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Preparing in Great Britain!

Manifesto of the Executive Committee of the Communist International.

Moscow, 25th April, 1926.

[he capitalists are attempting by determined blows to
destroy the British labour movement and Yo depress the standard
of living of fhe British working class. The British miners are
ready jor the struggle, the organised working dass of England
Wil hasten to their aid. Not only the wages, the working time
and the oonditions of work of the British workers are at stake,
but the standard of living of the workers of all countries. The
British Jaboyr movement must carry ov a united defensive
pruggle, the “inlernational tabour movement must stand firm,
ke one man, in an' unbreakable united front against the common
gnemy. It jg a nestion of the vital interests of the workers of
Al countries. T%e"Engtis I coal crisis is only a part of the
gneral world crisis in coal production. Competition on' the
¥orld market is, beqoming more and more fierce and the tech-
maally backward  Fpeli qoal mines are being outstripped by
temore modern fec niqué of their American and German rivals,

¢ importance of the May conflict for Great Britain is emor-

mous. The mining magnates threaten 10 lock out over a million
miners, there existy the possibility that the miners will have 1.
resort to the strike weapon, which would mean the paralysing of
British industry, and to some extent also of world economy.
Victory or defeat for the miners means victory or defeat for the
whole British working class. The 'miners’ strike would mean
a general strike and a general strike ¢amnot remain ‘an-economic
struggle, it would become a political- struggle, that is to say.
the proletariat will fight against thesogpitalists, class will tight
against class. The British ‘bourgeoisie, the British government
will mobilise all the forces of the!'State, as the fundamental
questions of capialist society are “involved, as the question of
private property is 'raised d@nd°the whole capitalist State ap-
paratus will be used to*defend ‘private propenty. The workers are
seeing with growing $ury how the government is coming forward
more and 'more britally’ on' theé side of the capitalists, how ‘it 'is
organising spécial ‘Qroéps‘lgu‘inst‘ the workers, how the govern-
ment is_affording' ety in’the drganising of fasaigt 'groups. The
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\)i uld intensify enormously the competitive s afy inipr-

ional( jscale, would drive the German, B
rican capitalists to a similar offensive ag ' )
ine-workers, would render the world mmpq;gtlz/f;st gle even
more murderous. The second way consists in the rationalising
i in the;clogi wp of.dechnical uw
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fmass Can t The,
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:ment. The British Frupire is_on the decline, the British
abgur, movement is con the up-grade, the ahq:ghgge5 of British
miperialism will (jypd[mmisg with the world Tisforical victory
the British profetariat. In order to prevent social ypheavals,
British-govermment-is -seeking a solution. by means of com-
promise. The British working class must erstand that the
compromse can bring no real solution to th> mining crisis.
Only the realisation of Socialism can stop the social decline of the
British proletariat, only the decisive struggle for the establish-
ment of the rule of the workers can realise Socialism, Only the
aboljtion of murderous world competition, only the overcoming
of the anarchy of world production, only the establishment of the
United States of Socialist Europe can finally solve the crisis.

The British bourgeoisie first attacked the building workers,
then the railway Wworkers, then the' metal xyonkcrs; it is now
attacking the miners. The British bourgeoisie is empﬂoyu’lg‘m the
fight against the miners the tactics of “divide and rule”, in that
it wishes to conclude wage agreements oot with the Miners
Federation as a whole, but according to districts, leaving the
wages of unskilled workers unchanged, but reducing the wages
of skilled workers to starvation level. The British w'orkmg‘clgss
must understand that the report of the coal, Qomunisgion is 1p-
ended ip drive a wedge into the united front of the miners,
‘that only the complete solidarity of the labour phalanx can
nrevent defeat.

The British working class must take up the struggle, and
according (o all signs the British proletariat is prepared to defend
itself. The district organisations of the Miners' Federation have
declared themseclves ready for the struggle, the Minority Con-
ference of Action was a demonstration of the iron. will to
struggle of the British working class. The pressure of the masses
compelled the trade union leaders to form an alliance of seven
trade unions: the Conference of the I L. P. revealed the grawiu
discontent of the working masses. The working masses are ready
to fight, but 1heirﬁicrs uniu‘pahr;l{l he‘s'i‘t:nth:sal;lu)ﬁ |hcn[1 :;1;
b ‘ ahi cforé the battle “The Right swing, of, the
THRE B o G Qeersd Coyail-arc Shasnelesaly. ek
“ing for a new “Black Friday”. MacDonald and Hodges have
openly goug over- to the side of the boprgeoisie; Ma.q[)ox}am
has come forward against fhe strike and Hodges advocates “the
lengthening of working hours. Even tie General Council, 10
which falls the rote ol General Stafl, declared on the eve ©
the confliai, that it did not demand any ingrease in its powers, 1n
spite of the decsions of Scarborough. The Executive of the
Amsterdam Infennations] rejects in language it has learned from
the diplomats, the. praposa) for a upited front brought forward
by the Red Llunternatiopal of Labour Ugions. The. Execufive of
the Miners’ lnternatiopal. pdopied resolutions confainng pompous
words regarding a solidarity strike.. Will ithe big words be fol-
lowed; /by deexfs? The , Communist International declared ats
readtiness: t0. conduct the fight for. the rightful cause of the
British, qminers along with, all workers’ orgapisations, u{xth the
Al Interpational, with Amsterdam, withy the Miners’ Inter-
national, toiput by all differepces of. opinipn and 1o omgawse
energetically (with them a common action of infernational solida-
rity for the Brifish amivers. How can we beligve the words f
the Miners’ Imdernational when' its secreiary, Frank, Hodges,
.has ajready onre befrayed the siruggle of the mining praletariat
of England. The British. and Genman reformists indicate, as a

way oul of the crisis the infernational (rustification of the coal
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England samymened “the workers

orginige the struggle and issued thé slogam of the fightiug i
of the trade upion movement in Britain and on a worli oy
The Minority Movemen| and the Com;nqus'I Pty Wil contiine
to [l their duty, but they cannot’ cofduct #
, The Comunuaist Inteenational is chuviticed thii
labouwr —movement-will .prove ils solida
neral Council places itself at the head of t
historical duty of the General Council to take over the leadership
of ‘the struggle. 1f the General Council abstains from ihe fygh
and follows the way of a base compromiise, it will take wwn
itself a great historical responsibility. In this great struggle a
tendencies and factors of the British labour mbvemenr wi

reveal their true features.

The Comnrunist International calls tgpon the workers oi e
world to hasten to the aid of the Britigh miners in the sp.:
of determined injernational solidarity. The workers of all coun
iries must realise that the attack of the Bmitish mining magnates
is directed not only against the standard of living ol the Briush
miners, but against that of the working class of the whole world.
The minzrs of Germany, France, Belgium and Czechoslo am
must stand in the fromt rank. The May conflict renders mo
urgent than ever the question of the united front and the unitsg
of the Amsterdam Intermational 'with ‘the .Profinern and of the
miners f>derations of France and Czechoslovakia. The Com-

munist International, with full consciou : i
declares gnﬁ‘ég’ain that it isl%(%gart Z ib lp\lﬁce on one side all
differences of opinion shich divide the b nist Internatioml
on princip'e from the reformist elements,!in order/to bring about
the international solidarity iaction- of the world proletariat i

ali costs and under all circumstanc
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Forth to the strugzle! Damon
‘readiness to struggle, orpanise

m1eis! The last penny for the Engiish miners!
Long liye the internationaligm ;{)[,,ﬁm ‘world pre!ctariat.
‘“ieng hve the ‘British working class! the victory of 1
Brif sh miners, the unifed front 'o:{ ‘the Working “class of *

whole world!
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HE MINERS’ STRUGGLE
IN ENGLAND

The

e miineowners’ demands have torn the veil from the whole
wing | ropaganda of “canciliation”, “hopes of settlement” etc.,
. en spread about by the capitalist press and by the
right wing labour leaders in order to lull the workers.” The
character of these demands, which would bring the miners
307 below pre-war levels, or, even with extens.on of hours,
0% below, lay bare the gull in hard fact which cannot be con-
ccaled vy fine words and fornmulas, The conlliot between the
cquirements of Capitalism and the needs oi life of the work
w tie coal industry to-day, as in the whole industrial position
o Britain at the present stage, is so bare and fundamental that
4 camol be escaped. Either starvation or struggle are the

which have

alternati

Only a direct surrender by the leaders on either side can
wow avert a conflict, But such a surrender cannot be casily made
of the conscious will of the classes in conflict The
nght wing labour leaders can 'po more casily expect now to
put through a direct surrender against the united will of the
working class than Baldwin can attempt 10 repeat last July's
«r e the face of his own foliowers, Lhe right wing
ieaders may tremble av the prospect of a conflict; but they
remole also to repudiate all their juost basic pledges and
dsstroy thewr posinon i the movemeut. Thus in cither case
the working class movement stands before its 1014, The situation
has passed beyond the control of individual leadeis: as in the
inal stages leading to a war, the whole forces of the situation
drive mevitably to conllict, even though the majority of those

m face

sAlTelide

On the Eve of War in Britain.
By R. Palme Dutt.
+ long-prepared counflict in Britain s here.

ve before the workers.

wncerned may wish to avoid it.

The events of last July are repeating themselves with ominous
daciess. On Wednesday (the 28th) comes the Miners Delegate
Conference. On Thursday cames the ‘i
mion Executives. On Friday the notices expire. But this
me thore is a difference. Last July the Government were nol
prepared for a united Labour froni, and, taken by surprise,
postponed Lhu‘cuuﬂn;l. This time the Gavernment is completely
, having spent the whole intervening nine mounths in
prepaning for a decisive conflict with the whole forces of the
working class, and there is no longer any inteption of post-
ponemient, Last July the mere threat of united Labour action
¢35 sufficient. This time there can no longer be any expeciation
of repeating such a bloodless victory. The Government and
the capitalists, having prepared to the last detail, are deier-
mned 1o call the “blulf”, as they suspect it to be, of the labour
cugth is here. There is no question that,
‘ cannot put through a bogus “settlement” involving the
dal surrender of the working class by the low
miners’ standards, the Government and the capital
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st Tth last year with reference 10 the comiing conflict).

ha conflict” wilt bring into the balance the whole future

orking class movement in Britain.

mon Cougress has pledged the support in action of th

oual strike act

ann

working cfass iglo .2 new period. But i is here,
ng speedy and, effective upity of working class action,
sts the greatest dapger of sabotage by the right wing

:ad” N who are at the head of all the orgapisations concerned.

is here that there must be the most energefic, un-
. activity of i!re revolutionary ' workers in every country
common action with the British Miners.

ers
)

ational Conference of all

ering of the
sts are deter-
Mine force a conflict, which they are prepared to see involve,
A ohe language of Churchill and “Joynson llick, conditions of
war™ (“There was a prospect, he might almost say of war”

viison icks on April 16th; “as in wartime” - Chunchill

1 nt against any reduction of the Miners’
- The International Miners’ Committee has pledged
jon against any reduction. If this support
t qualification, speedily and effectively, the
ot be beaten, and a tremendous blow will be dealt
sh bourgeoisie, carrying forward the whole inter-
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The whole working class in Britain, and the workers .in
France, Belgiwm, Germany and America and the other colintries
most closely affected, need to be ready’ for prompt and dedisive
action on May Ist and ‘the days immediately following. Phe
wider and speedier the umited front for the conflict, the better
the chance of success for the working class. ’

The Mineowners’ Demands.

<he Mineowners' demands were issued on Apral 22 and
posted at the pitheads. This posting at the pitheads. instead of
litst bringing before the Miners Federation indicated ‘the refusal
of the owners even 10 negotiate on a national nupimum, and
their determination to shatter the whole Federation sud settle ou
th> basis of districts. ' )

The terms were so severe that the Mineowners hesitaied on
publishing them until the very last. According to the “Times”,
they held a special interview with the Prime Minister as fo
the advisability of publishing them,

“It is gathered that there was a certain amount of
discuss.on at yesterday's conference (of the Prime Minister
and the Mineowners) as to whether hese’ figures should
be communicated forthwith in view of the depressing effect
which they are bound 10 have” (Times 22nd April, 1926).
The fact of this consultation is signiticant, as indicating the

complete ‘oint working of the Government and the Mineowners,
even on questions of propaganda.

“For information” the Miners Federation were allowed to
know the terms under pledge of not publishing them. Honvever,
the Miners’ Federation were sensible enough to issue immediately
figures which showed the actual working out of the terms in
wages. They showed as follows in the principal areas: —

Present daily Reduction  New Average
average

Scottand . . . 10s 4d 25 1d 8s 3d

Northumberland  9s  4d 2s 4d s Od

Durbam . . . 10s Od 25 9d " 7¢ 3d

South Wales . . 10s 0d 25 10d Ts.11d

Youksehire . . . 10s 10d 0d 9s 104

Lancashire . . 10s Od s Td & 5d

) Ihis would be the average for all workers in the mines.
I'hose on piece rates would lose considerable more, up to! bj-
a day. In addition there were demands for, in some’ cases,
longer hours, and in athers withdrawal. of special allowances
with regard to free coal ete: ' '

These figures are staggering. The mean an avemgede-
duction of 2;- a day, or 10~ on the five day week, Qn ' wages
already 30% below pre-war. They would leave an average ‘wage
at the best, on a full week, not allowing for short time or. de-
ductions, of 22, or the official cost of ma:ntaining a convigt, -and
I many cases even lower, '

These hgures couwld not be, and are not, seriously meant
o be enforced on the miners: it would be.impossible far the
work of the mines 10 be done upon them. An average of
HWi- per week from each of one million miners would 'yield
25,000,000 a year, or the equivalent af the whole cost of the
Subsidv, when it is the fact, according to the ofiicidl Conunission
Report. that over hali the Subsidy has gone 1o profits, ‘yielding
a proiit of Is 6d per ton during the period of the Subsidy or
a record high figure. But the object of these figures is to drive
the miners into acceptilg an extension ofi houps as the only
alternative, with a lesser or even no reduation of. wages. This
1s the openly expressed objective of the Mineowners,

The Governnient's Plan.’

What is the Government’s plan?

50 lar, the CGovermment has expressed readiness w gram
“temporary assistance” for a limited period of "say, three
months” to get over the waorst difficulties, that is, to certajn
pits or districts. , This ,/ftemporary assisfance” may, become
extended under pressure of the: crisis 10 a more considerable
“loan” for a longer period, But the Subsidy has to go, and
therelore an aligrnative has to be found. st wad AT

- is ‘here that, thg; Mineowners’ presswe for, onger dwours
nay gomie ‘into -play; The Commission. Report ,already: dndidaied
that onger hours: might be an ‘“alterndtive’ solutionodarsaire
duction of wages (after having conclusively shown that longer
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hours could oply; mean closing of pits, unemployment and in-
creased , infernatignal ocompetition). That obedient catspaw of
the roapjtakists, Frank Hodges, who occupies the position of
1aternational| Miners’ Secretary, has already publicly suggested
that.the, minegs; aight acoept an extension  of hours as an alter-
native to a reduction, ip wages (and been offidially repudiated
by the Miners Federation for the statement). This Baldwin may
no doubt take up as a proposal in order to diminish the re-
duction ip wages.

"On these lines the Government’s plan for a ‘“settlement”
may - develop 'and show the following features: ‘

1. A Government Loan to the Coal iIndustry (to be paid
back with inteérest by the industry, i. e. by the miners) pending
reorganisation ‘'according to the Coal Report, which must be
acoepted by both sides,

2. Extension of Hours.

8. A lesser reduction of wages, or even, if pressure seems
strong, no redaction of wages.

Such a type of “settlement”-(i. e. a Government loan, plus
mitigated reduction of standards, either in respect of hours or
wages — the details are irrelevant) would immediately win
rapid support from all the right wing labour elements, who
are horrified at! the prospect of a struggle and are desperately
seeking any -and every way out. Already Hodges, as said, has
advocated longer hours. MacDonald has spoken of a “temporary
sacrifice” by the .miners, the necessity of recognising the
economic “facts” of the industry, and of reaching on that basis
an agreemgnt .in which “national interests alone are considered
and not sectional interests” (Dai'l)' Herald April 24). Henderson
has proclaimed his belief in the “valuable reforms” of the Coal
Report, and his confidepce that “within the limits of the Repoq
it is possible to find a solution which the miners will accept’
(Daily Herald. April 19).

“uTt iY significant that MacDonald and Henderson have been
added on to the Labour Committee (previously consisting of
the Trades-Union Congress Industrial Committee and 3he Miners)
on the preposal of the Trades union Cangress Committee (which
includes J. H. Thomas) that the Parliamentary Labour Party
should! be included. _

Thus the Right Wing leaders are extremely active to the last,
in defiance of all pledges, for a settlement of betrayal.

Such a “settlement”, so long as it involved even in any degree
either an ‘extension 'of hours or a reduction of wages, could settle
nothing. ‘With Tegard to ‘hours, it has been admitted in the
Coal Report that an additional hour in Britain “would muake
the working day of the British miner longer than that in any
representative area on the Continent of Europe except Upper
Silesia”, and would have the effect of driving 130,000 miners out
of the indusiry, while it would only lead to retaliatory increases
in the other:countries in Europe, leaving the competitive po-
sition as before. The same applies to wage reductions. The
existing standards are admittedly too low. Any reduction will
only intensify international comp:tition, while solving mnone
of the problems of the industry. The miners of Europe, under
Social Demogratic leadership, would be only driving one another
further and fuither down the pit of misery.

The only alternative is the international struggle of the
miners against the capitalist offensive, and the internaional
struggle of the whole working olass in Europe. The British
working elass 'movement stands pledged.

The Miners International and the Transport Workers Inter-
national stand pledged. These pledges must be maintained, and
the Right Wing leaders must not be allowed to shatter them by
sham “settlements” which can only bring greater misery for the
workers in every cotmtry. '

The Working Class Front.

The supreme task of the Communist Party and the revolu-
lionary workers in the present crisis is, ther ore, fo secure the
unity in action of the whole working class behind the miners, to
prevent bogus behind-the-scenes “settlements”, which surrender
the 'standards of the workers instead of fighting for their ad-
vince and abandon Issues to which the whole movement stands
pledgéd, and toensure that the united front in action shall
be' as gpeedy and'as-complete as possible, i @ e

The Communist Party has issued the call for general strike
action of.ghe whole organised movement in support of the miners
' 181 any reduction, for a conference of all Trade Union Exe-
cutives>¥o 'ooncert commion ‘measures of resistance, for Councils

-

of Action in the localities; and for a Workers Defence Corps
against the atlacks of the f"ascists' pdd similar bodies. The first
has been pledged by the General Council. The-Cdiiterence hy,
now at last been summoned. The s | remains that thege
steps shall find their goal in action as the Qccasion demaings

There must be no “Black Friday” this time. In 1021 he ..
volutionary workers had mo common organisation; the Cop,
munist Party. had only just come into existence: the worke:s were
helpless before the betrayal of the leaders, and the miners fought
alone to inevitable disaster. This time the lesson has sunk deep
“Red Friday” has shown the way and helped to give new cqp.
fidence. A million organised workers have through the Mingry,
Movement Conference of Action of March 2 declared their wij
for united action and their agreement with the slogans of the
Communist Party. Let the leaders beware. The conditions of
1921 are no longer here.

The tremendous response to the Commumist and Minonyy
Movement lead shows the measure of awakening o the struggle
in front. The British working class are advancing to the heayies
struggle and trial of their present history. In this struggle they
are looking to the support of the international working class,
Alike in the national and the international field, the task of the
Communist Party and the revolutionary workers is to defeat the
sabotage of the right wing leaders and achieve the united frop

United Front for the English Miners.

Moscow, 22ud April 102,

The Executive Bureau of the Red luternational of Labour
Unions has sent the following telegram to the General Council
of the English Trades Union Congress:

“The Red International of Labour Unions, as is known,
has proposed to the I. F.T. U, jointly to organise help and sup.
port for the English miners. The 1{ I.L.U. was prompted by
the comsideration that the approaching struggle of the English
miners bears an outspokenly international character and is of
international importance. To this proposal the R.I.L. U, has re
ceived the following answer: “The I F.T.U. is already col
laborating with the British Trade Union Congress, which is one
of its affiliated Centres, regarding the mining crisis”. This
reply, by referring to the General Council, re?ecls the sincere
and loyal proposal to rally all forces in order to render aid
to the Frglish miners in their fight against the mineowners. The
Executive Bureau of the R.LL.U. regards this standpoint on
the part of an international orgamisation as wrong, and in any
event not dictated by the interests of the English miners. This
standpoint can not only injure the English but also the entire
international proletariat.

The R.L.L.U. called upon all its affiliated organisations I0
render every conceivable help to the English miners, The Centrad
Trade Union Council of the Soviet Union, as is already known,
will fulfill its duty of international solidarity. The miners o
the Soviet Union of Czechoslovakia and France and all sup
porters of the R.I.L. U., as well as the transport workers of all
countries, have already proclaimed their willingness to do every-
thing that lies in their power in order to help the English miners
to victory. This readiness of the revolutionary workers of il
countries to aid the English miners in the approaching struggle
results from the recognition that the defeat of one section of tht
working class means a blow to the entire infernational prole
tariat, and that the English miners are now fighting nof onlf
against the reduction of the standard of living of the worki
class of England, but also of the working class of all other
countries, )

The General Council of the English trade Union Congresh
the represemtatives of the entire English trade union move
undoubtedly desire that the sincere and Fenuine will of!";
workers ofy all tendencies to support the fight of the Englis
miners, should be systematically - and' practicaily realised. T
Executive Bureau of the R.1. L.{J. therefore, on its part, mam,‘
the following proposal: The General Council, which has
greatest interest that the FErglish mtiners repel the attack
the mineowners on their wages and their working duy, ﬂkj
the initiative for arranging an international Conference of
trade union organisations who wish to render assistance 0
English miners, in order to coordinate and regulfate the supP
to be 'given to the English miners.

—_—

The English miners are at ‘present confronted with fresh
serious  struggles.” We recollect that during the fight of the
English miners in 1921, the proposal made by the R.I.L.U. to
the 1.F. T.U. to render joint aid to the miners was rejected.
The striké of 1921 énded in a defeat. This deplorable experience
should be a lesson to the I.F.T. U, not to repeat that which it
did in 1921, by pllacmﬁe considerations of a secondary nature
pefore the interests of the proletariat. We are convinced that the
Enghsh trade umions, as well as the General Council who have
uken the initiative for resrtorinf international trade union unity
- for unity i8 strength — will disapprove of the stultifying of
unity actons in a2 matter which is of the wtmost vital impor-
unce for the working class. We are convinced that, in view
of the offensive of the mineowners, all differences should be
thrust on one side. Behind the English mineowners there stands
the whole international bourgeoisie. We want the workers of all
countries and all tendencies, without distinction, to stand in a
fiom phalanx on the side of the English miners and that the
united f-ont of the bourgeoisie be shattered on the unifed front
of the workers.,

In view of the extreme importance and urgency of the matter
and in view of the heavy responsibility which the threatening
sruggle of the English miners lays upon every workers’ or.
gamsation, for whom proletarian solidarity is the highest law,
the Fxecutive Bureau of the R.IL.U. expects an affirmative
reply 1o the proposal submitted.

With fraternal greetings

The Exgcutive Bureau of the
Red International of Labour Unions.”

The R. L. L. U. to ail Affiliated
Organisations,

Moscow, April 25, 1926.
~ The Executive Bureau of the Red International of Labour
Unions has sent the following appeal to all its affiliated orga-
nisations :

“The Red International of Labour Unions has already twice
drawn the attention of all organisations to the approaching
mining conflict in England and to the'international Hnportance
of the same. The conflict will be inevitable owing to the per-
sistent endeavours of the English mineowners fo depress wages
and 1o lengthen the working day, which would mean the
worsenmugmof. the conditions of living not only of the Fnglish,
but of the international working class. Our solidarity must
express itself in deeds! From the moment of the lock-owt ot
slogan must be: not a pound of coal to England! The repetition
of the deplorable evends in 1921, when the British miners suf-
lered a defeat as a result of the lack of solidarity of the workers
ouside of England, musi{ be prevented. Then, as now, the
Amste-dam International refused to organise with combined
forces the relief and support of the English miners. After re-
ceipl of the negative answer of Amsterdam the Fxecutive Burean
%f the R.IL.U. sent a request to the General Council of the
nglish Trades Union Congress that it takes up the initiative
lor convening an international Conference of frade union Fe-
derations who wish to suppont the struggling British miners.
tis clear fo everybody that the attack of the mincowners can
only be repelled by the united and strenuous efforts of the
ritish and international proletariat. The struggle is at hand
feryone must be at his post. .

1 M’n!qrs, transpori workers, metal workers, workers of all
rades ! I'he cause of the English miners is your cause! no one
tan remain neutral and passive in the struggle of the English
fl:mma with the mineowiiers; all workets must stand up like one
oainh against the capitalist offensive and for the rightful demands
I dc British miners. Workars of France, Belgiwumn and Germany!
il e&cnds upon you whether the workers or the employers
el victorious! Let us sink all differences of opinion, let us
a"E{)eIcverythmg that divides us, let us only remember that we
" ong to the same class. Firm united front against the
drtish mineownars and their allies.
To the aid of the British miners!
Long live the struggle of the British miners!

ong live infernational proletarian solidarity!

The Executive Bureau of the R.I.L.U.
(Signed): Lozovsky.
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e Coal Crisis and the Young Miner.
By Harry Young. ' «

The present coal crisis affects about 150 X
21 engaged in the industry, e AR Sy, e
During all the discussions, statements, counter-statements,
gg%:?:hons and denials, no voice has been lifted on their spacial
_In making this statement, we do not for one moment wish
to infer the eneral Council of the Miners’ Federation and its
responsible officers are not conducting a whole-hearted un-
flinching struggle for the interests of the whole Federation. .
Nevertheless, we deem .it necessary that this aspect of the
Eueshon should also be raised, espectally ance the Commissi
as made fashionable the topies -of -pit-head baths, helida

with pay, and other most desirable innovations I
of by the pit lad. Prations long dreamed

The Geueral Issues.

I'he main features of the situation are seemingly clear and
need not be repeated. The Report in our opinion is a cleverly
thought-out scheme to insert the wedge between petty-bounrgeois
and the backward proletarian elemént of the Labour Party and
the Trade Union membership by the move of the Labour Party’s
proposals (nationalisation, gue{ and Power Council etc.). The
best comment we have yet seen' on the Report is that of the
miners themselves. The National Minority Movement Conferance
as well known, declared as follows: '

. “This Conference of militant miners from every coal
field in Britain, resolves to work vigorously and perseve-
ringly for the full and: e rejection of the Royal Com-
mission’s Report. We recognise the Report to be a subtle
manoeuvre on the part of British: capitalism to be relieved
of the subsidy to the mining industry, through ‘the lowering
of wages and working conditions of the miners, which it
hopes to achieve in comsequence of the pseudo-socialistic
hait embodied in the Report, which is intended to divide
the miners into fractions for and against the Report.

“_We therefore call tpon the miners to concentrate' upon
securing 100% organ‘sation and to prepare to fight for the
guaranteed weekly minimum wage, commensurate with the
increased cost of living, whilst recognising that the neces-
sary reorganisation, so as to permit this, is only possible
by the nationalsation of the mining industry withowt com-
pensation and with workers’ control.”

The Effect of the Commission’s Proposals on the Young Miners.

The Commission’s proposals, especially in connection with
the demand for a longer working day, will hit the young
wo-kers the hardest. It is our special task to concentrate on
makino clear to the young miner that the Report robs him of
an additional hour of free time, that it means 11% reduction
of his alreadyv low wage, and that the attractive proposals for-

- merly mentioned (baths, holidays ‘etc.) are reserved for the

“return of prosperity”.

Our QObjective.
Ou~ line is therefore clear — against the Report — for
an imnorovement — not a deterioration of cond’tions.

This is of tremendous importance to the pit boy. For a
considerable period now the programme which the Y. C.L. has
provagated for voung miiners has enjoyed considerable popu-
larity in the mining districts. '

That programme was based ‘on the practical immediate
conditions of the July crisis,” and contributed in' some measure
to the magnificent unity which was fthe dominating feature of
that situation. Los ol
~ To-day, with the re.appearance of 'the crisis, we can re-
issue our slogans once agajn'and call for support of our
programmme; el y

Our first step must be''100% trade umion organisation of all
emploved in the industry. “In 'this respect we are fortuirite,
Generally sn~aking we 'fivust do''our wutmost to ensure ‘the mHos
active participation of all ‘theé youth. There must' be'represen-
tatives of the youth:on al) Councils of Action: and ' Cemirittees.

In ovder {o organise this participation we shall updértake
a {u-ther 'campaigt in’‘Which“the demands of thé Y!C7L, wij{
be the rallying cry.! These démands are: mi) bag.a:-2ub
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; i wya 25/, per, k for, young mipers
d‘]é.#ﬁgm“yggﬁﬁ‘ react gﬁ{m scale z{t 20;
2. Defence of the 7 houwr /day and fight for 6 hour day of
youx? migrs;‘ .
'8 APortaight holiday with'pay.
noThese demands  represent, within the framework of the
5%%&] P¥P; %&. of  the Mirlyori‘ty, Movemept, the specii
rter whic fiwa]l‘ rally the thousands of lads employed in ﬂ}e
ritish, coal industry- to the stryggle against the Comumigsion’s
Report and 'the qwners’) demands — for, the united resistance
as, a prelude 1o an adyange {g their original propositions.

I~ "POLITICS
The' Russo-German Negotiations.

By Walter $toecker (Berlin).

oo T repost of the “Times” regarding a Russo-German rein-
s'ur‘gqeéqtpea{y“ 'hfqve ala ; the whole Eunopean Press. There is
salk of a new Rapallo, which would seriously endanger the work
o Locarno, the League of Nations itself etc. 3

- ;11 Wihat . ig: thejactual . significance of the Russo,German nego-
siations? Is Germmny, peally' abandoning. the Locarno policy and
entering dinto suah. cldse welations with Ryssia as to brung hepself
intoicondixt; and frictionwithy British, diplomacy?' .

Firstly, it is not a question 'of a sonealled reinsurance treaty
at all; bt of & npeutrality treaty, which is coming into being
at, the anstigation ok the Russian Government. For the last year
and aihalf; the Soviet ,Govennment has been -propasing to  the
German Government ‘that they, should conclude a serious treaty
of /friendship and beutrality ds a comfirmation: and continuation
ok the  Rapaloifreaty, similar to ¢he one which Russia concluded
with Turkey six months ago. emann, the German Foreign
Nhinister hdwever,. didimot jump,-at this suggéstion, because {o
him, ias representative of the Western trend of German foreign
policy, Lacafho and the League of Nations were far more im-
poctaid.s For the last eighteen' months Stresemann has taken no
sipootant sdep.invfoneign policy without a previous' upderstanding
wiithi!British diplamacy. !

" Siicél the conelusion ‘of Locarno, the Soviet Goverfiment has
agh' “'approached " the German' Governmient. Unless he wished
t8' expose himself to the serious danger of diplomatic isolation in
Eastern Europe, Stresemin was obliged this time to adapt
a different attitude. To this must be added the growing opposi-
tiow 'in Oemtmuy 't6 his ‘Ofiesided ‘Western  policy ‘which was
completely dependemt, jon Englagd. This led te discussions with
rsgard to the conclusion of 3 neutrality treaty between Germany
and Russia, not however 'in the sense of the Russo-Turkish
treaty, but in the.sepse of a limited, restricted insurance of
neutrality, becausg, the German Government refused to agree {0
magyre fagreaching proposals. (iermany only pledged hersell to a

very ligited neutrality apd beyond that promised to abstain from

any economic measures agnainst Russia.

B:iore Stresemann engaged in serious negotfiations with the
Soviet Government, he obed ¥ inquired in London, Washing-
top and Pgrig how far he might go in negotiations with Russia,
communicajing to these Governments the proposed terms of the
ireaty. Since the negotiations have become known, the German
Gavernment bas spared no pains to explain that the intended
treaty was emirel{‘ within the scope of Locarno and was only
an extension of that dreaty towards the East. As a matter of
fact, Stresenmann, in  his negotiations with Russia, most an-
xigusly and conscientipusly avoided offending in any way against
the lzgq;u;no Pact, and that mot only for diplomatic reasons but
because of his whole fundamental attitude in foreign policy. The
Q@n{taq Natignal, “Kreuzzeifung” was undoubltedly righf when
it stated: that Germany had perhaps “only taken part half-
heartedly and withou: much enthusiasm” in the negolfiations.
The, “Vossische, Zeitung” declares that i is oaly a question of
a, ‘political injerpretation of the Logarno Padt with regard to the
Elasf, and nothing. meore. It then comtinues:
w9 “Hrkthepeds any truth in the “Daily Herald's” hints as to

» ivolumtary pledges: anithe part ol Germany pot to join in any

malge e / Piligj., i . . (
.., *Smoe the above agticle. was written the Treaty between
Russia and Germany has been concluded. Ed.

mgasures of a_political, economic and ' fingugial najure di
rected agaipst Russia, they can at, the, most ;3?1‘)’ 1o lu.p,('}'
vokad attempts at boyoott, such as haverepeats 1y bean mag,
against Moscow, but in no case to the abligation og the
part of Germany to participate in a League Executive which
might, in . certain circumstances, arise ouf.of her member.
ship of the League of Natjons.” ’

Rudolf Breitscheid speaks o the samie efect When i, ox
pressly recognises the right of the League of Nations 1, March
through Germany against Soviet Russia.” And the *Kolnische
Zeitung”, the organ of heavy industry writés: -

“Should Russia be fhe aggressor, Germany reserie; fhe
right to a free hand to stand on one side, or even to tavour
negotiations against Russia as the disturber of the worlp
peace.

“Germania”, the leading organ of the Centre party s,
“It would be quite wroug to speak in a political sense of 5
new Rapallo.” .

These remarks, to which dozens might be added, clearly
show the limited and restricted pledges of weutrality which
Germany undertakes in this treaty. On this ‘occasion, be it re
marked, the whole significance for Germtany of article 16 of the
statutes of the League of Nation and its intenpretation by the
Locarno Powers is once more brought on the tapis. ’

The German Government is, of course, trying withu the
scope of the Locarno paot and the League of Nations, 1, play
ofi London and Mosoow sgainst one another, as it has hither
turped 1o account the disseusions between British and French
imiperialism, and to steer a middle course. It is however cleyr
that the treaty doas, not alter by one iota, «he main lines ol
German foreign policy as carried om by Strésemann, tha the
German Government will contipue its Dawes, Locarno and
League of Nations policy and will only commit itsell with Sovie
Russia as far as London permits,

Nevertheless the. treaty is no douhit a, feather in the cap of
Soviet Russia and a defeat of Great Britain, for the anempts
of British diplomacy to enlist Germany in its anti-Russian bloc
are, 1o say the least of it, not facilitated by the treaty. If Chamber-
lain now -makes no serious objections to the treaty it is cer-
talinly to some extent because both Luther 'and Stresemann re-
ceived hard knooks from him at Qeneva, The zealous intriguig
in Warsaw and Prague also shows that the Russo-German ne-
gotiations were very unweloome to these gentlemen.

The treaty may, ol course, later acquire quite a diffcren
significance from that which is at present intended. The circles
in Germany which demand a decysive Eastern policy have cer-
tainly widened in recent humes, especially since Geneva, [lhe
nationalistic tones of Paul Bonecour, the Caruso of the leagr
of Nations, at Warsaw, in his hymn of praise to Polish k-
tarism and its role of protector of European culture agains
Sowviet Russia, has been a panticularly valuable contribution .
this respect.

There are also growing numbers of the Cerman bour
geoisie who desire, iwstead of Stresemann’s Anglophile paley.
a Franco-Cierman orientation which would be rather in the spirt
ol the foreign policy of Soviet Russia. ' ‘

At presznt however, Stresemann, Luther and the inflnentia
circles of the German bourgeoisie do not think of abandoning the
Dawes and Locarno policy. For them, the treaty betwcen Ger
many and Russia is really nothing more than a gesture 'wards
the Fast in the scope of their Locarno policy; it is therefore
unnecessarv 1o indulge in illusions with regard to the treary.

It is characteristic that German Social Democracy 0Nt
again took up its anfi-Bolshevist attitude in the wvegotiations
batween Germany and Russia. Breitscheid and even Paul locb
wrote articles which absolutely bristle with intense hatrad of
the Bolsheviki and unbounded rage qver the suggested treal).
If it ‘depended. on German Social tocracy, the present treal)
would no more be concluded than was the treaty of Rapallo
in its day.

A real treaty of friendship and alliance hetween CGermal!
and Russia, will only be carried qut-by the vigtorious German
warking-olass. upder the leadership of ‘their best and most ™
volutionary section, ,

*
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[ -~ HANUS. OFF,CHINA" . |
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aempts Of the Imperiatists to Break the
Revolutionary  United Front in. China.
By-Tang6hin She

When, after the bloody events of 30th Mpy last year, the
iraders, the bouyieoie,ae, apd  the inlei[gcﬁyalg ‘w'ége com.pel_lgd
10 take sides with thg.rﬁ:volqthnaixuﬁ?{‘%,.’ﬁf_m&f the im-
perialists, the newspapers of the, imperialists in China expressed
theic profound rpﬁrqt tha,t,,th,e,‘.‘uﬁ 1’ Chinese were making
comman cause with the “lower” C nesg, and characteriszd the
emancipation movement. as a Red Danger. The fraders, who live
by speoulation and bargaining, the “great” politicians and the
unapproachabfe and very learned personalities soon discovered
ihat the imperialists were quife 'mg};t ﬁr}d formed ati’ open front
wawst the revolutionary population, “wha not only refused
0 hand the leadership over to them’ but” even’ ventured to
criticise them.

Cwing to the Chamber of Commerce refusing pay out strike
support, the powerdal strike of Shanghai was defeated, The killing
of hundreds ofChineses by the nimperialists; which had evoked
the ontbreak of -theiltibenationr movement, was trealed as a purely
juridical affair:. On ‘the bdsis ot this attitude of the traders,
politiciars and inteHectuals, which was favourable to the im-
perialists, Chamberlain declared in the British House of Comi-
mons that the extremists in China had lost the leadership and a
peace movement. had set in which must be given every 'support,
Japan even came dorward with the slogan: -MHands ofi Chinal”
What is meant by’ support of the peace movement can already be
<en by the help given to Wu-Peifu and Chang+Tso-Lin against
the people!s armies. ‘But let us see further:with what means
lhis support is being rendered.

1. The al‘l‘ém‘gf' {g destroy 'the friendly ‘réfativns between
China and the ‘Savigt_ Unidy, "The friendly atfifude of China to
the Soviet Unjon, is nol based upon the ‘godd intentions of in-
dividual parties and, cliqles, but on ‘the will of the whole Chines
people! This is a, source of profond anpoyance to the im-
peridlists, They havye Jong been aftempling to accuse the Soviet
Luon of “Red Tmperialishy”, and for this purpose spread the

most Iving reports throughout''the world.”

A Tokio.memwigpaper. ‘'has offen. spoken ol a seeret treaty
oetween Feng Yu ‘Hsiang andithe Soviety Union, according 1o
which Mongolia i3 promiséd to the Soviet Union. Long before
the Japanese trodps-{oocupied Mukden st the end of last year,
reports were spread from Harbin that the -Red Army of the
Soviet Union was marching into Northern Manchuria in order
o surport Feng Yu Hsiang and Kuo: Sumg Lin: The dispute
reqavling the Eastern Chinese railway was a planned manoeuyvre
of the imperialists, carried out by their Japanese 100}, against
the Soviet Union, whereby it was intended to bring proof to the
Chinese people of the imperiplist aims of Red Russia. The mos
absurd reports were spread..daily-as toi disappearances of Chi-
nee: merchamts in Moscow, of ill-treatment of Chines workers
i Vla Livostock ete. After fhe withdrawal of the Kuomin armies
rom Peking, Chang Tso Lin demanded in all seriousness the
Ir;‘-i\»‘” of Karachan, the Ambassador of the Soviet Umion in
eking, T
2 Ihe attempt 'to destroy the Kuomintang and to anmihilate
the Canton government. Already before the death of Sun Yat Sen,
the imeerialists attempted, by inciting the Right wing members;
osol1 the K‘mmintang Paity. During dast year ithese Right
Vg members: brouight ‘about a.eplit in the Party; nevertheless
T the honest rewoliorry telements - were able 1o unite again
a the Second Party Cohference in January 1026, The insignificant
8rovn of people-expelled Froml the Kuomintang; with' the support
ther imenialkist friends, held 'in~Muareh. {ast in the foraign
finter of Shapghai their. sedond: Patity! Gonference (they proudly
Ol themselves — orthodox “K pominidng): Yne coMlusion with: the
Moerialists they ‘dpread 'the’ news - that < the' Communists wird
ontenlatifig 2 Goup @6t igaindt the -Cantdn| goverpment in
order then o “Set-lup. a'srealll Gommtenist: govérment. . As::a
paier of fact Changy! Kaf "Shd)™Hhie ' leaderi 0t the RedCantoh
tlan . WS ‘obligedingty{take motion afgminstithe Right pidchisi
eman|s stilb rematning InoCaMbmiir to ucir.t b oo inanies
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. 3. The suppression of the revolutionary students and the
attempt 'to withdraw.iithem from: the revolutjomary wmovement.
fi" China tho students play a.very great role in the iiberation
movemer. Since the outbreak of the struggles last. year they,
unitedly joined the AM-Chinese Students’ Umign, which the ¢m-
perialists consider a purely cotumunist organisation, and are
thereforé trying to destroy it. At first the impenialists sought
to split' the students’ movement, in which attempt bowever
they completely failed. !

On the 18th of March when the siudents protested against
the shamedess ultimatum of the imperiadists. demanding the aban-
donment of the Taku forts, Tuan She Sui caused the crowd
to be fired upon, with the rdsilt that more than 70 persons
were killed. The bourgeois press in the pay of the imperialists,
and the inteilectuals and reagtiomary professors expressaed their
opinion that the leaders bore the responsibility for the, blood
bath; they declared that they had caused the young students to
undertake thoughtless action while they themselves kept safe ai
home. They had nothing to; say against the ultimatumn of the
immnerialists and against Tuan She. Buwi who had causad the
blood bath. :

In certain provinces the readtionary professors have farbid-
den the gtedents to enter the revolutionary umions and parties amnd
to take part in meetings. In one of.the high schools in Shanghai
they even demanded a sworn declaration from the students that
they take no part whatever. ih political affairs. The studenis are
therefore at presemt engaged in a sharp struggle against such
react:omary elements who are acting in the interests of the
imperialists. . '

For their fight against. the revolutionary Chinese people and
in order toisuoport their  reactionary: comfederates, the imme-
rialists Irequire the millions ‘ol dollars of the boxer indemnity,
whi¢h ‘the Chinede peonle tHemselves must furnish. But all the
expemditure, “all {he efforts hgpve bbén futile and vielded ab-
sotutely nothing, for the: revolutionary warkers and peasants, the
entire summressed population are still continuing the fight against
the immpevialist copressors. On: the (12th of March, the anni-
versary' of the desth of Sun Yat Sefi. enonmous miasses of fol
lowers of (he feachings of this ereat leader demonstrated in all
parts of China, even in the districts otcupied by the reactio-
nary nulitary rolers,

The labour movement has not only set in with all force
in the big towns, as the huge strikes bear witness, hut even in
snall towns amd right in the inferior of.«China the workers have
formed oronnisations Fven in Manchudria, where the white
giardist General Chrang Tso Lid iand: the Japanese °xercise their
bloodv rle. the tormentad worvkers have recently resorted to the
weanon of the strike, Chang Tso Lin, when he demoanded the
rerall of ‘Karachan. put forward as a reason the btibery of
students for the purnnse of creating unrest. By unrest they mean
of course the revolutionary movement. It is this which the
iminerialist rohbers rightly regard as a menace and challenge
to their rule.

“THE BAIKANS

The Balkan Trade Union Conference in
Sofia and the Spi-it of the Balkan Locarno.
By Lippert.

The Balkan Tradg Union Conlerence called by the Amster-
dam Ipternational took place in Sofia on the 9th and 10th of
April 1926,

At this Conference, the Reformist trade unions of Yugo-
slavia and Bulgaria were most pumerously represented, i. e. by
10 delegates .each, whereas, ;theRoumanian (rade wuons only
sent 3, -gnd the Greek Trade Unjon League of the Reformists,
which really -only consists of jits leading organisatious, also only
sent, 3 delegates. Furthepmiorg, two representatives of the Hup-
garian and one .of the. Czeghoslovakian Amsterdamers werg pre-
sent. The 1, F. T. L., ielf. was . represented by two . delegates
(Mertens. and. Sassenbagh), ;the lnteynational Professional . Sgere-
des, these,, 00, guests were present, ,m

]
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mittance by Oudegeést. The right to attend as.guests had only
been' granted, even.to the Independent Trade Union of Bulgaria
and Roumaia, on the spot and at- the last: moment — undoubtedly
undef ' pressiire .from ' the .workers-in Sofia amongst whom a
spirit in favour of unity prevails.

r‘The'obfeot -aimed at’ by the Conference of the Amsterdam
International was the resuscitation of the Reformist -irade union
leagues in the Balkans which have only ‘been able to come into
being and to carry-on a sham existence asiusufructygries and
accomplices of ithe White Terror. The L F. T. U. wanted to
try to establish “harmoniois” co-operation with the bourgeoisie
even in this unsettled corner of Europe, which is threatened by
a LLeft danger. The Reformists indeed quite officially announced
it as one of their objects “to bring evidence before the Balkan
Governments 'that .the existence of the trade unions is justified
and that they are necessary for universal peace”. (“Vorwirts”,
April 12th '1926; italics by me. L.).

The onientation of the foreign policy of the Balkan Govern-
ments has become extraordinarily vacillating in recent times.
Whilst the imperialists are quarelling amongst themselves for
decisive influence ‘in the ‘Balkan -countries, a fight for the hege-
mony -is going on in the Balkans- themselves, especially on the
part of ‘Yugoslavia. Since the dissolution of the Little Entente,
particularly since Locarno and the disappearance of, France’s
hegemony on the Continent,’ the Yugoslavian Government has
on the one hand coquettel with the idea of a Locarno pact
furthered by  Great' Britain; and on the other hand has tried
to come to an “understanding” with [talian imperialism while
sacrificing the inferests of the Croatian bourgedisie. The pro-
testing voice of France has mevertheless .been strong enough to
furstrate the latter plan. -There remained the Balkan.-Locarno
plan and with it :the support of the financially bankrupt. State
by British imperialism. 'This again absolutely necessitates an
approach between Yugoslavia and a Bulgaria which is sub-
ordinated to its aims.

The Trade Union Conference -inm.g:)n-aﬂed by Amsterdam
was very welcome to the Yugoslavian Govermment as a- means
of propaganda for the “solidarity. of the Balkan })eopl&"»(itseli
one of the:slogans of the trade union Conference”). It consented
to a propaganda tour of ‘“esteemed international trade umion
leaders” in its country — which in view of experiences up to
now seems almost incredible — and even readily permitted
workers’ meetings to bhe held. Thus Sassenbach and Gal, the
representative of the. Hungarian Trade Union Council spoke in
Subotica and Novi Sad, but had “no siriking sucocess” with the
masses -of workers who are devoted io the Independent Trade
Unions. On the contrary, the revolutionary workers everywhere
proposed resolutions for unity against the wish of Sassenbach
and Gal.

Even in Bulgaria, the country of the most ferocious White
Terror, the Government politely obliged the Reformists. Large
numbers of workers were allowed to welcome the Amsterdam
delegation _at the Sofia station on its arrival. The Independent
Trade Unions who are honestly, inspired with the will for
unity, also called upon’ their adherents fo do so. It is true, that
the Reformist leaders could not prevent this, but firstly, they
did not have the speeches of ‘welcame of the Independent dele-
gates translated, and then, by means of “social democratic or-
ganjsers”, all of whom were students with’ semj4Fascist leagings,
thev prevented the fQrmation of a common demonstration pro-
cession, by instructing their “organisers” to cul off the much
sinaller Reformist procession by force. The Indepenaents, who
did not wish to expose themselves to provocation, continued their
march separately, but their procession was repeatédly attacked
by the social democratic students who felt safe under the pro-
téﬁcm of the police. ) |

The Conference widgs opened on April Oth “Wwith a .gpeech by
Danoy; 'the Secretary' of thé Bulgarian Trade Union League: His
v)e'eeﬁ"i-'n accordance with the high ailns of the Bulgarian and

hgosfavi fn ‘bourgeoisie, was confined to singing " praises
of the “spitit-of peace which had at last arrived in’the Balkans”,
and. the fratetnigation of Serbs and Bulgars. This fraternization
would dlso’f orxte ‘the trade unioft movement, ds the trade
‘unions ' ' wotitd ‘develop into one of 'the chief pillars of tlris
oco-Operation of the ‘Balkan peoples (the bourgeois govermments
being’ meant!). After m; speath of''welcomee of Mertens; the
Vice-President of the {: F. T, U., Sassenback spoke ou the already-
r{'::uﬁoned aims, of the 'Cgnierence. He, however, stated at once
that ‘these aims were by nd means of a politital nature. There

was no inteption of jinderfering with- the, political condiy;
- the Ballale, ‘Incidentally knimuw,wwdgmd&"‘“
of “thé ““defective~social policy” of- these—Governments wh,
practise’ the most reactionary oppression-of the workers.

A still clearer evidence of the foreign political significanc
of the Conference was:supplied by Pavitschevitsch, the delegate
of the Yugoslavian Reformist Trade Union Council, in y,
course of a great speech. He behaved us though it were 4o ,

uestion of a trade union oonference, spoke enthysiastically o
the fratermization between Yugoslavia and Bulgaria, and .
vocated with great skill the “conception” of a Balkan unge.
standing, for which Yugoslavia has ‘stood 'up officially in other

ts also. Not a word about the comifon aims of a g
tight against the sanguinary oppression of the much-tried apq

revolutionary workers of the Balkans. i

In order that the publicly announced aims of this “Trade
Union Conference” should not be forgotten, it was resolved 1
appoint three special commissions.

The first Commission concerned itself with the quesiions
of the right of coalition and assembly in the Balkan countries
which, as is well known, has been ‘trodden underfoot by 4|
the Governments.

The ' second, most important Commmission, oconcerned itself
with drawing up general trade.union principles for the Balkaps,
Here, among other things, the unity of the trade unions had 1
be dealt with and, as the cautions Sassenbach:wanted to comply
with the mood of the masses of workers, the Independent guess
were admitted to the work of the Commission o the extent thai
they were allowed {0 put their point of view: The representatives
of the I.F.T.U. doubtless realised that the leaders of the Re
formist Balkan trade unions are on the whole' generals withou
armies, and that the only way out for them would be {0 have
some kind of alliance with the independent trade unions who
possess the confidence of the masses. For thi§ reason they tried
to make ‘their Balkan representatives understand that union
® ™ The resolution passed with regard to this quest

e resolution pa with regari is_question recom-
mends the Reformisfp' organisations in pac?l{ ,_of,‘the Balkan coim-
tries fo carry Oh separate negotigtions for inity, and is elastic
enough to admit of beirng interpreted 'in apy way desired. The
resolution however miay, in certain circumstances and if the
will for unity Which prevails among the, workers is complied
with, serve the cause ol unity as, in comparison with the at
titude of the Balkan Reformjsts up 1o the present, it represems
a stg'[) forwards. o '

he third Coimmission dealt with ithe social pelitical demands,
especially the question of the refigees, which 18’ of emmnent im-
portance for the Balkans. The real demands of the workes
however, concerning wages, hours af ‘wonk, the protection and
insurance’ of workers, were disduséed very little. The resolution
passed in this_respect is expressed quite fuperficially and schem:
tically and only identifies itself in quite general terms with the
demands of the Balkan workers respecting the “improvement’
of the social legislation, which in reality is non-exisient, th
introduction of insurance, of sanitary conditions for the worker
and the raising of the “intellectual level” of the working class.

Apart from these hesitating and naive reproaches directed
at the Government regarding the' pitiful social conditions in the
Balkan countries, not a word is said i ’condemmation of the
sanguinary persecution of the workers by the despotic Govern-
ments of the' Balkan countries. On the other hand, in order ©
soothe the feelings to a certain extent, it was resolved t mte"
vene ‘with the I.F.T. U. as well as with the International Labowr
Bureau/and the League of Natiops in the question of the r*
hlm.x i I ) fte ‘i o

Edo Fimmen, also came to Sofia, as.the;international Sxre
fary of the transport workers, in, order to take part in ¢
t1th trade Union Congress of the Bulgarian railwaymen's unioh
which was held at the same time as the Balkan Gonference. His
behaviour, the eourageous stand he took for, umity at the 1
waymen’s congress, ‘whose , trade ' upion is at present M the
hapnds of the worst Zankoff socialists, is in gppss contrast @
the umity manoeuvres,of the Right Amsterdamexs. The workers
Sofia welcomed him most warmly, when, ai a meetipg of worke®
called; by the Reformists but entirely aumder the control ofd“*
dependent workers; he spake on his owp injtiative and expouf
the mépessity of unity in straightforward: tepms. »

" The Idépendent trade unions of Bulgaria which. sin¢ the
sz:mguinary destruction of the Workers’ Trade Union Federst®
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which had been affiliated to the R. I. L. U., 'are onice more uniting the
molutioml?' workers, 'addressed a manifesto ‘to the Trade Uiion
Conference in whichthe described to the foreign trade unions,
the position of the Bulgarian' workers who are ‘exploited by
sanguwinary — Oppression with pre-capitalistic methods (child
jabour, 12 hours and more work per day, prohibition of strikes
eic). The manifesto points out that the only way by which. the
Bulgarian workers. can be helped to rise again, is the realisation
of trade union umity, in which the delegates of the Balkan Con-
jerence are asked to assist.

As we see, this ‘Balkan’ Trade Union Conference of the
LE.T.U. was inaugurated by the Reformists with the direct
object of distracting the atiention of the Balkan proletariat from
the revolutionary class fight and further with the object of
supporting the Governments of the Balkan countries in preparing
jor a Balkan Locarno. Whatever the Reformists may once again
say and write- of one of their “victories”, whcih indeed they
do, although-laconically enough, in the official 1. F. T. U. bulletin,
this trade union conference, organised by them with pronounced
counter-revolutionary aims, has offered the révolutionary workers
of the Balkans the opportunity of manifesting their unflinching
determination {o- fight and their firm revolutionary will for
unity. and may in this way help to strengthen the idea of trade
pnion umty and 1o hasten the day of its realisation.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Big Strike in the Reschitza Iron Works
in Roumania.

Bucharest, 22nd April 1920.

It is now more than a month since a huge strike broke out
n the gretest industrial district in Roumania, in Reschitza. Up
to recently 7000 ‘'iron workers were participating in the move-
ment. Now, as the result of the lock-out of the coal miners of
these works, who had been guilty of the terrible crime of giving
uJ) a day’s wages for the sirikers, the number of those rendered
idle has now grown to about 10,000.

Roumania is known abroad as the land of white terror and
corruption. The strike of Reschitza reveals Roumania as a land
of scandalous and bloody exploitation.

In Reschitza the workers receive daily wages ranging from
60 to 150 Lei (10 Lei are about a French Franc). They are
housed in dwellings — Resohitza is not a big town but an
enormous labour colony — which are worse than stables, for
which they have to pay 500 to 1000 Lei a month. Thus a third
to one half of their wages is taken up in rent. Byt food in this
district, as a resplt of a form of truck system, is much dearer
than in other parts of the country. It is not surprising, there-
fore, that the warkers are living from roots which are collected
by their scrofulous, ragged and under-fed children in the sur-
rounding forests,

The causes of the strike, therefore, are easy to be under-
stood. The wage-index amounts on the average to 20—25, the
food-index to 60. The workers demanded an increase of wages
of 25-30%. The Company, after lang negotiations, scornfully
ofiered them a 5% increase. Thereupon the workers unanimous!y
decided to strike.

T'he management resorted 10 various pieces of trickery in
order to defeat’ the strike. Thus unskilled workers from the
neighbouring quarries were brought into the works and were
mst~ucted to beat aimiessly with their hammers in order to
create the impression outside that work was in full swing. The
Stlflkcrs. however, soon saw through this manoeuvre as they
were able to see ffrom a neighbouring eminence what the “work”
consisted in, i ' i

After the failure of this' manoeuvre, the management and the
authorities resorted to a provocation. By means of spies they
%}J};«i the rumour to be spread that 'strike pay from 1000 to
o lh()‘L'e‘l was 1o/ -be paid out in'the'trade union premises. The
01 rities thereby hoped -that the misled workers would at
be"“ Assemble round the trade union premises and could easily
Shoﬂ:dde to believe that the leaders had stolen the money, which

;de lead 'to disturbances and 1o bloody intervention on the
E‘“redo the authorities. But this attempt to throttle the strike also
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semit "1,  Professor Cuza, - the ileader of :the: fascist anti-

1es, was invited to come to Reschitza and to “pursuade”’

the “misguided” workers to resume work. The result of this
“visit” is not yet knewn.

. In the meantime the Siguranza (Secret Police) and the
military who were concentrated around Reschitza, commenced
savage perseoutions. The foreign skilled workers were arrested
and given the choice of leavin,iethe country or returning to work.

Although in Reschitza the reformists are at the head of
th«; trade umions (the unitarian organisation was dissolved in
1924 by the Siguranza), the unitarian umion sent its general
secretary to participate in the leadership of the strike and the
organisation of relief action. All unitarian organisations pledged
themselves to contribute to the strike fund, and in addition to
this regular public collections for the strikers were held.

By this means considerable sums were collected and there
was revealed, by deeds and against the will of he reformist
leaders, the solidarity of the unitarian trade unions and their
sincere desire for unity,

_The Unitarian Metal workers’ Federation used the oppor-
tunity in order to submit once again ils proposals for unity to
the reformist organisation, and at the same time got into touch
with the local trade union engaged in the strike in order to
show the strikers the necessity of unity. The strike leaders
declared themselves ready to consider the question of unity.

In order to curb the haughtiness of the employers of
Rowmania, to develop the feeling of solidarity and to promote
the will to unity, the international working class must raise a
protest against the terror of the authorities and hasten to the
aid of these 30,000 who are starving as a resulf of the strike of
the 10,000 Roumanian workers of Reschitza,

UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS.

The Economi¢ Situation of the Soviet
Union and the Economic Policy of the C. P.
of the Soviet Union.

Resoluticn of the C. C. Plenum of the C. P. of the Soviét Union.
I

The fundamental fact which determined the strengthening of
the proletarian dictatorship and the raising of the international
importance of the Soviet is the rapid growth of the productive
forces ol the country in the direction of strengthening the pre-
ponderance of the socialist elements in the national economy.
This growth was the result of the policy of the Party which, on
the basis of the New Economic Policy, has led to the consoli-
dation of the alliance bewween industry and agriculture and to
the consolidation of the leading position of State industry in
the whole national economy. This development took place under
disproportionate conditions, which had arisen historically, bet-
ween the development of industry and agriculture and of the
general economuc backwardness of the country.

The centre point of the New Economic Policy in s early
years was the task of restoring agriculture as rapidly as possible
as the starting point oi the fight against economic devastation
in town and oountry, ithe task of creating a basis of
raw material and [oodstuffs for the development of industry and
the creation of a market for its products. Industry, which relies
on the growth of agriculture and on the ever-increasing power
of absorbtion of the peasant market and adapts itself to s
requirements, increased its production in the economiic jcar
1924/25 by 64% and in the current economic year by about
30—40%.

In spite of this growth of industry, the country still has
to pass through a long -period,in which indusirial production
will be out of proportion to the demands on production .«nd
consumption which are growing still more rapidly. The result
oi this phenomeuon is, the acute hynger for industrial goods.
In this situation, the development of industry and the industria-
lisation of the country altogether is the decisive task, on the success-
ful carrying out of which depends the further development of
the whole national economy on the road to the victory of
sooialism, "

v |
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The industrialisation .of the country and the increase of the
stare of industrial  products at- the stage of development of
industry which, as:een reached, is at present meeting with
specific/ difficulties. - Industry  has almost ‘entirely «seJ up the




1
|
|

__ Ipternatioual Press forrgpandence,

No. 35

stock capital . which bad. been leit bebind  from ithe  bourgeois,
epoch and, in its further 'development, A HOW faced, : by, the
necessity of re-equipping the. fagtories: and. of bhuilding new
¢ faclories, which again depends entirely on,the.amount of accu-
mulated. means which: cani be .igvested in the interest of the
extension of industry. . - . . oLt b iy
' The expropriation :of the unproductive classes (bourgeoisie
and ! nobility) the annulment of the debts, the concentration of
the income from industry, home and foreign trade-andi the whole
system of credit in the haids'of the State etc. — al} this in itself
provides the possibility of am acoumulation of this kind within
the icountry, which- guardntees theipace of development of indu-
stry which is necessary -for socialist construction: U
"This task however can'only be fulfilled successfully in so
far as the Party manages, on the one hand, fo pirt into practice
throughout the country a regime of strict econoniy-and'a releat-
less fight against any superfluous unproductive expenditure and,
on the other hand, to increase the influx of the private means
of the ropulation into -every kind of ¢redit and co-operative
institition’ and to get hold of these means ‘through State 'loans,
so fhat the' savings in ‘question 'may be' used 'for the further
dévelonment of the prodiictive forces of the coutry and above
all of dritystryt "+t Tl Bl S b
~_The rate of 'tb_e',,‘int;'rea,sei “of Ec,«ml; capital a?déiott eébhe'! qxeé
equipment of industry as well sm rovement of “techiqu
and ~the ‘iﬁ%ﬂsiﬂw"éf -ﬂygzr‘ﬁwf e depenids. lgzﬂg{ on  the
successiul development of our. p;por}l@ liyisies and ot the im-
portation of the necessary. ma‘,y;:"hmes, the necessary raw” materials,

the, necessary. semi-manufactured goods for  industry and _of

agriculturaly ir - Aor, thig. redsag,. th '@'E‘;‘ e of ou
axporis is,an,! «‘gcﬁa‘gé r,the - ¥ ftgatlon o‘
the-coumry-and the- eration -of-the- develovine industry!

The, Rarty, ol the Stale: ayat ysiamatippliy tae. e me-
vegsary measurgs to free our econpmy from its depend@.nce on
thfzs capitalist countries. ('This ' ‘dependencéd betdrie particarly
noticeable in the present year when our

ational economy was
approaching the ‘end *of' its’ pariodCof- 'oxﬁl’ructiqn and had
wsed, un.the- whole of the technichal equipment -which, had 1€
mained behind from pre-revolutionary times. Consequenily we
must, besides forcing the export of the products of agrioulture
and- forestry and developing and' improving' industrial “export
(naphta and other mineral riches, efc.), take particularly ener-
getic’ measures to furthér those branches of industry in wl}loh
our dependehce on foreign countriés is- most keenty felt. ‘The
deveélopment of the prodyction of cotton, sheap-breeding, ‘the
increase of copper-mining and of the production of dron and
steel, development of the engineering industry etc. must receive
particular attention. ‘ :

The possibility of hindrances in foreign trade as well as
the inevitability of disoroportion = between the individual
branches of our industry, which, as ' a result ‘of the
existerice of the market and the predomtinance of irregular
elements in agriculture, is subject to frequent fluctuations of the
market, demand that the Siate should hold sufficient reserves
in its hands. This is one of the conditions necessary for the
svstematic conduct of the economic life of our countryv. For this
reason such reserves must be provided in’ the State Budget, in
inreign trade, in industry, in the supply of corn, in the defence
of the country etc. ) '

In the present period of the construetion of mnew factories,
special importance attaches to the development of ‘the principle
of systematical management and to carrving through a strict
plan of discipline in the activities of all Siate functionaries. /\ll
activiftes with any degree of importance for the constriction
of new factories — whether of State or local intportance —
sspecially must be brought into harmony -with: the general
cconontic plan. A stop miist deeisively be put tovbuitding con-
struction umdertaken snontaneously ‘and. individually, whicl leads
to. frittering away and ynéconomieal use’of mearns and material.
The part played by the functionaries of plained: systerimatic
economdics gt ‘be increased in this field more than elsawhere.

At the same time as we combat separatism in'our systematic
ecortonty and the ‘irresponsible working out and carrying out of
plans, we must see that the higher functionaries for systematic
economy are freed from the petty supervision of the accounts of
the officials subordiriate 16! them. 1 ess attention' should ube paid
thanthitherto to questiors: of lletail with regard o plans ofrexploi-
tdtion,” ‘whilst on ‘the other’ hand the responsibility ibf the -func-
tbndrfes 'who carry’ thémvout, should be' increassd. Ad.the: same

il
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operatiop must pags, before, they are fi copfmed, ‘st pe
reduced a0d there, st be 2 girict limigfion 4l cpmptience o
e individual ifitufions. for. plinged Sys ..T"@!\'F £5000my which
have the final decision on the variqus quesfions. .

A higher quality, of the plans drawg "tﬂmi timely con.
firmation. and L&;e‘co\‘lg::e,nir.mon of 1h¢”ag;§n on ol the I:ading
functionacies for planged systematic ¢cononty on fhe main ‘a.f;
of ,%Mnned systematic ‘eponomy can ouly be achigved under thag
conditions, o dlerhs M s

The immediate tasks of economic -d eloppent in the period
1:eionehu.s consist in. ageglerating acaum:\; o0, i making au ap
propriate. use of the weans accwpulated and in .ﬁar;ng au! mach
more strictly; than hitherto the principle 'of - planned  systematic
€conIon1y. o o

! . HI' ' Y. ")

In addition to the general disproporiion betweey the develoy
ment of agriculture and industry, a disproportion 0an at presen
be observed, on the one hgad, between she development of the
transpoct system and of industry. as.a. whole, and.on the oier
hand,. between. 'the, development of  the., individual, branches of
industry, The transport system has already. became that lik i
the system of the Soviet, management,. without the developmen
of which a further increase of the traific. of goods withiu the

odustion-of-fuel

time, the, numper af ~.d¢pmm¢l_ysnﬁwp ”'?{WF 5‘“‘" plans of

unmy-is-&mpossiblw—li?boﬁ h@ﬂd'w 20 tg); -.nj
st : 1011, 1 aregar behin
ll;le Zﬂmn%%e 'mﬁ'?kel/du\i}ﬂ‘r dcvjcgpmem of

i stry 16 ‘ﬂierefb?e‘hécesszry,‘fﬂ*mmeglﬂa1in% !Pe
rapsporg jof. S | g A More eqongmic yse ci thy
m’e;‘; ':A"lra’rfmﬂt” nﬂa&% %ﬁér,%b&é%}?% expand the
means of transport in the; g lindystry, the production of
fuel and buildilr';g mater'kiﬁl'smflg?iu %g élec?r%ﬁcalion in such a wa
that the difficulties in the'supply to the other branches of .
dustryy the .increasing goods .traffic .and. the building of houses
can be rema Honsginod Lo GRIPT I

.+ In order to prevemt a repeatition oi,,‘fugllgiuft;guh:es i the
future.swe imwst. do-flay,u apart irom making Ppetter uss. of and
rationalisiug the existing feel.undextakings, devote moye atteation
ta- thenopening up ofnew: ccal andinaphtn fields, . ..

The Party and the State: mustudu the oqming pegiod, rleal
with the housing question with particular, gate,. as the housing
crisis irterferes, with the. further growth of industry and waih
the improvement of the material position of the workers,

o 7

V. ;

_ The objective’ economic difticiitties' of thé'?\‘_cs’ent pericd have
been intensified 'during’ the “ctirrent year ’?Z' faiftres in the mo-
nagement’ of plajiried systematic econdémy which ‘have found ex-
préssionin exaggerated plans for collecting corn, for expo:
import, currency apd credit, and in this connection”also, of the
programnie of tgg development of industry ‘and of the investnent
of capital. These iq,ilu‘res in, the drawing up And carrying out of
plans, have rendéred the shortage of goods still more acut .

The general expansion of agrig l1ur3}, produdtion, the -
creased surplus of agrictliural pro,’@Eip, ¢ reduced taxanon.‘.}f
the peasant poptﬂapén and the considerable rise in the prl’m
of carn - which 1s to be aftributed largely fo the misiaken
forcing of the collection. of corn — have produced a great wr-
crease in the demand made by the villages. ~ . )

The tremendoys growth of the demands made by fh: fowns
and by industry, to meet which money js forthooming, s €
plained by: firstly the considerable increase of wages since ”}f
middle of 1025 (and a corresponding increage of ‘the amoudnt
spant an social insurance), through which ingsses.of new u‘,m.f
were attracted into. production whilst the,ingrease, of the p;oiu»i
tivity, of labour came to a st smill.;v‘seqopdg. the gnlargement 0
ithe staff and additional superfluous™ expenses on the part bgl
of - badies -financed by ithe State. and of those om a. ocmm.v:rt'mii
basis,including; State tradiug  and. the Co-operalives; th.rdly 2
start’ heing made in; carrying; through/ the -programme 0{ l}l"c
vestments ofcapital, which will auly yield- an.increase 0 t
amount of gootls.at some remote time and., e'mptd:develugmﬁlrl
of -heavj: industry . -which brings about 'a rfurther ' deman
manufactured:goods. 't fathy gl

alt Further; the linfluence. of a certain, indreage ok private aﬂ;"
nnitation ' has'+ béen felt in-the fieldi of ‘goods tnaific, eépe“u
in view of the disproportion between wholesale and retail plf‘lith
and in4he growth of theé demarnds of the urbanbpopulation W
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countcy, has A} mshc&g&he\iqtroduction of .industria) products
”n\o.mc \'ﬂlﬂ&%ﬂ‘ﬁd‘{h_ ‘reduced’ the 'suﬁﬁly'ol'lﬁé’god\teo?;lof
peasant farming. Al this pgp‘(w:rgull Jn a rise in the general
jevel o1 prices, a great increase of the ‘difference between retail
ud wholesale prices; has rendered. more difficult the carrying
out oi the plans for collecting corn and the .plans for export
and nmport connected, wigi them, and has creafed difficuliies
w the ciculatiop of money. The reduction of thé plan for col-
lecting corn, which, was in’ the circumstaices ingvitable, invotved
cunng down the plan for export and import %ﬂ thus made it
questionable whether; it would be possible to athieve a positive
wrade balance and finally salvency in the presert yéar, This meant
1 danger tor the stabjlity of the currency, which was all the
more serious, as we had an adverse trade balance last - ear,

Ihe reduction of the plap for ipport and credit made it ne-
wssary lo revise the plan for the development of industry also
and to bring it into line .with he means ate?ihp‘ disposal of the
State. - ‘ i
Jn ceptain branches of industry — especially those branches
the activity of whieh ds.dependent on the import of taw materials
irom abroad, of semi-manufactured goods and iechnical equip-
memt — this resulted in a certain slackening of the pace of
development in the ourrent year,

The solution of dhe difliculties of the present econom.c vear
does not exclude - the: possibility of the occurrence of new dif-
ficulties 1n the future; especially when the new harvests are
sold. At present we have not the necessary means.at.our disposal
for determining the amount of the new harvests and to make
even an approximate plan for their realisation. It 1s, however,
highly probable that State industry will again be insuificiently
equipped after. the new harvest and will be lacking in the ne-
wessary reserves of both raw materials and manufactured gools,
In order to ensure a normal traific in goods in the village at
the time when ithe néw harvest is reatised, the C.C. Plenum
commissions the Polit bureau to take supplemeniary measures
for increasing' the quamtity of industridl goods, especially by
extending'as’far' as possible the import of raw’ materials for :he
extile and leather 'industry and, in case of extreme necessity, by
the import of ready-made :goods.

In addition to these measures it is necessary, in the interest
of the rediiction of the general level of prices, that the working
costs of the apparatus for collecting corn should be reduced
i lar as possible in all stages of the coljection of corn.

As large industry cannot possibly, in the near future, ent re-

¥ statsfy the demands for industrial products which ocould be
mid fyrin ready money, it is necessary for the sake of al-
leviating the shortage of goods, to encourage in every way lhe
development ol provincial industry, both that of the Staie znd
of small private firms, especially those factories which are run
on local sources of fuel.
_\lthough the difficulties referred to exist, the growih of the
mpo-tance of our industry and of the working class in the
whol svstem of our economics is continuing in the current
vear. Industry indeed is growing much more rapidly than all the
other branches of economiics in the Soviet Union. The total pro-
diction of industry Will increase by about 30—40% in propor-
ton to the production of last year. For the first time, considerable
Mans are being invested in re-equipment and 'the building of
tew factories in industry, which will make it possible to extend
sty in the subsequent years.

V.

Ihe difficulties which have cropped up in the process of
fonomic growth do not make the development of the alliance but-
Ween the working class apd the peasanfry on the basis of co-
(peration between State industry and dgriciture less urgent,
uton the comtrary, jncrease its urgency.

" l:l:lust"y. wifl not overcome the ‘difc;”{cuhies which stand in
Te Way of its further expansion and raise the. necessary capital
I3!35'.h‘:n J)urpose, unless the' f}urther“dewlopmpm ol agriculture

sured. . =

(a2 this réason, all the resolutiorié “pissed- by the Party
g’u"‘,h Party' Confétence 'and fdth Pdﬂy’e‘g?gré&) and by ‘the
: viet .Powe{f—wﬁh"f'eéar.ar'fo"pé ing “peasant’ farming and
Mproving fhé nosition of masses o? asats, st be'carried
ouf in theit ehmefy." W e AL U ER A
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The: increase oi the productive farces in:the village is pro-
ceeding through a contest between the wvarious social groups of
‘he peasantry. The ipevitable increase: of the strength of the
Kulaks in the present period of the New, Economic, olicy and
the struggle ol these elements to gain predoininance in the vil-
lage, places before the Party the task of consplidating and ex-
tending the economic and ‘political coroperation of the p.ole-
tariat with the large masses of the middle and poor peasantry.
This task should be accomplished by:. firstly cousolidating the
alliance between the proletariat and the village poor with the
middle peasantry for the purpose of isolating the Kulaks and,
secondly, by giving matecial support to and organising the village
poor againsi the Kuylaks. Apart from possibly enlarging the
special relief fund for the village poor which was started in the
current year, and from liberating the poorest among the peasints
from agricultural taxation, a system of wider measures for the
support of the village poor must be worked out. The Party
should studv  with special care the experiences made with
labour in the villages and the development of conditions of
tenancy, and must take measures to regulate the practice of
labour and wages conditions, so as 1o put a check on the at-
tempts at exploitation on the nart of the Kulaks, and to protect
the interests of the village poor.

VI

The stage which has been reached in the exchange of goods
and money and the accumulation in the villages, as well as the
necessity of regulating this accumulation in accordance with the
interests of the proletarian State, demsnd that a systam of taxa-
ton of the peasantry should be worked out which would relieve
the burden of taxation of the poorer peasants, which, in its
type, would anproach most nearly to the svstem of income tax.

The following imnortant changes are therefore necessary in
the structure of the un'form agricultural taxation: '

a) The income on which the taxation is based, should be
determined, not in kind but in money;

by sources of income of the peasant ponulation (wine-
growins  bee-keeping, gardening, market-pardening, if these og-
cumations are carried on commercially  further money earned
in other wavs than Ly agriculture ete) which were nreviousty
not eount=d at all o~ 10 an insufficiont’ degree, mwust nov be
included as ohjects of taxation;

c) the rates of assessment should be changed on the lines
of a more progressive scale, so that the ponrest groups are
freed entirelv and the burden of taxation is increased for the
wealthy and Kulak strata of the peasantry.

With regard to determining the sources of income apirt
from agriculture on which taxation shoutd be based, a more im-
portant part should be assigned to the local functionaries who
are best intormed as to the peculiarities of their district.

The total sum of the comprehensive agricultural taxstion ¢an
only be raised in proportion as the area under cultivation is
enlarged, the field of objects of taxation is extended and the
level of the yield of peasam farming is generally increased.

Out of the total sum of agriculiural 1axation, at l2ast two
thirds shonld be left to the local Soviet functionaries {municipal,
district and provincial functionaries) for satisiving local needs.

VIL

The development of co-operativé construction in the village.
in_particular of agricultural credit co-operatives and of agri-
cultural co-operatives, as well as the geveral improvement of
the economic position of the broad masses of the peasantry
afford the possibility of a further advance in enlisting the poor
and middle classes of peasants in socialist canstruction.

Socialist construction must embrace all branches of indusiry.
incleding agricuiture, The organisation of ‘the socialist eCONONY
in the Soviet Union can therefore .only be guaranteed if agricul-
ture develops on the lines of consolidating ‘its alliance with so-
cialist industry, of strengthening the part played bv the latter in
the whole ‘national ‘economy and of ithe increase of the socialist
elements in the village; the meost" important of which are the
¢o-operatives. . i e :

" The Plenum of the C.C. ‘states that the Party's resolutiois
(XIV. Party Conference’ and 14th Party Congress) with régrrd
to oo—ggerati've construction in the 'vil]ngt;, have not 'y'etbeet
complétely taketi wp or' sufticiéntly carried out by f{;e oolopetative
and 'Paﬂ{ot'ganl' tydns‘ ‘The 'Plemim'pledges ‘alt' Patty membdrb
to' tcondehtrate: ﬂ\gyr attention ‘on cdrryihg out 1hé'Party resoht:
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tions referred to and in doing so to take the following tasks
especially into consideration.

1) The enlistment of really broad masses of the peasantry
in co-operative construction;

2) The inferests of 'the middle and poor peasant masses
should be” well protected in the Co-operatives and a fight carried
on against the attempts of the Kulak elements to exploit the Co-
operatives; ‘ )

3) Unproductive expense in affairs
operatives should be ruthlessly cut down; . )

' 4) the turnover of the Co-operatives should be increasingly
extended by reducing the part played by private capital, and by
ﬁg’-hting resolutely for the reduction ‘of retail prices.

5) measures should be taken to ensure the influx of the
deposits and savings of the broad masses of peasants into the
credit and co-operative system. T »

;.0) Every means must be used to enforce stricter credit
discinline. ' .

7) the special forms of Co-operatives which unite the
peasants in the sphere of production and above all in the in-
dustrialisation of agriculture should be established more firmly.

‘These tasks can only be fulfilled if there is a general im-
provement in the activity of the Co-operatives, if their authority
in the economic life of the peasant masses is increased and if
the eligibility of their functionarie$ and their responsibility 1o the
population is really guaranteed.

VI

On the grounds of the above arguments, the Plenum of the
Central Committee calls upon'all Party otrganisations to be gui-
ded by the following directions in' solving the actual tasks of
the' immediate future: : . .

a) in the sphere of the money fissue and credit policy: by the
necessity of bringing about, in"the course of the next few months,
an appropriate relation between the money in circulation in the
country and the masses of goods in circulation, and of only
permitting an increase of issue in so far as resulis can be ob-
tained by raising the purchasing power of the rouble. )

b) In the sphere of the turnover of goods: by the necessity
of achieving a decided reduction in retail prices. In connection
with the widening of the disparity between retail and wholesale
prices, the questions of organising the market and of fighting for
a reduction of retail prices acquire unusual significance. Success
in the collection of grain, and with it in carrying out the plan
of export; an actual increase of wages, success in the fight against
the accumulation of private capital, all these depend entirely
on a further reduction of retail prices both of industrial goods
and of agricultural products. The attention of the trade unions,
of State industry, of State officials, and gbovg all of the Co-
operatives must be concentrated on this fight in the immediate
fulure. .
¢) In the sphere of wages policy, the Plenum of the C.C.
states that the measures taken at the beginning of the economic
year fo- generally increasing wages, and the most recent mea-
sures of the Polit bureau (Feb. 1926) for increasing wages in
coal mining, transport and means of communication (post, tele-
graph, telephone etc.) were the right ones, and proposes that lor
the rest of the current economic year, we should be guided by
the necessity of ensuring the rate of wages already attained.
At the same time, it is necessary to take decisive measures for
incrersing the producjivity of labour both through the rationali-
sation of production, especially by more complete equipment,
inceasing the qualification of the workers, improving the or-
ganisat'on in factories and works and, through making better
use of the working day, enforcing a stricter discipline in woik,
fighung agamst loss of working time and so on.

The measures taken by the Party are directed towards ac-
tually ensuring the level of wages reached. In order that these
mezsu-es should be carried into effect in correspondence with the
general growth of the forces of production, the development of
industry and the increase of the productivity of labour, it'is :e-
cessary to ensure a further increase of wages.

d) As regards the investment of capital in industry, the
State Budgot and. the formation of a special reserve for the Na-
tional Budget,.the decisions of the Polit bureau of Feb. 25th of
this year should be carried out.

e As regards the plan of import and expprt for the year
192526 and the formation of a reserve for foreign trade, the
decisions of the Polit bureau of Jan. 21st 1926 are authoritative.

conoerning the Co-

IN THE INTERNATIONAL |

The Situation in the Communist Par:y—
of Germany.
By P. R. Dietrich (Berlin).

The VI. Session of the Enlarged Executive of the C. I s
declared in the resolution on the German question that the
Party, in spite of many shortcomings which stll exist, both i
regard to reorganisation and in the ideological front and the
training of the membership, has a number of successes to record
since the appearance of the Open Letter, The policy now baing
conducted by the present party leadership, of the corren
application of the united front tactics for winning the prole-
tarian masses, has not only increased the activity of the Party
membership, but considerably promoted the political influence
of the Party among the working class. The basis of the Par
has widened. Influence in the free {rade unions has grown, in
spite of all the counter-measures of the trade union bureaucrac
— a fact which even the “Vorwirts”, which almost da
announces the demise of the C.P. of Germany, can no longer
deny. The relations of the Commamist workers to the social
democratic workers have considerably altered from what the
were a year ago. _ I ’

With regard to inner Party conditions, in the ideological
training of the membership, considerable progress is to be
recorded, in spite of all existing shortcomings. A prooi of this
is to be seen'in the ideological level of the present inner Pary
disoussions: not only in the body of functionaries of the Pary,
but even in the smallest units of the organisation, in the smalles
factory and street nuclei there is to be seen the effort to bring
to the fore-front the essential principles mwvolved in the ques-
tions at issue.

In spite of these recognised successes of the Party there
are comrades who feel themselves called upon to prodaim a
crisis in the C.P.of Germany. These comrades do not care
in the least that with their war-cries they only create confusion
in the Party-and thereby hinder its advance. They are not al
all concerned that, by their cackling they furmish the social de
mocratic press with material for concealing the severe crisis
which at present exists in the Social Democratic Party of
Germany. These comrades require a ‘‘crisis” in the Party, it »
their only political platform. , )

That which we regard as a “crisis in the C.P. of Germany
is in reality nothing else than the final effects of the crisis
the Party, which, with-all its danger for the further developmen
of the Party, has been ruthlessly indicated by the Open Leftr.
The manner in which the whole Party today reacts to this ey
of crisis of these comrades. shows that the Party us now under-
going a process of inner consolidation, of organisatory sireng:
thening, and thereby of increasing political influence in the
German working class.

,ermO'f what dogs the crisis in the C.P. G., proclaimed by thest
comrades, consist? The Open Letter has already given an ur
mistakable reply to this question. The Party, by following ”}‘\‘
policy of the®Open Letter, has already pushed into the back
ground the ultra-Left tendencies in the Party. The Uhmb-l.en;
represent to~day no apnosition on principle in the Party. but
small group whose influence is daily becoming less. .
The VI. Enlarged Executive has pledged the entire 13!1\ 310
overcome these Tﬁtra—Lctt groupings, who, in spite ol QlU:
attempts to differentiate themselves from each other, rcj\rw‘!}l
in the most dec'sive political questions the same non-c«'n)nzmnwn
views, as being “the real disturbing elemen_ts in the IJ."‘,‘-“;{
order fo render the Party capable of winnimg the masses
the revolution”. -
The development af the ultra-left after the Enlargel in‘il;'
tive has fully confirmed the characterisation of the l"”?;.on‘
groups contained in the Resolution on thg German (Jues Ilht;
The leaders of the various ultra-Left groups have, since s
Enlarged Executive, alienated themselves still further from
Comintern and the C.P. of Germany. - olsherid

The Korsch-Schwarz group, by its open anti-bols
attack upon the policy of the Executive and of ,lhei(’?;'&;“‘g
Party, as well as upon Sowviet Russia, has placed llSél‘ O’n A
the rapks of the Party. The views set forth by Kor,Sthicil i
fractional circulars and in his theses prove fhat Kors

\
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already arrived at thé same position as Kautsky, who is a
conscious counter-revolutionary. Korsch’s “theoretical basis” is
a speculation, upon  the victory of all the forces ~opposing the
realisation of sgl;xmst construction in Soviet Russia, as well as
on the overcoming of Leninism by reformism. How little Korsch
pas in comuon with the Party was shown by his attitude at
the Conference of the political secretaries and'editors, at which,
when asked Dy comrade Thilmann whether he was prepared
w lay down his Reichstag mandate given to him by the Party,
he gave an evasive answer and declared that he must first speak
with his friends — among whom is to be found, as has been
proved, the remegade and traitor Katz. The Korsch-Schwarz
geoup has no 'f- owing in the Party. Should they- follow the
wiy of Levi, Friesland, Souvarine and Hoeglung they will not
be Tollowed bi a single worker in the Party.

" The Urbahns-Ruth Fischer group is the group of entire lack
of all principle “on principle”. So far as documents of this
group, 1 the form of declarations and resolutions, are available.
this group im, its attitude to the decisions of the XIV. Party
Conference of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the
VI knlarged Executive as well as to the policy and inner-Party
position of the C. P. of Germany only differs in terminology from
Korsch. The anti-bolshevism which finds open expression in the
documents of Korsch and Schwarz appear in a veiled and hidden
form with Urbahns and Co.

In the same way as Korsch and Schwarz overstep all Party
discipline and consiously set out to destroy Party unity, so we
also see in the Urbahns-Ruth Fischer group daily new attempts
w create a fraction fight in the Party. Regardless of the most
dementary rules of revolutionary Party discipline, comrade
Urbahns and his friends seek to shake the authority of the
leadership of the Party and to awaken doubt and mistrust in
the leadership of the Comintern,

The entire insignificance of both the Korsch group and of
the Urbahns group found expression ai the National Conference
of political secretaries and ec’itors, and is also to be seen in the
present disoussion in the Party. The National Conference un-
animously decided, with only one abstention, to exclude Korsch
from further participation in the Conference. In the course of
the discussion . the Party not a single organisation of the
Party decided for the platorm of the Korsch group. At the
Reichs Conference Urbahns managed to get two votes for his
resolution.

The inner relationship between the Korsch and Urbahns
groups in the most important political questions, in their
attitude to the Comintern, and to the Soviet Union, has, after
the Enlarged =Executive, extended to (he group of Comrade
Waber, which devel out of the old Ultra-Lefi. Although the
group of Comrade Weber repudiafes every persomal connection
with Korsch and the Urbahns group, it does not differ essen-
tially from the completely non-conmmnist views of these groups.
The anti-Party’ and anti-Comintern attitude of the Weber group
iesults from the complete incapacity of appreciating the objective
stuation and the tasks of the Party arising from it. The criticism
of the policy of the Party by this group is a completely negative
one. Comrade Weber sees as the only result of the policy of
the Party since the Open Letter, the consolidation — not of the
CP. of Germany, but of the S.P.G. Comrade Weber makes
this assertion at a time when the S. P. G. is involved in a severe
trisis, which in Saxony already shows signs of an open split,
ta ime when even the bourgeoisie have {o admit the constant
‘icreasing success of the C. P. of Germany.

I'he discussion which is now being carried on in the Party,
on the broadest basis, on the decisions of the VI. Enlarged
Xecutive, has already shown that the overwhelming majority
of the Party has recognised the danger {o the further develop-
men of the Parly to a revolutionary mass Party which lies in
the wncommunist” apd partly open anti-bolshevist views of the
‘;a_rmus' ultra-Left groupings. The Party, in the course of further
iSCussion, will overcome the last renmamoi_the ultra-Lefi
bon-communist ideology and will weld the w le Party together
01[1 the line of the Comintern and under the

'(ilhthc C.P. of Germany. The more determinedly the Party
dg;&miigginst.tthemuligldiefl:e n(::_l{onl:nunisf views, the *moret
y At wil the s ' aipnst  the opportunis
d‘“’g;?rs and devaatiops which uis:%gtxt,o?gﬂle,dh]?éh&ivzpsimatiom
be hahe Party is gow on the march, It will not allow itself to

m in | 3
qigs_mgﬁ;?;&@.{ts approach to‘ . .massp:.,by the wltra-Left

present leadership
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In the (amp of Social Democracy

Noteworthy Speech by Stenhuis at the
Congress of the Dutch Social Democrats.

By H. 8. (Amsterdam).

The Dutch Social-Democratic Labour Party undoubtedly
belongs to the extreme Right Wing of the Second Internatiowai.
Its newspaper, “Het Volk”, breathes the spirit of the German
“Vorwirts" and never fails to take part in an attack made upon
the Soviet_ Union and the Russian labour movenient, According
to numerical strength it is the second of the Dutch political
parties, i. ¢. it ranks immediately after the Catholic State Party.
We are now living in the period in which the Dutch Social-
Democratic Party s doing its utmost to form a governrhent
coalition with the Catholic and petty bourgeois “Democratic
Party”. It is perfectly willing to make big concessions to the
Catholic elements. Although this atitude shows ever more
ciearly the rightward tendency of the Dutch Social-Democratic
Parly, no left opposition of any strength has as yet emerged. For
this reason special siguificance attaches to the big speech, which
R. Stenhuis, the president of the Dutch Federation of Trade
Unions (N. V. V.) made at the Congress of the Social-Democratic
Labour Party of Holland, held al Easter. In this speech Stenhuis
brings right into the foreground the views of the Left elemeals
of the Social-Democracy (Brailsford-Otto Bauer). His speech
had the effect of a bomb-shell on the Congress and caused great
exitement among the delegates, who had not anticipated auyﬂ\ing
of this kind. There was an encounter last year between Stenhuis
and the leaders of the Social-Democratic Party over the relation
of the Party to the trade-union movement. On that occasion he
advocated the reorganisation of the forces in the Dutch labour
movement and the fusion of the Party and the Trade-Union

Central into a Labour Party. The executive of the Party succee-

ded, however, (September 1025) in gefting Stenhuis to refrain
for several mouths from writing anything more coucerning his
viewpoint, nevertheless, he was invited to express his views
during the Cougress.

He availed himself of the opportunity, but he did not con-
fine his observations to the regrouping of forces. He treated this
matter as a secondary consideration. The principal affair was his
analysis of international relations, his criticism of the “old and
tried” methods of reformism, his damaging review of the Social-
Democratic policy in Holland and his demand for Iresh fighting
methods.

Stenhuis further emphatically opposed the attitude of the
former president of the Party, Vliegen, who has for many years
declared on principle agains{ the employment of extra-parliamen-
tary means, and he warned the Social-Democratic Party not
to adopt this attitude of Vliegen’s, for in case they did the
Social-Democratic Party would be excluded from the leadership
of the labour movement.

Before Stenhuis began his speech, the Party had chosen a
new president for the immediate fufure. The reformist, W.
Vliegen, who had been president of the Party for many years,
was succeeded by Henri Polak, President of the Dutch and
International Diamond Workers' Union. Polak is, undoubtedly,
the Samuel Gompers of the Duich frade-union movement
He is a good organiser, who has been able to create for the
special conditions of the diamond industry a strong organisation,
whose influence, however, has diminished considerably since the
war. He 1s a very decided opponent of the Russian” revolution
and of every revolutionary tendency and ijs, furthermore, a
combative individual who has several times had sharp encounters
with Stenhuis and other elements of the Dutch Trade Union
Federation.

This choice means that the leadership of the Dutch Social-
Democratic Party has moved even' further towards the Right
than it already was. AMer this choice if was clear that the
leaders of the Party would ‘repudiate the whole of Stenhuis¢
speech. This' they actually "diﬂ.e'g‘hey were of the omnion that
Stenhuis was giving way to desperation, that he had no faith
in a_htalthy labour movement, that' he was a pessimist and,
therefore, desjrons of leading ﬂIheTParfy and the tll'ildc“;mi‘on
movement ‘into 'the "Wrong 'path. 'They were naturally’ against
Stenhuls’ proposal tc‘;y elécgt }3 the Congress a comumi % yssa.‘g:i to
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invésiigate "more M6, ’ the"rgtaﬂ,bn*bemeen the ‘Pda;ty am:
he trade; /movement, uis’ ‘speech was regarded’ as a
hnsult Y0 o0 Pacy it 15 T Teadt apioe, movermens The trade
union leader, Brautigam, transport worker, declared  that "he
would' ‘call ‘Sterifiuis to:account 'at the Congress of the ‘Dutch
Trade Union Federation. )
'“'M!er 'lm cont’!usicc}nn of the Congress the whole ‘Press ex-
patiated upon Stenhuis’ speech, The former Catholic Mlnllsigr:
Agpalberse, declared that the Congress had been a Stevhuis
Congress, despite the fact, that Stenhuis had been repudiated.
Although Aaalberse expressed satisfaction with the lact that

¢ moderate eleménts won the victory, he still holds the view

t the Dutch Social-Democratie Party has not yet settled the
h'u'e'éiion of the relatjon btitween the Party and the trade union
movement and the other more important question of parlja-
mentary action or revolutionary action. At the conclusion of
the. Congress the '‘Social-Democratic daily, “Het VolX”", again
repudiated” Stenhuis and his " theory.

THE CO-OPERRTIVE MOVEMENT

The 40th Congress of the Co-operatives
of the U. S. S. R.

Karl Bittel (Moscow).

The 40th Co-operative Congress of the Soviet Union was
held in the trade union house in Moscow fram the 5th — 12th
of April 1926, 1t is the 6th Congress of the “Centrosoyus” since
the ober revolution. i was attended by 6605 delegates entitled
to vote from the Co-operatives ol the whole Union. The move-
ment has made enormous progress in the last few years. The
following gives a numerical ‘Survey:

Siatistics of the Co-operative Organisation of the U.S. S. R.

Members Unions Stores
Oct. 1st 1924 7,304,831 22,641 37,009
Oct. 1:t 1925 9,437,008 25,536 50,961

The furnover of all the Co-operatives and lhelr' central
leagues has risen from 2,05 milliards to 3,7 milliards, 2,22 mil-
liards of which was the turnover of the local co-operatives.

Side: by side with the Consumers’ Co-operative Store move-
went, there is in the U.S.8.R. a wide-spread agricultural co-
operative movement, the central league of which is the
‘éclskosoyus”. It includes 40,000 Co-operatives with 3 million
peasant families and a furppver -of 096 millions. '

The Congress of the 1) million co-operative mentbers began
with an internationaJ meefing. The first speaker was Comrade
Clara Zetkin who brought greetings from the Communist
International and coungratulated the Soviet Co-operalive move-
ment on the great progress it had made, -

Comrade, Kalinin, who spoke in the name of the Communist
party of the' Soviet Uni‘()uf iin fhe‘ name of the Soviet Govern-
ment was received with frantic ‘applause. )
nfntSir %‘homas ‘Allen, the director of the Fnglish Wholesale
Co-operative Society in Manchester was present, representing
the Co-operative International. He congratulated the Russian
Co-operative movement on its tremendous progress and ex-
pressed his disapproval of the calummiators, who are still
carrying on their Work abroad. 'He stronglé condemmned  the
tendencious book of the International l.abour Bureau in Geneva
which has just appeared. He emphasised the fact that con-
fidence in the power of the Russian Co-operative movement is
constantly increasing, in spite of all the differences of opinion
which exist with regard to the question of international co-
o v licy. o

pe’:flgpﬁesz(:ua'tivcs of the Co-operative Union of Great Bl_‘lt(:}ll},
of the. English and Scotch Co-operative Wholesale Societies,
of the \‘Eorinrs’ Co-operatives of Finland and Denmark and the
representative -of a Communist Co-operative Soc.xegﬁ‘ v’: olf’atlii;
then ke. Although there was again no represen ‘

(;ermiﬁo(lentra; JLeague angd its G. % G. (Co-operative Wholesale
Society) - present, the hostile front of the German co-aperative
bureaucracy was broken through this year in that a leading
socia), democratic co-operator, Hans Bauer from Munjch, the
manager of the Co-operative Society in that city and at the same

time a member. of the supervisory copncil of the Hnn\burg
G. E, G, spoke,.at, the Congress, BElearees

As has been the custom every yed,f’, ll;e business repory o
the Centrosoyus, was given by Comrade CHimtchuk He yeeq
ligures to show that a strong davelopmenit ha aken place in the
co-operative movemient, that the turnover of the local Cooperafyy,
Societies had Leen doubled, that the membership had ncreased
by more than two millions and he pointed out the prog-es
which had been made in the thorough organisation in 1he co.
operative systen. Comrade Chintchuk gave an’ analysis of i,
geuneral position ol the Soviel économy and of the co-operatiy,
situation. He pointed out the difficulties whxch,( in“his opinion
are definitely connected with growth.” Some “difficultics arice
for the co-operative movement, es:FcchTy')yhh (regard 1o the
reduction of goods ‘and money credits, From the re<arrangemen
of the Stat¢ economic plan, in consequence of the dim nufion
of exports, of fhe increasing development of heavy industry
and of industrialisation. The State trugts have a commerciy)
network of their own; the fight for a larger share of goods ang
for better terms of delivery must be carried od, It is a gigant¢
1ask to supply 10 million members. The purchasing power, and
with it the demand for goods has increpsed.” The turnover .
the local Co-operatives has increased from 1175 to 2223 mj.
lions. The whole co-operative trade amounts to-day to 20,17
(1923/24 it was 123%) of the total turnover of the U.S 8}
whilst 41,1% (34.9) is in the hands of State tfade. The businew
costs now only amount to 23% and the extra prices to 1.3,
The total amount of the capital of the Co-opefative Societies i«
1231 millions, of which 12,4% is their own capital and &7
borrowed capital. The production of the’ Centrosoyus amsunted
to 433 millions and will be increased in the current ve
by more than 70%. The loss of 568,000 roubles, indicatel i
the balance-accounts had arisen through the’ 'wrmng_ofi of old
debts founded on bills of excharge and throtigh unpaid accounts
from former times, as well ‘as through losses consequent on the
State regulation of prices for corn and meat. Altogether the
economic and financial position of the Centrosoyus was con-
siderably strengthened, and the balance of Feb. 1st alreads
showed a gain of 4 mi]libq' roubles. .

With regard to inteymational relations, it'‘was reported thal
they continue 1o devélop favourably; that busm%'s connections
exist with' the’ lish and Scotfish Co-opérative Wholesale
Societics in particular; but also with thé Belgian and French.

The special report of the Central Workers’ Section empha-
sised the neécessity of the closest co-operafion with the trade
unions and described it as the chief task that real wages should
be raised through the reduction’ of co-operative prices. The
report of fhe Transport Workers’ Section showed ‘that 75”,.’ of
alt railwaymen are organised in'Co-operatives and that 44% of
their wages were spent in the co-operative‘stotes. The report ol
the Revision Commission concerned itse)f with a criticim o
the trade in grain and of the clumsiness of the staffing apparaivs.

The discussion was extremely animated and, showed thr
the co-operative movement in Soviet Russia. is, unlike any m;hc.
in the world, an active movement, in wh.;ch there is nothing
of the bureaucratic rigidity and dictatorship of ‘authorities. A<
usnal, much criticism was exercised, and the managemen
particular was aftacked for not having done enough to b“"\g
the Co-operatives on fo an equal fooling with State Illgil}\lhfr‘;
The delegates made practical suggestions, for instance l‘ljc .
mirov, the representative, of the Tartar  Republic propose: e
fight for the abolition of State refail trading. It was 1}1111
demanded that special efforts be made to increase the t‘:li‘!lfﬂ 0
the Co-operatives and 1o train a numegous 51?1!"? g‘fﬂ?i‘"\t‘ une
tionaries, especially of peasant women, by specia ses ‘

In his Pmnoluéing words, Comrade Chintchuk rp«)m:cd (r):)lr
the relative success as compared’ with State industry; z,l‘.l\mn
instance, as a resut of the activity of the parity Lo
100 waggons more of textile wares had -beenj,'sm)phed ot
Co-operatives than had been originally planned.-

In the resolytion which was passed unapimously, e U
that the Co-operatives form a main factor- in theg ("qm?rml’e”m
socialist econom.y The future tasks of the co-operative m""\)nh .
and the special 'tasks of the Centrosoyuns .w.ere"ﬂien ser |
etail. ’ el T i
‘ "”Dhe elections at the final sitting resultéd in a Cijr?l‘”‘":)[
Council of the Centroscyus being appointed, gonf'l;f":ch
89 membérs, Comrade Chintchuk being elected s presden. T4
managing committee of the Centrosoyus' was ‘en &rg['ubimo’
to consist of 21 members and 9 candidates; Comrade L]

it i< stated
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- elc.-tgc{ président 'dnd Comrades Kissin, Sorokin and Agejev
sce-presidents” :
”Ce'[;;e Cm‘r"gress gave ‘the impression of a movement of great
arength and powerful .impe'.‘lu& The proud cansciousness of
wer of the! Co-operative movement of Soviet Russia made a
strong npression -on all those present especially on the foreign
woperators. They recognised it as a living ‘mass movement
which, of its own strength, is building up the economic founda-
uons ol a1 socialist order of society on the. secure ground of
polincal power in the hands of the ‘workers and peasants.

[ THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

Agenda of the International Conference
for Work among 'Women.

To all Sections of the Communist International.

ln ;l;co-rd-aﬂce;with the decisiony of the Qrg Bureau of the
£.C.C.1. of the “10th April 1926, ‘the Intérnatiohal Women's
Secretartat 1s couvening in Moscow on 274h May 1920 an Inter-
national Conference for work among women wiil the following
penda: i
N I. Report.on the activity of the liternational Women's Se-
cretariat and the next tasks of the work . amon waonien. (The
report embracing U.S.S.R., West and East, 'uu‘?uding the most
mportant results of the work in the sections).

2. The organs of the Party for work among the women.
on this question the follawing sub-raporis will be given:

a) activity of 2 Moscow district women’s department among
the women.

b} activity of a Russian factory nucleus among the working
WOoInel.

3. Work in the mass organisations (co-operatives, {rade
wnons etc.),

4. Spécial organisational forms of work among the somen.

1) Meetings of women delegates.

b) Extra-Party wotnen’s organisations.

5. Work among the pezsant women.

. Press and political training. -

All further details on the preparation of the Conference and
:th»: qnes]lion of delegates will be communicated 1o the sections
DV ocrreudars.,

International Women's Secretariat.
' (Signed): Clara Zetkin.

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT
To the Ypupg  Workers  of all Countries!

Comrades and brothers!

It will soon be nine years since the working class in our
country took the” poer: fpr'dts ‘bands and, with the support of
the broad masses ‘of the''pedsantty, began to build up a socialist
oy, Tn spite of the great'difficulties’and the unprecedented
ot\z;xdcsv which stood in_fhe y of the first workers’ republic
of the world the workifig ‘cfaés of the Union of the Socialist
Soviet Republics has achievid great 'and important resulfs, As
¢ rising cldss which is building up 4’ flew sociely, the'‘wdrking
class of the U. 8. . R. considers the education and "training of the
young generation 40 be one of its most importast and chief
asks. In"the whole world there is no single State whare so much
carelul attention is devoted to the youth and the children; there
© oosingle country i the gvh’ole world where such an” atmo-
sphere of publie.. care - and; concern surrounds the question of
the education of adolescents and children, as in the Union of the
Mcdlist Soviet Republics. ’ o

‘lhc #ruth about | the sonly,cauntry in Which the: diefatorship
fp‘)i)r.z\i ]prOIetarr;t has become a reality, is misrepresented an every

ssible way by the bqurgeojsie and the lea rs af the Social
i}rnnacrattryc'y ng ah% t;)‘\ith‘-"'L}elag‘iues.‘ ¢ “organ of the
ouug . “Secialiat” , Intersational! maintains - that.Sowiet - Russia
190 a proletarian State, Impudent and monstnous’ stories are
old about the position of the young workers ip our country.
he bourgeoisie and their lackeys can lie all the more easi)y

because ot Lg!l .the young proletarians in the, werld, have a

dear conception of Hie resulfs of the great Og revolytion,

“so that ‘we may become'
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ol our success in the domain of sodialist reconstruction, of the
conditions of living and .of “work of ‘our young workers (a 4-—-
6. .bows day, 4 weeks . holiday, holiday homes etc.), of the
systemn of the socialist education of youth in the Soviet Union etc.

Buth thé truth about the Soviet Union. is beginuing 10
penetrate through all the barriers of lies and calumny, which
have been set up by the bourgeoisie and Sacial Democracy. 1.ast
year, delegations of adult workers from England, Germaay,
Sweden, and other countries had the opporlunify of szeing with
their own eyes all the light and dark sides of our constructive
work. Our working ciass showed these delegations everything
they wanted 1o see: factorics, schools, hospitals, organisations,
prisons etc. In.Augusi of last year, the Moscow, Leningrad and
Central Committees ot our League invited delegations of youny
workers fram the capitalist ocountries, to visit our country.
Delegations of young workers from Germany, Austria, France,
Belgium and Czechoslovakia have already visited us. We Jil
not conceal from them either our achievements nor our deficien
ces which are still great. The young workers of the So. .o
Union listened attentively to their opinion of owr work,

The young workers of the Soviet Union consider it of
extreme impriance that young fellow-workers from the capitalist
countries should be sent 10 our countiy. These delegations
transmit to the young workers of the world the truth abo:
the Soviet Union as it is, not coloured and not distorted, as by
the deliberately malicious enemies of he proletariat.

In accordance with the resolution of the Tth Congress of the
Leninist Young Communist Leagie of the Soviet Union, we
invite you in the name of 1,700,000 young proletarians and
peasants organised in its ranks, invite you once more, comzades
and brothers, to send' delegations of young workers to our
country.

Choose them in the factories and workshops, at the con-
ferences of voung ‘workers, in the labour organisations. Whatever
their political creed may be, if they: really represent the masses
of young workers, if they really wish to make a close study
of our life and our struggle. we shall heartily welcome them.
The young workers of the Soviet Union will receive them as
cherished ‘guests, as fellow-workers and class-brothers.

A few months ago, the Young Socialist International, which
{ries in every way to prevent delegations of young workers
being semt to the U.S. S.R., made the suggestion that 11 would
send a delegation to our oountry, which was not however 1o
consist of voung workers, but of the leaders and employees
of the Y. 8. I, a delegation which was not to be chosen by the
workers in the factorfes and at the conferences but by the
S.Y. L itself, and was to bz selected from the point of view
of party.

Comrades! Every thinking 'worker will immediately realise
thé meaning of this proposal. A delegation such as the Y. S. I.
proposes would be a prejudiced delegation which would noi
come with the object of learning the truth about the proletarian
country and of passing on this truth to hundreds of thousands ot
young workers. A delegation of this kind would be nothing
inore no 123y than a ¢ourt held by oue party to judge the other.
The Young Communist Internaiional expressed this perfectiy
correctly in its answer fo the Y. S. I.. and we entirely identify
ourselves with this answer. Every infelligent worker undersiands
very well that a non-party, objective estimation of the sifuatioqn, .n
the Soviet Union could only be given correclly by a delegation
which was not brought together according o party princinl s,
but was chosen by the broad masses of young workers withou
dislinction of party. We therefore attach no value to such a
consciously -prejudiced delegation, one which is.deliberately no
objective. ‘We therefore forego the privilege of having the
Soecial Demwodiatic party pass judgemant on s. we invite the
young ' workers of the whole world to chose their own delega-
tions which. may consist of representatives of the most varied
political . creeds. ' ! i

Weon' our'part are equally prepared to send delegations of
young workers from the factoriés and works hops of our country,
: tainted  with' the life, the work and
the strugglé 'of - the 'yo letarians in the bourgeois States.

Longdive the close alfiance between the young workers in
the Soviet (Union and:fhose in - the capitalist States! ' ‘

On _behalf of the Tth Congress of the Leninist Young Com-
munist League of the Soviet Union.

Gentra), € iftee 0f the L, Y, C. L. of the S. U.

“Mosoow, Apkil2th 1926,
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MAY DAY

To All Metal Workers of the World.

Dear Brothers,

‘We 14,500 metal workers of “Red Sormovo” works, in the
U. S. S, R. send our warm greetings lo the revolutionary metal
workers of the whole world for May 1st, the proletarian holiday
o;! ‘solidarity. .

On this day, we workers of the first and oiily Proletarian
Republic in the world, which has existed O years without the
bourgeoisie as ruling class, come out into the sireets to review
the ‘forces of the proletarian front” and struggle and together
with you we hurl at the face of the class enemy our hatred
and readiness for a further intense struggle.

But as distinct from you who live under the yoke of Hour-
geois rule, we, on May lst, besides a common demonstraticn
of, forces with you before the International bourgeisie, on this
day we will thoroughly review the results of the work of con-
struction of our Sociaﬁst economy, '

Once more we hope, by means of the facts of our successes
in the sphere of construction of Socialism ifi our country, to
demonstrate to the whole world that the working class can success-
fully direct the country and build up Socialism without the aid
of the bourgeoisie. 1

But despite our success in the field of construction of So-
cialism in our country, despite the fact that we have reinforoed
our conquests and are moving ahead, we have still great diifi-
culties before us. We draw your attention to the fact that the
International bourgeoisie has not abandoned  the thought of a
mmﬁe against the only republic of workers and peasants. Of
late' bourgeoisie of the whole world has actively sought for
measures which dowld weaken our country. We also canpot fail
to observe that the last year has been a year of the sharpest
bourgeois offensive on the working class in all parts of the
capitalist world. We know that reaction is endeavouring to. take
away your conquests and o make an attack on the existing revo-
lutionary trade umion and political organisations which really
defend the interests of the working class.

The bourgeoisie, under the cover of talk about peace and
disarmamemnt, is increasing armaments to gigantic dimensions.
Is it for the sake of “peace” that the most vile robbers’ war is
being waged in Morocco and Syria and that the national move-
ment in China is being suppressed. The world is threatened with
a new oonflagration of war.

We have been witnesses of the so-called “peaceful aspira-
tions” of the bourgeoisie, the endeavours to conclude an alliance
between the victors and the conquered in the imperialist war.
This diplomatic comedy at Locarno, which has already met with
faiture, better than anything else reveals the true meaning of the
-“peaceful” desires of the capitalists. We are also bound to share
with you your indignation at everything that is taking place with
the consent and participation in one way or another of the
‘Second and Amsterdam Internationals.

.
You proletarian metal workers, the most active section of
the working dlass, fully realise that all these [actors create
“the threat of peril to the conquests of the working class received
after many years of struggle. Here there cannot be any two
<opimions as to how to act, and we, workers of “Red Sormovo”,
who. have adtively struggled in the ranks of the Russian labour
movement, participators in three Russian revolutions, under
the leadership of the inmmortal Lenin, call upon you to oppose
the capralist offensive by the united front of the toiling masses.
You -must be pioneers in the creation of this united front.
The united front of the bourgeoisie must be smashed and the
brazen enemy must be compelled to retreat. The bourgeois
offensive against our Union of Socialist Republics should serve
to rally still more new workers of capitalist countries with our

wukers of the U. S. S. R. Together with you we. must firg
oppose the violence of  the bourgeoisie against the Eastery
peoples, by fraternal solidarity and support in their S’lrugg£
against ‘the imperialists.

On May 1st, we call upon you, brothers by ‘class and trage
to demonstrate your firm desire for the formation of a upieg
really revolutionary class trade union international, embraciy
the trade unions of all countries and all races. J

This will ensure success in the struggle and we hope fhy
you will find the force and energy to unite into a single profe
tarian front even over the heads of the reformist leaders.

Long live the united front of the tnile'rS’! v e !

Long live the First of May international holiday of proletaria,
solidarity! y R 1)

Long live the world union of Soviet Socialist;Republics!

To the Working Youth of all Countries!

The Young Commmumist International calls upon the workin,
youth in town and country to demonstrate on the 1st of May.
the day of international class struggle and of international so.
lidarity, together with the adult working class, for the demands
of the working class and of the working youth. The slogans
of the working youth are:

Regaining of the eight hour day and beyond this the six
hour day for young workers!

Fight against reduction of wages and for increase of wage
of all young workers and apprentices!

Four weeks holiday with pay for all young workers!

For the organising of the entire working youth in the trade
unions!

For sending delegations of the yqung,mlod.qers to the Soviet
Union! : o

Against the danger of imperialist war, reaction, fascism and
white terror! o

Support for the suppressed youth of the' East’and of th
colonies!

For the united front of the working youth!

Into the Young Communist League!

Long live the Young Communist International!

The Executive. Committee of the
Youn}gfqownunist Ingernational.

! F

Letter from Russian Women - ‘Workers.
Dear Comrades,

We working women of the Khamoypichesky Silk Weaviog
Factory dedicated to “Rosa Luxemburg” on f(he day of th
proletarian holiday, May 1st, send our warm proletarian greel
ings to the women of the West. On the day of May Ist., ouf
thoughts are directed towards You. We follow with hope you
struggle and victory, note with joy in our hearts the approad
of the world Socialist Revolution. We women of the U.S.5.R,
the ouly couniry of Soviets in the world have achieved of
emancipatin, our labour is protected by the law, most favourabe
conditions have been created for our children, créches, Kinder
gardens, schools, dispénsaries — where our children are traived
in the spint of our dear leader V. I. Lenin.

Women of the West get closer to the Communist Party.
Nearer to the Red Trade Unions.

Long live the World Socialist Revolution which liberalt
the women of the whole world from slavery.
Long live the first of May, festival of labour, and victor):

Women. workers of the “Red Rosa” factory Khamoviches]
District. (Moscow). ‘ ‘

o
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