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“The idez becomes
power when it pene-
trates the masses.”
—Karl Marx.
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Trotsky Trounces Eastman

By LEON TROTSKY.
Readers of the DAILY WORKER will remember the controversy

aroused by the publication of Max Eastman’s book “Since

nin Died.”

The DAILY WORKER was able to smash the campaign of the capi-
. talist press (wlich was using Eastman’s book as part of their propaganda
for war against the Soviet Union) by securing a telegraphic refutation

direet from Trotsky himself.

In the article below Trotsky follows his telegram with a detailed and
crushing refutation of Eastman’s book. We print it in full, notwithstan-
ing heavy demands upon our space, because it gives an object lesson in
the worthlessness of ninety-nine per cent of the assertions made by the
‘capitalist press—and its dupes—about the Workers’ Republic of Russia.

This is.the more urgent since the war-propaganda against Russia—
altho suspended—may be resumed at any moment.

About Eastman's Book,
“Since Lemin Died”

OON after my return from Sukhum

to Moscow, I learned from a tele-
gram from Comrade Jackson, of the
SUNDAY WORKER, about the publi-
cation of a book by Bastman under
the title “Since Lenin Died,” which
was being made use of by the capi-
talist .press for attacks upon our
Party and the Soviet Government.

Altho my reply to Comrade Jack-
son was published in due course in

“the paper, I nevertheless think it use-

ful to reproduce here its first part:
“Eastman’s book, about which you
write, is quite unknown to me. The
bourgeois papers which quoted it have
not reached me. It goes without say-
ing that I repudiate in advance and
most categorically all comments di-
rected against t.he Russian Commun-
1§t Party.” ?urgmr on in the tele
gram I repudiated the absurb insinu-
ations as to my alleged change in
favor of bourgeois' democracy and-free-
dom of trade. :

UBSEQUENT 1 received KEast-

man’s book from Comra<3 Inkpin,
secretary of the British Communist
Party, who wrote me a letter similar
to Comrade Jackson’s telegram.

I had no intention of reading and
still less of replying to Eastman’s
book being of the opinlon that my

_ telegram to Comrade Jackson, which

in the meantime had appeared in the
British  and general foreign press,
would be sufficient.

Nevertheless, some of my Party
comrades who had read the pamphlet
expressed their opinion that, in view
‘of the references the pamphlet to
conversations with me, my silence
might indirectly assist it in damulng
our Party,

This hu induced me to pay more
attention to Fastman's production,
and to acquaint myself in detafl with
its contents.

7’ L N
N the strength of well-known inci-
dents In our Party life, of the
discussion of the methods of Party
democracy, of State regulation of eco-

| nomic life, etc, Fastman arrives at

which are unreservedly

%

importance—i. e., the Red Army.
About the Red Army.
STMAN makes it appear as if the
Army, thru the change in the per-
sonnel of leadership, had broken up
and lost 1ts effectiveness, etc. It is a

ments to base their schemes upon
Eastman’s revelations. »
Eastman, by the way, does not seem
to notice that by characterizing the
Red Army thus he supports the
thoroly rotten Menshevik legend about

Bonapartism and Prasterianism—since

it is clear that an army, apt to be
broken up on account of a personal
change in leadership, would not be a
Communist or proletarian, but precisé-
ly a Bonapartist and Praetorian army.

The author quotes in his booklet
a large number of documents, and
mentions many incidents not infre-
quently second, third and fourth hand.
There is in this little booklet a not
inconsiderable number of obviously
fallacious and mendacious assertions,
from which we need only select a few
of the more important.

Lenin’s Letters.

N several places Eastman alleges

that the Central Committee has
“hidden away” from the Party a num-
ber of most important documents writ-
ten by Lenin in the last period of his
life—such as the letters on the na
tional question, So-called “will
etc. This cannot
other name than & Mduﬁulhu the
Central Committee of our Party.

Eastman’s words lead one to imagine
that Lenin had intended these letters
for the press. This is absolutely
untrue.

In the course of his illness Lenin
more than once addressed proposals,
letters, etc., to the leading organg of
the Party and its congresses. All
these letters and proposals were, of
course, invariably delivered to the
quarters to which they were ad-
dressed, were brought under the no-
tice -of the delegates at the 12th and
13th Party Congresses, and never
failed to have due effect upon the de-
cisions of the Party.

Lenin’s “WilP"

F all the letters have not been pub-

lished this is because the author
did not intend them for publication.

As for the famous “will,” Lenin
never left one, and the very nature
of his relations with the Party as
well as the nature of the Party
itself made such a “will” absolutely
impossible.

In ‘the guise of a “will” the emigre
and foreign bourgeois and menshevik
press have all along been quoting one
of Lenin’s letters (completely muti-
lated) which contained a number of
advices on questions of organization.
The 13th Party Congress studied this
letter most attentively, and drew .con-
clusions in accordance with the condi-
tions of the moment.

All talk about a secreted or In-
fringed “will’ is so much mischievous
invention directed against the real
will of Lenin, and of the interests of
the Party created by him.

No Suppression.
OT less mendacious is Eastman's
statement that the Central Com-
mittee had wanted to suppress Lenin’s

‘article about the Workers’' and Peas-

ants’ Imspection. The dissensions, if
one may at all speak here of dis-
sensions, which arose in this connec-
tion on the Central Committee were
of quite secondary moment, having
Mnﬂyhthouuﬂon whether
the publication of Lemin’s article
should, or not be, accompanied
by a statement of the Central Com-
mittee that there were grounds for

turotnnlﬂ. lltove-thquutbn}

éalled by ny-

was gettled unanimously at the same
sitting, and all the members of the
Politiburean and the Orgbureau pres-
ent 'signed an address to the party’s
organizations saying, inter alia: “With-
out entering, in this parely imforma-
tive letter, into a discussion of pos-
sible historical dangers, of which the

.question has been rightly raised by

Comrade Lenin in his article, the
members of the Orgbureau and the
Politibureau deem it necessary, with
a view to avoiding possible misunder-
standings, to declare with complete
unanimity that there are in the in-
ternal work of the Central Committee
absolutely no data which could in any
way suggest the danger of a split.”

This document, not only has, with
ten others, my signature, but its very
text was written by myself on Janu-
ary 27, 1923.

L .

As this letter, expressing the unani-
mous attitude of the Central Com-
mittee towards Lenin’s proposal about
the Workers’ and Peasants’ Inspec-
tion, also has at bottom the signature
of Comrade Kuibyshev, another men-
dacious statement of Eastman’s is ipso
facto refuted, viz., that at the head of
the Inspection was placed Comrade
Kuibyshév as an opponent of Lenin’s
scheme of organizauon.

%9 @
Another Falsehood.

QUALLY false and based obviously

upon fantastical rumors is the
statement by Eastman that the Cen-
‘tr%llfo Med or kept
, bi another my
pamphlets or aqu 1923 or in
1924 or at any other time.

It is equally false to assert as East-
man does that Lenin offered me the
post of President of the Council’s
Commissars and the Council of Labor
and Defence.

| learn this plece of news for the
first time from Eastman’s pamphlet.
* * »
NE could not doubt, when atten-
tively reading the pamphlet, point
out a number of other mistaken state-
ments or preversions and distortions.
One hardly, however, needs doing this.
When making use of Eastman’s “in
formation” and quoting his statements,
the capitlaist and, more particularly,
the menshevist press have invariably
underlined his near relations to me as
the author of my biography, his al-
leged “friendship” with me—thus try-
ing in an indirect wty.to lend his ar-
guments a weight which in themselves
they have not and cannot have. I am,
therefore, obligd to speak also on this
subject.
Trotsky’s Relations with Eastman,
PERHAPS the nature of my real re-
latlons with Eastman will best be
seen from a business letter which I
wrote at the time when there was as
yet no thought about his book “Since
Lenin Died.”
At the time of my stay at Sukhum,

The uccommm letter from my
comrade informed me that the manu-
script which had been sent by the
author to our State Publishing House,
for publication in the Russian lan-
guage, was making a strange and, to
us, unfamiliar impression by its sen-
timental tone.

I replied to this letter by one dated
April 3, 1926: “Even without reading
Eastman’s manuscript I entirely agree
with you that it would be a mistake
to publish it. Tho you have kindly
sent the numucrlpt to me, I have
neither appetite nor desire to read it.
I willingly take“your word that the

manuscript is quite unappetizing, es.

y

pecially to us Russian Communists.”

“Eastman for a long time had per
sistently tried to convince me that
it was very difficult to interest Ameri-
cans in Communism, but that they
could be made interested in Commun-
ists. His argument did not lack plau-
sibility, and it was this which
prompted me to render him some as-
sistance of a very limited nature: the
limits were shown in my letter to
him.*

“Of course I did not know at the
time that he was going to publish
this book in Russian. I should ba-
bly have advised the State PiiHlica-
tions House not to print it.

“Naturally, I am unable to prevent
his publishing the book abroad. He

is a ‘free’ writer, has lived in Russia,”

has collected materials, and Is at pres-
ent in France, if not in America.

“Should I ask him not to print this
book as a personal favor to me? | am
not sufficiently intimate with him for
that. And altogether, it would hardly
be proper to do so.”

R B
repeat, the question was about a
perfectly harmless booklet relating
to my youth, up to 1902, but the tone
of my letter leaves no room for doubt
that my relations with Eastman dif-
fered in nothing from my relations
with a number of other Communists
or foreign “sympathizers” who have
asked my assistance in studying the
October Revolution, our Party, and
the Sovlet State—not more than that.
y e’ ©
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ITH a vulgar self-assurance, East-
man writes sarcastically about
my nearest comrades of the Central
Committee, whom, according to him, I
spoke of in a friendly manner, at the
moment of the “acrimonious” discus-
sion. Evidently, Eastman regards him-
self as being called upon to correct
my “mistake” and endows the lead-
ing personnel of our Party with such
traits as could not be branded other

wise than by the word slander.

We have seen above om-what a rot-
ten foundation Eastman is trying to
erect his building. He exploits single
incidents of the Party discussion in
order to blacken our Party and to un-
dermine all conﬂdence by perverting
the meaning ‘of facts and distorting
all and every proportion. I should
think, however, that any serious and
reflective reader need not even take
the trouble to mmw’s refer-
ences and “documents™ ( more-
over would not be ml‘fo every-
body), but would find it sufficiently
simple to ask himself if the derogatory
characteristics given by Eastman to
the leading personnel of our Party
had been true, how could this Party
have gone thru the long years of un-
derground struggle, have made the

greatest revolution in the world, have
boen able to lead the millions, and to
assist the formation of revolutionary
parties in other countries?

No honest workers will ever believe
the sort of plcture drawn by Eastman.

It contains its own refutation. It
Is immaterial what were Bastman’s
intentions. His booklet can only ren-
der service to the worst enemies of

Communism and revolution. It there- _|

fore objectively constitutes a weapon
of counter-revolution,

July 1, 1925,

* On May 22, lna.xn.uodtothou-
!}mud requests of Eastman - follows:
I-hn.nt.rytomdaryoumuuneoln
respect of bona fide information, but I
cannot agree to read your manuscript,
since It would make me responsibls, as it
were, not only for the tsou. also for

the characteristics and a . It
is quite obvloul that I ¢ o:\. this.
I am pre to bear som ited re-

sponsibility tor the facts which I s
give you at your request. The res -
bility for the rest will have to be
entirely by you.” This work of his on!r
reaches the events of 1902,

proem——



Are the Finns Social-Democrats? B #Heny aski

Just now, there circulates an ugly
rumor among the party members, to
the effect that we Flnns aro soclal-
democrats and supportaers of the Two-
and-a-half-Internatfonal tendencies.
This character assassination has gone
so far that I think it proper to say in
a few words just what we are. what
we have accomplished and what we
are fighting for. LA

We Finns are too modest. We do
not like to praise ourselves, and our
work. We believe that our work
speaks louder than words. We gimply
go ahead, doing the best we can to-
day, tomorrow a little better, without
asking any glory, honor or fame.

In this respect I may say that our
policy has been unwise. This modesty
and humbleness on our part has re-
sulted in a condition, where the party
membership does not .know much
about us and now may “lend the ear”
to the groundless rumors peddled
about us by low ..minded plotters.
Some honest comrades may believe

jothat we truly are right-wingers, reac-
sidtonaries and-what not.

Brief History.

&0 place this matter properly be-
fore the jury of our party members
I must relate a bit of history .> prove
that we have not “just started.” W.
have been on the job when many o.
our slanderers were drying the back
of their ears and learning their
ABC

Finns began to do socialist propa-
ganda in the United States about
1899. During and after that year a
number of isolated Finnish branches
were organized. In 1904 the first con-
vention was held in Cleveland, Ohio.

“This convention, however, did not suc-

ceed in forming a permanent socialist
organization, because these branches
were imbued with idealistic, theosoph-
istic, philosophistic and many other
istic thoughts, altho there was a
strong left wing in that convention.
Our comrades: deemed it 'wiser, not

_ to split, but to stay in those branches,

because thé ranks Wwere ~there and
therefore they were the proper place
to do the work for socialism.

Their labors were in vain., Two
years later another convention was
held at Hibbing, Minn., where our
federation was formed and affiliation
with the socialist party decided al-
most unanimously.

Then started a rapid growth of the
Finnish socialist federation. Its mem-
bership rose up to 12,651 in 1913. Then
on account of a split, which oeccurred
next year (1914) the membership’de-
clined to about 10,000. I will later
relate about the ideological grounds
of this split. Our present membership
is about 8,000 which is a very good
percentage, when we consider that
there are about 170,000 Finns in this
country, We are, therefore, about
five per cent politically organized.
This is a far greater percentage than

Uigny-other mationality in the United

States.

Altho the Finnish Federation is not
numerically the strongest Finnish or-
ganization in this country (two relig-
fous organizations have more mem-
bers) we are the most influential, Our
influence is felt in every walk of life
among the Finnish immigrants. Our
three dally papers, which own their
buildings and plants, have the com-
bined readers of about 50,000 daily
and are very effective factors in form-
ing the opinion of the Finnish read-
ing public, We have buflt numerous
meeting halls and labor temples,
where now, not only our own meet-
inge, but also the Workers Party
meetings and soclals are held. Our
dramatic, athletic, musical, debating
and other goclal activities are draw-
ing the workers, young and old, into
our meetings and socials, under our
influence and propaganda. It wds
thru our tireless efforts that the Fin-
nish co-operatlve movement was es-
tablished and s now the most effec-
tive section of the American Co-opera-
tive movement,

/But we aid not stop at merely get-

ting members into our organization,
started the most thoro educa.
‘work, The success thus far
by our federation is due to

|

rcapitalism.

the elaborate educatlonal work we
have done and are doing at the pres-
ont time, Bix and elght week train.
ing courses are held every year in the
east, central and western states, with
elaborate theoretical and practical
curriculum, We realize that the unity,
enthusiasm and devotion of the labor
organization rests upon intelligence
and education. Beside these courses,
we have one and two week lecture
courses, which are held almost in
every branch of the federation every
year. We also have propagandists and
speakers who are touring our branches
continually.

Our federation has considered the
education of the children and our
youth as one of our most important
tasks. We realize that they are the
ones who inkerit our results and con-
tinue our work, when we have gone.
Of late this has been one of our main
functions. The results of this work
are beginning to show now. The
youth of ‘the Finnish immigrant work-
ers are gradually taking the place of
the older ones. It follows naturally
from such a training. I may mention
as a practical culmination of this work
the young workers” summer schhol
just held at Waino, Wis., which has
stirred up the American bourgeoisie
more than anything else done by our
party in the last few years. Educa-
tion of the workers’ youth will attack
the very roots of the stronghold of
It undermines the ideo-
logical foundation on which it is es-
tablished. While our accusers are
busy scheming just how they could
acquire the leadership of the party,
we, besides our other work, were busy
making this first Communistic sum-
mer school of youth a success.

Our Sunday school work is very ex-
tensive. Generally they continue to
work the year around and besides
these we have summer schools for
smaller children,

We do a large publishing business.
We have had an opportunity to study

Marx, Engels, Pléhandv, Letiin, Prot-

sky, Pannecock and many other inter-
nationall known antlidrifies on revo-
lutionary socialism and Communism
long before their works were translat-
ed to English. Large editions of these
works has been sold. There are more
books by Lenin, Zinoviev, Trotsky,
Bucharin, Radek, Tjumenev and
others translated in Finnish, than
there are English. Our collective ef-
forts have made this possibie.

I can safely say that about 50,000
Finnish immigrants are under our in-
fluence and support our work. And
they are the most advanced section
of our people.

Where Have We Stood?

But all of the above does not dis-
prove the claim that we are “the most
reactionary section of the Workers
Party.” It only shows that we are
practical people and good organizers.
But how about the principles?” Where
do these Finns stand anyway? I will
try to answer this phase of the ques-
tion.

Again a little bit of history is re-
quired.

Our federation has always been on
the left. This is not a meaningless
claim. I have a lot of historical data
to prove it.

At the close of the last century
there was an ideological controversy
in the soclal-democratic party in Fin-
land, The left wing grew very rapid-
ly as a natural reaction to the ruth-
less oppression of czaristic Russia
and the treachery of the Finndsh)
bouregoisie. The control of the party
was in the hands of the petty bour-
geols minded leaders. Finally the
left wing got control of the party, and
its program and tactics were changed
accordingly, Czaristic oppression and
economic exploitation compelled a
large number of Finns to emigrate to
the United BStates. Previously the
Finnigsh immigrants had been almost

proletariat was mostly soclalistic, Ar.
riving here, they continued their go-
clallstic propaganda, BSome of the

with the Imatra League, an idealistic

organization, masquerading. under the
name of & workerd’ arganization: In
the#e branches the left wing 8oclalist
ostablished thelr soeclalist nuclei and
started to work to revolutionize them.
As I have anlready stated, in 1908, at
the Hibbing convention they finally
won their fight. A new organization,
our federation was formed there.

That was our first fight on principles
of revolutionary socialism. In this
controversy we fought for revolution-
ary socialism and against the petty
bourgeois and their ideology and right
wingers of all kinds.

In 1912 and 1913 a new controversy
arose in our federation. Then we had
the Workerg' College at Shmithville,
"Minn., maintained by our federation.
Around that institution developed a
strong anarcho-syndicalistic group, led
by Leo Laukki. He and his follow-
ers wanted to make our federation a
syndicalist organization and lead us
away from revolutionary soclalism.
They were determined and had well
organized their forces. Their weapons
against us were the opportunistic ten-
dencies of the socialist party of which

nitted that there were undesirable
features about the socialist party, but
still that was just then, with all its
veaknessess, the only political party
wxith some membership, which, with
patient work could be tralned to revo-
lutionary ways of think%ng. At least
in theory it advocated the class strug-
gle and an uncompromising fight
against the capitalist class. Our syn-
dicalistic comrades attacked the prin-
ciple of political action and wanted
direct action, industrial action and
complete abandonment of all political
activity. We claimed that the politi-
cal action is needed in the class strug-
gle and that we must work with the
politically organized workerg in Am-
erica. This group of radicals, Laukki
and others, told us that they were
revoltuionary, that only they were
genuine Marxians, that they were
sclentifie” §oétdlists ‘anid all that kind
of -talk. - “They ~ were“eéverything in
their opinion and we, our federation,
was nothing but incapable and ineffi-
cient politicians. They wanted to
lead our federation out of bondage to
the pastures of peace and plenty thru
direct short cuts,

We refused to believe that. We saw
that they had syndicalistic tendencies
and the leadership fever of a very
high degree. And finally in 1914 an-
other split occurred. About 3,000
members were expelled and with-
drawn from the federation.

Radicals grouped themselves inde-
pendently and started to fight among
themselves on the issue: “Who is the
greatest among us.” Now this group
is almost completely wiped out. Hon-
est workers have come back to our
federation and the others, the rem-
nants are now fighting the Comintern,
and Profintern.

Again, in this second controversy
our federation upheld the banner of
revolutionary socialism. Anarchists,
syndicalists, leftists, the left Com-
mounist who were stricken with in-
fantile sickness, left us and we con-
tinued our work as wusual. During
this controversy the most thoro dis-
cussion on principles and tactics of
revolutionary socailism was held, Our
critics in some extent put‘up intelli-
gent ‘arguments and we profited much
by them. Of course we made many
mistakes, which every progressive la-

factory to us, but we tried to revolu-
tionize it and we hoped that with the
ald of other revolutionary comrades
we would finally succeed. However,
other comrades chose to go a different
way. They organized themselves into
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sur federation was a part of. We ad-

cialist party and then expell the reac:
tionaried. We did not agree with the
bolicy of the party ieadership, but
the #oeialist party had an orecanizs:
tlon, prestise and propaganda faciii:
tles, which were worth somethir .
With a little taetio they ecould be ecap:
tured and made to serve revolutionary
soclallem, It was a sad sight to see
ten per cent expel ninety per oent}
this was the tactie selected by our left
wing comrades. They wera about
ninety per cent of the party, Still they
let ten per cent reactlonaries expel
them,

Whe_n the left wing soclalists were
expelled from the gociallst party, they
organized themselves, wrote thelr pro-
grams and declarations of principles.
which were decidedly leftist docu-
ments, so much so that later the Co-
mintern had to correct them in sev-'
eral instances,

Of course we could not then withs
draw from the soclalist party. We
knew that it was not an easy matter
to sever such old political ties, with
which we were tied to the socialist
party. Many of our members were
still faithful to the socialist parly, and
we had to start a strong campaign of
education in the federation against the
socialist party,» and its reactionary
leadership, and in favor of withdraw-
‘ng from it. This took some time,
Jut we could not help it. We wanted
to take the entire federation with us
when we were ready to wishdraw.,

Then we were severely criticized.
Our left wing comrades criticized us
as right wingers and opportunists;
and the Socialist party leaders and
their supporters, criticized us as Com-
munists, impossiblists, etc. Many un-
just criticisms were thrown upon us.
We were between two flres and I
must confess that it was not an easy
matter then to correctly analyze the
conditions and find a correct policy to
pursue. Had we followed the instruc-
tions and orders from our left wing
comrades and withdrawn from the so-
CIM urty m.eﬂ; uv%u' ’m (M'el
wrecked our organization. - So we de- '
cided to stay until our federation, as
a whole, willingly withdrew from it.
However, there were other forces
working, not always wholesome ones,
and we were compelled to withdraw
from the socialist party prematurely,
resulting in the loss of about 2,500
members, many halls and one daily
newspaper. We pointed this to our
well meaning left wing comrades, but
they refused to believe it. They had
the leftist tendencies to very marked -
degree and our maneuvers were fool-
ish to them. Now every honest “after
the battle” observer admits that we
were correct in our contention, that
our policy had been the better one.
However, we could do no better than
leave the socialist party to a handful
of reactionaries and bureaucrats,
when all other left wing comrades
were expelled, or withdrawn.

In this controversy we ‘got rid of
the right wing element, social-demo--
crats and the supporters of the Two-
and-a-Half International. “Principles
of soclal-democracy” and its entire
ideology was condemned by our mem-
bership.

I do not need to say much about
our stand in the Workers Party and
the role we played im its organization. -
Everyone who has been with the party
since its organization, knows that we
have worked to our utmost to make
the Workers Party an efficient instru-
ment in the fight for the workers’
rights. We are strong for organization
and education. Maneuvers do not, In
our opinion, make the Workers Party.
We must build the Workers Party
first; make it into something, so that
it must be recognized when Ameriean
workers begin to organize politically.

'
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Are the Finns Social-Democrats?

(Conunued from page 2)

tile short cuts, which, in a final analy-
sid ate mensheviki tactics plre and
simple, more simple than purs, We
fought against that policy, but when
our party decided in faver of such an
adventure, like good Communists we
obeyed. And then when several un-
succesful attempts were made and the
party with the ald of the Comintern
finally rejected such a policy, we were
delighted. And we hoped that at last
our party has gotten over its men-
sievism and leftism and begins to
work earnestly for Communism.

But our joy was short lived. Our
party executive was split. A major-
ity and a minority began functioning
and theses after theses were given
out! declaration on principles and pol-
icies, statements and “facts for work-
ers” were given out, even personal at-
tacks appeared in our party organ.
And the only given reason for all of
that was: “shall we continue our (men-
sheviki) policy of advocating the
farmerlabor party” when historical
and purely American objective factors
are against that kind of policy. Ninety-
nine per cent of our membership Is

against that kind of policy. “Let’s be
something first. ‘Then talk about man-
euvering and federating with the other
groupd.” This is what our federation
rank-and-filers say. Our membership
does not want the high sounding
phrases and useless talk about the
absolute and correct Communistic pol-
Icies. We know that the correctness
of all the policles of the labor move-
ment i8 only relatively true and cor-
rect. Then when some group of mem-
bers talk that they are sultable ma-
terlal for the party leadership, be-
cause they are true Marxians, and
scientific analysists of the conditions,
honest, sincere, and characterize
themselves with all kinds of adjec-
tives, it reminds us of the controversy
we had in 1913 and 14, when we also
had such big headed members, who
were badly stricken witn Infantile
sickness and the leadership bug.

The amusing feature awout this con-
troversy is that the minority of the
party is so deadly against us, and de-

nounces us with very bitter terms.
They have been busy colletcing evi-

dence that we are supporters of
“Loreism.” Of course they are doom-
ed to fail in their efforts. We have

no opportunistic tendencies, but neith-
er have we any leftist tendencies,
which are just as bad. Some of the
minority comrades descended so low
as to peddle Hes about us. And these
slanderers and character assassinat-
ors have béén converted only recent-
ly to a Communistic way of thinking.
Now they are usurping the authority
to denounce us, who have worked
faithfully the last twentyfive years
for revoltuionary socaillem and Com-
munism,

What do We Want Now?

I feel confident that I speak for
every one of our federation members
when I say that we want:

1. Immediate cessation of factional-
ism. Organized groups which are eat-
ing the life out of the party, must be
lignidated. And we pledge ourselves
to see that machines are liquidated
and machinists disciplined, or ex-
pelled

2. Only one executive committee,
not two, like we have now., We must
get over the idea of having a group
or factional representation in our ex-
ecutive committee, -

We also want an executive commit-
tee with nerve, and a sense of re-

sponsibility, and Communistic under-
standing, so that they can settle ques-
tions, without foolishly appealing to
higher party bodies on etery little
question. Hesitation; indecision and
a vacilation policy is destructive and
must be done away with,

3. We want the shop nuclei form
of organization, not so much that it
is practical, tried and true, but be-
cause theoretically it appears practle-
al and true and this must be shown.

4. We do not want the language fed-
erations in the party. All language
federation must remain Communistic
propaganda organizations, working in-
dependently under the ideological
leadership of the Workers Party.

In conclusion, I want to say that our
glanderers have no patent or copy-
rights on Communism. They have
no exclusive rights on Communistic
understanding. They, as well as all of
us, make errors. I do mot wish to
leave the impression that our federa-
tion has not made any errors. We
have made numbers of errors, but we
have also done something. Those’
pure and good “Marxians” that do'not!:
do anything may remain frée 'from'
any human errors, but in my estima-
tion they are bum Communists.

Cannon

By JAMES P. CANNON.

Comrade Askeli’s article follows the
two statements published by the Fin-
nish Branch of Superior and is direct-
ly related to them. The Central Ex-
ecutive Committee has declared that
these statements contained a non-
Communist tendency and represented
the beginning of an ideological prepa-
ration for a split in the Party. Com-
rade Askeli’'s article is another mani-
festation of this sentiment. It shows
‘the same tendency in a clearer form
“and forces us to draw the conclusion
that it amounts to an attempt to sub-
stitute a program of his own for the
program of the Party and the Com-
munist International. At the moment
when the serious Communist workers
are striving to unify their ranks on
the platform of the Communist Inter-
nation, Comrade Askeli comes forward
with an attack on the Communist In-
ternational. Such propaganda tends
to discredit the Communist Interna-
tional before the membership.

Comrade Askeli has presented a
platform without one sound Commun-
ist plank in it. No one can accept
this platform without first throwing
away the platform of the Party and
the Communist Internatiomal. The
loyal followers of the Communist In-
ternational in the party, and espe-
cially those in the Finnish Federation,
have no choice but to take up at once
the most resolute struggle against the
political platform of Comrade Askeli.
The unity and integrity of the Party
“demand such a struggle.

Incitement Against the C. I.

The Communist International is the
most priceless acquisition of the revo-
lutionary proletariat of the world. The
authority of the Communist Interna-
_ tion is the surest guarantee that the

unity of our party will be preserved
.and strengthened, that disintegrating
opportinism will not be allowed to
get a string foothold, that mistakes
will be corrected and that faltering
leadership will be assisted, strength-
ened and equipped for its tasks. To
make a breach between the party and
_the Comintern is the aim of those ele-
ments in all countries who shrink
from the implications of a policy of
determined revolutionary struggle.
Comrade Askeli is following a policy
which leads in this direction. His at-
tack is directed first of all and above
.all at the authority of the Communist
International. He opposes in a more
or less direct way all the propositions
put before the Party by the Commun-
ist International in its recent deci-
sions. He then unites his opposition
to the variqus specific proposals of the
Communist International into a com-
plete and systematic opposition with
the declaration that he wants a Cen-
tral Executive Committee with suffi-
clent “perve” and “responsibility” to

R l.

“settle questions without foolishly ap-
pealing to higher bodies on every lit-
tle question.” The practice of the
Central Executive Committee in turn-
ing to the Communist International
for advice and guidance and for the
solution of disputed questions appar-
ently does not commend itself to Com-
rade Askeli. He regards it as “Hesita-
tion, indecision and a vacillating
policy”, which, he says, is “destructive
and must be done away with.”

‘What is such talk but incitement
against the Communist International?
And what could be its_effect, but_to
lead to a break between the Party and
the Communist Internation? To let
the Party become the prey of disin-
tegrating tendencies and render it
powerless?

Loreism.

With such an attitude of general
opposition to the Communist Interna-
tional, it is quite logical for Comrade
Askeli to find himself out of line with
its specific decisions on the situation
in our Party. The Comintern has put
before the Party as ome of its most
important tasks the liquidation of the
opportunist ideology of Loreism. Com-
rade Askeli has nothing to say on this
question, except to deny the accusa-
tions of sympathy with Loreism. The
open statement and direct attack on
Loreism which all leading comrades
should make without hesitation or eva-
sion is lacking. On the contrary the
article makes many concessions to
Loreism.

Comrade Askeli says the Finnish
Federation got rid of the right wing
elements and the ideology of the two
and one-half international at the time
of the split with the Socialist Party.
We are confident that the overwhelm-
ing majority of the membership of
the Finnish Federation will demon-.
strate that they have broken so de-
cisevly with this ideology that no one
will be able to lead them back to it.
But in the light of this article we can-
not be so confident of Comrade Askeli.
A remnant of this ideology has found
its way into his article.

The Labor Party.

Our most important political ques-
tion is the question of the Labor
Party. The future growth and devel-
opment of our P is indigsolubly
bound up with the solution of this
problem. The first decisive steps of
the American workers in constituting
themselves as a class, and entering
the political arena as such, will be
taken thru the medium of a Labor
Party. The solution of the Labor
party problem is therefore of incalcu-
able importance. It is in fact the key
to the American Labor movement.
Every member of the Party must un-
derstand this,

The Enlarged Executive Committee

of the Communist International has paralyze the

solved the Labor Party problem,

to Henr

recting the past mistakes of all groups
in the Party and laying down a clear
political line for the immediate future.
It is of the utmost importance that
every leading comrade take a clear
and umequivocal stand on this ques-
tion. Mistaken conceptions of the past
must be openly acknowldeged and
resolutely put aside. The whole Party,
as one man, must consciously swing
its energy into the Labor Party move-
ment according to the policy of the
Communist International. In order to
make this possible all leading com-

rades in the Party and in the Federa-

tions. must . have a -unified point of
view. A megative or half-hearted nt-
titude is not permissable.

Comrade Askeli confines his remarks
on this question to a couple of sen-
ténces that only serve to confuse the
issue. He speaks of the questions of
the Third Party Alliance, the Farmer-
Labor Party and the present Labor
Party policy of the Party, making no

distinction between them. He throws
them all into one pot, labels them all

“maneuvers” to be avoided and then
concludes with the assertion that “99
per cent of our membership is against

that kind of policy.” Such a method
of presenting the question can only
confuse the comrades.

“Maneuvers.”

Political adventurism, maneuvers
that are not based on a true analysis of
all the factors in the given situation,
are very dangerous for a party. But
to proceed from this premise to a re-
jection of all maneuvers is to falsify
and distort the Leninist standpoint.
One of the most incorrect and harm-
ful aspects of Loreism is its opposi-
tion to maneuvers®and its undialectic
conception which arbitrarily separates
organization and propaganda from ac-
tion and maneuvers. Askeli makes
this error when he says, “We are
strong for organization and education,
Maneuvers do not, in our opinion
make the Workers Party.” This con-
ception is wrong. A fighting Commun-
ist Party cannot be built upon it.

Organization and propaganda, ac-
tions and maneuvers, must be united
in an organic whole. Without ability
to maneuver there is no capacity for
action and no real Communist Party.
The paralyzing dogma of “no man-
euvers” must be eleminated from our
conception at all costs. The great

‘leaders and teachers of Leninism are

constantly pressing this idea as a life
and death struggle to the Communist
Parties. Only recently, the Executive
Committee of the Communist Inter-
national was obliged to adopt a special
resolution against the doctrine of “no
maneuvers” which wids threatening to
Communist Party of Ger-

o:r-,-ny and which had already lead it

v ¥

y Askell

‘o the most serious errors in connec-
.don with the question of the monar-
chy. “The Communist Party of Ger-
many must learn how to maneuver,”
said the resolution of the Communist
International. Our Party must also
learn and in order to do so it must
reject the standpoint which is present-
ed by the article of Comrade Askeli.

Shop Nuclei.

The Bolshevization of the Party im-
plies reorganization on the basis of
shop nuclei. Our Party is confronted
with -collossab ummmas in this re-:

spect on account ot lts “small member-.
ship and many national divisions. The
success of our campaign to construct
the Pgrty on the shop-nuclei basis re-
quires the active, conscious and whole-
hearted support of the leading com-
rades of the various federations. Com-
rade Askeli does not give such sup-
port. He gives the shop nuclei form
of organization only a negative en-
dorsement and attempts to discredit
it in advance with the statement-that
he favors it, “not so much that it is
practical, tried and true, but because
theoretically it appears practical and
true and this must be shown.” The
transformation of our Party from the
sociali-democratic form of organiza-
tion to the Communist form of organ-
ization, built in the work-shops, will
never be accomplished by such a skep-
tical attitude. The position of Com-
rade Askeli amounts to opposition to
shop nuclei, under the flag of lip-serv-
ice to it. The Party must opnoso md
reject this standpoint, 047

The Federation Question.

The Communist Internatiomal and
fhe Central Executive Committee of
our Party have come to the definite
conclusion that the existance of sepa-
rate language federations must be
done away with. The language feder-
ations must be fused into a single
centralized party. The organization
letter of the Communist International
gives detailed and specific instructions
on this question; and the resolution
of the Party commission takes a
clear and definite stand for the com-
plete centralization of the Party and
the complete abolition of the present
federation form of the organization.
The energetic carrying out of these
resolutions is an indespensible part
of the process of Bolshevizing the
Party.

On this vital question as well as
on all the others raised in his article,
Comrade Askeli takes a wrong stand.
The letter of the Communist Interna-
tional and the resolution of the parity
commission, provide for the recon-
struction of the present language
branches as pon-partisan workers’
clubs. The proposal -of Comrade
Askeli to maintain the federations on

|

(Continued on page 6.)
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. (Continued from Yesterday’s Daily Worker)

SYNOPSIS.—The structure and activities of the Soviet Union are keen-
ly analized in the official report of the British Trade Union Delegation to
Soviet Russia, which is being printed serially in the DAILY WORKER. The
trade union leaders exhaustively record the achievements of the Soviet gov-
ernment in finances, and in the form of their government. Transportation,
industry and agriculture were then taken up, the trade union leaders showing
that production is steadily increasing. The study of agriculture showed that
the Soviet Union is manufacturing and importing tractors and other farm
machinery, The relation of the New Economic Policy to agriculture was
then explained. “Russian agriculture is recovering slowly but steadily” was
the conclusion of the British trade unionists. The important subject of the
Union’s foreign trade was discussed in yesterday’s installment,

* * * *
FOREIGN TRADE OF THE U.S.S8.R.,, JANUARY TO JUNE, 1924,

(In 1,000 roubles at 1913 prices.)

I—Imports.

Trade categories.
2 Raw, semi-
Counidies from which manufactured,

Total.

iinportsreceived. Foodstuffs. and live stock. Manufactures.

HOEARE o vteve s vis s vRds 217 12,523 9,689 22,439
Great D@itain, ... ccoieass 797 17,5898 3,131 21,526
BB AR Y 240 12,120 3,131 15,491
BWEEEN B o issssvisersbvd 189 50 3,518 3,707
T R G R 42 1,130 1,905 3,077
R 556 davnrineisssngoion 25 2,083 1 2,109
NS Re e 2,097 - 8 2,105
T RS R 70 36 1.992 2,098
Norway ..... Povesensanse 1,224 129 301 1,666
PORAE: (50 v iV s itien 6 363 1,272 1,641
ABBIPIR L cossrvicrstiignss —_ 97 1,214 1,341
Rl e R R AU T Y 13 S66 3C8 1,247
AUBEPREED .o 300 vinvibn s o Bk aik 459 2 2 1,213
BRI Vi i omakvbnnns anwe . 86 514 235 865
HOUARA . cicapaivnisacan 309 130 13 452
o R e s 62 305 425
7 SRR il SRR e -— — 156 186
5 e AR e SR i 118 204 79 401
DORINETE it veinacenes i, a0 77 131
{3 T SRR SRR DN e 242 626 600 1,468

Toral (all eountries).. 6,208 49,683 28,057 83,918

’ : 1I.—Exports.

. Trade citegories.,
Raw, semi-. "
manulactured,

b iq
vwow 0TS h re

< . % QI AU MUBD
Cauniries tu which oo oy

exports dispatched. Foodstuffs. and live stock. Manufactures, Total.
T AR R TG Sl 21,087 7,601 9 28,697
Great Beliale ooiiien i 6,307 14.831 29 21,167
BRI 5 o hakioe b TR S S §,082 11,382 85 19,549
b L g s DTSR et R 3 3,738 8,630 . 85 12,453
WREPonlay oo isvansanss 5,451 4,159 16 9,696
L AERRPRRAL R R R AR €184 3,125 —_— 9,309
Bolland: . .ciabiussissot s 5,76 1,513 — 7,279
PDORIATE it v ndns ebis 6,355 791 27 7173
Piriawl .. eecapeisasceis 5,812 76 — 5,888
Franee ¥...d.. apnsoossp sy 3,875 1,504 —_ 5,679
Boleltati. . ¢ 35ew i i & 1,658 2,941 3 4,592
U8 Rl o il ol ¢ Suivale i 3,0 18 3,997
Polanl G.. 0N e &40 IS 221 1026 5 1,852
T S T SRR de 1,129 431 — 1,551
NS L. sirarnecsvaviag v AR 56 — Sk
KRy ko edinted LGRS o v e 301" - 391
OURE . foo Kiib o iunos vesn: 8,080 2,191 83 10,324
Total (all countries).. 84,529 65,486 390 150,405

Regulation of Trade i

(2) Customs Tariff.—In view of the complete control and
partial conduect of forcign commerce by the Government, the
vustomi tariff has lost much of its importance as a measure of
protection for home industry and much of its use for revenue
purposes. Because protcetion can be given to any extent to
any enterprises by manipulation of the economic programmec
(Gosplan). ‘And when more than three-fourths of the profits
of commerce go to Government account, there is little profit
in taxing them.

Thus in the latest tariff, there is a very considerable depart-
ure from all-round protection in the interests of an increase of
production and of consumption. For example, agricultural man-
ures and machinery especially, and generally all raw materials
and machinery required for industry, are lightly taxed. There

has also been a reduction of duties on articles whose importa- -

tion seems to be in the public interests, such as tea, on which
duty hag been lowered 40 per cent. = Bosis

(b) Commercial Program.—It is obvious that not only
this policy of controlling foreign commerce in the national in-
terest, but even the whole principle of conducting foreign com-
merce through official organs depends for its success on estab-
lishing the Program of Foreign Commerce for the whole
nion Union on an economic basis that represents realities. This
requires a structure of statistical information at home and
abroad iand of systematic investigation of every requirement of
the vast and complicated inter-ramifications and inter-relation-
ships of commerce that will take years to complete. And it
will always be dependent for its actuality on the Gencral Eco-

nomic Program which is itself only in process of organiza-
tion. far; though progress is remarkably rapid, there is gen
eral recognition that nntil a year ago the general Commercis

Plan wts lnrgely guess work., There was even some questio
whether a general plan was possible at all, or whether a genera!
:
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-

cent.; luxuries, such as are not prohibited, less than 1 per cent.
<) & : ] ; XOUE n2iQl

policy, for example, of encouraging exports and restricting im-
ports, was not the most that could be attempted. And the first
plans under the New Economic Policy seemed to confirm this
skepticism. Thus, that for 1920-1 was entirely re-cast at least
three times in the course of the year.

But already the results of 1922-23 suggested that a plan on
broad lines was possible. - For example, the plan estimated an
cxport of 228 million gold roubles and the actual exportation
was 210.6 million gold roubles. When, however, its details arc
examined, the difficulties due to insufficient data and incalcu-
lable factors, such as abnormal political strain and economic
stress, are expreSsed in wide divergences between the planned
allotments and the actualitics. Taking the last figures we find
as to exports:—

deration. President, M
tion of Great Britain sin
president, 1907, Serv
royal commissions. Pre
national Miners’ Commi
of school board, West R
county council and other
for many years. Membe
ary committee, trades u:

In Million Gold Roubles. 1913-16, and general co

T RN R e 12,7 31.3 plus 18.6 Appointed J. P. in 1915. Memt
DOWR-= 6 s coessdons 12.0 33.5 plus 21.5 tral committee, miners’ |weif:
Oil products ........ 27.0 19.5 minus 7.5 "'central committee; minilg ex:
| St B A R 30.0 13.2 minus 16.8 board,
RAW WIAO8 2 55 avoivie 7.5 2.9 minds 4.6 g

© Total exports ... .. 228.0 * 206:6 \minus 21.4

These divergences were due to want of statistical informa-
tion in the central administration. The local authorities being
incapable of supplying it, an attempt was made to use the semi-
official organizations, trusts, ete., for this purpose. This has
given better results, and it looks as though the plan for 1923-24
will be more accurately realized in its details.

The general policy of the plan is to assess exports with ref-
crence to the general economic plan and to assess imports with
reference to exports. It is assumed that there is no immediate
prospect of exporting manufactured goods. Timber and oil
products can be increased at will, while grain export will in-
crease steadily and rapidly. Increase in the export of food-
stuffs, such as butter, of which the pre-war export was 70 mil- ;. iamentary  commiitee
lion roubles, and eggs, 90 million roubles, will depend on bring- yunion congress, 189204, 3
ing the foreign demand to the door of the peasant producer, . o+ .
which again depends on the introduction of foreign capital. JOHN TURNER, associate

Raw materjals imported accounted for one-third in 1922-3; socialist organizations since 1
manufactures for two-thirds; while in 1923-4 raw wmaterials and timate with founders and lea
ragk socialist thought, such as °
semi-manufactures werc over half the imports. Imiports, such Morris, Belfort Bax, and ot
as coffee, ted, rice, stationery, etc., were only 214 per cent. neers. Closely associated. with
From which it is evident that imports are pretty severcly re- Kropotkin from 1886 until his
stricted to what is essential for the cquipment and supply of té Russia in 1917. A pioneer
industry. Further, the manufactures imported (1922-23) were hours legislation and founder i
in proportion of metal work, 22 per cent.; machinery, 48 per Assistants’ Union. Official
cent.; textiles, 11 per cent.; chemicals, 6 per cent.; fuel, 1-3 per
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jantgabend D000 , :
But the contraband trade especially in luxuries of which
the importation is prohibited, has reached considerable dimcn-
sions with the growing demand,. as private fortunes increase.
The value of the total contraband importation was estimated
at 100 million roubles in 1923. Of this a large proportion was
contraband “Polish” tea, smuggled in defiance of the State Tea
Administration. This business has been developed by a refugee
merchant in Warsaw, V. , whose “Polish” tea is to be got
all over Russia. The campaign against contraband is one of
the main responsibilities of the Police (G.P.U.), which has a
frontier gendarmerie for thc purpose. But the long land fron-
tier and the immense profits of the business will make it some
time before contraband is mastered, ;

JOHN BROMLEY, M. P, A
of railway trade unionism ai
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pointment as branch secretary
sociated Society of Locomotive
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Financing of Trade ‘ : bor party delegation

The Government was, in the first years of N.E.P., unable times candidate for
to finance its organizations for foreign trade, with working 1924. Prominently asSociated -
bor and socialist propaganda fo
years.

capital, and consequently merely assigned them funds in the
form of goods and raw materials. - These, thanks to favorable
conditions for export, have now been largely converted abroad
inte financial valuta. As the operations of foreign commerce
came to be put orn 2 business basis by the establishment of
Trusts, Mixed Companies, etc., direct financing by the Treasury
was replaced by the opening of credits through the State Banks
(Gosbank, Prombank). The banks found advantageous such
credits to foreign commerce; as they thereby ensured the re-
sources thus loaned from loss by the currency depreciation
are eloquent of the enormous extravagence of the system in
then still in progress. . :
This process is illustrated by the following figures:—.
{ Total of Directly financed
‘Feoreign trade. by Government,
In Millions of Gold Roubles,
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The figures of the years 1920-21 under War Communism years, Bectional secretary,

are eloquent of the enormous extravagance of the system in i
this respect. Allowing for the fact that in 1922-23, of the 87 e aatain
million gold roubles financed, 53 million was given in the form ford, 1910. Contested Coventr)
of credits, and in view of the figures for this last year, we can 24, Flected 1923. Successtul i
conclude that foreign trade is now financing itself on a business tor in co-operative and other di
bagie, = . - s o ~Elected to general council,
If the value of imports abroad for 1922-23 was as stated, union congress, 1919, re-electe
144 millions, and the exports, 206.8 millions, then to the former Y°a'- Elected by trade union i
o fhe added for the cost of transport about 25 millions, and o8l ““m‘p,,.:.' Vlel:n:.”:l
to the latter the ‘exporters’ profit—say 26 millions. The total m '::;‘,,,.. v?:e::num
to be financed became then about 400 millions, which had to be eral council. Appointed deleg
provided by the trusts and companies, or by the Treasury, or !

American labor vention, 19
by bank credits, or by the credits of foreign agencies such as companied the afﬁ."u%on to R
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In the absence of any later information, the financing of
foreign trade in 1922-23 during transition to a banking bisis
may be of interest:— .

Indirect Financing:

: . Millions
The (omgmssarint of Foreign Commerce of R.&F.S.R. and

the ‘bkralne awd special Ukraine organizatifns........ about &¢
Mixed Companies with Foreign and Russian Capital...... ow PN |
.Coqperatlves. Centrosoyouz, Selskosoyouz, €te. ... Ly T
National Trusts, Syndicates, 0b..........ou.ess.sseermnn: "8
Organizations for raw roaterials (Gusribprom, Centrokish-

PIUD, LR GO DT L R T AT A ¢

BORRL: s 3 C gt ) Ssiaite o ot o bt a5 o3 5y PG AR o By * o,

Direct Financing Under Budget.

VIDIURRL WO T JORIOREE . i e s A e g
Credit Loans for Imports oth)

---------------------------------- - v

Financing of Graln: Bxportation. . ....c.oueeveeneesernsenn “ 0
I G e g WIS & S S Sl s s7

L § . Export Import

Credits Creadits

- Russian Credits and Overdrafts: e Lo
National Bank (Goshunk)....... DS 5 a0 5 000 e SN NSS4l 68 51
Industrial Bank (Prombank)..........voeuvunen. Rasaviv 12 6
Russian National Bank (Rosskombank) ....... Shassnse B 4

84 61

Totals ..145

Note: Of this 61 millions for Imports, 78 per cent was for financing textiles.
Foreign Credits:

Millions

Foreign official agencies (Torgpredstva) about 30
Foreign agency in London (Arcos).........eeu... Cudsvicseve “ 46
WBERE & L0l SN B hvis a3 b s Sl s o R st ot e *+ 8

Note: Of the above 46 millions, 30 millions were financial credits from
foreign banks, the remainder commercial credits.

I 2 N Ll e R 458 millions
The excéss of about 50 millions in this total over that of the
total value of trade is explained by the financing of operations
This being the first year of the system
there was no corresponding carry-over from prévious years.

Trade Turnover

The term of Russian credits is mostly for six months, but
eéxport credits run up to eleven, and overdrafts are generally
for three months; foreign credits are mostly for four months.

«On this basis we can calculate the respective capital employed

in foreign commerece:—
¥t ‘ Gold roubles

Working capital about 150,000,000

oy a1/ National capital about 87,000,000
» lsisoBanks, Russian and Foreign 115,000,000 \

s ATy 1) SRR RO . 17y 352,000,000

And from this again we can calculate that the capital engaged
is turned over only every ten months. This at first sight com-
pares badly with an average turnover three times a year pre-
war. But here again changed conditions allow of no true com-
parison. Pre-war turnover was purely commercial and mostly
in goods ready for export and re-sold at once on importation.
Present conditions cover in most cases the whole transit from
producer to consumer.

Foreign Bank Credits

The rapidity of progress depends on the rapidity with which
foreign capital, especially in London, realizes that the financing

-of Russian trade is good business. There is some indication

that this realization is spreading. Thus Russian banks have
‘been able for some time to discount drafts of the Russian eco-
nomic organizations with foreign banks, and are now beginning
to be able to discount their bills. Arcos, Centrosoyouz, and
other tradlng organizations are now having no difficulty in this
respect. ' ;

British and German Trade with Moscow

One reason why it is to be hoped that British finance will
not neglect good business with Russia is the probability that
if it does, Russian trade will be taken by Germany. Germany
is at present negotiating a commercial treaty, and has begun to

-dispute our supremacy in Russian commerce.

TRADE WITH GREAT BRITAIN AND GERMANY
(In percentage of total trade)

" @reat Britain

: Germany
1921-2— Per cent 1921-2— Per cent
Exports ....... 251 30.8 ExXports ... 147 18.1
‘Imports: ...ee.. 607 18.8 Imports ....... 883 327
1922-3— 1922-3— ‘
Exports ....... 335 16.3 Exports ....... 618 298
Im sesises . LN 26.4 Imports ........ 49.7 345
1923-4— 1923-4— .
Exports ...e... 80.0 23.0 Exports ....... §59.0 17.0
Imports ..eees.. 516 25.0 Imports ....... 415 22,0
£ Per cent of total
Great Britain ...... Srus NS sie oo 239

Germany .

Of the 80.6 millions worth of prchases by the Redaian Tor-
eign Government agencies in 1922-23, 34 millions, or 42 per

---------- Westerrnenan

‘cent., were bought in Germany and 30.9 millions, or 38.4 per

cent., were bought in England.

Legal Status of Foreigners ‘

~ Soviet legislation in respect of foreigners is inspired by two
contrary principles, neither of which has entered into the foun-
dations of ordinary international law.
the inte onal solidarity of all workers, which would bring
in forei *on an equal footing. The other is the determina-
tion—the result of bitter experience-—not to admit foreigners

in

One is recognition of .

to a“position and power prejudicial to the Soviet system and
national independence.
position of foreigners is immensely superior to that under Tsar-
ism and even to that in certain Continental countries.

In the first place; a foreigner is defined as a citizen of a
State not organized on a Soviet System. (Constitution of
Union, 30-XII—1922.) Foreign workers have all rights of citi-
zenship, and political refugees cannot be extradited. Extradi-
tion of criminals and the usual diplomatic immunities are pro-
vided for.

(a) Entry

The entry of foreigners is subject to the usual consular visa
(which is at present, except in. special cases, only given after
reference to Moscow). Entry without a visa renders liable to
a fine of 500 gold roubles (p. 98, Criminal Code). The Customs
regulations are liberal, except one (p. 8), subjecting literature
to inspection and possible confiscation by the police (G. P. U.).
Money in excess of 500 gold roubles in value is put fo the own-
er’'s account in the State Bank; jewelry, furs, etc., are allowed
in reasonable amount.

(b) Residence,

Foreigners must register within two months. *They are not
given labor cards. Exit from Russia is also subject to the usual
permit. The Government reserves the right to deport as a police
measure any foreigner whose life is not reconcilable with the
conditions of a Socialist society; but time must be allowed him
to settle his affairs (par. 73). Any foreigner may obtain citizen-
ship; and wives do not take their husband’s nationality unless
they so desire. Foreigners’ rights may be administratively
restricted unless otherwise provided in commercial treaties.

The main restrictions at present are that they must get a
permit to travel from one Republic of the Union to another.
They may not fish in the White Sea nor the Northern Ocean.
They may not wear foreign uniforms.’

They enjoy equality before the Courts. They may be prose-
cuted for action against the Soviet State even outside Russia
(par. 314, Crim. Code), but convictions must be communicated
to the Foreign Office. (Par. 160 Code, Crim. Procedure.) Judg-
ments in matters of divorce, etc., will be given, apparently,
according to Russian law, not as is usual, according to the law
of the domicile.

In all other respects—rights of property, profession, occu-
pation, inheritance, they are equal with Soviet citizens. They
are liable in principle to labor conscription, but in practice this
is now only applicable in cases of national emergency. They
‘arée not liable for military service.

(c) Concessions
The legal rights of foreigners can be almost indefinitely

extended by concessions, which all have the force of law and
can be concluded with foreigners irrespective of whether their
country is in contractual relations with Russia. Such conces-
sions may contravene existing legislation and may give the con-
cessionaire a privileged position as respects Russians. The
property of a concessionaire may only be expropriated in so far
as provided in the concession. Concessions are granted by the
Central Committee on Concessions (Decree of March 8th, 1923),
and negotiated through the concessions commissions of the
Foreign Agencies (Torgpredstva). (For the commercial aspect
of such concessions see the chapter on Industry.)

" Concessions may also be granted within the limits of law
by Provincial Governments for public services, such as gas,
tramways, etc. :

Foreign Companies
Foreign limited companies can be admitted, by permit, to
the rights of judicial persons (par. 8, Decree of November 23rd,

1922). Foreign firms may operate in Russia through’e‘stapm;‘

ments, agencies, etc., under a decree of the Executive Com

tee of April 12th, 1923, provided they obtain a permit from the '

Chief Committee on Concessions with approval of the Executive
Committee on Internal Commerce within a month. Russians
in Government employ may not undertake such agencies. The
conditions under which foreign com es apply for permits are
regulated by decree of May 12th, 1923, which limits such per-
mits to periods from one to three years which can be renewed.

General Conclusion ,
The information acquired by the. Delegation both in th
official data, some of which has been reproduced above, and in
conversations, has convinced ‘it that, although the centralized
control of foreign commerce and ite restriction to official and

semi-official organizations causes considerable difficulty and

delay in opening up commercial connections with foreign coun-
tries, yet that the present channels are quite workable with
‘goodwill on both sides. It further believes that the desire for
full and friendly commercial relation8 on the Russian side is
such that when foreign traders can show that a minor relaxa-
tion of restrictions would be reasonable, the demand might be
met. Finally, that great harm is being done to British interests
in general and great hardship frequently inflicted on British citi-
‘zens by the absence of full diplomatic and consular representa-
tion in the U.8.8.R. Such representation could be far better

spared in countries where the political and.economic system is
on familiar linés than in States such as those of the Union where -

immense possibilities of international intercourse are develop-
ing under quite novel conditions.

('To be continued in next issue)

On the whole, however, the present |
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(Continued from page 3)

a national scale, “working independ-
ently under the ideological leadership
of the Workers' Party,” would tend, in
our opinion to separate still more the
federations from the Party and re-
duce the control of the Party over
them to a fiction,

Factionalism.

There exists in the Party a senti-
ment against factionalism and fac-
tional groupings. Comrade Askeli ap-
pears to be attempting to play upon
this sentiment and to exploit it for
his own factional purposse. The de-
cision of the Comintern demands the
liquidation of factionalism and calls
for the unity of the Party on the basis
of the political platform of the Com-
munist International. Comrade Askeli
would make it impossible to accom-
plish this result. Under cover of ac-
ceptance of the first half of this pro-
vision, his article reads like an at-
tempt to prevent the unification of
the Party and to create a new faction
of his own on a non-Communist plat-
form. The members of the Finnish
Federation who are against faction-
alism must be on their guard and not
allow anyone to maneuver them into
a faction against the Party and the
Comintern.

“History.”

We would like to find some part
of Comrade Askeli's platform which
we could agree but this is impossible.
The platform is wrong from start to
finish. Even the “history” which Com-
rade Askeli recites is presented in a
false light. He attempts to throw as-
persions upon the glorious past of
our Party and to take credit to him-
self for remaining in the Socialist
Party after the split. It is quite true
that the left wing made a tactical
error in allowing the reactionary lead-
ers of the Socialist Party to force
the split too quickly. And it camn
also be admitted that the first pro-
grams of our Party contained some
leftist mistakes. But in spite of all,
the fundamental line of division at
the -time-of the split, which completely
over-shadowed all minor, tactical ques-
tions, was between revolutionary Com-
munists and reformist social-demo-
crats; and it is no credit to anyone

Replies to Henry Askeli

who, at the decisive moment, re-
malined in the ranks of the Soclallst
Party. In such a situation, one who
has a clear Communist position al-
ways unites with the Communists,
even tho he disagrees with thelr tac-
tics. This is a fundamental principle.

We do not mean by these remarks
to bring up the past in such a way ag
to cast any reflection on the comrades
now in our ranks who took the wrong
positign in the historical days when
the revolutionary vanguard in Amer-
ica was first organizing itself into a
party. We know very well that many
who remained in the Socialist Party
at the time of the split and who later
joined our ranks, have done and are
doing good work for Communism, The
error of the past has been made good
many times over and mow has only
historical significance. It is quite un-
necessary to refer to it again, and we
would be among the last to do so. But
when the history of the Party is con-
sidered, one should relate the past
events in their true perspective, Com-
rade Askeli fails to do this.

The Federation Split of 1914,

We take issue with another part of
Comrade Askeli’s “History”~—the part
dealing with the split in the Finnish
Federation in 1914, Moreover, we are
of the opinion that the narrow atti-
tude manifested by Comrade Askeli,
may explain to a certain degree, the
reason we have not had greater suc-
cess in healing the effects of that
split and in winning over to Com-
munism the Finnish workers who have
fallen under the influence of anarcho-
syndicalism.

The platform of the syndicalist
group in 1914 was politically incor-
rect, but so was the platform of the
socialists. A true explanation of the
emergence of syndicalism and anarcho-
syndicalism as a phenomenon in the
labor movement is impossible unless
one understands and clearly states
that pre-war syndicalism represented
an extreme re-action against reform-
ist, parliamentary socialism. Reform-
ist socialism is the father of syndica)-
ism. " THis "{§"fie 'way t6 explain the
split of 1914 and to show to the syndi-
calist workers thdat the Communist
Party and the Communist conception

common with the Socialist Party and
the soclalist comception of political
action against which they made a jus-
tifiable revolt, which led them to ex-
treme and unsound doctrines.

The Communist Pi and its Fin-
nish section’ ought represent, at
least to n certain extent, a unlon of
the best proletarian elements from the
Soclalist Party and the syndicalist
movement, The Communist Interna-
tional was of this opinfon when it
invited the I. W, W, as well as the
left wing of the Socialist Party to
send delegates to its first Congress.
The Communist International declared
many times that the progress of the
Communist Parties would be mea-
sured in a large degree, by their suc-
cess in winning over the syndicalist
workers to the platform of Commun-
ism.

Many of the best revolutionary syn-
dicalists responded to the Communist
Intérnational and are in its ranks to-
day. They are fully entitled to be
placed on an equal footing with the
revolutionary workers who came from
the Socialist Party, without recrimina-
tions with regard to the past being
brought up against them. Comrade
Askeli has no right to give such a
one-sided account of.the old fight and
to ridicule and attack them in such a
bureaucratic and intolerant manner.

Anarcho-syndacalism still finds too
much support among the Finnish
workers in America. It is one of the
most urgent tasks of the Finnish sec-
tion of our Party to win over the
Finnish syndicalist workers to the
platform of Communism and to draw
the best of them into the Party. This
task can be carried out successfully
only on the condition that we adopt
the correct Communist policy on this
question and reject the policy of Com-
rade Askeli.

Fight for the Party

The great constructive work per-
formed by the comrades in the Fin-
nish Federation is known and appre-
¢idted ‘by the Party. The organizing
génius of the Finnish Comrades is re-
sponsible for many achivements from
which the Party has much to learn.
We know that many of the greatest

of political action have nothing in

undertakings of the Party, such as,

for example, the establishment and
maintainance of the DAILY WORKER
would hardly have been possible with:
out the loyal support and generous
sacrifice of the Finnish Comrades.
These facts are so well known as to
need no special mention.

Comrade Askeli anlows himself to
present even these fucts in the wrong
way. In someé of his language he cre-
ates the impression of an attempt to
arouse among the Finnish comrades a
Federation patriotlsm a8 against &
Party patriotism, and to set them
against the Party on nationalistic
grounds. The sharp criticism which
the party directs against such non-
Communistic pollcles as those put up
by Comrade Askeli are twisted around
by him and made to appear as attacks
against the Finnish Federation and
against the Finnish comrades as such.
The Finnish Communists are bound
to repulse such methods.

Any attempt to make a breach be-
tween the Party and the Communist
International and to lay the basis for
a split must be fought against by
every Communist. The whole party
must mobilize itself for quick and res-
olute action to defeat such designs,
which, if allowed to gain headway,
would endanger all the achievements
of the past six years.

The efforts of Comrade Askeli to
put himself up as the spokesman of
the Finnish members of the Party
and to identify them with his program
does not by any means signify that
this is really the case. We are abso-
lutely confident that the overwhelm-
ing majority of the members of the
Finnish Federation will reject the pro-
gram of Askeli without hesitation and
in such a decisive manner that Askeli
and those disposed to support him
will be compelled to abandon their
plans. The Bureau of the Finnish
Federation has set an example to the
whole membership by its resolute and
determined stand in support of the
Party. The interests of Communism
demand that the Finnish branches of
the Party follow the example of the
Bureau and repudiate the policies of
Comrade Askeli and those who share

his views. We are confident this will
be done.

Our Struggle Against Loreism Must Be Concrefe

T is always good to begin with a
definmition of Loreism., It is also
necessary to show the historic back-

ground of Loreism, how it originated
and developed in our party. But one
must not stop at that. To expose Lore-
ism effectively, to prove to our.mem-
bership conclusively the opportunistic
nature of Loreism, one must bring
forword practical examples of its
manifestations in recent party life.
One must be able to show, by the
everyday manifestations of Loreism,
its right wing opportunistic nature.
This is what I mean by proposing that
our struggle against Loreism must
be concrete.

A Few Samples of Loreism.

HERE are at the disposal of the

party several significant samples
of Loreism that are of very recent
date. For instance, Loreism in the
Communist fractions in the needle
trades. This is a manifestation of
Loreism, very much marked, very de-
finite, which the C. E. C. was quite
successful in combatting. There is a
definite manifestation of Loreism in
certain sections of our Finnish Fed-
eration. We refer here particularly to
the statements of the Finnish branch
cf Superior, Wis. The C, E. C.-and the
Bureau of the Finnish Federation have
taken wup very energetically the
ideological struggle against this mani-
festation of Loreism. But there is
also a distinet Loreistic grouping in
another section of the party which thus
far has received. very little attention
in the general parly press. We refer
here to the very definite, very mili-
tant,” and aggressive Loreistic ten-
dency and group in the Jewish sec-
tion of the party. It is to this partic-

will be devoted.

The Loreistic Wing in the Jewish
Federation.

I'r is perhaps best to study Loreism

on the development and present

activities of the Jewish section of

our party. The reasons for that are

numbers speaking (on-
y about 2,000 members); yet it is a
very milttant and active section in
the party. It is connected organically
and intimately with the broad mass
movements of . the Jewish speaking
working masses of the country and is
exerting considerable influence wupon
the everyday struggles of these work-
ers, It is for this reasom that the
opportunistic tendencies within the
Jewish section have quite naturally
made themselves manifest concretely
in the political, tactical, and organiza-
tional policies of our party among
Jewish workers.

Secondly, the present Jewish s
tion of our party is a result of a
merger of two formerly distinct groups
—a merger which took place when
the Workers Party was formed. One
of these groups was the Jewish sec-
tion of the Communist Party of Amer-
ica, affiliated with the C. 1. since 1919,
the other group was the section of the
Jewish secialist federation which split

and-a-Half International tendencies
that the Jewish section of our party
had to struggle with during recenmt
years. And it is in the struggle to
outlive and discard these traditions
and prejudices that our Jewish section
has grown into ifs maturity and in-

manifold. First, because the Jewish gy < ool ea s
section - The history of our Jewish section

since 1919 and particularly since the
formation of the Workers Party waj
in the truest sense of the word a his-
tory of struggle, ideological and or-
ganizational, against Loreism. It be-
gan when the Communist Internation-
al was the central issue of the strug-
gle. 1

reservedly

which finally resulted in the almost
complete victory of the adherents of
the Communist International who
stood for affiliation without reserva-
tions.

It then continued over the guestion
of the now famous 21 -points. This
struggle lasted for quite a while. The
result was the same, the -‘complete
triumph of the strategy of the C. I.
incorporated in those 21 points.

The struggle against social-demo-
cratic traditions in our Jewish sec-
tion then began to develop over the
question of the role of the under-

from the S, P. after its Detroit con-
vention. It was this secomd
(which became a part of our party
the formation of the Workers
that brought with it not only a
siderable membership, not only
experience in organization work,
only a number of influential
leaders among the Jewish worl
but also a heavy burden of
democratic traditions and

ular group that the present article

It is these social-democratic and

Two-and-a-Half International ten-
dencies in the Jewish section assumed

The question was, "% we
join_the Communist Internati un-

‘reservations ™It |
was an intense and bitter struggle

By ALEXANDER
BITTELMAN.

underground party was liquidated be-
cause conditions had made it possible
for the Communist Party to function
openly. But, at the same time, it was
deeply impressed upon the minds of
our membership, and particularly
upon the minds of many of those who
were still deeply submerged in social-
democratic traditions that there is
nothing more fundamental in the or-
ganization principles of the C. I. than
the combination of legal with illegal
work,

The Bolshevization of the Jewish

Section.

N the process of this struggle be-

|-+ tween the Communists and the cen-

important things happened. Let us

enumerate them.

" 1. Large numbers of the proletarian
and basically revolutionary elements
of the so-called original Jewish social-

2. Several very influential and cap-

Jewish sociallst federation, Broke
completely with their former centrist
attitude in the party and identified

th

of the Communist International. The -

able comrades, formerly leaders of the '




The Strug

(Continued from page 6)

the original Jewish BoJialist federa-
tion group, the Commaunist Interna-
tional and the party have succeeded
in geting rid of and discarding a num-
ber of individuals who were also very
influential and very powerful in the
Jewish movement, but who were in-
capable of and unwilling to accept the
Communist International and its poli-
cles. We refer here to such individu-
als as Salutzky, B, Hoffman, and sev:
eral of their followers.

4, Having won over to the policies
and tactics of the Communist Interna-
tional the overwhelming majority of
the Jewish section of our party, hav-
ing brot to complete identification
with_the C. I the best and most sin-
cere Jeaders of the original Jewish
soclalist federation: group, and having
gotten rid of the Salutzky-Hoffmann
influence, the tremendously increased
body of Communists in our Jewish sec-
tion proceeded to build Communist
influence among the Jewish speaking
masses, In this work they were very
successful. The wide influence of the
party among the nonpartisdili mass or-
ganizations of the Jewish workers and
the powerful development of the
party’s Jewish daily organ, the Frei-
heit, is a standing monument to the
successful struggle of Communism
against Loreism in the Jewish Federa-
tion,

The Lingering Remnants of Loreism
in the Jewish Section.
ERE is, however, yet, in the
Jewish Federation, what could be
designated as lingering remnants of
Loreism. These remnants can be
found in nearly every Jewish branch
of the ¥. The comrades.of this
tendency easily recognized by a

peculiar attitude which is best de-

gle Against Loreism Must Be Concrete

Beribed as veiled hostility to the Com-
muhist leadership in the Jewish sec-
tion which at times becomes open op-
position.

In common with Loreism in the
party as a whole, these remnants of
Loreism in the Jewish section are op-
posed to what they term maneuvers,
and boast of the fact that they are
“very strong” on organization and pro-
paganda. The same as Loreism and
opportunism elsewhere, the Loreites
in the Jewish Federation sabotage and
oppose strict party control over the
activities of Communists in non-parti-
san organizations. Thru the whole of
the activities of the remnants of Lore-
ism in the Jewish Federation, there
runs a thread of sullen anger and dis-
appointment in the defeat of the
Salutzky-Hoffman influence and mis-
trust in the present Communist lead-
ership in our Jewish section,

The following is a telling fllustra-
tion of this peculiar mood of the rem-
nants of Loreism in the Jewish sec-
tion., Comrades Oilgin and Yuditch,
and several more comrades of less
prominence, are being attacked by
these Loreites as traitors. Why? Be-
cause these comrades have definitely,
sincerely, and wholeheartedly outlived
their centrist inclination and have
identified themselves with the Com-
munist International and with the
party.

These lingering remnants of Lore-
ism refuse to make peace with Com-
munist leadership in the Jewish sec-
tion, Some of them have already
reached the point of accepting Com-
munist leadership in the party as a
whole but they will not agree to the
Jewish Federation being led by the
present majority in the Jewish bureau,
which is made up of comrades who

have led in the formation of the Com-
munist Party in 1919, plus those like
Comrades Dlgin and Yuditch who
came from the original socialist fed-
eration group and have completely
identified themselves with the Com-
munist International; The liquidation
of Loreism in the party as a whole
means for our Jewish section the com-
plete liquidation of these lingering
remnants of Loreism. A

In this final effort to liquidate so-
cial-democratic traditions in our Jew-
ish section, the Jewish comrades must
continue to follow the old Communist
strategy which has proven 8o success-
ful thru all these years. This strat-
egy is not to surrender and give away
|a single working man or truly revolu-
| tionary intellectual to the Loreistic
tendency in the Jewish Federation,
It was this strategy that enables us
to assimilate hundreds of workers
from the camp of the original social-
ist-federation group. It was this strat-
egy that emabled us to win for the
C. I. men like Olgin, Yuditch, etc. Con-
sequently th#s strategy must be con-
tinued in erder to liquidate completely
what is now only a small group in the
Jewish Federation.

Know-Notihng-ism as the Most Mod-
ern Manifestation of Loreism.

ONFRONTED with the determined

campaign of the party to liqui-
late Loreism, quite a number of Lore-
tes in the Jewish section have adopt-
ed the policy of either denying the
existence of such tendency, or deny-
ing personal knowledge of the exist.
ence of such a tendency. It is g.mod-
ern expression of the philosophy of
know-nothing. This innocent-looking
maneuver must not fool the member-
ship of the Jewish section, because it
is nothing else but a clumsy attempt

to evade the issue, this issue being
the liquidation of Lorelsm;

Why? Why do we call this philos-
ophy of know-nothing an attempt to
gvade the decision of the C, L and of
the party to liquidate Lorelsm? Be-
cause the existence of this Loreistic
tendency is so well known (It func-
tions and finds its leading expression
in the London-Salzman-Siegel group in
the Jewish bureau), its manifesta-
tions in our daily work are so con-
crete and persistent that no one in
our Jewish section can claim ignor-
ance of these facts without exposing
himself to the serious charge of either
attempting to evade the issue, which
is the same as giving support to Lore-
ism, or of being so politically imma-
ture as not to be fit for any leading
role in our movement.

The way to combat this phjlosophy
of know-nothing is to present the is-
sue in the most concrete form. Not
only must we refer to Loreism in the
party as a whole, not only must we
refer to Loreism in the past, but we
must also point our fingers at Loreism
in the Jewish section and to its re-
cent manifestations. We must anal-
yze and expose the opposition of the
Loreites to strict party control over
the activities of our comrades in the
unions, the Workmen’s Circle and in
similar organizations. We must an-
alyze and show the true value of the
anti-party spirit of sabotage and op-
position manifested by the Loreites in
the Jewish section to the policies of
the majority in the Jewish bureau.
We must also take up the experiences
of each city and each branch and
show the presence of anti-party tend-
encies of a Loreistic nature. It is
only 4n this manner that we will suc-
ceed in liquidating completely these

Loreistic tendencies.

“There Is

wmslow m;u\-‘y‘ny'a 'M',!LT:" .
‘A FEW days ago in the town of Yuri-
eff, Esthonia, another attack of
vengeance commenced against the
class conscious Esthonian workers,
agricultural laborers and soldiers ac-
cused of having “prepared an armed
rising and espionage in favor of the
Union of Socialist Soviet Russia.

Comrade Heidemann, whose name
the Esthonian bourgeoiste used for
the whole “case of the 77” is a former
independent socialist who broke
away in 1921 from his former com-
rades (who had now merged into one
“socialist” party with the rest of the
Esthonian menshevik debris).

He was leader of the local organ-
ization adhering to the Comintern, of
the labor party and trade unions of
Yurieff. When all the workers’ or-
ganizations were smashed up by the
secret police in 1924, and all the
most prominent workers were ar-
rested (as a result of the triar of the
“149.”) Comrade Heidemann went
into hiding. In September of last
year he was arrested at a conspirative

found the traces of an organization of
fighting troops among workers and
soldiers of the Yurieff district.

ber rising, that

No More

is more or less powerless to suppress
the struggle of the workers and the
peasants on . behalf of the Soviet
power so popular among the toilers
of Esthonia.

The tiniest of the Baitic Lilliput-
ians continue to slide into the eco-
nomic abyss without slackening its
speed, and it is not surprising that
such an “independent state” is not
agreeable to the toilers.

There is no need to talk of the
heavy industry which was consider-
ably developed in pre-war days; noth-
ing remains of this but utter ruin in
the full sense of the word. A section
of agriculture~—the farms of the colo-
nists on the former lands or the lana-
owners—is experiencing a serious
and long drawn out crisis, since the
holders are in the overwhelming ma-
jority of cases assessed with high
lease payments and are incapable of
standing on their feet.

OW, in addition to this a law has

been passed according to which
land will be sold to the lease holders
as sacred property for the incredibly
high price of 90 rubles per dessiatin
(without buildings).

There is a complete stoppage in

trade since the purchasing power of
the masses who are becoming more
and more impoverished s negligible,
and at the same time imports exceed
exports by 25 per cent.

All the quests for rich foreign
uncles who are prepared to throw a
“loan” into the hands of the Esthon-
fan speculators and embezzlers—even

present. It is not surprising that the
unemployed, whom the menshevik pa-
pers recently estimated at 60,000 (out

population of just over e
village poor,
starvation, have
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Communism Here”

and that the bhourgeoisie carry on a
ljte.ama. death, Ayusels, agajnatfhom
om fhe very _commencement
“independence” the ideal of a section
of the Esthonian bourgeoisie has
been to transfer the country into a
petty-bourgeois Denmark, without
heavy industiry and its inevitable po-
litical appendage—the proletariat;
economic disorganization has brot the
country “to this impasse.

LL that has to be done now is to

settle up with the declared prole-
tariat and—unemployed, and the
petty-bourgeois idyll will have been
realized. The secret police and the
court martial must put an end to the
most advanced elements, who still
have some work or other, while want
and poverty must push the rest over
the frontiers of Esthonia, or Ssimply
send them to the cemetery. Thus the
“independent” court works untir-
ingly.

The old absurd cases are huéi;gd up
again, obviously nonsensical accusa-
tions are invented, and the proletar-
ians sentenced one by one or in
groups to long periods of imprison-
ment, if not to death. Here the “in-
dependent” court does not bother as
other bourgeois courts do, about the
question as to whether the occused

or simply guilty of
possessing or distributing literature,
or carrying on agitation against the
existing order,- etc.
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, and since he
of the legal organization—

:

~

the Local Transport Union and the
Sports Society—in which Commun-

ot | ists participate; his; membership, of an

illegal organization is proved, and he
is sentenced to imprisonment in a
house of correction for three years.

HAT is how the “evil spirit”—sym-

pathy for the Soviet power—is be-
ing knocked out of the Esthonian pro-
letarians; but the end of these highly
cultured operations is not yet in sight,
Searches and arrests still continue,
those who cannot be brot to trial un-
der any pretext whatever remain un-
der the surveillance of the police or
are deported to the U. S. S. R.

But nevertheless the bourgeoisie
and the kulaks are trembling, sensi-
tive to the fact that horny hands are
waiting for the moment to clutch
them by the throat, On May 1 the
entire bourgeoisie of Esthonia were
armed to the teeth and with shaking
knees read the quite ordinary May ist
manifesto of the Communist Pary and
awaited a repetition of December, 1st
which now haunts them in their night.
ly dreams. Their hearts are only tran-
qufl on the days when some foreign
fleet or other hovers near Reval, when
the British, Italian, Danish, Dutch and
American fleets come there, and even
the mighty fleet of their neighbor
Latvia, in the form of its solitary
armed barge—in order to show their
teeth at Soviet Russia.

O, miserable pygmies, you will not

be able to uproot from among the
workers and peasants the ideas they
have inherited from the great October,
Continue to imitate the biggest work-
shops of the White Terror, but your
court martial will not exclude the pos-
sibility of a return of the revolution-
ary tribunals of 1917, but on the con-
trary they will only hasten it.

Dynamite on the DBoulevard.
KANSAS CITY, Mo., Aug. 7.—Four
persons were injured slightly and the
fashionable Armour boulevard apart-
ments section were thrown into a

apartment house here. Windows ware
blown out of the Sheridan apartment
next door. Mr. and Mrs. H. J, Steph

Mr. and Mrs, J. L. Morris and Phillipi
Morris, 2 years old, were cut by flying

glass.

panic by a dynamite explosion in an

enson, tho 22month-old Javghter of .
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British Used Forged Document Against Soviet

NOTE—The following is a verha:
tim report of a part of the “trial”
of representative of the Soviet Oil
BSyndicate in China, Dosser, who
was arrested charged with “hostile
acls against foreign nations.” Dos-
ser was-illegally tried In o ‘mixed
court,” the British authorities re-
fusing to bring his case before a
mixed court.

Because of the exposure of obvi-
ously forged documents by Dosser's
defense, all charges except “creat-
ing propaganda” were dropped but
Dosser was expelled from the
Shanghai foreign seftlement. The
case was prosecuted by the British
representatives. When Dosser was
arrested three Russian whlte guards
were present.

The report-of the “trial” shows
to what lengths the British are go-
ing to create ill-feeling between
China and the Soviet Unfon.

FTER their arrest at Shanghali,

Comrade and Mrs, Dosser were
charged under Article 221 of Chinese
Provisional Criminal Code, which -~
ticle provides for the offenee ! e
ing in possession of literature liable
to cause persons to commit a breach
of peage.”

Threatened With Death.

The second charge was that the ac-
cused were “undesirables”—which of-
fence, however, is not previded for
either in any article of the Chinese
Criminal Code or any land regulation
or Shanghai Municipal bye-law.

Then, after the forged document ap-
peared on the scene, Dosser was
charged, under Article 127, 128, 129,
and 130, of the Chinese Criminal Code,
which provide faqr the punishment of
persons “having committed a hostile

act against a foreign state” or “hav-*

ing broken the neutrality of China
during war between foreign states;”
an offender econvicted under these
articles is liable to be sentenced to a
term ‘of -tén “years’ ‘Jail or even tapital
punishment. =

The Mixed Court sat in the persons
of Mr. Zau, a Chinese magistrate ap-
pointed by the Shanghai Consular
Body, and British Junior Assessor
Whitamore, the latter natnrally play-
ing first fiddle in the whole scandal-

ous frame-up and British-made trav-
esty ol justice. The prosecutor was
no less worthy a gentleman, a Brit-
isher, Maitland, who prosecuted ol
behalf of the municipal police.
Questions Right of Court.

The hearing was opened by this
Maitland producing a document clum-
sily forged by his worthy Anglo-Rus-
sian white associates and submitting
his contention that “the accused made
preparations, namely by obtaining a
certificate from the Communist Party;
he made preparations to create strike
committees and also for further prep-
arations the accused went to Hong
kong. Thé- strike is a hostile act
against foreign States with the ex-
ception of Russia.”

Dr. Fischer, counsel for the defence,
raised the question of jurisdiction,
which Assessor Whitamore tried to
dodge by declaring that as he “might
say, the mixed court-has definite in-
structions from the consular body
The right of this court”—further as-
serts Whitamore—‘‘cannot be ques-
tioned: it {s an old established pro-
¢cedure.”

Speaks For Capitalist Nations.

Replying to Dr. Fischer, who asks
the police to specify the foreign states
against which the “hostile acts” have
been committed, Maitland enume-
rates: “Britain, Japan, Italy and ev-
ery other state except Russia.”

Dr, Fischer: “If Maitland is en-
titled to make a charge on behalf of
these other nations, I ask that they
be put on the charge list. I wish to
know which nations the municipal
police is trying to protect.”

“Maitland: “I act on behalf of the
municipal police. The treaty rights
have put the settlement in the hands
of the municipal councj); and 1 act
on behalf of the police.”

Dr. Fischer: “The police might
want to protect nations which do not
wish to be protected by this court.”

The court further agrees t¢ hear
Dr. Fischer on the. fuestion of jurls:
distion, Umiting %owevpr, his time-ta
five minutes.

Whitamore: “We have our instrue-
tions and we are not temanding the
case.”

Dr. Fischer: “Then I ask a remand
on the ground that negotiations are

ese and Soviet authorities interested
in this case,”

Whitamore: “That is likewise over-
ruled. We might consider an applica-
tion at the conclusion of the case for
the postponement of the judgment.
You have had over your time....The
magistrate and I have agreed that it
is important to proceed with the case
now.”

With a similar spirit of fairness and
world-renowned British official hon-
esty, Whitamore over-ruled all the
other applications of the counsel for
the defence, including Dr. Fischer’s
suggestion that the accused was ar-
rested aboard an Xnglish ship, whila
the Mixed Coart has no jurialiction
over rivers, as we'l as his statement
that ‘he defen : was not in *:Sgession
of all the documents aal. ,,,ml.llly
all the details of* the charges.

Forgery Exposea.

After all those prelimmnary argu-
ments were closed, detective Ser-
geant-inspector Yorke gave evidence,
of which the following details may de-
serve attention:

The warrant was issued when the
Dossers were being deported from
Hongkong back to Shanghai, which
they had previously left. It was
signed by the Senior British Assessor
on behalf of the Senior Consul. The
Soviet Consul was not informed of the
arrest. “Between Hongkong and
Shanghal the accused were not ar-
rested, they occupied a two-berth cab-
in, and so had two clear days and
ample chance to destroy all dangerous
documents.” Having, however, had
to make this statement, Yorke—to ex-
plain why the accused had not de-
stroyed an incriminating plece of evi-
dence—volunteered the following
clever explanation regarding the “silk
certificate” allegedly found in Mr.
Dosser’s book: “I think the document
was for identification purposes; there-
fore, if the accused came back, he
would return it to those who gave it
to him, as it was not easy to obtain.”
= This . last remark at least of ser-
ge,nt-lnspeetot Yorke about the docu-
‘ment” being “not easy to obtain” ap-
pears to be truthful, since it took the
British officials and their white as-
soclates nearly six days to prepare
that grossly and clumsily forged “doc-
ument.”

golng on at Peking between the Chin-

In g:_e‘gonrse of his evidence, Yorke

stated that Dosser’s passport had been

twice vised by the British Consulate

at Shanghai for going to Hongkong.
Search Revealed Nothing.

Cross-examined by Dr. Fischer about
the search and the alleged discovery
of the said “certificate,” Sergeant-
Inspector Yorke said:

“I was accompanied to the ship by
three Russian police officers, Bebenin,
Kedrolivansky and Boulanin, and a
female warddress from the mixed
court. The accused were arrested on
board the steamer Mantua. The cabin
was searched; the luggage was not
searched in the cabin, but was tied
and taken to the police station. The
luggage was searched In the presence
of the defendants under my own su-
pervision. Nothing attracted atten-
tion except a code book, which I be-
lieve to be a commercial code. “When
first found, this book was roughly ex-
amined: I ran through it with my
fingers and Bebenin did the same
thing, too, but we only found Dosser’s
business card. This book was left in
a rattan basket at the police station.
That is all | myself found. The docu-
ments found in the attached case have
been brought into the court.”

“Find” Certificate.

“During, the morning search,” con-
tinues Mr. Yorke, “three Russian po-
lice officers were present, and I
handed the documents to these Rus-
sian detectives to see if there was
anything important. Then the prison-
ers were taken into court, and the
baggage was left unlocked in the
detectives’ room between nine o'clock
a. m. and half past two.

“Personally | was not in the room
when the ‘certificate’ was found, as I
left the main detective office at about
twenty minutes to three, leaving the
three Russians alone in the building.
At about a quarter to four, Bebenin
brought me the ‘certificate’ with a
rough translation of it. He told me
the ‘document’ had been found in the
code-book;  Kedrolivansky _he

found the ‘do¢ument’ and showed Kow 3

he noticed it between the binding of
books; he opened the book and the
document dropped out. The accused
was locked up and was nor present
at the afternoon search, it was not
really a search, because If it had been
I would have been present myself.”

Dominick Venturato Must Be F reed

R three years Dominick Ventur-

ato has been suffering in the pen-
itentlary at Columbus, Ohio, where he
is serving a life sentence. The facts
in the case of this working class
fighter were given in an article that
appeared some time ago in the DAILY
WORKER. Being framed up on a
charge of murder, because of his activ-
ities in the 1922 strike, Dominick Ven-
turato is waiting for the time when
he will be released from prison so he
can again become. activé mm tne af-
fairs of the miners’ union.

The dastardly frame-up of Venturato

has been kept from the masses of
workers in this country. The news-
papers have given it little publicity
and the American Fodonuoa of Labor
has done nothing t0 exposé this comn-
temptlble !nme-up.

Here is a man with a record of
activity in thé trade nnlou that ny
one could be proud of. L-nvho
hul courage, who was !uﬂd uui

who understood the struggled of the
workers, hero was a worker tud
with class consciousness, uf"
carried the megsage of working
freedom down to the rank
the United Mine W rkm)fhthn
to which he be

Not 4 strike

time that Dominick Ven
_g:o union, but that Mtﬁ.h\h’

picket line, leading the militant. mem-
bership of the miner# union, e

aging the disheartened ones, im-
buing & spirit of fight and struggle
that to & large extent was responsiple
for tho Successtul tefmination of

AN% now the United Mine Workers
nion 1 beg {0’ lose 1ts
powerlnthoctdoot hio. Tha op-

erators are trying to Beparaté mines
in varions sections of the state under
the 1917 scale, and I
Whe hag hely

who was also overnor of Ohio at that
the ﬁmwbj w release Dominick

son eonvict.od of robbery and &vory
other ; on the calendar. And

yef Dominick Venturato, whom Don-
aheyknmhmjuuoislrmdup
clmrxe becausé of his activities in the
minérs’ union, rots in jail and Dona-
hey—a “Iriend of labor” does not even
m't a nnzer to have himi freed.

'l‘lure has been a rumor spreading
through Dhio. ~ That rumor is that
during the last election Vié Donahey,

Viir : Every miner in Ohlo will
tell you that Evgrtmlner'mm
that Donahey said hé would set Ven-

to office only because of the
snmort thé organized labor move-
ment gave—would free Dominick Ven-
turats:

'oltounythtnomlnlckv«m-J
turato not guilty, No more
ty tham s every other member of
United Mine Workers of America.

$ By Max Salzman

alone is Dominick Venturato lying in
Jaill : :

And you, Vic Donabey, governor of
Ohio, “friend of labor” liberal. You
are keeping Venturato in jail. You
refuse to set him free. All you de
is make promises, which you do not
intend to fulfil, because you want the
support of organized labor.

We say to you Vie Donahey, to hell
with your promises. We want Domin-
ick Venturato freed. We will not de-
pend on you and your “promises.” We
will bring the casg of Dominick Ven-

to the attention of the worker
part of the world.

do not beg for

Dominick Ventura

-




