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coming quite a feature wn Europe, particularly in France and
Germany. The migration of Polish, or Slovak seasonal workers
to Germany and that of ltalian workers to France is controlled
and Ngull&d by national treaties. ‘

This migration movement, particularly of a few workers
desirous of better conditions, to countries with somewhat higher
standards of culture, cannot be combated with the argument:
“They depress our wages.” These immigrant workers must,
on the contrary, be won for the trade union moyement; they
must be raised up to the level of the workers of the new country
and be made class fighters

Of course, it s necessary and desirable that the umons
should have an mportant word to say in the conclusion of
coMective and individual agreements between the employers and
the immigrants. This likew'se, however, depends solely upon
the activity developed by these trade unions themselves.

A model example of how the trade unions should not deal
with imimigrants is oflered by America. In the nujorty ol cases
the American trade umions do not admit immigrants to member-
ship. The consequence is, that the latter have to work under
comsiderably worse conditions than the small proportion of
American trade umon organised workers (2,8 million).

I hese tactics however, lead to the outspoken policy of a
labour aristocracy, which, no longer regarding itself as be-
longing to the proletariat, looks upon the immugrants with con-
tempt. We find simular tendencies, for example, in Germany in
regard to the Polish immigrant worker.

). W. Brown gives in his report a great quantity of sta-
tistical details. Thus, from 1000 to 1914, 17 millign people from
15 European countries emigrated to America, Canada, Argentina,
Brazil and New Zealand.

The war and the post-war period with their vast iransfor-
mations, also brought about a decisive chanFe in this tespect
During the war emigration was almost completely held up. But
in the years 1920 24 emigration from Europe to the overseas
countriez of North and South America, Africa, Australia and
New Zealand amounted in all te only 3499080 persons, in
spite of the tremendous crisis in the Furopean countries. The
countries chietly contributing to this total were Great Britain
with 1,070,000, ialy with 835000, Spain with 457,000, Poland
with 278,000. Germany with 242000, Portugal with 146,000,
Czechoslovakia with 79,000, Yugoslavia with 52,000, Sweden with
48,000, Roumania with 44,000, Norway with 43,000, Finland with
10,000, Austria with 39,000, Switzerland with 34,000 and Belgium
with 17.000

How great, however. was the migration on the Countinent of
Europe itself ;s shown by the fact that Italy had a total of 1,5 mul-
lion emigrants, Poland 447,000, Czechoslovakia 180.000, Belgium
108,000 and Roumania 91,000,

Most of the Overseas countries have protected themselves
ainst uncontrolled immigration by means of definite legislation.
The United States of America, in particular, have definitely fixed
the quota o immgrants permitted to enter the country from
the various countries While in 1013, 1,200,000 persons enugrated
to the U nited State~ n 1024 only 706,808 and 1n 1025 only
204 314 persons were admutted

After 1 historical survey ol the migration problem, in which
the influence of famine and food shortage (after the Napoleonic
wars), polmcal reaction (1848) and economuc crisis (1881) on
emigration 1~ proved by { gures, the author gives a further survey
of msigration and vocation. In the year 1923, the record year
for Eufopean emigration, of the total of 422,071 emigrants,
111,785, that 1s 205", belonged 10 the (skilled) industrial and
miming proletariat, 1447, belonged to agriculture, 10,1% to
trml and commerce, 10,17 were household employees and
uns workers, 3,0% belouged to the free professions, in-
cuding officials, and 203", cither had no occupation or the
occupation was not given
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The Nine Dgys.*)
By W. Enspeé

In order that the workers of ull'countries should (v ap)
1o form a correct estimate of the Ewglish General Strike g
draw the appropriate lessons trom it, it is necessary thal, apan
from the official accounts,  they have information regard,
what actually took place behind the scenes immediately befor
and during those eventful mne days. The hitle pamphler why,
has just been published in England by A J. Cook entitled 1
“Nine Days" will do much to enlighten English workery g
to the course of events which led to the calling oft o i
Gieneral Strike and the betrayal of the miners.

A persual of its contents leaves no doubt in the reader,
mind that, the immediate cause of the failure of the gy
Qeneral Strike was peace to Otto Bauyer that the leaders
betrayed the movement Ou the one hand we have the puctyre
of the eager highting enthusmasm and solidarity of the imple
rank and file workers. on the other band the picture 1 the
(General Council. forced by the go ent's i obduracy and the
pressure of the workers into a fight for which they had no hear,
without any preparations having béen made, vacillating and
searching eagerly for any excuse to call ot the strike, regardless
of the interests of the miners and the workers who had respon
ded so lovally to the call. “It 1s evident”, says Cook in concle.
sion, " “that some of the 1. U. C. were afraid of the power
they had created; were anxious to keep friends with the Govern
ment, and not to harm the employing class . and there were
others who were determined to sabotage the General Strike 1)
Justify their repeated declarations ‘That it would not succeed'”

Two little incidents are wcrth recordinﬁ: On the ver eve
of the strike we have Rams:y- MacDonald declaring . the
House of Commons: “With the disctission of general strikes and
Bolshevism and all that kind of thing 1 have nothing to do al
all. I respect the Constitution as much as Sir Robert Horne
And. later. when the General Couficil,"Without consulting the
miners' leaders, had accepted the Memorandum of Sir Herpen
Samuel and were trying to force ge,nliners tQ accept il 4~ 4
basis of negotiations, k states¢i“ M@ Pugh was continuall
pressed and questioned by Mr [l bﬂ Smijth, myseli. and my
colleagues as to what the guara f; ére, and who had gien
them. We got no answer. Buj Mr J. H. Thomas said v me
personally, when | asked him whether, the Government would
accept the Samuel proposals and what were his guarantees
‘You may not trust my word, but will’ you not accept the word
of a British gentleman who has been the Governor of Pale
stine” ”. It does not need a profound Marxist to see thal
under such ‘“leadership”, the neral - Strike of the Inglish
workers, mo matter what class solidarity they may haie dn
phayed, could hardly end otherwise than'iin disaster

Whilst Cook in this pamphlet gives in a 'very brief «impass
a plain narrative of the events that led -to"the calling oft of the
general strike it is to be regretted that ‘he does not point oul
to his readers the obvious lessons to 'be drawn from the ex
periences of the historical nine days. The shameful betraval
the part of the General Council with fts disastrous resulis 10
the workers only confirms that which ‘Comrade Troizhe ha
urged in his recent book, “Where is Britain Going*' ¢
that the urgent task contronting the Fnglish Labour Mo cmer
is that of replacing the old feaders' who have arisen Jurng
the period of capitalist prosperity. in Fngland, and Creanng
that firm revol@ionary leadership which alone will be capable
of leading the workers in the stormy period lying aheud and
which must inevitablv culminate in the direct e
power This 15 the lesson of the Nine Days. and ' - this
lesson that the English Communist, Party, the real disciples
lLenin in Great Britain, have been consjstently driving home ©
the workers. ' ) .
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The Hungarian governmem of Franc note’forgers for long
hesitated 10 proceed with the trial of Mathias Rakasi and the
5T accused along with him. The procéedings before the Special
akosi, Weinberger, Gogds, Oe

Court against
¢ as a result

bourgeois new

eample”, considered it right''that “the -mests of communist
%itation should -be allowed fo ‘come out into the' open”.

That the Bethlen government has
gerous slép (das eréus;not ‘on ,.b' the rea .3
for liself) can bed'i?ﬁibuxéd to_the following domestic and ;&o Hilngury W-n‘

&g polifical reasons:

2 powerful means of agitation dor the Commugiist-Party of Hun-
ﬂry which is labotiring under theheavy’burden of i

ugarian social demecracy
secret ally of Bethlen '— was

of the legality of the Commanist Party of Hungary. There were

Hungarian Franc Forgers.
On the Approaching Trial of Rakosi and Comrades.
By Bela Kun. ‘ ’

1. Even the incredibly mild seutepce passed om jthe franc
forgers has created discontent in the extreme Right circles with
which Bethlen, since the Franc Forgery Progess, has again
ée biished é‘l:se relatm;z ll_g'no.nder 10 appease their thirst for
v ., Commuynist and ' Social De ic. labour leaders
mmemenccd. ) 'mmt u
2."The Left ‘development oi“gc" labour movement is going
steadily ahead. The Communist Party and the Hungarian So-
cialist Labour Party are siriking deep roots pot only among the
industrial working class, but also among the agricultural wor-
kers. The gendarmes 3nd their allies, the Hungarian social
democratic leaders, had'| stioeeded in holding up the march
on Budapest of''thot ‘of miners, with their wives and
children, from'the mining’ district of Salgotarja, when fhe spectre
de its appearance on the plain
onal and organisational activity of
Communists extends 'fo ‘all legal workers organisations, i
ding the social democratic Party. In order to intimidate the

and Hamann
of the *heroic behaviour of the accused —
liegality. The
inés open, sometimes
compelled- 'to ‘raise the ' question

— this somefi

pers ' which; pointing ‘to the “Western

now ‘decided to this
for the accused %“W
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working class, bloody sentences wmust be p’rogouuad wh'ich at
the .sanie .{ime have’ wLeﬂ of depriving the Communists of
all possibility of legal work.

v e ) W T

Apether remarkable factor in the. trial, i3 the role o g
Hungarian social democratic Plrty.‘{*he Iﬂlmc secifor h:s
very weak evidence in his hands. He could only produce 4

3. The Hungarian alisg Labour Party, the Pasfy, of the —wi ), + pbice off e wo, t “RMOOTICU- i,
Left working ¢ at rbe'gj‘mw of{March, 1920, silfinoned * catenrs #0dE } rt (T Wungar.an ooy
t dapest {’%nr‘ ~ a'ws @‘Ons At ag@apst t enmiod A or . Fswee reatult‘e 1estified
ent c 7is drye th ] ra he d he H r i ur Parny s,
%arty succee&d ting the dalro’ n bol shev iiriPam ,and ﬁ at al, as an expen

a broad mass demonstration, but in spite of this, after this  witness, to give evidence for assertign. - . ..
nstration, the teaders of the Socialist Wnﬂfy Stefan “ Thealhg ilca can be qivided info two groups. |he oge

agi, A. Weisshaus, Paul Vandor and ot {wert  arrested. Rakosi an

his four comrades, w.th whgp

addition b ¢his, in ‘order. o sure QAL A'.jume he " peared re the Special Court. and thog

ot against them, the Public Prosecutor {gonnécted thély egase™. dn nereie . eb-having 1

i the proceedings against Rakosi, alth even the indter- 8 ; -6 -Drought -of -having 1k
With-the- ing* e i 8 part 1 the Congress of the Communist Party ol Hunga,

ment showed that the police 9osscssed no evigienggl going 10 | ] i e ‘sq'T abroad by e
prgve . offt : 4'“% ¥, 'm m. L m\ccmd o

i Ders o thy

"&‘ Hungarian

; LoV P St (6 : WSpal M‘ Ishevik Par,

: P a \l hey re represented at the Marseilles Congres

Rakosi, ioi-years.secretasy-oi-the Cominiern; on -behall of-and- -~ -‘ﬂ% : W""’%‘"T < Sifles ongre
with , the mxley&trom Moscow;. wished to set up again the "socii\‘dﬂgﬁﬁ?‘r %rf&q . su; M :d".;‘ﬁvg'r‘ pirary 1o te
,Krolelariau digtatorship i Central Eunyope. In the League of - i85 "skr,‘d'& M deciised O Bhth* :'!ﬁﬂ 4

lkjng‘ class t the

! 4 " €. { consist 1or the
Rt Chanberht ool upon el o s ot dendine g il woolon . - B,

-of- . 1a)ort ady s
510\“;:"1“ imperialists who are under French protection. That :t:r;gngh 1$\l:pns:n: ;:)li lh: Hungarian white terror, bu' this dig
the Bethlen government was saved is chiefly attributable to this ot dster) them from continuing their activity in the revolutionar

circumstance. In return for this the Hungarian franc forgers
are now paying their English Conservative friends who are
ilghnn? against the Soviet Union; but they are not paying them
with fo i

labour movement. The Public Prosecutor s theretore mo
lisi his whole apparatus against thew and is preparing 1
wreak vengeance on Rakosi and comrades, who during the pro

rged francs but with genuine counter-revolutionary ceedings before the Special Court and ,euu.un(.]er the shadow
support. of the gallows, energetically denounced the justice of the Hun

What is very remarkable abou:1 th;‘s \r'i‘al is t:w ciil"“t that garian white terror. |

against Rakosi there is only brought fie “'t78% oo 8 riny " In the trial which will commence on fHe 12th of Jul. ihe
‘h,e f,“",:""”',’,,;,‘:ﬂJ ]:s; rnmmngrVéllﬁhk;i%u}ig:l:rycggﬁr, organisers of the Hungarian whité terror »g';ll‘pmnmm.-.. !]hrl.’
:;r:‘“ ‘mgvﬂ;y the .H‘ rian Soclalist Soviet Republic and on vindictive judgment on the Comznter‘r;:bbu‘\e (,ommunYN l}:m
sccoust of which the nungarian dufhorities persecuted him for ~of Hungary and the entire [‘:T W’ﬁf M\g&réd;%c:l?":xb;?c i
ars. are not mentioned in the indictment 'He wab not even €ary. TRE charge is not yet finally fort - ,
V_e:rs' “fmncd regarding these matters. For the ruling classes -secutor has'‘the possibility, evem during the proceedings. o
txrl; ?’Kfngarv it 1s not very advisable to stir up the memory of altering his lff““‘wilhmu"}ftt a manner that, as a result the
the pm\leﬁnan dictatorship, jaly amoug the industrial court “"Pf‘n‘f“m t 9.. i ﬁ_'“’mﬂﬁ- T
and agricultural working dassx greater of which is be- The' sokidarity of flie intermatio proletariat a~Jalr«{m
ginning 1o free itsell from the fog of social democratic tion.  once rescued Rakosi from the gallows! whén he appegrv pefore
This is why the government avoided 'cross-examining osi, the Special Court. This  deypted, gq@.aqg[ed, ,r"Wlu“Q‘m“l
as the formeér People’s Commissar, on account of his “crimes”  along with his 57 comrades, now calls again for internafional
during the proletarian dictatorship. solidarity.

Questléns of the International Rovoluilohﬁﬁ.Sfrdggle.

(From his Speech at the Meeting of Functionagies of the Moscow Orgagisation of the C. P. S. L, on_June 8th 1920

By N. Bucharin
oy 7 {Thotgongot by Eaasoh ey 15 1 gy ol g b

“Fhree éou(; of the Descending Curve %‘Capiulism.' ‘ As regapds Poland, it also es ihmﬂcs, as the ‘m;‘;(:i
Il we approach the guesye enc W, wtype ¥ 2 .§Z‘e the war, 1. ¢ of th
we must state that the, dbt %lblO‘ at g “is gta'ta as the result ol 'ne wir
of , sheex
ink 't

chiefly determined by three great events and post-wgr Crises. habit we are ~ometme

Qut of, : : ,
I. The general strike jdpd, after it icame fo an ‘end. the iriclined to: ‘th “Poland ' as ‘the old Czarist Pola-\I\di as
miners’ struggle in Great Britain. comparatively small country under foreign influence \ 'M; )
9 The continued national revolutionary fight 1n China  only glance at the politico-geographical map of lw-tg» -
which is passing through various stages but persists. order to realise at once that the Pojand of 1_0-«13) :nmli N
30T events 1n and which include some phenomena coumtry Wh'ldl hu cpme  10tQ being a5 a |'¢§|,.|h O ‘“n-h'
whicht'may be decribed by'the word “civil war”. crigis and ol various m‘tuwt*mms, 2 Stae whu_h has a gk

“1t°46 pét difficult to grasp the fact that England and China imporiant part to play, ~which, thanks to its b.‘ma“““

on the whole represent the two chief poles of capitalist relations  one of the points of jubction of presentday politics. e
in world economics. Fven though America — at present at Looked at from this point of view, one can T P

any rate — shows an ascending line of capitalist conditions. . hesitation that the events in England, Chipa and P'0an

jor our

even our Soviet Union shows an ascending line op a  of enommous sign e. Lt is absolutely essential

il /}i~ ‘e, on the foundation of the proletarian poldcg that we should rightly estumate these evenis -
d:ctator ‘Brifish Epire is nevertheless the ical re- By the events in England we auxlerstand in mr ‘A‘r s
pre sentative, 2 incorporation of the old capitalism  strike, of the English working class. England has aiw.

with 1ts monopolies ‘of Highly developed industry, with ifs
who'e amount of v $§ colonial. semi-colonial and dependent
countries, among which China does not come last.

Al “China j§ not ip the direct sense a od_‘_xy.ot
tngland, it is nevertheless an abject ol the cologial exploafation
of Fnglish imp2rialism. Apd this ioumense British . Empixe s

the classical country of the most conservative working umﬂ‘:
the world; for a long time the English, working cla>s *&
pillar of the bourgeoisie. This was closely connecicd
England’s anique monopoly in the world market. I.h“w y
mining of this monopoly has ciused 4 regroupng =
~~untry and 1 re-grouping of the Pnglish’ Working cle>

No. 5!

Foglish capitalism is an expression, perhaps the most telling
illpstration, of the inclined plane down which capitalism as
2 whole s sﬁdu?. In connection with' this are the permanent
s i England, the continued unevployment. the collapse
of the chief branches of English industry, above ali the decline
of the metal and coal industry. 1t was on this basis that the fight

proke out.
The Bourgeoisie Mobilised, the Reformist Leaders Betrayed.

[he bourgegisie and the Government were excellently pre-
pared 1of the anticipated fight, they had concentrated all the
minary forces and means of suppression, the organs of pro-

anda, the bourgeois Press, under one umform, centialised
control. they had thoroughly drilled the apparatus of Govern-
ment and its systematic working and arranged a dwision of
jabour between the individual organs i w ich, on the one
mand, Baldwin appears as the “reconciler”, as the ‘“bene-
solent grandiather” who stands above the classes and, on the
oher hand, guarantees a unamimous will on the part ol the
Government, directed against the working class. Thereupon
the Government -and the bourgeoisie forced their way into the
amp of their class enemies, providing themselves with an
exremely wide-spread service of espionage and, not satished
with that, secured themselves an alliance with the upper stratum
of the General Council. Thus we see that the Governmem had
bult up its strategy and, on the basis of that, s tactics, in
such a way that all means — fram the purely mechanical,
mitary means of compulsion to the organisation of a direct
conspiracy against the working class within the working class
— were mobilised, prepared and taken into calculation.

The leading t;(p.rer stratum of the working class, above ail
the General Council, had on the contrary hardly made an
preparations for a real fight. There was no question of a mobi-
lisation of the forees in the General Council which could in
the least be ¢ompared with the mobilisation of the forces in the
amp of the bourgeoisie, apd a mobilisation of the proletarian
lorces was onfy undertaken by the Communist Party and the
“Mincrity Movement”, i. e the left ~ the rua{ Left
opposition within the trade unions which, takén as a whole,
goes hand in 'hand with the Commumist Party. As regards
the overwhelming mass of the English workers who ar¢ orga-
nised in trade unions, their forces were simply not mobilised
Furthermore, some of the leading group of these trade unions,
in the persons of Thomas and MacDonald and of all tho se privy
councillors and'‘previotts ministers of His Majesty, were, as has
aready been memtioned, in direct connection with the bour-
%votsne and, ‘at the decisive moment, went over to its side.
he whole tactics of the CGeneral Council, the nature of which

can only be described as treacherous, arose out of this strategic
Situation,

The Political Character of the Fight.

lhe masses joined in the fight, the masses developed
wusual energy, the masses rose like one man to defend the
miners. This general strike which was proclaimed by the trade
union leaders, on the one hand under the pressure of the masses
and on the other hand in the hope that it would be impossible
© carry it out, immediately created a new situation. It in a
country like England, almost five millions enter the fight
ths hgure was mentiomed by the English bourgeois journal
“The Economist”, which has no interest in exaggerating the
greatness of the labour assault — it means that class stands
Ramst class. When however class marches against class, it
15 an important stage in the political fight, for the action of a
ggantic mass numbering millions, of a whole class is no longer
the problem of a fight against an individual capitalist nor even
®amst individual groups of capitalists, but it threatens the
power of the State itself. The situation created by the fact of
the general strike could not be anything else, What should have
n done from the point of view of the Government and of
the bourgeoisie? The only thing to be done was to bring into
icon the whole apparatus: of the movilised forces of the bour-
80 regime, and this is what the Government did by pro-
iming a state of emergency and mobilising the army, the
police reserves and the sfrike—bruking machinery.
from the standpoint of the working class, the energy of
the masses had to be brought into play, the fight intensified
And carried forward, An adyance in this. fight meant guiding
tinto political lines, issuing more challenging slogaus, not
ing afraid of ‘a collision with the mechanism of Government
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nor of even raising the question of the seizure of power.

I'he following situation arose: the General Council was
faced by the necessity of entering into this fight with the masses,
and that implied entering on the revolutionary path, tor a colli-
sion with the Govermment, a light against lf;e Government, in
the circumstances which prevailed at that time, involved turning
the fight on ta political lines which, sooner or later, would
inevitably have led to the question of power. The Ceneral
Council which of course did not desire this, resisted the onrush
of the masses-in every way, but was nevertheless compelled to
tread this path of a political fight. When for instance, 1t began
to call into being a department for the distribution ol food
and of electricity, for information etc., it was going almost as
far as the position taken by the Petgograd Soviet in the firsi
half of the summer of 1917, when it practically organised a
“double government” by creating these departments; on the
one hand, the Government organises its information scrvice,
distributes food, rules over the masses, on the other hand, side
by side with it, grows up a mass organisahon which gradually
begins to take over these functions

Two Forms of Treachery

The more clearly and distinctly the contours of a transition
to the political fight and to the raising of the most acute question
in the class war became visible, the more headlong the retreat
of those persons was bound to be who are not such good
revolutionaries as. let us say, our present chairman, Comrade
Uglanov. (Laughter.) 1t was from this situation that the ract of
the treachery ol the “leaders” arose, this treachery finding ex-
pression in two forms. We must look at these two forms of
treachery without any illusions,

In the General Council there were at first two wings; the
Right wing with Thomas at its head and thewleft wing with
Purcell at its head.

Thomas, as a Privy Councillor of the King, has sworn
an oath in which he pledges himself to use all gis powers to
suppress and anuihilate anything which is injurious to his
Majesty’s interests. Thomas has more than once betrayed the
working class and, after the so-called “Black Friday” in 1921,
he stated before the court that he was prepared to [rustrate
any strike which could serve the cause of revolutign. This
group, in my opinion, quite deliberately worked for a defeat;
it betrayed the strike quite consciously al the moment when it
had reached its highest point and quite deliberately joined with
the class enemies of the sfrikers, liquidating the strike through
an order of the General Council,

It is hardly probable that the “left” wing was in direct
touch with the Government or that it was bought by the Go-
vernment (even politically and not iinanciall_vﬁ. nevertheless,
through its fundamental attitude “against revolution”, with its
dread of a fight and of revolutionary measures, this “Left”
brought things so far that, although it could have had the
majority in the General Council and could have exercised a
decisive influence on the* resolugons of the General Council.
it was actually in the power of Thomas and hs followers, and
carried out his policy. while some of these “I efts” arrived at a
very interesting position. as for example Hicks, who spoke of
the “damned Russian money”

What are we to think of the tactics and of the hehqviou}
generally of these Reformist leaders® In my opinion, we have
in the case in question to do with two peculiarities, One of
them is deliberately treacherous and the other is a matter ol
capitulation. 1f however judgment is passed as to the political
responsibility of these different groups, it can by no means be
said that the “lLeft” wing is politically any less responsitle
than the Right

The Left wing indeed bears a greater, responsibility, hrstly
because, thanks to its “Left” position, it had more inilnence on
the revolutionary workers, and. secondly, because 1t might,
had it sa desired, have had the majority in the General Council.
We must therefore, in exposimg their treachery, ann our blow
with no less force at the “Leit” leaders of the General Council
than against the Right. We must ~— as in many other cases ~
not start from the subjegtive views of the persons in question,
but from their objective activities, The objective action of the Left
trade union wing however, which had the majority in the
General Council, was much more injurious because it submitied
to the Right mingrity; ifs responsibility s a greater one fhan
that of Mr. Thomas, the great shareholder.

H
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Mobilisation on the Home and Foreign Fronts.

it ean’ be said that two pronounced features characterise
the treachery of these people: firstly their refusal fo direct the
fight on to political lines and secondly their refusal to accept
financial help from the intérnational proletariat. Whilst the
Government sent troops against the strikers, mobilised the
fleet, called up the police reserves; whilst arrests and threats
1o confiscaté property were being made, i.e. whilst the Govern-
ment' openly emphasised the tical character of the strike,
these “Lefts” declared: “It is out of the question for us to direct
the fight into- political lines.” Its encouragement of the .r:Jechcn
of a political Eght was as good as a capitulation, implied com-
plete disarming of the proletarian forces, as the bourgeoisie
very well understood what to do in such a-situation. It declared
the strike to be illegal, concentrated all its forces in one fist,
aimed a blow with this fist at the working classes and made no
effort to conceal the political character of its action. On the
part of the trade union leaders, the procedure was quite difle-
rent; the bourgeoisie developed an attack, but the General Coun-
cil issued the order: “Not a step further!” The foricer mobi-
lised all its forces, the latter disarmed. This was the one line
of capitulation and demobilisation of the proletariat within the
country.

Al the same time the (engral Council carried out a demo-
bilisation of the proletarian forces on the outer front W hen
it .refused hclp from abroad, this rejection, which expressed
the dread of “disloyalty” to the bourgeois State, meant nothing
more nor less than demobilisation of the proletarian forces
in the international sphere.

When the bourgeoisie was deprived of the printing works
in London, it had its papers printed in Paris, as it was clever
enough to understand that the international solidarity of one’s
own class can be made use of. When however the international
proletariat came to the leaders of the trade unions to offer
help, the latter said: “You have come to the wrong shop.”

A communication published in the Press reveals the in-
ternal mechanism of this refusal. After the publication of the
facts, there is no longer any doubt that the& declared that it
was “inconvenient” to accept our help for the simple reason
that the Government had forbidden them to accept it.

The leaders however prelerred fo conceal these facts from
the workers. They might openly have said: “Our best thanks
to the workers of the Soviet {Jnion for their help, but the
Government refuses to allow the money to come into  the
country.” Instead of this, they screened fheir im rialist, bour-
geois CGovernment and took all the blame on themselves, con-
cealing from the working class the fact that the Government
had forbidden the banks to pay out to the General Council the
money sent them by the Central Council of the Soviet trade
unions.

These two lines of treachery, the lines of internal and of
external treachery. have. in essentials, decided the fate of the
general strike

The Miners’ Fight.

It would however be quite wrong to ard all the events
in England as a defeat and nothing more. Above all we must
not for a moment forget that the magnificent fight ol the
miners is still going on. The prospect oi this fight developing
further is by no means out of the question and it is not im-
possible that the masses of workers will again join in on a
new basis in support of the miners, We have received a tele-
gram to-day to the efiect that the Interpational Miners' Secre-
tariat has resolved to give help to the fighting English miners.
If the Reformist brutes who are at the head of the Secretariat,
have resolved to help the miners, it is a sign that the cause
of the miners is on a fairly solid basis. If there were any clear
signs that the strike was doomed to failure, the Reformist
leaders would abandon it, as rats abandon a sinking ship. We
must not for a moment imagine that the fight in England has
come to an end, that the wind has dropped. The miners’ strike
is still shaking the economic life of the whole country to its
foundations, it is still a revolver pointed at the heady of the
bourgeoisie. The miners remain and will continue to remain
steadfast. The chief task, not only 6f the Communist International
as a whole, but of every single functionary of the revolutionary
movement, of both the political and the economic functionaries
and, in the first place, of every single Communist, is now to
help the miners with all means in their power.
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The development of the miners’ strike, the efiorts 1 ey
other troaps of the working class in support, of the miners,
is the practical, the immediate task of the day, this i the ¢y
clusion which we must, in the first place, draw irom
analysis of eveats in England.

are as follows: the general strike was_carried on by the trade
gnions, 1t was 'carried on — though in a treacherous way —
by the General Council of the trade unions; in the provinces
e great majority of the committees of action and of the
strike commitfees ‘were organs of the trade unions. The orga-

The General Strike as a Means of fs"““l"' power of the working class has shown itself particylarly

psiny

| pass on w the analysis of some problems which y Jll oo these lines. No other organisation could enter into com-
bound up with the lessons of the British strike, af some problem iion with the trade unions either in extent or in signi-
which in recent times have been matters of dispute in our pypy Ence.

and in the Communist lnternational, which, in view of the re.
solutions of the C.C. of our Party and of the resolution of the
Communist International, have lost their character ol maters
of dispute. ln the theses which were passed unanimously by
the Executive of the Comintern, these questions were answereq
clearly and unequivocally.

irst of all a few words on the strike as a method of
fighting. A campaign is at present being carried on in | ngland
with. full steam, not only on the part of the bourgeois f’rw
but also on the part of the Reformist Press and of the Cieneral
Council etc., a campaign which can best be described as a con
centrated assault on the idea of the general strike. Not onl
big guns, byt medium-sized and small guns are being employed,
but the aim remains the same: that of destroying the idea ol
the general strike and of discrediting it in the eyes of the
workers. ,

A whole pumber of “arguments” of all shades could be
mentioned, with which the attempt is made to discredit the
eneral sirike. These considerations are based on a weak-kneed
ear of a revolutionary fight on the part of the Philistines. Some
of them point out with justification, thai the general stiike places
the masses of workers in opposition to the Government, The
Philistine conclusion which they draw, is that none but a
madman would dream of a victory of .the masses over the Go
vernment, Such a Philjstine, such a parrow-minded pownt of
view is of course by no means binding for us. We say. it is
not the general strike which is bankrupt but the Relormist
methods of carrying on the general strike. What has always
been an axiom for every Communist, is.mow once more con
firmed by the course taken by the English strike.

One of the lessons of Enlish strike is that, thanks to
the specific conditions of the fight which prevail among the
working cldss in England, the general strike has, just m that
country, far greater significapce than ip any other country
This, dn my opinian, is the result of two . circumstances which
were lairly clearly expressed in the recent fight.

The first circumstance is connected with the social-econ-
mic structure of En{l:nd: an epormous praletariat which re
presents the oyerwhelming majority of the jpopulation, an extre
mely low percentage of peasants, a high percentage of workers
orfunised in trade unjons, and a Gommupist Party which 1
still comparatively weak. st

The second circumstance relates to the military. o | ngland
the ceutre of gravity of the armed forces is not in the arm
but in, the nayy. In a civil war or in decisive conflicts. the navy
cannot take a large immediate share, as civil war does not $
much take place at sea but rather onland and, to the regrel
of the English Government, the navy is anything but mobile
on land. (Laughter.)

This of course does not mean that the strike should oot
be carried on 1 higher forms of struggle. I will only sa that,
if we regard the relations between the general strike and other,
previous methods of fighting, more weight must be attached 10
the general strike mn England than in any other country. o
England more than in any other country, the general stri
is a necessary preliminary to a victorious fight of the working
class. This, 1 believe, is the first conclusion we mus! draw,
and it is explained by the specidl peculiarities of the F nglish
Labour movement and by the specific conditions of the fig

\nd now, in connection with this conclusion, we must
int to a fhird Jesson of the strike. This is that the English
working class approaches the questian of the power of the
State, 1. ¢ of the revolution, in an original form, pot in that
jorm in which it was approached in our country or in Germany
i as | have said, in a peculiar form which is due to the
liarities of the Euﬂi’_sh Labour movement, I have already
inted out’ that the whole strike was carried on b{ the trade
uions. In those cases where the moyement has already out-
grown the limited framework of ap eponomic fight, the frame-
work into which it was pressed during the whole time by the
leaders of the General Council, this fact of outgrowing its li-
mitations, has found expression in a number of truly interesting
iacts, slogans, actions etc, In several localities the organs of
the trade-unions actually had, the leadership of the smaller
towns, | €., the power was in their hands.

Let us consider the: slogans! In several districts the slogan
was proclaimed: “All power to the local Committees of Action!”
This slogan brought the trade-union organmisations, as far as
their function was concerned, near to the Soviet organisations
1 they were during the period immediately preceding the fight
jor power. Our Communist brother-party issued the slogan:
“Down with the Baldwin Government that supports the capita-
iists'” And then: “All power to the General Councilt” Without
doubt, this slogan 'was in the beginning intended to mean that
fhe movement® should be centralised and the leadership of the
movement be ‘éoncentrated in the hands of the General Council
in order that ‘isolated disorganising actions might be avoided.
The more, however, the developments exceeded the bounds of
the economic fight and the more the trade-union movement in
the course of the strike took on the character of a political fight
on the part of thé workers ‘against the State machinery of the
hourﬁeoisie, this sjogan dev ored gven objectively into one
which resembled the slogan “All power to the Soviets!” For,
insofar as the elements of a_ double government™were created,
and insofar as the General Courcil was, against its own will,
surrounded by organisations which resembled our Soviet orga-
nsations at the moment immediately preceding the fight for
power, the slogan “All power. lo.the General Council!” grew
o a puliticat slogams ;- 5> ¢ i

Why, er, Weri ‘o Soviéts formed in England, but
only Committees ofi Adtion? Why) was-the slogan “All power 10j
the Soviets” not issued? “For” this rdson; Betause the working
dass in Fngland,”in confrast fo other counfries, had fakeri a
path which ‘was in a certajn measure peculiar, As a cppsequence
o its whole histoty, a$‘a result of the tremendou¢ importance
of is Trade-Upign -organisatiop,j #d on account jof its historic
maditions the Fuglish proletariat did not take up the question
of power by choumwm'mf the Trade-Unions but through the
Trade-Unions themselves. | believe this is a very unique fact.
Lenin always demanded from us the analysis of the special
rits, of the peculiar characteristics of every individual period
wd every country, and not merely the constant repetition of
e stereotyped formuja valid for all times and for all circum-
sances. When we put the question, what are these specific and
peedliar features of the English Labour Movement, then we
mst draw the conglusions which at. the same time constitute
&:ﬁ of the greatest lessons of the English general strike, i. e

| the English working class will approach the question of
Power through the Trade Unions.

i This of course does not mean that it would be binding for
tme, nor yet, let us say, if the labour movement in England
:ﬂdeuly came 1o a halt to revive again in fen years time, that

Would repeat its ‘present experience. i1 o
“ We must' reeord fhis lesson,'because it has a bearing upon
&21 conclusions which 1 shall mention later.” A number of

des fail to appreciate this tion of the peculiarities of
ant Eaglish labour 'movement. | ibelieve however that we must

underestimate: them if we wish to understand the English

“The Part Played by the Trade Unions in England

The second problem concerns the trade unions  Leni®
taught us to devote the greatest attention fo the trade unions
just in England. When he insisted on our studying the sign*
ficance of the trade umions from all sides, when he pointed
the enormous part played by these organisations in the who
Labour movement of Western Europe etc., he underlined rhz
instructions with regard to' England three times. The fa
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labour movement and the peculiar and ial lessons of the
General Strike. From the standpoint of a, Leninist and Marxist
analysis we are obliged to treat the question in this manner.

The Communist Party of Great Britain and its Critics.

I now proceed to the question of the Commumist Party,
its part in the fight and the conclusions which we must draw
from its aotivity.

lo an article published in the “Pravda” it was mantained
that the English labour movement has an over-developed orga-
nisatory apparatus and that this over-developed apparatus n
its various forms — in the trade unions and in the parties,
including the Communist Parly — has proved itself to be a
“brake on revolution”. In simple language this idea may be
expressed as [ollows: there is an English working class which
is treading the path of revolutiona development: it has
various organisations: trade unions, a Labour Party, an Inde-
pendent Labour Party, a Communist Party, etc.: all this 1s
“apparatus”. That is altogether the standpoint of “unijversal
apparatus” every thing is apparatus. From the standpoint of
such a mechanical conception that small part of the machinery
retﬁresemcd by the English Communist Party is, along with the
other parts, a portion of the brake on revolution. 1 believe
that this standpoint is absolutely false and that it is reiuted
by the facts of the case. This is nat a question of theoretic con-
siderations which can be conjured up out of nothing, but a
matter of analysis of facts. The facts contradict this theory. The
theory is also contradicted by the earlier and the present reso-
iutions of the Communist International. x

First of all, is it right to assume that the Labour Party,
the trade umons, the hﬁepeude.nt Labour Party and the Com-
munists are all in the same boat? | believe that this is by no
means true. And this view cannot be maintained by anybody.

Our Communist Party in England is conducting a correot
policy on the whole. While still a young Pafty it encountered
serious difficulties; it was confronted by gigantic tasks and it
stood the test with honour. For this reason we are prepared 4o
defend the Party against anybody who maintains that it forms
a portion of the “apparatus of the brake on revolution”.

Has the Party made any serious blunder? I do not think so.
it deliberately made preparation for the Miners’ Strike; fh con-
junction with the Minority Movement it mobilised all its avai-
lable forces i support of the strike; it issued at the righy time
the slogan of a Cieneral Strike in surport of the miners; it issued
the slogan for an immediate transition from the defensive to the
offensive, because “a general strike which merely defends itself
and does not attack is doomed to defeat’”; it also issued the slo-
gan: “Down with the Baldwin government which supports the
capitalists!”; it issued the call dor “All power to the General
Council!” Is that not a correct line?

I must admit that 1 persomnally was somewhat surprised at
the imunense political tact with which our English brother-party
acted. Let us take. for example, the slogan: “Down with the
Baldwin-Government that .supports the capitalists”. That is a
very clever slogan. It does not simply confine itself to the
utterance: “Down with the Baldwin governrtent”, because great
numbers of the English working class entered this fight with
strong prejudices concerning the classes and because many of,
them still regarded the government as something great, standing
above the classes. Whether consciously or unconsciously, I can-
not say, but the English Comumunist Party certainly successfully
rapeated our Bolshevist tacti¢s employed at the time of the deve-
lopment of the events following upon the February revolution.
As Lenin said, it was with great cautian that we ‘at that time
approached the “honestly mistaken masses”’. For some tune we
did not merely say: “Down with the whole provisional govern-
ment’, but we said: “Down with the capifalist Ministers!” The
Eoglish Communist Party adopted. a simdar line of aation. Sub-
sequently. the Party went durther' and issued such slogans as:
“All power to the Commiittees of Actjon!” “All power to the
General Council!”  etc. :

The slogan: “All power to:the General Council” ‘arose, a8
we have already mentioned, out of the need for a centralised
movement. - “Power” -in. this' case aneans the leadership -of- all
o ised -proletarians. The -more this fight became a political
fight the more significant became ‘this slogan. More and mofe it
came to resemible the icryt “All power to the Sowviets!”? ot

On' the vside of ‘this fight the Party rightly advos
cated the nationalisation of ‘the mines without compensation. It

]
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was right in its judgement that the repori of the Coal Coun-
mission was a “({eclamlion of war on the working class™. It
called for a desperate light against this report, it exposed the
traitors of the Right as well as the “Left” traitors and muddle-
heads; it called for the organisation of a prolefarian united front
with a concrete fighting programme. These tactics were entirely
based u the principle of transition “from defensive to offen-
stve™. is was the proper line to take.

The Minority Movement was under the leadership of the
Party and fought alongside it. The reports and commumnications
whidh’ we have received show that the Commmumnists, ite their
small mumerical strength, were represented on practically every
committee of action, that every one of these committees i whi
the Communist element was stronger followed a correct policy,
that in every case where an active fight arose the Communists
were in the forefront, that the number of Communists arrested
was considerable, etc.

I must dwell for a moment upon that criticism of our
English Party emanating from several ultra-Left sources and
from persons expelled from the German Comununist - Party.

The gr formed by Katz, Korsch and others excluded from
the German Party is now issuing leaflets in which it is stated
that the strike has failed on account of betrayal on the part of
the Communist Panty and of the Comintern. In the platiorm of
our ultra-Left comrade Urbahns, one of the leaders of the oppo-
sition inside the German Communist Party, it is stated that in
the strike period the Communist Party comipletely disappeared
and was nowhere to be found. We should very much like to
prescribe spectacles for these dear friends of ours, although in
general people who are totally blind do not use glasses. This
same comrade Urbahns acouses the English Party of being in
agreement with the proposal of the eois Coal Commission.
Such an accusation is a stupid calumny, for as a matter fact, the
Communist Party has consistently and repeatedly declared that
the praposal of this Commission, which could only result in an
aggravation of the miners’ position, amounts to a declaration of
war on the working class. What can the object be of this inten-
nonally dishonest eriticism? Its aim is to open the attack ainst
the activity of the Comintern and directly against our Party.
In order 1o hit this “institution” it is necessary to shoot from
the side, and in order to be able to shoot from the side it is
necessdTy 1o irvent arguments if nope are otherwise available.
To regard the Communist Party of Great Britain as a revolu-
tionary skid-pan, is to fly in the face of the lacts — apart from
a great number of other considerations. This in itself is sufficient
to damn the orricism.

The ignoring of the Trade Unions in the search for “new re-
volutiopary organisations” outside and in opposition to the
I'rade Unions leads us to a fresh question in connection with
the lessons of the General Strike.

The following view has been put forward in our Press:
If ever the present forms of the English Labour Movement should
comstitute a revolutionary brake it would be necessary to seek
“pew revolutionary forms” This means that we should have to
create some new kind of organisation to take the place of the
Trade Unions

Among the people who are developing this ingenuous idea
are the leaders of the opportunist Independent Labour Party of
England.

One of them, Wheatley, writes, for instance, in an article,
entifled “Survey of the Great Capitulation”:

“Now, that the Trade Unions are letting themselves be

bound by their enemies it is possible that the creation of a

new form of orgamisation may prove necessary’.

The leadership of the Trade Unions showed itseM to be
bankrupt; Jet us therefore create in the place of the Trade Unions
real revolutionary Trade \/nions and real revolutionary organi-
sations! How beautifully simple it all seems!

There are two fundamentally different lines of conduet, two
completely dilferent kinds of tactics: the one which aims at the
emry of fresh masses of workers into the Trade Unions, the
reorganisation of the Trade Unions, and their capture by the
revolutionary elements; and another which advocates the poliey
of forsaking the Trade Unipns, which attempts fo replace the
Trade Unions by fresh organisations etc. One can choose either
of these two lines of tactics, but one cannot vacillate between
the two. A definite choice must b Tade This question has now
been raised in its cnfirety after the liquidation of the General
Strike and we must deal with it thoroughly and give to it a

definite answer which shall clearly mark out the line we d
10 take, so that every worker may know our attitude v..w;:;
this question. 4

First of all a few prelimipary remarks. The heroes of
Independent Labour Party have brougtht forward the protien ol
the search for new forms of organisations, It would appes;
though they took up a revolutjonary standpoint. But whai i y
actually case? In reality they are makipg & COMNION aitack upo,
the idea of the General Strike. There is the article by BI.A.MIU‘?
who discovered ten days after the capitulation of the Ciepury
Council that one of fhe Ceneral Councils greafest mistikes u,
its interference with the freedom ol the Press, Which anugumses
the bourgeois journalists; a ‘consequence which, in Braisiordy
opinion, was bound to have fatetul effect upon the result of the
strike. I might also quote the words of other similar trousadoyr
of the new revolutionary organisations. Their conduct, in realy
is merely a rwming away from the prablem of the fight. as wel
as from the solution of the extremely difficult task of atracting
iresh millions of workers into the Trade Unions, and of cap.
turing the Trade Unions in the interests of a successful exceution
of real actions. These big talkers of the Left will expatiar: uny
new forms and thereby get out ol toach with the mam rrems
of the movement, but the movement in thus remaining a ciprie
of the Right will inevitably suffer a serious defeat.

It is of interest to observe that after the defeat of the Cien-
ral Strike, which was undoubtedly caused by the treachery of ine
leaders, a tendency to withdraw from the Trade Unwons was
noticeable in all the disappointed sections of the working clas,.
It is not a dilficult matter to understand the arguments of thes
workers: “Those scoundrels, the leaders of the General Counai
have let us down; it's no use trying to get themr to do anything,
let’s leave the Union!” Such sunple psychology has often bes
met with in the history of the International. Movement, i i
nothing new. A similar tendency to leave the Trade Unions was
particularly strong in Germany after 1923 and you, comrade,
who follow the work of the mintern, ¢an appreciate the ‘e
mendous effort it cost us 1o put @ stop-1e the. danger. You arc
aware that even the former Ceniral Committee of the Gerion
Communist Party was obliged to expel {rom the Party a cons-
derable number of comrades, because they refused to work in e
reformist . Trade Unions and advooated , quitting the Trade
Unions. We believe, that this otsovist boycott movement isolates
us from the main body of the working class; it isolates us from
that environment into which we should do our best to penetrate,
in which we should get a footing at any cost and attack position
affer position and from which we should under no circumstances
retire in order to set out after any “new” organisations. (To b
continued.)

THE MINERS STRUGGLE
IN ENGLAND

The Manoeuvre of the General Council
against the Miners’ Struggle.

By A. Lozovsky.

Heavy clouds hang over the strike of the British muners.
Behind the backs of the strikers, negotiations are taking place,
agreements and mutual concessions being made, the purpse
which is perfectly clear, The fight of the 1,200,000 mwer ¥
again in danger, not because the pressure on the par f the
bourgeoisie is being continually increased, nor because the Chur-
chills and Birkenheads are spitting out venom and threatemng
all and sundry. No, it is not this that is endangering the ”H”i'"
fight, but the fact that the General Council have once g2t
openly declared that they are going to adopt measures i’ ‘*’{I‘
port” the miners. [hey have already once “supportcd the
miners in the same way as the hangman’s rope supports hnl
victim. They are once again beginning to display an '".‘,ﬂ,b_
in the miners’ struggle; and this reawakened intere> hap
pened” to coincide with the Conference of Trade Union b xecw
tives at which the General Council would have had to answe
for their shameful conduct.

There is a rather curious story connected with this o

. yunctl
ference of the Trade Union Executives. The Qeneral ( “”YU
were to have convened this conference immediately atier
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o1 strike in, order to giye an account.of their actions jo
ﬁgl:dwh()rlﬁl’ :hdtninws;:!&\ Wil ﬁ; '}.&Jm: The &;\é&l
-ouncil postponed conference until June, 25, in the hope
th‘;\:‘h‘ n?;)t t?:le the”nqliners’ struggle would have been ended in

way or another and that it would then have been possible
1o deliver the remrt in a “peaceful” dtmosphere, i. e. simply
©o burv the 'painiul debate and'.receive a'general amnesty and
asolution. The shiriers, however, still continued their struggle.
n spite of all the machinations ‘of - the ' General Council. The
laders of the General Council Ilt:%v realised that it would be a
gifficul: job to come forward ]
actions during the genieral strike while the miners' strugle was
gill going omIt-would have meant statmi\“phinly under what
;i;cumstances the strike was walled off, what “guarantees” the
General Couueil had receiyed etc. The miners struggle is a
qving refutation of all the talk and . chatter, hoth .of the Right
1d the so-called Left leaders in.the General Council as to how
they succeeded in concluding an honpourable peace. Thus it came
sbout that the miners’ struggle red as an unexpected distur-
ping factor in the plans of the politicians in the General Council.

When it was seen that the miners were still holding out
and would still be holding out even during the conference; the
General Council began to manoeuvre, to retreat and to attempt
10 obscure the issue. Two days befare the conierence the Gene-
ral Council decided to'make a furtHer grant of £ 10, fo the
miners: thereupon the General Council began to work on the
\liners Federation and to persuade them to agree to.a post-
ponement of the conference. This manoeuvre was crowned ‘with
\wccess. The declaration of the General Council regarding the
postponement ‘of “ the corderence of the Trade Union Executives
states: ) o -

“The General Council and the Miners’ Federation con-
sider this (the postponement) imperative sQ that a united
policy may be adopted to resist fo the ullest possible extent
the Covernment’s action ... The Generdl Council and the
Miners’ Federation regard it as of the greatest impartance
at this juncture that all’ sections and parties should avoid
statements, eiftier in speech or writing, Which create firic-
tion and misunderstanding and dive atfentios from the
purpose o’ view.” "’ ‘ ‘

Every single word of this declaration is a real gem, i ap-
pears that the General Council consider it necessary that “a uni-
fed policy be ‘adopted”. But upon- what basis? The submission
of the miners to the mineowners? Obviously. For the sentence,
uto resist o the fullest possible extent the Governmient’s action”,
contains nothing concrete. At the present moment the funda-
mental question ‘of ‘the struggle is the miners’ lock-out.
Nothing is said regarding this question, but instead it is
strongly emphasised that it is necessary- to “avoid statements,
either in speech of writing, which creaté friction and misunder-
standing”. What speeches are meant here? Speeches directed
against the policy of thie General Council. The General Council
regard criticism of their actions as exceedingly injurious, as this
would “divert attention from the purpose in view”. What is the
“purpose” that.‘the General Council have “in view”? To help
the miners? If- they had wanted to do that then there would
have heen no ‘need for them to call off the general strike. It is
fhe “purpose” of the Qeneral Council to cloak and conceal the
treacherv they have committed. Speeches and articles however
would hinder -this. purpose.

In return for a vague promise of indefinite support the
General Council demand complete silence and the cessation of
anv criticism, In, whose interest is this? If ‘we did not have
enough informatjon in_this respect English justice would have
lrnished an. angwer. Evglish judges are now senfepcing wor-
kers 1o imprisonment for critisising the Qeneral Council. The
defence of the “purily, and innocgnce” of the General , Coungil
lies therefore in ,jhe,; if not particularly clean, neverfheless
very firm hands of"the English Courts “which sfand above tbe

dlasses’

This transparent matoeuvre -on’ the part) of the: General
Council. which"is obviously being carried ot at the expense of
the miners, unfortunately fourid ‘support 'and: sympathy with > the
Executive of the :Miners’ Federation. This isa very. alarming
symptom for the fate''of the miners’ ¢/ ~According’ fo
ook, he postaometag of the Conierence of the Trade: Union

xecutives is dietated by the desire to set.up a’united front of
rade onion movement to ward off the-attack on the ‘Soviet

2l

submit an account of their’

Unpion. We da not share in this opinien. The fight against the
attack upon the Saviet Upion can be conducted along with the
attack on the treachery of the General Council. In order to pro-
tect the Soviet Uniop from attacks it is not by any means ne.
vessar{ to grant an amnesty, an absolution to the traitors andy
capitulaters in the Cleneral Council, »

. The Cieneral Council gave the miners the most vague pra--
mise to raise the question of placing an embargo on coal. What
do the General Council demand in return for this promise?
According to Cook, the General Council request the Miners
I'ederation to forget the past in view of the serious threats
against the whole labour movement. - i

We see, therefore, that. the General Couneil demand very
much for their promise which does not bind them to anything.
To forget the past means to forget the }re&chery of the 12th of
May. Why should the miners forget Black 'Wednesday? What
do they teceive in return for this general’ amdesty? ‘A’ resump-
tioh of the general strike? Oh, no! A stoppage of the transport
of coal? By no means, The miners are rewarded with a new
interference by the Cieneral Council in their struggle. This means
an aftempt at a compromise, an attempt at an understanding at
all costs, further parleyings with Ministers, migerable talk ' and,
'n the final end, the old treachery dressed up in new phrases.

The interference of the General Council in the affairs of the
miners is already beginning to bedr ‘fruit. The chairman of the
Miners' Federation has already declared that”he would prefer
a reduction of wages fo a lengthening of hours. A strange de-
claration, to say the least, The fight is still going on against ‘the
reduction of wages and against longer hours. What ‘sérse 'is’
there in making such declarations which susgest capitulation?
Will the mineowners, perchance, regard this declaration as any-
thing else than'the commencement of a surrender? Certairily not.
Sueh are the first beneficent results of the “united front” between
the leaders of the General Council and 'those of the Miners”
Federation 5

The events now taking place in the' fi of the miners
deserve the greatest atterition. What do these' milfians of wor-
kers get who -are deceived By the General Cbiticil? Nothihg,
absolutely nothing, except a further d tion. And lm:ll'y, what
do the 1.200,000 piiners get who have already been fighting for
10 weeks. Thanks fo this manoeuvre they will get a’ new Black
Friday. This is the real meaning of this united front between
the leaders which is directed entirely against the ‘miners and
against the whole proletariat of Great ritain.

The Fight of the English Miners in Danger.

By John Pepper.

The Central Council of the Trade Unions ot the Soviet
Unions has requested the General Council of the English Trade
Unions o convene the Anglo-Russian Committee for the purs
pose of supporting the miners in their  struggle: )

" This step which has been undertaken. by the trade umions
of the Soviet Union is ol tremendous, international importance.

[he English migers who are ﬁghtiuf with heroic endurance,
are confronted with all the combined lorces of the enemy. In
spite of the entreaties of the leaders of the Labour Party, the
English government has brought in its bill for the extension
of the working day in the mines to eight hours. ' The Right
trade union leaders are now endeayouring to induce the. govern-
ment at least to lay belore parliament for discussion the bill
for the reorganisation of the coal industry. But the 'Conser-
vatiye government pays not the least regard' to ' the requests
of ‘thése “leaders”. It has already logg forgotten ‘the terms of
the Coal Commission’s Report, just as it nev ¢'for one moment
considered the Samuel Memorandum 'sériously.

Ever since a suspicious “contact” 'has ' begun to be esta-
blished between the General Council, the | s ‘of the Labotr
Party and the leaders of the Miners' Federation, the entire
English bourgeoisie has beett full of and has been broad-
casting he ‘joyful tidings of an

oroaching “peace”.
Fyen Cook is inglining mere and more to the leader$ 6L
the General Cqm’mlrﬁﬂg é u&%?s consent to fhe pos!
ment of the Confe of _uje Tnion Executives which $ho
have taken place on”imie 5th — wn other words, he ga
consent to a &):tponement of the criticism of the treachery of
the General ucil. He has now taken a further step in "this
direction. He has issued a declaration which is directed - only
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[here 1s 00 witter unnthe house. Every drop has to be carried The. Parish Authorities .in Britain may not grant) reliel io

one tapian the cendre :of the row. of 20 or 25 houses, where  any able bodied;man on strike. At present in(Wales: ithe, wives

against the lengthening of the working day of the miners. He 7 ’ i
. Jrapadi Wom\en s Life in the EngHSh Coa“‘eld& :he‘oul)ﬂ‘“‘"‘“ for:the! rowyis. also situated, There may be of the niners receive.Ll/- per week from the Guardians.qkbe;

that, 'in -the event of the introduction of the eight

l:}:)ur shiit,” there would Ebe suchh an outburst of lfjndxt',snation thar; By Katherine B, H. Cant, aything from ‘1o 300 people living inthe “row”, in many have only been granted this after Sifnina a promise 1o,
e Conservatives and English capitalism wou swept o X PSR . mose,  berause miners have families, but the one the.money alter the strike is aver. ln Scotland — Lanarkshize
the face of the earth. These «high sounding phrases, however, In the great siruggle which is at present being ciriieg gy canes. 7

water . closet,and ta huh:ep_mvide orﬂ;lh On the i:;ge fire the amount.is 12/- slightly more. W aae o oV
\hat 95 "buning;. A is -always great pot of water The gram of 11/ or A2/ per ! week s all:lithe
peating for- theymen to bathe, whenithey. come home, Such food money that comes imto any miners house during . this
2s they an‘-..getvhxttoﬂbd'pnp.mllt all sorts of odd times  girike. The money which trade’ unions wof i Britaim, the
pecause their shifts begin and endoat diffecent tume each week,  Miners: Federation ™ itsell and the Trade Union ‘Movemeuts
and the children come home from” school at difierent times from 5 Russia and other countries 'have contributed s -béing used
he fathers 100, so the women’s work is never done. The men {5 give at least one good meal a day to the men ‘on’ strske. in
have to bathe as best they £an on the kitchen floor in a huge  some places non-Unionists are asked for a pledge that after the
round W%@‘l)t“:’mrl:ﬁ ‘hux:afi 'i‘:f dép.r:n cl;ch(:[s)wi:y g:“‘:"f:; strike they will pay up their dues and become union members.
mi“g['s wile. [ 1nisi 1 Y I S Tha Ogle \ J y
and water closet, ‘but 1 have never yet seen one of the latter mhﬁ_x‘:dw;g;;gghd': ¢ my " m:s'eo;:eer“‘v:m ’" ﬂg:lnz
iat worked | properly 1or ' was: amything but a danger to. the "0y s possible the ' work ' of ' thédé kitchéns
bealth of the inhabitants, The. air is always full of the 'stmll - In these areas, the {feeding "of the 'ratiop: : fad?dl'l!);

dothes wet or pit cothes «dryingy Over the miner’s Wwives s on at the Communal Kitchetis #nd " * : ol
Seryday, hangs.dhe fear of whgt may happen at any.{ime. Not B3 o

’ i " X by the coal mivers of Great Britain, one new fact has
only serve to mask his capitulation to the standpoint of Herbert ; . ‘ beey
Smiy!h. Thanks to this deglaration, Cook has, for the first time ’"flrk‘@y ev“:‘::c' LiW e 1ae ?au':-' ':[ﬁuprefa‘? ol A ikitany
since’'the-outbreak of the great struggle, allowed himself to be Im‘n';a"‘""“gs re wo:ern;( :ﬁp;"; bo{:kom "‘:e o Wikes
guided by the principles of the Report of the Coal Commussion. = - :'yh:lu pme\got;s ux;e; e B g ML Conprag
At the same time the official leaders of the railway workers and  '2'* n‘g ythn 4 efe bowev '[ )thcr m.’ :“"4_ U the
transport workers have declared that their hands have been “k‘::“ :h - ’”9 e !f;rb e e lhenh have
tied as a result of the capitulation' which followed on the gede- ’mw" emealves :’ g; flome b s € Ivh. Iy
ral strike, so that they camnot support the fighting miners by e.am wmu:nlﬂ;a\; n c:;ngnti M wages. lugh jood
préventing the loading and transport of coal. prices | wieh ausing ditions to 2 realisation thy
; g ) revolutiogary action is the only thing that ean change iheir o,
The fighting English mipers are therefore threatened with  anq their sutiering has peen such that they are no longe: afraiy
greaj dangers. But even on an infternational scale there is not  of revotution, but eager dor it. A new nuiitant SPIFit 15 yrowing
sufficiently emergelic support to be seen lor the struggle of the up amongst them, snown by the ipcrease in the nwbers g
English miners, The opportunist leaders of the international  women nwmbers of the Commamist Party in the mining aress
labour movement have prevented the mobilising of the prole- and by the new interest and active participalion Ol in¢ women

: : e . . upplies has been set''up thdt'in a revolutiofigpy ‘erisis
wariat in the most importapt coal areas and ports. In the Ger- in the activities of the trades uniops, the Labour Paity ang the only 11 ﬂzﬂ‘l"ligdﬂr:‘ﬁfgom t&i‘?o,vmd Li:ﬁgﬁ;?," ;‘:the;hig wod prove ‘invaluable. The supplieg for the fes Y
mgn mmlng \d’uw)’ overtime 1§ bemg worked Coal is bemg Strike mmm of Action. Iﬂt'ﬂl ng e gt drowned, but ever)’d‘ay in the mnﬁ of from the COOP?I’I“W 'Soé{eliep as 'a whole and ifn’tHe Quijldsé
exported to England from Hollapd and Poland. At its recent During the Oeneral Strike and for about a week aier, | nearly

Rritain mer:are killed and maimed. . The roof callapses the cage of these bodies also our woiteti are at work. | @ 11 Lo/ ik

sifting the Bureau of the Second Internationa) only dealt with  was down in the South Wales Coalfield. A ljftle later | pad a rope breaks, a! journey of trams runs away and, some y The Party carrids on worlen’s meetings ever{WH:fg‘;%?g

“inner organjsatory questions”, and displayed not the least visit fo the Scottish coalfield in Lanarkshire, and i tou these
interest in the strike The L. F.T.U. and the Miners International  areas | had an opportusity of witnessing how the nuncers «.ves
arg coamiving at the manoeuvre of the reformist leaders ol the  apd children are facing the struggle. Atter the treacher; of the
miners who are doing all they can to take advantage of the cowardly leaders ol the Trade Usmpn Congress the miuc:s have
favourable situation created through the strike. At the recent been fighting alone. Iheir courage is unbroken, though i very
Conference of the Miners International in London, po mention  bitter spirit against those who deserted them is prevalem, bu
was made of an international miners’ strike, in spite of all the they are detenmined to carry their fight to victory even though
high-sounding wards and heroic gestures of the trade umion |t should last many maouths.
bureaucrats. Ihe question of material support for the muners’ The mmhms of the Brifish miners’ before the sinke
struggle was deleted from the agenda, as it was declared that, started were the most wretched T have ever seen i
as in any event it would be impossible to raise the amount of Wages in cases | know were so low that a man after working
mouney actually required, it would be better not to do 3'%‘*‘*“8 a full week had to apply to the Guardians for money 10 buy
at all. The,gentlemen who call themselves “leaders” of the in-  1pod at the end of it. Unemployment which up t6 1921 had been
ternatiopal minjng proletariat have dome nothing in order 10 rare was beginning fo be prevalept. The ditioris of work and
prevent the export of coal to England. the dangers to the life othrthc miper, WeTre becortung worse. His
. : housing is the worst in Great Britain. Things were so bad thal
PR | {?:g mhstfﬂzﬁe tgf lhr:alg)r?é.l‘isl:nr?lint:res ig“ﬁ::‘:‘::g‘:\i in S:leand | have more than once heard 85 miner’s wile sa)
with great dangers, In these circumstances it is quite natural ﬁwfvd‘{emn?v: 0‘i| i eogsmblel;‘\;lke;;l:uﬂ e were beloje. We ma)
that the Central Council of the trade unions of the Soviet Union Since 1021 the . wages of :l 3“"1“ coal hewer have never
has demanded the convocation of the Anglo-Russian Committee. . "1 e than £ 3',10"“{2[ week yu‘g average wage ol the auner
e bl e more necesary s o wumber of represenatves % G G i 's ol wage and | naye repeaely i
of thlso;:gn\k)cahon. Al ' ‘ shown pay dockets totalling 33—, 40—, 37/en, and >0 on.

. the tenider mercies of the owners -compensation or a  cOmniftees o the miners' wiyes which repor( to 'the
;rlf:;, ‘;,ie,f o ae meetings have been set'n:}g\ in some ayeas t!o qunifé g é )
n‘ N

n oost jmimng areas..the' coal com is also the owner dquestions cohnected with the industry. S tacés
of mle minbi"ﬁl‘m:lszds and reats are dedupc&tzg from wages before 1S talk of maintaining an drg'aninhvgg' of ‘wiVes“iff ¢o
the men are paid. The rents are:very high in proportion to the with the union even after the strike is over. }’hmw 14 render
wage. In Scotland they range from 8/- to 15/~ per week and in flie women more corversant with the politics of the ¢ 1#!
Wales they are a little higher. This system has one good point- wounld make them understand fot merely that" there is “a*%tril
when miners are on strike they pay no rent. But that does not but the why and Wherefore of any 'strike. 1 think it wﬂdfdﬁ
compensatg, for, the loss of, wages, . . ‘ e men to fight more cqnageogﬂy it tHey wéte'"suﬁ?;g!mw
‘M'&ﬁﬂ&d& oL COBhlld ot ‘Abtioh tivd babhl scl ) Support of the women. ‘ T i
all over South Wales, i@ thé}haegs o) which all the conduct ., The chiel reason of course for é?e‘“"g}' A sf ) ¢
of this struggle is placed. On every council of action, | saw  W)ves gi {hal their cpnditiosis will be so eadful 1f they “lg
there Wwere ﬁmm comfrades and many Communist Women the ‘strike that they simply cannot face the possibilify, IE
comrades. Undg¢r the command of these councils of action are all lose they stand 1o accept a reduction of from 20 to x % ©
the active: women of jeach, district, who are detailed for ywork their prévious wages. In many cases'it is simply nkable.
1 th as, . In.the: Rhondda Valléy where 1 was, the The possibility of a defeat has turned many into the Commu-
Counc: 6{ Ks‘ﬁou was gﬁe Local Soviet,and had charge of the st arty, Their former indifference has completely disappgared.
District at feast during the 'Oenerallgétrike. They said which They recogaise the class siruggle and know clearly .w wch side
safety men were to wark.in the mioe. Ii the owners agent wanted they are on. e i
4 man pbxy,j;gfl itg, ask lor him from the, Council, E{ey settled B ‘ . il
g, Vo g ot o, o0 el £ ey
ot the werk, W & 8 o ega o our AnNC /
womnen 'Wgﬁ%ﬁ) WA m PW‘W& niodhgq;l o‘:ﬁ,c Thg Coal Strike in Britain and t‘hle} oung
it

that the leaders of the General Council will simply sabotage stand it more thao 3 days per week. In that case he is onl\ pad
the work of the Anglo-Russian Committee. It is, of course, for 3 shifts. He s never,paid jor small ecal ~— only for ihe large
also possible that, just as they previously refused the material coal. He is not paid for the time taken up in getting irom his
help of ‘the Soviet trade unions, they will also reject help tor  place to the shadt when he knocks oft at the end of his shih and
the English miners. Moreover, it is possible that the represen-  that may take him an hour or more. The purchasing power ol
ratives of the General Council will turn up in full strength but these wages 1s very iow. Belore the strike in an average funers
will not adopt any serious decision. We must keep all these home food was ali that could be bought with the wages atier the
possibilities in view. rent had been paid, and very poor and mswfideﬂ(\ lu)«:' & 124"5
- ; i h3 a0 , - Usually they had meat about once per Wweek. lhe other ¢
in spite of the shameful treachery of the leaders, the General y hey . ‘ e 1 3he0-
Coungcil is still the leader of the E{lgliah labour, movement, 1t  they subsisted on patatocs, bread, and margarine. Buite: ‘v“mln
L st " 3 ~ : : lutely unknown in almost any worker's home in Britan
is still possible for the General Council, by means of a single X ) . but 1 bng-
appeal, to mobilise the whole of the English working class in Scotland "h;)' ‘:;’ ‘r“dgo"“d d??l of Q:Pdrrr'gg;'m:' cheese 18
support of the fighting miners, It is still possible for the General 'and, tea, bread aud mmargarine with per aps

Sometumes for an adult man with a famliy for a full week's work foed 4 iners. : o v oioe
W hat, however, can the Anglo-Russian Committee do under t 1 —. It is seldom owing 1o the nature of bis work thut a colher ::i:f‘ ‘&gw&”“‘%m :;g ;’:ﬁ?;ll’mﬂl m children, ; 4s M efs TRV 1‘-,1 ‘r::l‘.' i
the present circumstances? Do there exist any prospects of  works a lull week of 5 shilts. \Sometimes he stapds waiting lorf well and %‘“'I‘ St ! '-““)gq e, erﬂlﬁlﬂhke By W. Williams (South-Wale&?. " "Lf".' #
success > Will the Enilish come to the Conlerence? Can one. trucks ta fill with coal. Sometimes for timber for the rooi or lor el e | Ji vy A'gﬁ om 6 years up M&W"# L’I"h struggle that is now being waged in the minu ' ‘m‘m -
after the treachery which was committed n connection with  repairs. li his place is a bad one and they have to work Qg&lmw y‘ %'qﬁ'ﬂ\g q of ﬁz&.,!odd. and, the qu@n- : -e-“-l“gge ﬂfm’b m‘i closest asfention :ﬁhﬁm’r’
the General Strike, sit at the same table with those who are raked in water, lying dowi, in cramped posiuons, or have © tity varies. i LN fter, i ) wq;y - avail lﬁ. and, in Wﬁt u Bl[‘:lim&-.?m mfwu&? e < : 'Mi*
guilty of throttling the General Strike?lIt is, of course possible  crawl nules through narrow passages, - - he may not be iie ¥ Cases oup‘b )%'E"‘Thé mba“;&i’“‘ ‘ﬁﬂi{‘ﬂf‘ haye 'bﬂ*{ mmi &% are sy:ugg:lim tom*imin even theinipresert
1 Cauneil, of Actian i (

lno? because Hhe women on th, I qf Achion insist on ik ieeable, standard of existence. 1he conflict is-being fought out
Iy fhe ondfig wete, given. sometimes meat, and (P()ulqcs. with @rim detensunation by the miness, because they realise ghat
Sometimes, fruft, bananas and apples and bread and butfer, it'thewére o, shar natowidh be -
ud somefimes eggs, These meals were prepared somietimes in g = m‘*”"""mmﬁ l“‘"’l iy ‘“‘i w"l'di“"d” Hpon ',“"“’l"l e
the schools, bat, 1. tho ,:cas'gé in, fhe vestries of fhe churches. . e . e of the past, liftle’ ‘
The teachers. were ;;nc rge of the children dufipg the mesi @ ‘In fthe prescnt dispute, as mydbse__ ol past, little ’ﬁﬂ

hoyrs. The mon l‘or“'l#fasad' g, comes fro &?ﬁ)m Guas- sald, about the position of the 'young WQ&M it 'the 4
didns, Under fhe ]ngessitohs.&;(dxen's Act” teachers are enl, indastry. With the sole exéeption of ‘thé Y. C! L. of thin

a1 ; ; : 10 orgitisation has directed attentioti''to I§pboidl" pré
i Qf:‘"m'“mg S funds:, Chidegn i ey oy mﬂn lade. This has been remedied 5 Sorme extent by (hé

TR ot ol g X * which have been carried’ Sut'by the’Y. C./L."6f Bri-
rmf‘:;‘ﬂ;?;;ﬁmr hve.ast, “Ib‘}:’:dcaﬁk,) ‘p“;ﬁ{’r"’ *;:;,fg‘ tain, But thach still remdins to be don gnyi-iﬁﬁ“ jon, heg);e
e also. 1y bi)':ﬁ;;glw rpm the, ’ o the actua] conditions of the Joung riners are bir t it the

; s vde jans. In some . the, wosfien on, licht &f te i Tauiau st ot ke (I
® i i : i i their most typical meal. The familly'’s clothes are'vpm\.de d by the Co ) : ight ¥ K : |
Lounmd cquP to m;;re:ent ?vgx;tnrx‘lbein:)%‘ wﬁglt‘te:rdl:n lthi,,g“‘f)raﬁzrfg ' 12 the “tally man”, who calls once a week :lmd is g:xd at the ::n"; lffe ol::gl,l ig,%m L3 i&’r 11%;_ éﬁ;ﬁ‘.g& g%wmﬁm; The conditions under which he pitfads w k.;’a#é‘
ish 'railwa , o of 64 or 1/— or at most 1'6 per week. His'goods are poot ool feadiy MR LRHIENS - Ui i such  that their vitality , i, 5y o e, ey
prevnt be Eogion ralws. workers, tansport worker wnd S0l i st ke whet vecan gl w0 R R Tl ASPSET oy Ti ek bl o Cafhning
& 't?‘ Willrnbe l-lv L.J 0o 1he pisciose of Pfdw the The housing it the coal areas is the worst 1n Girea: Hf'[ilf]l-: suflering Tom's d“” meﬁ A 3 which hﬁ;&“ Ty We aré oid ) iy, But et
Giene aJu(::ouncil 1093260?: o all thespe measures. Th‘e'lﬁrade especially in Scotland. In Wales, which is not such au ol :‘,’raer opened” for zt:wieeﬁﬂ{rﬁl thtﬁ':-{,;' i -and,  women .is the. this. enf of, fact fo 5g8 Wb‘“u“
U '01rxs of the Soviet Union will fulfil their international duty field, it is slightly better. But | have never seen anything ™ k- Laboyr Women’s Fund, which w’s‘. ; v {He. g?’ﬂy, i mqﬁiy, Ve, IR RLY, CASES
:32‘1( up to the end. The matter now rests with (he General ::M:‘"S‘“gﬁ;gm the life in mmol?eg‘:r% ll:‘:\}(""m IE:";‘!' ]f 16 Aika doig good wo 0§ e, et winecs, wall v i; £ ‘uf{p;!' éian'v’qﬁ‘ s
Coungil of the Eaglish Trades Union Congress. hrgr: In :lﬁ.twau of this room, locally known as a “single end” y mill{eon galy R 3PS LR R g;e Msia?'%' 5 : m e "at 6 oclogk in fheplang
' - there are ohe Or two set in beds in ;hich the Wh"‘fh:“‘“:‘}'z m the W,& eqs"" ‘,,' 7 (} s :Bﬂ‘,%‘x ‘mmﬁ i ' reny ‘ethe"mfll'el"&‘( ![g’ ARG
curtati door i recess gives o it Oftr i Y HOITRES X, . y [ . 1
:’lreiﬁchmle c;rr'x C;nravae. The (:‘ir:ggﬂgaare small gand look ouf 0 requl 1108 B 1 neseen sy o i deamovom ceslr gohibow % e ]Wtsr‘wg..‘“m%~

on the opposite row or on a rubbish heap as the cas¢ may
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in some cases earlier, and trudge to work in the early hours of

) sight than to see
Iads 'of temder years, small, undersized, and under-

trudging up the moumtain sides, to the ool-
lh&fn'w blast a winter’s morning. it is no less
revolti to see them off fo work in the summer time, to labour

of the mines when they showdd be epjoying the

sumshige. _
1 The:saiping of the men commences at two o'dock i the
«ym“:ﬁtis:l:!uns agein that it is 3 o'dock belore the last
eaan: reaches the surdace. By the time they walk home, m.; their
Sondednd: bath, it is four o/clock and: in some cases five o'dock.
What we are told is a seven. hour day is in reality anyth
betwieen an 8 or 9 hour day when these things are considered.
;. When we come 0 Md::mp::fd &ow;:{{io‘\lvem:“n:
o give a v _ the )
o teg mtureer:{ the method of paying wages in the
jing i . There is no general rate of wages por each
g, applicable for the whole of the ¢ elds in Britain, on
- contrary, the rates payable are difierent each of ; the
twelve different coalfields. In all the coalfields, however, wages
arg, made up in the following manner. Basic rates have been
arrived at in the vanious coalfiglds, but on these hasic rates
) e is payable, thpﬂ)unt being determined by the
' the mustry in each of the coalfiglds. These per-
; uks.‘gwdom, are fuctuating constantly, although uuder
ferms of the 1921 and 1924 Agreements, a pational minkuum
ntage wes. arrived af below which wages could not fall
. Will be dear therefore tbai while wages are not the
same in the different coalfields, awing to the dilferences in
thyg, basic _rafes, arrived at before the war, yet the aninimum
g O fiese aces won Soliined oabonl, agiom
e mrners ) ‘
ag\reaiwnt.x 1‘3 it does not mnm that uniform wages are paid

th ifain. '

r‘f % wide differepces in the amounts id_in

gl& ariqus ,distridts cay be gathered from the following
res;
Age

Lowest Paid District Highest Paid District

—

‘ s. d. s. d.
t4 years , . . . . 1 10 per day 3 5 per day
16 years . '3 8 pér day 5 4 iper day
20 years . . 4 8 per day 8 1 per day

The above figures serve to show the position of the lads
in the hjghest s}nd the lowest paid district, but it must b¢
.,mff‘faﬁh in ‘the ofher 'districts the :waﬁes paid ocdame

somewhere between the two T3 given above. 1t we strike an
average for all the coalfields 'c'a‘l'say that the average daily
wages paid 10 lads n the ageigroups given ahove, are as ollows:
at 14 years, 2/11 per day, at 16 years 4'- per day, and at
20 'years 5/6 per dav b )

This was the wages position ‘of ‘the young miners before
the present dispute broke odt, Mnct were only 33 1/2 per cent
above thiese paid 1n 1014: while' the eost of living  figure stood
at 74 per cent above that of 1914. Since 1991 ‘there Has been a

deterioration i -the"standard 'of existence' of 'the

,miners. And 1 must alsoibe’ vemembered. that, consequent

upon the decline in the Britishecoal 'trade, unemployment and

short time, has become a feature of the cpal industry. How

iqos the problem, of shost time has become can be seen when

ik i out that it has become gemeral for the whole

i ¥, and that in many collieries -oply three and four days

avere worked. |

m,! o what were the pr als of the coalowners that led

tq.‘hg, present dispute?, The demands of the coalowngrs can be
.as lollows:

" Ts:txonal minimum of 20% upon standard of 1914 (present

pjgimym 33.5%).

aam strict agreements,

e orking to be increased from 7 to 8 day.
e us se' these proposals and see what they actually

BE into concrete form the coalowners proposal means the
Mﬂ‘redudion’in the average wages of y workers.
Yads''at 14 years of age would receive 2/7'/y per da/;
mstead of 2/11d, a reduction of 3'/«d; at 16years of age 3
inafead of 4/- per day, a reduction of 5d per day; and at 20 years
YQ ingtead of 6/5 per day, or a reduchion of 1/1 per day.
" But ﬁe sécond point in the demands of the coalowners, namely
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a return to district :gxl-:amms is even .more devastating wy,
the first,~because 1t at breaking “the unity ‘of the minery
national osganisation and would ultimately have the cfiey
of splitting the miners up into districts, thus reducing e
miners to impotence. W and conditions of labour woyy
be settled on a district, instead of natiopal 'basis, and (h
would enable the coalowners .systematically to.'crush down the
minérs’ still further by astacking them district: by district, Thyg
the coalowners hope so 10 weaken' the resistance of the mineps
that after a brief period, possibly six or twelve months, they
would be able once again to ‘apen an ofiensive with a greae

[.)od of viotory. ,

‘he third. point in the proposals of the coalowners, nimely,
an- increase in the working day kromk seven to ‘eight hours, s
ope which must be fought with vigour. From the pit-lad's poin
of view, this is one of the danger spots in the present struggle.
Eight hours exhausting ioil in the coal mines would leave them
with dittle time, energy, or inclination for any sort of recreation,
and the young miners know this, hemce their bitter opposition
lnmy‘lenmhen'm&oi the warking day. In addition, a lengthemng
of the working day must lead fogreater unemploymen! in the
mining industry, and consequently/ more suffering for the lads
in the mining areas.

These. are the points around which the struggle i being
waged in the mining irdustry in Britain. 1 the muner< are
defeated in the present struggle, the praspect will not be a happy
one for them. Furthermore, a defeat would be a defeat not
merely for the miners, but for thewhole working clas.. Ths
is' the meaning of the strike of the British Coal Miners and
is the reason.why they should be supported by the international
working class movement. ! '

For the Convocation of the Anglo-Russian
Committee.
Moscow, Jupe 30, 1020.

An article in the “Pravda” pojms out the international si-
iicance of the proposa)s of the Central Council of the Labour
ions of the U.S.8/R. to''caft’ {ofgether ‘the Anpglo-Russian

Committee immediately fyéf fhe putpose of supporting the British

miners. :
The ur arions' ot the U.S/S'R. recognise the dangers
which thresten the strugglé of the miners and have taken the

initiative to ward off these dangers. The danger for the momen:
is in the attitude of thé qtmu'rs Jeaders who are in contac: wilh
the' General Councit'and 'the Labonr Pnr? Cook’s declarations
against fhe eight hour day afe’actuaily a fsguised preparedness
0 take Up negatiatjopss  inchxding wage reductions upon the
basis' of the report “of' the Coal isgion. The strike is also
threatened mfremﬂt?nﬂ])’bem@ﬁhne m saial squpgn cam-

ign is ot ‘sufficiently strong. i ry of Germany
?sm\agrno king overtime, Poland and Holland are exporting coal. the
Secoid ’ nternational simply ii'nones the struggle, the Amster-
dam leaders are sabotaging the questiom of an international
mifiers sirike and neglecting the material support of the Britsh
ntiners. :

The demand of the Labour Unions of the U,S.S. R. for the
calling together of the Anglo-Russian Comimittee coincides with
the declarations of a number of representatives of the British
miners upon the necessity for this step . . . It is possible that
the Jeaders of the General Council will simply sabotage the ac
tivities of the Commrittee but the chief thing is the struggl Uf
the miners which per rily demands a ilisation of AT;
forees -to save the strike from damh{ are threatenng
. its treachery the Oeneral Council femains the leader
of the Writish working class and Has' still tht(fossnbﬂuy by L;1n
am‘ 1o mobilise the whole Briﬁ* worki ass o assist Er
minefs. 1t"can also cause the intéruafi mhovement 10 .mwﬁ
the miners by appealing for the abolitiom of overtime, the cX
of coal {0 Cireat Britain and the export of coal imland 1€
An:lo-&:;nn&:mm ought to be catied together for

' 'these measures. AR U
mﬂm I n“nniqu of the U. 8.S. R are prepared 10 h]ﬁt"‘
their duties accanding to the slogap of ingerpational “’“d?}lh‘e
B e Sa owgt by b vl Y
itish miners. The struggle owever only,
mﬁ'wmﬁt all the I;ggges of the Brifish and the inlerna“f’ﬂ"
working class movement. For this reason the {abour union:
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the U.S.S. R. e the calling together of the Anglo- Russian  of upheaval in the country. They hastened to seek the aid of
Umty Committee. dt:is aow for geneul Council of the British

Trades Union Covngrcss to speak.

The British General Council on the
proposal 'to ' Cotivene the Anglo-Russian

' Moscow, July 3rd 1926,

In reply ‘10 the proposal of the Soviet Trade Unions that
the Angl<y§MSian Jnity Conmittee be imummediately convened,
Citrine. the Secretary of the OGeneral Council of the British
[rades Union Congress has senf a telegram to Comrade Doga-
dov, the Secretary of the Central Council of the Trade Unions
of the Soviet Union, in which he acknowledges the receipt of
the proposal and states that the" Oeperal Council will discuss
his matter apd will sepd 4 reply to the Soviet Trade Unians as
so00 25 opportimity aflords. '

SOLIDARITY WITH THE BRITISH FIGHTERS

Solidarity Action of the Russian Metal
Workers.
‘Moscow, 20th June 1026.

The Plenary Session of the Central Commitiee of the Metal
Workers Union of the UJ. 8.8, R. which is at present in session
m Moscow adopted the following resolution oonoerningo the
results of the assistance of the metal workers of the Soviet
Umon for the miners ‘af Grest Britain.

Collections! have been~earried on since the beginning of the
lockout in the British mines, im all local organisations of the
Metal Workers Union| the ! contributions thave ranged between
a quarter and-a half days pay. The results up to the 28th june
were 500,000 sRoubles, imcluding 30,000 Roubles fromv the
Central Committee and 10000 Roubles from the Leningrad
district comunittee, ' ‘

These sums will be sént through the central council of the
labour unions of the U.S.SoR. to the British miners.

in this way 780,000 meta] workers have proved their loyalty
o the ideal of the internatiomal ‘solidarity of the working class.

In the mame of the whole membership and having regard to
the appeal of the strugagﬂng Britistr miners the Central Committee
decdares that the metal warkers of the U.S.8. R. will continue
their assistance despite ¢he protests of the conservative govern-
ment of Great Britain.

We profest energetically 'against the attempt of the British
government {o imtervene 'ip thé internal affairs of the Soviet
government. We ppomise the, British miners that we will do
everything in our er to prevent the capitalists starving them,
their wives and thmchd’qmn 3 4

Fight on and. guard, yourselves against freachery!

The Metal. Workers.kinion of the U.S.8.R. appeals to the
Berne International of Metal Workers and to all its affiliated or-
ganisations to¢reate an imternation fund immediately so that the

British miners should ‘not ‘be forced back to work through
hunger. At

i‘“ﬂ live the victory of-the British Miners!

Long five the inerngtional sglidarity of the miners and the

Metal workers!

U
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THE TRIAL OF RAKOSI AND COMRADES |
v R YTY: A i
Release’ Rakosi from Prison
’ 4 - By«Clara Zetkin '

Reévolgtion jn Hyngary — which should
) nfj — was crushed by the
R s&g{Tswm ifs much-

“democracy” and m:ﬂpea]cd to the West. Their revolutionary
energy confined i in general to representing in more or less
phantastic national costumes the Hungarian people, and winning
applause for the revolution and themselves at public meetings.

It was otherwise with the leaders of the venturesome Hungarian
Soviet Republic of 1919, which was drowned in streams of blood
with the active assistance of Western democracy. Many had the
happy fate of (alliﬁ in the fight, and almost equally large num-
bers were murdered by the Horthy bandits ater 1%0 most bar-
barous -tortures. The survivors have gathered together w the
revulmlonar{ advance-guard of the international proletariat. With
burning zeal and with-self-sacrificing devetion, they live for the
purpose of again rallying behind thfs advance-guard a firm, well-
mﬁp»pped. anpy corps of Hupgarian proletarians, and peasants
allies. In spite of the constantly raging white terror, they are
w rcstlinF on their .tative soil with. the eountersrevolution for the
souls of the enslaved and exploited, undeterred by the terrible
price they have to ray: severest sacrifices, unexampled dangers,
liberty and life itself, They do not shine brillianly on the spriace
of social life, they work earnestly, noiselessly in its dephts. As
the embodiment. of suych inexorable, revolutionary epergy, our
comrade Rakosi will stand before -a court which possesses not
the least competence to sit in judgment.

It is the most elementary duty of every worker to raise his
voice in order to wrest this brave, loyal champion of the dis-
inherited trom the claws of the bloodstained, accursed crew. It
is his duty even-if in his soul, class consciousness is only first
begmmy to rise as a flickering flame of bope for the emsanci-
pation the proletariat from capitalist wage slavery, — that
supreme aim, for the realisation of which comrade KRakosi has
fought and .warked with firm uoshakability.

It was the ?uole\&riat of the bourgeois States alone which,
during the fearful crushing of the Hungarian Soviet Republic,
in one front with the Russian Soviet Republic which was fighting
for its Jife, esteemed and defended the honour of hwmanity. Every-
where the bourgeoisie, morally and politically, showed its sym-
pathy with the mouostrous thirst for b .with which the
counter-revolutionaries sought to wreak vengeance for the periad
of fear un which they xroniled for thewr possessions and er.
lhe proletariat will also now remember the class disty which it
has 1o fulfil for its own cause and for its bold, upright champians.
Ihe greed of the hangmen must be thwarted by the demon-
strations of the mass will of the proletariat. The result of the
trial is of symptomatic sigmficance in the days when the English
democracy is showng itself in all its naked brutality as thg
dictatarship of the bourgeoisic; when Pilsudski is following in
Mussolini’s fqotsteps; and when tbe Presidept of the German
Republic is coming forward ever more shamelessly as the guar-
d'an of the crowns and the money bags of the dethroned Cerman
princes.

The international proletariat must anticipate the judgment of
history and must ren(fex it ioymediately etfective. Snatoh Rakosi
from the dock, wrest him from the hands of his jailers! Place
n the dock the governing and ruling mwrderers, robbers and
banknote forgers!

To the Aid of Rakosi and his Comrades.
Resolution of the Fifth Party Conference of the C. P. of France.

The band of Hungarian assassins and franc fol of
Horthy-Bethlen are preparing fresh acts of violence against the
advance-guard of the Hungarian labour movement who are con-
stantly exposed to the cruelest persecution.

({omré:des Rakosi, Weinbef;: and others have only com-
mitfed the crime of having attempted to organisé a Communist
Party in Hungary. They are now in the hands of the Hungarian
hangmen, In a few da{ys they will appeary before the court of the
Hungarian bourgeoisie. ES AL

e class justice which was so il nt fowards the franc

forgers will be gl the ?bdand irfous towards our com.
rades. Thdir'lives are in 'danger. * ,
The filth Party 1 of ' the Communist Party
Francé confirms ful) | “brothierly - solidarity with the

¢hampions of orking cdlass of Hangary. Jt protests most
emphatically ' aj
proletariat, whi

ai secution 'to which thé Hungarian
rights, is exposed.’
a'g?(m’ in ﬁkm’

its
o
5t the perss e Hy
§ ived of the most elementary ' poftitical
“I#*emphasises the necessity of :{%
ifch’ still remain before the shameful  tris)
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in order to stay the hands of the Hungarian hangmen. ht stigma-
tises the attitude of the Hungarian social democracy which, by
its co-operation with the bourgeoisie, comstitutes the greatest
hindrance to the emancipation of the proletariat of Hungary. It
demands {he release of Rakosi and his comrades. M desnands
the greatest political freedom for the working class of Hungary

‘Long live the  Communist Party of Hungary!

' wall with the White Terror!
Long live the Communist International!

g POLITICS

An Attempt at a Counter-Revolutionary
Coup d’Etat in Turkey.
By S. lranski

ary organisation has been
e mns%irntors had: planned {o
start by murdering Mustapha Kemal asha, the President of
the Turkish Republic. Although' the attention of the Turkish
Press has been concentrated on this circumstance, it is per-
fectly clear that in this' case it ' was not a question of a political
act of vengence, ‘but of "pr arations for a big ‘cou detat.
Fvents of a simflar mature witich had taken place in Igaria,
Greece, Poland and Portugal were to be imitated in Turkey.
A 4imple emumeration of the participants in the conspiracy
which was disclosed (former Ministers OF the Sultan, deputies
and so on) that the planned upheaval made use of the
discontent of those circles ofiicjals &nd social' groups who
had lost their privileged position under the national regime ol
the new Turkey. & _ ) _
As the Turkish newspapers maintain, the abortrve ‘revolution
was based, as'daP as foreign imtgrests p&{cd a part, on the
interests of those Stites the foreign policy o which was not 1n
harmony with' the independence and the frée national develop-
ment of Turkey. S
The conspiracy originated in the heart of the so-called
“National Progressive I'arty”, which had been formed in 1024
when class contradictions began to assuirie a particularly ‘acute
character in Turkey, affer the Treaty of Lausanne came into
force. ' '
The Turkish National revolution is a revolution of the
asantry of Anatolia against the bourgeoisie who were either
oreign or' of foreign extraction, and relied on the Turkish
bourgeoisié and the ‘officials of Constantinople, Smyrna and other
large maritime towns )
r.g'Th"r‘d eaching sooial-political regroupings which had
{aken place in Turkish society and which had been a deciSive
factor in the obstinate fight of the Anatolian peasants for natiopal
celf.assertion, found expression both in the rqlitica'l and the
economic field. In the political field, the old po itical institutions
of the Suitanate and J:’ Caliphate. as well ‘as the capitulations
(privileges granted by treaty to certain foreigners) were abo-
lished; the Church was separated from the State, the Repub'ic
was proclaimed and a Democratic Constitution established [n
omics, njeasuyes werk: ke (jo ipprove; prasa
%ﬁﬁx er‘:)l,lways constructed from the centra dlsf!‘yacfs o
Anatolla 4o ‘the sea, so as to make it possible to convey agri-
cultural products directly to the foreign markets, State mono-
_polies of petroleum. sugar, maiches and tobaccq were intiQ-
duced, co-operatiye organisation ol the peasants and the in-
dustrialisation of the country were promoted, attempts were
made to regulate foreign trade by the Siate, the burden of taxa-
tion on the bopggeoisie on the sea-ports was increaged a\gldi
finally, resistance was ofiered 1o the atteripts of foreign capita
to get a footing in the ruumr{ _?nder congitions which woyld
have meant the enslavement o url{li)s'h national e.ctouomy. )
As regards the bourgeoisie of the sea-porls, Jis economic
ity d)\ded.';ip the past 0? trade with the West. where
it sold the foreign manufactures o ,h'iuxt'kgy. In ﬁl’el:nc}&."( T\llrkg)'.
is bour| isie, which was, for th une , as it always
&‘mggz’p ircfp the interior of Ang\oﬁmla'_by?th.e‘ Iaq};hot
ﬁ?ﬁb, _proved &seli,,ipf;apable of estabhs}ung) congectigns with
na
the

A great counter-revolutt
brought to light in Turkey.

interior and adapting itself the r.mids;‘._of ‘the
n:&samr?;) o?a, othes. hand, owing fo the .abolitiop of the
capitulations and the strict regime introdyced Dy, the National
Government with regard to foreign capi al, it began to lose
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s connections with this capital and to declme economic)),
Hence its attitude of opposition to the new regime and 115 coyy.

ter-revolutionary aims, saavy
As long as the war with Greece continued and peace neg,.
tiations were being carried on which afterwards led 15

Treaty of Lausapne, it was not possible for, I's Gy
ment y\o steer afpdled) j clear! At G m-"f)m;x «-‘;:,r,'l
iy, the el ts which were, di ith the Kem:
Egénn{'(wgrcm thou “Wsomhmﬂm qf*:ir‘ re:nhut::
they remained in Parliament W “pame of a second proyy
of the National Unity [’ar(v" e ilgls‘fojn‘tended element, A%\Aa\i‘\
hoped for the collapse of the Kemalist regime. As however the
wrend of the economic policy of the Angora (iovernment anly
made itself clearly felf alter Lausanne, quq as the new regime
was firmly established at the same tide, the discontended ele.
ments. revolted and resolved to bring their programme before
the public. In the hope of meeting With™ greater success, fhey
proclaimed the formation of a new parly under ithe high soup-
ding name of “Progressive Republicans”. I{eir plan was 10 hide
their reagtionary inteniions und‘fry ultrg-Lelt slogans. [n the
true demagogic way they pointed to Muystapha Kemal's “usurpa.
tion” of tﬁe rights of the people and op sed the centralising

action- ol -the Government. — 6

) ot fife s agrarians
bzm&mﬂ?ym mmmun”c ﬂ)m'g‘l <% of
the--party; - their “most” active” efemernts—~were recruited tront the
ranks of the old officialdom and the higher officers, who were

jr;i'ﬁg a few;ob )[E‘ ad;ﬂi&of)z: nayieny fregdom: spovemen
y :

who had personally broken_awa t.
The party started a grﬁpa’ Wainsl the ruling Natiom

party, against the Goweynment and, finally, against the "o~ den
Mustapha Kemal Pasha.
The London “Times” of ‘Nowember' 14th “1924 hasiened 1
aise the new party for #ts criticfsm “obieverystep 1aken by
Mustapha Kemal¥ and>to associate ‘with ife- snccess hopes for
the - “protection ot British- interests in Turkey”.

When on February 13th 1025 the urd Tevolt broke out. the
“Progressive Republican party®? 'began' 1o | put ‘alt possible ob-
stacles in the way of the Oo'ver-nw‘s.xﬁf:t against the Kurds
Thus on March 4th, the party voted-in Parliament against the
lsmei Pasha Cabinet being -granted| emebgendy .rights for the
suppression of the revolt; on M rch!8th i{ proposed a resoluton
10 remove Mustapha Kemal from ki$ position as President of
the Supreme War Council of Turkey; on March 31st the pary
protested against the introductian of . courts .magtial with ex
traordinary, powers in {he zones allected Uy the insurrection, but
in April it protested .against the prolongation ol .the staw of
siege in Kurdistan. At the pres¢nt moment the: party Press i
engaged” in, anti-Goverument, clerical propaganda in order 1
discredit | the, Government in every ,possible way,,

[he, more the instirrection was shppresseds the more decisive
were the measures taken by the.Goverdmient against the " .n0c
of every step taken by Mustapha Kemal”. Wheq, in the trial ol
Sheik Said, the legder oi,}.he.,lgum‘ revplt, it was proyed that the
“Progressive party” had taken part an fhe insurrection, it &0
dissalved by an order of the Gavernment dated July 3rd 195
The “Progressives”’ resartesd o, ity,, They pecupied them-
selves with mobilising the fnost ip mqn’c le | “ideological
reactionaries, strengthened their dotifiectiods with the reactio-
nary emigrants and with Hér Sreigh-protectors. It was it by
chance that they chose the present ahowment do/ appedr ot the
soenes. crad M VegalE T Vo

in Angora the agreement with 'regard to Maossul, which
18 absalutely contradictory to previows, deglaratiops of the Lw-
vernment, has just been signed; thanks to the introduction ot
monopolies, the prices of some foodsiufls baye risen onsiderah’
for the time being; a certain rise .ol wg can be observed o
consequence of a numiber of meastires of'tHe Governnicn! wh
were entirel

paftways and offier
edut (petarded 11
de and o

¢
¥
these growin, -pains of youn

culties wi txﬁ currency. [

duffi

national T 9 wdcf 1 19 apeby othe sypporict
"iacilitatjng"ﬁ'yeign ra?etwi?: order to”gl:}l'n e mﬂi"’f!“"“\:
foreign capital”. Had the comspiracy! succeeded. it would 11

meant the ‘“Bulgarisation” of Iurkq%t;,its internal pohitics

its return; 19 the fimes of the Sultap as qrqg'i'(s‘i.ntenul regime
apd gxgegn’.éy. its becoming 2 ?@ in the 'F%l%h‘dralﬁl’;y%l
combinations, Fortunately, this di¢. ot happen. The

expedient and necessary in the process of defending:

1be “,..,piragiy tmv” ithat the internal and external political
awanon of Turkey on its new pational basis has become so
jr stabilised that no efforts of the internal counter-revolution
wan succeed, even though it be supported by foreign interests.

The Workers and Peasants Party in Japan.
By Sen Katayama.

Ihe Japanese bourgeoisie first arose after the revolution of
1862 which overthrew the feudal regime and set up a constitu-
tional nmnar(“ﬁ%‘, and was first fostered in its growth and de-
velopment by the governmerr.

\lmost all the important industries, including the miues
and railways, were first built up and worked by the government.
Fyen to-day the government is the biggest employer of labour.

Japan Has passed fhrough a long, protracted economic
crisis which stirted with the hpancial crisis of March 1920 and
which was followed by an industrial crisis. In addition there
came the disastrous earthquake and fire in September, 1023,
which destroyed financial organs together with the wealth and
ndustries of Tokio and Yokohama, amounting 1o over five
milliard ven. his disastrous blow to the economic hie of the
country set back its financid] and economic recovery for several
vears. This is shown by the continued adverse balance ot Japan's
joreign trade. In 1923 ‘imports exceeded exports by 534 million
ven, o 1924 bg" 6460 million yen: but in 1925 the unfavourable
rade balance had decreased to 260 mullion yen as a result of
the depreciajion, ux ¢ the value ol the yen, In ' the: meantime,
however. the yéi has again risen, which will reduce the
possibiities of ‘export.) ' Y s v

All the parliamentary parties are afraid of the new elections
under the new election law, according to which the number of
the electars is increased from three millions to twelve millions,
which means that the workers and peasants who previously
had no vote will npw exercise the franchise.

The present mempers of Parliament who were returned by
means of election bribery .and corrupt election campaigns have
very little chapce of beir re-glgcted. Nevertheless they wish to
cng 10 po under a& circpmstances. While fighting among
themselves, these ¢orrupt parties have formed a solid united
front against the workers and peasants, and all of them voted
for the laws for,abe sappression of the workers and peasants.
Under such cicewmstanges the workers and peasants are awake-
ning 10 the pecespity of defending themselves. In addition (o their
wrade unions they, have fqrmed the Workers and Peasants Party
{Rodo Nomin To.).

This workers and, Peasants Party was preceded some months
ago by the Peasants, and Workers Party (Nomin Rodo To).
The letter party however, had. a very short life, namely, three
hours. 1t was -suppressed by the government under article 8 ol
the Fublic Peace Police Law. The new Party was formed on the
5th of March 1926. In the Organisation Committee oi the old
Party centrigt. uniors were more strongly represented along
with Left wing sympathisers. But w the new party the Right
and Centre have an absolute majority.

On March 5th there was held the inauguration Conference
o the Workers and *easants Party at which it was decided:

1) The workers’ and Peasants’ Party aims at emanci-
patng the prolefarian class, both politically, in accordance
with the existing conditions of the country.

2) The Workers’ and Peasants’ Party aims at reforming
by legal means: the exjsting system regarding land, industry
and distribution of wealth.

5) The Workers and Peasants Party aims at supplanting

the bourgedis . parties which represent the interes of the
privileged ¢lass and  reforming fundamentally the present

parhiament.

The programme of the Party contaiis eighteen points, among
them being : abalition of all anti-proletarian laws and all laws
&gainst colonial le; freedom for press, speech and organi-
aton. and the right to strike; reduction of armaments and
ieform of the military “system; abolition of customs tarifs and
axes on articles of copsumption and of daily necessity, and in-
oduction of high progressive taxation on property; pe?pl;s
diplomacy; establishment, of right to cultivate land; minimum

;‘WM prohibition; of. night. work and work in dangerous trades
r women ang chiildren; revision of factory, mines and seamen’s
aws efc; abolition of all measures restricting women in the
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selection of their occupation; insurance against unemployment,
sickness and accidents etc. '

The Party rules provide for individual membership and also
collective affiliation. In regard to the membership qualilication
two proposals were submitted. The first proposal provided
for the exclusion of all members of four left organisations, until
the party membership amounted to over 200.000. The second
proposal provided for the acceptance of members by local or-
ganisations, and in cases of dispute the decision to rest with
the Executive. The second proposal was adopted by one vote
which constituted a success for the Left wing.

The Party contribution 1s sixty sen, of which the half goes
1o the Central Fxecutive Committee and the other hall to the
local organisation

On the 30th of April there commenced the formation of
1ocal groups, which is proceeding with great success. As all the
existing parties dre deeply compromised by the cases of corrup-
tion which have led to the most scandalous scenes in parliament
in the last few days, the new Party finds a favourable soil. The
growth ‘of the Workers and 'Peasants Party is frightening the
government and the capitalists, and the government has therefore
already declared in the press that, if the Commumnist elements in
the Party gain the upper hand. the government will suppress if.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Victory of the Opposition in the
Metal Workers Union in Berlin,
By Erich Geutsch (Berlin).

The election of delegates to the Congress of the German
Metal Workers Union which is to meet on August 2 in Branen,
has resulted i a mamficent victory for the Smxmnon in the
Berlin adininistrative area. In spite of the fact that the entire
apparatus of the local Amsterdam admunistration and of the
Social Democratic PParty was placed at the disposal of the
Amsterdamites, the Opposition hst obtained a majority of 3400
votes, and will thus send all 13 Opposition Delegates to the
Congress. 1he list of the Opposition received 13,025 votes, that
of the Amsterdaniies 10,195, The participation in the election
.moumnted to 39% of the 61,500 members. As compared with the
clection of delegates to the trade union congress i 1925, the
participation mn the election has increased by 10%. At the election
in 1925 the Amsterdamutes received 7,800 votes. the Opposition
0884 votes. The recent election is therefore a welcome proof
of mcreasx.anJ activity and growing participation in the af-
fairs of the Union.

The Amsterdam local administration in Berlin of the Ger-
man Metal Workers Union already once suffered a similar de-
feat, but without drawing the consequences and submutting them-
selves 10 an election. In July 1923, when 50% participated 1o the
election, Amsterdam received 22,000 votes against 54,000 re-
ceived by the opposition. The flouting of the will of the inembers
at that wme in connection with the generally treacherous po-
licy of the trade umons in the inflation period. the refusal to
conduct any wages struggles, the treachery during the strike
against the Cuno government and in the Ociober fights, the
surrender of the eight hour day by the Emergency Powers
Act - all this led to a wholesale exodus from the Trade unions,
fromt which the Gecman Méfal Workers' Udijon in Berlin ‘was
ot exempy. The' Berliploca) administratioy 'which in the year
921 had a membership of 170,000 had suok by the end of 1925
10 62,340 members, that is below the 1913 level which amounted
to 88,000 members. - vio, A :

Among thg workers who had with n from the Crerman
Metal Workers Union fhere mymﬁoﬁqr edly many good re-
volutionary elements which, @as -g'mh of the unbounded trea-
chery of the Amsterdamites, had lost all belief in successful
{rade union work. The result of the election is, therefore, to
be appreciated as indicating that the Communist Party of Ger-
many has successiully come through the prol discussi
of trade union questions jch was conductet! right up
end with the last Gitrapt  Party comnades. The sl
“75 par cent of the work is work in the trade uniouS”,
has borne ity first fruits.

The excuse of the Amsterdamites, that the success of the
Berlin Opposition is due to the bad economic conditions will
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not hold water. There i1s po doubt that the great crisis with
its wholesale unemployment has driven many one-ume refor-
oust workers imto onr camp. But our success 1s mainly due
10 the clear and usambiguous attitude of our fraction in the
general meeting, in the meetings of the electoral bodies and
branches, who clearly recognised the crisis and indicated the
way out. Right at the commencement of the crisis the Com ru-
nwsts pointed out its special character. They dedared that the
conception of the reformists, according to which no struggle
uwst be conducted so long as there was no improvement 4in
trade, was a cowardly submission t ali the plans of the
employers, that the Rationalisation accepted by the reformists
as. upavoidable means a stabilisation of wholesale unemploy-
mem. Fvents have proved our statements to be owly 0o cor-
rect. The trade unions, wncluding the German Metal Woaorkers
Union which is one of the biggest organisations, must entirely
cHange their fighting strategy, must oppose the well organised
yers by forming big fighting alliances, must more than
ever place in the forefront the struggle for a sacialist economic
order. Before all, however, it is necessary for the German Meial
Workers Union to draw into the fighting front the buge army
of unemployed by granting easier conditions for their tance
in the Union, and, last but not least, by coming forwa%dly
on bshali of these masses who have been excluded from the
process of production. e T ’
Our victary, in the grealest frade union administrative posi-
tion - Germany is, however, -only the first step to further
advances. There exists nof the least doubt that the Amster-
damites will still ‘éHng tenaciously fo their posts. It is tHerefore
the task of the Opposition, by meass of unwearied, self-sacri-
ficing every dav work, to capture every lunctional position, even
the most insignificant.  These functional positions stil rema.n
the strongholds of the reformists apd, along with an unscra
pulous interpretation of the local statutes, form the basis of their
majoritv in the Berlin General Meeting.

No chicapery and no excusion irom responsible co-opera-
tion in the work of the Union, no matter how deliberately
carried out, will hold back the Opposition from their purpose
of completely winning the greatest administrative positions.
Berlin has, in round figures, about 250,000 men and women
employed in the metal industry. To argamse these, if possible,
100 per cent in the CGerman Metal Workers Union, and along
with them to convert the Union wmo am iron. class. conscious
bulwark against the insolent and incapable employers. is the
aim of the Opposition. : ‘

The example of Berlin must serve to indicate the direction
n which we must work in the whole the country. We have
letained in our hands numerically equally important positions
wuch as Stuttgart, Solingen. Fssen. Hanau Plauen. Halle and
others. But the reformists still have very many strongholds in
the country. It is necessary 1o win these also.

Ihe victory in Berlin and the progress in the country
generally are also to be we'conned from the noint ol view of Inter-
wational Trade Union V/mity. The Opposition has carried on
a tenacious fight for the acceptance of the Russian Metal Workers
Union i the (Berne) Metal Workers' International and for the
sending of an official delegation from the Union to Soviet
Russia. To continue this fight. with definite and conscious aim.
m the sense of a big left bloc in the lLabour Movement, will
be the further task of the oppositional metal workers.

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

Confirmation by the Presidium of the
E. C. C. L. of the Expulsion of Korsch and
Schwarz.

Moscow, July 2nd 1026.

The “Pravda” publishes the following decision of the Pre-
cidiom of the E.L.C.L of June 22nd:

The Presidium of the E.C.C. L resolves to confirm the ex-
pulsion of Korsch and Schwarz from the C.P. of Germany and
to refuse their invitation to Moscow, as Korsch and Schwarz,
in their information sheet “Kammunistische Politik”, in public
speeches and in the sitting of the German Reichstag of 10th of

No %

June ‘1920 have carried out a number of direet counter -y,
lionary attacks against the Commuaist Party of Gemmany, 1gaing
the Communist International and against the ' Proletarinn ..
atorship in the Sovier Union. At the same time they hay. (.
tinued and emphasised their anti-QomMumMuMISt VIEWS and 1oy
on account of which they were rightly excluded from th. ( ¢
of the (., P. of Germany, They are enemiep; of, Comngnisar agains
whom ‘everv homest Party member must conduct the <hire
struggle. .

The “Pravda’” welcomes this decision of the E C « | 4
the confirmation of the breach which has long exXisted beiween
Bolshevism and this group of ultra-Left petty bourgeois

Korsch and Schwarz have gone along the jpath of Phiiime
who have become crazy and have returned tQ the bourgioise
*hey have rapidly and consistemtly passed through the .iiges
of ultra-Left Communism up 10 the wildest social-fascism N\o -4,
will regret this loss, except a few ultra-Left groups in the ¢ p
of Germany (Ruth Fischer and Urbahns) and in a few ohe
parties (Bordiga, Italy; Domski. Poland), i e oui'y those groups
which right up to the end befended Korsch before the CGerman
Central. The Comintern will not allow itself 10 be muslel by
the outcry of these allies of Left social-fascism. As was 1o be
expected. the E.C.C.1. confirmed the expulsion of Korwch and
Schwarz, Before the whole international workng class we end
them the following farewell greetings: “Cio and eal the bread
of the bourgeoisie!”

The Berlin-Brandenburg ‘District Party
Conference of the C. P. of Germany.
By P.R.Dietrich (Berlin),

On the 3rd and 4th July there was held the District Party
Conference of the Berlin-Brandenburg organisation of the (I
of Germany. It was the second district Party Conference since
the appearance of the Open Letter from the E.C.C. 1. The hrs
district Party Conlerence which took: place in November uf last
vear, effectuated openly and completely & break with the Maslov-

uth Fischer group which for years was able to play a leading
role in Berlin. It was this that comsututed the political impor-
tance of the November Party Counference. The November Party
Conference also arrived at'intportant decisions in regard to
organisation. A plan was adopted for a thorough reorganisa
tion of the entire organisation, of the district executive and of
its apparatus. Along with these advamces however, there was
also 1o be seen a number of shortcomngs' and weah nesses
which found expression in the treatment of- some personal
questions. The object of the conduet ol many eomrades . the
question of candidates for the leading positions was 10 form a
bloc between the remnants of the Maslov-Ruth Fischer group
and the Ultra-Left. There was 10 be seen a révival of the mehods
of double book-keeping. '

After the appearance of the Open Letter and after the
Qession of the Enlarged Executive, it was the (ask ot the second
District Party Conference to complete the last -step whith the
November Party Conference had not taken. This year's ['arh
Conference has completely fulfilled this task.

[he Distnict Party Conlerence was preceded by 4 I ad
and thorough Party discussion in the Berlin-Brandenbury o
ganisation on the decisions of the Lolarged Executive In this

discussion the opposition which was represented by the Ruh
Fischer-Urbahns group, by the Weber group and b the 1 uf
of the *“out and out Left”. was signally defeated. For the 1V it
Party Couference there were elected in Greater Berlin e
legales who adhere to the decisions of the Enlarged frecitnt
while the Urbahns group elected 11 delegates, the Teber group -
and the group of the out and out Leit 3 delegates. In the pr~
vince of Brandenburg the majority elected 34 delegates the
Urbahns group 3 delegates, while tite Weber group elecred »‘u‘l\J
one delegate. At the Conference the three apposition grou
together 32 delegates, that is 20% of the total number vl d‘“‘
legates, The representatives of the Youth at the Distrid! ['art
Conference adopted the standpoint of the majority.

it was ascertained by means of the questionnai¢ torms
submitted at the Party Conference-that of the 155 dt“?f;‘_"’:_'
76 had formerly been organisedgin the Socialist Party of ‘Wv
many and 101 in the Independent Socialist Party of (n‘f””"é
29 delegates were not politically organised before entering !
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c. p ot Germany; 5 ates had come to the Party irom the
youth of isation, 15 egates had been members of the
o P, of ermany for 8 years, 20 delegates for 7 years, 81 de-
lefaivs for 0 years, 18 delegates for 5 years, Y delegates for
3 years, 9 delegates for 3 years and 3 delegates for 2 years.

"o delegates had been members of trade unions since the
pre-war time, 20 delegates since the war and 63 delegates since
the post-war period. With regard to the social origin ol the
delegates, it was ascertained that 130 were from the ranks of
the working class, 15 from petty bourgeois circles, 8 were from
the peasantry and 2 belonged to intellectual circles.

I'he course and the decisions of the Party Conference show
st the Berlin-Brandenburg organisation has made. a great siep
orwird in the consolidaion of the Party and an the sireng-
henming of the Bolshevist idealogy since the November Pary
Conference. The attacks ol the oppositional groups against the
nolicy of the Party snce the appearance of the Open Letteg and
';;gailisl the inner Party course which has been carried out on
she basis of the Open Letter and of the decisions of the Sixth
fFnlarged Executive, were decidedly defeated by a compact
45ths majority of the Partvy Conference. The attitude at the
party Conference of the group led by Urbahns showed that
thev had learned absolutely nothing from the past. Their purely
pegative criticism of the work of the Party, which even delj-
perately denged the obvious successes ol the Party in the recent
great campaign for the expropriation of the princes and at the
clection of delegates to the Metal Workers Conference, consi-
ciously aimed at discrediting the policy of the Party in the eves
i the working class. The Party Conference recogmised the whole
soverty of the leadership of this group and clearly demonstrated
wat 0 the future the Berlin-Brandenburg organisation would no
jonger tolerate the disidegrating work of the Urbahns-Ruth
fischer group. It was characteristic of the attitude of the Party
Conference to the leadership of this group that when one of
ihe delegates called out 10 Urbahns: “You have thoroughly
acquired a love of truth from your ruler and mistress Ruth
Fischer!” that the Party Conference greeted this interjection
with the greatest applause.

The Party Conference has further unequivocally declared
that an end must now be. made to factioneering, and has ex-
pressed the determined will of. the Party for umity, as the pre-
requisite for the fulfilment of the great tasks which now con-
front 1t.

The Politicad Resolution submitted by the District Executive
was adopted by 115 votes against 32, [he inner Party resolu-
non, which sharply condemned the factional and destructive
activity of the Urbahns Ruth Fischer group, was adopted by the
same majority. The resolutions submitted by the opposition
groups were overwhelmingly defeated, each only receiving
17 votes. The resolution of the so-called “out and out Leit”, that
small group in the Party which still recognises the leadership
i the renegades Korsch and Schwarz, received only 2 votes.

The new District Executive which consists almost exclu-
swvely of representatives from the workshops, was elected with
only 30 dissentient votes. The nominations [or the secretaryship
were adopted with the same majority.

The Party Conference of the C. P. of
France.
SPLECH OF THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE E. C. C. 1.

[ille, June 26th 1026
At the evening sitting (12th sitting) of June
25th aiter the conclusion of the political dis-
cussion the representative of the Executive,
greeted with tempestuous applause, addressed the
Conference as follows:

Comrades,

E(‘!( blrmg your Congress the fraternal greatings of the

Vour Congress is being held at a time which is a very
serions one as regards both the natidnal and the international
Situation, and wr;?(:h is pregnant with the possibility of very
Sigmhcant develOpments , ot Ty . f
I In the course of the political discussion, the characteristic
eatures of the present situation and the broad outlines of the
petics which ‘we should ‘pursue have already been expoutided
Y some of the speakers. '

We must be quite clear as 1o the atutude we are oing
10 take and the tactics we decide to adopt, both as regards the
objective and the subjective factors of the situation.

As regards the objective factor, 1. e. above all our judgment
on the condition of capitalism, on imperialist contradictions,
on the situation of the bourgeois States etc., let us remember
that even at the I World Congress we anticipated a slower
process of development in the direction of complete ruin, than
we did orignally, immediately after the termination ol the
Gireat War. At the V. Congress and the meetings of the bxe-
cutive which followed it, the objective factor was characterised
as one of “relative stabilisation” of capitalism, i e that capi-
talism has received its death blow, that it is perishing, but that
in this process there are certain breathing spaces n various
countries.

As regards the subjective factor of the attitude of the wor-
king masses, the 111. Congress of the C. 1. also recorded a certain
backflow. a certain standstill of the revolutionary wave,

In view of these two sides of the situation, the Comintern
defined the tactics of the Communist Parties as early as at the
time of the third Congress: get at the masses, penetrate mnto
the masses, win the majority of the proletariat, mobilise the
broad masses by means of every day demands! At the con-
gresses and meetings of the Ixecutive which followed, these
tactics were further developed and more precisely defined as
\actics of the united front, as a fight for the establishment of
a worker and peasant government, as a fight for trade union
unity (Anglo-Russian Committee etc.) The chief aim of our
wvhole tactics was to get nearer to the masses

Ii we study more closely the present general situation,
we arrive at the conclusion that the stabilisation shows iself
more and more clearly to be a relative and a vacillating one,
that the difficulties and crises are becoming more acute in all
States, in Fngland. Germany, Poland etc hus, as regards the
objective factor, we can speak of an accelerated development
iowards revolution. This applies particularly to France, as was
respeatedly emphasised at the last Conterence of the Lnlarged
I'xecutive and in the French resolution.

As regards the subjective factor. the present siteation
shows us:

Firstly: a re-grouping of the masses away from Reformism
and towards the Left (the Left wing of the Amsterdam Inter-
national and in a number of Sociahist parties etc.),

secondly: a growing activity ol the oppressed colonial
peoples in the Near and Far Iast

Thirdly: an awakening of the tighting activity of the pro-
letariat against the bourgeoisie. 10 which the general strike in
Fneland above all. but also the quite recent wave of strikes
n France bear witness. It 1s true that these movements are on the
whole still of a defensive nature. that they have not yet the signi-
ficance of a great offensive against the bourgeoisie, that it is .a
case of struggle for wages and against longer hours, 1n general
a case of defending the standard of hving ot the proletariat.

It is, however. of course impossible to draw a definite
horder-line between the defensive and the offensive. Ihe great
Fnglish strike, immediately after its outbreak, changed its cha-
racter from that of an economic defensive 1o that of a political
ohensive, though this character was on the whole only recog-

nised by the bourgeoisie and the Governmem, who arranged.

their plans accordingly, whilst the Relormist leaders would not
carry on the fight but shamefully betrayed 1t

We must admit that the awakening proletariat, that the
ywakening colonial peoples have suflered defeats, — in the
British general strike through the treachery of the leaders, but
also in China, the Riff and in Syria. '

What should be the tactics of the Communist International
in view of the present situation in which we are experiencing
an intewsiiication of the crisis of capitalism? None other than a
continuation of the tactics of the IIl. Congress, getting 1nto
touch with the masses, mobilisation of the masses in the daily
fight. These are the general tacﬁcalnﬁrinciples by which we must
judge both national and international questions.

At this Pary Conference — chiefly in the corridors — a

destion has been raised with regard to the Angio-Russian
Eommiﬁee, as to whether its existence should be continued_in
view of the treachery Of the leaders in the British general strike.
This question is_answered if we regard kee ing in touch with
the masses as our, guiding line. The Anglo- ussian Comumit

came into being through the pressure of the masses, it is bound
up With the masses, it’ must_therefore continue fo exist. Our
task, however, is'to give the Committee an impetus towards the
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Left. We must of course exercise criticism, must speak the truth,
must say that it is the “Leit’ trade union leaders who are chieﬂy
responsible for the defeat of the British general strike ‘who,
having roused the hopes of the masses that they would nain-
tain a really Lef( attitude, are guilty of double treachery. At the
came time we fust insist on the Anglo-Russian Commiitee being
maintaied, on its continuing its existence and not bein broken
up; we must however appeal to the workers to send revolu-
tionary representatives o their cause to this Commitiee glld,
if the Reformists wish to break it up because ol our crificism,
we must oppose them with all our energy.

Comrade Treint has agcused the lnternational of having no
perspective. We realise the value of Treint's accusation. But
what of Treint's perspective? He has been suﬁmemlg. criu-
cised by some speakers for the point of view from which he
sees things - Anglo-Europe against America. It has been
demonstrated that Treint overlooks all the great coniradictions
in capitalism, that he leaves the factor of the Soviet Union en-
tirely out of consideration. Comrade Treint! The plane on which
development will take place in the future, is not your Europe
against America, but- the Soviet Union against America, So-
cialism against capitalism, this is how the Comintern sees it.
(Frantic applause.)

If we take these two poles intd consideration, we see cer-
tain facts in a difierent light from that which Treint sees them.
Locarno appears before all to be .a weapon of mpenalism
against the Soviet Union, which Treint, trom his porat of view
fails to recognise;, the League of Nauons also assumes a difie-
rent aspect from that ulﬁ:r. which Treint sees 1. lhe con-
clusion to be drawn from Trewt's pownt of_ view 1s that the
League of Nation would become an institution for hiberating the
European States from America! Were this the case, we should
indeed have to change our attitude and jump into the train for
(leneva: but this view ol the League of Natwns as an organ,
not of imperialism but against imperialism, is a dangerous Social
Democratic conception (hear! hear!), as imphes the suppo-
sition that capitahsm is actually stabilised.

The last session of the League of Nations showed us on the
contrary that if is anything but a peacemaker and an iustrument
for liberation. 1t was just within the l.eague of Nations that the
contradictions in Furope were brought into high reliel on the
oceasion of the fight for a seat in the Council for Germany, Po-
land etc. Thus we see that the League of Nations is not an
instrument of stabilisation, but one of internal contradictions and
disintegration. Did we not take this for granted we should
have, logically, to recognise a super-impertalism. which would
be entirely false.

What 1s our perspective? What 1s our slogan? Not the
eague of Nations. not Locarno, not the bourgeoisie, but the
United States of Socialist Europe! The FLuropean proletanat
is bent under a double yoke; that of the Furopean and oi the
American inpenalists. Consequently, there 1s only one possible
perspective the revolutionising of the Iuropean proletariat,
the overthrow of the Furopean bourgemsie. so that the united
Socialist States of Furope may carry on the fight aganst Ame-
rican capital.

Now a few words as to the dangers in the Party from the
Right and left. The Comintern has alwavs carried on a fight
against Right and Left. Against the Right. which arises when
revolution 1s delaved and ‘in this siuation becomes a great
danger \gainst the | eft, which isolates us from the masses.
thus preventing us fulfilling our chief task, and in consequence
becoming an equally great danger. This is why we said to our
French comrades at the last session of the Executive and in the
French resolution: against Right, agamnst Left and for the
straight line

let us now turn to recent evenis in France. In the Briand-
Caillaux Government we have a new stage in the development
n France, a Government with a strong hand against the wor-
king class, a Government which 1s prepared for street fighting
and intends to keep “arder” 1in the streets, which wishes to
set its seal to the misery of the workers. Well, if the Goverp-
ment focuses its attention on the streets, we must do likewise.
The street is our field of action. (Applause.) The development
o France must put fhe warkers in motion. The increasing in-
flation brings with it a terrible rise in prices. but so . does
stabilisation which means adaptation to world prices and brings
with it an enormous crisis and wholesale unemployment. Stabi-
lisation will take place at the expense of the proletariat after the
example which Mussolini has given in [taly
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It must be said that the Party Congress has not taken ths
oftuation sufficiently into account, that the . pulse-beat of (he
jactories, that the fact of the wave of strikes in France haye
not fourid sufficient expression in it. The Communist Pariy
all the less justified in neglecting this side of the question, since
it alone forms the vanguard of the profetanat; for the Socialisis
only ‘act as brakes to the revolutionary mevement, as acconiplices
of the bourgeoisie, in spite of the comedy of opposition which
thev are now performing in ’arliament.

What should be the tactics of the Party in France in view of
the concrete situation? Tactics ol a united front, trade union mags
movement, a hght for trade union unity, the winmng of the
unorganised masses, the gaining of new allies!

What is the most important prerequisite for winning the
masses” That the right political line shouid be taken. (Applause,)
There has been much talk of the Party losing members, and ths
has been attributed chiefly to reasons of orgamisation. lhe loss
of members however is to be explained above all by the faq
that, in the first ptace, the C. P. of France steered a wrong pol-
tical course; it issued slogans which the masses did not un-
derstand, so that it isolated itsell from the masses instead of
winning them over. The question of organisation only (omes
into consideration in the second place. Secondly, the ¢ I’ of
France has often misapplied the tactics of the united front [here
were open letters and manifestations i1n commong with other
parties in plenty but the tactics of the united front were not
applied sufficiently on the basis of the workshops, thev were
not apphed as they should have been, among the workers
the large factories.

One of the important question is that ef the limits of the
united front. We must of course draw limits, but they cannot be
absolutely rigid ofles. It is however clear that we cannot jorm
a united front with certain organisations, as for instance the
“League for Human Rights” referred to by Comrade Coste. It
s above all decisive for the tactics of the united front, that,
as Comrade Semard has already mentioned, we, the Commumsts,
must develop the necessary activity and imitiative and must not
let other organisations get in front of us. We must tell mis
especially to the provinces where much has been lacking
this respect. We must never yield up our right to criucise
never hide ‘our face, never give away our political hne of
action. This holds good ‘both as regards’ the petty bourg on
organisations, with which we could on occasions form a united
front, and as regards the Socidlists, We must® never maintain
silence r;s"arding the treacherous part played by the Sociahst
leaders. ofherwise we should be pursuing the same path as the
| eft Bloe. otherwise the united front would tarn inwo a front
of confusion.

We must try to win over as allies certain pettv bourgeois
strata such as the technicians, who are sinking deeper and deeper
into distress and, disillusioned by the Left Bloc, are turning
away from it. This applies quite especially to certain ec nomic
organisations of the petty bourgeoisie.

Let us add a few words as to the most important task | Ouf
Party, the work amongst the trade umions. The Party (on-
ference 15 quite clear as to the fact that it is necessary 10 bring
about a wholesale trade union movement, the Partv must ho-
wever studv in a very concrete way the methods by which 10
bring ‘about such a movemert. The prdbfeni of - the reorganisi-
tion of the trade union mevement s bound up with
question, and here the Party must work with the C.(o T 1 of
France What we must concentrate ourselves on 2specially
as has alreadv been said, the winmng over of the large 14
tories In this respect also, we must above all studv the meam
by which to arrive at our end.

More attention should be directed to the wave ol sirikes!
The weakness of our nuclei is that we do not take suthoen!
<hare in the strikes. let alone lead them, though this indeed
should be our mission.

Now to the last problem. that of the Party leadership and the
internal life of the Party! This problem is all the more sign' ant
because the partv in France is now faced bv colossal 1asks.

The difficulties in the Freach Party spring from the sime
roots as in all other parties — the youth of the Part The
difiiculties in France are all the greater because the Part has
been formed from various tendencies and bodies. ) X

What is needed is a homogeneous Party leadership. I' 13
not our duty here to brew a ministry, but to create a pary
leadership which has the §'the Party and can guide
if. For this reason a very” wide C.C. should be formed. Thos
who are most efficient should be placed at the head of the
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Party, on the cbasis of the political programme which was laid
down by the resolution of the E.C.C.1, and which conlorms
with the lines-established at this Congress. No leadership which
consists of fractions and groups, but a Jeadership, the members
of which work collectively and openly with one another.
(Applause.) . . :

In conclusions; | would remark that in the first days of the
party Congress there were cerfain pessimisuc views, there was a

{ deal of sell-criticism, It was a Cougress at which we

ared out our. hearts, We must say to ourselves thal this

r)omy Conference hay shut the door on the past; from now
ouwards we must seek to win the confidence of the broad
masses by our increased activities.

{his Party Congress has shown up the mistakes of the

st and defined the outlines for our wark in the future. The

F:ench Communist Party must now show the French bour-
geoisie that it is the section of the Comununist International
which is leading the proletariat to victory. (Prolonged,
enthusiastic applause.)

REPORT BY COMRADE SEM ARD ON THE SITUATION
* IN FRANCE
(The following 1s a .detailea report delivered at the Eighth
Session an 23rd June 1926.)

The first thing we have to do is to be clear as w the
changes whidlh have taken (place in the structure of French
capitalism. Since the war we see that industrialisation has been
strengthened owing to the requirements of the war and the
reconstruction of the devastated districts. Added to this, France
has acquired the industrial district of Alsace-Lorraine. Betore
the war, French national economy was characterised by emall
and middle industry, but now the type of large capitalist
ndustry prevails. An alliance is taking place between coal
and iron, and thus large industrial concerns come into being.
We have the Iron Works Committee, the Mining Commuittee, the
lextile Concern, the Railway Committee. Nowadays certain
industries are completely under the thumb of financial caprial

In consequence ol the enormous development of financial
capal and of its connection with large industry, smail industry
and retail trade is becoming more and more absorbed by the
large monopolies which combine into cartels and ipto national
and internatiopal trusts. French industry to-day is on a much
higher level in, pre-war tumes, both as regards the technical
perfection  of . the, meéans . of production and the amount
produced, Thus, the production of coal has risen from
14 milion tons 4o 1914 to 48 million tons in 1925. In 1920,
France met 42% of its home demand, but in 1925 ‘as much as
4%, In 1914, workers were € in mining, bat in
1925 315,000, amongst them more than 1 000 foreign workers
France’s production of iron has correspondingly risen by 20%
from 1913—1925,"1f we take the total industrial activity of
France in 1913 as_being equal to 100, it amounted fo 110 in
194, 120 in 1925 and l:& in the first quarter of 1926.

During the same period great changes have taken place in
the condifions of ownership. The petty bourgeoisie and the
peasantry have lost five sixths of their property. The middle
casses have lost about 100 milliands of gold franecs, which is
about one third of the national wealth. More than ten million
persons have become victims of inflation, more than half of
them are faced by ruin amd are becoming more and more pro-
letarised.  The « state of niculture has changed oconsiderably
Only half a century ago 75% of the whole population of France
was engaged in agriculture, to-day only 40% are so occupied.
In consequence of this lack of hands the area under cultivation
nas steadily decreased. Thus, the area under corn has decreased
by a milion heotars in the course of 10 years. Though the
harvest of 19025 still sufficed to supply our needs, the un-
favourable weather this year allows one to draw the conclusion
that the harvest of 1926 will no longer be enough to supply
the demands of the country. Speculation with bread and flour
has brought the price of bread up from 1,50 fr. to 2,25 ir. in the
(DUI'?P of a year.

\ ['he significant changes in the national ecanomy have na-
[‘;:”) affected the grouping of the classes. The old Republican-

rocratic France has turned indo a, country where large
idustry apd the financial world are ruling, re class con-
tradictions have begome extremely acute and where the ruined
and proletarised middle classes are becoming more and more
Tadicalised. . On - the other side is the large bougeoisie

which aims at imperiahist expansion. lLhe large bourgeoisie
was responsible for the occupation of the Ruhr and the colonial
wars in Morocco and Syria. In close alliance with the large
banks, it. dictates its will to Parliament, it creates crisis after
crisis and 1s preparing to arply extra-parliamentary measures.

The large bourgeoisie realises that the powe: of the pro-
letaniat is increasing; it is not in a position however to remove
the evils which have arisen through the war, it cannot over-
come the crisis which threatens the ruling system  This s
why the large bourgeoisie regards the establishment of its
own class dictatorship as its only salvation. This s why it
forms Fascist uniops in order to maintain its power by force
Things have already gone so far that the Fascist unions and
legions use force against the proletariat. Their declarations
and demonstrations leave no doubt as to their intention to
crush the working class. It is only quite recently that the
Natiopal Congress of the Fascist leagues was held at St. Etienne
under the presidency of Gemeral Balourier

Another Fascist Congress 1s taking place in Rheims to-
day. The danger therefore is a serious one, and the proietariat
must unite as a class to fight against Fascism.

On the other sidg’ is the proletariat, destined to pliv a
decisive part in the great settling up which is impending.
Since the war, the industrial proletaniat in France have tre-
mendously increased. At the present time there are more than
3 million foreign workers 1o France who represent an alarming
reserve army for the capitalists, should the native French workers
strike. We can only change this if we get hold of the foreign
workers in our politicai and trade union organisations, and
if we demand the sawe political and trade wmion rights for
them, as the French workers ipossess.

Between these two social forces stand the vacillating middle
classes. They are more and more realising how the Demo-
cratic parties which they support are losing power from day
to day. At first the middle classes supported the Left cartel
which came out on top at the elections on May 11th 1924, The
failure of the Left Bloc in the fight against (argc ital has
lo a large extent driven the middle classes out of the camp
of the bourgeois Radidals into that' of the Socialists. H is now
the duty of us Communists to make these petty bourgeois
masses, who are becoming disillusioned, allies of the profe-
tariat, so as 1o prevent them fafling’ into the grasp of large
capital and of Fascism.

The consequence of this re-grouping of the ciasses was
a regrouping of the parties. Just as the English Liberal PE
is disintegrating we can trace the dissolytion of the Frf"
Radical fies. The Radical party has for a long time been
torn by internal dissensions. At important political divisions in
the Chamber, the Radicals usually split into three divisions. The
Franklin Bouillon group is moving in the direction of the “new
majority.” It is willing to take ¥an in @ ministry of civil
peace in onder to save the franc. The middle parties are fated
to disappear, and thus we see the formation of larger potitical
groups as the result of amalgamation. The party of the “Re-
publican Socialis{s” for ipstance has fused with “the French
Socialist party. On the other hand, the Socialist party is be-
coming more and /more a party of the petty bourgeoisie. The
Socjalists. it is true, still have a proletarian foundation in the
large indystrial districts, but since they formed a cartel with
the Left Blog, numerous petty bourgeois elements have joined
them. Under the presure of the proletarian elements in the
party, which again are influenced by us Communists, the So-
cialist party was compelled to abandon its policy of coalition
At the Party Conference in Clermont, a large majority was in
favour of the resolution of Blum and Paul Faure rejecting
participation in the Government, but it dedared itsedf ready
to support a Ciovernment of experts which is ready to solve the
financial question in accordance with Sociglist wiews

The financial crisis proves that capitalism 1s dnitng more
and more towards revolutionary conoussions. Since the war,
the petty bourgeois Goverpanents have been racking beir brains
as to how to bring order info the State finances. Under the
pressugé of large capital, they are piling the whole burden
of taxation on to the shoulders of the working masses. In
1925 it proved impossible to restore equilibrium to the natiopal
finances, and consequently the political disease could not be
cured. Five governments and oiﬁﬁt Ministers of Finance follo-
wed one another without the fnancial problem being ‘solved.
The political factor has undoubtedly had its share in_the de-
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preciation of the franc. But the manoeuvres of the Lnglish.
‘American and French bankers are chiefly responsible. The
Anglo-Saxon fimanciers have promoted French inflation in order
to force their financial scheme on the French. France’s forexfn
uebts can only be settled if France submits to the rule of Anglo-
Ameri capital. ‘ )

Fl';.:x wi. have ifs Dawes plan thrust upon i, for the
framc can ouly be stabilised with the help of foreign credit
This means an immediate danger to State monmopoly and the
eight bour day in France. The “Great Union” of French pro-
ducers,-has declared that it i1s prepared to take aver the State
monopolies in common with fareign capitalists and that, although
the 8 hour day will be maintained am principle, the actual
pouss of work must be prolonged in all cases in which the
Nnterests of production demand it. The existence of short-
iperiod Treasury Bonds to the valye of 60 milliards forces the
Government to act with the consent of holders of these
bonds, 1. e. the bankers. The “crisis of ence” which pre-
wails in France at the present moment, qnay turn into a revoiu-
fionary crisis. .

The large bourgeoisie is making use of the so-called crisis
of confidence, but it dreads the revolutionary crisis. For this
reason it is endeavouring to force the Government toyards the
Right, 1t hqu? to form a government of national unity which
will leave atus oﬁ State in the l_unds'ol the large
bourgeoisie. The “Bulletin Quotidien” for ipstance, the organ
of the Iron Works Committee, demands a policy. which would
above all guarantee complete security to capital in France.

This 1s the sense in which the Briand Government has
granted unlimited power to the commission of experts of the
farge 1talists. ' ) )

glncas‘;ﬂe of all these concessions to large capital, the franc
continued to fall. Peret, the Minister of Finance resigned and
proclagmed the necessity of forming the famous Cabipet ol
pational unity which alone would blﬁeablgq{: Bega’n; t:[e. con-
fidence of the people, Thereupon whole Bnand Govern-
ment resigned. A new Cabinet will be formed to-day or to-
morrow; probably a Briand and Caillaux ,Caglgt. We must
then ask ourselves the question: are we approaching !Qﬂaqocn
or stabilisation? 1 believe that we shall soon see a stabilisation
ol the currency. First of all howeyer we shall see a fairly strong
inflation which 1s due to the requirements of the Mlmnstr{ ‘ol
Finance. At the moment of stabilisation, the situation will be
far more critical — an ecomomis crisis, un yment, Labour
ghts. The gr surrounding Caillaux alsq anticipate this.
or this reason rEey demand extraordinary powers for Caillaux
so that he might restore peace and order to the State at the

| of the workers. _

In this last crisis our Party did just the same as it did
fast November when the Painlevé Ministry fell and the question
arose of the Socialigts entering the Government. The Party
declared itsell prepared to def aguinst the attacks of reaction
and of the bankers any Leit Govermment which was seriously
willing to tax capital and to solve the financial crisis at the cost
of the bourgeosie. The Party claims complete freedom to stand up
for its own Bnancial programme. This pr;frammei_nduQes aniong
other things a progressive levy on capital, the nationalisation of
the banks and the large capitalist mouopolies and the intro-
duction of a monopoly of foreign trade, The workers must be
brought to realse that only 2 worker and peasant government
can realise this programume.

The Moroccxoo\gwtr has come to an end in the Riff since
Abd-el Krim’s capitulation. but the fight is beginning airesh in
other parts of trench Morocco, In Syria, peace is still being
introduced with fire and sword That optunistic weather prophet.
M. de Jouvenel, prophesies cvery day that peace will arrive to-
morrow, but nevertheless the fight goes on. These colonial ad-
ventures onlv benefit the bankers and the large industriafists,
and fhey cost Framoe mullions of francs and thousands of
human lives

In Alsace-Lorrainme, where the movement for autonomy has
reasserted itself, the internal peace is seriously endangered. A
reactionary and clepical orgamisation, the “Home League”, has
just issned an appeal in which it demands complete antomomy
E;r the mational mipority in Alsace-Lorraine under the supre-
macy of France. The ernment answered by reprimanding
the signatories te the appeal. This onlv strengthened the move-
ment lor awtopomy which is especially achv@ in the coumtry
districts.

*— p—

Nay
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In consequence of the financial crisis sthe matenial posiyog
of the French worker has grown worse and worse. The )| o
the franc leads to a constant increase im the ‘cost of I,
According to official statistics, retail prices have risen i th,
course of 1025 from the index figure of 404 to 463. In Ma,
this year the figure of 528 was reached. The poor populatiog
is particularly hard hit by the increase of the price of bread

This is How it comes about that there has been a successioy
of strikes during the past few months; in May alone there were
80 strikes and O lockouts in France. Of these movemeni o
ended in an increase of wages. The movememt amongst the
officials is also steadily gaining in intensity; the offical< are
showing their discontent by street demonstrations and passive
resistance. They show a decided will to hght for a shding wale
of wages whilst the State ofters them a rise of wages by 129
The bourgeois Press demands that the severest measures he
faken against the officials. ) ‘ _ _

The question of the 8 hour d.[: is steadily gaining intpor
tance. The Washington agreement has not yet been ratified by
France, who «makes her ratificaion dependent on Germany's
attidude. Germany on her part, refyses to be bound by an
internatiopal law, she insists on retaining the right 10 alter her
conditions of latour independently at any moment. England «
also opposed 10 rafification; the attitude of these three Girea
Powers has the effect of, for the time being, preventing the
Washington Agreement coming into force. A ‘short tune ago
a conferemce was held in Londen of the Labour Mimsters o
Germany, England, Belgium, ltalv and Fraoce, on the. question
of the eight hour day. This Conference framed resolutons
which were thzoretically in favour of the 8 hour day, Whily
insisting upon' the unrestricted 8 bour day, we must demand
that the Washington Agreement be finally ratified by the Senaw
and that a law: 1o that efiect be put into force. _

We are at present in a period in which the fights of the
workers for an improvement in their cooditions of lrving ha
received a fresh impetus. The proletariat feels the danger which
threatens it and therefore again resumed the class fight. Thi
is a position which may very quickly lead to a: revolutionar.
situation and in which our Party has numerous -tasks to perform
the chief of ithese are: '

1. ‘Cooperdtion with the C. G. T, U. in order reallv 10 or
ganise thé whole mass of ‘werkers on trade union lines

2.To strengtlien our jnfluence ‘the masses of workers
and peasants and tg increase the 1  strength of the Party.
so that'we may become a real mass Party. il

3, To_ gain the sympathy of the l_gijdle ‘tlasses, of the pro
letarised petty bourgeoisie, so that these strata may become the
allies of Efe rolefariat in the revolutionary fight.

In order to achieve this end, we myst systamaticallv promote
trade upion unity, apply the tactics of the umited front stead:
and correctly and, in all cases where it is possible, conclude tem-
porary alliances for definite objects with the middle classes and
the organisations of the Democratic bourgegisie.

Ii class war is 10 be carried om, it js absolutely necessar
10 organise the masses of workers ip the trade unioms; for it »
impossible, as 2 permanency that out of 14 million workers onl
one mullion should be organised in the two trade union lede
ratjons. Further, it is umperative that the organisation ol 1ie
3 million loreign workers be carried through.

The fight for mational and imternational trade umon umt
must be carried on at the same time in the fields of agitanon and
organisation. In doing so we must make full use of th et
wing within the old trade umon lederation (C. G Iy end
within the Amsterdam International, which sympathise w i ¢
idea of unity. In this way we must support the Enghsh m.oon®
movement and lead the movement for unity within the Am-
dam International.

The connection with the middle classes and the pea~in
be ‘mproved bv creating associations of artisans and
bourgeois; the French Peasant Council should work in the ""jh
snorit. It is essential for us to win over those strata 'U'\‘
should be the allies of the proletariat at the decisive e« ;

In order to make it possible for the Partv and the C (1! :
to win over the large wnorganised masses of worke™ ﬂ”r:
peasants, to unmask the Social Democratic leaders and 10 u"h-
draw from their influence those workers who still belong 10 '
Socialist Party and the C.G.T. we must make the bed {f"‘
most effective” use of the tactics of the umited fromt Wo M=
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make use of the experiences of the past and take into conside-
rauon the improvements made by our Party Conference of De-
cember Ist and 2nd of last year. At the present period our Party
must, 1n the first place, advocate the immediate demands of the
workers: @ sliding scale of wages, the 8 hour day, socal insu-
rance against-sickpess apd‘unemployment, a fight a%aimu taxation
and the Tise ol'pn_cu’.,. the solution of the financial crisis at the
expense of capitalisay, the fight against reaction and Fascism.
On the basis ‘of such a amune, our Party must endeavour
10 substantigte the.united fromt by creating unity committeas in
the factories. ’ .

|i these essential tasks ‘are to be carried out, our Party
must steer a good course in it internal affairs as well. Fvery
orgamsation, Irom. the nucleus up to the district executive, must
<how an active political life. Purely mechanical methods must
disgppear. A good. democratic centralism must prevail while
communist; discipline  ‘is. 'maintained. A close commection and
good collective work'between the Party, the trade unions and
organisations ' of* young ‘workers .mst be ensured. The Party
must particularly support the ‘youth organisations in every re-
spect. Finally, #he Party must be consohdated by putting an end
to the quarrels with regard 'to tendencies within the executive,
and all comrades” who €xpress ' their approval of the theses and
resolutions of “the Comintérn™and of the Party must be enlisted
m work and 4n the resporfsible leadership. If our Party acts in
the spirit of S programme’ and fulfils these tasks, it will be
at the head of the massés '6f workers and will be in a position to
represent the 9logan of tlre worker and peasant government with
all its force. It“Will organise the great masses of workers and
peasants and will lead them, t her with the ‘middle’ dasses,
mto the revolutionary fight against the bourgeoisie and, when
the nme comes, will complete the seizure of power ty the pro-
letar:at. (Loud applause).

TELEGRAPHIC REPORTS OF THE 9TH TO 14TH SESSIONS
Ninth Session
Lille, 24th June 1920.

T'he discnesion upon the speech of comrade Semard upon
the “national and international situation and the tasks of the
Party” was pomtinued.

Comrade«Cat 'described the financial situation of France
and decJared that the ronly sohstion was to be found in the
confiscation of.large fortures, the setting up of a foreign trade
mronopoly, the) nationalisation of the banks, the disavowal of
loreign indebtedness-and i proletarian control,

Comrade Treint described ‘the developing antagonism bet-
ween Furopeiand America’ and declared what iin France the
situation  was® intensi arid 'that a revolutionary situation
was being approached.. It would be necessary, he declared, to
darify the neeeséary” national and international tactics to 'be
followed. vAdr T g

Comrade Rapm ‘poifited to the imensifying contradic-
tions of the capi fgystem and arguéd against Gauthier,
show g the sigaificarice of the Russian revolution.

» N ‘i.‘ ,."‘..“‘."vv
Tenth Session
Lille, 24th June 10206.

The tenth ‘session dealt with the report of the Credentials
Commssion after which the representative of the Communist
Party of Getmany comrade Dengel spoke. He pointed to the
development of the German Party and escribed the recent crisis
'™ the Party and concluded his. speech by analysing the stiuation
'n Germany” and. pointing out the tasks of the Party.

After the speech of comrade Dengel the discussion upon
the political rt was continued, Comrade Perceval (North
Fast” districf) “apalysed the questions of ipflation and stabili-
shon and drew condusions for theé tactics t0 be pursued. After
speeches from comrades Bossary (Limoges) and Humberdot,
he < sion was closed.

.

Eleventh Session.
S -Lille, 25th june 1926.
The discilbstof=Bpst' thepoliticil réport ‘of congradg'Se

Was continued. Comrade Cremet in comtradfstinction fo at’

pointed 1o the contradictions between the Furopean states and
inside the various European states and stressed the umportance
of the Soviet Union as a political factor. The tactic of the united
front had as 1ts aim, declared the speaker, the winning of the
masses.

Comrade Costes expressed 1n the name of the Paris district
his agreement with the report of Semard. He pointed to
the limits of the unifed front factic and declared that the Com-
nllmiist Party must pever drag the chariot of the left bloc
along

Comrade Charles read a declaration in the name of the
Alsace-Lorraine delegation which stressed the subjective lactor
in the drawing wp of the perspectives and demanded a con
centration of forces in the present Panty secretariat.

Comrade Jerram described the tactics of the C. P 0
France towards the socialist workers. The present slogan o
the C. P. must be, deglaged (he speaker. stabilisation at the
cost of the bourgeoisie.

Comrade Doriot opposed the theses of Treint by showin,
the primary importance of the contradictions in Eurape itself
He pointed 1o the rivalry between the various European states
and to the conflicts caused by America. The Soviet Union, he
declared, to be an important factor in the struggle of the pro-
letariat in all countries and in the struggle of the colomal
peoples.

After the speeches of comrades Garein and Barbe, comrade
Susanne Girault was given the word. She recognised her past
mistakes, accepted the political line of’ Semarﬁ and declared
herself against Right digressions.

IT'welfth Session.
Lille, June 26 th, 1926.

Comrade Dupont made the report on behalf oi the control
copunission. \

The last speakers in the discussion upon the political re-
port were Tacco (Nice) and Ernest Girault. After correction by
Rapgoporl, Treint thep made his standpoint once agawn clear

n this closing speech Comrade Semard described the new po-
litical situation in France. The cabinet Briand-Caillaux intends to
restore French finances at the cost of the woirking masses, if
necessary with an illega] use of force, declared the speaker
He then went on (o describe the forms which the united fromt
tactic could take under the given circumstances. Jt was pecessary
to form a Left wing in the Socialist Party 10 act as a jurther
point of support for the revolutiomisation of the masses. The daity
struggle should be carried on in connection with the practical
slogan of a workers and peasanfs government.

The representative of the E. C. C. I. then cxanuned the
objective and subjective factors which determine the setti up
; ok -the-perspeetive. ~“The objective factor 1§ fHe "progressive” decyy
jof the by sie The 'subjective Hador is m er the epb

of the rev 'ﬁmq Wave a néw rise_Is to be observed whieh
expresses Tfselfl in the Teftward pressure of the masses, in the
growing colomal mpyement and m the strike wave. In this
situation the tactic of the Comintern 1s a close connection with
the masses arising from the decsions of the Third -Congress
of the Comintern and the mobitisation of the masses through
the taolic of the wmted fromt for the slogan of the workers and
peasants govermmemt and the United States of Socialist Euref

Thé speaker then argued against Treint and described the natwre
of Locarno and the role of the League of Nations. The Soviet
Umon and America, socialism and camtalism, were, he declare.
opposie poles. After a concrete analysis of the French situation
and a criticism of the political] line of the party the speake:
summed up the tasks and the role of the new party leadershap.
The speech was greeted with great applause,

Thirteenth Session.
Lille, 20th June 1926,
The thirteenth session dealt with the repports of the com-
missions. Comrade Duclos reported upon the question of the
war victims, comrade Aly upon the colomial programme of
the Party, comrade Faussecave upon the women’s question and

comrade Maranne upon the co-operatives. WL PRy 3

_The represeniative  of . the, Halian C nist then-
adréssed the and expressed the wi of his Party
for’ the success deliberations.
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At ‘the same time the itical commussion was sithng to
work oyt the political resolution and the proposal of the Exe-
cutive Comymittee.

 Fourteenth Seéssion

Lille, 20th June 1926 Evening.

Comirade Cremet spoke upon the trade umion question, The
leading' copsiderafion in this work, he declared, would have
to be systematic work to win the broad masses of the workers,
p‘rﬁc:‘rly in the large scale factories.

‘Comrade Thorez spoke in detail upon the organisational
question. He described the structure of the Party and the tasks
of the communist fractions.

A short discussion followed each Speech.

Reports were delivered upon the question of workers sports
and upon the work of the red reljef.

The proposal of the political commission i1 ¢onnection with
the election of the Central Comumittee was then introduced by
comrade Semard. ‘

Comrade Semard proposed in the name of the political
commission to enlarge the Central Committee of the Party
fo 80 members thus giving both Paris and the provinces the
necessary guarantee that the leadership of the Panty would be
in aoccord with the spirit of the membership. The Central Com-
mittee he declared, should be a concentration of all the former
tendencies, certain comrades, however, who had been definitely
responsible for certain mistakes would not be included. Susanme
Girault and Treimt would also be members of the new Ceantral
Committee and also two representatives of the centrist i-
tion, but not Humberdot or Morin personally, and also the re-
presentative of the right Engler, but this latter with reservation.
The proposal of the political commission was then unanimously
adopted, two delegates refraining from voting.

Conwade Semard announced the composition of the poli-
tical bureau which according to the proposal of the political
commission shomld be elected at the first session of the new
Central Committee: g

Semard, Cremet, Cachin, Thorez, Doriot, Bernard, Maranne,
Monmousseau, Nidol, Rendud Jean, Sellier, Dudilieux and
Racamond. ' b '

The congress raised no objections to this omnposi_tibn,

After hearing a few further reports and adopting the poli-
tical resolution and a marnifesto to the population of “Alsace-
Lorraine, the Party Congress wias closed at 8 o’dock in the
evening.

- Py *

The Central Committee which then held its first meeting
elected the political bureau in its above form. Comrade Semard
was elected General Secretary of the Party.

"THE WHITE TERROR

Rescue Sacco and Vanzetti!

Growing protest movement against the contemplated judicial
murder of Sacco and Vamzetti
In view oi the ag:andling decision regarding the fate of
Sacco and Vanzetti, internationmal protest movement agains:
the contemplated judicial mirder of these two revolutionaries
bas set in with reneawed force. In addition to the organisations
of the revolutionary working class, the campaign’ is being part
cipated in by other broad sections of the working population
ide social democratic, bourgeois, parliamentary and trade
union circles, numerous enynent represematives ol scieno* an
art have jorned in the cry of protest of the international prole-
tariat.
Protest telegrams and protest resolutions, chiefly from labour
argmisations, have been sent wholesale to the American autho-
rities from almost all the countries of Europe.
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Among the international protest actions!-aker. the aci oy
the American working class, that of the dtalian’ ariat s !no:
noticeable. The action of the ltalixn. proletanidhadbeen |ed rgp
from the beginning /with the greatest energy :and the g reates
fervour. The Comanmist Party of .Italy has Quoceeded in almg,
every town in rousing the ocomsciencesof- all proletarian 4y,
various Left bourgeois organisations, From: among the prote
demogstrations which toak place jin the last weeks of jupe |,
most of the towns of Italy, we mention nwerely the lollow; :
mare unporiant actions. |he, metal ' warkers: arganisation g
Genoa has sent a protest resolution to the .Asmerican Amibag.
sador, protesting against the semtence. by.means of which gy,
American . bourgeoisie is trying.ito gebaridh ofitwp sincere defen

- ders of the cause of the proletariat who are'innocent of the crpy,

charged against them.

be workers and citizens of Palmi (Calabrig) sent a telegrap
to the American Ainbassador protestng againstAmerican jusice
which wieshes 10 execute twaq 1nnoeent neng ‘

The workers of the wagon facloryql, Fegino. near Geno:
adopted at a meeting which was attended by oomiunists, anar
chists, syndicalists and non-Party workers, a5 sharp protest rele
gram whch was sent to the Americap, Ambassador.

At a meeting of workers in Sayopa i wasigdecided 10 send
the lfollowing telegram to the Amegican; Asmbaggador:

, “The undersigued political W_give eXpression
to the feelings of the proletagiat, of Savema and pioes
mm lre(lg;sal to fm" a pew trial fp the innocen

alian workers, »4 Iy AN ti, and the
protest to the whole civilLsaS world agaY;?ﬁhns judgemen'
which is based wpon an unfounded suspigion.”

This telegram was signed by the Savonese organsation o
the C,P. of Kaly, of the anarchists, the Maxynalists, the ltalian
Labour Party (Right Socialists) and the Republican Pariy

A similar protest resolution, accepted by all workers' o
ganisations, was adopted at workers’ meetings in Torino and

In France, Henri Barbusse is at the head of a broad prote
campaign embracing wide sections’ of the popufation.

In in the last few days many bourgeois and -ocu
democrafic politicians, parliamentarians and trade union leaders
have joined in the campaign to rescue Sacom amd>Vanzeft [he
President of the Reichstag Paul i Libe, has.sentna telegram 1o the
governor of the State of Massachusetts der jug a new trial
A protest telegram, signed by the dolowingssomal demorcati
and bourgeois members of the Reichstag andrseppesentatives ol
big labour arganisations, was alson sent- jo.ithe governor
Massachusetts: Breitscheid (S. P. G.), Disaman: (Ghairman of th
metal workers' Union, S.P.G.), Aufhfiuser (General free tn

yees Union, S.P.G.), Simons (Shoamakers’ {Union, > 1" (1
aeplow (Bulding workers’ Union, S\ . G.), Benslgs (1 rinspo”

Waorkers' Federation, S.P.(Q.), Schmid} (Land Warkers' Unioi

S.P.G.), Jauscher (Miners’ Upion, 8, P. () «henner (Ihrsch

Duncker trade unions, Democrat), Ziegler (Demograt), Schoesder

(Trade Union Federation of Employees, Democrat), Stegerwald

Chairman of the German Union Fedesation,. Centre), Imbusch

k(lenlre), Johannes Becher (Centre), Traemmel (Centre), Dr Brun-

ning (Centre), Eberhardt (Centre) and Ehrsing (Centre).

In Calgary, Canada, at a great pecple’s meeting. the follo-
wing protest telegram fo the governor of the State of Missa
chusetts was adopted:

“We workers and citizens of Calgary, unite our 1 0ies!

with that of all the workers of the world. As Sacc i

Vanzetti have been kept in prison for six, years aud uiic 7

er of their lives; as the defencg has in jts hands ¢
essiop of Celestino Madeiro which proves that the crim
was cormitted by him, Madeiro, and not by Sacco dit

Vanzetti; as o and Vaizetti werg condgmmed a2t 1 U0

of hystorical 'incitement against the Reds, but are

pletély innocent of the crime with which they are charged *

demdnd that a halt be called fo the horrible manner 11 o’

justice is being administered and that these two nuocet

victims be unconditionally released.” ~
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The English Miners’ Struggle, the A. D. G. B.
and the German Workers.

By Fritz Heckert (Berlin).

The Fnglish mining slaves have been steadfastly holding
out for more than ten weeks. Every worker realises that a
defeat o1 the English miners would be followed by a new offen-
sive of the employers of all the capitalist States against their
working class, the efiects of which it is impassible to calculate.

leaders of ‘the Amsterdam International and ‘of the Miners
Infernational are also quite aware of this. For this reason they
bave solemnly ‘and repeatedly declared that all forces would be

@erted in order to support the English proletariat, in order
© preserve from destruction the last bulwark of the European
frade unions, What value is to be aftached fo the decisions of
Amsterdam we have learnt already on the occasion of the Ruhr
Scupation in 1923, This experience is also Amsterdam’s ex-

perience, and- because the after-effects of this betrayal on the
part ‘of this' “unvanquishable great power” of the workers 1s
still fresh in memory, one could have expected that Amsterdam
would 'this fime better fulfil its words and pledges. This was
a false condision: The I F. T. U. failed in 1926 just as in 1923.
Or better said, it even surpassed itself. Let us record the most
striking facts:

1. Amsterdam defends and ‘justifies the treachery of Thomas
and MacDonald. '

2. The leaders of the miners who are still continuing their
struggle are slandered by the reformist leaders not only in
Fngland but in all Europe on account of their brave attitude.
Cook in particular was represented as one not respousible for
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