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L.

“Stabilisation” oi Capitalism and Tactics of the World
Revolutlon

The previous session oi the Enlarged Executive of the E.C.
C.1. (March 1925) placed on record a certain partial stabilisation
of capitalisin. At. the same time the session indicated. the entire
relativity and uncertain character of .this stabilisation.. The year
which has since elapsed has fully confirmed the correctness of
thé analysis given by the Commumnist International.

By ‘the term “stabilisation” thé Comintern. by ho means
implied “that capitalism had “merged from the period of decay
and dectine, ~ that capitalism, - particularly European capitalism
was recovering from the wounds inflicted on it by the hrst im-
perialist world war, that it had overcome the differences which

had been revealed with such evrdence and acuteness by this war.
The period of the decline of capitalism contimues. But within
this period temporary and partial recoveries are possible.  The
Comintern recorded such a recovery, such: a “stabilisation” - of
capitalism in 1925. This “stabilisation” is a fact. It shouald by no
means be understood as a process of permanent stabilisation of
capitalism — a stabilisation denoting a new ch of ascendancy
of the capitalist order in, general — but merg)o as the degree of
a certain relative stability now reached as comlpared ‘with « the
first post-war years. Now however, the reldtive “and -uhcertain
chardcter of the stabilisation becomés especxa‘ly apparerlt ;
At the beginning of 1926, capitalist Europe is again €x-
periencing a whole series of new. and serious "crises. In ‘Great
Britain - — a pre- eminently industrial erisis; in Ffam:e a pre-
eminently inflation crisis; in Germany an acute economic crisis
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— the beginning of the Dawes Plan crisis; in Poland almost an
economic catastrophz; in Austria also a crisis, etc. The past year
confirmed with remarkable clearness the instability of “stabilisa-
tion” in a number of important European countries.

In order to ascertain how far world capitalism is succeeding
in strengthening its position, we have only to compare its posi-
tion in 1913 (pre-war level) with its position during the 1918—21
period (the period of the conclusion of the war and of the
greatest decline of capitalist economy). But we must bear in mind
that it is not possible to compare essentials with 1913 or some
other - year, because during the past decade. there has been a
series of changes of a “qualitative’” nature within world economy
. itself. ~

If we are to take the pre-war level as a criterion, inhardly any
of the big European countries (America stands quite apart) has
capitalism, generally speaking, exceeded this level, it has not
even yet-reached it to the full. But if we take as‘a criterion the
years of the greatest decline of .capitalist economy, the" period
immediately following the conclusion of the war, then in some
countries the ecomomic position of capitalism is relatively better

- at the present moment.

However, this criterion alome is not emnough. In order to
judge correctly the degree of the stability of capitalism in the
present period, the criterion = must be not only the absolute
figures of production, but one should also investigate the question
of the proportion of the most important branches of industry, of
the internal tendencies of their development.

The partial stabilisation of capitalism in Europe is achieved
to a great extent by 1) unprecedented pressure on the peoples of
the European States (heavy taxes, reduced wages, lowering -of the
existence level in general); 2) pressure on the colonies; and 3)
by “assistance” on the part of the: U.S.A. (American loans)
which is enslaving Europe, i. e., in the final analysis compelling
European workers to work for American capitalists.

In other words, the world bourgeoisie is endeavouring to
transfer “the cost of 'stabilisation” to the working class and the
toiling magses. This is done in various forms in the various coun-
tries, but everywhere by means of a .more or less energetic ex-
ploitation of the workers.

1. Theé German method takes the form of intensification of
the process of the trustification of industry and of the subjection
of national and State economy by America, of bankruptcies and
unemployment. The British “Economist” considers the growth
of unemployment in Germany the result of the “sanitation” pro-
cess, which ought to lead to “cheaper” and more economic pro-
duction”. The entire German bourgeoisie and the upper strata
of Social Democracy term this “rationalisation of production”.

2. The British method is deflation with the clearly expressed
intention to compel the working class to accept a reduction of
~wages, in order to be able to reduce the cost of production, i. e,,
to increase profits.

3. The present comparatively favourable position of French
industry is greatly due to inflation, which is equivalent to a
reduction of the real wage of French workers.

At the same time, an important role in undermining the
“stabilisation” of capitalism may be assigned to such factors as
the consolidation of the U. S. S. R. and growth of the anti-
imperialist movement in colonies and semi-colonies. The fact
alone that such an enormous country as Russia nc longer forms
part of the “usual” system of world economy (the capitalist
systemt), is of considerable importance.

: Continwous government crises in a number of big coun-
tries, cleavages and splits in bourgeois parties, etc., are also
symptoms of capitalist “stabilisation”.

AMERICA.

American hegemony in world economy is asserting itself
more sharply. Although comprising only 5% of the territory and
6,2% ot the world population, Amierica produces more than one
half of the world production of the most important products:
coal, copper, cotton, iron, steel, oil, motorcars. Its exports of
capital is bigger than that of any other country in the world:
one-third of the entire new emission in 1925 estimated at 4!/, mil-
liard dollars. Omne and a half milliard went abroad, mainly to
Canada and South America but also to an increasing extent to
Central and Eastern Europe. The total sum of foreign loans and
war debts already amounts to 21 milliard doilars. Through its
export of capital, the U. S. A. penetrated into all parts of the
world including Europe, which is becoming more and more de-
pendent on Americar capital.

The export of capital takes the form of increased export of
commodities: the export trade of the U. S. A. is rapidly gro-
wing whilst that of the most important European countries still

‘lags far behind the pre-war level.

Naturally the upward development of American capitalism
proceeds in cycles: there are at present partial crises (mining,
textile, garment industries). General economic «rises - are
inevitable. y

The excess profits extracted by the U. S. A. are steadily
growing. The dominating position of American capitalism

‘throughout the world is indisputable. The hegemony of Ameri-

can capitalism has put an indelible imiprint on all the most im-
portani international “agreements” of recent years — Washing-

" ton, the-Dawes Planr and partly also Lecarno.

No secret is any longer made of the “fusion” of the State
apparatus with the- trusts. American capitalism in this respect
has thrown off the mask. -

By sucking the life blood out of Europe, Amirican capi-
talism is objectively contributing to the revolutionisation - of
Europe.

At the same time, Great Britain has ceded to America not
oily priority on the world market, but also “priority” of reaction
as far as the Labour Movemeni is concerned. . (The American
Federation of Labour.)

GREAT BRITAIN.

Great Britain’s adverse trade balance is growing (in 1922 the
adverse balance amounted to £ 180 million, in 1924, £ 344 million,
in 1925 £ 395!/» million). The adverse trade balance is hardly
equalised by the invisible exports (shipping and bank proiits,
foreign capital profits). Coal production in 1924 amounted to
92,2% of the pra-war level, in 1925 it fell to 88,2%. The iron and
steel -industry amounted in 1924 to 86,7% of the pre-war level,
and in 1925 fell to 76,2%. The cost of living in 1924 as compared
with 1914 was 174,7%, in 1925 it reached 175,6.% Workers’
wages, far from being raised, were actually reduced in a number
of branches of industry. The coal crisis which many a time
jeopardised the entire industrial life of Great Britain threatens
to assume unprecedented proportions.

Great Britain is obliged: 1) to carry cn a struggle with
America and Japan in the Pacific; 2) in Europe to struggle
against France (enormous development of big industry during the
war), Germany (German industry is again endeavouring and
compelled to try to compete with British industry) and against
the U. S. S. R. (The Eastern problem.)

As their industrialisation grows the British dominions be-
come more and more emancipated from the influence of London.
The capital available in Great Britain for export camnot satisfy
the requirements of the Dominions which must therefore import
capita! from America.

In order to counteract the Dominions’ tendency to weaken
British imperialism the British bourgeoisie is endeavouring to
establish a system of preferential threatment in the economic
relations between Great Britain and the. Dominions. Events in
China have dealt a severe blow to British prestige.in the East.

In spite of a partial and temporary improvement in some
directions during the past months, it may be said with confi-
dence that economic development in Great Britain, in its main
branches, is on a downward grade, that the .political influence
of British imperialism is weakening, that hegemony has been
wrested irrevocably from Great Britain, that slowly but surely
the power of British imperialism is declining, in spite of a few

transient Successes in certain of its colonies, in India for
instance.
The Liberal Party, due to the growing acuteness of

the class struggle, is in a process of dissolution. Within the
Conservative Party a struggle is going on in conmection with
such important questions as 1) protfectionism; 2) the Mosul
question; 3) the question of tacties in respect of the working
class. The Labour Party has for some time been experiencing a
state of crisis which is strengthening the left wing.

The course of the economic development of Great Britain
brought about great changes in the British Labour Movement.
The influence of the workers’ aristocracy has declined. The
masses are veering to the Left and are seeking new ways and
methods. The change which has taken place in the British
Labour movement is of world-historical importance.
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FRANCE.

The new fact must be reckoned with that during the past
year, France joined the ranks of those countries which are going
through a chronic state of crisis. In ome year the frane fell from
25 cents to 28 cents. The burden of taxation s growing. Taxes
which before the war amounted to 13,3% eof the national revenue,
increased in 1923—24 to 21% and will increase to 25% in
1925—26. The serious financial crisis which France is experien-
cing (in spite of a favourable balance, in spite of the development
mn France during the last decade of a powerful industry, in spite
of the absence of unemployment) shows that the posifion of ca-
pitilism in that country — althoug it emerged “victorious” from
the imperialist war — is tecoming more and more difficult. It
is becoming more difficult even for the petty-bourgeois govern-
ment to extricate itself from this situation whilst still retaining
the framework of private ownership, without applying at least
such measures as partial expropriation of big capitalists. Events
im Moracco and Syria show that the domination of French im-
perialism is becoming undermined in respect of its colonial
possessions. The petty bourgeoisie (Left Bloc), actually in power,
at every new Ministerial change cedes to big capital one position
after the other. But at the same time large sections of the petty
bourgeoisie (especially the peasantry) are inevitably being radi-
calised and revolutionised, although they are as yet in a state of
great political helplessness. The ruling class is continually losing
confidence in its own strength, it is no longer sure that it will be
able to find a way out of the complicated and entangled crisis.

Thus France follows Great Britain on the path of prolonged
crisis and decline. Not only the countries, which were vanguished
in the first imperialist world war, but even the victorious cousn-
tries (Great Britain and France) have entered the stage of chronic
crises, which can only be finally solved by the Social Revolution.

The new programme of the big French bourgeoisie: 1) limi-
tation of parliamentarism; 2) creation of a colonial army out of
the cadres of the mother country which is better equipped and
specially trained for colomial warfare; 3) stabilisation of the
“internal budget” by the bourgeoisie which is to receive in re-
turn the leasehold of the State taxation system (so-called
Stinnesisation); 4) the encouragement of Fascism as a force to be
used against the proletariat and the revolutionarily inclined sec-
tion of the middle classes. :

This programme gives the Communist vanguard of the
French proletariat an opportunity to act as skirmisher for the
various sections of workers, organising the masses in the
struggle against the “national bloc” and criticising unmercifully
the vacillations of the “Left Bloc”.

GERMANY.

he economic situation in Germany is characterised by the
deep contradiction between its highly developed productive
forces and its colomial position. The strong industrial develop-
ment, with a productive capacity far exceeding the needs of the
doniestic market, and the monopolist concentration in cartels
and trusts, demand an imperialist policy. The disarmament
forced by the Peace Treaty; the foreign control of the taxes,
of the Reichsbank, and of the national railways, the reparations
tributes, the increasing penetration of foreign capital and the
inability to export capital, force Germany into the position of
a colony. This contradiction must lead to a crisis.

Only a year ago the fact that the inflation period had been
avercome and that the German bourgeoisie had strengthened
s political position, could be comsidered as the most outstan-
ding fact of the relative stabilisation. The Comwmmist Intes-
rational however, unlike Social Democrats who built up their
emtire policy on a definitive stabilisation of German capitalism,
realised that this stibilisation was in reality neither stable, nor
of long duration.

Last year’s developments proved the correctuess of the
Communist analysis of the political and economic situation in
Germany. In spite of the certain considerable advantages — in
the form of a partial moratorium — which the Daws Plan in the
first year of its application lent Germany’s status abroad, the
relative stabilisation developed into a extraordinary crisis during
this era. This crisis is expressed in mass unemployment which
laas exceeded 3 million, in widespread short-time employment and
im mass bankruptcies. The effects of the Dawes Plan, which are
euly beginning, will make the economic situation still more
acute, with the result that the crisis will become still more
midensified.

In 1025 Germany paid in reparaticns oni: 224 million marks,
in 1925—-26 1t must pay in reparations, accc:ding to the Dawes
Plan, a milliard gold marks. The “reparations problem however
is a problem of recuded wages”. (Keynes.) The tax burden in
1924—25 amounted to 11.3 milliards as against 4.8 milliard
in 1913—14. In 1926 the burden of taxation is bound to be
still heavier as a result of the Dawes Plan.

But the Dawes Plan does not only mean the impoverishment
of the German masses, it also creates enormous difficulties for
the German bourgeoisie. The first pre-requisite for its appli-
cation (the possibilities of which are contested now not only
by the Comununists, but also by many leading political econo-
mists of the bourgeoisie) is the creation of a permanent German
export surplus. In view of thé preseni market crisis throughout
the world, the end of which cannot be foreseen, this is omly
possible by throttling the import ¢f manulactured goods and
consumption. But this artifical German competitive power, de-
veloped at the expense of the working class, must inevitably
restrict the markets of France, Great Britain and other European
countries, and make the crises in these States more acute.

German export is beginning to penetrate into the over-
seas countries, it is gaining ground. That the crisis in the
British coal industry was rendered more acute through the
Dawes Plan is a well-known fact. The Dawes Plan is shar-
pening the world crisis of capitalism, and as this develops in
other countries it finds a magnified reflex in Germany.

A partial alleviation of the economic crisis of Germany
even already in 1926 is not out of the question. But a real
stabilisation by capitalist methods is inconceivable, it is only
possible by means of the preletarian revolution. The continuous
government and parliamentary crisis, the growing monarchist
menace, the crisis within the bourgeois mass parties and the
Social Democratic Parties. the bankruptcy of parliamentarism,
the Leftward trend of the masses, the vacillations of the petty
bourgeoisie in the direction of a rapprochement with the wor-
king class: all these open up a wista of great possibilities to the
Communists for the capture of the masses.

ITALY.

In the couse of development the ruling Fascism was com-
pelled, under the pressure of the inflation crisis and the neces-
sity to get foreign loans, to carry out openly the policy of the
bourgeoisie and of the big agrarians. A section of the middle
stratum of the population was expropriated. The workers were
subjected to increased exploitation. (Abrogation of the 8-hour
day, introduction of a Fascist labour discipline.) A policy of
relentless “fiscal” terror has been introduced against the middle
and poor peasantry. Owing to a shifting of its social basis, -
Fascism is compelled to enforce a series of dictatorial measites
against the workers and the middle classes: legislation for ‘the™
abrogation of the right of association, the new electoral law,
the law for suppression of trade unions, abrogation of the right
of municipalities to elect their own mayors, complete suppression
of the opposition parties and press. Mussolini’s domestic policy
is getting more and more into a blind alley and Fascism is intent
on finding a way out by means of an imperialist policy, by
the acquisition of new colonies and by a bellicose attitude. But
through this new fascist imperialism, Fascist Italy is continually
degenerating to the staius of a plaything of the big imperizlist
world Powers.

POLAND.

The catastrophic economic position of Poland cannot be
better expressed than is done in the following note of the repre-
sentatives of amalgamated manufacturers, banks, trade, com-
merce and agriculture submitted to the President of the Polish
Republic on December 17, 1925:

“The economic life of the Polish State is declining every day,
nay, every hour. Unemployment in industry is growing, there
are already 213,000 unemployed, i. e., 30% of those employed in
production at present. Such a percentage is unknown anywhere
else in Europe. Moreover, many of the employed work. only 5,
4 or even 3 days a week. The result of this is that to every
6 employed there are 4 unemployed, this position is getting
worse every day. Soon it will be a case of the minority bein
compelled to support the majority. Factories are at a standsti
as there is no one to buy their produce. Small landowners who
are a very important factor for the manufactured goods market
have lost their purchasing capacity. Big landowners groaning
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under the burden of the high interest ior short- term credits are
still less able to absorb the produce of industry. In view of the
present decline of industry the workers have also ceased to be
consumers. Employees have also ceased to buy. Handicraft enter-
prises are sharing the fate of the bigger industry — their
number is declining. Never has {rade been in such a parlous
state as now. Mr. President, the entire industrial life of Poland
is on the point of death. Many enterprises have gone under
forever. There is no time to be lost.”

The Finance Minister declared to the sejm that ,the ex-
chequer is empty“ and that there is a ,confidence crisis® within
and without the Republic. The bureaucratic apparatus is in a
state of unprecedented disintegration. Corruption reigns every-
where. In addition to this there prevails the system of White
Terror and violence against workers, disorders among the star-
ving unemployed driven to despair, etc. The national oppression
of the Ukrainians, White Russians, Jews, Germans, Lithuanians,
etc, is arousing increased indignation: The exploitation of the
masses is growing, and at the same time grows the burden of
taxation and of higher prices. Not only the workers, but minor
employees and considerable sections of the petty bourgeoisie see
that the economic position is getting worse daily.

THE DANUBE AND BALKAN STATES.

The extensive splitting up of the Danube and Balkan States
has led to a chronic economic crisis. Old established industry
suffers from the loss of its former economic territory. The new
industry of the other countries fostered by protective tariffs
suffers from the inadequacy of its markets. The process of sta-
bilisation undertaken by the League of Nations in Austria and
Hungary has caused a permanent economic crisis in these
countries. The land reforms introduced after the war have
failed to do away with the feudal survivals of land tenure, or to
ease the position of the peassant masses in general. The great
number of refugees in some of the States (Greece, and Bulgaria)

is creating new economic and political diificulties. The national .

question, far from being sloved by the peace treaties, has
assumed a new and more acute form. To keep the nationalities
in subjection a big State apparatus is required, the upkeep of
which. is a heavy burden on the population. The Danube-Balkan
obuntries are the main arena of the imperialist struggles between
Great Britain. France, and lately also America. On the other
hand, the various other Balkan countries, especially Yugo-
Slavia, aim at hegemony in the Balkans. France is endeavouring
to bolster up the Little Entente in order to use it against Greece
* and Bulgaria which are under British influence, and. also against
Germany, as well as against Soviet Russia. To counteract this,
British and American capitalism is endeavouring to create a
Balkan or South European Bloc. All these conilicting elements
forbode grave war danger.

Despite systematic terror the revolutionary labour move-
ment continues to exist. The fostering of the alliance between
the proletariat and the peasantry which is under economic and
in part under national oppression, must be the chief aim in the
policy of the Communist Party.

EAST.

The past year has also borne out the absolute correctness
of the Leninist appraisal of the development of events in the
East, as made by the last Enlarged Executive of the C.I. The
national-revolutionary liberation movement in the East has made
A great stride forward and in some countries is developing
more rapidly than was expected. Because of the gradual indu-
strialisation of the East, events there assume particularly great
importance.

The following important changes and achievements in this
liberation struggle of the Eastern peoples may be noted:

1. Sharpened forms of the struggle against imperialist
sppression which in Morocco and Syria have developed into an
wrmed rising.

.« 'Events in Syria and Morocco show on the one hand that
he national-liberation movement in the colonies is inevitably
growing, that it is weakening imperialism whilst adding grist
to ‘the mill of the proletariat fighting for Socialism. On the other
hand the courageous struggle of the Communist Party of France
+gainst the colonial wars in Morocco and Syria shows that the
vanguard of the proletariat is solidarising with the colonial

roeples who are fighting for their emancipation, it is connecting
this struggle with the international proletarian struggle for
Socialism.

2. The broad mass character of the national-revolutionary
movement in China, intg which millions of workers and peasauts
have been drawn.

3. Desertion of the national-liberation movement by some
sections of the native industrial and trading big bourgeoisie of
India, and in part.of Egypt and China, and transference of the
centre of gravity of leadership of the movement to the revolu-
tionary lowes strata. :

4. Independent class actions of the revolutionary proletariat.
In China (political strikes, Shanghai, Hongkong, Canton). In
India also the rapid industrialisation of the country enhances
the social importance of the Indian workers who are beginning
to play an important role in Indian life.

The movement in China is undoubtedly of world historical
magnitude and shows the immeasurably vast reserves of the
proletarian revolution in the East.

Within the framework of the entire national-liberation mo-
vement the role of the young Chinese labour movement is beco-
ming more and more important. The Chinese labour movement has
already important achievements to its credit: organisation of
trade unions on a class basis, growing influence of . the people’s
revolutionary party, the Kuomintang, which is connected with
the Communist Party, consolidation of the revolutionary govern-
ment of Canton which is the first revolutionary-democratic
government in the East and which has the support of the urban
and rural masses and carries on a stubborn struggle against the
imperialists.

The powerful influence of the Russian Revolution and of the
ideas of Comintern on the development of events in China is
unchallengeable.

Latin America can and must also become a stromghold of
the liberation movement against imperialism (particularly the
imperialism of the U.S. A.). Under present circumstances most
of the nations of Latin America are oppressed nations which
sconer or later will be drawn into the struggle against the im-
perialism of the United States of America.

U.S.8.R.

Simultaneously at the other end of the globe in the Union
of Socialist Soviet Republics, in the union of countries wrested
by the proletariat from the bourgeoisie, we witness a remarkable
economic development and a consolidation of the economic and
political power of the proletariat. In spite of the continusus
pursuance by bourgeois States of the policy of isolating and en-
circling the U.S.S.R., in spite of the terrible inheritance of the
civil war, the Union of Socialist Republics has been able to
raise its industry to pre-war level and to achieve considerable
successes in socialist construction which is bound to extend and
continue to expand. In spite of all the difficulties of internal deve-
lopment which the U.S.S.R. has as yet to overcome, the econo-
mic, political and cultural construction initiated by the proletariat
of the U.S.S.R. is already atiracting the attention and eliciting
the warm sympathy of ever-growing sections of workers
throughout the world. Even Social Democratic leaders, who for
years carried on a fierce struggle against the Russian Revolution
and the Soviet power are compelled under pressure brought to

- bear by the workers to admit that the U.S.S.R. is growing

strong and overcoming the greatest difficulties it encounters on
its path. The successes achieved on the field of Socialist construc-
tion in the U.S.S.R. are becoming more and more the criterion
for the successes of international Socialism in general. The
U.S.S.R. is becoming the centre of attraction for the proleta-
rians of all countries, the pivot of the International Proletarian
Revolution. '

In the present world situation there are everywhere funda-
mental differences between two systems, two worlds, between
which as yet a more or less unstable equilibrium is maintained.
On the one side the world of capitalism headed by America, on
the other side the world of proletarian revolution headed by the
U.S.S.R. American imperialism continues o retain the hege-
mony of the capitalist world. On the field of international poli-
tics America, whenever it so desires, draws to its side Greai
Britain as an ally (Anglo-America bloc). But this does not mean
that there are no differences between America and Great Bri-
tain in such cardinal questions as China, Mosul and Mexico.
Neither does it mean that the other parts of the bourgeois world,
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which to a certain extent are under the influence of the Anglo-
American bloc, are free from internal differences of their own.

The economic differences between America and Great Bri-
tain increased during 1925. We witness differences between Great
Britain and the U.S. A. in the Pacific, China, Japan, and Turkey,
in South America, etc. — differences fraught with the menace of
another. world war. Great Britain itself is a debtor to the
U.S. A., whilst the latter with its more powerful productive
forces and colossal accumulation of capital is the creditor of
nearly all the other parts of the bourgeois world. The U.S. A.
at present is a country which is not only looking for markets
for its produce, but to a far greater extent for markets for the
export of capital, whilst Great Britain is in the grip of a chronic
industrial crisis and unemployment. Taking advantage of the
support of the U.S. A., imperialist Great Britain is systemati-
cally endeavouring to isolate the U.S.S.R., to put difficulties
in the way of the U.S.S.R.’s world trade and of the possibility
of foreign loans. Its policy with respect to the U.S.S.R. is the
policy of encirclement preparatory to another attack on the
Soviet Republic at an opportune moment.

*® g *

The true state of affairs in the capitalist world, this remar-
kable net-work of contradictions which resulted from the world
war is this year masked so-as to bring confusion into the ranks
of the workers. This mask is the Locarno Agreement.

The objective meaning of Locarno is as follows:

1) By these agreements American capitalism is consolida-
ting its interests against the whole of capitalist Europe (paci-
fication of Europe as a guarantee that the debtor nations will
work and will regularly pay interest to America. At the same
time America viewed with great displeasure the first weak at-
tempt of the “debtor nations” of Europe to unite to a certain
extent against America itself); 2) through these agreements
British imperialism is defending its special interests against
France (Great Britain — as security, as arbitrator); 3) The
French bourgeoisie protects its special interests against Ger-
many (which is being enlisted by Great Brilain as a support
against France). At the same time Locarno expresses the failure
of the attempt of France to establish its hegemony over the
European continent; and 4) British imperialism with the sup-
port of French imperialism and with the help of the Locarno
Agreement is developing its front against the U.S.S.R., which
it tries to isolate, endeavouring for this purpose to draw Ger-
many also into its orbit.

It is becoming more and more evident that the methods for
the “consolidation of peace” through the League of Nations (par-
‘ticularly agreements similar to that of Locarno) are methods
for the preparation of new wars. The pacifist illusions connec-

ted with the activity of the League of Nations particularly with

Locarno are certainly still prevalent even among workers, thanks
to the Social Democratic leaders who are accomplices of the
League of Nations in the deception of the masses, thereby con-
verting the Second International into one of the appendages of
the League of Nations. But the whole trend of events goes to-
wards dissipating these pacifist illusions, towards showing con-
clusively to large sections of the proletariat and to the sections
of the petty bourgeoisie nearest to it, the falsity of the League
of Nations. Among large sections of workers throughout the
world, the idea is gaining ground that new imperialist wars can
only be avoided by following the path of proletarian revolution,
that the strongest bulwark against new wars is ‘the consolidation
of the U.S.S.R,, that the only leader of the masses against pre-
datory wars is the Communist International. .

»**

_ The situation may be summed up as follows:

1. There is a consolidation of capitalism in America and
in some other fransoceanic countries.

2. In the second half of 1925, economic crises became more
acute in all the most important capitalist countries of Europe.

3. There is a colossal growth of the ‘concentration of the
means of production in the hands of trusts and cartels backed
by bank capital. Growth of trustification exists in America,
Great Britain, France and Germany. )

4. Increasing acuteness in the economic antagonism between
America . and Great Britain. As before the first imperialist world
war, the main antagonism was antagonism between Great Britain

and Germany, at present antagomism between America and
Great Britain is developing rapidly. (In this connection, the
significance of other important antagonisms such as America
and Japan, Great Britain and France, etc, should 'not be
underestimated.) '

5. Beginning of the failure of the Dawes Plan.

6. Five million unemployed (the figure is much higher if
families are included).

. 1. Impoverishment of the middle sections of the population
in almost all the countries of Europe. .

And at the same time:

1. On the territory which embraces one-sixth of the terrestial
globe, the U.S.S.R., Socialism is in the course of construction
— although with great difficulties.

2. On {erritory embracing nearly one-quarter of the po-
pulation of the world — growth and development of the national-
liberation movement and side by side with it the revolutionary
movement of the workers at the head of the national-liberation
struggle (China). .

3. In Morocco and Syria, the national-liberation movement
has developed into actual war. In India and Egypt the national-
llberlation movement against imperialism is ripening. slowly but
surely.

4. Throughout the capitalist world, Communist Parties, are
becoming more and more efficient and — although with
fluctuations connected to a great extent with the industrial si-
tuation — the labour movement is growing. !

The Comintern rejects hasty conclusions as though “stabili-
sation of capital” were non-existent. But it rejects as emphati-
cally as before the “conclusion” of the Social Democratic leaders
that hcapitalism has become consolidated for another historical
epoch.

The course of events during the past year has shown over
and over again the steadfastness of the fundamental Leninist
policy of the Communist Internationai — the policy of world
proletarian revolution! The absence of a directly revolutionary
situation during the epoch of partial and untenable stabilisation
of capitalism can and must impel the Communist International
to make corresponding changes in the methcds of its work, but
the ;iiiml and the basis of the activity of the Comintern remain
as of old. ,

It

New Phenomniena in the International Labour Movement and the
B United Front Tactics.

The desire for unity is recently being very strongly mani-
fested among the working masses of varicus countries and at
the same time there is a certain re-estimation as to the value of
reformism, a certain disappointment in reformist nethods among
those wide strata of the workers who have supported reformism
during recent years. Under present conditions the desire for
unity is based on the class struggle. '

These new phenomena are caused by various reasons:

1. The economic development of a number of most im-
portant bourgeois countries is again leading to a deterioration
{sometimes actual misery) in the conditions of the broad masses
of the workers. The deterioration in the situation of the British
bourgeoisie deprives it more and more of the possibility of
receiviig surplus profits from its colonies and semi-colonies,
and at the same time of the possibility of creating certain pri-
vileges for the labour aristocracy which is the main channel for
the exercise of reformist influence on the general masses of the
workers. :

In Great Britain unemployment is becoming more. wide-
spread. The experience of the Jirst “Labour” Government of
Macdonald dealt reformist illusions a serious blow. The capitalist
offensive which is engendering even bigger conilicts (the miners)
is teaching the working masses to think about the necessity of
organising working class mass action. : ‘

In Germany, unemployment has taken on tremendous di-
mensions. The. economic situation of the working masses is
growing worse with every day. At the same time, .the monarchist
danger is increasing. The ruling classes, intend ‘comperisating
the deposed dynasty to the extent of 2,5 milliard marks. The
Goverpmental crisis is becoming ‘permanent.c The ftax burden:is
growing. - - '
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In France the results of the financial crisis are threatening
to press heavily upon the toiling masses. The evenis in Syria
and Morocco are bound to represent a smalil scale rehearsai -of
future “great” imperialist collisions, in the eyes ot the workers.
The inextricable parliamentary and governmental crisis gives
the toiling masses a striking proof of the fact that the whole
system of bourgeois democracy is rotting at the very roofs.

Analogous phenomena are occurring in Poland, in Czecho-
Slovakia, in Italy, in the Balkans and in a number of other
countries.

2. In many of the most importani countries in Europe the
coalition policy (i. e. the policy of Social Democrats participating
in coalition bourgeois governments, with the understanding to
make the masses happy by peaceful reformist methods) has
clearly become bankrupt. In the Social Democratic parties
of France, Germany and Poland, an open struggle is taking place
just on this question as to whether or not they can parficipate
in coalition governments. And the representatives of the Social
Democratic - “Left Wing”, who oppose collaboration with the
bourgeoisie, and further participation in coalition governments,
undoubtedly express (although to a very small degree)j the dis-
content of the rank and file Social Democratic workers who, after
a number of coalition experiments have outlived (or are outliving)
their reformist illusions, having become convinced ot their
futility. This by no means signities that these strata of Social
Democratic workers have finished once and tor all with their
reformist illusions. A relapse is possible and to a certain degree
inevitable. But the cycles of enthusiasm for reformist illusions —
given correct tactics on our part — will become riore and more
shortlived, until ultimately the broad strata of Social Democratic
workers will be finally won over to our side.

3. The fact of the economic growth of the U.S.S.R. has
tremendous influence over the masses of Social Democratic
workers of the whole world. Even those strata of Social De-
mocratic workers amongst whom the prejudices against prole-
tarian dictatorship and against revolutionary force and ocivii
war 'were particularly widespread, are now becoming convinced
by the living example that the path taken by ‘the working class
of the U.S.S.R. is correct. The U.S.S.R. — the only country
in which the workers hold their fate in their own hands, in
which the construction of Socialism is taking place; in which
the material and moral position of the working class is gra-
dually rising — cannot fail to serve as a magnet for the rank
and file Social Democratic workers of the whole world. The
previous calumny with which the leaders of the International
Social Democracy enveloped the U.S.S.R. is now dispersing.
Workers delegations coming to the U.S.S.R. have piayed and
will still play a tremendous role in the work of liberating the
Social Democratic workers from reformist influence.

4. The Social Democratic workers in a number of European
countries . have instinctively felt during the recent period that
the danger of an imperialist war is gradually looming up once
again. The increase of armaments throughout the whole world,
the shifting of reparations payments onto the shoulders of the
working class, ~the onslaught of the imperialists ‘against the
rising national-liberation movement in the East, the continued
efforts for concluding new secret treaties — all these factors
are arousing among the Social Democratic workers the cons-
ciousness -of the danger of a new world war, which can only be
averted by the real, firm unity of the entire proletariat on an
international scale. /

All these tactors taken together are creating a new  mood
amongst wide circles of, Social Democratic workers (and non-
Party) and are arousing in them a real, mass, spon-
taneous desire for unity in the working class ranks. All this
led. to the first considerable successes of the united front tactics
in such ocountries as Great Britain, Germany, Belgium, Sweden
and elsewhere. :

* *

*®

The Communist International and .its Sections must meet
with determination and sincerity, these honest endeavours of
the Social Democratic workers for unity.

In this sense a wide basis.for a real execution of the Uni-
ted Front Tactics is only now being created. E
. These new phenomena of tremendous importance have also
led to the formation of the Anglo-Russian Trade Union Com-
mittee, to the success of the Communist Party of Great Britain
and the Minority Movement, to the joint struggle of the Com-

munists and Social Democrats in Germany (campaign for ocon-
fiscation of the Hohenzollern property without compensation)
to the first successes in uniting the workers on the trade union
front in Sweden, to the idea of the Labour Party in Norway,
and so forth.

Under pressure of the broad masses, the Social Democratic
leaders are commencing to change their tactics, at any rate in
words. Together with the “tendency” of Kautsky, openly in
favour of preaching White Guard factics with regard to the
U.S.S.R.,, an apparently “Left” tendency has arisen in the
li. International (of which Otto Bauer is the most outstanding
exponent) preaching a “iriendly” attitude towards the U.S.S.R.
Austrian Social Demiocracy is one of the strongest Social De-
mocratic Parties numerically and ideologically, 1t is headed by
the most skilful diplomats of reformism. That is why the swing
round of Otto Bauer & Co., (Compere Morel in France) is of
symptomatic importance and shows how profoundly the mood of
the large sections of the Social Democratic workers has changed.

At the same time the “Left” Social Democratic leaders con-
tinue to hurl slander at the Communist International, putting
forward the most perfidious and vencmous acousations against
it. This same Otto Bauer at the recent Congress of the II. Inter-
naticnal in Marseilles, in a “Iriendly” resolulution on the atti-
tude towards the U.S.S.R. and the Eastern peoples, made the
following assertion: “The Comintern is spreading the illusion
that it can bring about the liberation of the workers by the
sharp bayonets of the Red ‘Army. The Comintern considers that
a mew world war must be brought about in order to achieve
the victory of the world revolution. The Comintern is suppor-
ting the revoluticnary movement in Asia and Africa; in the hope
that by relying on same it will be ~ble to deal capitalism a
mortal blow through war.” With the thorough knowledge that
a new war is really being prepared not by the U.S.S.R. but
by the imperialist governments against the U.S.S. R., the “Left”
Social Democratic leaders, taking advantage of the rightful ha-
tred of Social Democratic workers to wariare, are endeavouring
under the mask of benevolence to estrange the workers from
the U.S.S.R. by means of the above-mentioned false assertions,
and thereby, turn the Social Democratic workers away from the
idea of a united working class on a world scale.

Another favourite method of the Social Democratic leaders
in their opposition to the idea of the United Fromt, is their
attempt to represent ‘their own” Communists (i. e. Commnists
of their own country) as the worst elements of the Communist
movement with whom, as distinct from the Communists
of other countries, it is impossible to march together. They
achieve this by spreading calumnies against the Communists
in their own countries.

And, finally, in order to wreck the United Front tactics,
some Social Demtocratic leaders resort also to the following
method; they depict themselves as being even more deflinite
“supporters of unity” than the Comununists, and wurge that
real unity can only be created in' the event of the Commu-
nists renouncing the idea of an independent. political Party and
agreeing to enter the Social Democratic Party, etc.

It stands tc reason that there can be no question whatever
2bout any amalgamation of the Communist Parties with Social
Democratic Parties. This would be open treachery to the cause
of the proletarian revolution. It would be a complete renun-
ciation aof the great historic role of the proletariat. The exi-
stence of an independent Commmumist Party is the ABC
of Marxism and Leninism. The most important victory
of the working class during the past few years is
that, despite all colossal difticulties, it has succeeded
in forming in various ocountries throughout the world
independent Communist Parties, openly opposing the treachery
of the Social Democratic leaders, and defending the idea of a
proletarian revolution and making preparations therefore. Only
under the banner of the Communist Party can the entire prole-
tariat be united — and in due time without doubt it will be
united. '

But at the same time the Enlarged Executive of the Co-
mintern declares that it will conduct the United Front tactics
with greater energy than even before, i.e. it will propose to
the Social Democratic workers (and non-Party workers) a joint
struggle, joint activities against the bourgeoisie on all the most
important problems of politics and economics, upon which
accord can be reached between Social Democratic workers and
Communists.
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The Enlarged Executive of the E.C.C.1I. categorically in-
vites all its Sections to welcome fearlessly and sincerely every
endeavour of Social Democratic workers for a united struggle
against the bourgeoisie and to join with the Social Democratic
workers for various practical activities, even for the most mo-
derate slogans, and to display a careful, comradely and correct
attitude towards -the Social - Democratic workers in order to
enable them to march together with us against the bourgeoisie.

The Communist International has no grounds for revising
its ‘estimation of the objective role of Social Democracy and in
particular of its' teaders (including also the “Left”). This esti-
mation is given in a number of Comintern documents, commen-
cing with the I Congress and ending with the V Congress of
the Comintern. The Enlarged Executive of the C. I. emphatically
rejects all liquidatory talk about the mecessity of “revision” of
the decisions of the V Congress (the opinions of the French
Right opposition and of certain other “Communists” with liqui-
datory tendencies). The Comintern does not doubt: that the
majority of Social Democratic leaders will sabotage the United
Front of the workers as before, — as is being done now, for
instance, by the Social Democratic leaders in Germany even on
such questions as the expropriation of royal Princes in which
ordinary Republicans could support the workers. But the chan-
ging situation modified the moods of wide strata of Social De-
mocratic workers; in various periods and under different con-
ditions the Social democratic masses play an objectively diflerent
role, which should be taken into consideration first of all in con-
ducting the United Front tactics.

The Communist International is still of the opinion that the
United Front tactic is on no account equivalent to a parliamen-
tary bloc with Social Democratic leaders nor does it mean the
merging of Communist Parties with Social Democratic parties,
or signify the renunciation by the Communist Party of its inde-
pendence in matters of propaganda and agitation. The Com-
munist International, as before, considers that the United Front
tactic is nothing else but a method of revolutionary mobilisation
of the masses, a method to win the majority of the workers
onto the side of the Comintern. In the present historical situation,
the United Front tactic is the only correct method of uniting
the largest possible numbers of the International proletariat, the
only correct method of reeducating the masses of Social Demo-
cratic and non-Party workers in the spirit of Marxism as
against reformism.

The Social Democratic leaders opposing the United Front
often assert that Communists, as it were, in reality do not desire
a United Front. Such an interpretation is absolutely false. The
slogan “United Front” is for us first and foremost a slogan for
the real class mobilisation of the working masses on behalf of
the struggle against the bourgeoisie for their urgent needs and
demands. If at the same time our agitation is directed against
the Social Democratic leaders, this is because these latter hinder
the union of the workers in their struggle for their most pres-
sing needs.

£ *

*

Parallel with this, just as the bourgeoisie of European
countries is attracted towards the American imperialists, seeking
salvation among them, the Social Democratic leaders are also
straining their vision towards America, seeking inspiration
from the leaders of the American labour movement, who are
typical agents of the bourgeoisie in the camp of the workers.

The magnates of American capitalism, on the basis of their
high surplus profits, promote the idea of forming a labour aristo-
cracy particularly systematically, corrupting and demoralising
the entire hierarchy of the American labour movement.

The' leadership of the American Federation of Labour is
entirely in the hands of the bribed leaders of the “labour aristo-
cracy”. By means of forming a large number of “trade union”
banks, distributing shares of factory enterprises among workers,
organisation of the employers of “company unions”, etc., the Ame-
rican Gompers trade unions are indeed actually “uniting” with the
capitalist enterprises. The number of trade union members is
on the decline. The unions have the tendency of becoming exclu-
sive organisations including for the most part only the labour
aristocracy. A whole system of class collaboration between
trade unions and employers has crystallised. (B. and O. Plan.)
The Pan-American Federation has been formed primarily to
The Pan-American Federation - of Labour has been formed primari-
ly tokeep out America “alien” workers who might threaten the

privileges of the labour aristocracy. The most malicious calums-
niators of the U.S.S.R. are the leaders of these “trade unions”.

And this “work”. is: looked upon with envy by many re-
formist leaders in Europe. In Germany, in Austria and in other
countries these leaders are preaching the “Americanisation” of
the labour movement. They are beginning to imitate the. for-
mation of “labour” banks, connected with the enterprises. The
purchase of shares by the upper strata of the labour aristocracy
is pictured as a peaceful “evolution” into Socialism. The Right:
leaders of Amsterdam see in-the American Federation of Labour
salvation from the Bolshevik danger. “Americanisation” is
counterposed to the spontaneous aspiration of European Social
Democratic workers for a rapprochement with the proletariat
of the U.S.S.R. Together with the “blessings” of the Dawes
Plan, the “blessings” of Gompersite “Americanisation” of the
labour movement are also being imported.

One of the most important tasks of the present time is to
denounce the Bourgeois counter-revolutionary significance of
such a policy before the workers of the whole world."

L

Crises in Sections of the Comintern and the Struggle against
Deviations.

Crises in the young Sections of the Comintern were inevi-
table during the first years of the existence of the Communist
International: they were caused by the transitional nature of the
epoch as a whole, by the lack of revolutionary experiences on
the part of the newly formed Communist Parties, by the existence
within these Parties of strata, ofter very numerous, which had
come over to us from the Social Democrats, by ‘the absence of
a staff of generally acknowledged leaders, by the numerical
ascendancy of the Social Democratic Parties over ours, etc.
The task of the Communist International as a whole is to assist
the various Sections to overconie their crises and to establish
such a condition within the Parties that the occurrence of crises
will altogether be an exception. The objective position in Europe
is favourable for the: working class struggle-for its liberation:
Hence the subjective factor, i. e., the degree of readiness of the
Communist Parties for executing the ‘historie mission -with
which they are entrusted, gains still greater significance.

During the past year it has been possible completely to
overcome the crises in the Czecho-Sflovak and Italian Parties.
Whereas at the previous session of the Enlarged Executive
{March, 1925} = the internal situation in the .-Communist
Party of Czecho-Slovakia was extremely tense, now, by the pre-
sent session of the E.C.C.1., with the aid of the Communist
International, the C.P. Cz. has become consolidated, has straigh-
tened out its policy and has had considerable successes.

The long drawn out Left Wing crisis inside the -Mtalian
Communist Party (Bordiga) has been satisfactorily ‘ended by
the recent Congress, which found sufficient inward force to be
able to defeat all digressions ‘{rom the basic Communist policy.
The correct potitical lifie of ‘the C.P.1. has already brought it
considerable successes-artiong ‘the masses‘and in the near futtire
will undcubtedly be a source of still greater successes.

The development of events in the C.P.Cz. may serve as
an example as to how Right deviations should be overcome.
And the development of events in the C.P.I. may.serve as an
example as to how ultra-Left deviations should be overcome.

The crisis experienced by the Communist Party of Germany
is not yet completely finished. After the defeat of 1923 and the
bankruptcy of the Brandlerite C. C., the. Communist International
was compelled to agree to handing over theleadership to the
“Lefts” despite the fact that it knew that Maslow, Ruth Fischer,
and Scholem were capable of committing colossal ultra-Left er-
rors. At the Frankfurt (“Left”) Congress the Com. International
fought decidedly against the errors of the afore-mentioned group
— (on the trade union question, the question of united front, the
relations of the C.P.G. to Com. International and the Party
leadership, etc.). From the first moment the 1leadership was
transferred into the hands of the said group, the Com. Interna-
tional warned the Party against their errors. When it became
clear that this group was incapable of overcoming deviations,
when from among the Lefts themselves a group of the better
workers determined to break with the Maslow-Ruth . Fischer
group became crystallised, capable of taking matters into.their
own hands, the Com. International supported the removal of the
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Maslow-Fischer group from the leadership. The Com. Inferna-
tional jointly with the German delegation then in Moscow ad-
dressed an Open Letter in August 1925 to all Party members and
organisations. The policy of the Open Letter has perfectly justi-
fied itself as correct. The Open Letter by its political and inner
Party content formed the basis of the policy of the new Party
leadership: The Party was enabled to get into closer contact
with wider circles of the working masses. The Party succeeded
in achieving far-reaching results on the road to the realisation
of the united front. The wall between our Party and the Social
Democratic workers is beginning to crumble. In order comple-
tely to liquidate the crisis caused by the 1923 events, the C.P. G.
must completely defeat the ultra-Left deviation, whose represen-
tatives, (Scholem-Ruth Fischer-Maslow) are dragging the Party
backwards. The task that arises is therefore to neutralise the
errors of “the leaders” with a view to the complete conquest of
the workers, who follow these “leaders”, at the same time making
no concessions of principle either to Right or ultra-Leit tenden-
cies not yet completely liquidated within the Communist Party
of Germany.

The state of affairs in France has particular significance for
the Com. International. In view ol the objective situation, the
French Party will be bound to. play a most important role in
the near future. The objective situation is extremely favourable
for the work of the Communist Party in France. The main dan-
ger here is the Right digression. The Right opposition in France
is by no means homogenous. Side by side with quite anti-Com-
munist and -counter-revolutionary elements (Souvarine) side by
side. with the group clearly receding from Communism to Syn-
dicalism, (Rosmer, Monatte), side by side with old-fashioned ele-
ments incapable of understanding the new tasks and ‘maintaining
Social Democratic heritages (Loriot), there are undoubtedly ele-
ments in the French Opposition which have been forced there
by various errors of the Party leadership, by more or less right-
ful discontent at various abnormalities in the work of the Party.
The task of the C.P.F. should be 1) by means of an extensive
educational campaign in connection with the decisions of the
December 1, 2 Conference which to a certain extent corrected
these errors and democratisation of the entire Party life to create
a situation which among other things will lead to a destratifica-
tion of the present Right opposition and restore to the Party the
best elements thereof; 2) on this basis to restore discipline within
the Party, and not hesitate at expelling from the Party = those
who do not wish to break with Souvarine and Co.

The Communist Party of Poland ‘has passed through a
period of severe crisis. The ultra-Left errors of the Party lea-
dership almost ruined the Party. The decisions taken at the re-
cent conference of the C. P. P. on the peasant question, on the
national question, etc.,, and approved by the Communist Inter-
national, are calculated to bring the Party onto the correct path.
During the past year the Comintern has experienced a relapse of
“ultra-Left” deviations in Germany, Haly and Poland. In the
present situation this deviation can cause particularly great harm.
The main- danger of this deviation is the incapacity of fighting
for ‘the masses, ;the incapacity of applying the United. Front
tactics, -the inability even of correctly presenting the question as
to how to win over the majority of the workers to our side.

The struggle against the “Ultra-Left” deviation in Ger-
many, the struggle against the Right opposition in France, this
determines the Com. International policy in connection with the
present day deviations. At the same time in. various parties
of ‘the Comintern, as before, there has to be a simultaneous
struggle against both Right and ultra-Left deviations. The main
direction of Comintern activities as before remains the Leninist
policy of being able to repulse both Right and ultra-Left de-
viations in accordance with the circumstances, place and time.

It stapds to reason that the struggle against the ultra-Leits,
can .only be a struggle for Leninism when the Rights are not
‘given any possibilities of interpreting this struggle as being
their victory, and vice verse. . - ;

The: Comintern in this respect confirms — as in all other
respects — the ‘theses on Bolshevisation accepted at the last
session of the Enlarged Executive. -

v The Enlarged Executive of the Communist International
completely endorses the decision of the Presidium of the
E.C.C.1. against carrying the discussion on the disputed que-
stions of the XIV. Russian Party Congress into the Sections of

the Communist ‘International.

IV.
Tasks of the Comintern.

1. The objective conditions for the victory of Socialism in
Europe are becoming more mature. More and more signifi-
cance is acquired by the subjective factor, i. e., the question as
to what extent the working class is becoming consolidated, to what
extent the Communist Parties are becoming strengthened,
the degree in which they are becoming really Bolshevik Parties,
and as to how they will be able to prove equal to the historic
situation. While foreseeing (in connection with the partial stabi-
lisation of capitalism) — the possibility of a more protracted
development of the Proletarian Revolution, the Commiunist Par-
ties should, however, strain every nerve so as also to be prepared
for a more rapid tempo of development of the Revolution. The
most important task of the Communist International during the
coming years is to pay more attention to the political training of
Communist Parties, to their tempering, organisational consoli-
dation, ideological firmness, revolutionary energy and capa-
bility of approaching the masses.

2. At the present time when many of the mos. important
European capitalist States, despite the partial “stabilisation” of
capitalism, are entering an economic cul de sac; when the pro-
ductive forces of capitalist Europe are declining or marking
time; when the standard of living of the masses of toilers is
deteriorating; when American imperialism is turning capitalist
Europe more and more into its vassal, when the miasses of
workers, including the Social Democratic workers are seeking
more persistently a way out of the situation that has been crea-
ted, becoming convinced by experience that the ‘“coalition”
policy of collaboration of Social Democrats with the bourgeoi-
sie. will not bring the solution of the crisis, which is daily
becoming more complicated; in such a situation the. task of the
Communist Party is: to put forward more extensively, more de-
cisively and more persistently than ever before to the masses
of the people, its programme for saving Europe by means of the
Preletzrian Revolution, the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, the
formation of the United States of Socialist Europe (a slogan
approved by the Comintern already in 1923) and realising the
slogan “workers of all countries and oppressed peoples of the
world, unite”.

While propagating the idea of forming a Uniled States of
Europe as a means of liberating the pro%etaria‘t and the peo-
ples of Europe from a twofold oppression, the oppression of
national capital and North American capital, the following cir-
cumstances should also be borne in mind. Firstly, the slogan
for the United States of Furope should be regarded as the poli-
tical expression of the inter-State relations of the Socialist So-
viet Republics of Europe, created as a result of a victorious
proletarian revolution in the European countries. Secondly, the
victorious Proletarian Revolution in Europe should not necess-
sarily be understood as the simultaneous victory of the prole-
tariat throughout the whole of Furope. It should be interpreted
as a whole period of revolutionary upheavals in the process
of which the Proletarian Revolution may first be victorious in
various countries, or in one Furopean country and later extend
to all the countries of Europe. Thirdly, the slogan for the
United States means that the liberated nationalities of Europe
can only federate on an entirely voluntary basis with the com-
plete recognition of the rights of nations to -self-determination.
Fourthly, this slogan while being a slogan of praletarian dic-
tatorship, means proclaiming the liberation of the colonial and
semi-colonial countries and the establishment of oollaboration
with these on a completely voluntary basis. o

The propaganda for the slogan “the United States of So-
cialist Europe” of “United States of Workers’ and Peasants’
Republics of Europe” if presented in a proper form (criticism and
ridicule of the banal-pacifist. interpretation of the “United States
of Europe” slogan, denunciation of the impotence of the bour-
geois ideas in this connection), will be of tremendous ad-
vantage. : "
At the same time in many European countres (France, Italy,
the Balkans; Czschoslovakia,” Germany) the slogan for a Wor-
kers and Peasants’ Govermment should be launched with special
cmshasis, : : '

The United States of Socialist Europe in alliance with the
U.S.8.R,, in ailiance with the oppressed peoples of the world,
in alliance with the Socialist nucleus of the American prole-
tariat, could represent such a tremendous force against which
imperialist America would be helpless.
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3. i particular in oconnection with the international con-
wereptve’ summoned by the League of Nations (economic and
disarmament conferences) the Communist Parties, on the basis
of the general programme conceptions of the Comintern, must
for agitational purposes develop amongst the masses of toilers,
a concrete programme for saving Europe by means of an anti-
capitalist policy.

4. But side by side with this extensive propagandist work
the Communist Parties should be able to approach the masses
of the workers with a number of concrete demands, with a pro-
gramme of action for the period immediately ahead, with mini-
mum demands varying in each individual country and at any
given moment, and bringing to the forefront such” demands as
may find and to an extent are already finding support on the
part of Social Democratic and non-Party workers, and which
tend to improve the standard of living of the toilers and assist
the, liberation struggle of the proletariat.

5. The Desire for Unity is the main feature characterising
the present mood of the workers throughout the whole world.
The will for unity is becoming stronger and stronger. The
conscicusness is growing with every day that without restoring
unity in the ranks of the working class, the position will steadily
grow worse. The popularity of the slogan for unity among the
working class masses, and in particular the slogan for trade
union unity, such are the main features of the present day labour
movement.

6. On this basis the United Front tactic should now be
developed particularly extensively. A general application of the
United Front tactic is still only in its beginning. This tactic, for
the first time proclaimed in its main outlines at the III Congress
of the Communist International became concrete at the 1V and
V Congresses of the Comintern, and also at the sessions of the
Enlarged Executive of the C.I. It is the tactic of the proletarian
vanguard for a whole period, right up to the time when we win
the majority of the working class onto our side, hence the
United Front tactic should change its form and become con-
cretised in accordance with the changing situation according to

‘. circumstances, place and time. ‘

At the present time it is particularly necessary to recail the
tactical decisions of the IIl World Congress, afterwards deve-
loped and supplemented by the IV and V Congresses. The main
tactical conceptions of these Congresses hold good to the present
day and therefore, are not subjected to any sort of “revison”.

7. The centre of gravity in carrying out the united front
tactics at the present time is the trade umion movenrent. The
characteristic peculiarity of the “Left Wings” now being formed
in the labour movements of various countries is their trade

. union nature. Hence the increasing importance of the work of
Communists in the trade unions. Assistance to the Left elements
of the trade unions, support to their efforts to rally the forces
of the working class, the struggle to establish trade union unity
in each individual country, the struggle for forming a single
international of class trade unions — such is the main lever in
the work of conducting the United Front tactics. The Comintern
affirms that in the inferests of unity all Communists will agree
to discontinue the independent existence of the R.I.1.U.; and
its amalgamation with the Amsterdam International, on the
basis of summoning a single world congress of both trade union
Internationals, with the maintenance of freedom of agitation
for both sides. It goes without saying that until such an amal-
gamation becomes possible, it is the duty of every Communist
to assist the work of the R. I. I. U. with all his strength. The
Comintern is in complete agreement with the statement of the
C.C. of .the C,P.S.U. that there can be no question as to the
entry into the Amsterdam International — which in its present
form is a weapen of the imperialist League of Nations, does not
conduct: a class proletarian policy, is = sabotaging working
class unity, efc,

The Comintern insists that the Communist Party of France
(of course in agreement: with the C.G.T.U.) and the C.P.Cz.
(in full agreement with the C.C. of the Red Trade Unions)
should set about carrying out the Comintern tactics on the
questions of trade union :unity much more energetically than
hitherto. The Comintern points out that Conservatism on this
question causes tremendous damage to the cause. The Comintern
considers that without overcoming this conservatism in France
and Czecho-Slovakia it will not be possible to take one serious
step in carrying out the United Front tactics and successtully
winning the masses. From the point of view of the struggle for

unity of the international proletariat, in particular the struggle
for forming a single international of class trade unions, the
Comintern will support with all its strength the work of the
Anglo-Russian Committee for trade union unity and further
every serious Left movement in the trade unions as well as all
other honest attempts in this direction. The Comintern is firmly
convinced that the idea of the umited international trade union
movement will win the day, even should the Anglo-Russian
Committee for some reason or other not ‘succeed in developing
its work more extensively. From this aspect the Comintern will
give complete support to the movement of workers’ delegations
to the U.S.S.R. which has now commenced, and which is
acquiring more and more significance in the struggle for unity
of the international proletariat. -

8. In carrying out the United Front tactics two errors in
practice are frequently revealed. i

a) In appealing to the Social Democratic workers our
Parties have put forward as a condition for joint action.such
demands as were evidently unacceptable to workers still re-
taining reformist tendencies. For instance, the French Party, in
proposing to the French Socialists to form a joint front in the
struggle against the Moroccan war, made as a condition for
such activity, recognition of the slogans, evacuation of the
French troops and fraternisation with the Riffis.

b) While striving for agreement with the Social Democrats,
our organisations have sometimes undertaken not to say a single
word against the Social Democratic Parties i. e., renouncing
freedom of Communist education. (A recent case occurred in one
of the local organisations in the C.P. of Germany.)

Neither of these errors is permissible. It is absolutely cor-
rect to propagate the idea of evacuating the French troops from
Morocco, or the idea of fraternisation of the French troops with
the Riif troops. But to make the support of these slogans on the
part of the reformist workers a condition for joint action in the
given conditions is absolutely incorrect. It is quite correct to
seek with all our might agreement with the Social Democratic
workers for joint actions, but it is absolutely impermissible, to
renounce the Party’s independence. Our task in conducting the
United Front tactics is to see that while preserving indepen-
dence and fully propagating our ideas in an appropriate form,
we at the same time take the initiative in reaching agreement
with Social Democratic and non-Party workers even on elemen-
tary slogans, acceptable to the reformist and semi-reformist
strata of workers, as long as these slogans are compatible with
the policy of the anti-bourgeois struggle. These will for the main
part be demands acceptable and desirable for Social Democratic
workers and little acceptable (or- acceptable only unwillingly
under pressure of the masses) to the Social Democratic leaders.

The best example of this is the struggle around the confis-
cation of the property of the former ruling’ houses in Germany.

A failure to understand the role of the Communists in the
existing Labour Parties, or those that might be formed (on the
lines of the British Labour Party) will do inestimable damage
to the United Front tactics. ' "

Failure to understand that we should not be content with
merely sending the Social Democrats on “Open Letter” (or se-
veral letters); that we should not be restricted merely to formal
professions of the “United Front”, and that even with a correct
application of the United Front tactics, one must not merely
think about the agitational successes, but also about the organi-
sational consolidation — these errors are ‘still widespread in a
number of Comintern Sections. T

More than at any other time the Communist Parties should
remember that the United Front tactic has its dangers. The
Social Democratic leaders, unwillingly compelled tc come to
agreement with us, (under pressure of the masses) will ener-
getically endeavour. on all occasions to turn the Communist

Parties into an appendage of the Social Democratic Party, i. e.,

to efface the Communists and at the decisive moment either to
betray completely the  given campaign or else to change its na-
ture in favour of the bourgeoisie. ‘

In all and any joint activities, in all and any conocessions
to the moods of the Social Democratic workers, the Communist
Parties should retain their identity, should propagate their- own
programme in its entirety, in an unmutilated form, should raise
the movement higher and higher, not losing ‘contact with the

-masses.

0. At the same time, of course, there can be no. question of
any organisational amalgamations of Communist Parties with

Social Democratic Parties, or merging of the Communist Inter-
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national with the II International (recent proposal of the British
Independent Labour Party). Such proposals are sometimes made
by the Social Democratic leaders on the assumption that having
otfered what is impossible it will be possible to bring about
a rupture, i. e, by an unrealisable and seemingly far-reaching
proposal (to merge the two parties) they endeavour to disrupt
the realisable proposal of agreement between the Communist
workers and Social Democratic workers, on given concrete de-
mands and on given concrete activities against the bourgeoisie.

The restoration of complete international unity of the wor-
king class, the formation of a single international including all
the forces of the working class, is a universal-historical task
which the Communist International will in time realise. it is
just in order to realise this task that the proletarian vanguard in
an enormous struggle and with enormous difficulties formed the
independent proletarian Communist Parties, which alone are ab-
solutely hostile to the bourgeois world and to the petty bou:-
geois, half and half methods of the Social Democrats. The for-
mation of independent Communist Parties which alone are ca-
pable of consistently and finally defending the -interests of the
proletariat as a whole, is a victory which Communists will never
forswear. :

10. As for the proposal of the British Independent Labour
Party, the Enlarged Executive recognises that it was prompted
largely by the indignation expressed by the working class mem-
bers of the 1.L.P. at the rejection by their National Council of
the Communist Party’s proposal for a united front against the
capitalist offensive. The Enlarged Executive agrees with the
interpretation of the Communist Party of Great Britain that a
genuine desire for international working class unity is tested
by the readiness to form a united working class front at home
against the attacks of our class enemies.

The Enlarged Executive instructs the Executive to follow
the further developments of events in Britain very carefully, and
to be prepared at all times to place the machinery of the Com-
munist International behind a real united working class front
that must be formed in Britain, first and foremost to resist the
attack on the British miners.

11. Tt is a matter of fact that the United Front tactic is pri-

marily calculated on joint activities of the workers. But the
United Front tactic is by no means exhausted thereby. If favou-
rable circumstances exist, Communists should also put forward
partial demands, capable of attracting semi-proletarian and bour-
geois classes. For instance with currency inflation, it is first and
foremost the petty bourgeoisie strata of the population which
suffer. Absolute crises of the petty bourgeoisie occur. In such
a situation, as that which for instance, has been brought about
in France, considerable strata of the petty bourgeoisie can and
must be drawn into activities against the bourgeoisie. This can
also be done with regard to such campaigns as the campaign for
confiscating the property of the former ruling houses. A lack
of concreteness in our agitation has up to now been the main de-
fect in the work of our Parties. One of our main tasks is to
cvercome this deficiency.
) 12. In" a number of countries a sericus differentiation of
the peasantry is taking place which is spreading to bourgeois,
catholics and peasant organisations. Within these organisations
Leit wings, ctc. are being formed. A more organised struggls
for the peassantry is commencing (project of agrarian pro-
gramme of the Austrian Social Democrats — Lloyd George's
agrarian programme, etc.). The efforts of various Communist
Parties (Italy, France) who have paid more atteation to work
among the peasantry, have had positive results. All Sections
of the Comintern should increase the work on this field coor-
dinating it with the work of the Comintern.

13. The awakening of the national-emancipation movement
in the East and the gradual strengthening of the iabour move-
ment there represents a new fact of primery importance. One of the
most important tasks of the present time is to concentrate the
attention of the workers of Europe and America on this fact,
to explain to them the whole importance of this- movement for
the liberation struggle of the proletariat, to bring home to the
workers of the West and of America the necessity for supporting
and collaborating with the East.

At the same time the Comintern is bound to devote the
maximum forces to all-round support and care of the labour
organisations in the Eastern countries, thus bringing.them still

. nearer to the Internatiomal struggle of the proletariat. =

The II. International is suddenly beginnirig to take interest

in the Eastern question. The Marseilles Congress showed "the

motive of this interest. The II. International is as alarmed by
the revolutionary mowvement in the East as the imperiaiist bour-
geoisie. It wants to counteract the influence of the Communist
International of the U.S.S.R. in the East. With this aim it
wants to bring the labour movement in Japan, India and China
under reformist control. ’

The resolution of the International Labour Office of the
League of Nations to call a Pan-Asiatic Labour Conference is
a definite step in this direction. Attempts are also made to
ocorrupt the young labour movement of India with the ideas and
programme of orthodox British trade unionism. The Commu-
nist International must take all these activities of the refor-
mists (labour imperialists) into oconsideration and fight
against them. '

14. The Plenum of the E.C.C.I instructs the E.C.C.L
to pay serious attention to the labour movement in Japan where
all the prerequisites for a mass proletarian movement exist.
This is all the more necessary as the reformists are attemp-
ting (and in future with the aid of the American Social traitors
will make more attempts) to conquer the nascent organs of the
Japanese labour movement and through them to exert bourgeois
influence also on the Chinese labour movement whose future 1s
so full of promise. '

15. The thought of an inevitable new and still more bloody
imperialist war (if the workers’ revolution does not conquer
beforehand) looms up with greater force before the proletarian
vanguard of the whole world. The workers of the whole world
are becoming more clearly conscious that they can only conduct
the struggle against war in close alliance with the U.S.S.R.
The struggle against the dangers of war occupy a most pro-
minent place in the work of creating a united international pro-
letarian front. The attention of Communists should be directed
to seeing that in this connection they maintain the initiative
in their hands.

16. The task of the Communist Parties in this comparative
lull of the revolutionary struggle of the present period, is to
penetrate still more into the everyday struggle and life of the
large masses of the workers. They must win the majority of
the workers onto their side and at all costs become, if not the
only, at any rate the main and most influential workers’ party
in the country. If United Front tactics are carried out, this task
is perfectly possible of realisation.

17. In a large. number of countries in Eastern ,and Sou-
thern Europe, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Roumania,
Bulgaria, Hungary, Italy and Spain, which have altogether a
population of 150 million, the system of open terror has been
instituted by the bourgeoisie for several years; a legal Com-
munist mass movement is violentely suppressed. The system of
pourgeois terror is showing a tendency to spread. The careful
examination of the class bases, and methods and counter-mea-
sures against this system is an urgent task of the Communist
[nternational.

It is further necessary to make, under the direction of the
E. C. C. I, a number of serious, persistent and repeated attempts
to work openly and utilise legal possibilities. Support for the
demand for legalising all labour organisations should be deman-
ded from the Social Democrats, as also support in the struggle
against the White Terror. The S. D. leaders being made thereby
to show their true physiognomy.

18. In view of the mass nature of unemployment in certain
of the most important countries in Europe, the Parties of the
Comintern concerned should pay particularly serious attention
to the unemployed movement. Communists must undertake the
work of organising the unemployed and assume the leadership
of this movement. They must ensure that this movemeni is not
isolated from the trade union movement and thus from the wor-
kers engaged in industry. Communist Parties must endeavour in
every way to compel the trade union Executives to use the power
of trade unions also in the interests of the umemployed.

But it is a matter of course that if the trade unions (under
the influence of the reactionary leaders) refuse or neglectto sup-
port the unemployed movement, then Communists are obliged to
organise the unemployed by setting up unemployed committees,
support their work by every possible means, and lead the un-
employed movement. -

19. In certain Sections of the Comintern (Bulgaria, Poland),
the danger of a terrorist deviation has become apparerit during
the period which has just elpased. A certain inclination has been
displayed among Bulgarien. workers, arising from the regime
created by the hangman Tsankoff; for acts such as the explosion
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of the Sofia Cathredal — despite the strong opposition of the
Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party towards
individual acts of terror. In Poland there was at one time also
a -terrorist tendency.

The Communist International is definitely opposed to indi-
vidual terror. In rejecting this method of struggle, the Com-
munist International is guided exclusively by principles of revo-
lutionary opportuneness. The Comintern rejects a petty bour-
geois approach to questions of revolutionary violence. Every
conscious proletarian knows that without the application of
revolutionary violence the bourgeoisie cannot be overthrown,
and the world cannot be freed from the yoke of capitalism. Only
by armed force can the working class liberate humanity from the

disgrace of capitalism. But it is just for this reason that Com- -

munists reject the application of individual terror remembering
that the method of substituting the mass struggle by individual
acts is only likely to demoralise our movement, and split up and
undermine our own forces.

20. The Comintern asserts that up to the present in a number
of Communist Parties the elementarily necessary minimum of
internal Party democracy is lacking. Many recent internal Party
crises have become more acute owing to the absence of internal
Party democracy. The correct principle of democratic centralism
is often interpreted too mechanically. As a result of this initiative
from below is resticted and formation of fresh leading cadres
of the Party obstructed. The Central Committees sometimes be-
come isolated from the masses of Party members. On this basis

various deviations easily develop into fractions and thereby

become particularly dangerous.

The Communist Party can only be constructed on the prin-
ciple of democratic centralism. But the system of democratic
centralism should function so that not only instructions and
leadership come down from above but also so that a real free ex-
pression of the opinions and will of the entire masses of the
members of our Party comes up from below.

Democratic centralism is not only discipline, but discipline
plus real election of the leading elements, plus free discussion
within the Party of all questions (except points of direct activity,
when the question has already been decided) plus the real indi-
vidual activity of rank and file Party members.

In view of all this, the Enlarged Session of the E£.C.C.L
emphatically insists once more on “normalisation” in those
Sections of the Comintern where this normalisation has not yet
taken place.

21. The system of reorganising the Party on the basis of
factory nuclei has completely justified itself. The objections of
the French Right or the Italian ultra-Left to this organisational
principle only show that these objections are part of their
incorrect anti-Bolshevik deviations. The process of reorganising
the Communist parties has at the same time completely and
clearly proved the correctness of the resolutions of the V. Con-
gress on the organisation of street nuclei, since it is necessary
to include in our organisation also those Communists who are
not employed in factories through the street nuclei, and thus
enabling systematic work to be carried on in residential
districts.

22. Very special attention should be paid to the work of
the Communist Parties in the most important industrial centres
and in the most important industrial enterprises. It has been
established that in many places Communist nuclei are organised
in petty or medium-sized industrial enterprises, whereas the
influence of Communists in the large industrial enterprises 1s
weak. All Communist Parties should keep special records of
the most important and ‘influential industrial enterprises in their
country and make the formation  of the strongest Communist
nuclei in these enterprises the object of their special attention.

23. It is necessary to increase the propaganda of our
Parties, especially the work of raising the ideological level of
the main cadres of the Communist Parties, while remembering
that during the period of the present lull, Communists shoula
not let a single minute be wasted, but should prepare them-
selves for future struggles.

24. The task of organising and extending the mass influence
of the Communist Parties has already been undertaken in
practically all the capitalist countries; but so far it has only
been done unsystematically and in most cases very defectively.
The methods and forms of this work must henceforth be deve-

loped systematically in all spheres in conformity with Lenin’s
instructions on the art of organisation in the proletarian class
struggle, “to use everything and everyone””, not only should
the work of the Party members be effectively organised, but
also as many other active forces of the proletariat as possible
should be drawn into the permanent work of agitating and
mobilising the broadest masses. It is not enough to organise
great mass campaigns, demonstrations, and united front ac-
tions; on every such opportunity from among the masses of
workers thus brought into motion the most active non-Party,
syndicalist and Social Democratic elements must be drawn into
a number of various kinds of agitation committees and com-
mittees of action or other united front organs, which can serve
as organisational bases for the preparation of further mass
movements. It is the task of the Communists to inspire such
united front organs to continuous lasting activity, to guide them
constantly in their work, and to bring them into contact and
joint work with ome another.

In addition, various forms of mass organisation must be
applied for special purposes, the sympathisers must be organi-
sed to as great an extent as possible, all these organisational
forms must be developed in conformity with the conditions
peculiar to each country. Of the sympathising mass organisa-
tions already in existence, the Red Aid is one whose work
must be supporied primarily by Communists. The participa-
tion of Communists is also important in the work of those
organisations which, like the International Workers’ Relief, have
developed as independent non-Party organisations, and which
today embrace broad masses. For the mobilisation of the most
active forces of women proletarians for constant revolutionary
work our Parties must energetically adopt the method of wo-
men delegate meetings which should be adapted to circum-
stances.

The absolutely necessary work of strengthening the Party
organisations is to be conducted in such a way that not even
for a moment will the danger exist of isolating the C.P. or
decreasing its mass influence. Every single member of a Party
nucleus, and of a Communist fraction must be made to realise
from the very beginning, that our work in the midst of the
non-Party, Social Democratic and syndicalist workers is also
Party work, and that it should even be regarded as the most
important Party work of the majority of Party members.

The illegal Communist Parties, must, no less than the legal
Parties, direct their efforts to organise the revolutionary work
among the broad masses. Properly understood, this task in no
way represents a hindrance to the constant strengthening of
the Party organisations; on the contrary, it creates further pos-
sibilities for it. Illegal Parties should apply open forms of
organising the mass movement to a much greater extent than
heretofore, and ‘conduct a constant struggle for extending legal
and practical opportunities for their participation in all kinds
of mass movements of the proletariat.

25. Consumers’ co-operatives are also a form of mass or-
ganisation in which systematic, practical work must be carried
on by the Communist Parties for winning over the broad
masses of members and to enrol the co-operatives in the united
proletarian fighting front against capital. This work has hitherto
been very much neglected by many of the Sections.

26. Among the young workers a growing movement for
the united front and a certain decline of the Socialist Youth
International is evident. An important expression of this move-
ment is the visit of numerous delegations of young workers
to the Soviet Union. An increasing urge of the young workers
to participate in trade union struggles is also becoining evident.
The C.I. must carefully -watch these phenomena and strive to
use them for bringing iresh masses of young workers under
its influence. It is especially necessary to support the campaign
of the Y.C.I for the organisation of the masses of youth in
the trade unions and for the united front of the working class
youth. It is necessary that the Young Communist International
devote much more attention than heretofore to the immediate
questions of the life of the young workers.

27. The organisational work of the E.C.C.I. should be
increased and systematised. The strongest Sections of the Com-
intern should be drawn into the direct leadership to. a much
larger degree than hitherto (see project draited by Secretariat).
This question is not ‘only an organisational ‘question, :but pro-
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foundly political. The most intensive participation of the leaders
of these Parties in the entire- work of the Communist Inter-
national is a condition for the more rapid and normal maturing
of the young Communist Parties, and a pre-requisite for the
active normal development of the young C. P. s. It is con-
ducive to the creation of conditions whereby these Parties will
be able to become a force capable of taking command in deci-
sive revolutionary events in their own country.

The extensive United Front tactic is only commencing, and
its application will extend year by year.

For the unity of the working class — this slogan is the
most important in all the subsequent activity .of the Communist
International. There must be still greater attention devoted to
winning the trade unions by means of long systematic work
within them: for a single International of class trade unions.

The attention of the workers of the whole world should
be fixed more and more on the ecoromic development and
construction; of Socialism in the U.S.S.R. Widespread aid of
the International proletariat in the work of industrialisation of
the U.S.S.R. ‘ '

. More attention to the East! Teach the workers to under-
stand that the national-liberation and labour movement in the

Iimmediate

I. New Phenomena in the World Trade Union Movement.

Since the Fifth Congress of the Comintern, numerous events
have taken place in the world trade union movement, which
require, the most careful study to enable us to make a correct
decision concerning our further tactics. The new phenomena
in the world . {rade unmion movement are as follows: 1) the
lowering of the standard of living of the workers; 2) new forms
of class collaboration; 3) growing influence of the Amsterdam
Federation on the reformist trade union movement in Europe;
4y rapid growth of the trade union movement in the colonial
and semi-colonial countries; 5) formation of a Left Wing in a
considerable number of reformist trade unions; 6) growth of the
influence of the U.S.S.R. trade unions on the world trade union
movement and visits of workers’ delegations to the U.S.S.R.;
“7) the formation of the Anglo-Russian Unity =Committee;
8) growing acuteness of the struggle within the Amsterdam
International; 9) growing demands of the masses for unity.

All Communist Parties must pay special attention to these new
phenomena- which are ushering in a new stage in our struggle
for the capture of the majority of the working class.

1I. Lowering the Standard of Living of the Working Masées.

Al through the past year there raged a political and
economic offensive of the bourgeoisie against the working class.
This offensive aimed at making competition on the world market
possible by cheapening production through the lowering of the
standard of living of the masses. In many countries a longer
_working day has been introduced; almost everywhere wages have
‘been rediced and the burden of taxation weighs still more
heavily on the working class. The entire economic and political
_power of the bourgeoisie was directed towards lowering the
“staridard of living of the workers, and all the forces of the
working class were directed to maintaining at least the old
_positions. The working class in a great majority of countries
“has been and still is,on the offensive. This pressure on the
_working class took place simultaneously and systematically
everywhere, regardless .of what kind of government —reac-
tionary,; democratic or Social ‘Democratic — headed the State.
"The standard of living of the masses was not lowered simul-
taneously and to the same degree in all countries. Hence there
prevailed a” continuous levelling down to the standard of the
worst paid workers in every courtry, and to the standard of

~the workers in the impoverished continental countries. This is
-how the ruling classes were and are conducting the struggle for
the world markets at the expense of- the working class. This
_competition at the expense of the working class assumed at the
-beginning of 1926 ‘such a form, it had effected such an enormous

Fast has the closest and most infrinsic connection with the
revolutionary struggle of the proletariat.

More attention to the new Continents — to the labour
movement in Latin America, Africa and Australia!

Struggle for the peasantry! Struggle for the Middle strata
of the population. The struggle for the most important strata
of urban and petty bourgeoisie. With this object in view, the
most opportune cases should be used for promoting the most
moderate demands with the view to rallying round them not
only workers with reformist tendencies, but also other strata
of the toilers (petty peasantry, petty employees, etc.).

Struggle against the danger of new wars!

Struggle for the movement of the workers’ delegations to
the U.S.S.R.! ‘

Systematic and stubborn struggle for winning the majority
of the working class!

Systematic and stubborn work for bolshevising all the sec-
tions of the Communist International!

Such are the tasks which arise during the coming period.

Tasks before the (ommunists in the
- Trade Union Movement.

number of workers and the existence level so lowered that
gigantic social collisions in the near future are inevitable. The
period of reduced fighting capacity is over — the labour move-
ment is entering upon a new stage of relentless economic and
political struggles.

1II. New Forms of Class Collaboration.

The crassest forms of class collaboration are to be found
in the U. S. A. where the reactionary trade union leaders have
taken a few more. steps in the direction of subjecting the working
class to capitalist interests. Very characteristic in this respect
are the agreements between the trade unions and the employers
on increase of the productivity of labour — the so-called Balti-
more and Ohio Plan (named after the railway on which this new
“achievement” of the American trade unions was first applied),
the organisation of trade union banks with the participation of
employers, investment of trade union money in capitalist enter-
prises, workers’ stocks, etc. This trade union capitalism is
meeting with so much sympathy on the part of the American
Trusts, that even the most powerful of them are beginning to be
very lenient to-the trade unions against which they formerly
carried on a relentless struggle. Other forms of this collabora-
tion are the Company Unions organised in the factories by the
employers, and the readiness of the American -Federation of
Labour to come to terms with the employers on this question
provided the contributions accrue to the trade union funds. These
new forms of economic collaboration are not restricted to
America. They are being transferred to Europe, and have recei-
ved their highest expression in “Americanised” Germany where
the last Trade Union Congress in Breslau advanced the slogan
of the so-called industrial democracy. The reformist leaders of
the German trade union movement recently declared that there
is no difference whatever between the German and the American

-{rade unions, either in aims or in-methods. These new forms

of the enslavement of .the working class through the trade union
apparatus constitute'a serious danger for the entire trade union
movement throughout the world, and-especially for the European
movement, the reformist leaders of which are now turning their
eyes towards America.

IV. Growing Influence of the American Federation of Labour on
the European Reformist Trade Union Movement.

. The ideological political influence of the American Federa-
tion of Labour has increased considerably of late, and not
merely in_America where it heads the Pan-American Federation
of Labour, but in Europe where the Right Wing of Amsterdam

"has been angling for a long time for American support in its
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struggle against the growing radicalisation of the British trade
union movement. This growth of the influence of the reactionary
American Federation of Labour follows in the wake of the world
hegamony of American Imperialism. This volte face of

reformism towards America reflects the disbelief of the Refor-

mists in the capacity of European capitalism to find a way out
of the economic and social crisis. Just as the tull-blooded
American imperialism is to infuse new blood into the arteries
of declining European capitalism, the American Federation of
Labour, which is now taking first place among the reactionaries
of the world is to support the ever-weakening European Refor-
mism and thus help the Amsterdam.International to repulse the
aftack of the Profintern and the proletarian masses who are
veering more and more to the Left. There was a time — (which
corresponded with the period of the full development of British
capitalism and of its domination on the world market) — when
the British labour movement was the most conservative of all;
it was the subject of envy and praise by the continental bour-
geoisie and by every variety of socialist doctrinaires. Now
America has faken fhe place of Great Britain and can well
afford to give a few crumbs of its excess profits to a section
of the working class. It is this section of the working class
which supports American imperialism and its world hegemony.
Thus the transference’ of financial-economic hegemony from
Europe to the U. S, A. is accompanied by the transference of
working class imperialism of which the American Federation of
Labour is at present the most avowed follower and the most
cvnical representative, The Right Wing of the European Trade

Union movement is looking to the American Federation of
Labour and this fact alone shows that the position of Amsterdam

is far from stable.

V. Rapid Growth of the Trade Union Movyement in the Colonial

and Semi-Colonial Countries.

The trade ‘unioﬁ movement of the Colonial ‘and semi-

Colonial countries is the product: of.the post-war period and
only during the last year it has come forward as an organised
force and immediately begun to play an extremely. important
role in the national-liberation struggle. Of particular importance
in this. respect is the activity of the trade unions of China and
India. The Shanghai, Hong-Kong and Tientsin strikes have
evidenced such a degree of revolutionary energy and organisation

as could not have been suspected to exist one or two years ago

among the backward and doubly enslaved Chinese proletariat.
By this activity the national liberation struggle of the Chinese
people was given a proletarian character and the Chinese prole-
tariat became the lever, the main force of the national-liberation
movement of China. Under these circumstances the affiliation
of the Chinese trade unions to the Profintern becomes of para-
‘mount imnortance. It Shows that the trade unions of the countries
enslaved by world imperialism are looking for allies where
they have a right to expect to find them — in Moscow and
tiof in Amsterdam. The recent activity of the Chinese proletariat
may well be considered the most important ‘historical event
aiter the October Revolution, for it means the further weakening
of world imperialism and a further advance of world revolution,
Of exceptional importance also are the gigantic strikes’ which
convulsed India during the last eighteen months. In India the
struggle has not yet assumed the same character as in China,
but these strikes are the precursors of the imminént political
struggles. They show that in ‘India “there are sufficiently
strong proletarian masses to begin, in the very near future,
to play the leading role in the national liberation struggle
just ‘as in China. The' actions of the proletarians of these
two countries will deal a blow to British imperialism from
which it will not beable to recover, and in this lies the

historical role’ of the growing activity and revolutionary

spirit of the trade union movement of the countries enslaved
by world capitalism.” -1f we add to this the growth of the
revolutionary trade union movement in Indonesia, Tunis, Syria,
Egypt, etc. we shall' see that the world labour movement
has entered uson a new stage of development. We see
on the arena of the world labour movement new detachments of
the world proletariat in -full -action playing an exceptionally
immo-tant ‘vole in the national liberation struggle .and also in
world policy. Hence, too, the attempts on the part ef the Right
Wing of the Amsterdam International to rule the T. U. movement
in the Colonies and bring the labour movement of the ‘backward’
countries under its: wardenship ‘and direct it along the European

i. ‘e. along the reformist path. This explains the growing activity
of ‘the Right Wing of the international labour movement,
(Jouhaux’s role in the suppression of the revelutionary trade
union movenient of Tunis, the suppression of the-revolutionary
trade union movement of Tunis, the establishment of the Fabian
Society in India on the initiative of the British, the anti-Moscow
demonstration of the representative of the Labour Party of
Great Britain, Graham Pole, at the Trade Union Congress of
India, etc.) in the fight against the revolutionary trade union
movement in the colonies.

All Communist Parties have a threefold task. in relation
to the labour movement in the colonial and semi-colonial coun-
tries: 1) the establishment of permanent uninterrupted connec-
tions between the labour -movement of all countries and parti-
cularly of the metropolis with the labour movement of the
colonies and semi-colonies. 2) Complete, unreserved and whole-
hearted support of the labour movement of these doubly oppres-
sed' countries in their struggle for- national and social emanci-
pation. 3) In those countries (France) where workers from the
colonies are imported for work these workers should be brought
into the trade unions and extensive cultural-educational work
developed among them in order to develop them into fighters
for their national and social emancipation.” ' )

V1. Formation of a Left Wing in Reformist Trade -Unions.

The growth of  unemployment, the continuous economic
crisis, the lowering, of the existence level of the masses and
the growing financial-economic hegemony of the U. §. A. on
thé world market are aceompanied by growing discontent amiong
large sections of the . porletariat, all of which has its reflex
in the reformist trade umions, Workers -who for .many years
have been devoted followers of the International Social. Demo-
cracy and of the Amsterdam International are beginning .to,
question the - expediency of reformist methods of struggle and
are beginning to logk for a way out of the blind alley in which
they dind themselves. Pressure.on the part .of the employers,
the ‘growth of fascist. reaction, the abrogation of the 8-hour
day, deterioration in the conditions of labour, wage reductions,
— all these combined. are confronting the masses with the
concrete question of welding their ranks. together for the
struggle. But this is impossible without the establishment of
the united front, without a practical understanding between
workers of various .tendencies in and outside the entreprises
with respect to ‘all’ the concrete questions of interest to the
masses. Thus  the pressure of organised capital is more and
more permeating the ranks of the toiling masses, with the
idea. of unity and this is beginning to find its reflex in the
everyday struggle of the proletariat.. There is hardly an Amster-
dam organisation but that, side by -side with a. well-developed
revolutionary wing, there is a Left -tendency which differs from
the Right upper stratum by its advocacy .of the wnited front
and of the unity of the ‘national and world trade union move-
ment. For and against the united front with the Communists
— this is. what marks the parting of the ways within all the
reformist organisations. The Left Wing as yet is not ideologi-
cally full-fledged. It has no definite programme and tactics. In
every country it has its own peculiarities, but theé idea which
unites most of theése groups and tendencies; is the united front
with the trade umions of the: U: S. S.'R., and ‘umity "of ‘the
national and world trade union movement. ‘ =

The attitude of the Comintern and the Communist Partiés
towards the growing . Opposition within the reformist ‘trade
unions is quite clear. Pt is the outcome of the fundamental
rules of Bolshevist tactics; support at all times for every
Opposition movement within reformist political and economic
organisations which is directed against the theory and practice
of these organisations. We cannot and must not. wait until these
Left tendencies crystallise completely, we must 'use all our
energy and strength to help the Opposition movement, to
assist these workers. who ~are beginning to -shake themselves
free of reformist ideology. We must do our utnost to establish
close contact and correct mmitual relations between . Comimunist
workers; Social- Democratic workers - and non-Party workers.
In a word, Commurist Parties must be ' quick to respond. to .all
processes within the reformist: organisations —  to alt ideo~
logical ferment — and do their utmost to help these ‘elemients
within the - reformist organisations in itheir: struggle against
class collaboration. Communist  Parties must.come to an under«
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standing quite openly with all Opposition elements on the
basis of a concrete programme of action without of course
even for a moment relinquishing the struggle for the full
Communist programme and for all the Communist demands. The
main task, with respect to the Opposition in the making,
consists in not placing before it impossibie demands, not in
offering it unacceptable programmres, btut in coming to an
understanding with this opposition on practical and concrete
questions of interest to the masses, and capable by means of
a bloc between the followers of the Profintern and the Oppo-
sition — of furthering the unification of the forces of the
working class. :

VII. The Soviet Trade Unions’ Growth of Influence and Visits
of Workers’ Delegations to the U. S. S. R.

Whilst International Social Democracy and the Right Wing
of the Amsterdam International have turned their face towards
America, a growing sympathy for the U. S. S. R. is noticeable
among the rank and file members of these organisations. There
are two reasons for this change: 1. the economic and political
position of the working class continues to grow worse, and
2. the economic development of the U. S. S. R. is on the
upward grade. This desire to get into touch with the U. S. S. R.
extends far beyond the confines of Europe. Large sections of
workers want to ascertain, through their representatives, the
state of affairs at present in the U. S. S. R. and the truth about
the labour movement there. As more and more workers’ dele«
gations visit the U. S. S. R. and return home to tell about
their experiences, the desire for contact with the U, S. S. R
grows, for Social Democrats workers who visit Soviet Russia
are compelled to confess that the working class of the Soviet
Union is on the upward grade, whilst the working class of the
capitalist countries is on the decline. Thus a very curious
phenomenon may be observed in the international labour
movement. Whilst its reactiomary upper stratum is turning its
face towards America, the mass, 1i. e. the backbone of the
reformist movement, is turning its face to the U. S. 8. R. This
development of the upper stratum and of the masses in opposite
directions shows the real seriousness of the profound crisis
which the International Social Democracy and the Amster-
dam International are now going through in various countries.

VIII. The Anglo-Russian Unity Committee.

The final organisation of the Anglo-Russian Committee for
Trade Union Unity is the organisational expression of the new
tendencies of the majority of the organised working class of
Great Britain. Its final organisation was not accomplished with-
out struggle. The Amsterdam International offered considerable
opposition to the rapprochement between the British and
Russian trade union movements. Quite as much opposition
was offered also by the reactionary wing of the British trade
union movement. Nevertheless this rapprochement did take place
and was consolidated through the establishment of the Anglo-
Russian Committee.

This Committee, which found a glad echo among large
sections of workers, represents a new stage in the develop-
ment of the international trade un‘on movement. The fact alone
of the rapprochement between the British and Soviet trade
union movements shows that the world trade union movement
has outgrown the framework of the existing Internationals, that
the desire for unity is so strong that it is cutting for itself
new organisational channels, The Anglo-Russian Committee,
consisting of the most powerful organisations of the Profintern
and of Amsterdam, shows in practice the possibility of the
formation of one united International — of joint struggle of
workers of various tendencies against reaction, Fascism and
the capitalist offensive.

. ‘This is the meaning which the workers attach to this com-
mittee. Hence the support of whole organisations (Norway,

Finland), as:well as of various local wmions and ocartels. In-

spite of the ‘incitement campaign of the Second International
and  the Right Wing of Amsterdam, the Anglo-Russian Com-
mittee continues to enlist the sympathy of the masses. All Com-
munist Parties must -give whole-hearted support to the Amnglo-
Russian Committee and carry on an' energetic struggle against
all Social Democrats and Right Amsterdamers who sabotage this

work and endeavour to break up the Anglo-Russian bloc. The
Comintern welcomes most heartily the rapprochement between
the British and Soviet trade unions and will do its uimost to
help the ‘Anglo-Russian Committee achieve the aim which it
has set itself.

IX. The Struggle of Divergent Tendencies within the Amster-
dam International.

The establishment of the Anglo-Russian Committee, and
the formiation of the Left Wing have considerably increased the
acuteness of the struggle between the tendencies within the
Amsterdam International. Up to the last year there was within
the organisations adhering to Amsterdam, only an Opposition,
organised by the Communist Party, in the form of revolutionary
minorities ideologically supporting the Profintern. But during
the last 18 months another Opposition has sprung up within the
Amsterdam International — represented by the majority of
the trade union movement of Great Britain and by fairly solid
Oppositional groups and tendencies within quite a number of
Amsterdam organisations. Thus there are at present within
Amsterdam three main tendencies: Right, Left and Centre. The
peouliarity of the situation lies in the fact that the Centre and
the revolutionary wing have their territorial base in Great
Britain. This greatly complicates the position of the Amster-
dam International and compels its leaders to go outside Europe
for assistance against the Opposition and to some extent against
the “British tendency”. To all appearances the Right Wing is
victorious: all the wunity proposals of the representatives of
the General Trade Union Council of Great Britain and of the
International Secretariats are generally rejected. The leaders of
the Amsterdam International, as represented by Jouhaux, Oude-
geest, Mertens, Leipart and others, continue energetic and
consistant opposition to unity. Instead of the wunited front to
the Left they cling to the League of Nations, the International
Labour Office and the bourgeois organisations, preferring a
united front with the bourgeoisie to the united front with the
revolutionary workers. Put the Right Wing has only a formal
majority, the actual majority of the members of organisations
adhering to the Amstendam International is undeniably on the
side of unity. This adds to the seriousness of the crisis and
makes it more complicated. Thus there goes on within Amster-
dam a serious dideological-political struggle, and the leading
upper ‘stratum which represents mainly small organisations
(apart from Germany) is endeavouring to. keep the hegemony
within its own hands against the British trade union mowvement
and the overwhelming majority of workers in their own orga-
nisations.

X. The All-Russian Cemtral Trade Union Council (V. C. S. P. 8.)
and Amsterdam.

The slogan of fusion between the Profintern and Amster-
dam through an International Unity Congress, and the slogan
of the Anglo-Russian Committee, “one all-embracing inter-
national”, issued by the Fifth Congress of the Comintern and
the Third Congress of the Profintern met with vigorous re-
sistance from International . Social Democracy and from the
Right Wing of the Amsterdam Intermational. This resistance
took the following forms: on the ome hand a campaign carried
on against the very idea of an international unity congress as
an “impossible and pernicious idea”; on the other hand re-
formists’ efforts to reduce the whole problem of the unity of
world trade union movement to a question of mutual relations
between Amsterdam and the V. C. S, P. S. Subsequently they
began, and still continue, to sabotage negotiations with the
V. C. 8. P. S. on the question of unity, they even object to a
conference without the preliminary condition that the V.C.S.P.S.
formerly apply Jfor application to the Amstesdam Inter-
national. The demand of the V. C S.P.S. and of the
Anglo-Russian Comumittee for a preliminary unconditional
conference, for a joint discussion of the means by which the
unity of the world trade umion movement can be restored,
was  categorically - rejected by the leading majority of
the Amsterdam Internationai. The sincere desire of the
V.C.S.P.S..to: do its utmost, regardless. of formmalities, for the
actual establisliment of unity in’' the International Trade Union
Movement, and its: readiness to megotiate: with Amsterdam: on-
the question of the establishment of umity in the international
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trade union movement has been and is still being interpreted
by international Social Democracy as a desire on the part of
the V. C. S. P. S. to leave the Profintern, to sever connection
with the revolutionary trade union movement of the other
countries, to enter the Amsterdam organisation, to shake off
the influence of the C. P. S. U. and to change thereby the
entire political orientation of the trade union movement of the
U.S.S. R. The V. C. S. P. S. is an organic part of the Proi-
intern, and like all organisations affiliated to this revolutionary
internaticnal, it adheres and will adhere to the policy which is
laid down by the revolutionary world trade umnion movement,
as presented by the Profintern, which is endeavouring to
establish the umity of the world trade union movement. If the
reformists’ talk about the V. C. 8. P. 8. carrying on a policy
directed against the C. P. S. U, the Comintern and the Prof-
intern, were capable of bringing confusion into the minds of
individuwal comrades, it only shows that these comrades fail to
understand that the connection between the Communist Party
and the trade unions of the U. S, S. R. is unseverable. Mutual
relations between the Party and the Trade Unions of the
U. S. S. R. have been consolidated at a number of Party and
Trade Union Congresses and particularly by the last XIV. Con-
gress of the C. P. S. U. (b). In its negotiations with- Amsterdam
the V.C.S.P.S. pursued and will pursue the aim which is
commmon to the Profintern and the Comintern: to achieve by all
manner of means the restoration of unity in every country
and the establishment of one united International in which all
the organisations affiliated to Amsterdam and to the Prof-
intern, and also organisations outside ‘these two Internationals,
can find a place. This aim has nothing in common with re-
formist commentaries on the tactics of the Sowviet trade unions,
which always have acted and always will act in full agreement
with the Contintern and Profintern.

XI1. Our Strong Points in the Struggle for Unity.

The Communist Parties’ struggle for unity in a number of
countries has had definite results; as the struggle develops our
Parties learn to become the driving force in the struggle for
unity, extending and consolidating their influence over the masses

without in the least relinquishing their Commmunist principles.-

The Communist Party of Great Britain can serve as a model of

how the Comintern slogan of capturing the masses, should be
put into practice. It is true that the objective situation in Great
Britain is very favourable for the extension of Communist in-
fluence. But apart from objective conditions an important, and
one might say, decisive factor is a clever, flexible and consistent
tactic on the the part of Communist Parties. The great merit
of the British Communist Party consists in its capacity to esta-
blish an effective collaboration with all the Left elements on the
most important current questions of policy. This policy led to
the formation of the Minority Movement, which at present has
the support of about one million workers. It also brought about
a state of affairs in which the most moderate elements among
Left Wingers cannot conceive of a united front without the Com-
munist Party and the Minority Movement. In spite of its small
mombership (6,500), the Communist Party is at present an impor-
tant political factor in Great Britain, and the Minority Move-
ment is playing an increasingly important role in the European
trade union movement, The Communist Party enjoys the con-
fidence of large sections of workers, even among the more mo-
derate elements. The workers know that its proposal for a united
front is not a manoeuvre, but a serious, sincere and business-
like proposal; hence the Party’s success and the continuous
growth of its influence.

A good example of united front tactics is found also in the
unity conference held in Sweden at the end of January, which
brought together about 80,000 organised workers. An honest
coalition was formed between Communists, Syndicalists and
non-Party workers, who will now fight together for the united
iront and unity in the national and international trade union mo-
vement.

. The united front and the struggle for wmity is not a
manoeuvre against the working class or against any section
thereof, it is a manoeuvre against the bourgeoisie, it expresses
a serious and sincere desire to create unity of action against ca-
pitalism. This is what every Party must prove to the masses, by

its: entire everyday work. In this: lies the secret of the sucocessful

application of united: front and:wnity tactics.

XII. Struggle against Expulsions, Splits and Persecution of the
Revolutionary Trade Union Movement.

The Right Wing of the Amsterdam International continues
its policy of expulsions and splits. In Italy at a time when
Fascism ~threw the full weight of government power against the
trade unions, the leading upper stratum began the wholesale ex-
pulsion of Communists, because they had proposed to carry on
an energetic struggle against the Fascist reign of violence. In
France the leaders of the Reformist Confederation of Labour
tears memntbers away from the Unitarian Unions and do not
scruple to form their own unions of only 3—5 members fo coun-
teract the influence of the Unitarian Unions. With the open help
of the reformist union leaders the government broke up the
Tunis Confederation of Labour and did away with freedom of
organisation for the native population. In Belgium expulsions
from trade unions are now the order of the day, and the hatred
of the Belgian reformists for the U. S. 8. R. is so great that they
threaten to exclude from their Confederation all the unions who
dared accept financial help from the Soviet trade unions during
the strike. In Finland Social Democracy is openly preparing to
split the trade union movement, and this is done under the slogan
“With Amsterdam Against Moscow”. This monstrous conspi-
racy against the interests of the working class of Finland ob-
viously goes on with the knowledge of the Amsterdam Inter-
national, as the Finnish Social Democrats in their “split” work
rely on its support and co-operation. In Bulgaria, Yugoslavia
and Roumania, the revolutionary trade unions have been all but
destroyed by the police with the active support of the Social De-
mocrats and the leaders of the reformist unions. At present, after
the police have destroyed the greater part of the Left trade
unions in the Balkans, and after mass arrests and murders of
leaders of the revolutionary trade union movement, the Amster-
dam International is convening a Balkan Trade Union Confe-
rence in order to reap the harvest sown by the White Terror. The
police-reformist offensive against Comununists and revolutionary -
trade unions must meet with energetic and relentless resistance.
In the interests of unity and trade union militancy we must puf,
up a strong opposition to the expulsion of Communists and
Opposition elements from the trade unions and the break up of
the ‘Left trade unions. Where the reformists apply the policy of
expulsions and splits, Communists shall mobilise the broad
masses, primarily the members of the trade union affected,
against the threat of a split and for the reinstatement of those ex-
pelled and the rehabilitation of the destroyed unions. The entire
Comintern must be mebilised for the struggle against police
raids and the consequent utilisation by the reformists of the
destruction of the Left organisations. Expulsions of Communists
and Left elements, the splitting up or destruction of any trade
union whatever, is a blow to the entire International Labour mo-
vement, to the whole Communist International.

XIIl. Our Weak Points in the Struggle for Unity.

Unfortunately, our experiences have not only had a positive
but also a negative character. The most vivid example of an
erroneous trade union policy was the tactic of Ruth Fischer and
Maslow. These tactics helped to increase strained relations bet-
ween Communist and Socialist workers in the factory. They con-
sisted in a mechanical formal proposal of a unmited front with
an undercurrent of secret desire to sabotage the united front
through fear that the proposal for joint actions might be accepted.
This predetermined the bankruptcy of their entire trade umion
activity and united front tactics, and it dealt a blow to the in-
fluence of the Communist Party among the masses. Communist
Party work in the trade unions is one of its most important po-
litical tasks, this ‘work cannot be dissociated from the entire po-
licy and tactics of the Party. Erroneous application of imited
front and unity tactics has led to catastrophic results, and it was
only after a change of leadership and after the'new Central Com-
mittee of the German Communist Party had shown a sincere
desire to establish the united front — to bridge the guli which
separated Communists from Social Democratic workers —. that
the influence of the Communist Party in the trade unions began.
to grow . In France, the Communist Party and the Unitarian
Confederation of Labour have as yet done hardly anything to-
wards organising a Left Wing within the reformist Coniederation.
of Labour. In some countries there still exists the clearly errone-
ous slogan of unity at any price, and; this is bound to lead to an.
abandonment of independent propaganda of Communist ideas,
A slogan of this kind ties our Communist Parties hand and foot.
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in their political struggle. In some .countries the struggle for
unity was interpreted as an unconditional surrender to all the
demands of the Social Democratic trade umion leaders. In those

countries Communists even went to the length of not voting

against their own expulsions.

Two dangerous tendencies prevail among some Commumnists.
On the one. hand, under-estimation of the forees of the opponents
and over-estimation of their own forces, and on the other hand,
the contrary — over-estimation of the forces of the opponent
and - under-estimation of their own. The latter tendency made
its appearance among some Communists in connection with an
overestimation of the strength of the Amsterdam International
and underestimation of the strength of the Profinern (and the
Comintern) this lack of faith in one’s own forces inevitably finds
a reflex in our tactics in the trade unicns. All these examples go
to show that there-should be a more frequent inter-change of
opinion " between Communist Parties about methods and means
of practical struggle for the united front and for unity, They must
bear in mind that we want organisational uitity and not political
dilution in the reformist organisations, that struggle for the right
to work in the Trade Unions as Communists is the most impor-
tant task of the Party. ’

XIV. -Struggle for ome United International.

.The growth 'of trade union activity in the colonial and semi-
colonial countries, the plans for the convocation of the Pan-
Asiatic and Pacific Trade Union Congresses, the fact that Austra-
lia has entered the arena of the world trade union movement,
the establishment of the Anglo-Russian Committee and its support
by the trade union movement of Norway, Finland and a numpber
of other countries, all this shows not anly the actuality but also
the' practical possibility of the creation of a single trade union
international. The Communist Parties of all ‘countries must put
their whole energy into the struggle for a single united inter-
national. They must explain to the masses that an International
¢apable of most effectively assuring the establishment of unity
in the international trade union movement can only be created
at an international unity Congress, through the fusion of all the
existing Internationals and by attracting all’ those trade union
organisations ‘which were and still are outside any. of the existing
Internationals. Struggle for one .united .International to embrace
the trade. union organisations of all countries, all races and all
continents is all the more necessary, since International Social
Democracy  and, the leading upper stratum of the Amsterdam
International are' endeavouring to represent Amsterdam, which
has the ‘support of only part of the working class of Europe, as
the only world organisation. An energetic and relentless struggle
must be carried on - against such demagogy. The Amsterdam
International embraces only part of the organised proletariat
of Europe. Amsterdam, far from being a world organisation, is
not even an all-European organisation.- One must also take into
consideration that the majority of the members .of the Amster-
dam International are certainly for unity and against the split
policy of the present leading upper stratum of that International.
The struggle for, an international unity congress, for fusion of
the Profintern and Amsterdam, and for one united international,
must be carried ‘on parallel with a propaganda compaign to
explain what' kind, of international is needed for the working
class. We need an International based on class struggle, an
International of action, an International which will organise
parallel and joint simultaneous actions by workers of all coun-
tries against Fascisth and reaction, against all attempts to lower
the existence level of the masses, against the enslavement of the
colonial countries, and for the complete liberation of the toiling
masses from the power of capitalism.

XV. Consolidation of the Profintern.

~Struggle for-one united ‘International, as well as activity in
the' direction of bringing together Gommunist and Social Demo-
cratic workers, can only hdve satisfactory results"if at the same
time ‘we do our utmesf to consolidate our own ranks on a na-
tional and international scale. Whilst energetically agitating for
the unity of the‘trade union movement and’ submitting to.frade
uition discipline, Confmunists must ‘also insist vigorously on
their right to carry on an ideological striggle within trade union
drganisations, on_their right to defend their own viewpoint and
to defend their views ifi'an organised marner. This struggle for
the consolidation ofour ranks in every country, the struggle for
. the proper organisation of the Profintern followers must be

No. 40 )

carried on side by side with the struggle for the consolidation of
the Profintern itself. What is needed is steady, systematic work
aiming at the consolidation of all organisations and revolu-
tionary minorities adhering to the Profintern in accordance with
the tactics of the united front and trade union unity.

. At the same time a determined struggle must be conducted
for the united front and the unification of all umions: Social
Democratic, liberal, democratic, Red, etc. into a single national
organisation.

It is essential to popularise the programme and tactics of the
Profintern. It is essential that every Social Democratic worker
be made to realise that as long as the uppei stratum of the
Amsterdam International looks down upon the workers of colo-
nial and semi-colonial countries, the majority of whom, as far as
they are organised, rally to the Profintern, so long as it will
refuse to form a united fromt with the Profintern to unite the
revolutionary trade union movement of zll countries in the
struggle against Fascism and the capitalist offensive, so long
will 1t be impossible to resist the attack of the bourgeoisie and
to defend even the most elementary demands of the workers. This
we must inculcate very thoroughly into the masses, this must
one of the basic tasks of our entire propaganda and agitation.
The stronger we are on a national and international scale, the
sooner will we achieve real and not merely formal unity in the
trade union movement.

XVL Into the Trade Unions — to the Masses.

Despite the repeated decisions of Comintern Congresses
concerning the extraordinary importance of work in the trade
unions, in- spite of the fact that ali the Enlarged Plenums aund
the Presidium of the E. C. C. L. systematically pointed in that
direction, there are still Communist Parties in which the major
rity of members not only avoid trade union work, but are not
even members of trade unions. On the other hand, wherever
Communists have organised themselves into trade union irac-
tions, those, instead of devoting themselves to practical work in
the trade unions and by this practical activity. oopturing  the
masses, devote nine-tenths of their time " to international
questions of “high politics”, forgetting that the Social Demo-
crats maintain their influence in the trade unions by their prac-
tical work. Such systematic violation of all the decisions of the
Comintern and of the very substance of Bolshevik tactics, finds
an explanation in the fact that many Communists consider work
in the trade unions disagreeable and of secondary consideration.
The idea is that every Communist should turn his attention to
politics, and .that the small everyday work in the trade unions
1s beneath Communist dignity. Such-a frame of mind exists in
many Parties, and what is more serious, insufficient efforts are
made to fight it. Relentless war must be declared on such a non-
Bolshevik attitude towards work in the frade unions. Parties
unable to create cadres of trade union experts even by means of
tedious menial everyday work in the trade unions, unable to pro-
duce, capable leaders for the everyday economic struggle of the
proletariat and unable to compete with the reformists not only
in correct policy, but also in their practical work — such Parties
will never be able to win more confidence amoing the workers
than is held by the reformists, such Parties will never capture
the masses. . .

Comintern .attaches extreme importance to the organisation
of women and youth in trade unions and their participation in the
active struggle. - In this respect all Communist Parties must
develop a maximum of initiative and energy. Winning over
women and youth must become a central task in Comumwunist
work among the masses and in trade unions.

It is essential to compel all Party members to be not only
card holders, but active members of frade unions. An end must
be put to the passive resistance to the decisions of the Comintern
Congresses. One must realise once and for all that work in the
trade unions is the most important pelitical work of every Com-
munist Party, and the measure of its success will be the measure
of its suocess in the trade union movement.

" XVIL The Programme of Action.

The Enlarged Plenum of the E.C.C.L, taking into consi-
deration the continuous economic capitalist offensive, the growth
of Fascist reaction, the destruction of Left.trade unions in a
riumber of countries, the constant expulsions of the Communisis.
from trade unions, and the Social-Democratic-Reactionary bloc
directed against the revolutionary trade unions (Yugo-Slavia,
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Roumania, etc.), resolves to carry on an energetic campaign
Ain all countries on a basis of the following programme of action:

1. Struggle against the direct or indirect prolongation of
the working day. Maximum 8-hour day and a 6-hour day for
underground work and industries injurious to the health.

2. Struggle against the lowering of the standard of living
and for a higher real wage, and equal pay for equal work.

3. Struggle for State Unemployment Insurance based upon
the existence minimum.

4. Struggle for the complete freedom of trade union organi-
sations.
5. Struggle against Fascist reaction and the monopoly of
Fascist trade unions. .

6. Struggle for the transference of the. tax burdens to the
propertied classes.

7. Struggle against bureaucracy and for workers’ demo-
cracy in the trade unions.

8. Struggle fcr freedom of opinion within the trade unions.
. 9. Struggle against all forms of class collaboration in
general and against its new American forms in particular.

10. Struggle to get all workers, women workers and
working class youth into the trade unions.

11. Struggle -for the establishment in every country of a
single organisation of trade unions.

12, Struggle for the rapprochement between the workers
of all countries with the working class of the U.S.S.R.

13. Struggle for the rapprochement between the workers of
the West and the workers of the opprossed East.

14. Struggle against the League of Nations and the Inter-
national Labour Office. '

15. Struggle against war.

16. Struggle for active fraternal unity between Communist,
Social Democratic and non-Party workers against capitalism.

17. Struggle for the establishment of one united class Inter-
national embracing the trade unions of all countries, ail races
and ail continents.

This programme of action, far from excluding, presupposes
the elaboration of a practical programme of action for every
country, every district and every enterprise. Such programmes
of action must take into consideration the economic sysiem
of the country, the status of the enterprise in question, the
correlation of forces, etc. The programime of action given here
can and must however, on the whole, serve as a platiorm for
the unification and mobilisation of large numbers of workers,
not only to resist the reactionary offensive, but also as a platform
for an attack on capitalism and its bourgeois State.

Resolution on the Report of the Executive.

The Enlarged Executive has with satisfaction taken note of
the E. C. C. 1. report and declares that in carrying out the resolu-
tions of the V Congress and of the Enlarged Executive of 1925,
the Executive has great successes to record.

In the first place the achievements in the fight for the unity
of the trade union movement must be recorded.

Important steps were taken in the work of Bolshevisation.
The Comununist Parties in Great Britain and China have achieved
big results. The Open Letter of the Executive to the C.P. of Ger-
many created the basis for the consolidation of the C.P. G. and

dor its first big successes among the masses. The Right danger

in Czecho-Slovakia, as well as the ultra-Left danger in Italy were
overcome with the aid of the Executive.

The Enlarged Executive expresses its confidence in the Exécu-
tive and calls upon it to establish inmer-Party demecracy in a
greater measure both nationally and internationally. The Enlar-
ged Executive calls upon the Sections of the C.I. to support the
E.C.C.1 with all their power in its work to create real mass
Parties which, also in the period of relative stabilisation, can win
and hold the confidence of the masses.

Resolution oij the German Question.

1. The Situation in Germany.

The present situation in Germany is characterised pri-
marily by an acute economic crisis which takes the form of
a market crisis with all its attributes.

There are two sides to this crisis. On the one hand the
general crisis of German ecomomy as a whole, called forth
by the international situation in Germany, the Versailles Peace
Treaty and the Dawes Plan. Germany has lost its colonies
and the export facilities have been severely restricted by the
oustoms policy of a considerable number of States. On the
other hand, Germany is compelled to create premises for the
realisation of Reparation payments, viz. it must increase pro-
duction. This is in contradiction to the severe limitation of
export market facilities and the decreased purchasing power
of the population in the country itself, all of which finds ex-
pression .in the general ecomomic crisis.

An attempt to overcome this tendency appears in the
-ever-growing foreignisation (especially Americanisation) of the

German industry and in the intense efforts on the part of the

German bourgeoisie to bring about a reorganisation of the
entire productive process (closing down of less profitable enter-
prises, reduction of the productive apparatus, intensification of
labour, technical reorganisation of factories, extensive syndi-
cation and trustification, extension of the work day, wage re-
ductions, etc.). But these efforts lead only to the further im-
poverishment of the masses, to increased unemployment, to a
turther diminished demand for manufactured goods and also —
at least for the near future — fo the sharpening of the economic
crisis.

Under the leadership of foreign capital the trust and
bank magnates are now trying to transfer the whole cost .of
this process onto the shoulders of the masses. This purpose
is served by the customs policy, the taxation policy, the ex-

propriation of the middle classes, the pauperisation of con-
siderable sections of the working peasantry because of the
tax burden and the agrarianm crisis, the limitation of social
welfare policy and the offensive ‘against the working class. Thus
the unemployment and impoverishment of large sections of the
population are the centre of all the socio-political problems . in
Germany. ‘ ’ :

The impossibility of solving the fundamental contradictions
of the general situation; the complications created through the
Locarno Pact (on the one hand an apparent way out and on the
other hand the far-reaching enslavement of Germany under the
yoke of loreign capital); the effects' of the economiic crisis —
all this Jeads to a permanent political crisis.

On the basis of this state of crisis there develops the great
restratilication process within the working class. Under' the
pressure of the existing conditions the mass of the ‘workers
more and more adopt the platform of united class struggle.
On the other hand, the upper strata of the Social Democracy
and of the trade unions endeavour shoulder to shoulder with
the ruling finance capitalists, to split the workers, to corrupt
a_section of the labour aristocracy and — quite on the model
of the American Federation of Labour — to “emancipate” these
workers from all thought of the Socialist class struggle (propa-
ganda of so-called “Americanism” in the German Labour Mo-
vement). This open betrayal of the interests of the German pro-
letariat runs parallel with the servile support of all the most
important measures of the bourgeoisie. On the other hand, the
Leit tendency is developing among the broad strata of ' the
working masses, as well as within the trade unions and Social
Democracy. The opposition in the trade unions and throughout
the country, the opposition in the “Reichsbanner”, - the ' un-
employed committees, the Left tendencies in the ranks of Social
Democratic workers, the differentiation process among the
Christian workers, etc. — all these are symtoms of great
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ferment among the workers. On the one hand, the hopelessness
of the position of bourgeois Germany, dependent on the mercy
of foreign capital; on the other, the steady economic develop-
ment of the Soviet Union, the workers’ delegations and their
effect in Germany — work in the same direction. The idea of
working class umity in the struggle against capital is becoming
the centre of attenfion of the entire working class.

2. The Course to — Win the Masses.

This general situation determines our Party’s main tasks.

The only effective way out for the German proletariat is
its emancipation from the double yoke of domestic and foreign
capital. The only way out of the blind alley of economic decline,
of a reduced standard of life, of permanent political crises and
of the enslavement and semi-colonisation of Germany is the path
of Soviet Germany.

The Workers’ and’ Peasants’ Government as the embodi-
ment of Soviet Power is mow the slogan of the proletarian
vanguard. This slogan cannot be made a reality without
marshalling a majority of the proletariat behind us. The C.P. G
must ook upon the capture of the masse as its main task.
Within the working class the C. P. G. must always act as
the political protagomist -and political embodiment of the idea
of unity. Most energetic activity within Trade unions, united
front tactics, the formulation of and struggle for partial demands
that can raily the support of large sections of the proldtariat.
_ these are the only correct tactics under present conditions.
Ihe Leftward development within the working class is ome
of the most important phenomena in German political life. It
is the task of the Party to further this development by mobili-
sing the forces of the entire proletariat for the struggle against
the bourgeoisie.

With respect to the everyday questions of the working class,
the Communist Party must be able to act in a much more
positive manner and more energetically than the Soocial De-
mocrats. At the same time the C. P. must be able to show to
the proletariat by 1ts practice that, in contradistinction to
Social Democracy, it really fights for the everyday demands of
the workers. The Party must bring this struggle into harmony
with the general revolutionary aims of the Party.

The Enlarged Executive of the E. C. C. L is glad to record
that the C. P. G. has succeeded in carrying out big campaigns,
in mcbilising large sections of workers, creating thereby a
basis for further mass movements of the proletariat which is
striving toward wunity.

The aim of the United Fronmt tactic consists in leading in-
-creasing numbers in the daily struggle, against the bourgeoisie,
liberating  them from the anti-proletarian influences of the
Social Democrats and trade unions leaders, gradually winning
over the masses for the aims of Comintern and finally bringing
over the entire working class into the platiorm of the Comi-
munist International.

3. Ultra-Left Tendencies.

Recently the gieat obstacle in the way of the Party in its
endeavour to capture the masses was and still is the Ultra-Leit
ideology of certain Party groups, this is giving way only
under the growing pressure of facts as well as under the
pressure of the Communist International. The wultra-Left forgot
entirely the Marxist doctrine that tactics are determined by
the existing objective situation. They were completely incapable of
apprehending the new, let alone of correctly analysing it; hence
they transferred quite mechanically the old methods to the
entirely new situation. During the Frankfurt Party Congress
stubborn resistance was offered to the standpoint of the C. L
on the trade union question. During the V World Congress,
opposition was raised against the international unity campaign
on the plea that this tactic was allegedly in the interests of
the Russian Government and signified support to the Mac-
Donald Government. There was an ufter inability to find ¢orrect
saths of approach to the Social Democratic workers. Thus the
iltra-Leit was the greatest disturbing element in the process of
‘e capture of the masses.

It is necessary to point out particularly the utterly rotten
‘most Social Democratic kernel of this ideology which has an
stirely obvious liquidatory character. There is talk about
ussian “Red Imperialism” in complete unison with the bour-

geois and Social Democratic press; about the possibility of an
August 4th, 1914 for the C. 1., about alleged alliances of the
Soviet Union with Japanese imperialism, about “Russian State
requirements” in the matter of the Anglo-Russian Unity Com-
mittee (all this is said by Comrade Professor Korsch); it is
claimed fthai the “new tactics” (namely the correct Leninist
tactics) are tantamount to the monstrous betrayal of the year
1014 (ex-Comrade Katz); rumours are spread concerning the
relationship between our struggle for international trade union
unity and the alleged entry of the Soviet Union into the League
of Nations (Ruth Fischer); there is gossip about things of
«world historical importance” in the seuse of an alleged col-
lapse of the C. L; it is asserted that the “Bolshevisation dream
has come fo an end” and that “the V World Congress lies in
ruing” and not only that, but some people want to know “what
will become of the Comintern” (Ruth Fischer).

These and similar trends of thought which have sprung up
lately, prove completely the correctness of the appraisal of the
ultra-Left given in the Open Letter of the E. C. C. 1. to the
German Party. It was said in this Letter:

“The so-called ultra-Left tendency 15 sometimes only a
screen for the Social Democratic, refermist “Levite’ moods
which threaten to take on the form of a direct betrayal of
the international working class.”

The bourgeois Social Democratic origin of such ideological
tendencies is perfectly clear. The C. L declares that all healthy
forces of the Party must be mobilised against this liquidatory
ideology in order te extirpate it.

The problem of the capiure of the masses is even now
incomprehensible to some ultra-left groupings and their
leaders. Maslow wrote that Lenin committed gross errors at the
ill Worid Congress and had misunderstood entirely the cha-
racter of the German Party, Katz writes in his leailets that
the tactic of the Party is the tactic of 1914; Comrade Scholem
considers the joint ballots in Berlin as Zeigner-policy of the
worst kind; Ruth Fischer writes concerning the “babble about
the Left Wing”, she writes in a derisive and contemptuous
manner about the Party’s plebiscite campaign; the Scholem-
Rosenberg manifesto (“Unity of the Left”) asserts that the
Open Letter delivers over the Party to the Right etc.

Thus the ultra-Left is therefore reaily the disruptive ele-
ment. The C. P. G. must overcome completely this ideological
sickness in order io be capable and qualified to capture the
masses., To convince and win over the ultra-Leif workers re-
mains the most important Party task, for it is comprehensible
that after a series of most serious defeats, after a series of
most bitter disillusions, there are workers who believe that
the present policy of the Party is incorrect. They must be con-
vinced, they must be shown how the policy of the ultra-Left
necessarily leads to isolation from the masses, fo K. A. P.
(Communist Labour Party) moods and objectively even to
direct liguidatorship.

The Enlarged Executive declares that under the pressure
of the workers the ultra-Left fraction has entered wupon the
process of self-liquidation. On the other hand, some groups as
for instance the Scholem-Rosenberg-Conrad group, began io
traverse the correct paths by declaring that they were In
agreement with the political line of the Central Committee of
the Party and of the Comintern. On the other hand there are
tendencies which have carried ultra-Left errors to the point of
open Party treason (Kaiz), or who run the risk of ending
upon this path (Korsch), The Executive expresses the hope that
the wltra-Left workers will understand the enormous harm which
treatens the Party if it does mnot overcome the ultra-Left
tendencies.

4. The Maslow-Ruth Fischer Group.

The Ruth Fischer Group is the miost vacillating and un-
steady element in the Communist Party of Germany. The
ideological basis of this group is lack of faith in the Communist
Party, in the labour wmovement and ihe proletarian revolution.
Because of this, Maslew advanced the perspective of the German
Revolution retarted for decades and even endeavoured (in his
statement in Court) to prove “that it is impossible fo be guilty
of high treason under such a perspective.” From such lack of
faith Ruth Fischer asserted that the Germasn Communists do not
feel themselves the protagonists of the future but ouly as
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traditional folk, who are in the Party because it is the proper
thing, that “a disguised liquidatory mood can even be found
among the rank and file of the Party”; that “the masses seek
refuge from the humdrum of everyday life”, etc., etc.

Such a standpoint expresses the disillusionment of
ruined petty-bourgeoisie and not the beginning of the revival of
the German labour movement and of the Comumunist Party.

On the basis of such an ideology it is wutterly impossible
to carry on a firm and clear policy. This is the explanation for
the continuous unprincipled vacillations of this group. At the
Frankiurt Party Congress, ihe Maslow-Ruth-Fischer group on
the most important questions vacillated between the policy of
the Comintern and the policy of its ultra-Left opponenis.

When the ultra-Left, in April 1925, launched into an open
struggle against the Comintern, the Ruth Fischer group for-
mally severed connection with them in order not to forfeit the
leadership of the Party. After this “breach” the vacillations did
not diminish, they became still greater and more frequent.

The Tenth (Berlin) Party Congress was just one big
vacillation between the Comintern and the ultra-Leit. Finally, the
Ruth Fischer group allied dtself with the wiltra-Left which it
had just previously been opposing, for a joimt attack om the
Comintern. This drew from the Executive the Open Letter to
the Members of the Communist Party of Germany, dated
August 1625. Ruth Fischer signed this letter, theveby joining in
the condemnation of her own attitude.

Immediately on the return of the German delegation, she
nevertheless organised an underground struggle against the
Comintern policy and launched into a fractional petty war
against the new Party Executive.

The leading Berlin Party authorities, the district executive
and the Central Executive which were completely under the
control of the Ruth Fischer group then rejecied the Open Letter.
Only under the pressure of the membership and akter con-
siderable hesitation did they accept the letter, continuing, how-
ever, the struggle all along the line against the Central Com-
mittee. Under Ruth Fischer’s leadership an opposition was
organised against the absolutely correct decision of the Central
Committee to utilise the surplus votes of the Berlin municipal
election by organising joint candicates’ lists with the S. P. G.
Ruth Fischer together with the Berlin district executive and
with the Scholem Group, opposed this policy. She also opposed
the measures by which the C. C. proposed to carry out the
new political course to attract the former opposition — ali
this jointly with the wuiira-Left group from Scholem to Katz.

Whilst until the appearance of the Open Letter the Ruth
Fischer fraction constituted a2 “middle group” between the Com-
intern and the ultra-Left, during the last Party discussion it de-
veloped more and more intc a “middle group” between the
C. C. of the C. P. G. and the K. A. P. elements.

On several important political questions, Ruth Fischer stands
close to the conceptions of Korsch — especially her de-
precation of the German labour movement, her anti-Bolshevik
attitude to the Russian Revolution and to the international
policy of the Soviet State, the spreading of demoralising legends
concerning an alleged “veering to the Right”, namely an op-
portunist degeneration of the C. P. G. and the Comintern.

Simultaneous with this actual support of anti-Communist
propaganda, Ruth Fischer “solidarises” in words with all Com-
intern decisions and with the policy of the German Central
Committee. She declares “that the struggle against the ultra-
Left must be carried on.”

Such double dealing has a disintegrating and destructive
effect on the Communist Party.

As long as those who use such methods can {igure as
“leaders” of the Communist Party, the non-Party and Social
Democratic workers’ respect for Communists will be destroyed
and the confidence of the C. P. members in the leadership of
their own Party will be killed.

Therefore, the healty development, the normalisation, the
growth of the C. P. G. demand the speodiest liguidation of the
Ruth Fischer fraction with its double entry politics, and prac-
tice of saying ome thing and doing sonmiething quite different.

Her lack of principle and diplocmacy injurious to the Party
shattered the coniidence of the Party membership in the leader-
ship, and shook the mutual trust of the leading cadres and the
faith of certain sections of the Party in the Comintern.

Thus, the Ruth Fischer fraction is politically,
sationally, and morally bankrupt.

organi-

the

As a resuli of its continuous vacillations between the Com
munist International and the most unstable ultra-Left sections
of the German Party membership, as a result of the substitution
of an unstable demagogy for the proper leadership and edu-
cation of the Party, the Ruth Fischer group lost not only the
confidence of the Communist International, but also that of
the Left Party membership. ,

The Enlarged Executive declares with indignation that Ruth
Fischer has broken the pledges which she made by signing the
Open Letter. The Executive of the Comintern and the C. C.
of the German Party had given Ruth Fischer every opportunity
to correct her errors and to show by deeds that she is willing
to work in the Commmmist International. -

In spite of this, Ruth Fischer continued her disorganising
activity, her struggle against the policy of the Comintern.

The Enlarged Executive declares that the field of Com-
munist Party work is open to all members of the C. P. G,
particularly also to all those followers of the former Right
and ultra-Left groupings who show not only by words, but
by deeds that they are sincere supporters of the policy of the
Comintern and of the German Party Exeocutive.

The followers of the Maslow-Ruth-Fischer group must make
their choice between the policy of the C. C. and the methods of
unprincipled opposition. There is no middle path, no inter-
mediate group between these two standpoints.

5. Overcoming the Righkt Tenrdencies.

The Enlarged Executive points out that the danger of
Right deviations continues to exist in the C. P. G. A deter-
mined fight must be carried on against them. The new C. C.
of the C. P. G. has fought with most drastic measures against
every Right deviation that ocame to light. This is shown by
the expulsion of Schomlank — only Comrades Scholem and
Schwab did not vote for this expulsion; the condemnation of
the opportunist attitude of the local group in Zeitz and the
election of the Social Democrat Melich, the Communist ab-
stention from voting in the formation of the government in
Baden, the setting up of joint ballots in the municipal elections
in certain rural districts in Wiirtemberg (temporary cessation of
the fight against the Social Democrats), and the correction of
a number of smaller Right mistakes.

Precisely in the interest of a real fight against concrete
Right deviations, the ultra-Left talk of a supposed “swing to
the Right” must be combated, because it only serves opportu-
nism. “Whoever overdoes the fight against Centrism, helps the
Centrists” (Lenin’s leiter to the Jema Party Congress).

The Enlarged Executive declares that only a complete lack
of understanding of the new Situation and of the new tasks
of the Party can lead to the conception that the present course
of the C. P. G. means a return to the old Party situation before
October 1923. The Party is not only not going backwards, it is
going forward. The fght which was conducted against the
Brandler Group will not be stopped by the change in the
leadership of the C. P. G., on the contrary achievements will
but be secured. This fact cannot be erased in any way from
the consciousness of the Germany' Party members.

The objective situation, the slow develgpment of the re-
volution, the influx of new masses from the reformist camp,
carry with them opportunist dangers for the Party. Such dangers
may appear particularly strongly in Communist work in parlia-
ments, municipal assemblies, trade unions, co-operatives, etc.
The Enlarged Executive is convinced that the Party leadersship
will continue to track down these opportunist tendencies with
the greatest attention and eliminate them.

The Enlarged Exeoutive declares that the Ernst Meyer
Group acknowledged its most serious mistakes and in its Party
work has taken serious steps to correct them and to approach
the correct political standpoint of the present Party leadership.
It must furthermore quite frankly and unequivocally renounce
its entire former fractional attitude and show the Party clearly
that not only in a general form but also in its practical posi-
tion on the various political inner<Party questions it differen-
tiates itself from the Brandler tendency. Comrade Meyer must
especially realise the incorrectness of his statement that it was
not he who approached the C. C. of the Party but that the C. C.
0‘: ﬂﬁz lzart).' approached him politically, that is that it moved to
the Right. i
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6. The Leadership of the C.P.G.

The present leadership of the C.P. G. emerged in the fight
against the Right errors and grew strong in the struggle against
the ultra-Left errors. The group of workers now at the helm of
the C.P.G. is the nucleus of a really Leninist Party leadership.
On this is based its ireedom from fractional limitations, its cor-
rect attitude toward the masses of German workers and its atti-
tude of mutual confidence in the Communist International.

Under the new leadership the Party has achieved a series
of successes, especially in the Berlin municipal elections, the
campaign for the expropriation of the ex-reigning princes, the
fight against Locarno; to a certain extent in the trade unions
and in the inner-Parfy sphere in the reorganisation on the basis
of factory nuclei, in conducting an extensive educational Party
discussion, in drawing in Party members who had heretofore
been kept in the background and in developing new cadres of
Party workers.

At the same time there are still many defects in thé Party.
The ideological Party front, the theoretical training of the mem-
bers is especially weak. Trade union .work, in spite of incipient
results, and in spite of great hindrances, (economic situation of
the working class and bureaucratic measures of the trade union
bureaucracy) is still inadequate. The active Party cadres must
be thoroughly broadened, strengthened and trained. The Party
leadership itsell must be strengthened at the next Party Congress.
The membership status of the Party, in numbers and especially
in its social composition (necessity of transferring greater weight
to the industrial centres and the large factories) is still very in-
sufficient. Thé C.C. is proceeding with determination to over-
comie these faults.

The Enlarged Executive rejects the attacks by the various
groups on the policy and leadership of the C. P. G., and expects
that the Pariy leadership will more strongly than ever continue
its present policy of winning over the masses, of liquidating the
remmants of fractional formations and of concentrating its main
struggle on safeguarding the Party policy against the ultra-
Leit danger, while at the same time relentlessly repeiling every
Right deviation,

it is the task of the leadership to draw into active work all
the Party members, regardless of what group they belonged tc
formerly, who advocate the political line of the Party not only in
words, but also in deeds.

A correci application of Party democracy will multiply the
forces of the Party and foster and facilitate the crystallisation of
new active cadres from the broad sections of the membership.
Discussions which serve the ideological deepening and streng-
thening, but not the disorientation and disintegration of the
Party, are entirely in the interests of ‘Party development.

7. The Immediate Tasks of the C.P.G.

© The chiei political task of the Party is the conquest of the
basis masses of the German proletariat, the coalescence of the
growing Left tendencies in the German working class under the
"leadership of the Communists and with the, simultaneous gui-
dance and organisation of the mass struggle against the Dawes
turdens, against the lowering of the workers’ standard of living,
against unemployment; the establishment of a fighting alliance
with' al! the toiling sections of the population, both with the
urban petty bourgeoisie, and especially with the toiling poor pea-
santry, under the leadership of the industrial proletariat and its
revolutionary Party, the C.P.G.

In order to fulfil this task, in order to combat not only the
cpportunist ‘abandonment of the goal of the revolutionary - sei-
zure of power, but aiso the ultra-Left negation of partial de-
mands, in order to link up the fight for partial demands with the
course toward the proletaria dictatorship and revolutionary per-
‘spectives, in order to win over the masses of workers in the
free trade unions to clear and goal-conscious Communist trade
unicn work, and to give the still- ephemeral Left currents a firm
aim, the Party must summarise the most important demands of
the toiling masses in a programme of action.

In the present situation, the following demands are in the
vortex of the fight of the toilers:

: 1) Fight against the employers’ offensive: fight for the un-
employed, fight against every decrease in wages and for in-
creases, universal eight-hour day and seven-hour day in mines;
formation of a fighting alliance of the decisive trade union or-
ganisations after the pattern of the British trade unions, ener-
getic fostering of the Factory Council movement. Enrolment of
the unemploved in the productive process, adequate support of

all the unemployed throughout the whole period of unemploy-
ment, defence of the unemployment benefits against the reactio-
naly unemployment insurance. Fight for the defence of the in-
terests of the unemployed through the trade unions, formation
of unemployed councils and their affiliation to the trade union
organisations. ‘The C.P.G. must in every case, even when the
trade unions give no serious support to the unemployed, inde-
pendently take every measure to represent the interests of the
unempioyed (calling of local unemployed imeetings, organising
demonstrations. unemployment congresses, efc.).

2) Transfer of the Dawes burdens to the possessing classes.
Abolition of the mass taxation and the consumption taxes. Fight
against all increase in rents.

Fight for the nationalisation of the banks, and the key in-
dustries (mining, metal and chemical industry, transport) and
of the big concerns under the control of the workers and em-
ployees. .

Control of closing down enterprises by commissions of Fac-
tory Councils and trade union representatives. In all cases of
sabotage of production, the uncompensated expropriation of the
factory and its continued operation by the State or municipality
under workers’ control. No State credit without a commensurate
Earticipation of the State and simultaneous control by the wor-

ers. :

3) To strengthen the trade unions: Powerful united militant
trade union organisations, buill up as industrial unions, Hun-
dred percent iree trade union organisation in every factory. Or-
ganisation of the unemployed in the trade unions, amalgamation
of unions which have split off. Creation of trade union unity
in Germany and on an international scale.

4) Fight against Monarchy and Fascism: Increasing the ac-
tive struggle for the complete uncompensated expropriaticn of the
ex-royalty in the broadest, united popular movement. '

Dismissal of the monarchist oificiers in the Reichswehr and
police, disarmament and the dissolution of the counter-revolu-
tionary societies, cleaning out the administrative apparatus in the
Reich, in the provinces and in the municipalities. Sharp struggle
against the corrupt monarchist class justice and for the libera-
tion of political prisoners.

5) Fight against distress amongst toiling peasantry: Expro-
priation of the large landowners, especially the nobles. Distribu-
tion of land to the land-hungry peasants, tenants, settlers and
agricultural workers, alleviation of the tax burden, credits to
needy peasants. Fight against Junker privileges. Annulment of
the trade agreements and tariffs directed against the workers as
well as against the toiling peasants, and especially against the
vine-growers.

0) Organisation of the work and most active struggle for
the demands of the young workers and toiling women, as well
as the employees and impoverished sections of the petty bour-
geoisie.

The proletarian united front for the fight against the general
need must grow out of the struggle for these demands of the
broadest toiling masses, based upon the Left bloc in the German
labour movement which is developing in the framework of this
movement, upon powerful trade union organisations and unity
comimittees.

In connection with the fight for the everyday interests of
the toilers, the Communist Party must become the active leader
in the fight against Versailles, Dawes, and Locarno, and for the
breaking of the bonds of imperialism.

The comprehensive slogan of this fight is the slogan for
an Independent Socialist Germany in free alliance with the
Soviet Union, with the class conscious workers and all the op-
pressed peoples of the world. -

This fight can be waged to a victorious conclusion only by
the overthrow of the capitalist government, by the assumption of
power by the workers and peasants government, based on wor-
kers’ councils, on the armed power of the working class, on the
strength and confidence of the working class.

The role of the Communist Party in these long difficult
struggles, fraught with sacrifice, must be that of the determined,
never-vaciilating and clear-visioned leader.

On the shoulders of the Communist Party rests a great
histeric responsibility. It must close its ranks, march unitedly
and compactly. and bring all the forces of the Party to their
highest development. 1t must become in reality the iron cohort
of the revolution.

Long live the German Working class!

Long live the Communist Party of Germany!
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Resolution on the French Question.

I. The Eco_nomic Situation.

Changes which have taken place in the Structure of French
Capitalism.

Contemporary France differs radically from pre-war France.
Great changes have taken place in the structure of French
capitalism, charges which have a decisive influence on the very
type and the forms of the labour movement.

Since the war, France has experienced an amazing industrial-
isation. Already the war itself, with its enormous requiremeints,
helped this process. The enormous orders of war material, the
necessity to make up for the loss of the industrial regions occu-
pied by the enemy, creating new enterprises, the big orders made
for the reconstruction of the devastated regiouns, and finally
France’s acquisition of mew industrial regions, such as Alsace-
Lorraine, ail this combined has helped to change the economic
aspect of contemporary France.

In pre-war French national eccnomiy agricuiture, small and
medium industry and petty cominerce occupied a foremost posi-
tion, whereas today it is the big capitalist type which is the
predominating phenomenon in the national economy.

Due to this transformation the small and medium urban
bourgeoisie, and the small and medium peasantry have experien-
ced a’ decline in their economic importance. It is amalgmation
between coal and steel in the hands of the French capitalists,
which has .played the most decisive role in this process. The
medium enterprises of the manufacturing industry have made
way for gigantic enterprises, mainly producing instruments o
production. The old rudimentary form of bank capital whose
operations were limited to the floating of loans have become
obsolete: a fusion has taken place between industrial and bank
capital and whole branches of industry are under the control
of finance capital. In the econontic world the place of the modest
rentier has been taken by heads of ilinancial enterprises of a new
type; the place of industrial capitalists and isolated merchants
by powertul monopolist organisations — the cartels and trusts;
the place of skilled workers scattered throughout the small and
madium indusiries, by tens of thousands of semi-skilled and
unskilled prolelarians concentrated -in heavy industry. At present
French industry is on a much higher level than before the war
by the magnitude of its productive apparatus as well as by the
importance of the enterprises and the {echnical perfection of the
material. : '

This rapid industrialisation was accompanied by a pro-
found displacement in the -propeity system of France. Two
factors had a decisive influence in this process of regrouping:
1. the war excess prolits; 2. inilation. Owing to the inilation the
petty urban bourgeoisie and the peasants lost. five-sixths of
their money capital which has got into the hands of the financial
sharks. The latter invested this capital in rea! values and utilised
it for the development and perfection of the apparatus of pro-
duction. In this way the middle classes lost about 100 milliard
" irancs, which represents one-third of the national wealth of
France. About 10 million people have suffered from  inilation,
4 to 5 million of whom are on the road to ruin and are

 becoming more and more proletarianised.

‘Great changes have also taken place in the agriculturai
economy of France. Already before the war there was a shortage
of agricultural workers, but the war has made this situation
still more critical. The French couniryside has lost over a
million peasants killed and crippled. The development oi
industry continues to deprive the couniryside of man-power.
The difference between the prices for agricultural and industrial
produce (problem of the scissors) which is unfavourable for
the peasantry, also influences the diminution of man pcwer in
the agricultural districts. Whilst inflation has helped to diminisiz
the mortgage debts of the poor peasantry, it has at the same
time absorbed the revenue of the more well-off sections of
society. In the rural districts a levelling of conditions has taken
place accompanied by a general economic impoverishment. As
a result of shortage of labour and means, many peasants are
‘unable to cultivate the whole of their land, the countryside is
becoming depopulated, the area under tillage is diminishing. Big
capital takes advantage of this, and seizing the land, ensconces

itself in agriculture in the guise of limited companies.

This empoverishment of the French rural districts which
is just beginning, is bound to increase the political activity
of the peasants, and to give rise to great discontent among
them. The peasaniry knew how to profit by the war in order to
increase its wealth, but in the present period it feels very acutely
the consequences oi the impoverishuient of the toiling masses.

Regrouping of the Classes.

These sudden economic changes are having an influence
on the regrouping of the classes within the country. The concen-
tration of industry, the growing influence cf linance capital, the
displacement of capital, have caused a more profound differen-
tiation among the social classes. than that which existed in
France before the war. The old democratic 'rance which deve-
loped peacefully within the limits of the parliamentary regime
is making rocom for a new france, a France with acute class
struggles, with rapid radicalisation of the ruined sections of the
population. with attempts by the different classes to raise the
problem of power and to solve it by non-parliamentarian means.

At one of the political poles there is the big industrial
commercial and agrarian bourgeoisie united by the big banks.
It has in its hands the rudder of economic dictatorship, it is
strongly organised in cartels and trusts, it has always the possi-
bility to demand through its banks the payment of 20 milliard
short-term loams, and to create thereby at any moment a parli-
amentary crisis. It no longer rests content with the old political
parties — its agents in parliament. It has replaced them by
politico-economic organisations, of a non-political aspect, which
it declares are above parties and by the aid of which it brings
pressure to bear on the government of the Bloc de Gauches.
But it is still trammeled by the old parliamentary forms based
on the domination of political parties which are the reflex of
the former economic relations of the country. These parties
which have their origin in pre-war France at the time when
the interests of certain groups or of certain branches of indu-
stry were predominant, no longer correspond with the present
interests of concentrated capita'ism. Hence the attempts of big
capital to make parliament the servant of its interests or to
break down the resistance of the petty bourgeoisie and .its poli-
tical parties and to solve the social conilict by non-parliamen-
tarian means.

Parallel with this the big French bourgeoisie possessed by
a perfect frenzy to export, enriched by inilation, intoxiated by
its victory over Germany, is inclined to continue its imperialist
expansion on the European continent and in the colonies. Its
role in international politics goes on changing according as the
economic situation of French capitalism changes. Finance capital
which has established . its rule in post-war France assumes a
more and more aggressive character. But, its’ economic basis is
too narrow to enable it to exercise hegemony in Europe. It is
not in harmony with the external policy of France and consti-
tutes a threat of new military adventures for the toiling masses.
The wars in Morocco and Syriz are the first step along this
path of more serious military action. The disharmony between
the pretentions of the French bourgecisie and its real inter-
national role was revealed at the Locarno Conference which
lowered the political position of France in Europe .and gave it
a secondary rank among the European powers.

At the other pole is the proletariat, which can play a deci-
sive role in the social conilicts which imay break out any
moment. It has grown numerically. The losses in men suffered
during the war, the slow growth of the population of France
and particularly the industrialisation of France have caused a
great influx of foreign workers. About 3 million Polish, Italian,
Spanish, Belgian and other workers have been added to the
ranks of the French proletariat. Several industrial centres present
a variegated concentration of workers of all nations quite in
the American fashion. The French proletariat, important because
of its numerical strength, concenirated in powerful industrial
centres, the majority of whom is reduced to a common level
through the modern technique of big industry, represents a
powerful potential .force. It rests with our Party and with the
C. G. T. U. to organise in the forthcoming social conflicts more
sections of this proletariat which will have to fulfil its historic
mission. .
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Finally, there are between the proletariat and the big bour-
geoisie the middle sections of society, always hesitating and
economically impoverished, who are gradually losing their poli-
tical power. At the last elections these sections, under the in-
fluence of their impoverishment caused by inilation and the
bellicose policy of the national bloc have adopted an' orientation
to the Left, and together with the workers, who have not yet
parted with their petty bourgeois illusions, have contributed to
the victory of the Bloc de Gauches. Since the advent to power of
the latter, 20 months have elapsed thus revealing the impotence
of the petty and middle bourgeoisie in their struggle against
big capital. The entire policy of the Bloc des Gauches was
nothing but a series of capitulations before the offensive of the
financial oligarchy. And it is precisely because the petty bour-
geoisie and the peasants could not make up their minds to
solve the complicated problems of the financial crisis by leaving
the ranks of the capitalist regime, to seek union with the only
force capable of resisting big capital — the proletariat — that
the entire policy of the Bloc des Gauches, could not be anything
but a demonstration of its impotence.

It is precisely the fact that the very diminished economic
role of the petty bourgeoisie does not correspond with its poli-
tical influence which is the origin of the permanent parliamen-
tary crisis. The masses who followed the Bloc des Gauches and
who were demoralised by its inipotence are beginning to lose
faith in its policy and are veering more to the Leit. The task of
our Party consists in utilising this veering to the Leit of the
toiling masses in order to establish contact with them for the
imminent class struggles.

There are in this group of more and mwore impoverished
middle strata of society declassed social groups: partly ruined
small rentiers, intellectuals, ex-officiers who under certain con-
ditions cap supply big capital with cadres for the Fascist cause.
The process of diiferentiation throug which the petty bourgeoisie
is going at present, can add mew groups to these strata of so-
ciety. That is why our Party must follow with the greatest atten-
tion the regrouping which is taking place within these strata in
order to take in good time the mecessary measures and not be
taken unawares by their attacks.

Regrouping of the Political Parties. ,

Parailel with the regrouping of classes we witness a re-
grouping of political parties. The struggle between the national
bloc and the Bloc des Gauches has already shown that the
question of the creation of political groups, more extensive than
the old parties, was the order of the day in France. The concen-
tration of capital corresponds with the concentration of the poli-
tical forces and with the intensification of social differences. The
social basis of many of the parties is undergoing a modification.

This process is very evident in the Social Democratic Party
which is at present becoming objectively the Party of the petty
bourgeoisie, 1n spite of the presence of workers in its ranks. The
role played by Social Democracy in the Bloc des Gauches bears
testimony in an unmistakable manner of the evolution which it
has undérgone during the last few years. The struggle between it
and the Communist Party for influence over the impoverished
petty bourgeoisie and the peasantry will develop more and more.
Our task will consist in convincing these masses of the necessity
of violent revolutionary methods which the proletariat under-
stands how to follow and to prove in the light of concrete ex-
periences that the Communist Party alone carries on a real
struggle for the interests of the masses, and also in getting these
masses to follow the vanguard of the working class.

The Financial Crisis.

The present financial crisis in France shows that French ca-
pitalism is pursuing a path leading inevitably to important re-
volutionary compiications. This crisis gives rise at this juncture
to the following important questions:

1. The budget question. On what classes should devolve the
burden of the mecessary taxes if the budget is to be balanced?
Already the fourth petty bourgeois government is in vain racking
its brains with regard to this question.

2. The question of the bankruptcy of the State Treasury. In
order to avoid this bankruptcy, at the moment of the repayment
of short-term leans (about 60 milliard francs) it is essential for
the holders of bonds to agree to postpone repayment, and this
raises in all its acuteness the question of fhe “confidence crisis”
with regard to the solvency of the State, a confidence crisis which
can develop into a big revolutionary crisis.

3. The exchange question. In spite of the ifact that the trade
balance is active the franc is steadily falling, for the State’s need
of money is provided for by continuous emissions of paper
nmoney.

4. The question of inter-allied debts. One cannot stabilise
the national valuta without the help of foreign credits. But the
French bourgeoisie can obtain loans from abroad only on con-
dition that its external debt which amounts to about 40 milliard
francs is consolidated. If this debt is settled in the mauner de-
manded by the Americans it would mean an annual tribute of
about 2 milliard gold francs to be paid for nearly a century.
Hence, the diificulties in arriving at a balanced budget and at
the same time the acknowledgement of the suzerainty of Anglo-
American capital in essential branches of the national economy.
By this settlement America wants to achieve the economic coloni-
sation of France which would greatly impair her political in-
dependence. The penetration of American capital into France and
into the French colonies is preparing a kind of Dawes regime
for France, an essential condition of the stabilisation of the finan-
ces of the State and of the franc.

All this combined creates a very unstable situation for the
ruling classes of France. But if the French bourgeoisie succeeds
in overcoming certain financial difficulties, even if it succeeds in
stabilising the franc, this will not prevent a serious industrial
crisis from following the present exchange crisis. The seeming
prosperity of French industry is at present due mostly to in-
flation and is purely artificial. The country has been deprived of
the capital accumulated before the war and invested abroad to
the amount of 38 milliard gold francs. The active trade balance
— the result of inflation, is in fact tantamount to a steady im-
poverishment of the country, for the-sale of French products is
effected at prices below the cost of production. At present we
witness a tendency to bring the retail prices of the internal
French market into keeping with those of the worid market, and
this does away with the necessity of inflation for the bourgeoisie.
In this case French industry will be confronted with the problem
of lack of working capital, of prodigious rise in the selling price
of products, of the impossibility to compete on the world market,
of a goods-export crisis and unemployment. In order to get out
of this situation the French bourgeoisie will initiate an ofien-
sive against the working class for the purpose of being again able
to compete on the world market at the expense of the proletariat.

Another cause of the aggravation of living conditions of
the working class and of the revolutionary situation will be the
attempts of the French bourgeoisie to balance its budget It
woild not be able to do this except by the imposition of indirect
taxes, namely, at the expense of the workers. All this goes to
show that France is approaching a serious revolutionary crisis
during which temporary lulls may take place. But the general
trend of the evolution is towards extra-parliamentary and extra-
legal methods as a solution of the crisis.

The Role of the Proletariat and of the Party.

The changes which have taken place in the structure of the
national economy and in the political positions in contemporary
France, raise in a very acute form the question of the role of the
proletariat in the coming events. The proletariat cannot remain
a disinterested spectator in the struggle which is developing now
between big capital and the petty bourgeoisie which it has ex-
propriated. Already in the struggle against the war in Morocco
and Syria the proletariat has shown that it is the only class which
offerts consistent resistance to the imperialist policy of the
French bourgeoisie, and which takes the initiative of the move-
ment into its hands.

The foremost essential task conironting our Party consists
in developing in all its magnitude before the broad masses the
question of the hegemony of the proletariat in the struggle
against big capital. Only the proletariat conscious of its historic
mission, organised in powerful trade unions, and in a Com-
munist mass Party will have a decisive influence on the issue
of class conflicts. That is why the second essential task of our
Party consists not only in increasing its influence: by agitation
among the proletarian masses, but also in firmly establishing it
by means of the organisation of the masses.

Our Party must fully realise that without the capture of the
trade unions and the inclusion intc their ranks of an over-
whelming majority of the working class, it will not be able to
be a successful léader of the proletariat in its class struggles.
We must frankly admit that up till now the French Communist
Party has only been able to inilluence the vanguard of the labour
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movement. The Socialist Party on its part allowed itself to be
taken in tow by the petty bourgeoisie and the politically back-
ward sections of the working class. On the strength of this
situation the Right of the French Party erected a whole theory
according to which the struggle between the big and the petty
bourgeoisie, with respect to inllation, taxation and inter-allied
debts does not interest the proletariat in the least. By this reduc-
tion of the role of the proletariat, the Right elements endeavour
to bring back the present labour movement to its former Socia-
list passivity.

_ To these reformist theories the Leninist Party must oppose
with the utmost clarity — this is its third essential task — the
question of the establishment of close contact between the
proletariat on the one hand, and the pauperised middle strata and
the peasantry on the other hand.

We are at present in France confronted with the alter-
native: Whether the proletariat will succeed in capturing the
majority of the petty bourgeoisie and the peasantry, and in
solving by revolutionary means the present crisis at the expense
of big capital, or as in Italy the petty bourgeoisie will follow
the big bourgecisie, and the latter establish a reactionary regime
based on an increased exploitation of the proletariat and of the
petty bourgeoisie by which the whole burden of the crisis will
be placed on their shoulders.

To lead the wide proletarian masses along the path of
revolutionary struggle and together with these masses the petty
bourgeois and peasant sections of the population, to piace them
under the political leadership of the proletariat, to head a
broad revolutionary movement against capitalism — such is the
main task of our Party.

II. The Internal Situation of the Party
and its Tasks.

The unrest we observe in the French Party arises from one
of the typical crisis which have taken place during these last
few years in the various Comintern Sections. We are in the
presence of quite a peculiar malady of a Party, which while
having undoubtedly made an enormous step forward during
the last three years on the way to Bolshevisation, is nonetheless
a party which has not yet undergone the iest of a civil war.

Ideological Weaknesses of the Party.

Three years ago the PParty experienced a most violent crisis
which purged it of the most opportunist elements represented by
Frossard. During these three years, the Party, by its social
composition has really become a workers’ party. It has embraced
the vanguard of the labour movement, it has dealt decisive blows
to the relics of anarcho-syndicalism within the trade unions and
it has assimilated the fundamental principles of Leninism.

But as the overwhelming majority of the French Party is
composed of a young generation which has come to Communisim
since the war and entered the Party without any serious Marxist
education, as this young generation has not yet during a class
combat been able to acquire the necessary experience in the
‘application of its Leninist tactics, the ideological basis of the
~ Party stil remains very unstable. The Party endeavours to ela-
borate its tactical line haphazardly; it acts from day to day
under the pressure of daily events and it often lacks wide per-
spectives. The complicated changes which take place within the
working class have not been the object of a sufficiently serious
and profound examination on the part of the Party.

Lack of Experience of Recent Revolutionary Struggles.

To this ideological weakness is to Dbe added the lack of
political education of the Party cadres, the absence of firmness
acquired during hard batties. The Bolshevisation of the German
Communist Party was effected during the bloody combats of the
German proletariat, combats which were so many great re-
volutionary lessons and which leit an undelible imprint on the
German workers. The Italian Communisis were tempered and
hardened by war in the struggle against Fascism. It has existed
under a regime of legality; its political experience is extremely
. limited and its mass movements at the most have been expressed
in strikes and street demonstrations, which at best have resulted

in collisions with the police. That is why in France the Bolshe-
visation of the Communist Party has not penetrated as profoundly
as in those Parties which have led great mass struggles.

Under-Estimation of the Right.

The danger of the Right in France also is not so keenly felt
as in the countries which have gone through the era of civil
war. In France the workers have mot yet had the opportunity of
judging the conduct of Souvarine at the time of armed struggles
as their German brothers had with regard to Paul Levi during
the March action. Communists have still only an abstract cop-
ception of the real treachery of Souvariue. Therein lies the
danger of an under-estimation of the Right danger within the
Party. However, this Right danger is already knocking loudly
at the doors of the Party. This danger comes not so much from
the intellectual and petty bourgeois group headed by Souvarine
as from certain Syndicalists allied with the Right who have not
yet abandomed their out-of-date comceptions concerning auto-
nomy of the Trade Union Movement. The organ of Rosmer and
Monatte, at the present time offers a ready-made ideology to this
latter group. The Emnlarged Executive approves the energetic
ideological struggle undertaken by the Party against the Right
after its conference of December 1-—2.

Ultra-Leit Errors.

The lack of experience of the Party in the class struggle has
retarded its development, preventing it having a full compre-
hension of its ultra-Left errors. In the Communist Party of
France there have never been anmy clearly characterised ultra- '
Left groups. The French Party has never had to smash such a
movement at the cost of a violent struggle, such for instance as
the Halian, German and Polish Parties have conducted. It has
only known such struggies by hearsay, but has never itself
experienced them.

The tendency of Treint to turn the colonial war into a civil
war when he was examining it from a relatively close perspec-
tive, was a great political error in the actual circumstances.

Such a perspective as that estabiished in May 1925, and
according to which decisive combats between the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie had to take place, caused relatively little trouble
in the Party, because it did not correspond with the situation,
but only resulted in isolating from the Party certain working
class and petty bourgeois strata. Since these ultra-Left errors did
not have graver practical consequences for the masses, no exact
estimation of their extent was possible.

Narrow Conception of the Problem of Bolshevisation.

Now, real Bolshevisation of the Party cannot be realised
without a concrete examination of its past experience. The
French comrades thought it sufficient to reorganise the Party on
the basis of factory nuclei in order to become a real Bolshevik
Party, without striking a blow. Of course the strengthening of
the proletarian nature of the Party is onme of the preliminar
conditions of its Bolshevisation. But this is only part of ifs tas
and it cannot be reduced to a mere question of organisation. In
thus restricting the whole problem of Bolshevisation, the Party
treats the question in a mechanical manner and reduces compli-
cated tasks to a series of circulars, orders, efc..... Instead of
gradually obtaining within the Party organisation an organic
synthesis of the two generations, i. e the old cadres and the
young, the Party has mechanically got rid of the old cadres by
purely formal methods of organisation. The most characteristic
feature of the physiognomy of the French Party is the com-
plete renewal of its cadres during the last few years. It would
be a great error to deny the importance of this considerable
influx of mew forces. But this renewal could not do anything
less than lead to a reduction of the effective Party membership
and to throw the “veteran” eclement into opposition in respect
to the “young”. That is the origin of a certain unrest in the
Party organisations, an unrest which demands immediate

- attention.

Relations between Party and Trade Unions.

Good relations between Party and trade unions, an acc.u:rate
knowledge of the role of the unions are fundamental conditions
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for contact between the Party and the wide masses, whereby
the Party can-assume the role of leader of the labour movement.

At a time when the fundamental task of the trade union
movement - is to become transformed from minority trade
unionism to mass trade wnionism, in accordance with the post-
war industrial development, it is evident that the leading role
of the Party should be emphatically expressed. That is why
the relations between the Party and the unions assume a decisive
importance for the French labour movement.

The ultra-Left errors, slogans which do not correspond with
the situation show that the Party had a false conception of its
leading role and of its relations with the masses. This false
conception has as a direct result the under-estimation of the
role of the trade unions; it first and foremost contributed
toward causing bad relations between the Party and the unions.

This situation is still more complicated by the fact that while
the Party was experiencing an accelerated period of renewal and
reorganisation, the Trade Unions in their organisation were
based on the old cadres. The process of renewal of these cadres
could not lollow the pace of the Party. The young cadees of the
Party on their part, placed in a new situation, did not have time
to acquire sufficient experience to work efficaciously within the
trade unions and to win the confidence of the organised masses.
Between the Party and the trade unions a lack of equilibrium
was produced which could not be eliminated by the mere entry
of a few members of the Confederal Bureau (of the C.G.T. U))
into the Party. Among the old Trade Union cadres there are
certain people who have not yet completely abandoned their
prejudices, which become apparent in the question of the “inde-
pendence” of the trade union movement with regard to the
Party. Great patience, persevering and intense work were needed
to educate and progressively renew the militant trade union
cadres that could not be assimilated and to create friendly colla-
boration.

The error of the leadership of Comrade Suzanne Girault
consisted just in the fact that she over-mechanised the relations
between the Party and the Trade Unions, not taking into con-
sideration the peculiarities of the French Trade Union Mo-
vement.

The Militants of the party and of the C.G.T.U. should
take clearly into account the fact that it is omly in a collabo-
ration based upon a correct policy and upon mutual confidence
that there is the guarantee of a normal development of the Trade
Union Movement and of the Party. The comrades working in
the trade unions should understand that within the unions they
remain workers of the Party whose general instructions they
Mulfil. dn the present period they should pud forward the idea
of the united iront tactics with particular emphasis, for it is
only along this path that they will be able to widen their basis
hitherto too restricted. Furthermore, our Party should submit
to serious criticism its own over-administrative methods with
regard to the trade unions which characterise the old policy
of the Party leadership up do the time of the December 2,
Conference.

Without overcoming internal resistance to the correct appli-
cation of the united front tactics, neither the Party, nor the trade
unions will be capable of winning over the wide masses.

Through the Unions to the Masses.

The Red Unions now constitute the chief basis of a mass
Commumist Party in France. In all countries the question of rela-
tions between the Party and the Unions is the index of the poli-
tical maturity and of the capacity for winning the masses. Every
difficulty in the reations of the Party with the Unions is imme-
diately reflected in the influence of the Party over the masses,
and vice versa. The lack of normal relations between the Party
and the Unions is also a proof that there is a crisis in the rela-
tions of the Party and the C.G.T.U. with the masses. When
the Party membership does not increase and certain trade union
organisations lose members, at 2 time of one of the most serious
financial crises, at a time of inflation and impoverishment of
the middle class strata, at a time of the disintegration of the
old parties and regrouping of classes, at a time of decompo-
sition of parliamentarism, during two coionial wars and with
the growing discontent of the masses, such disturbing facts
should alarm the whole Party and the C.G.T.U. and make
them understand that there is something that must be adjusted
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in their relations with the masses. In France work among the
niasses especially entailed agitation, but the work of organi-
sation remained far behind the influence acquired by this agi-
tation.

The Sectarian Traditions of the Labour Movement.

Nowhere is the number of workers organised in the Party
and in trade unions so small as in France in proportion to the
uiorganised workers. The French labour movement has entered
upon a new post-war era, divided into several tendencies and
chapels of a sectarian character. This state of the labour move-
ment reflected the economic situation in France, a country of
small rentiers, of thrifty petty bourgeois and middle bourgeois
elements. The famous individualism of French workers was the
result of the backwardness .of Freach industry and of the close
union between the proletariat and petty bourgeois sections
of society. It is only in this country of a divided and scarcely
organised labour movement that the “iheory of active mino-
rities” could originate, which provided an ideological justi-
lication for the sectarian practice of the old schcols and the
isolated tendencies of the masses. In the pre-war period it became
customary in the course of many years 1o preserve these sects
which were satislied with narrow grouns of their own follo-
wers and which are atrophied in their petty chapel interesis.
fhe post war economic development of France, the formation
of new proletarian sections, all this combined shook the very
foundation of the labour movement and its former groupings.
But the Party itself and the C.G.T.U. have not yet comple-
tely overcome the relics of the conservative spirit of the former
era. The methods of work of the C.G.T.U. and the type of
organisation of the frade unions founded as it is on the terri-
forial principle and not on a factory basis, have undergone
but little change during the post-war period. The somewhat
mechanical relations between the Party and the trade unions
as well as the relations between the apparatus of the Party
and the membership, the estrangement of the Party centre from
the basic organisations, all this combined was 1o a certain extent
in keeping with the sectarian spirit. The Party and the C. G. T. U.
rested on the conquests made during the post-war period of
agitation and effervescence. In view of the state of organisation
in the pre-war working class, this ‘was no doubt a success.
But it one considers that post-war France has become the
country of a proletariat concentrated in big enterprises, the im-
portance of this success is certainly only relative. In post-war
France history has placed our C.P. and the C.G.T.U. in an
exceptionally favourable situation.

The Main Task: Capturing the Unorganised Masses.

The French Communist Party and the trade union organi-
sation can and must develop on a large scale if we succeed in
fighting not only for the workers already grouped in- other or-
ganisations, but also in finding means for the capture of the not
yet organised proletarian masses. That is why in France — and
in this France differs from the other countries where the pro-
letariat is organised — united front tactics must be looked upon
as joint action not only with workers belonging to reformist
trade unions and the Socialist Party, but also with the workers
not yed organised, peasants, and pauperised middle sections of so-
ciety. Herce the united front tactics must not only aim at exposing
the- treachery of the leaders, but also at showing to the unorga-
nised masses our determination to fight for the realisation of our
immediate demands. In France, more than. anywhere else, we
must whenever we mobilise the masses by revolutionary agita-
tion, lay emphasis on the importance of organisation in the uni-
ted front tactic. The French Party has already acquired a certain
amount of experience on this field. All the workers and peasant
congresses had as their point of issue the extension and the in-
tensification of this work. The Party must endeavour to find
new bases enabling it to penetrate more deeply into the masses
in order to organise them. It must make a serious study of all
deviations in order to reject them in the application of united
front tactics, as such deviations instead of bringing us nearer to
the masses, would dissociate us from them or would lead us to
political liquidation of the Party. It must free its tactical policy
from all deviations created by its political nervousness. .

During the past year the Party did not always apply united
front tactics in a proper manner. To bring forward all the slo-
gans of the Party (fraterisation, etc.) as an indispensable con-



No. 40

International Press Correspondence 637

i

"

dition for the realisation of the united front with the reformist
workers was an error which greatly impeded the realisation of
the united front. This error has already been rectified by the con-
ference of December 2nd. The Party must make it a rule to issue
united front slogans which can be understood by the masses.

The Tactical Errors of the Party.

However, imposing the demonstration which took place in
Paris when the ashes of Jaures were transferred to the Pantheon,
the Party should not have over-estimated its importance, jum-
ping to the conclusion that the Parisian worker was ready for in-
surrection, This could only take away the attention of the Party
from the work of organisation and deliver it to a subjective tac-
tic which threatened to sever the connmection between the Party
and the working class. Other errors, just as serious during the
first months of 1925 were the over-estimation of the Fascist peril
where the objective situation did not imply an acute conilict bet-
ween the classes. It was impossible to keep the Party in a pro-
longed state of tension when there was really no revolutionary
situation. The Party should have directed this state of mind into
the right channels in order to strengthen its organisation. It was
a similar error to issue the slogan for a revolutionary tribunal
when the situation was not actually revolutionary. Such an esti-
mate of the situation could not bring the masses into motion.
The splendid ‘and courageous campaign -of the Party and the
C.G.T. U. against the wars in Morocco and Syria, the historic
24 hour’s strike have ressuscitated the best revolutionary tradi-
tions of the French working class. But it certainly does not pre-
clude a sane: criticisny- of the organisation and preparation of this
strike. The Party should not only have rejected and denounced
in a most decisive manner the counter-revolutionary defeatism of
the Right with regard to the strike, it should have also made
the lesson of this strike the subject of careful study on the part
of the rank and file of the Party and of the trade union organi-
sations. In the present situation in France the Party should not
rest content with :a million strikers in a demonstration - strike,
since the French proletariat consists of 10 million workers.

In this respect too, the Party and the C. G. T. U. must break
with the old tradition which has accustomed them to. consider a
general strike which mobilises only a feeble minority of the wor-
king class a normal phenomenon. At the present juncture the
Party can and must carry with it the majority of the warking
class of France. The Party must realise this and must become
imbued with this idea for good and all. The analysis of the last
strike must help us to ‘make the rank and file of the Party and
of the trade unioniorganisations realise our weaknesses. We must
make them understand that they must not only be agitators, but
above all the organisers of the working class. ‘

The Party committed a similar error in.the conduct of its
various campaigns. They had not the character of a coherent
and systematic action by the Party concentrating for a definite
period the attention of the working class on definite demands.
Frequently the Party scattered its campaigns, calling them to-
gether without any plan only to abandon them subsequently with-
out having obtained politive results.

The Enlarged Executive Committee is glad to be able: to
say that during the last. period the Party achieved important re-
sults in its colonial activity and also among the peasantry, wo-
men and in its agitation against the colonial wars.

The Executive’s criticism of the errors of the Party does not
aim at minimising the importance of these successes. On the
contrary the object is to help it to draw the necessary lessons
from the errors of the past and to march resolutely forward.

The conference of December 2nd organised at the initiative
of the Party itself is a splendid example of self-criticism, and
remedying of errors committed. It is a great stride forward in
the direction of the re-establishment of united front tactics.

The Enlarged Executive expresses its approval of the deci-
sions of the conference and associatesitself with the policy which
was outlined there. It declares that it would severely condemn
all attempts to revert to pre-December 2nd tactics and policy.
It urges the Party Executive to apply the decisions of this con-
ference to all the Party forces and to do away. with every vestige
of the Party’s old methods of work. ‘ "

i .1 To determine its pdlicy, the Party must concentrate on the
aggravation and intensification of the present financial and poli-

tical crisis. Without pre-judging the date of the revolution, the
Party must set itself the task to extend under the present favou-
rable conditions its political influence over the masses, .to.con-
solidate by organisational measures each of its successes; omly
such a policy will allow the Party even in the event of a revalu«
tionary ebb to maintain itself in the conquered positions...; -

2. In the period before us the Party must lay particular
stress on the slogan of the workers and peasant government,
in order to be able to use it not only as an instrument of pro-
paganda but also as a means for the revolutionary mobilisation.
of the masses. The Workers and Peasants’ Government must be
set against every form of coalition government, Socialist or other-
wise, which does not attack the foundations of private property
and which is content to remain within the framework of capitalist
society. The slogan of a workers and peasants’ government to
become a means of mobilising the masses shouid not be pro-
pagated as an abstract and empty slogan. The Party must
combine its agitation for this slogan with a programme of re-
volutionary measures going beyond the limits of capitalist
society. By connecting this slogan with the objective situation
it must continually emphasise that only such measures can get
the workers out of the impasse into which they have been
driven by the French Bourgeosisie with the help ofthe So-
cialists and the trade unmion reformists. '

3. Taking into account the transitory mature of the present
political crisis, the Party must not renounce its partial demands
which by going beyond the framework of the capitalist Tegime,
become the point of issue of a big mass tmovement because they
appear easy of immediate attainment to the masses, using, for
example, the following slogans: a) liquidation of the internal
debt of the State at the expense of the banks and big capital;
b) transference of the entire burden of taxation to the wealthy;
¢) relentless measures against the export of capital abroad, etc.

4. These slogans cannot be included in the programme of
revolutionary measures of a workers’ and peasants’ government.
They will deprive it of its real revolutionary nature. Though
they cannot be realised by any bourgeois government, they appear
to the masses to be immediately realisable and are therefore
capable of mobilising them, of leading them and of making them
understand the necessity of a workers’ and peasants’ government
and of revolutionary measures more radical than those in its
programme. The Party must at the same time fight for the
partial demands which can be won under the capitalist regime:
equal civil and political rights for French and foreign workers;
protection of women’s and child labour; State insurance for
workers, etc. ‘

5. Whilst it is the duty of the Party to stand up for the
interests of the peasant masses, and of the working class sections.
of society impoverished by inflation, it must at the same time
concentrate its attention on the defence of working class de-
mands. Above all the defence of the eight hour day, of a real
wage and of the interests of foreign workers. S

6. The reactionary offensive aiso raises the question of the
struggle against Fascist leagues and associations which are more
and more constituting a real menace to all .the social conquests
of the working class. The Party and the C, G.T.U. should con-
duct a campaign for the dissolution of these leagues and
endeavour to make the reformist C.G.T. and the Socialist
workers also participate in it.

7. In addition, an energetic campaign should be-conducted
for the ideological enlightenment of the Party and the wide
masses on the question of the methods and forms of the pro-
letarian struggles under perspectives of a revolutionary develop-
ment. The capitalist offensive on the economic field as well as
on the political field demands that:the.C.G.T.U. clearly and
with ‘particular firmness presents the questiort of trade union
unity. : -

8. The wars in Morocco dnd Syria should be the occasion
for. the Party to continue its anti-war work and intensify ite
anti-militant work. It ‘should also profit from the entanglement
of French imperialism to develop its work widely in the French
colonies particularly in those” of the Mediterraneam basin. The
necessity of intensilying dnd perfectioning the colonial ‘work.'of
the Parties in France and in the colonies implies au effective
direction of the Colonial Commissiof; by the Polburedu and the
control of its activities by the Central Committee. h
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Within the. Party.

On this field the Party should in the first place liquidate
the remnants of the old struggle of groupings within the leader-
ship, concentrating its entire attention on the danger from the
Right. Only a change of course inside the Party can assure the
normal development of the Party. The nature of the present
unrest proves that the Party has overcome the fractional and
sectarian phase of leadership through one single group. At a
moment of such a serious crisis within the country which imposes
formidable tasks, the Party should no longer remain under the
direction of a iraction. All attempts to put the leadership of the
Party back into the hands of a single group wouid inevitably
meet with an active reaction on the part of the Party. The task
of the group leading the C. P. F. demands an extension of the
basis of the Party leadership. The leading group should become
really a centre which unites all the active forces of the trade
unions and the other organisations, it should also group around
it, on the platform traced out by the E. C. of the C. L. all the
Party forces against the Right Wing elements which disorganise
the Party at the time it is preparing for imminent combats.

a) Realisation of internal democracy of the Party; Rectifi-
cation of the exaggerated centralism of the Party apparatus,
more initiative on the part of the lower organisations, closer
liaison between them and the centre, appointment of one of the
secretaries of the C. C. for work of liaisen with the provincial
organisations.

b) Serious political discussion before the Congress, if during
the next few months events allow of extensive debates, and do
not demand from the Party greatest concentration of forces in
view of political action of wide scope.

c) More eifective control on the part of the C. C. as a real
organ of Party leadership — over the work of the Political
Bureau.

d) Establishment of normal relations in all sections of the
Party, with the active elements of the trade union organisations,
on the basis of the closest collaboration and also on the basis
ot fundamental instructions established by the Party.

e) A more systematic political direction by the Party of
the work of the youth and particular attention {o the special
organisational needs of the youth.

f) Elfective leadership of the parliamentary group and greater
attention on the part of the C. C. {o the political work of the
deputies.

g) The lower organisations of the Party should be made
more active. ‘

h) Great importance to be attached to the organisation and
direction of the whole Party press, if possible local organs
should be established in the large industrial districts.

IIl. Against the French Right.

Analysis of Right Tendencies in the C. P. of France.

In the present situation the Communist Party of France is
faced with the immense task of mobilising the masses for defen-
sive struggles against the high cost of living, inadequate wages,
unbearable taxes, colonial wars, reactionary plots, etc. '

The growing crisis of the French bourgeoisie will impose
still greater tasks on the Party in the near future.

It is certain that the French bourgeoisie, feeling the crisis
grow will strive to disintegrate the Communist Party, to lead
the masses away from it, to render the Party incapable of
leading the proletarian masses into action and of fulfilling its
historic task.

The objective situation in France is very favourable for the
development of our Party. However, during the recent period
the successes of the Party have not been in accordance with this
situation. The Leftist faults of the' Party leadership have certainly
contributed to this state of affairs. What is more they have
provided the Right Wing with a platform of criticism which has
allowed it to rally discontented elements with the aid of which
the Right has been able to conduct a policy disintegrating the
Party.The purely negative criticism of ihe Right, its revolt against
all discipline, its gross insults and calumnies in respect of the
Party and the International, above all its clearly non-Communist
political platform, instead of hastening the necessary improve-
ment of the Party policy, have on the contrary contributed to-
wards its obstruction in view of the Party having to defend itself

against the dangers of petty-bourgeois opportunism and against
the recognition of syndicalist ideology. Objectively the Right has
served the interests of the French bourgeoisie. At the present
moment in face of the responsibilities and the tasks incumbent
upon our Party, it is the principal danger which must be merci-
lessly combated.

The Right is connected by a certain number of its members,
arid by its action in general, with elements excluded from the
Party for their indiscipline, who from the outside attempt ‘o
discredit and disintegrate our Party by spreading vile slanders
against the Party and International (Scuvarine) who endeavour
to diminish or deny the role of the Communist Party in order
to revive the old syndicalism of the Charter of Amiens (“Re-
volution Proletarienne” of Monatie and Rosmer). ‘

This open and masked collaboration on the “Bulletin Com-
muniste” and the “Revolution Proletarienne”, the solidarity that
the Right has continued to display in respect to these two
organs, destroys Party discipline and tends to disintegrate it.

The Right is endeavouring not to correct its errors or to
rectify the political policy of the Party, but to discredit the
Party and the International in the eyes of the French workers.

Campaign of Disparagement.

The whole series of the “Bulletin Communiste” is nothing
but an odious pamphlet against the C.P.F., the Comintern and
the Russian Revolution. At the very movement when it ceases
publication, the “Bulletin Communiste” which is supposed to
be making a gesture of discipline, hurls a pack of insults at
the Party:

“The leaders of the French Party are incapable of
putting an end to the intolerable regime which is crus-
hing the Party because such an act would mean their own
suicide. The Party has not elected them, does not recognise
them and will never accept them. They know this and hope
to prolong their miserable political existence a few months
longer with the aid of the gag, calumny and imposture....”

“There must be an absolute condemnation of the lack
of miorals, the cynicism, hypocrisy, knavery, lies, forgeries
and utilisation of forgery, duplicity, the intrigues charac-
teristic of the high politics of newly-baked ‘Leninists’ who
waited until Lenin died in order to make capital for them-
selves.”

Not even the worst enemies of the Party have ever hurled
against it so much as the “Bulletin Communiste” with which the
Right Wing of the Party is in agreement. When the “Peuple”
or the “Matin” publish such insults, they have no effect on the
working class. The latter knows that the bourgeoisie endeavour
to discredit the revolutionary Party by every possible means.
But when this discrediting is sown among the ranks of the wor-
king class and of the Party itself by an organ which pretends
to be Communist, the work of disintegration which the bour-
geoisie cannot accomplish with its organs, is continued and
the duty of the Party is to react with the greatest energy.

It is not only on the French Party, it is above all on the
International that the French Right in collaboration with the
“Bulletin Communiste” is endeavouring to hurl discredit and
calummy, seeking to destroy all comfidence of the workers in
the Internationmal. There is an abundance of quotations in the
“Revolution Proletarienne” just as in the “Bulletin Communiste”.
The renegades Levi, Frossard and Hoglund have never hurled
so much mud. ’

According to the Right the whole International is corrupt
and is disintegrating.

- “Our Bulgarian Party, first decimated, has-: also been
ex-terminated. Our Esthomian Party suffered an almost
identical fate. .

Our German Party has lost everything it gained in

1023, has lost three quarters of its members, has lost two

millions of working class wvotes at the elections, has lost

all influence in the Trade Unions (two Communists at the
last Trade Union Congress) and its main positions in the

Factory Councils. '

Our. Swedish ‘Party has committed suicide, one fraction

rejoining the Social Democracy. .

Our British Party, with a negligible membership, re-
ceived the most ridiculous votes at the election and suffered
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a crushing defeat at the recent Liverpool Congress of the
Labour Party.

Our CzechorSlovak and Italian and American Parties
have undergone profound crises and have only avoided a
split, thanks to the falling back of the executive of the In-
ternational on the verge of disaster.

Finally, the French Party, deprived of hali its mem-
bership, disorganised, discredited, and beaten in everything
it undertakes..... It is especially the intellectual and moral
decay of the Party that is so serious. The post-war prestige
of Communism is nothing more than a memory. The bour-
geoisie laughs at us and Social Democracy, which is pro-
gressing everywhere does not fear us. The immense ma-
jority of the working class sees in the Communists people
who are incapable and irresponsible bunglers, adventurers,
and at the best of cases unreasonable utopians.... Let us
look for one movement at the Communist press of Western
Europe. There are only presumptous assertions, vulgari-
ties, invective.... What will remain of this poor period
lwh'ich” followed the death of Lenin? Nothing — except
ruins.

In the “Revolution. Proletarienne” we find the same press
still more cynical:

“Why was the change in the leadership of the Czech
Party imposed from Moscow in 1924? Who were the people
impposed in -this leadership? They were people who had
something to get themselves forgiven for, Leninists of 1024:
A policeman, a thief, a blackleg, a drunkard, etc. . . . .

The Executive, compromised with people who are
tarnished and mixed up in intrigues really too vulgar, will

discredit itself just a little more.”

What do the “Bulletin Communiste” and the “Revolution
Proletarienne” seek by such campaigns? The reinstatement of the
people who are writing such ignominy against the International
revolutionary movement. Or else to sow mistrust amongst the
French proletariat and to discredit it towards the Communist
Internatinal to the advantage of the French bourgeoisie which
is in the clutches of a profound crisis, and which itself cannot
demoralise and disintegrate the proletarian forces.

It is impossible to think and to pretend that this role is
not conscious.

The discontented workers who have let themselves be led
away by the Right should open their eyes as to its true function
and condemn this action of revolutionary defaitism.

We see .the same defeatism with respect to the Russian
Revolution which the Right pretends to defend, but which it is
endeavouring to belittle and besmirch in the eyes of the French
workers. '

Louzon tries to demonstrate in the “Revoluticn Prole-
tarienne” that nothing remains of the revolutionary conquests
in Russia while the “Bulletin” goes so far in its cynicism as
to write the day following the death of Frunze:

“The Lenin Mausoleum containing the embalmed body,
with its miysterious illuminated roof, its armed sentries at
the foot of the Kremlin, where an illuminated banner waves,
reealls sooner the tomb of a Mahomet or a Tamerlane than
that of a leader of the workers and peasants.

“Lenin was a hero, now they are manufacturing them.
Frunze was a strategist of genius, a revolutionary with an
extraordinary firmmess, a brave man at all trials — that is
what they write about him. But all those who have known
him know that he was a third-rate person and that in
prison he ‘behaved in such a manner that the Society of
‘Ex-political Prisoners refused to admit him as a mm1ger.”
That is an' infamous calumny on Frunze.

At a time when numbers of workers’ delegations are
coming to Russia to become convinced that the revolutionary
conquests of the workers and peasanis are semething different
from those of the reformists, why is there this eagerness to
belittle and besmirch everything? It is to help the Bérauds and
the other agents of' the bourgeoisie to sow pessimism and
distrustt amongst the working class. L

This attitude towards Soviet Russia is also based on the
idea that in the present situation the role of the Russian Party
is finished and the ‘proletarian dictatorship supérfluous.
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Souvarine writes in the “Bulletin Communiste”:

“In Russia they are arresting the Mensheviks although
the Soviet Republic does not fear them any more. They
must be very hard pressed for arguments if they cannot
invoke any other but that of repression.”

Marthe Bigot in the same organ writes the following
passage which is very characteristic of the mentality of the
French Right:

“In this period of lull at the present time one would
like to see the formation and creation of the Socialist or-
ganisation of the new world in the only country where the
proletariat is master over its own destiny... And the
working class does not perceive the new Social rhythm
that is hoped for, it does not see anything else but forms
which it understands as being necessary during the acute
revolutionary struggle, but which are being prolonged
without advantage during the present period, which shouid
be one of creation.”

Thus the Russian Revolution has not created a new social
rhythm, the present period is not one of creation, there omly
remain out-oi-date forces of the civil war period.

Sabotage of Party Activity.

This _ systematic disparagement of everything that the
Russian Revolution, the Communist International and the French
Party has done, naturally leads to sabotage of Party activity.
In the October number of the “Revolution Proletarienne” a
Party member explains the tactics adopted by the Opposition
in the folowing manner:

“Our comrades in the group after a long exchange of
opinions have decided to cease completely all activity in
the Party and to practice the policy of ‘do” your worst'! ...
For 'my part I hesitate all the more as the comrades in the
group have lost faith and at the slightest bump are ready
to get themselves excluded or tear up their cards.”

“I think that the quicker we produce a vacuum before
them, the sooner we will have rid the Party of them.”

Is that a way to bring the Party into line, to correct its

errors? That is organised sabotage and disintegration of our
Party. To practise the policy of “do your worst”, to be ready
to get oneself excluded — such are the tangible results of this
revolutionary defeatism in the Party ranks.

This sabotage and this disintegration of the Party have
been pursued during a period when our Party was engaged in
action against the Moroccan war, when it had need of all its
forces for the work of mobilising the masses against French

imperialism and bourgeois rapacity.

Colonial and National Questions.

The Right has criticised Party activities against the colonial
wars and has sabotaged its action because on'the question of
the Moroccan war, it shares the conception of French imperialists
that the Moroccans are an inferior race, are uncivilised tribes.
On this point the petity-bourgeois, and Social-patriotic mentality
of the French Right is most characteristic. The “Revolution
Proletarienne” of July 1925 brings forward views on this sub-
ject which should be emphasised:

- “The French Communist leaders have taken up the same
attitude towards Abd-El-Krim as our Russian comrades
have towards. Sun-Yat-Sen, that is to say, in considering
him as the representative of a Proletarian National Revo-
lutionary movement... That is no reason for the French
Communists unrestrictedly associating themselves with Abd-
El-Krim who is a representative of very different social
category and pursuing very different social objectives.
Kémal Pasha was the embodiment of a really national in-
dependent movement, not the action of provincial tribes...”

Thus the heroic struggle of the Riffi against the rapacity
of French imperialism is not a struggle for national indepen-
dence, a struggle which holds in check French imperialism and
awakens the spirit of independence of the oppressed colonial
peoples. Commumists shoubd not- support this struggle of the
warlike tribes of the Riff against French imerialism. The “Com-
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munist” who writes these things endeavours to demonstrate ‘that
Abd-E1-Krim should be combated because he is not a Commu-
nist. Undoubtedly we must combat religious and social. pre-
judices, the Pan Islamism of the colonial peoples and -develop
a popular peasant and workers movement among them. But
when warlike tribes rise up against the imperialism of the
Metropolis and are warring for their independence, we should
combat not their leaders, imbued though they may be with
certain prejudices, but the imperialism which attempts {o sub-
ject them. This peculiar Communist who wants to combat Abd-
El-Krim at the time when the French bourgeoisie is trying to
strangle the Riff rising by a war, shouts: “Morocco for the
Moroccans”, yes, but not for Abd-El-Krim.

This is. the same standpeint that Painleve evinced a little
later in the Chamber when not wanting’ to negotiate peace with
Abd-El-Krim but directly with the tribes. It is the standpoint
of French Social patriotism and imperialism in order to justify
the continuation of the war and of colonial banditry.

It is from this purely Social patriot standpoint that the
Right Wing criticism in respect to fraternisation arises. In a
theses by Paz it affirms:

“Fraternisation is not an abstraction, it cannot be applied

in all situations. It is based on rec1proc1ty, it therefore
presupposes a certain equahty in the dregree of economic
development of the warring peoples as a resuit of a certain
similarity .in the - political maturity of .the troops confronting
one another; it also presupposes on both sides the existence
of :a revolutionary organisation capable of propagating the
- slogan. This is not the case when the workers and peasants
of a capitalist imperialist country are facing peasants who
under the leadership of a feudal chief are seeking to realise
national independence: therefore the slogan of fraternisation
shou,ld net have been 1ssued in respect to the Moroccan

war.”

How could soldiers of law arid of civilisation fraternise
with semi-barbaric peasants? Is this not a reminiscence of the
best days of social patriotism?

This social patriotic position we may find again in the
question of Alsace-Lorrairne.

The letter of the 280 asserts:

“Just as much as the slogan for an Alsace-Lorraine
plebisciie in 1918 was correei, today. it is just as destined
to meet with indifference and ridicule. Why not the evacu-
ation of Nice, Savoy, and Corsica?”

This mocking tone hides a clearly chauvinist mentality. Since
1618 ‘Alsace Lorraine had been subjected to the Jack-boot regime
of French imperialism. The population desires an autonomous
regime. The Right thinks that if it was the duty of our Party in
1018 at the time of Versailles to protest against the annexation
by France, it should now consider Alsace-Lorraine like Nice or
Savoy, as being definitely annexed and should not arouse the
Alsace-Lorraine  population against the tyranny of the French
State. This phrase resembles those referring to the Moroccan
war and indicates the purely social patroitic. deviation of the
French Right.

The 24-Hour-Strike.

"The attitude of the Right towards the 24-hour protest strike
is just the same.

It was against the strike first of all because it thinks that
Abd-El-Krim should be combated and not supported. But it was
still for other reasons against this Party anti-war activity. Un-
doubtedly no one could have expected that the 24-hour strike
‘wordd be general. It would have been better prepared
if the memberS of the Opposition instead of sowing
their mistrust and their pessimism, instead of practmsmg their
policy of “do your worst” and of “creating a vacuum” before the
Party ]eadershlp, had resolutely set to work. The tactics used
for preparing and launching the strike may be criticised. But the
protest strike against the war was a necessary action, it was the
first political strike for which the Party had issued the slogan,
with the trade union organisation, in the history -of the modern
French labour movement. It did:not rally the entire proletariat,
it was not a complete success, neither was. it the set-back that
the. Opposition, outdoing the bourgeois papers, wanted to.see. in
it. The Party must conduct its activity, even at the cost of certain

reprisals. It must endeavour to obtain the maximum of results,
undoubtedly, and on this question of the 24-hour strike, the
Party was not free from faults, but-the position taken up by the
Right against the strike in itsell, the recriminations against the
repression which followed, have nothing :revolutionary about
them.

The whole of this standpomt of the Right with respect to
the National and colonial question and of the action which the
Party should conduct against the war is_all the mere dangerous
as the emancipation niovement of the colonies is spreading and
as it is playing an important role in the developmient of the
post-war capitalist crisis as an ally of the proletarian movement.

Everyday Problews.

A similar lack of comiprehension is {o be found in the series
of articles by Louzon in the “Revolution” Proletarienne”.

The question of taxes, of high cost of living, of the fi-
nancial crisis in France — all these questions which are closely
bound up with the everyday life of the working class, which upset
the relations between the big bourgeoisie and the middle classes,
should be of no importance for our Party and for ]‘roletanan
activity, according to the “Revolution” Proletarienne” of May
1925.

“Therefore on the question of the high cost of living
just as on so many other questions let the proletariat cease
marching in tow of the petty-bourgeoisie.ilet it stop wee-
ping at the high cost of living but welcome it as the hour
of combat. On all fields the high cost of living will help it
to gain victory. The worst thlng that . could happen now for
the proletariat would be the fall of the dollar.”

Why not launch the slogan: Long iive' the high cost of
living and the profiteers who favour it: This polzcy of “do
your worst” is the opposife of all Comunist conceptions of:
the daily struggle to win the proletariat and to neutralise or
to lead with us the most backward strata of the peasantry and
the petty-bourgeoisie.

There is the same attitude with regard to taxes (“Revolurhom
Proletarienne”. of January 1920).

“The war of taxes is a war between the bourgeoisie,
it is not a war of the proletariat.”

In this issue dor December 1926 on the same subject
we read:

“Now, just because of the fact that ‘the proletariat
possesses’ nothing, financial crisis would not altect it, at
least directly. The conilict as to who will pay the taxes
does not come within the sphere of the pmle'tarvat ”

As long as there be such a conception of taxes, the pro-
blem for mteraalhed debts or of the mees Plan is as foreign
to the proletariat as that of taxes. )

In the “Revolution Proletarienne” for October 1925 Louzor
asserts:

“Bourgeois affairs, affairs b°tween murtual, creditors,
which do not directly interest the proletariat..... The mil-
liard of gold francs to be paid ‘per year to the Angle-
Saxon bourgeoisie will have to be assessed either on “the
French industrial magnates by an increase of taxes or else
on the French rentiers by a further fall in the value of the
franc.... Phenomena which directly interest the rentier,
which »do not directly interest the proletarians.

If this wealth, and this is what is important, did not
go into the pockets of the Anglo-Saxon . bourgeoisie, it
would for all that not remain in the pockets of ihe French
workers, it would go into the pockets of the French bour-
geoisie. The worker has therefore no interest as to whether
his boss pays .the debts or does not pay.them.”

The whole of this paradoxical analysis shows how the
opposmon -which ‘is. in alliance with.the “Revolution -Prole-
tarienne” - deviates from -Communist policy toward a kind of
anarchistic maximalism absolutely - foreign 1o the life of the.
masses. According to these theories, the Dawes Plan bears no
consequence for the German prolletsanaft If Germany pays, -if
France pays, it is the bourgeoisie which- pays,. according to
Louzon it cannot increase. the exploitation of. the: workers at
the .point of preserving - its profit while paying the American
capitalists . with..the .profits extracted by an increased  exploi-
tation of the proletariat.
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The example of Germany and of Italy shows the entire para-
dox in the arguments of the “Revolutien Proletarienne”.
 According to Hairius in the “Revolution Proletarienne”,
No. 12, the defence of petty savings by our Party is considered
as a Social Democratic deviation.

“It is not Social Democratic when solutions of the
financial crisis of the bourgeois State, are presented which
are accepted by radical deputies and when one declares
oneself a defender of petty savings...”

The political consequences for a Party which would inter-
pret the problem of the high cost of living, of taxes, of the finan-
cial crisis and of relations with the petty bourgeoisie and pea-
santry in this manner, would be disastrous.

The Rcle of the Party.

The “Revolution Proletarienne” moreover, attempts com-
pletely to revise Communism as far as the role of the Party in
the labour movement is concerned. This is a more or less masked
return, according to the authors, to the syndicalism of the Charter
g}f Amiens. Chambelland writes in the “Revolution Proletarienne”

o. 10:

“In wresting the C.G.T.U. out of the hands of the
anarchists, we thought we were remaining faithiul to the
very spirit of the Charter of Amiens... to organise and
develop in the two C.G.T.U. a movement for returning
to true syndicalism, syndicalist autonomy, to unity, to the
freedom of action for tendencies — that is the work of a
syndicalist league.”

The result of this return to the Charter of Amiens is the
diminution of the role of the Comununist Party. It should not
inferfere in the struggles of the working class.

Allot writes: Affer the Douarnenez Strike:

“The Douarnenez strike in no way resembles those
which took place in our country during the last few years.
At Douarnenez — this is I think quite a new fact — we
saw the Communist Party intervene closely in the sirike.
A delegate, the deputy Henriet, was sent down from the
very commencement. ’

In this conflict the syndicalist organisation and the
C.G.T. U. appeared to be quite eliminated and cut a pitiful
figure, One could really say that the C.G.T.U. lacked men
who could lead the movement and engage in the struggle
to ultimate victory. One could have said that it wanted
to justify those who pretend that the Communist Party is
the vanguard of the proletariat, the general staff which
should lead,. and that the trade union movement is not
capable of finding within its own midst sufficient energy,
and that is has need of being ‘fertilised! If the District
Union, the Foodworkers’ Federation and the Confederal
Bureau who were leading the strike had been simple
branches of the C. P., they would not have acted otherwise.”
In No. 8 of the same journal Monatte writes:

“Beware of the day after October (that is fo say, the
aftermath of the revolution) if the trade "unions are not
capable of giving the revolution a proletarian nature and
of guarding it, and of counter-balancing triumphant Blan-
quism.

They know that the working class should itself provide
its leaders and not go and pick them up ready-made else-
where. They know that the Syndicalism of the past must be
adapted to the needs of present day struggles and that there
is no need for it to be the lining of the tail to a party.”

For Louzon, the Party is a militarised organisation which
is excellent fort the insurrection, indispensable for success, but
is not capable of preparing the whole class for the revolution.
An organisation of this type is not capable of developing class-
consciousness. It is not capable of rendering the working class
sufficiently confident in its own capacity so that a revolutionary
will is created in it.

The “Revolution Proletarienne” No. 6, disputes that the
Party has the role of revolutionary education.

“A Political Party cannot fuliil the role of educator of
the working class. If it undertakes to instruct, it tends to teach
a catechism rather than teach its pupils 1o exercise their
critical instinct. Its role as a Party, moreover, imposes this

method on it. I conclude: It would be desirable that there
exist in France and in all countries an organisation inde-
pendent of political parties, which although placing itself
clearly on the field of the class struggle, would pursue the
task of educating the proletariat.”

All these quotations show that the “Revolution Prole-
tarienne” is by no means an organ which is endeavouring to
bring the Party into line, but on the contrary is trying to revive
the old syndicalist conception of the Charter of Amiens, trying
to belittle the role of the Party, to eliminate it from the labour
movement. The Right Wing inside the Party far from condem-
ning and combating such dangerous deviations has supported
the activity of the “Revolution Proletarienne”. '

United Front and Organisation.

The Right has formulated certain conceptions of the united
front manifestly opportunist. Loriot declares: “To think that
one can separate the leaders from the masses is pure Utopianism,
the united front cannot be made over the heads of the leaders.”

To think that one cannot separate the reformist leaders from
the working masses means not having any perspective as to
the development of the revolutionary action of our Party. Our
whole action in France, should on the contrary tend {o separate
the masses from the reformist leaders who are deceiving them
and who place them at the service of the bourgeoisie in distress.

Finally, in the question of nuclei, the French Right has
adopted quite an erroneous position: in face of mechanisation of
Party life and the lack of political activity of the nuclei, the
Right, instead of trying to improve an organisation which is
correct, though young and imperfect, has attacked the very prin-
ciples of organisation on a factory basis. )

The Right, whether it be in its theses, in its writings, or
in the organs with which it collaborates, has therefore, com-
mitted a series of deviations which are very serious and very
dangerous for our Party. .

1. Resolution on the Right.

The Party ‘must act with energy against the ideological
deviations of the Right, against the disintegrating action and
its lack of discipline. :

But in its fight it must take into account the fact that this
Right is far from being homogeneous.

The past policy of the Party has created a certain number
of discontented elements who have rallied to the Right, not
because they were in agreement with it in its Sociai Demo-
cratic or Trade Union programme, but because it formulated
criticisms identical with theirs against the mechanism of the
internal life of the Party, against the misunderstanding of its
relation with the trade unions, its slogans and its Leitist policy.
So a good number of workers and active trade unionists who
became discontented rallied to the Right without accepting all its
programme; others, understanding how much the ideological
platiorm of the Right deviated from Communism, constituted
a centre group (Morin, Himberot); others again in greater
number, though discontented, have not lost conlidence either in
the Party or in the Internitionai and have contributed by their
criticisms as well as by their disciplined work in the rectifi-
cation of the political line of the Party and the correction of
its faults.

There can be no «doubt that the modifications brought
about by the conference of December 2, in the policy and
interior regime of the Party, in its relations with the trade
union movement, modifications which have been confirmed and
even extended by the Plenum of the International, provide all
these legitimately discontented elements who are firmly attached
to their Party and the International the possibility of working

Jfor their Party.

Besides these discontented elements who have been moment-
arily dragged after the Right without sharing their ideology,
the opposition is constituted by a coalition of groups, various
and heterogeneous both in their ideology and their social com-
position, but which are intermingled and lead a concerted attack
against the Party policy.

(a) The “Bulletin Communiste” group with a character
dlearly intellectual and petty bourgeois both in composition and
ideology which shows characteristic Sodial Democratic de-



642

International Press Correspondence

No. 40

viations, which has specialised in the disparagement of the
Party and the C. L. and in the work of disintegration inside
the Party by seeking to break down its discipline and directing
a factional work from the outside.

The Central Committee must fight this group with energy,
and not hesitate to use the disciplinary measure of exclusion in
order to repress its lack of discipline.

(b) The Loriot-Paz-Dunois group related by its social
composition and ideology to the preceding group, but which
struggles to remain within the framework of the, discipline of
the Party and which while having the same Social Democratic
deviations, rejects some of those who take part in the “B.C.”
camipaigns of disparagement and of disintegrating the Party.

(c) The Revolution Proletarienne group which rests essen-
tially  upon  certain trade wnionm cadres and whose
composition is proletarian, but which struggles to revive syn-
dicalist ideology.

This tendency is, in the bosom of the Right, certainly the
most dangerous current, because it exploits certain mistakes
of the Party in order to bring about the revival of a tradition
which has had a great importance in the French working class
movement which was healty and necessary at a time when no
revolutionary party existed, but which signifies a step back-
ward and a false conception of the role of the Party and the
role of the trade unions in France.

These last, in this period of wide industrialisation should
strive to become mass trade unjon organisations and not
sectarian syndicalist organisations of the fype of the C. G. T.
before the war. The Party should devote particular energy and
attention ‘to the struggle against this syndicalist ideology.

The “Communist Syndicalists” of 1926, are very different and
ptay inside the working class movement quite another role from
that which they played in 1922. At that time, they were evolving
from syndicalism into Communism and were striving to make
clear all that they had in common with the Communist Inter-
national. In this way, they hastened the wmification of the re-
volutionary forces around the ideology of the Communist Party;
to-day, they are bringing about a. recoil from Communism
to syndicalism, attemipting to emphasise what separates them
from the Party and to proceed o a new division of the French
revolutionary forces. In face of the growing crisis of imperialism
and the tasks which it puts before the revolutionary movement
in France, our Party must fight this attempt energetically by
means of an ideological campaign which points out in what
degree this position is retrograde.

The Party showld fight these last two groups:

1. By carrying out a correct policy and by avoiding in the
future the Leftist tactical errors which have allowed the false
ideology of the Right to develop among the discontented
elements in the heart of the Party.

2. By establishing inside the Party a regime of internal
democracy which shall make the authoritarian and mechanical
methods of direction disappear right to the very last.

3. By establishing normal relations with the trade umions.

4. On the basis of this political correction, the Party
should lead a sustained ideological fight against the Social De-
mocratic or syndicalist deviations of the Right, iin order to
detach from it those sincere discontented Communists who
have become momentarily estranged. '

5. By re-establishing in the heart of the Party, by means
of internal democracy, a stern discipline towards those ele-
ments who would collaborate or wmite with organs outside the
Party, or would continue to sabotage the action of the Party
by practising the policy of “do your worst”.

In certain of these latest documents, a part of the Right
has attempted a strategic retreat on certain points by no longer
reprinting the grossest deviations which have already been de-
ugunced by the French Party.

It is not sufficient to be silent, the 280 ought clearly to
say wether they abandon their false conceptions on certain
important {actical questions, whether they break away from the
Bulletin Communiste and the Revolufion Proletarienne and
whether they condemn their anti-Communist political line and
their work of disintegrating the Party.

The Right has put forward the question of the re-admission
of the expelled members. The International has never refused
to re-admit those who, though expelled, have remained faithful
and disciplined to the International even outside the Party, or
who having recognised their errors have themselves condemned
them and have expressed their wish to re-enter the Communist
International. As for Souvarine, certain conditions were fixed
for him after the V World Congress; he has not observed them
and the Presidium replied by a refusal of his request for re-
admission; ‘the Enlarged Executive confirms this resolution of
the Presidium. .

The Party and the International will not refuse to consider
the re-admission of the expelled comrades who, faithful and
disciplined in the Party in spite of the measure which has
struck them, shall have proved by their activity as militants that
they have nothing in common with anti-Communist ideology,
nor, any solidarity with the traducers and splitters of the re-
volvtionary movement, and will demand their re-admissioi.
These questions having been clearly put, the Party and the
International will be pitiless towards those who, in spite of the
modifications applied in the policy and internal regime of the
Party by the conference of December 2, and by the Enlarged
Executive, carry on with their factional and disintegrating work.

The Enlarged Executive demands in a categorical manner
that the Right should disunite and break away definitely from
those elements which seek to disintegrate the Party ‘from the
outside, and further that it shall work loyally inside the Party
on the basis of the political line, which has been rectified by the
Party and the Intermational.

The Enlarged Executive appeals to all.the comrades of the
Party on the basis of the political line confirmed by the Inter-
national, to collaborate loyally with all their strength in the
work and struggles of the Party.
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Resolution on the Situation in Great Britain.

The Achievements of the Communist Party and their Lessons for the Sections
of the Communist Internationa?l.

1. The outstanding feature in relation to the situation of
Great Britain is the continual decline of British Imperiaiisni.
British financial capitalism has been unable to retain the position
it held before the war. It has lost its position as the dominating
imperialist power to the United States of America.

This fact is reflected in the continued unfavourable trade ba-
lance and chronic unemployment and the reduction of production
in the basic industries below the pre-war level. At ihe same time
the cost of living remains at least three quarters higher than du-
ring the pre-war period.

While the new policy of British imperialism in relation to
its colonies, i. e. economic concessions to sections of the native

" bourgeoisie and the export of capital together with more severe
political oppression may bring temporarily greater profits to
some sections of the British capitalists, the consequence of this
policy is to create sharper competition for the industries of the
homeland and thus further weaken the industrial system of Great
Britain. :

During the period of the dominance of British imperialism
the British capitalists were able to enlist the active support for
imperialist policy of the upper sections of the British working
class through making concessions to them out of the super-pro-
fits wrung from the colonial peoples. With the loss of its do-
minant position the British capitalists are endeavouring to pass
on the workers their losses together with those resulting from
the war, through reducing the wages and standard of living of
the workers. :

2. The Revolutionisation of the British Working Class.

The method used by the British capitalists in an efiort to
regain their former position — through compelling the workers
to shoulder the losses of British industry — is bringing atout
the gradual revolutionisation of the British working class. The
effort to reduce the wages of the workers, together with the chro-
nic unemployment, is driving the workers to united resistance
and a struggle against the capitalist systemv in order to secure
relief.

Another factor which has operated as an influence driving
the British workers to the Left is their experience with the La-
bour Government. On ‘the one hand the experience aroused the
political consciousness of larger masses of ihe workers who had
never actively participated ia political life, on the other hand
the failure of the Mac Donald Government to bring relief to the
working masses and at the same time its open support of British
imperialism has caused widespread disillusionment with refor-
mist leadership amongst the active minority of the workers in
the labour movement.

At the same time the continued progress and achievements
of the Soviet Union in creating a Socialist cconomic structure
and raising the standard of living of the workers is aiding in
the revolutionisation of the British workers.

3. Symptoms of Revolutionisation of the British Working Class.

The revolutionisation of the British working class has ex-
pressed itself in the following developments:

1. The growth of a Socialist ideology among the workers.

2. The development of a strong Left Wing tendency in the
British trade union movement of which the Minority Movement
is the most crystallised section. '

3. The resolutions adopted by the Scarborough Trade Union
Congress. (Resolution against imperialism, Dawes Plan and for
factory committees.)

4. The movement of trade union unity as it expressed itself
in the Anglo-Russian Joint Advisory Council.

5. The support given to the fight of the Communist Party

.against the resolutions of the Liverpool Labour Party Con-
ference.

6. The beginning of the organisation of a Left Wing in the
Labour ‘Party.

7. The mass movement of the unemployed.

8. The movement of the workers for the release of the twelve
members of the Central Committee of the British Communist
Party (petition signed by 300,000 workers).

9. The mobilisation of the workers in support of the miners
on “Red Friday” (formation of Councils of Action and Industrial
Alliance).

10. The pressure of the rank and file of the Independent
Labour Party on their leaders for a united front with the Com-
munists.

11. The growth of the influence of the Communist Party.
4. The Achievements of the Communist Party.

The Communist Party has played an important and leading
role in developing the revolutionisation of the working class of
Great Britain. s successes in this field have been achieved
through its quick response to the day-to-day struggles of the
workers and its correct application of the United Front.

The achievements of the Communist Party of Great Britain
in extending its influence and successes toward winning the
leadership of the working masses are of importance for all the
Sections of the Comintern.

The strength of the Communist Party in this work is based
upon the following factors: :

1.-Since 1924 there has been no factionalism in the British
Party. The Party has been able to develop team work among all
the leading elements in the Party and also to create a clear
understanding of the position of the Party among the membership
through constant close contact, thereby by drawing the whole
membership into active and reasoned support of its policy.

2. The British Party has learned from its experience the
necessity of entrenching ‘itself in the trade unions. It has insisted
that all its members should be active members of their unions
and that they participate in the day-to-day work of the unioms,
thus building up their influence and leadership.

3. The Party understood the necessity of building bridges
over which it can reach the masses. It has aided materially in the
development of the Mirnority Movement in the trade unions and
is devoting ‘itself to the task of crystallising the Left Wing in the
Labour Party. The systematic organisation of fractions in the
trade unions, the co-operatives and the Labour Party has been
an important factor in this work.

4. The tactics of the Party in persistently demanding affi-
liation to the Labour Party and the fight carried on against in-
dividual expulsions from the Labour Party shows that the Party
fully recognises the importance of maintaining permanent con-
tact between the vanguard of the working class and the masses
of the labour movement.

5. The Party has achieved great success in combining the
fight of the unemployed workers with that of the employed wox-
kers. This has been done through the setting up of unemployed
organisations (while insisting on the unemployed retaining

" membership in the trade unions) by affiliating these unemployed

organisations with the local labour bodies, and by setting up
a national joint council of the unemployed and the trade unmion
congress. :

6. The Party has demanded continued active work on the
part of its membership and thus, although a small party, has been
able to bring to lbear a high proportion of its proportionate
strength.

7. The support developed for international trade upion unity

through the work of the Party, has strengthened this movement
as expressed in the Anglo-Russian Joint Advisory Committee.
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8. Through its continuous active support of the miners in

their struggles the Party has won wide ‘recogaition amongst ‘the
miners as their only champion among the political parties in

Great Britain in relation to the present prolonged crisis in the
British’ Mining Industry. A ok ' '

9. By the continuous explanation to the British -workers of
the practical significance for their wages and general standard
of living of the exploitation of the colonial workers the British
Party has succeeded in creating' for the first time a widespread
realisation by the workers of the need of fighting imperialism.
This realisation took shape in a series of actions bearing witness
to important changes within the British Labour Movement (the
substantial financial help given to the Indian textile workers, the
material and moral support given the Chinese workers, the
Scarborough resolution against Imperialism).

10. The Party has succeeded in drawing the attention of the
masses of the workers to the importance of winning .the soldiers
over to their side, particularly in view of the impending capitalist
offensive (The Open Letters to the General Council and the La-
bour Party Executive, the Communist Trial, and the workers'
response).

5. The Tasks of the Communist Party.

1. The Party must continue to devote the maximuwm of attention
to work in the trade unions which remain the chief field of mass
work in Britain, and to give the utmost assistance to the Mino-
rity Movement. In this connection the systematic formation of
Party fractions and their direction by efficiently working in-
dustrial - departments in. the locals and districts becomes more
important than ever. In view of impending industrial struggles,
work in the co-operatives also deserves special attention.

2. The task already begun of aiding in the crystallisation of
the Left Wing in the Labour Party is of great importance for
the development of the British movement and must be in the fore-
iront of the work of the Party.

3. The British Party must continue its active support of in-
terpnational trade union unity, pointing out to the workers that
the lowering of the standard of living of the European working
class and the development of the industries of the colonies re-
quires more than ever before; the unity of the British workers
with all the workers in an all inclusive .international federation
-of trade unions. v ‘

4. The British Party must take up actively the struggle of
“the oppressed peoplés of the colonies and mobilise the British
working mmasses in support of every revolt which develops
against British imperialism. The British colonial policy in China
is becoming one of direct intervention due to the antagonisms
between American and British imperialism. It is the task of the
British Party to arouse the British working class against such
intervention. Further, the Party must continue and extend its
fight to mobilise the British workers against the Dawes Plan and
the Locarno Pact, the two instruments respectively intended to
transform Germany  into:'a colony of British and American im-
perialism and as a weapon against the Soviet Union. .

5. The Party has made progress in establishing itselt in ¢

“heart of the masses of the British workrs through its factory

groups. This work must be carried farther so as to achieve a
complete organisation of the Party on the basis of factory groups.

0. The work of framing a land policy for Great Britain is a
major task before the British Party. If must frame a tactical
policy for the masses of agricultural labourers, small holders
and small tenant farmers who are at present suffering from in-
tensive exploitation and unite the struggle of the exploited sec-
tions with that of the industrial workers in a general drive
against capitalism.

7. Great masses of the British workers are still dominated
by parliamentary illusions and the traditions of liberalism. The
Party must carry on an energetic campaign against the illusion
that the British working class can gain its freedom through the
bourgeois parliament, and must point out to the workers that
the British capitalists will never permit the working class to take
over and hold power through its own government without pre-
cipitating a direct conilict of forces outside of parliament.
Further, the watchword of the general strike is winning more
and more popularity amongst the workers, thereby bearing
witness fo their increasing activity. At the same time the Party
should continue to point out that, while the general or mass tsrike
is a powerful method of struggle against the capitalists and their
government, the British capitalist class is already showing that
it is prepared to resort to terror and civii war in order to-break
it. Therefore the Party must continue to explain to the British
workers that the general strike cannot be successiul unless the
workers are prepared to break the armed violence of the capi-

alist class.

8. While the Party has made progress in developing its
ideological influence among the British masses it has not yet
succeeded in crystallising this influence into new membership for
the Party. It is one of the most important phases of the work of
the Party to raise the members in the immediate future. The
Party should, if it takes up this work with determination, be able
to at least double its membership during 1926.

9. A start has been made with the work amongst women

- and some successes have.already attended the first efforts. This

work must be developed especially among the women in the in-

dustry and among the wives affected by the first blow of the wage

cutting offensive of capitalism. The Party should pay particular
attention to trade umion organisation of women working in the
factories and also councils of the housewives to draw these
women into support of the struggles of the workers.

10. The Party must give increased attention and swpport to
the work of the Y. C. L. lending all possible assistance to the
League in its campaigns for the organisation of young workers
in trade unions and against militarism. Special atfention must be
given to the united front operations of thé League with other
working class youth ofganisations. - Further the Party must assist
in the organisation of factory groups and Districf Committees

~of the C. Y. L.
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Resolution on the American Question.

1. The Enlarged Plenum of the Executive Conumittee of the
Comintern attaches specially great importance to the question of
the creation of a real proletarian mass party in America. The
hegemony of the imperialists of the United Stales of North
America over the capitalist world renders the work of the Ameri-
can Communists an important and specially, responsible one. The
Communist Party of America 1s called upon to play. a ‘remendous
role, and in many respects even a decisive role. Fven for that
reason alone all the Sections of the Comintern, and the Com-
intern as a whole, will attentively follow the activity of the
American Section and support it in every possible way.

2. At the same time, the Enlarged Plenum of the Executive
Committee of the Comintern realises clearly the tremendous
objective difficulties which the American Party must overcome
during the next period of its development.

It is in America where reformism has developed its most
hateful characteristics. The corruption of the upper strata of
the working class by the bourgeoisie assumed particularly strong
forms here hecause the American bourgeoisie has squeezed out
heretofore unheard of extra profits: it had thus the opportunity
of corrupting the labour aristocray and availed itself of this
opporturity on a broad scale.

In spite of this the American Communists, with correct
tactics and with the support of the whole Comintern, will doubt-
lessly succeed in mastering all difficulties. It will succed to rally
broad masses of workers around its banner because the interesfs
of these masses can never be identical with those of ihe demo-
ralised and corruptible upper strata of the Labour aristocracy. in
the American Federation of Labour.

3. The first condition which puts the American Communist
Party in a position to fulfil its historic mission, is the complete
and absolute abandonment of the factional fight within the Party.
The Enlarged Plenum of the Executive has reason to expect that
the majority of the Central Committee will not misuse the appa-
ratus and simply steam roller the Minority. Since there is no
basis for doubting the loyalty of the latter toward the Com-
intern. The' Communist International is firmly convinced that after
the hard and tormenting fractional fight which the American
Commiunist Party has gome through, a remewal of thz fight
might ruin the Commmmist movement in America for a long
time to come. '

4. The Enlarged Plenum of the Executive Committee of the
Comintern approves the policy laid down in the resolution of the
Executive Committee of the Comintern in the Spring of 1025.
The Enlarged Plenum of the E.C.C.1. believes that any revision
of this policy, in no case, has become mnecessary. The Enlarged
Plenwm of the E.C.C. 1. is of the opinion that there can be no
question of a mew change in the composition of the present
Central Committee of the American Communist Party; ‘he Party
itself determines the composition of the 'C. C. at its Party Con-
gress. The task of the Party consists in carrying out the ests-
blished line in iriendly cooperation, and in putting an end once
and for all to the factional fight.

The Enlarged Executive Committee calls upon all members
of the Party to support the Central Committee which in the short
time of its existence has .already succeeded in achieving substantial
success in the unification of the Party. The €. E.C. has centrali-
sed, through energetic reorgamisation, the Party which up to
recently was divided into 18 language sections. The Party press
also shows decided ideological improvements. In bringing new
life into the Labour Party campaign and building the movement
for the protection of foreign born workers, the Central Committee
has correctly applied the united front tactics. The Central Com-
mittee has continued the campaign for bringing the Party
members into the trade unions.

The Emlarged Executive Committee expects that the Central
" Committee and the whole Party membership will unitedly and
sincerely carry out the decisions of the Enlarged Executive ou
the American question.

5. The Enlarged Executive finds correct the basic line of the
Trade Union Resolution adopted unanimously by both tendencies
at the last convention of the Workers Party. This resolution finds
its further development in the present resolution of the Enlarged
Executive.

The Plenum is of the opinion that resumption in any manner,
of the fractional struggle on the question of the Party’s tactic

on the field of the trade union movement would be greatly
lrarmful.

6. The Eniarged Executive has the opinion that more atten-
tion must be paid to the trade union work than hitherto and
that the C.C. of the American Communist Party should divide
the work within its ranks in the following way: Comrade Foster
and those of his followers who have close contact with the trade
union movement, are to be primarily entrusted with the trade
union work. Of course, none ol the remaining Party members
will be excluded from this work. For this purpose Comrade
Foster and his followers must have the majority in the Trade
Union Commission of the C.C., which wiil have the task of
organising and guiding directly the trade union work of the
Party mewbers. It is necessary that the Trade Union Com-
mission of the C.C. is given full freedom to exercise this func-
tion. It is, of course, self-understood that this work must be
carried on in full contact and under the control of the Central
Comimittee and the Political Bureau of the Party. The Enlarged
Executive expects that the Political Bureau will not exercise
that petty control. The C.I1. in the resolution of the Org Con-
ference on the organisation of a trade umion Commission has
warned all the Sections against such petty control. The Enlarged
Executive expects at the same time that no decision or no
measure will be taken by the Trade Union Commission which
will lead to a disorganisation, crossing, or confusing of the
political and inner Party line of the Party. ,

Thz Executive Committee of the Comintern believes that
the majority of the Central Committee must really give Com-
rade Foster and his closest comrades the opportunity of using
their forces in this field. The attempt to fight Comrade Foster
and those of his comrades, who on their part will desist from
the fractional struggle, is in no case permissible.

Such a division of work within the leading circles of the
American comrades is of specially great significance at this
time; it must be put into effect in the near future, and must
be conscientiously adhered to by all the comrades.

1. The Enlarged Plenum of the E. C. C. I. deems it necessary
to extend the composition of the present Polit-Bureau of the
American Party, so that one more comrade from the Minority
will be added. ' ' o

8. The Enlarged Plenum of the E. C. C. L. is of the opinion
that  the Party must devote more attention than heretofore to
such decisive sections of the workers as the miners, the rail-
road workers, the metal workers, etc. Without neglecting the
trade ‘union work among the textile workers, garment workers,
fur workers, etc. which has been carried on so far, the work
amieng the great masses of workers in heavy industry must
be taken up with the greatest emergy, and gradually :ntensified.
Not for one moment should one lose sight of the fact that in
a country like America, the decisive section is the proletariat
of heavy industry, and not the workers of light industry.

9. In the trade wunion tactic the Party must not content
itself with work of ideological enlightenment, but has the
task of applying the tactic of the united front everywhere. To
gain mass iniluence, it is necessary, as a rule, to carry om
patiently preparatory detailed work, and to conduct a tenacious
light for simple, concrete, every day demands of the workers
in question, above all through local united front committees.
Unprepared approach to the masses directly in the name of
the Communist Party (which was done recently in the anthracite
miners strike) does not lead to- the desired results and must
therefore be avoided. As soon as opportunities present them-
selves for gaining a leading position in a trade union by the
application of the tactic of the united front, such opportunities
must always be taken advantage of in a skilful manner. One
of the most important tasks of the Communist Party is the
struggle for power in the trade unions, which, of ocourse,
must be carried on in conformity with the principles and tactics
of the Comintern and which must not be permitted to degenerate
into an unprincipled chase after office.

In the formation and work of the Commmnunist trade union
fractions, the greatest care must be taken that the Communists
never isolate themselves from the rest of the workers. Secessio-
nal movements and the formation of parallel trade unions
should not be instigated or encouraged in any form.
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10. As far as the Trade Union Educationa! League- is -con-
cerned, the Enlarged Plenum ol the E. C. C. L is of the
opinion that its general programme :vust be radically revised.
An organisation which is called upon to embrace not only
Comimunist workers, but also sympathising and non-Party
‘workers, cannot and should not officially have a purely Com-
munist programme. This organisation imust conduct its work
in such a way that it will really get the opportunity of carrying
out the tactic of the United Fromt, that is, it must put for-
ward a number of immediate demands which will unite the
Commmunist vanguard with the broad non-Party masses in-
stead of repelling them.

1. It would be wrong to place the blame for the fact that
the Party and the Trade Union Educational League made a
number of mistakes in their programme and in their work on
this or that individual, the mistakes, however, must be rectified
at whatever cost.

The Enlarged Plenum of the E. C. C. I. does not deem it
necessary to change the name of the Trade Union Educational
League immediately, but the character of the- activity of the
League and its programme must be brought into accord with the
tasks of the tactic of the unmited front. The leading staff of
the Trade Union Educational League must be changed in such
a way that a much larger number of non-Party and sympathising
leaders of the Trade Union movement are drawn into it. Com-
rade Foster must remain at the head of the Trade Union Edu-
cational League.

12. The Enlarged Plenum of the E. C. C. I. relies on all
the members of the American Party to carry out the adopted
resolution conscientiously. The Enlarged Plenum of the E.C.C. L
declares that the complete and unconditional abandonment of
the factional struggle is & demand of the Comintern and that
everyone who violates this demand, must reckon on the most
serious conzequences for himself. '

Discussions are in the interests cf the Party, when they
serve to achieve ideological clarity, the deepening and strength-
ening of the Party and do not bring about the disorientation
or disintegration of the Party.

13. One of the most important tasks of the Communist
Party is to bring into the unions the hitherto unorganised
millions of workers. This is a fundamental step towards the
revelutionising of the American labour movement. The or-
ganising programme must be to build up the existing unions
and to support the establishment of new unions in industries
where no unions exist. An important phase of the campaign
t0 organise the unorganised is the elimination of the company
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. unions. This must be achieved under the slogan “Destroy the

company unions and build trade unions”. Where the company
unions have a mass character our comrades must penetrate these
organisations, raise the demands of the workers, and utilise
the resultant movement as a starting point for the formation of
real trade unions.

14. Further the Party must devote more attention than
heretofore to the work among the Negroes. This work will attain
greater political significance from day to day. <

15. The Emlarged Plenum of the E.C.C.I holds the view
that the agrarian crisis, becoming again more acute, must
induce the Party to devote the greatest attention to the farmer
problem.

16. The Party must carry on on an energetic caripaign among
the proletarian women so as to attract them to the trade unions
and the class struggle.

17. Greater attention must be paid to the building of a
mass Young Communist League and Pioneer movement. Tn the
future the Comimunist Youth will serve as a reservoir of trained
Party members. The slogan “A League organisation wherever
2 Party organisation exists”, issued by the C. E.C. is correct and
steps should now be taken to carry this into effect. Careful
supervision and mutual agreement is necessary in transferring
League members into Party work, especially at the present time
when the League is still very weak.

18. The Enlarged Plenum of the E.C.C.I points out to the
American Communist Party the tremendous importance which
the Labour movement (and the movement for independence) is
assuming* in the countries of South America, There is no doubt
that in the ensuing struggle for the overthrow of the imperialist
yoke of the bourgeoisie of the United States, the working class
and the peasantry of Latin America will play a tremendous role.
The Asnerican Communist Party must not be a Party of self-
centred interests, but must become a Party which understands
how to raise the question of the hegemony of the proletariat in
the 'whole movement for freedom, which is directed against the
imperialists of the United States. Moreover, it is necessary that
the Workers Party maintain the closest contact with the labour
movement in the Colonies of Cuba, the Philippines, etc., and
support them in their fight against American imperialism.

In view of this the Executive Committee of the Comintern
instruct the Central Committee of the American Commumist Party
to devote the most serious atention to the tasks indicated and
above all to appoint an earnest group .of Party workers to
participate in the current work in Latin America in agreement
with the Presidium of the Executive Committee of the Comintern.
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Resolution on the Norwegian Question.

In the ranks of the Norwegian proletariat a strong desire
for working class unity is becoming manifest. The workers are
beginning to realise that they can defend themselves against un-
employment, against wage reductions, against housing crises
and against the general ‘capitalist oifensive, only if the whole
working class marches with united forces against the Norwegisn
bourgeoisie. The Enlargéd Executive of the Communist Inter-
national welcomes this tendency towards unity and endorses the
initiative of the Communist Party of Norway in its struggle to
found a Labour Party as a united front orgaisation, which will
embrace the trade unions and all workers’ political parties.

The Enlarged Executive declares with the greatest emphasis
in reply to all slanderss that for the C.1. the question of the
L.P. is not a mere question of ambiguous “manoeuvring”. The
creation of a Labour Party signifies the rallying of all the forces
of the Norwegian proletariat which must defend itself against the
capitalist offensive. T '

All the Norwegian workers must. understand the great politi-
cal importance of the L.P. slogan. Primarily, however, the wor-
kers organised in the Communist Party of Norway must become
conscious of the full historical import of this impulse towards
unity in the ranks of the workers.

. The Communist Party must beconie the driving force of this
movement. Through the L. P. the closest contact will be establi-
shed between the Communist Party, as the advance guard of the
proletariat and the broad masses ‘of 'workers.

The Party must undersiand that.the fight for the creation
of a L.P. in itself is of great imporiance. Tranmael issued the
sanctimonious slogan for the “rallying of the workers in the Noi-
wegian Workers’ Party” purely to strengthen his own Party.
Tranmael cannot postpone the disintegration of the Norwegian
workers into the various opposition camps. This kind of “unicn”
could, however, make no effective resistance against the capitalist
offensive. The Tranmael .slogan must. therefore be opposed by
the Labour Party slogan. Only, on the basis of the proletarian
class struggle can the unien of-all trade unions and of the three
parties, by maintenance of their. independence, bring about a
rallying of the working class which will fight to the end in the
struggle against the bourgeoisie and its State power. ,

The Enlarged Executive declares that in the struggle of the
Communist Party of Norway for the Labour Party, which in
general has been conducted correctly, some comrades have niade
serious mistakes. It i$ a complete lack of understanding of ‘the
leading role of the Communist Party when it is suggested that
the L.P. must be so formed that the Communist Party should
join the Norwegian Workers’ Party. Such a proposition, to give
up the independence of the Commusist Party and its affiliation
with the TIT International, must of course, be flatly rejected by
the Communist workers as' a liquidatory tendency.

The Enlarged Executive of the C.I. declares its determined
opposition to the false Right interpretation of the L.P. slogan.
The Commurisi workers .can under no circumstances sacrifice
the most precious possession. of the Norwegian working class, its
Communist Party, its advance .guard.

Just as the Right tendencies in the Party were caused by the
powerful unity sentiment of the working class, ultra-Left convul-
sions were also produced in the Communist Party by this trend
toward unity. The Right sentiments reacted on the ‘desire for
unity so that they were prepared to obliterate the political cha-
racter of the Party, to let the Party dissolve completely in the
mass. The ultra-Left sentiment, however, simply wanted to run
away from the masses of workers, lest the “rallying disease” in-
fect our Party. The Right tendency is injurious because it does
not understand the leading role of the Party and the ultra-Left
tendency sacrifices the contact of the Party with the masses.

The coalescence of the Norwegian labour movenient in. a
united class front can be brought about only with the participa-
tion, of the Communist Party, and the Communist Party can only
then become the driving force of the rally if it does not surrender
its independence, but becomes simultaneously the Party of the
masses. The sound nucleus of workers of the Communist Party of
Norway must finally overcome the Right and ultra-Left deviations
which have revealed themselves in the fight for the Labour Party.

Even if the negotiations from above which were carried on
for the formation of a L. P. at the initiative of the Secretariat of
the Trade Union Federation, should be broken off by the foes
of unity, this circumstance must not lead to the relinquishing
of the tight for the L. P. The fight for the L. P. is the best means
for showing how Communist workers should meet the unity
sentiments of the masses, how they can bring about unity and
at the same time fulfil the revolutionary role of the Communist
Party. The fight for the L. P. is also the best suited to compel the
Party members to go among the masses, and to become active
especially in the trade unions, without the participation of which
the formation of the L.P. is impossible.

Only by overcoming its passivity can the Party pull itsell
together and effectively carry on the struggle for the L.P. both
in the local trade unions and Trade Union Council. This fight
must be linked up with the fight against high prices, unemploy-
ment and the housing crises. It is extremely necessary that the
Party combine in a programme of action the most important.im-
mediate demands of the working class with the most important
political demands. The Party must thoroughly organise the Leni-
nist education of its membership. o

The situation of the Norwegian workers is serious. Great
struggles on the part of the workers against the capitalist offen-
sive will be unavoidable, but a large section of the workers does
not realise this yet. The social backwardness of the country
presses heavily upon the working class. The lack of revolutio-
nary traditions makes the liberation of the working class from
reformist illusions a tedious process. But ‘the misery of the pro-
letariat is increasing. The aggressiveness of the bourgeoisie is
becoming more obvious from day to dav. Onlv the rallying of
the werking class can break the united frent of the bourgeoisie,
The formation of a L.P. is the preliminary condition for the
smashing of the capitalist ciferisive. The Communist Internatisnal
calis on all thé honest Norwegian workers to follow the Commu-
nist Party in its struggle for the L.P. :
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Resolution on the Chinese Question.

1. The Shanghai and Hong-Kong political™ strike of the
Chinese workers (June-September, 1925) constitute a turning
point in the liberation struggle of the Chinese people against
the foreign imperialists. These strikes marked the beginning
of a tremendous general-national movement under the slogans
of national independence and a people’s government. During
this movement, the Chinese working class, organised in class
trade unions and led by the Chinese Communist Party, ap-
peared as the vanguard of the democratic mass movement, as
the skirmisher and chief fighter for the independence of the
country and for the establishment of a people’s government. At
the same time, this political activity of the Chinese proletariat
under revolutionary-democratic slogans, particularly the sub-
sequent economic strike struggle against the Chinese capita-
lists and the strenghtening of the proletarian class organisa-
tions led to a de-stratification of the national-liberation move-
ment, to the breaking away of certain elements of the Chinese
large trading and industrial bourgeoisie from the proletariat.

2. The political activity of the proletariat gave a power-
ful stimulus to the subsequent development and strenghtening
of all revolutionarv and democratic organisations throughout
the country, primarily of the National Revolutionary Party —
Kuomintang, and the revolutionary government in Canton. The
Kuomintang Party, whose principal group entered into an al-
liance with the Chinese Communists, represents a revolutionary
bloc of the workers, peasants, intellectuals and urban demo-
cracy on the basis of a community of the class interests of
these strata in the struggle against the imperialists and the
whole militarist-feudal order for the independence of the country
and for a single revolutionary-democratic Government.

The revolutionary Government formed by the Kuomintang
Party in Canton has already been able to establish contact with
the broadest masses of workers, peasants and urban democracy,
and with their support it has shattered the counter-revolutionary
bands supported by the imperialists and is now conducting
work for the radical democratisation of the whole political
life of the Kwantung Province. The Canton Government, which
is the vanguard in the liberation struggle of the Chinese people,
serves as a model for the future revolutionary-democratic order
of the whole country. The Communist Party and the Kuomintang
should help in every way to extend the work of democratising
the country on the lines of the Canton Government, organising
democratic local organs in the various localities, introducing
agrarian reforms, democratic freedom of speech, press, as-
sembly, etc.

Various strata of the Chinese big bourgeoisie which tem-
porarily had been grouped around the Kuomintang Party, have
broken away during the last year resulting in the formation
of small groups of the right Wing of Kuomintang which
openly opposes the close alliance -of Kuomintang with the
toiling masses, which favours excluding the Communists from
Kuomintane and combats the revolutionary policy of the Canton
Government. The condemnation of this Right Wing at the Se-
cond Congress of Kuomintang (Tanuary 1926) and the con-
firmation of the necessity for a fighting alliance of Kuomintang
with the Communists, strengthens the revolutionary trend of
Kuomintang activity and of the Canton Government and en-
tsur_es the Kuomintang the revolutionary support of the prole-
ariat.

3. The growth of the mass national-liberation movement
in China has still further increased the process of enfeeblement.
disintegration and decline of the feudal Mukden and Chili
military cliques which serve as the mainstay for the foreign
imperialist domination of the country, and which. being con-
stantly supported by the latter, comprise the main obstacle to
the victory of the Chinese national-liberation movement.

_.On the basis of this decline and disintegration of the
military-feudal cliques and of the growth of influence of the
democratic organisations, the Chinese national-liberation move-
ment has begun to form its own military forces in order to
deal a decisive blow to the military-feudal cliques and fo
establish a base for the national independence of China against
the foreign imperialists. In this respect the Canton Government

also created more consistent organisation forms of democratic
military forces and of their correlation with the toiling masses
of the population and the urban democracy. The formation of
the People’s Armies in Northern China and their struggle
against the military-feudal cliques is an achievement of the
national-liberation movement and, together with the Canton
Army. serves as a basis for the formation ¢f a revolutionary-
democratic army for the whole of China. The task of the
Chinese Commuinists, and of the Kuomintang, shoiild be to give
most decisive support to this work of forming military forces
of the democratic revolution, and coupled with this the most
persistent and determined work at revolutionising both the
internal relationship in the army itself (its formations, selection
and training of officers, serious organisation of political work)
and its mutual relations with the masses of the population in
the districts of the permanent or temporary terrain.

4. The growth of revolutionary-democratic tendencies in
the Chinese national-liberation movement and the increase within
it of the influence of the Chinese proletariat is closely connected
with the tremendous moral and- political support which the
Chinese national-liberation movement receives from the world
proletarian revolution through the Communist International and
the toilers of the U.S.S.R. The struggle of the Chinese people
against domination of the imperialists and the struggle of the
entife world proletariat against these same imperialists are
developing in close contiguity.. The task of all sections of the
Communist International should be to illustrate as widely as
nossitle to the toilino masses of all imwverialist countries the
significance of the struggle which the Chinese toilers are con-
Anctino aoainst the imperialists; there should be the most power-
ful support of this movement and a decisive struggle against
all imperialist efforts o smash this movement by wmilitary inter-
vention or blockade. This struggle should be conducted under
the slogan “Hands off China!”, of the recognition of the com-
plete independence of China, abolition of all discriminatory
treaties, evacuation from China of all troops of imperialist
governments. At the same time, the Chinese Communists should
explain to the toiling masses that onlv the Communist Inter-
nationtl, leading the revolutionary struggle of the world prole-
tariat, is the revolutionary ally of the Chinese toiling masses
in their struggle for national and social emancipation. It is
necessary to expose to the masses the entire treacherous nature
of the conduct of the II International and Amsterdam in respect
of the Chinese national-liberation movement, and their endea-
vours under the mask of benevolence to render support in reality
io ‘the imperialists by their efforts to liquidate the struggle of
the Chinese people for independence.

5. The imperialists of various countries struggling f{o
preserve their domination over China are striving to utilise the
slight lull in the development of the mass national-liberation
movement for a new attack on China, the main object of which
is to smash the revolutionary-democratic centres and organisa-
tions. In the face of these new dangers, the Chinese Communist
Party and Kuomintang should develop the widest possible political
work, organising mass acitivities and supvort to the struggle of
the Peoples’ Armies, utilising the internal contradictions in the
camp of the imperialists and counterposing them by a single
national-revolutionary front of the widest strata of the population
(workers, peasants, bourgeoisie) under the leadership of the
revolutionary-democratic organisations.

6. The Chinese Communist Party can only execute the his-
torical tasks confronting it — of leading the toiling masses of
China in their struggle against the imperialists, if throughout the
whole struggle, it will continually strengthen its organisation
and influence as the class party of the Chinese proletariat and
Section of the Communist International. The growth of the Chinese
Communist Party to an independant Party has progressed con-
siderably during the past year as a result of extensive economic
and political strikes which have taken place under the leadership
of the Party, but nevertheless the organisational process of
formation of the Party is far from being completed. The political
independence of the Chine Communists will develop in the '
struggle against two equally harmiul deviations: against right
wing liquidationism which ignores the independent class tasks of
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the Chinese proletariat and which leads to a formless merging
with the general democratic national movement, and, against
entire left moods which try to skip over the revolutionary-demo-
cratic stage of the movement straight to the tasks of praletarian
dictatorship and Soviet power, forgetting all about the peasantry,
which is the most important. and decisive factor of the Chinese
national-liberation movement. The tactical problems of the
Chinese national-revolutionary movement, despite the very
peculiar situation, very closely resemble the problems which faced
the Russian proletariat in the period of the first Russian Revo-
lution of 1005. The assimilation by the Chinese Communist
Party of the lessons of this revolution, as formulated by
Leninism, and the political and organisational strengthening of
the Party will help considerably to overcome and avert the
above-mentioned deviations from the correct tactical line.

7. The fundamental problem of the Chinese national-
liberation movement is the peasant problemt. The victory of
‘the revolutionary-democratic tendencies of the Chinese national-
liberation movement depends upon the degrez in which the
masses of the 400 million Chinese peasantry are drawn fo-
gether with the Chinese workers - and under their leadership
into decisive revolutionary struggle. The Chinese peasantry live
in incredibly bad conditions. The penetration of foreign capital
into the country has undermined the patriarchal relations in the
countryside. The extremely backward agriculturai technique does
not aliow the ever-growing population of the country to subsist
on the land. The competition of cheap foreign goods under-
mines the national handicrait trades: The continuous civil war
between the imperialist cliques wultimately ruins the peasant
masses. Tens of millions of peasants suffer from land famine,
and pauperisation; they suffer from: land shortage, slave lease
conditions, and the money lending middiemen between the rich
landowners and the mass of tenants. There is also the ex-
hausting system of unbearable taxes with the established prac-
tice of assessing them several years in advance; there is wide-
spread banditry and robbery won the part of the regular . troops;
there are special taxes on the articles of primary necessity, in-

duding a tax on salt established by foreign imperialists; there

is the existence of customs barriers between countryside and
town. All these factors. are undermining the very economic
foundations of the Chinese peasantry and ftransferring it into
a colossal reservoir of revolutionary energy which may and
must burst forth upon those to blame for all the miseries of
the peasantry, upon the militarist cliques and the foreign im-
perialists. The ‘masses -of the peasantry still vividly remember
the tremendous peasant wars, the risings of recent times (the
rising of the Ti-Pings in the middle of the last century, the
Boxer rebellion, etc.). In various districts the countryside is
covered with a net-work of the most varying kinds of revo-
lutionary peasant organisations, which from time to time have
entered info an armed struggle against the oppressors. But in
general the peasantry in China remains split and scattered,
while the work of organising them has not yet proceeded far.
The main task of the Chinese Communists and Kuomintang is
to explain to the peasant masses throughout the whole of
China that only the formation of an independent revolutionary-
democratic government on the basis of an alliance between the
working class and the peasantry can radically improve the
material and political position of the peasantry, and draw the

peasant masses inmto an active struggle under fighting slogans
which combine comprehensible and vital political and ecomomic
demands with the political tasks of the struggle against the mili-
tarists and imperialists. Here it should also be borne in mind
that in the struggle against the relics of the military-feudal
regime and against imperialism, the Chiinese peasantry will not
act as a unit for a long time. Therefore, taking into accouat
the existence of various strata amongst the peasantry and in
endeavouring to bring them nearer to the proletarian and
semti-proletarian strata of the countryside and their organi-
sations, it is necessary to unite all existing peasant organisa-
tions in the countryside into common revolutionary centres (see
Theses on the Peasant Question passed at the Session of the
Enlarged Executive of the Comintern in April 1925) which
would be capable of rousing the whole peasantry to an armed
struggle against the militarists and against the administrators,
middlemen and gentry who bolster up the semi-feudal order
in the villages. :

8. In the labour movement the C. P. C. should endeavour
to extend the economic struggle for improvement of the extre-
mely bad position of the workers, and for the strengthening and
development of the irade union movement. The ‘trade unions,
led bv the C. P. C. should continue the determined and
sustained participation in the whole general-revolutionary
struggle, but at the same time they miust become genuine econo-
mic organisations of the workers, keenly serving the every-day
needs of the workers and leading their struggles against the
foreign and Chinese capitalists. It is necessary to strengthen
the trade unions, to secure legal existence for them, to re-
organise them on an industrial basis, organise delegate meetings,
factory committees. At the same time the Party should form
its own Party fraclions within the Trade Unions, thus streng-
thening its influence in the unions.

9. The C. P. C .should pay particular attention to all at-

tempts on the part of international reformism to create for it-
self points of vantage among the Chinese proletariat and in the
national-liberation movement. We may look for an offensive of
all groupings of international reformism on China, from the
extreme Right in the form of American and Japanese Gompersisnt
right up to the sc-called Left Wing (headed by Otto Bauer).
To counteract the propaganda which will be conducted by all
these groups under the slogan of pacifism and democracy. and
which will serve as a screen for the offensive of American
capital, the C. P. C. should develop an extensive explanatory
campaion on the treacherous role of international reformism which
in the East will endeavour to become the mainstay of limperialism
in its struggle against the liberation movement of the toiling
masses. , »
10. The Chinese Communist Party must become the mass
organisation of the Chinese proletariat. Its growth during the
past year, in view of the existence of class trade unions uniting
hundreds of thousands of workers, has certainly been inade-
quate. The Chinese Communist Party must outlive as soon as
possible the narrow sectarian views concerning memibership of
rank and file workers in the Communist Party. All superfluous,
formal obstacles to the eniry of workers into the Party must
be removed. Oaly on the basis of extending and conmsolidating
its ranks will the Party be assuréd of its leadership of the
movement. ‘

Resolutionzoh the!Development of Methods and Forms

of the Organisatio

3

‘of the Masses under the Influence

of the Communist Parties.

1. Since the work initiated by the III. World Congress for
the capture of broad imasses of the proletariat under the in-
fluence of the Communist Parties has already achieved con-
siderable political successes in many capitalist countries through
the application of united front tactics, the time has now come
to turn also special attention to the task of the organisational
utilisation and extension of this influence. If our Parties fail
to understand this task, they will not in the present epoch
be in a position to prevent the constant diversion of a con-
siderable part of the already acquired mass influence out of

their hands which will necessitate renewed efforts to win it
back again. Our Parties should secure the consolidation an
steady extension of their mass influence through the applica/
%ion and development of suitable organisational methods ay’
orms.

Although this work for the organisation of the mass
fluence of the Communist Parties has already been take
hand in almost all capitalist countries, it has hitherto.
conducted in an unsystematic and mostly inadequate m’
Henceforth, the methods and forms of this will have
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systematically developed on all fields in accordance with Lenin's
precepts concerning the art of organisation: “To use everything
and everyone” in the proletarian class struggle, not only to
organise adequately the work of Party members, but also to
draw as many as possible of the other active forces of the
proletariat, and even of the most progressive elements of the
peasantry and middle class info the regular work connected
with agitation and mobilisation of the broad masses.

2. The organisation of mass campaigns, demonstrations and
united front actions is already a task which every Communist
Party must learn to understand and to carry out better. But
this alone is not enough. In connection with all such move-
ments one must be able to draw from the masses participating
in them the most active non-Party, syndicalist and Socialist
Democratic elements in order to incorporate them in various
committees of action and agitation committees, or in other
united front organs, which can serve as organisational bases
for further mass movements and for the further extension of
influence over the masses. Such united front committees especially
local committees (and those formed in the factories) represent
almost on all the fields of work one of the most natural orga-
nisational forms for the activity of our Party members outside
their own Party organisation.

Such commitiees may be formed for various temporary
objects and also for periodical eventualities (unemployed com-
mittees), they may also be of a more or less permanent type
(as for instance the agitation committees in the factories in
Italy). In cases where they have been formed for temporary
purposes, investigations should be made from time to time
whether it would not be desirable to encourage these to per-
manent activity for other slogans. It behoves Communists to
give constant guidance to these united front organs in their
activity, to keep them in contact with one another and to co-
ordinate their work.
demands it, international connections can be established with
the consent of the respective Parties and the E.C.C.1.

3. On all fields of the labour movement, in the ranks of
trade unions, co-operatives, workers’ sport leagues, and in
mass organisations for workers’ education, etc, Communist
fractions and the entire Communist work must be organised so
as not to isolate the Communists thereby. On the contrary,
our Party comrades must be kept continuously in contact with
as many non-Party, syndicalist and Social Democratic workers
as possible in order to stimulate their activity and to gain
permanent influence over them. On each field of “activity special
organisational methods and forms can be developed for this
purpose; but everywhere special conscious efforts must be made
to organise a big Leit mass movement which is inseparably
bound up with the more or less invisible Communist fraction.
The same applies also to work in the factory councils and,
under special conditions, in the so-called “Labour Parties”.

In many countries important mass organisations have ari-
sen on the basis of post-war economy (organisations of war
victims, inflation victims, fenants’ societies, etc.) in the ranks
of which Communists must work. In order to draw the most
active forces of proletarian women into regular revolutionary
work, the method of women delegate meetings should be
applied everywhere most energetically and in a suitable form.

The organisation of our mass influence in the peasant
movement, and, under particular circumstances, in the ranks
of ‘the national revolutionary movement demands special methods
and forms.

4. A very important form of organisation of Communist
mass influence are the sympathising mass organisations for
definite special purposes. They can be either autonomous or
independent organisations, but must be in reality under Com-
munist leadership. Their organisational form must be as elastic
as possible. Side by side with individual membership the
method of collective membership should be used. In each country
necial understanding shall be reached with the Party Execu-

'e as to which of these organisations should be authorised
solicit the collective affiliation of the trade unions.

Of the already existing sympathising mass organisations
ed Aid is the organisation whose work must be supported
rily by the Communists. Of considerable importance is
rarticipation by Communists in the work of organisa-

In such cases where a major interest-

tions which, as for instance the Workers’ International Relie,
have developed as independent non-Party organisations and
which today embrace broad masses.

Peace societies against war, organisations against colonial
atrocities and oppression of Eastern peoples are new types
of sympathising mass organisations which will come to con-
sideration in many countries in the immediate future. In
countries where large sections of workers and peasants are in
svmpathy with Soviet Russia (especially in connection with a
workers’ delegation campaign) the formation of societies of
working class firiends of the New Russia may come into
question. Under certain circumstances proletarian seli-defence
organisations also find favour among the masses and thereby
assume great importance (as for instance the Red Front Fighters’
League in Germany). Moreover, it may be expedient in various
countries to organise smaller sympathising organisations such
as workers’ clubs, labour headquarters societies, workers’ edu-
cational and students’ societies, etc.

5. Formally non-Party publishing activity on a large scale,
partly through sympathising mass organisations and partly
through special publishing societies is in many capitalist
countries an expedient and elfective means for the consolidation
and extension of Communist mass influence. The publishers,
however, must thoroughly understand the selection of generally
comprehensible scientific literature, popular illustrated workers’
periodicals, popular calendars, revolutionary fiction, etc., in the
interest of the revolutionisation of the masses. They must also
understand the orgamisation of a suitable apparatus for exten-
sive circulation. This circulation apparatus in itself can become
an important “sympathising organisation”.

0. All the methods and forms of organisation of our mass
influence must be properly concretised and adapted to the con-
ditions prevailing in the various countries. Here least of all is
there any room for lifeless schematism. Moreover, this work
requires that every Party should select as systematically as
possible the next immediate tasks on which it proposes to
concentrate its activity. No good can be achieved by an un-
systematic splitting up of active Communist forces by using
them simultaneously on too many new fields of activity.

7. It is particularly important that the illegal Communist
Parties work energetically for the organisation of revolutionary
work among the masses. This task, if properly understood, is
in no sense an obstacle in the way of the steady consolida-
tion of their Party organisation, but on the contrary, widens
their opportunities. Illegal Parties should, to a much greater
extent than hitherto, apply open forms for the organisation of
the mass movement. They should carry on a steady and per-
sistent struggle for the extension of legal and practical possibili-
ties for participation in all mass movements of the proletariat.

8. The entire work of the Communists among the masses
is under the political control of the leading Party organs, in
accordance with the decisions and directions of the E.C.C.L
The political and tactical lines on which the leading Party
organs work should be specially adapted as closely as possible
to the various individual branches of work, and attention should
be drawn not only to the correct line but also to the perils
of deviations invoived in the work. The Party organs should
assign Party members to the various branches of mass activity
and to exercise continuous control over the execution of their
work. (Obligatory regular reporting, etc.)

Party Executives should not overlook the fact that a con-
siderable number of our Party members in all the capitalist
countries have not yet fully understood the obligations as
emphasised by the IH. World Congress, under which every
Communist is to do his share of work; and also that they con-
sider as Party work only work within the Communist Party
organisation. Therefore, it is essential {o impress on every
member of a Party nucleus or a Communist fraction that his
work among non-Party, Social Democratic, syndicalist workers
(in factories, trade unions, co-operatives, workers’ sport orga-
nisations, working women’s organisations, sympathising mass
organisations, etc. and also among the peasantry), is also Party
work and that for the majority of Party members it must even
be considered as the most important part of Party. work. They
should be careful not to lose their identity in the masses but
should act as revolutionary organisers of mass activity.
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Resolution on the Question of Reorganisation of the
Work of the E.C.C. 1.

1. Thz work of the Executive Committee of the C. I. must
become more systematic. The strongest Sections of the C. I. must
be drawn into the direct ieadership of the C. I. much more than
heretofore. The reorganisation of the work of the Executive in
this direction, which is not only of organisational but also of
great political significance, is absolutely necessary for the follo-
wing reasomns:

The work of the E. C. C. I. must be much more closely
connected with the Sections of the C. 1. than formerly. The Sec-
tions must help more intensively in the solution of internationa'
problems, for only thus can a more rapid and normal develop-
ment of the Communist Parties be attained. The greater colla-
boration of the Sections in the leadership of the C. I is the
prerequisite for giving the Parties the training necessary to
enable them to assume leadership of the revolutionary movement
in their own countries.

The more active collaboration of all Sections in the woik
of the E.C.C.1. will also require the selection of leadership both
on an infernaticnal and a national scale. It will develop the ini-
tiative of the Parties and their leadership, and will acquaint the
masses of Party membership with an understanding of the pro-
blems of the Communist International to a greater degree than
hitherto. Finally, the more active and intensive collaboration of
all the sections in the work of the E. C. C. L. will also strepg-
then the recruiting power of the Communist Parties among the
non-Party masses.

Development in this direction is already possible and ne-
cessary, since in the most important countries there are well-
established Communist Parties which have revolutionary expe-
rience of six or seven and which have become internally con-
solidated.

On the basis of these considerations, the Plenum of the
Enlarged Executive approves of the initiative displayed in the
resolution of the Fourteenth Congress of the C. P. of the Soviet
Union, which reads:

‘The Congress instructs the C. P. S. U. Delegation to bring
about a strengthening of the apparatus of the C. L and to con-
duct a policy to increase the imlluence of the non-Russian Com-
munist Parties in the leadership of the C. 1.”

The Enlarged Executive asserts that this initiative is com-
pletely in accord with the tendency of earlier decisions of the
Comintern. :

It is a matter of course that the C.I. must always remain as
heretofore a centralised world Party. But the Parties must rely
more upon their own forces. This applies especially in the
question of the choice of the personnel of the leading organs of
the Sections of the C. L

To realise this reorganisation of the work of the E.C.C.1,
the Plenum of the Enlarged Executive makes it encumbent upon
the larger Sections of the C. I, the German, French and Italian
Sections to appoint 2 representatives each, and the other larger
Parties (including the Oriental Parties) one representative each,
who will participate in the work of the E. C. C. L for a period
of at least six months.

‘The Enlarged Executive instructs the E.C.C.L to carry out
these measuers immediately and unconditionally.

To carry out this reorganisation, the Plenum 'oi the En-
larged Executive instructs the E. C. C. L, in its first sessiom
after the Enlanged Executive, to reconstitute the Presidium, the
Org. Bureau and the Secretariat as well as the Budget Com-
wission of the E. C. C. L.

2. The Plenum of the Enlarged Executive instructs the
E. C. C. L to formulate its work in the future more methodically
and systematically. For this purpose the Plenum of the Enlarged
Executive strongly approves of the correctness of the principles
of the project formulated by the Secretariat of the E. C.C. L
for the reorganisation of the work of the E. C. C. L The E.C.C.L

must hold regularly, once a month, a session attended by ail
members present in Moscow. To decide the most impoitant
political and principal questions, a full meeting of the E.C.C. L
miust be called once every three months, must be attended by
the entire mebership of the E.C. C.1. The meetings of the Pre-
sidium and Org-Bureau of the E.C. C. 1. must also be organised
regularly. The Secretariat of the E.C.C.1. must be enlarged
and organised on the basis of national secretariats. )

The work of the C. 1. should be regulated by means of
plans of work. The Sections of the C. I. must submit to the
E.C.C.1. a report of their activity and plans of work once
every three months. The Org. Bureau of the E.C.C.1. regularly
examines such plans of work of the auxiliary organisations of
the C.I. and of the Departments of the E.C.C.L The Org.
Bureau of the E. C. C. I. must regularly investigate not only the
structure of the Parties, but also their whole organisational acti-
vity and the distribution of the press and Party literature of
the Sections. The E. C. C. 1. must carefully study the pro-
grammies of action of the Parties.

The problems of the Oriental peoples, in view of their new
great significance, shall in future occupy much wmore place in
the work of the Executive than hitherto.

The Enlarged Executive approves the measures undertaken
by the E.C.C.1. to inaugurate International Lenin Courses, and
puts the responsibility on the Parties to carry out the rules. laid
down by the Presidium.

In forrulating the general plan of work of the E. C. C. 1,
the next ‘World Congress of the C. 1. must naturally play the
chief role. The Plenum of the Enlarged Executive comsiders it
desirable to convene the Sixth World Congress of the E.C.C. L
if possible February-March 1927, and authorises the E. C.C.L
to fix the date finally. The Congress must be carefully prep-:gd
by the E. C. C. I. Its agenda can naturally not be finally deter-

- mined, at this time, yet all the material in connection with the

fundamental questions of our policy (trade umion questions,
peasant. question, natiopmal question, etc.) must be collected and
studied and submitted in due time for discussion by the Sections.
The E. C. C. L. should make all preparations for the treatment
at the Sixth World Congress of the question of the C. I. pro-
gramme, For this purpese, the Plenum instructs the E.C.C. 1
to appoint a permanent authoritative commission which shall
undertake the guidance of the discussion in the various Sec-
tions on the draft programme of the C. .

3. The strengthening of the apparatus of the Executi
this manner will make possible an intensive control o
carrying out of the decisions of the C. 1. The E.C. C.L an
Sections of the Comintern must take measures to devel
system of reports from the lowest nuclei up to the Party
cutive, from the Party Executives to the E.C.C.1. Only on
basis of closest relations, is the realisation possible of the
shevist principle of control over the execution of decisions. ;[1}1

)

Enlarged Fxecutive instructs the E.C.C.I, carefully and vi
to control the carrying out of the decisions of the Fi

rously
well as of the decisions of the Enlarged

World Congress as
Executive. As an example of
the following might be mentioned:

The carrying out of international campaigns; the Bolshevist |
training of the membership; the carrying out of the reo]'g'«lm- !
sation of the Parties; the training of new Party humctio -
the carrying out of normalisation in inner Party life; the ca)
out of the decision that each Party member join the irade ul
the application of the tactics of the united fromt, efc. |

At congresses of the Sections reports on the act'pvity‘\
E.C.C. 1 should be given.

The E.C.C.L is instructed to organise this eontrol st¢’
step, but systematically. !

the matters to be thus controlled, j
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Reply to the Memorandum of the Right Group in the
C.P. CZ.

(B. Hula, K. Vanek,‘ I. Handler, I. Hora, M. Vanek, L. Gorlich, P. Friedrich.)

Having considered the memorandum submitted by the Hula
group, which seeks to discredit the C. C. of C.P.Cz., the Enlar-
ged Executive rejects most emphatically this memorandum and
expresses its approval of the activity of the C.C.of the C.P.Cz.
?}?d ((:)f Pihg reply given in this memorandum by the delegation of

e C.P.Cz

Since the V- Enlarged Executive the C.P.Cz. has achieved
very important successes.

Basing itself on the. decision of the Enlarged Executive and
on the internal Party bloc, proposed by the Executive, the C.C,,
by its firm and. sensible policy, has been able ta lead the Party
out of a very critical position without serious disturbance.

‘The Party twrned away quite definitely from avowed and
covert Bubnikists, and at its IIT Party Congress in September
1925, at which the Right had hardly any- representation, since it
had no support in the Party, showed every sign of complete un-
animity, revolutionary steadfastness, and unconditional loyalty to
the Communist International.

After a brilliantly conducted election campaign, the C. . Cz.
won a big victory at the elections, polling about one million
votes and becoming the second biggest Party in Czechoslovakia.
The Party also carried out a series of campaigns which. met with
popular response from the masses and helped them to under-
stand and assimilate Communist slogans and ideas. Amongst
these was the campaign which the Party carried out in connec-
tion with the proposal of the Czech Social Democrats for the
establishment of a workers’ and peasants’ government, the uni-
ted front campaign which is still going on in connection with the

proposal made by the German reformist trade unions and Social

Democrats, and “also the campaign on the national question
in connection with the negotioations of the government coalition
with the Hlinka Party. The Party was also very successful in
its work of reorganisation, its work among the peasantry, in the
cooperative movement and other branches of its activity.

On the field of the trade union movement, — the most impor-
tanf but at the same time most complicated and difficult work
in Czechoslovakia — the achievemenis are not very great. But
on this field the Party met with most determined opposition and
even direct sabotage on the part of the Right elements, parti-
cularly on the part of one of the authors of the memorandum,
~omrade Handler, who among other things, in spite of the de-

ns of the Comintern, -Profintern and the Party, prevented

ifiliation of the Woodworkers’ Union to the 1. A. V. In order
ake progress on the trade union field, the Party must at all

s break down the opposition of the Right elements who have

tenched themselves there.

~The memorandum either ignores the successes of the Party
. distorts them. Thus, the Party’s successes at the electiomns,
which are even admitted by its opponents, the authors of the
memorandum seek to minimise through cunning arithmetical
tricks, failing to take into consideration the entire preceding
history of the Party and the complicated conditions under which
the Communtist Party had to struggle against the strongly wel-
ded anti-Communist bloc which stopped short not even at basest
calumny and most brutal persecutions.

‘) is also asserted that the Party spurns work in the factory
'itte movement, and yet real successes have also been achie-
»n this field: for instance a big campaign is now procee-
for the convention of a joint congress of representatives of
y, workshop and mines committees, and a similar move-
may be recorded among the metal workers. The factory
workshop committees were also drawn into the struggle
.nst the introduction of the tax on wages. The factory com-
es publish a newspaper, “United Front”. They aiso orga-
the tour of the Czechoslovakian workers’ delegation as well
1e preliminry and report campaigns connected with this

“On the whole, the document presented by the Right is full of
uncomradely carping criticism whilst these same comrades have
done nothing to help the Party solve the extremely difficult tasks
with which it is conironted.

The authors of the memorandum are endeavouring to dis-
sociate themselves from Bubnik, asserting that they did not give
him any support and that the Bubnik question in general is. of
no parficular importance to the Party (whilst in reality, this was
a life and death question for the Party). These assertions are
contrary to the facts. When the campaign against Bubnik was at
its height, Hula, in the nucleus of the Editorial Board of the
“Rude Pravo”, brought forward a resolution.in which he ob-
jected to Bubnik’s expulsion. Moreover, Hula’s views, which
found a reflex in the memorandum, coincide entirely with the
views of Bubnik and Co.; in the question of the causes of the
crisis in the Party, and in the appraisal of the V Congress of the
Comintern (relapse of “Infantile Diseases of ‘Leitism’”) and in
other questions.

Even after the Enlarged Executive, the Right group (Skalia,
Kovanda) endeavoured, at a meeting of responsible workers in
Kladno, to carry a resolution condemning the decisions of the
Enlarged Executive. ‘

Even until now the authors of the memorandum consider
incorrect the decision of the Enlarged Executive to form an inter-
nal Party bloc, and have not discarded a single one of their
erroneous views. On the contrary: they are endeavouring tomake
it appear that the Comintern is coming closer to their views and
that it was only quite recently that the Comintern realised the
necessity of struggle against ultra-Left deviations.

“At present” — says the memorandum — “when the Exe-
cutive Committee of the Comintern has published its ‘Open Let-
ter’ to the German Party, and when it has initiated a serious
struggle against the relapse to petty-bourgeois revolutionism,
and the basis of one of the most important sections has been
straightened, all these questions in the C.P.Cz. can be solved
in a more business-like manner than before — than in this period
of acute crisis in a considerable mumber of sections of the
Comintern.” :

Here, just as in a number of other countries, the Right
endeavour to make use of the “Open Letter” to the C. P. of Ger-
many for their own factional aims, they endeavour to make it
appear as if in Czechoslovakia, just like in Germany, the menace
to the Party was not from the Right but from the “Left”. But al-
ready the preceding Enlarged Executive of the Comintern poin-
ted out that the entire development of the C. P.Cz. and the entire
national and iuternational situation (the origin of the Party, the
national peculiarities of the country, its provincialism, its posi-
tion as a small country surrounded by big countries with anta-
gonistic interests) — exposes the Party to the peril of opportu-
nist (Right) deviations. Therefore the attempt of the Right to
make use of the “Open Letter” for its factional aims is an im-
proper ome, as is also the attempt quite clearly revealed in the
memorandum fo utilise the discussion which took place at the
XIV Congress of the C.P.S.U. :

The Enlarged Executive condemns most emphatically these
attempts, as well as the entire memorandum, which must be re-
garded as the endeavour of the Hula Group to create for itself
a factional platiorm. This makes it uncumbent on the C.C. of the
C.P.Cz. to carry on as before a most energetic struggle against
this group, which although insignificant in numerical strength
and influence is nevertheiess an organised faction which cannot
be tolerated. Those who want to remain loyal to the Comintern
and to fulfil its directions, those who wish to work in the Party
and in the C.C. sincerely and in a disciplined manner must be
utilised by the Party, but an end must be put once and for all
to any attempt to continue the faction work.

Long live the bolshevik unity of the Communist Party!
Long live the Communist International!

" Oroprietor, Publisher and r°

~aihle Editor: Dr. Joham
T auhki”, Vienna,

“ertheim, Vienna. VIJ1.. Albertgasse %5.
srggase 31
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