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APPEAL FOR HELP!

Communists exiled to Siberia !
want of clothing and shoes !

No. The Roylists have not returned to power. No
Czar sits on his murderous throne. Then what has
happened?

These men have opposed dictatorship without
previous party discussion. They could not be out.
argued, so they had to be framed up and deported.

Whether you agree with them or not — would you
treat them thus? If you feel that it is not yet time for
these men to die, it is your duty to keep them alive.

Comrade Yoffe killed himself because he felt help-
less to keep up the fight against the rule of Stalin. We
must rush to the support of out persecuted comrades
to save them from such a fate. Already thruout the

Communists starving on fifteen dollars a month !

Communists freezing for

Veterans of the October Revelution condemned to die the long Siberian Death !

wor‘ld the opposition is growing. These brave Rus-
sian' Comrades, who would rather die than submit
to factional terrorism, must be kept alive 1

A. F. Konikow, 857

Send contributions to Dr,
Beacon Stree(, Bostun, Mass

INDEPENDENT COMMUNIST LEAGUE J

- Secretary, Dr. ANTOINETTE F. KONIKOW B
Organizer, L. SCHLLOSBERG ;
Treasurer, EVA WEINER
Fin. Sec’y, CELIA COPPERSTEIN
Contributions are also needed to help our erganization

to keep you posted on news concerning the oppoaitign
in Soviet Russia and in our country.
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ound to become dangerous to the movement. What
is the reason that so many communists find it impos-
sible to work for communism within the party. TFhe
great sore growing larger and deeper in the commun-
ist movement is its form of organization carried over
from the time of the Russian revolution; namely, the
centralized democracy NOW without democracy, the
strict discipline NOW without previous discussion, the
power dcquired by a faction of the Communist Party
Soviet ia_to demand obedience “mot

HOW DID THE PRESENT LEADERSHIP
OF THE R. C. P. ATTAIN
SUCH POWER?

First, because the Workers of the World look. upon
them as the direct followers of Lenin, because upon
their heads rests yet the halo of the October revolu-
tion. All achievements of Soviet Russia for the last
ten yedars are considered to be their work. In fact,
the workers identified them, just as they do them
selves, with the Russian revolution and with - Soviet
Russia. Whoever is against that faction is accused
of being against the October revolution and against
Soviet Russia. *History made the Russian Communist
Party, in the eyes of the woikers of the world, the
representatives of Soviet Russia, but in- reality they
represent only a faction in the R C. P, which knows

how to control its uwn Party and the Comintern. In
the first year of the Soviet government all comrades
of the executiy muttee had their say however

1 'WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY

Proletariat, as”

!45!;1"6;(7 So deeply wrong fbt;t- it is
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deeply they differed. . Fhere were no
time and’ Lenin ‘attained his inflyenise
strength of his arguments and his
.gertainly not by mechanical control. ¥
‘since Zinovieff became ‘secretary of th
. R
- HOW 1S Tl'lE RGP ANDA’-L
COMMUNIST PARTIES CONTROL
BY ONE FACTION?

He, Zinovieff, was the first to establish boss rule.
When he was removed the comrades all over the world
gave a sigh of relief, finding out soon that there was
only a change of power, Stalin having taken his place.
The Russian Communist Party is ruled now by th
Stalin-Bucharin fae iop through the W ion of &
so-called centrahzed democracy, or xathe

lemocracy”, as'a Russian comrade satirica
terized it. He says the general secretary of the paf
appoints the secretary of the state organization an
so downward till the nucleus is reached. Then starts
the movement in the opposite direction. :

0

The secretaries'of the nuclei “elect’ the secretaries
of the higher units who have appointed them; these §
“elect” the secretaries of the next higher unit, (nafqr':
ally those who have appointed them) and so jt goes
on till the secretaries of the districts or Goubernias are
reached. They form the party conference, who cer
tainly “elected’ Stalin as the secretary of the party
The same “simplified democracy’ holds good for the
organizations of the Comintern and the organizations
of all other Communist parties.  The ruling factions
can perpetuate themselves |lll\'ll{,;h [)"l'ctl control of
the party press and all avenues If the
majority of any Communst party proves un.suxl.:bh-
to the Comintern, “simplificd democracy’™ at once be
gins to work  In other words the Comintern appoints

the comrades satsifactony 1y, i@uischves,

of information
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The Fosterites once had a majority in our party
and were slmp|y pushed aside getting the orders
practically to give the power over to the minority.
The same happened just now in Germany, where the

.., Comintern ordered that Comrade Thalman, who was
" removed by the majority of the C. E. C., should be
| reinstalled.. Thus the Communist parties of the world

are always under the full control of the Comintern.
There are plenty of factions in different Communist
. parties bitterly fighting one against the other, but not
~one of them, however, dares to lift its voice against
the Comintern. The Comintern is the infallible judge.
6. whomsoever it gives its apptoval, it gives af the
same time power to be the leader of the parti?ular
arty, and its representative in the conference of the
rnternahona! No opposition against the Comintern
as aver a chance to grow within any party, still less
fo send any delegates to the Comintern.

supreme mockery was it for the “Bolshevik™

its August editorial, that the Trotsky oppasi-
not even have one delegate at the last Con-
{ gress of the International. The “Pravda’ (daily Com-
\ munist paper) also points proudly to the fact that al
b resolutions of the Congress here passed unanimously.

) The, Communist party in Soviet Russia and all over

‘l the world is always “‘unanimous’’, becausi no one dares
to have a different opinion.

Comndgs
standing and can retain it
M Zﬂnl only if they repent and submit:
: short stunt of independence (refusing during
Zinovieff's dictatorship to vote against Trotsky; and
fighting against Pepper) was duly punished; fromr
being the leader of the majority he was forced to be-
come a minority leader. He is tolerated now only
under éonditions of utter self-effacement. From the
other side, a man like Lovestone, whose political
trickery and crookedness is admitted by his own sup-
porters, easnly keeps his leadership. If he is occasion-
ally caught in tnckery or lies, it does not -count, for
lately maneuvering against comrades of the party is
considered quite fashionable.

is unanimity brought about?
iffex . lose

LOVESTONE AND LOSOFSKY.

The latest expose of Lovestone seems to have
added to his laurels, | mean the Losofsky statement
on the “American Mix-up”~ (Pravda, No. 176, July
31). Lovestone and his crowd voted against ‘the de-
cision of the Profintern on the change of the Trade-
Union policy from “boring from within” to “‘dual
unionism”. Imagine his embarrassment when he
comes to Moscow and finds that the new policy is
supported by Stalin; he realizes that he has not rec-
ognized the voice of his master. With his usual im-
pudence he simply denies the fact of his voting against
this policy. He was confronted with the minutes of
the meeting and witnesses — members of the C. E. C,,
but that did not mean much; Lovestone should worry.
He is strong in the saddle, for he always supports the
Comintern and gets the support of the members here
because of his standing with the Comintern.

FACTIONS IN UNITED STATES.

Lovestone's faction is again recognized and sup-
ﬁrted by the (omlalem and it will be so for years.

ual his tricks. and in the

N

ly ‘Higazine of the R, C. P.) to glory in the

menace instead of a help.

ltruggle for supremacy behveen factions, I:rlcl:ery a.n‘

ion to the C n are the only things that
count. The orders from the Comintern are to give
up factions. It is a standing order for many years,
Lovestone swears solemnly that he is through wi Cl
factions and begs the opposition to stop their disturbs PPl
ance of the party with their faction work. Meanwhile
he is secretly making all arrangements for the usudl
faction meetings, and the Fosterites follow his ex- 1 38
ample. Instead of acknowledging frankly the neces-
sity of different opinions in the party and giving all
‘a chance of free criticism and exchange of opinions, '
which would really do away: with facpons. the p:
insists officially that o factionalism exists, but secfet
keeps up the struggle of factions just as before.

THE CONTROL OF PARTY MEMBERS

théy slowly, adopt a
and apply them wi o
bers. In Soviet Russia (hey decnded to kl" the Trots 3

opposition and acted about it just as the old Czar
used to do with revolutionists. Instead of realizing
that an opposition of thousands of members is not a 51,28
matter of chance, but based on some real foundatlon'. it

they tried to explain it by mere treachery or perso!
ahhes, and wanted to anmhllate it by persecut' n ap
exile. We have hedrd lately agam and" again, i
Trotsky opposition in Russia is deaJ ‘and buriedk

damnable situation is tHe fact that thée ¥ame'¥
are used in Russia, where the building up of Socia
demands the .full co-operation of the rank and file
and the whole working class. But what has bee
done? The psychology of submission, called discipline,,
has been applied so perslstently that workers are afraid
to express their opinion and are gettmg used to loo‘
with indifference upon acts of mismanagement, cor-
ruption and_even plain treason. They have learned
by bitter experience that it is dangerous to criticise and bk 3
expose the grafters and corruptionists who are so near

to the leading elements of the party that they get the

support of the party officials.

“Don’t talk too much, you may lose your job,”
is a well-known saying in Soviet Russia. Under
communist rule the party members are afraid to ex-
press their opinion, because they may lose their
bread. The fact that such condmons exist had been
proved by statements in the “Pravda’, by the state-
ments of Trotsky in his program, by many comrades
‘visiting Soviet Russia to return broken-hearted and
pessimistic. Stalin, in his speech on the Donetz affair,
has acknowledged that for six years workers knew
about the counter-revolutionists’ work going on and
kept quiet, because they knew that the result would
only be the loss of ‘a job. Does Communism neces-
sarily lead to such slavery? Our enemies claim so.
But we know that such conditions are merely the re-
sult of wrong application of the Proletarian Dictator-
ship and that Communist leaders responsible for the
situation are bound to fail, because real Communism
cannot be built upon slavery, servility, lies and cor-
ruption. The centralization of power within the party
and absolute discipline are a primary necessity in the
period of actual revolution. In the time of construc-
tive work in Soviet Russia, in the time of building
up Socialism; this form of organization becomes a
To keep the member of



the party in abject submission to the lower officials,

who are usually cheap politicians, will take away all

honest interest so absolutely needed for the building
., up of Russia.

{

REVOLUTIONARY METHODS MiJST: AQAPT
w'°. ' THEMSELVES TO DIFFERENT STAGES
: OF THE WORK. ~  *°

The Russian Revolution is the first practical appli-
tion of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. ‘Naturally
s a hard and difficult task and frictions ‘could n
ve been avoided. Military ”c'on‘\m'ugam"l ‘war com-
munism, introduced right after the Octobeér revolu-
tion, was a powerful help at first, but had to be given
up to save Soviet Russia; The new program of the
Comintern states that military commuhism, following a
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p during
tion and had to be given up to prévent sefious con-
sequences later on. The strict centralization form of
party organization is another sequel of the revolution
and is kept up too long. The new conditions demand
inner party democracy or the party will not be able
to exist. ‘Centralization and strict discipline are neces-
sary in t 3 L

5 ¢ al 10! e
“tom’ of the great fallacy of a cgntja
ment without democracy in time of rehabilitation.
Lenin had been greatly worried ovér coming faction
fights between Stalin and Trotsky before his death.
'‘He had warned comrades in his so-called ' Testament’
not against' Trotsky, but against Stalin. . he
had begged the comrades to remove Stalin from the
secretaryship of the party, because he feared Stalin
would abuse his power. Lenin's ‘‘Testament’’ was
never given to the members of the party. His predic-
tion unfor!unah:ly only too soon became a rea]ity.
For two years all Communist newspapers and maga-
- zines weré filled with poisonous and misleading state-
ments against Trotsky. No wonder the average com-
rade became prejudiced against him. The supporters
of Trotsky lost their jobs and positions and later were
exiled and are now in a half starving condition. Many
comrades were afraid to show their sympathy to
Trotsky, many claimed to have changed their opinions
and returned to the party, for it needs a strong spirit
to stand the persecution in Soviet Russia and there
are so many excuses to overcome t‘\e scl’uples of weak-
lings or traitors. It is always easier te remain with
those in power than be with the persecuted minority.
Some comrades tell me that no punishment could be
severe enough for Trotsky as long as he was a menace
to the party. The question is ‘“‘was he a menace 7"’

IS TROTSKY A MENACE TO THE
COMMUNIST PARTY ?

In reality he pointed out all dangers which threat-
ened Soviet Russia. Had the party accepted his ad-
vice Soviet Russia would be stronger and hanpier
today. He pointed out the growing power of the
“Kulak”, which would make corn collection in Soviet
Russia difficult. He was laughed at. But last spring

.,t

continued
SOt ad.

govern-

Soviet Russia to its great consternation found out that
it was almost impossible to collect the necessary corn.
The “Kulaks" were everywhere ahead of the govern
ment. It was a great surprise, as the 'Pravda’ stated
in one of its editorials. In fact, the "Pravda’ naively
confessed that the party had been too busy fighting
Trotsky to find time to prepare for the disaster he
predicted. Soviet Russia suffers from it yet, and still
Trotsky is pointed out agfan enemy of Soviet Russia.
Mofe surprises were coing. Not to Trotsky. He
again was in the right path. He warned the govern-
ment against the increasing power of Bureaucrats and
ie:supression of the rank and file. He pointed out
possibilities of graft and counter revolution. He
had not reached his exile in Turkestan when Soviet
Riygsia had its new surprise — the “Donetz” affair,
aaﬁisclosure of corruption and graft and counter-
revolution of a most shocking naturé, The most hor-
rible fact was that the workers and comrades kpew

b

a
The situation in China also ended in a surprise.
Trotsky had warned the comrades against working
with the Chinese Bourgoisie. had demanded many
months before the final disaster the withdrawal of the
Communists from the Kuomintang and the formation
of Soviets. As usual he was laughed at and his ad-
vice, was followed only too late. The leaders of the

are very busy keeping Communist; Party
d u&%z and ﬁ%.:?n‘;h fe
G .1

| and rig'm' devi-
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ommunist Parties continue their worship of those in
power. If by some chance Trotsky could get the
power in his hands tomorrow the membership would
turn to him and support him, for the rank and file has
“now been educated to a most shameful tradition of
following the leader whether right or wrong.

Nes ¥
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STALIN SAYS: “COMMUNISTS ARE TOO
INDEPENDENT TO BE CONTROLLED
BY MOSCOW. i

The party which glories in being always unanimous,
which permits no opposition, is bound to g0 wrong.
Centralization without democracy and discipline with-
out previous discussion can prevail for a while in a
proletarian state, but it rests on dangerous premises.
First, the majority of the membership does not know
the real situation and is kept in ignorance. Second,
many members are dissatisfied and disgusted, but fear
the loss of position and turn to hypocricy to stay
within the party. Third, crooks support these lead-
ers, because they give them power and economic ad-
vantages leading to corruption. What is left for the
comrades who see the danger of this factional leader-
ship? Keep up the lie with them, howl with the wolves
to strengthen them while thousands are disheartened
and thousands are exiled and starved? Comrade
Stalin answered the question by American Trade-
Union Delegates, whether it is true that Moscow con-
trols the Communist Party in the United States, with
this statement: “‘Communists are too independent to
be controlled.” Unfortunately he is wrong again.
Only a few comrades seem to object to such control.
We are among them. Being expelled from the Com-
munist Party in the United States fortunately d
m(‘-,an starvation or exile.
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REGISTERED LETTER.

; October 30th, 1928.
Antoinette F. Konikow,
857 Beacon Street,

Buslun, Mass.
Dear Comrade:

I am instructed by Comrade Lovestone to inform
you that you must appear before the Political Com-
mittee of the Party on Rriday, November 2nd, at noon,
to answer the charge of organizing Trotzky sentiment
in the Party and carrying on propaganda for Trotz-
kyism.

The meeting of the Political Committee willtbe
held at 43 East 125th Street, New York.

Fraternally yours,

ALEX BAIL,
District Organizer, Dist. No. 1.

Comrade Lovestone,

National Secretary of the
Workers' Party.

Dear Comrade:

This sudden arder to appear Friday noon in New
York before the political committee is in line with your
usual tricky policy. You know well that going to New
York from Boston means quite an expense and that

my medical practice for several days involves
nancial loss. Why can’t a local committee con-
sider my case? Because they fear the indignation of
the local comrades? ‘Or you are not sure that the

-you-want is to be able to tell the

earing and

nner party cracy and i Tty 6; t\t;ls,m!ﬂw}n

d fle. ou offered me D et B
ectah%ﬂ&f o ép?‘ht T YR doad TR
b A

resolutions y
party organization by misrepresentation and terrorism?
I did work for Trotsky's ideals and tried to arouse
sentiment for the opposition in 6ur party, and I con-
sider 1 have the full right to do so according to our
stand on inner party democracy. But it is useless to
expect your committee to accept this viewpoint, for
your leadership would not last long under sules of

12;xeal democracy in our party. | sonsider that the party
; taken 4n outrageously wrong  ond on the Troteky,
tion in Soviet Russia. A result of the servile sub™"®

~mission to the Stalin faction.

It happens that | am one of these comrades of

 whom Comrade Stalin in his answer to the American

Trade Union Committee said, "Real Communists can-
not be coatrolled from Moscow.” | am willing to
submit to discipline if a proposition had been given
free discyssion where both sides were equally given a
chance to express themselves. - Otherwise, | considér
it my llf_:hl and duty to oppose such wr()n‘__;])' irnp()sed
discipline

Your decision about me is already made up and
my statement will never reach the comrades until | see
to it myself It is good that you have not the power
to take away my livelihood. As to besmirching my
patne it s to be expected.

lecal committee would act against me with the de-: g oclaimed by the Opppgj‘ziv_beoom_e' clearer svery day.
1 refused .

S eftxed thr:uzh ou;* ;

“in Ill'g?'nrl.y."

Comrade James Cannon, who did splendid work in

the LL.D., Comrades Max Schachtman and Martin

Aborn have been expelled from the Party on the

ground of opposing present Party policies; also because
of their support of the Russian opposition.

A statement was issued by them on October 28, 1928,
and sent -out to selected comrades. Below you find
extracts from their statement:

“Such methods, which substitute bureaucratic control for
ideological and political leadership, have permeated our Party
to an alarming degree, adversely affecting its policies, choking
its inner life, weakening its influence, blocking its growth.
These methods tend to transform the Party from a living body
of revolutionaries into an institution which makes thought un-
lawful. When loyal Communists are expelled for their views,
when inquiry and di i on princip questi are pro-
hibited, when the Party members fear to think, when they vote
for decisions without in the least understanding them, the
Party is in danger. That is the meaning of the atmosphere
created in the unscrupulous and demagogic struggle against
Trotaky and the Russian Opposition during the past five years.
That ia the real meaning of our expulsion for stating our views.
The proletarian masses of the Party must awaken to this danger
and take up the fight against it. They must break through
the bureaucratic crust which has formed itself on top of the
Party. They must demand full information on all sides of the
question, so that they can decide for themselves in!elligonll{
and not merely from wrong and non-Leninist conceptions ol
ormal discipline.
l*gve addressed our statement of views to the Political Com-
mittee and now address it to the Party ranks.”

the Ku k and the Nep r an orientati lusively upon
the workers and hired hands, united with the village poor lfls

lower p try and in alliance with the middle pealln!r%—-
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d’df events and the irregistible pressure ‘of cla
s_i )rivinq a deep clen‘ e in (te e_ndeql;ip o}.

and aggressi ofag right wing in the Party
(Rykov, Tomsky, etc.), has been precisely confirmed in the
intervening period, particularly in recent months. The activi-
ties of this right wing, which have already necessitated organi-
zational measurcs in the Moscow and other organizations of
the Party, is a proof of the awakening of the proletarian masses
of the Party to this danger. The “left” course of the Stalin
group in the direction of a struggle against the right dan
. Rarty democracy M-criticiey inst buréaucrats
: ‘fg..».e Kulaka cag becoms » eﬂt};ﬁ course
t abandops zig-zag movements, jadopts the »

g tﬁ:op;om%‘nd reinstates the Kmﬁ [

s, who have been expelled, to their rightful -places

"We demand the publication of all the documents of the
Russian Opposition, without which the Party members do not
and cannot know, the essential issues of the atruggle and can-
not form intelligent opinions in regard to them. The discus-
sion of these issues heretofore has been conducted in an atmo-
g ":ere of prejudice, misrepresentation, terrorism, outlawing of
all' thought and inquiry, the substitution of official say-so for
the study of documents and facts on disputed questions. All
this has been part of a campaign of unparalleled slander against
Trotsky who, after Lenin, was the outstanding leader of the
Russian revolution and the Comintern, and was accompanied
by the falsification of the history of the revolution itself.”

Comrades should read Max Eastman's book, “The Real
Situstion,in Russis sabybsoh T eoteks

The book consists of many authentic documents

3 g2 /9 Seco R Each of these documents 13 a translation from copics given

A romradé of Cthirtycnine years' sérvices in the to Max Eastman by comrades ot the Opposition We have

Socialist cause, g 2 many well known comrades who can testify to the authenticity
DR. A F. KONIKOW of every document

Senddsiters and contributions to DR. A. F. KONIKOW, 857 . i X oD

To help bring about this awakening, we *

+"The necessity for a more relentless struggle ngunit
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