A Ten Billion Dollar Federal Housing Program Would Provide Jobs For Al
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160 Membership Votes
Unanimous Approval
Negotiating Commlttee o

k-

,
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Demands Northern States Power Co.
State Position on Disputed Questions

As negotiations between the Utility Workers Union
Local 160 and the Northern States Power company head
towards & showdown, the membership of the union, meet-
ing January 18th, unanimously approved a lengthy reso-
lution reciting in detail the history of negotiations, and
calling for an enlarged negotiating committee.

The union membership voted enthusiastically, a
man, to approve the interpretation of negotiations pre-
sented by its negotiating committee, and instructed its
enlarged committee to obtain from the company definite
answers on all disputed questions.

At the present time, no working agreement is in effect |
between Local 160 and the company, the old agreement
having expired December 31, 1939. The company, through |
its personnel man, Frank J. Miller, is still seeking to bind
the union to the involved arbitration clause contained in
the expired contract.

Recently the enlarged union negotiating committee
met with representatives of the company, but little prog-
ress was reported.

In order that the union movement may obtain an
understanding of the situation, we suggest all readers
study the full text of the union resolution on negotiations,
published below: \

WHEREAS, the 1939 agreements between the company and the |

union state the following as to the expiration date of such agreements | sentenced in two equal batches, |
(Section “¢” under heading “Agreement”): |one group to receive sentences!
This agreement shall take effect the 20th day of Janu- | Saturday morning at 10 a. m., the!

ary, 1939, and shall continue to and including December 1, second group to be sentenced at 2 |
1939. It shall continue in full force and effect from year to | p. m. |
year thereafter unless written notice is given by either party 0. John Rogge, head of the|
hereto to the other on or before sixty (60) days prior to the criminal division of the D(‘part-l

1

the

are

be
such

that
amendments

date
cancelled.

annual expiration requesting agreement
amended If de
amendments shall be contained in such notice;
AND WHEREAS, on October 31, 1939 (sixty days before the
above-mentioned annual expiration date), the union submitted pro-
posals to the company to amend the 1939 contract, which after
amendment would become the new 1940 agreement; and
WHEREAS, November 1, 1939 sixty days before the
expiration submitted its proposed amemndments
to the union, a letter from Mr. Frank J. Miller accompany-
ing the amen and willing to meet
with you at any time 1940”; and

or sired,

on (also

the

stating

date), company

n

iments that the “Company is ready

to negotiate a new agreement for

WHEREAS, the company used this exact language in letters to |

the union concerning its agreements with the Construction Depart-
ment of the Northern States Power company, the Minneapolis Mill
company and the St. Anthony Falis Water Power company, and the
Minneapolis General Electric company; and

WHEREAS, a considerable amount of negotiating between the
union and company representatives has occurred since November 1,
1939; ana

WHEREAS, considerable progress was made towards reaching

satisfactory settlements, though no final agreement was reached
before December 31, 1939; and
WHEREAS, the three important points, among others, that re-

mained unsettled were the following:
1. The right of the
other than those
The urion shop;

3. A 5 per cent increase in wages;

AND WHEREAS, it being obvious that no agreement could be
reached before December 31, 1939, the expiration date of the con-
tract,
extend our present agreements for thirty days,”

union to deal on conditions of employment

specifically mentioned in the agreement;

the union wrote the company on December 30th asking
pointing out to the
company that such an extension was in line with past practices; and
WHEREAS, the to the union’s request
for an extension of the 2
union to that effect; and
WHEREAS, on January 8,

refused to agree
and on January

company
contract

representatives of the company and the union during which time the |

question of the three above-mentioned points of disagreement were
again discussed with no agreement resulting; and
WHEREAS, on that date the took the

company

1939 agreement was still in effect, inasmuch as the union had pro-
posed amendments and not out-and-out cancellation of the agree-
ment; and

WHEREAS, the union contends that the 1939 agreement ter-
minated on December 31, 1939, based on the wording contained in
section “¢”” quoted in the beginning of this resolution, which section
states with crystal clarity that the agreement shall expire on Decem-
ber 31, 1939, if either party gives written notice within sixty days
prior to expiration that it requests amendments or cancellation; the
union contending that the word
either of amendment or cancellation, the contract expires; and

WHEREAS, on January 11, 1940, the
company presented in detail the union’s interpretation of section *
and the basis for such interpretation; and

WHEREAS, 1940,

“or"” implies that in the alternative
union

e,

on January 12,
letter stating
your suggested amendments to our present contract, strictly in ac-
cordance wih the terms of our present contract,” implying that the

company rejects the union’s lnterpre(ahon, and further refusing to
4 3)

Centerville nuepnng

from the stike-breakers
for Nash Finch. The miners union
has mailed letters to various local
business houses asking their
operation in refusing service from

Miners A1d
Strike vs.
Nash Finch

deliveries

Cco-

the strike-breakers. Merchants

Gititaors. lm\; T'u‘ T who ignore this request will have
B Detvess  Union ‘Kdeal 388 (ho‘: pl;n‘e': ofAbusx‘no» listed as
against the unfair Nash Finch unfair at the Miners’ Hall and will

be publicized as being unfair to or-

wholesale grocery concern rounded l
ganized labor.

out its second month Monday with
the union a strong position Thanks to the Centerville mi-
Latest ally of the Nash Finch |ners, the Nash Finch business is |
strikers is the United Mine Work- toned up in one more town in
ers Union Local 553 of Center- this s As a means of aiding |
ville, lowa. Local 388's fight on the anti-labor
On January 22nd Carl Nilson, | Nash Finch company, union men
representing the Drivers Union, throughout the area are refusing

to drink Nash coffee or Pabst
Blue Ribbon beer, or to eat the
Our Family and Golden Valley
food brands. The above products
are handled by the anti-union
Nash Finch company.

spoke at the membership meeti
of the coal miners and asked their
cooperation in winning the strike.

The miners voted unanimeously
to place on the unfair list any mer-
chant, restaurant or beer tavern in

ng

“to |

1940, wrote the |

1940, a meeting was held between |

position that the |

in a letter to the |

the company replied in a |
“the company is very anxious to meet and negotiate |

2 |
working |

| year.
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FIVE CENT:

18 WPA Stri
To be Sentenced
By Court Saturday

| Will Receive Sentences in Two Batches, at 10 a. m. and
2 p. m.—Agreement Between WPA Defense Com-
mittee and Department of Justice Pends, Whereby
Charges Will Be Dropped Against 125 of the 130
Remaining Indicted Strikers—Five Would Enter Pleas
of Nolo Contendere

The eighteen men who, with fourteen women, have

Only the men will be sentenced Saturday.
of the women has been deferred indefinitely.
It is understood the men will be #-

ment of Justice, has been in Min-
neapolis during the week confer-
ring with federal officials and the
Central Labor Union’s WPA De-
fense Committee, on the guestion
of disposition of the cases involv-
ing the 130 indicted men and wo-
men who have not yet been tried.
Special Plea Seen
understood that
may be dropped against 125 of the
130 strikers, and that the remain-
ing five strikers may enter pleas of
nolo contendere to minor substan-
tive charges, but not to charges of
conspiracy to violate Section 28
of the relief law passed last July.
| A nolo contendere plea means in
essence that one presents himself
|in court, and states he does not
believe himself guilty of the
charges leveled against him. Such
a plea subjects him to judgment
at the hands of the court, and he |
forfeits his right to appeal any
decision made by the court. |tract system which has been pre-

The eighteen WPA strikers tu]wmvd unsuccessfully to the Min-

come up for sentencing Saturday city for the last
prison terms of two |
years on each count of “conspira-
cy” to violate Section 28 of the |
relief law, and on each count of
| violence, plus fines.
| Those to be sentenced Saturday
include: Carl Pemble, Richard |geeking special tax privileges for
Connell, Myron Phillips, Ben l’u]<"(h(.mﬂ,]‘..,.r at the expense of the
| mer, Leslie Wachter (convicted in | thousands of small-home
the first of the three WPA trials) ;| owners. Many members of the
Milton McLean, Charles Connors, |Taxpayers Association don’t even
William Riley (convicted in the | Minneapolis, but live at
|second trial); Eddie Alberts, |1 ake Minnetonka or other suburb-
Ralph Core, Max Geldman, Oscar |, spots in order to avoid paying
Schoenfeld, Frank Stevens, Ed-|iyair fair share of taxes to the city
ward Palmquist, Floyd Hurley, |i,, which they make their fat in-
George Toteno, and Charles Gri- comes.
{der. Wachter was also convicted | 7. Taxpayers Association sud-
jin the third trial. denly has become concerned about
1 i Qrgamzvd labor thropghouf the | the costs of the city’s water-soft—
‘l nu'o‘l s“"tf“‘ - ““}“hm“ Minne- | o hing plant. The truth is that the
apolis with intense interest, to see Association not 8o much et ]
what the outcome of the trials will ahout Ahe shove at Ak Lt
be. whereby it can
across the contract system on
the people of Minneapolis.

The Taxpayers Association has
known and approved of the sale of
bonds by which the water-soften-
ing plant has been financed. The
Board of Estimate and Taxation
has been controlled for many
years by people aligned with the
Taxpayers Association.

By expressing a faked concern
about the cost of the water-soften-
ing system, the Taxpayers Asso-
ciation, with the support of the
Civic Council and the
Contractors Association hopes to
force the Robb ordinance through
the city council.

It is generally known that the

General Contractors
(Continued on page 4)

system and substitute for

union officials.

It is charges
by the Civic Council; the Minne-
Taxpayers Association; and

Contractors Associa- |

apolis
the
tion.

At stake is t
city day laborers and the ef Tluenc\
and economy of the city govern-
ment.

The

General

January bulletin of the
attack on
attack
Alder-
same

devious and dishonest
the day-labor system, an
which paved the way for
man Robb to reintroduce the
old the

ordinance favoring con-

neapolis council

face possible twenty years.
What Taxpayers Assn. Is
The Minneapolis Taxpayers As-
sociation an organization made
up for the most part of wealthy

owners of down-town real estate,

is

city’s

live in

is
cerned
secking a wedge
put

]oh;l—Boscoe
Re-elected
CLU Head

| Last Wednesday,
'the Minneapolis Central Labor
Union held its annual election.
John Boscoe of the Printing Press-
|men was unanimously re-elected
president, a post he has held since
1938. William Sinnott of the Milk
Drivers was upopposed for the post
of vice-president, as was Roy Weir
of the State Employees for the
post of financial secretary-treas-
urer and organizer.

Tom Pierce of the Building Ser-
vice Employees was chosen as reg-
istry clerk in place of Myrtle Har-

January 24th,

Pliam Linoleum

ris. The CLU’s failure to re-elect TO Get New Pact
| Harris was believed due to her
breaking away from the Minne- A new agreement to succeed

apolis caucus at the 1939 State
| Federation of Labor Convention
Tom Jordan of the Bricklayers
was re-elected sergeant-at-arm-
Carl Skoglund and Nels Ander-
son, trustees of the central labor
body, were not up for re-election
|as their terms do not expire this

the present pact which expires
February 5th will be presented hy
the Warehouse Workers Union Lo-
cal 259 to the Pliam Linoleum
company this week.

At present these workers have a
40-hour week with a 60c hourly
minimum. A meeting of the Pliam
| workers will be held soon.

!

kers CLU Favors

'Expanding

!

Chief forces working to introduce the
contract system are the “Tm\n ”d”

the livelihood of 2,000 |

Taxpayvers Association contains u!

General !

| guards

Association |

Security Law
Last Wednesday the
Minneapolis Central Labor Union
unanimously endorsed the resolu-
tion presented by the Private
Chauffeurs Union Local 912, de-
manding of Congress that it ex-
tend the benefits of the Social Se-
curity law to all domestic em-
ployees and all others not now
covered by the law.
The resolution had

evening

previously

| been endorsed by the Teamsters
been tried and convicted in the WPA strike trials will be|
| sentenced this Saturday by Federal Judge M. M. Joyce,
{the WPA Defense Committee revealed this week.

Sentencing |

Joint Council. Local 912 plans to
start a nation-wide campaign in
the union movement to extend the
Social Security act to cover all
\\'ol‘ku\'

Day-Labor System
In City Threatened

leactionary forces in Minneapolis are again up to
their old game of seeking to abolish the city’s day-labor
it the costly contract system
with its accompanying lower wages.

This was the warning issued this week

by leading

wage-cutting

meetings sponsored

‘Hearing on
L. Glotzbach
This Week

Roblcy Cramer,
i Minnezpolis

editor of the
Labor Review,
I‘pl‘\'xt‘l t protests of the
lis Central Labor Union
the ’resident’s
L. Stolte Minnesota
ministrator and of Linus
bach regional WPA
before the U. S. senate appropria-

Minneapo-
against
appointment of S.
PWA ad-
Glotz-

as director,

this week. The
tee is headed by Senator
McKellar of

Roosevelt presented the names
of Stolte and Glotzbach to the
last July following their
strike-breaking roles the local
WPA Interim appoint-
ments of the two were approved,
but reconsideration granted
after Farmer-Labor Senator Er-
nest Lundeen protested on behal®
of the Minneapolis union move-
ment. At this session of congres
President Roosevelt has
scught confirmation for Stolte and
Glotzbach, and the hearing this
week will examine their qualifica-
and the protests of organ-
:izmi labor against them.

subcommit-

Kenneth

senate
Tennessee.
senate
in
strike.

was

again

tions

'ADT Police
Risk Lives
For Pittance

Last

week-end the Alexander |
check-cashing bureau on 5th street

was held up for the second time |

this winter. One of the American
District Telegraph special police-
men was shot in the mouth by the
robber and is in serious condition
at the hospital.

Investigation shows that these
special policemen, who act as
for buildings equipped with
the ADT system, receive only $22
a week, yet they risk their lives
every time they go on the job.

S

National Jewelry

Is Still Unfair

Union people are staying away
in droves from the National Jew-
elry store, 426 Nicollet avenue,
because this establishment contin-
ues its bitterly hostile attitude to-

| ward organized labor.

It is estimated that if all the
people who have ceased patron-
izing the National Jewelry store
were stood end to end, they would

| reach from here to there.

tions subcommittee in Washington |

| mee

1t

s
. | H1€es
will |

Members, Speakers

ally to

Defend

544 in Fink Sui

Don’t Forget
Defense Dance

This Saturday

Union men and their wives
and friends will attend the
dance being given by the Wo-
men’'s Auxiliary of the Electri-
cal Workers Union Local 160
this Saturday evening at 257
Plymouth Avenue North. All
profits will go to the WPA De-
fense Fund. Tickets are only
25¢ each, a fine union orchestra
will play, and a good time is
promised all.

Ticket sales have been large
and a big crowd is anticipated.

FWS Adjusts
Grievances

In Vlllages

Last Thursday evening repre-
sentatives of Local 544’s Federal
Workers Section attended the
meeting of the Crystal Village
welfare board to take up relief
grievances which the board, on

various pretexts, had failed to act
on. FWS officials to
jadjust grievances for the two faiu-
and the
volved.

A

county

were able

one single man in-

army of village and
attended the
did interested

and relief

small

police board

ting, a ma

observers recipients.

The meeting was conducted qui-
etly and the FWS spokesmen were
|praised by the board for their
clear-cut presentation of the is-
‘.~ut~~ involved.

Two weeks earlier the FWS was

in adjusting relief grie

vances in Hopkins.

successful

When Buying
Gas, Look
'For This

Members 'nwi rr.n nds of organ-
ized labor can aid the AFL Fill-
ing Station At-

f‘u‘% tendants Union

¢ Local 977 in its
=
2 977 E lrive to com-
3 Ini
=1 plete the union-
Z MAY 1340 § VT .
ization of the
w ’ ” city's oil sta-
bmos Loh
tions, by insist-
ing that every station attendant
|who serves you wears the button
|of Local 977, reproduced here-
| with.
The Sears Roebuck station at
|Elliot and Lake street is unfair

o the union, as are the Sta

Oil stations

ndard
listed beiow. Help the
cause of unionism by refusing to
patronize of these station
until they see fit to operate with
union attendants.

any

station

Standard Stations—Downtown
13th and Harmon Place
104 Glennwood Ave

7th and 3rd Ave.
Alh St. and 2nd Av
Standard Shum.s——‘nutb
and France
and Hennepin
and Nicollet
and Nicollet
St.
h and Xerxes Ave
and Penn
» and Mor

South
N.

50th
22nd

54th

:\\e. 3
Ave.

at Lake Calhoun
S,

32nd and Lyndale Ave.

Garfield and Lake St.

ané Bloomington
1i

27th and Hennepin A
48th and Hennepin
48th and Chicago A
38th and
d and
fwlh and
46th an

N
'd Bryant Ave.
h\nahmr and Minnetonka Blv

rd.

S

26th and 1st Ave. S.
54th and Lyndale Ave.
35th and &hxrn;:o Ave.
Holmes and Lake St.
Standard Stations—North
Girard and Plymouth Ave. N.
Penn and 6th Ave. N.
Plymouth and Oliver Ave. N.
37th and Fremont Ave. N.
Bx sadway and Rockford Road

S.

— o

{ held Wednesday ev

l.arge Local 544 Membership Meeting Expreszes Confi-
dence in Union and Leadership—Officials of Central
Labor Union, State Federation of Labor Pledge Aid
to Union in Fight Against Labor’s Enemies—544 Offi-
cials Warn Against Anti-Labor Propaganda, Frame-
ups—IBT Officials Praise Union for Its Defense in

Fink Sauit

state labor
union,

and

the

the ¢ity

against

544 ar u1 their willingness to supnor
safiniae:,

FLASH!

125 WPA Strikers
Freed After 5
Revise Pleas

Late Wednesday afternoon
in Judge Joyce's courtroom five

indicted WPA strikers pleaded

nolo contendere after which, on

motion of O. J. Rogge of the
Department of Justice, indict-
ments were dismissed against
the remaining 125 indicted
strikers.

The five who pleaded nolo
contendere were Owen Jacob-
son, Roy Organ, Glen Smith,

Louis Lindsay and Victor Chi-
odo.

Arrangements had been made
between the Central Labor
Union's WPA Defense Commit-
tee and Mr. Rogge for such dis-
position of the remaining cases.

Rogge read a statement in
court, in which he said Presi-
dent Roosevelt thought the
WPA workers had ‘“learned”

their “lesson.”

Unionists
Aided on
Tax Blanks

Violet Johnson, member of the
Office Workers Union, will make
out feder: state incor X
returns for union members, she
stated this week. This service w
cost one dollar for duplicate fed
eral returns and one state
for incomes consisting larg
salaries or wages. No ch: wi
be made if income i el
to make a tax due.

Miss Johnson will be at the Driv
ers Hall on Tuesday and Thurs
day afternoons during

February.

Appointments can be

phoning Geneva 6981. the
personal exemption for single mer
and women is now only $1,000
union m rs should give tl
matter some thougl day fo
returns Marc those
who take care " NOW
will have the advant of more
time and corsideration in making
out their income tax blanks.

Laundry Drivers
Dance Set for
February 21st

The Laundry Dn
cal 131 will

ers Union Lo
sponsor a dance
rening, Fe
Arcanum Hall,

sbruary

21st, at the Royal

2011 1st Ave. S.,

was &

nnounced

this week.

Tickets are 25¢, and the 1‘|mu_
Bobby Phillips dance band will
provide the music. Refreshments
of all orts will be availabl to
guests,

Grave Fuel Co.

Has Hard Winter |

The Grav \\nud & Fuel Co.,
2539 Minnehaha, is unfair to or-
ganized labor in Minneapolis. All
union men are to remember this
fact when making fuel purchases.

|its enemies.”

to be |

| tion

| Tu“(‘ 1V evening a :;.nn. :d mass mmm« of General
Drivers

| floor auditorium in ﬂ e l)n\c'\ !
novement «,\']:I:zm the book suit
and express their

\ll he ‘.u] .\;n.d\vls tlnm

confidence in Local
'h« union to the finish

-4
L

1 1ts figl ainst the fin

The union committee !]::11 Jjust
returned from conferences with
international officials of t Broth
erhood of Teamsters and the Am-
erican Federation of Labor report-
ed t such officials expressed
n confidence the Minne

olis Drivers Un and admira-
on for the way which they
have conducted the ¢ protect
Local 544’s books and record from
the enemies of organized labor.

Labor Leaders Speak

ong the speakers Tuesday

I were Robley Cramer, editor
of the Labor Review; Harold Sea-
ve i <-r' Minneapolis
Joint Cou George

, chairman of the (m.vul La-

bor Un WPA Defense Com-
tee; Robert Olson, president of

ta State Federation of

Vincent Dunne and Miles

Cramer introduced

Brother was

sident Carl Skoglund who

*d at the meet Cramer

YOl d o h: enemies

re not so ich ested in Lo-

il 544’s books as in e pay en-

pes « | members of organ-
bor

Why This Suit?
“No one ever bothered looking
nto the books of the old General
1d but

nded

e Local

aud:ence.

544 has become the keystone of
he labor movement in this area,
he enen of labor are trying to

and all unionis

‘N er what the court may

1y, we know these plaintiffs don’t

come into court in good faith.
don’t have the interests of

h on membership at heart . . .

“Labor’s enemies know this suit
against Local 544 is just a begin-
that if they

44, they will make the same
ef-
fective union in Minneapolis and
the

Minneapolis will stand back of Lo-

ning; succeed against
Local 5
every other

attempt against

nation. Organized labor in
cal 544 until the real conspirators
are exposed, and until the union

has won a complete victory over

Harold Seavey, presi-
i¢ Teamsters Joirnt Coun-
[ the support the Coun-

h iver the book suit to
a nd ged continued sup-
yort to the General Drivers Union
n defending itself against the
finks and those who are behind
them.

L 2

George Murk made the observa-
that the
were responsible for attacking the

same people whe

Minneapolis unemployed are push-
Local 544,

with the aim of undermining the

ing the suit against
living standards of the workers.
“Through the efforts of the drivers
and the rest of the labor move-

men*, wages in this city have been

| raired from about $12 a week to

| $30-35.

The hate
unions like Local 544 because they
the and
privileges that they used to have.
The people behind this book suit

employers

can’t have concessions

want to create doubt in the minds
the members of this splendid in-
These pecple must be

jed on

o
stitution.

(Contin

Make Minneapolis a Union Town
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544 Members Rally

To Defend Union

Against Enemies

(Contix
defeated
forts.”

in their

L3 -

President Robert
State Federa
told of t}

in which

tion of
e growing

Euils

involving the union movement.

pledged the State
would back Local

of its ability in thi

from Pag

shameful

e

*

1)

Olson
Labor
number of

ef-

of t

briefly

iaw

labor’s enemies are

He

Federation

544 to the best

fioh
fight.

Tells of Conference With Tobin

Ray Dunne, membe
mittee that had just re
interviews +with Presi
Tabin, Judge Padway,
cil of the Amer

r of

the con

dent

1 y
legal

]

ican Federation

urned from

Dauniel
coun-
of

Labor, and other national union
leaders, dwelt at some le
the history of the book suit since
it was first started on February
17, 1938.

When the suit was filed, Dunne
said, “the heart of every fink in
town bounded with joy. Every

labor-hating bos
up living wages
toox out
hatred of

for h
a new

all m

lease

|

n

tab

who had to dig

employees

s old

e and

worthwhile union These finks,
and those directing them, h:
failed for two years to disrupt this
growing union. They have tried
every scheme, angle, device and
truck, without the desired results.
For two long years now, the em-
ployers have thrown thousands of
dollars into this book

Dunne presented the unsavory
record of Svenndal, Asplund, Fish-
er, Ryan and Corbett, the five
who lent their names to the fink

five
the

suit. “These

nowhere, from
the
funds or
they have
highest-priced
neapolis

union

" had

attorne

years on this case.
ighting is not just
men, but men who ai

as whips by the bosses

resources of

working for t
What

ome misguided

movement.

one

2ys

men came
outside rim of

Wi

their

e bein

we

from

th no

own,

f

are

g used

Our union

stated from the start of the suit
that it was brought for ulterion
purposes, mnot to examine the
union’s finances, which are an

open book to all union members.”

* *

He reminded the thronged hall

that Local 544,

reported the suit

two years
to the Central

ago,

Labor Union and suggested that
the CLU choose an auditing com-
mitte¢ from the union movement
to go over Local 544's books. “We
have nothing to hide from honest

union men, we have always been

willing to let union men know the

-
*

neys, John Goldie and Gilbert
Carlson.

President Tobin was reported as
| expressing the complete confidence
|of the International Brotherhood
of Teamsters’ leaderchip with the
fight being waged by Local 544
against the plaintiffs.

Warns Against Frame-ups

“l know what Local 544'c mem-
bership will do in this situation,”
closed Ray Dunne. “They will keep
on fighting. They will be
swayed by false reports and propa-
ganda. They will have complete
confidence that the case is as well

not

in hand as it can be.
bat down all the anti-labor propa-
ganda. The fight today is of a
difierent character than a fight on
a picket line, but it is fully as im-
the

portant to

union.
tempts to frame-up the leaders
and
union. Do not be fooled or dis-
mit our enemies to hurt this union.
They may strike us blows, certain
members may have doubts, but our
enemies ARE NOT GOING TO
HARM THIS ORGANIZATION.
Loca! 544 will stand solid because
the best ranks of the union under-
stand what we are up against.”

The thousand and more drivers
who were present expressed their
wgreement with these sentiments

applause
hur Hudson of the
rers Union Local 120
to Tuesday
speaker of
business, and the
speaker was Miles Dunne.
% ; *

prolonged
Preside

. Paul

nt

Driv

appear

because

; union

pressi

closing

1Ir ur

crises. I would be lonesome
them. 1 feel se-
when 1 know our enemies are

to bat
1 }\'l‘)"‘f

things for the union.

always

down,
doing

us

trying
then
: 3

rignt

the labor-haters quit attacking lo-

we are

544, then we will indeed know
in danger.”

Praises ITO

Miles Dunne praised the Inde-
pendent Truck Owners section for
the splendid help they have ren-
dered the in the fink suit,
and in aiding to track down the
records of the plaintiffs.

“We will proceed in the same

cal

we are

union

fashion as we always have, with
one objective in view: How well
an we make this union function
to protect its members, to safe-

the working con-

guard the wages,
i members.

the

jobs of our

They will !

the active members of this |

Independent
Truck Chatter

By R. F. Hornig

It has finally shown up. I mean
the notice for the civil service ex-
amination for truck drivers. Place,
North High School, Time, Feb. 6-7,
7 p. m.

T

This column will carry news of
the governor’s conference next
week. What about? All union
labor engaged in road and bridge
work under the jurisdiction of the
highway department will have rep-
resentatives at hand to establish
with the highway department offi-
cials and Governor Stassen a uni-
form code for wage rates in all
specifications for bids sent to the
contractors.

* * *

Looking over newspaper clip-
pings received last year on the re-
sults of the WPA bidding system
as operated in Cleveland and To-
ledo 1 find that conditions existing

We must all be prepared | six months . . .
for false propaganda, even for at- | ¢il is squawking about discrimina-

{there at that time were repeated
welfare of the|to the letter right here in the last

Now the city coun-

tion to Stolte about lack of WPA
jobs for the city. They are going

;to ask for 2,000 more jobs.

turbed. We are not going to per- |

iion is in one of its peri- |

because |
the |
When |

* * *

We could have supplied you
with fifteen jobs at least on the
ice-hauling if there had been any
desire on your part to have a plat-
form available. Those who took
the work made about seven days
at eight hours per. Not bad at a
scale ranging from $1.75 to $2.50.
* S

Red Hohenstein is back again
after a nice vacation in California.
| Red toock a whack at assembly
work in the airplane factories out
there but decided rivet pushing on

the line at 51¢ was no go for him. |

Hollywood, Tia Juana, etc., were
all right too, says Red, but the
Belt Line pays better.

S x *

A neat little monthly paper pub-
| lished from Chicago called The
{ Transport Driver will cost you $1
| a year. Here are three new wrin-
| kles taken from the January issue:
| Molded rubber fenders for trucks
| and busses are the latest. Just try
putting a crease in them. Diesel
motors are available for replace-
ment in 1940 Fords. You oil-eat-
ers please take notice: Differential
hubs are the latest invention for
better non-friction driving and
greatest tire mileage. In the east
dual front wheels with differential
hubs are being used on heavy haul-
ing tractors.

* - *

Our little exposure on the latest
WPA bids created quite a bit of
serious talk among the boys about
how great an importance should
be given to the principle involved. '
Anyhow, here is a follow-up. The
Begin family has evidently demon-
trated how profitable the 80c

WPA work can be because the
est of their community along Ru-

| ral Route 11 has moved in on the

i program at the

|

union's state of affairs. We have | If we proceed in this manner, ev-
made monthly, quarterly and an-|crything we do will tend to pre-
nual financial reports to the mem- [serve and strengthen our union.
bership. We are willing to show | Criticism from our enemies hl*‘,
our books to union men. We are |damned, we will continue to do the
unwilling to show our books to t thing.
labor-haters.” | “The employer-controlled daily
* . . press is going to say much about |
Discussing progress of the lus. They aim to make you doubt
court trial, - Dunne stated | whether the union can continue to
the union in court that |do everything you want it to do.
these five merx e in just before | A trade union is only a stop gap,
February 17, 1938, and paid | but it is the only thing at the pres-
up in good standing just so they | ent moment we have to defend us
could bring the contemptible it against the bosses, who want above
+ . . We have worked as we did  all to return to the conditions they
to make it ir ble V enjoyed before 1934. The bosses
finks to pull this want most of all to have the power
ANY union. to adjust your wages, your hours
permitted the pis and conditions according to his
of our books, out putting desires and his greed for profits.
any def two weeks la- Only the union protects you. |

another batch of

'd to do the

ter,
induce

th

sam

finl

e thing,

e union would be put

ks could

to no er

1 be
ar '1
d

warn you to reject the lies of the
capitalist sheets.”

membership expressed its

of expense and disruption. P : “
Bhiade Sat B 1 it RO p co -:l-t;ﬁ.m-\ in '.'.!(‘ union and
“We proved ' BEarsbig 7 ShNont ape
plaintiffs did not ' .‘;Nx, 1-...‘”?\. ng ‘\l‘m«“ Dunne’s
) . : address, President Skoglund de-
hands. We proved they were or-| | : g P
Sonsiition ¢ Wt S lared the meeting adjourned.
We caug NOT A BAD IDEA
ness r The new soldier was walking
t\'(“'?'f‘.\'v g Rt “ | post for the first time. A form
PP . soaw, pos 'Yy | approached. “Halt!” cried the sol-
t" t"'('-l "‘ e SRS SEm—— for | dier. “Who are you?” “The offi-
Local 1. Let :{:- judge said hﬂ'(" of the day,” was the reply.
was not “"" pletely sure L these | “Advance.” The officer advanced
men had bad intentio but after a few steps was again
“Unless further legal 1 are | ordered to halt. “This is the sec-
made betwes 1 ! ond time vou've halted me,” com-
the examinat of ti plained the officer, “what are you
books will rt As the ex- | going to do next?” Never you
amination progr € the 1dge | mind what I'm going to do,” was
will from tir ) Al 1- | the stern answer. “My orders is
rate issues in the case. { to call ‘Halt’ three times and then
“We are not only 1 | shoot!"
secing th t ( |
Union and the State | ESTABLISHED 1893
of Labor know all
stances surroun Headquarters
that the Interna , or Dependable
hood of Teamste und i House
detail the 1 f lit. W Furnishings at
have conferred Presider Moderate Prices
Tobin a udge Padway.” \ Cash or Terms \
Padway E"aise\ Uvion Defense |
The N Ju \i' ]'hi X CENTRAL
e of the union in | WU FURNITURE
the _"n_tw‘::h nt }”‘“"; | t8 312 WEST BROADWAY
yived 1n the suit, and |
Local 544’s attor- l

same scale.

* * *

Wky don’t you fellows on the
park board list find out why the
WPA truckers get the best break |
on winter work while we
wait around till summer for the
? Check with your park

leftovers?
commissioner. Here is the Board

of Park Commissioners: Maude
D. Armatage, Edward H. Chal-
gren, Francis A. Gross, Paul C.

Johnson, H. G. Knight, George E.
Leach, Alexander A. McRae, Lu-
cian C. Miller, Walter J. Murphy,
Alfred F. Pillsbury, Walter P.
Quist, Clmton L. Stacy, Horatio

Dy-Dee Wash and
Star Valet Unfair

The Dy-dee Wash company, 718
Washington Ave. N., and the Star
Valet Cleaners, 2744 Lyndale S.,
continue to be unfair to the Laun-
dry Drivers Union and to organ-
ized labor. it reported both
firms are totlering through the
winter months, staggering under
the scorn of union men and wo-
men.

is

Rex Bar & Cafe
1231 Washington Ave. N.

Rex Hamilton Pete Iverson

Jos. W. Du Four
Coal & Oil Co.

1009, Union Concern

COAL - COKE - WOOD
FUEL OIL

DUpont 9331

COAL IS 50c LESS
FOR CASH

2919 Hiawatha Ave.

must 1

Scissorbill Sam,

The Boss’s Man

can’t be wrong.

I'm all for sending help to Finland.
and Governor Stassen and Mayor Leach are all for it, it

If Herbert Hoover

Farmer-Coop-Labor Council
1939 Report Shows Progress

ing the past year’s activities

andria, Cloquet,
Northfield. He lists the numerous

cooperatives and the unions.
Program of the Council
Describing the Council’s
gram, Mr. Rasmussen writes: “An
attempt has been made to have a
uniform labor policy become char-
acteristic of the three cooperative
wholesales, and to have a uniform
cooperative policy characteristc
of the labor groups represented.
Such a policy is based entirely «n

cerned. It is very evident that the
interest in the cooperative mecve-
ment has been greatly
on the part of organized labor in
Minnesota because of the activities
of the Council. The credit unior
group health, cooperative oil sta-
tions, and cooperative grocery

| stores have benefited considerably |
because of the Council’s activities. |

i.—\ series of interesting meetings
have been sponsored by the Coun-
cil throughout the state of Minne-
sota, and the results have been
definitely gratifying.”

Labor Aids Tornado Victims

Rasmussen sketches in the year-
ly report the aid given by the Min-
neapolis Central Labor Union to
those farmers in Anoka whe were
victims of the tornado last sum-
mer. The CLU contributed over
$500, through the Council, to elev-
en farmers in Anoka whose build-
ings and homes had been destroy- |
ed.

Proposes 1940 Program

For the coming year, Mr. Ras-
mussen proposed the following
program:

1. To continue educational
meetings, presenting programs in
behalf of organized labor, coop-
eratives and agriculture before
community groups, cooperative or-

P. Van Cleve, Joseph A Wojciak,

Washington Yale.
*

. *

You have an average c¢f nine-
teen unemployed registered from
the week oi July to Dec. 31.
Records for these 25 weeks were
kept, with the honors going to
Aug. 10 for the least trucks at
hand—five. Dec. 7 ran the high-
est with 46 truckers looking for a
l»rtd]\

-
{

. - -

544-1TO BOWLING LEAGUE

Team Won Lost
¢ SRR 47 10
Diesels 33 24
ot s~ 88 25
Dralgine ... 82 25
Gravelers ... 32 25
Minnesota 26 31
Muckers 19 37

High scores: Palaia, 515; R.

Mengelkoch, 539.

Is your Club, Lodge, Union,
Fraternal organization or
Church group in need of ad-
ditional funds?

IF SO, why not run a dance

for tho benefit of your group
at the Beautiful

MARIGOLD
BALLROOM

(Northwest’s Finest)
Cali Bridgeport 2030 for details

by Paul Rasmussen, executiv :
Rasmussen summarizes the public supper meetings of
the Council held at Montevideo, Now York Mills, Alex-

The solid progress made by the Minnesota Farmer-
Cooperative-Labor Council is reflected in the report cover-

of the Council, just released
e secretary of the Council.

instances in which the Council has |
been of benefit to the farmers, the |

pro- |

mutual aid and should work out %o |
the advantage of all groups c¢.n-|

increased |

MINNESOTA WINE AND

FOR HOME

Blue Earth and #—

Forum to Probe

Behind 544 Trial

“Behind the 544 Book Trials”
{will be the topic discussed by Mi-
chael Freed at the Sunday Forum

on February 4th at 3 p. m., 919
Marquette. Questions from the
|floor are invited and will be an-|

| swered.

'12th Ward FL Club
'Card Party Saturday

The 12th Ward Farmer-Labor
Cicb will hold a card party on
Saturday, February 3rd, at 8:30
| p. m. in the hall at 2815% E. Lake
street, to which the public is in-
| vited.

' Card of Thanks
| To Local 160:

Thanks to all the members for
the flowers sent my mother at the
funeral Saturday.

Lawrence Price

PR S p—

| union-operated station,
the FAIR list.
!

Gassing With
977
The Standard station at Penn
and Broadway North is now a

and is on
* * £
Congratulations are extended
Mr. and Mrs. James Martin, par-
ents of an eight pound boy born
January 21. Jim is steward for the
local at the Petroleum Service

bulk plant.
*

The name and address of each
member who takes advantage of
the medical care offered by the
local is forwarded to the union
doctor; whenever you need medi-
cal attention, present your dues
book to him as proof to him that
you are in good standing. It is
essential that each member keep
his dues book stamped to date. If
your dues are paid and you do not
have a stamp, mail your book to
the office to be stamped, it will be
returned immediately.

= ¥ *®

Again we remind you that medi-
cal service is available at the low
cost o $1.20 per member per
year. ne address of Dr. H. P.
McCrimmon is 716 LaSalle Bldg.

* * *

Those who helped out by donat-
ing to the WPA Defense fund,
will be glad to know that the sum
of $7.40 was collected and turned
over to the committee in charge.

x *

Dave Jacobs, who formerly op-
erated a station at 720 Plymouth
Ave. N., is now in a new station
at 1400 Lyndale Ave. N

-

ANOTHER LOAD
From City and
Sanitary Drivers
Local 664

By Wally Raze

ganizations, educational and labor
| organizations.

2. To complete the state organ-
ization of the Council, with the
{aim of establishing representative
committees in all of the 87 coun-
ties, and to have these county
committees established in such a
way “that they could function as
legislative committees whenever
necessary to bring pressure in be-
half of labor, cooperatives and ag-
riculture.”

3. To plan for a state conven-
tion where “a definite permanent
agricultural program” can be for-
mulated to submit to the present
session of Congress.

The board of trustees has left in
the hands of John Wisdorf, E. L.
Smith and Paul Rasmussen, acting
as a Conference Committee, the
responsibility of considering a con-
ference of farm, labor and coop-
erative leaders for the purpose of
considering a permanent farm
program.

John Wisdorf, a Fulda farmer,
is chairman of the board of di-
rectors of the Minnesota Farmer-
Cooperative-Labor Council. Other
board members are William Gyde-
son, St. Paul unionist; Gene Lar-
son, treasurer, Minneapolis union-
ist; C. R. Crews, secretary, Super-
ior Central Coop Wholesale; E. 1.
Smith, farm organizations, Monte-
video; Andrew Jensen, consumer
cooperatives, Minneapolis; and Ed
Marien, Duluth unionist.

T TRNCRE AN PR SIS
HOW IMPORTANT IS

$1.00?

Systematic saving of small
amounts is what counts, Here
you can depend on a good re-
turn on your money with your
savings insured up to $5,000
by a government agency. Cur-
rent rate 3% computed
monthly, compounded semi-
annually. As little as $1.00
will open your account.

is

Open Saturdays
8:30 A. M. to 1 P.

Resources Over
$10,750,000

TWIN CITY
FEDERAL

i SAVINGS & LOAN ASS’N.
| 801 Marquette

M.

Minneapolis

DRINK MODERATELY

SPIRITS INSTITUTE, Inc.

(Comprised of Minnesota Wholesale Wine and Liquor Dealers)

Silent-Odoiless IR
usE GAS HEAT &

COMFORT

From the news angle, pickings
have been very slim this past week,
so I shall be compelled to limit
my comments to impersonal topics,
with one exception. Brother Char-
lie Martin wants it noised around

1

that he too went fishing with Al

|
{
|

{purchase ANYTHING demand the

and Lars. He, also, didn’t catch |
anything.
£ 4 * *
The B.P.C. has just acquired |

two new Mercury-powered dump-
trucks and boy! Are they big ones.
My heart goes out to the unfortu-
nates who will be compelled at
some future date to shovel “over
the side” into these rubber-tired
box cars.
* * *

Many of us sweeper-operators
are prone to comment as follows:
“Ye Gods, every year the same
thing.” This is followed by caustic
epithets never seen in print ex-
cept at times in Esquire.

Ed ¥

Incidentally, how come the writ-
ers for the magazine just men-
ioned get good money for such
naughty language, designed for
public consumption when you and
1 would get the works in short or-

*

{union label. |

Mortuaries That Are Fair

The following funeral homes are classed as FAIR
to organized labor and worthy of your patronage:

Anderson, Barney & Son, 3644 Chicago Ave.
Anderson Bros., 1117 East Lake Street

Anderson, Henry W., 1839 East Lake Street
Anderson, W. A, (Ebrenstrom), 1825 Riverside Ave.
Billman, Dan, 2518 Central Ave.

Burr Funeral Home, 3040 Lyndale Ave. South
Davis, Harvey, 4084 VWest Broadway (Robbinsdale)
Enga Memorial, 1300 Lowry Ave. North

Heinrichs Funeral Home, 902 West Broadway
Kozlak, Peter Funeral Home, 1918 University Ave. N. E.
Larson, O. E., 2301 Central Ave.

Peterson Funeral Home, 1838 Central Ave.

Sullivan, Frank D., 2617 Hennepin Ave.

Swanson’s Mortuary, 1610 Lowry Ave. North
Sundseth Funeral Home, 2024 Lyndale Ave. North

All others considered unfair until such time as
their name appears on the above list.

Red Caps
‘Demand War

o * Referendum

summer

Party Saturday
To Benefit Workers’
Summer School

The scholarship fund
University of Wisconsin
school for workers in industry an-
nounces it will give 16th an- |
nual benefit card party Saturday, |

its

The International
Red Cap

Brotherhood

of voted January 14th

February 3, 8 p. m., at the recre- | i, their second annual convention
{ation hall of the YWCA, 11th and | ¢, change their name to United
Mco.llet. 2 Transport Service Employes of
Tickets are 25c¢ each. Cards|America. The Interstate Com-
and bunco will be played and|merce Commission has ruled that
+ - . g nts 2 z
kh?re will be 1eﬁc‘ ll‘nltll, -‘”‘jl~1zat101~ po"t' rs are railroad em-
prizes. The scholarship fund has | ploves, and the change in name is

enabled several Minneapolis trade being made for this reason.

unionists to attend the workers’| The transpor rvice employ

. b | n transport se 1 eI oves
5t r school at Madison, Wis- “
T — chool fadison, endorsed the Gavagar anti-lynch-
consin. )

ing bill now being debated in con-
gress, urged the country to stay
of and recommended
| passage of a law establishing a
{popular referendum before this
country makes any military move.

der were we to quote the same re-
marks audibly in public? Perhaps
the ear is easily offerded
than the eye.

out war,

more

*
Looks like Local 544 is getting
all set for the book-opening cere-

LAWYERS AND MEN

mony IF and WHEN it takes| Whon 3 e reliied adia P
place. It's time all union members ikl A e i .
in Minneapolis got wise to the| o ]

|to a witness.
schemes now under way to destroy | . > » g
“ . . I think—"" the witness began.
all labor unions in our city. |

. |  “l don’t care what you think—

: . & I & 7 e
Some Standard oil and | ant to know what you know,

the Sears-Roebuck station are an-
ti-union. Keep that in mind when
buying gas and When you

- *

stations
the lawyer interjected sternly.

“Well, then,” replied the wit-
ness, “‘I might as well get off the
stand, | can’t talk without think-
|ing. I'm not a lawyer.”

Fidelity State -
Bank

Place your Federal Housi Loans
and Auto Finance with \...'\. only
bank controlled by Labor and
business men

INDEPENDENT

oil.

* * *

The by-laws committee met
last week and a thorough set
working rules is also being draft- |
ed. We hope to have both com-
pleted by March 31. Any suggest-
ions or ideas from the membership |

will be appreciated.

of |

guess I'll listen to Charlie
a different
while.

Well,
McCarthy now
slant on things

and get
for

FCR MONEY
See

PHOENIX

' Loans on Auto

Plain-Note, etc.
NO ENDORSERS
LAWFUL RATES

PHOENIX BUDGET LOANS
Wesley Temple Bldg.
We also have offices at

| St. Paul, Rochester
] Faribault and Mankato

a

See you tonight.

YELLOW TAXI
Co.

Main 7171

|Dr.R. S. Maybury

Dentist
Sixth Street at Nicollet Ave.
628 SYNDICATE BUILDING

Main 4017 Minneapolis

Peterson Funeral
Home

1838 CENTRAL AVE. N. E.
GR. 5166

Directors and Advisors!
RUSSELL PETERSON
CLIFFORD PETERSON

Purity Beverage Co.
Mfrs. of
CARBONATED BEVERAGES

Sole Distributors of
KARLSBRAU BEER

1900 South 2nd St.

Geneva 2955

ICE COAL

Cedar Lake Ice &
Fuel Company

Harmon Place and Hennepin
MA. 8201
1009 UNION CONCERN

COAL ICE

BILLMAN
Funeral Chapel

2518 CENTRAL AVE,

Dan Billman, Jr. Roy Hunt

NEW REDUCED
PRICE

SILVER |
CARBON |

$12.95 |

Ashless
Smokeless
Very Clean

Hartzell Cocl

Company
DREXEL 5454

100%,
Minneapolis Owned

BLUE & WHITE
LIBERTY CABS

Atlantic 3331

MOLER BARBER
COLLEGE

K. W. Krausmann
215 NICOLLET AVE. At 9364
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160 Membership Votes
Unanimous Approval to
Negotiating Committee

(Continued

from Page 1)

meet and answer the issue raised by the union in its letter of January

11th; and

WHEREAS, a number of experienced trade union negotiators
have studied this matter and fully and unanimously support the union

in its interpretation; and
WHEREAS, it is evident that

the company is in reality evading

the important issue at stake, including the right of a union to reach

agreement through negotiation by

its own selected representatives,

rather than through compulsory arbitration under terms of an agree-

ment already expired; and

WHEREAS, finally, the union,

while it does not contend that

under all circumstances it will refuse arbitration, does contend that

it is no longer bound by the
expired 1939 agreement,
involved and complex and which

arbitrali
a procedure
subiects the union to arbitration of

»n procedure outlined in the
almost hopelessly and needlessly

basic questions which no union could confine to arbitration without

greatly weakening itself

and the welfare

»f its members; now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the membership of Local
B-160 assembled in meeting this 18th day of January, 1940:
1. That the membership approve the steps taken by the nego-

tiating committee and the officers

to date;

2. That Local B-160’s negotiating committee be increased from
three to not less than eight persons, the additions to be appointed by

the president under the rules laid
tution.

3. That the representation from St.

creased from one to four members,

down in the International consti-

Paul Local B-160 be in-
the appointment of such members

to be left in the hands of Local B-160;
4. That a meeting be arranged between the enlarged union nego-

tiating committee and the company
as soon as possible thereafter;
5. That the union negotiating

on Monday, January 22, 1940, or

committee be instructed to obtain

from the company its position on all disputed questions with the

union, including the sequence of negotiations for the St. Cloud agree- |
ment, the Construction Department agreement,

and the Minneapolis

Miil company and St. Anthony Falls Water Power company;
6. That the present negotiating committee, for such time as it

deems advisable, be empowered to

retain the enlarged committee.

Card of Thanks

To Local 544:

Gratefully acknowledging with
deep appreciation your kind and
thoughtful expression of sym-
pathy.

Mrs. Walter Stuart and family

Mrs. Alonzo Stuart and son

BUY UNION LABEL GOODS

MINNEAPOLIS

THE HYMAN CO.

254 WEST BROADWAY

Near Third Street  Since 1903
CHERRY 2500
FREE PARKING LOT IN

REAs

Equipped for Efficiency
Organized for Speed

Argus Publishing
Company
Printers - Publishers

Stationers

Emmett I.. Duemke, Pres.
Union Printers for 40 Years

2335 Central Ave.
GR. 3531

544 Produce Men

'Will Meet with

Storage Section

The

544 will meet in conjunction with

the Cold Storage Section, it was
announced this week by the
union’s executive board. The next

joint meeting of the two groups |or

will be held Friday, February 23.

BUY UNION-MADE GOODS

Kadlec Pharmacy
Druggists
Cor. Plymouth and
Lyndale Ave. N.

Phones
Hyland 9860 Cherry 2740

Office Furniture

Files - Safes - Store Fixtures
Immense Stocks New and

Used
WE BUY SELL RENT
ANGE
JACOBSON FIXTURE
EXCHANGE
219 S. 5th St MA. 8828

l

Produce Section of Local |,

Watt Notes

By Amps and Volts

POPPPSSSVT

This column was in error two
weeks ago when reporting Broth-
er Haack in the Meter Depart-
ment as being sick. He was very
much excited that day and took
the day off and paced the halls at
the Swedish Hospital. A baby girl
arrived January 16th. Congratu-
lations and best wishes to mother
and chiid.

* .

Brother John Williams was op-
erated on Tuesday of this week
and is in Northwestern hospital.
Let’s drop in and see our brother

“Honest John.”
*

The ladies of the Auxiliary are
to be complimented on the efforts
they are putting in to make their
dance this Saturday night a big
success. Let's get behind them,
boys, and attend the dance in big
numbers.

* *

* * *

Remember their dance is for a ||

worthy cause. The place is 257
Plymouth, third floor—this Satur-

day, February 3rd. Tickets are

only 25¢. We'll be seeing you
there. .
* * *

Mrs. Heigel was admitted to

Fairview hospital Mond.y of this

week. This column wishes her a

speedy recovery.
*

* *

Johnson from Local
Paul is becoming a very
and was well re-
last membership

Brother
110 of St.
able speaker
ceived at our
meeting.

*

The Organization Committee is
still hard at it, and many new
applications for membership are
promised in the near future, not to
mention the new ones already ob-
tained.

* *

* E3 ES
That new baby girl must
be quite an inspiration. Brother
‘Jerry” Connell is around with a
big smile and walking on thin air.
x * *
No non-member will be able to
say “He hasn’t had a fair chance”
“plenty of time” to become a

member.
*

News is scarce this week. We
will be seeing you at the member-
ship meeting Thursday night and
at the dance Saturday night.

Card of Thanks
To Local 544:
Acknowledging gratefully your
kind expression of sympathy.
Family of I. Michaud

A *

MINNEHAHA
GREENHOUSE

4258 40th Ave. S.
Flowers, Plants, Floral Designs
Members of Tile Setters and Truck
rivers Union

DRexe! 4402 DRexel 0974

OLD AGE RETIREM»ENT PLAN

Universally
program that
your fam
man who war

mie sec

e

Call Jlmmy Wayne, MA 5448, 936 Baker Bldg.

mpleting
you and
for the

t old age.

Wolk Transfer

Co., Inc.

Commercial Hauling and
Moving
838 6TH AVE. N.
Main 4434

DRINK

KATO

BEER

100% UNION BAR

LIQUORS, WINES AND FINE FOODS

401 Plymouth Avenue North

One Block from

HY. 9741
General Drivers

UNION HEADQUARTERS

LOANS

$20 to $300 loans are made
to wage earners and salaried
people to meet financial emer-
gencies or to take advantage
of business opportunities.

HOUSEHOLD LOAN
COMPANY

Owned and Operated by
Rousehold Finance Corporation
Licensed pursuant 1o chapier 12, Lows'

0 1939 of the State of Minnesota.
|  Household Loan Company maintaine
| offices in Minneapolis, St. Paul, Duluth,
Hibbing, Mankato and Moorhead.

WE HAVE NO SYMPATHY WITH STATEMENTS MADE BY GAME EXPERTS
THAT FEEDING AT THIS TIME IS UNNECESSARY — ASK YOURSELF THE
QUESTION — CAN THE BIRDS GET FOOD WHEN THE GROUND !S. COV-
ERED WITH DEEP SNOW?

FEDERAL CARTRIDGE CORPORATION
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

289 Bowlers
Increase Lead

The Bakery Drivers keglers
stepped a little further out in front
Monday by taking a double from
the second place Kenzies. M. Mik-
kelson got over being mad in the
first game and went out and got a
597. Curran had 550. Soft Drinks
crept up a little by taking two
from the Meat Drivers. Murphy
had 547, Gillespie, 513. Oasis Bar
took a double from Local 544. E.
Klein had 529. W. Sinnott hit his
first 200 game. Loca! 359 took
three from the Ice Drivers. Bruce
Vincent and Cliflin were missing.
Whats’ the matter, boys?

Team Won Lost
et Iy 37 17
Kenzies ...... 33 21
Soft Drinks ... 31 23
Meat Drivers 27 27|
Oasis Bar 26 28|
Local 359 23 31
Local 221 . 21 33
Local 544 18 36

i
} LOCAL 1859 {
} Knots to You |
By Richard B. Gilmore :f
! -
Workers Receive Back Pay
Payments of back pay were

made last week by three Minne-
apolis concerns and by two in St.
Paul. The money was owed to the
workers under the Federal Fair
Labor Standards Act according to
L. A. Hill, regional director of the
Wage and Hour Division of the U.
S. Department of Labor. The fair
labor acts call for a wage of 25
cents per hour which is not so
much but it was more than the
workers in these five concerns
were getting since its enactment
by about $3,240.50. The concerns
forced to cough up the money
they had so successfully gouged
out of their loyal employees were
as follows:

K. Aslesen company, 509 Wash-
ington Ave. paid $1,244.21 to
42 employees.

C. F. Anderson company, Inc.,
901 Marquette Ave.,, paid
$462.67 to eight workers.

Meves Products company, 1415
Third Ave. S., paid $111.15 to
eight workers.

Olson - Keogh company (St.
Paul), paid $543.28 to 36 workers.

St. Paul Scrap Iron and Metal
company, (St. Paul) paid $879.19
to three workers.

The scrap iron company had
sure been taking these babies for
a ride. They better give it back
to the boss or they will get canned.
The federal fair labor act may
force the boss to dig up some back
pay, but there is no assurance that
the boss will keep these ungrateful
workers, who have the greedy and
ungrateful crust to keep this back
pay, on the payroll. Of course, if
they give it back it will show how
much they appreciate what he has
done for them and you know how

S.,

Wholesale Distributors of
GASOLINE AND MOTOR OIL
PRODUCTS
35 Plymouth Avenue N.
CUT PRICE GAS SINCE 1923
Telephone Geneva 4133

R T SR IR
Special Offer

Limited Time Only

1. Graphic History of the United
States by Louis Hacker et al. $ .75

2. Fascism and Big Business by D
Guerin

3. Living Thoughts of Marx by L
Trotsky

ALL THREE FOR 32.00
(Postage Prepaid)

Modern Bookshop

27 UNIVERSITY PLACE

New York City

it works. Such an employee would
be very “satisfactory” and should
be kept on.

Cases like this have been ob-
served by the United States Cham-
ber of Commerce (and by the way,
th: U. S. Chamber of Commerce
15 conducted by prominent indus-
irials and has no more connection
with the government than the U.
S. Bedding company) for the last
18 months and the chamber goes
on record that its opposition to the
act at the time it was passed “was
right and that the chamber should
continue to advocate its repeal.”

As I said, the fair labor act
calls for 25 cent hourly wage but

the U. S. Chamber of Commerce
can plainly see that such high

wages will ruin industry, destroy
our national institution, tear down
our democracy, over-throw the
government, close the factories
and spread devastation
ruptey
States of America. Yet, in spite
of all this, so perverted have the
minds of the victims of this vicious
taking system become, that its vic-
tims look upon these Gargantuan

{| devourers of the public wealth as
This monstrous per- |

bread-givers.
version of the workers’ minds
kept going chiefly by the loud and

is

|| hefty promulgation of the emascu-

lating propaganda that capital and
labor are partners whereas these
takers have merely separated capi-
tal from labor and are using it to
buitd bigger and better institu-
tions to separate labor from the
fruits ct its toil.

At this time, I can’t resist call-
ing your attention to a description
the St. Paul winter carnival
parade in which the announcer
pointed out that during the parade
the big business men were march-

of

ing shoulder to shoulder with the |

workers and it is—said he—a fine
thing and symbolic of the fine
spirit of cooperation and partner-
ship existing between the mighty
magnates and the lowly workers.
How’s that for some loud and
aefty perversion?

« * *

We are very sorry to announce
the passing of one of our beloved
sisters in 1859, Mrs. Grace Goetz,
who for the last 11 years has been
employed at the Northwest Casket
company. Mrs. Goetz was stricken
very suddenly with a heart attack

on January 13, 1940.
* *

Glazer Box News
Brother Calvin Krien announces
a plessed event at his home. Con-
gratulations from 1859 to Mr. and
Mrs. Krien. We understand Cal-
vin is passing out cigars to all the
boys at the Glazer Box company.

How’s about the press, Cal?
B * ks

*

Frank Felix was the honorary
chairman at the regular Friday
night Executive Board meeting
last week. Brother Felix’s pres-
ence was very inspirational and
the entire Executive Board wishes
to extend its thanks to Frank for
his fine “spirit” of cooperation.

- * *

Waino Suomela, Martin Case-
liug, Frank Eull and Dave Wood
drove 280 miles north to Pelican
Lake last Friday night to do some
neavy ice fishing. Brother Suo-
mela could have caught more fish
if he had kept his mind on his
work instead of chasing bluebirds
all over the place. The bluebirds
seemed to be looking for minnows
and hung around Waino’s fish hole.
So Suomela cleaned out the hole
but he cauldn’t catch the blue-
bird. Perhaps it didn’t want to be
petted. The boys don’t know why
the bluebird hung around Waino
so much unless it was because he

all over these here United |

CY’S PLACE

5th and Plymouth

CHOICE LIQUORS
Music and Dancing Every Nite
Cy. Putz, Prop. HY. 92968

We Checked Our Layaways and Found

Uncalled-For
FUR COATS

To Be Sold
Tomorrow for BALANCE DUE!
In going over our Layaways we found 36 UNCALL-

ED-FOR FUR COATS which will be put back into
stock Monday and SOLD FOR BALANCE DUE ON

LAYAWAYS!

Remember, these coats are all new,

have never been worn! There’ll be a rush! BE HERE

EARLY!

$39 - $49 - $59

A SMALL DEPOSIT
HOLDS YOUR SELECTION

Lichterman Furs

1920 Hennepin Ave.
 Est. Mphs. 14 Y

TAXI TOPICS

By Lunde

We extend our sympathy to Cy- ‘

ril Phelan at the death of his
mother, Mrs. Mary Thelan of
Graceville, Minnesota.

* * x

John Fredlund, a long-time em-
ployee of the Y.C. Baggage unit,
sustained a serious injury in a fall.
We hope John will recover soon.

* * *
H. Kuenen, also of the Y.C.
Baggage department, is on the

mend but it will be some time be-
fore he'll be back on the job.

* * *

William Warner of the Liberty

{ Cab is convalescing from an opera-

and bank- |

|

|

Mary’s Hospital.
. * .

John Eric'.son is the unopposed
wlder of a record in the L.B.B.
cause. He has carried the same
java thermos for 18 anno domini’s.
Eric first enjoyed the invention
while employed at tossing “Irish
confetti” in Chicago.

* -

“Peace” it is wonderful! Tony
Manthis’ voice is reduced by many
decibles due to a bad cold. Now
we don’t like to see Tony ill, but
the “Nite Owl” shift like to be
known as strong, silent men.

. .
0. A. Olson is confined to the

hospital with pneumonia.
* *

The Y.C. Aviators suffered a
temporary setback when their fly-
ing instructor eseaped without in-

tion at St.

*

x

jury as the plane caught fire and
burned to a “wash-out.” (More
details next week.

* * *

Claude S. Masters, our Big Boss,
at the Y. C., has had lots of driver-
visitors .~‘im(> he hung up a pic-
ture of the new cabs in his office.

* - *

When turning in articles to the
lost and found at the Yellow Cab,
include the start and finish of trip
as it helps identify the rightful
owner and can be delivered by our
supervisor if necessary.

* 3 E3

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Williams an-
nounce the birth of a six pound
baby boy. This makes them a fam-
ily of four.

* * -

Time: 4 a. m., Russ Wenell
drives up to an address on West
Franklin, loads up a lady and her
baggage and is told to go to the
Milwaukee station. When Brother
Russ arrived at the place, he asked
for further details on the destina-
tion, as he knew that no trains left

*

at that hour. The erstwhile pas-
senger compared watches and
found, to her chagrin, that she was

just two hours and 50 minutes
early for her train.

Caton to Address
F-L Veterans

On Friday, February 8:30
p. m., at 818 Hennepin avenue,
the Veterans’ Farmer-Labor Club
will hold an open meeting to dis-
cuss politics in education. Main
speaker will be Thomas J. Caton,
former member of the Minneapolis
ichool board, handwriting expert
and inventor of Caton’s scientific
shorthand.

Caton will present his views on
child and vocational education and
the American Book company trust.

2

had on a fur cap and it maybe
looked like a nice, warm nest.
When they left, the bluebird was
still out on the ice and Waino
wonders if it is still there, cold

and blue.

i *

Who wears the trousers in this
| man’s home?

Visitors at the home of Fred
| Diedrick last Sunday found him
very busy washing and drying
dishes. In a special statement for
the press, Mrs. Diedrick sez: “We
ih:\\'e been married 20 years and
;Fred is now a model husband and
"I have him thoroughly house-
broken.”

*

ASK FOR UNION CLERKS

THE AIR
about “Where to buy it?

Look in the
CLASSIFIED

Telephone Directory

To All Trade
| Unicn Members

So many workers applying ||
for unemployment insurance |!
bave been rejected through
their own negligcnce and mis-
understanding of the law, de-
spite the fact they are clearly
eligible to receive such insur-
ance, that the Federal Workers
Section has set up a special de-
partment to deal with this prob-
lem.

All workers seeking unem-
ployment insurance are asked
to get in touch immediately
with Ed Palmquist before ap-
plying for such insurance.
Palmquist will be in the office
of the Federal Workers Section
from 8:30-10:30 daily except
Saturday and Sunday.

With the
Dairy Workers

Local 471

George Bergquist

Last Tuesday evening we had a
fine get-together with the execu-
board of the St. Paul Milk
Drivers Union. They a fine
group of men and seem to have
about the same problems as we
do; it is hoped that through these
quarterly by study and
discussion we will always be able
to step forward with the right foot

at all times.
*

tive
are

sessions,

r
Our Paul brother Jjust
wound up their “Ice Cream Con-

*

St.

tract” without going on a strike;
some distinct gains were made;
ix days sick leave each vear, five

|

e

|urt~ per hour increase for helpers
‘

| 2

|

‘

and a guarantee of $32.40 per
week. St. Paul employers used
some vicious methods to try to|

break the morale of the Ice Cream
men. They tried personal propa-
ganda and besides offered custom-

come after their own ice cream.
Our contracts do not terminate in

the “slack season’ and we appre-
ciate that fact. |
* k4 £ ‘

Local 471 has taken action to |

have its 1940 dance sometime in
the near future. We hope for two
things in connection with the
dance; first, that the weather will
be reasonably and second,
that every mem of our union
| will attend and try to get acquaint-
his brother and sister

nice
ber
ed with
members.
*

The Sears Roebuck Gas station |
on Lake street and Elliot an-

*

is

ers attractive prices if they would |a}

fair; it’s no place for us until they
ign up.
* * *

Cecil Fulk’s handicap turned out
to be a handicap; in the city tour-
nament his team landed in the
basement. We cannot understand
the upset because Cecil always
takes care of his end. .

* * Ed

This week it is “hats off” to Bob |
Taylor of North Franklin; he came {
{through with the crappies that are |
called “Slabs,” 1% Ilbs. to 2%
ibs. They hauled out 140 of them |
in an hour and ten minutes at
Pelican lake, near Orr. It’s a good

thing Brother Bob connected be-
cause to us it looked like a season
of C. C. crappies. !
* * L4

Congratulations to Mo> Ratman
on the new baby but why the extra
days off on the mother’s return
from the hospital? We like union-
nade cigars, Brother Moe, but the
book offered to you is on us; it is
entitled “Parents’ Talks with Chil-

dren in Regard to Reproduction.”
o = e
Northland employees will attend
a Christmas party at the Radisson
hotel, Saturday night, February
We hope customers will be a
little forgiving if some milk :s late
on Sunday morning.
* .
\\c looked up the word “panty
aist” and got the definition; a
tender trustee. If they-would only
stock the Arena, Gus Anderson
could go ice fishing with the boys.

-

Card of Thanks
Local 544:

Please accept my thanks for the
flowers sent to the funeral o?
father, Isaiah Michaud, on Janu-
ary 24th. Thanks to Walt Heg-
strom, Moe Hork, Nick Wagner,
Miit Hodson, Bruce Vincent and
Clarence Hamel for serving as
pallbearers.

Dan Michaud

With the
Limousines

By Home James

Notice last week in this corner
we made an error about tickets be-
ing mailed out to all members for
our coming dance next Saturday

night.
Tickets can only be had at this
office or see Sammy Kartes or

Carl’s gas station, 1210 LaSalle,
to make the dance the best yet.
All membhers should take as many
ickets as possible to put this over.
Let’s go.

* - *

Here is one for the book—one
f our spies who looks after some
f our members peeked in a win-
low of a Grand Ave. Apt. one a
n. recently, and there lay Car)
(yustafson getting his breakfast in

»ed. DID HE LOOK DUMB?
* * =
This is about old freewheeling
Fimself (HIS HONOR JUDGE

FITZSIMMONS TO YOU) the
reason he don’t wear that nice soft
green hat he keeps hid in the clos-
et. He wants to look like the other
crummy private chauffeurs. Now
is that nice?

* - »
Members out on withdrawal
cards, be sure and report to this
office when going back to work,

tiis is very importanf—one or two
have been seen on the street.
* - +

We hear from some of the high-
erups that if one of the wellknown
SCABBY drivers isn’'t more care-
ful of his driving it's just too bad.
So be wise and drive like a union
man, be tops in your line.

. > *

Grand jury still looking for dice
games and vice, while fire traps
continue to burn. If you smell

1ke, get out and play safe.

- * *

Well, brother Wally Raze,
thank you for putting us wise
out Handsome Harold. “Stink-
er,” hey?—Dear, dear, and all
these years we have been blaming
the stock yards.

* B3

Does he have trouble
he just naturally smell
that way—you get what we mean.

* * *

-
Please?

or does

Anyway, we are sure these Sani-

tary Drivers know a bad stink
vhen they smell it.
e * >

Bill says a FINK actually spoke
to him last week. Goodness, what
are those doughnut boys coming
to?

-
Believe It or Not

The petition for social security
that Local 912 is pushing made its
ippearance in Central high school

t week, and from what we hear,
these kids don't see why we

houldn’t have it. Thanks, kids,

* *

we appreciate the cooperation.
x + *
I drive for an old doctor; I

believe in unions if they're run by
the right people; never had a job
hat paid a living wage since I left
the livery business; I have two
new to keep from starving to death

of course the one at the filling
tation is a secret; got a raise
after the union started; am a big
hot in the creepiest FINK outfit

town—WHAT'S MY NAME?

Ed L x

Brother Joe Fredericks is on his
way to California. Here is wish-
nz Joe a safe journey and may
the Pasadena FINKS beware.

ORGANIZER
WANT ADS

(If you are a subscriber, your
ad will be published here free of
charge. Mail or phone the Nerth-
wast Organizer, 268 Plymouth
Avenue North, Bridgeport 8741.)

FOR RENT — Upper duplex, 4
rooms, all modern but heat. No
vermin. Available Feb. 14. Mrs.
Gladys Harty, 2114 Milwaukee
Ave. S., between 22ad and 23rd
avenues south.

Sale Miscellaneous

BOY’S ZIPPER OVERSHOES,
size 7%, $1; boy’s dark blue
sweater, size 14, $1; boy’s black
broadcloth suit, one pair pants,
size 14, $3; All good condition.
Outgrown. 3440 Emerson Ave.
S., Apt. 6, Re. 2138.

INSTALL A STRANSKY vapori-
zer, 10 dauy money-back guaran-
tee. Increase mileage 3 to 5
miles per gallon or more. See
Dominic Wardarske, 1515
Spruce Place, Apt. 307.

FOR SALE—Cottage furniture.
Good condition. Mrs. Gladys
Harty, 2114 Milwaukee Ave. S.

BOSTON BULL PUPS — Two
months old. Screw tail. Rea-
sonable. CIliff Adams, 102 S.
13th St., Apt. 28.

ICE SKATES, size 4. $1.50. 259

Cedar Ave. S., Mrz. Olander.

ACRES OF LAND, lots of tim-

ber. Elk River. Sell or trade.

Mrs. Axel Olander, 259 Cedar

R .

2

Ave.

BLACK KARRY-KEEN TRUNK,
like new, $1.50. Donahue, 75
Spruce Place. Ge. 1581.

B.\Y\JO case, good condition, £10.

4895.
GlOCO OIL BURNER, good
hape, very cheap. 615- S 9 St
ApL. 10, Ge. 6724,



Psgs R

THE NORTHWEST ORGANIZER

Thursday, February 1, 1940

Northwest Organizer

Published every Thursday under the auspices of the
Minneapolis Teamsters Joint Council

OFFICE OF PUBLICATION, 257 PLYMOUTH AVE.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
One year in advance :
Six months in advance
Bundle copies (10 copy minimum). ...

Entered as second class piatter May 1st, 1935, at the Post-
office at Minrneapolis, Minn., under Act. of March 8, 1879

EDITCRIAL BOARD
MILES DUNNE, Chairman
JOE O’HARE L. CLAIE JOHNSON

GENE LARSON
HAROLD SEAVEY

Business Manager DANIEL ‘BL'RKE Editor MILES B. DUNNE

When I ply my needle, trowel or pick

I'm a decent Sheeney, Wop or Mick,

But when I strize I'm a Bolshevik
I'm labor.

: Peéple Want War Referendum

Despite all the efforts of the war-makers to whip up
a martizl spirit in the United States—with military re-
cruitment, huge armamert expenditures, intervention in
Finland, the coming showdown with Japan—it is encour-
aging to note that the majority of the people in this nation
still want a referendum on the question of life and death.

Monday night the Gallup poll reported that the
sentiment for a referendum on war is still strong, 60%
of the people replying “yes” to the question: “Should
the constitution be changed to require a national vote
before congress could draft men for service overseas?”

Only one in twenty said they were undecided about
the question.

Chief arguments reported by the anti-war majority
for their stand in favor of the referendum were that the
people do the fighting and should have the right to decide
such fateful decisions for themselves; that there would
be less chance of America entering the war if the drafting
of troops were left with the public; and that “we have
no business overseas.”

The persistency with which the people have voiced
their desire for a popular referendum on war must be
quite discouraging to the war-makers—and is immensely
encouraging to all those who are dead set against another
“War for Democracy,” whether in Europe or Asia.

On “Gone With the Wind”

On Tuesday the St. Paul Negro Labor Council pro-
tested to its city council against a theater showing the film
“Gone With the Wind.” The Negro Labor Council based
its protest on the fact that the film ‘is against the best
interests of the Negro people.”

Generally, the national Negro press has eriticized
the film in the same terms, pointing out that the film, like
the book from which it sprung, presents a distorted pic-
ture of the Old South and particularly misreprents the
Negro race.

Responsible film critics generally have stated the
same thing. “Gone With the Wind” is soon to show in
Minneapolis. Should any of our readers see the picture,
let them remember that, in the opinion of the Negro peo-
ple, this picture misrepresents their race and does not ac-
people have been generally slandered and misrepresented
people have been genrally slandered and misrepresented
by the ruling class of this country for countless genera-
tions, and many of these lies have seeped down among
the masses. Now is as good a time as any to start scotch-
ing these lies and to lend a hand to our black brothers
and sisters.

A Couel Bt

Last July Washington dropped more than 775,000
persons from WPA rolls under the 18-month clause. Both
the Republican and Democratic parties voted with both
hands for the relief cut. They justified the huge slash in
relief by explaining that they anticipated an upturn in
industry which would absorb those dropped from WPA.

Now it appears that they guessed wrong.

Last Friday the Associated Press reported from
Washington that Colonel Harrington has issued a re-
lease showing that only 23,250 of the 775,000 dis-
missed under the 18-month clause have been hired
by private industry.

Colonel Harrington did not state what has been the
fate of the 750,000 persons who, with their families, are
now barred from WPA and rejected by private industry.
One can only guess at the mass misery, the missed meals,
that Harrington’s figures indicate.

In the light of the failure of private industry to ab-
sorb those dropped from WPA last July, it appears that
was a pretty cruel “‘guess” that the politicians made when
they voted to cut down WPA.

. Worse, it appears that Washington has learned noth-
ing from its poor “guess.” Just four weeks ago President
toosevelt proposed to slash another half-a-billion dollars
from WPA. The president moiivated his proposal by
“hoping,” just as was done last July, that “a continued
expansion of business would diminish relief requirements
substantially . . . While the estimates are appreciably less
than those for the current year, I am hopeful that they
will prove adequate.” i

Horrible as it may seem, not a single congressman,
Republican or Democratic, has yet indicated he recognizes
the great injustice done the unemployed last July, the
grave error made in slashing relief whn it has now been
shown that private industry cannot absorb the unem-
ployed.

Business Is Getting Worse

Far from improving, business is again getting worse
in the United States. Since the first of January every
business index in the country has coasted downward. In
the face of this, the WPA rolls, which on January 6th
stood at 2,159,000, are to be cut down to 1,350,000 for
the coming yvear. In addition, 250,000 PWA Jjobs are to
be liquidated within the next few months.

These million workers, just as the 750,000 blotted
out last July, are being condemned to a prospect of neither
government relief nor private jobs.

~ The only thing left for them is local relief. But local
relief is collapsing altogether, as one ecrisis after another
overwhelms the local relief systems. The city and state
governments of the United States are in debt to the tune
of seventeen billions of dollars, and almost all are on the
brink of bankruptey.

Only the federal government has the means to care
for the unemployed, and the federal government is trying

to divert this job to the city and state governments which | ill-housed families of this nation.

can't possibly cope with it.
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Keeping Step With 544 |

By Mickey Dunne

The writer recently returned |little as 25¢ an hour are common;
from a hurried trip to Miami, Flor- |cab drivers scrambling for a few
ida, where a conference was held Edollnrs a week (all commission)
with President Daniel Tobin on the iis the order of the day. Over-the-
book suit. In spite of the fact the road drivers sleep in their trucks
trip was made in extreme haste, land don’t see their homes in
by interest in wages and working ' months—this is the accepted thing.
corditions led me to question such |Helpers are hoboes without any
workers as I had occasion to con- |status as steady employees.

tact. | * * *
* * *

One fact stood out so clear-
ly that it dwarfed all others.
Where workers were unor-
ganized and belonged to no
labor union, wages were low
and working conditions were i
universally bad. |

I have reached one conclu-
sion which I think must be
reached by everyone who has
had a chance to compare
wages and working conditions
on a nation-wide basis, and
that is: Minneapolis and the
Northwest is comparatively a

The further South one working-class heaven as far
travels, the poorer become the as the trucking industry is
conditions of the working concerned.
class. As the Winter sun * . -

The trucking unions here have
won wages, conditions and job
security that stand out head and
| shoulders above any other place in
{the eountry. When the total
| score is counted, we have the win-

gets brighter and as the wea-
ther becomes more pleasant
on a journey into the Scuth-
land, the lower become the
wages of the workers and the
longer become the daily hours
of employment. ning union in Minneapolis.

L I am proud to be a member of
Truck drivers working for as|Local 544.

*

three more weeks in the hospital
before he will be able to get home.
Both, however, are getting along
famously and have yet to have the

old smile rubbed off their phizzes.
. z .

At the meeting last Thursday,
after quite a lengthy discussion,
the contract for 1940 was accepted
by the membership with little or
no change from the way it came
from the contract committee.

- * *

Humor ad of the year, handed
in by Reese Shoop of Continental,
taken out of the Preston, Minne-
sota, paper:

“WANT TO BUY—Outhouse in
good condition. Write Box 346,
Preston.”

If any of you readers can help
this party out, here’s your chance.

* * *

The 289 Blab

By A. M. Ogren

Next meeting will be the Retail
Drivers, Thursday evening at 8
p- m. We'll expect you all here,
as I think it important.

* * *

To Mr. and Mrs. Morris Huff-
man of Excelsior my sincere
thinks for sending me that piece
of your wedding anniversary cake.
I just know I will like it because,
to the best of my knowledge, it’s
the first piece of wedding anniver-
sary cake I have ever eaten. Here’s
hoping you have many more of
them.

= * *

By the way, the Retail contract
as signed by the company and the
union is now available in handy
booklet form, as per request of
the members and will be handed
out nmext Thursday evening. Be

sure to get your copy.
L * *

After losing three games a week
ago Monday, our bowling team
was back in form last Monday,
winning two. Let’s not let that
happen again, boys, ’cause you
gave us a teeny bit of scare.

= - *

Zinsmaster bakery was the scene
Saturday night, of the first party
for employees held by the Zins-
master Recreation Club. This club
is in charge of all sports, bowling,
diamondball, golf, etec. A good
time was had by all; the party
broke up at 1:30 ayem.

* = -

Ralph Anderson, Zinsmaster,
left the Swedish hospital for home
to finish recuperating, while Fred
Poisson tells me he has two or

Greg Helwig, Excelsior, the new
Recording Secretary, has been laid
up for a number of weeks hut will
soon be ready to take over.

* * *

To the Ladeez: Don't forget
Easter is earlier this year. Better
begin thinking about those new
Easter bonnets.

FOR A TEN BILLION DOLLAR
FEDERAL HOUSING
PROGRAM!

The unemployed organizations and the trade union
movement must convince Congress that it made a cruel
| guess“ in 193;) and is preparing to make an even more
cruel “guess” in 1940. Not less relief but a great deal
more relief—that is what the unemploved need today!

A ten billion dollar federal public works and housing
program would provide jobs for millions of the unem.-
ployed and would mean decent homes for the millions of
This is what we must

demand of Congress.

Day Labor

System Is
Threatened

(Continued from Page 1)
would find it worth millions of
dollars to abolish the city’s day-
labor system.

Municipal Construction Saves

Millions

Minneapolis for years has fol-
lowed out a cooperative system of
doing construction work whereby
the city itself bids against private
contractors. In case after case, the
city has underbid by hundreds of
thousands of dollars the lowest
bids proffered by private contract-
ors. The city has thus saved mil-
lions of dollars. Not only has the
city done this, but it has been able
to hire workers under the day-
labhor system and pay them a high-
er wage than would be the case
under the contract system. For in-
stance, in the construction of the
sewage disposal plant, the Minne-
apolis work was done by the city
under the day-labor system. Wages
were higher here and costs much
(lower than for similar work done
'across the river in St. Paul by pri-
vate contractors.

Federal officials have time and
time again praised the city of Min-
neapolis for the high standards of
its construction work.

What Is At Stake

It is this system of getting the
city’s work done that has enraged
the greedy private contractors, the
Associated Industries, and their
friends of the Taxpayers Associa-
tion. Now these forces are once
again seeking to take away from
the city its right to manage its own
work in an economical and effi-
cient manner which at the same
time permits decent wzges to be
paid to the city’s laborers.

All readers should understand
what is at stake in this matter, and
should follow closely the vote on
the Robb amendment in the city
council. If the anti-labor forces
put over the Robb amendment, it
would be the signal for an on-
slaught on the wages and condi-
tions of workers in private em-
ployment as well as those doing
city work.

... the last word

By B. and C.

Not long ago, in the Sunday edi-
tion of the New York Times, we
came across an impressive article,
filling almost a whole page, and
entitled in large letters, ‘“Leader-
ship.”

It began by saying, “The world
takes its hat off to one who suc-
ceeds . . . especially in a burst of
patriotism . . .” But you’d never
guess to what this article was re-
ferring. It was nothing less than
the French clothing industry, more
artistically termed “La Couture
Francaise.” Despite the war, the

art of fashion in France is still
tops. As a matter of fact, rather
than putting a spoke in the wheels
of France’s fashion industry, the
war has inspired, accelerated, yes,
even ‘“‘purified’ the manufacture
of French draperier and adorn-

Many Southside Families
Housed in Rat-Infested

Fire Traps, Survey

‘Shows

Public Officials Have Done Practcially Nothing to Aver:
Danger of Other “Marlboroughs”’—Labor Continues
to Demand Public Hearing on Housing—Owners of
Fire Traps Should Be Made to Display Signs Warning
Inhabitants, Should Hire Night Watchmen

“About 20 % of the 1,000 families served by the Soutl
Station are inadequately housed,” the Community Healt}
Service Nurses reported in their housing survey publishec
in June, 1937.

Describing the situation at 5900 Logan avenue south,
as it existed in the summer of 1937, the survey states:
“Parents with their seven children ¥
live in a small ramshackle house |was full of bedbugs .. .”
of three rooms. There is no run- *
ning water or plumbing; the toilet
is outdoors. The boys sleep to-
gether in the same bedroom with
the parents.”

Of District 20, bounded by Lake
street, Lyndale Avenue, E. 40th
street, and Portland, the survey
notes that ‘“the most distressing
conditions in this district are one
and two room attic apartments
with no running water on the same
floor, bathrooms used by a number
of other people and poor ventila-
tion.” As examples, the survey
cites 3219 2nd Ave. S. and 3600
1st Ave. S.

Many Fire Hazards

“A representative type of poor
housing conditions is 3231 Nicol-
let Avenue. It has high dirty
walls, coal stove, damp, musty
odor, no windows in bedroom or
bath, and is in a generally run-
down condition. The large wooden
buildings housing a number of
families (along Nicollet and 32nd
Street for instance) ARE UN-
DOUBTEDLY FIRE HAZARDS.”

Many Rats

Of District 21, bounded by Ce-
dar Avenue, E. 50th street, the
city limits, and the river, the sur-
vey reports that “three-fourths of
the families live in cheaply con-
structed houses. Most homes in

One more example, the two-
story five-room frame house near
the railroad tracks, at 2816 21s:
Ave. S. “This house is very poorly
constructed and is placed so tight-
ly between twe other houses that
no light can enter through the sid:
windows. There are very few win-
dows in th= house; the walls and
ceilings are dark and need redece-
rating badly; therefore, the rooms
are extremely dreary. There is an
unpleasant “musty” odor about
the house caused by the bas2mert
(if such it can be called, for it is
only a dug-out in the earth under
the house) which is very damwp and
has a musty odor. There is 1 cold
water faucet and a sink in the
kitchen, but no drain. There are
no toilet facilities or bath. All
water used for washing, etc.. mu:t
be carried out of doors to be emp-
tied.”

That concludes the housing in-
vestigation for this week. The Or-
ganizer contends that the material
on housing conditions in Minne-
apolis which it has presented
forms amnvle basis to support the
demands of organized labor for a
ten billion dollar federal housirg
and public works program thut
will put millions of the unem-
ployed to work and that will pro-

?\'ide decent homes for the millions
that are ill-housed in this nation.
Pressure Must Continue

It appears that the Minneapolis
| public officials, now that popular
indignation over the Marlborough
tragedy has died down, are hoping
to get out of the present situation
by doing practically nothing about
the horrible fire-hazards and the
unhealthy housing conditions
which endanger the lives and
health of our citizens.

It is true that the fire and health
inspectors have been jacked up a
bit on their investigating. It is
true a special committee has been
appointed to look into over-crowd-
ing. But how futile and inade-
quate these gestures really are
when placed alongside the problem
to be solved.

The Organizer continves to pre-
sent a 3-point program that can
be put into effect immediately and
will certainly aid to protect the
lives of common people and may
even avert another Marlborough.
We ask our readers to press this
program upon their aldermen:

1. The city council must
hold a public hearing on fire
traps and general housing
conditions where labor can
present its findings and its
program.

2. The city council must
pass an ordinance making it
obligatory for every owner of
a fire trap to display a sign
warning tenants of that fact

3. The city council must
pass an ordinance making it
obligatory that every owner
of a fire trap housing more
than one dozen persons hire
a night watchman to be on
duty during the night, ready
to warn the occupants if a
fire breaks out.

this district have outside toilets,
and as a result RODENTS ARE
NUMEROUS. This type of home

UNION MEETING SCHEDULE

is found in numbers in the district.
Many are garages which have been
converted into homes.”

An example cited is the place at
5240 29th Ave. S. where a family
of five was living in a 5-roon
house “which is only partly fur-
nished. The inside of the home is
lined with paper and one wonders
how they manage to keep warm in
severe winter. There are no niod-
ern conveniences, which adds to
the difficulties of living there.”

Full of Bedbugs

Another example descriptive of
conditions as they existed in June,
1937, was 4614 Nicollet avenue:
“This family lives in three very
small rooms on the second floor.
Ventilation is very poor, and there
are only three windows in the
place . . . Walls are not finished
and roof is slanting which gives
very little room to move around.
At the time the nurse visited it
was very cold. Family had to shut
doors to kitchen because of wind
and cold air coming in through
the open spaces in window and
door. Water was frozen in the
sink. The family said the place

LOCAL 471
General Membership — First
and third Tuesdays each
month, 7 p. m.
Girls’ Section—Second Tuesday
each month (7:30 p. m.)

LOCAL 131
Second Thursday each month,
8 p. m., third-fleor.

LOCAL 259
Second Monday of each month.

LOCAL 664
General Membership—First and
third Fridays
Park Board Grievance Commit-
tee—Monday night preceding
last meeting of month.

LOCAL 1086
The Retail Clerks Local 1086
will meet on the first and
third Tuesdays of each
month.

PETROLEUM DRIVERS
Regular Membership Meeting—
First Wednesday each month.

LOCAL 977
General Membership — Second
Monday each month, 9 p. m.
Grievance and Seniority Boards
—Each Thursday, 7 p. m.
Stewards—Fourth Monday, 9

p. m.
Executive Board—Each Thurs-

ments for the French ladies of |
good taste and—of course, the ar-

ticle doesn’t mention this—money.
B *

Although insisting that | day, 8 p. m.
there is no definite ‘“‘war Lessee Section—Third Wednes-
style” the article lists the day, 9 p. m.
names of the new colors:
Maginot Blue, Royal Air FEDERAL WORKERS

Force Blue, Dipped Steel,
Olive Branch Green, Camou-
flage, Legion of Honor, Fin-
land Blue. It is easy to see
just how the war influence
has purified the fashion world
—or is it?

<

Regular Membership—Second
riday each month, 8 p. m.
Stewards—Every Wednesday,

8 p. m.
Defendants—First and thrd
Mondays, 8 p. m.

* *
LOCAL 289
Retail Drivers—First Thursdsy.
Wholesale Drivers — Second
Thursday.
Yeast Drivers—Third Tuesdsy.
Cake and Pie—Third Thursday.
General Membership — Fourth

This masterpiece of fashionable
philosophy ends by praising the
courage and ardor of France at
work. “The world will benefit. It
is the best promise of Victory.”

As you may have suspected, this Thursday.

long, artistic essay was an ad for Inside Workers — Last Satur-
one of the biggest dress manufac- day, 3 p. m.

turers in France. We know that AL 346

his appeal was directed to the styl-

’ Regular Membership Meeting
ish and patriotic women of both

2nd Monday each month, 8:30

LOCAL 160

General Membership—First and
third Thursdays

Se:;iority Board—Every Mon-
ay

Exgcutive Board—Every Tues
ay

Stewn.rda—Wednesdﬁu preced-
ing 1st and 3rd Thursdays

LOCAL 359
Stewards—Second Mondays.
Executive Board — First and

third Mondays.

LOCAL 1859
General Membership — Febru-
ary 7, 1940.
Box Section — February 20,
1940.
J. R. Clark Meeting—Febru-
ary 21, 1940.

Warren Shade Meeting—Feb-
ruary 15, 1940.

Air-Loc Seat, Inc.—February
16, 1940.

Grievance Board—February 1
and 15, 1940.

Executive Board — Every Fri-
day, 8 p. m.

Twin City Stewards—February
12 and 26, 1940.

General Membership — March
6, 1940.

LOCAL 20481
General Membership — Febru-
ary 7, 1940.

LOCAL 958
Night Drivers — 1:00 p. m.
third Thursday each month.
Da'ly_' Drivers—7:00 p. m., third
hursday each month.

LOCAL 544
Thursday, February 1—Green-
house, Independent Truck
Owners.
Friday, February 2—Job Stew-
ards.
Monday, February 5—Package
Delivery; Department Store
Wednesday, February 7—Sau-
sage; Petroleum.

Friday, February 9—Wholesale
Grocery; Meat Drivers

Monday, February 12—Gener-
al Membership

Tul;esday, February 13 — Lum-

er.

Wednesday, February 14 —
Market; Excavating; Whole-
sale Paper, Wholesale Li-

quor.

Thursday, February 15—Tent
& Awning; Newspaper (10
a. m.) Ways & Means ITO.

America and France. But we think p. m., 4th Monday each month, Frisdt:;.\‘;zarﬁ:bruary il
somehow that those women who 1:30 p. m. Monday, February 19 — Furni-
are closest to the war in France— LOCAL 103 ture; Coal.

the wives, sweethearts, mothers,
sisters and daughters of the
French soldiers — are not very
much interested in whether the
newest celors are Maginot Blue
or Dipped Steel. Already the
trend for them is a color that will
be seen more and more in France,
England, Germany—yes, even in
place of Finland Blue. That coior
is Funeral Black.

Regular Membership Meeting —
First Monday each morth.

on call.

PRIVATE CHAUFFEURS

The Private Chauffeurs aid
Helpers Local 912 meets tae
first and third Tuesdays of ez :h
month.

LOCAL 275
Tea and Coffee Drivers, Lo:al
276, meets the first Friday
of every month.

LOCAL 221
Da¥ Laborer Section — First
uesday each month.
Independent Trucl Owners Sec-
tion—Second Tuesday each
month,

Once we supply one side of the
European struggle with the sinews
of war, we are in the war on that
side. For the customer is always
right, especially if he is a customer
on credit. — OSCAR AMERING-
ER.

Executive Committee Meetig

Thursday, February 22—Trans-
fer & Warehouse; Wholesale

Drug.

Friday, February 23 — Cold
Storage, Produce.

Monday, February 26 — Spring
Water.

Wednesday, February
Sand & Gravel.

Seniority Committee meets each
Tuesday at 7 p. m. in Hal! 3.

Grievance Committee meets
each Tuesday and Friday at
7 p. m. in Local 544 office,
first floor.

The Execuuve Bcard meets
each Wednesday at 10 a. .
in the large hall on the first
floor.

All regular meetings start at 8
p. m. unless otherwise desig-
nated.
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