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U.S. STUCENT MARCHERS BLAZED A PATH
= an editoricl from the Anerican Militant (April 26th)

The April 17 March on Washington to protest the U.S. wor in Vietnan
exoseded the nost optinmistic expectations of its initiators and supporters. Scoe
20,000 people, nost of whom were students, desonstrated their opposition to the
wor the Johnson aduinistration is woging ngainst the pecple of Vietnan.

This huge outpowring reflecots the growing opposition to the wayr an the
nation's conpuses. The success of the march is also an indication of the unensincss
over the war felt by wide sections of the Population 25 a whole,

The Students for a Desocratio Soclety, which organized the wmarch, and
the other youth organizations ond individuals who helped build it are to be
congratulated for a job well done,

The succeas of the march was due not anly to the real and pgrewing
opposition on coaupus to the war, ‘but clso to the policies carried out by the
organizers of the nareh which helped to build it and pointadin its nilitant spirit,

The original ecall for the uarch told the truth about the war., It desoribed
the vor as o eivil war., It didn't buy the view that "both sides” ocre"equally to
blane" and concentrated its fire on the U.S, government, whoae nilitary inter-
vention threatens to plunge Asia ond the world into a bloedy holocaust.

All who ngreed that the war should be ended now were invited to support
the narch. Under this policy of non-exclusion the support of revelutionary
socidists was welconed, The SDS leaders stuck to this policy despite preasure fron
all kinds of liberale, State Departuent socialista, those in the right-wing of the
Peace aoveuent, ete, '

The policy of non-exclusion opened the way for the activists and pilitants
te join in the orgonization of the narch, and to contribute their encray and spirit
= no saall facter in the large turnout fren pany cities ang caupuses,

The denonstration proved the fallacy of the of t-repeated arcunent of
professional liberzls that serious cpposition to the Johnson adninistration can only
isclate the novenent and render its protests "ineffeective". The parch was built on
the basis of the unqualified denand on the goverment to end the war in Vietan, o
denand which generated enthusizsn cnd support for the narch.

. In bia speech at the narch, SDS President Paul Potter called upon the
students asseubled there to go back hope and organize to fight the systen that ia
respongible for the wmr. "We nust none that systen", he contined, "We must nane
it, describe it, analyze it, understand it and change it. For it is enly when that
systen is changed and brousht under control that there con be any hope for atopping



the forces that create 2 wor in Vietnon today or o turder in the South tomorrow
or a1l the incalculable, innunerable atrccities that are worked on people all
over = all the time."

In his specch, Fotter did not give "the systm.." its none - but the eneny
is clear. It ig the capitaliat aysten. Driven by its need to expand ite narkets,
capitaliast inperialisn is inpelled to seck areas of investoent ond control over
the world's resourcea to nointain its deninion over o werld in which resistonce

to copitelist exploitation and u‘ppr@sslun cmtmues to nount.

Under cnnpuls;l.n::-n tu E'l:ﬂ‘_I 'l:.he tide of revolt, :;:._Pa.ta:l.isn ia bGWHiﬂE nore
and nore warlike, ready to wase ward cgainast people fi rhting for independecnoe
and freedon - o in Uin_e'hg:un. .

Poart and parcel of capitalisn's inereasingly worlike stand hos bean the
developuent of a huge nilitory noechine. An unholy clliance bebieen big business
and the nilitary hos been foroed. At the cpex of this uilitary-industricl couplex
gtands the president os its chief cxecutive and comnander-in-chief,

This capitalist power structure is nainteined through the o capitalist
parties. Both the Démocrats and the Republicons ore conmittied to nn:l.nt:::.in and
purpematﬂ the systen responsible for the wor in Vietnon.

B:.r their support of the Johnson adniristration, the liberals, lcbor leaders,
leaders of nost of  the eivil rights groups, the richt wing of the pacifist ncvement
and the nenly-nouthed Connunist and Socialist Farties, are in reality, lending
support to the syaten which ia woging wer in Vietnon. They act os wgents of the
power structure, preventing the orgonisation of an effective opposition against
this systen,

The wass of younpg people who joined the narch on Washington against the
vor in Vietnon were in fact placing thenselves in opposition to the Johnson
adoinistrotion and the vhole systen. If they follow the logic of thedr opposition
to the war in Vietnan, they will breck entirely vwith the syaten's politicol partics

and institutions whiuh arc cn.rr:,'ing out the wor. By doing so they con lend othors
to do the sr:ue. "

The April 17 ﬂ.eucmatmticn iz only & beginning., The next step 1s to
_centinue without letup the campus denonatrations and discusaions on o local, state,
aren and notional senle against this war, and to turn the compuses inte citadels of
oppeeition to the wor. But the orgenization of pretest should not stop there.

The students are fodoy in the forefront of the fight ngoinst the wor in
Vietnon, but by thenselveés they cannot stop it. The protest againat the wor should
be carried to wider sections of the population whe do have power = the working
people, c-rgnniaeﬁ and unr.:ugm:r.z&ﬂ. and the Negro froedon fighters,

The nonstrous growth of nilitarisn bedes no good for the lubor novenent,
civil-rights novenent or scodeniec fresdom. Just as Trunan's war in Horea reatultc:i
in the developuent of MeCarthyisn, the wor in Vietnan hos strongthened the post re-
actionory forces in Anerica. The forces which are the most vocifercus supportera
of the war in Vietnon ere the scne foroes which are in the forefront of the drive to
hanstring the labor ..m'l.rt:.rmnt turn back the civil-rights noveocnt, cdd destroy

civil liberties.
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The labor novenent, the Negro people and the students all stend to lose by
a resurgence of MeCarthyiso which is bound to be the result of an unchecked
eacolation of the Vietnan wor. The lobor novenent and civil-rights novenent, in
their o interests, should nowv join the students who have led the way, ond fight

agoinst this dirty wor in Vietnon.
THEY AREN'T ERAIN-WASHED

INTERVIEWS WITH WASHTNGTON MARCHERS
(froo the Anericon Militant (April 26th 1065)

I went to the Washington March fron New York on one of the traoins chortered
by the Students. for a Depocratic Sooizty. On the way to Washingten, and again on
the vay back, I intervicwed a nunber of young people, If those I selected at randon
te toalk te were a fair sonpling of the deoonstrotors « and vhaot I obaserved in
Washington suggested they werc - then there are a good nuober of thinking, quite well-
inferned people in the high schools and colleges today vwho see through the hoax of
an Anerican war of "liberntion" in Vietmon not only because they fear the muclear
holocaust it can lead to but aolso beecuse they are convinced that it is o dirty,
unjust war that the U.8, is waging.

They understond thet the wer in Vietnan is essentially a civil wor and that
Justice is on the side of the guerrillas, 411 whon I apoke fo saw Johnaon's Baltinore
"negotiations" speech ns denngogy. And o nunber of then, interestingly, put their
finger on the sanc key point - that Johnson hadn't been serious about negotiction
because he refused to nesotinte with the South Vietnan National Liberation Front.
They oode this point without sclicitation,

Differine Reactions. The colleze students vwhon I tolked to tended to be on
the optinistic side about the prospeets for doing sonething effective about Vietnan.
The high-sohool students and those above college age, on the other hand, tended to be
pessinistic about vhat ocould be done but folt thot as a notter of personal eomscience

they oust try anyway.

They were generally anti-estoblishnent and radical in their thinking but not
in the traditional sense. For nost of then Morxisn is seonething yet to be discovered,

An unusually articulate girl of 13 fron the New York Hich School of Connerce
soid angrily: "We're there for the wrong reascns. No war is right. This one in

particular is vrong."

What did she think of Johnson's speech? "He pmeneralized., He didn't say onr
thing. He contradicted hinself. He talked cbout 'outside interference' there!"

: She, too, was dubious, os to what the narch would acconplish, but said:"I *
it will show thot nony people feel this woy and noke President Johnson think obou.
negotiating."

Her conpanion, a *E:a]r of about 15, explained they were menbers of a school club
called "Students for Equality" cnd that about 20 of then had copme on the narch. He
noted with cophasis: "We don't have on adult adviser." :

He said there were perhops o hundred in the school who shared their views on
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Vietnan. - "A lot of the kids feel we should expond the war," he said, "But nost of
then are really wnaure cbout it. They don't know if Johnson's right or wrong."

A high-schoal student of nbout 16 said that noet of his fellow students
"believe in vhot's geoing on - up to a point." He wos not over-optinistic abous
the results of the narch, "lMnybe it's futile. But noybe people ocn be woken up.”

He thourht the propossls in Johnaon's specch would be'desirable if he
ocarried then through®. But, he cdded arprily, "It's ridiculous not to include the
Viet Cong,"

He apoke with a thoughtfulness and avorenegss that seened far beyond his
yoars,

Of the need for negotiations with the suerrillas, he snid: "Thia would
probably be a defeat for us in the innedicte sense, but in thelong run it wouldn't
be. It would help ernse the bad inage we have in Asin.

"People in Asia" he continued, "have been hostile to us ever since we
dropped the Bonb oh Jaopan. TWhether it's true or not, they feel we're using yellow
people as guinen pigs for our weopons,”

~ Returning to the noture of the guerrilla struggle in South Vietnan, he
comriented, "Sure, they're probobly getting scne help frou Honoi, Since the lMiddle
Azes thera's never been n pure revolutionary movement. #All of then get sone cutside
hE-'lP'"

Discussion Topic A youns Negro wougn who ig o dance najor at the Boston College of
Musio snid there wouldn't be too nony people froo her achoel on the darch but nssured
ne there swould be o geod representction fron Horvard, KIT and other Bosten-aren
colleros.

She sodd Vietnom yms o chief toplc of disoussicn on the canpus and thoat the
reople invelved in tryine to do sonething about it were largely the anne ones that
vere concerned with eivil richts and othor social iasues. She said they zll felt
strengly that the troops should be scnt to Alabaas instead of Vietnan and added
enphatieally, "That's certoinly ny opinion.”

A young school teacher and her husbond, a grodunte student, were dublous
about what the narch would acconplish, "I don't think it will renlly do any good,”
she told ne. "It won't acconplish onything in terns of stopping the wor, But I fecl
it's ny responsibility to go." She added, "I fecl very strongly about this.®

It's o pofter of what you believe in," she continued. "A few thousand L
people, parading in front of the Capitol isn't going to change thinga. The papers
will call ua "student radicnls." But ooybe it will alert people to the fact that
there are scne who are ogainst this.”

Connenting on Johnson's spsech, she soid coustically: "It was typical - very
flovery and well=-written. But it dodged the issues. He should definitely nogotinte
vwith the Viet Cong! It's ridiculous!

"It's not a natter of whether they're right or wrong," she ndded, "or of

vnat I think about them. They einply have o right to decide things for thenselvés.

I'd ymnt the sane thing for uyself."
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Eropacanda Machine Why wos she skeptical about what could be anceopplished
by those in opposition to the war? She despribed to ne the thinking of her fellow
%eachers whe uneritically accepted the lies of the propaganda machine y and she
added thoughtfully: "It's terribly difficult +o convince o people - any people =
that their country is guilty of nass purder.”

' "Besides," she ndded, "this country is fat, well-fcd. The people don't feel
l threatened and they won't do enything until they feel they are.®

In oan intercsting aside, that threw lisht on the reacticn anong radiocni-
ninded people to Khrushchev's placing nisasdles in Cuba and then i thdrowing then,
she observed: "This country has no justification for ~hat it's doing in Vietnan.
- Cuba wes ot least in this sphere, I'nm for Cuba ord I vas egoeinst whot was done during
the nissile orisis but ot least they could point to a base of a foreian power in this
sphere. But vhat can they peint to in Victnan?"

Sceking %o ndke her views on Vietnan clearer, she said: "Don't nisunderstond
ne, 1'n not a pacifist. I believe in people fighting for what's theirs. But that
certuinly isn't the case with us in Victnan,"

She odded, "Aotually I'n a socialist, I'n convinced that sooner or later,
one way or another, this country will have to go socialist,”

On the vmy back fron Washington everyone was tired but there wns o sense of
deep satisfnoction vith the denonsiration, atenning nainly fron the fact that it hod
turned cut to be much bigper than nost people expected,

A drousy teen-ared rirl perked up inuediately when I asked what she thought
of the narch, "It was fantastic” she said. "The turnout was anazing, No one
expscted nmore than 10,000.

"It wns needed," she centinued, "but I renlly didn't cxpect that so nany
people would take it on themselves to come. It nokes ne clad to feel there are so
pany people who feel this wvoy and that there are so nany of then outside of New York.!

On the other hand, o sraduste student fron the University of Wisconain said
| he was pleased and heartened but not surprised by the turnout. He explained that
he knew there would be at least three or four busloads coning all the way fron
Wiscensin so he assuncd the snae “hing would be happening on the other canpuses.
"I didn't expect thot they would all Juat be fron New York," he snid, "There's a
Johange taking place on the canpuses. There's a nore lively debote going on, The
y,beach-ins indicated this,"

i

\ A young non with a Southern accent terned the denonstrotion "great".
"Johnson better take note," he said, and added: "I'n glad they wound up by narching
on the Capitol. It's inportant thot Concress should realise he's banboozling then,"

"I was certeinly glad," he continued, "to see youth out in such numbers., "

4 radical-ninded social worker echoed his yords: "Tt was extrenely exciting,"
she said, "fo see young people out in such muobers,"

H“%.ﬂsuw a revolutionary significance to the narch. "It was the people ngoinst
- pointed way," she sadid. "It was nuch nore pointed than the civil-
It wvas the biggest neanincful sction I've seen pecple toke,

' . = Harrv Rine. '
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MARCHFRS' PRITTION TO CONGRESS™

(The follovring is the text of 'I:hc.- petition subnitted to
Gmasbyﬁeﬂnrchm? ton to End the War in |
Victnan

We, the participants in the March on Washington to. End the War in Vietnan,
petition Congress to oct ionediatoly to end the war, You currently have at your
disposal nany schenes, including reconvening of the Goneve Conference; negotiation
with the National Liboration Front and North Vietnan, imnediate withdrawal, and
UN-supervised élections. Although those anong us night differ as to which of these
is nost desirable, we are unanincusly of the opinion that the war nust be brought
to a halt,

This war is inflicting untcld harn on the people of Vietnapn. It is being
fought in behalf of o succeasion of unpopulor regines, not for the ideala you
proclain, Our nilifary are obviously being defeated; yet we persist in extending
the war., The preblous of Anerica cry out for attention, ond cur entanglement in
South Vietnan postpones the cenfrontoation of theae iasues while prolonging the
nisery of the people of that war-torn land,

You nust act now to reverse this sorry state of offairs .‘ We call nn- you
to end, not extend, the wor in Vietnon.

The Anerioan Scoislist Weekly MILITANT is availsble fron the Pioneer Book Service.*
9d. p.pd.

Subscribe to World Pelitics!

£l. 0. 0. for 40 issuca, 10/- for 20 issues.

Hme.""..'"iilb"li-lIlll'."-ll‘lllilllllllll

‘:!lﬂarasa"!liliililll-lt ---------- ...-'.'r,;,.

"
L B L B N O R R T N I N R

-

R EFE SN BaF R Eaddd s e - e e PR e

Order fron Fioneor Bock Service, 27 Thursley House, Holnewood Gardens, Londen,S.W.2.



