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By MICHAEL BANDA

MOST powerful position in
the trade union movement
in Britain is held by Victor
Feather.

On Monday, his ‘inner
cabinet’ of the TUC issued
a terse statement offering
the miners ‘great sympathy’.
But instead of offering
fighting leadership Feather
and the union chiefs an-
nounced they were actually
abdicating — N QO summit
meeting of transport unions
would be called to co-
ordinate the miners’
struggle.

Even right-wing miners’
leader, Joe Gormley, had to
tell the press he was ‘dis-
appeinted’ by this failure
to give support, and in the
pit towns miners began to
say: ‘The TUC is trying to
do another 1926.

DESPITE intimidation by police, a-vicious cam-

paign of slander and distortion in the capitalist

press—and the treacherous retreat of the TUC
—the miners’ audacity and determination con-

tinues to grow.

think

MINERS on strike against
the Tory government and
its pay policy were snub-
bed this week when the
TUC Finance and General
Purposes Committee re-
fused to organize co-ordin-
ated solidaritys action.

Some miners might have
expected different action
from a committee contain-
ing such self-proclaimed
‘lefts’ as Hugh Scanlon,
president of the Engineers,
and transport-union chief
Jack Jones.

Scanlon certainly had a great
opportunity. °

His own members had had
their wage claim rejected
by the employers, procedure
was exhausted and his
national committée met the
same day as the TUC
committee—its ‘inner
cabinet’. A miners-engineers
alliance could have paved
the way for the defeat of
the Tory government. But
Scanlon was absent from
the ‘inner cabinet’ on the
ground that he had to
attend his national com-
mittee in the same building.

Scanlon helped lead this
committee into a decision
to abandon any national
action or negotiation on
their pay claim, and enter
only plant action for higher
wages.

The Fleet Street press then
held out hopes that Scanlon
was about to  attend
Wednesday’s meeting of the
TUC Economic Committee,
where joint action with the
power workers, who also
have a wage claim pending,
was to be discussed. Again
he failed to turn up.

Yesterday the Confederation
of Shipbuilding and
Engineering  Unions  en-
dorsed Scanlon’s abandon-
ment of national claims, a
decision which will affect
some 3 million workers.

Scanlon’s actions are against
the interests of engineers
as well as miners.

He abandons his own mem-
bers to isolated disputes
and at the same time helps
TUC  secretary  Feather
isolate the strikérs in the
coalfields. .

The CSEU has a long-stand-
ing plan which proposes the
nationalization of the

Scanlon retreats
on pits backing

engineering industry under
workers’ control.

At a time of 1 million un-
employed with major
redundancies occuring
every week in engineering,
surely this was the time to
start a national struggle for
this plan—and to link it
with the miners who need
workers' control in mining
and the end of compens-
ation payments.

We have heard many brave
words from Scanlon on the
subject of workers’ control.

He has graced the platforms
of the self-styled Institute
for Workers’ Control and
written in their publications.
Now, however, we have
had the real test.

This same Scanlon was advo-
cating industrial action to
defeat the anti-union laws,
and he warned that after
they were carried we would
have bitter industrial strife.

Can we now avoid the con-
clusion that this was merely
notice of his intention to-

retreat once the Industrial
Relations Act came into
force?

The Stalinists of the British
Communist Party and the
‘Morning Star’ continue to
build up Scanlon and his
union’s executive as some
sort of fighting leadership.

But evervoneé knows that his
decision to break off negoti-
ations on the national pay
claim was a result of the
declaration by the engineer-
ing employers thémselves in
April  1971; that they
would give no further all-
round increases.

The miners’ strike and the
engineering wage claim
drive home the most
essential lesson of all for
the working class.

There is no substitute-—no
matter what the ‘left’
phrases—for the building of
Marxist leadership _which
fights against the réformist
and Stalinist traitors and
tells the working class in
unmistakable terms what is
involved: a unified struggle
to make the Tories resign
and return a Labour govern-
ment to carry out national-
ization under workers’
control and without com-
pensation.

PATHET LAO forces said yesterday they had overrun the Meo
guerrillp headquarters at Long Cheng in N Laos.

The Pathet Lao news agency said the flag of the Lao Patriotic
Liberation Army was now fluttering over the base. It described
the Long Cheng base as the last stronghold of Gen Van Pao’s
guerrilla army and Thai mercenaries in the Plain of Jars region.

It added that all resistance by the pro-government forces in
the centre of Long Cheng was at an end.

Even before their union
gave instructions to throw
24-hour pickets around
coal depots the rank and
file strikers shamed the
TUC and surprised their
own leaders with an un-
paralleled display of com-
bativity which has shaken
the Tories’ arrogance.

By the weekend it is
expected that every coal-fired
power station in the country
will ‘be picketed.

These pickets would not be
necessary if the leaders of the
coal-handling trade unions —
the Transport and General
and the General and Muni-
cipal — pledged their support
to the miners and instructed
their members accordingly.

Yet in spite of these diffi-
culties, the miners are deter-
mined to make the strike bite.

These actions by the miners

are being closely followed by.

their principal customer —
the Central Electricity
Generating Board.

On Wednesday the CEGB
stated that the result of the
S Wales miners’ actions
could be serious, and if fol-
lowed up nationally would
result in a national emergency.

The ‘Daily Telegraph’,
which shares the CEGB's
concern, has called on the

government and the employers
to use the full force of the
Industrial Relations Act—and
the police — to stop the
picketing.

The *Telegraph’ commented
editorially: ‘If the miners are
determined to turn their dis-
pute with the Coal Board into
a quick and conspicuous
battle with the public and the
government, they must expect
a determined and conspicuous
official resistance.’

‘More cask’

This, however, is not the
standpoint of NUM president
Joe Gormley. After a meeting
of the mnational strike com-
mittee on Wednesday, he
remarked:

‘There is only one way this
dispute can be settled, and
that is if more cash is made
available from some source.
The length of the strike is
entirely in the hands of the
National Coal Board.

Contrary to Mr Gormley

and the ‘Morning Star’ which
prints this remark without
comment, we believe that the
length of the strike, its out-
come and the sort of solidarity
it evokes will depend entirely
on its political content and
scope.

The miners are not fighting
for wages alone.

They are fighting for the
security of their jobs and the
defence of their democratic
rights which are threatened

by an arrogant employer
backed by an equally vicious
government.

The salvation of the miners
can only be secured by the
resignation of the government
and the election of a Labour
government which will legis-
late the demands of the
miners and expropriate capi-
talism.

THIS is the ambiguous
statement of Jack Jones,
leader of Britain’s largest
union, the Transport and
General Workers:

‘Our members are being
asked to assist the miners
in any way they can. Clearly,
no picket lines will be
crossed and there will be
opposition to any abnormal
movement of coal or other
fuels in order to try and
break the strike.”

But what does he mean
by ‘abnormal movement’?
Why isn’t his call to his 1.6
million members absolutely
precise—support the miners,
no strike-breaking, no
movement of ANY coal or
other fuel?

men silent?
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ELECTRICIANS’ umnion
doesn’t have a press officer,
we were told when we
phoned yesterday. When
we pressed for a comment
on the miners’ strike the
word was that ‘the man
who usually deals with the
press says we have nothing
to say’.

The union is led by
Frank Chapple, who is
president of the Joint In-
dustrial Council  which
bargains over wages and
conditions in the power
industry. Power stations
now become the focus of
attention in the miners’
battle. But from Chapple
so far only silence.

No circular had been
issued from the union head-
quarters giving any direction
on the strike.

Scottish

A SCOTTISH miners’
leader called yesterday for
a General Strike to prevent
the miners from being
defeated.

James Tennyson, agent for
10,000 Lothian miners, said he
wanted to see engineers,
power workers and transport
men—who all had pay claims

——striking alongside the
miners, writes Stephen Johns.

Speaking after an Edinburgh
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meeting of strike committees
from the Lothians area, Mr
Tennyson said: ‘I wougd rather

have a General Strike and
finish  quickly than see
starvation.

‘With this government in
much longer we will have a
position of near starvation.
And 1 would like to get this
government out rather than
see this.

‘It is the view of everyone
including our delegates that
we have started a battle and
it is the govérnment we are

leader calls for
General Strike

R

ONE of the key unions
involved is the General and
Municipal Workers’ Union
—but you wouldn’t know it.

More than 30,000 mem-
bers of the G&MWU work
in the power supply industry.
The union’s mansion head-
quarters, Ruxley Towers,
said yesterday the members
were working normally.

One of the senior officials
in the union is Jack Biggin,
also secretary of the Joint
Industrial Council. No state-
ment has yet been made by
Biggin or anvone else in the
G&MWU on the miners’
strike.

President of the union is
Lord Cooper, last year’s
TUC président, who pro-
poses to register his union
under the Industrial Rela-
tions Act.

miners’

‘Mujib keeps
left out of
new assembly

SHEIKH MUJIBUR Rahman intends to take a
firm grip on power in Bangla Desh and exclude
the left-wing parties from his government.

This was shown when
he stepped down from the
presidency and took office
as Prime Minister in a
government composed en-
tirely of members of his
Awami League party.

All nine Ministers = were
members of the previous gov-
ernment, which functioned

during the conflict with
Pakistan.

Mujib announced that a

Constitutional Assembly would

be set up composed of the.

elected members of the
national and provincial
assemblies.

Pickets out with a message ignored by union leaders at Ferrybridge power station, Yorkshire, yesterday

fighting,” said Mr Tennyson, a

member of the Scottish
miners’ executive.
Despite these militant

words, however, demands for
a central organized strike
committee to mount solidarity
action were ignored by the
platform who argued that the
power to do this lay with the
local strike committees and
union branches.

The meeting, at which all
branch committees and strike
committees in the Lothians
area were represented, called

Tories plan clamp on
students T

TORY education chief
Margaret Thatcher is now
almost certainly consider-
ing registration as the
means of politically con-
trolling student-union
finances.

A Private Member's Bill
entitled ‘A Bill to Provide
for the Registration of Stu-
dent Unions and the Purposes
Connected Therewith’ is
coming up for a second read-
izng in parliament on February
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In charge of it is Sir Gilbert
Longden, Tory MP for Here-
ford SW. Longden is also the
honorary secretary of the
National Advisory Council on
Education.

Among those supporting the
Bill is Tory MP Norman St
John Stevas, secretary of the

Federation of Conservative
Students. .
Earlier this week when

Mrs Thatcher announced her
postponement of the changes
in student-union financing for
a year, Stevas announced that
this move was ‘particularly
encouraging’” for his federa-
tion.

It meant, he said, that there
was now ample legislative time
for the government to intro-

duce a registrar which lack of
.parliamentary time had pre-
viously made infeasible.

Stevas has been the leading
advocate for *1e introduction
of a registrar and objects to
the present consultative docu-
ment on the basis that it is
awkward to put into opera-
tion.

The postponement, which
Wednesday’s ‘Morning Star’
called an ‘initial victory’ for
the opposition to Thatcher’s
proposals, was also welcomed
by the Conservative students’
chairman, Andrew. Neil. It
shows ‘the government is
responsive to  responsible
student pressure’, was his
comment.

Also supporting registration
for student unions is Angus
Maude, Tory MP for Strat-
ford-on-Avon. Maude is per-
haps best-known for his
regular weekly column in the
right-wing ‘Sunday Express’.

, Take for example, his con-
ttibution on Sunday, January

¢...freedom cannot survive
without authority, There must
be an accepted central
authority charged with the

"making and enforcement of

acceptable laws.’
in the original.)

Commenting on the BBC’s
recent debate on N Ireland,
Maude continued:

(Emphasis

Thatcher

‘What is going on now can
no longer be tolerated.

‘In the end, it is our free-
dom that is at stake. A tiny
minority cannot be allowed
to undermine the civilization
that gives us our right to
live in peace and without
fear.” (Maude’s emphasis.)

This is what he says about
the BBC!

All students should now
take note. The Tory govern-
ment is not going to retreat

on its proposals for attack on .

miners, engineers, for driving
up unemployment or for its
attack on student unions.
NUS president Digby Jacks
and the Communist Party, by
continuing the illusion that
students will be able to gain
a victory over the Tories on
their own, are preparing a
betrayal of students’ interests.

Union of
executive to
keep the strike going until
the claim was met in full.

on the National
Mineworkers’

IAN YEATS reports from S
Wales: Miners mounted
round-the-clock pickets at 20
open-cast pits yesterday to
halt coal supplies to local
power stations and prevent oil
being taken in.

The move followed lodge
meetings throughout the coal-
field.

"Busloads of men are also
planning to picket Cardiff’s
Roath dock where the French
carrier Alain L D is scheduled
to off-load 22,000 tons of US
coal.

Last year Cardiff, Swansea
and Newport imported 1.6m
tons of US and Australian
coal with ships docking at the
rate of about one per port
every fortnight.

Five further loads are ex-
pected at S Wales ports in
the next ten days.

The arrival yestetday of
the Alain at Cardiff was being
seen as a test of the miners’
strength, but NUM officials
were confident dockers would
refuse to unload the cargo.

PICKETS also arrived in the
London area for the- first
time yestérday.

They aimed to stop coal
supplies being shifted to
power stations from big coal
feeder depots at Tilbury and
Fulham.

The stations have very
small stocks on the ground
and depend on daily supplies,
said NUM  president Joe
Gormley yesterday.

He added that pickets had

already secured agréement
that 1 million tons of con-
tinental coal stocked at

Kingsnorth power station on
the Isle of “Grain would not
be moved.

Shop stewards on the
Kingsnorth site yesterday met
the picketing miners and

pledged 100 per cent support.
The Kingsnorth men also
offered to take a collection to
finance the picketing.

| Mass_;i;l;t for

BY TOM KEMP

This confines it to those
who took part in the elec-
tions held while the country
was part of Pakistan. It
excludes the National Awami
Party, which boycotted the
elections.

The assembly will be cer-
tainly more to the right than
it would be if elections were
held today.

Mujib’s aim is a British-
style parliamentary system in
which ‘the President shall in
the exercise of all his func-
tions act in accordance with

the advice of the Prime
Minister’.

A new Chief Justice has
been sworn in wearing a
British-type wig. Later he
administered the oath of

office to the new President,
Dr Abu Sayeed Choudhury.

PAKISTAN has severed dip-
lomatic relations with Bulgaria
following that country’s recog-
nition of Bangla Desh.

Five other countries have
so far recognized Bzngla Desh
and others are expected to do
so shortly, including the
Soviet Union. In the United
States Senator  Hubert
Humphrey has also called for

workers press
AND THE MINERS
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"WE ARE SURE

regular
readers will agree that our

coverage of the miners’
strike over the last week
has outstripped that of any
other newspaper, including
those with enormous re-
sources for slandering and
attacking the strikers.
And we're keeping up
the pressure.
Today—besides the second
part of an exclusive inter«
view with miners’ secretary
Lawrence Daly on page two
we have staff reporters
Stephen Johns, Ian Yeats
and Philip Wade all filing
up-to-the-minute news and
features from the coalfields.
ON PAGE 4 we carry a
special investigation of the
great ‘safety’ scare — and
miners’ reaction to it.

recognition.

The Pakistan government
has stated that there can be
no meaningful talks with
Sheikh  Mujilk,  while Indian
troops remain in Bangla Desh,
while the Indian representa-
tive at the UN said that |
troops would be withdrawn as
scon as both countries con-
sidered it practicable.

What this means is that the
Indian troops will ensure that

ti}e left-wing guerrillas are
disarmed so that Sheikh
Mujib’s government can be

firmly established.

Bendix plant

A MEETING of Merseyside
shop stewards called by the
Liverpool Trades Council to
discuss the  Fisher-Bendix
occupation decided to hold a
mass picket tomorrow at 11
a.m. outside the factory.

It decided on a 24-hour
token strike to be organized
by the Merseyside Trades
Councils Unemployment Com-
mittee and stewards in the
area.

The meeting also demanded
the TUC black all goods of
the Thorn combine which
owns Fisher-Bendix and call

a 24-hour General Strike
against unemployment.

-
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£1250 Fund -
rises to £479.60

YESTERDAY’S post raised
£141.74, bringing January’s
total up to £479.60. A great
effort.

The determination of the
miners, the mass movement
in Merseyside against un-
employment and the grow-
ing support for the Right-
to-Work campaign shows
that everywhere, more and
more trade unionists are
joining the fight to defeat
the Tory government.

This is why sales of
Workers Press are increas-
ing and your magnificent
support for our Fund gets
better each day. But the
Tories leave us no time for
sitting back. We must push
ahead as never before.

Raise extra if you can for
January’s Fund and let’s
make it a record month.
Post all donations immedi-
ately to:

Workers Press
January Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London SW4

TERIIRERRER

YOUNG SOCIALISTS

Right to work
campaign begins

We will be marching from

GLASGOW FEBRUARY 5 —

SWANSEA FEBRUARY 19
To a mass rally at
EMPIRE POOL, WEMBLEY on MARCH 12

WANTED URGENTLY

Loan of vehicles—road-worthy vans, cars
(reasonable hire will be considered)

Accommodation

Cooking equipment

Tinned food

Finance

Brass/|azz bands

Please tick box where applicable.

ADDRESS

Please complete above form and post to:
Clive Norris, natlonal secretary
Right-to-Work campailgn
186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.
Or phone 01-822 7029.

........ dssismarsanssasnass

LIVERPOOL FEBRUARY 19

L
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MINERS on strike against
the Tory government and
its pay policy were snub-
bed this week when the
TUC Finance and General
Purposes Committee re-
fused to organize co-ordin-
ated solidaritys action.

Some miners might have
expectéd different action
from a committee contain-
ing such self-proclaimed
‘lefts’ as Hugh Scanlon,
president of the Engineers,
and transport-union chief
Jack Jones.

Scanlon certainly had a great
opportunity. :

His own members had had
their wage claim rejected
by the employers, procedure
was exhausted and his
national committée met the
same day as the TUC
committee—its ‘inner
cabinet’. A miners-engineers
alliance could have paved
the way for the defeat of
the Tory government. But
Scanlon was absent from
the ‘inner cabinet’ on the
ground that he had
attend his national com-
mittee in the same building.

Scanlon helped lead this

to abandon any national
action or negotiation on
their pay claim, and enter
only plant action for higher

wages.

The Fleet Streét press then
held out hopes that Scanlon
was about to attend
Wednesday’s meeting of the
TUC Economic Committee,
where joint action with the
power workers, who also
have a wage claim pending,
was to be discussed. Again
he failed to turn up.

Yesterday the Confederation
of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions en-
dorsed Scanlon’s abandon-
ment of national claims, a
decision which will affect
some _3 million workers.

Scanlon’s actions are against
the interests of engineers
as well as miners.

He abandons his own mem-
bers to isolated disgutes
and at the same time helps
TUC  secretary  Feather
isolate the strikérs in the
coalfields. .

The CSEU has a long-stand-
ing plan which proposes the
nationalization of the

Scanlon retreats
on pits backing

‘He has graced the platforms

to

committee into a decision

, By MICHAEL BANDA
DESPITE intimidation by police, a-vicious cam-
paign of slander and distortion in the capitalist
press—and the treacherous retreat of the TUC
—the miners’ audacity and determination con-
tinues to grow.

engineering industry under
workers’ control.

At a time of 1 million un-
employed with  major
redundancies occuring
every week in engineering,
surely this was the time to
start a national struggle for
this plan—and to link it
with thé miners who need
workers’ control in mining
and the end of compens-
ation payments.

We have heard many brave
words from Scanlon on the
subject of workers’ control.

of the self-styled Institute
for Workers’ Control and
written in their publications.
Now, however, we have
had the real test.

This same Scanlon was advo-
cating industrial action to
defeat the anti-union laws,
and he warnéd that after
they were carried we would
have bitter industrial strife.

Can we now avoid the con-
clusion that this was merely
notice of his intention to"
retreat once the Industrial
Relations Act came into
force?

The Stalinists of the British
Communist Party and the
‘Morning Star’ continue to
build up Scanlon and his
union’s executive as some
sort of fighting leadership.

But everyoné knows that his
decision to break off negoti-
ations on the national pay
claim was a result of the
declaration by the engineer-
ing employers themselves in
April  1971; that they
would give no further all-
round increases.

The miners’ strike and the
engineering wage claim
drive home the most
essential lesson of all for
the working class.

There is no substitute—no
matter what the ‘left’
phrases—for the building of
Marxist leadership which
fights against the réformist
and Stalinist traitors and
tells the working class in
unmistakable terms what is
involved: a unified struggle
to make the Tories resign
and return a Labour govern-
ment to carry out national-
ization undér workers’
control and without com-
pensation.

PATHET LAO forces said yesterday they had overrun the Meo
guerrilly headquarters at Long Cheng in N Laos.

The Pathet Lao news agency said the flag of the Lao Patriotic
Liberation Army was now fluttering over the base. It described
the Long Cheng base as the last stronghold of Gen Van Pao’s
Thai mercenaries in the Plain of Jars region.

It added that all resistance by the pro-government forces in
the centre of Long Cheng was at an end.

guerrilla army and
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" MOST powerful position in
the trade union movement
in Britain is held by Victor
Feather. :

On Monday, his ‘inner
cabinet’ of the TUC issued
a terse statement offering
the miners ‘great sympathy’.
But instead of offering
fighting leadership Feather
and the union chiefs an-
nounced they were actually
abdicating — N O summit
meeting of transport unions
would be called to co-
ordinate the miners’
struggle.

Even right-wing miners’
leader, Joe Gormley, had to
tell the press he was ‘dis-
appointed’” by this failure
to give support, and in the
pit towns miners began to
say: ‘The TUC is trying to
do another 1926.

Even before their union
gave instructions to throw
24-hour pickets around
coal depots the rank and
file strikers “shamed ‘the
TUC and surprised their
own leaders with an un-
paralleled display of com-
bativity which has shaken
the Tories’ arrogance.

By the weekend it is
expected that every coal-fired
power station in the country
will ‘be picketed.

These pickets would not be
necessary if the leaders of the
coal-handling trade unions —
the Transport and General
and the General and Muni-
cipal — pledged their support
to the miners and instructed
their members accordingly.

Yet in spite of these diffi-
culties, the miners are deter-
mined to make the strike bite.

These actions by the miners

are being closely followed by

their principal customer —
the Central Electricity
Generating Board.

On Wednesday the CEGB
stated that the result of the
S Wales miners’ actions
could be serious, and if fol-
lowed up nationally would
result in a national emergency.

The ‘Daily Telegraph’,
which shares the CEGB’s
concern, has called on the

government and the employers
to use the full force of the
Industrial Relations Act—and
the police — to stop the
picketing.

The ‘Telegraph’ commented
editorially: ‘If the miners are
determined to turn their dis-
pute with the Coal Board into
a quick and conspicuous
battle with the public and the
government, they must expect
a determined and conspicuous
official resistance.’

‘More cash’

This, however, is not the
standpoint of NUM president
Joe Gormley. After a meeting
of the national strike com-
mittee on Wednesday, he
remarked:

‘There is only one way this
dispute can be settled, and
that is if more cash is made
available from some source.
The length of the strike is
entirely in the hands of the
National Coal Board.’

Contrary to Mr Gormley.
and the ‘Morning Star’ which
prints this remark without
comment, we believe that the
length of the strike, its out-
come and the sort of solidarity
it evokes will depend entirely
on its political content and
scope.

The miners are not fightin
for wages alone. .

They are fighting for the
security of their jobs and the
defence of their democratic
rights which are threatened

by an arrogant employer
backed by an equally vicious
government.

The salvation of the miners
can only be secured by the
resignation of the government
and the election of a Labour
government which will legis-
late the demands of the
miners and expropriate capi-
talism.

THIS is the ambiguous
statement of Jack Jones,
leader of Britain’s largest
union, the Transport and
General Workers:

‘Our members are being
asked to assist the miners
in any way they can. Clearly,
no picket lines will
crossed and there will be
opposition to any abnormal
movement of coal or other
fuels in order to try and
break the strike.’

But what does he mean
by ‘abnormal movement’?
Why isn’t his call to his 1.6
million members absolutely
precise—support the miners,
no strike-breaking, no
movement of ANY coal or
other fuel?

men silent?

ELECTRICIANS’
doesn’t have a press officer,
we were told when we

union

phoned yesterday. When
we pressed for a comment
on the miners’ strike the
word was that ‘the man
who usually deals with the
press says we have nothing

to say’.
The union is led by
Frank Chapple, who is

president of the Joint In-
dustrial Council which
bargains over wages and
conditions in the power
industry. Power stations
now become the focus of
attention in the miners’
battle. But from Chapple
so far only silence.

No circular had been
issued from the union head-
quarters giving any direction
on the strike.

Scottish
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leader calls for
General Strike
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ONE of the key unions
involved is the General and
Municipal Workers’ Union
—but you wouldn’t know it.

More than 30,000 mem-
bers of the G&MWU work
in the power supply industry.
‘The union’s mansion head-
quarters, Ruxley Towers,
said yesterday the members
were working normally.

One of the senior officials
in the union is Jack Biggin,
also secretary of the Joint
Industrial Council. No state-
ment has yet been made by
Biggin or anyone else in the
G&MWU on the miners’
strike. )

President of the union is
Lord Cooper; last year’s
TUC président, who pro-
poses to register his union
under the Industrial Rela-
tions Act.

miners’

‘Mujib keeps
left out of
new assembly

SHEIKH MUJIBUR Rahman intends to take a
firm grip on power in Bangla Desh and exclude
the left-wing parties from his government.

This was shown when
he stepped down from the
presidency and took office
as Prime Minister in a
government composed en-
tirely of members of his
Awami League party.

All nine Ministers * were
members of the previous gov-

ernment, which functioned
during the conflict with
Pakistan.

Mujib announced that a
Constitutional Assembly would
be set up composed of the.
elected members of the
national and provincial
assemblies.
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Pickets out with a message ignored by union leaders at Ferrybridge power station, Yorkshire, yesterday

A SCOTTISH miners’
leader called yesterday for
a General Strike to prevent
the miners from being
defeated.

James Tennyson, agent for
10,000 Lothian miners, said he
wanted to see engineers,
power workers and transport
men—who all had pay claims

—striking alongside the
miners, writes Stephen Johns.

Speaking after an Edinburgh

meeting of strike committees
from the Lothians area, Mr
Tennyson said: ‘I would rather
have a General Strike and
finish  quickly than see
starvation.

‘With this government in
much longer we. will have a
position of near starvation.
And I would like to get this
government out rather than
see this.

‘It is the view of everyone
including our delegates that
we have started a battle and
it is the govérnment we are

fighting,’ said Mr Tennyson, a

member of the Scottish
miners’ executive.
Despite these militant

words, however, demands for
a central organized strike
committee to mount solidarity
action were ignored by the
platform who argued that the
power to do this lay with the
local strike committees and
union branches.

The meeting, at which all
branch committees and strike
committees in the Lothians
area were represénted, called

Tories plan clamp on
students >

TORY education chief
Margaret Thatcher is now
almost certainly consider-
ing registration as the
means of politically con-
trolling student-union
finances.

A Private Member’s Bill
entitled ‘A Bill to Provide
for the Registration of Stu-
dent Unions and the Purposes
Connected Therewith’ is
coming up for a second read-
i2ng in parliament on February

In charge of it is Sir Gilbert
Longden, Tory MP for Here-
ford SW. Longden is also the
honorary secretary of the
National Advisory Council on
Education.

Among those supporting the
Bill is Tory MP Norman St
John Stevas, secretary of the

Federation of Conservative
Students.
Earlier this week when

Mrs Thatcher announced her
postponement of the changes
in student-union financing for
a year, Stevas announced that
this move was ‘particularly
encouraging’ for his federa-
tion.

It meant, he said, that there
was now ample legislative time
for the government to intro-

duce a registrar which lack of
,parliafnentary time had pre-
viously made infeasible.

Stevas has been the leading
advocate for *e introduction
of a registrar and objects to
the present consultative docu-
ment on the basis that it is
awkward to put into opera-
tion.

The postponement, which
Wednesday’s ‘Morning Star’
called an ‘initial victory’ for
the opposition to Thatcher’s
proposals, was also welcomed
bg the Conservative students’
chairman, Andrew. Neil. It
shows ‘the government is
responsive to  responsible
student pressure’, was his
comment.

Also supporting registration
for student unions is Angus
Maude, Tory MP for Strat-
ford-on-Avon. Maude is per-
haps best-known for his
regular weekly column in the
right-wing ‘Sunday Express’.
Q.Take for example, his con-
t2 ‘ibution. on Sunday, January

¢...freedom cannot survive
without authority, There must
an’  accepted central
authority charged with the

"making and enforcement of

acceptable laws.” (Emphasis
in the original.)

Commenting on the BBC’s
recent debate on N Ireland,
Maude continued:

Thatcher

‘What is going on now can
no longer be tolerated.

‘In the end, it is our free-
dom that is at stake. A tiny
minority cannot be allowed
to undermine the civilization
that gives us our right to
live in peace and without
fear.,’ (Maude’s emphasis.)

This is what he says about
the BBC!

All students should now
take note. The Tory govern-
ment is not going to retreat

on its proposals for attack on .

miners,; engineers, for driving
up unemployment or for its
attack on student unions.
NUS president Digby Jacks
and the Communist Party, by
continuing the illusion that
students will be able to gain
a victory over. the Tories on
their own, are preparing a
betrayal of students’ interests.

National Union of

on the
Mineworkers’ executive to
keep the strike going until
the claim was met in full.

IAN YEATS reports from S
Wales: Miners mounted
round-the-clock pickets at 20
open-cast pits yesterday to
halt coal supplies to local
power stations and prevent oil
being taken in.

The move followed lodge
meetings throughout the coal-
field.

"Busloads of men are also
planning to picket Cardiff’s
Roath dock where the French
carrier Alain L D is scheduled
to ?ff—load 22,000 tons of US
coal.

Last year Cardiff, Swansea
and Newport imported 1.6m
tons of US and Australian
coal with ships docking at the
rate of about one per port
every fortnight.

Five further loads are ex-
pected at S Wales ports in
the next ten days. :

The arrival yestetday of
the Alain at Cardiff was being
seen as a test of the miners’
strength, but NUM officials
were confident dockers would
refuse to unload the cargo.

PICKETS also arrived in the
London area for the- first
time yestérday.

They aimed to stop coal
supplies being shifted to
power stations from big coal
feeder depots at Tilbury and
Fulham.

The stations have very
small stocks on the ground
and depend on daily supplies,
said NUM _ president Joe
Gormley yesterday. _

He added that pickets had

already secured agréement
that 1 million tons of con-
tinental coal stocked at

Kingsnorth power station on
the Isle of “Grain would not
be moved.

Shop stewards on the
Kingsnorth site yesterday met
the picketing miners and
pledged 100 per cent support.
The Kingsnorth men also
offered to take a collection to
finance the picketing.
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BY TOM KEMP

This confines it to those
who took part in the elec-
tions held while the country
was part of Pakistan. It
excludes the National Awami
Party, which boycotted the
elections.

The assembly will be cer-
tainly more to the right than
it would be if elections were
held today.

Mujib’s aim is a British-
style parliamentary system in
which ‘the President shall in
the exercise of all his func-
tions act in accordance with
the advice of the Prime
Minister’.

A new Chief Justice has
been sworn in wearing a
British-type wig. Later he
administered the oath of
office to the new President,
Dr Abu Sayeed Choudhury.

PAKISTAN has severed dip-
lomatic relations with Bulgaria
following that country’s recog-
nition of Bangla Desh.

Five other countries have
so far recognized Bengla Desh
and others are expected to do
so shortly, including the
Soviet Union. In the United
States Semator Hubert
Humphrey has also called for
recognition.

The Pakistan government
has stated that there can be
no meaningful talks
Sheikh _Muyjih, while Indian
troops remain in Bangla Desh,
while the Indian representa-
tive at the UN said that
troops would be withdrawn as
soon as both countries con-
sidered it practicable.

What this means is that the
Indian troops will ensure that
the left-wing guerrillas are
dxsa}:med so that Sheikh
Mujib’s government can be
firmly established.

Mass;g(:t for
Bendix plant

A MEETING of Merseyside
shop stewards called by the
Liverpool Trades Council to
discuss the  Fisher-Bendix
occupation decided to hold a
mass picket tomorrow at 11
a.m. outside the factory.

It decided on a 24-hour
token strike to be organized
by the Merseyside Trades
Councils Unemployment Com-
mittee and stewards in the
area.

The meeting also demanded
the TUC black all goods of
the Thorn combine which
owns Fisher-Bendix and call
a 24-hour General Strike
against unemployment.

AND THE MINERS

~e
WE ARE SURE regular
readers will agree that our
coverage of the miners’
strike over the last week
has outstripped that of any
other newspaper, including
those with enormous re-
sources for slandering and
attacking the strikers.
And we’re keeping up
the pressure.
Today—besides the second
part of an exclusive inter-
view with miners’ secretary
Lawrence Daly on page two
we have staff reporters
Stephen Johns, Ian Yeats
and Philip Wade all filing
up-to-the-minute news and
features from the coalfields.
ON PAGE 4 we carry a
special investigation of ‘the
great ‘safety’ scare — and
miners’ reaction to it.

rises to £479.60

YESTERDAY’S post raised
£141.74, bringing January’s
total up to £479.60. A great
effort.

The determination of the
miners, the mass movement
in Merseyside against un-
employment and the grow-
ing support for the Right-
to-Work campaign shows
that everywhere, more and
more trade unionists are
joining the fight to defeat
the Tory government.

This is why sales of
Workers Press are increas-
ing and your magnificent
support for our Fund gets
better each day. But the
Tories leave us no time for
sitting back. We must push
ahead as never before.

Raise extra if you can for
January’s Fund and let’s
make it a record month.
Post all donations immedi-
ately to:

Workers Press -
January Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London SW4

LU

YOUNG SOCIALISTS

Right to work
campaign begins

We wiil be marching from

GLASGOW FEBRUARY 5 —

LIVERPOOL FEBRUARY 19

SWANSEA FEBRUARY 19
To a mass rally at
EMPIRE POOL, WEMBLEY on MARCH 12

WANTED URGENTLY

Loan of vehicles—road-worthy vans, cars
(reasonable hire will be considered)

Accommodation

Cooking equipment

Finance

Brass/Jazz bands

..................................

....................

.....................

.............................

Please tick box where appliicabie.

..........................................

PHONE NUMBER .................

..........................................

............................. sereccctrcenes

Piease compiete above form and post to:
Clive Norris, national secretary
Right-to-Work campaign
186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.
Or phone 01-822 7029.
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IRELAND: BACKGROUND

‘On

JACK GALE continues the history of Irish working-class struggle.

ory principles

Ireland must be kept’

PARNELL and some
other leaders of the Irish
Land League were briefly
imprisoned in 1881, but
were soon released on
promises of good be-
haviour under the ‘Kil-

mainham Treaty’.

However, the intensified acti-
vities of ‘Captain Moonhght
(Irish peasant violence against
the landlords and their property),
the increasing boycott of-people
taking over from evicted ten-
ants, and finally the Phoenix
Park Assassinations led to the
Crimes Act—the imposition of
what amounted to martial law.

But meanwhile, working-class
pressure throughout the United
Kingdom for the extension of
the vote led to the Franchise
Bill of 1884 and this raised the
Irish electorate from 222,000 to
740,000.

An immediate effect of this
was to increase Parnell’s bargain-
ing power in the British parlia-
ment.! At first alarmed by this,
Gladstone seized an opportunity
to resign on a minor issue—
actually a clause in the budget on
taxes on spirits!

The Conservatives returned to
power, fully sharing Queen Vic-
toria’s view of the Irish as
‘uncivilized, unwashed and
superstxtxous, and thinking of
Ireland in terms of coercion,
famine relief and protection for
the landlords.

L]
Spreading

A minority government, the
Tories depended on the votes
of Parnell and his men. But the
Prime Minister, Salisbury, was an
English landowner and therefore
wished to protect the rights of
his class in Ireland and also to
prevent tenant agitation from

spreading to England.

Salisbury’s position was clear:
‘On Tory- principles, Ireland
must be kept, like Indla, at all
hazards; by persuasion if pos-
sible, if not by force . . . the
greatest single danger lles in
the sentimental notion that
Ireland ought to be governed
in accordance with the desires

of disloyal and irresponsible
Irishmen.”
In 1885, however, Salisbury

was dependent on the Irish vote
at Westminster and therefore,
against his personal desires, he
was unable to renew the Crimes
Act.
But another factor in this was
1. C. C. O’Brien, ‘Parnell and
his Party’.
2. ‘The Letters of Queen
s Victoria’, Ed. G. E. Buckle.

3. Article by Salisbury in the
‘Quarterly Review’, October,
1872, quoted in L. P. Cur-
tis ‘Coercion and Concilia-
tion in Ireland’, pp. 32-33.
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Parnell arrives at Kilmainham prison for his brief confinement there in 1881.

that the more far-sighted Tories
—such as Randolph Churchill—
knew they could rely on the
scoundrel Parnell to ‘calm the
Irish’.

And Parnell was quite willing
to co-operate with the Tories.
Randolph Churchill testified: ‘I
told Parnell . . . that if the
Tories took office I would not
consent to renew the Crimes Act.
Parnell replied “in that case you
will have the Irish vote” .’

Parnell issued a manifesto urg-
ing the 150,000 Irish voters in
England to support the Tories.

Parallel to this ‘old chums’
4, Winston S. Churchill,
‘Churchill’ pp. 390-395.
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act with Parnell was the task set
to the new Tory Viceroy in Ire-
land, Lord Caernarvon, to con-
vince the Parnellites, the Catho-
lic hierarchy and, if possible, the
Irish tenantry that their best
interests lay in co-operating with
the Conservative Party.

But this scheme ran into diffi-
culties.

Parnell’s National League, with
which he had tried to replace
the Land League by emphasizing
nationalism rathe: than the land

question, was not always the
tame instrument that he had
hoped for.

Caernarvon reported that those
branches controlled by youngér
men ‘frequently assumed to
revise and judge the relations of
landlord and tenant.

‘The ice is thin’ moaned the
worthy lord. And — mixing his
metaphors—‘I stand on a foot-
hold so narrow that the slightest
breath would overthrow me.”

Parnell, needless to say, was
selling out all along the line.

He had a private interview
with Caernarvon in which he
agreed:

1 That no plan which did away

with the Act of Union could
be accepted by the Tories, but
that he would collaborate with
them nonetheless.

2 That since the actions of

‘extremists’ were ‘alarming’
he would be responsible for
keeping all Irish activities ‘with-
in the bounds of law’.

3 That private property should
be respected everywhere.

4 That the Irish land question
was a matter for the imperial
(Westminster) parliament.b

But failing harvests led to
increasing poverty in Ireland and
consequently to more and more
evictions. And in times of
famine, the money lenders (the

5. Curtis op cit.
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‘gombéen men’) charged as much
as 58 per cent interest.

In such conditions, despite
Parnell, ‘moonlighting’ and boy-
cotting increased.

So the more tlmld Tories
began to lean towards a limited
‘Home Rule’ settlement on the
lines of the Parnell-Caernarvon
interview.

Then Gladstone, the honour-
able ‘Grand Old Man’ of his-
torical myth, seeing that the
Liberal majority over the Tories
in the 1885 election was exactly
cancelléd out by the number of
Parnellite seats, had a sudden
conversion to Home Rule.

This remarkable change not
only caused consternation in the
Liberal ranks and fury amongst
the Tories, it led to Queen Vic-
toria denouncing Gladstone as—
wait for it—a ‘wild fanatic’ (!)

Sub-human

(Queen Victoria was con-
vinced, throughout her 60 inglo-
rious years, that anyone not born
into the Tory Party was sub-
human. Her Gillie—John Brown
—was probably one of the first
Conservative working meén.)

Since the Tories would on no
account grant Home Rule, Glad-
stone could now outbid them for
the votes of the unprincipled
Parnell.

This was known to both Glad-
stone and Parnell since these two
horse-traders were in constant
touch with each other through
the intermediary -of Mrs O’Shea
—a Jady who was obviously use-
ful in more ways than one.

The Tories—now Parnell was
of no further use to them —
swung 180 degrees round to out-
right coercion, with the erstwhile
‘reasonable’ Randolph Churchill

. leading the pack.

Many Liberals went with the
Tories, but the combined vote
of Gladstone and Parnell won
the day and Gladstone was back,

But the Conservative Party
was already on the path of
revolt. The Constitution is only
sacred when it 1is protecting

them.

Randolph  Churchill openly
declared: ‘I should not hesitate,
if other circumstances were
favourable, to agitate Ulster even
to resistance beyond constitu-
tional limits."”

Churchill travelled to Ulster
to ‘play the Orange card’,
addressing mass meetings under

-the slogan: ‘Ulster will fight and

Ulster will be right!’

Along the same lines, the
Tory Primrose League grew to
a membership of over 1 mil-
lion by 1891, building up
branches of merchants, manufac-
turers and frightened petty-
bourgeois in Ireland.

To the British Dbourgeoisie,
busy acquiring vast tracts of
land and trading rights in Africa
and the Far East, Home Rule
was. a spectre to inspire terror.

If Ireland could go, could the
Empire be dismembered? How
safe was private property?

No wonder the Liberal manu-
facturers of the Midlands forged
an alliance with the Conserva-
tives against their own Party!

Gladstone’s proposal for Home
Rule was, in fact, far from
revolutionary.

There were to be two separate
voting ‘orders’ — one specially
designed to represent the loyal-
ist minority through higher pro-
perty qualifications—and each of
these orders could veto the
other’s proposals.

Reaction

Matters concerning the Crown,
impérial defence, war, foreign
relations, commerce, customs and
excise and currency were speci-
fically excluded from Irish con-
trol and were to be settled at
Westminster.

Irish members were to be
excluded from the British parlia-
ment, but Ireland was to con-

tribute one-fifteenth of the
United Kingdom’s imperial
expenditure.

But it was still too much for

the Tories.

Salisbury made a speech in
which he listed a racial scale of
political maturity, beginning with
the English and ending with the
Hottentots, and putting the Irish
two-thirds of the way down.?®

The Bill was defeated, amid
wild scenes of ruling-class relief,
and in the ensuing election the
Unionists won a majority of 118.

Reaction, terrorized not only
by Irish nationalism but also by
working-class riots against unem-
ployment and poverty in London-
derry and Cardiff, was in full
swing.

‘The Times’, for instance, pub-
lished ‘A Song for the Unionists’
by the decadent poet Swinburne,
which denounced the Irish work-
ing class as ‘Thieves and murder-
ers, hands yet red with blood,
and tongues yet black with lies.’

The Tories appointed Balfour
Chief Secretary for Ireland.

Known as ‘Artful Arthur’ to
his friends and ‘Pretty Fanny' to
his close friends, Balfour had
two qualifications for the job—
he knew nothing about Ireland
and he was the Prime Minister’s
nephew. But, like all Tories, he
had a deep hatred of the Irish
poor.

A letter from him to Salisbury
reads:

My dear Uncle Robert,

‘I am here enjoying golf and
comparative repose . . .
proper method of handling the
police in the face of a mob

appears to be this — they .

should be divided into two
parties.

‘One should be armed with
batons (for) dispersing
the mob or otherwise enforc-
ing the law. The others, if
they are called upon to sup-
port the baton party, should
not do so by clubbing their
rifles, and acting as baton
men armed with an interior
kind of baton, as they have
done, but they should either
fire or charge with fixed bay-
onets’.?

7. See Winston S. Churchill,
‘Churchill’, Vol. 2, pp. 28-29
and 58-66.

8. See Curtis, op cit. p. 103.

9. Appendix 1. ‘Coercion and

Randolph Churchill: played the
in 1886.

Another letter from Balfour

to his uncle deals with evic-

tions:

‘This elaborate resistance to
evictions is becoming intoler-
able. It is rendered possible
largely by the legal fiction that
the police have nothing to do
but protect the sheriff’'s offi-
cers . . .

‘Resistance to evictions is
part of a regular conspiracy
for providing topics to agita-
tors and for showing as far
as possible the weakness of
the law. Hundreds of persons
assemble at these scenes
exhibiting every mark of open
sympathy with the law-
breakers, and cheering when-
ever the defenders of the
elaborately fortified houseés
succeed. in inflicting some
injury upon the police.

‘The whole day is not infre-
quently wasted over a single

. .siege., The

of missile and weapon in the
very presence of the military;

and great expense is incurred

by the State.’®®
Balfour therefore
memorandum:

10. Curtis, pp. 439-440.

police ' .ate. seric |
ously injured with every sort.

issued a

‘Orange Card’. Here he leads Lodge members through Belfast

The military forces presént

on these occasions are not’

to be regarded as there simply
to over-awe the crowd; they are
there also to protect the police.
The military forces should there-
fore be used without hesitation.
The great waste of time which
constantly occurs in conducting
these sieges is due to the fact
that while the besieged have
made every preparation for
resistance, the sheriff and the
landlords have made no prepara-
tions for attack. . . . This is not
to be tolerated and therefore
each divisional magistrate must
be provided with such apparatus
as may enable him to over- ’
come serious resistance.

In a footnote to -his uncle,
Balfour makes clear that by
‘proper appliances’ he -means bat-
tering rams and the means to
set fire to the tenants’ house. 1n

Balfour was as good as his
word. -

His first act was to intensify
coércion through the Criminal
Law (Amendment) Act, which
introduced summary jurisdiction,
special courts, and the abolition
of the right to a trial.

11. Curtis p. 441.

Gladstone’s proposal for Home Rule was defeated, amid wild
scenes of ruling class relief, even though it was far from

¢

The Lord Lieutenant of Ire-
land was given special powers to
name any area a ‘Proclaimed Dis-
trict’, which meant he could ban
all meetings, prosecute news-
papers, and under a spemal
proclamation’, name any organi-
zation or group of people who
could then be gaoled under the

Act.

The first prosecution under
this Act was conducted by a
young lawyer named — Edward
Carson. Carson subsequently con-
ducted prosecution after prosecu-
tion and built his political career
on them, earning himself the
name of “Coercion Carson’. .

Carson was also present when
demonstrators were shot down
aig 8l\/htchelstown, County Cork, in

Mitchelstown is known in Irish
history as ‘the Irish Peterloo’.

Subsequently the Social Demo-
cratic Federation organized a
50,000-strong demonstration ..
London against the arrest of a.n
Irish leader (William O’Brien)
and against rising unemployment
and hunger throughout the
United Kingdom.

Police violence on this occa-
sion—November 13, 1887—1led to
it being recorded in working
class history as ‘Bloody Sunday

The Tories’ coercion measures
were accompanied by meagre
reforms in the shape of the Land
Acts of 1887 and 1891, but
these did nothing to improve the
lot of the Irish peasants.

In 1892, Gladstone returned to
office “with a majority again
dependent on the Irish MPs, and
the following year his Home
Rule Bill was passed by the
Commons but rejected by the
Lords. The Liberals quietly
accepted the right of the aris-
tocracy to overthrow the deci-
sions of the House of Commons
and Home Rule was again
shelved.

Principles
In 1895 the Conservatives (by

now, having fused with the
Liberal Unionists, they had
become the Conservative and

Unionist Party) came in again
and remained in office for ten
years.

The Liberals returned in 1906
with a majority so large that
they did not require the votes
of the Irish Nationalists in
parliament. .

And so—surprise, surprisel—
they forgot all about Home Rule
for Ireland.

But when, in 1910, a general
election again gave the Irish
Nationalist MPs (now 80-strong)
a decisive position at Westmin-
ster, Home Rule again became a
great Liberal principle amongst
the parliamentary gentlemen,
and the Liberal premier Asquith
iln9tlr§duced a Home Rule Bill in

It cannot be stressed too often
that the Liberal Party never
promoted a Home Rule Bill
except when at the mercy of the
Irish vote in parliament.

Meanwhile, the Tories in
Ulster were preparing to -fight,
and the Tories in England were

Tint s ’ i betray.
—_— less than a year after duckmg Conciliation in  Ireland’, : preparing to
6. O’Brien op cit. out of office on the same issue. Curtis pp. 439-440. revolutionary. CONTINUED TOMORROW
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‘l am always a bit cagey
about productivity deals’

STEPHEN JOHNS: We

had a report yesterday
from Blaenserchan in South
Wales which revealed that
miners there had experi-

enced for two years a '

savage campaign by the
National Coal Board to
“drive up  productivity.
When miners would not
or could not meet new
targets their wages were
cut. What do you think
about this situation and
productivity in general? _

Lawrence Daly: The miners’
union at every level, ever
since nationalization have been
sitting together with the Coal
Board discussing the question
of improved efficiency and
increasing output per man
shift. And we are not neces-
sarily opposed to that, pro-
vided it is not at the expense
of men working harder than
they are. Indeed, in many

cases men should not be work-
ing as hard as they do and not
working in such appalling con-
ditions as they do at the pre-
sent time. But in terms of
improving the utilization of
machinery, preventing break-
downs, improving the move-
ment of coal underground, we
are prepared to sit down at
any time, expose what is hap-
pening and try to compel the
Coal Board to put its own
house in order.

But I am always a bit cagey
about so-called productivity
deals. Although we have at
no time said we will not dis-
cuss productivity, The fact is
that it is dangerous to tie your
wage increases to an -increase
in productivity in a mining
industry where there are many
difficult and many unforesee-
able geological problems or
in which the efficiency, or lack
of efficiency, may be purely in
the hands of management. I
think it would be a very
dangerous thing for miners to
automatically tie their wages
nationally, or at any other

level, to increased productivity.

SJ]: Internally you want
a ban on the movement of
coal stocks. This still leaves
the question of coal imports,
What steps will you take to
stop coal from abroad.

LD: Weeks ago we got the
miners’ parliamentary group to
press in the House of Com-
mons for the termination of
coal imports. Sir John Eden
announced that he had origin-
ally said during the severe
shortage of coal last winter
that he would reintroduce the
importation of coal and he
would review the position in
March of 1972, That is still his
position. On the other hand
we have met unions like the
National Union of Seamen and
asked them to stop the impor-
tation of coal during the
strike, and they have said they
would do the best they could.
But they have pointed out
that when their members are
at sea they are tied to the
Merchant Shipping Act. With-
in those limitations they will

do their best to warn employ-
ers that coal may not come in
even though it's loaded.

Equally we have asked the
Transport and General Work-
ers Union what they can do
and they will indicate what
they will do on Tuesday when
we meet them along with
other unions.* The other thing
is this, We have got the Mine-
workers’ International Federa-
tion to write to all its affiliates
in Europe, the United States
and elsewhere, to ask them to
stop the production of any
coal that may be designated
for export to Britain and to
co-ordinate  with  transport
workers in these countries to
ensure that it doesn’t leave the
port.

SJ: We have had a cam-
paign to expose the export
of Polish coal to Spain dur-
ing the strike of the Aus-
trian miners against Franco’s
fascist regime. There is a

*This is the meeting the TUC
refused to organize.

.

LAWRENCE DALY is the first miners’ chief to lead an official pit strike since the General
Strike of 1926. He and his executive are facing the hardest political battle within the
labour movement since the days of the 1920s. Here he tells STEPHEN JOHNS how

they are facing up to this challenge.

possibility that the Polish
imports will be continued,
not only to Spain but to
Britain as well. They are at
present offering coal £3 a
ton less than the Waest
European  market price.
What do you think about
this so-called communist
government behaving in this
way?

LD: I would condemn the
action of any government —
whether it be communist or
otherwise — that indulges in
such action either when the

Asturian miners are“on strike

‘—-and we did this last year—

or when the British miners
were on strike. Therefore we
have written to the Polish
government  drawing  their
attention to reports that they
are offering coal on the West
European market — though in
fact none of the offers have
been taken up in Britain yet,

S§J: What chance do you
think there is of the govern-
ment using its powers under
the Industrial Relations Act
against the miners?

LD: It's very difficult to
say whether the Tories will
consider such a step wise.
Because 1 think the miners in
this struggle have a very great
deal of public sympathy. I
have said before and I will say
it again—this would be the
view of the overwhelming
majority of the members of the
union — that basically we are
not concerned about the
Industrial Relations Act. If
they try to invoke it against
us we will defy them.

CONCLUDED
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THE Conservation Society
will be providing a platform
at London’s Central Hall to-
night for Dr Paul Ehrlich,
startlingly billed as the
‘world’s leading spokesman
on environmental survival’.

The society’s handbill chal-
lenges: ‘THE POPULATION,
RESOURCES, ENVIRON -
MENTAL CRISIS—Where dc
we stand now?’ And proclaims
grandly, ‘Ehrlich speaks’.

What are those handing
over their 30p admission likely
to hear tonight?

Ehrlich—a right-wing aca-
demic from the US Stanford
University—will be adding his
voice to the chorus now plug-
ging the reactionary ‘theory’
of over-population.

Bomb

Promoted very widely, this so-
called theory claims that popu-
lation is ‘exploding’ beyond the
possibility of increasing food pro-
duction to support it.

In his recently published book
“The Population Bomb’, Ehrlich
asserts ‘not just pollution, but
over-crowded highways, burgeon-
ing slums, deteriorating school
systems, rising crime rates, too
much pesticide . . . inadequate
sewage treatment plants, too
little water, too much carbon
dioxide—all can be traced to
too many people’.

None of these problems is
traced back to its root cause in
the capitalist system.

For Ehrlich ‘over-population’ is
a self-evident truth. Protagonists
of this ‘truth’ have to ignore or
distort all the evidence of the
destructive anarchy of capitalist
production and the potential of
the agricultural forces to pro-
duce an abundance.

Among this evidence, for
example, the destruction of mil-
lions of tons of ‘surplus’ food
every year and the removal of
millions of acres of growing land
from production only because no
profit can be extracted.

Bérnard Franks exposed the
invalidity of the assumptions

Four-th'lnternatinal
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Ehrlich: adding his voice to the chorus now plugging the
reactionary ‘theory’ of over-population.

underlying Ehrlich’s claims in his
articles ‘The Over-Population
Scare’ (Workers Press Nos 461
to 473).

The productive forces have
long ago developed sufficiently
for an abundance to be pro-
duced. But as Bernard Franks
wrote: ‘Capital decides that sur-
pluses exist and production must
be curtailed long before a real
sufficiency is reached.

Abundance

‘“The limits- of production”,
said Engels, “are determined not
by the number of hungry bellies,
but by the number of purses
able to buy and pay”.

In S America workers go
hungry in the middle of abun-
dance because they are forced to
buy food at world market
prices or go without.

Ehrlich rejects this analysis
and brushes aside the undoubted
possibility of immeasurable pro-
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ductivity increases in agricul-
ture that have opened up.

He howls to the US ruling
class, ‘We must have popula-
tion control at home; hopefully
through a system of incentives
and penalties, but by compul-
sion if wvoluntary methods fail.’

He chides the US government
for not putting pressure on the
Indian government to continue
with its now-abandoned plan to
sterilize men with three child-
ren or more.

His sinister proposals to
reduce population include the
restricting of research into dis-
ease and the virtual hounding of
anyone with a large family.

To his anxious middle class
audience tonight Ehrlich is likely
to reiterate his theme that ‘over-
population breeds conditions in
which communism and “big gov-
ernment”’ thrive’.

‘Scenarios’

The doctor from Stanford likes
to discuss ‘scenarios’ for the
world’s future. One is nuclear
war—stemming, of course, from
too many people.

Altérnatively Ehrlich advo-
cates that US imperialism sepa-
rates the more profitable coun-
tries from the poorer areas lead-
ing to death of one-seventh of
the world’s population!

Behind all the hypothesizing
and the tears over pollution, isn’t
Ehrlich really saying that to
avoid the horrifying prospects
before capitalism ruthléss mea-
sures must be taken against the
working class?

For as Bernard Franks said,
the burden of Ehrlich's argument
is that ‘the primary productive
force of society, the working
class, is “proved” to be the most

‘useless and expendable of objects

and by its very existence entirely
the cause of the massive develop-
ing crisis of world capitalism’.

The audience at Central Hall
tonight could well think on this.

Inspiration for Fidel

IN CUBA, Christians are-part
of the revolution, according
to a leader of the Chilean
Christian Left Movement who
has been visiting the country.
Luis Badilla visited Cuba as
a guest of the Young Com-
munists as part of Castro’s
dialogue with the church in
Latin America.

‘Destiny’

Speaking of the Cubans he
said that their slogan ‘Study,
Work, Gun’, ‘sums up the
mystique and the participation
of the people in the construc-
tion of their national destiny’.

He saw no contradiction
between his movement and the
theories of Marxism-Leninism
which he ciuimed were inspir-
ing the Cuban revolution. '

He claimed that in Cuba
there was ‘a vast but silent
movement of revolutionary
Christians who play an active
part’ despite the opposition of
some clerics. No doubt Castro
needs the help of such propa-
gandists as a substitute for a
real revolutionary policy.

Fidel Castro receiving a Bible from a Chilean Cardinal during his recent visit

to Latin America.

BBC 1

6.20 TOM AND JERRY.
6.25 THE VIRGINIAN.

9.00 NEWS, Weather.
9.20 THE ONEDIN LINE.
10.10 COME DANCING.
10.45 24 HOURS.

BBC X

7.30 NEWS, Weather.

10.10 THE GOODIES.
10.40 NEWS, Weather.

1TV
10.20 For Schools.

6.00 TODAY.
6.30 F TROOP.

7.30 THE PERSUADERS.

9.00 JUSTICE.
10.00 NEWS.

All Regions as BBC-1 except:

WALES: 1.30-1.45 Ar Lin
Mam. 6.00-6.50 Wales Today.
6.25-6.55 Whacko! 6.55-7.20
Heddiw., 7.20-745 Dau a
Hanner. 7.45-8.30 Star Trek.
8.30-9.00 Cywain.

SCOTLAND: 10.25-10.45 For

Schools. 6.00-6.20 Reporting
Scotland. 9.20-9.55 Current
Account.  9,55-1045 The

11.15 EUROPEAN SKATING.

8.00 MONEY PROGRAMME.
9.00 SOLO: Alec Guinness in ‘Little Gidding’ by T. S. Eliot.
9.20 REVIEW: The Place, The Groans of Gormenghast.

10.45 LATE NIGHT LINE-UP.

2.30 Matinee.
Break. 3.40 Treasures. 4.10 Drive-In. 4.40 Pinky and Perky. 4.55
Arthur. 5.20 Bright's Boffins. 5.50 News. ‘

7.00 THE SKY’S THE LIMIT.

9.38 For Schools. 12.55 Canu’r Bobol. 1.30 Mr Benn. 1.45 News,
weather. 2.05 For Schools. 2.25 Racing from Ascot. 4.15 Play
School. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55 Deputy Dawg. 5.05 Crackerjack 72.
5.44 Sir Prancelot. 5.50 News, weather. -

6.00 LONDON THIS WEEK.

7.40 COMEDY PLAYHOUSE. Ronnie Barker in ‘Idle at Work’.
8.10 A MAN CALLED IRONSIDE.

11.00 Play School. 6.35 Which Way? 7.05 Open University.

3.00 Houseparty. 3.10 Tea

8.30 THE FENN STREET GANG.

10.30 EUROPEAN FIGURE SKATING CHAMPIONSHIPS.
11.00 THE MARTY FELDMAN COMEDY MACHINE.
12.00 COLLECTING ON A SHOESTRING.

12.25 THE GATEWAY CLUB.

Onedin 12.02 News,
Weather. :
N. IRELAND: 10.20-10.45 and
12.55-1.25 Closedown. 6.00-
6.20 Scene Around Six.
10.10-10.40 Behind the Head-
lines. 10.40-10.45 Sportscene.
12.02 News, Weéather.
ENGLAND: 6.00-6.20 Look
North, Midlands Today, Look
East, Points West, South To-
day, Spotlight South West.
Weather. 12,02 Closedown.

Line.

REGIONAL 1TV

SOUTHERN: 3.55 Horoscope.
3.40 Tea Break. 4.10 House-
party. 4.23 Cartoon. 4.30
Crossroads. 4.55 Bottom of
the Sea. 5.50 News. 6.00 Day

by Day; Scene South-East.
640 Out of Town. 7.00
London. 830 . Doctor at

Large. 9.00 London. 10.30
Weekend. 10.35 Film: ‘The
Ghost of Frankenstein’. 11.45
Skating. 12.15 South News.
12.25 Weather.

ANGLIA: 355 Newsroom.
4,00 Romper Room. 4.20 Tea
Break. 4.50 Bottom of the
Sea. 5.50 News 6.00 About
Anglia. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
London. 10.30 Bygones. 11.05
Skating. 11.35 Film: ‘Behe-
moth the Sea Master.’

ATV MIDLANDS: 3.10 Yoga.
3.35 Horoscope. 3.45 Women
Today. 4.10 Julia. 4.40 Hatty
Town. 4.55 Lost in Space.
5.50 News. 6.00 Today. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Fenn Street
Gang. 7.30 Persuaders. 8.30
Sky’s the Limit. 9.00 London.
10.30 Film: ‘Werewolf of
London’. 11.45 Ice Skating.

HARLECH: 1020 For
Schools. 3.50 Women Only.
4.15  Tinkertainment. 4.30
Crossroads. 4.55 Cowboy in
Africa. 5.50 News. 6.01
Report West. 6.18 Report
Wales. 6.35 Bonanza. 7.30
London. 10.30 Press Call
11.05 Skating. 11.35 Cinema.
12.05 Weather.

HTV West as above except:
6.01-6.13 Report West.
HTV Wales as above except:
6.01-6.18 Y Dydd. 10.30-11.00
Qutlook.

HTV Cymru/Wales as HTV
Wales.

GRAMPIAN: 11.00 For
Schools. 3.38- News. 3.40
Jimmy Stewart., 4.10 Yoga.

4.40 Pinky and Perky. 4.55
Flintstones. 5.20 Tom Grat-
tan’'s War. 5.50 News. 6.00
Grampian News. 6.05 Mr. and
Mrs. 6.35 Crossroads. , 7.00
London. 830 Who Do You
Do? 9.00 London. 11.00 Film:
‘The Giant Claw’. 12.20
Evening Prayers.

ULSTER: 10.20 Schools. 4.30
Romper - Room. 4.50 News.
4.55 Lost in Space. 5.50 News.
6.00 UTV Reports. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Sky's the Limit.

.McQueen. 7.00 London. 10.30

7.30 Theatre of Stars. 8.20
Cartoon Time. 8.30 London.

10.30 Food of Love. 11.05
Skating. 11.35 Film: ‘The
Devil’'s Pass’.

GRANADA: 1018 For

Schools. 3.40 Yoga. 4.05 News.
Here’s Lucy. 4.35 The Magic
Ball. 4.50 Captain Scarlet.
5.15 Rainbow Country. 5.50
News. 6.00 Newsday. Kick-Off.
6.25 Peyton Place. 7.00
London. 8.30 On the Buses.
9.00 London. 10.30 Open
Night. 11.05 Skating.

SCOTTISH: 10.20 Schools.
1.40 Schools. 3.30 Kiri, 3.45
Crossroads. 4.10  Dateline:
Early. 455 Fireball. 5.20
Skippy. 5.50 News. 6.00 Date-
line: Friday. 6.20 Mr. Magoo.
630 Jimmy Stewart. 7.00
London. 10.30 In Camera.
11.00 Late Call. 11.05 Don’t
Watch Alone: ‘The Skull’.

YORKSHIRE: 10.20 For
Schools. 231 Polaris. 3.00
Pied Pipers. 3.05 Great

Painters. 3.35 Calendar News.
345 Katie Stewart Cooks.
4.15 Crossroads. 4.40 Pinky
and Perky. 4.55 The Flint-
stones. 5.20 Tom Grattan’s
War. 550 News. 6.00
Calendar. 6.30 Parkin’s Patch.

7.00 London. 10.30 Film:
‘Brides of Dracula’. 12.15
Weather. i
CHANNEL: 10.20 Schools.

1.40 Schools. 4.05 Pinky and
Perky. 4.20 Puffin. 4.25 Smith
Family. 4.55 Flintstones. 5.50
News. 6.00 Channel News. 6.10
6.00 Channel News. 6.10
Report. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
London. 1030 Weekend
weather. 10.32 Name of the
Game. 11.50 News, weather. -

WESTWARD. As Channel
except: 3.55 Gus Hoheybun.
4.20 News. 520 Ask West-
ward. 6.00 Diary. 6.25 Sports
Desk. 10.30 Westward Report.
Ild‘lf'OO News. 11.35 Faith - for
ife.

TYNE TEES: 10.20 Schools,
2.30 Polaris. 3.05 Pied Piper.
3.10 Yoga. 3.35 Newsroom.
3.45 Katie Stewart Cooks.
4.15 Crossroads. 4.40 Pinky
and Perky. 4.55 Flintstones.
5.20, Tom Grattan. 5.50 News.
6.00 Today at Six. 6.30

Film: *‘The Gamma People’.
12.15 News. 12.30 Christian
Comment.

Fraud tops
the charts

THE FASTEST growth sector of
Britain’s crime business (and the
economy?) in 1971 was fraud.
‘The amount of money involved
was enormous and it is more
prejudicial to the nation’s eco-
nomy than any other type of
crime,” a senior Fraud Squad
officer said the other day.

It is forecast that within a
decade fraud would top the crime
charts.

Last year the 85-man section
of the joint Metropolitan and
City Company Fraud Department
dealt with 280 cases and had a
record number of arrests.

But it seems that the fraud
game has become  “re sophisti-
cated over the yeu

In earlier vears the main Fraud
Squad business was to investi-
gate ‘fiddling the books’ by
hitherto honest businessmen try-
ing to prop up failing concerns.

In 1971, however, the trend of
‘professionalism’ continued, with
more criminals planning ahead
and . taking over legitimate
businesses with the intention of
defrauding.

Last year Scotland Yard
smashed a number of gangs
specializing in ‘long-term frauds’,
where companies were obtained
to use their good names to get
delivery of huge quantities of
goods to overseas addresses or to
provincial warehouses.

Anyway, the efforts of the
nation’s  money-guardians  has
apparently cost the fraudsmen a
drop in profits during the year,
from £3.25m to £2.2m.

But Scotland Yard doesn’t say
where -you can read the balance
sheet—presumably not at Com-

panies House.

The Fraud Squad is said to be
not over-eager to see Britain
join the Common Market. It
fears new avenues will be opened
up and the maxim of ‘freer trade’
will be taken too literally.

Does Collison’s
Cup
overfloweth?

SPLENDID item in this month’s
‘AUEW Journal’.

Splendid, that is, if you've
got a macabre sense of humour.

Splashed across two pages is
the presentation of the Collison
Cup to the union’s general secre-
tary, Jim Conway, and the pre-
sident, Hugh Scanlon.

‘The Collison Cup is awarded
annually to the trade union pub-
lication giving the widest cover-
age of safety affairs,’ the journal
says.

There is also a beaming pic-
ture of the awful trio—Conway,
Scanlon: and Lord Collison.

Collison was the former head
of the National Union of Agri-
cultural Workers.

He is now head of the Sup-
plementary Benefits Commission,
the almost-secret body which
hands out pittances to the needy.

The union has recently had
cause to take sharp exception to
the swindle on social security.

Wonder if Brothers Conway
and Scanlon whispered anything
about it to his lordship?

Tariq Ali,
superstar

THE TARIQ ALI Show. No, it's
not another TV series, it's the
personal bandwagon of the well-
known Oxford student and con-
tributor to ‘Private Eye’, ‘World
in Action’ and ‘Red Mole’.

Ali has just been visiting
Canada on a lecture tour con-
nected with Bangla Desh.

His tour was arranged by, yes,
you've guessed it, yet another
ad hoc committee. But this one
is really amazing. It’s called ‘The
Tarig -Ali Solidarity with Bangla
Desh Tour Committee’.

The Pabloite paper ‘Labour
Challenge’ adds this footnote to
the item on his tour: ‘Address
inquiries to Phil Courneyeur,
Tarig Ali Tour Co-ordinator, 334
Queen Street West, Toronto 2B,
364-5908.

Why this peculiar committee

was set up is not disclosed. May-
be it's for tax reasons!
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A Workers

“I am always a bit cagey
about productivity deals’

STEPHEN JOHNS: We
had a report yesterday
from Blaenserchan in South
Wales which revealed that

miners there had experi-

enced for two years a
savage campaign by the
National Coal Board to
"drive up productivity.
When miners would not
or could not meet new
targets their wages were
cut. What do you think
about this situation and
productivity in general? _

Lawrence Daly: The miners’
union at every level, ever
since nationalization have been
sitting together with the Coal
Board discussing the question
of improved efficiency and
increasing output per man
shift. And we are not neces-
sarily opposed to that, pro-
vided it is not at the expense
of men working harder than
they are. Indeed, in many

cases men should not be work-
ing as hard as they do and not
working in such appalling con-
ditions as they do at the pre-
sent time, But in terms of
improving the utilization of
machinery, preventing break-
downs, improving the move-
ment of coal underground, we
are prepared to sit down at
any time, expose what is hap-
pening and try to compel the
Coal Board to put its. own
house in order.

But I am always a bit cagey
about so-called productivity
deals. Although we have at
no time said we will not dis-
cuss productivity, The fact is
that it is dangerous to tie your
wage increases to an -increase
in productivity in a mining
industry where there are many
difficult and many unforesee-
able geological problems or
in which the efficiency, or lack
of efficiency, may be purely in
the hands of management. I
think it would be a very
dangerous thing for miners to
automatically tie their wages
nationally, or at any other

level, to increased productivity.

SJ: Internally you want
a ban on the movement of
coal stocks. This still leaves
the question of coal imports,
What steps will you take to
stop coal from abroad.

LD: Weeks ago we got the
miners’ parliamentary group to
press in the House of Com-
mons for the termination of
coal imports. Sir John Eden
announced that he had origin-
ally said during the severe
shortage of coal last winter
that he would reintroduce the
importation of coal and he
would review the position in
March of 1972. That is still his
position. On the other hand
we have met unions like the
National Union of Seamen and
asked them to stop the impor-
tation of coal during the
strike, and they have said they
would do the best they could.
But they have pointed out
that when their members are
at sea they are tied to the
Merchant Shipping Act. With-
in those limitations they will

do their best to warn employ-
ers that coal may not come in
even though it’s loaded.

Equally we have asked the
Transport and General Work-
ers Union what they can do
and they will indicate what
they will do on Tuesday when
we meet them along with
other unions.* The other thing
is this. We have got the Mine-
workers’ International Federa-
tion to write to all its affiliates
in Europe, the United States
and elsewhere, to ask them to
stop the production of any
coal that may be designated
for export to Britain and to
co-ordinate  with  transport
workers in these countries to
ensure that it doesn’t leave the
port.

SJ: We have had a cam-
paign to expose the export
of Polish coal to Spain dur-
ing the strike of the Aus-
trian miners against Franco’s
fascist regime, There is a

*This is the meeting the TUC
refused to organize.

LAWRENCE DALY is the first miners’ chief to lead an official pit strike since the General
Strike of 1926. He and his executive are facing the hardest political battle within the
labour movement since the days of the 1920s. Here he tells STEPHEN JOHNS how

they are facing up to this challenge.

possibility that the Polish
imports will be continued,
not only to Spain but to
Britain as well. They are at
present offering coal £3 a
ton less than the West
European market price.
What do you think about
this so-called communist
government behaving in this
way?

LD: I would condemn the
action of any government —
whether it be communist or
otherwise — that indulges in
such action either when the

Asturian miners are®“on strike

—and we did this last year—

or when the British miners
were on strike. Therefore we
have written to the Polish
government drawing  their
attention to reports that they
are offering coal on the West
European market — though in
fact none of the offers have
been taken up in Britain yet.

SJ: What chance do you
think there is of the govern-
ment using its powers under
the Industrial Relations Act
against the miners?

LD: It's very difficult to
say whether the Tories will
consider such a step wise.
Because I think the miners in
this struggle have a very great
deal of public sympathy. I
have said before and I will say
it again—this would be the
view of the overwhelming
majority of the members of the
union — that basically we are
not concerned about the
Industrial Relations Act. If
they try to invoke it against
us we will defy them.

CONCLUDED
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THE Conservation Society
will be providing a platiorm
at London’s Central Hall to-
night for Dr Paul Ehrlich,
startlingly billed as the
‘world’s leading . spokesman
‘on environmental survival’.

The society’s handbill chal-
lenges: ‘THE POPULATION,
RESOURCES, ENVIRON .
MENTAL CRISIS—Where dc
we stand now?’ And proclaims
grandly, ‘Ehrlich speaks’.

What are those handing
over their 30p admission likely
to hear tonight?

Ehrlich—a right-wing aca-
demic from the US Stanford
University—will be adding his
voice to the chorus now plug-
ging the reactionary ‘theory’
of over-population.

Bomb

Promoted very widely, this so-
called theory claims that popu-
lation is ‘exploding’ beyond the
possibility of increasing food pro-
duction to support it.

In his recently published book
“The Population Bomb’, Ehrlich
asserts ‘not just pollution, but
over-crowded highways, burgeon-
ing slums, deteriorating school
systems, rising crime rates, too
much pesticide . . . inadequate
sewage treatment plants, too
little water, too much carbon
dioxide—all can be traced to
too many people’.

None of these problems is
traced back to its root cause in
the capitalist system.

For Ehrlich ‘over-population’ is
a self-evident truth. Protagonists
of this ‘truth’ have to ignore or
distort all the evidence of the
destructive anarchy of capitalist
production and the potential of
the agricultural forces to pro-
duce an abundance.

Among this evidence, for
example, the destruction of mil-
lions of tons of ‘surplus’ food
every year and the removal of
millions of acres of growing land
from production only because no
profit can be extracted.

Bérnard Franks exposed the
invalidity of the assumptions
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Dr Ehrlich

Ehrlich: adding his voice to the chorus now plugging the
reactionary ‘theory’ of over-population.

underlying Ehrlich’s claims in his
articles ‘The Over-Population
Scare’ (Workers Press Nos 461
to 473).

The productive forces have
long ago developed sufficiently
for an abundance to be pro-
duced. But as Bernard Franks
wrote: ‘Capital decides that sur-
pluses exist and production must
be curtailed long before a real
sufficiency is reached.

Abundance

¢ “The limits- of production”,
said Engels, “are determined not
by the number of hungry bellies,
but by the number of purses
able to buy and pay”.’

In S America workers go
hungry in the middle of abun-
dance because they are forced to
buy food at world market
prices or go without.

Ehrlich rejects this analysis
and brushes aside the undoubted

possibility of immeasurable pro-
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ductivity increases in agricul-
ture that have opened up.

He howls to the US ruling
class, ‘We must have popula-
tion control at home; hopefully
through a system of incentives
and penalties, but by compul-
sion if voluntary methods fail’

He chides the US government
for not putting pressure on the
Indian government to continue
with its now-abandoned plan to
sterilize men with three child-
ren or more,

His sinister proposals to
reduce population include the
restricting of research into dis-
ease and the virtual hounding of
anyone with a large family.

To his anxious middle class
audience tonight Ehrlich is likely
to reiterate his theme that ‘over-
population breeds conditions in
which communism and “big gov-
ernment”’ thrive’.

‘Scenarios’

The doctor from Stanford likes
to discuss ‘scenarios’ for the
world’s future. One is nuclear
war—stemming, of course, from
too many people.

Altérnatively Ehrlich advo-
cates that US imperialism sepa-
rates the more profitable coun-
tries from the poorer areas lead-
ing to death of one-seventh of
the world’s population!

Behind all the hypothesizing
and the tears over pollution, isn’t
Ehrlich really saying that to
avoid the horrifying prospects
before capitalism ruthléss mea-
sures must be taken against the
working class?

For as Bernard Franks said,
the burden of Ehrlich’s argument
is that ‘the primary productive
force of society, the working
class, is “proved” to be the most
useless and expendable of objects
and by its very existence entirely
the cause of the massive develop-
ing crisis of world capitalism’.

The audience at Central Hall
tonight could well think on this.

Inspiration for Fidel

IN CUBA, Christians are-part
of the revolution, according
to a leader of the Chilean
Christian Left Movement who
has been visiting the country.
Luis Badilla visited Cuba as
a guest of the Young Com-
munists as part of Castro’s
dialogue with the church in
Latin America.

‘Destiny’

Speaking of the Cubans he
said that their slogan ‘Study,
Work, Gun’, ‘sums up the
mystique and the participation
of the people in the construc-
tion of their national destiny’.

He saw no contradiction
between his movement and the
theories of Marxism-Leninism
which he ciuimed were inspir-
ing the Cuban revolution. )

He claimed that in Cuba
there was ‘a vast but silent
movement of revolutionary
Christians who play an active
part’ despite the opposition of
some clerics. No doubt Castro
needs the help of such propa-
gandists as a substitute for a
real revolutionary policy.

Fidel Castro receiving a Bible from a Chilean Cardinal during his recent visit

to Latin America.
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Fraud tops
the charts

THE FASTEST growth sector of
Britain’s crime business (and the
economy?) in 1971 was fraud.
‘The amount of money involved
was enormous and it is more
prejudicial to the nation’s eco-
nomy than any other type of
crime,” a senior Fraud Squad
officer said the other day.

It is forecast that within a
decade fraud would top the crime
charts.

Last year the 85-man section
of the joint Metropolitan and
City Company Fraud Department
dealt with 280 cases and had a
record number of arrests.

But it seems that the fraud
game has become  re sophisti-
cated over the yea

In earlier vears the main Fraud
Squad business was to investi-
gate ‘fiddling the books’ by
hitherto honest businessmen try-
ing to prop up failing concerns.

In 1971, however, the trend of
professionalism’ continued, with
more criminals planning ahead
and . taking over legitimate
businesses with the intention of
defrauding.

‘

Last year Scotland Yard
smashed a number of gangs
specializing in ‘long-term frauds’,
where companies were obtained
to use their good names to get

‘delivery of huge quantities of

goods to overseas addresses or to
provincial warehouses.

Anyway, the efforts of the
nation’s money-guardians has
apparently cost the fraudsmen a
drop in .profits during the year,
from £3.25m to £2.2m.

But Scotland Yard doesn’t say
where -you can read the balance
sheet—presumably not at Com-

panies House.

The Fraud Squad is said to be
not over-eager to see Britain
join the Common Market. It
fears new avenues will be opened
up and the maxim of ‘freer trade’
will be taken too literally.

Does Collison’s
Cup
overfloweth?

SPLENDID item in this month’s
‘AUEW Journal’.

Splendid, that is, if you've
got a macabre sense of humour.

Splashed across two pages is
the presentation of the Collison
Cup to the union’s general secre-
tary, Jim Conway, and the pre-
sident, Hugh Scanlon.

‘The Collison Cup is awarded
annually to the trade union pub-
lication giving the widest cover-
age of safety affairs,’ the journal
says.

There is also a beaming pic-
ture of the awful trio—Conway,
Scanlon and Lord Collison.

Collison was ihe former head
of the National Union of Agri-
cultural Workers.

He is now head of the Sup-
plementary Benefits Commission,
the almost-secret body which
hands out pittances to the needy.

The union has recently had
cause to take sharp exception to
the swindle on social security.

Wonder if Brothers Conway
and Scanlon whispered anything
about it to his lordship?

Tariq Ali,
superstar

THE TARIQ ALI Show. No, it's
not another TV series, it’s the
pérsonal bandwagon of the well-
known Oxford student and con-
tributor to ‘Private Eye’, ‘World
in Action’ and ‘Red Mole’.

Ali has just been visiting
Canada on a lecture tour con-
nected with Bangla Desh.

His tour was arranged by, yes,
you've guessed it, yet another
ad hoc committee. But this one
is really amazing. It's called ‘The
Tariq Ali Solidarity with Bangla
Desh Tour Committee’.

The Pabloite paper ‘Labour
Challenge’ adds this footnote to
the item on his tour: ‘Address
inquiries to Phil Courneyeur,
Tarig Ali Tour Co-ordinator, 334
Queen Street West, Toronto 2B,
364-5908.

Why this peculiar committee

was set up is not disclosed. May-.
be it’s for tax reasons!
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RIGHT-WING army officers and civilians have

seized power in the W African state of Ghana in

an overnight coup.

is victim

SON of former Soviet
master-spy Leopold Trepper:
has appealed for aid in
getting his  father, the
creator of the wartime spy
ring ‘The red orchestra’ out
of Poland.

Michael Trepper, 40, a pro-
fessor at Copenhagen Univer-
sity, told a Paris press con-
ference that the Warsaw
authorities had repeatedly
refused to let his father leave
Poland lest he become the
centre of a campaign denoun-
cing official  anti-Semitism
there.

‘The Polish authorities claim
they cannot let my father and
mother leave because my
father’s  wartime  activities
brought him into contact with
state secrets that are still
classified’ the younger
Trepper said.

‘But that is untrue.

‘They are afraid that if they
let my father leave he will
tell the truth about Poland’s
attitude towards Jews...how
they are succeeding in what
even Hitler did not do—rid
Poland entirely of its Jewish
population,’” he said.

Author Gilles Perrault, who
has written a biography of
Leopold Trepper, said he met
the former spy in Poland
recently.

‘He told me that, after a
lifetime of Marxist rejection
of Zionism he had come to
the point where he found

. Israel was the only place in
the world where he was not

called a dirty Jew,” M.
Perrault said.
Left-wingers

manhunted in
Dominica

A RUTHLESS hunt is
taking place in the Domini-
can Republic for six left-
wing militants alleged to
have robbed a bank two
months ago to finance
revolutionary activities.
Sanso Domingo, the capital
city, was the scene of a full-
scale search operation last
Saturday in which 15,000

police and soldiers took part.
¥ Streets were cordoned off,

houses were searched and
helicopters flew overhead.
The government claimed

that it feared that the guer-
rillas intended to kidnap a
foreign diplomat with the aim
of winning the release of
political prisoners.

Another big operation was
mounted on Wednesday when
part of the capital was
declared a ‘war zone’. Many
people were evacuated and
2,500 troops and. police moved
in.

In these raids four guer-
rillas and eight troops are
known to have died in a
string of gun battles.

Rifle and automatic fire
could be heard all day coming
from “the area from which
correspondents were excluded.

Last month the widow of a
murdered oppositionist was
killed and dismembered in a
Brussels hotel. This and other
murders is believed to be the
work of Dominican police
working with the CIA to
eliminate all of the main left-
wing leaders.

They took advantage of
the absence of the prime
minister, Dr Kofi Busia,
who is in London for
medical treatment, to de-

pose him.

A new .government
been proclaimed in
capital, Accra.

It is headed by Lt-Col
Mike Achampong in the name
of a new National Redemp-
tion Council. Achampong is
said to be deeply religious.

The government has fallen
into increasing disrepute over
the past few years and has
been accused of corruption
and inefficiency, but its record
in this respect could not
match that off Kwame
Nkrumah. His regime’s spec-
tacular, costly and sometimes
mystical projects bankrupted
the country.

The precarious Ghanaian
economy, which depends on
the export of cocoa and other
primary products, has been
hit hard by the slump in
prices on the world market.

Rising costs, food shortages,
chronic unemployment and a
sense of hopelessness have
fired growing popular con-
tempt for the Busia regime.

has
the

BY TOM KEMP

A good deal of pro-
Nkrumah sentiment still exists
in Ghana and two political
parties—the People’s Popular
Party and the Ghana Action
Party—support his return.

The Convention People’s
Party which ruled the country
in Nkrumah’s day has
remained banned.

Support for
‘doctors’ sit-in

DOCTORS staging a sit-in at
Oviedo psychiatric hospital in
Spain have received the sup-
port of 70 colleagues in the
local general hospital.

The sit-in is now in its
sixth day, with 27 doctors
demanding a’ greater say in
running the hospital.

They are treating patients
normally, but refusing to
leave the building at the end
of their periods of duty.

A statement from their
general hospital colleagues
yesterday said they would re-
gard any reprisals against the
psychiatric doctors as directed
against themselves.

Police prop
slave scheme

S AFRICA has flown in police reinforcements
to Ovamboland in SW Africa in a bid to break
a solid month-long strike of contract labourers.

The strike has brought
the S African-administered
territory to a virtually com-
plete halt, closing mines and
farms and bringing the
fishing industry to a full
stop.

Jannie De Wet, ‘native
commissioner’ for the terri-
tory, is trying to whip up a
scare about ‘intimidation’ of
some Ovambos by strike
leaders. But there is nothing
to indicate that the labourers

have been coerced into
striking. )
The government is using

the stooge Ovamboland legis-
lative council — appointed by
the S Africans—to plug this
line.

Change in
China’s line?

THERE ARE signs that the
Maoists may be revising their
attitude to Bangla Desh now
that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
has been released from cap-
tivity in Pakistan and has
become its Prime Minister.

Although there is no ques-
tion at this stage of China
recognizing Bangla Desh there
has been greater flexibility in
treating the question.

Junior diplomats from E
Bengal at the Pakistan em-
bassy in Peking say that they
have received more cordial
treatment lately.

Other sources say that a
Chinese official at a reception,
discussing the overthrow of
Yahya Khan, used the Maoist
expression ‘one divides into
two'.

He said that Yahya's posi-
tive side was his resistance
to Indian expansionism and
his close ties with China,
while his negative side was
that he opposed the people’s
wishes.

BY JOHN SPENCER

The council has stated: ‘We
are strongly opposed to the
intervention of other illegal
bodies and organizations and
to the intimidation of people
who are willing to work, and
we are prepared to take
action against suck bodies.’

S Africa has said it will
not negotiate directly with
the strikers, but is due to dis-
cuss the contract labour
system with the council on
Tuesday.

The Vorster regime has
promised to abolish the slave-
labour system of contracts
under which the Ovambos are
compelled to work.

However this promise is
worthless so long as the
strikers have no negotiating
rights. )

The strike itself is illegal
under apartheid law, which
rules that no labourer can
break his contract. Contract
labour is the only form in
which the Ovambos can sell
their labour power.

CHILDREN

The sole recruiting agency
is SWANLA—the SW African
Native Labour Association—
which represents the em-
ployers.

Workers are graded accord-
ing to age and physical fitness
into classes A, B, and
piccaninnies (children). Mimi-
mum wages range from about
£2 a month for a piccaninny
to about £5 a month for a
class A labovrer.

They are forced to leave
their families behind and live
in barracks away from home.
Their movements are
restricted. The International
Commission of Jurists has
described the system as ‘akin
to slavery’.

Izl They've tried to

hold us bac

BY IAN YEATS

GWEN HEAL’S heart
sinks every time she
goes to the shops in
Blaenavon and finds
the price-tags have been
changed again.

On pay nights her hus-
band takes home about £13
and after the rent has been
paid there’'s less than £10
to keep a family of five.

Mr Heal’s plight is typical
of that of 26,000 day-wage
miners forced to strike to
keep their families above the
bread-line. Many would have
fallen below it long ago but
for the fact that some of the
wives were able to get work
in local factories.

Blaenavon began in the
18th century as a company
town—locked in isolation by
wild rainswept mountains.

The Blaenavon Co sunk

pits, built iron furnaces and
ran its own: engineering fac-

tory. Today 100-year-old
houses cluster round long-
dead pits and silent ironm-
works.

Apart from one pit and

four small factories—one of
them linked to Rolls-Royce
and already sacking labour—
the chances of work are non-
existent.

TROOPS CALLED

It has always been a solid
Labour town and before now
troops have been called in to
keep order.

None of this is exceptional
on the S Wales coalfield.
And all of it lies behind Mrs
Heal’'s immediate response
‘However long this strike
lasts —if it goes on two
months—we’ll back the men.

‘Personally, I think the
longer it goes on the more
backing the husbands will
get.’

Blaenavon is the only pit in
the SE division of the coalfield
to call out its safety men. 400
miners stand to lose their
jobs if the strike goes on
more than a month.

‘But,” said Mrs Heal, ‘the
men wouldn’t strike for the
fun of it.

‘It’s very dangerous down
there; my husband lost his
right arm. I wouldn’t like to
work in the pi§. But if a man’s
got to go underground he's
entitled to a Rving wage.

‘When you’ve got three
children, as I have, it's very
awkward managing on the
money, with prices what they
are and clothes to buy.

‘The government are going
to clamp down on the miners,
but I don’t think they’ll give
in.

BAD ENOUGH

‘I voted for the Tories last
time. It was bad enough under
Labour so I thought “Let’s
give the others a chance”. 1
wouldn’t vote for them again
—they’ve not done what they
promised.’

Widow Mrs Betty Cullimore
has never vnted Tory in her
life and she’s not thinking of
it.

‘I think they look after the
moneyed people,’ she told me
as she went in to play bingo
at the Coliseum. ‘I’'d like to
see Heath go down the pit.’

A lot of women wish he’d
go down and not come up.
Like their husbands, they say
the Tories are not for the
working man.

‘This strike is going to be
verv hard for a lot of people,
said Mrs Cullimore.

The striking miners will get
no strike pay or social

Mrs Audrey Lewis
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STRIKE-BREAKING supplies
of coal from Germany are to
be .mported into Britain
within the next few days and
larded at a secret port.

"he first consignment of
10,000 tons of anthracite has
aiready been ordered. It will
be landed at a non-union
.port on the E Anglian coast
so.newhere between Ipswich
and Colchester. .

A FORMER union branch
secretary, who unsuccessfully
sued the Electrical and
Plumbing Trades Union after
challenging for the leadership
of it, was granted his dis-
charge from bankruptcy yes-
terday.

This was despite opposition
from the union, who was the
principal creditor.

‘Mr John Courtney, 40,
formerly known as Alun
Gordon Courtney, of Seven

Sisters Road, Finsbury Park,
was said at London Bank-
ruptcy Court yesterday to
have £5,300 debts and £25
assets.

Mr Registrar Hunt told Mr
Courtney: ‘In spite of the
opposition of the principal
creditor, I propose to grant
this discharge. I think a sus-
pension of one month is all I
need impose.’
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A WEAK TROUGH is almost
stationary over E England. E
England and the Midlands
will be mostly cloudy with
some rain in places. The
remainder. of England and
Wales will be mainly dry with
fog patches in places at first.

N and W Scotland and N
Ireland will have a few
scattered showers. Remaining
areas of Scotland will be dry,
but a few fog patches are
expected at first in the E
and S. Temperatures will be |
above normal; in all areas and
it will be mild.

Weekend Outlook: Generally
rather cold with rain turning
to snow over the mountains
and perhaps on low ground
as well in the NE later. The
S and W will have near
normal temperatures, how-
ever, the NW of Scotland will
be dry with sunny intervals.

Sparks slam
~ Teesside
sackings

ELECTRICIANS have hit
back against the proposed 600
redundancies at the giant ICI
plant at Wilton on Teesside.

They have decided to start
an immediate overtime ban
and told the company to
remove all outside contractors.

The electricians are particu-
larly bitter because they have
been told they would get no
bonus earnings due to lack of
work.

The Wilton plant which
employs 10,000 workers is one
of the biggest and most
modern chemical complexes
in Europe.

k too long’

A deserted ironworks at Blaenavon reminds mniners they too face closure threats

security except for their wives
—if they're not working —
and their dependants.

Bitterness has already
replaced the early anxiety
many housewives felt as
they've totted up what they’ll
have to live on in the next
few weeks.

As coal runs out many will
use electric heaters and be
faced with soaring electricity
bills. Many women know the
real reckoning will not come
until after the strike, when
creditors send in their bills.

Said Mrs Audrey Lewis,
‘they've always tried to keep
the miners down.

‘The wives will certainly
back them. If we don’t, how
are we going to live?

‘Even if the strike goes on
and we get nothing I'd back
my husband, and I think all
the wives would.

‘Of course our living stan-
dards will be reduced and I
don’t know how we’ll manage.
It’ll be very hard.

‘But they’ve tried ,to hold
back the miners for too long.
They have the most dangerous
job and the lowest pay.’

Mrs Lewis, whose husband
has been below ground 40
years, saw Coal Board chief
Derek Ezra on :television say-
ing he was wyzhdrawing his
pay offers to the strikers.

T'd like to see him down
the pit,’ she says with feeling.

Miners and their wives
entered this strike with
caution.

Everyone knows what a

long strike costs. Many can

still remember the long
months of 1926 — and the
betrayal which followed.

They are determined not to
be betrayed this time.

Mrs Gwen Heal and@ Mrs Betty Cullimore

‘Drivers

STAFFORD

must back us’

THE MEN of the South
Staffordshire coalfield are
not particularly known as
militant, but this is one

- Safety—the

hard

facts

A WORKERS PRESS INVESTIGATION

NOTHING brings out the
viciousness of the capital-
ist press and the Tories
who stand behind it like
a miners’ strike. They
hate and fear the
strength, the solidarity
and the tradition of the
miners.

Now they are trying to

whip up a scare story
about safety work in the
pits and to picture the

miners as stupid and stub-
born men who are en-
dangering their own future.

‘CONCERNED’

As one miner told
Workers Press, ‘they press
us to ignore safety when
we’'re working and they’re
driving for production, and
suddenly they get very con-
cerned for Tsafety when
we're not working. Very
touching?”

The fact is that the
powered supports which
have replaced the old-style
timbering on modernized
faces are expensive items,
and no doubt the NCB is
worried if eventually any
of them were irretrievably
buried.

However this will not
happen for many weeks—
and even then only in
isolated cases.

The supports have
mechanically adjustable ‘col-
lars’ to take varying pres-
sure from roof and floor.

Managerial staff are going
down and making these
adjustments. If they very
occasionally have to take
the cutting machine along
the face and move every-
thing up a few yards, the
work will not do them any
harm!

One Brodsworth, S York-
shire, collier said to us:
‘Deputies have always told

me how much harder and °

better they used to do
things when they were on
the face. Now’s their
chance to prove it!

. A more serious issue is
involved.

If in the course of a long
strike ‘danger from fire or
falls did arise and future
jobs were endangered,
miners would have to pose
it this way: Who should
we keep the pits safe for?

For the miners, or for a
Coal Board which has
become a panel of bosses
carrying out Tory attacks?

Just as  engineering
workers are taking over
factories to stop closures
and prevent the moving of
millions of pounds worth
of machinery, it may well
be that miners will consider
occupying m i n e s—which
after all are nationalized—
as the first step to workers’
control.

LOCKED UP?

Miners in Yorkshire told
Workers Press on the first
day of the strike that they
had been told on finishing
work to remove all their
possessions from the per-
sonal lockers in the pithead
baths. This had never been
done in previous strikes.

Does it mean that the
pithead baths are to be
locked up as a measure
against pickets and against
possible occupation?

Is the same reason behind
the closure of pit canteens,
which normally serve cheap
meals to retired miners and
in° some cases to miners’
widows and wives?

fight they are out to win.

At Littleton colliery near
Cannock, where the No 601
shaft has the steepest rising
face in Europe, night-shift
pickets talked to us about the
dispute.

28-year-old Tom Cartlidge,
a faceworker, said ‘The
Tories are keeping the work-
ing class down and letting
prices rise.

‘But the Coal Board has
hardened the miners al-
together. The men here are
100 per cent.

‘The safety men were
coming in, but our branch
meeting last Saturday in-
structed them not to.

‘All we want is a decgent
living wage. My father-inlaw
works here on the surface. He
takes home £12.

‘My takings are about £23,
out of which £4.65 goes im-
mediately on rent. B

‘I think the TUC could
have given .more direct
action in support.

‘The postmen were let
down, and we're a bit dubious
about our leadership. At
national and local level the
NUM officials have always
collaborated with manage-
ment but there’s no doubt
about the men.

‘We’re out and that’s it.’

Mick Gaskin, a machine
operator, said ‘Gormley, our
union presidént, was dubious
about getting support—now
he’s got more support than
he wants.

‘The men feel they will
stick out. They won't go
back.

‘Miners are ready to fight
100 per cent.’

Another faceworker, Don
Brown, said miners wanted
the full amount of their £5-
£9 claim.

‘The employers are getting
vicious’, he added.

‘Thé men of Pontypool
should not be forgotten.
Everyone should stop -out

until they take them back.’

Tom Cartlidge, who was
himself struck by a car trying
to cross a picket line, says
the injuries to pickets in
Yorkshire. could happen all
over the country.

‘But why?’, he asked.

‘The lorry drivers are just
working men like us. When
the government has done with
us, they will turn on engineers
or whoever is next in line if
they win this one. The work-
ing class has to stand to-
gether.

Further trouble at CAV

ABOUT 120 fitters and
testers employed in the
laboratory and engine-test
department at CAV’s plant,
Acton, have begun a worka
to-rule.

This action was decided by
a meeting in the section on
Wednesday.

Trouble has been brewi
since the 1971 site deal whic

was supposed to maintain the
existing wage structure.

The laboratory and engine-

test workers were placed
second in the rates list. But
they have now dropped to
sixth place. ‘
. Their claim for restoration
of their position has been
supported by the men’s union,
the N London district com-
mittee of the Amalgamated
Union of Engineering
Workers.

But it has been bitterly
opposed by both the personnel
manager and the two right-

wing convenors who fear
their ability to foist deals on
CAV workers in the future.

The N London district
committee of the AUEW
have refused to allow a

representative of the Engineer-
ing Employers’ Federation to
attend meetings on the claim.
Therefore, talks have reached
a stalemate.
Already this
works engineérs’ department
has decided to impose -an-
overtime ban at CAV’s.
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FROM JACK GALE

COAL BOARD threats of
pit closures " are greeted
with scorn and derision by
men who have been under
the shadow of the jobs

axe before.

Pickets at Thoresby colliery
include many men who went
there after their pits closed
in Durham.

Do the warnings of NCB
chairman Derek Ezra frighten
them? ‘Tell him we are laugh-
ing,’ said Tommy Christer,
who worked at New Herring-
ton colliery, Durham, before
it closed.

Dave Jackson and Norman.

Watson came here after the
Rising Sun colliery in World'’s
End was closed.

‘Let Ezra shut them,” they
told me. ‘They might as well
be closed for the money we
are getting.’

Sid Foster, who wotked at
Green Side colliery, Durham,
has been at Thoresby more
than ten years.

‘Our wages have gone down
and down,” he said. ‘Since the
end of piecework they are
getting more coal for less
money. <Closure talks don’t
worry anybody.’

Keith Collin, who used to
work at Brandom colliery,
Durham, told Workers Press:

‘We came down here for
security and we are getting
slapped in the face.

‘Ezra doesn’t frighten any
of us.

George Banks, from Sher-
burn Hill colliery, had heard
it all before.

‘They tell us not to strike
or they'll close the pits, so
we don’t strike and they close
the pits anyway. It won’t work
any more.’

‘This closure?’ said James

Armstrong, formerly of
Ravensworth colliery, Gates-
head. ‘It's the same every

time. It’s the first thing they
say.’

Nothing has gone through
the gates of Thoresby colliery
since Wednesday afternoon.

Before then a few lorries
went through, but now the
only drivers who can cross
the pickets are those who
produce evidence that their
load is for Thospitals or
schools.

Attempts to transport
smokeless fuel to Scumford
steel works have failed. The
Thoresby men reject Coal
Board pleas to allow work to
take place so that hydraulic
chocks can be moved.

They are determined
stick it out.

‘We will eat grass before
we go back,” said picket Bob
Clarke.

to
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READERS’ MEETINGS

Meet Edlitorial Board
epeakers. Discuss your

Ideas for the expanded
paper
LEEDS
Sunday January 16
3p.m

Community Centre
Quarry Hlll Flats
Leeds 1
Speaker :
Stephen Johns

SHEFFIELD
Sunday January 16
7.30 p.m.

YS Premises
Waestern Works,
Portobello
Speaker :
Stephen Johns

GLASGOW

Monday January 17
7.30 pm

Room 1

Partick Burgh
Lesser Hall
(Nr Merkiand St Tube Stn.)

Speaker :
Stephen Johns

S LONDON

Wednesday January 26
8 p.m.
Lower Hall
Brixton Town Hall
Brixton' SW2

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

Make the Tory government
resign!

Return a Labour govern-
ment pledged to restore full
employment and repeal all
" laws against the unions!

COVENTRY: Sunday
January 16, 11 a.m. Golden
Eagle, Keresley, nr Coventry.
‘The miners’ strike and the
fight against the Tories.’

SW LONDON: Tuesday
January 18, 8pm. Small Hall,
Clapham  Manor  Baths,
Clapham Manor St, SW4.
‘Right-to-Work’ campaign.

CORBY: Wednesday
January 19, 8pm. Civic
Centre. The ‘Right-to-Work’
campaign.

CROYDON: Thursday
January 20, 8pm. Ruskin
House, Coombe Rd, E
Croydon. Support the
miners.

READING: Monday

January 17, 8 p.m. Trades
and Labour Club, Minster
St. ‘The Right to Work’.

SOUTHALL: Tuesday
January 18, 8 p.m. Indian
Workers’ Association, 18
Featherstone Rd. ‘The
miners’ strike’.

W LONDON: Wednesday
January - 19, 8 p.m. The
Greyhound, Becklow Rd,
Acton W12.

Socialist Labour League
Special course of lectures

In line with decision of ATUA November 6 conference to
build revolutionary party.

TUESDAY JANUARY 18
Essential Marxism

TUESDAY JANUARY 25
Economics and Politics

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 1
Historical Materialism today
Lecture Room 1
Digbeth Hall, Digbeth
BIRMINGHAM, 8 p.m.

given by
G. HEALY (SLL national secretary)
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