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£1000 fund

We still need
£364-9s.-1ld.

AS WE go to press our Fund
stands at £635 10s. ld. We
still need £364 9s. 11d. by
first post on Monday morning.

There is absolutely no time
to lose if we are to complete
the target.

We appeal to all our readers.

Here is something you can
do immediately for the
Workers Press.

Mail a donation at once.
No matter how large or small
it will be greatly appreciated.

Post it to Monthly Fund,
Workers Press, 186a Clapham
High Street, London, S.W.4.

Lucas strike
for £2

ONE hundred operators, set-
ters, labourers and viewers in
the yoke shop at Lucas starter
motor factory, Birmingham,
came out on strike at 8 am.
yesterday morning following a
meeting of the night- and day-
shifts.

They agreed to meet again
next Friday. The workers are
demanding a flat £2 a week
rise for all grades for dirty
conditions.

Negotiations have been pro-
ceeding for three months.

Top bosses

pay in
food, drink

and tobacco

industries

THE BEST-PAID men in
industry are the managing
arZ fill-time direntors in the
food, drink :ad tcbacco com-
panies.

The Associated Industrial
Consultant’s Annual Survey of
Executive Salaries, published
vesterday, says average manag-
ing directors’ salary is more
than £13,000 a year, com-
pared with £10,000 in chemi-
cals and £7,500 in textiles.

Covering 3,400 directors in
300 companies, the survey
showed a considerable rise in
their salaries vin the past year.

BEER
PRICES UP

THE governmeant has accepted
the Prices "and Incomes

Board's repori recommending

an increase o! 2d. a pint on
beer.

The rise mll boost the
profits of the brewery com-
panies by £21: million a year.

WEATHER

Outlook for 4§ hours: Little
change. Continuing cold with
snow showers on exposed
coasts and widespread frost.
London area, I'. and W. Mid-
lands, NW., C natral Southern
and Central Worthern Eng-
land, Glasgow® area: Sunny
spells. Isolated snow showers.
Frost at night. Wind fresh,
N. Very cold. Maximum 3C
(37F).

S.E. England: $unny periods.
Snow showers,” mostly in E.
Frost at night., Wind strong,
NW. Very coldg Maximum 3C

(37F).

Channel Island: Snow or hail
showers. Chance of thunder.
Wind strong or gale, NW.,

becoming N. Very cold. Maxi-
mum 5C (41F). .

S.W. England: Snow showers
in W. Sunny pikriods in E.
Frost at night. Wind strong,
N. Very cold. I:Vlammum 4C

(39F
N. Ireland : Sn-pw showers.
Chance of thungler. Frost at

night. Wind strong, N. Very
cold. Maximum 2C (36F).
Edinburgh: Sncw showers.
Chance of thundier. Frost for
much of period. Wind strong
or gale, N. Very cold. Maxi-
mum 1C (34F). §

VIETNAM WAR

WHAT NOW?

Australian dockers give the answer

‘NO ONE will ever forgive or forget the terrible
massacre at “Pinkville”,” says this week’s editorial

in “I'ribune’.

No one, we reply, can ever forgive the shameless

sell-out of

‘Tribune’ and the -

‘left’ MPs when the

question was posed of concrete action against Wilson
and solidarity with the Vietnamese Revolution.

Pressure on dockers

With one eye on the
Geneva Agreement and an-
other on the Party Whip,
the ‘Tribune’ men now find
themselves reduced to a
state of flabbily mumblmg
incoherence.

Wilson tramples all over
them and they ‘fight’ back—
with rhetoric!

Says ‘Tribune’ in concluding
its editorial :

“‘Does Britain support this
hardening of American policy?’

Can these people be serious?
Do they really believe that
Wilson is opposed to Nixon's
war? Or is it sheer bloody
humbug ?

Unable to come up with a
principled programme of ac-
tion and in confor ‘with
its policy of confusim‘. me
confusion, and alway. - n-
fusion, ‘Tribune’ gives us the
benefit of Bertrand Rusell's
advice (exclusively, of course).

‘Nobody hearing him
[Brown],’ says Lord Russell,
‘would guess he is a promi-
nent spokesman for a pohtlcal
party with a Jlong anti-
imperialist tradition.’

Indeed! What tradition is
the noble Lord referring to:
Amritsar? Korea? Malaya?
or Rhodesia and Biafra?

Quite simple

So Lord Russell can only
end up by asking:

‘How in an election year
can socialism be made the
relevant issue when the most
powerful figures in the Labour
Party and the government are
determined to repudiate and
ridicule it?’

If Russell and the Wilson
worshippers in the Strand
really - want to know the
answer to this question it is
quite simple:

Follow the example of
the Sydney dockers and or-
ganize international work-
ing-class action against the
Vietnam war and its de-
fenders.

A relentless and uncom-
promising struggle against US
and. British imperialism means
first of all a repudiation of
the lying pacifistic propaganda
of ‘Tribune’ that, for, example,
welcomed  uncritically  the
diplomatic ~ maneouvres of
Johnson and now applauds
the cynical gestures of Nixon
in relation to  biological
weapons as a ‘solid victory for
the forces of sanity in the
world’.

It also means a rejection of
such ecclesiastical hypocrites
as Lord Soper who argues that
‘if you are going to war then
stop crying over the split
milk of human kindness’.

More than this, it means
the courage and resolution to
stand up to the traitors in
Wilson’s government and
mobilize the working class in
a mighty movement to stop
llllis trip to Washington! That’s

oW,
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.London employers

BY MICHAEL BANDA

UNION leaders are continu-
ing their attempts- to lift
the Tilbury container ban.

Mr Peter Shea, Transport
and General Workers’ London
docks secretary, was des-
patched to see port employers
yesterday morning.

The union’s general secret-
ary, Mr Jack Jones, claimed on
Thursday night that ‘the
answer to this very compli-
cated subject lies in the
and the
unions the
table’.

getting around

‘Black’

Jones’s call for Antwerp
dockers to ‘black’ transferred
container work, backed un-
critically by the Stalinist
‘Morning Star’, by no means
indicates official union back-
ing for the ban.

Instead of congratulating

the London and Tilbury men
for their principled stand
against containerization and
the second stage of Lord
Devlin’s docks ‘moderniz-
ation’, which under capitalist
ownership can only mean a
vast increase in the exploita-
tion of dock labour, the
‘Star’ complains that they are
being blamed ‘for the crimes
of the bosses’.
‘. . . they could have ended
the dispute long ago by
making a pay offer acceptable
to all the London dockers.’

‘Sell jobs’

Dockers, in other words,
should have been given an
opportunity to sell their jobs
for more wagesl

Neither Castle, Feather,
Jones or the Communist Party
have anything to offer the
dockers in their struggle
against betrayal.

Only the Workers Press is

AT.U.A.
meetings

READING
‘Workers Press and the
trade unions’
Tuesday, December 2
7.30 p.m.

Palmer Hall
West Street

OLLERTON
(Notts.)

‘Workers Press’

Saturday, November 29,
12 noon

Plough Inn

CASTLEFORD
‘Workers Press’
Saturday December 6,
12 noon
Ship Inn

BENTLEY
near DONCASTER
‘Workers Press’
Saturday December 6,
12 noon
Bay Horse Inn

to lift ban

By a Workers Press reporter

fighting for the unity of all
ports against the Devlin
scheme; for the maintenance
of the container ban and for
no co-operation with any new
methods of working without
full nationalization of the
docks without compensation
to the port employers and
under workers’ control.

The daily organ of the
Central Committee of the

Socialist Labour League

4,500 teachers to strike
Criticisms
of leaders

grow

BY DAVID MAUDE

TEACHERS in several
areas are becoming in-
creasingly critical of
the way their union
leaderships are con-
ducting their fight for a

‘Tribune’ and the lefts have no answer for the atrocities in Vietnam—or anywhere else.

Builders face
big struggles

BUILDING workers must prepare for big
struggles after the National Federation of Build-
ing Trades Operatives (NFBTO) leaders accepted
the employers’ pay and productivity deal on

Thursday night.

The employers have been
given a free hand for
attempts at enormous
speed-up and attacks on
rank-and-file  organization
on the sites.

The agreement, which is
expected to be finally ratified

bn December 17, includes
among the main provisions :

@ ¢ Interavailability of
labour — Men to work not
only at their own trade, but
to carry out other trades’
work when required by the
employers; bricklayers to do
joiners’ work and both to do
their own scaffolding and
labouring for example.’

The great intensification of
working that this involves has
been realized by building
workers for many years as a
result of the employers’ past
attempts to implement such a
clause.

@ A revised bonus system
—PBonus negotiations are to
be handed over by shop stew-
ards and site committees to
national officials, which will
obviously mean a drop in
bonus earnings.

@ Training schemes—One
of the employers’ aims here
will be to train men for part
of a trade and then pay less
than the craftsmen’s rate,
sweeping away the whole
status of craftsmen.

Tightening up

The way in which wages are
to be paid is itself part of the
tightening up of discipline.

By 1971 the labourers’ basic
wage would be £15 13s. 4d.
and the craftsmen’s £18 6s. 8d.
—well short of the £20 mini-
mum demanded by many
building workers.

But on top of this the em-
ployers are offering the ‘MEL’
allowance, which only applies
when the worker is not work-
ing overtime or receiving
bonus.

In order to qualify for the
MEL payment, you must not
be late or absent during the
week, nor must work be inter-
rupted by the weather, holi-
days or any actions by those
working on the site.

Building workers have al-
ready shown their willingness
@ PAGE 4 COL. 3 —

U.S. intensifies
hunt for
scapegoats

THE US ARMY’S hunt for scapegoats intensified yester-
day when it was announced in Washington that a mili-
tary commission may be set up to try former soldiers
who took part in the ‘Pinkville’ massacre.

Stalinist veteran

attacks Solzhenitsyn

VETERAN Stalinist writer
Mikhail Solokhov used the
plaiform of the Collective
Farmers’ Congress, held in
Moscow this week, to
attack the much-persecuted
Soviet novelist Alexander
Solzhenitsyn:

‘You have done away with
pests’, he told the delegates,
‘but unfortunately we still
have Colorado beetles—those
who eat Soviet bread, but
want to serve western chan-

Aircraft
blacked by
Heathrow

unions

NATIONAL AIRLINES flew
its first big jet into Heathrow
Airport yesterday in the face
of ‘blacking’ by all the major
British trade unions.

As the DC8 from Miami,
Florida, taxied to a halt,
management staff of another
American airline, Pan Am,
which has a contract to
handle National at Heathrow,
moved in to do jobs normally
carried out by trade union
members.

The unions have ‘blacked’
National because of a dispute
in the United States involv-
ing American  Machinists’
Union members dismissed by
the airline.

Also behind this growing
unrest is the Prices and In-
comes Board report published
at the end of October, which
lays down the lines for in-
creased productivity.

nels. Soviet men of letters
wish to get rid of them.’

This latest attack is full of
vital political implications.

Allies

Deeply worried by the
growing strength of the anti-
Stalinist opposition in the
Soviet Union, the bureaucracy
is now casting about for new
allies.

Who better to rally to the
fight than the collective farm
aristocracy represented at the
Moscow congress?

Stalinism leaned on the
most conservative elements in
the countryside in its fight
against * the Trotskyist Left
Opposition in the years after
Lenin’s death, and it will do
so again today.

But the balance of class
forces has changed dramatic-
ally in the intervening 40
years.

Fifteen of the 24 men now
under investigation have re-
turned to civilian life since
the March 1968 massacre, and
therefore under present
military law cannot be court-
martialled.

Government lawyers are
now considering the formation
of a Military Convention.

They «claim that Nixon,
as Commander-in-Chief of
the US armed forces, has the
authority to create such a
body to try former soldiers
accused of ‘war crimes’.

Sacrifice

We must be on our guard
against such manoceuvres.

The US ruling class will
sacrifice anyone, even it®
President, to evade respons-
ibility for its Vietnam war.

The arrest and convictiom
of a handful of ex-conscripts
trained and brutalized for th
very job they are now
latedly charged with, will
change nothing.

It will not
Vietnamese people from ime-
perialist domination and
will solve none of the
problems that - face the
American working class.

Once again, we repeat: No
scapegoats!

STOP WILSON’S WASHINGTON
VISIT' !

FOR THE DEFEAT OF US

IMPERIALISM

IN VIETNAM!

DEMONSTRATION
SUNDAY JAN. 11

ASSEMBLE : Speakers’ Corner (Marble Arch),

2 PM.
MARCH :

via Oxford Street, Regent Street,

Trafalgar Square past Downing Street.
MEETING : Lyceum Ballroom, near Aldwych,

4 P.M.

Auspices Young Socialists

liberate the.

(T

£135-a-year pay in-
crease.

How, many of them are
asking, did the executive of
the National Union of
Teachers select the 300 or

so schools that are to
strike for two weeks on
Monday?
Why is it not involving
more than 4,000 of its
members?

By 4 p.m. yesterday, almost
100,000 teachers had been in-
volved in some form of action
—Ilocal half-day or one-day
strikes—in support of their
claim.

The response to the call
for two-week strikes was
enormous. A total of some
5,000 schools applied to be
called out.

DECISIVE

What is decisive now, in
the face of continued govern-
ment intransigence towards
the demands of the teachers,
is to step up the action.

Such a break from ‘protest’
action is by no means on the
cards as far as the union
executives are concerned.

In fact, both they and their
loyal Stalinist and revisionist
‘opposition’ are violently
opposed to such a break.

A number of London
associations have already
complained about the way in
which schools for the two-
week strikes were selected
and the means by which they
were informed of the
executive’s decisions.

" The Londof schools were
selected without consultation

with the associations con-
cerned.
Strong rumours are also

- circulating that the executive

raced through the recom-
mended lists for the whole
country in a mere half-hour.

TIGER

Criticisms are also being
voiced of the NUT-National
Association of Schoolmasters’
agreement that where mem-
bers of one union are out on

other will continue working.

_The union leaderships are
riding a tiger.

A mobilization of teachers

. on such a wide scale as has

already been done must have
a profound effect.

The demand for all-out
national strike action, fought
for consistently only by the
Workers Press, must be
stepped up over the next two
weeks.

PRICE 6d.

-paper,

strike the members of the |

]}nuﬂﬂglJ

‘TROUBLE-SHOOTERS' s
labour  relations ‘tmub1e~
shooting’ team has been
appointed by British-Leyland’s
Lord Stokes, it was announced
vesterday.

Mr. Pat Lowry, at present
Engineering Employers’
Federation director, will be
labour relations director re-
sponsible for long-term policies
early in 1970.

Mr Barry Mackie, Austin-
Morris  division’s personnel
director, is to be brought onto
the board to advise on day-to-
day problems.

The appointments are
clearly connected with British-
Leyland’s drive against wages
and conditions in its Midlands
car plants.

UNEMPLOYMENT TRENDS:
The Labour government’s
present policies will cause a
steep rise in unemployment
over the next few months, the
semi-official National Insti-
tute of Economic and Social
Research reported vyesterday.

The Institute’s report claims
that on present trends, par-
ticularly if the credit squeeze
is maintained, the slowing
down of investment in manu-
facturing industry will mean
unemployment above the
730,0000 mark by the end of
1970,

VYC-10s CLEARED by BOAC:
BOAC has said that there is
no question of grounding their
fleet of 28 super and standard
VC-10 jet airliners because of
the explosions vesterday in the
engines of one of its VC-10s.

The aircraft, bound for New
York, managed to land safely
at Heathrow.

BOAC is satisfied that there
is no connection between the
incident and the crash of the
Nigeria Airways VC-10 near
Lagos last week.

CREDIT DEAL: An agree-
ment with the export-import
bank of the United States,
published yesterday as a white
establishes a further
line of credit of £41.6 million
to meet the cost of buying
American military  aircraft.
Total credit is £355 million
at 6 per cent interest.

This is the sixth instalment
of the credit facilities made
available by the American
government for this purpose,
and will cover the expected
remaining cost of Phantom
and Hercules aircraft.

MORE CZECH PURGES:
The Czechoslovak government
has dismissed the Director-
General of the official Ceteka
news agency, Jindrich Suk.

The decision was taken at
a meeting of the Federal gov-
ernment presided over by
Prime Minister Cernik.

Ceteka is the last sector of
the mass media to be hit by
the current purge of Dubcek
supporters.

Father Christmas

TODAY

Young Soc:aizst&

All the fun of

f the fair!
Punch ‘N’ Judy

CANNING TOWN PUBLIC HALL
SATURBAY, NOVEMBER 29

DOORS OPEN AT 12 NOON
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£1000 fund

We still need
£364-3s.-11d.

AS WE go to press our Fund
stands at £635 10s. 1d. We
still need £364 9s. 11d. by
first post on Monday morning.

There is absolutely no time
to lose if we are to complete
the target.

We appeal to all our readers.

Here is something you can
do immediately for the
Workers Press.

Mail a donation at once.
No matter how large or small
it will be greatly appreciated.

Post it to Monthly Fund,
Workers Press, 186a Clapham
High Street, London, S.W.4.

Lucas strike
for £2

ONE hundred operators, set-
ters, labourers and viewers in
the yoke shop at Lucas starter
motor factory, Birmingham,
came out on strike at 8 a.m.
yesterday morning following a
meeting of the night- and day-
shifts.

They agreed to meet again
next Friday. The workers are
demanding a flat £2 a. week
rise for all grades for dirty
conditions. -

Negotiations have been pro-
ceeding for three months.

Top bosses

pay in
food, drink

and tobacco

industries

THE BEST-PAID men in
industry are the managing
a~2 full-time directors in the
food, drink :ad tobacco com-
panies.

The Associated Industrial
Consultant’s Annual Survey of
Executive Salaries, published
yesterday, says average manag-
ing directors’ salary is more
than £13,000 a year, com-
pared with £10,000 in chemi-
cals and £7,500 in textiles.

Covering 3,400 directors in
300 companies, the survey
showed a conmsiderable rise in
their salaries+n the past year.

BEER
PRICES UP

THE government has accepted
the Prices 'and Incomes
Board’s report recommending
an increase of, 2d. a pint on
beer. :

The rise will boost the
profits of the brewery com-
panies by £21imillion a year.

WEATHER

Qutlook for 48 hours: Little
change. Continuing cold with
snow showers on exposed
coasts and widespread frost.
London area, I'. and W. Mid-
lands, NW,., C atral Southern
and Central }Vorthern Eng-
land, Glasgow'! area: Sunny
spells. Isolated snow showers.
Frost at night. Wind fresh,
N. Very cold. Maximum 3C
(37F). \

S.E. England: §unny periods.
Snow showers,/ mostly in E.
Frost at night., Wind strong,
N3W. Very cold.’ Maximum 3C

Channel Island{ Snow or hail

showers. Chanceg of thunder.
Wind strong oy gale, NW,,
becoming N. Very cold. Maxi-

mum 5C (41F), ,

S.W. England: Snow showers
in W. Sunny periods in E.
Frost at night. Wind strong,
N. Very cold. Maximum 4C
(39F). i

N. Ireland: Snpw showers.
Chance of thungler. Frost at
night. Wind strong, N. Very
cold. Maximum 2 C (36F).
Edinburgh: Sncw showers.
Chance of thundeer. Frost for
much of period. Wind strong
or gale, N. Very cold. Maxi-
mum 1C (34F). i

VIETNAM WAR:

HAT NOW?

Australian dockers give the answer

‘NO ONE will ever forgive or forget the terrible

massacre at “Pinkville”,

in “‘Iribune’.

99

No one, we reply, can ever forgive the shameless
sell-out of ‘Tribune’ and the ‘left’ MPs when the
question was posed of concrete action against Wilson
and solidarity with the Vietnamese Revolution.

With one eye on the
Geneva Agreement and an-
other on the Party Whip,
the ‘Tribune’ men now find
themselves reduced to a
state of flabbily mumbling
incoherence. :

Wilson tramples all over
them and they ‘fight’ back—
with rhetoric !

Says ‘Tribune’ in concluding
its editorial :

‘Does Britain support this
hardening of American policy?’

Can these people be serious?
Do they really believe that
Wilson is opposed to Nixon’s
war? Or is it sheer bloody
humbug ?

Unable to come up with a
principled programme of ac-
tion and in cor‘\fomiitx with
its policy of confusién” nfide
confusion, and alway. -.n-
fusion, ‘Tribune’ gives us the
benefit of Bertrand Rusell’s
advice (exclusively, of course).

‘Nobody hearing him
[Brown],” says Lord Russell,
‘would guess he is a promi-
nent spokesman for a political
party with a long anti-
imperialist tradition.’

Indeed! What tradition is
the noble Lord referring to:
Amritsar? Korea? Malaya?
or Rhodesia and Biafra?

Quite simple

So Lord Russell can only
end up by asking: -

‘How in an election year
can socialism be made the
relevant issue when the most
powerful figures in the Labour
Party and the government are
determined to repudiate and
ridicule it?’

If Russell and the Wilson
worshippers in the Strand
really - want to know the
answer to this question it is
quite simple:

Follow the example of
the Sydney dockers and or-
ganize international work-
ing-class action against the
Vietnam war and its de-
fenders.

A relentless and uncom-
promising struggle against US
and. British imperialism means
first of all a repudiation of
the lying pacifistic propaganda
of ‘Tribune’ that, for, example,
welcomed  uncritically  the
diplomatic maneouvres of
Johnson and now applauds
the cynical gestures of Nixon
in relation to  biological
weapons as a ‘solid victory for
the forces of sanity in the
world’.

It also means a rejection of
such ecclesiastical hypocrites
as Lord Soper who argues that
‘if you are going to war then
stop crying over the split
milk of human kindness’.

More than this, it means
the courage and resolution to
stand up to the traitors in
Wilson’s government and
mobilize the working class in
a mighty movement to stop
l]:is trip to Washington! That’s

ow.
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Commynist Party Congress
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says this week’s editorial

BY MICHAEL BANDA

UNION leaders are continu-
ing their attempts: to lift
the Tilbury container ban.

Mr Peter Shea, Transport
and General Workers’ London
docks secretary, was des-
patched to see port employers
yesterday morning.

The union’s general secret-
ary, Mr Jack Jones, claimed on
Thursday night that ‘the
answer to this very compli-
cated subject lies in the
Lopdon employers and the

uniéns getting around the
table’.

‘Black’
Jones's call for Antwerp

dockers to ‘black’ transferred
container work, backed un-
critically by the Stalinist
‘Morning Star’, by no means
indicates official union back-
ing for the ban.

Instead of congratulating

the London and Tilbury men
for their principled stand
against containerization and
the second stage of Lord
Devlin’s docks ‘moderniz-
ation’, which under capitalist
ownership can only mean a
vast increase in the exploita-
tion of dock labour, the
‘Star’ complains that they are
being blamed ‘for the crimes
of the bosses’.
‘. . . they could have ended
the dispute long ago by
making a pay offer acceptable
to all the London dockers.’

‘Sell jobs’

Dockers, in other words,
should have been given an
opportunity to sell their jobs
for more wagesl

Neither Castle, Feather,
ones or the Communist Party
ave anything to offer the
dockers in their struggle
against betrayal.

Only the Workers Press is

A.T.U.A.
meetings

READING
‘Workers Press and the
trade unions’
Tuesday, December 2
7.30 p.m.

Palmer Hall
West Street

OLLERTON
(Notts.)
‘Workers Press’

Saturday, November 29,
12 noon

Plough Inn

CASTLEFORD
‘Workers Press’
Saturday December 6,
12 noon

Ship Inn

BENTLEY
near DONCASTER
‘Workers Press’
Saturday December 6,
12 noon
Bay Horse Inn

Pressure on dockers

1o lift ban

By a Workers Press reporter

fighting for the unity of all
ports against the Devlin
scheme; for the maintenance
of the container ban and for
no co-operation with any new
methods of working without
full nationalization of the
docks without compensation
to the port employers and
under workers’ control.

- X

“Tribune’ and

Builders face
big struggles

BUILDING workers must prepare for big
struggles after the National Federation of Build-
ing Trades Operatives (NFBTO) leaders accepted
the employers’ pay and productivity deal on

Thursday night.

The employers have been
given a free hand for
attempts at enormous
speed-up and attacks on
rank-and-file = organization
on the sites.

The agreement, which is
expected to be finally ratified

bn December 17, includes
among the main provisions :

@ ‘Interavailability of
labour’ — Men to work not
only at their own trade, but
to carry out other ‘trades’
work when required by the
employers; bricklayers to do
joiners’ work and both to do
their own scaffolding and
labouring for example.’

The great intensification of
working that this involves has
been realized by building
workers for many years as a
result of the employers’ past
attempts to implement such a
clause.

@ A revised bonus system
—Bonus negotiations are to
be handed over by shop stew-
ards and site committees to
national officials, which will
obviously mean a drop in
bonus earnings.

@ Training schemes—One

of the employers’ aims here T

will be to train men for part
of a trade and then pay less

than the craftsmen’s rate,

sweeping away the whole

status of craftsmen.
Tightening up

The way in which wages are
to be paid is itself part of the
tightening up of discipline.

By 1971 the labourers’ basic
wage would be £15 13s. 4d.
and the craftsmen’s £18 6s. 8d.
—well short of the £20 mini-
mum demanded by many
building workers.

But on top of this the em-
ployers are offering the ‘MEL’
allowance, which only applies
when the worker is not work-
ing overtime or receiving
bonus.

In order to qualify for the
MEL payment, you must not
be late or absent during the
week, nor must work be inter-
rupted by the weather, holi-
days or any actions by those
working on the site.

Building workers have al-
ready shown their willingness
@ PAGE 4 COL. 3 —»

4,500 teachers to strike
Criticisms
of leaders

grOwW

BY DAVID MAUDE

TEACHERS in several
areas are becoming in-
creasingly critical of
the way their union
leaderships are con-
ducting their fight for a

the lefts have no answer for the atrocities in Vietnam—or anywhere else.

U.S. intensifies
hunt for
scapegoats

THE US ARMY'’S hunt for scapegoats intensified yester-
day when it was announced in Washington that a mili-
tary commission may be set up to try former soldiers
who took part in the ‘Pinkville’ massacre.

Stalinist veteran

attacks Solzhenitsyn

VETERAN Stalinist writer
Mikhail Solokhov used the
platform of the Collective
Farmers’ Congress, held in
Moscow this week, to
attack the much-persecuted
Soviet novelist Alexander
Solzhenitsyn:

‘You have done away with
pests’, he told the delegates,
‘but unfortunately we still
have Colorado beetles—those
who eat Soviet bread, but
want to serve western chan-

Aircraft
blacked by
Heathrow

unions

NATIONAL AIRLINES flew
its first big jet into Heathrow
Airport yesterday in the face
of ‘blacking’ by all the major
British trade unions.

As the DC8 from Miami,
Florida, taxied to a halt,
management staff of another
American airline, Pan Am,
which has a contract to
handle National at Heathrow,
moved in to do jobs normally
carried out by trade union
members.

The unions have ‘blacked’
National because of a dispute
in the United States involv-
ing American  Machinists’
Union members dismissed by
the airline.

Also behind this growing
unrest is the Prices and In-
comes Board report published
at the end of October, which
lays down the lines for in-
creased productivity.

nels. Soviet men of letters

wish to get rid of them.
This latest attack is full of

vital political implications.

Allies

Deeply worried by the
growing strength of the anti-
Stalinist opposition in the
Soviet Union, the bureaucracy
is now casting about for new
allies.

Who better to rally to the
fight than the collective farm
aristocracy represented at the
Moscow congress?

Stalinism leaned on the
most conservativé elements in
the countryside in its fight
against * the Trotskyist Left
Opposition in the years after
Lenin’s death, and it will do
so again today.

But the balance of class
forces has changed dramatic-
ally in the intervening 40
years.

Fifteen of the 24 men now
under investigation have re-
turned to civilian life since
the March 1968 massacre, and
therefore under present
military law cannot be court-
martialled.

Government lawyers are
now considering the formation
of a Military Convention.

They claim that Nixon,
as Commander-in-Chief of
the US armed forces, has the
authority to create such a
body to try former soldiers
accused of ‘war crimes’.

Sacrifice

We must be on our guard
against such manoeuvres.

The US ruling class will
sacrifice anyone, even it8
President, to evade respons-
ibility for its Vietnam war.

The arrest and convictiom
of a handful of ex-conscripts
trained and brutalized for the
very job they are now

latedly charged with, will
change nothing.
It will not liberate the

Vietnamese people from ime
perialist domination and f#t
will solve none of m

problems that - face

American working class.
Once again, we repeat: No

scapegoats!

STOP WILSON’S WASHINGTON
VISIT'!

FOR THE DEFEAT OF US

IMPERIALISM

IN VIETNAM!

DEMONSTRATION
SUNDAY JAN. 11

ASSEMBLE : Speakers’ Corner (Marble Arch),

2 P.M.
MARCH:

via Oxford Street, Regent Street,

Trafalgar Square past Downing Street.
MEETING : Lyceum Ballroom, near Aldwych,

4 PM.

Auspices Young Socialists

LT L

£135-a-year pay in-
crease.

How, many of them are
asking, did the executive of
the National Union of
Teachers select the 300 or
so schools that are to
strike for two weeks on
Monday?

Why is it not involving
more than 4,000 of its
members?

By 4 p.m. yesterday, almost
100,000 teachers had been in-
volved in some form of action
—local half-day or one-day
strikes—in support of their

m.

The response to the call
for two-week strikes was
enormous. A total of some
5,000 schools applied to be
called out.

DECISIVE

What is decisive now, in
the face of continued govern-
ment intransigence towards
the demands of the teachers,
is to step up the action.

Such a break from ‘protest’
action is by no means on the
cards as far as the union
executives are concerned.

In fact, both they and their
loyal Stalinist and revisionist

‘opposition’ are  violently
opposed to such a break.

A number of London
associations have  already

complained about the way in
which schools for the two-
week strikes were selected
and the means by which they
were informed of the
executive’s decisions.

" “The Londofi schools were

selected without consultation
with the associations con-
cerned.

Strong rumours are also
c¢irculating that the executive
raced through the recom-
mended lists for the whole
country in a mere half-hour.

TIGER

Criticisms are also being
voiced of the NUT-National
Association of Schoolmasters’
agreement that where mem-
bers of one union are out on

other will continue working.

The union leaderships are
riding a tiger.

A mobilization of teachers
on such a wide scale as has
already been done must have
a profound effect.

The demand for all-out
national strike action, fought
for consistently only by the
Workers Press, must be
stepped up over the next two
weeks.

-paper,

strike the members of the |

Briefly

‘TROUBLE-SHOOTERS’ :
labour relations ‘trouble-
shooting’ team has been
appointed by British-Leyland'’s
Lord Stokes, it was announced
yesterday.

Mr. Pat Lowry, at present
Engineering Employers’
Federation director, will be
labour relations director re-
sponsible for long-term policies
early in 1970.

Mr Barry Mackie, Austin-
Morris  division’s personnel
director, is to be brought onto
the board to advise on day-to-
day problems.

The appointments are
clearly connected with British-
Leyland’s drive against wages
and conditions in its Midlands
car plants.

UNEMPLOYMENT TRENDS:
The Labour government’s
present policies will cause a
steep rise in unemployment
over the next few months, the
semi-official National Insti-
tute of Economic and Social
Research reported yesterday.

The Institute’s report claims
that on present trends, par-
ticularly if the credit squeeze
is maintained, the slowing
down of investment in manu-
facturing industry will mean
unemployment above  the
1(9)%)00 mark by the end of

VC-10s CLEARED by BOAC:
BOAC has said that there is
no question of grounding their
fleet of 28 super and standard
VC-10 jet airliners because of
the explosions yesterday in the
engines of one of its VC-10s.

The aircraft, bound for New
York, managed to land safely
at Heathrow.

BOAC is satisfied that there
is no connection between 'the
incident and the crash of the
Nigeria Airways VC-10 near
Lagos last week.

CREDIT DEAL: An agree-
ment with the export-import
bank of the United States,
published yesterday as a white
establishes a further
line of credit of £41.6 million
to meet the cost of buying
American military aircraft.
Total credit is £355 million
at 6 per cent interest.

This is the sixth instalment
of the credit facilities made
available by the American
government for this purpose,
and will cover the expected
remaining cost of Phantom
and Hercules aircraft.

MORE CZECH PURGES:
The Czechoslovak government
has dismissed the Director-
General of the official Ceteka
news agency, Jindrich Suk.

The decision was taken at
a meeting of the Federal gov-
ernment presided over by
Prime Minister Cernik.

Ceteka is the last sector of
the mass media to be hit by
the current purge of Dubcek
supporters.

o ———— . -

TODAY

Young Socialists

~ Al the fun of the fair!

Punch ‘N' Judy

CANNING TOWN PUBLIC HALL
SATURBAY, NOVEMBER 29

DOORS OPEN AT 12 NOON

A .
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‘THE argument between
serious Communists is
over!” This was the ver-
dict, after the recent
British Communist
Party’s Congress, of a
worker who had spent
some 30 years in the
Party, and has now de-
cided for Trotskyism.

He was not referring to the
discussion at the Party Con-
gress, but to the role of the
Workers Press in politically
preparing for the Congress,
bringing out the historical
issues behind it, and fighting
for the right to send reporters
into it.

For many workers, includ-
ing Communist Party mem-
bers, the great attention paid
by ‘The Newsletter’ and then
the Workers Press to expos-
ing Stalinism had previously
seemed out of proportion.
The main argument used by
the Communist Party against
" Trotskyism has been ‘you’re
always concentrating your
attack on the Communist
Party’.

Yet now it becomes crystal-
clear why the exposure of
Stalinism is the most necessary
political preparation for vic-
tory over the enemy class.

Advanced workers all over
Britain and throughout Europe
‘suddenly’ discover that they
must break out of the Stalinist
ideology if the working class is
to answer the problems posed
by the capitalist crisis.

In this situation.the Workers
Press plays a unique role. Only
a Trotskyist party, based on
the whole historical struggle
for Marxism, can answer the
questions which now come up
for those workers who have
followed the Stalinist parties.

If we look at the proceed-
ings of the Communist Party
Congress it becomes clear that
Stalinism has entered just as
deep a crisis as imperialism
itself.

This is of course because
Stalinism represents the poli-
tics of a bureaucracy in the
USSR which leans on imperial-
ism to deal with the working
class.

In order to be able to do
that, Stalinism had to physi-
cally wipe out the Bolshevik
leadership, including Trotsky,
and also to wipe out the real
history of Bolshevism.

Crisis point

Those Communist Party
workers who now find them-
selves at a crisis point will-find
the road forward omly by
restoring the connection with
that past, with those forces
which Stalin tried to destroy.
That is why the Workers
Press, organ of the Central
Committee of the Trotskyist
Socialist Labour League, had
such an impact on the Com-
munist Party Congress.

The biggest and most pub-
licized division at the Congress
was over the Warsaw Pact
intervention in Czechoslovakia.
Over one quarter of the dele-
gates voted against the Execu-
tive Committee’s resolution.
The Executive had opposed
the intervention.

As the Workers Press has’

pointed out, much of the sup-
port for the Soviet interven-
tion arises from opposition to
the ultra-reformist line of
Gollan and Ramelson and the
EC majority.

Party militants, frustrated
by the right-wing policies of
this leadership, and as yet not
understanding the Stalinist
source of these policies, turn
to what they see as the ‘hard
line’ of Stalin and the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet
Union.

These workers cannot long
remain in such a position. In
the first place, Palme Dutt,
Party chairman, who came out
in favour of the invasion of
Czechoslovakia, went out of
his way to make clear that he

supported Gollan and the
leadership on their reformist
policies in Britain.

He is in favour of their
‘Parliamentary Road to Social-
ism’. Of their crawling sub-
servience to the ‘left’ trade
union leaders like Daly,
Scanlon and Jones, he says :

‘. . . I believe that our EC
and the Editorial Board of the
“Morning Star” are doing an
outstanding job over so many
issues, especially in promoting
left unity’. (‘Comment’, Oct-
ober 11, 1969.) °

This is certainly not the
opinion of many of the Party
members who voted with Dutt
as a way of opposing Gollan.

More important is that Dutt
is even more adamant than
Gollan and Ramelson in
opposing any historical settling
of accounts.

In effect he has always con-
sidered. that Khrushchev
showed unpardonable weak-
ness in making his ‘revelations’
about Stalin, and that it would

«

By Cliff
Slaughter

ism. . . . (Emphasis in
orginal.)

Where do ‘good intentions’
come into it ?

The Stalinist bureaucracy
repeated in Czechoslovakia in
1968 its line against the Polish
and Hungarian workers in
1956. The task of Marxists is
to analyse this line and its
social and political basis, not
to pass moral judgement on

the ‘justification’ of actions
and the ‘intentions’ behind
them.

This theoretical bankruptcy
is, in fact, identical with that
of Dutt.

It is the history and analysis
of Stalinism which is necessary
in order to explain the be-
haviour of the Kremlin bureau-
cracy and to point the way
forward for the working class:
political revolution to over-
throw the bureaucracy in the
USSR and Eastern Europe, and
social revolution against im-
perialism.

The supporters of Dutt

Woddis (seen right, with Gollan) : Avoided the main question of
WHY the invasion of Czechoslovakia took place.

have been better to leave
everything as it was.

It is precisely this history,
the history of Stalinism, which
Communists need to under-
stand before they can grasp
the reason for the reformist
degeneration of the British
Communist Party and every
other Stalinist Party.

It is because Dutt cannot
provide this analysis that he
will not retain the allegiance of
the left elements among CP
workers who voted for him at
the Congress.

It is for this reason that
the Workers Press articles on
Stalinism before and during
the Congress made such an
impact.

But if we look at it from the
other side, the historical aspect
comes out in even sharper
outline. Let us take the speech
of Jack Woddis, who repre-
sented the views of Gollan and
the EC on Czechoslovakia.

He says :

‘What is the essence of the
question which Congress is
called on to debate and vote
on? It is whether five Warsaw
Pact countries were justified in
intervening in Czechoslovakia.’

He then devotes his speech
to arguing that there was no
justification for the invasion.
But surely in that case ‘the
essence of the question’ is—
why did the invasion take
place 2!

Woddis says, quite rightly,
that the changes coming up in
Czechoslovakia in 1968, before
the intervention, arose out of a
situation where previously,
under Novotny, ‘There had
been gross violations of social-
ist legality, and false accusa-
tions and repressions against
Communist Party members and
others, involving thousands of
victims, some of whom had
been wrongfully executed’.

Now, Messrs Gollan, Ramel-
son and Woddis !

If 600,000 troops were sent
in to prevent the Czech work-
ing class from making the
changes they wanted, and you
consider the intervention ‘un-
justified’, how can you avoid
the conclusion that the Soviet
leadership rejected any change
from the Novotny regime of
‘repression’ and  ‘wrongful’
executions’ ?

How else do you explain the
intervention? That is more
important than denouncing it.

It is only a sign of bank-
ruptcy to say, as Woddis does,
‘That is why interference from
outside, even if dictated by
the best of intentions, is harm-
ful to the building of social-

found themselves meeting to-
gether in the intervals and
sitting together during sessions,
to such an extent that the
Congress chairman had to re-
mind them that such behaviour
constituted a breach of the
Party rules against ‘factions’.

There was a bitter and
significant irony here.

Trotsky and the
Opposition, and later the
Fourth International, have
always fought for the right of
organized political opposition
on principled platforms within
a Communist Party.

Until the emergency ban on
factions of 1921, this right was
operative inside the Bolshevik
Party. The ban was retained as
a weapon of the Stalinist
bureaucracy. ‘

Faction right

When the Warsaw Pact
troops invaded Czechoslo-
vakia, one of their purposes
was to prevent the Czech
Communist Party Congress
due one month later.

Most of all, as the official
Soviet Communist Party state-
ment made clear, the Congress
had to be stopped because it
was intended that it would
give freedom to factions and
opposition platforms.

In other words, within the
Communist Party there would
appear a political reflection of
the changes going on in the
Czech working class and intel-
ligentsia; the possibility was
imminent of an organized and
public expression of the move-
ment towards political revolu-
tion against the bureaucracy.

This would have been a
terrific blow to the Stalinist
bureaucracy internationally.

Hence the irony: at the 31st
Congress of the British Com-
munist Party, a minority were
warned that their activity was
‘factional’, and yet they were
‘factionalizing’ in support of a
military action . . to stop
the right of factions in the
Party!

The contradiction is not
just a logical trick or some-
thing that can be ironed out,
but a real and insoluble con-
tradiction exemplifying the
crisis of Stalinism.

In Woddis’s speech no con-
clusions were drawn about the
political and historical mean-
ing of the intervention, and in
so far as Woddis attempts any,
they blow up in his face.

For example, he points out
the absurdity of the Soviet
claim that the intervention was

Left

to put down ‘counter-revolu-
tion’:

‘They [the troops] did not
occupy the premises of the
K231 Club and KAN organiza-
tion [said to be the seats of a
counter - revolutionary  plot]
but they occupied premises of
the government, the Central
Committee, and “Rude Pravo”.
They did not produce or
arrest a single counter-revolu-
tionary or CIA agent—but
they arrested the leaders of
the Communist Party and the
Socialist State, including the
First Secretary of the Com-
munist Party, the Prime
Minister, the Chairman of the
National Assembly, the Chair-
man of the National Front,
and the Secretary of the
Prague City Committee.’

Why cannot Woddis con-
clude, therefore, that the
Soviet bureaucracy intervened
in its own interests, which are
opposed to those being de-
manded by the working class
in Czechoslovakia? Instead he
returns to his generalizations:

‘We can never accept the
right of any Party or Socialist
State to intervene in the affairs
of another in this way.’

To be sure. But does
Woddis mean ‘never’? What
about Hungary, 1956?

Brutal repression

Armed intervention and
brutal repression smashed the
revolution of workers’ coun-
cils, murdered Imre Nagy,
Pal Maletar and many others.
The British Communist Party
supported this counter-revolu-
tionary intervention.

Stalinism is not just the
record of Stalin’s crimes.

At this Congress there could
be no easy talk about the ‘cult

of the individual’ as the
‘explanation’ of  Stalinist
history.

This time the historical

questions are decisive for any
move forward from the crisis
reached by Communist Party
members.

Ignored by the Party leaders,
because politically those
questions mean their political
death, nonetheless these
questions dominated the Con-
gress.

They did not dominate it
only symbolically, as could be
said at previous Congresses,
but they were brought before
the eyes of every delegate in
the pages of the Workers
Press, with a devastating
exposure of the Stalinist
record of the leadership.

What did the Workers Press
represent at that Congress?

It represented not simply
the fact that the past history
exists and must be reckoned
with; but it brought right into
the Congress the force, the
movement, that has been
built on this history, built on
the struggle against Stalinism,
and that now poses the
question of alternative revolu-
tionary leadership for every
communist.

Part two will appear inm
Tuesday’s Workers Press.

Saturday, November 29, 1969

Wainwright : Gave delegates two

choices, for or against the EC’s
Czech position.

Gollan : Needs Johnstone to fight
Trotskyism.

Behind the
scenes at

the Congress

Dear Comrade,

As a Communist Party
member I feel I must write to
congratulate you on succeeding
in obtaining your press creden-
tials for the Party Congress
and on your reports of it.

I am sure it would have
done the hearts good of your
comrades who so selfiessly
produce and sell your news-
paper to have seen how each
copy bought inside the Con-
gress hall was passed along the
rows to be read by the many
delegates who themselves felt
embarrassment at being seen
buying it.

This interest was greatly
helped by the way your appli-
cation for admission was
handled.

I did not speak to a single
delegate who did not feel that
the whole thing was dealt with
in an absolutely hamhanded
and incompetent manner.

What has however still to be
grasped by most is that this
‘boob’ was not politically for-
tuitous. It showed that you do
not have to scratch very deep
below the surface of even such
a King Street New-Look Tech-
nological-Age White-Hope as
Dr Tony Chater to find an
Old-Style Unreformed Stalinist
consumed with hatred of
Trotskyism and instinctively
resorting to any lie, however
laughable, to prevent first-
hand Trotskyist coverage of
the Congress.

What is however new and
extremely significant is that
with the growth of Trotskyist
influence reflected in your pro-
duction of the daily Workers
Press the CP leaders were

_forced to beat a humiliating

retreat and for the first time
in the Party’s history to admit
an officially accredited repre-
sentative of a Trotskyist paper.

w

This same new situation was
reflected in George Matthew’s
reply to discussion in the

Czechoslovak debate to the-

salient points of which you
gave prominence.

Here a division of labour
had been carefully worked out
by the King Street hierarchy.
Realizing the dangers for them
reflected in the many resolu-
tions demanding a fundamental
analysis of the causes of the
invasion and the distortions in
the ‘socialist’ states that it
revealed, they were determined
to prevent these being put to
the Congress, which, they in-
sisted, should only be allowed
to vote for or against their
resolutions of August 1968.

It was agreed that Monty
Johnstone should jump up at
the beginning of the Congress
ahead of anyone else to oppose
this.

As prearranged, Bill Wain-
wright, heading the Resolu-
tions Committee, would then
counterpose a ‘reasonable’
proposal, sure of adoption,
that a decision should be
deferred till the next day when
delegates concerned had had
a chance to discuss the matter
with his committee.

Johnstone then led a group
of delegates into the com-
mittee and, after a sham fight,
persuaded most of them to
agree to Wainwright’'s pro-
posals in the interests of
‘unity’ against the faction sup-
porting the invasion.

Things nearly went wrong
however when Jack Dunman

(the Party’s agricultural expert
for two decades who had
fallen foul of the Party leader-
ship when, for entirely non-
political reasons, he was sacked
from his full-time job at King
Street a few years ago) the
next day insisted on pressing
the issue to a division.

Wainwright assured the
Congress that delegates wish-
ing to go farther than the EC
should be able to do so in the
debates, a useful safety valve
which could commit them to
nothing.

When it became clear from
the applause of delegates at
attacks on the Husak regime
and Soviet policies in the
speech of Essex secretary
Peter Sampson, followed by
Johnstone’s Kkite-flying dema-
gogic speech, that many dele-
gates wanted a stand on these
lines, Matthews made his
clever reply pretending to
repudiate the Party’s past kow-
towing to Stalinist repressions.

This led the unwary to think
that the leadership was accept-
ing their points. The extent of
Matthew’s sincerity can be
judged, however, by the fact
that he prevented those pass-
ages from his speech appearing
the next day in the ‘Morning
Star’, which he edits.

Another example of King
Street’s double game, and the
collusion of the ‘liberals’, is
shown by the decision that

Monty Johnstone should not
go on the new EC.

This plausible - sounding
demagogue is far more useful
to King Street if he continues
to be able to fly his liberal
kites and syphon off discontent
without committing the EC as
he would do if he were on it.

However, finding that many
branches and districts who
have illusions in him nomin-
ated him to the EC, he could
not withdraw without giving
the game away.

So he reached an agreement
with his old friend Reuben
Falber, Gollan’s assistant gen-
eral secretary and in charge
of the Election Preparations
Committee, on the reply to be
given to those who could not
be prevented from seeing that
committee to support his
nomination.

They were told that, al-
though Johnstone was ‘a good
comrade’, he did not qualify
for the EC because he had not
in recent years played any part
in his branch or district leader-
ships—a fact which, if used as
a criterion generally, would of
course exclude also Gollan,
Falber, and almost everyone at
King Street.

The biggest division at the Congress took place over the Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia—over one quarter voting against the
Executive Committee.

What Falber did not reveal
was that Johnstone was carry-
ing out a King Street decision
to devote himself to bolstering
up and giving a new look to
the Party’s crumbling ‘ideo-
logical’ work, and utilizing his
friends like Miliband and
Anderson on the ‘New Left’,
who offer him valuable space
in their journals, and his
‘Tribune’ and Labour
friends like Michael Foot.

He is clearly of far more use
to John Gollan concentrating
on ‘research’, writing and
speaking around the country
against Trotskyism and for
New-Look Stalinism than he
would be working in his
branch, which he can always
get to support him and elect
him to Congresses.

Nonetheless, Johnstone asked
his supporters to accept the
‘validity’ of Falber’s points and
dissuaded them from raising
the matter from the floor at
the closed session before the
vote. Despite this, and the fact
that he was not on the recom-
mended list, his vote topped
the 100 mark.

Although there is friendly
co-operation between Gollan
and extremely dangerous fake
anti-Stalinists like Johnstone,
King Street’s relations with
Sid French and his supporters
are extremely strained,

When the ‘affable’ Monty
walks into No. 16 there are
smiles all round, but on the
rare occasions that the ‘dis-
loyal’ Sid is there for district
secretaries’ meetings, faces are
grim and tense.

Obliquely and through a dis-
torted Stalinist prism French
and company reflect a deep-
seated and genuine dissatisfac-
tion with the opportunist and
electoralist cretinism of the
Gollan leadership felt by many
of the Party’s industrial mili-
tants.

¢
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French, who is supported by
four districts (Surrey, South
Midlands, Hants and Dorset
and, to a lesser extent, North-
East) and received nearly 90
votes for the EC, has no in-
tention of dissolving his anti-
leadership faction.

Of particular interest will
be to see if the ageing and
sick Palme Dutt consents to
use his ‘Labour Monthly’
directly or indirectly as their
factional organ.

All these factions and
leaders represent blind alleys
for the many sincere Com-
munists in the CP who are
looking  for  revolutionary
answers to their problems.

It is probable that in the
future period Matthews within
the leadership and particularly
Johnstone outside, but in
cahoots with it, will make
increasingly loud and frequent
‘anti-Stalinist” noises and
‘analyses’ in or%“er to canalize
the growing  ‘ritical spirit
among particulayly Communist
youth and studehts.

French in his turn will try
to win support for his faction
by exploiting the revulsion felt
by increasing numbers of Com-
munist workeif with their
Party’s class vollaborationist
policies.

Though formally still pro-
fessing allegiaice to the re-
formist ‘British Road To
Socialism’, he is liable to be
forced sooner or later to
oppose its whole perspective,
conveniently forgetting, of
course, that it was initiated
by his mentor, Joseph Stalin.

British Stalinism is weak
and splitting.

In this situation the Workers
Press can play an inestimable
role in helping to develop a
genuine revolutionary con-
sciousness in the Party’s ranks.

Its daily publication is in-
deed a superb achievement and
those of us carrying on this
fight inside the CP look to
you.

We thank you for your help,
above all in the form of your
theoretical articles and your
exposure of the dishonest
manoeuvres of King Street and
its collaborators.

The recentarticles by Robert
Black were particularly excel-
lent in the exposure of that
Sibyl of anti-Trotskyism, Mrs
Betty Reid-Lewis. We look
forward to others of similar
theoretical depth and polemi-
cal intransigznce.

With fraternal greetings,
A Marxist in the CP
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Workers construct Japan’s first nuclear-powered ship in Tokyo.

THE RISING SUN is
certainly shining bril-
liantly for the moment—
but can it all last, and if
so for how long? No-one
knows the answer to
these questions, least of
all Japanese businessmen
and economists.

The former, at least, are
out to make hay while they
can and are ready to take
enormous risks as long as the
present wave of optimism
continues. But, as one of
the economists wrote, ‘the
stronger the sunshine, the
more danger from sunstroke’.

Japanese capitalism’s con-
tinuous expansion depends
above all upon the continued
growth in the demand for
Japanese exports, in other
words the expansion of the
world market.

During the 1960s Japan has
benefited from the uneven
development of the capitalist
world system and' has taken
advantage of the lde of flexi-

bility in economie’} like those
of Britain and Fra”lce

in particular an [jincreasingly
bitter struggle wi Germany
for the world market can be
expected. ;

Since the mark‘&:evaluation

If world trade grows more
slowly than it has ‘been doing,
and still more if ik contracts,
or if Japanese indy stry should
see its share in wvorld trade
reduced, there woulld certainly
be diﬁiculty in mairitaining the
expansion rate. :

Like any other’ capitalist
boom, that in ]apan feeds on
itself.

Growth of marke«*s encour-

ages business to invest more
heavily in new plant and
machinery. Japanese capitalists,
in particular, have been daring
in undertaking huge invest-
ments without any certainty of
profits.

The boom has enabled these
to pay off so far.

A heavy investment rate is

favourable all round: <it gulls-

the rest of the economy for-
ward and enables real wages
to rise, although profits rise
much faster.

It eases the way for govern-
ment finance by bringing in
more revenue without in-
creased taxes.

It encourages banks to make
bigger loans and extends
further credit to business
savings and deposits continue
to grow.

It stimulates development of
new technologies and—a field
in which Japanese technicians
have particularly shone — the
turning of a brilliant discovery
perhaps made elsewhere into
the basis of a new mass-
produced commodity to sell
throughout the world.

Technology

Moreover, as in any process
of rapid investment, the pro-
portion of new, up-to-date and
technologically advanced plant
remains high (and may even
rise).

This has been of particular
importance to Japanese in-
dustry in the past decade
because older-established rivals
such as Britain were using a
higher proportion of old style,
sometimes technologically ob-
solete, plant and found diffi-
culty in switching production
to lines to meet world demand.

Everything depends upon
whether the market at home
and abroad continues to ex-
pand, and whether the rate of
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investment—which represents
demand for capital goods—can
itself be maintained.

The great nightmare of
capitalists operating in a boom
situation is that of surplus
capacity. This could arise from
a setback to the growth of
demand—such as a slump in
world trade or increased trade
competition—or a misdirection
of investment so that equip-
ment was installed to build
something for which demand
had fallen off.

Foreigners have often pre-
dicted that Japanese industry
was heading for trouble pre-
cisely for such reasons and
there has been anxiety in Japan
itself.

Because a general problem
of over-capacity has not arisen
so far does not mean that it
never will.

In fact, since it depends to a
large extent upon world con-
ditions outside of Japanese
control, such a situation could
arise in an important sector of
the economy without much
warning.

Given the composition of
Japanese exports, and the de-
pendence upon imports — and
thus sensitivity to balance of
payments deficits—there is no
possibility that the home
market could expand the
equal speed to take up the
slack.

Although excess capacity
has not yet appeared as a
general problem — though it
has, of course, in the declining
industries—it remains endemic
as a possibility.

Failure to grow continuously
would inevitably expose the
fragile financial basis of the
boom: the heavy indebtedness
of many industrial firms, rash
investment by banks and
financial houses and excessive
investment in some fields.

Some economists place much

1 particularly in the most technologically-advanced industries such as the railways,
Victory for railway strikers—October 1968.

faith in the home market’s
capacity to continue expand-
ing.

Certainly, despite Japan’s
phenomenal growth rates, con-
sumption has taken a back
seat, housing has been
neglected, food intake is well
below that in western coun-
tries, working-class living stan-
dards remain frugal and house
room is very limited.

Certainly consumption has
been growing—as as result of
the high demand for labour
power and, indeed, the appear-
ance of actual shortages during
the last few years.

The unions’  bargaining
power has increased and wage
increases have been won.
Japanese wages have thus
moved closer. to those in the
advanced capitalist countries.

Increasing working - class
militancy — though most evi-
dent so far ih industries
threatened by technological
advance—threatens one of the
bases of Japanese capitalism’s
success.

- Contradiction

It is all very well to speak
about the expansion of the
home market, but so far as it
must be based upon higher
wages and salaries, it can only
mean higher labour costs for
the export and capital goods
industries.

There is, therefore, a contra-
diction between industries
tuned to the home market—
such as food and consumer
goods—and those which find
their main or essential markets
abroad.

There is a contradiction,
too, between the demands of
the working class — super-ex-
ploited, despite rising real
wage levels—and the needs of
big business to keep down
costs in order to ward off the
tendency for the rate of profit
to fall. N

The argument that to pay
workers and salary-earners
more can keep the economy
moving on a continuously
ascending plane is a fallacy
bred out of reformism and
Keynesian economics.

The home market cannot
take over from the world

market as the motive force in
Japan’s expansion.

Intensified struggle to main-
tain and increase the share of
world trade will remain as it
always has been, an imperative
for Japanese capital.

This means, as it does in
every capitalist country, a
struggle against its own work-
ing class to hold down wages
and take back concessions
won.

Through various forms of
paternalism, Japanes capitalists
have achieved a certain success
in tying workers to their firms
(e.g. by life-long security of
employment, welfare schemes,
etc.) and trade unions have
accepted this position.

Such characteristics of ‘tradi-
tional’ Japan are bound to be
increasingly undermined, if not
actually to disppear, and the
way will be open for a revo-
lutionary Marxist party to take
the lead in the class struggle,

Consciousness

The boom itself has tended
to exacerbate class relations in
Japan, to strengthen the work-
ing class numerically and pre-
pare the way for more effective
political intervention as well
as wages struggles.

So far the lag in working-
class consciousness has en-
abled Japanese capitalism to
increase its competitive edge
over rivals. Such advantages
are, by their nature, imperma-
nent.

There are other problems
which are worth mentioning,

First of these concerns re-
lations with other capitalist
countries.

The Japanese government
has so far obsequiously fol-
lowed the American lead on
external political questions
while resisting penetration of
foreign capital into Japan.

The home market has been
highly protected but, under
American pressure, some
liberalization is now taking
place.

Foreign capitalists eye with
interest the large internal
market and hope to cash in on
it more in the future than they
have been able to do in the

_past.

More intensive competition
in their own preserves does
not, please many industrialists

-as high-priced home sales en-

able them to keep down export
prices.

Another trend is for foreign,
especially American, capital to
demand a bigger share of the
surplus- value- extracted from
the Japanese working class.

Although there is some
foreign investment in Japanese
industry, government. policy
has been to prevent it getting
larger.

Some proposed investments
have been prevented. Now,
however, there are also signs

that, responding to US pres-
sure, the Japanese government
will permit American firms to
establish or extend connec-
tions with industry.

Secondly the continued
growth of the Japanese
economy reduces the ‘catching
up’ factor in the successes of
the past decade or so.

The pressure to find new
outlets for capital will in-
crease: it must thus find new
products and new technologies
if a barrier is not soon to be
reached to the continued in-
crease in investment which has
fed the boom.

the government has periodic-
ally had to slow the expansion
rate and create ‘recessions’.

In these periods growth has
been slowed by a few per cent,
not halted, but the warning
lights have flashed.

There is no guarantee that
one of these slowdowns, im-
posed by world market con-
ditions, could not spark off a
more serious and curtailing
credit.

Still more dangerous from
the Japanese point of view
would be an attack on in-
flation and the balance of pay-
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Several thousand housewives demonstrated recently against the
increased cost of rice. The average rise of prices over the
last five years is 6 per cent, which is the highest in the world.

Conditions for growth on
this score alone are likely to
become more difficult.

Thirdly, like all capitalist
booms, that in Japan has been
accompanied by inflation. With
the inherent weaknesses of the
financial structure and depend-
ence upon remaining price
competitive in the world mar-
ket, inflation is a major focus
of anxiety about future pros-
pects.

It is closely linked, of
course, with the prospect of
raising wage costs already
referred to.

To counter balance of pay-
ments deficits and maintain
the external value of the yen,

ments problem in the United
States.

About one-third of Japan’s
exports find their way to the
United States. An unknown
proportion of the remainder
depends upon US spending and
investment in other countries.

In other words, Japan’s
boom has been closely linked

“in the’ past decade with the

uninterrupted growth of the
US economy and would be
exposed to anything which
brought this to an end.

On the whole, despite the
growth and the size of the
Japanese economy today, the
conclusion of this analysis
would be that rather than

Japanese events having an
effect on the capitalist world
market, the reverse is the case.

The collapse of the boom in

~ Japan is most unlikely as an

isolated national phenomenon;
only temporary recessions of
the kind which have periodic-
ally occurred in the past 20

years without having wide
repercussions outside Japan
are likely.

On the other hand, a con-
traction of world trade, or
even a failure to expand, a
recession in the United States
or in Europe —or even a
marked improvement in the
competitiveness of other coun-
tries (say through competitive
devaluation following a
monetary crisis) — could have
serious and uncontrollable
repercussions in Japan.

Japanese capitalism is highly
dependent upon outside forces.

It is deeply involved with
the world market and liberal-
ization of import trade and
capital investment will only
make it more so.

Its new-found strength,
which causes so much wonder,
bhas roots which are not too
difficult to explain.

Its maintenance depends
upon many forces which are
not under the control of gov-
ernment or business in Japan.

Antagonisms

The economy will have to
run faster merely to stay in
the same place.

The boom has enabled many
problems to be stored away or
postponed : but during its
course there is no doubt that
it has created many which are
coming up for resolution.

As this happens the old
traditional structures and re-
straints which have helped to
keep social antagonisms in
check will be undermined.

No one would be wise to
predict a smooth untroubled
future for Japan on the basis
of past economic achievements
and the present prosperity.

On the contrary, as the
struggle in the universities and
against subordination to
American policy shows, Japan-
ese society reflects deep
currents of disturbance which
show themselves first and most
strongly in the most sensitive
sections: students and youth.

The working class, restrained
by leaders no less corrupt,
limited and ready to betray
and compromise than their
European counterparts, is now
one of the largest and highly
organized in the world.

Much of it is new to in-
dustry and is still absorbing
the improvements in living
standards which the boom has
made possible.

There can, however, be no
doubt about its capacity for
combat given the leadership
and the consciousness.
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Power
workers to
continue
pay fight

RANK - AND - FILE power
station workers—incensed by
their officials’ recent accept-
ance of a 10 per cent wage
offer from the Electricity
Council—meet in London to-
morrow.

According to a leaflet cir-
culated to shop stewards and
works' committee representa-
tives in the industry, the pur-
pose of the conference ‘is to
consider the position and the
many problems confronting
workers in electricity supply.

‘To co-ordinate and
strengthen the efforts of all
stations and depots in the
continuing struggle to improve
wages and working conditions
of the 130,000 manual work-
ers in the industry.’

—————

Jails full
to bursting

THERE are now three times
more people in prison in
England and Wales than be-
fore the war, according to the
Home Office.

By the early 1970s, 40,000
are expected to be in prison,
whilst already about 9,000
prisoners are sleeping two
and three to a cell.

A Home Office White Paper
says that over half those sen-
tenced to more than 18
months’ imprisonment for an
indictable offence are recon-
victed within two years of
release.

shipowners

{0 be liable
for oil
pollution

AN international agreement to
impose heavier penalties on
shipowners for oil pollution
is likely to be signed today.

A conference of the Inter-
governmental Maritime Con-
sultative Organization has al-
most completed drawing up
two international conventions
which will double the present
fines.

The conference has laid
strict liability for pollution on
the shipowners, except in
cases of war and grave natural
disaster.

YEMEN OIL
TAKE-OVER

SOUTH YEMEN yesterday
nationalized 36 foreign firms
including the oil marketing
organizations of BP, Shell
Mobil, Esso and Caltex; but
the British and US refineries
were not affected.

The eight foreign banks in
the country, four of them
British, are to be merged into
‘the National Bank of South
Yemen’.

attack tenants

Fight rent rises with
factory actio

JUST TEN days after their court-room ‘victory’ over

the four Poplar rent strikers, the Tory Greater
London Council has announced another swingeing
all-round increase in rents for their 100,000 tenants.

Broadcasting
trouble hits
the West

A CHARGE of biased re-
porting has been levelled at
the British Broadcasting Cor-
poration by its Bristol staff.

While technicians at Har-
lech Television’s Bristol and
Cardiff studios staged brief
strikes on Thursday after-
noon, the BBC men - were
electing spokesmen to put
forward their views.

The dispute at the commer-
cial company was over bonus
pay.

Only the management had
been given an opportunity to
air its views on proposals for
the future of radio by the
News and Current Affairs de-
partment, claimed the 600
BBC staff’s 12 spokesmen on
Thursday night.

Management  replies to
criticisms of ‘Broadcasting in
the Seventies’ had been fully
reported in a special issue of

the BBC’s house magazine
‘Ariel’.
But this has not been

balanced by similar coverage
of staff views.

The Bristol staff’s spokes-
men welcomed some of the
promised changes in the cor-
poration’s original plans.

Pledges to finance experi-
mental programmes were par-
ticularly significant, they felt.

But they rebutted ‘most
strongly the management view
that there has been adequate
public consultation and that
the BBC is free to implement
its plans’.

Harlech Television’s 400
technicians struck on Thurs-
day afternoon over a bonus
dispute.

But evening programmes
went out on schedule after a
last-minute decision by the
three unions involved to hold
talks with the management.

The men claim Harlech has
not continued bonus payments
at the same level as the irp-
dependent companies which
held the contracts previously.
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See the film of the first issue being prepared and
printed and the film ‘Young Socialists, 1969

NEWCASTLE

Sunday, November 30, 7.30 p.m.
County Hotel, Neville Street

LEEDS

Wednesday, December 3, 8 p.m.
The ‘Oild Bar’
Students’ Union, Leeds University

CLIFF SLAUGHTER (Central Committee member,
Socialist Labour League)
JOHN NOLAN (Young Socialists)

CANTERBURY

Monday, December 8, 8 p.m.
The Cornwallis Bullding
University of Canterbury

LIVERPOOL

Sunday, December 14, 7.30 p.m.
Shaftesbury Hotel, Mount Pleasant

Speakers at Newcastle, Liverpool and Canterbury will
be:
MIKE BANDA (Editor of Workers™ Press)

SHEILA TORRANCE (National Secretary of the
Young Socialists)

The average rise, accord-
ing to Tory housing com-
mittee chairman Horace
Cutler, will be 7s. 6d. and
the maximum increase 10s.

Similar increases were
made 13 months ago.

Cutler’s apparent joviality
about the benefits of the GLC’s
.rent rebate scheme will fool
nobody, particularly when he
goes on to state that the
council intends to take an
extra £12 millicn out of
tenants’ pockets in 1970-1971.

‘We decided in all fairness
that it was a matter of great
urgency to stop the housing
revenue account going into
the red,” he announced.

Profits reaped

Not for nothing is the Tory
rent scheme called a ‘fair
rents policy’.

It certainly works fairly
and squarely in the interests
of the GLC’s big business
pals—the bankers and finan-
ciers who reap millions in
interest charges from ten-
ants every year.

Of course the Tories weep
croccdile tears about this in-
crease being due to Labour
gcvernment policy.

But this only underlines the
extent to which the Wilson
leadership has opened the
door for Tory reaction to hit
out at the working class.

Controls farce

The Labour government’s
‘rent controls’ are nothing
more than a farce.

At present, housing minister
Anthony Greenwood is pilot-
ing a Bill through the

Builders

® FROM PAGE ONE

to fight back against such a
deal.

But the central question is
the building of a new leader-
ship.

The existing union leaders
have shown by their accept-
ance of the penny cut in
builders’ wages a year ago,
their attempt to sell the tea
break for 6d. an hour and
now their craven capitulation
over the new deal that they
have to be removed.

To do this will mean a fight
against the Stalinist-dominated
London Building Workers’
Joint Sites Committee.

The Committee put out a
leaflet at the lobby of the
NFBTO meeting on Thursday
which called for ‘widespread
militant action’ to back their
policy of :

‘Our leadership will never
convince the employers until
we convince them that we
intend to fight.’

The rejection of the deal
and the £20 basic wage cannot
be won under the leadership
of the present executives, but
only by a ruthless fight to
replace them and all those
who cover up for them.

Commons to limit rent in-

creases . to 7s. 6d. in
any year!
Following the court de-
cision to issue

evictios
notices to East Londoa
tenants fighting the previous

round rises,
new increases face the
tenants’ movement with a

crisis situation.

Rebates or no rebates, many
thousands of GLC tenants
could not afford the previous
increases, let alone the new

ones.

But the GLC clearly hopes
that the threat of eviction will
dampen tenants’ militancy and
prevent an all-out fight against
the rises.

Wage cut

The tenants must not be left
to fight alone.

The new rises are an in-
tegral part of the employers’
plans to cut workers’ wages.

A rent rise is a wage cut!

Rent strikes, however well
organized, are no substitute
for strike action in the fac-
tories and on the docks.

The tenants must turn for
support to all workers in the
London area against these
Draconian attacks.

Council tenants above the
the government.

Announcing the proposed
rises on Wednesday of this
week, Alderman Dark, the
Tory Housing Committee
chairman, predicted that at
present rents, the council
would show a housing de-
ficit of £3,000,000 next year.

This would be almost en-
tirely due to sharp increases
in interest rates.

The only tenants not
affected at present will be
those in slum houses, or in
houses built after 1967, for
which an ‘economic rent’ is
already being charged.

OPPOSITION

This further drastic in-
crease in the cost of living of
Birmingham workers is al-
ready meeting with opposition
from tenants.

But they should have no

confidence in the Labour
Party minority on the council,
members of which are pro-
osing that the rent subsidy
should be paid wholly out-of
rates, and not in part by
municipal tenants.

London and Birmingham Tories

By a Workers Press

Reporting Team

Another
Saigon
‘Sspy trial’

SOUTH VIETNAM'’S latest, and biggest, ‘spy
trial’ began in Saigon yesterday.

43 people face charges
ranging from high treason
to acts ‘harmful to national
security’.

The main defendant is
a former speclal assistant

— Birmingham
rise ‘above
the norm’

BIRMINGHAM City Council is to apply to the Minister
of Housing for permission to increase rents of the City

7s. 6d. ‘norm’ proposed by

Such a policy is no answer
to the economic crisis affect-
ing housing in Birmingham,
and would drive a wedge
between rate-paying workers
and council tenants.

LINK-UP

Tenants’ associations should
be formed immediately in all
the council estates, linking up
with tenants in Balsall Heath
and Highgate who have
already been on rent strike
since September, and cam-
paigning round the following
policy:

@ No increase in rents or
rates!

@ Immediate suspension
of all interest payments!

@® Remove Wilson and
company from the Labour
Cabinet!

@ Nationalize the build-
ing societies, construction
firms, banks and insurance
companies under workers’ and
tenants’ control!

AMBULANCEMEN’S pay
and conditions were discus-
sed in London yesterday
after a week in which their
determination grew to ac-
cept nothing less than a £2-
a-week pay rise.

On Thursday night, some
1,000 London and Home
Counties ambulancemen dem-
onstrated through London
(above) before lobbying MPs
at Westminster.

Others took part in a motor-
cade through crowded Oxford
Street.

These actions were designed
‘to bring pressure on the
National Joint Council res-
ponsible for ambulance service
conditions’, said a spokesman
for the Federation of Ambu-
lance Personnel.

Demonstrators told -the
Workers Press that they had
been offered a rise of only
35s. a week, 15s. of which
they were already receiving in
any case.

Most ambulancemen get a
mere £16-£17 a week before
stoppages.

‘We would get more on
National Assistance!” pointed
out a leaflet distributed to
passers-by.

At Westminster, ambulance-
men demanded a complete
overhaul of the ambulance
service, their conditions of
service and their rate of pay.

Most of the lobbyers came
from Hertfordshire, Watford,
Deptford, Kent, Surrey and
London.

On Wednesday, Stoke-on-
Trent ambulancemen claim,
their 24-hour ‘emergency calls

C.P. blames teachers
for education crisis

AS TEACHERS move into
action against the govern-
ment and employers they
are not only vilified by
government spokesmen, but
come under sniper fire from
the Communist Party.

A leading article in the
current issue of the Commun-
ist Party’s ‘Education Today
and Tomorrow’ entitled ‘Aims
and ideals’ places much of the
blame for the present crisis
in education on individual
teachers.

The author, M. Allan, says
that education is ineffective
because teachers are not clear
about what they are doing.

‘In conclusion we can say
that at present, many teachers
would have great difficulty in
clarifying what they were do-
ing, why they were doing it
and the best method of doing
it and in stating compatible
aims and ideals.

‘The ideal is often too
detached from practice and
the practice ritualized and
systemized instead of reflect-
ing the needs of the com-
munity, so education is in-
effective and motivation poor.’
(Our emphasis.)

Teachers, in case Mr Allan
does not know, find it difficult
to have any ‘motivation’ at all
on £13 a week; and the same

goes for children in under-
staffed, over-crowded schools.

Contrary to his assertion,
this critical state of affairs
does exactly reflect the need
of the capitalist ‘community’

No wonder Mr Allan can
claim his proposals for edu-
cation could be ‘universally
acceptable’.

The Wilson government
would certainly agree that :

‘Countries which inherit our
[!] educational system risk in-
heriting our [!] problems of
shallow aims and ideals and
the [wait for it] wastage asso-
ciated with production and
consumption of non-essentials.’

In Britain, says Mr Allan,
the main aim of education is
to ‘increase the earning power
of the country [!] and increase
the living standards of the
community’.

Nevertheless many people
are allowed to study ‘econom-
ically unsound or unproduc-
tive lines of study such as
dead languages, religion, non-
commercial art, etc.’.

The eagerness of the author
to make his analysis and pro-
posals ‘universally acceptable’
reflects the movement of the
Stalinist bureaucracy closer to
the Labour leaders in capital-
ism’s hour of crisis.

Wilson too is bent on
eliminating ‘economically un-

sound” and ‘unproductive’
practices in education.
The Labour government

surpasses even Mr Allan in its
zeal to rectify these short-
comings.

They are increasing staff-
pupil ratios and planning the
abolition of sixth forms in
comprehensive schools.

Conflict

Is it any wonder that
students and teachers come
into conflict with the very
educational system which Mr
Allan covets as ‘ours’.

Yet he claims one of the
‘main difficulties to be faced’
is ‘preventing disharmony be-
tween students and the
educational system’.

Far from wanting to mobi-
lize the students (and the
teachers) to do battle with
government over its cuts in
education, the Stalinists want
to prevent disharmony.

Perhaps this explains why
members of the All Trades
Unions  Alliance in  the
National Union of Teachers
are in constant battle with
representatives of the Com-
munist Party who vote against
the national strike call and
who blame the teachers for
not being ready for such
strike action—despite all the
evidence to the contrary.

only’ strike won 100 per cent
support.

ABULA
PERSON

Ambulancemen determined
to win £2 claim

to the US puppet dictator,
‘President’ Thieu.

Huynh Van Trong was
arrested last July for alleged
contacts with the Vietcong.

Others include 13 women,
two journalists and several
former high-ranking officials
in the so-called ‘open arms
ministry’, which deals with
defectors from the liberation
forces.

WEAKNESS

This latest Saigon purge
reflects the growing internal
weakness of the regime.

It is quite possible that
even high-ranking government
officials are making contact
with the NLF now they can
see their own regime is
doomed.

The day cannot be far off
when Thieu and his clique of

~murderers will be on trial in

Saigon, charged with acting
as the accomplices of US
imperialism in  massacring
thousands of Vietnamese
workers and peasants.

There will be no shortage
of witnesses for such a trial.

Motor-
cycle plant
to close

SAVINGS of more than
£250,000 in the first full
year may be made by the
closure of BSA’s Redditch
plant in Worcestershire, the

company hopes.

The plant is to be shut
down and work transferred to
the motor-cycle group’s main
factory at Small Heath, Bir-
mingham.

Mr Lionel Jofeh, BSA direc-
tor, claimed on Thursday
night that jobs would be avail-
able at Small Heath for all
those of Redditch’s 450 work-
ers prepared to work there.

Redditch is more than 12
miles from the centre of Bir-

Industry National
Council.

The figure could well
fall below that for 1967,
itself a record bad year.

In 1967 the rate of return
on capital employed was a
mere 1.7 per cent.

Following devaluation, with
the consequent rise in exports,
the figure reached a high
point of 10.4 per cent.

The report warns that the
falling rate of return could
have a marked adverse effect
on long-term investment and
calls for easing of hire pur-
chase restrictions to boost
home sales.

Productivity drive

Another glaringly obvious
conclusion, not voiced in the
report, is that the car employ-
ers will be spurred on to in-
tensify their drive for produc-
tivity and against wages.

A more general warning on
the same theme came on

count Caldecote, a leading en-
gineering magnate.

Caldecote told the Institute
of Production Engineers that
British industry found it diffi-
cult to invest adequately in
new plant because it did not
provide an adequate rate of
return.

‘We have the ridiculous
state of affairs in which indus-
try is provided with grants

——Leeds

teachers

LABOUR COUNCIL
group leaders in Leeds
have condemned the pay-
ment of wages to nearly
3,000 Leeds teachers for
the half day of Novem-
ber 24 when they went on
strike.

The  Conservative - con-
trolled council, clearly con-
cerned at the militancy of
the teachers, has decided to
pay them in full.

Alderman Albert King,
leader of the Labour group,
has attacked this and de-
manded to know if teachers
who go on two week’s
strike in December will also
be paid.

Councillor Barrie Pepper,
deputy leader of the Labour
group, said:

‘It seems utterly ridicu-

lous to us that an employ-
‘ag authority should pay its

Labour

leaders condemn
concession to

By our education
correspondent

employees for
strike.’

This is clearly an attack
not on the Tory council,
but on the teachers.

Alderman King is a full-
time official of the AEF.

AEF members and all
other trade wunionists in
Leeds must condemn King’s
statement and support the
teachers.

Mid-East attack

ISRAELI planes again attacked
Egyptian military targets in
the Suez canal region, it was
stated in Tel Aviv yesterday.

It was the most recent of
several clashes between Arab
and Zionist forces in the last
week.

going on
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PROFIT RATES on cars may be the worst
ever, say government economists on the Motor
Economic

Development

mingham.

profits drop

May be worst ever

and other incentives to invest
in new equipment, the pur-
pose of which is to reduce
costs and earn greater profits
for their shareholders.

‘Yet at the same time the
Chancellor declares that if
profits or dividends rise too
fast he, will syphon them off
by taxation.’

The great merit of this
statement is that it makes no
bones about the purpose of
the government’s intervention

in industry. :

It is to provide the share-
holders with greater profits.

This is the reason for the
drive throughout industry to
step up the rate; of exploita-
tion of workers #nd overcome
the crisis facing the employers.

The falling rate: of return on
investment in th¢: car industry
should be a shaip warning to
all workers that big attacks
from the employers are now
in prospect.
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