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The,_,Retreat of the People’s Armies in
China and the International Proletariat.

By TangShinShe.

What is the Significance of Fepg Yu Hsix‘mg’s Deieat ?

Thanks 10 the support of Japa:me ’croops 'which fougit on
hmi Tso Lin's side 1n Chinese uriforms, thatks 0 Japmuﬁa.vmg
ited the transport of troops Within ‘@ certain  zone,

rmll\ thanks to the indri of Jd spies, Chang Tso Lln
¥2s able 10 overgome hxsg;f'wmmj Wap}bump 1(10 gu‘tlf Lin n.nd
© have him excci%ed On’the ott:her hand, in of bhin su
Emed with English morey, in'spite of ‘bex supplied with
ritish munitidns and arms, Chen S ui Mdng, the English lackey,
Vas not able o achieve success in 1he Canton
Governmeng, In the same ‘way, m q(g‘m ¢ uimerqus' English
Warships lying 'at Hong! d'sh Director of Customs
Wis not able “to mam:in e 'blodm - of Oan‘bon which was
directed against' the strikers.

It unupon: the Englqsh in ‘'order ‘not to -have similar sad ex-
p?““"wu in Nomtb Oha;u have joined the more, fortunate Japa-
b bse; this is, Qearly expressed. g the fact hat, Wu Pei Fu (the

";“ iwkey) a.nd phauz Tso Lin, (the ] lagkey) who

15, workin,
W"‘h” wldert dpg:an oi 5‘-‘ e }.heRedsx mba%
vour oi the national revelution,
. m -mgi nw.m'hons, da;d;

Peuple s aniies, which amem
d h they have,. plem
though
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'Matum to the Chinese GO’Vernmsen't to clear e Taku forts and

remove the mines,
withdraw.

Doés this retreat mean nothing but a defeat of Feug Yu
Hsiang? No! It is a blow aimed by the international imperialists
against the whole Chinese movement for freedom, which they are
trying to suppress with all the means in their power. Their next
aim is 1o attack from the East the Soviet Union, the headquarters
of the world revolution, which naturally sympathises with the
Chinese national revolation. Even now they are using every effort
to tear asunder the friendly relations between China and Russia
and' 'are carrying on extensive propaganda @gainst Russia in
China. ‘This was also the reason why he Jdpanese, (hrou?rh
their willing tool Chang Tso Lin, promoted the confliot on the
East Chinese railway. Afterwards they rlﬁlend 10 proceed against
the revolutionary Canton Govm\mm' '

that the people’s armies were compelled 10

Will the Impenahm Jaehieve their aim?

ugh +he people’s am‘,zé} 'h.hvé J;ost Tlcntsm and Peking
there is no need to

nd n have 0 ew

a F&dm nmé l T‘{'ne fate oileﬂi:l'é“;g: voium?infns by Eo mgra‘nhs
hiriese ‘peop swﬁ and fermenting, The

Ldeaoﬁgveoﬂutmmalrea.dlii eeply IOOfe%gl b the masses and all,

e to fegr it ; mi vain, Neither is it now ible.
¥ wmm ws g finnion the wﬂwm,. the

reyolitiog, Th atile to hold the Provinces of
%’M ‘and® ‘&u u: Sacha-ori and Ghi-Yuan.
hey “can 'm useof meﬂ the fighting 'which ‘will ensue

for a shont time, in order to undertake the purging and re-
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organising of theiy ranks and 1o get rid of -vaqilating glementns | 71 r Gonditions in China have m‘a)nﬁ‘lﬁl'bbgna MOFE . achic
Finally, there 'éxsjs'tai'ﬁu i‘}fe?tmng,g -!ivi’;:, rtgvolmibnabr? troops of since the sanguinary eveids in Peking on Man ?gl alx:d since
the Canton Government in South China, whose influence alread) : Feng ) ! at the inter.

reaches into the

On the other
the--opponents. T
the imperialistd  in*Ching, " 1. )
which does not join in everything, but wau
of -its-.own,-to areate the.ianpr

gtse Qistri8 inge Cegtra
interesis, o fpather’ 4

y a clever policy -

1 of being 4 inn?m angel . P

in order to win China’s fnends'm). The % &e &‘:‘r il

ilitary wilers will, also lead to, conflicts bed mg o
.

ower of
ir oppouny
AP Vg

y will fly at one another as sgon as thq"‘féo
is out of their reach, . oia oF

Amie AN
. indd

W i
eﬂﬁg" '
furiously  the White Tegror is already raging’in. China and how
much worse it ‘threatens 10 becowes < .« 1 0 AR ¥

{

g~

‘?‘WL,GF'N ?rs u'e l" . -'
rébfﬂ eople’'s primd
ina ans. frogy/T i ﬂs‘x%u&n
means are ﬁld Lagzia.k its force, the movemen

o

opetied " sHarp Tire oil una demonstrators ‘Whd were ™ pro-
lesting against the ultimatum of the imperialistic Powers with
regard to blockading the Chinese river Peiho; more than 7Q per-,
sons were killed and hundreds wounded. ¢ ; 1

The magistrate of the international quarter in Shanghai took
wnwarrantable liberties; he gave direct orders to the lgaal mui
tary ruler Sun Chuan Fang to shoot down, according to martial
law, a leader of the peasants 4fid “the President of the Shanghai
Trades Council.

The murderers have a legal justification for all such foul
proceedings! As already reported, there is in' 'China’ a faw
against robbers andia law for police protection, which can of
course be applied at any time inst robbess. Since 1914, thowr
sands of revolutionaries have, fallen vietims to these jaws. If
the law for police protection is strictly carried out, any organi-
sation, any association, any meeting can be prohibited an the
participants arrested, while according to the law against robbery,
any person who is disapproved of can simply be shot.

Attitude‘_shqgld: ﬁh‘- ‘thermionaj_ p"‘mg‘?-{‘”?ﬂ‘ ;
e W LS et g

%

What : o tapig
: U507 ViPNentsr 16 China? o 3 Gl
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agai é vention and the interference ol the international
imperi~lista in Chinese affairs, against the blockade of Canton,
against the ultimatum demanding the evacuation of the Taku
forts, and ainst the employment of Japanese and Russian
White Guardist soldiers in Chinese unilorms to fight agamst
the Chinese people. It is imperative that they should try, undes
the slogan of “Haods off China”, 10 resoue their opp essed Chi-
nese brothers from the clutches of the imperialist colonial
polificians.

It is well known that the Chinese peasants and workers,
who comprise more than 90% wof the population of China, are
e chiel forces of the revolution. They have already proved
by heroic fighting how seriously they take the revoluion. Bt how
is 1l possible, unprofected and wnarmed, theatened by inhumau
laws, to fight against the bayosets, maohma-fms, big guns,
and 1anks of the imperialists? It is then the task' and the
sacred duty of the imemadi(a:m. jwroletariat to: come {0 their aid
and, in a united front with the fists, to stapt vigorous action
against the White Terror in China. They should also support
with all energy the demand of the Chinese for a law for the
protection of the peasants and. woskers. T .

There is at, present momen a good opportumty the
internatiofial pnoﬂ[g;;mmiat to jnteryene, now, when the intermational
imperialists are holding’ a conference on extra-ferritoriality in
Peking. Althoygh the imperialists are guilty of further - inter-
ference” in Chipese affairs, in that fhey are underkalq%m sti-
gations info Chingse laws and prisons on the strengtl of ‘the
Washington Chind' agreement of 1922, the internationg] prole-
tariat mus! make use of this opportunity and above, all dema
laws against robbers ayd lor po:
ation of a law for fhe protection of

=i =

the abolition of the i
lice protection and the
workers and peasants.

On March 18th Tuan She Sui, the tool of the’ impérialists; =
 Tuan She Sui, the 1001 o
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Collapse_in Geneva. .
8th apd 2

Lga\duw ‘}r\n‘c\e}j;% thgf[’#\’dé"ﬁ

e <
£ W . g e .
J 7w -8 B g .‘
el g 6 . . ) 57 . (
% pegor iustiimieniyofgl oLagno ngly 1 Ce
nevi. The Conference of the Leagle o ended Wwith .

- even-be- paratysed. ~it-is - necessary’ to “know--how -~ scandatous- collapse--of - the . idea—of - peaceiul —understandiog”

| bébween | the capitalist Powers of Burope. 110 e 10
Deig it 8 sHagetdlly humitidfed. She Hal Been assiduously
énficed A 'J‘md,%thurms of the Lgag ,szf,..N,.r_P,._atlon ghe had bees
promised a place of honour in the “happy Tamily ol the \T.'m.'n
pean “peoples’. (iermany had resignedly consented to il the
conpessions demanded of her, she had squlsswgly yl('.i‘.hul T
the flaltery and promises offered her, all this to gam the “'Sucr
Seat” in the Council of the League of Nations. Germany had
already planted both feet on the threshold of the edifice uf the
League of Nations. The bpurgeoisie and the Sogial Democrat
Press of Germnany had already burned incense to the “‘wisdom
of lLocarno. Now, Germany has been driven from the threshold;
it has been suggested to her 1o “eall n” in. September at
the next Conference of the League of Natjons, when the question
of her admission will once more be jplaced, on the agenda.

For us Commiunists, the collapse of the mac‘,hmanunn of
Geneva is nothing umexpected. We have always “been aware
of the:predatory, ipsetrdo-pacifst nature of the'League of ‘\,1,"“0”’.1
We never had any doubt as to the true character of the "spini!
of Locarno. We have always ummrcuﬂiy‘cmpo"sed all the con-
tradictions between the catﬁ;talisﬁc “substance” and the cap-

alistic " gpirith t iffere between the-bour
ml_;_s(';&s‘ il:‘l% e l;l: é"}%ﬁl m.‘”i g,} e snothe
@fg'e of the ion “hefe ma ki blocs: com-

| it ey A ' i , and,, bipakiou qpdehinadio y chafiéings, reciproogl g;ﬂon ind
SRS S s AT B DB ¢

manent peaceful cooperation between the Powers whuh‘ e
“united” under the black flag of exploitation and rapach
a ‘Utopian absundity.

) .ent happenings in Cieneva have opened our ¢y 0
the J:;n:r?g dtby:g &f theutost burning’ and” acute dmens.ml:
by which Lurope has been possessed sinee the war and snmn
Versaitles. The axis round which the chief contradml(éu;uljn
Geneva have rq‘fa‘ted. is the autagpulsm‘tgptwl‘egn Grelat. 8&“
and France, A violeny siruggle has been going on between Wit
Britaip and Frange lor fhe hegemony over fhe cglp\tahvlll}:erﬂ
of the PEuropean coniinent. Chamberlain, the ‘peaccin o
chivarously protegied Germany. Speculating Q%gwule db'ﬂ'[:'lll\‘i
between Ciermany and, Framce, he reckoq 'ml'(JL"tl;»lﬁlﬂ
admjssion to the League of Nations would make bim ‘f—bming
master in the Jaffer, France on the other hand, did m“gulc'
possible, to favour Polapgd. " and & pURber of other ot
ewdeavoured to, procure thém seats 1n ‘u}e coypeil, of ﬁ?v -1':\.1,;
hoping thereby to weaken (Great Britain’s posjuon by a «l¢
iy the League of Nations’ Coungil, Vol

The antagonisms between Creat Britain and France 2
inte'nsified‘“byg(;he quarrels’ between “Poland ‘fmd' Ger.t‘nﬂ;]vd:

arding’ the Guestions of frontiers; 'of:Ddnzig'and of the e
%orrido‘r, France and ltaly ‘dlso imvg séinié a(?qus \p‘lf‘ra
The South European fascist corsair is ng’ with i
for influence in the South Fastern countries i
has his ‘p&‘ns for 2 “ocarno of theiy, own”"sor the count
of Southern Edrope and the Balkafis, ‘Al the,
lia.ly‘*ﬁ ‘formed a temporary bloc wﬁhm P aguinst T
which 1§ strivipg for unlon with Germaih‘l" ‘yeation ol 9%
is such that it 'seems Thore advantageoiss fof Mu sofini 10
Chamberlain’s “Locarno”. ‘ :

ween  Gar t

Militarisme The'
are analpgous' 16 the aims of the old, reactionary |
i , old, '

f l‘vkvuerx}i<;l1‘t‘Q e IS o DR IO
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These an§l’ -other contradictiodis -In 'Eurepe itseM -are over-
Jnadowed by 'the ‘contradictions  between America and Europe.
It is not yet clear in all its/details, what part the United States
aaved in the collapse at Cenevay 'but there 'cannot be the
shghtest doubst that it did play a part and that the unleashing of
Furopean ~(ﬂs’sjte‘n?ipn's‘ is to her v”"mage. b

fhe formal,e¥planation of the »!aihugl, of the attempt fo
wmiie 19, an, yndepstanding. is, an_alfogether t{éﬁ}‘iﬁ. one, i e.
e “unexpected” abstinacy of — Br&ll.l.qnkau demanded
2 seat inithe Council, This comic opera mgsquerade, this shame-
jul playing with, dummy figures will degeive pp one. Everyone
will understand. that France and .Great, ;'y“{a'w did not succeed
m coming -to An understanding fon, .bagis ol Locarno”.
Everyone Will tlrasgl»ﬂ}e fact that the fajlure of the Conference
of the League.of Nations is a serious .dj fic defeat, for
Chamberlain. It is pot for nothing that he-isimow sufiering frowm
hinter disapy ", amd, pot for mothing. that, the Brifish
Press has fallen into a pessimistic state,of nerves.. With beating
of drulxl&ipd fanfare, of trumpets, his Rﬁn that, Britain should
grasp all the h;pad,s of ;European policy has - éo,lapsed. '

The cotlapsé’ of Geneva is a crisis in the League of Nations,
s an ignominiows deféat of the “spirit oft Locarno”, is a .shame-
ful hwmitiaflon 6f Geérman diplomacy. The League of Nations
kias shown ijséH 40 be: what it really is; an instrument of capi-
ahst subjygation 'ind a filthy “¢loack ' of contradictions. And
wuly. since Geneva, “dark days” avé’ ahead of'it!

IL
I'he bourgeois and Social Democratic Press clearly reflects the

moods of dissatisfaction 'and ‘dis?pbighﬁem'wmm have taken
possessiort of all the adherents Lbcarho in consequence of
the comic fi af Ggneva. The sincere " the ' hypocritical
enthusiasts  far _‘:“Eu_rgpe‘sliiest ‘d@;‘,"‘,' fhe statesmen and pofi-
iicians of the ,bqqiseois and soclalist, fype, are’'summoning w
all their courage and are obliged to fag ﬁ unpleasihg spectacle
of the impotence of the “spirit” of Locarro, which hung 'over
Luropean,. “chgos” in a tragicomic manner. The temperature
chart of “the p? ism af ﬁ%‘fﬁ mm’«’ “Shows ™ a steady
rise. 1 spite of+#li possible sem J4dsseverations” and
X PlANABIORORL: v + ot ot i s

Germagy, ., cayrse, is3.n,the lepst, enviable pogsijjon.
However x!m.h mea?(if;man’ﬁeﬁbvgf}ﬁheﬁt "tries to repfé}em
things as thotgh really nothing had happened, however much
it asseverates that the spirit of Locarfio “has actually trium-
phed”, shame, helpless rage and a feeling of humiliation has
seized the German Press which was. so “full of 'hope”. The
cold douche “which Ciermany received in  Geneva has forced
even some elements .among the rich pourgeoisie to copsider
seriously whether ,Germaay is right in, ‘forientating towards the
West”. The petty bourgeoisie and the “middle classes” feel that
they have. been deceived by the illusions,of Locarno. No, doubt
there is a certain 'connection -between the extraondinary success
of the people’s demand in the question of the confiscation of
the property of.the “ruling houses” apd. the failure of German
foreign policy. The success of the people’s demand; exceeded all
epectation. As far as can be g ed at, present, more than
12 million votes, have been ¢ This js, evidence of the
growth of anﬁ-(ﬁove:ument tendencies., even  in the petfy bour-
geons and peasant circles of the population. This also bears
Wilness to the “suctess of the Commiunist ‘Party which is con-
ducting the thovement for the peaple’s ‘demand for the ex-

i

propriation of the former riMérd.
fhe resuymé of the sifuatioii in Eurppe which is mest
eymical and at ‘tbf same tyme, nearesi {o the truth, is thaf made
b the ideolagists of the Amegrican beurgeoisi¢, The United
Sales opeuly, stafe that (eneya was a hanal bay ining bet-
Brifain and Fraxmqfq‘ dccmiyg”inﬁp;g.mkﬁe

Usited Stales, draw. the conclusion that the pacifjst, speech-making

Was only decorative talk and thatthmug 1 Nations has

been actually .torn in pieces by the forces of nationalism and
actupl aims of the preser "4 eague’ of Nations
1in ”flogx Allitnce”

st ()

Since Gieneva, he Mxesiaiul'bourgeoisdef.ddol&res,. that the

idea of general disarmament . is; bumbug; it deglines fo take part

in a disarmament conference. It scornfully declares that it has
now fost all feeling of “confidence” in Europe; and it is of
course no longer “inclined” o comcern itse with Furopean
affairs. The more however it speaks of not' interfering, the more
it .does interfere and the finmer is the hold it takes of Furope
with its iron paw. The collapse in Geneva doincides with a
sEtrengthenmg of the pressure of the United States on capitalist
urope. ‘

_ Itis interesting to contrast the cynical aftitude of the United
States with the attitude taken by Social Demecracy in Europe.
Some of the leaders imdeed, such as MacDouald, have been
struck dwmb since Geneva. MacDonald felt “gick at heart” be-
cause oneg more of the illusions with, which the masses could
be fooled was shattered. The Berlin “Vaonwiirts” however deter-
miged to excel itsell and the American, capitalists.. Whereas even
the American prinegs of finance lowdly and insistently compare
the League of Nations to the sangminary ‘‘Holy Alliance” ol
Metternich, the “Vorwirts™ calls upon the German workers (o
join in a “united front” — in favcur of the Lea of Nations.
in favapr of Locarnoe and in favour, of a peaceful alliance bet.
ween the exploiting States of Europe, What else indeed could
be expected from Social Democracy? HMas it not given valuable
support to the Chamberlains and the Briands? Its agents Bou-
cour, Yandervelde and Unden took an active share in the dis-
graceful bargaining at Geneva, What is naw left for then 1w
do but to try and piece together the broken pitcher of Locarno?!

Class Differentiation in Iragq.
‘ By J. B. (Jeriisalem).

In the time pneced'in_g the war, Inaq -— the territory between
the Euphrates and the Tigris. which 1s now under an English
Mandate —— ‘was, under the rule of the Twrkish Sultans, cul-
turally one of the most backward provinces. The tand (espe-
cially the sowthern part) is distinguished by its great fertility, and
although the contrast between the rich iandowners and the
small tenants was fairly pronounced in the country. the rec
procal relations were nevertheless jof a qpatriarchal, idyllic cha-
racter. This was still more marked in the towns, where the
inhabitants were largely occupied in trate or handicrafts, to the
exclysion of all industry. .

The war completely altered this ‘state of affairs. Iraq became
a theatre' of war, first German ‘and then Fnglish troops deva-
stated the country. The poorer strata of 'thé popudation, the small
peasants, were those who suffered most: they were completely
ruined. ' The Pashas and large tandowners, who had previously
sided 'with the Turks, very soon made peace with the new English
Power. The broad masses of ‘the people however were soon
driven to revglt by the distress wihich prevailed amongst them.
In 1920 there was a serious insurrettion inm which, apart from
the Bedouin tribes, the urban population chiefly took part, and
it was only with t difficulty that Great Britain mastered
this revolt. No less than 0000 insurgents were killed.

Great Britain then set up am “Arab” Ki::g‘ King Feisul,
to rule in Iraq. The whole cique of Pashas and Begs grouped
themselves round Feisul and rendered obedient service to Eng-
land. This however immediately produced integsification of
class antagomisms in the Arab population ?t';é". The Nationa-
tists, who are supported by the poor population of the towns
and_ by the peasantry, could not fight against England, the
archenenty, without at the same time aﬂ;%u' ig Feisul and his
Pashas. The idyllic condition quickly “came an end. The
uppermost stratum became more ‘and ‘more  intimately allied
with the ruling English officials :and even abandoned Arab
customs and observances in order to ape ‘the' English. The [ashas
sent their sons to English Universities and sold their land to the
Bnglish Generals and Compmissionérs at banquets and gymk-
hangs. Amougst the lowest gtrataon the etber hand, indignation
and Matred of the rich, classes .gpread in ever-widening circles.
To this must be added .that the,English are inclined to turm the
fruitiul  country.0f Mesopotamia .into a peasant colopy angd. the
small peasants ipto plantation staves. In the North, in dhe Mosul
district, the, wof  small peasants: who are losing, their
land, are ifduced 40 wark. at the petrolewm wells. In this way. a
rura} and urban proletariat is being created. s
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The antagomism bejween the classes in Iraq has lound ite
clearest expressjon, in the last few months when two questions
of vital i o Iraq. have been under diseussion: the
Mosul qnm the question of the Anglo-lr;g Treaty. The
question was whether Iraq should join England against the
oung Turkish R ic, or shoyld join the latter against E"ﬁ'
{is'h. unpenialism, Pashas ' and «did everything possible
in onder to #urn the people against Turkey. In doing so they
q_nde use of the dema_gog\ic argument of identifying the new

urkey with the old ‘Tirkish ism, and'emphasised the
necessity of a “national”™ resigtance to the Turks etc.'The broad
masses of the peog‘é ‘nevertheless would not allow' themselves
10-be led astray, When ‘the news was received that Mosul was in-
cluded in the English Mandate, there were, at the same time as the
triumphal parades ot the official authorities, stormy anti-English
demonstrations in Kirkuk; Mosul and other towns, which could
only be suppressed by the military. (The English news agencies
of course maintained dead silence with regard to these mani-

m"“'ls’ Wi i 'l"!‘ |

fes A‘fevg weeks later, the Anglo-Iraq treaty was o' be ratified
by the so-called: “Parliament™. The Pashas were in such terror
o{ a | lar movement against this treaty, the purpart of which
‘wias enslavement of Iraq for twenty years, that t wanted
to discuss the treaty in a secret sitting of Parliament. The Oppo-
sition protested: against this and was suppanted’ by the crowds
which *had> collected in front'of the parliament. The Government
summoned | the ‘police, had the recalcitrant members of Par-
liament removed by force, dispersed the assembled crowds
and Parliament passed the treaty in the course of a single night
in a secret sitting. )

This however is by na means the, end of the fight. On the
contrary, as ‘the distress among ‘the people increases in conse-
quence of the predatory nule of English smperialism (in Iraq
villages which pay no taxes are bombarded by English air-
oraft. ..), in the same measure is the class-consciousness of the
lower strata, iptensified and even langer masses are Jounng the
national revolutionary movement against the English and the
clique of King Feisul and his Pashas, which is supporting them.

Letter from Brazil.
By B, D. (Rio de Janeiro).

The Presidential Flection took place recemly in Brazil. As
wias to be expeated, Luiz Washington, the candidate OhOSEl’}'bf’ the
Government, a typical representative of the “Fazenderos” (large
landowners) and formerly President of the Bazilian Federal
State of Sao Paolo, was elected. His predecessor and worthy
friand Bernmardes will undgubtedly be satisfied with the result of
the election, as he knows that his successor 1s certain to continue
the aml;i;rmleta‘ria-n policy which he himself pursued with so
much ardour during his term of office. '

According to the constitutional ulations, which hold good
in the country, the President should have been elesied through
the general franchise, but at no time has this ever been applied,
as the President in office can always make his own choice of the
candidate for the future presidency, and then have him elected
through systems which ip themselves guarantee a complete vic-
tory for the Government authorities.

This ci istance as well as the extremely wrejched cop-
ditions ofmtggu?wprlki g class prove fo what an extent the rulers
abuse the patience ?)? the workers who are exploited beyond
measure. It is no exaggeration to say that the conditions of
Jiving of the proletariat of Brazil may be compared with those
of any of the colonial peoples. ‘ -

. It is only necessary to observe the labour to which the
umfortunate native and immigrated workers are forced on the
coffee plantations, to be; convinced of the truth of what has
just .been said. .

From dawn to nightiall these poor slaves “have to’ till ‘the
soil with bent backs and, when thetr hard daz’s wark “is done,
they return to their thatched mud huts to cool and eat the few
mouthfuls of Tice and black beans with which the owner supplies
them through' the' provision shop which he himself runs.

It not infrequently happens that at the end of the month,
the owner, instead ‘paying his workers anything, demands
that they should pay''the debis they have inourred through' the
system described. Should: ome of these victims of exploitation,

tired of such an existence, in & moment of dndignation, shoy
any resistance, there is the “Capanga”, a.‘lmndnjpﬁlack police,
in the pay of the ownersl (;Nh!) either bring him to reason o
help bim 1nto a better world. 0
pThe eoodﬁons. under whigh the industrial workers live are

o whit better. Even if we leave out of consideration those who
work in small centres, in which the treatment is still worse,
and take as a basig ‘the large indu'sfnm‘] townsg ‘of Sao Paolo
and Rio de Jameiro, we oan immediately see tthat the level of
wages is far below the cost of hymg,'qﬂirhe.a;pa‘ﬁ from other
conditions, which practically rqgresent a regime of slavery.
" 'A weaver a 'mechanic for instance, ‘canmot earn more
than an average of 10 milreis a day (a milreis fis' equal to abou
sevenpence). In addition to this, the working day oonsists of ten
and sometimes twvelve hours, and coffee, the \chiet product of the
coudtry, costs no less than five milreis per kilo; in the same
way e price of other foodstufts and rents also are very high. Ap
bbjeé’dve inyestigation of the situation maoreover shows that i
id 'steadily getting wotse. _ '

Various attempts ‘to improve things, offtert accompained by
heroic strikes, have been undertaken in the/'past by isolated
groups at the instigation of Spanish ar Portuguese anarchis(
clements. bul they maturally failed because of the lack of metho
which is characteristic' of those people. No serigus action has
ever been a fo establish real trade unions with a solid
basis, which' .would make it possible for the working class to
dafend ifself efiectually against the ocombined attacks of capi
talism and the Government. Such heroic aftempts have been
made, in spite of the Government having shown that it resists
them with brutal ferooity, by imprisonment and oom;_m!sory
setflement and by burning down the few existing workers 'Lluhs

It may however be taken for gr that, though it has
hitherto been easy lor the bourgeoisie ‘to deal with mow.;ments
of a sporadic character, this will not be the case in the 4_?tur‘e‘
as the young but intrepid Communist P.ari% (of Brazil will, in
spite of everything. be able to establish itsel} in, firm p(‘:’s‘;lnons.
The working masses of Brazil are already beginming to welcome
the Party with enthusiasm. |

“THE BALKANS

The Crisis of Pan-Sérbian Forejgn Policy.
By Josef Kovatch (Zagreb). ‘

ugoslavia the attwal governmental ipower lies in the
handl:ofy 'tlg;e Serbian bourgeoisie, of the militarists and o.{hrhe
Court: the home and foréign policy of Yugoslavia is pan-Sel 1an,
A few Croats or Slovenes in the government constitute a me};e
sereen without power and influence. Dr. Trumbic, a Croat, wdo
was foreign Minister at the time of the “National umont .la;
clared in the Belgrade parfiamerit on the 26th of MarJCj
in the debate on foreign policy, that he had never really cg‘w‘
ducted the foreign policy of this State. The day before yester '1;
Dr. Trumbic was a mere screen, yesterday it was Dr. Sturmin,
today it is Raditch. | A g
The crisis in which the foreign policy of the kmgdon; X
Yugoslavia is at present invdlved means, “therefore, in the fir
place, a crisis of pan-Serbian foreign policy. ) .
The crisis found expression in the weakening of the_;xlli..iin.)f(
of the Little Entente, as well as in the vvac:ll.aﬂng attitude o
Nincic. who wavered between Rome, Paris amd-J_;tzdo'r:. -
The Anglo-French an ism which reveal itsell soo
after Versailles, catsed anxiety among the newly esr:ibllarl::ﬂ;i
imperialist Sfates: Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and Rnu_m?mg-
and they formed the alliance in the shape of the Lﬁtle“h!;m'
for the following purposes: 1. to preserve the unpenaohn' o
tiers against Hurgary, Bulgaria and Austria and 2. f‘:mv
up, under the leadership of France. a block ‘againgt Germanh
if necessary also against Russia, ) -
Italy which after the collapse of Ags.t“na-l:l‘u ‘ arE3 lfans
forward as the heir to its imperialist positions in the B80S
and m the Danube basin, looked askance at the formalion
the little Entente. Owing to its inner weakness and the Sifﬂ;«' e
of Frénce it was for a long time preverted from underta
any decisive steps towards breaking up the Little Entente.

The threat of g
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{talian ‘diperidlism [ is inumediately ( i Yugoslavia. machinery in 1025 were 20% below the pre-war level. Profits

, aim is, after ‘hayim ttained Istria, also tg obtain possession
‘l»[fu l“hl:I Croati.an*&hét&‘d triot, Dalmatia & + Montenegro, and
iinally. 1n addition to seizing Albania, fp replace the Serbian
hegemony in the Balkans by Italian hegemony.

gt w0 {1 i Ty

The imperialist onflicts between the Liftle Balkan States,
jor which PansSerbian mqlaemhaun ‘bears the greater share
of responsibility, affp taly a weloome gpportunity for
srengthening its positions. Apart {ram Rome Belgrade is today
the greatest enemy of the freedom of the Balkan peoples. What
wonder then if these two imperialist rivals conclyde a temporary
fnendship - in.order, to secure and divide. their booty! The Bef-
grade government betrays the interests of .the Croatiap and
slovenian pegples on the Adriatic Sea to Rame, and in return
Mussolini is,.prepared to leave to, ‘(g.e“mq-,‘Serbian hegemony
the Slovenian, and Croatian hinterland, as well as Montenegro
awd Macedpnia. These two imperiafist rohbers' have not yet
arrived at an, agreement for seizing and dividiig up Salonica.

Yugosjavia ‘recently ‘sustained a [resh”defegt in ‘the sphere
of foreign 'policy. The Little Enterite almost ‘comipletely 'lost its
political importince, and Belgrade's main support, France, be-
ame considerably ‘weakened both econpmically and politically.
After the overthrow of Czarist Russid the second sapport of ‘pan-
Serbian imperialism is now showing signs of weakness. Serhian
mperialism is thereby losing the!orientation which it' had for
many vears’and is being visited by a severe crisis. Mussolini
atempted in a skilful manner to take advantage of this crisis
w order to enforce the setting wp of aun Italo-Yugoslavian
aliance, which in actuality will render Italy the master in the
Balkans. This was what was intended should be the result
of Ninac’s visit to Rome which he' undertook at the end of
February, shortly before the meeting of the League of Nations.
This visit, however, aroused proteésts not only in the Zagreb,
but also in the Belgrade press which clearly showed that this
way would not dead o Salonica. France and England also ex-
pressed their 'displeasure, as they were mot prepared to look
on while Ttaly and Ywugoslavia carried out independent action
n the Balkans. As a result- the alliance in. Rome was not con-
cuded. On. the countrary; Nincic left: Rome and betook himself
to Paris, where he negotiated with Briand on the possibility of
i Franco-Y ugoslavian 4t ; f

After his return from Rome, Paris and Geneva, Nincic
delivered in parliament a very verbose speech on foreign po-
licy. in which however he said nothing. What is perhaps most
characteristic of this long speech is ﬂle fact that no mentjon
was made in it of the Soviet Union.

I'he collapse and the weakening of the patrons of the Pan-
Serbian regime, the strengthening of the imperialist rivalry with
ltaly. the increasing resistance of the suppreéssed peoples of
Yugos'avia  and' the 'Balkans, the révolutiondary movement of
the workers and the peasants - all thjs hias brought the Pan-
Serhin imperialist ‘policy into a crisis’ from which, in spite
of all shifts and manoeuvres, there i3"' no ‘escape.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Engineering Crisis.’

By R. Palme Dutt.

I Ihe National Engineering Lock-Out was cabled off at the
it hour But all the issues between the engineers and the
tplovers remain, The engineers’ wages demands have been

“mpletely rejected by the employers; the employers on their

| ] d' wage rate.
. ' National Lock Out was only one episode in
prolonged crisjs in the engineering industry; ‘just as the
8incering orisis is only one phase of the general industrial
fisis and social conflict which is gathering. ‘

;fe re Wwa‘tixrl‘g' longer hours and a redu

E No industry has shown the decline of British Capitalism
e sharply. than the engineering industry.:dn Jantary, 1926,

8000 workers .in the ineering trades were ‘ ed
059 o 80,000 in i,pbuild x| unmlpb)’ , Or

, lor 137,19 rExports: of

have been maintained at a high rate, but only by extremeltﬁ
high price levels (practically double pre-war) combined wi
extreme under-payment of the workers. The skilled engineer,
who used to be known as “the arietocrat of labour”, 1s to-day
at the bottom of the ladder and receiving under t 3 a week
or less than many unskilled workers. The real wages of the
engineer are 30% below pre-war. The employers have been
able to carry out this ruthless policy by the weapon of the
heavy unemployment and bwinﬁﬂto the division of the workers.
The last great struggle, the Lock Out of 1022, ended in a
disastrous defeat, followed by heavy cuts in wages.

The workers’ organisations in the engineering industry are
heavily split up. The old craft gpirit is still strong, the separation
of skilled and unskilled workers, constitutions overweighted with
heavy “friendly’” machinery and obligations, and elaborate
tying-up agreements and neﬁoﬁation procedure with the em-
ployers. There are nearly fifty Unions concerned, although
only about eight'are important. The ‘smaller Unions are cam-
hined in the Engineering and Shipbirilding Federation, which
pursues a policy of conciliation. But all the larger Unions are
outside this, including the Amalgamated Engineering Union
(250,000 members), ‘ﬁhe Boilermarkers (90,000), the Ship-
wrights, the Woodworkers, the Plumbers, the Painters and the
Electrical Trades Union. This disastrous division can only be
countered at present by developing strong workshop “organi-
sation; and this the revolutionaries in the engineering industry
have especially endeavoured to do, though pnder great difficulties
m the period of unemployment.

After the great defeat of 1922, the Communists conducted
agitatiop to make a united fight througheut the industry for
an allround wage increase ('f £ 1 a week, and to combine
this fight with that of the mipers aud railwaymen as the only
way to counter the weaknesg of the position within each ipdu-
stry,. separately. This agitation received widespread support;
and the wage demand became officially taken up (as also- the
programme for the rajlwaymen); but the essential accompani-
ment, the Workers’ Alliance for. united action was not taken
up, until the miners brought it to the front at a much later
stage. The Union officials; under pressure from the rank and
file, put in the wage demand in the beginning of 1924, but
1 a completely pessimistic spirit, without any belief in the
possibility of fighting. and without, therefore.any preparations
for it. It is not surprising that the negotiations dragged on
uneventfully for two years {(during which the workers con-
tinted in their desperate conditions) before the employers even
declared their complete rejection of the demands in January of
this year. The employers on their side put in counter-demands
for a 50 hour week and a reduced rate of wages on the additional
hours.

At this point 2 new factor entered in — and this was the
workshop. In a printing press factory in London, the factory
of R. Hoe and Co., the workers, 900 in alt, took up the fight
as a single united force against non-unionism and for the t |
a week wage increase. They began with a “stay-in” strike,
the employers retorted with a lock out. These 900 workers.
split up among seven different Unions, were able to act as
a single force under their Lock-Out committee. [t was a de-
moustration of the fighting power of workshap organisation
But the sequel is even more ipstructive.

The employers were sufficiently alanmed at this isolated
manifestation of fighting unity and leadership, and the possi-
bility: of :its extending, that they brought into play at once
the whole strength of their organisation. They threatened «
Natiopal Lock OQut throughout the engineering industry if
Hoe’s men should not return.

In reply to this the Trade Umion Exeoutives made not
the slightest shadow of resistance, nor did they attempt to
rouse the workers in the rest of the.cayniry to a united struggle.
On the contrary, they at once obediently devoted the whole of
their efforts, and the whole of the Union machinery, to securing
the return of Hoe’s men.

In consequence an extraordinary situation resulted. On the
one side were the men in the factory, supported by the District
Councils. On the other side were the Trade Union Executives
and the employers working in union. This was most clearly
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THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT

The Red Women’s and Girls’ League
in Germany.
By Lene Overlach.

The Red Front Fighters’ Laea&ue is on the march! It per-
sonifies the growing activity of the German prolefariat as an
answer 1o the intensified economic crisis and the increasing
encroachment of the employers, If personifies the self- consciogs-
ness and the fighting power and joyouspess of the awakening
German proletariat. It is the response to the formation of a
vagy «r?ublioan organisation”, the “Reichsbapner”, ,Red Black
mm , which is at present undergoing 4 process of rapid
disintegration. ‘

The disciplined class-conscious behaviour of. the Red Front
Fighters League (Roter Frontkin erbund, . R, F.B.), its Red
demonstrations and fetes attracted the altention of broad masses
of the proletariat and, of course, also of prolelarian women.
A%arge'nmxberoiwmmwmwupwmﬂtﬁmebem
indiffepent, took (part enthusiastically in the deynonstrations and
fetes organised by the R.F.B. These women joined the R.F.B.
as members and fried to imitate ¢heir comrades in ever respeqt;
they wore the coats and' caps of the Red From ;Fig‘ﬁmrs and
joined in their processions, in which however some women,
physically weakened by yndernownishment and overstrained by
excesgive work, could not keep up, ~ A funther obstacle 10
the rapid increase of women members was the circumstance that
many women had not yet the courage to appear in the streets in
upiform, to march in processions and to u.mi ergo physical strain.

“In QGermany, millions of women still live within the limits of
their nanrow households, take no interest in politics ‘and even
regand it as something venturesome: o attend a 'public' meeting.
This however does not destroy ithe fact that imperialism itself, in

ying women as cheap labour in the process of produation,
is helping ‘to <reate the - preliminary conditions which attract
waomen - into - politics. » ! b

Inspired by the desire to overcome the difficulties described,
the R. F. B. in M.a{: 1925 decided to gather together the women
members of the R. F. B. in a Red Women's League, which could
mare easily thah the Red Front Fighters 1.eague use its influence
to pers indifferent women o join, In accordance with this
resolution, the women riembers were detached from the R. F. B.
and women’s groups were formed, which were called the' Red
Waomen's League. By the end of November 1925, these groups
were so far developed that a National Confenence could be called
10 found the Red Women’s League - In Berlin, this historical
conference was followed by the formation of a league which
calied iteelf the Red Women and Girls’ League (the League of
Proletarian Women and Girls of Germamy). Comrade Clara
Zetin was elected as its first president, and a National Com-
mittee of 7.comnades was formed.

This Conference far the foundation of the Red Women's and
Giirls’ League was based on ‘the fighting enthusiasm of the dele-
gates and their confidence that the 1.eague which had sprung ou
of the prevailing distress, would become a fighting league of
the masses of exploited and oppressed women, a firm bulwark
in the fight of the proletariat for emancipation. — Its develop-
ment in the subsequent two months alone shows that the League
is successfully advancing towards this aim.

The consequences of the capitalist ecomomic crisis are a
burden which weighs very heavily on the broad strata of the
proletariat and the middle class. — Thirteenand a half million
persons, unemployed with wives and children, and, besides these
mitlions of disabled ex-service mien, orphans and persons dfawi
MRablement and old age pensions are suffering hunger am
want. Every day more factoties close their doors, -and their
workers of both sexes arz heartlessly thrown on to the street.

German big capital, n ¥ts atterapts to save itself from com-
plete ruin at the cost of the working population, is once fiore
most mercilessly explaiting apd oppressing the women, as bein
that part of the proletariat which i politically most untrained.
— In the large towns, placards can be seen outside the factories,
“Women Workers Wanted”, whilst at the same time thousands
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of dismissed miale workers are pouring owt of the gates,
The employers as a rule offer these women only a quarter
of men's wages and, for this miserable pittance, they demand
even more work from them than from the men.

Proletarian families with their children ‘are living in the
most terrible hovels, in aftics where the rain pours in, in musty
cellars, even on open spaces and rubbish dumps. A new
tenants’ law, which provides for a five-lold increase of rents, the
abolition of any form of tenant protection i being discussed
in the “Reichstag”, and threatens families who are alread: iy
distrzss, with further intensification of their misery, ’

A reactionary Government is o&ieri.nﬁ a helping hand to large
ocapitalists, Junkers and to declared and secret monarchists, %n
plundeni'n%‘ the working masses. The Kaisers, Kings and ruling
princes who fled'in 11018, are rapaciously, gtr'allgllnl)g at the pro.
perty of the people. They are claiming 2'/; ‘illiards of gold
marks, thousands of acres of land, mansiom'@gi astfes, — 'fhey
must be paid for by taxation extorted from the 'masses.

The Red Womew's and Girls’ Leédgue,' bora "out of the
necessity of the times, is undertaking fo-day, wihat no political
party has hitherto succeeded in doing i sufficient measure, that
is, shaking the broad masses of women oul of the oomplete passi-
vity which they have hitherto maintained and . mobilising them
for the fight, — The Leﬁiue is well aware that in' doing this,
it is only Suli.il'lin% a sm parnt of the tasks demanded by the
proletariat’s fight for freedowm. '

The Red Women’s and Girls’ League makes it its task 10 ge
hold of the broad masses of indifferent proletarian  women,
without distinotion of party or qreed, and 10 train ghem in politics,
poth theoretically by lectures, poupses, efc. aud practically by

inducing them to part in all the activities of the working
class. -~ The League not only carries on the fight in questions
specially concerning woumen, such as'the social welfare of mothers
and 'children and the abolition of the shameful p3ragraphs pro-

hibiting artificial abortion, it also takes ‘an aotive’ share in all
the ‘questions of the etarian class war. ‘— Ong'of its chiel
activities is the orgamsation of 4he campaign agaimst imperialist
wars and - the destruction of all pacitist itlusions among the
women, by explain the. true nature of impepialism, through the
daily events of politics. « e

Q" tanuary 27th, on the oocasion of the demonstrations u
favour-4i the expropriation of the former. ruling: houses and
of increased support for the unemployed, the Léague summoned
the women throughout Germany to joun in the demaonstration.
Even though in many towis the numbser of women who demon-
strated was still only small, they at least roused great interest
even among the wormen who st00d at the stréet oruers ordgazed
out of the windows, through fheir banners bearing the special
demands of Women: “The Castles of the Ex-Princes as Traiming
Homes for Our Children!” “The lands of the Fugitive Princes
for the Small Peasants and Settlers!”

The League also took a leading part in the fight against the
recent intensification of usurlous claims for rent and againsl
ungmiployment. This ‘does not mean that “the League already
embraces large mumbers of women, bul it does mean Hhiat, though
still relatively small, the League is developing’a maximun ol
activity. Young women comrades, still aln untrained poli
tically, who have never reviously conse to the fore in public, are
speaking at public meet n%‘s of protetarian onganisations and, m
simple wonds, proclaim the necessity of the caoperation of ¢
women.

In the evening meetings of fhe groups, political lecturs are
piven and the fundamental questions of the class war &« &V
pounded through the method of 'questions- dnd answeis
At fhe same tune fraiming in practical organisation is bewng
undertaken. — The jeader distribirtes the work. ~ HoV
proud and conscious her responsibility 4 mestber of the
L feels who, a few weeks after joining, is given a functiot
_ the coltection of subscription from five es, the duy
rqumy inviting them to meetings 'and entertainments and 0!
enlightening them. — They enthusiastically collect ‘nioney, they
sitig i the ocogrt-yards and, after a shont address; they colled
momney, for the Red Help for instance, and try to win new
members: for the League. et _

Phgs, ‘through practical detail work and' political educatio
women fungti are being trained who are the pillars of °“;
women’s nisation and i : waxi lﬂnyt in the fig!
of the whole of the proletariat for its emancipation.
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