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No doubl the Labour victory repre-
sents some sort of achievement. [t
is the first tUme in this country that
4 soclal democratic party has gained
power in a period of comparalive
prosperily. But the election results
are not encouraging for * Transport
House,” since Lthe Labour win wus
due more to the Tory record than
any real alternativg offered by the
Lubour Party.

The bright young Fabians, Mark
Abrams and his lame sociologists.
who advisc the Party lcadership
have had their theories rudely shat-
tered. The tuctic of wooing the
middle class vote has flopped. With

half a million or more potential

volers than in 1959 the total Labour
vote fell by 11.000. The ouly arcas
where  Labour made  significant
gains were Moerseyside, Clydeside,
the industeial pacts of Northern Ire-
land and London. These are arcas
where  specifically  working  class
problems of unemployment and/or
bad housing condilions are particu-
larly urgent.  Any analysis of the
results is open to question. bul one
[acl scems certain Lo us: there is no
evidence for the right wing (o claim
that a moderate classless policy wins
elections. The claim thal a militant,
class-orientated policy for Labour
will win elections seems to us nore
valid than ever,

A Labour government is @ new silu-
ation for the Young Socialists,
What does it mean for us. and what
action should we be taking 7 Most
members of the YS have no illusions
about the new Labour Government.
We can expect some reforms which
will benetit working people. but no
altempt will be made o shift the
cupitalist cluss from its pusition of
power. The Y80 as the most mili-
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Final scene of 1963 Conference

tant section of the Labour Party.
can help to show that the answers L0
the problems of the working class
aren’t simply to be found in a
change of government. but fequue
drastic changes in the system. [t is
important to fight for reforms which
benefit the workers but which will
probably be abandoned by the
government in the fact of the neces-
sities of the economic situation. The
actions of the government so far
arc indicative of the extent to which
Labour wants to change the present
system. The leadership is com-
mitled Lo preserve Lhe presenl sys-
tem and hopes that by revitalising
capitalism it can meet the workers’
demands. The immediate job is to
get an incomes policy so that private
enlerprise can increase its profits by
culling wage costs and accumulat-
ing more for investment. If this can
be maintained over about two yeurs,
British capitalism will be in a posi-

tion to compete much more favour-
ably with Europe and America, and
can start providing the increased
wages, housing and welfare that
people expect from Labour.

Of course, if the governmenls o
competitive countries can do the
same we will be no better off. Inter
national competition will simply be
more intense and critical.

The budget illustrates the extent to
which Labour is prepared to attack
the living conditions of the rich
minority rather than put the tax
burden on ordinary people. The in-
crease in income tax is certainly a
small concession to pulting it on the
richer groups. We feel very sorry
for the boss earning £200 per week :
his tax goes up from £80 to £82 per
week.,  The National Insurance
stamip is going up by 2s. however
much you earn. The petrol tax is
levied on everyone. These charges
will take about 4s. a week out of
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your earnings whether you earn £10
or £100.

As cxpected pensions and benefits
have gone up; that is if you live
through the winter and collect it
next March. Mr. Callaghan pro--
mises that he is going to tax wealth
and capital gains next year. But he
has given the wealthy plenty of
warning and the accountants and
lawyers will be busy in the next few
months finding ways of hiding their
client’s moncy away. Mind you, one
company has already declared four
dividends in one day to avoid the
proposed profits tax. The Labour
economists don’t object to the boss
who makes a “ reasonable ™ profit.
1t is still true that in this country
two-fifths of private property is in
thc hands of one per cent of the
population and four-fifths in the
hands of ten per cent. The Labour
government’s foreign policy gives
little rcason for celebration. When'
Young Socialists and other left
wingers raised the question of La-
bour policy on defence (Polaris)
and colonialism (Aden, Guiana
. . .) beforc the election they were
told to give Harold time. Does any-
ong maintain that Mr. Sordon
Walker needs any more lime lo
make clear his (presumably the
government’s) policies ? With minor
modifications, these are merely a
continuation of Tory pelicies. These
issucs ought to be discussed, We in
the Labour Party have never had
the opportunity of formulating
policy on them. It is up to the Y.S.
to lead the left. chailenging the re-
formist policies of the Labour
Party and to show up the idea that
more cfficient and * fairer ™ capi-
talism can solve the problems of
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Young
Guard

‘Young Guard’ is an open and
democratic paper produced and
financed  enfirely hy  Young
Socialists.  If; editorial policy is
generally representative of the
Young Socialist movemen! and its
pages open to young people of all
opinions.
It is run by i!s readers who hold
regular readers’ meetings wherever
there is support and elect represen-
atives to an editorial board which
ects quarterly. This editorial
board elects the editor and assis-
tant editors necessary to produce
the paper.
*Young Guard’ is financed by its
supporters who contribute up to
2/6 monthly towards the printing
costs.
QOur hasic points of editorial policy
are enumerated below.
These can be changed at any f{ime
that the readers decide.

Our Aims

A Labour Government committed
to nationalisation under workers’
control of the banks, insurance
companices, land and major indus-
tries ;

Unilateral renunciation of all nu-
clear weapons and the withdrawal
from NATO and all existing mili-
tary alliances ;

The seli-determination of the
colonial peoples and the with-
drawal of all British troops from
overseas ;

An internationalist policy based
on co-operation with genunine
labour movement throughont
the world ;

Votes and ¥Yull legal rights at
18; '

Three-year apprenticeships, Ffull
trade union rights and the end-
ing of blind-alley employment ;
free access to the highest educa-
tional facilitics for all and the
replacement  of the ftripartite
system of education by compre-
hensive schooling ;

The building of a democratic
Young Socialist movement with-
in the Labour Party pledged to
achieve the above programme
young socialists from  other
working in  conjunction  with
countries.
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From Reds to Neds

Kathy Rzilly
Springburn Y.S.

This article is 2n account of the re-
cenl activities of the Glasgow sup-
porters of the majority of the YS
National Commiittec. [t hasn’t been
written to add to the diatribes of
factionat warfare, but in an attempt
to induce Young Socialists who sup-
port these people to ask themselves
why the “ leadership ™ needs to re-
sort to these tactics.

If any of the pcople concerned deny
that these events occurred, we in-
vite them to write to * Young
Guard ” where they can be sure of
publication.

After the re-establishment of ths
Glasgow Federation in late 1962, by
doing a deal with the political inno-
cents of Maryhill YS, Dempsey,
Macedo and Co. got control.  As
their fetish al that time was “ un-
cmployed youth,” political activity
in the Federation was nil. Every-
thing revolved arund the *‘unem-
ployed youth” who were brought
along to Federation meetings to out-
vote opposition.  This meant that
the *leadership ™ controlled the
Federation and could co-ordinate
activities at national level,
Subsequently many comrades got
fcd up with the manner in which
these meetings were conducted. and
stopped attending (wrongly, T be-
lieve). When the next AGM came
along, the “leadership” had done
such a wonderful job organising
their branches and starting new ones
(something they claimed but which
never materialised) that they had to
bringh people through from Edin-
burgh to vote them back into office.
(We have the names and addresses
of two who admit to this.)

Shortly after this, Hamilton, the
National Committee member, ar-
rived in Drumchapel. His principal
achievements there include a mem-
ber of his branch being beaten up
after being accused by Hamilton of
supporting ** Young Guard > (which
he didn’t). His branch has recently
been suspended pending iavestiga-
tion, for what can only be described
as hooliganism at a ward meeting.
Yoker LS in the same constituency
has also sulfered that fate.

[n the months [ollowing the AGM
the Federation became an almost
exclusive club. Branch secretaries
who disagreed with those in control
usually received notification of
Federation meetings one or two days
before the meeting. As the abuses
of democracy in the Federation
grew progressively worse, Govan YS
took the only course open to them
and wrote to the City Party request-
ing a special meeting to sort out the
position. Nothing happened. Four
months later a meeting was ar-
ranged by Gorbels, Woodside, Shet-
tleston. Govan and Springburn YS.
and members from Drumchapel.
Cathcart and Provan. which asked
the City Party to recognise this as
the official Federation.  This was
refused. but a meeting was called
three weeks later and each branch
allowed six delegates.  Yoker YS,
however. tried 1o get 12 delegates
in, and Hamilton. whose branch
didn’t receive delegates’ forms as the
secretary had left the YS, sickened,
forced his way in.

As they were unable to pack this
meeting, il was obvious that the
reigning officials wouldn't be re-
clected. Just before the meeting,
when someone asked him if he was
voing in, Hamilton replied * Yes.
but not for long”  The meeting
soon developed into a free-for-all.
This was inevitable since it became
obvious that the Federation officials
and their supporters wouldn’t accept
defeat. They left and held another
meeling in a hal which had been

booked beforehand.

What more proof could anyone ask
that they went to the Federation
meeting with the intention of wreck-
ing it.

Apart from the kids who tag along
purcly on the basis of record hops,
they have 10-13 supporters in Glas-
gow. They've now formed a break-
away federation and still issue leuf-
lets in the name of the Glasgow
Faderation. Berween Federation
and branch activities they have left
unpaid bills for over £100. whilst
banners have appeared on demon-
strations from branches such as
Gorbals (where they have no sup-
port) and Partick (which doesn’t
exist). They also claim that “Young
Guard” supporters. and Govan and
Gorbals YS, plotted with the right-
wing party officials against them.
When elected officials behave in the
manner of the ex-officials of the
Glasgow Federation, packing meet-
ings, or only informing their own
supporters of meetings, what are we
supposed to do, sit back and let
them ?

When these people behave as they
have in Glasgow, we say they've
nothing in common with socialists
or working-class democracy. They
profess belief in workers’ control,
but destroy every vestige of control
from below once they’re in power.
The new Federation intends to ig-
nore them as much as possible and
get on with building the YS. We
appeal to Young Socialists who get
news of YS affairs solely from
* Keep Left ” to look at the facts.

East London
Tessa Mundy Hackney Y.S.

The East London Federalion has
been operating on a stop-go policy
since its conception about five years

a4go. A.G.M.s seem to have been
held pretty regularly, say., every
three months. However, last

February, after yet another A.G.M.,
a very successful day school was
held, and since then, the Fedcration
has been working morec or less con-
tinuously, with the exceplion of the
election break,

Branches in East London, which up
to now have been completely dis-
interested in the Federation and all
its works, are now joining in and
seem very keen, rather more keen
than the founder members:
We've now held some fairly success-
ful activities, and besides starting a
Federation bulletin, incorporating
various articles, a day school on
Labour’s economic policy (plus a
speaker on the docks) with a big

dance in the evening is being
planned for late December. A re-
cruitment  campaign is  being

planned and we hope soon to make
the East London Federation one of
the biggest and most active in
London.

The Fight to
Save the Y.S.

The Save the YS Campaign Com-
mittee (composed of representalives
from this paper and the papet
“Miliant™) is holding a further mect-
ing on January 10 at the Conway
Hall in London. )

There will be several differences be-
tween this and the September 20
meeting. In September, because of
the short notice and the imminence
of the election, it was not possible o'
include the constituency parties. The’
emphasis of the meeling was pri-
marily on getting a Labour Govern-;
ment elected and uniting the Young
Socialists to fight for democracy in
the Labour Party. The January 10
meeting is intended to unite the left
in the YS and the constituencie
around a programme of political d
mands based on the policics decide
at the YS Brighton Conference: igf
parlicular, nationalisation, worker
control and colonial freedom: an
also, the right of the YS to campaig
in the Party for these policies.
The Conference of the Labour Part
at Brighton (Dec 12-13) is unlikel
to provide any opportunity for di
cussion of these issues or of the
Young Socialists. For this reason;
and because we arc hoping for a big
attendance of Party wmembers, we
have decided to make the meeting.an
all day affair. The morning session
will be addressed by speakers from
the Young Socialists; the editors of
*Young Guard” and * Militaat,”
one or more of the National Com-
mittee of the YS, and a representa-
tive of the Apprentices’ Movement
(from Merseyside). It will be mainly
concerned with the defence of the
Young Socialists. One issue of para-
mount importance is the national
conference: are the NEC going to
call it this year? It is unbkely: if
not {and we will know by the end of
December), we ought seriously to
think about holding a conference.
(The action of Keep Left in calling
a Conference for Feb 27-28 is surely
premature; they seem determined to
decpen the split and cut themselves
completely off from the Labour
Party.) Also there is the question of

the National Committee: does it
exist?
The afternoon session will be an

open political discussion, introduced
by a number of Labour MPs and
prominent lefl-wing trade unionists.
We are hoping for wide participation
by constituencies in this discussion,
to raise the questions which the
NEC will cerlainly try to evade at
Brighton. Jis
This meeting will cost money. We

would welcome donations from YS

branches, Constituency Parties and

Uunion branches, Lo be sent to: o
M. Caffoor, 78 Tottenham Lane, "%
London, N.§8. . B

YOUNG GUARD

London Readers Meeting
Sunday, 6 December, 7.30
Lucas Arms

Grays Inn Road

All supporters welcone

Y.G. NEB

The Young Guard National Edi-
torial Board, held in London on
November 7th, was atlended by 20
delegates  representing  London,
Southern Region, Scotland, Lecds
and Oxford. and numerous visitors.
Reports indicated that Young
Guard’s position has altered little
over the past year and that support
has been maintained. Sales and
subscriptions collected were just
sufficient to finance each issue.

A political resolution was adopied
proposing that under the Labour
envernment Young CGuard shouid
some mere agitational, for the

implementation of Labour’s sociul
programme and in the likely clashes
belween the government, capitalism
and the labour movement,

A new editorial board was elected,
Fred Lindop replacing Gus Mag-
donald as cditor.  Comrade Mac-
donald was elected to the editorial
board. but has since resigned.

The future of the Young Socialists
and the Labour government were
discussed in detail, the NEB sup-
porting the Save the Young Social-
ists Campaign znd its political pro-
gramnie,

Finally, thanks were expressed to
Gus Macdonald for his hard and

valuable work as editor for the last
year.
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TRANSPORT FOR SERVICE

Naturally the Tories see transport
as either something to make a profit
from, as in the case of road haulage,
or a method of subsidising private
capitalist concerns, through special
cheap freight churges, or by placing
remunerative orders for locomotives,
rolling stock, ete., with private
manufacturers while British Rail-
ways workshops sack workers. Since
the provision of a full system of
transpor! for people does not fit into
these categories their policy has
been one of steady erosion of the
feeble atlempt at a planned system
introduced by the last Labour
government. The various methods
of transport are split, with invest-
ment decisions taken for narrow in-
terests rather than the overall need
of national transport.

Labour policy has consistently been
summed up in the cliche ** an inte-
grated lransport system,” but the
exact purpose of the system has
never been made clear, Will it be
integrated in order to give capi-
talism the kind of intensively in-
vested industry it needs or will it
mean frequent, relatively cheuap
public services Like so many
questions facing Labour, il is a
matter of priorities. At least there
is some hope that we might be shel-
tered from some of the worst results
of Beechingism. Wilson has said,
* We shall halt the main programme
of rail closures . . . relating the rail
programme . . . to the requirements
of a national integrated (ransport
policy.” Labour is also committed
to the expansion of British Road
Services, but this is a very poor sub-
stitute for a nationalised road sec-
tor, which even Signposts wanted,
but has now been dropped so quictly
that even the most ardent “state
socialist ” has not noted the omis-
sion. We do have the apologetic
assurance tnat “ C” licence fees will
be increased and that road hauliers
will be required to make a bigger

contribution to overall road costs,

but much of private capital already
thinks that it pays plenty toward the
road hauliers’ profit by taxation
funds being used so generously for
road development.

Of course the holy cow of Tory
trangport policy was the sanctity of
the private vehicle, partly because
one of the pillars of British capi-

talism is the cuar industry, and partly-

because it is Lhe justification for the
deplorable absence of a proper puo-
lic service.  Although the motoerist
claims o be persecuted by parking
matters, traflic wardens, etc., in fact
the social wreckage caused by the
molor cur is nowhere near compen-
saled for by this. 1t is an amazing
fact that only cne family in cight
has the use of a car, but the rest of
the communily is expected to use
building materials for their storage,
pay the medical expense (or very
frequently, funeral expenses) of their
victims, and generally adapt itself to
these anti-secial wmachines. Of
course, the attraction of cars is that
they free their owners from depen-
dence on our pitiful public trans-
port fucilities. I am quite sure thal
many people would be glad to end
the worry of insurance, tax, HP pay-
ments, as well as the constant dan-
ger 1o life and limb if the public was
getling the transport service it de-
serves.

The problems of the transport
workers are naturally intimately re-
lated to the question. for it is they
wha suffer chiefly from Tory neglect
of public services. In the days of
relativey full employment it is clear
that wages 10 per cent (in the case
of railwaymen) below comparable
jobs in outside industry will not
attract men to an industry where
conditions are inferior. London

says
Dave Percival (TSSA)

Transpori busmen adopted the right
tactic by stating the right answer to
staff shortage is higher wages, not
reduced services. The tube workers
who struck three days before the
election were right in refosing to
accept London Transport frain cuts
and the labour movenient must now
show stronger support for this de-
mand. Of course. British Railways
and London Transport, or whoever
the bureaucrats happen 1o bes,
always claim sympathy with pay de-
mands but insist increased costs arc
passed on direct to the consumers ;
chiefly working class people who are
encouraged (o blame the transport
workers. Al the time of writing the
latest wage claim has not been
settled but the arguments used are
following a familiar pallern.

It is clear that the concept of public
transporl being ‘a social service
must be established as a irm work-
ing class demand of the Labour
government along with such key
questions as housing, free health ser-
vice and educational opportunity.

It is not without significance that
the railway unions are among those
most closely tied o the Labour
Party, and make some of the most
generous conlributions  (owards
general election funds. The govern-
ment’s exposure o working class
pressure is Lherefore evident. be-
cause if it proceeds to rationalise the
railway system, demanding grealer
flexibility without remuneration, as
as the Tories have done, Sid Greene
will have difficully in maintaining
the support for Labour now sirongly

held in the branches. An interesting
example of this arises in the case of
“liner trains.” which are that part
of the Beeching dream which called
for fast block freight services be-
tween industrial centres which neces-

sitates oulside business interests
using the terminus depots at the cost
of 10,000 railway cartage staff jobs.
Up to now the NUR have resisted
this scheme, but a chat from George
Brown (over a drink ?), pointing out
the finer points of economics to
Greene may alter this position.

Mr. Tom Frazer, Labour's new
Transport Minister, will be sub-
jecled lo pressure both from the
transport unions and Constituency
Parties. which often show an en-
couraging interest o {ransport.
Young Socialists can have a key role
in ensuring that Mr. Frazer is not
able to forget them.

Railway staff employed 29 Decem-
ber 1962 :
Administrative, clerical and

technical 71,933
Stationmasters, supervisors

and control staff 22,488
Traffic staff 233,348

Maintenance and
construction 143.359

Miscellaneous 11,372
Total 474,538
Overall reduction—

1948 048,740 1953 593,768
1958 550,123 1959 151,863
196¢ 514,500 1961 500,434
1962 474,538

Labour costs in railways 60 pec
cent of total.

“There are, therefore, real oppor-
funities for cost saving hy improv-
ing the effectiveness with which men
and machines are employed .
Estimated number of staff made re-
dundant by proposed passenger
closures 16,200
Estimated number of staff lost by
rationalisation of goods, frain and
maintenance siaff 13,500
“It is important to realise that the
elimination of cost factors will ex-
ceed the net saving expecfed from
the various charges, and this will re-
duce the vulnerability of the rail-
ways fo future cost increases.”
1957 agreement regarding manning
of diesel and electric jocomofives
and multiple unifs: contribution
made by the union was of consider-
able value. Rapid development of
new forms of fraction makes it de-
sirable fo seek agreement . . . in the
field of train manniug. ...

Stand up to
racialism

Mr  Wilson'’s condemnation of
St suhwick Labour Clubwas strongly
werded. However, the Labour Party
is reported to be considering tighter
controls over immigration. Presum-
ably Mr. Wilson is concerned about
the possibilities of Tory explojtation
of the colour issuc to wipe out hjs
slender majority.

Surely it is clear from past experi-
enc that the Tories always win on an
appezl to reaction. If it continues in
practice to give way to racial preju-
dice, the Party will only succeed in.
demoralizing its activists and alienat-
ing the coloured workers from poli-
tics.

COMMENT

GUIANA

In our last issue we made some com-
ments on the sitwation in British
Guiana and Tory policy towards the
colony. Now that we have a Labour
Colonial Secretary. can we expect
any changes in policy? I( scems un-
likely, judging by Mr. Greenwood’s
guarded and non-committal remarks
on the subject. He intends to listen
to the views of all parties.

No attemipt at impartiality can suc-
ceed in Guiana. The Forbes Burn-
ham (** Natonalist ™) Party will stop
at nothing to prevent independence
under a Jagan-led Government, It
scems fairly clear from reports in the
Observer, Guardian cle. that the
police in Georgetown have evidence
of sabotage, intimidation and murder
by Burnham supporters and there is
also evidence of American (ClA)
activity in the colony. The Ameri-
cans are quite determined not 1o
allow any progressive government Lo
Survive in lalin America, and past
experience tells us that they are not
al all choosy in their methods.
Racial feeling has been exploited 1o
prevent working class unity. The
British Government has merely pre-
vented this from gelling out of hand
and has al the same lime repre-
sented Jagan’s ** extremism ™ as the
causc of the trouble. Exiremism in
this case equals land reform and
nalionalisation of some foreign com-
panies. (It seems unlikely that the
workers of Guiana, whether Indian
or Negro, are lolally opposed to
this.)

Faced with his situation, will Mr.
Greenwood accommodalte himsell to
ihe Americans?

How soggy
Can you get?

We never set much store by Tri-
bune's political wisdom, but we've
been sickened in recent months by
its complete abasement before MHar-
old Wilson. CND (remember Tri-
bune's proud boast—" The paper
that leads the fight against the H-
bomb "?) has Jong since been drop-
ped as an electoral liabilily; we are
cxpected to wail patiently for some
crumbs of concession from Mr.
Gordon - Walker. Some hope!
Despile Labour’s pre-clection pro-
mises, Wilson will probably be
forced 1o slick to the broad outlines
of the Polaris agreement, Tribune
will presumably swallow even that
one.

Tribune has, of course completely
accepled the need for an incomes
policy. lts socialist theory now con-
sists of congratulaling James Callag-
han on his budget, and thinking out
how such a policy can work. [Equal
sacrificc on the part of the bosses
and the workers is apparently the
answer. Apart from the facl thal
this is economic nonsense (where
does the finance for expansion come
from if profits aren’t bigger), surely
their memories can't be all that
short. Don't they remember Stafford
Cripps’  *‘equal sacrifice '—hold
back wages and distributed profits,
while share prices risc accordingly?
Funnily enough there was no men-
tion in Tribune of George Brown’s
statement reported Sunday 8th
November, *We want privale in-
dustry to flourish.” At least Mr,
Brown has no illusions. But it wijll
probably take Michael Foot and Co,
two years or so lo lose some of
theirs.



ORLDSE

RHODESIA | fingon vs

There are two economies in South-
ero Rhodesia, « subsistence economy
ancd a money economy.

The subsistence economy invaolves
Africans, those two and a quarter
million acres allocated to their race
under the harsh Land Apportion-
ment Act, Their share is the least
fertile, most infested by tsetse fly
and farthest from railways and mar-
kets. Nor is it big enough for the
growing African population. In it,
the degenerale remains of tribalism
—chiets are paid by the government
and dare not oppose it—are losing
ground in facc of the constant dis-
ruptive migration (o urban arcas,
and the more individualistic type of
farming initiated by the Land Hus-
bandry Act of 1951 with the veiled
intention of creating a conservative
African peasantry 1o balance the
secthing urban elements. However,
Africans bitlerly peint oul that they
are given only six-acre holdings, and
have no capilal to work them inten-
sively, while the average European
farm is 2,000 acres. and occasionally
really big farmers make rich -livings
by cultivating a (iny proportion of
their acreage a ycar and leaving the
rest tallow; the same primitive and
wasteful system the Africans were o
be lifted from by the Act!

Rugged
Settlers

The money economy involves both
Europeans and Africans, There arc
not many white farmers, despite the
image of the rugged settler—ap-
proximately 8,000 out of a total of
78.000 Europeans in employment
were engaged in agricullure in 1956
—but the few there are ave appor-
tioned 49 million acres as aguinst the
Africans’ 37 million, and it is better
land. They employ 120,000 Africans.
Laws have been passed limiting
African agricultural enterprise to
protect their cash-crap profits from
any competition, and 80,000 Afri-
cans were moved off European land
between 1949 and 1956.  In 1957
only one million out of a suitable
32 million acres of European land
were cultivated, and Africans are
land-hungry.

However, most Europcans of the
221.000 white minority are city-
dwellers. and they enjoy a high

standurd  of living, with cheap
domestic service thrown in.  The

average European wage in 1958 was
£995, the average Afvican wage was
£80. The Europeans jealously
guard their privileges, and they are
beneliting from the very low cost of
African labour. In 1934 an Indus-
trial Conciliation Act was passed
providing for the selting up of

councils of employees and employcrs
" lo determine wage-rates and regulate
apprenticeships. It explicitly ex-
cluded the African from its debinition
of *employee.”™ aud so barred him
from bargaining procedures and
from any trade but that of unskilled
labourer at special low rates. The
Southern Rhodesian Labour Party
rejoiced!  We believe. surely rightly,
that there is a natural connexion
between “Labour™ and “Socialism.”
but it is not always an obvious one.
A new Act of 1939 is much betier
on paper. and makes discrimination
illegal, but an all-African union
could be accused of perpetuating a

colour bar, and there are provisions
for the representation of miinorities
that Europeans can use to their own
great advantage.

The Africans, then, are the other
side of the money economy coin.
Europeans have ahways needed
African labour. In the early days
they ensured a supply by imposing
2 hut tax on natives in Lhe reserves
so that they were forced lo earn
some money every year. Urban
Africans — there are now about
510,000 of them-—say one-seventh of
the African population—live in
native urban arcas controlled by
European local authorities or in
African townships. The townships
are kept as far away from European
housing as possible Lo facilitate
European suburban expansion, and
this adds greatly to the bugbear of
commuting. They are overcrowded
and insanitary, Many Africans
cannot afford an economic rent for
even low-standard housing, and their
diet is sparse and monotonous.
Naturally, the Southern -Rhodesian
political system reflects and main-
tains the glaring inequalitics betwzen
black and white. Fifty members of
the legislature are elected by those
registered on Roll A, namely 84,500
Europeans and 2,500 Africans with
the requisite educational and income
Gualifications.  ** B Electors have
[5 members to represent them.
149,000 Africans are eligible for
registration on it, but only a small
minority bother (10,000). A big
enrolment campaign was slaged in
1962 by Sir Edgar Whitehead’s
party, but Mr. Kock, the. official in
charge of il, admitted before resign-
ing " If anyone believes that the
ordinary African does not know
what is going on in this country he is
making a fatal mistake.”
Nevertheless lan Smith is committed
lo thwarling African advancement
and riding the wave-crest of white
supremacist militancy, as was shown
by the decisive defeat of his fellow-
racialist and political opponent Sir
Roy Welensky in -the October
Arundet by-election. The African
is unfortunately divided into two
movements,  ZANU (Zimbabwe
African National Union) and PCC
(People’s Caretaker Council). Their
leaders, Rev. Sithole and Joshua
Nkomo, are in detention (Nkomo
illegally, our Privy Council has just
ruled). Many other African leaders
have been imprisonad, restricled.
forced into exile or subjected to
police thuggery and intimidation,
especially since the sealing off a
month or so ago of the townships of
Highfield and Harare. White liberals
are beginning to experience persecu-
tion in the South African manner,
the ** Daily News™ has been shut
down, Europeans who treat Afri-
cans as equals are told to leave. On
21st October began the **indaba ™
at which 600 servile chiefs supported
Smith to the hilt on the question of
Rhodesian  ** independence,”  pro-
tected by police and troops against
intimicdation by their own “‘children™
and the inquisitiveness of foreign
journalists.  The few chiefs who
disagreed with Smith could not find
transport 1o attend. One of the en-
wrltainments laid on was a show of
strength by the Royal Rhodesian Air
Force. A moredemocratic procedure
was open to the tenth of the adult
population that bas the vote. The
poll in the referendum on independ-
ence was low, but strongly in favour

for

Smith
but -
not
for
them

ADEN Support for PSD

John Strauther

The election of the Labour Govern-
ment has so far meant no change in
British colonial policy, most signifi-
cantly in Aden and South Arabia.
Anthony Greenwood is going to tatk
with Adeni party leaders, but Mr.
Gordon Walker has made it clear

Stoke Newington YS

of it. Some wind was knocked out
of its sails by Wilson's sharp warn-
ing on October 27 of the disastrous
consequences of UDI (Unilateral
Declaration of Independence) which
preceded it.  The opposition leader
Sir Edgar Whitehead said that UDI
would cut Rhodesia's exports by
half and lead to African government
in six months.

But simply remaining British will -

not help the Africans much. The
judiciary can be corrupted or by-
passed, parliament can be rigged
even more than it is. the army and
police can still be used against the
population. trade will keep “the in-
creasingly oppressive reeime on a
footing. The power behind Smith is
4 lobacco-baron * Boss ™ Lillford.
We must press action 10 boveotl
Rhodesian goods now along witl
South African, We consume 39 per
cent of Rhodesia’s tobacco. Of
course, government or trads union
action is needed for this to be
effective.  Otherwise we are limited
lo supporting African nationalism.
especially its more progressive urban
barnches. and helping individuai suf-
ferers. Cash is always useful.

e,

that there will be no -withdrawal
from the Aden base; indeed he in-
tends Lo strengthen Britain’s “‘role”
in the Indian Ocean to please the
United States. The Labour govern-
ment apparently proposes to per-
petuate the Tories™ support to the
Royalists in Yemen, insisting that
Nasser’s republican troops be with-
drawn and the Saudi Arabian royal
isls admitted. Meanwhile, Britishi
troops must continue o ** protect
the South Arabian Federation. Two.
factors are at stake here—Anglo
American oil and far-East imperial-.
ism. The Arabs must be freed to sell’
their oil without foreign military oc-
cupation and the Malaysians and
Vietnamese must be allowed to des
lerming Lheir own future. a
The South Arabian Federation was
an  undemocratic  device  im
posed on Aden to suppress the
People’s Socialist Parly, which rep
resents the workers of the Aden
the most advanced labou
movement in  the Middle Fast
Several of its leaders are still in-:
prison. '
Young Socialists must demand their:
release, and the reversal of Labour’s:
policies adopted from the Tories.”
We must support the Adeni workers -
and Yemen! republicans, the with-"
drawal of British troops and demo-
cracy for South Arabia,
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' SOUTH AFRICA:

sactions now
Paul Coysh - Surbiton Y.S.

The nightmare of the Rivonia Trial
finished with what most people con-
sidered to be the only thing the
Verwoerd government  could do,
opposed as it was by World opinion.
Nevertheless, the nightmare con-
tinues for all those in Soutly Africa
whodare oppose the Nazi-type rulers
and we can certainly expect more
show trials in the fuiure. Nearly
cvery day reporls coming out of (he
Republic show how grim the situa-
tion is, and how one by one, even the
most insignificant opposition to the
government is being crushed, The
main mouthpiece of criticism with
which the majority of white South
Africans come into contact is the
English-speaking press which keeps
up a consistant barrage of attacks on
the murder of civil liberties in the
country. Within the last vear, a
government-sponsored Press Com-
mission reported on the attitudes
and tactics of the domestic press and
more recently, among the many
people who have been imprisoned
and kept quiet are several journalists
working for the big English-language
newspapers. On the whole the op-
position press continues 1o stay in
business because of the financial
connections it has with * liberal "
big business and its appeal to
English-speaking whites who, even
ifthey disagree with the anti-govern-
ment Jine cannot-read “newspapers
which. support the government be-
. «cause these are, in the main. Afri-
- kaan-speaking. = -
¢ Thesgroup incurring the greatest
wrath «of the government at the
moment is the South-African Libera)
2arly,which stands for a multi-
racial.‘capitalist democracy. Many
members of this party have had to
- endure banning, confinement to re-
stricled arcas, detention under the
infamous mis-named . 90-day law,
and various degrees of mishandling
and torture by the police —nothing
new in South-Africa. The party is
nearing total collapse caused by the
systematic harrassment of its office-
bearers, The party paper ““Contact”
now appears as a duplicated news-
= sheet. With these brave people we
- should not forget all the others:
: needless to say the thousands of
- Africans who face the courts every
“ day, not only for political offences
_but simply contravening a pelly law
~which could perhaps relegate them
“to a life of slave-labour on a white
“farm or worse. There are the Uni-
«versity students, many of whom are
being persecuted and spied on by
~their ractalist classmates, the profes-
“vsors who depend on the Verwoerd
csadministration for their livelihoods,
“the ladies of the Black Sash Move-
“ment who hold street vigils with a
..flame of freedom, frequently to
- obscenities shouted at them by
young supporters of the racialist
regime and the 90-day Protest Com-
.miftee run by an ex-member of the
- United Party * opposition™ who
‘tesigned in protest at the lawful
srestrictions of freedom. In 'such an
© ~arlicle- it is impossible 1o detail all
-+ the different groups and individuais
“awvho by their very presence are a
danger to the regime.

~ “The case for economic sanctions has
~'been argued consistently and should
~be applied without delay. The new
Wilson government should do all in
.its power lo initiate such action and
#make a start by progressively run-
ning down all trade with the Repub-
“*Jic. The Trade Union Movement in
this country should likewise take

¥

such action as is necessary and press
for international agreements and co-
ordination of action to refuse to
handle any goods or become willing
accomplices to the production of
military or non-military goods which
would strengthen the emonomic se-
curity of South-Africa. Protests and
boycotts by sportsmen and writers,
philosophers and the Beatles should
be maiched by workers and progres-
sive and humanitarian governments.
We all know of the more prominent
vesled interests concerned at exploit-
ing the resources of South Africa:
an international complex headed by
British and American capital and
backed by the governments of
France. Belgium and Portugal. But
of course, other countries have in-
lerests and arc going ahead and
opening contacts. Just as it did in
the thick of the Algerian War, so
now the West German government
is encouraging capitalists Lo seek out
new markets while Verwoerd and
company remain in power. In 1961,
at the time of Sharpeville, Herr Hans
Granow, West German ambassador
to South-Africa stated that **. . . the
friendship between our peoples will
always become firmer in the face of
the storms of to-day . . . Granow's
successor, Herr Karl Overbeck,
wrole in the racially aware ** Afrika
Post "—a German-language South-
African magazine, circulation 75,000
=" 1t is only right and proper o
wish.to defend South Africa against

Labour must impose

the shadows arising in the back-
ground. This embassy wili stand by
you in this.” 1t is interesting to note
that Granow held high diplomatic
posts in the Hitler government and
that Overbeck entered the Nazi
Foreign Ministry in 1934 and was a
member of the brown-shirted Storm-
troopers.

Recently, talks between various ex-
Nazi West German industrialists and
members of the South-African gov-
ernment on the likelihood of the
two countries producing nuclear
weapons, have been moving ahead
steadily.

This is just one of the many terrify-
ing things which are going on in
South-Africa. People must be mude
aware of such happenings which
could affect the whole world and
menace the whole of humanity,
November is the start of a new push
by the Anti-Apartheid Movement
for a campaign in Briwin, Everyone
should do what they can (o asist the
campaign.

Fairly good coverage of the situation
in South-Africa can be found in
these newspapers: “*The Guardian,”
" Daily Worker,” * The Observer.”
Other papers and cspecially  the
weeklies such as “Tribune,” “Peace
News ™ and “ New Statesman ” give
fairly well-informed articles on the
general situation from time to time.
Organisations which should receive
support: The Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment, 89 Charlotte Street, London,

‘Bloom (Seven Seas

W.1. Subscription 10/- per vear (5/-
for students). Members receive a
well-documented newsletter and in-
Paper-back books dealing with vari-
ous aspects of South-Africa: —
“The Rise of the South African
Reich ™ by Brian Bunting (Penguin
—2/6).

“Guilty Land™ by Patrick van
Rensburg (Penguin  3/6).

“Let My People Go™ by Albert
Luthuli (Fontana—3/6).

* South West Africa ™ by Ruth First
(Penguin 5/-).

“ South African Tragedy ” by Alan
Haigh (Consul--3/6).

* South Africa’s Rule of Violence
by Patrick Duncan (Methuen—7/6).
“ Naught for your Comfort™ by
Trevor Huddleston (Fontana—2/6)

wh

Sanctions Against South Africa ™
by Ronaid Segal (Penguin—4/6).
‘“South Africa: The Peasants’
Revolt ” by Govan Mbeki (Penguin
—4/6).

*“The Dispossessed ™ by
Longmore (Ace—S5/-).
“Cry the Beloved Country™ by
Alan Paton (Penguin, 3/6).

“ Transvaal Episode™ by Harry
3/6)-

" World of Strangers™ by Nadine
Gordimer (Penguin—3/6).
“Goddam White Man”
Lytton (Penguin-——3/6).

Laura

Davicl

Malaysia - phony democracy

lan Craib N.E. Croydon Y.S.

A few months 2go Malaysia cele-
brated its frst shaky year of exist-
ence. Iis primary purpose being
anti-communist, it is an amalgama-
tion of Singapore, Malaya, North
Borneo, Sabah and Sarawak. The
original proposals would also have
included Brunei in the Federation.
Singapore and Malaya are geogra-
phically connected, the former being
more or less an off-shore island of
the latter. Political connection was
an obvious next step but Tunku
Abdul Rahman, the Malayan Prime
Minister, was not willing 1o accept a
simple merger because he feared
that the Jarge Chinese population in
Singapore, many of whom have
strong connections with mainland
China, would favour the Commu-
nists. (Malaya, remember, had just
finished a long jupgle war against
Communist  guerillas)  Duncan
Sandys, then Colonial Secretary,
solved ~the problem by suggesting
Lhat, in order to counterbalance the
Singapore Chinese, the Brilish-con-
trolled territories of North Borneo,
Brunei, Sabah and Sarawak should
be included in a Federation.

Great care was taken lo show that
the people living in these areas were
in favour of the Federation, plebis-
cites being held in the lerritories
concerned. The U.N. was called in
to verify the resulls, which it did
except in the case of Brunei where
there had already been a rebellion
against the British. In the event the
Sultan of Brupei turned traitor on
the British who had hitherto pro-
tecled him. and Brunei was ex-
cluded. Closer examination shows

that opinion in the other arcus was
by no means unanimous. In Sara-
wak the United Peoples Party was
opposed to the Federation. In
Malaya itself the opposition parties,
all opposed to Malaysia polled 49
per cent of the total vote. In addi-
lion, many noun-Malays in Malaya
(principally Chinese) are denied the
right to vote. In Singapore, where
many leading Socialists are im-
prisoned (without trial or right of
appeal, accused of being engaged in
a " communist "' conspiracy ') 25-
30 per cent of the electorate followed
the instructions of the Barisan So-
cialists, who are anti-Malaysia, and
left their ballot papers blank. 1n
North Borneo the majority of the
population are probably far too
backward 1o really understand the
issue. Despite the inclusion of the
British territories Singapore  stil)
does not have the number of seals
on the Federal body that its popula-
tion merits. Thus il can’t be claimed
that the Federation has mass support
and it certainly is not true that it is
the bastion of democracy that the
Tories and the right wing of the
Labour Party claim it 1o be.

Since the idea of the Federation first
appeared, it has been opposed by
Malaysia’s nearest neighbour Indo-
nesia. President Sukarno accuses
Malaysia of being neo-colonialist
and is continually threatening to
“crush ™ it. This has recently taken
the form of sending guerillas across
the border into Sarawak and North
Borneo. These he claims are Malay-
sians acling sponlaneously, but he
still  promises to withdraw them

every so often during cease-fire ne-
gotiations, In the past year 7,000
plus British troops as well as Navy
and Air Force units have been en-
gaged in opposing Sukarno, Since it
is difficult to believe thal (hese
troops are there (o prolect demo-
cracy, and not British fRnancial
inlerests, their presence justifies
Sukarno’saccusationof neo-colonial-
ism. This is not lo say, however, that
we niust support Sukarno. The In-
donesian ruling class is finding, Jike
many other ruling classes before it,
thal an external enemy is useful in
slabilising its own position at home.
Indonesia is in an almost permanent
stale of economic and administrative
muddle and there have been at leust
five attempts on Sukarno's life.
Malaysia tends (o divert attention
from domestic problems. A war wiih
Malaysia can bring nothing but more
suffering for the Indonesian people.
What then should be the atlitude of
the Labour Government to Maluy-
sia? Its first step must be to with-
draw all British forces from the
Federation and to demand the re-
lease of all political prisoners and
hold clections on the basis of one
man one vote. This would lake away
Sukarno’s main justification for his
action.

All support must be given (o the
Socialist parties in Singapore and
Malaya, and everything possible
must be done to unite the working
people of these countries, who are
at present split by racial antagonism,
against the Tunku and Lee Kuan
Yew,



Roger Rosewell (Metal Mechanics)

New industrial technigques have
brought many changes into the
workshop. The jarge scale sub-

division of tasks and incrcased com-
plexity of the product bave turned
a skilled man. say a toolmaker, who
would complete a job from start (o
finish including all machining and in
some cases even designing, into an
operative covering just one part of
the job. In mosl sizeable factories
now they have tool fitters, lool room
turners, jig borers, tool designers,
cte., instead of the old time all-round
toolmaker,

This, and the improved educational
levels has resuited in the effective
demisec in many industries of the
lime-served tradesman. The vast
majority of skilled men in engineer-
ing today have served no apprentice-
ship. and what’s more don't notice
the loss.

Snobbery

Those apprentices who are being
trained, in the larger factories at any
rate, are being trained with a view to
their eventual employment in various
executive jobs such as production
engineers and managers, designers,
ratefixers, etc. In the larger firms
very few apprentices nowadays stay
at work on the shop floor. These ap-
prentices often receive scandalously
low wages. They often, however,
receive in other ways benefits which
young workers who are not appren-
tices but are on the same wages do
not get. For example they often get
free technical books, subsidised
meals, days off with pay for tech-
nical education elc. Both for this
reason and for purely craft rcasons
young workers are often divided
from each other by snobbery and
jealousy. The apprentices strike

of 1960 was a good example of
this, only the apprentices struck.
[n many cases young workers
who work under even worse condi-
tions stayed at work, This is a sad
commenlary on the relations between
workers.

These barriers are often encouraged
by trade union officials. Even trade
unionists of the narrow sort fecl
there is some connection between
strong shop organisation and the in-
flux of new labour by refusing men,
however skilled, who have not re-
ceived apprentice training.

Divisions

At the same time apprentices are
systematically separated from the
men. They are frequently moved
from shop to shop, or placed under

the control of special apprentice
supervisors. Previously they used to

be atlached to a particular worker, .

The firm often sets up a phony ap-
prentices committee to organise the
social activities of the apprentices
and direct their activities into safe
paths. In some cases this has re-
bounded, for example in the appren-
lices strike some of these committees
organised and led strikes in particu-
lar factories quite independently of
the established shop stewards organ-
isalions, although with their sympa-
thetic and active support. One such
case was the strike of over 200
apprentices at Standard Telephones
and Cables.

There are of course many exceptions
to this trend away from the appren-
tice-trained tradesman; on the Clyde
and in shipbuilding and ship repair
in general the apprentice-trained
tradesman is still the rule. There are
also many places, especially the
smaller works, where apprentices are

Youth In Industry

used purely and simply as cheap and
easily disciplined labour.

A very serious problem is the em-
ploymeént of young workers who re-
ceive the same low rate of wages
without any of the benzfits which
apprentices get. These workers
outnumber apprentices and at the
same time *° stay on with the tools.”
Besides being heavily exploited these
other young workers are virtually
excluded from representalion in the
factorics. Trade union officials and
others with mental rheumatism be-
moan the fact that young workers
are not joining the trade unions. Bul
why should they? Have the trade
unions done anything for them? The
problem within the factory remains.

Unity

The Ghetto into which young work-
ers have been placed must be de-
stroyed. This won't be done by the
trade union Moguls but only by Lhe
faclory and shop organisations, and
by the young workers themselves,
tt is no solution lo this problem to
set up, as some unions (eg AEU.
USDAW) have, junior workers
committess. The committees in any
case have no powers. They only
increase the isolation of the more
advanced young workers from the
basic industrial organisations. [n my
opinion the emphasis should be
placed on integrating apprentices
and young workers within the exist-
ing faclory organisations. Young
workers should have their own
stewards and where possible junior
workers committees in the factories.
These would cut across the artificial
barriers of snobbery and sectional
interest which exists between ap-
prentices ‘and other young workers.

Sex - A new

John Strauther

A girl student at Oxford was re-
cently suspended for half a lerm be-
cause the Humanist Society. of
which she is President, decided to
produce a pamphlet giving students
fairly frank advice about sex. Of
course, lhe kind of attention this
attracted from the sensational Press
may have influenced the College’s
decision.  Even so, it was typical of
the moral censorship imposed by a
University  Establishment  whose
official attitude to sex and the single
airl is still that of a puritanical Vic-
lorian guardian.

Mosl students and young people are
fortunately nol subjected to the
stifling and inquisitorial atmosphere
of an Oxford girls® college. They
have more frecdom in boy-girl rela-
tionship than their parents had.
Gradually the rock of conventional
morality is being chipped away
(although a clergyman who sue-
gested recently that sexual relations
between an engaged couple were
not immoral was immediately de-

nounced by his colleagues). Young
people accept more and  more
among  themselves  (though  few

dare o admit it to their parents D
that sex before marringe is not
wrong with or without a ring. But,
by and large. they lack the know-
ledge and  understanding  which
ought to ought Lo go with this en-
lightenment,  Because of the hold
which Christtan morality has on
education and public attitudes. sex

discovery
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education is either excluded com-
pletely from school and home. or it
is lavght in an entirely clinical
manner,  without any  attempt
being made to explain the psy-
cology of sex relations, and the
elementary physical aspects.

Most of the books on the subject are
useless ; they have the biology text
book approach and they skate un-
casily over the subject with airy-
fairy nonsense about the * beauty
of love.” Two books that don’t fall
into either of these categories arc
* Sex and the Single Girl " by Helen
Gurley Brown (published by Muller,
[8s) and * Mainly for Wives” by
Robert Chartham (published by
Macdonald, also 18s).

The frst would make most mothers
of bedsitter girls see red, although to
most young people it will sound like
conventional wisdom, on a variety
of subjects including the moral as-
pects of sex.

The second is a short and readable
practical guide to lovemaking, essen-
tial reading for men, too. Tt relates
various aspects of lovemaking to the
psychology of women in un honest
and convincing way.

You can get both these books at
your public library. “Sex and the
Single Girl ™ may be found on the
shelves, but public library morality
diclates that “ Mainly for Wives ™
be kept under the counter with all
the other *dirty ” books. safe from
enquiring youngsters.

Labour
Left

The study of the 1943-51 Labour
Government in the September YG
was a valuable one; it would be in-
teresting, however. lo expaund your
comments on the role of the Left
during this period. A particularly
interesting example is the case of
conscription, an issue which may
well face a Labour Government
again in the nol too distant future.
When the Labour Government
decided to introduce conscription in
1947, 72 ** Lefl-wing "’ Labour MPs
declared open opposition to the pro-
posal. Under this signiicant pres-
sure, Attlee was prepared lo make
some concession, and Eroposed o
reduce the period of Nalional Ser-
vice from 18 to 12 months. AL Lhis
point. however. Monlgomery and
the Army Council threatened Lo
resign en bloc if the period of
military service were less than 18
months. Afler this threat, there was
no further significant Parliamentary
opposition—only a handful of paci-
fists and Communist sympathisers
voted against National Service. The
majority of the so-called ** Left™
conceded defeal.

Letter

This *revoll™ by the Left of the
PLP was typical of the many short-
lived and ineffective manoeuvres of
the Parliamentary Left. Extremely
Left-wing and militant phraseology
fades away rapidly when confronted
with the harsh realities of class
power. The whole philosophy of
the Parliamentary Left is based on
the idea of exerting pressure, = But
in the first place, this pressure is of
no real force, because ‘it has nothing
to back it up beyond the sanction of
the withdrawal of their votes by a
handful of Parliamentarians. And
secondly. the pressure is disdirected,
for it is aimed at the leadership of
the parliamentary Parly. Bul even
if the PLP were completely domi-
nated by the Left, it would be of
little use for winning real class
victories. for Parliament is becoming
increasingly irrelevant to the real
meaning of power,

In the period 1945-51, the Left,
although conditions were relatively
favourable (o it, achieved nothing.
In the present siluation, it will not
only achieve nothing, but will do
positive damage by. spreading con-
fusion and demoralisationamong the
rank and file of the Party. Such a
denunciation of the Parliamentary
Left will be altacked as sectarian,
but in fact the clear exposure of Par-
liamentary tactics is essential im-
mediately, if the present situation is
not o lead to a serious sctback in
socialist consciousness as a resull of
disillusionment,

To atlempt o set out Socialist poli-
cies for a Labour Government, as
the October YG does, is in a way (o
cncourage such illusions. Certainly
we must demand reforms from Lhe
Labour Government in a greater
quantity than it seems prepared to
give. Certainly the best platform
for the advocacy of Socialist policies
is inside the Labour Movement. But
we must always be sure to state
clearly and unambiguously that
Parliament is not (by its all tos
obvious ineffectiveness at present),
and moreover cannor become (by is
Very nature as an asscmbly of repre-
sentatives cul off from those they
represent) an instrument for the
creation of a sociely based on
workers’ control. T hope that in the
coming months YG will stress this
point more firmly than it has in the
past.

Ian Birchall

Wood Green YS.
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- Socialism
' Gus Macdonald

Parliamentary Socialism, by Ralph
Miliband.  Merlin Press (paper-
. back). 12s6d.

Miliband’s assessment of British
Labour history first appeared only
four years ago yel it is already (he
standard work of reference and re-
cent studies by DN Pritt and Tony
CIiff rely heavily on Parliamentary
ocialism. It has a powerful in-
fluence on the attitudes of many
Young Socialists, for under Mili-
band’s unsympathetic rather hostile
glare illusions which have teased the
minds of socialist romantics for
“Jhalf.a century shrive] and disappear.
~‘Miliband’s  objectivily penetrates
“thé red rosy mists of Labour's past
and is a powerful antidote to the
emply rhetoric which is often the
acebo administered o pacify the
ink. and file. Remorsely he pricks
¢ sacred bubbles and cuts the
giants of legend down Lo life size.
here was no golden past, The
majority of Labour MPs in 9.
did owe more to Methodism thuan
‘Marxism. And they were proud of
it. World War | was an imperialist
war. The slaughter of worker by
worker meant near indescribable
carnage. Yel the Labour Party
took a patriotic stand for King and
Country. They were the recruiting
sergeants of reaction. One by one
the illusions vanish. The Red Clyde
~and stormy South Wales shrink into
perspective and are almost lost in
- the widespread apathy and ignor-
ance. Convulsive mass action was
rare.  Betrayals by the leadership
~were constant and often, as in the
General Strike and 1931, crucial.
Among the proletarial the heroism
“of « the miners and others was
y swamped by the dull-eyed subser-
“vience -of the rest of the working
class.
This is not a book for romantics.
. How many marched against hun-

Parliamentary

ger? How many went to Spain ?
What was the membership of the
Trade Unions? By how many did
Labour’s membership slump ? What
was the membership of the Com-
munist Party ? Where did Laboyr
stand in the great issues of the twen-
ties and thirties?  Piece logether
the answers (0 these questions and
what emerges is a picture of a
murky, disreputable period when
Labour capitulated to the pressures
of collapsing world capitalism. Miii-
lancy was the prerogative of the
ILP and CP. Both tiny and in reality
powerless, they could do little 10
mabilise the working class against
the menace of fascism or their indi-
2Enous apPressors.

Much of this has been made fami-
liar in the last years. It is of great
interest bul no longer of primary
importance., for invoking the
socialist past is no longer the power-
ful incantation it once was. The
“technocrats " of Wilson’s scientific
revolution to whom the exponents of
the mixed economy are (rying Lo
hand the Labour Parly will not
wince at this attack on the Parly’s
traditions. They are not onl'y dis-
interested, in many cases they are
ignorant of the past. Of more im-
mediate concern is the analysis of
Gaitskellism and the atlempts of
the right-wing to decunt the last
dregs of socialist content from thes
I_abour Party programme. \
Gaitskell's partially successful at-
tempts o undermine the class
nature of the Labour Party Jed him
into whal must have been for the
revisionists an infuriating paradox.
The more they “modernised " the
Party programme, “ declassed " the
Party image and made Labour more
“altractive ” the less successful they
were. 1950, 1951, 1955 and 1959
saw the puffy, slick and insubstan-
tial programmes rejected by more
and more voters.

After years of feuding with the
rather ineffectual parliamentary left
Gaitskell’s proposals for dropping
the nationalisation proposals of
Clause 4 were flattened by the trade
union revolt,

Gaitskell's difemma still dogs the re-
visionists of Labour though it now
floats deep beneath the surface of
unity. If you throw' out common
ownership then the trade unions see
no reason for continuing to suppert
Labour. Indeed their relations, as
George Woodcock knows, were
aimost as good with a Tory govern-
nient as they are with a Labour one.
Without the unions the Party would

become an impoverished shadow
of its present self.  Without the
socialism, the volunteers who man
the election machine would soon de-
sert, and there are not enough can-
didates. rclatives and  aspiring
careerists in Britain to fight a
general election.

But most important of all, as Mili-
band points out, most voters believe
that the best people to run the capi-
talist economy are the capitalist
party.

Now in paperback al only 12s6d
this book should be read by every
British socialist,

e Labour Parly bas issued a ban
n any further office building, it also
opes to set up a Land Commission
> purchase development land. But
hat about the offices thal are
ready built? What about the
ouses which have been converted Lo
fices? What about the complete
serversion of the shapes and pat-
rns of our cities by the profit
otive? We already have homeless-
fess, overcrowding, commuting and
traffic jams. The symbols of power

prestige crowd the people out
‘the centres of “our cities. The
cess is already far advanced. The
vom in office building was In any
ase drawing to a close. The offices

the houses in their spacious
vate grounds are already standing.
1as been many years now since
ch development land has con-
sted of more than areas of old
usingalready holding more people
than could be decently rchoused on
esame site. To start tackling the
roblem, we need the power (o lake
“Over existing land uses and change
1em, to reconvert the offices 1o
uses, lo open the privale gardens
nd squares to the public. Present
mpensation Jevels for compulsory
purchase make this totally 1mpos-
Sible at present. But even nationalis-
~atibn of all land, unless controlted

: : iners.
fies has meant to the mine A
ere is plenty of land already in

those who need it may medn no
re than nationalisation of the

fenants say: This
land for homes

public ownership, but misused. For -

example the railways own thousands
of uacres of land in London. But
British Railways are a self-centred,
bureaucratic empire. There is no
question of them planning their use
of lund so as to make as much as
possible available for housing where
it is needed. Where they dé own
housing they have started a policy
of evictions. Tenants of theirs in
St. Marylebone for example, re-
ceived letlers this summer- giving
prior warning of notice to quit; the
site is lo be handed over to a private
properly company: *‘ This proposal
is in accordance with the Railway
Board’s policy of maximising re-
venue from its properties and you
will appreciate that this particular
site has very valuable potential. No
doubt you will wish lo seek alterna-
tive accommodation, but I regret
that 1 am unable lo assist in this
maller. j

The railways Lhemselves.-acknow-
ledge 615 acres of surplus-land
available over the next ten years in

the County of London. Much of this.
has lain derelict for years while the.
railways-~hold on and pegotiate,

blackmailing - and bargaining with
the LCC to beable to dispose of it
in the most profitable manner pos-
sible. Some has already been sold
or Jeased for offices and Juxury flats.
Yet this Jand could break the hous-
ing deadlock in such places as Pad-
dington and St. Marvlesbone.

The two working class (solid La-
bour) wards of St. Marylebone have
some of the worst slums in London.
40 per cent of the people here have
no baths. Some wo-thirds live in
houses which should have been de-
molished twenly years ago, ‘T'welve
thousand people live here, without a
single playground or bit of park,
amid the fumes of antiguated power
stations, passing daily the tens of
acres of unused railway land. If
those acres were built on, all the foul
and decaying housing, the fortress-
like blocks of ** buildings ' could be
pulled down and rebuilt after, with-
out displacing a single person in the
]process. 3

Here in Marylebone the first revolt
has arisen. The Marylebone Tenants
Associations (seven of them, repre-
senting several thousand people),
have combined (o set up a Campaign
for Marvlebone Homes, The walls
are plastered with their notices.
They have presented the Minister
(Keith Joseph) with a pelition signed
by 6000 people. demanding the im-
mediate use of all the Jand for * low
cost housing.” They have held mass
meetings in packed halls attended by
two and three hundred people. They
have become a force to be reckoned
with and conciliated byvall the Mary-
lebone councillorsand parliamentary
candidates. During the election
campaign Keith Joseph (pressed by 2
worried Hogg) gave a promise that
“all suitable and surplus railway

land (ambiguous terms) in St. Mary-
lebone would be used for council
housing.” But the tenants have de-
cided not to rely on this or on the
change of government and not to
rest until *the last rool is on the
last building.” Further aclion of
various Kkinds is being prepared.
Also a plan for the railway land and
for the cumulalive effect its use
could have on the entire area, is
being prepared by planning and
architectural students, to be put on
public exhibition., This is probably
the first time that a plan has been
commissioned by tenants. The brief
is being provided by questionnaires
widely distributed and by long con-
versations with each of the tenants
committees.

The movement should spread. Pad-
dinglon and St. Pancras also have
surplus railway land in their midst.
The general; abstract demand for
more houses could harden into spe-
cific demands for a say in the use of
land and in planning.  The railways
are only a beginning, there is mis-
used public and private land
throughout the country. A stand
must be made to secure this land lo
provide decent *“ Jow cost *’ housing.

Constance
Lever _
Hampstead Y.S.



Vic Alien
sentenced

lan Birchall
Wood Green Y.S.

The sentence on Vie Allen by u
Nigerian Court has now been an-

nounced. Dr. Allen, a lecturer i
industrial  relations, was  visiling

Nigeria o carry out an official re-
search project on the problems of
trade unions in developing countries
at the time of the General Strike last
June.  He was arrested shortly after
his acrival, and was tried on charges
;chmn;, to a document Found in his
possession, alleged o be a plan for
the overthrow of the government.
Flc has already served a two-month
prison sentence for atlempling to
cross the border, and is now doing
one year’s hard labour with two
years suspended sentence,
A disturbing incident connected
with the affair was the case of Mr,
G Jones a personal friend of Allen’s,
who was working in Ghana last
summer. When he arrived in Nigeria
altempting to visit Allen, he was
(according to reports in the Nigerian
Sunday [ixpress) arrested, illezaliy
and  without justification, inlerro-
gated, beaten up and tortured.
Heavy debls have been incurred by
the defence of Allen, and a group
of Nigeriuns uccused along wilh
him, He is geing Lo appeal so more
moncy will be needed. All contri-
butions should be sent to:

THE V. L. ALLEN FUND

¢/o ROY WILKINSON,

DEPT. OF ECONOMICS,

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS.
or direct o

VIC ALLEN,

c/o BARCLAYS BANK,

40, MARINA,

LAGOS,

NIGERIA.

The Election etc.
Cont. from page one

poverty and exploitation. ™ Reso-
lutionary ™ politics  which  have
alwavs bedevilled the left are not
enough, Young Socialists must put
up a consistent struggle for the im-
mediate reforms thut we might win
and - which  challenge  the  whole
basis of the ideas put forward by
the ruling cluss and their allics in
the Labour Purty @ and to uniie the
left in the Party against wage freeze.
against @ sell-out on housing and
for socialist foreign policy,  But
this isn’t just o job for  Lubour
Party mectings.  Far more impor-
wnt, the YS has 2ot W look ouside
nto the wider Labour movement
and join in the struggle there. in the
unions and on the fﬁu.lorv loor. The
Y'S must play its part in pointing
aut lll.. connection belween suppras-
sion of unofficial strikes and a re-
actionary  policy  abroad, between
the dockers” struggle and the fight
for socialist policies in the Lubaur
Party.

Fred Lindop

Apprentices back

National Organisation Needed

The apprentices’ long struggle for
better pay and conditions, and the
right of full trade union member-
ship has suddenly sprung to life.
First. the Lloken stopage on Sepl-
ember 7th: then Lhe national strike
beginning November 2nd.

The tone of the movement was int-
mediately clear. * We are not pre-
pared 10 remain the shattlecock 1o
and fro between the employers and
the trade union leaders.” (The Ap-
prentice Bulletin).  This militancy
was lempered by the realization that
the movement had o go beyond the
il] fated apprenticc movement of
1960. In 1960, the basic aim was
only a higher wage ; this was partly
gained and the impetus petered out.

This time the demands were ex-
panded. “Only an Apprentices’
Charter, dealing with every aspect

of the system of apprenticeship, will
answer the question of permanent

national Organisation.  This will
draw them into the Trade Union
Movemenl. lo struggle shoulder to
shoulder with the tradesmen.”
(Apprentice  Charter.  Merseyside

Apprentice Comumittee).

The demands

. a percentage of the skilled man’s
wuge—60 per cent at fifteen, to 90
per cent at twenly,

2. a 35 hour working week.

3. 4 weeks annual holiday.

4. full wages during sickness.

5. Full trade union negoliuling

rights for all youths and apprentices.
Points that should be added to these
are

6. apprenaticeships
shorler-—we reckon 3 years.

7. all employers must be com-
pelled by luw 1o release apprentices
for one day a week. or 3 months in
cvery year, o atiend college,

The official reaction of the em-
ployers and the trade union has been
almost  uniformly  hostile.  The

should be

Engincering Employers Associali .
wrole to the Confederation of Ship-
building and Engineering Unions,
which then got its affiliated unions
o write (0 all officials, requesting
them " to tuke all steps Lo avert the
threatened strike of junior workers.
Al a recent AEU Executive meeting.
Sir Williamy Carron used his casting
vote to order the aprrentices back o
work., Members of apprentices com-
mittees have been threatened with
court action by the emplovers for
inducing breach of contract.

Organisation

Despite this. ihe apprentices have
gone ahead spreading the strike and
trying to build up the organization.
a Leallet put out by the Merseyside
Apprentices Committee claims  to
have support in places.as far apart
as Dundee and London. including
the Clyde. the Midlands and York-
shire, as well as the main centre in
Manchester. According to a4 mem-
ber of the Merseyside Commitles.
Mike Sandbach, there were 22.000
apprentices on strike on November
9th. 600 were out in Dundee for
a week. Some factory commitiees
were reported (0 be functioning :
for example. at Singer’s in Glasgow
and A.E.I. Manchester. There hus
been some Rerce picketing ; com-
rades report degrees of solidarity
ranging from 70 per cent. to 30 per
cent. with soms factories where
only one or two were out. (This is
from the Manchester arca.)

Need for Unity

A real national organisation is
necessary to plan the apprentices’
future tactics. The Direct Action
Comumittee, which scems to be in a
minority in the present movement,
has gone ahcad with definite plans
without waiting to hear the views of

l!n. nm]nllly SH ;.tpp 'mc.“
comrdes shoald dx
uo...msm the m. Jonry of -dpprens
tices just aren’t interested; - T€ futd
action (whether in March ot later)
is to have any effect,’it: must'not’
bogeed down at nation: :
petty powsr politics. of
of self-appoint~1 leaders:. "
During this strike ™ theri
some support fro ' “shop
stewards, although net as muc as
might have been expected:
nmslly to lack of undt;rslandm"
both side and: mdrgma.kly:- (o) fd
tional conflicts: hetwcen Commum&
Party members and“ st ppocters. of
the Direct Actioii Comm:ltec Therc
has been talk of :
future through = the

Workers Commlttces (oﬁ‘icully'or
unofficially).
Although as yet l&e Committee
have no powers, they niay ’proy
closer contact between stew:
I‘l‘llllldf‘lt apprcnln.e:. 2

das
Young Socialists. the Job i§; to g_
solidarity, especially in prb iding
money and prevenling viclinviss 1|\‘;n

of the sfrikers, -in-_their union

branches, YS brdnches and Ldbour “»i

Parties. ' £\
§
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Next issue will include: .

Labour and the Fmang\ers
Shipbuilding B S
Glasgow Apprentices

Northern Ireland
Congo

YG will be at Brighton
for the conference
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