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Bhutto
faced
with
unrest

BY A FOREIGN
CORRESPONDENT

PAKISTAN’S new ruler
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto is run-
ning into trouble with
national minorities in the
West now that his forces

have been defeated in
Bangla Desh.
The Baluchi and Pathan

peoples who live along the
border with Afghanistan have
long resented Punjabi chauvin-
ism and rule from Islamabad.

The victory of Bangla Desh
and the ousting of Yahya
Khan have encouraged them
to press their démands.

In the Baluchistan capital
of Quetta, police killed one
man and injured three others
during a demonstration against
Bhutto's nominee for the post
of provincial governor.

‘Wild scenes’

The shootings occurred after
what were described as ‘wild
scenes’ at’ Quetta
when the provincial governor
and his entourage landed
there.

The new governor, Ghaus
Raisani, supports
Bhutto’s People’s Party in the
provincial assembly. But the
majority in the assembly be-
longs to the National Awami
Party.

The appointment was
attacked last week by Khan
Abdul Wali Khan, leader of
the National Awami Party,
who is at present in Rawal-
pindi for talks with President
Bhutto. ‘

In a desperate attempt to
hold together what is left of
Pakistan, Bhutto is making
tough speeches about reclaim-
ing lost territory.

His latest proposal—for a
referendum in Kashmir and
Bangla Desh to decide their
relationship with Pakistan—
was greeted with derision by
the Indian government yester-
day.

Backing trips

. Bhutto is planning trips in
the near future to China, the
Soviet Union and possibly the
United States in an attempt
to win backing for his new
government.

In Bangla Desh, meanwhile,
acting President Nazrul Islam
is trying to bury the hatchet
with” the United States and
China, which both supported
Pakistan during the war.

He called on President
Nixon and Chairman Mao to
recognize Bangla Desh as a
reality and said he would
welcome any gestures of
friendship.

Phoneye
lather

YESTERDAY'S ‘Morning Star’
worked itself into a lather of
phoney indignation = because
Edward Heath didn't protest
about the bombing of North
Vietnam.

Its editorial described the
lack of protest from the Tory

leader as ‘disgraceful’ (twice), |

‘outrageous’ and ‘shameful’,
contrasting it unfavourably
with the disapproval voiced
by Maurice Schumann on be-
half of the French government.
The ‘Star’ called for ‘pres-
sure from the people insisting
as a matter of urgency that
both Heath and Wilson pro-
test against the bombings,
dissociate from the US war,
and urge the withdrawal of
all US forces’. .
Just what do the Stalinists
expect of the Tories, who
have never made any secret
of their wholehearted support
for counter-revolution all over
the world? .
The truth is that they will
mount any number of protest
diversions té put pressure: on
the Tories, but they will not
fight to force them to resign.

Airport. -

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

MEASURED-DAY

massive increase in unemployment

during 1971.

The latest figures on output at Upper
Clyde Shipbuilders prove dramatically that
productivity bargaining is a direct cause of
the year’s record jobless totals.

They show that while output has rocketed by
30 per cent in the upper Clyde yards during the last
five years employment has more than halved to

7,200 men.

Apart from 1966-1967,
the biggest recorded in-
crease in output was this
year when shipping
launched increased by
over 7,000 tons, despite a
drop in the labour force
of 4,000 over the Ilast
two years.

The basis of the drastic

cut in the work force was
a productivity deal agreed

when the now-bankrupt
UCS  consortium  was
formed.

Prime mover in the bid
to boost cutput was Boiler-
makers’ Society President
Danny McGarvey.

Less than six months
after UCS was formed
McGarvey concluded:

‘The company is on its
feet now and ready to start
walking. We hope it will be_
possible to start running by,
1969, ‘The directors have
concluded redundancies in a
most humane way.’

It was this most ‘humane’
approach to mass sackings
that characterized the short
history of UCS.

Always the union leaders
were ready to trade jobs
and speed-up with the man-
agement.

Mobility
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1 and

One of the most blatant
examples of this came in
1968 when McGarvey —
faced with a management
threat of total closure —
forced through a produc-
tivity deal which involved
mobility  between  crafts
within  the steel-making
trades, re-grading of 500 pay
differentials into  seven
scales, re-training of
workers made redundant
and acceptance of job-
evaluation.

In May 1969 McGarvey
told the UCS boilermakers
who dared to take time off
work ‘to get the hell out of
the industry’.

Later in the same year he
forced through a package
which made 3,000 men
redundant and persuaded
his members to waive a 5s
increase.

The UCS story is only
part of a national trend in
British capitalism.

The latest statistics on
country-wide productivity
show that a record 8-per-
cent increase during the
year was achieved almost
entirely because of a
* sha drop in numbers
employed.

On December 17, Martin
Jukes, Engineering Em-
ployers’ Federation Presi-
dent told businessmen that
even with a revival of eco-

nomic activity, employers
would not recruit new
labour, but increase the
rate of exploitation of

those that remain.

The productivity bonanza,
which Communist Party
members like UCS steward
James Reid boast about, has
been an important factor in
strengthening the bosses’
war to weaken the working
class by unemployment.

UCS productivity figures
prove one thing — closures
and unemployment cannot

be halted by working
harder. &
Solution

They will not be pre-
vented by promises of ‘full
co-operation’ with the new
OWNETS.

The solution remains a
socialist one, and therefore
a political one—the nation-
alization of industries, like
shipbuilding, without com-
pensation and under
workers’ control.

This means the Tory gov-
ernment must be forced to
resign.

This is the issue that the
Stalinists and men like
McGarvey have consciously
dodged - on the Clyde.

MDW clash at Leyland’s
Longbridge factory

BRITISH-LEYLAND is pre-
paring to force through the
Measured-Day Work pay
system at its Austin-Morris
car plant at Longbridge,
Birmingham.

It claims ‘remarkable suc-
cess’ with the changeover
from piecework to MDW at
its Cowley plants in Oxford.

The facts are somewhat
different.

Stubborn resistance to
MDW continues throughout
the Cowley body-and-assembly
complex. Leyland is in fact
extremely worried about its
inability to  exploit the
system at Cowley. )

No MDW agreement exists
there with the unions,

And earlier this month the
company was forced to come
to terms with shop stewards

about the conditions under
which work-study men
operate. )

These terms give very

extensive union control and
will certainly not ease Ley-
land’s problems.

Admission
The company has been

BY DAVID MAUDE

policies of -stewards there,"
they have been unable to get
an agreement signed.

Leyland’s strategy here was
to split the men with a threat
of unemployment.

Marina rate
In September last year, the
Cowley pieceworkers struck
over the rate of pay which
was to operate prior to the

Marind going into volume
production on the plant’s
South side.

Leyland wanted the nucleus
of its labour force on the
new model drawn from the
discontinued Minor 1000 line
and paid an interim flat rate
of 84p an hour.

This was £6 to £7 less than
they should have received
under a movement-of-labour
agreement. If accepted, it
would also - have breached
established practice that new
lines were manned by can-
vassing all pieceworkers in the
plant.

After six weeks union
officials forced a return
against bitter opposition from
the stewards. ‘

The terms on which they
did so opened the door to the
next phase of Leyland's MDW
push. )

Early in  November, the
company threatened that it
would not proceed with the
Marina unless the system was
accepted.

This meant the creation of
a surplus labour pool of 400
to 500 men.

And it was this threat —
clearly masking an even more
serious one of eventual redun-
dancy—that Leyland used to
impose MDW into the South
side without any agreement
with the unions.

Ultimatum
The company's ultimatum
to the South-side men in mid-
January this year was: accept
MDW for £1 an hour or go
into the pool with a big cut
in earnings.

In July they extended the
system to the factory’s North
side on the same basis.

A fight against MDW at
Longbridge will require the
utmost vigilance on all these
fronts.

Revolt

over
Ulster
news
clamp

BY ALEX MITCHELL

CENSORSHIP of news

from Ireland explo

into a major political row
yesterday when reporters

and film producers at
BBC revolted.
. They have

manner’,
Unless this demand
met by January 10,

editorial staff will introduce

a total ban on visits
Ireland by news staff.

The one-page document
pro-

says that reporters,
ducers and technicians

meeting increasing pressure
censor
affairs

to hold back or
news and current
items.

Integrity

‘The integrity

journalists trying to do a
difficult job is being openly

challenged. Pressure
applied in a variety
ways.”

The circular lists several
ways in which the political

muzzle is used:

@® Programmers :are simply

refusing
material.
@ Pressure

to put
comes

in. N Ireland who
openly act as censors’.

@® BBC N Ireland is with-

drawing permission
réporters
to talk to some
Catholic priests.

Some BBC staff h

been banned from Ulster by.

the corporation because

the “‘controversial nature’

programmes they have b

responsible for in the past.

‘We emphasize’

circular adds, ‘that increas-
ing censorship is not just

being exercised within

BBC; independent television
also
experiencing the corrupting

the préss “are:

self-defeating hand

censorship.’

Backed down

The revolt at the
comes on the eve of
corporation’s decision

to go ahead with a pro-
posed debate on the Ulster
Stor-
Westminster

situation  involving
mont and
politicians.
The BBC  has
grammeé following press
from Tory ministers.
Two months, ago
Independent Televisi

Authority banned—-without
even seeing—a film called
‘South of the Border’ made

by Granada's World

Action team.

® KEITH GRAVES, BBC
TV reporter and frequently
the BBC’s industrial corres-

pondent, issued a statem

yesterday saying he knew

nothing about the circu

‘The views expressed in it

are inaccurate and we h

no intention of taking any

notice of the call to s
work in N Ireland. We
not feel any strictures
our coverage at all.’

@ IN BELFAST a spokes-

man for the N Ireland C
Rights Association has ¢
firmed that a protest ma
against internment will
held on Sunday. Dem

strators will converge from

various parts of the city
a rally in a park.

Speakers will be two b :
MPs, Paddy Devlin and and shop stewards this morn-
Austin  Currie, and civil ing to report the outcome of
rights organizer Kevin Mc- | Yesterday's discussions.
Cuigage . 1R, Basiiony It may be the first real
regulations all rallies and e e ders

marches aré illegal.

circularized
an unsigned letter in Fleet
St demanding the right to
work ‘in an open and free

from
BBC heads of department
‘now

and producers
civil
rights leaders' and Roman

BBC

now
backed down from the pro-

ded
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AUEW executlve member Bill John didn't injure his arm in talks
with Rolls-Royce management at the Tothill St headquarters of
the Englneering Employers’ Federation in London yesterday. in
fact the negotiators quickly found a formula to recommend to
the Bristol strikers, who are in the eighth week outside the gates.

ure
the
on
BY AN INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT

SHOP STEWARDS at Rolis-Royce’s Bristol
aero-engine plant said yesterday they had been
kept completely in the dark about union leaders’
talks with the company about a return-to-work
formula.

The talks, which began last
Thursday but were adjourned
over the Christmas holiday,
in London

in

ent
lar.

ave

top | ended yesterday
do with agreement on a formula
on which will be put to a mass

meeting this afternoon.

Neither Bill John, engineers’
union executive member, nor
transport union  national
officer Tom Crispin would be
drawn on details. But the
feeling among union - officials
appears to be that they will
have a hard time achieving a
return on basis of the formula.

ivil
on-
rch

be
on-

to

They will meet local officials

of the eight-
week-old strike have heard
from the talks, which have

forced to admit that 30 direct
workers’ man-hours are still
needed to complete a vehicle
in the plant, compared to
Chrysler's 24 and Ford’s 19.

The continuing struggle
against the implications of
MDW at Cowley is the result
of a long campaign by the
shop stewards.

At the Cowley body plant,
formerly Pressed-Steel Fisher,
treacherous opportunism by
union national officials has
given Leyland a MDW agree-
ment.

Leaders of the Transport
and General Workers’ Union
instructed stewards to nego-
tiate MDW, and then signed
for it on the strength of a
completely phoney promise of
control over line-speeds and
manning.

Treachery by the wunion
chiefs also played a role at
the assembly plant, but
despite public attacks on the

Investment slump in shipping

INVESTMENT in British
shipping has shrunk from
more than 12 per cent of
the world tetal to about
3 per cent in just over a

year.

Shipbuilders have laid
the blame for the slump at
the door of the Tory govern-
ment, which abolished the
20 - per - cent investmdnt
grants soon after coming to

power. b

This money was usable
throughout the world and
did not depend on the
making of profits.

Grants have been replaced
by allowances against tax
and at a lower rate.
Although the Tory ‘lame-
duck’ philosophy has un-
doubtedly = speeded the

BY PHILIP WADE

collapse of the British
shipbuilding industry, the
driving force remains the
fall in world trade as a
whole.

Over 3.3 million tons of
shipping are laid up
throughout the world for
lack of work. The figure
has jumped 200 per cent
since August.

Freight rates have been
falling continuously for the
past ‘year, according to the
Chamber of Shipping..

It is in this context that
new orders for commercial
ships in Britain this year
have only just amounted to
1 million tons. And half of
this is for one order in

Beifast. The total is un
half of the 1968 figure
2.5 million tons.

Chamber of Shipping pre-
sident John Kirby is warn-
ing of an absolute decline
in the British shipping fleet
if investment is not stepped

up with help from
government.

‘Someone must carry our
- trade,” he said recently, ‘and
if British ships cannot, some

other flag will.’

It is clear, however, that
the Tory government sees
little hope for the ailing,
outdated British shipbuild-
- ing industry.
In fact they are closing

down the Shipbuilding

dustry Board at the end of

this week.

been kept strictly undér
wraps.

No increase

der
of

No increase is understood
to have been made in the
company’s £1.50 money offer,
and it is not known whether
Rolls has- withdrawn its de-
mand that 50p of this be
offset against any  national
rise in engineering.

The stewards  yesterday
morning refused an officials’
request to let three oil-
tankers into the factory so
that an orderly return to
work would be possible if
necessary.

the

24-hour picketing went on
right through the holiday in
support of the workers’ claim
for a cost-of-living rise.

In-

‘the
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Forward to a weekly ‘Keep Left’ in 1972

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday January 8, 2.30 p.m.

East India Hall, East India Dock Rd, London Ei4
Young Socialists National Speaking Contest

PRESENTING THE NEW YOUNG S.OCIALISTS‘1972 FILM

Tickets 40p (Including Meeting and Dance)

Avallable from 186a Clapham High St, London SW4. —

3p

Bombing raids in 4th day, but
Liberatio
forces trample
on puppet

BY JOHN SPENCER

ROUND-THE-CLOCK bombing raids on Nerth
Vietnam went into their fourth straight day
yesterday as the United States tried to stem
the highly successful National Liberation Front
offensives in Laos and Cambodia.

Two hundred air force
and navy jets are flying con-
tinuous sorties to what the
Pentagon describes as
‘limited  targets’, though
details of the bombing are
being kept strictly wunder,
wraps.

The Americans can expect
just as much success with this

attempt to blast the N Viet-
namese people into sub-

‘ mission. as they had before

the so-called ‘bombing pause’
three years ago.

Their attack is primarily a
reaction to the unprecedented
series of defeats suffered by
America’s puppet allies in
neighbouring Cambodia and
Laos.

The  current dry-season
offensive of the Indo-Chinese
liberation forces is advancing
more extensively and more
rapidly than in any previous
year.

The Americans’ chief fear—
openly admitted by military
spokesmen in Saigon—is that
advances in Laos and
Cambodia are only the prelude
to huge NLF attacks in S
Vietnam.

The run-down of American
ground troops — forced on
Nixon by large-scale opposi-
tion to the war both within
the army and among the US
population—Ileads to increased
reliance on means of ‘tech-
nological genocide’.

But even electronic sensors
and computers are proving
inadequate to maintain ram-
shackle military dictatorship.

In Laos, government troops
driven off ‘the Plain of Jars
ten days ago were yesterday
forced to vacate the Bolovens
Plateau, from which the US
has long tried to dominate

“the Ho Chi Minh trail.

Like  Lon Nol's army in
neighbouring Cambodia the
Laotian forces have apparently
‘lost the will to resist in the
face of a determined com-
munist offensive.

The strategic town of Pak-
song was evacuated without a
fight because—as a spokesman
put it—the defenders ‘did not
want to suffer heavy casualties
trying to hold the town’.

The liberation forces’ next
objective is the town of Long
Cheng, headquarters of the
pro-American army of Meo
tribesmen led by Gen Vang
Pao and trained by the
Central Intelligence Agency.

Special Evening Attraction
7.30 p.m.-10.45 p.m.

PETE BANKS SOUND and

‘“THIRD WORLD WAR’
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BY A FOREIGN
CORRESPONDENT

PAKISTAN’S new ruler
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto is run-
ning into trouble with
national minorities in the
West now that his forces
have been defeated in
Bangla Desh.

The Baluchi and Pathan
peoples who live along the
border with Afghanistan have
long resented Punjabi chauvin-
ism and rule from Islamabad.

The victory of Bangla Desh
and the ousting of Yahya
Khan have encouraged them
to press their démands.

In the Baluchistan capital
of Quetta, police killed one
man and injured three others
during a demonstration against
Bhutto's nominee for the post
of provincial governor.

‘Wild scenes’

The shootings occurred after
what were described as ‘wild
scenes’ at  Quetta
when the provincial governor

and his entourage landed
there.

' The new governor, Ghaus
Bakhsh  Raisani, supports

Bhutto’s People’s Party in the
provincial assembly. But the
majority in the assembly be-
longs to the National Awami
Party.

The appointment was
attacked last week by Khan
Abdul Wali Khan, leader of
the National Awami Party,
who is at present in Rawal-
pindi for talks with President
Bhutto. .

In a desperate attempt to
hold together what is left of
Pakistan, Bhutto is making
tough speeches about reclaim-
ing lost territory.

His latest proposal—for a
referendum in Kashmir and
Bangla Desh to decide their
relationship with Pakistan—
was greeted with derision by
the Indian government yester-
day.

Backing trips

Bhutto is planning trips in
the near future to China, the
Soviet Union and possibly the
United States in an attempt
to win backing for his new
government.

In Bangla Desh, meanwhile,
acting President Nazrul Islam
is trying to bury the hatchet
with” the United States and
China, which both supported
Pakistan during the war.

He called on President
Nixon and Chairman Mao to
recognize Bangla Desh as a
reality and said he would
welcome any gestures of
friendship.

Phoney'
lather

YESTERDAY'’S ‘Morning Star’
worked itself into a lather of
phoney indignation because
Edward Heath didn’t protest
about the bombing of North
Vietnam.

“Its editorial described the
lack of protest from the Tory

leader as ‘disgraceful’ (twice), |

‘outrageous’ and ‘shameful’,
contrasting it unfavourably
with the disapproval voiced
by Maurice Schumann on be-
half of the French government,
The ‘Star’ called for ‘pres-
sure from the people insisting
as a matter of urgency that
both Heath and Wilson pro-
test against the bombings,
dissociate from-the US war,
and urge the withdrawal of
all US forces’. .
Just what do the Stalinists
expect of the Tories, who
have never made any secret
of their wholehearted support
for counter-revolution all over
the world? .
The truth is that they will
mount any number of protest
diversions té put pressure on
the Tories, but they will not
fight to force them to resign.

Airpart |

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

MEASURED-DAY WORK  and

rationalization have

massive increase in unemployment

during 1971.

The latest figures on output at. Upper
Clyde Shipbuilders prove dramatically that
productivity bargaining is a direct cause of
the year’s record jobless totals.

They show that while output has rocketed by
30 per cent in the upper Clyde yards during the last
five years employment has more than halved to

7,200 men.

Apart from 1966-1967,
the biggest recorded in-
crease in output was this
year when shipping
launched increased by
over 7,000 tons, despite a
drop in the labour force
of 4,000 over the last
two years.

The basis of the drastic

cut in the work force was
a productivity deal agreed

when the now-bankrupt
UCS  consortium was
formed.

Prime mover in the bid
to boost output was Boiler-
makers’ Society President
Danny McGarvey.

Less than six months
after UCS was formed
McGarvey concluded:

‘The company is on its
feet now and ready to start
walking. We hope it will be_
possible to start running. b4,
1969, The directors have
concluded redundancies in a
most humane way.’

It was this most ‘humane’
approach to mass sackings
that charagcterized the short
history of ‘UCS.

Always the union leaders
were ready to trade jobs
and speed-up with the man-
agement.

Mobility
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One of the most blatant
examples of this came in
1968 when McGarvey —
faced with a management
threat of total closure —
forced through a produc-
tivity deal which involved
mobility between  crafts
within  the steel-making
trades, re-grading of 500 pay
differentials into seven
scales, re-training of
workers made redundant
and acceptance of job-
evaluation.

In May 1969 McGarvey
told the UCS boilermakers
who dared to take time off
work ‘to get the hell out of
the industry’.

Later in the same ygar he
forced through a patkage
which made 3,000 men
redundant and persuaded
his members to waive a 5s
increase.

The UCS story is only
part of a national trend in
British capitalism.

The latest statistics on
country-wide productivity
show that a record 8-per-
cent increase during the
year was achieved almost
entirely because of a
" sha drop in numbers
employed.

On December 17, Martin
Jukes, Engineering Em-
ployers’ Federation Presi-
dent told businessmen that
even with a revival of eco-

nomic activity, employers
would not recruit new
labour, but increase the
rate of exploitation of

those that remain.

The productivity bonanza,
which Communist Party
members like UCS steward
James Reid boast about, has
been an important factor in
strengthening the bosses’
war to weaken the working
class by unemployment.

UCS productivity figures
prove one thing — closures
and unemployment cannot
be halted by working
harder. v

Solution

They will not be pre-
vented by promises of ‘full
co-operation’ with the new
owners.

The solution remains a
socialist one, and therefore
a political one—the nation-
alization of industries, like
shipbuilding, without com-
pensation and under
workers’ control.

This means the Tory gov-
ernment must be forced to
resign.

This is the issue that the
Stalinists and men like
McGarvey have consciously

dodged on the Clyde.

MDW clash at Leyland’s
Longbridge factory

BRITISH-LEYLAND is pre-
paring to force through the
Measured-Day Work pay
system at its Austin-Morris
car plant at Longbridge,
Birmingham.

It claims ‘remarkable suc-
cess’ with the changeover

from piecework to MDW at
its Cowley plants in Oxford.

The facts are somewhat
different.
Stubborn resistance to

MDW continues throughout
the Cowley body-and-assembly
complex. Leyland is in fact
extremely worried about its
inability to  exploit the
system at Cowley.

No MDW agreement exists
there with the unions.

And earlier this month the
company was forced to come
to terms with shop stewards
about the conditions under

which work-study men
operate.
These terms give very

extensive union control and
will certainly not ease Ley-
land’s problems.

Admission

The company has been
forced to admit that 30 direct
workers’ man-hours are still
needed to complete a vehicle
in the plant, compared to
Chrysler’s 24 and Ford’s 19.

The continuing struggle
against the implications of
MDW at Cowley is the result
of a long campaign by the
shop stewards.

At the Cowley body plant,
formerly Pressed-Steel Fisher,
treacherous opportunism by
union national officials has
given Leyland a MDW agree-
ment.

Leaders of the Transport
and General Workers’ Union
instructed stewards to nego-
tiate MDW, and then signed
for it on the strength of a
completely phoney promise of
control over line-speeds and
manning.

Treachery by the wunion
chiefs also played a role at
the assembly plant, but
despite public attacks on the

BY DAVID MAUDE

policies of stewards there,
they have been unable to get
an agreement signed.

Leyland’s strategy here was
to split the men with a threat
of unemployment.

Marina rate

In September last year, the
Cowley pieceworkers struck
over the rate of pay which
was to operate prior to the
Marina going into volume
production on the plant’s
South side.

Leyland wanted the nucleus
of its labour force on the
new model drawn from the
discontinued Minor 1000 line
and paid an interim flat rate
of 84p an hour.

This was £6 to £7 less than
they should have received
under a movement-of-labour
agreement. If accepted, it
would also have breached
established practice that new
lines were manned by can-
vassing all pieceworkers in the
plant.

After six weeks union
officials forced a return
against bitter opposition from
the stewards. :

The terms on which they
did so opened the door to the
nexf1 phase of Leyland’s MDW
push.

Early in * November, the
company threatened that it
would not proceed with the
Marina unless the system was
accepted.

This meant the creation of
a surplus labour pool of 400
to 500 men.

And it was this threat —
clearly masking an even more
serious one of eventual redun-
dancy—that Leyland used to
impose MDW into the South
side without any agreement
with the unions.

Ultimatum

The company’s ultimatum
to the South-side men in mid-
January this year was: accept
MDW for £1 an hour or go
into the pool with a big cut
in earnings.

In July they extended the
system to the factory’s North
side on the same basis.

A fight against MDW at
Longbridge will require the
utmost vigilance on all these
fronts.

Revolt
over
Ulster
news
clamp

BY ALEX MITCHELL

CENSORSHIP of news
from Ireland exploded
into a major political row
yesterday when reporters
and film producers at the
BBC revolted.

They have circularized
an unsigned letter in Fleet
St demanding the right to

work ‘in an open and free

manner’.
Unless this demand is
met by January 10, the

editorial staff will introduce
a total ban on 'visits to
Ireland by news staff.

The one-page document
says that reporters, pro-
ducers and technicians are
meeting increasing pressure
to hold back or censor
news and current affairs
items.

Integrity

‘The integrity of
journalists trying to do a
difficult job is being openly

challenged. Pressure is
applied in a variety of
ways.!

The circular lists several
ways in which the political
muzzle is used:

@ Programmers -are simply

refusing to put out
material.
@ Pressure comes from

BBC heads of department
in, N Ireland who ‘now
openly act. as censors’.

@® BBC N Ireland is with-
drawing permission for
réporters and producers
to talk to some civil
rights leaders and Roman
Catholic priests.

Some BBC staff have

been banned from Ulster by .

the corporation because of

the ‘controversial nature’ of -

programmes they have been
responsible for in the past.

‘We emphasize’ the
circular adds, ‘that increas-
ing censorship is not just
being exercised within the
BBC; independent television
the préss < are also
experiencing the corrupting
self-defeating hand | of
censorship.’

Backed down

The revolt at the BBC
comes on the eve of the
corporation’s decision not
to go ahead with a pro-
posed debate on the Ulster

situation involving  Stor-
mont and Westminster
politicians.

The BBC has now

backed down from the pro-
gramme following pressure
from Tory ministers.

Two months. ago the
Independent Television
Authority banned—-without
even seeing—a film called
‘South of the Border’ made
by Granada's World in
Action team.

@ KEITH GRAVES, BBC
TV reporter and frequently
the BBC's industrial corres-
pondent, issued a statement
yesterday saying he knew
nothing about the circular.
‘The views expressed in it
are inaccurate and we have
no intention of taking any
notice of the call to stop
work in N Ireland. We do
not feel any strictures on
our coverage at all’

@ IN BELFAST a spokes-
man for the N Ireland Civil
Rights Association has con-
firmed that a protest march
against internment will be
held on Sunday. Demon-
strators will converge from
various parts of the city to
a rally in a park.

Speakers will be
MPs, Paddy Devlin and
Austin  Currie, and civil
rights organizer Kevin Mc-
Corry. Under Stormont
regulations all rallies and
marches are illegal.

two

formula.

Investment slump in shipping

INVESTMENT in British
shipping has shrunk from
more than 12 per cent of
the world total to about
3 per cent in just over a
year.

Shipbuilders have laid
the blame for the slump at
the door of the Tory govern-
ment, which abolished the
20 - per - cent investment
grants soon after coming to
power.

'This money was usable
throughdut the world and
‘did not depend on the
making of profits.

Grants have been replaced
by allowances against tax
and at a lower rate.
Although the Tory °‘lame-
duck’ philosophy has un-
doubtedly speeded the

BY PHILIP WADE

collapse of the British
shipbuilding industry, the
driving force remains the
fall in world trade as a
whole.

Over 3.3 million tons of
shipping are laid wup
throughout the world for
lack of work. The figure
has jumped 200 per cent
since August.

Freight rates have been
falling continuously for the
past year, according to the
Chamber of Shipping.

It is in this context that
new orders for commercial
ships in Britain this year
have only just amounted to
1 million tons. And half of
this is for one order in

Belfast. The total is under
half of the 1968 figure of
2.5 million tons.

Chamber of Shipping pre-
sident John Kirby is warn-
ing of an absolute decline
in the British shipping fleet
if investment is not stepped
up with help from ‘the
government.

‘Someone must carry our

- trade,” he said recently, ‘and

if British ships cannot, some
other flag will.

It is clear, however, that
the Tory government sees
little hope for the ailing,
outdated British shipbuild-
ing industry. .

In fact they are closing
down the Shipbuilding In-
dustry Board at the end of
this week.

Bombing raids in 4th day, but

Liberatio

forces trample

on puppet

BY JOHN SPENCER

ROLLS’ MEN
‘KEPT IN
THE DARK

AUEW executive member Bill John didn’t Injure his arm In talks
with Rolls-Royce management at the Tothlll St headquarters of
the Engineering Employers’ Federatlon In London yesterday. In
fact the negotiators quickly found a formula to recommend to
the Bristol strikers, who are in the eighth week outside the gates.

BY AN INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT

SHOP STEWARDS at Rolls-Royce’s Bristol
aero-engine plant said yesterday they had been
kept completely in the dark about union leaders’
talks with the company about a return-to-work

The talks, which began last
Thursday but were adjourned
over the Christmas holiday,
ended yesterday in London
with agreement on a formula
which will be put to a mass
meeting this afternoon.

Neither Bill John, engineers’
union executive member, nor
transport union national
officer Tom Crispin would be
drawn on details. But the
feeling among union officials
appears to be that they will
have a hard time achieving a
return on basis of the formula.

They will meet local officials
and shop stewards this morn-
ing to report the outcome of
yesterday’s discussions.

It may be the first real
news leaders of the eight-
week-old strike have heard
from the talks, which have
been kept strictly under
wraps.

No increase

No increase is understood
to have been made in the
company’s £1.50 money offer,
and it is not known whether
Rolls has withdrawn its de-
mand that 50p of this be

offset against any national
rise in engineering.
The stewards yesterday

morning refused an officials’
request to let ' three oil-
tankers into the factory so
that an orderly return to
work would be possible if
necessary.

24-hour picketing went on
right through the holiday in
support of the workers’ claim
for a cost-of-living rise.

Forward to a weekly ‘Keep Left’ in 1972 !
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ROUND-THE-CLOCK bombing raids on North
Vietnam went into their fourth straight day
yesterday as the United States tried to stem
the highly successful National Liberation Front
offensives in Laos and Cambodia.

Two hundred air force
and navy jets are flying con-
tinuous sorties to what the
Pentagon describes as
‘limited targets’, though
details of the bombing are
being kept strictly under. -
wraps.

The Americans can expect
just as much success with this

attempt to blast the N Viet-
namese people into sub-

‘mission as they had before

the so-called ‘bombing pause’
three years ago.

Their attack is primarily a
reaction to the unprecedented
series of defeats suffered by
America’s puppet allies in
neighbouring Cambodia and
Laos.

The current dry-season
offensive of the Indo-Chinese
liberation forces is advancing
more extensively and more
rapidly than in any previous
year.

The Americans’ chief fear—
openly admitted by military
spokesmen in Saigon—is that
the advances in Laos and
Cambodia are only the prelude
to huge NLF attacks in S
Vietnam.

The ' run-down of American
ground troops — forced on
Nixon by large-scale opposi-
tion to the war both within
the army and among the US
population—Ileads to increased
reliance on means of ‘tech-
nological genocide’.

But even electronic sensors
and computers are proving
inadequate to maintain ram-
shackle military dictatorship.

In Laos, government troops
driven o the Plain of Jars
ten days ago were yesterday
forced to vacate the Bolovens
Plateau, from which the US
has long tried to dominate
‘the Ho Chi Minh trail.

Like- Lon Nol’'s army in
neighbouring Cambodia the
Laotian forces have apparently
‘lost the will to resist in the
face of a determined com-
munist offensive.

The strategic town of Pak-
song was evacuated without a
fight because—as a spokesman
put it—the defenders ‘did not
want to suffer heavy casualties
trying to hold the town’.

The liberation forces’ next
objective is the town of Long
Cheng, headquarters of the
pro-American army of Meo
tribesmen led by Gen Vang
Pao and trained by the
Central Intelligence Agency.
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David Mercer speaks to Workers Press|
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‘At every point of
confrontation—
orkers Press has been there’

A THEME of playwright David Mercer's work is the impact of Stalinism on artists and
intellectuals and here he discusses with Stephen Johns what kind of situation the intel-
ligentsia in € Europe face after the suppression of the 1968 Czechoslovakian uprising
and the December 1970 workers’ revolt in Poland. He also gives his views of the situa-
tion in Ulster and the future of the Workers Press—which he has consistently supported
since it was launched over two years ago.

‘I don’t think you can separate the Uister crisis from the
general economic crisis.,

SJ: How do you see the
situation in Ulster developing
now?

DM: Here one has to concede to
a number of possibilities. There
is the possibility of a dirty deal
between Westminster, Paisley and
Lynch on the basis of some kind
of unification formula. As always
they will try to find a formula
which has a libéral appearance
on the surface but underneath
will defend the capitalist and
land-owning interests of Ulster.

I don’t think you can separate
the Ulster crisis from the general
economic crisis. The whole thing
has been conveniently obscured
by the religious divisions in
Ireland, but there is no doubt
that it is basically an économic
problem.

British troops acting against
the people in N Ireland are, as
it were, symbolically acting
against their comrades in England.

I think the immediate with- '~
drawal of British troops would - -
be the first principled move. This
scares people because' they say

you will get immediate civil war.
In fact it would be a war arising
out of the economic predicament
of the people of N Ireland. '~

Who can but condemn the ran-
dom acts of violence carried out
by various groups? There are the
Provisionals, and the Official IRA.
But I believe there is a strong
presence of Protestant right-wing
extremists. They are able to
operate in a térroristic way and
the TRA and the Provisionals
carry the can for it.

I would say that if, without

DM :

British troops, there had to be
a civil war, then I think the
confrontation would take its basic
character from the economic con-
ditions of both N and S of
Ireland. It might look like a civil
war between religious factions,
but its real character would be
social and economic.

On one particular question, the
logic of the Uslter situation is
unmistakable. If the government
says we are taking this ‘regret-
table’ and necessary action in N
Ireland because it is part of the
United Kingdom, then, by this
logic, troops and what amount to
concentration camps are being
used against the United King-
dom.

Thérefore the introduction of
internment, the camps and the
undoubted use of torture—despite
the cynicism. of the Compton
report, which is utter semantic
hogwash—confirms the fact that
the British :are prepared to take
these ‘'measures not merely near
homeé, but at home.

¥

ST: You talked of the re--

-ligious divisions between the

see a solution for the Irish

working class, which would

involve its unification, separ-
ate from the British working
class ?

I think the fate of our
society in England and that of
Ireland is intimately connected in
terms of the class struggie. If the

workers in the N. Can you

struggle is fought and won here,
part of that victory must be on
the basis of a united socialist
Ireland. Otherwise the awful and
recurring situation in Ireland
could continue even without the
presence of the British, simply
because of the relationship be-
tween the Protestant and Catholic
elements.

I

SJ: Do you see the use of
troops in Ireland as a threat
to the working class and
trade union movement in
Britain ? )

DM : It is a clear indication of
how far thé government is pre-
pared to go, isn’t it? As I said—
in their own view—they are using
the army in a part of England.

China for the repression of rebel-
lion at home. The English gov-
ernment could be testing out
methods in N Ireland by which
it could cope with critical com-
flict here.

Also there is the formation of
virtual private armies and vigi-
lantes, or if not actual formation,
talk of forming them. Another !
sinister phenomenon, though it

wears the mask of the public "

good, is the existence of private
armies concerned with guarding
private property.

One can't help wondering what
role they would play in a polar-
ized situation, where the country
was in turmoil and one had to
move either to the right or the
left. It seems to me that private
armies have always fought for the
status quo.

#-8)+ The other major war in
the world is in Pakistan and
Bangal Desh. What do you
think of developments there?

DM: I don't see the situation in
what was called E Pakistan could

.

Bangla Desh: ‘There may have to be further Struggle

in which socialists fight against those who govern.’

The government is not wagging
its finger at workers here in so
many words—but that’s what it
amounts to.

. .and - officers have acty
" stated that the methods de- .

veloped in Ulster might have -

. .to be deployed in places.like
- Clydeside, fqr‘_;ggf_,ample.

DM : Yes, just as the Americans

déveloped all kinds of repressiv

technigues in their wars in Indo-""

. have been resolved without the

involvement of super powers. I

+ don’t think it' could have  been .

resolved in any other way than

by India taking this war into E -

Pakistan; certainly the vicious -

. Khan regime there had to be -
.., eliminated. or i o Wi
SJ: I think certain Tory IE]I;

" DM:

One is glad that India has be-

g latedly recognized Bangla Desh.

But my only anxiety is that India
will leave a presence there which
is more or less the centre right
of the Awami League, an element
which would be committed to a
regime more or less on the lines
of the Indian -rulers, whereas I
think there exists in Bangla Desh
real possibilities of a socialist

!g‘_wﬁ
¢ §a

i

republic being created. This is
what one wants to see.

Despite these anxieties about
the consequences of the Indian
war, the war seems to me to be
a just war. There is something
sickening about the American
anger at India in the context of
their own colonial history in
Latin America, in Korea and so
on.

S§J: What do you think
about the Chinese bureau-
cracy which consistently sup-
ported Yahya Khan?

DM : Isn't it the story of weaker,
more backward nations always

. being caught as pawns between

powers, which, whatever their
alleged ideology, have in fact got
traditional realpolitik interests
and mutual fears and aggressions.

S]: You describe Russia,
China and America as great
powers interested in real-
politik. There is a difference
in origin between America,
which is an imperialist power
and Russia and China, which
have experienced successful
revolutions.

It would seem to me to
réquire a socialist revolution in
one or more of the advanced
industrial countries, placed firmly
in an analysis of the international
situation, before the ' contradic-
tions of Chinese and Soviet his-
torical developmént can lead to-

., wards a further revolution within
. their own countries against their
_ different types of bureaucracies.

The kind of terminology Russia
and China use is very confusing.
Both call eéach other Trotskyists,
whereas neither country has a
principled party with a Trotsky-

. ist-oriented policy and theory and

practice.

SJ: How do you think the
struggle for national deter-
mination in Bangla Desh
should proceed ? What are
the dangers involved for the
workers and peasants ? '

. DM : Well I think the national

, liberation movement,

which is

. socialist oriénted, needs to gain

control of the situation. Indeed

if India just leaves after clearing’
" out the elements of the W Paki-

stan regime, leaving a flimsy
social-democratic structure based
on the Awami League, there may
have to be further struggle in
which the socialists fight against
those who govern.

I think that it is a question of
dialectical forces. That eévery
situation creates a new one, the
end of one struggle may create a
situation in which a new struggle
must occur.

S§J: On a number of occa-
sions you have spoken about
the situation in E Europe
and countries like Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Hun-
gary which you have visited.
What is the position of in-
tellectuals and writers in
these countries now? What
do they face?

DM : I have the impression
that they are for the time being
holed up, because certainly in
Czechoslovakia and Poland and
to a lesser extent in Hungary
the contradictions of their sys-
tems, both in ideological and
economic terms, are beginning to
throw up changes and develop-
ments which are going to be
transforming to them:.

In a way it’s a kind of mirror
image of what is going on in the
W, the clash of the interests in
the W of capitalism and the pro-
ductive forces and the relations
between the two. This is what

is going to carry forward the
struggle, and characterize the
struggle as a confrontation be-
tween those who work and
labour and those who own the
profit.

1 think a very similar thing is
happening and obviously was
happening in 1968 in Czecho-
slovakia and which we know was
very firmly put down.

Events in Poland indicate the
overwhelming conflict is once
more between the industrial
forces and the ruling forces of
the country.

In the W I think that writers
and intellectuals either become
pessimistic, aloof or disengaged,
or they commit to the struggle.
In the Soviet Union, E and cen-
tral Europe the writers and the
intellectuals perhaps are more
powerless in this kind of his-

1

torical situation than the larger
movement of their society.

Czechoslovakia is still in a
state of almost paralysis, but of
course Husak’s problems are still
with the workers, and not only
with the fact that they were put
down by the Soviet Union, but
their recollection of the power
that they had.

It is also a question of levels
of development. Things go up at
one point and doWwn at another
and then you get a reversal and
then go up somewhere else and
down in the first place.

There is a constant flux in the
struggle between, either, the
capitalist ownership and the pro-
ductive forces, or the bureau-
cratic control of the system and
the productive forces.

In the situation I think the
western writers and the western
inteliectual are in more of a posi-
tion to commit and engage for
the time being with a fairly re-
mote degree of personal danger.

I think in the Stalinist coun-
tries, the history of their suffer-
ing and their loss and the out-
come of their efforts is demoral-
izing; it's not just a question of
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imprisonment

personal fear of
anld torture, but their historical
role.

SJ: Workers Press was
launched .in September 1969
and you have been a con-
sistent supporter of the
paper over these two years.
Shortly it will be enlarged
and improved. As a man
with considerable experience
in the field of communica-
tions have you any sugges-
tions? .

DM : 1 think on almost every
occasion the Workers Press has
consistently focused attention of
national and international events.
It has taken a principled stand
on the situation being analysed

‘Husak’s problems are still with the workers . . . with their recollection of the power that

they had.,

and drawn. conclusion and pre-
dictions which in very many
cases have turned out to be gquite
correct. '

The paper has developed
enormously in this way. It
should continue to develop its
openness to individuals still dis-
covering Marxist ideology, people

awareness are moving them along
those lines.

One thing that still gives me
some anxiety—I don’t know if
this is the kind of bourgeois
remnants in me or not—is the
tendency to attack personalities.
I would rather see a blistering
attack on the position of a man
or woman or his organization
than the actual person them-
selves. I'm always discomforted
by personal attacks and 1 think
the paper tends to do this.

SI': How do: you feel the
paper should broaden  its
appeal to the erking class?

DM : Well I think T cannot
improve on what the paper is
actually doing. As far as I under-
stand, the policy of the paper is

to present to its readers infor-
mation that the big national
papers distort or don’t present.

Secondly the paper nearly
always gives an analysis of why
you are
what you can do about it.

I think at every point of con-
frontation in society the paper

‘ Workers Press has taken a principled stand.,

for the first time in the profes-
sions who are beginning to think
about the larger reasons why

.they are in the predicament they

are in—having to realize that
this cannot be some kind of
accident.

I think the paper is becoming
increasingly open to such people
who may not as yet have a very
sophisticated ideological devel-
opment, but whose energy and

ouT
Now,

gBolivia elukacs
aThe strugole for

25') power

Fourth International

should be in there—as I think
the paper has been so far.

Obviously it is important for
the working class presence. in-the
League and around the League

" to transmit the concrete pre-

dicament the worker has. This
can then be reflected outwards
again, - this time within the kind
of ideological framework of the
paper. But this is already going
on.

in this situation and °
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‘At every point of
confrontation— |
Workers Press has been there’

A THEME of playwright David Mercer's work is the impact of Stalinism on artists and
intellectuals and here he discusses with Stephen Johns what kind of situation the intel-
ligentsia in € Europe face after the suppression of the 1968 Czechoslovakian uprising
and the December 1970 workers’ revolt in Poland. He also gives his views of the situa-
tion in Ulster and the future of the Workers Press—which he has consistently supported
since it was launched over two years ago.

‘l don’t think you can separate the Ulster crisis from the '

general economic crisis. ,

SJ: How do you see the
situation in Ulster developing
now?

DM: Here one has to concede to
a number of possibilities. There
is the possibility of a dirty deal
between Westminster, Paisley and
Lynch on the basis of some kind
of unification formula. As always
they will try to find a formula
which has a libéral appearance
on the surface but underneath
will defend the capitalist and
land-owning interests of Ulster.

I don’t think you can separate
the Ulster crisis from the general
economic crisis. The whole thing
has been conveniently obscured
by the religious divisions in
Ireland, but there is no doubt
that it is basically an €conomic
problem.

British troops acting against
the people in N Ireland are, as
it were, symbolically acting

against their comrades in England.

I think the immediate with- ‘-
drawal of British troops would - -
be the first principled -move. This -
scares people because' they say-

you will get immediate civil war.
In fact it would be a war arising
out of the economic predicament
of the people of N, Ireland. -

Who can but condemn the ran-
dom acts of violence carried out
by various groups? There are the
Provisionals, and the Official IRA.
But I believe there is a strong
presence of Protestant right-wing
extremists. They are able to
operate in a terroristic way and
the ' IRA and the Provisionals
carry the can for it.

I would say that if, without

British troops, there had to be
a civil war, then I think the
confrontation would take its basic
character from the economic con-
ditions of both N and S of
Ireland. It might look like a civil
war between religious factions,
but its real character would be
social and economic.

On one particular question, the
logic of the Uslter situation is
unmistakable. If the government
says we are taking this ‘regret-

" table’ and necessary action in N

Ireland because it is part of the
United Kingdom, then, by this
logic, troops and what amount to
concentration camps are being
used against the United King-
dom.

Thérefore the introduction of
internment, the camps and the
undoubted use of torture—despite
the cynicism of the Compton
report, which is utter semantic
hogwash—confirms the fact that
the ‘British -are prepared to take
these ‘measures not merely near
home, but at home.

SJ:" You talked of the re-
.- ligious divisions between the

+ workers in the N. Can you’

see a solution for the Irish
working class, which would
involve its unification, separ-
ate from the British working
class ?

DM : 1 think the fate of our
society in England and that of
Ireland is intimately connected in
terms of the class struggle. If the

struggle is fought and won here,
part of that victory must be on
the basis of a united socialist
Ireland. Otherwise the awful and
recurring situation in Iréland
could continue even without the
presence of the British, simply
because of the relationship be-
tween the Protestant and Catholic
elements.

s

SJ: Do you see the use of
troops in Ireland as a threat
to the working class and
trade union movement in
Britain ? )

DM : It is a clear indication of
how far thé government is pre-
pared to go, isn’t it? As I said—
in their own view—they are using
the army in a part of England.

China for the repression of rebel-
lion at home. The English gov-
ernment could be testing out
methods in N Ireland by which
it could cope with critical conr-
flict here.

Also there is the formation of
virtual private armies and vigi-
lantes, or if not actual formation,

talk of forming them. Another |

sinister phenomenon, though it
wears the mask of the public '
good, is the existence of private
armies concerned with guarding
private propeérty.

One can’t help wondering what
role they would play in a polar-
ized situation, where the country
was in turmoil and one had to
move either to the right or the
left. It seems to me that private
armies have always fought for the
status quo.

- 8§J':s The other major war in
the world is in Pakistan and
Bangal Desh. What do you
think of developments there?

DM: I don’t see the situation in
what was called E Pakistan could

Bangla Desh: ‘There may have to be further struggle

in which socialists fight against those who govern.,

The government is not wagging
its finger at workers here in so
many words—but that’s what it

- amounts to.

ow °

l

SJ: I think certain Tory Iy‘ﬂ’s

.and - officers have actually v~
stated that the methods de-. -

veloped in Ulster might have’
to be deployed in places. like
. Clydeside, for‘,e’gample.‘

DM : Yes, just as the Americqhs L
developed all kinds of repressive

techniques in their wars in Indo- "

s e

. have been resolved - without the

involvement of super powers. I

. don’t think it' could have' been

republic being created. This is
what one wants to see,

Despite these anxieties about
the consequences of the Indian
war, the war seems to me to be
a just war. There is something
sickening about the American
anger at India in the context of
their own colonial history in
Latin America, in Korea and so
on.

S)J: What do you think
about the Chinese bureau-
cracy which consistently sup-
ported Yahya Khan ?

DM : Isn’t it the story of weaker,
more backward nations always

. being caught as pawns between

" .DM:

powers, which, whatever their
alleged ideology, have in fact got
traditional realpolitik interests
and mutual fears and aggressions.

SJ: You describe Russia,
China and America as great
powers interested in real-
politik. There is a difference
in origin between America,
which is an imperialist power
and Russia and China, which
have experienced successful
revolutions.

It would seem to me to
réquire a socialist revolution in
one or more of the advanced
industrial countries, placed firmly
in an analysis of the international
situation, before the contradic-
tions of Chinese and Soviet his-
torical developmeént can lead to-

. wards a further revolution. within

their own countries against their

. different types of bureaucracies.

resolved in any other way than .

by India taking this war into 'E
Pakistan; certainly the vicious

eliminated. ‘
One is glad that India has be-

- latedly recognized Bangla Desh.

But my only anxiety is that India
will leave a presence there which
is more or less the centre right
of the Awami League, an element
which would be committed to a
regime more or less on the lines
of the Indian rulers, whereas I
think there exists in Bangla Desh
real possibilities of a socialist

§4 ey
! practice.

The kind of terminology Russia
and China use is very confusing.
Both call each other Trotskyists,

. whereas neither country has a

. Khan regime there had to be‘ -

!

principled party with a Trotsky-
ist-oriented policy and theory and

SJ: How do you think the
struggle for national deter-
mination in Bangla Desh
should proceed ? What are
the dangers involved for the
workers and peasants ?

. DM: Well I think the national

, liberation movement,

which is

. socialist oriéented, needs to gain

control of the situation. Indeed

if India just leaves after clearing’

" out the elements of the W Paki-

stan regime, leaving a flimsy
social-democratic structure based
on the Awami League, there may
have to be further struggle in
which the socialists fight against
those who govern.

I think that it is a question of
dialectical forces. That every
situation creates a new one, the
end of one struggle may create a
situation in which a new struggle
must occur,

SJ: On a number of occa-
sions you have spoken about
the situation in E Europe
and countries like Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Hun-
gary which you have visited.
What is the position of in-
tellectuals and writers in
these countries now? What
do they face?

DM: I have the impression
that they are for the time being
holed up, because certainly in
Czechoslovakia and Poland and
to a lesser extent in Hungary
the contradictions of their sys-
tems, both in ideological and
economic terms, are beginning to
throw up changes and develop-
ments which are going to be
transforming to them.

In a way it’s a kind of mirror
image of what is going on in the
W, the clash of the interests in
the W of capitalism and the pro-
ductive forces and the relations
between the two. This is what

is going to carry forward the
struggle, and characterize the
struggle as a confrontation be-
tween those who work and
labour and those who own the
profit.

I think a very similar thing is
happening and obviously was
happening in 1968 in Czecho-
slovakia and which we know was
very firmly put down.

Events in Poland indicate the
overwhelming conflict is once
more between the industrial
forces and the ruling forces of
the country.

In the W I think that writers
and intellectuals either become
pessimistic, aloof or disengaged,
or they commit to the struggle.
In the Soviet Union, E and cen-
tral Europe the writers and the
intellectuals perhaps are more
powerless in this kind of his-

\

‘Husak’s problems are still with the

torical situation than the larger
movement of their society.

Czechoslovakia is still in a
state of almost paralysis, but of
course Husak’s problems are still
with the workers, and not only
with the fact that they were put
down by the Soviet Union, but
their recollection of the power
that they had.

It is also a question of levels
of development. Things go up at
one point and down at another
and then you get a reversal and
then go up somewhere else and
down in the first place.

There is a constant flux in the
struggle between, either, the
capitalist ownership and the pro-
ductive forces, or the bureau-
cratic control of the system and
the productive forces.

In the situation I think the
western writers and the western
intellectual are in more of a posi-
tion to commit and engage for
the time being with a fairly re-
mote degree of personal danger.

I think in the Stalinist coun-
tries, the history of their suffer-
ing and their loss and the out-
come of their efforts is demoral-
izing; it’s not just a question of
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personal fear of imprisonment
anlcl torture, but their historical
role.

SJ: Workers Press was
launched in September 1969
and you have been a con-
sistent supporter of the
paper over these two years.
Shortly it will be enlarged
and improved. As a man
with considerable experience
in the field of communica-
tions have you any sugges-
tions?

DM : I think on almost every
occasion the Workers Press has
consistently focused attention of
national and international events.
It has taken a principled stand
on the situation being analysed

and drawn conclusion and pre-
dictions which in very many
cases have turned out to be quite
correct. '

The paper has developed
enormously in this way. It
should continue to develop its
openness to individuals still dis-
covering Marxist ideology, people

awareness are moving them along
those lines.

One thing that still gives me
some anxiety—I don’t know if
this is the kind of bourgeois
remnants in me or not—is the
tendency to attack personalities.
I would rather see a blistering
attack on the position of a man
or woman or his organization
than the actual person them-
selves. I'm always discomforted
by personal attacks and I think
the paper tends to do this.

SJ: How do'v‘you feel the
paper should broaden its
appeal to the working class?

DM: Well I think I cannot
improve on what the paper is
actually doing. As far as I under-
stand, the policy of the paper is

workers . . . with their recollection of the power that
they had.’

to present to its readers infor-
mation that the big national
papers distort or don’t present.
Secondly the paper nearly
always gives an analysis of why
you are in this situation and °
what you can do about it.

I think at every point of con-
frontation in society the paper

‘Workers Press has taken a principled stand.’

>

for the first time in the profes-
sions who are beginning to think
about the larger reasons why

.they are in the predicament they

are in—having to realize that
this cannot be some kind of
accident.

I think the paper is becoming
increasingly open to such people
who may not as yet have a very
sophisticated ideological devel-
opment, but whose energy and

should be in there—as I think
the paper has been so far.

Obviously it is important for
the working class presence in the
League and around the League
to transmit the concrete pre-
dicament the worker has.- This
can then be reflected outwards
again, - this time within the kind
of ideological framework of the
paper. But this is already going
on.

-
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Poilitical Revolution raises its head

Bulgaria—the Kremlin's
policeman in the Balkans

BULGARIA still remains
faithful to the Soviet bureau-
cracy. She played a leading part
in the "Warsaw Pact suppression
of the Czechoslovak people, and
has constantly condemned her
‘rebellious’ neighbours. In the
current struggle between Moscow
and Peking for the leadership of
the Balkans, Bulgaria acts
according to the wishes of her
Kremlin masters.

Nevertheless the last Congress
of the Bulgarian CP showed that
the bureaucracy does have its in-
dependent interests. The basic
demand of the Party was the
improvement of relations with
the Balkans, but the ‘Brezhnev
doctrine’ of ‘limited sovereignty’
denies Bulgaria the opportunity
to raise relations above the
platonic level — ‘friendship’,
‘peace’, ‘co-operation’, etc.

The proposal of the CP lead-
ership for a trans-Balkan con-
ference was squashed by the

.

Kremlin. This was the action of -

a great power nation, not a
socialist state. The Kremlin does
everything it can to obstruct the
prospect of unity of the bureau-
cratic Balkan states.

Bulgaria is always critical of
the friendship of the ‘rebels’ with
China, but is still able to applaud
their stronger ties with Greece.
By her participation in the War-
saw Pact manoeuvres carried out
on her borders, she revealed her
role as the Kremlin’s policeman
in the Balkans.

The deformation of the
slogan ‘For a Soclalist
Balkan Federation’

A LONG time has passed
since the idyllic days of 1947-
1948 when Tito and Dimitrov
were agreed on the need for a
Socialist Balkan Federation. The
Comintern slogan for such a
Federation was abandoned. It
proved irreconcilable with the
nationalist ‘communism’ of the
Stalinists of the USSR and the
Balkans alike.

In this period of crisis for the
bureaucracy, the new proposals
for a Balkan Pact are placed
in a different context—devoid
of any class, socialist meaning.
Today it is a case of manoeuvr-
ing between capitalism and bur-
eaucracy, in order to serve the
interests of both. Such man-
oeuvres, of course, take ‘plice
behird thé backs of thie masses;
and against them.

The counter-revolutionary con-

tent of the ‘friendship pacts’ now
being cooked up has been ex-
posed by the well-publicized to-
ings and fro-ings of Heath,
Brandt, Nixon, etc., which give
the leaders of the . bureaucracy
so much pleasure.
* The antagonism between the
great powers—the Soviet Union,
the USA, China and the EEC—
attempting to solve their crises
nullifies the chances of a real
Balkan accord.

As for the deals between the

Workers”
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deformed workers’ states in the
Balkans, these are no more than
temporary affairs, overshadowed
by interference from Moscow,
and the rivalry between the
USSR and China. They have no
relevance to the serving of the
interests of the masses and their
aspirations for a socialist pact
and peace.

The Rumanian proposals for
a Balkan Pact, accepted by
Yugoslavia, are nothing more
than _an agreement between
second-rate bureaucracies for the
defence of their privileges against
the piratical interventions of
Moscow and Peking, disguised
under the slogan ‘bureaucrats of
all lands, unite’.

ito’s declaration

country will remain ‘uncom-

that his .

1947 Bled, Yugoslavia : Premier Dimitrov visits

mitted’ is tantamount on the one: -

hand to a confirmation of his

rejection of the idea of thé unity -
.. of socialist states, and
. other.to an independent policy - - -

on' the’

of ‘treacherous co-existence with -

imperialism. The correct concept
of a ‘Socialist Balkan Federation’
has degenerated into a ‘Pact’ of

deformed workers’ states, to fit

the reactionary theory of
‘socialism in one country’.

The Rumanian proposals for
‘neutralization’ or a ‘nuclear-
free zone in the Balkans are as
false as they are deceptive, in
the well-worn vein of ‘disarm-
ament’ with which the masses
are demagogically deceived. How
can there be understanding be-
tween capitalist and socialist
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states? How can there be solid-
arity between the eastern states
when one section of the bureau-
cracy sits on the fence between
E and W? This is nothing less
than conscious opportunism and
betrayal. ‘

The. Ceausescu-Tito plan for
a Balkan accord and disarm-
ament, to include in the first
stage Rumania, Yugoslavia Bul-
garia and Albania, and in the
second stage Greece and Turkey
requires them to build political
bridges to these states.

Their great dilemma in this =
cloud-cuckoo land, of course,dis -

who is going to disarm whom!
‘Until, that is, the tanks of US
imperialism .'or . Soviet bureau-
cracy roll in to crush the working
people of, these,' c¢guntrigs, It is

. more,' likely," that -, thig'* counter-
. revolutionary eorexistence will be

“totally: ' ‘oyesthrown By the
- approaching: » « anti +b

roach M‘%C)'??C
political revolution and_the anti-
capitalist socialist revp,lu};«ion.
PO N ] f 3 I
Lo T

The Political Revolution
raises its head in the
degenerated Workers’
States in the Balkans

TIC political revolution in the
Balkans has begun, its first stages
in Yugoslavia. The world events
of 1967 to 1969, resulting from
the world economic crisis,

v ‘o .
Tito to discuss Balkan Federation.

brought about a revolutionary
situation in Yugoslavia. The
political regime of Tito was
shaken to its foundations. Even
with Tito’s reforms, the federa-
tion was in danger of disintegra-
tion and decay. Thousands of
strikes swept the country. This
was an indication of the deep
displeasure of the workers an
students at their inequality and
oppression, and the undermining
of wages by inflation.

The crisis smashed the weaker
enterprises and increased un-
employment. Emigration reached
an unprecedented level. One
million workers, who had not yet
realized any means of removing
the reactionary bureaucracy, left
for the capitalist states of the
EEC. The rest joined :in the
struggle. .

There had' been a. precedent

for’ this strike’ wave—the' strikes
in the¢ mines -of Slovenia in 1958,
the” shipyard of Rijeka, and' the
mines of Bosnia-Hercegovina.
The  bureaucracy banned what

they termed ‘wild and uncon-

trolled’ strikes, but was forced to
permit °‘legal’ ones. However, it
did not stop trying to’ throttle
the strikes with violence.

_ The masses took part in several
riots, but without leadership the

o w workers were weak and the
THE ANTI-BUREAUCRA- ",

Stalinists were able to isolate the
strikes. The official press tried to
present the strike wave as being
of an anti-progressive, ‘Luddite’,
nature—in reality they were
anti-bureaucratic.

the bureaucracy.
. revolution had erupted on the

The same applies to the
struggles of the students, who,
reflecting the misery of the

working class, fought until they
had gained control of their uni-
versities. Workers and students
were fighting for freedom against
The political

streets in the Balkans.

As a result, the Stalinist
oppression was stepped up in
Rumania. Bulgaria and Albania.

The seething discontent of the
masses is nearing boiling-point,
and it is the presupposition of
the Trotskyist party that the
political revolution will triumph
and overthrcw the gangsters of
Stalinism.

The United Socialist States
of the Balkans

THE SLOGAN for the
United Socialist States of the
Balkans springs from the his-
torical necessity of our epoch. It
can be understood from the
wider demand for a United
Socialist States of Europe, which
today assumes an. even greater
importance.

Only a nationalized and
planned economy, under the
soviet system and workers’ con-
trol, can solve the present crisis
and prepare the way for econo-
mic development. It is a pre-
requisite for the democratization
of the workers’ states and the
raising of the cultural level and
the economic conditions of the

masses.
The unity of the Balkan
workers’ states is a necessity
which can only be realized by
these means. There must be com-
plete equality between all states
and national minorities.
. The Yugoslav federation, even
with the constitutional reforms
and the self-government of its
nations, is a fraudulent ‘cover’
for equality—to conceal the ex-
ploitation and oppression of the
masses. Tito’s dramatic call in
Brioni for a decentralized Yugo-
slav federation merely exposes
the bureaucracy’s inability to
solve their own problems.
The demands of the workers,
peasants and students for a real
democratic soviet equality has
demonstrated the bankruptcy of
the Yugoslav ‘road to socialism’.
Tito’s conception of federal unity
really belongs to the last century,

when the bourgeoisie was en-
gaged in a struggle against
feudalism.

. In—the epoch of Lenin and -
Trotsky,

‘self-determination’
must become a reality,
vague, insincere, abstraction. The
theses of Lenin cannot be re-
conciled with a federation in
which self-determination is in-
complete, or in which one strong
nation dominates the others, as
does Serbia in Yugoslavia.

The Croat problem can only
be understood in the context of
this demand for self-determina-
tion. In their struggle against
the Y oslav bureaucracy the
workers must raise the same
demands that Trotsky once put
forward for the Ukraine.

not a

ang uar d Of Gr eece (discusssion article

Enver Hoxha : ‘
" Albanian leader. !

National oppression and dis-
crimination as/ practised in the
bureaucratic states is a bour-
geois tendency. It is essential that
all these nations should have the
freedom to determine their own
destiny, as part of a United
Socialist States of the Balkans,
in order to rid themselves of the
relics of the bourgeois era.

Only a United Socialist States
can carry through the struggle
against the capitalist class in the
Balkan countries where they still
hold power. Only this demand
can guarantee the unity required
to overthrow the counter-revolu-
tionary bureaucracy through the
political revolution, with the
demand for equal rights, greater
parity of wages, the freedom to
strike, freedom for the trade
unions, workers’ control, free-

dom for the soviet parties, plan:
ning based on the interests of
the masses, the sovietization of
the Stalinist regimes, an inter-
nationalist foreign policy etc.

The greatest and most impor-
tant task of all is the construc-
tion of revolutionary parties.

This must be based on the
historical struggle for Marxist
principles, and its further devel-
opment.

Only by taking Marxist theory,
dialectical materialism, into the
working class can the party
assert and win the leadership of
the class. This is the way for-
ward to the triumph of the pro-
letarian revolution, the objective
of the Fourth International.
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6.00 Dateline. 6.15 A place of her
own. 7.00 Film: ‘The Running Man’.
8.45 London. 11.00 Late call. 11.05
Prisoner.

GRAMPIAN: 3,30 News. 3.33
Rumblie jumblie. 3.55 Yoga. 4.25
Rainbow country, 4.55 Bush boy.
5.20 London. 6.00 News, weather,
6.10 Dick Van Dyke. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7,00 Film: ‘Come Blow Your
Horn’, 8.45 London, 11.00 Treasures
of the British Museum, 11,30
McQueen. 12.00 Epilogue,

CP property...
on the move

IT JUST had to happen — a
takeover-bid for the Communist
Party of Great Britain by City
real estate speculators, I mean.

Already the capitalist class
owns part of the Party in the
form of the CP’s adaptation to
the master’s ideology. After all,
peaceful co-existence never. hurt
any employer.

But the lust for money and
profit knows no bounds, despite
the CP’s belief to the opposite.

So now the speculators are
after the Party mammoth King
St headquarters, no less. One
syndicate is apparently willing to

bid £1lm for the four-storey
building.
What is the reason for the

siege now being laid by several
estate agents and property
developers? There surely cannot
be anything political about it if
the CP is involved?

One man in the City tells us
the scramble is because the site
is exempt from Greater London
Council development plans for
that part of Covent Garden.

While all around it is demol-
ished, King St will stand in
splendid isolation. As a result
the market value of the site will
soar.

The tycoons are now ferreting
around for the identity of the
?Ps’ landlord, without luck so
ar.

Rumour has it, though, that
the Party is its own landlord.
In any case they have a long
lease if nothing else, according
to Reuben Falber, the assistant
general secretary.

Their reluctance to part with
the property is difficult to under-
stand.

If you are one of the main
props of capitalism in Britain

ithere should be no qualms in

making a few bob out of it. And
the way things are going there's °
not much time left.

LP property...
on the move

THE LABOUR PARTY is on
the move, physically this time.
The reason: Their landlords, the .
Transport and General Workers’
Union, want to increase the rent
of their Smith Square premises
by 400 per cent when the lease
expires in 1976.

Last week the national execu-
tive ordered work to start on
finding a , permanent London
headquarters for the Labour
Party and to discover how the
money could best be raised.

In any event, officials have for
some years been operating ‘in a_
series of cubby holes’, according
to Party chairman Ian Mikardo.

That would go only a little
way to explaining some of the
mean, Tory policies expounded
by leading Labourites over the
40 years they've occupied Trans-
port House.

But when your landlord puts
the rent up from £23,000 to
£100,000 it only goes to show
there are no friends like reform-
ist friends.

Sudden
loyalty

LAST WEEK’'S papers showed
gruesome pictures of collabora-
tors with Pakistan being clubbed
and bayoneted to death in Dacca
by Bangla Desh freedom fighters.

A. F. Kabir has remained the
Economic Minister of the Pakis-
tan High Commission in London
throughout the whole time Yahya
Khan was butchering his people
in E Bengal.

Now that the die is cast in
favour of Bangla Desh he has
decided to change sides.

And he is not the only one.
Bengali diplomats around the
world are suddenly discovering
glaththexr loyalty lies with Bangla

esh.

But where was this Io

) : ! yalty
during the nine bitter months of
war with Pakistan?

Awami _League leaders are
always saying they are building
a democracy. It will be interest-
ing to see if, when it comes to

1 collaborators, there is one law

for the rich and another for the
poor.

READERS’
LETTERS

WELCOME

Fhe Fditor, Workers Press, 186a
C lapham Hizh St Tondon, SW,
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Monsanto
sack 20p.c.
of labour in

Wrexham

THE AMERICAN-owned
Monsanto Chemical Com-
pany has announced that
250 men will be sacked
from its Cefn Mawr works,
near Wrexham.

The redundancies will be
carried out over the next two
months. In one blow the
company is axing just over 20
per cent of its 1,200-strong
work force at Cefn Mawr.

Already a number of
departments at the plant are
working five-day instead of
seven-day weeks.

A company spokesman said
the redundancies were part of
‘a streamlining programme to
ensure that the works could
maintain their viable position

in the Monsanto Europe
organization’.

This statement starkly
illustrates what Common

Market entry will mean for
British workers: in their so-
called ‘streamlining’ and
‘rationalization’ for the Euro-
pean markets, workers in this
country are to be thrown on
the scrap-heap.

The statement said: ‘The
redundancies are regretted.'--_
Monsanto of St Louis,

Missouri, is the 58th largest
US corporation. The American
parent company had a net
income last vear of £32m and
sales amounting to £815m.

‘Protest’

Tom Jones, Welsh secretary
of the Transport and General
Workers' Union, said his
union would make ‘a strong
protest’ against the company’s
decision.

‘From the union side we
have done everything possible
to raise productivity, but the
rewards seem to be more
redundancies.

‘This is unfair, particularly
when unemployment 'in the
Wrexham area is already more
than 6 per cent. The com-
pany has a special social
responsibility to the Cefn
Mawr area which has given
them a very good labour force
and very little trouble.’

When the Liverpool ‘Daily
Post” asked what he was
planning, Jones said he
wanted further information
first. Many questions would
have to be asked!

Monsanto men . are asking
questions about the local
trade union leader who
described these massive job
cuts as ‘disheartening’.

PRESIDENT Deorticos of Cuba

has returned home after a,
weék in' Moscow largely
devoted to  patching up
differences with the Soviet
bureaucracy resulting from
Castro’s policies.

At a dinner given in his

honour by Brezhnev and
Kosygin it was revealed that
talks ‘are to begin on a new
trade agreement. Cuba badly
needs more Russian aid in
order to meet growing
economic difficulties.

Even paper to print Castro’s
jumbo-size speeches is running
short. ‘Granma’, Havana’s only
morning daily, has had to cut
its pages from eight to four.

Right to Work Committee
SHEFFIELD
Wednesday, January 5
7.30 p.m.

¥S premises, Portobello
(Nr Jessop Hospital)

workers press

READERS’
MEETINGS

Meet Editorial Board

speakers. Discuss your

ideas for the expanded
paper

LIVERPOOL

‘Monday January 3
8 pm

Swan Hotel,
London Rd
Speaker :

Alex Mitchell

GLASGOW

' Monday January 17
7.30 pm

Room 1
Partick Burgh
Lesser Hall
(Nr Merkland St Tube Stn.)

Speaker :
Stephen Johns

Environment Ministry reveals

ollution
f rivers
worsens

FROM IAN YEATS

BRITAIN’S RIVERS are being more heaifily

polluted than ever in_ capitalism’s.frenzied quest

for profit.

Although polluted river
mileage has been reduced,
conditions around industrial
connurbations have
deteriorated, according to a
report out today from the
Department of the Environ-
ment.

‘To tackle river pollution
more rapidly in the future,
painstaking attention to the
means of pollution prevention
will have to continue and in-
creased resources will have to
be devoted to the treatment
of liquid wastes before dis-
charge to rivers,’ it says.

Rivers were assessed in one
of four categories: class one,
unpolluted; two, doubtful;
three, poor and four grossly
polluted.

The worst category had
been slashed by 25 per cent,
from 1,278 miles to 952, and
badly polluted stretches by 16
per cent from 1,279 miles to
1,071,

But in general more un-
treated effluent than ever is
being discharged into Britain’s
rivers and there is chronic
pollution in the Midlands,
NE and W and parts of
Wales.

In the W Riding all four
major rivers—the Quse, Don,
Dearne and Rother—fall into
class three or four and there
are heavily polluted sections
in the E Riding along the
Hull and Humber.

River poisoning is far-
reaching at such industrial
blackspots as the Tyne around
Newcastle, the Aire down-
stream of Bradford, the Calder
below Huddersfield and the
Trent and Tame.

Worst

A big proportion of
Glamorgan’s rivers, particu-
larly the Ebbw, fall into class
four and many of Bristol's
inland waterways are in the
worst categories.

In the NW the Wheelock,
Mersey, Irwell, the Ship
Canal, Irk, Tonge, Roch,
Tame, Goyt, Darwen and
Hyndburn are all grossly
polluted, particularly in the
Liverpool, Crewe, Preston and
Blackburn districts.

The Thames and
flowing into it are
class two and three.

The areas where the
Department claims improve-
ments have been made are
[argely industry-free.

Rivers in SW and central
Wales are  mainly clean, to-
gether with many in Cornwall,
Devon, Hampshire, Kent and
Sussex.

Pollution is a direct result
of the capitalists’ drive to
maximize surplus value by
minimizing costs, particularly
on ‘inessential’ clean-up
devices.

rivers
mainly

Bolivian
shuffle

PRESIDENT Hugo Banzer
who seized power in Bolivia
as the result of an army coup
in August has formed a new

government without Col
Andres = Selich who helped
mastermind the take-over.

The change may reflect the
increasing personal dominance
of Banzer who has to hold
the balance between the two
main rightwing parties which
supported the coup.

Cinemas too costly
say immigrants

A
T.
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Some of the Aslan demonstrators Iin Birmingham.

IMMIGRANT workers in
Birmingham have mounted
a  determined campaign
against owners of cinemas
showing Indian films.

They complain of exor-
bitant prices, unswept
cinemas and unhygienic
toilet facilities.

Immigrant youth in the
Handsworth area of the
city staged a picket of one
cinema over the Christmas
weekend.

‘They are urging families
to boycott the cinema until
management reduces prices
and improves facilities.

The campaign is being
organized by the Asian
Cinema Viewers’ Associa-
tion, supported by the
Indian Workers’ Association.

For many immigrants
Asian films are their only
link with their own country
and culture; they feel they
are being blackmailed into
paying through the nose.

One picket told Workers
Press that the mnormal
admission price for a film—
old or new—is 40p or 50p.

For some new films prices
have risen to 70p, 75p or
even £1.

‘We want to get these
prices down,” said Resham
Singh.

There is little or no heat-
ing in some cinemas and
refreshments are  highly
priced.

‘A samosa [spiced Indian
sandwich] can cost up to
8p when a reasonable price
is 5p, said Resham. ‘A
Coca Cola can cost 10p.’

‘We'll be back next week-
end if the management don't
reconsider the prices,” said
Gion Singh. \

UNEMPLOYMENT : Number of unemployed as a
5 i population.
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Report on
My Lai
suppressed

DETAILS.of the My Lai massacre may never
be made public. The US army which previously
promised to publish all the findings is now

beginning to hedge.

The full scale inguiry
was conducted over a
four-month period from
late 1969 to 1970. About
400 witnesses were inter-
viewed.

The . inquiry team was
headed by Lt-Gen William
R. Peers.

When a highly-censored
version of the Peers report
appeared in March 1970,
the then Army Secretary,
Stanley Resor, said: ‘Ulti-
mately, substantially all of
the report will be made
public.’

Resor also indicated that
the only stumbling block to
full publication was the
trial of senior army officers
involved in the massacre.

Since the acquittal of Col
Oran K. Henderson ten
days ago, pressure is mount-
ing for the publication of
the full report.

But Lt-Col Harry Heath,
the Pentagon public 'rela-
tions officer, has now made
clear that there are new
difficulties in the way of
publication.

Not the least of these is
the new Army Secretary,
Robert Froehlke, a Nixon
hawk in the ‘administration.

Asked whether the report
would be - released ' soon,
Heath first replied:

‘The judicial proceedings
have not been completed.

The Calley case is under
appeal, Until that time,
there’s going to be no

release of any kind.’
Asked whether the army

felt bound by Resor’s
promise of ultimate release,
Heath said:

‘That was Mr Resor
speaking. We have a new
secretary now — Mr
Froehlke. 1 can’t predict

what he might say.’
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LATE NEWS

WEATHER

SCOTLAND and N Ireland
will have rain or sleet showers,
mainly in thé E and turning
to snow over mountains, There
will be good sunny periods in
sheltered W areas.

England and Wales will have
wintry showers of snow, hail
or sleet, and sunny spells.
The showers may be rather
prolonged at times in E and
S England, but less frequent
elsewhere with longer periods
of sunshine,

Moderate falls of snow are
likely in the hills.

Temperatures will be near
normal in the N, but it will
continue cold over S Britain.
Outlook for Friday and Satur-
day: Some showers of rain or
snow in the S and E, perhaps
prolonged -at times. Dry in
the N. Cold in the S, near
normal temperatures in the N.

Honeywell jobs

WORKERS at the three
Honeywell factories in Lanark-
shire ‘yesterday decided on an
immediate overtime ban in
protest against proposed
redundancies. Tom Dougan,
convenor~ of shop stewards,
said according to the com-
pany, orders for 1972 were
down by 25 per cent on 1971.
He told workers his com-
mittee feared 500 workers
may lose their jobs.

Trial demand
for lranians

POLITICAL prisoners held in
various parts of Iran are being
subjected to ‘maltreatment
and even torture’, -according
to the Paris newspaper ‘Le
Monde’. The Iranian author-
ities have yet to set a date for
the trials of these 150
prisoners and ‘Le Monde’
reports that five organiz-
ations, including  Amnesty
International, the Inter-
national Association of Demo-
cratic Lawyers and the
International Human Rights
Federation, have asked the
Iranian government to guaran-
tee the prisoners ‘a public
trial in which, the rights of
the defence will be safe-
guarded’.

China at home
in ‘thieves kitchen’

SPEAKING more like church-
wardens than revolutionaries,
Peking's representatives have
rapidly made themselves at
homeé in the ‘thieves’ kitchen’,

ds Lenin called UN’s pre-
decessor, the League of
Nations.

The ‘People’s Daily,
summing up the Chinese
contribution to the General
Assembly session in which

the Chinese delegation partici-
pated for the first time, said:

‘Despite the fact that the
role we play in the United

Nations 1s limited, we are
willing to do our best to
perform our duties and live

up to the trust and hope the
peoples of various countries
place in us.’

The delegation includes
top-level Communist Party
figures and its réturn to

Peking on December 23 was
the occasion for a big turn-
out at the airport led by
Foreign Minister Chou En-lai.
The Chinese UN policy has
nothing in common with
revolutionary politics.

Pressing interests
They have been working
hard for their version of
‘peaceful co-existence’, which
really means pressing Chinese
interests b whipping up
support against the United
States and the Soviet Union
and forming their own bloc.
The national bourgeoisie in
the less-developed countries
are attracted to this position.
Commenting on the General
Assembly session, ‘People’s
Daily’ attacks the ‘Soviet
revisionist social imperialists’,
‘the Indian expansionists’,

HEATH’S

EDWARD HEATH'S fortunes
boom. After a 43-per-cent pay
increase and his £38,000 gift
from a German industrialist,
the Tory premier has now
received a hand-out from US
Ambassador in London Walter
Annenberg.
Annenberg

has donated

WEALTH

£40,000 to the trustees of
Chequers, the prime minister’s
official country residence in
Buckinghamshire.

He wants the money to be
spent on ‘an identifiable and
lasting improvement’ to mark
the two vists to Chequers by
President Nixon.

and, in a lower ‘us
imperialism’.

It says nothing about the
renewed bombing offensive in
Vietnam, or indeed, about the
Vietnam war.

The Chinese bureaucracy,

obvicusly hoping to do a

key,

deal with Nixod when he
visits Peking, is ready to
sell out the workers and

peasants of Vietnam. This is
the pay off of ‘socialism in
one country’.

Peking also is opposed to
the extension of revolution to
the Indian sub-continent and
hoped to make use of its
alliance with Pakistan's
military clique to ward off
any threat to Chinese security
from India.

‘People’s Daily’ also appeals
to the national bourgeoisie:

‘It is necessary for the
medium and small countries
and people upholding justice
to strengthen their unity con-
tindously and persist in the
struggle for further smashing
the control of the United
Nations by the two super-
powers.’

So the Maoists want an
unprincipled alliance of
countries regardless of their
social systems or the nature
of their governments.

China can welcome
missions from the butcher
Numeiry of the Sudan, keep
on good terms with the
Emperor of Ethiopia and thé
Shah of Persia, carry on trade
with S Africa and hob-nob in
New York with the nationalist

riff-raff from a score of
countries.
This is what they mean

when they talk of ‘carrying
out chairman Mao’s
revolutionary diplomatic line
and policy’. 2

THE TWO-DAY summit con-
ference between President
Nixon and German Chancellor
Willy Brandt ended yesterday
with apparent agreement on
international question.. The
US will keep troops in Europe
and accepts Brandt’s
‘Ostpolitik’ while not commit-
ting itself on a European
Security  Conference  until
after Nixon's visit to Moscow.

percentage of the working

us

Purchasing power of wages (percentage increase)

W Germany Italy

Figures for the third quarter of one year are compared with those for the third quarter
of the year before.

World jobless up:
Wages held down

UNEMPLOYMENT in every
major industrial country
has risen during 1971, giving
an .unmistakable indication
of the growth of recession
in the capitalist world.

The graph shows the in-
crease in the number of job-
less for seven of the most
advanced capitalist states over
the last two years.

The highest percentage rise
was in the United States,
where the number of workless
has risen by 73 per cent over
the last two years.

In Britain, there are now

BY A WORKERS
PRESS REPORTER

46 per cent more people out
of work than there were in
1969.

Six workers in  every
hundred are unemployed in
the US and Italy, four out of
every hundred in Britain, and
more than two in every
hundred in France.

The growth of unemploy-
ment highlights the slow-down
in world trade and the cutting
back of production and in-
vestment undertaken all over
the capitalist world.

A similar survey of the in-
crease in purchasing power of
wages country-by-country for
the years 1969-1970 and 1970-
1971 indicates a fall in the
rate of increase of real wages
in the majority of capitalist
countries.

Compiled by the Organiza-
tion for Ecomomic Co-opera-
tion and Development
(OECD), these figures almost
certainly understate the
actual decline in workers’
purchasing power under the
impact of higher prices and
the threat of unemployment.

Victimized
Timex men
fight on

BY A DUNDEE CORRESPONDENT

DURING 1971 the Timex dispute at Dundee
stands as one of the bitterest. It was waged
against a tough management in conditions in
which the men had one hand tied behind their

backs—by their own union officials.

Bert Donaldson is' one of
the three shop - stewards
among 21 men still out of
work following the strike

by the factory's auto-
setters.
The men were striking

against productivity proposals
which also carried with them
cuts in wages.

In an interview on the
general unemployment situa-
tion, Mr Donaldson said:

‘It would be interesting to
see how many workers con-
tinue to support the slogan
“I'm Backing Britain”. . A
slogan coined by three or four
office girls a few years back,
it prompted unsuspecting
“patriots” to give up hard-
won concessions — such as
tea-breaks, overtime premiums
—and, in some cases, even
working one or twe hours a
week for nothing.

‘It can well be imagined
that these sacrifices have now
been cleverly integrated by

the employers as part of the
“normal” working week, and

Bert Donaldson

that the co-operative workers

are now powerless to return

to the status quo.’

‘In 1971, when wages are
systematically being reduced
by means of job evaluation,
Measured-Day Work, re-
deployment for less money,
flexibility clauses and produc-
tivity deals in general, it is to
be hoped that never again will
the British worker be
“conned” by such a slogan.’

And in view of the present
unemployment figures, it
would be more appropriate to
ask—‘Who is backing Britain?’

Bruce Crystal, another of
the sacked auto-setters, is far
from demoralized and fully
determined to carry on the
fight.

For a number of years in
the 1960s, Bruce and his wife
(they have three children)
worked in various jobs in
Canada.

Bruce’s wife said: ‘I was
right behind the strike. I
think they were going for the
right thing — after all, two
shifts is bad enough without
three.

‘With all this unemployment
they shouldn’t be allowed to
push in labour-saving
machinery. This is not just
happening in one wee place,
but all over. This is the same

as they did in the
Dundee.’

Commenting on the dispute
Bruce said:

‘Maybe Timex are sacrificing
production in the short term
(the auto shop is producing
less now than ‘before the
strike) in order to “sort out”
the union organization.

‘The timing here could
easily be due to a thin order
book because of the world
recession. But, that aside, this
{the speed-up and shift pro-
posals management wanted to
force onto the auto-shop] is
only the tip of the iceberg.

‘As [ see it, there’s no solu-
tion to automation except
cutting the working week, and
we won't get that under the
present system.’

In relation to the role of
the unions he went on to say:

‘The sheet-metal workers’
union in Canada gave a local
official the basic rate for the
job and therefore he did it
because he wanted to fight for
the men. These leaders could
be removed and were removed
if they stepped out of line.

‘Some officials here act as
dictators and it would be a
solid reminder if they could
be put back on the shop floor
at short notice. This would
be a good reminder to them.’

jute in

Attempt

to break

‘Ovambo
strike

S AFRICAN authorities are
recruiting labour from a
rival tribe in a bid to smash
the Ovambo diamond
workers’ strike,

The dispute which is threat-
ening SW Africa’s slave-like
labour-contract laws, has
paralysed production at -the
Walvis Bay and Windhoek
diamond mines.

All of the Ovambos are
in open revolt against the
labour laws and have left the
mines for their northern
homelands.

Now recruiting teams have
entered Okavango—bordering
Ovamboland on the E—to get
workers and carry the apart-
heid regime over its immediate
crisis.

Whether this drive has been
successful is not yet known,-
but Lusaka radio, 'Zambia,
has called on workers every-
where to stand by the
Ovambos.

The Commissioner - general
for the Indigenous Peoples of
SW  Africa, de Wet, has
brought forward talks between
the puppet leaders of the
Ovambo and Xavango wor-
kers and the employers.

The discussion will centre
on the labour-contract system.
Under the labour laws
Ovambos are selected by
chiefs for work in the mines
of the S. They are then graded
in terms of physical fitness
and carted off for exploitation.
They naturally have no
right to organize or strike.
The massive Ovambo walk-
out is threatening this system
on which the super-profits of
the big companies depend.

Socialist Labour League
Special Course of lectures

Iollowing ATUA Natlonal Conference decislon to prepare for the
bullding of the Party

SUNDAY JANUARY 2
Historical Materialism today

BEAVER HALL, GARLICK HILL
(Nr Mansion House tube) 7 p.m.

given by
G. HEALY (SLL national secretary)

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE
‘ MEETINGS

Make the Tory government
resign!

Return a Labour govern-

ment pledged to restore full

employment and repeal all
aws against the unions!

LUTON: Thursday Decem-
ber 30, 8 p.m. Recreation
Centre, Old Bedford Rd.
The fight against Stalinism
in the trade unions.

N LONDON: Thursday
December 30, 8pm. Town
Hall, Edmqnton. The Right-
to-Work campaign.

READING: Monday January
3, 8 p.m. Trades and Labour

Hall, Minster St. Discuss
ATUA Manifesto.
BIRKENHEAD : Tuesday

January 4, 8 p.m Music
Hall Hotel. ‘Right-to-Work’
campaign.

SW LONDON: Tuesday
January 4, 8 p.m. Small

Hall, Clapham Manor Baths,
Clapham Manor St, SW4.
Tory government conspiracy.
w LONDON: Tuesday
January 4, 8pm. ‘Prince
Albert’, Wharfedale Rd.
Make the Tories resign.
CROYDON: Thursday
January 6, 8pm. Ruskin
House, Coombe Rd, E
Croydon. Right-to-Work
campaign.

WILLESDEN: Monday
January 10, 8pm. Trades
and Labour Hall, High Rd.
Support the miners.

BRACKNELL : Tuesday
January 11, 7.30 p.m. ‘Red
Lion’, High St. Discuss

ATUA Manifésto.
BEXLEYHEATH : Tuesday
January 11, 8 p.m. ‘The
Upton’, Crook Log. Trade
unions and basic rights.
DAGENHAM : Wednesday
January 12, 8 p.m. Room
11, East Ham Town Hall
The struggle for socialism
in Bangla Desh.
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