down Tories

ALL MOVEMENT of coal throughout the
country is now well on the way to being
completely stopped after just five days of the
miners’ solid strike.

Backing
for miners

CASTLEFORD miners and

their wives marched 150-
strong to nearby Ferry-
bridge  power  station,
Yorkshire, yesterday to get
coal movements blacked.

Headed by the Wheldale
strike committee’s red banner
calling for unity of all workers
around the miners’ fight, they
shouted  ‘General
“Tories out’! and carried plac-
ards saying: ‘Our fight is your
fight' and ‘Don’'t move coal’.

They formed a picket out-

side the power station gates

and gave out All Trades
Unions Alliance leaflets which
called for no return without
the full claim being met, and
for rank-and-file strike com-
mittees to take control of the
strike out of the hands of the
right wing. ]

The strikers are hoping for
more backing from Castleford
Trades Council which meets
tonight. .

In Doncaster, the miners
are being supported by local
railwaymen who say they will
not move any coal from the
pits.

‘If the miners fall on 7 per
cent there is not much chance
of our union winning a decent
rise,’ ASLEF branch secretary
Martin Hicks told Workers
Press in a personal capacity.

But he was worried about
the TUC’s failure to support

the nminers more whole-
heartedly.
Three weeks ago ASLEF

requested the TUC to get the
transport unions and the NUM
to meet. The TUC is supposed
to have said it wasn't
necessary. .

“The TUC is literally doing
a 1926 at the moment,” he
said.

Coal stocks in S Wales are
so low that there will be no
regular picket at the pithead,
lodge officials said yesterday.

But where fuel is available
at open-cast- sites, the NUM
says the rush of volunteers
to man picket lines has been
so great they've had to be
organized on a rota basis.

Strike’l

Thousands of miners
have moved in every coal-
field to picket power
stations and  solid-fuel
plants as well as the
colleries.

Railwaymen and dockers

have begun to seal off ‘all
supplies of coal from ports
like Southampton, Cardiff and
Middlesbrough.

The solidarity and militancy
of the miners has dispelled
completely the hopeful pre-
dictions of the capitalist press
that high coal stocks and
isolation similar to that
suffered by the postmen would
defeat the- strike,

Expressed - here is the
potential of a great mass
movement against the govern-
ment, which has grown since
the postmen’s strike because
of unemployment, rapidly-
rising prices and the Tory
rush into the Common Market.

The big question now is
what - policy and leadership
can take this movement
through to victory and remove
the Tory government?

Every worker must be on

his guard: the stronger the

. solidarity from the ranks,

the more the union and

labour leaders will take

fright and look for a formula
to sell out.

Miles Behind

The trade union leaders are
miles behind their members.

The Amalgamated Union of
Engineering Workers, under
Hugh Scanlon could have
planned national action of its
members against the em-
ployers and the government
on their own wage claim.
Instead  its
committee voted this week to
abandon the claim at national
level.

On the same day, the TUC
‘inner cabinet’, took its
notorious decision not to
call unions together to discuss

solidarity action with the
miners. .
The trade union bureau-

cracy is more attached to its
official positions and its rela-
tions with the capitalist state
than it is to the interests of
its members. In a show-down
it will take the side of the
government.

The TUC and Labour

policy-making

;::xca.uslw

MINER’S union sec-
retary Lawrence Daly
was expecting the TUC
to organize transport-
union solidarity with his
members’ strike, he re-
veals today.

In part one of an exclu-
sive interview printed on
page two of today’s
Workers Press, he says the
leadership of the National
Union of Mineworkers
would like the support of
other unions to make the
battle ‘short, sharp and
victorious’.

If the Tories try to make
an example of the miners,
he would be ‘in favour ...,
if they are determined to
smash us, to call upon the
whole of the trade union
and labour movement to
escalate industrial action to
a point where it would be
possible to defeat the Tory
government’.

He gives his views on
nationalization and agrees
that workers’ control in the
mines is now on the agenda.

productivity,

On he
argues that no deals should
be signed if they make

miners work harder.

Daly told staff reporter
Stephen Johns that the
miners expect unions at
home and abroad to pre-
vent any bid by the govern-
ment to break the strike
through coal imports.

IN TOMORROW’S Workers
Press, he condemns the
Polish government for ex-
porting stocks to Spain
while the Asturian miners
were on strike against
Franco’s fascist government.
He says the union has
written to the Polish
government drawing atten-
tion to the fact they are
offering coal on the W
European market.

BY CLIFF SLAUGHTER

leaders should be mobilizing
the whole working class for
united political and industrial
action to secure a General
Election, but they fear the
working class.

They do not want to be
placed in government by a
mass movement which will
insist on policies of nation-
alization under workers’
control and without com-
pensation.

The same fear animates the
Communist Party leaders, who
are desperately trying to
challenge the strike move-

srcat by obscuring its political .

implications. Listen to the
‘Morning Star”:
‘Back Down’
‘If the resources of the

Labour Party and the TUC
were also thrown into this
fight, combined with solidarity
action by trade unionists, the
government and the Coal
Board would be compelled to
back down in double quick
time' (January 12, 1972).

This attitude is politically

cynical, dishonest and
reactionary.
On Tuesday, the ‘Star’

deliberately covered up the
strike-breaking role of the
TUC with the headline ‘Don’t
cross picket lines—TUC call'.

Now it glibly talks about
the TUC resources being
thrown into the fight and still
refuses to condemn the
treachery of these bureaucrats.

What is worse, however, is
that the ‘Star’ once again tries
to «con the miners into
believing that the Tories can
be made to ‘back down’, and
that we can have our Tory
cake and eat it too.

This is a colossal lie. If
the strength of the working
class can make the Tories
back down then it can just
as easily make them resign.

Will the wunion leaders
answer these questions . as
their ancestors did in 1926,
when the General Strike was
called off and the miners were
starved back to work?

Parallel
Will they do what miners’
leader Robert Smillie and

others did in 1919, when the
then Prime Minister Lloyd
George sent for them before
a threatened strike by the
Triple Alliance of miners,
railmen and transport workers.

He told them frankly that
the Triple Alliance was strong
enough to defeat the govern-
ment —a clear parallel with
today—continuing:

‘But if you do so, have you
weighed the consequences?
The strike will be in defiance
of the government of the
country, and by its very
success will precipitate a con-
stitutional crisis of the first
importance.

‘For if a force arises in
the state which is stronger
than the state itself, then it
must be ready to take on
the functions of the state,
or withdraw and accept the
authority of the state.
‘Gentlemen, have you con-

sidered, and if you have, are
vou ready?’

Robert Smillie, recounting
the story to Aneurin Bevan,
concluded: ‘From that
moment on we were beaten
and we knew we were.’

Today there must be no
flinching from the task of
mobilizing in every coalfield
to win solidarity from all
trade unionists, of building
the alternative leadership to
defeat the Tory government
and of electing a Labour gov-
ernment pledged to socialist
policies.

MINERS in Scotland won

stations yesterday.

Mass pickets foiled an
Electricity Board bid to use
scab contractors and Kkeep
fuel supply lines open.

The angriest clashes
occurred in Fife, where miners
from seven pits mobbed
private convoys carrying coal
to Kirkcardine power station
on the Filgh of Forth.

Despite requests for police

rotectionr; the scab drivers

ad to turn their Ilorries
back.

-One individual who tried to
drive through the ranks lost
courage after his headlamps
were smashed.

Qther miners prevented the
Southern Scotland Electricity
Board moving fuel from the
Longannet power station to
the big Edinburgh electricity
plant at Cockenzie.

At Kirkcardine men shouted
at the drivers: ‘Are wvou
getting a good wage? I’ll bet
you are because you're getting
it by cutting our throats.’

Willie McDougall, member
of the Scottish miners’ execu-
tive, was in charge of the
operation. He said the use of
private contractors had begun
because drivers in the Trans-
pert and General Workers’
Union had refused to shift
supplies.

Mr McDougall said: ‘We
won’t stop at any time. We
will have to consider mount-
ing a picket at night.’

The Electricity Board action
exposes their Dboast that
stocks are high. They are
bringing in supplies from old
closed mines and the few
privately-owned pits in the
Loathians area because the
po’%ion‘ is so desperate.

‘JHhe action by the men plus
the ‘black’ put on coal by
the T&GWU and the rail

Angry strikers picketing Kirkcardine power station, Fite

the battle of the power

CE

£

by Stephen Johns
unions means that fuel sup-
plies in the East of Scotland
are at a standstill.

Engineer drivers in ASLEF
are in the front ranks of
official support.

Leslie McNaught, secretary

BY PHILIP WADE

A SAVAGE incident
occurred outside the gates
of Grimethorpe Coalite

plant near Barnsiey, York-
shire, yesterday when two
miners were knocked down
By a lorry which drove into
their picket line.

Eyewitnesses said the lorry

painted with ‘Scania’
markings—drove at speed into
the picket knocking down
George . Shaw (47) and Bran
Chapman, both Wombwell
miners.

They said the lorry’s back
wheel passed directly over Mr
Shaw, who was later detained
in hospital with suspected
ankle and leg fractures.

Mr Chapman’s injuries
fortunately proved less serious
and he was released from hos-
pital after treatment for cuts
and bruises.

, yesterday

—Coal stocks frozen
~ by Scots pickets

of the Scottish divisional
council of ASLEF, told me:
‘We have been told by our
executive to give the miners
maximum support. We are
interpreting this as mieaning
that no coal is to be moved.’

-T'wo hurt on picket

Both men are married with’

families, Mr Shaw has eight
childrenn and has worked in
the pits since he left school.

Pickets who saw  the
incident chased after the lorry
which drove away rapidly
without stopping.

They sdid it was the driver's
second attempt to cross the
picket line—he had already
made an unsuccessful bid to
enter the plant on Tuesday.

A six-man deputation from
the National Union of Mine-
workers headed by full-time
official Jack Lee from Barnsley
and area councilman Arthur
Scargill later saw union repre-
sentatives at the Coalite plant.

George Morral, Transport
and General Workers’ Union
secretary, assured the delega-
tion that lorries with non-
union drivers would not be
loaded by his members at the
plant. '

Union members have been
refusing to cross the miners’
picket line.

PRODUCTION of Morris
Marina cars halted at the
British-Leyland assembly plant
at Cowley, Oxford, yesterday
after a stoppage involving
inspectors in the assembly-
works paint shop.

The inspectors walked out
after the cancellation of*a
meeting called to discuss
paint shop manning arrange-
ments.

constitutional order.

Dr Abu Sayeed Choudhury

the new Bangla Desh republic.

Under the new constitu-
tional order, the president
will act on the advice of the
premier in all his official func-
tions, In place of the previous
Pakistan National Assembly
and the former Provincial E
Pakistan Assembly there will
be set up a Constituent
Assembly.

Mujib proclaimed

SHEIKH Mujibur Rahman—named president of Bangla
Desh during his imprisonment—has now been pro-
claimed Prime Minister under the country’s provisional

The daily paper
that leads the
fight against the

Tory government

Rout for puppet
armies in
Indo-China

THE position of America’s puppet regimes in
Indo-China is crumbling fast under the impact
of the liberation forces’ dry-season offensive.

The sudden withdrawal of
S Vietnamese troops from
Cambodia’s
provinces has thrown the
Phnom Penh government

eastern

into turmoil.

The Cambodians were
not told in advance that
the Saigon troops were

pulling out.

In any case their efforts to
eradicate National Liberation
Front base areas in Cambodia
had proved unsuccessful, and
they made little contact with
liberation forces known to be
in the area.

In Laos, too, the NLF is
winning major victories over
the now thoroughly demoral-
ized government forces.

Arrests in
Yugoslavia

ELEVEN people have been
arrested in Zagreb .on sus-
picion of hostile activity,
Belgrade Radio reported
yesterday.

The flats of some 50 other
people had been searched on
suspicion that they had en-

gaged in counter-revolutionary
activity.

The 11 arrested include
Marko Veselika and Sime
Djodan, university teachers,

Vilado Gotovac, former editor
of the Croatian nationalist
weekly ‘Hrvatski Tjednik’ and
some members of the Mother
Croatia cultural club.

Observers in Belgrade
believe the group involved
may be the so-called revolu-
tionary committee of 50 to
which President Tito referred
last month as the main force
behind the attempted counter-
revolution in Croatia.

Meanwhile in the central
Yugoslav town of Mostar, an
ex-partisan fighter and former
parliamentary deputy Vlado
Domazet, has been arrested
and faces possible charges of
‘spreading hostile propoganda
and slandering Yugoslav
institutions’.

According to the newspaper
‘Borba’, he had blamed
officials for the ‘bad conditions
in the country’.

JOHN SPENCER

Gen Vang Pao’s Meo
guerrilla army, isolated at its
base in Long Cheng on the
Bolovens plateau, expects a
final assault by the besieging
liberation forces at any time.

The base is virtually inde-
fensible. Its ammunition dump
is destroyed and air com-
munication has been almost
entirely cut off.

Laotian army defences are
in ruins as a result of the
NLF's rapid advance.

North of the Plain of Jars,
Laotian troops have been
driven out of Phou Cum,
leaving only one outpost in
the country’s north-eastern
region.

South-west of the Plain the
town of Sam Thong was also
abandoned in haste on Tues-
day as the NLF advanced.
And in the southern ‘pan-
handle’ of Laos, Bang Nhik,
another important strategic
point, has also been evacu-
ated.

The Americans’ main fear,
however, is that the liberation
armies will launch their
biggest offensives in S Viet-
nam over the Lunar New Year
(Tet).

Fighting near Saigon has
already been reported and US
sources describe the current

dry-season . offensive as the
most intensive ever.
It seems clear that the

Vietnamese communists, fear-
ing a deal over their country
between president Nixon and
Mao Tse-tung when they meet
in Peking next month, are
preparing a heavy military
blow against the Americans
to coincide with the Peking
talks.

Nixon

IO AV BT

£1.250 Fund
now at £331.86

AS MORE and more trade
unionists give their support
to the miners, one issue
clearly stands out-— mass
action by the working class
today would force this
government to resign.

Workers Press has re-
mained in the forefront of
the struggle against the
Tories. Because of this our
support is growing through-
out the mining districts and

- amongst all those joining

the fight. This is the time
to press ahead.

Make a big effort for
January’s Fund. Add an
extra amount if you can.
Post every donation im-
mediately to:

Workers Press
January Appeal Fund,
186a Clapkam High St,

London, SW4,

T RI

THE PAPER of the Soviet
Writers’ Union, ‘Literaturnaya

Gazeta’ has attacked the
latest book by Alexander
Solzhenitsyn ‘August 1914,

saying it has proved ‘extremely
helpful for anti-Soviet
elements of every description’.

The ‘Gazeta’, firmly ‘con-
trolled by the ultra-Stalinist
leadership of the Writers’
Union, has frequently attacked
Solzhenitsyn in the past.

was sworn in as President of |

Mersey will
stop Jan 27

THE WHOLE of Merseyside will come to a standstill
on January 27 in a protest against the rampant un-

employment in the area.

against

BY AN
ENGINEERS continued
to - slam wumnion chiefs’

abandonment of their
national pay claim as ‘a
stab in the back for the
miners’ yesterday, al-
though the decision to
pull out union members
in the pits was welcomed.

At Wilson and Matthie-
son in Leeds, convenor
Dick Mitchell said that the
- mational committee of his
union had struck a blow
against the miners.

“The decision to refer
our pay claim back to
local level not only Ilets

the miners down, it lets
our members down as well.’
He said: ‘If claims are
going to be thrown back
to local level, what are we
paying national officials for?
What are they there for?
It's a retrograde step.
He thought Workers
Press was ‘exactly right’ to
describe the decision of the

Engineers slam

miners

INDUSTRIAL REPORTER

Amalgamated © Union of
Engineering Workers as
stabbing the miners in the
back.

‘And the TUC decision
to give “general sympathy”,
instead of mobilizing sup-
porting action, is useless,’
he added. ‘If this strike
doesn’t get support, it will
be a repetition of the post-
men’s strike. The Tories
will pick us off piecemeal.’

A similar view came
from Gersham Jones, now
working at the Jaguar
factory in Coventry, but
until 1964 a miner, at
Coventry colliery. :

He was sacked for his
part in 1964 sit-down
strike in the mine.

‘The TUC decision on the
miners’ fight is disgusting’,
Gersham said. U

‘They’re leaving
miners on their own.

‘If we had all supported
the postmen last year we
would not have been in this
position this year.

the

‘stab’

Dick Mitchell

‘The AUEW decision not
to fight their national wage
claim is a complete Ilet-
down of the miners.

‘All the unions should
come out in support of the
miners. This individual
effort is no use to the
working class—the Tories
must be thrown out.

Chris O’Connor, AUEW
convenor at Bird’s Eye,
Kirkby, near Liverpool
said ‘the decision was a
retreat—leaving the miners
in isolation to fight a
battle we should be in-

volved in’.

Eddie Loyden, president of
the Liverpool Trades Council,
told a mass meeting at the
occupied Fisher-Bendix plant
at Kirkby that all trades
councils on Merseyside had
agreed to support .the
stoppage.

Mr Loyden said: ‘The action
of the Fisher-Bendix men is
the first positive action against
unemployment in the area.

“They are the advance guard
in the fight against unemploy-
ment and they require the
complete mobilization of the
trade union movement.’

Pledge

The councils also called on
the TUC to arrange a 24-
hour nationwide stoppage as
part of a campaign to bring
down the Tory government.

Jack Spriggs, chairman of
the factory’s stewards, told
the 1,000 Fisher-Bendix men
and their families that he had
attended a  meeting of
stewards on the docks. They
had pledged to put a ‘black’
on all Thorn Electrical pro-
ducts. Thorn owns the
closure-threatened plant.

Iain Stewart, chairman of
the London (Heathrow) air-
port shop stewards, said 230
stewards had decided to black
Thorn products at the airport.

More engineers

back

our

jobs campaign

ENGINEERS in Leicester are
the latest workers to support
the Young Socialists’ Right-to-
Work march and campaign
which culminates with a rally
at London’s Wembley Pool on
March 12.

The city's No. 17 Amal-
gamated Union of Engineering
Workers branch say they
‘fully back’ the campaign for
the right to work, which is
being taken away by the
‘vicious’ Tory government.

The CAV shop stewards’
committee, Fazakerley, Liver-
pool also supports the Right-

to-work marches and will
donate £20. This decision
followed a meeting at which
a member of the YS national
campaign committee explained
the nature of the campaign.
TOTTENHAM No 7 AUEW
branch has voted to support
the Right-to-Work campaign
and promiséed a substantial
donation to the campaign
fund. :

Their resolution of support
is being put before the
Haringey Trades Council and
the Enfield AUEW district
committee.

YOUNG SOCIALISTS

Right to work

campaign begins

Wé will be marching from

GLASGOW FEBRUARY 5

LIVERPOOL FEBRUARY 19

SWANSEA FEBRUARY 19
To a mass rally at
EMPIRE POOL, WEMBLEY on MARCH 12

WANTED URGENTLY

Loan of vehicles—road-worthy vans, cars
be considered)

(reasonable hire will

Accommodation

Finance, .......... eeeasieaaas

Brass/jazz bands

|1

.................... D

Please tick box where applicable.

Piease complete above form and poet to:
Clive Norris, natlonal secretary
Right-to-Work campaign
186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.
Or phone 01-622 7029.
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ALL MOVEMENT of coal throughout the
country is now well on the way to being
completely stopped after just five days of the
miners’ solid strike.

Backing
for miners

CASTLEFORD miners and
their wives marched 150-
strong to nearby Ferry-
bridge  power  station,
Yorkshire, yesterday to get

coal movements blacked.

Headed by the Wheldale
strike committee’s red banner
calling for unity of all workers
around the miners’ fight, they
shouted”  ‘Generai
‘Tories out’! and carried plac-
ards saying: ‘Our fight is your
fight’ and ‘Don’t move coal’.

They formed a picket out-

side the power station gates -

and gave out All Trades
Unions Alliance leaflets which
called for no return without
the full claim being met, and
for rank-and-file strike com-
mittees to take control of the
strike out of the hands of the
right wing. .

The strikers are hoping for
more backing from Castleford
Trades Council which meets
tonight. .

In Doncaster, the miners
are being supported by IOC?.I
railwaymen who say they will
not move any coal from the
pits.

‘If the miners fall on 7 per
cent there is not much chance
of our union winning a decent
rise,’ ASLEF branch secretary
Martin Hicks told Workers
Press in a personal capacity.

But he was worried about
the TUC’s failure to support

the miners more whole-
heartedly.
Three weeks ago ASLEF

requested the TUC to get the
transport unions and the NUM
to meet. The TUC is supposed
to have said it wasn’t
necessary. )

“The TUC is literally doing
a 1926 at the moment, he
said.

Coal stocks in S Wales are
so low that there will be no
regular picket at the pithead,
lodge officials said yesterday.

But where fuel is available
at open-cast. sites, the NUM
says the rush of volunteers
to man picket lines has been
so great they've had to be
organized on a rota basis.

Strike’l

Thousands of miners
have moved in every coal-
field to picket power
stations and  solid-fuel
plants as well as the
colleries.

Railwaymen and dockers
have begun to seal off ‘all

supplies of coal from ports
like Southampton, Cardiff and
Middlesbrough.

The solidarity and militancy
of the miners has dispelled
completely the hopeful pre-
dictions of the capitalist press
that high coal stocks and
isolation similar to that
suffered by the postmen would
defeat the strike.

Expressed -here is the
potential of a great mass
movement against the govern-
ment, which has grown since
the postmen’s strike because
of unemployment, rapidly-
rising prices and the Tory
rush into the Common Market.

The big question now is
what policy and leadership
can take this movement
through to victory and remove
the Tory government?

Every worker must be on
his guard; the stronger the
solidarity from the ranks,
the more the union and
labour leaders will take
fright and look for a formula
to sell out.

Miles Behind

The trade union leaders are
miles behind their members.

The Amalgamated Union of
Engineering Workers, under
Hugh Scanlon could have
planned national action of its
members against the em-
ployers and the government
on their own wage claim.
Instead  its policy-making
committee voted this week to
abandon the claim at national
level.

On the same day, the TUC
‘inner cabinet’, took its
notorious decision not to
call unions together to discuss
solidarity action with the
miners.

The trade union bureau-
cracy is more attached to its
official positions and its rela-
tions with the capitalist state
than it is to the interests of
its members. In a show-down
it will take the side of the
government,

The TUC

|

and Labour

cXCLUSIVE

MINER’S union sec-
retary Lawrence Daly
was expecting the TUC
to organize transport-
union solidarity with his
members’ strike, he re-
veals today.

In part one of an exclu-
sive interview printed on
page two of today’s
Workers Press, he says the
leadership of the National
Union of Mineworkers
would like the support of
other unions to make the
battle ‘short, sharp and
victorious’.

If the Tories try to make
an example of the miners,
he would be ‘in favour ...,
if they are determined to
smash us, to call upon the
whole of the trade union
and labour movement to
escalate industrial action to
a point where it would be
possible to defeat the Tory
government’.

He gives his views on
nationalization and agrees
that workers’ control in the
mines is now on the agenda.

On
argues that no deals should

productivity, he
be signed if they make
miners work harder.

Daly told staff reporter
Stephen Johns that the
miners expect unions at
home and abroad to pre-
vent any bid by the govern-
ment to break the strike
through coal imports.

IN TOMORROW’S Workers
Press, he condemns the
Polish government for ex-
porting stocks to Spain
while the Asturian miners
were on strike against
Franco’s fascist government.
He says the union has
written to the Polish
government drawing atten-
tion to the fact they are
offering coal on the W
European market.

BY CLIFF SLAUGHTER

leaders should be mobilizing
the whole working class for
united political and industrial
action to secure a General
Election, but they fear the
working class.

They do not want to be
placed in government by a
mass movement which will
insist on policies of nation-
alization under workers’
control and without com-
pensation.

The same fear animates the
Communist Party leaders, who
are desperately trying to
challenge the strike move-

eteat by obscuring its political |

implications. Listen to the

‘Morning Star’:

‘Back Down’

‘If the resources of the
Labour Party and the TUC
were also thrown into this
fight, combined with solidarity
action by trade unionists, the
government and the Coal
Board would be compelled to
back down in double quick
time’ (January 12, 1972).

This attitude is politically

cynical, dishonest and
reactionary.
On Tuesday, the ‘Star’

deliberately covered up the
strike-breaking role of the
TUC with the headline ‘Don’t
cross picket lines—TUC call’.

Now it glibly talks about
the TUC resources being
thrown into the fight and still
refuses to condemn the
treachery of these bureaucrats.

What is worse, however, is
that the ‘Star’ once again tries
to con the miners into
believing that the Tories can
be made to ‘back down’, and
that we can have our Tory
cake and eat it too.

This is a colossal lie. If
the strength of the working
class can make the Tories
back down then it can just
as easily make them resign.

Will the wunion leaders
answer these questions . as
their ancestors did in 1926,
when the General Strike was
called off and the miners were
starved back to work?

Parallel

Will they do what miners’
leader Robert Smillie and
others did in 1919, when the
then Prime Minister Lloyd
George sent for them before
a threatened strike by the
Triple Alliance of miners,
railmen and transport workers,

He told them frankly that
the Triple Alliance was strong
enough to defeat the govern-
ment —a clear parallel with
today—continuing:

‘But if you do so, have you
weighed the consequences?
The strike will be in defiance
of the government of the
country, and by its very
success will precipitate a con-
stitutional crisis of the first
importance.

‘For if a force arises in
the state which is stronger
than the state itself, then it
must be ready to take on
the functions of the state,
or withdraw and accept the
authority of the state.
‘Gentlemen, have you con-

sidered, and if you have, are
you ready?

Robert Smillie, recounting
the story to Aneurin Bevan,
concluded: ‘From that
moment on we were beaten
and we knew we were.’

Today there must be no
flinching from the task of
mobilizing in every coalfield
to win solidarity from all
trade unionists, of building
the alternative leadership to
defeat the Tory government
and of electing a Labour gov-
ernment pledged to socialist
policies. ‘
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Angry strikers picketing Kirkcardine power station, Fife, yesterday

MINERS in Scotland won
the battle of the power
stations yesterday.

Mass pickets foiled an
Electricity Board bid to use
scab contractors and keep
fuel supply lines open.

The angriest clashes
occurred in Fife, where miners
from seven pits mobbed
private convoys carrying coal
to Kirkcardine power station
on the Firgh of Forth.

Despite requests for police

rotection? the scab drivers

ad to turn their lorries
back.

-One individual who tried to
drive through the ranks lost
courage after his headlamps
were smashed.

Other miners prevented the
Southern Scotland Electricity
Board moving fuel from the
Longannet power station to
the big Edinburgh electricity
plant at Cockenzie.

At Kirkcardine men shouted
at the drivers: ‘Are you
getting a good wage? I'll bet
you are because you’re getting
it by cutting our throats.’

Willie McDougall, member
of the Scottish miners’ execu-
tive, was in charge of the
operation. He said the use of
private contractors had begun
because drivers in the Trans-
port and General Workers’
Union had refused to shift
supplies.

Mr McDougall said: ‘We
won’t stop at any time. We
will have to consider mount-
ing a picket at night.’

The Electricity Board action
exposes their boast that
stocks are high. They are
bringing in supplies from old
closed mines and the few
privately-owned pits in the
Loathians area because the
po’s&ion is so desperate.

e action by the men plus
the ‘black’ put on coal by
the T&GWU and the rail

by Stephen Johns
unions means that fuel sup-
plies in the East of Scotland
are at a standstill.

Engineer drivers in ASLEF
are in the front ranks of
official support.

Leslie McNaught, secretary

BY PHILIP W'ADE

A SAVAGE incident
occurred outside the gates
of Grimethorpe Coalite

plant near Barnsley, York-
shire, yesterday when two
miners were knocked down
By a lorry which drove into
their picket line.

Eyewitnesses said the lorry

painted with ‘Scania’
markings—drove at speed into
the picket knocking down
George . Shaw (47) and Bran
Chapman, both Wombwell
miners.

They said the lorry’s back
wheel passed directly over Mr
Shaw, who was later detained
in hospital with suspected
ankle and leg fractures.

Mr Chapman’s injuries
fortunately proved less serious
and he was released from hos-
pital after treatment for cuts
and bruises.

—Coal stocks frozen
~ by Scots pickets

of the Scottish divisional
council of ASLEF, told me:
‘We have been told by our
executive to give the miners
maximum support. We are
interpreting this as meaning
that no coal is to be moved.’

-T'wo hurt on picket

Both men are married with’

families. Mr Shaw has eight
children and has worked in
the pits since he left school.

Pickets who saw the
incident chased after the lorry
which drove away rapidly
without stopping.

They sdid it was the driver’s
second attempt to cross the
picket line —he had already
made an unsuccessful bid to
enter the plant on Tuesday.

A six-man deputation from
the National Union of Mine-
workers headed by full-time
official Jack Lee from Barnsley
and area councilman Arthur
Scargill later saw union repre-
sentatives at the Coalite plant.

George Morral, Transport
and General Workers’ Union
secretary, assured the delega-
tion that lorries with non-
union drivers would not be
loaded by his members at the
plant. :

Union members have been
refusing to cross the miners’
picket line.

PRODUCTION of Morris
Marina cars halted at the
British-Leyland assembly plant
at Cowley, Oxford, yesterday
after a stoppage involving
inspectors in the assembly-
works paint shop.

The inspectors walked out
after the cancellation of“a
meeting called to discuss
paint shop manning arrange-
ments.

constitutional order.

Dr Abu Sayeed Choudhury
was sworn in as President of
the new Bangla Desh republic.

Under the new constitu-
tional order, the president
will act on the advice of the
premier in all his official func-
tions. In place of the previous
Pakistan National Assembly
and the former Provincial E
Pakistan Assembly there will
be set up a Constituent

Assembly.

Mujib proclaimed

SHEIKH Mujibur Rahman—named president of Bangla
Desh during his imprisonment—has now been pro-
claimed Prime Minister under the country’s provisional
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Rout for puppet
armies in

Indo-China

THE position of America’s puppet regimes in
Indo-China is crumbling fast under the impact
of the liberation forces’ dry-season offensive.

The sudden withdrawal of
S Vietnamese troops from
Cambodia’s
provinces has thrown the
Phnom Penh government
into turmoil.

eastern

The Cambodians were
not told in advance that
the Saigon troops were

pulling out.

In any case their efforts to
eradicate National Liberation
Front base areas in Cambodia
had proved unsuccessful, and
they made little contact with
liberation forces known to be
‘in the area.

In Laos, too, the NLF is
winning major victories over
the now thoroughly demoral-
ized government forces.

Arrests in
Yugoslavia

ELEVEN people have been
arrested in Zagreb .on sus-
picion of hostile activity,
Belgrade Radio reported
yesterday.

The flats of some 50 other
people had been searched on
suspicion that they had en-
gaged in counter-revolutionary
activity.

The 11 arrested include
Marko Veselika and Sime
Djodan, university teachers,
Viado Gotovac, former editor
of the Croatian nationalist
weekly ‘Hrvatski Tjednik’ and
some members of the Mother
Croatia cultural club.

Observers in Belgrade
believe the group involved
may be the so-called revolu-
tionary committee of 50 to
which President Tito referred
last month as the main force
behind the attempted counter-
revolution in Croatia.

Meanwhile in the central
Yugoslav town of Mostar, an
ex-partisan fighter and former
parliamentary deputy Vlado
Domazet, has been arrested
and faces possible charges of
‘spreading hostile propoganda
and slandering Yugoslav
institutions’.

According to the newspaper
‘Borba’, he had blamed
officials for the ‘bad conditions
in the country’.

JOHN SPENCER

Gen Vang Pao’s Meo
guerrilla army, isolated at its
base in Long Cheng on the
Bolovens plateau,
final assault by the besieging
liberation - forces at any time.

The base is virtually inde-
fensible. Its ammunition dump
is destroyed and air com-
munication has been almost
entirely cut off.

Laotian army defences are
in ruins as a result of the
NLF’s rapid advance.

North of the Plain of Jars,
Laotian troops have been
driven out of Phou Cum,
leaving only one outpost in
the country’s north-eastern
region.

South-west of the Plain the
town of Sam Thong was also
abandoned in haste on Tues-
day as the NLF advanced.
And in the southern ‘pan-
handle’ of Laos, Bang Nhik,
another important strategic
point, has also been evacu-
ated.

The Americans’ main fear,
however, is that the liberation
armies will launch their
biggest offensives . in S Viet-
nam over the Lunar New Year
(Tet).

Fighting near Saigon has
already been reported and US
sources describe the current
dry-season . offensive as the
most intensive ever.

It seems clear that the
Vietnamese communists, fear-
ing a deal over their country
between president Nixon and
Mao Tse-tung when they meet
in Peking next month, are
preparing a heavy military
blow against the Americans
to coincide with the Peking
talks.

expects a |

Nixon
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£1200 Fund
now at £331.86

AS MORE and more trade
unionists give their support
to the miners, one issue
clearly stands out — mass
action by the working class
today would force this
government to resign.

Workers Press has re-
mained in the forefront of
the struggle against the
Tories. Because of this our
support is growing through-
out the mining districts and

- amongst all those joining
the fight, This is the time
to press ahead. )

Make a big effort for
January’s Fund. Add an
extra amount if you can.
Post every donation im-
mediately to:

Workers Press
January Appeal Fund,
186a Clapkam High St,

London, SW4.
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THE PAPER of the Soviet
Writers’ Union, ‘Literaturnaya
Gazeta’ has attacked the
latest book by Alexander
Solzhenitsyn ‘August 1914,
saying it has proved ‘extremely
helpful for anti-Soviet
elements of every description’.

The ‘Gazeta’, firmly ‘con-
trolled by the ultra-Stalinist
leadership of the Writers’
Union, has frequently attacked

Solzhenitsyn in the past.

Mersey will
stop Jan 27

THE WHOLE of Merseyside will come to a standstill
on January 27 in a protest against the rampant un-

employment in the area.

against

ENGINEERS continued
to - slam union chiefs’
abandonment of their
national pay claim as ‘a
stab in the back for the
miners’ yesterday, al-
though the decision to
pull out union members
in the pits was welcomed.

At Wilson and Matthie-
son in Leeds, convenor
Dick Mitchell said that the
national committee of his
union had struck a blow
against the miners.

‘The decision to refer
our pay claim back to
local level not only lets
the miners down, it lets
our members down as well.’

He said: ‘If claims are
going to be thrown back
to local level, what are we
paying national officials for?
What are they there for?
It’'s a retrograde step.

He thought Workers
Press was ‘exactly right’ to
describe the decision of the

Engineers slam

miners

BY AN INDUSTRIAL REPORTER

Amalgamated -+ Union of
Engineering Workers as
stabbing the miners in the
back.

‘And the TUC decision
to give “general sympathy”,
instead of mobilizing sup-
porting action, is useless,’
he added. °‘If this strike
doesn’t get support, it will
be a repetition of the post-
men’s strike. The Tories
will pick us off piecemeal.’

A similar view came
from Gersham Jones, now
working at the Jaguar
factory in Coventry, but
until 1964 a miner, at
Coventry colliery. ’

He was sacked
part in 1964
strike in the mine.

‘The TUC decision on the
miners’ fight is disgusting’,
Gersham said. ¢

‘They’re leaving
miners on their own.

‘If we had all supported
the postmen last year we
would not have been in this
position this year.

for his
sit-down

the

‘stab’

Dick Mitchell

‘The AUEW decision not
to fight their national wage
claim is a complete let-
down of the miners.

‘All the unions should
come out in support of the
miners. This  individual
effort is no use to the
working class—the Tories
must be thrown out.’

Chris O’Connor, AUEW
convenor at Bird’s Eye,
Kirkby, near Liverpool
said ‘the decision was a
retreat—leaving the miners
in isolation to  fight a
battle we should be in-
volved in’.

Eddie Loyden, president of
the Liverpool Trades Council,
told a mass meeting at the
occupied Fisher-Bendix plant
at Kirkby that all trades
councils on Merseyside had
agreed to support the
stoppage.

Mr Loyden said: ‘The action
of the Fisher-Bendix men is
the first positive action against
unemployment in the area.

‘They are the advance guard
in the fight against unemploy-
ment and they require the
complete mobilization of the
trade union movement.’

Pledge

The councils also called on
the TUC to arrange a 24-
hour nationwide stoppage as
part of a campaign to bring
down the Tory government.

Jack Spriggs, chairman of
the factory’s stewards, told
the 1,000 Fisher-Bendix men
and their families that he had
attended a meeting of
stewards on the docks. They
had pledged to put a ‘black’
on all Thorn Electrical pro-
ducts. Thorn owns the
closure-threatened plant.

Iain Stewart, chairman of
the London (Heathrow) air-
port shop stewards, said 230
stewards had decided to black
Thorn products at the airport.

More engineers

back our
jobs campaign

ENGINEERS in Leicester are
the latest workers to support
the Young Socialists’ Right-to-
Work march and campaign
which culminates with a rally
at London’s Wembley Pool on
March 12.

The city’'s No. 17 Amal-
gamatéd Union of Engineering
Workers branch say they
‘fully back’ the campaign for
the right to work, which is
being taken away by the
‘vicious’ Tory government.

The CAV shop stewards’
committee, Fazakerley, Liver-
pool also supports the Right-

to-work marches and will
donate £20. This decision
followed a meeting at which
a member of the YS national
campaign committee explained
the nature of the campaign.
TOTTENHAM No 7 AUEW
branch has voted to suppoit
the Right-to-Work campaign

and promised a substantial
donation to the campaign
fund. :

_ Their resolution of support
is being put before the
Haringey Trades Council and
the Enfield AUEW district
committee.

YOUNG SOCIALISTS

Right to work

campaign begins

We will be marching from

GLASGOW FEBRUARY 5

LIVERPOOL FEBRUARY 19

SWANSEA FEBRUARY 19
To a mass rally at
EMPIRE POOL, WEMBLEY on MARCH 12

WANTED

Loan of vehicles—road-worthy vans, cars

(reasonable hire will

Accommodation

Please
Clive

..............

ote above form and post to:
national secretary

Right-to-
186a Chp&ln High

URGENTLY

be considered)

]

phone 01-822 7029.




Workers Press, Thrusday Janu-

1., 1972

PAGE TWO

PART THREE

IRELAND: BACKGROUND

JACK GALE continues the history of class struggle

in Ireland.

THE TERRIBLE Irish famine of the 1840s devastated the
country and brought class antagonisms to a head.

Some years after the famine Engels could give a graphic
account of its effects, and of the condition of Ireland generally,

in a letter to Marx:

‘I never thought that famine could have such tangible reality.
‘All western Ireland is covered with ruined cottages. Whole

villages are devastated.
‘This state of affairs

Engels continues:

‘Except for Dublin, the whole
of Ireland—especially the towns
—reminds one of France or
northern Italy since there is a
pleasing profusion of policemen,
priests, lawyers, officials and
country squires.’

‘It would be difficult to under-
stand how all these parasites
live if the distress of the peas-
ants did not supply an answer
to the problem.

‘“Strong measures” are to be
seen in every corner of the coun-
try. The government meddles
with everything and there is no
trace of any so-called self-
government.

‘Ireland may be regarded as
the first English- colony, here
one can see that the so-called
liberty of English citizens is
based upon the oppression of the
colonies.’

Engels went on to say that he
had ‘never seen so many police-
men in any country’.

He wrote: ‘The bleary look of
the bibulous Prussian policeman
is developed to its highest perfec-
tion among the Irish constables,
who carry carbines, bayonets and
handcuffs . . .

Disaster

‘Ireland has been utterly
ruined by the English wars of
conquest from 1100 to 1850—
for it is a fact that the cam-
paigns and the state of siege
have lasted as long as that.”?

The 1840s famine is usually
presented as a ‘natural’ disaster,
but in reality it was no such
thing.

Beginning in 1845, this famine
reached its peak in 1848 when
the entire potato crop failed.

The potato was the staple
food of all the Irish peasantry,
but it was not all they pro-
duced. They also grew grain
crops and kept cattle; these,
however, had to be sold to pay
the landlord his rent.

The value of the normal potato
crop on which the peasants lived,
was around £20m. At the height

of the 1848 famine, the value
of agricultural produce in Ire-
land was some £45m.

In other words, in that

famine year there was enough

food produced in Ireland to

feed twice the population.’

In the wake of starvation
comes typhoid fever.

In 1847, 21,770 people died
of hunger and 250,000 of fever.
In 1848 the figures were 300,000
and 600,000 respectively.

In that same year 2 million
quarters of wheat and barley
were exported from Ireland.? The

1. Engels, letter to Marx, May
23, 1856.

2. C. R. Fay, ‘Life and Labour
in the 19th Century’.
L]

is due to famine, '
clearances; continual oppression has artifically turned the Irish
into an utterly impoverished people.

emigration and

amine and

enians

Charles Stewart Parnell: used the militancy of the Fenians
and the Irish masses as bargaining counters for an alliance
with the Gladstonian Liberals.

merchants, after all, were just as
much entitled to their profit as
the landlords to their rent!

Thus something like 1.25
million people were sacrificed at
the altar of capital in just two
years of Irish history.

In this situation Daniel O’Con-
nell achieved little.

Attempting to form an ‘Irish
Party’ in Westminster, composed
of all Irish MPs — including
Tories! the most he could do
was plead for Poor Relief,

The British parliament reacted
with its usual heartlessness.
Prime Minister Lord Russc.l
declared that aid should be
limited because it was necessary
for ‘the poor to retain their
industrious habits’.?

In the end, all O’Connell got

was the Destitute Poor (Ireland)

3. Seé¢ ‘Ireland:
James Carty.

1785-1850°,

Act, known in the areas where
it operated as ‘The Soup-Kitchen
Act’. The name speaks for itself.

This suffering was the back-
ground to the split in Daniel
O’Connell's Repeal Association
(see prévious article), which led
to the formation of the ‘Irish
Confederation” in 1847 by a
group known as the Young Ire-
landers.

The Young Irelanders, reacting
against O'Connell and his chief
lieutenants, the Irish Catholic
priesthood, responded to the
revolutionary movements then
sweeping Europe, particularly in
Catholic Italy and France in
1848. )

In fact 15,000 people marched
through Dublin in a demonstra-
tion to celebrate the overthrow
of Louis Philippe in France.*

4. See ‘The Politics of Repeal’,
K. B. Nowlan.

A minority of the Young Ire-
land leadership strove to turn
to the revolutionary strength of
the masses and sought to estab-
lish Tenants’ Rights Committees
to resist evictions and rent rises.

Qutstanding among these was
John Mitchel, who advocated a
refusal to pay rents, retention of
crops to feed the starving, and
breaking of bridges, roads and
railways to stop the export of
food.

Mitchel declared: ‘He (Daniel
O’Connell) led the Irish people
all wrong for 40 years.

‘By mere agitation, eternally
half-sheathing a visionary sword,
which friends and foes alike
knew to. be a mere phantom he
had, as he believed, coerced the
British government to pass a
Relief Act, and admit Catholics
to parliament and some offices.

‘Then came the famine . .
to this condition had “moral and
peaceful agitation” brought Ire-
land.

‘Iréland craved for food in
vain. She was to be taught that
the nation which parts with her
nationhood or suffers it to be
wrested or swindled from her,
thereby loses all. . . .

‘And so, clubs weré formed
expressly for arming; rifles were
eagerly purchased; and the
blacksmiths’ forges poured forth
pike-heads. Sedition, treason
were eagerly preached and
enforced; and the “United Irish-
man” [Mitchel’s paper] was
established specifically as an
orgam of revolution.’

Another revolutionary was
James Fintan Lalor, who
denounced Daniel O’Connell as
a ‘foresworn traitor at the helm’
and declared:

‘I will never act with nor aid
any organization limiting itself
strictly to the sole object of dis-
solving the present connection
with Britain and rigidly exclud-
ing every other . . . a mightier
questiony is the land.’

But _these were the excep-
tional men. e

Restricted

Most of the Young Ireland
leaders—such as Smith O’Brien
—regarded the organization as a
comprehensive patiomal move-
ment which would include gen-
try, landowners and capitalists.

For instance, they joined with

5. Quoted from Mitchel's ‘Jail
Journal’, pp. 150-151 in
Carty,” ‘Ireland from Grat-
ton’s Parliament to the
Great Famine’'.

6. See Gavan Duffy ‘Four
Years of Irish History’, pp.
167-168.
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O’Connell and a number of Irish
peers and landowners in an
organization called the Repro-
duction Works Committee to
channel relief into Ireland dur-
ing periods which they described
as ‘imperial calamities’.

When Daniel O'Connell died
in 1847, leaving instructions
that his heart was to be con-
veyed to Rome (!) the Repeal
Organization staggered on for
only a short time under the lead-
ership of his son, John.

The Young Ireland leaders,
however, clung to a nationalism
which rejected revolution at a
time when the people were arm-
ing themselves ready to fight.

At their conference in Feb-
ruary 1848, they deéfeated Mit-
chel and specifically declared
that there was harmony of
interest between landlord and
tenant, and that all their activi-
ties would be henceforth
restricted to parliamentary cam-
paigns.

Meanwhile the Pope of Rome
was also doing his bit for the
cause.

In 1847 Pius IX sent a private
letter to the four Irish arch-
bishops counselling them to
work for ‘the preservation of
peace and order in the coun-
try'—and obligingly provided the
British government with a copy.

Cowardice

Then, following negotiations
with a British emissary, Lord
Minto, Pius issued an edict to all

Catholic clergy in Ireland to
restrict their activities to
spiritual affairs and not to
involve themselves in secular

matters (such as the starvation
and murder of their flocks).”

Helped by the cowardice of
the Young Ireland leaders, and
with the blessing of the Pope,
the British government moved
into action.

Warning placards appeared all
over Ireland and 8,000 troops
were sent to Dublin, Mitchel
was arrested and sentenced to
14 years’ transportation to Tas-
mania.

With Mitchel’s departure, the
remaining Young Ireland leaders
disarmed the workers and peas-
ants even when they came arm
in hand to free those same
leaders from arrest!

(Some of the moderate lead-
ers were also exiled, but were
given plenty of opportunity to
‘redeem’ themselves—one such,
Charles Gavan Dufly, became the
Prime Minister of Victoria, Aus-
tralia.)

Thus the Young Ireland move-
ment collapsed.

The next stage in the devel-
opment of the Irish movement
was the formation of the ‘Irish
Revolutionary Brotherhood’
(known as the Fenian Brother-
hood) in 1857.

The first impulse for this
organization came from America,
where many Irishmen had emi-
grated and were reinforced by
many who had been exiled to
Australia.

Determined

The Fenian Brotherhood, led
at its inception by John
O’Mahoney and James Stephens,
administered oaths, procured
arms and drilled. This military
section was the Irish Republican
Army, the first commander of
which was General Cluseret, later
to be Commander-in-Chief of the
Fédérals in the Paris Commune.?

The Fenian Movement was
linked from its inception with
the most determined
working class struggles in Irish
history—the fight of the bakery
workers for a 12-hour day and
the abolition of night work.

(Kar]l Marx, in ‘Capital’, quotes
from the report of the parlia-

mentary commission which
investigated this dispute: ‘The
committee believe that work

beyond 12 hours has a
tendency to undermine the
health of the working man, and
so leads to premature old age
and death, to the great injury
of families of working men thus
deprived of the care and sup-
port of the head of the family
when most required.”)

Fenianism thus became pow-
erful among the workers in the
larger cities such as Dublin,
Cork, Wexford and Waterford.
In fact, branches of the Inter-
national Working Men's Associa-
tion also flourished in Dublin and
Cork until after the defeat of
the Paris Commune.

Because of its links with the
working class, Fenianis; was
hated, not only by the landlords
and the employers, but also by
the Catholic clergy and the mid-
dle class, both Protestant and
Catholic.

Moreover, the ~absentee Eng-
lish landlords were being joined
in greater and greater numbers
by the so-called ‘gombeen men’.

The Encumbered Estates Act
of 1849 had created a new class

L ]
7. See the Russell Papers,
PRO 1847 and 1848.

8. See John O’Leary, ‘Recollec-

tions of Fenians and Fenian-
ism’'.

of Irish speculators from the
cities who bought up land to sell
or rént at a profit.

Irish tenants found them-
selves not only owing rent to
the old landlord, but frequently
paying heavy interest on loans
from these new speculators.

The  bitterness  engendered
throughout Ireland by these
conditions led to the Fenian up-
rising of 1867, which was
brutally put down. After this,
Fenianism was driven under-
ground but continued as a secret
organization engaged in terrorist
activities.

The ‘official’ Home Rule organ-
ization, however, continued—first
of all in the guise of the Home
Rule League, led by a Protestant
lawyer, Isaac Butts.

Butts has been accurately
described as ‘a scrupulous respec-
ter of the forms and dignity of
the House of Commons (whose)
appeals to English opinions were
tactful and restrained’, while his
organization was ‘a moderated
and inoffensive body aiming at a
moderate and inoffensive mea-
sure of self-government for Ire-
land.?

Desperate

By 1879 the leadership of the
Home Rule movement was in
the hands of Charles Stewart
Parnell.

Parnell used the militaney of
the Fenians and the Irish masses
as bargaining counters for an

alliance with the Gladstonian
Liberals.
But Parnell was in control

only of the movement in the
House of Commons—not in Ire-
land.

He had, for example, no power
over the Land League, which
was formed in 1879 to assist ten-
ants to resist rack-renting and
to fight for temant ownership of
the land, although he became its
nominal president.

Parnell lived in fear of the
Land League which he was sup-
posed to be leading:

As Lyons says: ‘The very
gravity of the land crisis was
enough to give him pause.
Davitt and other responsiblé
leaders might counsel peaceful
measures, but who could tell
how far a desperate and desti-
tute peéasantry might go?

‘Might not the land agitation
become in grim earnest what it
was soon to be called—a land
war?

‘And, if so, what place was
there for a parliamentary leader
in a convulsion of this kind?

9. “The Fall of Parnell’, F. S. L.
Lyons.

Top: Starving peasants attack a potato store during the famine
of 1846. Above: A battering ram being used in an eviction.

‘Might he not either lose con-
trol of the land movement or
else be swept into illegal paths
which would cut him off once
and for all from constitutional
methods?

‘On balance the risk of letting
the movement pass into other
hands was probably greater than
the dangers involved in putting
himself at its head.”®

Thus, Parnell — wyet another
‘sreat Irish patriot’ — sought
Home Rule as part of a bargain,
his side of which was to hold
back the Irish masses.

As Connolly points out: ‘The
rising tide of revolt in Ireland
compelled the Liberal Party to
give a half-hearted acquiéscence
to the demands of the Irish

peasants, and the Home Rule-
Liberal alliance was consum-
mated.’

The ‘half-hearted acquiescence’
was Gladstone’s Land Act of
1881, the much-vaunted reforms
of which were soon undermined
by rising. prices.

The 1880s were bad through-
out the British Isles.

In 1886, unémployment rates
rose as high as 22 per cent in
some industrial areas and there
were riots in industrial cities
throughout Britain.

In 1881 the Irish Land League
called a rent strike and its
leaders, including Parnell, were
gaoled. The same year, the Sec-
retary of State for Ireland, Lord
Cavendish, was murdered in
Phoenix Park.

Evictions

Parnell, however, signed the
‘Kilmainham Treaty’ by which he
secured his release from Kilmain-
ham Prison, was allowed to re-
enter public life and, in return,
undertook to ‘use his influence
against outrage and intimidation
in Ireland.™®

By this time, the position of
Irish tenants and farm labourers
was desperate,

Bad harvests in the late 1870s
were compounded by cheap agri-
cultural imports into Britain
from America. Between 1880-
1882 there were over 200,000
recorded cases of pauper fami-
lies; over 7,000 families evicted;
and 6,000 convictions for ‘agra-
rian outrages’.

10. Lyons, ‘The Fall of Parnell’.

11. Jameés Connolly, ‘Labour in
Irish History’.

12. See Hammond ‘Gladstone
and the Irish Nation’.

One account of some cattle
being seized from a tenant in
arrears reads as follows: -

‘The forces of law were
represented by a sheriff, half a
dozen Property Defence men,
40 members of the Royal Irish
Constabulary, and 50 soldiers—
all armed to the teeth—and a
resident magistrate who appéars
to go about with the Riot Act
pasted in the crown of his hat
ready for an emergency.

‘The tenant and his friends
looked on with the appearance of
deadly hatred and would have
murdered any one of us if they
could.™

Revolution

But the official movement was
moving further and further
away from the masses. Although
the Irish constituencies returned
85 nationalists to Westminster in
1885, Parnell refused to support
the Land League’s ‘Plan of Cam-
paign’ to force rent reductions.

Parnell, in fact, set up the
Irish National League, tightly
controlled by the inner circle of
his Parliamentary Party, in an
attempt to undermine the Land
League and to impose on the
Irish movement a middle-class,
‘respectable’ character in close
alliance with the church.

But despite the collaboration-
ist policies of - their official
leaders, the Irish masses fought
on.

Landlords and théir agents
were executed, evictions resisted,
rents withheld, people who
accepted tenanciés of land from
which others had been evicted
were ‘boycotted’. (The word
‘boycott’ came into existencé
after this treatment was meted
out to one Captain Boycott who
took over such land after an
eviction.)

Riots spread throughout the
countryside on such a scale that
agents of the British government
reported fearfully that revolu-
tion was imminent.

Even Queen Victoria, who.
never set foot in the place, was
moved to complain: ‘These Irish
are really shocking, abominable
people — not like any other
civilized nation’

13. Irish Crime Records quoted
in ‘Coercion and Concilia-

tion in Ireland’, L. P.
Curtis.

14. Joan Haslip, ‘Parnell: A
biography’.
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IRELAND: BACKGROUND

JACK GALE continues the history of class struggle

in Ireland.

THE TERRIBLE Irish famine of the 1840s devastated the
country and brought class antagonisms to a head.

Some years after the famine Engels could give a graphic
account of its effects, and of the condition of Ireland generally,

in a letter to Marx:

‘I never thtought that famine could have such tangible reality.
‘All western Ireland is covered with ruined cottages. Whole

villages are devastated.

“This state of affairs is due to famine, emigration and

clearances; continual oppression has artifically turned the Irish
into an utterly impoverished people.’

Engels continues:

‘Except for Dublin, the whole
of Ireland—especially the towns
—reminds one of France or
northern Italy since there is a
pleasing profusion of policémen,
priests, lawyers, officials and
country squires.’

‘It would be difficult to under-
stand how all these parasites
live if the distress of the peas-
ants did not supply an answer
to the problem.

¢ “Strong measures” are to be
seen in every corner of the coun-
try. The government meddles
with everything and there is no
trace of any so-called self-
government.

‘Ireland may be regarded as
the first English colony, here
one can see that the so-called
liberty of BEnglish citizens is
based upon the oppression of the
colonies.’

Engels went on to say that he
had ‘never seen so many police-
men in any country’.

He wrote: ‘The bleary look of
the bibulous Prussian policeman
is developed to its highest perfec-
tion among the Irish constables,
who carry carbines, bayonets and
handcuffs . . .

Disaster

‘Ireland has been utterly
ruined by the English wars of
conquest from 1100 to 1850—
for it is a fact that the cam-
paigns and the state of siege
have lasted as long as that.”?

The 1840s famine is usually
presented as a ‘natural’ disaster,
but in reality it was no such
thing.

Beginning in 1845, this famine
reached its peak in 1848 when
the entire potato crop failed.

The potato was the staple
food of all the Irish peasantry,
but it was not all they pro-
duced. They also grew grain
crops and kept cattle; these,
however, had to be sold to pay
the landlord his rent.

The value of the normal potato
crop on which the peasants lived,
was around £20m. At the height
of the 1848 famine, the value
of agricultural produce in Ire-
land was some £45m.

In other words, in that
famine year there was enough
food produced in Ireland to
feed twice the population.

In the wake of starvation
comes typhoid fever.

In 1847, 21,770 people died
of hunger and 250,000 of fever.
In 1848 the figures were 300,000
and 600,000 respectively.

In that same year 2 million
quarters of wheat and barley
were exported from Ireland.? The

1. Engels, letter to Marx, May
23, 1856.

2. C. R. Fay, ‘Life and Labour
in the 19th Century’.
1 ]

Charles Stewart Parnell: used the militancy of the Fenians
and the Irish masses as bargaining counters for an alliance
with the Gladstonian Liberals.

merchants, after all, were just as
much entitled to their profit as
the landlords to their rent!

Thus something like 1.25
million people were sacrificed at
the altar of capital in just two
years of Irish history.

In this situation Daniel O’Con-
nell achieved little.

Attempting to form an ‘Irish
Party’ in Westminster, composed
of all Irish MPs — including
Tories! the most he could do
was plead for Poor Relief.

The British parliament reacted
with its wusual heartlessness.
Prime Minister Lord Russu.l
declared that aid should be
limited because it was necessary
for ‘the poor to retain their
industrious habits’.3

In the end, all O’Connell got
was the Destitute Poor (Ireland)

3. Se¢ ‘Ireland:

James Carty.

1785-1850’,

Act, known in the areas where
it operated as ‘The Soup-Kitchen
Act’. The name speaks for itself.

This suffering was the back-
ground to the split in Daniel
O’Connell’'s Repeal Association
(see previous article), which led
to the formation of the ‘Irish
Confederation’ in 1847 by a
group known as the Young Ire-
landers.

The Young Irelanders, reacting
against O’Connell and his chief
lieutenants, the Irish Catholic
priesthood, responded to the
revolutionary movements then
sweeping Europé, particularly in
Catholic Italy and France in
1848.

In fact 15,000 people marched
through Dublin in a demonstra-
tion to celebrate the overthrow
of Louis Philippe in France.}

4, See ‘The Politics of Repeal’,
K. B. Nowlan.

Famine and
Fenians

A minority of the Young Ire-
land leadership strove to turn
to the revolutionary strength of
the masses and sought to estab-
lish Tenants’ Rights Committees
to resist evictions and rent rises.

Outstanding among these was
John Mitchel, who advocated a
refusal to pay rents, retention of
crops to feed the starving, and
breaking of bridges, roads and
;ail:lvays to stop the export of
ood.

Mitchel declared: ‘He (Daniel
O’Conneéll) led the Irish people
all wrong for 40 years.

‘By mere agitation, eternally
half-sheathing a visionary sword,
which friends and foes alike
knew to. be a mere phantom he
had, as he believed, coerced the
British government to pass a
Relief Actt, and admit Catholics
to parliament and some offices.

‘Then came the famine . . .
to this condition had “moral and
peaé:eful agitation” brought Ire-
land.

‘Iréeland craved for food in
vain. She was to be taught that
the nation which parts with her
nationhood or suffers it to be
wrested or swindled from her,
thereby loses all. . . .

‘And so, clubs werée formed
expressly for arming; rifles were
eagerly purchased; and the
blacksmiths’ forges poured forth
pike-heads.  Sedition, treason
were eagerly preached and
enforced; and the “United Irish-

man” [Mitchel’'s paper] was
established specifically as an
organ of revolution.”

Another revolutionary was
James Fintan Lalor, who

denounced Daniel O’Connell as
a ‘foresworn traitor at the helm’
and declared:

‘I will never act with nor aid
any organization limiting itself
strictly to the sole object of dis-
solving the present connection
with Britain and rigidly exclud-
ing every other . . . a mightier
questiory is the land.’

But _these were the excep-
tional men. .

Restricted

Most of the Young Ireland
leaders—such as Smith O’Brien
—regarded the organization as a
comprehensive national move-
ment which would include gen-
try, landowners and capitalists.

For instance, they joined with

5. Quoted from Mitchel's ‘Jail
Journal’, pp. 150-151 in
Carty,' ‘Ireland from Grat-
ton’s Parliament to the
Great Famine’.

6. See Gavan Duffy ‘Four
Years of Irish History’, pp.
167-168.
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O’Connell and a numbet of Irish
peers and landowners in an
organization called the Repro-
duction Works Committee to
channel relief into Ireland dur-
ing periods which they described
as ‘imperial calamities’.

When Daniel O’Connell died
in 1847, leaving instructions
that his heart was to be con-
veyed to Rome () the Repeal
Organization staggered on for
only a short time under the lead-
ership of his son, John.

The Young Ireland leaders,
however, clung to a nationalism
which rejected revolution at a
time when the people were arm-
ing themselves ready to fight.

At their conference in Feb-
ruary 1848, they défeated Mit-
chel and specifically declared
that there was harmony of
interest between landlord and
tenant, and that all their activi-
ties would be  henceforth
restricted to parliamentary cam-
paigns.

Meanwhile the Pope of Rome
was also doing his bit for the
cause.

In 1847 Pius IX sent a private
letter to the four Irish arch-
bishops counselling them to
work for ‘the preservation of
peace and order in the coun-
try'—and obligingly provided the
British government with a copy.

Cowardice

Then, following negotiations
with a British emissary, Lord
Minto, Pius issued an edict to all
Catholic clergy in Ireland to

restrict their activities to
spiritual affairs and not to
involve themselves in secular

matters (such as the starvation
and murder of their flocks).’

Helped by the cowardice of
the Young Ireland leaders, and
with the blessing of the Pope,
the British government moved
into action.

Warning placards appeared all
over Ireland and 8,000 troops
were sent to Dublin. Mitchel
was arrested and sentenced to
14 years’ transportation to Tas-
mania.

With Mitchel’s departure, the
remaining Young Ireland leaders
disarmed the workers and peas-
ants even when they came arm
in hand to free those same
leaders from arrest!

(Some of the moderate lead-
ers were also exiled, but were
given plenty of opportunity to
‘redeem’ themselves—one such,
Charles Gavan Duffy, became the
Prime Minister of Victoria, Aus-
tralia.)

Thus the Young Ireland move-
ment collapsed.

The next stage in the devel-
opment of the Irish movement
was the formation of the ‘Irish
Revolutionary Brotherhood’
(known as the Fenian Brother-
hood) in 1857.

The first impulse for this
organization came from America,
where many Irishmen had emi-
grated and were reinforced by
many who had been exiled to
Australia.

Determined

The Fenian Brotherhood, led
at its inception by John
O’Mahoney and James Stephens,
administered oaths, procured
arms and drilled. This military
section was the Irish Republican
Army, the first commander of
which was General Cluseret, later
to be Commander-in-Chief of the
Fédérals in the Paris Commune.?

The Fenian Movement was
linked from its inception with
one of the most determined
working class struggles in Irish
history—the fight of the bakery
workers for a 12-hour day and
the abolition of night work.

(Karl Marx, in ‘Capital’, quotes
from the report of the parlia-

mentary commission which
investigated this dispute: ‘The
committee believe that work
beyond 12 hours has

a
tendency to undermine the
heéalth of the working man, and
so leads to premature old age
and death, to the great injury
of families of working men thus
deprived of the care and sup-
port of the head of the family
when most required.’)

Fenianism thus became pow-
erful among the workers in the
larger cities such as Dublin,
Cork, Wexford and Waterford.
In fact, branches of the Inter-
national Working Men’s Associa-
tion also flourished in Dublin and
Cork until after the defeat of
the Paris Commune.

Because of its links with the
working class, Fenianis was
hated, not only by the landlords
and the employers, but also by
the Catholic clergy and the mid-
dle class, both Protestant and
Catholic.

Moreover, the ~absentee Eng-
lish landlords were being joined
in greater and greater numbers
by the so-called ‘gsombeen meén’.

The Encumbered Estates Act
of 1849 had created a new class

[}
7. See the Russell Papers,
PRO 1847 and 1848.

8. See John O’Leary, ‘Recollec-

tions of Fenians and Fenian-
ism’.
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of Irish speculators from the
cities who bought up land to sell
or rént at a profit,

Irish tenants found them-
selves not only owing rent to
the old landlord, but frequently
paying heavy interest on loans
from these new speculators.

The Dbitterness engendered
throughout Ireland by these
conditions led to the Fenian up-
rising of 1867, which was
brutally put down. After this,
Fenianism was driven under-
ground but continued as a secret
organization engaged in terrorist
activities,

The ‘official’ Home Rule organ-
ization, however, continued—first
of all in the guise of the Home
Rule League, led by a Protestant
lawyer, Isaac Butts.

Butts has been accurately
described as ‘a scrupulous respec-
ter of the forms and dignity of
the House of Commons (whose)
appeals to English opinions were
tactful and restrained’, while his
organization was ‘a moderated
and inoffensive body aiming at a
moderate and inoffensive mea-
sure of self-government for Ire-
land.?

Desperate

By 1879 the leadership of the
Home Rule movement was in
the hands of Charles Stewart
Parnell.

Parnell used the militanéy of

the Fenians and the Irish masses
as bargaining counters for - an

alliance with the Gladstonian
Liberals.
But Parnell was in control

only of the movement in the
House of Commons—not in Ire-
land.

He had, for example, no power
over the Land League, which
was formed in 1879 to assist ten-
ants to resist rack-renting and
to fight for tenant ownership of
the land, although he became its
nominal president.

Parnell lived in fear of the
Land League which he was sup-
posed to be leading:

As Lyons says: ‘The very
gravity of the land crisis was
enough to give him pause.
Davitt and other responsiblé
leaders might counsel peaceful
measures, but who could tell
how far a desperate and desti-
tute péasantry might go?

‘Might not the land agitation
become in grim earnest what it
was soon to be called—a land
war?

‘And, if so, what place was
there for a parliamentary leader
in a convulsion of this kind?

9. “The Fall of Parnell’, F. S. L.
Lyons.

Top: Starving peasants attack a potato store during the famine
of 1846. Above: A battering ram being used in an eviction.

‘Might he not either lose con-
trol of the land movement or
else be swept into illegal paths
which would cut him off once
and for all from constitutional
methods?

‘On balance the risk of letting
the movement pass into other
hands was probably greater than
the dangers involved in putting
himself at its head.’®

Thus, Parnell — yet another
‘great Irish patriot’ — sought
Home Rule as part of a bargain,
his side of which was to hold
back the Irish masses.

As Connolly points out: ‘The
rising tide of revolt in Ireland
compelled the Liberal Party to
give a half-hearted acquiéscence
to the demands of the Irish
peasants, and the Home Rule-
Liberal alliance was consum-
mated.’!

The ‘half-hearted acquiescence’
was Gladstone’s Land Act of
1881, the much-vaunted reforms
of which were soon undermined
by rising. prices.

The 1880s were bad through-
out the British Isles.

In 1886, unémployment rates
rose as high as 22 per cent in
some industrial areas and there
were riots in industrial cities
throughout Britain,

In 1881 the Irish Land League
called a rent strike and its
leaders, including Parnell, were
gaoled. The same year, the Sec-
retary of State for Ireland, Lord
Cavendish, was murdered in
Phoenix Park.

Evictions

Parnell, however, signed the
‘Kilmainham Treaty’ by which he
secured his release from Kilmain-
ham Prison, was allowed to re-
enter public life and, in return,
undertook to ‘use his influence
against outrage and intimidation
in Ireland.’??

By this time, the position of
Irish tenants and farm labourers
was desperate.

Bad harvests in the late 1870s
were compounded by cheap agri-
cultural imports into Britain
from America. Betwéen 1880-
1882 there were over 200,000
recorded cases of pauper fami-
lies; over 7,000 families evicted;
and 6,000 convictions for ‘agra-
rian outrages’.

10. Lyons, ‘The Fall of Parnell’.

11. Jameés Connolly, ‘Labour in
Irish History’.

12. Se¢e Hammond ‘Gladstone
and the Irish Nation’.

One account of some cattle
being seized from a tenant in
arrears reads as follows: -

‘The forces of law were
represented by a sheriff, half a
dozen Property Defence men,
40 members of the Royal Irish
Constabulary, and 50 soldiers—
all armed to the teeth—and a
resident magistrate who appéars
to go about with the Riot Act
pasted in the crown of his hat
ready for an emergency.

‘The tenant and his friends
looked on with the appearance of
deadly hatred and would have
murdered any one of us if they
could.’®

Revolution

But the official movement was
moving further and further
away from the masses. Although
the Irish constituencies returned
85 nationalists to Westminster in
1885, Parnell refused to support
the Land League’s ‘Plan of Cam-
paign’ to force rent reductions.,

Parnell, in fact, set up the
Irish National League, tightly
controlled by the inner circle of
his Parliameéntary Party, in an
attempt to undermine the Land
League and to impose on the
Irish movement a middle-class,
‘respectable’ character in close
alliance with the church.

But despite the collaboration-
ist policies of - their official
leaders, the Irish masses fought
on.

Landlords and théir agents
were executed, evictions resisted,
rents withheld, people who
accepted tenanciés of land from
which others had been evicted
were ‘boycotted’. (The word
‘boycott’” came into existencé
after this treatment was meted
out to one Captain Boycott who
took over such land after an
eviction.)

Riots spread throughout the
countryside on such a scale that
agents of the British government
reported fearfully that revolu-
tion was imminent.

Even Queen Victoria, who
never set foot in the place, was
moved to complain: ‘These Irish
are really shocking, abominable
people — not like any other
civilized nation’.

13. Irish Crime Records quoted
in ‘Coercion and Concilia-
tion in Ireland’, L. P.
Curtis.

14. Joan MHaslip,
biography’.
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With the US ruling

class in unprecedented

crisis turning its attacks ontc
American workers,

DANY SYLVEIRE reports
on the chaos and pessimism
of the Pabloite YSA

as revealed at their

recent convention.

A balancing
act that
cannot last

long

HOUSTON, Texas was the
scene of the 1l1th Annual
Convention of the American
Young Socialist Alliance.

The YSA is the youth
movement of the revisionist
Socialist Workers’
which is in political sympathy
with the Pabloite ‘Unified
Secretariat of the Fourth
International’.

Holding the alliance’s usual
December 28—]January 1 conven-
tion in Houston meant they
could also have a meeting in
support of the SWP's campagin
for Mayor of Texas—thus enab-
ling them to draw local press
coverage.

And the convention itself was
dominated by the fact that 1972
is election year.

The election gave the YSA
grounds for considerable
pessimism, however.

It would be ‘successful in
channelling people away from
mass actions . . . we must be
prepared for smaller demon-
strations . . . many will drop
into inactivity’, said national
executive member Andy Rose in
his political report.

This pessimism flows from the
total lack of any analysis of
Nixon’s August 15 measures in
this, the period of the greatest
économic crisis in the history of
world capitalism.

The YSA has turned away '
completely from the thrust for- ..

ward of the American working
class, reflected in a call by trade
union leaders for a General
Striké against Nixon’s wage
freeze. :

" Rightward'

Instead, it will be orientated = -

towards the forces attracted to
the Democratic Party through
intervention in its youth con-
ferénces. ’

On every issue the YSA has
turned to the right,

Its national-executive resolu-
tion ‘Strategy for Black
Liberation’ states:

‘Pan-Africanism represents to-
day not only the cultural and
social linkage of  African-
Americans to the African con-
tinent, but an indication of the
internationalism of  African-
Americans.

‘It represents the solidarization
of oppressed African-Americans
with the struggles of African
people and people of African
descent for liberation from
impérialism and capitalism.

‘Pan-Africanism can mean the
linking up of the struggle of
black Americans for liberation
with the struggle of Africans for
liberation.

‘It can mean developing a
revolutionary strategy on the
Américan continent that can
facilitate the destruction of
American imperialism, this being
the best way to speed the
African revolution.’

The YSA has completely sub-
merged itself into every right-
wing, petty-bourgeois tendency
around it in fear of and
hostility to the working class.

Three-quarters of the agenda
was given over comp]etely to
discussion on women’s liberation,
gay liberation, the election cam-
paign and nationalism.

This complete abandonment of
Marxism and Trotskyism now
plunges the YSA into irrevocable
cnsxs .

Attendance was down by
several hundred on the 1970
convention at New York, and
the Houston gathering was also
smaller than the 1969 conven-
tion at Minneapolis.

At its height those attending
numberad inst under 700, but

Party,

at the majority of sessions not
more than 500 were present.
There were hardly any black or
Chicano (Mexican) youth present.

To maintain its rightward
turn the YSA leadership had to
suppress—by threéats of expulsion
and disciplinary measures—
opposition of any kind in the
convention.

Thus the left-wing, which had
become increasingly vociferous
in recent years, was silenced
throughout the 1971 convention.

Most of the main reports and
discussion centred on an attack
on what was described as ‘ultra-
leftism’ or ‘sectarianism’.

Where previously the ‘ultra-
lefts’ had been cynically brushed
off, this time the YSA leadership

‘The YSA has completely sub-
merged itself into every right-

wing, petty bourgeois
tendency.

was faced with constantly having
to confront them—exposing their
real fear.

Mirta Vidal, YSA Chicano
Liberation Director and national
executive member, was unable to
confront the theoretical issues in
her reply to the discussion on
the Chicano struggle. She left the
the platform after the first five
minutes.

The YSA and the whole
‘Unified Secretariat’ are now un-
able to évade the complete
explosion of their revisions of
Marxism. The end of 27 years of
boom now exposes the real
nature of this epoch of capitalism
in its death agony.

Howevér to make a turn to.

the right the YSA has to attempt
to cover its tracks in order to
maintain any kind of credibility.

Therefore it holds wup its
history—the past relations of the
SWP with Trotsky—to prevent
any challenge from the ranks to
its sharp move away from
fTrotsky and all that he fought
or,

The leadership also now begins
to talk about the class struggle
and the working class, which
previously was not even part of
its vocabulary.

Fhis attempt to do a balancing
act cannot succeed for very long.

The YSA cannot bring behind
the banner of Trotskyism its
complete degeneration and right-
ward turn to gay liberation and
drug taking, on which several
resolutions were put forward.

With the American working
class about to come on to the
scene in massive struggles during
1972, the crisis in the YSA must
come to the surface as never
before.
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Lawrence Daly is the first miners’ chief to lead an official
pit strike since the General Strike of 1926. He and his
executive are facing the hardest political battle within the
labour movement since the days of the 1920s. Here he tells
STEPHEN JOHNS how they are facing up to this challenge.

STEPHEN JOHNS: The
strike has begun on an
unprecedented note of
bitterness on the part of
the miners, the NCB and
the Tory government.
Everyone has made the
point that this is a show-
down with the government
and its pay policy. In the
light of this how are the
miners going to win thelr
struggle?

Lawrence Daly: Well the
miners are certainly angry and
bitter at the miserable offer
that the Coal Board have
made. We are all convinced
that this is a result of a direct
instruction from the govern-
ment in pursuit of their
restrictive wage policy. We are
determined to defeat that
policy and we recognize there-
fore that this is not only a
battle against the National
Coal Board but against the
government. The withdrawal of
the latest offer by the Coal
Board has intensified the feel-
ing of bitterness and has
resulted in every area, where
meetings have been held,
giving a unanimous rejection
to the wage offer.

SJ: 1 want to go back
to the example of the post-
men who also started off
their nine-week strike with

‘a feeling" uf .solidarity and °

miljtancy.’.. According ' it
their owh' 'leadetship tley
were forced back because
the TUC 'and. other unions
did not give the help that
might have been expected.
You are facing an even
greater political battle, What
help are you looking for
from the trade unions and
the TUC?

LD: We are seeking with
the assistance of the TUC the
co-ordination of all workers
and all trade unionists engaged
in the transport of coal or
fuel that could be used as a
substitute to coal.* We want
to ensure that these supplies
are not moved so that there
will be virtually overnight a
paralysing effect of the eco-
nomy, that will compel the
coal board to come forward
with a very much bigger
offer.

SJ: In this kind of battle
it’s going to be a defeat for
the government or the
miners — can you envisage
this without support or

*The TUC in fact refused to
co-ordinate transport unions
to help the miners.

industrial action from other
unions — DI’m thinking in
terms of a General Strike.
LD: I could not envisage
a short-term struggle ending
successfully for us without
the support of the other
unions and that is why we
will be pressing for that when
we expect to meet them
tomorrow afternoon (Tuesday).
On the other hand if there is
any weakening of support
from other unions we are still
reasonably confident.

Although it will take some
time longer for the reduction
in coal supplies to make its
impact on the economy—but
nevertheless the government,
by the miners’ action, will be
compelled to yield. But natu-
rally we would prefer that the
struggle is a short, sharp and
victorious one.

SJ: Do you envisage the
government yielding on this
strike without it being
turned out of office?

LD: I think it is conceiv-
able that the government be
compelled to recognize the
justice of the miners’ case as a
consequence of supporting
actions from other unions and
the direct action of the mine-
workers, without necessarily
reaching the stage of them
being turfed out of office,
desirable though that is.

SJ: If the government
make it clear—as indeed
they did in 1926—that they
are determined to smash the
miners as an example to all
other workers, would you
yourself feel it necessary to
escalate the action and call
on the trade union move-
ment to unite in industrial
action to get the govern-
ment out and defeat it?

LD: Yes, indeed this has
been my view over the ques-
tion of th Industrial Rela-
tions Act from the beginning.
It has also been my view, as I
said in my speech at Birming-
ham, on the question of unem-
ployment. There is one slight
difference at the moment —
whether there will be " any
change of policy due to the
development of the situation
as far as the NUM is con-
cerned it’s difficult for me to
say. But at the moment every
area has agreed that the
miners should ensure that
there are supplies of coal to
hospitals, old people’s homes,
old aged pensioners and so
on. It would be difficult on the
one hand to do that and say at
the same time that the hospital
staff should come out to sup-
port our strike, Nevertheless I
would be in favour, if the
government displayed a deter-
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awrence Daly: It's a

battle against the

government’

mination to hold fast on the
offer which they control, if
they indicate they are deter-
mined to smash us, to call
upon the whole trade union
and labour movement to esca-
late industrial action to a point
where it would be possible to
defeat the Tory government.

SJ: I want to go om to
the question of nationaliza-
tion. On vesting day 25
years ago there were great
hopes and aspirations over
nationalization. What do
you think nationalization
has meant for the miners?

LD: Nationalization has
taken the form of a highly
centralized and bureaucratized
structure that to every miner
has been a disappointment. On
the other hand no miner—at
least no miner in his senses—
would dream of going back to
the days of private ownership.
What we do feel is that the
miners have not been given the
full benefits they have put in,
in terms of production, the
past 25 years. That’s why the
miners are so determined to
gain an improvement in wages
and conditions, but secondly
are questioning the whole
structure of the nationalized
industry, recognizing that it is
really'a form of state capital-
ism. They are insisting on the
socialization of the industry
with rdemocratic control at
every level.

SJ: When you say demo-

cratic control do you mean

workers’ control? Is it time

the miners and thejr leaders
demanded worker® control
in the pits?

LD: I agree in principle
with the democratic control of
the industry, or workers’ con-
trol if one cares to use that
phrase. In practice the miners’
union is not even back to the
stage of demanding what they
were demanding in 1919
which, although it was called
workers’ control, was actually
a scheme of 50-50 control
between the employers, who
would be the state, and the
representatives of the unions I
am not satisfied this joint con-
trol is the right answer to the
problem. The miners’ union so
far has not really challenged
the structure that was estab-
lished in 1947 where effective
control remains with the man-
agement. So while the miners’
union have not got to the
stage of working out an alter-
native system of control, I
think this has to come. We
should have a systém in which
the miners—with regard to the
interests of the rest of the

working class will have a.

decisive say in their day-to-
day working lives and in the
conditions which affect their
long-term conditions and
security.
SJ: Would you be in fav-
our of the Labour Party
adding to its programme for

including the mines, a pro-
posal to introduce workers’
control?

LD: It depends on what is
meant by workers’ control.
The technicians as well as the
pick and shovel miner claim
that they are workers, Some
of the people who move from
the coal face on to supervisory
jobs claim that they are work-
ers. It’s a question of working
out a detailed scheme under
which all those who are con-
tributing to the production of
coal and its distribution have
the democratic right to decide
the policies for the industry.
Some people call it industrial
democracy, some people call it
democratic control and some
people talk about workers’

control. In my view it’s not
enough to advance workers’

control as a slogan. I think
sooner or later that we have
got to work out in detail an
alternative scheme of control
which retains democratic deci-
sion making in the hands of
the workers in the industry.

SJ: You would want to
see a Labour government
doing this?

LD: I certainly would.

Tomorrow, in Part Two of

this interview, Lawrence Daly

answers questions on produc-
tivity in the mines,” coal
imports ‘and the Industrml
Relamons Act.

the nationalized industries,

Oakdale colllery, S Wales. Miners leaving the pits as the strike begins.

Fraud tops
the charts -

THE FASTEST growth sector of
Britain’s crime business (and the
economy?) in 1971 was fraud.
‘The amount of money 'involved
was enormous and it is more
prejudicial to the nation’s eco-
nomy than any other type of
crime,, a senior Fraud Squad
officer said the other day.

It is forecast that within a
decade fraud would top the crime
charts.

Last year the 85-man section
of the joint Metropolitan and
City Company Fraud Department
dealt with 280 cases and had a
record number of - rrests.

But it seems .
game has become more sophisti-
cated over the years.

In earlier vears the main Fraud
Squad business was to investi-
gate ‘fiddling the books’ by
hitherto honest businessmen try-
ing to prop up failing concerns.

In 1971, however, the trend of
‘professionalism’ continued, with
more criminals planning ahead
and taking over legitimate
businesses with the intention of
defrauding.

Last+ year Scotland Yard
smashed a number of gangs
specializing in ‘long-term frauds’,
where companies were obtained
to use their good names to get
delivery of huge quantities of
goods to overseas addresses or to
provincial warehouses.

Anyway, the efforts of the
nation’s money-guardians has
apparently cost the fraudsmen a
drop in profits during the year,
from £3.25m to £2.2m.

Mao should
watch out

. the fraud’

MEMO to Chairman Mao: if a
stooped old man wearing pebble
spectacles appears on your,door-
step beégging entry, turn him
away.

It could well be Lord Thomson
of Fleet, the multi-millionaire
newspaper baron. Thomson owns
‘The Times’, ‘Sunday Times’,
‘Scotsman’, ‘Western Mail’ and
‘Belfast Telegraph’ to name just
a few.

In Toronto last week Thomson
gave this unnerving speech:
‘There is no limit to the business
opportunities in Asia.’

He said he had never been
invited to China but added ‘If I
were invited I would jump on
the next plane.

The business opportunities in
a country of almost 800 million
people were almost beyond
imagination, he said.

Many people will remember
Thomson’s visit to Moscow in
the early 1960s. He frightened
the life out of Khrushchev by
putting in a bid for ‘Pravda’.
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No say for Ovambos, but -

- Strike cracks

racist sluave-

labour scheme

BY JOHN SPENCER

Stewards
agree
River Don
hive-off

SHOP stewards at the
River Don steelworks in
Sheffield have recommended
acceptance of British Steel
Corporation proposals to
hive off part of the nation-
alized plant to the privately-
owned Firth Brown’s.

A meeting of more than
1,000 steelmakers at Sheffield
City Hall on Tuesday after-
noon heard their stewards
recommend:

@ Implementation of the
first round hive-off;

® Three-shift working in
th(:,i River Don machine shop;
an

@ A reduction of 400 men
over three years with a great
deal of rationalization.

Ignoring the loss of hun-
dreds of jobs, convenor Ernest
Webster boasted: ‘We've
achieved more than anybody
yet.’

Communist Party members
CIliff Wright, chairman of the
joint shop stewards’ commit-
tee, and Herbert Howarth,
then faced a barrage of ques-
tions.

They admitted that no pay
rate for three-shift working
had been agreed and that the
River Don smelting works
could be closed.

One worker from the floor
pointed out: ‘Fifteen hundred
men have already been sacked.
How many more will go is
not stated.’

Howarth  replied:  ‘Stop
moaning about hiving-off. We
have won a victory. We've
gone as far as we can. Let’s
go in there and fight.’

And Wright said: ‘They
intend making a profit out of
the drop forge area. If you
have your job, you’re all
right.’

With these leading Stalinist
spokesmen arguing for accept-
ance of denationalization, the
Communist Party’s role at
River Don is fully exposed.

They have used the men’s
preparednéss to fight in a
purely opportunist way, por-
traying the first stage of BSC’s
long-term attack as a tem-
porary victory.

Powell hits
at Bangla
Desh workers

ENOCH Powell yesterday
demanded that citizens of
Bangla Desh living in
Britain be considered vir-
tually as aliens.

Harping on his old right-
wing theme of ‘nationality’,
Powell said he could see no
reason | why Bangla Desh
citizens should be treated as
British subjects in the UK.

‘History does not make
them so; sentiment and
allegiance do not make them
so; reason and commonsense
do not make them so,” he
told a Tory luncheon at
Smethwick, Birmingham.

By Powell’s reasoning the
Bangla Desh citizens would

apparently lose even the
restricted rights afforded them
Commonwealth

the
rants’

MIN ERS are plannin%\I to
picket six coal ships at New-
port,
docks to prevent cargoes
going to power stations and
steel plants.

The ships are expected at
the ports in the next few days.

Mr Dai Francis, general
secretary of the Wales miners,
said:. ‘we have the full co-
operation of members of other
unions who will be responsi-
ble for the transportation.’

Cardiff and Swansea’

OVAMBO contract labourers in SW Africa,
whose solid strike has crippled the country’s
commerce and industry over the past month, will
not be allowed a direct voice in negotiations to
end the contract-labour system.

A spokesman for the S
African government in
Pretoria  announced on
Tuesday that the contract-
labour system is to be
replaced by agreements
between the S African
government and tribal
authorities in Ovamboland.

The government is to meet
the Ovambo chiefs at Groote-
fontein, in the barren North
of SW Africa, which is ad-
ministered from Pretoria.

The entire Ovambo labour
force of about 13,000 went
on strike a month
against the system which
ties them to one employer,
restricts them to certain
areas and separates them from
their families for long periods
of time.

The system is one of virtual
slave labour, where the
workers are herded into
barracks and robbed of all
rights.

The S African government’s
decision to negotiate only
with the stooge ‘tribal’ ad-
ministration means that the

workers have no right to
negotiate their own con-
ditions. ’

‘FAIR PLAY’

The government, according

‘to Pretoria, will be acting as

‘referee to ensure fair play
between both sides’.

The S African government
is picturing the Grootefontein
meeting as a triumph for the
‘principle of tolerant consult-
ation’ and a victory over
‘agitators who were exploiting
theé situation and the simple
innocence of the Ovambo
workers’.

The fact that the S African
racialists have been forced to
promise abolition of their
slave-labour system is, on the
contrary, an enormous step
forward in the fight against
apartheid, and a vindication
of the Ovambos’ courageous
strike.

But it remains to be seen
whether the Ovambo
labourers, who will have no
direct say in the Groote-
fontein talks, will recognize
any agreement reached there.
POLICE reinforcements were
flown from Pretoria to Ovam-
boland yesterday ‘to protect
the public for intimidation’,
according to S African polic
commissioner—general Gideon
Joubert.

The reéinforcements flew to
Ondangua, the Ovambos’ main

town. They are the second
wave of police sent into the
territory since the strike
began.

Joubért said ominously that
they would protect those
Ovambos ‘who had been

forced to go on strike and
wished to return to work’.

JAPAN last year suffered its
first decline in steel pro-
duction in nine years because
of the prolonged domestic
business slump, the Japan
Iron and Steel Federation
announced yesterday.

The nation’s crude steel
production in 1971 totalled
88,560,000 metric tons, a
decline of 5.1. per cent from
the record output of 92
million tons in 1970.

The federation also said
Japan produced 78,120,000
tons of rolled steel products

and 63,820,000 tons of pig’

iron in 1971. They were down
4.8 per cent and 5.1 per cent,
respectively, from the previous

year.

News of the steel slump
came  as l{_‘lapanese and
American officials met in

Washington to discuss US
demands for trade concessions.
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ALL MINERS hate
the pits—those places
where men crawl like
animals and lives are
taken cheaply.

In every mining village
slag heaps are a perpetual
reminder of the main factor
in people’s lives.

Most families have suffered
a loss in one way or another.
Maimed limbs, silicosis, dis-
ablement— the pit's exacting
toll is shared evenly.

John Musgrove was just
18 years old when he lost
his right leg in an accident
at Thoresby colliery in North
Nottinghamshire.

‘It was in 1943 when we

ago’

S London
town hall
strike looms

ALL 1,200 members of the
National of
Local Government Officers
in Southwark, SE London,
have endorsed a resolution
the
service workers calling for

Association

from area’s social-

a one-day strike.

The action is in protest
against ‘mismanagement and
chaos’ at the local council.

John Cooke, secretary of
the local NALGO branch,
told Workers Press that a
full branch meeting had
officially pledged full support.

The motion has now been
forwarded to the union’s
emergency committee, which
will discuss the situation at
a national level.

The social-sérvice workers
complain the council has not
provided adequate organiz-
ation and finance for the new-
style area organization of
social services.

They also point out that
there is no clearly-graded
career structure within the
new set-up. Promotion will be
more difficult to get, they say.

Carbon-brush
makers speed

closure plans

CARBON-fibre makers
Morgan Crucible have
brought forward by a year
their plans to shut down
operations in Battersea, S
London.

The 1,200 workers at the
Battersea factory—the largest
still open in the area—will go
on the dole in two years’
time rather than three.

Management says the earlier
shut down has been forced on
them because of a sudden
drop in profits from £4.78m
to an estimated £3.8m for the
1971 financial year.

Because of this, Morgan’s
have decided to speed up the
movement of their carbon-
material and carbon-brush
sections to S Wales.

Already over 1,600 people
are unemployed in the area.
January’s figures are expected
to show a further increase.

were all under pressure to

increase output bécause of
the war.
‘I was sent out of the

fitting shop where I worked
to the pit bank to run tubs
of coal on to the chair. I was
inexperienced at that job.

‘I went to step on the chair
to push an empty tub against
the full ones, something I'd
seen other men doing.

‘LACERATED’

‘Suddenly the seven-ton
tub went down and I nearly
went down the shaft with it
altogether. It fractured my
right leg in a dozen places
below the knee and the safety
gate lacerated my right arm.

‘The manager cut the leg
off —it was nearly off any-
way.’

John was in ‘Spencers’
Union’ at that time, the union
formed by those who wouldn’t
join the General Strike in
Nottinghamshire.

The only compensation he
got from Thoresby colliery’s
owners was the pittance of
7s 6d a week—such was the
estimated price for losing a
leg at the pit through no fault
of your own.

He went back to Thoresby
in 1944 on the surface as a
machinist-improver.

What was January 1, 1947,
like—the day the mines
passed into public ownership?

‘It felt as if a weight had
been lifted off our shoulders.
We thought it was our
industry and we were quite
prepared to make sacrifices to
get itogoing again’, said John.

‘But’ now there seems to be
much-+ more administration
than there was under private
enterprise. The relationships
between men and management
are the same but not so
harsh.

POLITICAL

‘The Labour government
should cut clerical costs and
also charge private industry
the full price for their coal.

‘This strike we're in now is
a political issue. They're
using this strike to make an
example out of us for the rest
of the working class in
Britain.

‘It looks like running up to
another showdown—if the
miners stay out so will power-
men and engineers. If that
carries on there'll be a General
Strike.’

Ecki Barker, a member of
the strike committee at Oller-
ton colliery, Notts, said miners
should stand out for the full
claim.

‘If they offered another £1
Gormley would accept it’, he
warned. ‘But if we are going
to go back for that, we
needn’t have bothered coming
out at all.

‘The general feeling of all
these lads here is that we're
out now and we’ll stick out

or the lot.

NOTTINGHAM

OLDER miners are held in a kind of
special reverence in mining towns, and
they have a special story to tell.
They tell of endless struggle with the
old owners of the pits, of Black Friday
1921 and of the betrayed 1926 General
Strike.

But they also applaud the

leaders.

S i

T

*

Yorkshire coalfields,
and JACK GALE talk to some of these
men—and one of the younger strike

Pickets out
for ‘political show-down’

strikers’ determined effort to win and
stiffen their resistance to sell-out.

PHILIP WADE

M
h ]

Miners from Ollerton pit, Notts, on picket

‘Today they
can’t afford to lose’

BITTER memories — and
grim determination to win
—form the message older
miners have for the strikers
of today.

We met Frank Land, now
71, in Fryston Workingmen’s
Club, Castleford. He worked
at Wheldale pit until he was

Frank Land

forced to retire with failing
eyesight caused by the sweat
running off his forehead.

He started as a miner in
1913, earning ls 3d for an
eight-hour day.

‘In 1921 it was never a
strike—they locked us out.

‘We were out for 14 weeks.
1 got 10s relief .for my wife
and kid. That was more than
what we got at the pit in any
case.

‘We stood out by ourselves
and we lost; they cut the pay
and put an extra half-hour on
the day,” Frank told us.

‘In 1926 we were out from
May to November and we
were sold out.

‘In. the end we had to pay
back all our relief money. I
went to prison for three
weeks in 1929 because I
couldn’t pay my rent.

‘But there’s no comparison
with this strike.

‘Today the lads have more
to lose. We never had mort-
gages and the like.

‘The men today want some-
thing, but if other workers
don’t come out' and support

Newsmen back strike

FLEET STREET news-
men have pledged their
support to the miners’
strike.

A meeting of the Central
London branch of the
National Union of Journa-
lists on Tuesday passed a
unanimous motion con-
gratulating the miners on
‘their decision to stand and
fight rather than accept the
Coal . Board’s miserable
wage offer’.

The branch, which repre-

sents 4,000 union members,
continued:

‘In doing so, the branch
realizes that the NCB is
acting under the restraint
imposed by the govern-
ment’s real, though un-
declared, wages policy...

‘The branch calls on all
its chapels everywhere to
make voluntary collections
for the miners, and asks the
national joint council to
extend this appeal through-
out the union as was done
for the Post Office workers
last year.’

YORKSHIRE

them then God help this

country.

‘And remember I'm drawing
more on my old-age pension
now than I ever earned in
five weeks down the pit,” said
Frank.

His friend Percy Bond, now
70, worked in all the pits in
the Castleford area.

‘In 1926 we had nothing.
We used to go to every shop
in the town for a few bits for
the kids’ soup when
came home from school.

‘But our leaders weren’t
strong enough. Men like A. J.
Cook and Herbert Smith sold
us out.

““In the end we went back
on worse terms than when
we came out. :

‘We returned on less money
and more hours. We lost
everything.

‘But I think they’ll win this
one,” said Percy, who spent
years paying back the relief
he got during the 1926 strike.

The oldest man in the club
was 8l-year-old Joe Williams,
a former underground worker
at Fryston colliery. The first
strike he remembers taking
part in was in 1903.

‘In 1921 we pulled the rail-
way lines up to stop the
soldiers from getting to the
pits — and they never got
therel

‘After the General Strike
was lost it was terrible. It
took me four years to pay
back £58 relief money. They
used to stop it out of my
wages.

‘We just couldn’t carry on
without support. We were
starved back to work.

‘T blame all the wunion
leaders: thev didn’t want to
go on with the fight.

‘But they brought the
troovs in and we had to fight
them,’ said Joe.
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MINERS' STRIKE
DAY FIVE

MIDLANDS miners often live shoulder to shoulder with
industrial workers of the big car, engineering and electrical
factories which sprawl above ground throughout the area.

They are confident and determined to win. In fact the
militancy of the pay struggle in the factories—and the
lessons of their setbacks and sell-outs—infuses the miners’

attitudes.

Here two of them talk to Workers Press.

It’s a battle
to the end,” say
20-year men

MARTIN WALSH, from
Coventry  colliery, has
worked in the pits for 22
years.

‘As far as Coventry miners
are concerned this strike is a
battle to the end,” he told
Workers Press. ‘The other
unions must support us.’

‘We think the TUC has,

betrayed us.

‘It was the Tory govern-
ment which told the Coal
Board not to give us more
than 7 per cent. They must
be got out; the working class
must force them out.

‘A Labour government must
nationalize all industries, give
control to the working men
of all such nationalized indus-
tries, stop paying the ex-
landlords royalties and stop
paying compensation to the
old owners.

* ‘Then. the working men

will be proud to work in this
country.’

Fifty-seven-year-old John
Mills, from the same pit,
thought that if the NCB had
offered £3 there would not
have been a strike.

‘But we really work in the
pits.

‘Any job there ought to be
the top paid of all industries.

DISGUSTING

‘We are only asking for
about £5 a week underground
and £9 a week raise on the
surface, yet this is refused
and the Queen got £1,000-a-
week rise! It is disgusting in a
so-called democratic country.’

Twenty-three years a miner,
John ‘certainly didn’t agree
with the TUC decision’.

. He added: T'm sure there
just has to be a General Strike
to get the Tories out.’

Meet Editorlal Board

speakers. Discuss your

I[deas for the expanded
paper

NEWCASTLE

Thursday January 13
7.30 p.m.
‘Bayhorse’,
Westgate Rd

Speaker :
Alex Mitchell

LEEDS

Sunday January 16
p.m.
Community Centre
Quarry Hlli Flats
Leeds 1
Speaker :
Stepher Johns

workers press

READERS’ MEETINGS

SHEFFIELD

Sunday January 16
7.30 p.m.

YS Premises
Western Works,
Portobello

Speaker :
Stephen Johns

GLASGOW

Monday January 17
7.30 pm

Room 1
Partick Burgh
Lesser Hall
(Nr Merkland St Tube Sin.)

Speaker :
Stephen Johns

A FRESH SW
ccovers the British Isles, be-
tween a low NW of Ireland
and a high over Europe.

All areas will have showers

Tories must
fall, says Devlin

BERNADETTE DEVLIN, MP, said on Tuesday’s Radio 4

programme ‘It’s Your Line’

that socialists should work

together to bring down the Conservative governments
in Ulster and Britain and work towards the creation of
a socialist workers’ republic.

She also said she visualized
a united Ireland as a secular
state. ‘It would be owned,
run and controlled by the
people,’ she said.

WEATHER

airstream

and sunny spells. Some of
the showers are likely to be
heavy especially in the W,
merging at times to give
several hours of rain.

In E areas the showers will
be rather isolated giving long
sunny periods.

Temperatures will be near

or a little milder than normal
for mid January but frost is
likely at night.
Outlook for Friday and Satur-
day: Some bright intervals at
first but becoming mostly
cloudy with rain at times and
snow on mountains. Tem-
peratures falling below normal
except in the NW.

By a Workers Press

correspondent
Children, irrespective of
religion, class or grading,

would have equal opportuni-
ties.

During a discussion on the
possibility of reunification,
Miss Devlin said unity was
not won by the unity of
masters or parliaments.

‘The only unity which can
bring about peace' is the
unity of the working classes.’

During the same programme
another member of the panel,
Mr Roy Bradford, Ulster
Development Minister, said he
found only two cases of
alleged discrimination in un-
employment last year.

Bradford said that a state-

ment by John Hume, MP,
that no one could be a
Stormont minister without
being a member of the
Orange Order, was ‘utter
nonsense’.

The Rev Martin Smyth,

County Grandmaster of the
Orange Lodge, Belfast, said:
‘As long as you have Orange-
men walking in the province
you will not have communism
ruling the province.’

‘Soviet history
‘forgets’ the
- Moscow Trials

SOVIET Communist Party
top brass appear to be
suffering from a devastat-
ing attack of amnesia.

In their latest version of
the party’s history, they have
produced a 606-page survey
of the years 1929-1937 with-
out once mentioning the
Moscow Trials.

Stalin himself — revered
throughout the period by the
bureaucracy as the ‘great
leader and teacher’ — is,
according to the index, men-
tioned only 15 times in the
entire volume.

He is usually simply listed
as a speaker at one or another
party meeting, without giving
the substance of his remarks.

However, Stalin is given
credit for guiding the rapid
industrialization of the USSR
and for ‘combating the anti-
Leninist opposition’.

This is a reference to the
gigantic purges of the Soviet
CP, in which millions of
Soviet citizens were ‘liquid-
ated’ or vanished into prison
camps.

Even the detailed chrono-
logy of events attached to the
main body of the book omits
mention of the first of the
great purge trials of leading
Ilsgssheviks, held in August

It was at this trial that
Lenin’s old comrades Zino-
viev and Kamenev—together
with the Old Bolsheviks
Yevdokimov, Bakayev, Mrach-
kovsky and Ter-Vaganian —
were convicted on trumped
up charges of terrorism and
preparing to assassinate Stalin,
Voroshilov, Kaganovich and
other leading Stalinists.

The book’s silence about
the real history of the 1930s
is not surprising.

The Soviet leaders are
desperately frightened that
the powerful Soviet working
class will take its revenge on
the bureaucracy which
betrayed the October revolu-
tion.

 Despite all the mass
murders and purges, Stalinism
has proved unable to eliminate
the principles of Leninism
from the minds of thinking
Soviet workers.

It still has to maintain
camps to receive the Bukov-
skys and Synyavskys of the
anti-Stalinist opposition, with
the threat of the terrible psy-
chiatric prisons for its most
determined opponents like
General Grigorenko. ’

The editor of the new
‘History’, central committee
member Pyotr Pospelov, also
has more personal reasons for
wanting to conceal the truth
about the 1930s.

He was intimately con-
cerned with the carrying-
through of the purges,

especially the trial of Bukharin
and Rykov in 1937.

Pospelov’s article  ‘The
struggle of Bukharin and
Rykov against Lenin and the
party’, published in ‘Pravda’
on March 13 that year, was
the signal for the unleashing
of the 1937 purge.

A tissue of Stalinist lies
from start to finish, the article
denounced Bukharin, Rykov
and Tomsky for ‘criminal
links’ with Trotsky.

Pospelov’s suppression of
these chapters of Soviet his-
tory shows he has fully
absorbed the lessons of the
Stalin school of falsification,
in which he was once such an
able pupil.

Presumably, the present
Soviet leadership regards him
as amply qualified to head the
‘Institute of Marxism-
Leninism’ which he currently
directs.

be

His latest efforts will
particularly appreciated by
the leaders of the British CP,
who faithfully supported :every
action of Stalin against the
Soviet working - class and
have not to this day retracted
their slanders against the
Bolshevik leaders murdered
by Stalin.

Make the Tory government
resign!

Return a Labour govern-

ment pledged to restore full

employment and repeal all
laws against the unions!

LUTON: Thursday January
13, 8pm. Recreation Centre,
Old Bedford Rd. ‘Support
the miners’.

CORBY: Wednesday
January 19, 8pm. Civic
Centre., The ‘Right-to-Work’
campaign.

N LONDON:
January 13, 8pm.
Hall, Edmonton.
pay struggle.

Thursday
Town
Miners’

KEIGHLEY:
January 13,

Thursday
7.30 pam.

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

Keighley Workingmen’s
Club. ‘The miners’ strike’.

SE LONDON: Thursd

January 13, 8pm. Deptfor:
Engineers’ Club (opposite
New Cross Station). Support
the miners.

COVENTRY: Sunday
January 16, 11.a.m. Golden
Eagle, Keresley, nr Coventry.
‘The miners’ strike and the
fight against the Tories.’

SW LONDON: Tuesda
January 18, 8pm. Small Ha
Clapham  Manor  Baths,
Clapham Manor St, SW4.
‘Right-to-Work’ campaign.

CROYDON:
January 20, 8pm.
House, Coombe
Croydon. Support
miners.

Thursday

Ruskin
Rd, E
the

Socialist Labour League
Speclal course of lectures

In line with decision of ATUA November 6 conference to
build revolutionary party.

TUESDAY JANUARY 18
Essential Marxism

TUESDAY JANUARY 25
Economics and Politics

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 1
Historical Materialism today
Lecture Room 1
Digbeth Hall, Digbeth
BIRMINGHAM, 8 p.m.

given by
G. HEALY (SLL national secretary)
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