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March 18th marks the 69th an-
« niversary of the Paris Commune.
On that day in 1871 the workers
in Paris overthrew the capitalists
and their government. It marked
the first time in history that the
working class of people held power
in a nation. Forty-six years later
the workers of Russia, drawing on
the lessons of the Paris Commune,
also threw out their bosses and

Launched to

NSP Boasts $1,000,000 Fund to Bre

National Campaign

Free

All WPA Prisoners

.

Organized labor throughout the United States will be
asked to support the campaign demanding that President
Roosevelt grant executive pardons to all the imprisoned
Minneapolis WPA strikers, the Central Labor Union’s
WPA Defense Committee announced this week.

The Defense Committee within a few days will send
letters to all International Unions, to all city central bodies.
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Send Strike Notice

"

Following a meeting last F

Local 131 on Tuesday of this week sent a registered letter

Launderers Institute, notifying them that the union was

131, has sent a similar notice.

The Friday meeting was ar-%
ranged through the Policy Com-
miftee of the Central Labor Union.
John Picago, representative of the
International Jrotherhood of

|
ft:mpluycr.s have seemed-to be only |
{a stalling for time with notl.inga
{definite offered in the way of a|
{compromise proposal. The Policy |

: 1 riday between the Laundry |
Drivers Union Local 131 negotiating committee and the |
laundry owners, during which no progress was made, |

to State Labor Conciliator Haney and to the Cleaners and |

rgn.ewing its strike notice. The St. Paul Laundry Drivers|
Urion Local 319, working in close cooperation with Local |

ak Local 160

Local 110 Official Testifies that Frank Miller, Northern

States Power Director, Boasts He Can Get Another

Million to Break Minneapolis Utility Union—Commis-

sion Hearing Reveals Company Threats Against Union
‘ Officials, Members—Goldie Says He Has Never Seen
1 Written Agreement Viclated So Often as by Company
| —Negotiations Open, Hearing May Continue Past
‘ 30 Day Period—Locals 110, 160 Prepared for Strike
| Action If Necessary

With the thirty-day “cooling off” period expiring next
| Monday, March 18th, hearings of the three-man commis-
{sion into the dispute between the Northern States Power
|company and its employees took a new turn Tuesday after-
[noon when both sides named negotiating committees which
held sessions Tuesday and Wednesday. Should negotia-
tors fail to reach a settlement, the commission is expected
to resume its public hearing Thursday.

was —+ The charge that Frank J. Mil-

ler, personnel director of the
Northern States Power company,

had boasted several times that

;2 Companles “the company had a million dol-

bankers and established a workers’ |and to all local unions in Minnesota, asking these organi- | Teamsters, was in attendance, but Probe to

government.

. . -

The history books don’t tell
us much about the meaning of
these events, but they are in-
teresting for every worker to
study.

The
took place during the ceurse
of the Franco-Prussian war.
Bismarck had defeated the
corrupt French government
and the French boss army.
Only the national guardsmen
defended the city of Paris
against Germany.

When it became apparent
that the Paris workers had
got it intc their heads to be
their own fate,

revolution in Paris

masters of
France and Germany declared
a truce, and the French bosses
sent the French troops to dis-
arm the Parisian workers. The
workers’ guns had been pur-
chased by popular subscrip-
tion, for the purpose of de-
fending their beloved city

against Germany.

* * *

The workers in Paris refused lul
give up their guns, and instead
turned them on their enemies at
home and drove the employers and
their government out of Paris to
Versailles. The Paris workers then
set about organizing their own gov-
ernment, the Commune—what the
Russian workers would call a So-
viet and what we in America would
call a Workers Council.

* * .

Under tremendous difficul-
ties, besieged by both the
French and German armies,
the Pariz Commune set about |
the task of setting up a work-

ers’ government, a REAL de-
mocracy for all the people.
Although the experiment last- ‘
ed only a couple of months,
the results cbtained by the
Commune demonstrated what
can be done by workers when
they finally decide to govern

themselves.
-

|

|

- - |

First, all delegates to the L‘om-‘l
|

mune were elected by popular ref-
erendum and were subject to im- |

zations to go on record in support of the campaign for
the freedom of the victimized WPA strikers.

The Stenographers Union Local #

17661 has placed the services of
a stenographer at the disposal of
the
tate getting out the letters.

Defense Committee, to facili-

544 Approves Pardon Demand

Committee for a pardon for all
WPA strikers.

Last Friday night Local 544’s
"ederal Workers Section, from
which organization many of the

At its general membership meet-  imprisoned strikers come, likewise
Monday night, the General approved a resolution in support
Drivers Union approved a motion of the drive for executive clemen-
to draft a resolution supporting cy for the 14 Minneapolis WPA
the campaign of the WPA Defense |strike prisoners.

ing

Strikers’ Wives Report
On Visit to Sandstone

An interesting report on conditions among the WPA
strike prisoners at Sandstone has been compiled from the
wives who visited their husbands at the prison last Sun-
day, the first day on which the Minneapolis strikers were

| business,
| park and directs you to the en-
| trance.

| narrow

permitted to have visitors.
Wives of all the WPA

the trip, with the exception of Mrs. Totino. The wives|

prisoners were able to make

express their deep thanks to the Central Labor Union’s

WPA Defense Committee and to
Miss Fose Seiler who made pos-
sible the transportation to and
from Sandstone.

The prison itself is deseribed as |

resembling a lone military outpost
in the wilderness, approached over
a bumpy, rock-strewn and narrow
road. The land surrounding the
prison is barren, flat and treeless.
At the approach to the prison, a
steps out and asks
instructs you where to

guard

Inside the building one can ob-
serve nothing but sky, rocks, soli-
tude and silence.

See Husbands
Only blood relatives are permit-

| ted to visit prisoners. Visitors are |
| told by a guard that there is to
| be no personal contact with the
ipriwnnra and nothing is to be
| given the prisoners.

The *“visiting room” is a long
corridor with benches on
either side. A guard is stationed
at each end of the corridor and
the guards’ chief concern is that
no prisoner be touched.

The WPA strike-prisoners were
alled in from the outside where

your |

»—
The correspondence regulations

are severe. They provide that each
prisoner can have seven approved
corresponidents, three of whom can
be friends outside the family. How-
ever the authorities have ruled that
no strike prisoner can correspond
with any friend wno has any con-
nections with organized labor,
which has distressed the prisoners.
Eager for Letters

The families of the prisoners
and the designated correspondents
are urged to take the matter of
| letter writing seriously, as it means
| 2 great deal to our brothers to
| receive letters in prison.

All the Minneapolis prisoners
are greatly concerned at the ill-
! ness of George Totento who was
suddenly taken ill with heart
trouble, and has been confined in
the prison hospital. The prisoners
again relayed their heartfelt
| thanks to the WPA Defense Com-
mittee for ail that is being done
for them.

Labor to
'Aid Blind

| Working agreements have been
iprcscmcd by the Warehouse Union
| Local 359 to the Wire Specialties
641 Northeast Cleve-
:land, and the DBoulevard Frocks

{ company,

lcompany, 510 1st avenue north.

I The union is demanding a re-
'duction in the work week, and up-
jward wage adjustments. Local 359
ihax several agreements that expire
{during March. Meetings of the
ivarious union sections will be held
{to draft demands for new agree-
| ments.

‘Warren Shade
'And 1859
'Renew Pact

On Wednesday morning the
agreement between the Warren
Shade company and the Furniture
Workers Union Local 1859 was re-
newed for another year, to expire
March 31, 1941. One wage adjust-
ment was made. The pact calls for
a 50c hourly minimum for the first
thirty days, and 55¢ thereafter. It
is specified that women workers
performing the same work as men
workers still receive the same
wage.

‘359_Renews
Pact With
Pliam Co.

The Warehouse Workers Union
Local 359 and the Pliam Linoleum
company, 1921 Washington ave-
nue north, have renewed their
working agreement for the coming
year. The pact provides for a
forty-hour work week at a mini-
mum hourly wage of 60c. Vaca-
tions are granted on the basis of

pany. The agreement will run to
February 3, 1941.

absolutely no progress was made.
A subsequent meeting Monday
with Lloyd MacAloon, represent-
ing the laundry bosses, was also
unsatisfactory.

In its letter to Haney, Local 131
recalls that its original strike no-
tice of last November

28th was |

|Committee of the Central Labor |
| Union has aitempted on two occa- |
|sions to bring the parties to Lhel
|dispute to an understanding with |
Ino avail. Also, a representative of !
{our International union has at-|
ftompted to intercede, with the
same result . . .

End S_aturday

The inspection of Local 544’s
books and records by agents of
the five plaintiffs was ordered by

lars to break the Minneapolis Lo-
cal 160,” was made last Saturday
{in the hearing by Dan Gephart,
vice-president of the St. Paul
Union Local 110. Gephart testi-
fied that Miller made this boast to
him, and had added “When that
i million is gone, I can get another

length of service with the com- |

mediate recall by their own con- | ¢

held in abeyance as the employers
then appeared willing to continue
further negotiations.

“We wish to advise you at this
time that the negotiations have
again broken down and we wish
to renew the strike notice,” writes
Loeal 131.

Employers Stall
“The tactics on the part of the

Area Committee,
Tobin Meet, Plan
Sioux City Defense

North Central Area Committee Confers with President
Tobin to Map Defense Against “Kidnaping” Charges
Placed by Sioux City Bosses—Aim of Frame-up Is to
Weaken Over-Road Organization—Sioux City Labor
Paper Calls It “Most Outrageous Example of Mali-
cious Persecution in 40 Years”

| “There are about 350 of our

members who would be effected by
‘la strike with this group of em-'
|ployers. The following people are
|representing Local 131 in their
I negotiations: L. Clair Johnson
|and M. B. Dunne of 257 Plymouth
|avenue aorth in Minneapolis and

Sol Juetten of 347 University ave-
| nue in St. Paul.”

|

f Aroused to the rotten injustice zpparent in the “kid-
| naping”’ charges placed against three officials of the Sioux
| City Drivers Union, and alive to the dangers which this
| frame-up holds for every drivers’ union in the area, the
| 14-state North Central Area Committee of the Internation-
| al Brotherhood of Teamsters held a special conference
]Friday in Indianapolis with- President Daniel J. Tobin.
| As reported in last week’s Or-®-
|ganizer, Howard Fouts, Ralph:
{Johnson and Charles Cunningham, |
!Locnl 383 officials, were arrested“
recently and charged with “kid-
]napinyz and holding for ransom.”
|Cunningham is free on $2,000
bail; Fouts and Johnson have been |
{denied bail and are lying in the |
| Woodbury county jail.

| Aimed at Over-Road Unions

justice hold up his head and

let there be no faltering . . ."”

Describing the circumstances
under which the frame-up occur-
;rcd, the Unionist states:

This Is What Occurred

“One morning last week three
truck drivers for a merchant of
| Havelock, Jlowa, were in Sioux
|City. Two of them were members
|of Drivers Union Local 383. The

| These arrests were the latest of
{a long series of attempted frame-
|ups designed to weaken and
{smash the Sioux City Drivers
{Union, an important link in the

{While going about their business
{in Sioux City these three drivers

IJud:.:e Carroll to end this Satur- |million.” Another member of Lo-

day, March 16th. The judge noti- |cal 110, McGrath, substantiated
fied the lawyers for the finks that | Gephart’s testimony.

|
the inspection, now in its sixth | Company Threats Bared

SRt : ; h Officers and members of Local
week, had gone on-long enough- 1110, appeating before thé commis-

It is understood that the plain- |sjon, testified to the countless vio-

tiffs will take about a week toilalions of the wunion working
prepare their case and then the |2greement on the part of the com
| pany; the company’s many efforts
to intimidate officers and rank-
and-file members of the union;

The sixth article on the series |the company’s threats to workers
“Behind the 544 Suit” appears on |to abolish their jobs if they con-
the editorial page. The article |tinued their union activities, ete.
deals with the background and his- |

hearing will continue before Judge
Carroll.

One Local 110 member, Ague,

| Havelock merchant has not signed |
|the over-the-road drivers contract. |

tory of the Associated Indepen-
{dent Unions.

57 Workers
‘Get $7038

iBack Eages

|

| Back pay amounting to $7,038

has been obtained for 57 employ-
|ees of six companies in this area,
|the regional office of the Wage-
{ Hour Division of the U. S. Depart-
ment of Labor reported last week.

The pay was due workers whose
employers were chiseling on over-
{time pay. Largest sums collected
'werc $3,671 for 12 workers at the
Wood Cenversion company in Clo-
quet, ard $2,590 for 16 workers
at the Twin City Bakery company,
Moorhead. All the restitutions
were made without the necessity
of court action.

Complaints of under - payment
and of other violations of the
| Wage and Hour Law may be filed
iin person or in writing at the re-
|gional office of the Wage and
| Hour Division, room 406, Post Of-
{fice building, Minneapolis.

977 Negotiations
Deadlocked Over

stituents if they failed to carry out l
the will of the people. Secondly, |
the wages paid these delegates
were based on the wages received |
by skilled workers and could be no |
higher. Thus, the temptation for a |
government representative to cre- |
ate bureaucratic control for him- |
self was eliminated. |
* . -

' some of the strikers have already |
| been assigned to work. Floyd Hur-
{ ley has been designated a painter;
| Ed Palmquist is a machinist; Max

Those were busy days. Con-
ditions among the masses of
people were terrible. Under
the heel of Louis Bonaparte
and later under the so-called
Republican order, heavy du-
ties were imposed on the peo-
ple to maintain the clergy and
the church. One of the first
tasks of the Commune was to
separate the church and state,
to discontinue all payments by
the state to the church, to de-

clare all church property state
(Continued on page 4)

| their union buttons.

they had been playing baseball. All
the men looked well-rested,
though a bit pale because of the
30-day quarantine period during
which they were subjected to rig-
orous physical examinations, intel-
ligence tests, interviews, etc., and
were unable to participate in any
recreational activity. The quaran-
tine period ended last Friday and

Geldman was designated a cigar-
ette-butts-picker-upper.

Generally speaking, the boys are
getting along nicely. They miss
the Northwest Organizer, they miss
They were
pleased to hear that Ralph Core,

imprisoned at the Parker Lake re- |

sort, not only wears his union but-

| ton but has a current March-April

button right now.

al- |

In Tag Day

Organized labor is one of the
groups actively aiding the United
Blind of Minnesota in their city-
{wide tag day to be held this Sat-
urday, March 16th. To be known
|as “White Cane Day,” the tag day

proceeds will be used to finance a IStorage, Minneapolis Cold Stor- |Western railroads.
{age, and the Marine Fish compan- |

recreational center for the blind
of Minneapolis.

The Minneapolis Central Labor
Union has offered the use of its
offices at 18 N. 8th street, which
will serve as headquarters for the
tag day. Numbers of union wo-
{men have volunteered to aid. Ac-
|tive on the Advisory Board of the
{United Blind organization are
;George Murk, William Sinnott and
{Guy Alexander.

Union members wishing to aid
in the tag day are asked to phone
{secretary Joe De Beer, Locust
6992,

544 Collects
Back Pay
For Many

Workers at the Booth Cold

ies received several hundred dol-
(lars in back pay this week as the
union enforced its contracts
against violations by the manage-
ments.

Workers at the Booth and Min-
neapolis Cold Storage companies
received about $200 for work they
were supposed to have received
but were denied, for the period
from June 1st to July 20, 1939.

A worker at the Marine Fish
company, who was laid off out of
seniority, received $23.40 for 36
hours during which he was off.

| 14-state union set-up. Behind the
{frame-up are the anti-labor truck-
|ing employers of Sioux City and a
|similar employers in the area, the

|had some conversation with other |
|drivers, members of Local 383,

land it was suggested that these
[three men go to the headquarters

[Sioux City Business Men’s Asso- lof Local 383 and talk the matter
‘ciation, their people in public of- over with union officers.

fice, the packinghouse companies,| “These three men went to the
|and the Union Pacific and North- |Sioux City office of Local 383.
‘ |THEY WENT FREELY AND OF

In describing the latest frame- | THEIR OWN ACCORD. The three

{up, the Sioux City Unionist (issue
|of March Tth) states:
MALICIOUS PERSECUTION

“This present case in Sioux
City is the most outrageous
example of malicious persecu-
tion that has come to our at-
tention during 40 years of
active participation in labor i
union affairs . . . Let no hon- |
est friend of justice stop to
cry over this case. This case
i. d 2 to IS £

L S
Let every man and woman

| Fouts, who is business agent of the
{union. The three drivers talked
| with Fouts, talked by phone from
{Fouts’ office with their employer

ready to go, accepted Fouts’ offer

to drive them back to their trucks.
* * -

“Nobody laid hands on any-
ibod_\'. The three drivers from
| Havelock were at all times as free
{to go and come as is any person
{who enters any office in Sioux

idri\'ers went into the office of |

at Havelock, then, when they got |

Preferential Shop

With the negotiations be-
tween the Filling Station At-
tendants Union Local 977 and
24 companies apparently dead-
locked over the bosses’ refusal
|| to grant the union’s demand for
a preferential shop, Local 977
announced that if its demand
was not met by Thursday, it
would send notice of intention
to strike to Haney and the com-
panies.

Local 977 received strike
sanction from the Teamsters
Joint Council last Friday night.
The union plans to appeal for
strike sanction to the Interna-
|| tional Brotherhcod of Team-
sters.

Other union demands cover-
ing the 135 station attendants
involved have been met. The
union stated that whatever
working agreement is won from
the 24 companies involved will
be enforced with all other com-
panies where Local 977 atten-
dants are employed.

;City. They came of their own ac-

who believes in honor and (Continued on page 4)

itesliﬁcd that a company repre-
| sentative told him he would be
|laid off in the spring if he went
|to the union to protect hiz seni-
ority standing.

The company’s desperate efforts
to refute testimony of the St.
Paul union as to the NSP firm’s
vicious labor policies were com-
oletely unconvincing. As startling
as was some of Local 110’s testi-
mony, it is believed that the Min-
neapolis Electrical Workers Union
Local 160 has still more shocking
facts to reveal should the public
hearing be resumed.

Officials of Local 110 testified
that Frank Miller, when attending
executive board meetings of the
union, had poured out his venom
on Local 160, villifying and abus-
ing its officers. It was stated Mil-
'er often threatened that “If I
can’t name the officers and board
members of Local 110, there won’t
be any union.”

Goldie in Brilliant Summary

Tuesday afternoon, when the
testimony was summed up for the
‘ommission, John Goldie, who is
wcting as attorney for the unions,
nade a brilliant summation. “For
a public service corporation de-
pending on the sufferance of the
oublic for its existence, the testi-
mony of the St. Paul employees
ras revealed that in the company’s
attitude towards its workers there
much of the master-and-
servant relationship,” said Goldie.
“In the thirty years I have been
active in labor negotiations, I have
never witnessed so many violations
of a signed agreement as the
Northern States company
is guilty of.”

Commission Is Fair

In the opinion of union officials
and neutral observers at the hear-
ing, the three-man commission
headed by Earl J. Lyons has been
scrupulously fair to both sides in
hearing the testimony presented.
In consideration of the just atti-
tude of the commission, the joint
union negotiating committee has
agreed that if the hearing should
continue beyond next Monday, the
unions will grant the commission
a reasonable time to prepare its
report to the governcr.

A suggestion last Friday by the
commission that the hearing be ad-

(Continued on page 4)
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Boss Papers Suppressed
This Report on Housing

Issued by Grand Jury

The employer-controlled daily press of Minneapolis,
acting in the interests of the Minneapolis Property Owners
Association, completely suppressed the report by the Hous-
ing Committee of the grand jury, made last Saturday. Be-
low we print excerpts from this sensational report.

The daily press sought to cover its suppression of the
housing report by secreaming all the more loudly about the
tie-up between vice and the city’s®
law enforcement as |
though it were news to any adult
that there are a thousand strings
binding together the underworld
and the government.

The exposure by the grand jury
of the almost universal disregard
of housing laws by greedy proper-
ty owners makes it easy to under-

agencies, occupied as living quarters in
direct violation of the laws of
the State of Minnesota and
the ordinances of the City of
Minneapolis, which prohibit
basements being used for liv-
ing quarters, except under
specific, stringent regulations.

We found several families liv-

stand why the tenement owners ing in basements which might
don’t want this report to see the be classified as cellars. Al-
light of day. though the inspection was
Jury Inspects Slums made in broad daylight and

The Housing Committee relates on days when the sun was

shining, there was need for
flashlights in order to find our
way along and through hall-

its visits to the Building Inspec-
tor’s department, the Health de-
partment, and the Fire Prevention
the vari-
and duties.

building

department, to learn of Ways . . .

ordinances
by
spector, the Committee made

ous rules,

in-|  “We understand the Health De- |
partment makes routine inspection
of certain business properties, as
for instance: Beer parlors, sa-
loons, restaurants, flop houses, ete.,
but apparently does not inspect or
inquire into the conditions of the
dwellings occupied by those un-
fortunate individuals who are com-

Accompanied a
sev-
eral personal inspection tours cov-
ering the area bounded by Cedar
avenue, Franklin avenue, Lyndale
North Broadway, Fifth
northeast and Fifth street

avenue,
street
southeast.

“We inspected many places and

interested in

were particularly pelled through circumstances over
that district which is commonly | hich they have no control to live
known as the loop area and the there and occupy such dwellings.
near north side and in all in- “Testimony of many witnesses,

stances, except two, found flagrant | 3yymented by records, indicate

violations of the Housing Code of | that multiple dwellings are not
Minnesota,” relates the grand geperally inspected by the Fire |
jury. Prevention Bureau of the Minne- |

Fire Traps Abound

“The most common type of vio-

apolis Fire Department; that in-
spection of buildings, including the

an ordinance requiring all owners
or lessees of multiple dwellings of
eight families or more to install
reliable electrical fire alarm sys-
tems.

3. That future grand juries con-
tinue to investigate the housing
conditions and, if necessary, take
action to prosecute dishonest offi-
cials responsible for enforcing the
housing laws.

Verifies Everything We Said

When housing conditions are so
atrocious that even a grand jury
finds itself impelled to make such
a scathing indictment as is con-
tained in the above report, one
can understand that everything
the Northwest Organizer has writ-
ten about the need for a radical
program to improve housing local-
ly is the truth.

It equally apparent, from
events of the last few days, that
public officials and the

is

the horrible housing conditions.

Just last Friday the city of Min- |

neapolis asked dismissal of its test
housing case against the apart-
ment at 2600 Portland avenue,
when the defense showed that to
make the necessary improvements
would cost more than the property
was worth. If the city officials had
been serious about acting to im-
prove housing conditions, they
would have chosen any one of the
thousands of ratty unhealthy fire
traps infesting the city instead of
the structure at 2600 Portland
avenue.

If the people of this city
are serious about obtaining
decent housing for all they
must continue to press their

lJation and, in the opinion of the |loop area . . . are completed only
Committee, most dangerous |once every fourteen months . . !
type of viol n from the stand- Jury Resents Interference
point of human safety was the Referring no doubt to the ef-|
lack of proper means of escape |forts of the Property Owners As-
from a building in case of fire.” |sociation to sidetrack the grand
The report tells of the many |jury in its housing probe, the re- |

builaings where tenants must pass

|port continues: “The Committeel

through the living quarters of oth- |resents the apparent effort, or ef- |

er persons in order to reach the |forts, which have been made by
fire escape or rear stairway, and |certain individuals and organiza-
how in many cases the doors lead- |tions, through mis-statements,

ing to the exits were locked on the | publicly and in the press, by tele-

outside with a padlock, “making |phone calls and in letters to the

it impossible for persons to open |Grand Jury, attempting to influ-
such door and gain entrance into {ence it.”
the apartment from whence they Finding that the owner of the

could reach the fire escape.” Marlborough had complied with
“Th condition has been |the housing and fire prevention
brought about because of the |laws and departments, the grand
chang made from one family |jury states that “we feel that,
apartments or dwellings, as origi- |since the loss of life in the Marl-
nally planned and intended when borough fire was so great under
built, to multiple dwellings . . almost ideal conditions for a mul-
+ = * tiple dwelling, the public should

“The Commities found interest itself as to what the re-

sult would be if a similar fire was
to break out in any of these mul-
tiple dwellings hereinbefore
mentioned and described, and as

”»

there is a universal violation
of the health standards, as re-
quired by the State Housing as
Code, for instance: The Hous-

ing Code requires that there visited by this Committee.
shall be separate and indivi- Jury’s Recommendations
dual toilets awnilable to every Finding that whereas the city
family. In a majority of the |has increased its population by
e e - Ensind - smak St 100,000 since 1920 and yet today
room available for all tenants | Da8s fewer building inspectors than
occupying two floors, and one twenty years ago, the jury recom-
toilet, in inost cases, avail- mends the addition of inspectors.
able for the tenants of each “WE HOLD THAT WHERE
Beir - W Sound. Sescnnnls | THE - BEENENT 0N HUMAN
praliin LIFE IS INVOLVED IN ANY

_ ORDER TO_ SHOW CAUSE DEGREE, NO COMPROMISE
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN CAN OR OUGHT TO BE SERI-
o R Fourth Judicial Dis- | gUSLY CONSIDERED. THE
Royal Co.. Plair M.|CONDITIONS HEREIN  RE-

VEALED SHOULD AND MUST
BE REMEDIED . . .”
; The report ends by recommend-
f|ing the following:

| o
five, selected from the fire preven-
we | tion, the building inspection and
1€ | the health departments of the city,
to inspect all multiple dwellings
within the area investigated, to
observe all violations, and to see
that the laws be enforced.

2. That the city council enact

Creation of a commission of

petition-
arging
sureties,

ler di
and his

I Term thereof t
1940, at the hour of

tas a
of March,

FUR CHUBBIES

.. B the Court House in the
M apolis, Hennepin ounty, E » l
——— L T
eof be mailed within ten (10)
this date to each of the ciedi- |} Black Manchurian Wolf..$29.50
the debtor n., whose
wed here- || Blue Fox Dyed Guanaco. $39.50
e ™ t‘v;;l]"..‘ Lynx Dyes Manchurian
1 the ! rd H': Wolf i $49.50
;.’;ﬁ:,’,m}“ gt : oy Platinum Dyed Opossum $49.50
Dated this 12th day of March, 1940. | 2 2 L
BY THE COURT: | ] Mink Dyed Conies $18.50
FRANK E. REED, Judge Natural Red Fox $59.50

JONAS G
339 Metr
Minneapo

ATTENTION

March 14. 1940. Special low prices now in
effect until April hta::l'
/| Repairing Remodeling
Jos. W. Du Four} | Relining of any kind of
|| Fur Coat.

Coal & Oil Co.

1009, Union Concern
COAL - COKE - WOOD

Change your old Fur Coat into a
|| Beautiful Chubbie. Ask us for

an estimate.

FUEL OIL |

DUpont 9331 | Lichterman Furs
COAL 1S 50c LESS 1920 Hennepin

FOR CASH ; SHOP - COMPARE

2919 Hiawatha Ave, Terms to Suit You

demands for decent housing.
And first of all they must
press the demand for a $10
billion federal housing pro-
gram, which would provide
decent homes not only for the
citizens of Minneapolis but
for all Americans, and would
give jobs to the millions of
unemployed.

289 Bowlers
Increase Lead

The first-place Bakery Drivers
increased their lead Monday night
by blanking Local 544. P. Knob-
lauch led with 579. H. Hawkinson
had 562, and Turbin, 537. The
Meat Drivers crept up to the first
division by blanking the Ice Driv-
C. Pertrich led with 577. E.
Gillespie had 556. Oasis Bar went
into third place by taking a double
from the Kenzies. E. Klein had
592 and D. Curran, 565. Local
359 pushed the Soft Drinks into

ers.

fifth place by taking a pair. T.
Murphy led with 525.
Team Won  Lost
Local 289 . 24
Kenzies 32
Oasis 33
Meat Drivers 34
Seft Deinks ... 37 35
Local 359 ... . 36 37
T B A SAL 26 46
Local 544 . . . 25 7
544-1TO BOWLING
, S %
Diesel ... 47 28
City 60 15
Dragline 45 30
Committee . 42 33
Gravellers 38 37
Minnesota 36 39
Muckers 25 50

Einar Dahl 204-528.

CY’S PLACE

Sth and Plymouth

CHOICE LIQUORS
Music and Dancing Every Nite
Cy. Putz, Prop. HY. 9968

Relief C s Always Wel

EDDIE’S CAFE

BEST QUALITY FOOD
AND SERVICE

At Lowest Possible Prices
MA. 9581

221 MARQUETTE AVE.

Minneapolis, Minn.

wealthy |
tenement owners are going to try |
to escape doing anything about |

Mortuaries That Are Fair

The following funeral homes are classed as FAIR
to organized labor and worthy of your patronage:

Anderson, Barney & Son, 3644 Chicago Ave.
Anderson Bros., 1117 East Lake Street

Anderson, Henry W., 1839 East Lake Street
Anderson, W. A. (Ehrenstrom), 1825 Riverside Ave.
Billman, Dan, 2518 Central Ave.

Burr Funeral Home, 3040 Lyndale Ave. South
Davis, Harvey, 4084 West Broadway (Robbinsdale)
Enga Memorial, 1300 Lowry Ave. North

Elliott Mortuary, 1900 Hennepin Ave.

Heinrichs Funeral Home, 902 West Broadway
Johnsoa Undertaking Company, 1900 Hennepin Ave.
Kozlak, Peter Funeral Home, 1918 University Ave. N, E.
Larson, O. E., 2301 Central Ave.

Oakley, Otis H., Mortuary, 1900 Hennepin Ave.
Peterson Funeral Home, 1838 Centrai Ave.

Sullivan, Frank D., 2617 Hennepin Ave.

Swanson’s Mortuary, 1610 Lowry Ave. North
Sundseth Funeral Home, 2024 Lyndale Ave. North
Simpson, Kenneth, Mortuary, 1900 Hennepin Ave.

All others considered unfair until such time as
their name appears on the above list.

]
Inmhing and should convince many
|doubting Thomases that concerted
{action, even for an hour, gets re-
|sults. Bear that in mind.

| £ * *

ANOTHER LOAD

From City and

Sanitary Drivers
Local 664

By Wally Raze

To Brother Watt Notes of Lo-
|cal 160: Your local is welcome to
{any plugs I can dish up and so
{are all other A. F. of L. locals in

A% 2 ” i)linnoapolis or any other town.
Conditions at General Hospital |y not going to WOrry over pos-

have finally evoked the ire of cer-|hly a few days in the dark should
tain proponents of the city man- ([ocal 160 go to the mat with
ager plan of government to the | N S P. What worries me and many
extent that they are writing to the | thers arc the thousands of work-
papers about them. These condi- lors throughout the entire nation
tions have existed and have been |who having been “in the dark”

discussed by thousands of our |concerning unionism, all their
humbler citizens for many years |jives prefer to grope along until
but evidently the big shots are|ihe grave eventually swallows
smart enough to seize the oppor-|ihem. Even a candle would have
tunity, not to improve the hospital helped their children who must
so much as to publicize the city |fliow in their footsteps. |
manager form of charter. This * * * |

charter provides for a nine-m:n
council to be electd from the
wards which pay the greater part
of real estate taxes. This makes
possible the election of all nine by
| just two wards—the 8th and the | ,..:,
13th. Civil service will also be a
thing of the past. Nice pm"pe“’iund the reasons for his mental, !
for the SoR—— people, no? This | ivitual and physical status, read |
; scheme will come to a vote of the l"'!‘he Man With the Hoe.”
{ people sometime this year. I hope | * * *
ithe working class knows how to See vou Friday.

| deal with it. 5 5
| *

Edwin Markham, the man who
blasted the big shots very effec-
tively and became world-famous in
doing so, was buried a few days
If you want the most accu- |
description of the peasant |
{and laborer ever penned by man |

ago.

* K

r Brother Charles “Ham’ Martin | CiVil Liberties
lis h with an abscessed eye b®t | .
e aiegs. kit 'In Wartime Is

getting along o. k. at this writing.
'Forum Subject

Hope to see you back soon, Ham.

* * -
Anyl-)ody having a”th‘:”'“" in- V. R. Dunne will speak on
formation on the condition "f"'('i\'il Liberties in the Second
3rother Pearson, Park Depart-

| World War” at the Sunday Forum
fon March 17th, 3 p. m., at 919
Marquette avenue. To those who
|recall the Minnesota Commission
ter with you brothers in the lof Safety and its repressive ac-
Equipment, Sewer, Sanitation :md“ivi\ies during the First World
Bridge departments? Ain’t heard | War—the raids on union halls, the
a peep out of anybody. A little | jailing of unionists—Mr. Dunne’s
news would be appreciated and I |exposition of what we may expect
know thar’s news in them thar|in the coming World War will be
departments. If you’re all dead, |understandable. To those who es-
send in data on same. caped these days, his remarks will
Forty men are scheduled to re- {come as a revelation.

turn to work Monday, March 11.|

for a couple of weeks. It isn't all
we could wish for but better than

ment, please pass it on to me.
* * *

Incidentally, watinells the mat-

FOR A TEN BILLION DOLLAR
FEDERAL HOUSING
PROGRAM!

|
‘

ESTABLISHED 1893

BAD
WEATHER?

*

SHOP
BY TELEPHONE

Headquarters
For Dependable
House
Furnishings at
Moderate Prices
Cash or Terms

mCENTRAL-
/M FURNITURE |

M B 312 wesT BROADWAY |
OPEN “'EVENINGS |

PN

Let your telephone do
yvour roadwork these
blustery winter days.
It’s the easy way to
keep in touch with
stores, with friends.

HOW IMPORTANT IS

$1.00?

McDonough Leads
Primary Race
In St. Paul

Watt Notes

By Amps and Volts

John McDonough, Young

Looks like someone is going to || Democrat who received the
be hung over at the State Capitol. backing of the St. Paul Labor
Progressive  Association, led

A scaffold is very much in evi-

. Mayor Fallon by 6,000 votes in
dence in the House Chambers.

the primaries held Tuesday in

* * * St. Paul. McDonough received

7 % 31,499 to Fallon’s 25,842.
The last membership meeting Herman Wenzel, labor-in-
was very well attended and a larg- || dorsed candidate, was nomi-
er turiout is anticipated at our || mated for comptroller, receiv-

ing 22,393 votes to 27,522 for
Goodrich, the incumbent. The
difference in the vote totals for
McDonough and Wenzel is at-
tributed to the fact that many
Democrats supported only Mec-
Donough on the slate endorsed
by the Labor Progressives. Most
of the Labor Progressive can-
didates for the council were
also nominated.

Rose Tillotson, Communist
Party candidate for mayor, re-
ceived 1,026 votes. Henry Rut-
zick, mayoralty candidate of
the Socialist Workers Party, re-
ceived 624 votes.

next meeting Thursday, March 21.
* * *

Call the union office or the offi-
cers of the union at their homes
next Friday evening to find out if
there is to be a hearing at the
State Capitol Saturday. If so, and
you are not working, by all means
make arrangements to attend. It
will be well worth your while.

* * *

Although the proceedings at the

State Capitol at times seem slow,

it is quite interesting. If there are
any ‘“doubting Thomases” in our
organization, they should make
every effort to take in the hear-
ings. They would then see just
what the score really is and would
be more union-minded men than

ever before.
*

jobs in Michigan. These men went
there as a result of the efforts of
B-160.

-

We've been trying for the last
two weeks to think what John
Goldie puts us in mind of. We've
finally come to the conclusion that
it is a cross between a rat terrier
and a bull-deg. He stands there
waiting like a terrier for some-

Just attend the hearing once
and you will get behind your or- |
ganization one hundred per cent
and you will see why your officers

feel as keenly as they do about Ithing to come out, and when it
things. You will be just as deter- !d"“" he never lets go.
mined as your brother members | i3 . »
are to see this thing through to a As in all his dealings, Mr. Mil-
successful end. ler on the witness stand is his
* " . usual.
* * -

President Baldus gave a very
timely, informing and inspiring
talk at our last membership meet-

It’s worth while going over to
Paul just to hear Goldie bark.

St.

ing and the applause that followed ¢ " *
his remarks show how keenly the Heard on the job last week,
membership feels. just after one of the men had
* * * given an apprentice some job in-
Sorry to report Brother Mul- |structions. “Lissen, buddy, that’s

inconsequential, irrelevant and im

material.”

ler’s wife is ill. Our best wishes,

Earl, and we sincerely trust it is

nothing serious. .

* *

* * * SPORTS ITEM. Fishermen, did
The discussion by Attorney |you ever see a worm squirm?
Wargo on “Injunction Procedure” - » .
at the last stewards meeting cre- The new members initiated at |
ated a great deal of interest and [the last meeting were well re-|
settled the doubts that existed in |ceived by the membership.
= = =

many minds.

* * At the next stewards meeting

It appears that not only the
union members consult attorneys
in St. Cloud on Wage and Hour
laws.

=

”»

in “Strike Technique,

subject.

- » »

* *

The St. Cloud membership ex-
tends sympathy to the Faucher
family in the loss of Mr. Faucher’s
father.

International Office, will be

until March 20th for an initiation

fee of $25.
*

* *

* - *

Who said there are no B-160
men in St. Cloud? The percentage
of those eligible and who are in
the UNION is over 80%. The las
membership meeting showed this
merely by counting noses.

to the Ernest Carlson family in

BUY UNION LABEL GOODs

t

Equipped for Efficiency
Organized for Speed

* * *
We still have three linemen Argus Publishing
from St. Cloud (of the five laid

Company
Printers - Publishers
Stationers

Emmett L. Duemke, Pres.
Union Printers for 40 Years

2335 Central Ave.
GR. 3531

off Jan. 1) who are on well-paid

Wolk Transfer
Co., Inc.

Commercial Hauling and
Moving
538 6TH AVE, N.
Main 4434

on March 20th, a man well versed |
sent by the |
Labor School, will speak on that |

The charter, as requested by the |
open |

Local B-160 extends sympathy |

Shop, AT. 5421
Shop, BR. 6179
Home, DU. 2085

Karl Radio Service

Peterson Funeral

Home Radio Repairs and Sales
Loud Speaker Systems
1838 CENTRAL AVE. N. E. The only Union Shop in
GR. 5166 inneapolis

1100 3RD AVE. S.

Directors and Advisors! Karl Batcher

Gas and Suds

We neglected to mention last
week that the party for members
will be held after the meeting in
April. The executive board de-
cided it would be better to hold
it at that time. After seeing the
snow today, it will probably prove
to be the wisest decision.

- - *

The progress of negotiations to
date have been extremely unsatis-
factory. The bosses don’t like that
seniority clause at all. They also
say there is so little standing be-
tween us that it does not warrant
having trouble. But here’s the
catch: the union, in their opinion,
should give up and sign last year’s
agreement.

- *

Preliminaries are all out of the
way now and the union is ready
for the main bout. So roll up your
sleeves, boys.

*

.

» =

You'll find the story of the ne-

gotiations elsewhere in this
* *

We are sorry to hear that Art
Marz from the Progressive, who
has only one eye, is very likely to
Art is at
Rochester now, taking treatments.

* » k4

When you read this, you who
were at the meeting this week will
|have seen a very revealing chart
ion our income and expenditures.
>

issue.
*

lose his sight entirely.

* *

! The Farmer-Labor
‘\\'zn certainly a howling success.
it seems the C.P.
a little disorganized or some-
{thing.

convention

| From reports,
| was

[— bt
the loss of Mr. Carlson’s father.
* - »

We to report that
| Brother Joseph Taragos passed
|away Tuesday, March 12th, and
sympathy to his

are sorry

lwe extend our
family.
|

| N HOME

OWNED

| STANDARD
CLOTHING
COMPANY

NICOLLET AT SIXTH

Shirt and Pants

TO MATCH

Good looking sets of
sturdy, sanforized
shrunk fabric in neat
herringbone effect.
BLUE GREEN TAN
Shirt
Pants .

Set

RUSSELL PETERSON

CLIFFORD PETERSON
ICE COAL

Cedar Lake Ice &
Fuel Company

Harmon Place and Henaepin
MA. 8201
1009 UNION CONCERN

COAL ICE

Purity Beverage Co.

Mfrs. of
CARBONATED BEVERAGES

Sole Distributors of
KARLSBRAU BEER

1900 South 2nd St.
Geneva 3955

Systematic saving of small
amounts is what counts. Here
you can depend on a good re- |
turn on your money with your |
savings insured up to $5,000 |
by a government agency. Cur- |
rent rate is 3% computed
monthly, compounded semi-
annually. As little as $1.00
will open your account.

SAVE TIME,
TRIPS ’
AND MONEY

Resources Over Open Saturdays

PLIAM'S CLEAN-UP OF

Everything Marked Down — To Clear Our Stocks

FLOOR COVERINGS

$10,750,000 8:30 A. M. to 1 P. M.

MINNEAPOLIS

Office Supplies
and Printing

Duplicating Machines
and Supplies

BERTELSON BROS.
120 S. 4th St. GE. 3671

WEBB OIL CO.

Wholesale Distributors of
GASOLINE AND MOTOR OIL
PRODUCTS
35 Plymouth Avenue N.
CUT PRICE GAS SINCE 1023

TWIN CITY
FEDERAL

SAVINGS & LOAN ASS'N. |
801 Marquette

Leading

LIQUOR STORE
THE HYMAN (o0,

254 WEST BROADWAY
Near Third Street  Since 1903

CHERRY 1500
FREE PARKING LOT IN REAR

Minneapolis ;

USE GAS HEAT

FOR HOME COMFORT

Telephone Geneva 4133

SAMPLE RUGS

Inlaid Installed
Slightly imperfect. Some 9x12

9x10 and other room sizes. With | Quality inlaid in new pat-|

and Without borders. $l 98 terns, color goes through to

| Color goes through to back. Guar-
anteed long wear.
live patterns at the price you ex-

Each..... . the back. DOUBLE CE- pect to pay for printed floor cov-
MENTED OVER FELT. lMa- ering. Square 7c
terial and labor complete. | y,.gq e
Felt Base a7 | Yar

Felt Back Inlaid

45 new attrac-

6 and 9 ft. widths, patterns for all

rooms, large remnants, 19
c!

square yard. . ...

31.15

| WINDOW SHADES, high
guaranteed quality.
Very special, each

rade,

__45¢

A new floor installed will
cost very little at this
low price.

6x9 FELT BASE

soinTease . 8329

RUBBER STAIR PADS, 7c

with nosing, each .

PHONE FOR FREE ESTIMATE

COMPLETE LAYING SERVICE

ONE YEAR TO PAY

PLIAM LINOLEU

TWO BIG CUT RATE STORES

Cor. West Broadway at Washington,
Cor. Chicago at Lake St

OPEN THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY UNTIL

HY. 9601
RE. 3600

8 P. M.
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convention of the Minnesota Farmer-Labor association,
held last Friday and Saturday in Rochester, dodged grap-
pling with any questions, marked time, and brought for-
ward no program to meet the burning needs of the
workers, farmers and the unemployed.

The two-day session revealed &
that the present leadership of the whoop it up for ex-Governor Elmer
Fam;er-La:orhrml)w-ment has still S atabindt B
not learned the lessons of re- :
cent defeats, that it still tails after former years, only about twenty
the discredited New Deal, that it is
still incapable of giving progres-
sive leadership to the mass discon-
tent with the two old boss parties.

The one thing that characterized
the five hundred delegates in
Rochester was their mutual distrust
and hostility towards the Stassen
machine. On all other issues there
was a diversity of opinion.

Will Meet Again

The question of endorsement of
delegates was left to the second
convention of the association, to
be held in the summer, probably
on June 22nd. The fight on Stalin-
ism was made purely on constitu-
tional grounds, and settled nothing.
The matter of a program was also
left to the future convention.

Former governor Phil LaFollette
of Wisconsin addressed the
vention the opening day, and ad-
vised the Farmer-Labor movement
not to break with the old boss par-
LaFollette said that Roose-

Benson fell flat.

trade unionists attended as dele-
gates from Hennepin County, and
six of these were from the CIO.
The St. Paul union movement was
well represented, but Duluth and
the rest of the state sent almost
no union delegates. Only one
unionist was represented on the
credentials committee of nineteen.

lepresentative Ed Hagen of Mi-
lan was re-elected as state chair-
man of the Farmer-Labor
ciation; Ed Hudson of Minneapolis
was chosen vice-chairman; Harold
Peterson was re-elected state sec-
retary.

The third district delegate ques-
tion was settled by a compromise, |
each faction being seated and re-
ceiving representation on the state
committee.
con-

lesults of the convention left |

the rank and file workers in Min-
nesota as apathetic towards the

pr present program and leadership of
1es,

!
Asso- |

|
|
!
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

all taken
this, who did an early morning

regular union meeting.
- * *

Pat “Man Mountain” Hurley is
“boondoggling” with a woodwork-
ing power tool set. We suppose
his first project will be a chair
large enough to hold his big frame

while he draws a full breath or
two.
- - -
Fred Settrum, the “Sage of
Seventh Street,” wants sugges-

tions as to the proper trousers to
wear because his “ice-man’s” pants
are too warm and “ice-cream”
pants are still too cold. When the
new hacks come he can wear his
Sunday-go-to-meetin’ pants.
= x *

Gunnar “Hill Billy” Blomgren

is gonna wear those new shoes all

summer because his children are
big enough to be embarrassed with
pa going barefooted in the big
city.

. * *

The latest converts to the art of
flying from Local 958 are Longly

and Ramsey. We'll give you some
{more aviation news on all the fly-

ing hackmen next week.
* x L
The big runs of the week were
care of by Tony Man-

The regular meeting nights of
the club have been changed to the
second and fourth Tuesdays of
each month.

With the
Limousines

By Home James

We know what a dog’s life is
now. Last week in front of the
Women’s Club when the 12 o’clock
whistle blew, the door of a shiny
LaSalle flew open and a uniformed
chauffeur popped out with a dish
in one hand and a pound of ham-
burger in the other. After placing
the meat in the dish, he bewed
gracefully and announced: “Fido,
lunch is served.” Then to our
amazement, out strutted a nicely
groomed mut for its eats. But the
lug never brought Fido a napkin.
We'll bet that driver doesn’t get
his meals on time, though.
* * *

We hear of some of the employ-
ers want to be signed up as
bers—such goings on.

E3

mem-

*
Brother Lilly has been laid up
with an injured back for a few

One of the brothers was on the
East Side the other day, when a
car went by that was laying down
a smoke screen that would have
been a credit to the navy. The car
|or driver could not be seen but
{T heard afterwards that it was

ren Shade trying out a new kind
of oil for his motor. Did it work?
Ask him.

*

Over at Warren Shade company
we are all wondering what hap-
pened to Dobell's bed. He
heard telling someone that he had
a hell of a time getting to bed the
other night. It that
said bed was running all around
[the room, but he finally managed
to get hold of it and swing aboard
and had to hold on like the devil
to stay on the darn thing. It sounds
more like a merry-go-round to me.

* *

seems the

*
|

\ Some of the brothers had bet-
ter look into their dues books and
try to get them up to date on dues
and on the $1 assessment, before
they run into difficulties.

* * -

|
|
|

| It is a simple thing to keep
[them up if paid regularly. But
|fines don’t feel so good. Also, if

|vou are laid off, or get into trou-

Brother Charles Erickson of War- |

was |

stations in your car and refuse to!

| patronize them:
Standard Stations—Downtown
13th and Harmon Place
104 Glennwood Ave.
7th and 3rd Ave. South
4th St. and 2nd Ave. N.

Standard Stations—South
| Mir;‘nehlha and Lake St.
5

and France Ave. S.
and Hennepin Ave.
and Nicollet Ave,

h and Nicollet Ave.

¢ St. at Lake Calhoun
and Xerxes Ave. S,
and Penn Ave. S.
and Morningside Ave.
38th and Minnehaha Ave.
32nd and Lyndale Ave. S.
Garfield and Lake St.
24th and Bicomington Ave.

|
|

51st and Hiawatha

River Road and E. Lake St.
27th and Hennepin Ave.
43%th and Chicago Ave.

'

Ave. S.
Standard Stations—North
7th and Lyndale Ave. N
Girard and Plymouth Ave. N.
Penn and 6th Ave. N.
Plymouth and Oliver Ave. N,
37th and Frgmont Ave. N.
Broadway and Rockford Road

|\\'illi0 Warner and Gust Zetter-
man were there too, and I want |
to tell you them guys ain’t no wall |
if you know what I mean.

- Ed Ed

Brother Joe Novak hurries
home every night after work to
see if Joe, Jr., has got a tooth yet.

flowers,

By George Bergquist

A word of caution to all mem-
bers who operate trucks, that they

must have a chauffeur’s license. |
Last week a couple of our brothers
found themselves in
ble by failing to comply. Such a |
condition throughout
the entire year and the matter has |
become serious. We must all
a badge. In addition, get a drivers
license for protection while driv-
ing your In case
mixup or accident during off hours
vou will not endanger your liveli-
hood by chauf-
feur's license. Make a point of
getting your licenses one way or
another.

serious trou-

has existed

get

own car. of a

involving your

Possibly the officers of
our union can give you some help
or co-operation.
*

Our special order of business at
last meeting, to decide about buy-
East High, brought

some interesting figures and facts

ing old out

This is the private report
made to President Roosevelt by
his own economists, according
to columnist Paul Mallon writ-

ing in the March 9th Minne-
apolis Star.
Roosevelt’s economists mnow

predict that another 1,500,000
workers will be made jobless by
July, 1940, and warn the presi-
dent that if he carries out his
plan to slash relief, that the re-
lief rolls, now carrying 2,300,-
000, will have to be cut by
nearly two-thirds to 900,000 in
July.

When the president proposed
early in January to slash WPA,
he promised that those threwn
off relief would get jobs in pri-
vate industry. Not only has
private industry created no new
jobs, but has actually thrown
another million and more per-
sons out of work.

A $10 biilion federal housing
program would create jobs for
millions, and build decent
homes for the American people.
There seems to be plenty of
money for armaments. Why not
take this money and spend it
for the good of the people? For
decent homes?

w
proposal, but everyone united in
being i building

lot which is paying its own way

isfied with our

iregarding the Labor Temple As- — —— ——
i Or grov insiste ] 2 2
2 - 1p l” ted on Two men were talking in the
5 g short of a brand new Minneapolis public library.
building; another group seemed to e diane mowal s Bihe. 8
" 1 : : . i g .
be satisfied with the East High

onder where it's gone to,” said

one.

“It’s gone up to a dollar ninety
the other said.

» . the Farmer-Labor movement as|jaunt to Austin, followed by two | 4.« £ L s Ui N 2 cents,”
velt would be “entirely satisfac- |, v y p : Lo : 5 p oo days. ble on your job, you expect the i and increasing steadily in value. iR SRS
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When I ply my needle, trowel or pick
I'm a decent Sheeney, Wop or Mick,
But when I strike I'm a Bolshevik

I'm labor.

(.,.@‘.u

Behind the 544 Suit

VL

Inasmuch as the five plaintiffs bringing the suit
against Local 541 were all active members and or-
ganizers for Loeal Number One of the Associa.~d
Independent Unions, it is worth while to examine
this fink outfit, who is behind it, when and why it
was set up, and what its program is.

The Associated Independent Unions

In the fall of 1937 and the spring of 1938 the
United States was again on the economic skids, in as
steep an economic decline as that of 1929-1932. The
employers, intent as always in maintaining their prof-
its, initiated a wage-cutting drive throughout the
nation. In all parts of the country employers’ organi-
zations were busy raising war chests to fight the union
movement, and were reorganizing their ranks for a
new onslaught on organized labor.

It was during this period that the Minneapolis
Associated Industries arose on the ashes of the hated
Citizens Alliance, and launched a campaign for an
anti-labor fund of $325,000.

The old Citizens Alliance free employment office
was discontinued, and there came into being the new
Associated Independent Unions.

At the city-wide labor mass meeting held April
11, 1938, in the Minneapolis auditorium, Roy Weir,
organizer for the Minneapolis Central Labor Union,
revealed that a Mr. Galloway, an agent of the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers, had come to
Minneapolis recently to aid in the formation of the
Associated Independent Unions. Galloway was a
specialist in combatting the genuine union movement
and setting up fake company unions.

(Just last week a trade union official in New Haven,
Connecticut, informed us that the Mr. Galloway who was in
Minneapolis in 1938 to aid in building the Associated Inde-
pendent Unions is very likely the same man who has done
similar work for the National Association of Manufacturers
in New England, under the name of ‘“Charles Gallagher.”
Gailagher is said to have left Worcester, Massachusetts, two
weeks ago “and gone to Minnesota for a rest.””)

The fact that no sooner had the Citizens Alli-
ance fink employment agency been discontinued than
the Minneapolis labor movement found itself con-
fronted with the Associated Independent Unions, tells
volumes about the origin and sponsorship of Local
Number One and its associates.

Why Company Unions?

A genuine union—honest, militant, democratic,
intelligently organized and led—is capable of de-
fending its members and winning wage increases and
improvements in working conditions.

Quite naturally, under the present scheme of
things, the employing class hates and opposes such
genuine unions, because the more the workers re-
ceive in wages, the less the employers receive in
profits ; the more the workers have to say about their
own lives, the less the employers can dominate them.

So the union movement is under constant pres-
sure from the employing class which seeks in a thou-
sand ways to break the union, to weaken it, to cor-
rupt its leaders, to frame them up or to assassinate
them, to spread lies about organized labor, to be-
smirch its banner, to bring organized labor under
the control of the government, etc., ete.

Accompanying their ceaseless anti-union cam-

paign, the employers also try to set up organiza-
tions of workers which they (the employers) can
control. Such organizations are commonly known as
‘“‘company unions.”

Company unions do not fight for higher wages,
or for shorter hours, or for paid vacations, ete. In-
stead, they take whatever the bosses give them, and
they lick the bosses’ boots. Once in a great while,
in order to keep a real union out of a plant or in-
dustry, the emplover will push his workers into a
company union and then grant a small wage increase
or install a water bubbler, in order that his stooges
in charge of the company union can claim the organi-
zation won the wage increase or the water bubbler.
Such a maneuver often fools workers for a time into
thinking the company union is the real thing. Com-
pany unions bring no benefits at all to their memkbers,
and are merely instruments through which the em-
ployers can tighten their grip on the bodies and minds
and lives of their workers.

Record of Associated Unions

The Associated Independent Unions bear all the
earmarks of company urionism. They oppose the
genuine union movement. They oppose strikes. In-
stead of fighting for higher wages, this outfit, wher-
ever it went, sought to cut wages, its leaders making
deals with employers whereby members would work
for a lower wage scale than that established by the
American Federation of Labor unions in Minneapolis.

At first the Associated Independent Unions
fooled scores of honest Minneapolis workers, who
were taken in by the glib promises of the Associated
leaders that they had plenty of jobs lined up, that the
AFL was through in Minneapolis, etc. Fortunately
the real union movement was able to rally the work-
ers of Minneapolis to expose and defeat the Asso-
ciated Independent Unions, to prevent them from
getting a foothold in the city.

The Associated Independent Unions organized
what drivers it could get into its Local Number One.
Other “Locals” were set up for carpenters, plumbers,
bricklayers, decorators, mechanics, helpers and com-
mon laborers.

Tied Up With Vigilantes
From the very beginning, the Associated Inde-
pendent Unions were tied up with various sorts of
anti-labor vigilante groups such as the Minute Men,
the Silver Shirts, etc. Such organizations commonly
masquerade as “patriotic”’ groups, as is usual with
anti-labor outfits.

The leaders of the Associated Indgpendent
Unions were the same people who organized the
“Minnesota Minute Men.” In May, 1938, the Minute
Men, in a letter sent to prospective contributors,
boasted they were responsible for preventing several
strikes and for preventing the unemployed from re-
ceiving “increases in relief.”

Strike-Breakers i

In the spring of 1938 a bitterly-fought strike of
the Sash and Door Workers Union Local 1865 was
being conducted in Minneapolis. In the midst of the
strike the Associated Independent Unions sent letters
to all strikers asking: “Would you be interested in
going back to work? Are you tired of being bullied
and forced out on strike when you know that the
majority of vour fellow workers really want .wo.rk_?
Are vou sick of being dominated coerced, intimi-
dated by a few racketeering, so-called union leaders?
Wouldn’t you like a union that was run strictly by
working men like yourselves?”

The letter ended with an appeal to “get in per-
sonal contact with the Associated Council of Indepen-
dent Unions immediately.” Enclosed was a card read-
ing: “LET’S GO TO WORK. Meet with us Tuesday
night, May 24, 8 o’clock, at 320 Eighth Avenue
South.”

Any reader even slightly familiar with the labor
movement and with industrial disputes will immedi-
ately recognize this sort of work as strike-breaking,
as employer-inspired.

The strikers discussed the letter among them-
selves, and decided to go to the meeting in a body
and challenge the finks, which they did, asking so
many embarrassing questions that the would-be strike
breakers retired in confusion.

Tie-up With Silver Shirts

A few months later, in August, 1938, even more
conclusive evidence of the close tie-up between the
Associated Independent Unions and the Associated
Industries came to light. Representatives of both
groups were caught attending meetings of the fascist
Silver Shirt outfit, then active in Minneapolis. Mr.
George K. Belden, wealthy industrialist and head of
the Associated Industries, claimed he attended the
Silver Shirt meetings only as “‘an individual,” though
he admitted that the Silver Shirts “had some ideas
that are good.”

One of the ideas pushed by the Silver Shirts was
the idea of raiding our Drivers Hall at 257 Plymouth
avenue north.

Through arrangements with the Silver Shirt
leaders, officials of the Associated Independent
Unions also attended the meetings, distributed litera-
ture and asked those present to join the fink union
set-up.

The exposure of the working relation between
the employer-financed Associated Independent
Unions and the fascist Silver Shirt gangsters just
about killed off the company union organization so
far as the overwhelming majority of Minneapolis
workers were concerned.

From that time the Associated Independent
Unions have gradually gone downhill, growing seed-
ier and seedier.- Today they meet in the basement
of a tailor shop and their leaders are frankly gloomy
about the future.

The working men and women of Minneapolis
have seen through these creatures of the employers,
and just won't believe the Associated leaders when
they claim to have the interests of the workers at
heart.

Before dropping out of sight, the Associated
Unions tried several other dirty jobs against the
union movement, of which we present a few samples.
In August, 1938, the head of the Associated Unions
charged Walter Frank of the Lathers Union with
third-degree burglary, when Frank walked into a
house being built by finks.

Again, the Associated Unions, through arrange-
ment with the management of the Direct Service Oil
company, signed up Direct Service oil station atten-
dants in “Local 15.” When the AFL union in the
industry, Local 977, called a strike against Direct
Service, the Associated Independent Unions, with the
cooperation of the management, made a deal where-
by the CIO in Minneapolis, led by the Communist
Party, took over the finks.

On August, 1938, a Local Number One fink
pulled a gun on an AFL picket at Columbia Heights,
where the AFL was picketing a house being built by
finks. Local Number One officials often boasted of
support received from Mayor Leach, and said city
officials had permitted Local Number One members
t]ol carry guns “for protection” against organized
abor.

Who Pays the Bills?

During the three years of their existence, the
Associated Independent Unions have never explained
where the money came from to pay their rent and
operating expenses, just as the plaintiffs in the fink
suit against Local 544 have never revealed where
they are obtaining the huge sums of money neces-
sary to carry on the fight against the General Drivers
Union.

‘With all the generous support from the Minne-
apolis employers, the Associated company unions
have not been able to gain a toe-hold among the Min-
neapolis workers. Confronted by failure at every
.tum. the organization has been in constant turmoil
internally, with the leadership changing hands often,
amid mutual charges and recriminations, and counter-
charges of crookery, thieving, etec. All the decent
workers who at one time or another were mistakenly
attracted to the company unions have since come
back into the genuine labor movement.

This, briefly, is the history of the Associated
Independent Unions, with which the five plaintiffs
suing Local 544 have been affiliated.

Do you wonder why the claims of the plaintiffs
that they are working loyally in the interests of Local
544. and its membership meet almost universal dis-
belief? Do you wonder why decent union men and
women have nothing but contempt for the Associated
Independent Unions, and only hatred for those who
inspire them and finance their foul attacks on the
glorious trade union movement of this city ?

(To be continued) 3
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journed in favor of immediate
conciliation meetings between the
company and the unions flopped
when the company refused to com-
ply. Up to now the company has
continued to maintain that the old
contract which expired last De-
cember 31st is still in effect, and
that the unions are bound by the
involved mo -strike arbitration
clauses of the expired contract.
“Didn’t Know About Overtime”

On Monday Frank Miller was
on the stand and reiterated the
company’s refusal to arbitrate the
unions’ demands for a union shop,
and its refusal to arbitrate any
matter not specifically covered by
the contract. Frank Gleason, as-
sistant personnel man, and George
Snyder, company paymaster, also
testified. Snyder said he didn't
know the union contract required
that employees receive double time
for overtime work on Sundays and
holidays.

Gleason gave the sort of testi-
mony calculated to infer that lead-
ing officers of Local 110 were dis-
loyal to the membership, but the
attempt to undermine the faith of
the St. Paul utility workers in
their union and its leadership was
so palpably raw that it boome-
ranged against the company.

Unions Prepared for Strike

Should the company, in the face
of the devastating testimony as to
its bad faith, its chiseling on the
agreement, its generally atrocious
labor policies, still refuse to grant
the demands of the union, both
Local 110 and Local 169 are fully
prepared for strike action. All
necessary steps have been taken to
insure that the strike machinery

will operate smoothly and effi-
ciently.
The Joint Union Negotiating

Committee is made up of Gerald
William  Heigel and
George Phillips of Minneapolis
Local 160, and Tom Hall, Dan
Gephart and George Hale of St.
Paul Local 110.

Jaldus,

The 289 Blab

By A. M. Ogren

R

Next meeting will be Cake and
Pie drivers who will meet next
Thursday afternoon at 4:30 p. m.
We'll be looking for all of you
Cake and Pie drivers at this very
important meeting. Come on.
Let’s go.

* * *

Ah hah! We finally nail a
scoop. Up to this time a closely
kept secret, but here it is: Mr.
and Mrs. Art (Ding) Wiggin are
expecting and soon, too.

d * r

George Schriver, Excelsior, is
certainly a non-believer in the de-
pression because Georgie blossom-
ed out recently with a brand new
maroon Chevrolet.

* * *

The boys at Excelsior are hav-
ing it a little tougher now that
check-off system on dues has been
discontinued. Up to this time the
company always deducted the dues
from their check, but now they
have to pay them at the union of-
fice. Pretty tough, ain’t it, boys?

* * .

Next Monday marks a milepost
for the following men at Zinsmas-
tes: “Bing” Crosby, “Jack” Alt-
man, Dan “Groucho” Mikkelson,
Clarence Kohler, Oliver “Hurry
Up” Johnson, George Erickson,
Hiram “Snus” Osen, and myself.
We all started hiking bread to-
gether March 18, 1929. So Mon-
day, March 18, makes it 11 years
in the service of the company. 1
guess we ought to open up a keg
of nails or something on that,
don’t you?

L - L

The 289 bowling team looks like
a mortal cinch to cop first place
in the Union Drivers’ league, hav-
ing led the race all season. Nice
going, boys, and I take back a
couple of bad things I said about
you.

- - -

They tell me that our old
“friend” Georgie Leach has been
in Texas during all this bribery
pbusiness. I don’t know, but maybe
it would be smart on George's
part if he kept right on going
south before they get around to
him.

* . .

Mrs. Leonard Hagen is back
from the hospital after quite a
serious operation and doing fine
by latest reports.

* - *

On the operating table last week
was Gene Larson of the Milk Dri-
vers, Local 471, who was operated
on for gallstones. He's feeling fine

now.
. * -

To the Ladeez: Maybe if I of-
fered you one of my choice reci-

Hearing Reveals
Company Threats

Area Drivers

Defend Sioux
City Victims

(Continued from Page 1)
cord, and departed when they got
ready.

“But the word got out about
the visit of the three drivers to|
union headquarters, and two po-
licemen appeared at the drivers
office and inquired of Johnson
whether the three Havelock driv-
ers were there. Johnson didn’t
know, and told the policemen that
he thought the Havelock drivers
had left; and the policemen went |
away. |

“Next thing was the arrest of |
Cunningham, Fouts and Johnson
on the charge of ‘kidnaping for
ransom’ which ‘carries a penalty
of either life imprisonment or
death.’

“It is true that Fouts and John-
son have been convicted by juries
in Sioux Falls, and in Sioux City,
of certain offenses in connection
with the campaign of Local 383 to
organize the drivers of the Sioux
City territory.

Hlluminates Former Frame-Ups

“The Unionist has expressed
doubts as to the justice of these
convictions. This last case in Sioux
City serves to strengthen our be-
lief that certain powers have de-
termined to pick on certain offi-
cials of the drivers’ union merely
because these officials have been‘
active and aggressive in pursuit |
of their campaign for organiza-
tion.”

Just what action the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters
has taken to defend the Sioux iCty
Drivers Union was not known at
press time.

Independent
Truck Chatter |

By R. F. Hornig.

All indications noted in public
forecasts and confirmed by ouri
own private sources point toward |
an _excellent construction season'!
from the employment viewpoint
The total length of

the season is not so definitely out-

for truckers.

lined, however, and the main con-
sideration, if we are to favor our-
selves, is to look at the picture
only from the basis of the wages
it can bring us to accumulate a
satisfactory annual income. In this
respect we run into difficulties.
For most of us we begin the cur-
rent year of 1940 three months in
arrears. Present day wage sched-
ules are not adjusted sufficiently
any more on a seasonal basis to
provide a year’s income from the
wages of a summer’s work. There-
fore, we face a crucial test. Our
work begins in April. From that
time on we must secure the great-
est amount of job hours possible
within every work week if we are
to come out ahead. We can do this
only if we cooperate; if we de-
mand our union wage scale, the
protection our union contracts af-
ford us, proper job conditions, and
above all see to it that the union
becomes the employment source
for all jobs available in the in-
dustry.
4 - -

The executive board meeting
with your Ways and Means com-
mittee sanctioned the proposais ap-
proved by our membership for the
enforcement of our contracts for
the ITO section. The grievance
board will act on all reports of
violations, and your committee
will acquaint itself with each case
presented as well as review the
decision of the board for your in-
formation. Please remember each
report must be made in writing.
These provisions will become ef-
fective from the date of this issue
of the Organizer. If any are in
doubt as to these matters please

consult your organizer.
* * =

This is a swell time to be talk-
ing of dirt-moving when the radio
announcer this Wednesday morn-
ing reports the snow fall so far is
twelve inches.

- - -

Next week I hope to have a com-
plete picture of the new insurance
rates which were announced as
being reduced approximately 15
per cent. Also, if a tracer sent out
gets the desired results, you will
find out what happened to that li-
cense reduction announced way
last fall.

]
i National }
{ Picket Line

(Continued from page 1)
property, and to institute pop-

ular free education.
* » *

An investigation into industrial
conditions was begun. All facto-
ries, closed by their owners when
the Thiers government fled, were
to have been reopened and oper-
ated by their former workmen.
The idea of “one big union” for all
workers in each industry was prop-
agated. Formerly all workers had
been organized into small societies,
within their own factories.

8o

The Commune ordered that
the standing army be abol-
ished, that conscription be
discontinued, and that all men
eligible to bear arms consti-
tute the National Guard,
which was to be the only

armed force of France.
* - -

Rents on dwelling places, in-|
habited by the workers, were abol- J
ished from October, 1870 to April
1, 1871. It was declared illegal
for the managers of the National
pawn shops to sell any articles of
pledge given them for loans by the
workers.

e Y

Many of these reforms
were put into practice imme-
diately, but many of them
were projected for the near
future. However, Time, that
precious of elements,
was running out.
r * -

On May 11 the French army
broke through the walls of the
city on three fronts. By a deal
wtih Bismark, two regiments, cap-
tured by the Prussians at Sedan,
were rushed back into France to
accomplish the annihilation of the
Paris Commune. Marching like a
dreadnaught, crushing all the small
Communes in its way .into Paris,

most

the army won two important forts
early in May. On the 11th they
broke through the west and south
walls. Treachery on the part of
the Prussians who held the north
end of the city gave them another
entry. ol
- - -

Eight days of fierce and
awful fighting followed, be-
fore the workers went down
to defeat. They fought with
heroic bravery against tre-
mendous odds. The carnage
of the victors was horrible.
Women and children were
slain in cold blood. Whole
regiments of captured nation-
al guards were shot down by
a firing squad which never
rested.

On May 19, 1871, the Paris
Commune went down to
bloody but glorious defeat.

i * -

The capitalists, in their mop-
ping-up operations, revealed how
murderous they can be against
slaves who dare revolt. The streets
of Paris ran red for days with
workers’ blood. The cries of work-
ers who had been buried alive
could be heard coming from the
ground. The Wall of the Federals

| at the Pere Lachaise cemetery in

Paris still stands, the wall where
the Commune adherents stood ug
to be shot. Each year the French
workers make a pilgrimage to this
wall.

Northside to

Sponsor Boxing

An amateur boxing show be-
tween Minneapolis and St. Paul
champions will be presented April
10th by various civic organiza-
tions on the Northside. Profits will
be used to finance the trip of the
championship North High school
band to the New York World’s
Fair. It appeared possible that
Jack Dempsey may appear as ref-
eree.

The boxing show will be held
at the Minneapolis auditerium.
Tickets can be obtained at the
Hennepin Insurance Agency, 1228
Washington avenue mnorth, for
40-75c.

UNION MEETING SCHEDULE

|
LOCAL 471 {

General Membership — First |
and third Tuesday cach;

month, 7 p. m.
Girls’ Section—Second Tuesday
each month (7:30 p. m.)

LOCAL 131
Second Thursday each month,
8 p. m., third floor.

LOCAL 259
Second Monday of each month.

LOCAL 664
General Membership—First and
third Fridays.
Park Board Grievance Commit-
tee—Monday night preceding
last meeting of month.

LOCAL 1086
The Retail Clerks Local 1084

will meet on the first and
third Tuesdays of each
month.

PETROLEUM DRIVERS
Regular Membership Meeting——
First Wednesday each month.

LOCAL 977
General Membership — Second
Monday each month, 9 p. m.
Grievance and Seniority Board:
Each Thursday, 7 p. m.
Stewards—Fourth Monday, 9

p. m.

Executive Board—Each Thurs-
day, 8 p. m.

Lessee Section—Third Wednes-
day, 9 p. m.

FEDERAL WORKERS
Regular Membership — Second
Friday each month, 8 p. m.
Stewards—First and third
Wednesdays

LOCAL 289
Retail Drivers—First Thursday.
Wholesale Drivers — Second
Thursday.
Yeast Drivers—Third Tuesday.
Cake and Pie—Third Thursday.
General Membership — Fourth
Thursday.
Inside Workers — Last Satur-
day, 3 p. m.

LOCAL 346
Regular Membership Meeting
2nd Monday each month, 8:30
p. m., 4th Monday each month,
1:30 p. m. |
|

LOCAL 103
Regular Membership Meeting—
irst Monday each month.
Executive Committee Meeting
on call.

PRIVATE CHAUFFEURS

The Private Chauffeurs and
Helpers Local 912 meets the
first and third Tuesdays of each

month.

LOCAL 275
Tea and Coffee Drivers, Local
275, meets the first Friday
of every month.

LOCAL 359

pes as a prize for a news item you
would consider sending one in, Is
that o. k. witchu? 7 l

Stewards-—Second Mondays.
Executive and
third Mondays,

LOCAL 160
General Membership—First and
third Thursdays.
Seniority Boaré—Every Mon-

day.

Exscutive Board—Every Tues-
ay.

Stcwards—-Wednesdnﬁ preced-
ing 1st and 3rd ursdays.

LOCAL 221
Day Laborer Section — First
Tuesday each month.
Independent Truck Owners Sec-
tion — Second Tuesday eack
month.

LOCAL 1859

General Membership — March
6, 1940

Box Section—March 12, 1940

J. R. Clark Meeting—March
20, 1940

Warren Shade Meeting—March
21, 1940

Air-Loc Seat, Inc.—March 22,
1940

Grievance Board—March 7 and
21, 1940

Executive Board — Every Fri-
day, 8 p. m.

Twin City Stewards — March
11 and 25, 1940

General Membership—April 3,
1940

LOCAL 20481
General Membership — March
6, 1940

LOCAL 958
Night Drivers — 1 p. m., third
Thursday each month. :
Day Drivers — 7 p. m., third
Thursday each month.

LOCAL 544

Wednesday, March 6—Sau-
sage; Petroleum

Thursday, March 7—Green-
house; Independent Truck
Owners

Friday, March 8—Wholesale
Grocery; Meat Drivers

Monday, March 11—General
Membership

Tuesday, March 12-——Lumber

Wednesday, March 13—Mar-
ket; Wholesale Paper,
Wholesale Liquor

Friday, March 15—Job Stew-

ards
M()(Eldﬂ)’, March 18—Furniture;

cal
Thursday, March 21—Tent &
Awning; Newspaper 10 a.m.;
Ways & Means ITO
Friday, March 22—Cold
Storage and Produce
Monday, March £5—Spring

Water
7, March 26—Building

Tuesday

Material.

Wednesday, March 27—Sand

& Gravel & Excavating
Thursday, March 28-—Transfer

& Warehouse; Wholesale

Drug

Seniority Committee meets
each Tuesday at 7 p. m. in

Hall 3.

Grievance Committee meets
each Tuesday and Friday at 7
p. m. in Local 544 office, first
floor.

The Executive Board meets
each Wednesday at 10 a. m. in
tlleA {luge hlall on the first floor.

regular meetings start at
8 p.“l m. unless otherwise indi-
cated.




