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‘SIT DOWN’

UNION RALLY
PACKS HALLS
- FRIDAY NIGHT

Many Speakers Praise :>74
for Its Support of
Movement |

Crowd Packs— Building to |
Hear Speaking Program |
and Music _,

~f
01

Packing every available inch
space of the two floors, Local No.
574 halls, 3,000 members and
sympathizers listened intently to
a long program of speaking and
music Friday night. Local No.
574’s new band greeted early ar-|
rivals at the meeting with a pro-
gram of popular music. A loud-
speaking system had been ins stalled
which made it possible for all to
hear the program, which was held
on the third floor in the large audi- |
torium,

The crowd cheered wildly
speaker after speaker pledged loy-
&ty to General Drivers Union and
cited the contribution that Local
No. 574 had made to the Minne-

as

|
apolis labor movement. Williami
Brown, President of Local No. |
£74, acted as chairman of the|

meeting. As he opened the meet-

St. Louis Union Tells of Charier
Lifting by Infernahonal Officer

Grocery, Fruit, Vegetable, Provi- |
sion and Warehouse Employes’
Local Union No. 667
4046 Folsom Avenue

$t. Louis, Missouri '

Monday, March 30, at 8 p. m.
will be held the first meeting of
independent ice drivers and
deslers. It is imperative that
every mdependen( ice dealer be
|| present at this meeting. Import-
ant matters will be taken up
{| that will affect the future of all
workers in this industry. Every-

March 18,
Mr. Miles Dunne, Editor,

1936.

Milwaukee Guild
Quotes W. Brown

|
! The striking
| Milwaukee

Guild worke
who are strugg

| against the Hearst owned W
! -
News,

{ sin
ing f;.‘.]\‘

are issuing an intere
»'r-ke bu’:!c:in. It §
telling the prog-
Uu‘ strike an

interest

| ress

01

{ human angles that alw

are present 1n a

labor controversy.
Their bulletin of March 16th

particularly interesting. It

tams description

picket line and the mass

which followed it T‘.“.';\ .
| some length, W 1 Brown, Pres
‘ dent of Local 574, General Driv-
:z»r~ Union of Minneapolis, who
|the principal speaker at their =
| urday meeting.
“If any one individual in the
| United States toda) an bring
fascism to cé t is M
}]1\\ € fést O
r unions in the t t
1 b_\' while the 1D¢
Guild in Milwaukee carries on our
fight against the worst my la-
bor ever had? We are fighting
common enemy. It is the duty of
every trade unionist, wherever he

{Hearst once and for all.”
Brown pointed out that in his
industrial unionism is¢ the

|
| belief
|
|
‘
|

ays |

|
| may be in the United States, to |
| get in this struggle and knock out

‘GLARK WORKERS
SIT DOWN' IN
- STRUCK PLANT

J R. Llark Company Work-
ers Fight Against Un-
fair Discharge

\

All

Strike 1007, Effective as
Union Members Stay

|
I in Plant i
L3 2 v
£0 10 press, members of
re Workers Union at
ark Company are in
the dst of a “sit down" strike.
g a leaf from the Akron
bt kers, the employees at

ympany elected to stay

n the plant rather than picket in

€ stree
Monday jorning 300 union
workers went into the factory at
the usual time and took their ap-
pointed places in the various de-
partmenis, But when the starting
whistle ew and the machinery
to hum, the workers,

{ going about their tasks,

t down.

ction came to standst
power was turned

were posted at all doors

was called on the second

n
off.
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P
rroau a
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meeting
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(Continued from rage 1)

wear strikers in winning their
fight in order that univns may
continue to grow and make prog-
ress here. Ile asked everycne to
support the labor demonstration
that will be held April 1 for the
support of the Strutwear strike.

Farrell Dobbs made his first re-
port on his visit to the committee
for industrial organization in
Washingtton, D. C. At the outset
Dobbs remarked that if anyone
had the idea that Local No. 574
was not known nationally, they
were badly mistaken. Brophy, he
stated, received the delegation
warmly and was fully informed
about Local No. 574, its expulsion
from the Drivers Internaticnal,
and its situation in Minneapolis.

Dobbs said that their visit to
Washington was fully repaid by
the new information and the new
outlook that had been gained on
the national aspects of the labor
movement. Dobbs reported that
the object of the visit to the C. L
0. had not been to attempt to se-
cure a charter from them. They
have no authority to issue char-
ters,

Miles Dunne, editor of
of the NORTHWEST ORGAN-

1ZER, spoke on the local situation.
He particularly stressed the fact
that despite a truce that is sup-
posed to exist between Local 574
and the rest of the labor move-
ment that General Drivers Union
is being subject to attacks by
uanions in the Minneapolis Team-
sters Joint Council. He cited two
cases in point where members of
Local No. 221, Ice and Coal Driv-
ers Union, were seabhing on a No.

574 strike. He pleaded for the
united support of all organized
workers for General Drivers
Union.

John Janosko, president of Fur-
niture Workers Union, Local No.
1859, was the last speaker. He
stated that when his union was
fighting to obtain a contract with
the J. R. Clark Company they
came to Local No. 574 for aid
and advice. He said that when the
employer pleaded with them not to
come to us for help, he knew that
we must be right. He said that the
J. K. Clark Company was almost
100 per cent organized. Although
the meeting adjourned shortly af-
ter 11 o'clock, it was long after
midnight before the halls were
emptied of the crowd.

Hall Offers to
Furnish Scabs

made by CIiff

The statement
Hall, sterling organizer for
Teamsters Joint Council, at the
Swanson Fuel and Transfer Thurs-
day, is a trade union classic.

He told Mr. Swanson quite
plainly “If 574 strikes this yard
we will fill their places with No.
221 members inside of an hour.”

Very neatly put.

MEETING SCHEDULE
Local No. 160, N. S. P. Co.
Employees
Thursday, March 26-—Execu-

tive Board.

Wednesday, April 1—Member-
ship meeting.
Thursday, April

board.
Wednesday, April 8—Organiza-

tion Committee.
Thursday, April

Board

Department r
held sub

All 1

2—Executive
9—Executive

i at 257 Ply ;
mouth Ave. N 1

Members may pr
ances at any of the above
ings.

the

|
|

Local Union 160
Writes to Tracy

Local 160, Northern States
Power Employees Union, two
weeks ago wrote to their inter-
national office in regard to drop-
ping the insurance feature of their
charter.

They explained that they felt
that in as much as mast of the
members of the local union car-
ried insuranee paying $2 per
month to the International office
out of the $3 dues, worked too
great a hardship on the members
and also left the local union in a
position where it was difficult to
finance its local affairs.

President Tracy of the 1. B, E.
W. some time ago, offered to take
into his organization members of
the Radio Workers Union without
compelling them to pay the insur-
ance that is provided by the
Brotherhood.

Abolishing the insurance as-
sessment means low dues and af-
fords lowly paid workers an op-
portunity to become union mem-
bers. The reply of the Internation-
al is printed below.

INTERNATIONAL BROTHER-
HOOD ELECTRICAL WORKERS

March 17, 1936
Mr. George P, Phillips
2745 Lincoln St. N. E.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Dear Sir and Brother:

Referring to your favor of Feb-
ruary 10, addressed to President
Tracy, requesting that the Exec-
utive Council grant a special ex-
emption to Local 160 on the ques-
tion of insurance as provided by
the Constitution, would advise
that the action of the Council was
that as the Constitution does not
grant them the right to set aside
any of the provisions of the Consti-
tution, they were unable to grant
your request,

With best wishes,

Fraternally yours,
G. M. GUGMAZET,
International Secretary.

Yellow
Notes

An example of how Yellow Cab
boys take care of their former fel-
low members. Recently a driver
who was forced to quit last spring
because of failing health was the
recipient of a $50 donation which

was collected among the drivers,
» - "

The company officials and of-
fice employes also contributed
which I am sure was much appre-
ciated by the recipient.

* * *

Broadway Jack is contented now
as he is back in his home locality
made possible by the re-installa-
tion of the light and phone.

* - *

The Yellow Cab will soon be in
its new home located, at Second
St. and First Ave, N. E. Moving
operations will begin in earnest
Monday, March 23, and the switch-
board will be moved early Monday
morning, March 30, It is expected
that the new quarters will be much
more satisfactory in many respects.

- . «

The first shipment of new Yel
low Cabs is expected the early
part of April. A new home vd
new equipment oughnt ) help
some,

- - .

We <ee our old f k"
Chamber has returned o ou
midst. Not r ioh now
to returr to H

P

1ck

The bovs fram Mankats re-
port they are making splendid
progress in that Southern
Minnesota fown. A committes
their ovmion visited at

the anion hall Saturday,

from

are taking new mem

ers to know that not one strike

good for evil by assisting labor

Bill Brown Says—

Local 574 is one thousand per cent for the
industrial form of union organization,
must he what the workers want, because we
at a more rapid pace
than ever before. It is a good thing for work-

since Local 574 won the coal strike in 1933.

Although some office holders call u¢ out-
laws, they find that it's pretty handy to have
us around when their organizations are out
on strike. In many cases we have returned

whose leaders are guistly trying to put a knife
in our back. Local 574 is still setting the pace.

This

has been lost

organizations

BILL BROWN
Piosident of 874

574 Union Fan Scores Farmer-

To Editor of Northwest Organizer
257 Plymouth Avenue North
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Sir:

It scems that a word of encour-
agement would be in keeping to
somewhat offset the continuous
treacherous attacks made upon
your splendid organization by so-
called labor leaders and “brother”
unionists.

The attitude taken at the recent
Farmer-Labor convention in St
Pual relative to 574 and their
threat to ‘“take a walk” in case
delegates are seated from 574, is
enough to make a man throw up
his guts if he happens especially
to be a trade unionist.

Our own central committee (of
which T am a member) came away
from that meeting with compara-
tive clean noses; however, there
were a few scattering noes when
the vote on 574 was taken from
the same people who refused to
repudiate Mayor Latimer in his
own ward.

Local 574 is unique in the trade
union movement in that the lead-
ers back up the rank and file in-
stead of the reverse. Such an or-
ganization is truly democratic and
under this policy has been able to

'Independent Owners
Meet Thursday Night

The Independent Truck Owners
of 574 held a large and enthus-
iastic meeting in the union hall
Thursday night. Persistent re-
ports that Local 500 is organizing
independent truck owners, on
some projects, was reported. Ray
Rainbolt was assigned to check
up on these reports and to con-
duct a general survey on all WPA
projects where independent truck
owners are employed to find out
what, if any effect, has been made
by Local 500 activity.

The demand for union indepen-
dent truck owners appears to be
good. Despite the fact that forty
trucks were laid off the Belt Line
job, few of the owners so affected
have registered themselves as un-
employed at the union office.

A detailed report was made of
the activity of the Independent
Section that led te the securing
of 65 cents per hour for drivers
on fleet-owned trucks. Reports
that these drivers were being paid
off at the rate of 55 eents per hour

instead of 65 cents were investi

gated and found to be true.
this

fact became known a commit

tee waited upon the proper offi

cials at the WPA office and laid
the matter before them. This was |
followed by a lettey zetting forth
n deta e abuses that existed
\ e was made ¢
o he adiately
VP A s and tha
4 :"AWl ¢
ke e
A L RATLY Y 2}
NPA howt e
e d " Yroa .
4 a - ¥
y Mg ber of Inde-
Pnde 'rack  Owneérs  Seetion, |
vas soviously ill.

The next meeting of
pendent  Track mer
| Will be held Thursday,

When |

Labor Party in Strong Letter

accomplish more for the labor
movement in Minneapolis in the
last two or three years than some
of the labor nabobs have done in
the last twenty years.

In spite of the knifing that 574
has been subject to since the his-
toric strikes of 1934 they have
never withheld their support in
spite of the chance ot even up with
certain reactionary leaders when
workers were on a strike.

The only sin I can see you have
committed is that you are ahead
of the times, It is in my opinion
that a concerted and sustained
subseription campaign for the
Northwest Organizer be launched
in St. Paul and some of the back
wards in Minneapolis to teach
them that stench of the red her-
ring really comes from that old
Fascist dragon known as the Citi-
zens Alliance, as is consistent with
the usual program of the Fascists
by using just these sort of oppor-
tunities to further dissension and
racial hatred among the workers,

More power to you and your
paper as the torch bearer to the
labor movement in the northwest.

0. S. N. Requit

Building Material
Drivers Meeting

Wednesday, March 18, there
was a specially called meeting of
all the building material drivers,
helpers, and inside workers held at
General Drivers hall. The response
to the call for this meeting was
excellent. No fewer than 200 of
these workers were present when
the meeting opened.

It was pointed out that the
building material season was at
hand when a substantial upswing
in employment in this industry
would take place. It was also dis-
closed at the meeting that most
of the building material compa-
nies are under individual contract
to Local 574, In this respect the
conditions of employment differ
to a considerable extent.

I'his condition does not exist in
the transfer, coal, and market
where the workers are covered by
blanket agreements,

A committee was set up at the
meeting whose duty will be to
draft a new agreement which will
cover the industry as a whole. The
committee will meet Sunday at 2
p. m. There will be a general
meeting Wednesday, March 25, at
K p.m,

All building

halpers
I j

material drivers,

and non-union, are invited to at-
tend,

Editor Northwest Organizer
Dear Sir:

Although I am an A, F. of L.
trade unionist, | want te con-
sratulate you for the splendid

| paper you publish. [ thiak it
is the modt progréssive labor
paper in this part of the écoun-
try.
Your stand on [Industrial
Unionism is fine.
Keep up the good work. We

need your kind of a paper.
Best of luck.
~ Fraternally yours,
lﬁr OF L. MEMPER

—

—

and ingide workers, union |

On
WPA
Projects

Trucks are being transferrved
from the Belt Line project to Rosa
Bros. Sumner Field wrecking joh,
Such trucke a= ave heing remaved
are trucks owned by relief clients,
According to WPA regulations tha
trueks so removed will not bo ros

placed,

The laborers’ crew on tha Helt
Line job is being reduced from
1,300 to 1,000 men, This is being
accomplished by transferring
single men to other projects,

Testifying to the bad driving
conditions on some of the projects
a constant stream of report: come
into the union office regarding
damaged equipment. Monday on
the Belt Line three more trucks
tore out rear ends.

Apparently the project at 20th
and Pleasant Avenue has become
a clearing housge for WPA workers
who, for some reason or other, are
found undesirable elsewhere, Ale
most all transfers that are being
issued send the transferred works
er to 29th Street and Pleasant
Ave. There they're either sent to
other projects or get their 403,
Many WPA workers now regard
their transfer to Pleasant Ave,
merely as a preliminary to dise
charge.

Building Workers
Suffer Reverses

The inclusion of the vicious “vio«
lence” clause in the settlement of
the New York Building Workers®
strike has already led to trouble,
as was correctly pointed out in the
columns of last week’s Organizer,
Confirming this prediction comes
news that over 2,000 striking
workers are still locked out. While
Walter Gordon Merritt, counsel
for the Realty Advisory Board, nea
torious anti-unionist and long time
guiding &pirit in the open shop
League for Industrial Rights, pass«
ed the arbitration buck to severad
thousand New York building own=
ers, some 2,000 former strikers
continued their picket line treks
carrying “locked out” placards.
In what the New York Post call«
ed the “shabbiest trick in the his«
tory of American trade unionism,”
Merritt declared that the Realty,
Board, which had acted as spokes«
man, strikebreaker hiring agent,
and negotiator for the landlords,
was powerless to settle and that
ratification of the arbitration pro«
posal must come individually from
thousands of its members.
Definite appointmwent of Ferdi«
nand Silcox, Department of Agri«
culture chief forester, asz arbitra«
tor on wage and hour disputes,
rests upon the landlords’ decision.
Meanwhile, Hugh Robertson, arbi«
trator on lockouts, appointed by
Mayor La Guardia's emergency,
committee, faced scores of union
members’ complaints of dicerim«
ination when they sought to regain
their jobs after the strike was
called off,
At London Terrace, huge apart«

| process

|ment colony, 200 workers contine«
lued their strike when the manage-«
|ment sought

to bar 20 former
gtrikers from regaining their po-<
gitions, To a lesser extent the same
was being repeated in

| other places throughout the city,

while tenants and workers assailed
as treacherous the landlords’ dis«
crimination moves,

Pittshureh

Mellon
Art.”

“Andrew
Buying More

Headline:
Reported

The aluminum workers can
look for annther wage cut
any time now,
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Cokato WPA Workers Protest

14-Mile Daily Trip to Project

;A classic example of the un-
paralleled stupidity of WPA ad-
ministration in the rural districts
of the state is found at Cokato,
Minnesota, WPA workers who re-
side there are compelled to travel
28 miles each day to reach their
projeet and return home, The
French Lake project, on which the

~ 8 . » . ]
Cokuto workers are empioyed, is

located over 14 miles from
town in which they reside.

With such a great distance to
travel the uninitiated would nec-
essarily assume that free trans-
portation wauld be provided for
these workers., However, such is
not the case, These workers out of
their meager salary of $44 per
month are compelled to provide
their own transportation.

This would seem to be hardship
enough to impose on anyone, but
that is not quite all. Now that the
spring break-up as at hand it is
becoming inecreasingly difficult to
reach the job. The foreman on the
project, when informed of the dif-
ficulty of reaching the work, told
the workers that they should star(
out a “couple of hours earlier
each day.,” This, in spite of the
fact that the Cokato project
workers are now spending four
hours daily to get to and from
their work.

The project foreman has in-
formed the workers that they will
be docked for any time lost
whether caused by impassable
roads or for any other reason. A
delegation from the Cokato Fed-
eral Wo.kers Section was in Min-
neapolis Monday to lay their com-
plaint before the state WPA ad-
ministrator.

the

Baseball Team Will
Meet Wednesday Eve

The next organizational meet-
ine of Local 574, baseball team,’
will be held Wednesday, March
25th. The baseball team at-
tempting this year to get the jump
on the season and get started at
least a month earlier than it got
under way last year.

While it is too early yet for out-
door practice it is important that
players desirous of performing in
the uniform of General
Union, get together at an early
date. Already most of last year's
team have signified their desire to
be with our local again and a host
of new players are in prospect.
The meeting will be in charge of
Fred Nelson.

is

MEETING SCHEDULE
Local No. 574

Monday, March 2—Coal Work-

ers,

Tuesday, March 3—Executive
Board.

Thursday, March 5-—Indepen-
dent Truck Owners, Federal
Stewards. "

Friday, March. 6 — Federal
Workers, all No. 574 Stew-

ards.

Monday, March 9—Full mem-
bership meeting. : 3
Tuesday, March 10-—Executive

Board.

Thursday, March 12—Federal
Stewarda.

Friday, March 13—Coal Stew-
ards, Federal Workers,
Monday, March 16-Coal Work-

ers,

Tuesday, March 17—St.
rick’s Day.

Thursday, March 19—Indepen-
dent Truck Owners, Federal
Stewards.

Friday, March 20-—All
ards, Federal Workers.

Monday, March 23—Full mem-
bership meeting. :

Tuesday, March 24—Executive
Board; Taxi Drivers, Night
Drivers, 1 p.. m.; Day Driv-
ers, 7 p. m.

Thursday, Maréh
Stewards. 4

Friday, March 27 — Federal
Workers, Coal Stewards.

Tuesday, March 31—Executive
Board.

Pat-

Stew-

26—Federal

Drivers |

CLU Will Sponsor
Education Night

The Minneapolis Central Labor

Union will sponsor a special
Workers’ Education Night on

Tuesday evening, March 31, 1936,

at the large auditorium at 18
North 8th Street. The program

will begin at & p. m., and will con-
sist of many outstanding features
which aside from their entertain-
ment value, are highly instructive.
The Workers' Education debate
team will present its provocative
and pertinent debate on Indus-
trial versus Craft Unionism. Sev-
eral delightful and amusing pup-
pet plays will be presented by the
Labor Players, There will also be
music and other entertainment,

Speakers will explain the vari-
ous subjects which are being of-
fered to the people of Minneap-
olis by the Workers' Education
Program of the WPA, Those who
wish to sign up for the spring
clasces will ‘have an ‘opportunity
to enroll during the evening, The
meeting is open to the public, and
the Central Labor Union invites
all those interested in the program
of Workers' Education to attend
on Tuvesday night, March 31, at
8 o'clock. Admission free,

Hearst Employe

Elliott Roosevelt, second son of
the president, has become a
Hearst executive! The fact that
young Roosevelt is a vice presi-
{d(-nt of Hearst Radio, Inc., which
jat present controls five southwest-
!m'n radio stations, came to light
{when the company filed applica-
ttion for purchase of the stations
!from the Federal Communications
{ Commission,

Other stations will be acquired
by the Hearst outfit in the near
future it is expected.

Membership Meeting

Wednesday, April 1, there
will be the first of a series of
general membership meetings
for the Cleaners, Drivers, and
Laundry Workers Union No.
18005 and 183. Business rep-
resentative, Rubin Latz, urges
that all members of the organi-
zation take advantage of the
first meeting in April to bring
their fellow workers in the
laundry  and  diy  cleaning
plants, who are not members of
the union, to the meeting. All
will be welcome. New members
will he taken in av this time,

Food Workers Union
Wins Forum Strike

The strike of the Miscellaneous
Workers, Local 665, came to an
end Saturday noon, with a victory
for the striking restaurant em-
ployees. The settlement of their
difficulty included the returning
to work of the discharged worker,
whose case led to the calling of the
strike.

Finally taking advice from the
columns of the Northwest Organ-
izer, who have consistently advo-
cated that food deliveries to struck
restaurants be stopped, Saturday,
all, food, milk and meat deliver-
ies, were turned back from the
Forum.

Not four hours after this cor-
rect tactic was used, the Forum

lmunagcmont settled. Thus, once
lagain, is demonstrated the power
of the driving crafts.

Henn:l;in Boa;c_l
Raises Boss Pay

The Hennepin County Board of
Commissioners adopted a resolu-
tion requesting that the pay of
WPA foremen be increased from
$85 to $115 per month., It seems
that the WPA workers can't get
even a dollar increase over the
$60.50 that they now receive but
that foremen can get wage in-
creases of $25 at a time.

It's the old capitalist scheme of
| keeping the workers divided.

The Sugar Workers Union which
| has been on strike at the Tracy
| Sugar Factory, Tracy, Calif., since
‘October 17, 1935, must be causing
the officials of the Holly Sugar
| Corp. considerable discomfort.
They have tried every means of
lintimidation to break the Sugar
| Workers Union, but to their sor-
row their efforts have failed. They
ihave found that the Sugar Work-
'fors Union has been taking in a
{good many new members cvery
%W«‘dnmday night, which is our
meeting night. So the Holly Sugar
|Corp. has started a company union,
which every union man knows is
ino union at all, but just a farce.
Art Harry, assistant superinten-
dent, has been in front of our
meeting hall every Wednesday
night watching over his poor ig-
norant hirelings (who have not
enough common intelligence to
{think for themselves) to see that
none of them get inside that
{(nasty) union hall. Mr. Harry has

the air of an old chicken hen with |

| i 0
a flock of

keep them out of the water. Water

¢ we all know is good for ducks
and thev have enough intelligence
|t8 know it. A union is good for

tall the working class but some (A, E, Shaw in San Francisco.
[ people are not smart as our| Though Shaw barred important
| feathered friends, so they stay out i’m'wivnu- introduced by Mooney's
of the water and unions too, lcounsel on “irreleva: cy” grounds,
It seems that some of the higher |he allowed former Assistant Dis
bosses and their stool pigeons have [trict Attorney Edward Cunha to
taken up pla) Chine rv | make denunciation of Mooney's
in front of o m ery !]nf tical beliefs and shout that
:\\'1 inesday t, ] ere | Mooney wanted to go to jail be-
lare lots of other p { ¢ix |cause he was “mad.”
| other hts in which to } - Commented Defense Attorney
‘v‘.\y‘\-. John Finerty: “Who's looney |
! The Sugar Workers are here to {now."”

Tracy‘_sug; Strikers Tell of

lttle ducks trying to|

Bosses' Attempt to Bust Union

stay and to organize a Sugar
Workers Union in the Tracy Sugar
factory, no matter how long it
takes. We have had splendid sup-
port from union organizations all
throughout the whole United
States, and that is what is going
to win our strike.

Although the company bosses
told the men that did not go out
with us that we were an outlaw
union and did not have any back-
ing and would soon be broke and
would all have to leave town, we
have received donations, checks and
letters assuring us they would
“BOYCOTT" all Holly Sugar and
its by-products of the Tracy plant.

If the officials could see some
of our correspondence, they might
start playing lottery on Sunday
[ nights,

|

'Tom Mooney Gets
Raw Court Deal

Anything goes,

It seems, as
|state prosecuting attorneys seek
[to build up their case against Tom

| Mooney in his habeas corpus hear-

|ings before court-pointed Referee |

The Railroad
Unions

Fellow Railroad Workers:

Why are the workers in the rail-
road industry kept divided into 21
separate labor organizations?

Is this an economical arrange-
ment?

split-up makes us strong and in-
fluential in bargaining with ony
employers for wages, working econ-
ditions, pensions, the six hour day
and adjustment of grievances?

These are important questions
which should be discussed and aet-
ed upon by the membership of all
the railroad unions, A proper dis-
cussion under the present craft
division, with Brotherhood maga-
zines refusing to publish articles
on such matters, is impossible. It
was for such reasons that the Min-
neapolis Railroad Council was or-
ganized ; to provide an opportunity
for all railroad workers here local-
ly to get together occasionally to
take up these and other questions
of mutual concern,

This Council is not a labor
union. It consists of delegates
from the different craft unions in
the industry, organized to furnish
all railroad workers of Minneapo-
lis with a program of joint activi-
ties for their common good. Since
1923, progressive workers in the
railroad unions in this city have
discussed these questions of need-
ed changes in union policies and
what to do to rally the workers of
all erafts around a program of ac-
tion for an organizational struc-
ture for all workers in this indus-
try that can more adequately pro-
tect their interests. These discus-
sions resulted in the organization
of the Railroad Council on Octo-
ber 23, 1932, Ever since its origin
the Council hag been a source of
inspiration to an ever growing
number of railroad workers and a
clearing house for progressive
ideas. It has conducted numerous
Council and union meetings and
furnished thesé meetings with con-
structive proposals. It has estab-
lished contacts with progressive
groups and workers in other parts
of the country and through such
contacts have become convinced of
the correctness of its program and
that such terminal
necessary in order to overcome the
conditions existing under the pres-
ent craft divisions.

The Council program calls for
ONE industrial union of railroad
workers instead of 21 craft unions;
free membership expression in La-
bor and the Brotherhood Journals;
elimination of all gag-laws, obli-

wages for officials; serve our de-

mands on the employers, not on
Congress, ete.
Brother Railroad Workers: We

urge the organization of similar
Councils in every terminal. By
|doing so, you will find that the
| majority of problems faced by the
{members of one craft are identical
|with the problems faced by the
other workers in the industry and
(that a real need exists for joint
discussion and action on the prob-
lems that requires united action
for a successful solution.
“Let’s Get Together”

Fuel Dfstributors
Settle Seniority

seniority difficulty ich

arisen at the Fuel Distribu-

The
has

tor:

wh

was settled Monday morni
Carl Skoglund, union

organiz

lcompany officials. The matter has
been adjusted to the satisfaction
of all.

| FOR SALE—Omne 113-2 yard

I cash. Colfax 4809,

|
Do you think such division and

END IN SIGHT
IN STRUTWEAR
COURT FIGHT

[Judge Admits Strutwear
Yellow-Dog Contract in
Evidence

Testimony of Finks Shows
That They Feared to
Organize

As the Strutwear injunction
suit goes into its third week, it
appears that the conclusion of the
trial will be reached before the
weekend.  Attorneys representing
Strutwear have already put a pa-
rade of over sixty witnesses
through the court room. The wit-
nesses called so far have consisted
principally of non-union men and
women workers from the Strut-
wear plant.

Although these peoplé showed

councils are |

gations and rituals; referendum |
elections and the recall; lower |
dues for members and unien

vard in the last few weeks |
ng when
er, |
had a chance to confer with the |

| gravity steel dump box. Cheap for |

evidence of being carefully coax-
{ed prior to their appearance, the
| stories they told caused trade
ionists to turn sick with shame,

| uni
{Some of them spoke with pride
of being “satisfied” with wages as
low as $13 per weeck. Many of
them stated that they were given
to understand that they could not
joint a wunion wihtout securing
permission from the management.
Two important developments
were the highlights of last week’s
legal tilt. One was the victory’
won by the union attzrneys when
| they succeeded in introdmcing as
| evidence copies of the Strutwear
|vellow dog contracts. This point
| was won only after a determined
“d:md had been made by the Strut~
wear attorneys against it.
| The other was a ruling by Judge
illughos which upheld the right of
ioﬂ‘ici:ﬂs of Local 574 to notify
| union members not to haul goods
ffrom the Strutwear plant. Last
|week saw G. Dunne, William
| Brown, Roy Wier, Bob Cramer,
f.»\lec McKeown, and a number of:
| other trade union leaders take the
|stand. Copies of the Northwest
| Organizer and the Minneapolis
| Labor Review were introduced in-
|to court records.
The forthright statements made
| by Dunne and Brown in regard to
| their union’s position on the Strut-
| wear strike drew admiring com-
{ment from trade unionists pres-
ent at the trial.

'Wisconsin Strikers
Forced from Capitol

The WPA strikers who have be-
seiged the State Capitol at Madi-
son, Wisconsin, for the last two
weeks, have been finally dispos-
sessed from their vantage point in
the lobby of the Madison Capitol
Building and are now on the out-
side looking in.

Clamoring for an increase over
| the allotted wage of $44.00 per
{month, the WPA strikers en-
trenched themselves in Wiscon-
|sin’s capitol some two weeks ago.
“Literal” Governor LaFollette
denied that he had power to grant

their demands and gently eased
them out.

The strikers stated that they
were determined to rally new
forces to their assistance and

ain take up the seige.

MEETING SCHEDULE
Furniture Workers No. 1859

Wednesday, March 4—Mem-
bership meeting.

Wednesday, March 18-Mem-
bership meeting.

The Executive Board of Lo-
cal No. 1859 meets on call of
the chairman,

All special meetings and all
department meetings will be
called either by special mail no-

tices or will be published in ;

the Northwest Organizer,
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The FLP “Red Scare”

The Minnesota Leader is to be congratulated for the
editorial that they carried in the March 21st issue. They
.show plainly that the so-called “red issue” that is being
raised in Farmer-Labor ranks is nothing more nor less than
the same old bogey-man that is always raised by the in-
trenched interests who definitely have an axe to grind.
"The question of seating delegates from General Drivers
Union is a pertinent one now. According to the capitalist
press it is one that threatens to disrupt the State Conven-
tion. However, we consider it impossible in this politically
enlightened state, that Farmer-Laborites will allow them-
selves to be stampeded by this threat of the reaction. The
issue is clear cut. Any right thinking person knows that
the Minnesota Farmer-Labor Party is not an institution re-
lying solely upon the American Federation of Labor for
its political advancement. Rather, it is or should be a po-
litical organization composed of delegates from labor and
fraternal organizations who subscribe to the principles
and platform of Farmer-Laborism. Who such organiza-
tions choose to represent them is a matter of small impor-
tance, except that such delegates as these organizations
elect must necessarily have the confidence and endorse-
ment of the membership. To attempt to unseat such dele-
gates is the height of folly. Such tactics will lead to the
tearing down of the political institution that has been
erected in Minnesota by the Farmers and Laborers.

‘ The Goodyear Strike

The strike on the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Com-
pany in Akron, Ohio, came to an end Saturday, March
21st. According to the meager reports supplied to the
capitalist press, the rubber workers in Akron came out of
the struggle with at least a partial victory.

The strike of the rubber workers in Akron was in
reality a sort of a trial balloon. It was conceded by almost
every student of economic affairs in the United Stales,
that the outcome of the struggle would have a real bearing
«on future union organizational activities in America’s basic
industry.

Had the rubber workers met a crushing defeat there
is no doubt but that this would have had a disastrous ef-
fect upon the carrying out of a program advocated by the
Eom.mittee for Industrial Organization, headed by John L.

ewis,

It is more or less of an open secret in trade union
circles that the Goodyear strike was financed and led by
the C. I. O. and its representatives. The committee con-
sidered that this was a good place to put their theories of
union organization to the acid test. The victory in Akron
means a vindication of their policies. The outcome of the
Goodyear strike distinctly adds to the prestige of the ex-
ponents of Industrial Union organization.

B3 * -

Tracy Attacks C. 1. O.

The March issue of the International Brotherhood of

Electrical Workers Journal charges the Committee for In-
dustrial Organization with all the crimes in the trade union
calendar. Tracy, president of the I. B. E. W., smarting
under his recent rebuff by the Radio Workers, who re-
cently refused to recognize the jurisdictional award of the
A, F., of L. Executive Council, comes out with a long, bit-
‘ter attack on the C. I. O. Disregarding the real issues in-
volved, Tracy hurls personal charges directed at John L.
'Lewis.

We are not disposed to hurriedly rise to the defense
of John L. Lewis or any other individual connected with
the Committee for Industrial Organization. We assume
that they are amply able to defend themselves and their
past trade union records, but we consider it the duty of
every progressive and forward thinking trade unionist to
defend the stand these individuals have taken in the mat-
ter of future organizational reform to be used in union-
jizing American industry.

We are not interested in defending individuals. But
we are interested in principles, programs and platforms.
It is of small moment who advocates Industrial Unionism
for the American worker. But it is important that it be
advocated and fought for.

Federal Workers in
Single Men Fight

The Federal Workers Section of
Local 574 spent last week in a
battle against the sending of WPA
workers to the forced labor camp
at Cannon Falls. Early in the
week they secured an agreement
with WPA officials that no one

| olis without a hearing at which
they could be represented by their
organization.

This agreement, however, was
soon broken and before the week
was well underway a new group
of victims had been selected and
had been notified to make their
way to Cannon Falls camp. This
action redoubled the efforts of
representatives of the Federal
Workers Section to end this abuse

would be banished from Minneap-

March Union Buttons
Ready for Drivers

Luandry Drivers Attention:
March buttons on hand. Please
call at office or phone At. 7678
and the business agent will bring
it over,

|

L.

Keeping Step
With 574
_By Mickey Dunne

|
L
A demonstration of the ef-
ficiency of the Northwest Or-
ganizer want ads is attested
to by the fact that the Ford
bumper which was advertised
as lost in last week's issue has
already been returned to the
owner,

Raymond Rainbolt is the
Head Man of the Independent
Truck Owners Section.

Swede and the Snyder girl are
one,

The little flurry at the
Swanson Fuel and Transfer
is ail over, The sun is shining
again,

The Rose Brothers, American
Wrecking job is kosher. But why
not?

Big things are breaking in
the Midway district., Next
week's news columns will

_probably carry the story.

C. Moe and H. DeBoer moved
Happy Holstein last week. Happy
is still on the sick list.

Last week the long await-
ed happening finally took
place. A driver for the Wi-
_nona Dray Line, Strutwear
finks, was finally cornered.
Almost every tranefer driver
in town has been on the look-
out for the scab Winona firm
that hauled the material out
of the Strutwear. Hinkey
Haynes was the lucky man.
He cornered one of them at
4th and Wasbhington. Get him
to tell you the story.

The Friday night mass meeting
should te!l Meyer Lewis whether
or not our Union is falling to
pieces, as he is in the habit of
saying.

We would like to offer a
bet that the injunction will
be granted in the Strutwear
case.

The River Terminal Coke and
Coal Company have had ample
demonstration in the last two
months what it means to fight
Local 574, despite the fact that
Local 221 has been scabbing on
our drivers and has been promis-
ing the Terminal Company, the
support of the organized Ilabor
movement, this scab concern dis-
posed of less than 100 tons of
coal in the past thirty day period.

The Furniture Workers
Union, are still asserting their
rights on the 2nd Avenue
front,

F. Frosig and C. Skoglund
spoke to a meeting of the Federal
Workers Section in Cokato, Thurs-

and put a stop to the high-handed
actions of local officials.

While no definite agreement has
been reached in regard to this
question, there has been a tempor-
ary letdown on the part of the
officials to carry out their pro-
gram. There are now about 70
single men at Cannon Falls. It
has been established that the local
administration plans on filling this
camp with about 130 more WPA
single men. At this writing no
transfer orders are being given to
the out-of-town camp,

day evening. About eighty work-
ers were present.

The Guild fight is still
raging in Milwaukee, A let-
ter from one of the strikers
said that Brown’s speech was
the real McCoy.

The Miscellaneous Workers are
to he congratulated for their stand
at the Forum.

George Gites, member of Lo-

cal 574 and World War veter-
an, announces that he will be
on hand every Friday night at
the union hall to assist veterans
in making application for their
bonus. George has already help-
ed dozens of union members in
making their applications.
Brother Gites is donating his
services.

ol
0

LABOR ...
Looks at the Press |
Dog Dites Man Dept.: “Secr;

tary Ickes Says G. O. P. Exploits
Negro."”

N
0

= "
Locai news item: “Dean

Coffey States Security Held

Dangerous to Individualism.”

Oh, gee, if that’s the case I
wants my indiwidualism—t’hell
with security.

B B * L]

Old Songs Are the Best Depart-
ment: George Getz, treasurer of
the Reputlican national commit-
tee says: ‘I believe the day of
huge politica! contributions is past
and we expe:t smaller amounts
from an increased number of do-
nors. Our pa-ty will depend on
small change to finance the pres-
idential campaign this year.”

Or what looks like small
change to the Liberty

Leaguers.
« & a

Dr. Morris Fishbein warns
new additions to the baby’s
must be made slowly,

The first job, Doctor, is to
get the beginnings of a diet—
but then you might not un-
derstand—you've never been

on relief.
* *

Washington news item: “Re-
ports submitted to the house for
the first two months of this year
disclose that the Republicans re-
ceived campaign contributions ag-
gregating $261,387. More than a
score of them were gifts of $5,000

that
diet

or higher.”
Yep, there's your small
change all right.
. =

Oregon headline: “Dr. Alexan-
der Goldenweiser Advocates Death
for Feeble Minded.”

That guy wants a wholesale
slaughter—because think of all
the dough-heads who think they’ve
got a chance under this profit

system.
« 3 @

Catch this one—“13th Ward
Farmer-Labor Club Fails to Act
on Latimer Ouster.”

And that's the party that
says it's going to abolish the

profit system.
* * "

One guy sez: “We won't take
any action on Latimer—we’ll just
ignore him!

s 3 =
Mrs. Mary W. Dewson, prom-
inent Democratic national commit-
teewoman sez: ‘“The day of co-
operation is here, the day of bal
anced interests.”

That is correct—the misery
of the working class is bal-
anced by the profits of the
bosses and the bullets of na-

tional guardsmen.
s & @

Famous Last Words: “I am
against dictatorships both of the
right and of the left.”

Simile—Meaningless as Mayor
Latimer’s campaign pledges.

* * L

Daily Doubt—*“Indignation was

Worker Crucified
In Ocadla, Floridcv

From Florida again comed
startling and disconcerting news
for labor. Following on the heeld
of the Fascist terror instituted a¥
Tampa, where Henry Shoemaker

Anasl hadw
acaul wOGy,

met his
bruised, broken and covered with
boiling tar, a new outbreak of la«
bor repression is reported from

another locality, Ocala, Floridas
George J. Timmerman, a jobless
bricklayer was found nailed to @
cross with his lips sewn together
with binder twine. Timmerman
had committed that grave Florida
crime of criticising the existing
order of things. Chief of Police,
J. H, Spencer, gave out the state«
ment that he thought that Time
merman had allowed himself to be
crucified so that he might becomd
a “martyr” and ‘“‘gain public syme
pathy.” v !
This statement was given ouf
despite the fact that the police
were compelled to extract many
four and one-half inch spikes from
Timmerman’s hands and feet be-
fore he could be removed from
the cross. So goes American free
speech, 1 41
-

Party Raises Funds
For Labor Defense

The Minneapolis and St. Paul
branches of the Non-Partisan La-
bor Defense combined Saturday
night in giving a social affair af
the home of John Bosch, 4745
13th Avenue South. The party
was given to help raise funds
which are sorely needed for local
defense work.

The Bosch family generously
donated their home for the occa-
sion. About one hundred friends
of the movement attended. The
evening was spent in dancing,
card playing, and other amuse-
ments. Later in the evening lunch
was served to the guests. About
$50 was raised.

The local branch of the None
Partisan Labor Defense said that
about $200 more was needed to
complete the appeal in the Al
Russell case.

Russell was the Strutwear picke
et who was convicted and sen-
tenced to three months in the
workhouse. He is now out on bail
pending the outcome of his ap-
peal. )

ais

v'-it‘l.‘ Wi

displayed before the senate lobby
committee as five members and a
senator testified they had attend-
ed dinners given by Robert Smith,
power and railroad lobbyist, in
complete ignorance of the man’s

connections.”
B L3 B3

“No cone is more unhappy than
I am about laying people off,”
said Walter Gifford, president of
the American Tellephone and Tel-
egraph Co.
How about the guys who
get laid off?
" Bl ®
Washington news item: “A di~
rect congressional threat to take
$26,500,000 away from American
merchant shipping and give them
instead a mere $4,850,000 subsidy
for carrying the mails during the
coming year aroused a storm of
protest from shipping interests,”
That ain't acting rugged,

like you want us to act.
i * .

Commentary on certain union
leaders: ‘“Miss Francis Perkins,
secretary of labor, left a dinner
party at the Mayflower Hotel in
Washington, D. C., to settle over
the telephone a strike taking place
in California against the Panama-
Pacific Steamship Company in

California.” |
* * L

New York item: “The Court of
Appeals yesterday decided, by I
4-3 decision, that a state law set«
ting minimum wage standards for

women was unconstitutional,” ‘ ‘
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