
both bodies.

The executive board of the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers headed by the pro-war Sidney Hillman has adopt-
ed three resoutions and submitted them to the CIO con-
vention.

AFL and CIO
As Far Apart

— One resolution would bar mem-
bers of the Communist Party from
holding office in the CIO. It would
|amend Article IV of the CIO con-
| stitution by adding that “No per-

Launch Fight to

As Ever

The first day of the two labhor
conventions would indicate that
the AFL, and the CIO which
split away from the parent body
in 1936 because of the AFL’s

Save Sharecropper
Sentenced to Die

|
|
|

The poll tax, that device used by Southern landlordsl
|

to deny political liberty and democracy to Southern labor,

faces a new challenge in the nation’s courts. The Workers |

Defense League, non-partisan defense organization, has
announced it has entered the case to save the life of Odell
Waller, 23-year-old Negro sharecropper. Waller is sched-
uled to die on December 27th, charged with the murder
of his white landlord, Oscar Davis.

Waller was convicted by an all-¥—

e Hearing Ends
In Local 544

quently made up of businessmen
and landlords. The League will’
appeal the decision on the partial |
basis of the defendant’s “right to
be tried by a jury of his peers."f
As further grounds, the League

well

will cite instances of prejudice in| Last Friday afternoon the hear-|
the conduct of Judge Turner Clem-|ing in Judge Carroll’s court on mo- |
in self-defense. | Local 544 book suit came to a
Last summer Waller's white|close. |
for his share of work done on a|their closing arguments, Arthur|
tobacco crop which had been sub-|Anderson coming through for the|
the government’s crop reduction villification. Ay
program. Waller abandoned his The court has taken the motions |
claim and went to Baltimore to] ‘
seek work. and will issue its findings sometimvl
|in the future.
He returned from Baltimore in| S S
July to find that the landlord, Da-l Father of Tom
year-old mother, both of whom
worked on Davig’ land, and was .
In Florida
the wheat crop they had raised.| Members of organized labor
Waller decided to visit his employ-|
1€ man, a business representative of
took along a gun because of Davis’|the Milk Drivers Union Local 471,
repeated threats and his reputa-
é Ammerman, who died November
man” Gun carrying is permitted|q1th in Oxford, Florida.
lieves his life is in danger. | known
Beats Him to Draw | was city assessor from 1925 to|
plied to his request for his rightful |cent years. He suffered a severe |
share of the wheat crop with “I|stroke late in October, from which |
(Continued on page 4) |Th funeral was held last Wednes- |
{day in Oxford, Florida.
wife and five children: Francis, at |
Has Passaj | Akley, Minn.: Ross at Fargo; Cecil |
Local 544 learns with regret and Catherine (Mre. Scott Douglas),
also of Minneaplisz.o Tom last saw |
McReavy. Mr. McReavy was a vet- |
eran of the transfer and drayage|drove to Florida with his family
during his vacation. The union |
From the days of the horse
drawn wagon to the super-pow- at his loss.
em hauling, the company founded' 359 Stewards Will |
by John McReavy has been a fac- |
business. The stewards of Warehouse |
The wunion'’s association with| Workers Union Local 359 will|
the pleasantest. 25th, at the union hall. This meet-
Members of Local 544's execu- ing will take the place of the No- |
Monday afternoon at the Scottish postponed due to inclement weath-!
Rite Temple. : ]er and the Armistice holiday.

ent and evidence that Waller fired tions to amend his findings in the
landlord refused to pay his tenant| Attorneys for both sides made|
sequently plowed under as part of | finks with his customary burst of |
'and arguments under advisement |
Cheated Again
vis, had evicted his wife and 65-! =
Ammerman Dies
withholding the family’s share of
lsympat.hizo with Thomas Ammer-
er and demand satisfaction. He
at the loss of his father, Oscar
tion in the community as a “bad
by Virginia law where a man he-fj Mr. Oscar Ammerman,
Waller testified that Davis ro-‘lﬂ.’iﬁ, had lived in Florida in re- |
won’t give you a damn thing.” |he never regained consciousness. |
J‘ E. MCReaVV |  Mr. Ammerman is survived by &
and Tem of Minneapolis; andg
sorrow of the death of John E.
his father in August, when he
industry of Minneapolis.
movement commiserates with Tom
ered tractors and trailers of mod-
tor in the city’s transportation Meet November 25
John McReavy has always been of meet Monday evening, November |
tive board attended the funeral vember 11th meeting which was|
, |

Book Suit

opposition to the building of in-
dustrial unions in the basic in-
dustries, are as far apart as
ever,

I'ne CIO’s resolution commit-
tee has recommended that body
make neace with the AFL only
if the principal of industrial or-
ganization be accepted and all
CIO unions chartered in a new
united labor movement to in-
clude the railroad brotherhoods.

On Monday President Wil-
liam Green announced the AFL
would accept no peace in which
the jurisdictional rights of its
unions are threatened.

The two federations are thus
seen to cling to their original
and mutually exclusive formu-
las for peace.

{son shall be eligible to hold any
paid office or employment in the
Congress of Industrial Organiza-
tions who is a member of the Com-
| munist Party, any Nazi or Fascist
| group or organization, or any oth-
|er subversive group or organiza-
tion.

Unity at Price of Industrial

Unioniem

A second resolution on labor
| unity declares that “in this time
| of national and world crisis it has
become more than ever essential
to have a strong, vigilant and
united labor movement to protect
| the rights of labor. It calls for a
|single labor organization “‘united
upon terms whizk sacrifice none of
{the gains wor. by the CIO”; it
| instructs the incoming executive
“board “to resume negotiations
with the AFL and devote their best
|and most sincere efforts to unite

3,000 Honor
Floyd Olson
At Meeting

An estimated crowd of three
thousand gathered at the Olson
Memorial Highway and Penn ave-
nue last Sunday afternoon to give
homage to the memory of Floyd B.
Olson.
veiling of a large statue of the
late Farmer-Labor governor.

Robley Cramer paid tribute to
Olson’s courage and expressed con-
viction in the future of the Farm-
er-Labor movement.

Attorney George B. Leonard,
personal friend of Olson’s, traced
the governor’s rise from a poor
boy to head of the state.

The attractive monument, un-
veiled by Patricia Olson, was for:
mally presented by Chief Justice
Henry Gallegher of the state su-
preme court. Many speakers paid
tribute to Floyd Olson.

The statue commands a view of
the splendid new Olson highway,

in Minneapolis where he |and is located not far from the

north Minneapolis neighborhood
where Olson grew up.

The occasion was the un-|

664 Members,
Take Notice

The 90-day waiting eclause
that was written into the master
policy of Local 664’s insurance
contract is now in effect. This
provides that any member more
than 20 days in arrears of dues
will have his insurance can-
celled and will not be eligible
for any insurance benefits until
90 days after paying up all
dues, fines and assessments.

Special notice is called to
nomination of officers on De-
cember 6th. Any member wish-
ing to run for office must have
been in good standing for the
12 previous months He shall
also have attended at least one
meeting each month in the past
year.

Election of officers wiil be
held December 20th. Polls will
be open that day from 8 a. m.
to 9 p. m. Members failing to
pay their November dues will
not be eligible to vote in the
election.

the two organizations upon a basis
which will not sacrifice any of the
|great gains made by the CIO or
|compromise the principles for
| which it stands, but which will end
| the division in the house of labor.”
{  The third resolution, curbing the
{powers of the president, would by
| constitutional amendment consti-
(tute the president, the six wvice-
| presidents and the secretary an
executive committee that would
meet quarterly or oftener on call
of the president or a majority of
its members.
ILGWU Is Back

The numerically large Interna-
tional Ladies Garment Workers
Union for the first time in years
will be represented at the AFL
convention. This convention will
see a move to eliminate the one-
cent special tax levied to provide
funds to fight the CIO. The power
of the executive council to sus-
| pend international wunions will
likely be eliminated or restricted.

Lewis Will Resign
Addressing the CIO convention
opening day, John L. Lewis an-
nounced he would adhere to his
promise to resign from the CIO
presidency. From all indications
Philip Murray, Lewis’s first lieu-
tenant in the Mine Workers and
the CIO, will succeed his bushy-
browed chief to the presidency.

The AFL approached the pend-
ing unity negotiations with a cocky
attitude. The current AFL mem-
bership has just been reported as
over 4,250,000, an increase of 50¢
per cent over the membership fig-
ure when the CIO was suspended.
As the majority of the AFL lead-
ership supported Roosevelt for re-
election, the executive council
feels it has the edge over the CIO
at Washington.

CIO May Split

The CIO opens its convention in
a turmoil. The forces led by Hill-
man—the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers, the Textile Workers, ete.
—are for labor unity “in the in-
terests of national defense,” and at
| whatever cost to the industrial
{union movement.

There is a strong possibility that
these unions, together with the
| Rubber Workers and others, may
bolt the CIO unless the CIO capit-
| ulates completely to the AFL.
| Though Lewis will no longer

(Continued on page 4)
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Make Minneapolis a Union Town




The nomination of officers was
postponed by motion at the last
meeting until the meeting in De-
{ cember which will be on the 12th.
The action was taken because of
the small attendance.

. *

Page 2 THE NORTHWEST ORGANIZER TR SR QR
’ * = 5 Imperialist ClaSh ‘lo uilsn:uiupolia until. some time
Boss’ Letter Falls Mortuaries That Are Fair || Wikthe | lofonaitCish 52

The following funeral homes are classed as FAIR:

Anderson, Barney & Son, 3644 Chicago Ave,
Anderson Bros.,, 1117 East Lake Street |
Anderson, Henry W., 1839 East Lake Street |
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