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Iron-Moulder to the Workers of

Unite for the Fight

against the League

of Nations!

To the Workers of Europe and the Whole World!

Moscow Tth April 1920,

The Executive Committee of the Communist International
has issued to thé workers of Furape and of the whole world
be following appeal “éititted: “Unite for the Fight against the
League of Nations¥”

. “The pacifist legend, that the League of Nations can ‘and
will secure world ‘peace upon a capitalist basis, is destroyed.”

On the 17th"“March thé policy of the Lea of Nations
SWlained the greatest defeat it has met with up to now.
Acording to the Locarno treaties '‘Germany was ‘to be admitted
Mo the League of Nations. After days of futile negotiations
the Cieneva conference broke itp, the representatives of the bour-
geois governments returned home without having accomplished
teir alleged. aim, the acceptance of Germany into ‘the Ledgue
%as postponed until ‘September. The bourgeois press of the

Wwhole world  sp .with’ “grave anxiety” regarding the defeat
o the policy of the of Nafions. New and''severe ‘poli-
Jal tremors are oathing. In order to efiace the fact of

teir defeat, to divert the awakeming unity of the workers from
e mperialist ' machintions of the League of Nations and to
Wislead the ‘workers;: the diplomats ‘of ‘Gemeva and their as-
Sstants in'igl coumries are endeavouring to ‘oonceal the real
duses of the!'banlruptey. The bourgeois press is seekimg' to
reate the imipréssion-What it was only the veto of Brazil, only

the dispute as to the granting of a4 temporary seat in the
Counci] of the League to Poland that is responsible for ‘the
fact that the immediate acceptance of Germany into the ledgue
was refused. These assertions are deliberate lies. The respon-
sibility for the break up of the meeting of the League of
Nations in Geneva and the conjuring up of fresh conflicts and
dangers rests in the first place with the imperialist govern-
ments of America, England, France and Italy.

The American imperialists, by exerting influence upon
Brazil in the Gepeva negotiations, have infervened in order to
intensify the antagomisms between the European States, to hin-
der the resistance of the Europeam nations against their ex-
ploitation by America, and in order.to fight out their own com-
petitive -struggle against English imperialism,

The Fremch imperialisis have .prevented the acceptance of
Germany ino the League, as they weve allied by a secret treafy
with the Polish government.. The representatives of the l_ta 1an
gavernment, the agents of ‘the mass murderer Mussolini, ap-

plauded when the Geneva .meeting was rendered rtive, by
the ‘opposition of ‘Brazil, The English mnperialists, er Chqm—
berlain’s leadership, have with one hand supported F and

Poland and with the other band signed promises for Germany.
They have done- everything passible to .ncite .the peopies of
Europe against each other in arder to be able to syppress and
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plunder the people and the Colonies without hindrance. The
govermments of the imperialist Great Powers are alone respon-

sible for the Geneva ot. ~ . . w g W

Workers of all cou ! The'Communists have ared
right: from the first moment that:the Treaty of L 0" is a
treaty of the imperialigty: sigainst-‘the mas:

‘ . maases gm pegple, a
treaty of the capitalist Great Powers"for ‘the kindling of -mew -

wars, for suppressing the small, the vanquished and disarmed
ndtions, for preparing fresh military attacks on the Soviet Union.

: The events at Geneva have shown more; defirly than ever
% the spirit of Locarno is a spirit of bombs and“bayonets.

countenance .of Locarno is ondy _a mask behind ,

\ﬁibh there is still oaorfried on the criTnﬁiml game of the impe-
rialjsts with theudives of the woukers. bankruptcy of Gebeya
has'”expo&d' sed’ thisjgame. . ‘:"'ghaq i Pl Ca:ne

The;4l. Interngti m@ﬂgim openly; and girectly '
in ‘the n‘t"tivi_ty o' theYLeague of *Nafigns. he}ﬁadmgg the
Il. Internafional support the policy of their governments against
the-workers.- .

Regatdiess of the interests of the working masses, careless
wég demands of the revolutionary e]:imldanlatl' the so(;ial
emocratic_leaders have not only rejected every proposal for
a comumon ﬁ;ﬁl against the Le % e*lof “Na 16&'5),"'&f'pt?we co-
operated directly and actively in Council of the League and
in similar organs of imperialism. At the March ‘Sessiop in
Gepeva the social democrats present icipated in the impe-
rialist play of intrigues preaisely in the same way as the rest
of the government representatives. The French social democrat
Paul Boncourt, the ish social democrat Unden and the
Belgian social democrat Vandervelde not only showed their
iness to serve the interests of their respective. governments,

but in cases of conflicts between these government interests
they voted against each other. Social democrats against social
democrats, labour leaders against labour leaders, every one of
them on the side of his imperialist government; that was the
outrageous and shameful role of the II. International at Geneva.

Workers of all countries!

What is to happen now? The miracle of peace has not
taken place yet. That is what a French newspaper wrpte a
few days ago. But the miracle of a new war is drawing pear
with menaoing power. In all the capitalist countries the gigantic
burden of-the military budgets rests upon the shoulders of the
workers.

Fresh armaments, new voollisio-ns; the swofd of a new 1914
hangs over the heads of the masses of the people.

The expgtiations of Lnther gt Slresemmn regardipg e
many’s ertry-dnto the Leagué“dl"the"\/idors a::gsh" ‘at
one blow. Whilst in Germany the League of Nations and its

defenders are discredited, whilst after Geneva ihe.g~~N‘g'tio;fblists
and the Fascists are raising their heads anew, the“umited“front
of the German proletariat awill apd myst be set up against the
| eague of Nations and its agents. 'But-it is not only Germany
but the whole of Europe that is suffering from the consequences
of Qeneva. American nce capital which has caused the break
up of the meeting of the League of Nations is preparing fresh
means of pressure in order to mefe out to all European States.
to all Europe the fate of vanquished and plundered Germany.
After Geneva the Cpolidges and Houghtons declared with cyni-
cal insolence that the Furopean states can omly be brought to
ceason by financial pressure. The, financial pressure of America
means for the workers of Furope the whip of starvation. The
fate of Ciermany, the conversion of the ‘greai industrial State
into an dmpotént colony suffering misery, threatens ‘Poland,
France, Italy, the Danube countries, the entire Emropean conti-
nent." The ‘working class will not allow themselves to be decei-
ved by the hypocritical ednferences of the League of Nations.
‘be working class kii¢W' ' what threatens them. ln the ranks
N the European proletariat there is growing the bitter dis-
ppointment over the League of Nations, the mood of hostility
‘s the Leé of Nations and the imperialists is 'increasing.
ud there 18’ growing up the will to struggle and’ resistance
“gainst the war, policy of the bourgeois governmeats. The

Nicy of the Lénﬁue of Nations has emtered on 'a war stage.

he "policy of ‘afliahoes’ of the imperiatist governments 'has
. 1¢hed a dead point. The ‘warmings of the Communist Inter-
“ t"Gnal are being confitmied by tacts. Already in the early part
' the year 1919 Lenin foresaw the course of events; already

- ‘League -of Nations,-fi

at thé ‘moment it was established be!described '.Ilic.l_,u‘uQ ol
Nations as a ue of robbejrgakl:d st:-hmg(l{rs of the people

Workers of all. countries! . up the defence, unite, pre.
pare for the % inst 1‘:: League of %ﬂ and »traugﬂg,
of the people!l’There is.ouly one:way of from unemplo,.
ment,. istarvation, -4l economic enslavement: the' resistance:
the peoples. against'ihe capitalist governmeats. /%

There is only one means of escape from militarism, froy

‘the burdepns of armaments, the danger ‘of war, ‘from “the plug.
deripg, subjugation;and dismemberment of Europe by Americy
‘finange ital; strufgle for the United States of alist Europe,

which. “wi a,—}ge".yzqthe victorious revolution of the Furopey
proletariat, which 4Will be welded" together ou the basis of com.
plete "E'félunw,rin&:'ig olblihe .unoondih'ox‘:”a]‘i T ition of the right

selfdeterntipatith "of the ‘pegples, which willstand in atijan
gi(h the Union of Soti l%t Stxﬁeg:Rep‘i%li&waxld,"Mlg\ ulll"ﬂ‘uz
suppressed “pooplés of the world. ‘Thege, ig only "one way:of
escape from the'dangérqusigame of:theinmperialists, from ‘the
bloody play with the existence of the people! Break with the
against the League .of Nations, dowy
with the League of Nations! 0
i There is only ane way. of emg:e from-the, international dis-
unity of the working! dass, from their degradation to the play.
thing of the imperiahst'eonﬁids.- to- cannon foddes.for future war:

Proletarian united front against the League of Nations,
fighting alliance of all workers’ organisations, of all workers
of the whole world against the war League of the imperialis(
governments!

The Commmumist International calls upon you to follow th,
the only way to emancipation, and to fight for the realisation
of these common interests of the international warking class

The Executive Commitfee of the Communist International.”

POLITICS

Chicherin on the Disarmament Hypocrisy
of the League of Nations!
Moscow, 6th of ‘April 1926,

In an interview with some Moscow jou'rnéliss Chachermn
stated:

“The Soviet government has repeatedly and omphati
cally declared that in no circumsiances can it participate in 2
Conference held on Swigs soil. The Soviet government which

already at Genoa ?ﬁard as the W‘ sgeneral dis-
ar:zgmyeqt_, ‘has’ rcm- ' declared :g,feha W&‘lﬁgpﬂt in
any discussion for the purpose of restricting armaments, no
matter byyswhom it may be convened. Nevertheless, in view
Jof the obstiftate refusal of the Swiss government 1o meet the
minimum legal demands of the Soviet government in connec
fion' with ‘the ‘murder Jof Cofrade Vorovsky, it is absolulely
impossible to send Soviet representatives to Switzeriand.
The decision of the League of Nations’ Council to vonvene
a meeting of the Comumission in Geseva proves that the leading
Powers in the League of Nations, who are fidly aware of the
Soviet standpoint, do not desire the Soviet Union to participaft
either in the preparatory commission or im the Disarmamest
Conference fo be held later. This fact: ajome shows that these
Powers have not the slightest intention to carry out actul
disarmament. The session of the Qeneva Comimission will
an empty. comedy and a fresh proof of jmpatency of the
League of Nations to contrjbute anmything towards establishing

Last year Great Britain attempted to make use of ¥
League of Nations as an element in its couiplicated game
isolating the Soviet Uniom by bringing together all the leading;
governments against., the gov:et Rapuﬁfm, This _intentiod
was, openly admitied in_a number of officiaj dedarations. *
Locarno comfbination was intended. to, isolatp. the Soviet Unioh
and to serve as a_meaps far conducting a common fight ".‘:‘
only against the Soviet Union, buf also, against the. colot!
peoples ‘who are, fighling for their emancipafion. B

The League of Nations was givea the role of an auxiliaty
organisation ‘for - carrying out the Locamo ‘comblﬂﬂ"‘?"a‘ido
similar role to that which was given tp. the “Holy All
a. century -ago. In- his 'spepeh in tﬂ House -of: Commons belore
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ie Geneva Conference: Chamberlain compared the present policy
of the En lish government ~with that of England at the time
of Lord Cas emagh,u(ﬂnt 18 to say with the policy of the
vHoly Alliamce?. <l i ' }

Whilst the’ masses of the:people who are suffering from
the economic crisis and the international antagomisms hoped
jo obtain fromm: the League of Nations and Locarno an amelio-
ration of their- miserable .conditions, for .the English govern-
ment Locarno.meant a . new “Holy Alliance”. -

The discrediting' of the Leagne of Nations ‘in Geneva proved
that the .amagomm betweeh ‘the Powers are stronger thtan the
diplomatic attenpts to come together in a umited organisation,
tat is to say 10'Set up'a united from. The Geneva fiasco is a
very significant: Qefea? ‘of Chamberlain's coninental policy.

It may be assumefl that England’s tendency towards ap-
proaching the Daomimions will increase at ?12 cost of ﬂ‘:(‘
weakening of her participation in the affairs of the Continent.
| remember -a conyersation I had with Llogd George after the
failure of the %fere of Geneva in which he declared: If
the attempts to lead Continent out of chaos should fail,
ten Fngland will have {o give up participation in the affairs
of the Continent and seek approachment to the Dominions.

The immediate cause oi the oollapse of Geneva is to be
iound in the inner conmiradictions of Chamberlain’s policy. In
his endeavours to cause-Poland to adopt a Western orienfation
ad to participate in lhg anti-Soviet united front, Chamberlain
faled to take into oopsideration the anfagonistic inferests of
Germany and -Poland. He involved himeelf in contradictions in
s own poliey by, attenptingwon the one hand, to oppose Ger-
many against F , while other hand, howeyer, he wanted
1o compensate Polapd for her defeat at Locarno and to use
her as a counter-weight against Germany. The final aim of
Chamberlain’s policy, the setting up of a united fron{ against
te Soviet Union, was', upon insurmountable inner con-
tradictions, by fad ip-observe which Chamberlain himself
trought about: the collapse of the united front in Geneva,

The collapse of the Locarno system opened up the way for
a mumediate; approchement  between Germany apd Frange, to
which Briand showed himself to be inclined before Geneva.
Vith regard to the. de ration of Briand in the French Chamber
on 28th of \February- (ip, which, .when emphasisipg the " im-
portance of Lacamme _191‘ the security. of ;France; he pointed owt
that prominent politicians- were staying in.Berlin who were
utemp{ing | tQ. JW jthe. Ge goverunemt to refuse a dis-
assion with “France bn'the Security’ Pacf) in order to reassnre
Briand I must call attention’ fo repeated declarations that
the Soviet government views Wi?;ly the greatest sympathy an
immediate Franco-German approchement as as a means for se-
aring peace qn the Continent on the basis which would not
rsult in the' domunation. of outside Powers. In view of the
Koposals which were, made after the Geneva eeting of the
ague of Natjons, egarding the abolitign of the compulsary
wanimity of ,.the,lesxolzieoi the League of Nations’ Council,
Chicherin declared that dntroduction of the principle that
decisions should be determined by majority vote would render
the influence of Giermany in the Lgague of I\{ations quite illusory,
ad on the other hand woukd deprive Germany of every
g&{?'}'& that .uynacceptable decisions would nof be forced

er. o .

The collapse in Geneva of the whole policy of the German
kovernment in recemt times can serve for Germamy as a clear
indication  wither the predomipance of  the so-called Western
brientation is | tending with regard {o the further development
o friendly. relatiops with the Soviet Union.

i the governments from whom Ge ho to be gran-
*d admission into the League of Naiio%ng?d were p([;wer—
28 10 carry out this formality, 'what can Germany expect when
It comes to more serious mafters? |
. With regard to the policy, of the Unifed States, America is
Merested on' the one hand in the, pacification of Europe as the
gffmndmon of Europe’s capacity to meet her liabilities, but
&e;he other. hand -the United States fear the  closer .coming
Amh?" of thei European States as being a hindrance to the
¥ A r strenghiening  of, the, political and - economic influence

America in Europe,, Whatever . formula. the  American states-

nay set up dor their ,European policy, the final effect con-
e 10 be fbe subjugation of ‘Europe 10 the rule of Ameri-
A capital,” puray b it " aia -

et
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HANDS OFF CHINA

The Significance of the Coup d’état
in Peking.

Alliance of the Chinese White Guardists Striven for by the
Imperialists Broken up.

By Tang Shin She.

The latest events in China, before all the coup d'étar in
Peking mean a great stride foward in the development of the
national revolution in North China. 1f we analyse the events
which have taken place there, we get the following picture:

1. The alliance of the white-guardists Chang Iso Lin and
Wu-Pei-Fu, which was striven for by the international and
particularly by the English imperialists, is completely shattered.
Chang Tso Lin has been isolated; Wu-Pei-Fu has allied himself
with the people’s armies Of the Anfuists. who mediated the
white guardists’ alliance, the imperialist lackey Tuan She Sui
has had to take to flight, while many of his accomplices have
been captined and kiﬁed.

2. The front of the international imperialists has likewise
been cut in twain. The strong Japanese and British influence
in China was for a long time a sourse of annoyance to the
Americans. On March 17, when the imperialists submntted an
ultimatum to the Chinese government demanding the evacuation
of the Taku forts, the American traders and missionaries dis-
associated themselves from this by declaring that they did not
agree with the ultimatum. The Americans were so overjoyed
at the overthrow of Tuan She Sui, the execution of many An-
fuists and the alliance of Wu-Pei-Fu with the people’s armies
that they could not spread this news’ quickly enough-through
the world, just as was the-case in April 1020. when the great
students’. uprisings broke out against Tuan She Sui.

3. The niass movement is strong cnough in order to repel
counter-revolutionary attacks and to compél weak and vacilla-
ting elements to proceed forwards. After Wa-Pei-Fu.had openly
entered into an aliiance with Chang-Tso-Lin a great mass
movement set in against him. Now, after his victory, he wishes
to restore luw and order in the newly captured provinces, which
however he would scarcely able to do owing to the indignation
against him, so he astutely breaks away from Chang-Tso-Lin
and allies himseli with the Kuomin armies. The first Kuomin
army which was very vacillating, was threatened with the loss
of the sympathy of the masses, after it had done nothing against
the firing by Tuan She Sui upon the students on March 18th. It
was already being accused of co-operating with Tuan She Sui.
For this reason it was compelled to drive him out and openly
to declare him to be a person bribed by the imperialists who,
against the will of the people, had signed the Gold-Franc Agree-
ment and shot down the demonstrating students on March, 3.

The new grouping: Wu-Pei-Fu's going over to the people’s
armies and the more definite attitude of the first people's army.
the final breaking away from Tuan She Sui, show that the
imperialists, in spite of the great sums of money they have
squandered in buying accommodating tools. have not succeeded
in suppressing the revolutionary people.

The people’s armies are quite aware that Wu-Pei-Fu, the
lackey of the English and American imperialists, will not
will not co-operate with them for long. But in the moment
of their temporarily difficult sitwation they preferred to con-
clude an alliance with him, the fairly weak opponent, whom the:
can, if necessary, get rid of more easily, than with the strong
Japanese lackey, Chang-Tso-Lin who is not only openly sup-
ported with money and arms but even with troops of the im-
perialists, and who likewise asked them fo commence peace
riegotiations at the beginning of March.

Wu-Pei-Fu is not only, militarily weak; in his whole terri-
fory the revolutionary movemept is very strong. After his
al|liance .with Chang Tso. Lin, even in Haokow (Province of
Hupe) where his headquarfers are sityated, continual demonstra-
tions, were held against him demanding his immediate ex] ulii;g
i
“had

The provinees adjoiping Hupe: Hunan, Szechuan. an
sympathise with the Canton government and, in /%
prepared to undgriake a punitive expedition against’ Wi
In the provinqg,o{ pnan, where there are the pid;ed
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the workers’ and peasants’. movement of Northern China, Wu-
Pei-Fu, when he marched agaiust the 2nd people’s, army called
upon -the-military-peasant o isation, “Red Lancers”, 1o ﬁg#t
for him - against the 2pd omin army, in which case he
would exempt the whole' peasantry of Honan from taxation for
a year. Of course, Wu-Pei-Fu, gow,, after he has actually cap-
tured Honan with the aid of fhe military peasant organisations,
doés'ni¢t intend -and is not ina position to keep. his promises;
for the administrative and military expenses are borne for the
greater part by the peasantry. According fo the latest reports
the “Red Lancers” are already fighting against him. In addition,
Honan' is the head-quarters of the Central Trade Union of the
railway -workers of the whole of China. Ever since the Fe-
bruary Strike of 1923, when he had a great number of railway
workers executed, they have been irreconcilably hostile to Wu-
Pei-Fu. ‘Thus neither neither in Central nor in Northern China
has Wu-Pei-Fu any favourable praspects.

The character of the peoples’ armies is, of course, not the
¢ame as:that of the revolutionary Canton trogps. But they have
no connection with the imperialists and have frequently declared
that ‘they .are fighting against the imperialists. They do not
definitely support the mass: movement, nevertheless the workers
and peasants’ organisations can freely develop in their terri-
tories. They are in constant touch with the Canton govern-
ment and some, left leaders have Jong been demanding the re-
moval of Tuan She Suj,and the setting up of a central ople’s

overnment in Peking, The imperialists, the white guardist mi-
jtary, rulers and the Chinese counter-revolutionaries have 'long
regarded the Kuomin armies as red. It was under the slogan:
against the Reds, tha} they allied against the latter. As a result
of this the people’s armies are being driven byr their opponents
still further along the revolutmg;ry road. hlc united front
against thg Reds lsas been shattered by the coup d’état in Peking.

I~ ECONOMICS

.The Stabilisation of the Belgian Franc
According to'Anglo-Saxon Taste.
By A. Habaru (Brussels).

: jum is at present undergoing the experience of: the
Stﬂbiﬁg’tfon of herpcurrency according to the Amglo-Saxon
Mhli% sooner had the Catholic Socialist Coalition come into
power than it had a plan of stabilisation, which is to perform
mirades, worked out by its Minister of Finance Janssen, director
of the Natiopal Bank, and one of those who was responsible
for the “reconstruction” of Austria. Negotiations were entered
info with English and American bankers, and, when they had
promised a loan of 150 million doHars for 20 years, the Govern-
ment constructed its whole plan of stabilisation on this promise.
Parliament accepted the condifions imposed: that it should renew
the privilege of the National Bank, impose half a milliard of
taxation, a large part of which will fall on the wage-earners,
and consent to the agreement with regard to the repayment
of the Belgian debt to the United States. The Nationa! Bank
undertook to bolster up the franc on the Exchange. The rate
of exchange of the pound sterling remained stable at 107 francs.
The franc was stabilised.

This was however an artifical stabilisation.

It soon became known that the Anglo-Saxon bankers refused
the loan of 150 million dollars for 20 years. There had been
no definite agreenient. At the most they were prepared to agvance
100 midlion dollars for 3 years, and that only on condﬂgon
that ,the State railways (practically the whole of the Belgian
+railway .system has been pationalised) should be m.meg‘ into
trial company so as to guaraniee the comsoplidation of

an i A i
the floating debt. It was also a.sser{ed_ that they demanded the
suir 0}80'. the Colomial Bonds which were owned by the

State,. is Jl');al;; jusisting on’a pound of flesh. The frant

suffered, an uﬁ?s ﬁble depression, and after having squandered
illigns, the Nati
cotlapse o

al Bank had to let things take their coufse.
rose’ fr 10’? io’__

in the middle of March; the ‘pound’ sterling
rous 107 “francs and, in the:first days of April even
soprgd ghove 130 :
. This 'was a severe blow for the Government. ‘With mm
'Jafflour it dccused the Right Press and Fascism which is if-

“With ' ‘much
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creasing in power, of having, with malice aforethought, injureg
the iragnc go their Fascist propaganda. It demounced
“prigands"” ofy finance and proclaimed qtshniﬂn of ‘ﬁrsecuting
the speculators. Nevertheless it immediately ared that stahil;.
sation would continue, and resumed its negotiations with the
bankers. ' ) .

In the meantime, two agents of finance, the Belgian engineer
Jadot and the Eunglish engineer Mace, Who were members of
the Expert Commitiee which investigated the ‘(?El:!!h_n railways,
worked out a Dawes Plan {or the .indusfrialisation of the
State railways so as to guaramtee the comselidation of the
floating debi. In their veport, the experts suggest measures of
economy, the cutting down of the staff, cancelling of orders
for material and ol work which is already s and the
raising of tariffs by 25%. As the experts f.oresee that this
raising ol tariffs will intensify the economic crisis, they recognise
the necessity of industry adapting itself to the situation by
concentraling and rationalising production with the aid of the
banks. The Anglo-Saxon financiers, in getting th_e raxlrvygp into
their grip, are opeming up to themselves the possibility of
getting a hold on industry, which will be in a cleft stick betweey
a need for credit and the high costs of transport. ’
Wili the Catholic Socialist quermrm acoept this tutelage?
The Minister of Finance appears inclined to do so, even though
heé asseverates that “there ‘was never any talk of fomg inter-
ference”. It is certainly ‘a delicate question for the Socialists
who, duriilg the last few weeks, have been exposed to a powerful
offensive.' The workipg class and the railwaymen in particular
refuse to hear of a wesation of the raflways. In spite of
its desire to remain in the Government, the Belgian Labour
Party is already Commaﬂr% seizing the czporhmn’ry to beat

which would be a dever manoeuvre, o

: ref:&téocigliﬁ deputy, who maintains that the Socialist
Ministers will not consefit to the handing over of the railwavs
to the bankers, recently proposed consolidating the ﬂo:.mng debt
by ‘a levy on capital. For the time belng, this is a voice crying
in the wilderness. It may however be a trial balloon and
possibly the Bel,%fsmvubour Party is preparing to go back
into opposition and to raise the ‘damagogw) slogan of levy on
capital. :

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Railway Strike in Portuguese
East Africa.
By James Shields (Johannesburg).

‘ 1 : of railway
For the past four months or so a stoppage ) !
workers in Lourenco Marques has' claimed the attention thattft
whole of South Africa. In this' Portuguese colony affairs
been conducted in rather chaotic fashpm s;lr;ce ,ﬂK‘] Gr;;;tv eg’a';‘
: continual chan, of administration have" only )
?njngnsify matters fugtgser. Hi%h Commissjoner has followed lnge:
Commissioner and still’ the fauly 'administration has cortinu

Has ‘been reduced to a veritable
the cost

National

until practically the whole colon
stite of bankruptcy. Within the past -couple of years
of living has increased by over 100 per cemt whilst the A
and Provincial currency has steadily iated in value.

The worst effects of what 5‘3;"‘5 to be aLchronk c;wisiiq
undoubledly been felt Tor some time past in Lourenco M
district, for this place has been made the chief centre of Snuﬁ:s
Mosambique. A certain amount of development has been car i
out in Northern Mosambique, but most of the resources in !

Southern area ‘of the Province have been sacrificed in OT
to develop the Port of Lourenco Marques, which forms

natural port for that vast hinterland, the British-owned Tr)-H:SV
and Southern Rhodesia. It is mprecisely in this town tha

: ike rathe
railwaymen have dewned tools and come out ‘on ‘strike
than ‘s{thit' to further inroads into their standand of life.

Previous to the strike taking place they had enjoyed cerian

rivileges with “regard to matters of pdy, ﬁid(ness,'hélfm
gnsisrgt: and” 50 f%)rth. Their * wages a've!ragefi 20 .Ilbr:nls e
month, although owing to the depreciation 'in currency
harely tonstituted a 'living' minimum wage. \ ) real
Prior to four yéars ago British sterling was lega e
in ‘Lourenco Marques; the ‘parity value of'the £1 being 4'54‘mat
(national currency) but which had depreciated to approx! <
45,000, and has since fallen to 180,000 per £1. The find

No. 29

octopus of Portugal and the bank of issue for overseas’ pos-
Lssions, the Banico’ Nacionale 'Ultramarino, introduced the libra
note (local currency) which at the outset was exchangeable with
the pound sterling. This meant that railway workers receiving
on an average 20 libras month had the equivalent of £20
in British ourrericy. - The Ultramarino, however, followed
up this move by declaring the libra inconvertible outside the
district of Lourénco Marques, and with the continuance of
economic decline in the affairs of the province, and the over
issue of local currency, the libra has depreciated 85 per cent in
is relations with the pound sterling.

" This development nominally shews a reduction by almost
palf of the punchasing power of wages, so that the lot of the
workers became exceedingly hard. On the 11th of November
one third of the total railway staff downed tools in opposition
to the loss of all privileges coming on top of this fall in wages.
This was followed by a general strike on November 10th as a
protest against' the cost of living, depreciated currency, etc. With
the exception of Shipping Houses (which carried on business
pehind closed doors) and Government Departments, practically
all business was at ia standstill for about a fortnight. This was
followed by a lightning' strike in sympathy with the striking
railwaymen or, more correctly, as a protest against the methods
adopted by the Government.

The new Railway Reformi Regutations stated that from the
Ist of Decemnber certain privileges hitherto enjoyed by railway
workers would cease; whilst 200 men wouild be discharged from
the railways. ‘'The privileges to be discontinued were the sub-
sistence allowance of 4.8 'libras, abelition of the annual leave,
abolition of three days’ sick pa{ per month abolition of the bonus
mid for five yedrs’ service. In dddition to this an extra four
hours was to be tacked on'to the usual working week, and all
medicine’ and" matetiity rights’ were to be abolished.

In face [of $pis deadly aftack, strike action. was the railway-
men's only alfe‘ma{%&e‘, apg this they made use of. Right from the
commencement of the struggle the strikers were opposed by a
vicious reign of white terror. ‘Al sorts of .unscrupulous methods
have been employed against them, to the extent of forging copies
of their strike bulletin, urging a return to work, of imprison-
ment, deporfation and torture., Many have been imprisoned,
others have been dorced to bide in the bush while soldiers scour
the country looking for more victims, Ferreira, a staunch
tade unionist, was. murdered in the public streets. An accident
occurred to @ scab train run by, blacklegs and ever since im-
prisoned strikers bave bgen taken and placed as hostages in open
trucks in front of the engipe, exposed to the burning rays of
the Alrican syn and the piercing cold of the bush veldt, Im-
prisoned strikers, have also been subjected 1o the lash in an
endeavour o force them to confess that the rail accident was an
gpsode of strike sabotage. A number of strikers have been
deported while most have, had their houses completely destroyed
tirough the violent acts of the police and soldiery. In spite of this
there is no sign, of weakening: in the workers’ ranks so far.
On the contrary their heroi¢ and plucky fight has aroused the
wumiration of all working class elements. The Lourenco Marques
Typograph workers refused 1o assist in producing  the
‘OPortugal”, a_violent anti-strike paper, and the South African
workers sent £300 as dopations towards the strike relief fund.
. Altempts to procure blacklegs from Portugal have ended in
lailure. and the njne’' deporfees from Mosambique were
enthusiastically welcomed in Lisbon hy a demonstration of
workers 12,000 strong, A Turther batch of deporfees still remain
in the Province owing to the sailors reéfusing to transport them
0 Portugal. The strikers’ wives formed themsefves into a com-
mando and in spite of heing fired on by the military carried on

onstrations and’ collected 'funds, for strike relicf.

The whole strike has been a remarkable evidence of ‘working
dass solidarity, and al] the miore sq when it is recognised that
te men have bad only the. flimsiest tride union organisation.
The confiden “tone, of the Qigvernment officials at the outset has
(W given way o an ‘outlook of gloomy anxiety and the fabrica-
on of Commiiriist plots, Ru§sian gold fales, etc. As yet, however,
they ‘have uot unearthed™ iny “Zinoviev letters” ‘though they
are liable to do 50 at any time now.

[he kept preS§*has ‘come But with vilifying attacks agdinst
._'h" “S. Afrfican Weérker” the ongan'of the S. Afriean Communist
Party. because tof its wholéchearted support-and encouragement
)ﬂf the strikers causel '/’ ‘. y IRFLY b . '

. S0 great has beén the-distocation of business in Lourenco
Marques thatthe : Railway . Admirtistration has'agreed to con-
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tinue the granting of all privileges if the men only return to
work with the exception of the 200 due for retrenchment. These,
they say, will be repatriated at Government expense, The
strikers, however, have replied that all men must be reinstated
or none at all, and so the fight goes on.

The tssue of the struggle seems doubtful at the moment,
for while the Government has perceptibly weakened in its at-
titude the gaumt épectre of hunger and want has made its
appearance among the strikers. Nevertheless, no matter what the
outcome is, a fierce and- bitter hatred against the exploiting
class has been sown in the ranks of the Provincial Portuguese
workers, which must increase as time goes on untit finally
Mosambique comes under the rule of the working class.

APPEALS

Appeal of the R. I. L. U. %o all Working
Men and Women!

Comrudes all!

The First of May, the internationa) working olass holiday,
will soon be with us, and once again the toilers and the
oppressed of all countries will march forth shoulder to shoulder
to show the capitalist world the solidarity of the exploited, the
brotherhood of the dowmrtrodden. During the past year the
employers have attacked along the whole tront. pohiically and
economically. The %mwth of the political reaction has led to
a whittlitig down of all the rights of the toilers. to attemnpts on
the freedom of the trade unions, and all the gains won by the
workers during many years of heavy struggle. With united front
the fascist, conservative and liberal-democratic governments have
attacked the working class. All the dragging burdéh of persecu-
tions has fallen to ‘the share of the revolutionary trade umions
and their leaders, and to the Left Wing of the labour movement.

* Despite pacifist phrases, the peaples are groaning under the
burthen of heavy armaments. The talk of disarmament {aken part
in by the leaders of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals
screens the predaiory intentions of the Imperialist Powers, The
wars in Morocco and Syria are being comtinued. In the Near
East the situation is becoming ever tenser: in the Batkaus there
are mutterings and rumblings; on the Pacitic a fresh world
conflict is being prepared; in China all the Imperialist Powers
have fjointly attacked the national movement for freedom and
are trying to perpetuate the slavery and humiliation of the
Chinese people.

Concurrently with the increasing armaments of the lm-
perialists and the steady and unweakening oppression of the
colonial and‘ semi- colonial peoples and the struggle between the
large and small' Powers for markets and raw materials. a
diplomatic comedy " (Locarno) which the reformists of all
countries hold ‘as ‘wshering in a néw era - ‘is being staged.

The object of these comtinuous attacks on the rights and
interests of the toiling masses is to cheapen the costs of produc-
tion at the expense of Lahour Power. “Rationalise’” and “Ameri-
cariise” all itndertakings in order to get a§ much produced in a
Eiven time 2s possible and to squceze millions of “superfluous

ands” out of industry. Unemploym>nt has become a permanem
feature: i the most important countries (like Britain and Ger-
many) it has affected a considerable percentage of the working
class.  (rigantic conflicts threatening to destroy all that the
working class has gamed during the past few decades are on
us.  The coming conflict in Britain, particularly in the mining
induskry, promises to be of a most threatening character, as the
British bourgeoisie are splendidly organised and are endea-
vouring with the help of the right {;abour Party ‘and trade union
leaders to smash and disorganise the leftwar moving working
masses and their trade umions. The British bourgeoisie wants
to reduce the British working class to' the standard of living
obtaining for the workers on the Contifént who are worse paid,
with the object of competing on the world markets. The workers
of all' countries must devote particuldr attention to the coming
dispute in Britain and' do everything possible fo help the miners,
¢ngineers, and other sections of ‘the British proletariat in their
struggle against organised capitalism.

Furthermore, ‘the .imternationat bourgeoisie has not aban-
doned ‘the idea of fighting against the Only Republi¢ of Labour,
the U.S.S.R. All the a:tls and Wiles of thg ‘bonﬁ-geois diplomats
have been directed during’ the past year towards this ‘end.

The noose of inter-state and social contradictions 18 . drawing
tighter and tighter. i .
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How is the approaching dm?er to be fought? How are
the results of long years of struggle to be preserved? tHow are
the working class’ gains to be secured? These are the questions
at present agitating the minds of tens of millions of workers.
And right from ':ﬁe heart of these millions of workers there
has come and is looming large before us the amswer to the
questions of how we are to fight: The United Front of the
capitalists must be opposed by the United Front of the toiling
ntasses; the capitalists’ unity of action must be opposed by the
systematic unity of action of the workers of every political
tendency; the strongly centralised unity of the employers must
be opposed by the organisational unity of the trade unions; the
attacks of the bourgeoisie on the Rusgian Revolution and the
working class of* the U. S. S. R, must be apposed by bringing
the workers of the West together with the workers of the Soviet
Republics; the imperialists’ intentions in. regard to intervention
in the East, the robbery in the'colonies -and-their wholesale ex-
ploitatipn must be opposed by the fraternisation of the workers
of Europe and America wijth the workers of the colonies and
semi-colomnies. R )
What answer do the Second and Amsterdam Internationals
make to these demands coming right from the heart of the
working class? What is_interpational reformism proposing to
do to oppose the growing reaction?. What programme of action
do the so-called leaders. of the labour movement propose to those
workers at whose head they still stand? In reply to the demand
for unity and the setting up of a single organisation in each

. country and a single Allsin . International, the leaders of the

Second and Amsterdam International reply with a flat refusal.
they do not want unity; they do not: want to line up the
workers’ forces: they do not want to st hen the militancy
of the proletaniat. In onder to fight the Fascist reaction and the
growing damger of war they propose that an appeal be made
o the of Nations which, as is known, is_a mere tool
of the lmperialist Powers. To avert war and intervention in
China they propose bringing pressure to bear on the oconscience
and morality of the n classes, and  endless talk in every
mmaginable kind of Disarmament issions. No. matter what
serious question of urgency faces the working masses, the Right
Wing of the international labour movement, instead. of answening
to it, gives the address of — dhe of Nations. o

But the working class caunot and does not want to wait till
the right wing leaders of the: International Labour Moval_nel‘n
haggie something out of the bourgeoisie governments and their
League of Nations. The bourgeoisie is uvot nst talking
without end with the Amsterdamers on high n and ab-
stract subjects (like .international economic conferences, con-
ferences on disarmament, guarantee pagls, international social
legislation, the eight-hour day, and so forth) as long, as they can
carry on at the same timde with their work of oppressing and
easlaving the working masses. The working class must 0ppose
the bourgeoisie’s active policy. with its own class proletarian
policy of activity. That is wiy the recent R. I. L. U. Central
Council Session submitted a concrete Programme of Action and.
drew up such demands as may and must serve as a platiorm
to line up the workers ol every outlook. The United Front of
the bourgeoisie must be opposed by the united front of the
proletariat. This United Front must be consolidated on the 1926
First of May Day, on the holiday of the international working
class, on the day when the working class marches forth against
the bourgeois State and the Capitalist regime. )

The Programme of Action drawn up by the Central Counail
must,be a progranme of our May Day demands. The Executive
Bureau of the R.I.L.U. calls on all honest workers, all the
down-trodden and disinherited, on this our First of May Day to
down tools and carry the message of the following Programme
of Demands on their bammers: y A _

I. Fight all direct and indirecl: lengthening of the working
day; fight lor the eigbt-hour working day as maximum, and
six-hour day for workers underground and in injurious og-
cupations as well as for young workers up to 18,

2. Fight the lowering of the workers' living standards;
fight lor increasing real wages. Equal pay for equal work! .,

3. Fight fer State unemployment relief at minimum living
rates. ;

4. Fight for full ireedom of trade union organisations.

5. Fight against Fascist reaction and Fascisi monopoly
n trade union affairs! )

6. Fight to transfer burden of taxation 10 possessing classes.

7. Fight against bureaucracy, and for workers' democracy
. the Ir;xde/unions.

8. Fight for freedom of opinion inside the trade Uniong

9. Fight against all lorms of class collaboration genecy))
and new American forms particularly. . o v

10. Fight to get all workers, including womep Workers
and young wprkers, into the trade unions.

11. Fight lor the formation of a single Trade Union body
in each country. ;

12. Fight for rapprochement of workers of all counirie o
the working class of the U.S.S.R. . .

13. Fight for rapprochement of workers of the West 1o
workers of the East.

14. Fight against League of Nations and against that jp
strument of class collaboration the lnternational Laboy,
Office.

15. Struggle against War,

10. Fight for militant fraternal alliance
every political tendency against capitalists.

17. Fight lor creation of a Single Class International .
cluding trade unions of all countries, all races, and all continents,

“Men and Women Workers the world over! these sevenee
demands drawn up by the R.1.L.U. Central Counci] on the
basis of international experience can line up the toilers every.
where without distinction of their political convictions and
views. These elementary and class demands are of advantage
for every worker. Then let our demands be heard and the
mighty voice of Labour proclaim them forth everywhere, in the
towns and in the villages, wherever men work and {oil, op
this our holiday of international praletarian solidarity,

Proletarians and Oppressed Peoples of all Lands, Unite

of workers o

Executive Bureau of the Red Iuternational
,of Labour Unions.

THE WHITE TERROR

“Bloody Wednesday“ in Polish Galicia.
By Hiraoy.,

On the 3Ist March last there took phace bloody events in

Stryj (Polish Galicia). The Polish police fired ‘'upon a peaceful

démonstration of unem&loyed wood workers, mostly Ukrainians,

killing ten workers, -any them being a working woman, and
wounding about twenty others. _ L

Stry)'lies not fdr from’ the Carpatho-Czecho-Slovakian fron-
tier. The neighbourhood is rich in dorests and is a centre of
the Galician hrmber industry, with numerous saw-mills which
employ a considerable number of Ukrainian workers.

The disastrous situation of Poland’s economic life, which
has resulted in enormous unemployment throughout the (Y’lmm
also extends to Stryj. Thé largest saw-mills are standing i
and some thousands of workers, m;osfgf Ukt'ainians, wander
about for weeks without employment. these omly 750 are
on the register of the unemployed and receive unenmployment
benefit. The remainder are not' registered and receive no benefit.
The position of the latter is really terrible. They are actually
starving, their children are dying of tubercutosis and they them-
selves are driven by misery and privation to suicide.

The council of the free trade unioms in Stryj which  has
done everything possible in order to help the starving unem
ployed and eslablished an unemployed commi wirich os
several occasions approached the authorities in order to obtais
sﬁ)po' rt for the unemployed, has been dissolved by the distrid
airthorities. ' '

The Polish authoritiés, headed by the coalition government
incduding the P.P.S. (Polishi Social Democracy) is in this waJ
depriving the unemployed, as well as the entire working clast
in Stryj of their organisation, They intend by this means t
destroy the forces o% the unmn?loyed, as well (}s of the em
ployed workers and to render them incapable of struggle.

The dissolved trade unipn council telegraphed to the socid
democratic “Labpur Minister”, Sc)wmjt:ﬁ, and also to the
Central Trade Union Commissiop demanding help. They :':;
ceived no reply either from the “social dempcratic” Mims
for Labour. or from the Central, Trade Upjop Commission.

The indignation of the uvnemployed and also of the e+
ployed workers on account of the unlawful dissolution of od
trade union council was . tremendous. The workers Perw‘;hc
the object of the Polish coalition authorities and continued
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work of organising ibe ifgmgloyed. in spife .of Ahe’fact that the
trade hite) IR DO, WS ¢ IW Y . [y ‘ L By . '
On W l,,.m- Agunundmda.txlou_ Easter, a

ation of  uoenpployed went. to District Gqverpor and
mded g;'meht of the ungfplo);ﬁﬂzm ‘benefit that had long
been promused; : \The. Clovernar refused, tq /receive the delega-
tion, and his deputy “who received the delegation behaved in a
very rude and insolemt manner. At the same time the local
magistrates also refused fo receive the delegation and to take
1 note of their request. The delegation, returned e handed.

The desperate unemployed workers and. their wives, who
had waited for days for thg unemplayed dole for Easter, were
roused to the greatest indigmation on acoount of this criminal
and conterr iguoring.of their minimum demands on the
part of the well-fed officials of the coalition government;  they
jermed a procession of over 1500 unemployed ‘and marched
w the office of the governor and demanded work or main-
enance. A portion of the unemployed forced their way into
the premises of the governor and ded payment out of the
uwemployed dole. The crowd waited y outside. In the mean-
time a body of police (30 men), appeared on the scene. The
cowd greeted the police with hoots, but otherwise remained
qute calm Suddenly, without any reasom apd without any
warning, there was giveq the command: “fire”. Shots were
fred into the crowd, The blood of the workers who were shot
down splashed the walls of the governor’s house. The sur-
prisc and terror of the demounstraiors was tremendous. They
dispersed as quick as lightening, The Polish police achieved a
vdory over unartmed demonstrators. Four and 12 severely
wounded, of whom six dipd later, are tq be recorded to their
aooount, PR O oy

This horrible murder of peacetul demonstrators whg were
demanding “bread and work”, astounded the, whole . population
of the town of Stryj. [Even bourgeois newspapers expressed
thair iod.ig:ation on.account of this bloody deed of the Polish
plice. The, victims of “bloody Wednesday” are Ukrainian
workers.  Galicia. .is qoqupied  ferritory, in which the Polish
‘Schlachta” are ruling by, means of provocation and bullets.
When provogation does not. suffice, bullets are employed.

The rage;of the working class is enormous. The .Polish
bourgeoisie are  att ing 1o defend the bloody deed of the
police, and. are:trying, do make out that the police were actually
itacked. That. is 4 baee lie. This is best proved by the fact
tat nome of ;the police were wounded. .

The NOO& voalition govermmen; waunts o casi the blame
br “bloody Wedpesday” ou' to the “Commissar” Lazarevitch,
the bloodhound, of the pourgeoisie, who gave the order to fire.
They will mot succeed ip this,,Responsibi ity for “bloody Wed-
msday” noi, only ligs with, Lazarewitch but in the first place
with the coalition government and the P.P,S. (social demo-
cratic) Ministers, The blood bath in Stryj. is. not a mere acci-
dent ~ After Kalisz there came  Stryj, v This, is a system
A cruel. system of the. coalition . ovegnment and of. the leaders
o the Polish Socialist Party (a Party of the IL International),
which consists in the, physical extermination -of the working
dass of Polapd. The 'stryggle of the unemployed for main-
knance i to. be. stifled by. means of bullets. The workers are
o be subjected 1o a persistent terror in order that they shall
bose all desire 4o struggle and abandon their achievements to
the bourgeoisie. . . ., ,

The leaders of the Polish Social@st Party bave sunk a step

lower. From betrayers of the working class of Poland, from
wnfederates of the poisie, they have now become the
Gurderers of the working, class. The blood of the workers of
Stryj clings to them just,as. it does to fhe bourgeoisie. Retri-
:xmon for the blood of working 'class will be demanded
om both of them. The time is approaching.

the Pan-Serbian Dictatorship
in Montenegro. |
By .M. M ermet (Belgrade).

The question o#Mon ro which was annexed to Yugo-
:)h'ﬂa a5’ a result of'the world war, 'stit remains unsolved. L%:e
i-Serbiae Hegemonists .af, -Belgrade may do whatever they
¥ill in order-to-create the belief that it is finally solved. The
:21‘1‘“' facts, ;wihich.are stronger tham their desires, completely

e their assertions, , Montenegro . which is under the yoke
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of oppression, is persistently striving for its freedom and in-
dependence. The general unrest prevailing in the country, the
frequent insurrections, the uncertainty, the armed strugghes, the
results of the elections are eloquent proofs of this.

The name of Dr. Vukaschin Markovitch who recently fled
to Vienna in order to escape death, is closely bound up with
this emancipation movement. One can even say that be is its
soul and inspirer, He is at present held in prison in Vienma,
and the govermment of Belgrade is persistently demanding his
extradition and accuses him of the most phantastic crimes.

The shameful calumnies of the rulers of Belgrade are en-
tirely without effect. The whole life of Markovitch, who is today
over 55 years of age, has been right from his earlies youth
the life of an uorelenting, devoted and bold revolutiopary. For
many years he was compelled to live in exile. After his return
from Russia to Belgrade in the year 1921 he was thrown into
prison. After his release he was exposed o fresh persecutions
in Montenegro on acoount of his agitation among the peasants,
by whom he was always greatly loved. He was obliged to flee
to the mountains; he was declared an outlaw and a reward of
100,000 Dinar was offered for his capture dead or alive. Whole
battalions of soldiers were employed to hunt him down, but
thanks to the support of the peasants who idolised him. they
could mever get on his track.

Binally, the authorities, by means of terrorising the peasants
in the neighbourhood, who were forced to demand from Mar-
kovitch that he give himself up io the authorities (who had
given their word of houour 10 let him go free again), succeeded
in achieving Markovitch’s arrest. The word of honour was of
course broken; Markovitch was kept in the prison of Cetinje,
from” whence he succeeded again in making his eseape.

.Among the many lies which the clique of Belgrade are
spreading against’ 'Markovitch is ‘the accusation that he mur-
dered the engineer Mjustikovitch. It has now been proved at
the trial’ in Cetinje which lasted several months, that the mur-
der of Mjushkovitch was an act of the agent of Jovan Plamenatz
who is a former agent of ltalian imperialism, a betrayer of the
cause of the people of Montenegro and a lackey of Belgrade.
The court even demanded that Plamenatz should appear before
it. The government, however, instead of handing him over to
justice. appointed the vile murderer Plamenatz as its represen-
tative in Prague! .

Persecutions are not confined to Dr. Markovitch, they are
extended to his whole family. His old father was .mishandled,
his niece and his nephew were thrown injo prison.

The international proletariat must raise its emphatic protest
against the shameful demand of the Belgrade . government for
the extradition of Markovitch, as well as against the arbitrary
reign of terror of the Pan-Serbian dictators in Montenegro.

E.C.C. L
Constitution of the E. C. C. L.

On the 17th of March, after the conclusion of the work
of the Enlarged Executive, there was held a session of the
E.C.C.1. at which there took place the election to the Presi-
dium, to the Org Bureau and to the Secretariat of the E. C.C. I.

As, substitutes ot the Chairman of the E.C.C.I;, Comrade
Zinoviev (who was elected at the V. Copgress of the Coni-
intern), there were elected: Comrades Bucharin, Thaelmann and
Semard.

The !ollowing vomrades were elected to the Presidium of
the E.C.C.L: Zinoviev, Bucharin, Stalin (Soviet Union),
Manuilsky (Ukraine), Thidlmann, Remmele (Germany). Semard,
Treint (France), Ercoli (ltaly), -Smeral (Czechoslovakia), Fer-
guson, (Great -Britain), ~Kuusipen' (Finland .and Bakic States),
Katayama (Japan), Sir-Fan (China), Roy (Orient), Kilboom
Sweden), Kaolaroy kan, Federation), Rutbenberg (United

ates of America), a. Zetkin, , Lozovsky, (Red Infernational
of Labour. Unions), and | Lomgnadse (Young Conunnist Infer-
national). The dollowing comrades were elected as substifutes
i the Presidium of the E.C.C.L: Dimitrov (Bulgaria), Bosch-
kovitch . i), ucki (Polapd), Bedacht ﬁl,l rited States
of, Ameriga), aod. Vuyovitch (Young Communist In tional).

The following comwrades were elected o the. Qeg Bureay
of the E.C.C.L: Kuusinen, Humbert-Droz,. Rey, Smeral,
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Geschke, Riatnitzki, Manuilsky, Treipt, Ercoli, Dimitrov, Fer-
guson and.,Petrov. In-addition the heads of departments of -the
E.C.C.L and the representatives of the co-operative department
of the E.C.C.L, of the Young Commmunist International and
of the Jmternational Women's Secretariat also belong to the
Org - Bureau, The following, comrades were elected as sub-
stitutes tp the Org Bureau of the E.C.C.l.: Jacob, Pepper and
Korablum, .
The. dollowing comrades were elected to the Secretariat of
the E.G.C.IL: gechkt (Germany), Jacob (France), Ercoli
ly), Ferguson (Great Britain), Smeral (Czechoslovakia),
uusinen, Humbert-Droz, Roy, Piatmitzki, Kornblum and
"Petrov. Comrades Dimitrov' and Pepper were elected as sub-
stitutes. “In-addition to'this a representative of the Young Com-
munist International participates in the sessions of the Secre-
tariat with ‘an advisory'wvote:

At ﬁhe same sessjon the new siructure of the L.C.C.L,
its organ and its apparatus was taken as the basis. This struc-
ture will secure a corred, systematic work of the E.C.C.L, of
the Presidiym, the Org Hureay and of the Sekretariai, as well
as a more careful preparation of quesfions. In drawing, this up
regard was had to the resolutign of the XIV. Party Conference
of the Communist Party of the ‘Soviet Union on strengthening
the apparatus of the Comintern, whereby the course is {o be
directed towards an ever ‘i ng i nce of the foreign
Conmmnist Parties in the 1 hip ‘of the Communist Inter-
national.’ ¢

A very essential part of the reorganisation of the Secre-
tariat, the persomnel of which must be considerably extended in
order to increase in it the representation of the foreign Com-
munist Parties and to distribute the work in the best manner,
is the organisation of so-cajled Section Nationa]) Secretariats.

These Section Secretariats are.organs of the Secrefariat of
the E.C.C.1. and work under. its I ship and ,control. It
is the .duty .of each Secretariat to study.systematically and to
discuss the, situation of the. countries and of the Communist
Parties coming within its sphere, to prepare the questions for
all decisive. argans of the C.l., to carry through the decisions
of these organs and to control the carrying into effect of these
decisions by the sections of the C.]. in question.

These Section Secretariats are to consist .of+a responsible
secretary of the E.C.C.l. and some representatives of the sec-
tions ‘of the Comintern, chiefly of those countries in which
work is being conducted by the Secretaniat in question. The
collective elaboration and preparation of these questions is there-
by, assured. There is also assured that the representatives of the
various ;Commumist Parties, the members and substitute mem-
bers of the E.C.C. 1. become aocquainted with the situation of

r countries than . their_own_and.are drawn.into. the work
of the apparatus of the E.CiC.1,

By decision of the Presidium -6f 24th March Section Secré-
tariats are set up for the following groups of countries:

I. France, French colonies, Italy, Belgitm and Switzerland.

2. Germany. _

3. Czechostovakia, Austria and lHungary. |

4, Great Britajn, Ireland, Holland, Australia, South Africa,
British India and Duich East Indies.

5. Uniled States of America, Canada and Japan.

6. Spain, Portugal, Mexico and ‘the South American States.

7. Sweden, Norway, Denmark ‘lceland.

8. Poland. Finland, FEsthonid l.atvia ‘and Lithuania.

0. Bulgaria. Yugoslavia, Roumania, Albania, Greece.

10. The. Soviet Union.

11. The Far and Near East (China, Korea, Mongolia, Tur-
key, Persia, Egypt, Syria and Palestine).

In' ‘addition some Secretanies of the E.C.C.1. are respon-

sible for connection with the various departments of the
E.C.C.1. (Agitprop, Org Department, Information 'Departmient,
Publishing : t, Connection" Department), 'as ‘well/ as
with the - Co-operative t of the E.C.C.I, with the
International Womien’s Secretariat and ‘with the non-party mass
organisations. ‘ 1

""For the elaboratian and pre:Fa.rat'ion of questions of a trade

umion chdracter a permdnent Union Cotmmission' was
created comsisting of the’ fellowing comrades: Zinoviev, 'Biicha-
rin, Piatnitzdi, Frooti, Treint, Ferguson, Smeral, Geschke,

Tomsky, Lozovsky and Nim
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WORKERS'_CORRESPONDENCE |

Letter from a Moscow Iron-moulder
the Workers of England.
Dear Comrades, workers of England!

This briigs you my fraternal greetings.

In l)emnﬁ' r 1025 | read, in the newspaper “Rabotschaja
Moskwa” (Working Moscow) about an incident whick happeneq
among you in the town of Plymouth.

Lady Astor, the wife of 'a millionaire, maintaitied that po
English worker would consent, to sfay for a certain time with
us in Russia, even if alt his travelling expenses were paid,
Our message to you however is that our country is not flowing
with ‘milk and honey but that we are ai least masters of oy
own house. 1 am very sorry for Lady Astor who lacks evey
the most elementary political knowledge. The whole world
knows that, where capital holds sway, the proletarian has
nothing to lose but his chains.

Without any intention to embellish facts, conditions in the
U:S.S.R. are as follows:

The housing problem’ is’-very aeute, not however because
refits are high, but because the housing accomodation available
is not emough to go round.

The condition of living and of wages are as follows: a
highly skilled workman, a metal-worker of the 9th category for
instance, has a fixed monthly waiie of 63 roubles 'and an addi-
tional wage (according to a collective agreement) of 75% m
“hot” workshops and 50% in “cold” ones. This is the minimum
rate. In our works, the average additional wage' of contrac
workers in December 1025 were: Smiths — '169%, foundrv
workers 144%, turners — 150%, mowddérs — 102%, fitters
— 04%, sometimes however smiths less than tounders and
moulders more etc. The averdge wage of a founder is 100
roubles a month, besides which he gets from the works one
pair of boots to the value of 16 'roubles, 1 suit of overalls -
8 roubles, for wear and tear 'bf tools — 12 roubles, and for
holidays 100 roubles. If a worker has beenill for a month
during the year, he also gets' 100 roubles sickness insurance.
His ‘thoome thus amounts 'to '1,236 roubles per year for 10
months actual work, This means 3 roubles 38 kopeks per day.
Expenses are as follows? rént, wWhi¢ti“is’ caloulated on the basis
of wages, z}moums to 15 ko "a day'for a floor area of 3sq.
sagcha’ (6'/5 sq. metres), eélectric light (25 caridle power) 5 kopeks
a day, fuel 15 kopeks, 2'1b. white bread 16 kopeks, 1 1b. rve
bread 4 kopeks, | 1b. meat of 'best quality 25 kopeks, *'. liter
mitk 17 kopeks, coffee and tea 20 kopeks, */i 1B butter 3
kopeks, vegetables 25 kopeks; 33 kopeks are reqired for various
subscriptions, taxes etc. Total 2 roublés 21 kopeks. The rest of
the money remains over' to spend on clothing, ' editgation and
entertainments. The prices quoted aré market prioes, in the co-
operative stores they are rather less. But yoi “know, Comrades.
that the Russian does not pratice econofmy either in produc
tion or at home. This is the reason why private trade is sfill
active in oiir country, though we class-conscious workers know
that we shall finally put an end to it. In every factory, the
workers are given credit to' the amount of one tnonth’s wages.
to be repaid in instalments within 6 months. ‘

Under the Tsarist Tegime, it is true, the workers also had
credit, but they were supplied: with ‘inferior goods at exorbi
tant prices. Now things are' different; the worker can buy fur
niture, clothirig etc. of thoroughly géod ' quality from the Stae
shops without' the prices being raised.

Finally, Conrrades; I send my kmdﬁnrds tqg Lady Astor,
tell her she might fork -out 2 few"hundred poutids so that yo!
can come to Soviet Russia, where white bears are said to pro

men%the streets of Red Moscowsy .0 3. |

rades, if yoli want -fo ‘know -thore ' details “about our
conditions of living, write .and ask, questions, and we will an¥
wer them. ’ ’

TEBEREEEERET

Gey

L

" With' ‘heartiest greetings!
. lvan: Aptonov, ‘ y
Comswunist, moulder in- the “Lemin Works'
‘Moscow, 'Barnoskvoretzki’ District.
t P8, My address js:
Moscow,'Gaw rikewd> Uliza,
" Lesnoriadeki Pereulok No. 6, 6.

e e

Proprietor, Publisher and responsible Editor: Dr. Johannes Wertheim, Vienna, VIII., Albertgasse 26.
Printers: “Elbemuhl”, Vienna, IX. Berggase 31.




	v06n29-p0439
	v06n29-p0440
	v06n29-p0442
	v06n29-p0444
	v06n29-p0446

