ommunist Party Congress

Congress.

THE Communist Party
Congress is absolutely un-
able solve a single problem,
large or small, facing the
working class.

This is by no means a
refiection on the seriousness
of many of rthe rgyates
who genuinely degires¢om-
munist solutions.

The trouble arises from the
Stalinist past of the Party.
The cringeing subservience of
the present Party leadership
to Stalinist falsification of
history has been reflected
at each stage in the reform-
ist and opportunist policies
pursued by the Party in
Britain. :
As a result their slogan of
‘left unity’ only applies to
outright  revisionists  of
Marxism —in many cases
openly anti-Soviet — ‘left’
MPs and trade wunion

leaders.

They exclude the Socialist
Labour League because we
insist on them facing up to
and correcting their
Stalinist past.

In this issue (pages two and
three) we have reproduced
in some detail ample
evidence of what they said
and did.

Were they right or wrong?
That is the key issue before
the Congress.

Was Dr Goebbels right when
he said ‘all history was
bunk’ ?

CP members must think
carefully about this vital
issue.

A Marxist party cannot be
built without a  strict
accounting of its history.

The real reason why your
leaders are still refusing
credentials to the Workers
Press to report the Congress
is because they refuse to
account for their past and
explain how it affects
present day policies — poli-
cies which have dragged the
CP to the verge of ruin,

They much  prefer
capitalist press to
present.

The Party chairman, Tony
Chater, said to the ‘Sun’,
November 14:

‘We have invited people from
the capitalist newspapers.
Why should we turn these
people away on political
grounds? They [the
Workers Press] are the only
ones we have refused but
you have got to draw the
line somewhere.’

So there it is—the CP leaders
keep out the Workers Press
because it insists on a strict
accounting of history —it
invites the representatives
of the capitalist press many
of whom - in  practice
subscribe to the dictum of
Dr Goebbels.

the
be

Morris
motors
—A correction

A correspondent writes:

AN ARTICLE in Thursday's
Workers Press, ‘Five Men
Stop Oxford Car Plant’ (p. 4),
may bave given the wrong
impression about a dispute
involving a very important
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David Mercer, author of
‘Morgan a Suitable Case for
Treatment’ a'nd many other

playe 4

Jimmy  Allen, playwright.
Wrote ‘The Lump and ‘The
Big Flame’

Actress

recently in ‘The National

Health’ at the National
Theatre

Cleo  Sylvestre,

GROW

THROUGHOUT vyesterday protests mounted
against the refusal of the Communist Party to

admit reporters from the Workers Press to its

" These cover a wide field
from the arts to the fac-
tories including Communist
Party members. Telegrams
demanding that Workers
Press be granted the same

| facilities as the capitalist

press should be sent to:

Tony Chater,

CP Congress,
Camden Town Hall,
London N.W. 1,

& We note with concern the’
decision by the British CP
.- refuse credentials to the
Trotskylst Workers Press for
the Party Congress. At a time
when similar freedoms of press
and criticism are being denied
in Czechoslovakia and the
Soviet Union, it is important
that a stance be made here
against similar practices.

We do not necessarily hold
any brief for the views and
policies of the Workers Press,
but we insist on that paper’s
right to the same access to
the Congress as has been
allowed to the rest of the
press.

The principle involved here
is one essential to the working
of the free press in
a democratic society. ¥

Demnis Potter, Clive Goodwin,
David Mercer, Jim Allen,
Cleo Sylvestre, Roy Battersby,
Roger Smith, Kenneth Loach.

é It would appear from the
refusal of the Communist
Party to allow press coverage
by the Workers Press of their
conference that they are
afraid that their Stalinist
policies will be exposed and
the Dbankruptcy of their
leadership will become clear
to the working class.
Therefore I condemn this
ban on the Workers Press. If
you are going to ban socialist
papers, why haven’t they ban-
ned the capitalist press?
This proves that the CP
leadership is only basically a
bunch of liberals rather
than revolutionary fighters., ¢
Jim Cunningham,
Aircraft industry
shop steward,
Coventry.

é 1 condemn this ban by the

Communist Party on cor-
respondents from the Work-
ers Press coming to their con-
ference. The only reason I can
se¢ for this is that they don’t
want the truth to come out
as regards their policies of
covering up for the trade
union leaders and their lack
of fight against Measured-Day
Work and productivity propo-
sals in the factories.

A real analysis of this con-
ference by the Workers Press
would completely
expose them. ¢

Peter Birch,
Aircraft industry
shop steward,
Coventry.
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we stay
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strikers

BY DAVID MAUDE

EAST KILBRIDE'S BSR
strikers met yesterday after-
noon to consider proposals
hammered out in two days
of talks for a settlement of
their 14-week-old recogni-
tion dispute.

Many strikers now feel that
attempts are being made to
rob them of victory.

One of the 54 points dis-
cussed by union officials,
management  representatives
and the CIR’s Mr. Leslie
Blakeman on Thursday is
believed to be big redundancy
amongst women workers on
the ‘twilight’ part-time shift.

The strikers reject this idea.

‘If there's going to be any
redundancy, it should among
those who worked throughout
the strike’, said one woman
striker.

‘After 14 weeks we're not
going to go back to redun-
dancy; we’d rather stay out
for another 14.

The strikers are also
incensed by their treatment
at the hands of police over
the last few days.

Arm dislocated

I was told that to one girl
striker had her arm dislocated
in struggles with the police.

1 was also told that those
arrested had been crammed
42 in a cell by the police.

The strikers, like those at
the BP refinery site at
Grangemouth, are demanding
an inquiry into police con-
duct towards their pickets.

Youth, women and other trade unionists seen during the picket.

Novem

‘KEEP LEFT’, official paper of
the Young Socialists, has
published in its November
issue the draft resolution for
the YS 10th annual conference
in Scarborough, April 11 and
12, 1970.

‘Keep Left’ invites its
readers to begin the discussion
on the draft by sending letters
to the paper which will be
published in the January 1970
edition. )

Still costing only 4d. the
‘Keep Left’ combines publi-
cation of important material

er 'Keep left' out

for the Young Socialists with
a variety of articles and
reviews.

In a special report from the
Young  Socialists’ sister
organization in France,
Alliance des Jeunes pour le
Socialisme, Charles Berg
describes recent developments
in the French working class
and its effect on capitalism's
crisis in: Europe.

Featured on the front page
is a picture round-up of the
Young Socialists in action in
Swindon by-election.

‘Keep Left's’ editor Aileen
Jennings thanks the people of
Swindon and the members of
the YS who worked to make
the campaign the best one
ever organized.

December’s issue will be a
special 16-page one for the
Year of Lenin and Trotsky
1970 and in preparation for
“Keep Left’'s’ annual general
meeting on January 10 and 11.

‘Keep Left’ can be ordered
from 186a Clapham High
Street, London SW4.

We will slash

council housing
—G.L.C. leader

SERIQUS problems face the housing industry as the
effects of the Labour government’s economic policies

continue to bite deeper.

The way has been opened
for the Tories and the em-
ployers to launch offensives
against both building work-
ers and tenants.

Mr Horace Cutler, Tory
chairman of the Greater Lon-
don Council’'s housing com-
mittee, said this week that he
wanted to replace most of
London’s council housing by
‘housing associations and co-
ownership schemes'.

He thought it totally un-
acceptable that, for example,
in a few years time 75 per
cent of the housing in Tower
Hamlets would be council-
owned. ‘

Cutler_wants to force coun-
cil tenants to buy their own
homes through associations.

Such proposals, in conjunc-
tion with the current prohib-
itive

interest charges on
house-buying, would force
most working-class families

out of the housing market all
together.

Cutler and his fellow GLC
Tories obviously want to go
much further than their
present 70 per cent rent rise
plan over as short a period
as the government will allow.

Of council housing Cutler
says:

‘Local authorities are the
monopoly providers of hous-
ing and they create commun-
ities which have no free
choice of movement.’

At the same time as coun-
cil tenants are coming under
attack, the government's
credit restrictions have hit
the building industry hard,
reducing the number of
houses built this year to one
of the lowest totals for a
long time.

The cutback is at the root
of the intransigence of the
National Federation of Build-
ing Trade Employers (NFBTE)
over the building workers’
pay claim.

The employers feel that
conditions are ripe for push-
ing through a deal which in-

cludes an interchangeability
of labour clause and the
weakening of site organiza-

tion by handing over bonus
bargaining to national offi-
cials.

However, they have come
up against the militancy of
rank-and-file building workers

ITTTHTTH T

who have been strengthened
by the increases won by dust-
men, miners and other low-
paid workers.

This pressure forced the
union leaders this week to
formally reject the employers’
‘final’ offer of an average 4%
per cent rise.

T Talbot

On Thursday, two strikes
halted work on six ships
and involved some 600 men.

One of them—over the
application of the agreement
in relation to bulk sugar
carriers—brought the men
into direct conflict with the
deal’s abolition of most
special cargo awards in return
for a £20-a-week minimum
wage,

At meetings on London

Dangerous
stage
reached on
Devlin

TROUBLE has already flared on Merseyside's
docks over the interpretation of an interim pay
deal agreed on Monday and Tuesday.

BY DAVID MAUDE

docks the previous day, many
dockers expressed hostility to
proposals negotiated for im-
plementing the second phase
of the Devlin ‘modernization’
scheme.

MOBILITY

These demand mobility of

~raie unionists
plan 'hot
-~ reception’
for Springboks

THE SPORTING ambassa-
dors of Vorster’s South
African apartheid regime
are due for a hot recep-
tion when they visit
South Wales early next
month.

On Tuesday night, the Port

““Trades  Council
voted by 16 votes to 10 to
oppose the team’s tour.
They are due to play on the
Port Talbot athletics ground
on December 10.

The council is urging all trade
unionists in the area to
demonstrate and has deci-
ded to support the Swansea
Anti-Apartheid Co-ordinat-
ing Committee and any
other bodies planning
demonstrations.

This move was sponsored by
Trades Council secretary
Malcolm Gullam, who |is
also the local Plumbing
Trades Union branch secre-
tary.

He was supported by Tom
Lyons on behalf of his
Electrical Trades Union
branch.

This is an important departure
from the kind of middle-
class protest politics which
have characterized opposi-
tion to the tour to date.

The Port Talbot Young
Socialists are campaigning
for maximum support from
trade. unionists and youth
in the area in the fight
against racialism.

labour, two-shift working and
the ending of various protec-
tive practices in return for
£33 10s. per 31i-hour week.

Merseyside dockers’ ap-
parent calm acceptance of the
interim deal conceals power-
ful currents of anxiety about
the implementations of such
concessions.

It is significant that the
first dispute should take place
over bulk cargoes. It is this,
together with containeriza-
tion, that the dockers find
most worrying,

SMOOTH OVER

A special sub-committee—
set up after dockers ‘blacked’
container work in an attempt
to speed negotiations on the
deal—is now meeting in an
attempt to smooth over this
knotty issue.

The elimination of most
cargo awards was clearly de-
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All Trades
Unions
Alliance

meetings

OLLERTON (NOTTS)
‘Lessons of the miners’
strike’
Saturday, November 15
1 pm.

Hop Pole Hotel
S ers:
Two Yorkshire miners

NOTTINGHAM
‘What Next for the
Miners?’
Sunday, November 16
7.30 p.m.

Co-operative Hall
Westdale Lane East
Gedling

ELLESMERE PORT

‘Report back from the
Motor Workers’
Conference’

Sunday, November 16
10.30 a.m.

Railway Hotel
Little Sutton

LEEDS
‘The Workers Press and
the trade unions’
Tuesday, November 18
8 p.m.
Prince of Wales
Mill Hill
(opposite City Station)
LUTON
‘Report back from the
Motor Workers’
Conference’
Thursday, November 20
8 p.m.

The Cock
Park Square

Teachers’ action

gathers

THE TEACHERS’' cam-
paign in support of their
£135-a-year pay claim
gathered further stirength
yesterday with the news
that half-day strikes are
planned jin the following
areas next week: Sheffield,
Birmingham, Brighton,
Bristol, Leeds, Cornwall,
Cheshire, Merseyside, Sal-
ford, and Stockport.
London teachers are plan-

ning a one-day strike on
November 20.

strength

There were strikes yester-
day at Walton Secondary
School, Peterborough, and
schools in Nottinghamshire
and Widnes.

But the feeling is growing
amongst teachers that more
than half-day stoppages will
be needed.

A meeting of the Manches-
ter branch of the National
Union of Teachers has voted
220 to six for a fortnight-
long strike starting on Decem-
ber 1

The result of the ratifica-
tion vote on this proposal

PARIS POLICE
ROUND-UP

Paris, Friday—Police today
weres reported to  have
rounded up about 50 people
in a dawn sweep through
Paris and its suburbs.

Police sources said those
taken for questioning were
believed to be members of
left-wing groups banned after
riots in spring 1968.

Among them was the wife
of Alain Krivine, who was a
left candidate in last June's
presidential election.

There was no immediate
explanation for the round-up,
but observers pointed out that
it came a day before planned
street demonstrations against
US policy in Vietnam, which
have been banned by the
government.

MISS Marjorie Wilson, the
Prime Minister’s sister, who
is headmistress of a Cornwall
infants’ school, said this week
that she would not obey a
strike call from the National
Union of Teachers.

‘It doesn’t matter what they
think’, she said, ‘I would
rather be regarded as a
blackleg by people of that
sort than lower my standards.’

by all teachers in Manches-
ter’s 351 schools will be
announced on Tuesday.
Demands that the executive
call an indefinite strike until
the claim is won have come in

from many parts of the
country.
Teachers are  absolutely

correct to rely on their own
strength and not on so-called
‘allies’ in the Labour and
union bureaucracy.

NUT leaders seek to confine
the fight to half-day strikes by
® PAGE 4 COL. 2 —»

GREET

WORKERS PRESS

at three public meetings

See the film of the first issue being prepared and
printed and the film ‘Young Socialists, 1969

LONDON

Wednesday, November 19, 7 p.m.
Botany Theatre, University GCollege
Malet Street, W.C.1

OXFORD

Friday, November 21, 8 p.m.
Northgate Hall
St. Michael's Street

GLASGOW

Sunday, November 23, 7.30 p.m.
Partick Burgh Hall
(nr. Merkland Street underground)
Speakers at all meetings will be :

MIKE BANDA (Editor of Workers’ Press)

SHEILA TORRANCE (National Secretary of the
Young Socialists)

WEATHER
(For 24 hours from Friday
noon)

Outlook for 48 hours: Becom-
ing colder generally. Wintry
showers and widespread night
frost,

London Area, S.E., S.W. and
Central Southern England, E.
and W. Midlands, Channel
Islands: Sunny intervals. Scat-
tered showers, perhaps heavy
with hail and thunder. Frost
in places tonight. Wind mainly
south to south-west, light or
moderate. Rather cold, maxi-
mum 9C (48F).

N.W. and Central Northern
England : Sunny intervals.
Scattered showers, sometimes
heavy. Hail and thunder in
places and snow on hills. Frost
at night. Wind variable, light
or moderate. Rather cold,
maximum 7C (45F).

Edinburgh, Glasgow Area, N.

Ireland: Sunny intervals.
Scattered showers of rain,
sleet, snow or hail. Local

thunder. Frost at night, Wind
mainly variable, light or
moderate. Cold, maximum 6C

(43F
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Communist Party Congress

THE Communist Party
Congress is absolutely un-
able solve a single problem,
large or small, facing the
working class.

This is by no means a
reflection on the sericusness
of many of the cpuyH‘tes
who genuinely’ ~@on-
munist solutions.

The trouble arises from the
Stalinist past of the Party.

The cringeing subservience of
the present Party leadership
to Stalinist falsification of
history has been reflected
at each stage in the reform-
ist and opportunist policies
pursued by the Party in
Britain.

As a result their slogan of
‘left unity’ only applies to
outright  revisionists  of
Marxism —in many cases
openly anti-Soviet — ‘left’
MPs and trade wunion
leaders. .

They exclude the Socialist
Labour League because we
insist on them facing up to
and correcting their
Stalinist past.

In this issue (pages two and
three) we have reproduced
in some detail ample
evidence of what they said
and did.

Were they right or wrong?
That is the key issue before
the Congress.

Was Dr Goebbels right when
he said ‘all history was
bunk’ ?

CP members must think
carefully about this vital
issue.

A Marxist party cannot be
built without a strict
accounting of its history.

The real reason why your
leaders are still refusing
credentials to the Workers
Press to report the Congress
is because they refuse to
account for their past and
explain how it affects
present day policies — poli-
cies which have dragged the
CP to the verge of ruin.

They much prefer the
capitalist press to be
present.

The Party chairman, Tony

Chater, said to the ‘Sun’,
November 14 :

‘We have invited people from
the capitalist newspapers.
Why should we turn these
people away on political
grounds? They [the
Workers Press] are the only
ones we have refused but
you have got to draw the
line somewhere.’

So there it is—the CP leaders
keep out the Workers Press
because it insists on a strict
accounting of history —it
invites the representatives
of the capitalist press many
of whom  in practice
subscribe to the dictum of
Dr Goebbels.

Morris
motors
—A correction

A espondent writes:

AN ArRTICLE in Thursday’s
Workers Press, ‘Five Men
Stop Oxford Car Plant’ (p. 4),
may have given the wrong
impression about a dispute
involving a very important

@ PAGE 4 COL. 2 >

David Morcer, author of
‘Morgan a Suitable Case for
Treatment’ alnd many other
piaye P

Jimmy  Allen, playwright.
Wrote ‘The Lump and ‘The
Big Flame’

Actress
recently in ‘The National
Health’ at the National
Theatre

Cleo Sylvestre,

GROW

THROUGHOUT

yesterday protests mounted

against the refusal of the Communist Party to
admit reporters from the Workers Press to its
Congress.

" These cover a wide field
from the arts to the fac-
tories including Communist
Party members. Telegrams
demanding that Workers
Press be granted the same

facilities as the capitalist
* press should be sent to:

Tony Chater,

CP Congress,
Camden Town Hall,
London N.W. 1,

é We note with concern the’
decision by the British CP
.. refuse atials to the
Trotskyist eis Press for
the Party Congress. At a time
when similar freedoms of press
and criticism are being denied
in Czechoslovakia and the
Soviet Union, it is important
that a stance be made here
against similar practices.

We do not necessarily hold
any brief for the views and
policies of the Workers Press,
but we insist on that paper’s
right to the same access to
the Congress as has been
allowed to the rest of the
press.

The principle involved here
is one essential to the working
of the free press in
a democratic society. ¢

Dennis Potter, Clive Goodwin,
David Mercer, Jim Allen,
Cleo Sylvestre, Roy Battessby,
Roger Smith, Kenneth Loach.

é It would appear from the
refusal of the Communist
Party to allow press coverage
by the Workers Press of their
conference that they are
afraid that their Stalinist
policies will be exposed and
the bankruptcy of their
leadership will become clear
to the working class.
Therefore 1 condemn this
ban on the Workers Press. If
you are going to ban socialist
papers, why haven’t they ban-
ned the capitalist press?
This proves that the CP
leadership is only basically a
bunch of liberals rather
than revolutionary fighters. ¢
Jim Cunningham,
Aircraft industry
shop steward,
Coventry.

é 1 condemn this ban by the

Communist Party on cor-
respondents from the Work-
ers Press coming to their con-
ference. The only reason I can
se¢ for this is that they don’t
want the truth to come out
as regards their policies of
covering up for the trade
union leaders and their lack
of fight against Measured-Day
Work and productivity propo-
sals in the factories.

A real analysis of this con-
ference by the Workers Press
would completely
expose them. ¢

Peter Birch,
Aircraft industry
shop steward,
Coventry.
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union or
we stay
out - B.S.R.
strikers

BY DAVID MAUDE

EAST KILBRIDE'S BSR
strikers met yesterday after-
noon to consider proposals
hammered out in two days
of talks for a settlement of
their 14-week-old recogni-
tion dispute.

Many strikers now feel that
attempts are being made to
rob them of victory.

One of the 54 points dis-
cussed by union officials,
management  representatives
and the CIR’s Mr. Leslie
Blakeman on Thursday is
believed to be big redundancy
amongst women workers on
the ‘twilight’ part-time shift.

The strikers reject this idea.

‘If there’s going to be any
redundancy, it should among
those who worked throughout
the strike’, said one woman
striker.

‘After 14 weeks we’re not
going to go back to redun-
dancy; we’d rather stay out
for another 14.

The strikers are also
incensed by their treatment
at the hands of police over
the last few days.

Arm dislocated

1 was told that to one girl
striker had her arm dislocated
in struggles with the police.

1 was also told that those
arrested had been crammed
42 in a cell by the police.

The strikers, like those at
the BP refinery site at
Grangemouth, are demanding
an inquiry into police con-
duct towards their pickets.

»\Youtll, women and other trade unionists seen during the picket.

‘KEEP LEFT’, official paper of
the Young Socialists, has
published in its November
issue the draft resolution for
the YS 10th annual conference
in Scarborough, April 11 and
12, 1970.

‘Keep Left’ invites its
readers to begin the discussion
on the draft by sending letters
to the paper which will be
published in the January 1970
edition. )

Still costing only 4d. the
‘Keep Left’ combines publi-
cation of important material

er 'Keep left' out

for the Young Socialists with
a variety of articles and
reviews.

In a special report from the
Young Socialists’ sister
organization in France,
Alliance des Jeunes pour le
Socialisme, Charles Berg
describes recent developments
in the French working class
and its effect on capitalism’s
crisis in° Europe.

Featured on the front page
is a picture round-up of the
Young Socialists in action in
Swindon by-election.

‘Keep Left's’ editor Aileen
Jennings thanks the people of
Swindon and the members of
the YS .who worked to make
the campaign the best one
ever organized.

December’s issue will be a
special 16-page one for the
Year of Lenin and Trotsky
1970 and in preparation for
“Keep Left’s’ annual general
meeting on January 10 and 11.

‘Keep Left’ can be ordered
from 186a Clapham High
Street, London SW4.

We will slash

council housing
—G.L.C. leader

SERIOUS problems face the housing industry as the
effects of the Labour government’s economic policies

continue to bite deeper.

The way has been opened
for the Tories and the em-
ployers to launch offensives
against both building work-
ers and tenants.

Mr Horace Cutler, Tory
chairman of the Greater Lon-
don Council’s housing com-
mittee, said this week that he
wanted to replace most of
London’s council housing by
‘housing associations and co-
ownership schemes’.

He thought it totally un-
acceptable that, for example,
in a few years time 75 per
cent of the housing in Tower
Hamlets would be council-
owned.

Cutler, wants to force coun-
cil tenants to buy their own
homes through associations.

Such proposals, in conjunc-
tion with the current prohib-
itive interest charges on
house-buying, would force
most working-class families
out of the housing market all
together. -

Cutler and his fellow GLC
Tories obviously want to go
much further than their
present 70 per cent rent rise
plan over as short a period
as the government will allow.

Of council housing Cutler

says:

‘Local authorities are the
monopoly providers of hous-
ing and they create commun-
ities which have no free
choice of movement.’

At the same time as coun-
cil tenants are coming under
attack, the government’s
credit restrictions have hit
the building industry hard,
reducing the number of
houses built this year to one
of the lowest totals for a
long time,

The cutback is at the root
of the intransigence of the
National Federation of Build-
ing Trade Employers (NFBTE)
over the building workers’
pay claim.

The employers feel that
conditions are ripe for push-
ing through a deal which in-
cludes an interchangeability
of labour clause and the
weakening of site organiza-
tion by handing over bonus
bargaining to national offi-
cials.

However, they have come
up against the militancy of
rank-and-file building workers

LTI

who have been strengthened
by the increases won by dust-
men, miners and other low-
paid workers.

This pressure forced the
union leaders this week to
formally reject the employers’
‘final’ offer of an average 44
per cent rise.

‘_‘Qn Tuesday niiht,

On Thursday, two strikes
halted work on six ships
and involved some 600 men.

One of them—over the
application of the agreement
in relation to bulk sugar
carriers—brought the men
into direct conflict with the
deal’s abolition of most
special cargo awards in return
for a £20-a-week minimum
wage.

At meetings on London

Dangerous
stage

reached on
Devlin

docks over the interpretation of an interim pay
deal agreed on Monday and Tuesday.

BY DAVID MAUDE

docks the previous day, many
dockers expressed hostility to
proposals negotiated for im-
plementing the second phase
of the Devlin ‘modernization’
scheme.

MOBILITY

These demand mobility of

-Trade unionists
plan ‘ot
~ peception
for Springboks

THE SPORTING ambassa-
dors of Vorster’s South
African apartheid regime
are due for a hot recep-
tion when they visit
South Wales early next
month,

the Port
Council
voted by 16 votes to 10 to
oppose the team’s tour.
They are due to play on the
Port Talbot athletics ground
on December 10.

The council is urging all trade
unionists in the area to
demonstrate and has deci-
ded to support the Swansea
Anti-Apartheid Co-ordinat-

ing Committee and any
other bodies planning
demonstrations.

This move was sponsored by
Trades Council secretary
Malcolm Gullam, who is
also the local Plumbing
Trades Union branch secre-
tary.

He was supported by Tom
Lyons on behalf of his
Electrical Trades Union
branch.

This is an important departure
from the kind of middle-
class protest politics which
have characterized opposi-
tion to the tour to date.

The Port Talbot Young
Socialists are campaigning
for maximum support from
trade. unionists and youth
in the area in the fight
against racialism.

labour, two-shift working and
the ending of various protec-
tive practices in return for
(£33 10s. per 314-hour week.

Merseyside dockers’ ap-
parent calm acceptance of the
interim deal conceals power-
ful currents of anxiety about
the implementations of such
concessions,

It is significant that the
first dispute should take place
over bulk cargoes. It is this,
together with containeriza-
tion, that the dockers find
most worrying.

SMOOTH OVER

A special sub-committee—
set up after dockers ‘blacked’
container work in an attempt
to speed negotiations on the
deal—is now meeting in an
attempt to smooth over this
- knotty issue, ' - :

The elimination of most
cargo awards was clearly de-
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All Trades
Unions
Alliance

meetings

OLLERTON (NOTTS)

‘Lessons of the miners’
strike’
Saturday, November 15
1 p.m.

Hop Pole Hotel

Speakers :
Two Yorkshire miners

NOTTINGHAM

‘What Next for the
Miners?’
Sunday, November 16
7.30 p.m.

Co-operative Hall
Westdale Lane East
Gedling

ELLESMERE PORT

‘Report back from the
Motor Workers’
Conference’
Sunday, November 16
10.30 a.m.

Railway Hotel
Little Sutton

‘ LEEDS
‘The Workers Press and
the trade unions’
Tuesday, November 18
8 p.m.

Prince of Wales
Mill Hill
(opposite City Station)

LUTON

‘Report back from the
Motor Workers’
Conference’
Thursday, November 20
8 p.m.

The Cock
Park Square

o

Teachers’ action

gathers

THE TEACHERS’' cam-
paign in support of their
£135-a-year pay claim
gathered further strength
yesterday with the news
that half-day strikes are
planned in the following
areas next week: Sheffield,
Birmingham, Brighton,
Bristol, Leeds, Cornwall,
Cheshire, Merseyside, Sal-
ford, and Stockport.
London teachers are plan-

ning a one-day strike on
November 20.

strength

There were strikes yester-
day at Walton Secondary
School, Peterborough, and
schools in Nottinghamshire
and Widnes.

But the feeling is growing
amongst teachers that more
than half-day stoppages will
be needed.

A meeting of the Manches-
ter branch of the National
Union of Teachers has voted
220 to six for a fortnight-
long strike starting on Decem-
ber 1

The result of the ratifica-
tion vote on this proposal

PARIS POLICE

ROUND-UP

Paris, Friday—Police today
were reported to have
rounded up about 50 people
in a dawn sweep through
Paris and its suburbs.

Police sources said those
taken for questioning were
believed to be members of
left-wing groups banned after
riots in spring 1968.

Among them was the wife
of Alain Krivine, who was a
left candidate in last June’s
presidential election.

There was no immediate
explanation for the round-up,
but observers pointed out that
it came a day before planned
street demonstrations against
US policy in Vietnam, which
have been banned by the
government.

L D TT PN

MISS Marjorie Wilson, the
Prime Minister’s sister, who
is headmistress of a Cornwall
infants’ school, said this week
that she would not obey a
strike call from the National
Union of Teachers.

‘It doesn’t matter what they
think’, she said, ‘I would
rather be regarded as a
blackleg by people of that
sort than lower my standards.’

by all teachers in Manches-
ter’'s 351 schools will be
announced on Tuesday.
Demands that the executive
call an indefinite strike until
the claim is won have come in

from many parts of the
country.
Teachers are absolutely

correct to rely on their own
strength and not on so-called
‘allies’ in the Labour and
union bureaucracy.

NUT leaders seek to confine
the fight to half-day strikes by
@ PAGE 4 COL. 2 >

at three public meetings

See the film of the first issue being prepared and
printed and the film ‘Young Socialists, 1969’

LONDON

Wednesday, November 19, 7 p.m.
Botany Theatre, University College
Malet Street, W.C.1

GREET

WORKERS PRESS

OXFORD

Friday, November 21, 8 p.m.
Northgate Hall
St. Michael’s Street

GLASGOW

Sunday, November 23, 7.30 p.m.
Partick Burgh Hall
(nr. Merkland Street underground)
Speakers at all meetings will be :
MIKE BANDA (Editor of Workers® Press)

SHEILA TORRANCE (National Secretary of the
Young Socialists)

WEATHER
(For 24 hours from Friday

noon

Outlook for 48 hours: Becom-
ing colder generally. Wintry
showers and widespread night
frost.

London Area, S.E., S.W. and
Central Southern England, E.
and W. Midlands, Channel
Islands: Sunny intervals. Scat-
tered showers, perhaps heavy
with hail and thunder. Frost
in places tonight. Wind mainly
south to south-west, light or
moderate. Rather cold, maxi-
mum 9C (48F).

N.W. and Central Northern
England: Sunny intervals.
Scattered showers, sometimes
heavy. Hail and thunder in
places and snow on hills. Frost
at night, Wind variable, light
or moderate. Rather cold,
maximum 7C (45F).

Edinburgh, Glasgow Area, N.
Ireland:  Sunny intervals.
Scattered showers of rain,
sleet, snow or hail. Local
thunder. Frost at night. Wind
mainly variable, light or
moderate. Cold, maximum 6C

(43F).
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OUR Congress is

meeting at a time
of tremendous oppor-
tunities for Communists.
The British working
class, as part of the
international  working
class, is moving into
action against the em-
ployers and the govern-
ment as never before.

Such a growth of militancy
in the working class should
create the best possible con-
ditions for the building of
revolutionary leadership and
the development of Marxist
theory.

Yet your Party not only
stagnates in this situation, it
is openly in decline.

This apparent contradiction
is acknowledged by your
leaders. Writing in  the
‘Morning Star’ of Saturday,
November 1, Reuben Falber,
Communist Party assistant
secretary had this to say:

‘The built-in  right - wing
majorities at the TUC and
Labour Party conferences are
being whittled down. The left
has been transformed from a
minority to a majority on
many major issues. . . . There
is more support for Com-
munist policies than for many
years past. The Communist
Party has succeeded in break-
ing down many barriers and is
working with wide sections of
the people on a variety of
questions. Marxist ideas are
being studied more closely and
argued, about more keenly
especially among young people.

‘Yet, since the last Congress,
the membership of the Com-
munist Party is nearly 2,000
less and the circulation of the
“Morning Star” is down.
(Our emphasis.)

What explanation do your
leaders give for this extra-
ordinary state of affairs?

‘The executive committee
in its draft resolution has
given its analysis of the
reasons for this. Its main
point is that the very success
of the left has led many
workers outside the Party to
believe that their present
position is enough. Congress

must answer this.” (Falber,
‘Morning Star,” November 1,
1969.)

Your Congress  cannot

answer this question unless it
faces up to the history of the
British Communist Party and
the political record of its
present leaders.

All the basic questions of
Party history, now posed more
sharply than ever before by
the Soviet occupation of
Czechoslovakia, have to be
answered by those seeking to
give communist leadership to
the British working class
today.

HE reason why more
T workers leave than join
the Party is not, as your
leadership claims, because the
working class is content with
non-political militancy and
does not see the need to
build communist leadership.

That is an evasion of the
main question and an insult
to the political level of the
working class in Britain today.

Although it is not on the
agenda, the number-one ques-
tion before your Congress
is the complicity of many of
your leaders in the crimes and
betrayals of Stalinism.

The real reason why your

Party, despite its constant
recruiting and sales drives,
makes no headway in the

working class and the youth
today is because Gollan,
Matthews and the rest conceal
and refuse to face up to their
political pasts.

Everyone struggling  to
become a communist makes
mistakes, often great ones.

The making of such errors,
together with the attempt to
understdhd and correct them,
is essential for the develop-
ment of Marxist theory.

But when great, indeed
truly historical errors are
committed, and far from being
understood and corrected are
not even properly acknow-
ledged, then here surely we
have an attack on Marxism.

This is the position of your

present  general  secretary,
John Gollan.
Everybody now  knows,

especially since the 20th and
22nd Congresses of the Soviet
Communist Party, that two-
thirds of the members of
Lenin’'s Central Committee
murdered by Stalin were in
fact completely innocent of all
‘charges’ brought  against
them.

At the time of the three
Moscow Trials and the purge
of the military leaders, your
Party leaders, Gollan included,
wholeheartedly supported the

murder of Lenin’s closest
comrades.

They endorse the foul
slanders that were hurled

against these humiliated, tor-

Open letter to delegates at the Thirty-first Congress of the Communist Party of Great Britain

STALIN LIVES!

~ INTODAY’S COMMUNIST PARTY OF GT. BRITAIN

Mhal Yo do with the
% TROTSKYISTS

ber that the T

A CALENDAR IS A NECESSITY

~ SECOND

THIRD

.‘ ’ RS r ;c working-class movement.

Expose every Trotskyist you come inmeonuc(wﬂh
Show other people where his ideas are leading. ‘IM
him as you would treat an open Nazi.

Fight agaiget every Tromkylst w:.& bad got hingllly
into a position of authority, either
branch, local Labour Party or Co-op. Expose
and see that he is turned out,

Many workers, trade unionists and Labour Party members,
exp:uvlcwnwhld: mnd 'holdnyld. Don‘t
confuse these honest but muddl

are no longer part o’

in your trade

whatever

15

Thredhoﬁyhhlﬂ“myolsuﬂnudlhenﬂm'
trosted leaders of the Soviet Union. That's his fingerprint,
he may say. And that's how you can spot him.

As for people who are genuinely coafused, your job is to

explain. Explain. Explain. Get them to read this booklet.
+ It they haven't thme, explain vhat is in it to them.

A pamphlet written by W. Wainwright, now
assistant editor of the ‘Morning Star’, called for
Trotskyists to be treated like open Nazis

MAKE SURE THAT 1937 IS
A REVOLUTIONARY YEAR
FOR YOU BY GETTING A

CALENDAR

PRICE 4d

NO REVOLUTIONARY
HOME WILL BE COMPLETE
NEXT YEAR WITHOUT A

CALENDAR

STALIN

OR BY POST 5d

A T +.r-Off Calendar with a
fine Portrait of Joseph Stalin

STALIN

WORKERS’ BOOKSHOP, LTD
49 FARRINGDON ROAD, LONDON, E.C.]
and all Left Bookshops

OBTAINABLE FROM :

Usual terms for quantities

Paowd by the Maston Priaung Co (T C), Nelon Plice, Cavton Street, EC 5

This advertisement appeared in
‘Discussion’, a Communist Party
monthly—1937 was the year in
which Stalin liguidated thousands
of Red Army leaders.

tured and broken men,
Bolsheviks who, in 1917, with
Lenin and Trotsky had led the
world’s first victorious
socialist revolution.

Of the 33 full and candidate
members elected to the Polit-
bureau of the Central Commit-
tee of the CPSU between 1919
and 1939, six at the most died
natural deaths. Six are still
alive, while of the remainder,
at least 20 were either
executed, assassinated or died
in prison.

The position your Party
adopted on this massacre of
communists was summed up
in a speech by John Gollan to
the ninth Congress of the
Young Communist League in
June 1937: Gollan was at that
time YCL national secretary.

‘Foremost amongst these
provocateurs, alien elements
to the working-class move-
ment, have been the small
group of Trotskyists in the
Labour League of Youth.

‘Opposing youth unity, dis-
rupting the League of Youth,
pursuing wrecking tactics in
the Youth Movement for
Peace, performing no useful
activity and blocking every
movement towards practical
work, this band of wreckers
have proved worthy accom-

plices of the Trotskyist traitors
in the USSR and Spain.’
(‘Youth of Britain Advance!’
YCL, p. 22))

The same YCL Congress,
under Gollan’s leadership,
unanimously approved a reso-
lution entitled ‘Drive Out The
Trotskyists’:

‘This 9th National Con-
ference of the Young Com-
munist League of Great Britain

wholeheartedly endorses the.

actions taken by the govern-
ment and people of the Soviet
Union against Trotskyists,
spies, wreckers and traitors. It
declares that the exposure and
smashing of these gangs and
the vigilance of the Soviet
Union is a service to humanity,
to the cause of peace and
socialism, and has strength-
ened the Soviet Union in its
fight for peace.
‘Conference registers its
hatred for those despicable
Trotskyist enemies of the
Spanish Republic, who sought
to disrupt the Popular Front,
to organize aid for Franco
behind the government’s lines
and to disorganize the supply
of arms to the People’s Army.
Conference greets the
triumph of socialism in Soviet
Russia, the great conquests of
the air which have emphasised

The religious worship of Stalin which developed in the Soviet Union
to Byzantine proportions was extended to Britain by eulogies
from Communist Party members Pollitt, Dutt, Klugmann,

Rothstein and Johnstone.

the forward march of the
socialist people, led by the
Communist Party of the USSR,
under the leadership of Com-
rade Stalin. We declare our
determination to exercise the
greatest possible vigilance
over our movement, guarding
it carefully against would-be
splitters, dnsrupters and Trot-
skyist betrayers.’” (‘Youth of
Britain Advance!’, p. 31-32.)

This Congress was led and
organized by your present
Party general secretary, John
Gollan. To our knowledge,
these shameful slanders on the
leaders of the Russian Revolu-
tion have never been corrected,
let alone explained.

Neither have the completely
unfounded allegations hurled
at members of the British
Trotskyist movement at that
time, who, according to Gollan,
were also in the pay of Hitler
and Franco.

Also present at your Con-
gress is William Wainwright,
assistant editor of the ‘Morning
Star’.

In August 1942, your Party
published a* small pamphlet
written by Wainwright entitled
‘Clear out Hitler’s Agents!: An
exposure of Trotskyist dis-
ruption being organized in
Britain’.

Today, Wainwright assists
in the production of your
Party’s daily press. This is
what he wrote in 1942:

‘Trotsky was a Russian who
gathered around him an un-
scrupulous gang of traitors to
organize spying, sabotage,
wrecking and assassination in
the Soviet Union.’

These traitors, spies, sabo-
teurs and wreckers also
happened to comprise at least
two-thirds of the Central
Commiittee that organized and
Ile9dl 7the Russian Revolution of

But like Gollan, Wainwright
remains silent.

For years they both
slandered Trotsky and Trot-
skyists as ‘Hitler’s agents’.

Now, when confronted by a
mountain of evidence that
everything they said and wrote
about Trotskyism was lies,
they proceed as if nothing had
changed.

It is for reasons such as
this that your Party is in
decline.

Until the whole truth is told
about your Party’s past, most
workers simply will not
support it or join it.

HE same applies with

equal force to the anti-
Marxist, idealist cult of Stalin-
worship indulged in to in-
credible lengths by your
Party’s leadership during the
tyrant’s life-time.

Once again, there has been
no Marxist evaluation of how
Stalinism developed in the
Soviet Union, or how leaders
of the British Communist
Party such as R. P. Dutt,
Harry Pollitt and John Gollan
came to embrace it so
uncritically and even to
embellish its most nauseating
features.

You must demand of your
leaders that they explain how
such statements as the follow-

ing came to be made in the
name of the science of
Marxism: -

‘It was no accident that it
was Stalin who gave us this
famous scientific definition,
three months after Lenin’s
death. Only one who was the
closest collaborator of Lenin,
one who has mastered
Leninism, only one who fought
against the Trotskyists and
Bukharinists to keep Leinin’s
principles clear, could have
made such a masterly general-
ization.

‘For Stalin,
practice are one.

‘The man capable of gstimat-

theory and

'ing and systematising Lenin’s

contribution to Marxism, is
the man who has guided the
world’s working class to its
tremendous  victories these
past 26 years. And in so doing,
he himself has enriched and
developed Marxism-Leninism.’
(‘Lenin’s Teachings’ by John
Gollan, ‘Communist Review’,
February 1950.)

Since Stalin’s death, this
absurd ‘analysis’ of  his
theoretical talents has been
debunked—by N. S
Khruschev:

‘. . . we will be forced to do
much work in order to
examine critically from the
Marxist-Leninist viewpoint and
to correct the widely spread
erroneous views connected
with the cult of the individual
in the sphere of history,
philosophy, economy and of
other sciences, as well as in
literature and in the fine arts.’
(Report to 20th Congress of
the CPSU, 1956.)

In one stroke, the whole of

Stalin’s  ‘enrichments  and
developments of Marxism-
Leninism’ were reduced to

Zero.
But Gollan remains silent, as

- he does on the events at and

surrounding the 19th Congress
of the CPSU, held in Moscow
in October 1952.

With the late Harry Pollitt,

Gollan was your party’s
fraternal delegate to that
Congress.

It was held at the peak of
Stalin’s last purge, one which
certainly equalled those of the
1930s, and without doubt sur-
passed it in its racialist over-
tones.

For the main thrust of
Stalin’s last witch-hunt was

directed against national
minorities, in particular the
Jews.

- After the 20th Party Con-
gress, a delegation from your
Party visited the Soviet Union
to investigate allegations of
the persecution of Soviet
Jewry. This is what they
found:

‘The Soviet Encyclopedia,
which in its 1932 edition

devoted about 160 columns to .

the Jews, reduces this in the
1952 edition to four columns.
The biographies of many
eminent Jews have bgen
removed. Marx was no longer
referred to as a Jew. Then
came the discovery from
private conversations by Com-
rade Levy with Jews that the
years 1948-1952 were known
among them as “The Black
Years”, the period during
which many Jews were dis-
missed from their posts,
Jewish poets and writers were
arrested and charged with
treason and executed. . .

‘Those arrested and chérged'

in secret were prominent
political or cultural workers.
Shortly after his arrest, the
immediate relatives of the
arrested man would be
deported to some distant
place and there set to work,
and often at low wages.
‘Finally, the husband would
be shot, perhaps after torture,
to try to force him to confess
or to incriminate others. In

this way, practically the whole -

of the Jewish Anti-Fascist
Committee was liquidated.’
(‘World News’, CPGB weekly,
January 12, 1957.)

That was the Moscow
visited by Gollan and Pollitt
in October 1952.

But they had eyes for other
things.

They were not concerned, or
perhaps did not even notice,
that the whole of the Soviet
Union was gripped by a terror
so vast that it has proved
impossible to calculate its
victims even to the nearest
million.

John Gollan did bring back
a report from that Congress,
but it was not on Stalinist
anti-Semitism:

‘The final session took place
on October 14 [1952] at 9 p.m.

. everyone was discussing:

would Comrade Stalin speak,
and if he did speak, what
would he speak about?

‘As you know, he did speak
. . . He came to the micro-
phone, drew his notes out of
his pocket, amidst a tremen-
dous demonstration of
affection from everybody, and
then he started to address us
in friendly, conversational
tones. . . Stalin’s speech was
ten minutes of concentrated
wisdom and unique political
advice. You know the general
theme. . . .

‘It is amazing this con-
fidence which always comes
from Stalin. Of course we
all went from the hall full of
fighting spirit as never before.’
(J. Gollan, ‘Towards Com-
munism’, Report of 19th Con-
gress of the CPSU, held in
Moscow in October 1952,
Gollan, with H. Pollitt, was
the fraternal delegate from the
CPGB.)

One of the Soviet Party
leaders who caught Gollan’s
attention at the Congress was
L. Beria, head of Stalin’s
terror machine and personally
responsible for the death of
countless Soviet citizens.

What Gollan particularly
admired in Beria was his
approach to the national
minority peoples of the Soviet
Union:

‘There was the remarkable
speech by Comrade Beria
which dealt with Soviet
national policy. He said there
are now no backward nations
in the USSR. There are only
modern socialist states. Back-
ward nations don’t exist be-
cause factual inequality and

cultural backwardness have
been abolished . . . on the
basis of five things . . . Fifth,

the triumph of the 1deology of

friendship among nations.’
- (Ibid.)
Gollan’s ‘Comrade Beria’,

and especially his national
policy, were reviewed in a
different light less than a year
after the end of the 1952
Congress:

‘Beria, a now exposed enemy
of the people, through various
careerist machinations wormed
his way into a position of
confidence, and threaded his
way to the leadership . . .
In various treacherous ways
Beria tried to undermine the
friendship of the peoples of
the USSR, the very basis of
the multi-national socialist
state . . . tried to sow discord
among the peoples of the
USSR.” (‘Pravda’, July 10,
1953.)

Once again we must ask you,
has this truly colossal error of

political judgement ever been

acknowledged, let alone
analysed and corrected, by
your leaders?

Gollan was a delegate from
your Party to the 19th Con-
gress of the CPSU.

He brought back a report
which was from end to end a
pack of lies and distortions,
riddled with most fawning
adulation for Stalin, Beria and
company.

Yet four years later, Gollan
became the general secretary
of your Party.

On what political grounds
can this promotion be ex-
plained other than that he had
proved himself to be a consis-
tent adherent of the cult of
Stalin?

The 25th Congress of your
Party, in April 1957, endorsed,
against much opposition, the
following analysis of Stalin:

‘Stalin defended the unity of
the Party against factional dis-
ruption after the death of
Lenin and conducted a victori-
ous fight for the principles of
Marxism-Leninism against ten-
dencies which would have
destroyed the Party and the
Soviet Union . . .

‘Stalin stood for and de-
fended the basic principles of
socialism. That was his great
positive achievement, while his
errors, alien to Marxism, were
his negative, secondary side.
Those who wuse the term
“Stalinism” in attacking the

Daily Worker
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WE HONOUR HIM-

WITH A PLEDGE
- Fight harder—save peace! .

by HARRY POLLITT

DAY, countless milliens of people in every country in
world are plunged into the despest grief at the news tha
the heart of the most outstanding revolutionary leader of all
times— COMRADE JOSEPH STALIN — has ceased to beat.
The leader of all progressive mankind, of all who love peace,
value democracy, treasure their national independence; and
desire the establishment of Socialism so that poverty, unemploy-
ment and war shall.be banished for tver, has died.

The 3rd
bulletin |
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But he has left'a heritage to world humanity
that will act as its greatest inspiration in its
forward march and inevitpble vicwry over all
the enemies of the com:
A life of ceaseless, selfdcllcim‘llnd lovlng
devotion to the the working

e, from M established his
emhn with the ?n grou) fl The foliowing is the ~
revelutionary exile in tl "
it e e douth in the | (Mod Suicin o breies thiivs TR R

tireless theoretical and prac-
tical activity and political
leadership, rising from height
to height of achievement and
from triumph to triumph, the
greatest disciple and successor
of Marx and Lenin completed
his lifework on March 5, 1953.
« « » Through all the storms of
a thunderous dawn, of the
dissolution of an old era and
the birth of a new, he steered
the ship of human hopes and
aspirations with unflinching
tenacity, courage, judgement
and confidence. Now the road
lies plain ahead. Departing, he
could say with Bunyan :

“My sword I give to him
that shall succeed me in my
pilgrimage, and my courage
and skill to him that can get
it. My marks and scars I carry
with me to be a witness for
me” . . . Like a penetrating
searchlight, the loss of Stalin
laid bare the contours of the

JOHN GOLLAN

PALME DUTT

GOLLAN, KLUGMANN AND DUTT MUST ANSWER §

abuses, in effect repudiate the
whole of Stalin’s work . . .’
(Report, p. 66.)

So even after all the revela-
tions about Stalin made at the
20th Congress of the CPSU
in 1956, and the further
facts which came to light after
the Polish and Hungarian up-
heavals, Gollan and company
still clung to Stalin. That re-
mains their position today.

HRUSHCHEV’S report
K on Stalin, delivered at
the end of the 20th Party
Congress, made the eulogies
of Pollitt, Dutt, Klugmann,
Rothstein and Johnstone look
absurd :

DUTT :

4 The genius and will of

Stalin, the architect of the
rising world of free humanity,
lives on for ever in the im-
perishable monument of his
creation—the soaring triumphs
of socialist and communist
construction. . . .

After nearly six decades of

modern world, the light and
the darkness . . . The com-
memoration of Stalin, the
profound study of his teach-
ings and example, and the
absorption of the rich treasury
of the inheritance he has left
us—all this is now and
will continue the indispensible
weapon for

further advance. ¢

(Palme Dutt,
Monthly’, April 1953.)

and H. POLLITT : -
é Today, countless millions of
people in every country in
the world are plunged into the
deepest grief at the news that
the heart of the most out-
standing revolutionary leader
of all times — COMRADE
JOSEPH STALIN—has ceased
to beat. . . . Stalin—Iloved as
no other man in world history
has ever been loved by work-
ing people . . . Stalin—who
has written golden pages in
world history whose lustre
time can never efface; indeed,
with the advance of years,
their grandeur and nobility
will increase. . . .
With tear-blinded eyes and
a grief we have mnot the

Labour

Tito (seen at his first meeting with Stalin) was labelled a fascist and a Trotskyist by the servile British
Communist Party leaders (including the present-day leadership) when directed to do so by Stalin. When
Khrushchev changed the line and admitted that these were lies, the British CP leaders made no attempt
to refute their previous statements.
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ing came to be made in the
name of the science of
Marxism: -

‘It was no accident that it
was Stalin who gave us this
famous scientific definition,
three months after Lenin’s
death. Only one who was the
closest collaborator of Lenin,
one who has mastered
Leninism, only one who fought
against the Trotskyists and
Bukharinists to keep Leinin’s
principles clear, could have

made such a masterly general-

ization.

‘For  Stalin,
practice are one.

‘The man capable of gstimat-
ing and systematising Lenin’s
contribution to Marxism, is
the man who has guided the
world’s working class to its
tremendous  victories these
past 26 years. And in so doing,
he himself has enriched and
developed Marxism-Leninism.’
(‘Lenin’s Teachings’ by John
Gollan, ‘Communist Review’,
February 1950.)

Since Stalin’s death, this
absurd  ‘analysis’ of  his
theoretical talents has been
debunked—by N. S.
Khruschev:

‘. .. we will be forced to do
much work in order to
examine critically from the
Marxist-Leninist viewpoint and
to correct the widely spread
erroneous views connected
with the cult of the individual
in the sphere of history,
philosophy, economy and of
other sciences, as well as in
literature and in the fine arts.’
(Report to 20th Congress of
the CPSU, 1956.)

In one stroke, the whole of
Stalin’s ‘enrichments  and
developments of Marxism-
Leninism’ were reduced to
Zero.

But Gollan remains silent, as

theory and

- he does on the events at and

surrounding the 19th Congress
of the CPSU, held in Moscow
in October 1952.

With the late Harry Pollitt,

Gollan was your party’s
fraternal delegate to that
Congress.

It was held at the peak of
Stalin’s last purge, one which
certainly equalled those of the
1930s, and without doubt sur-
passed it in its racialist over-
tones.

For the main thrust of

Stalin’s last witch-hunt was
directed against national
minorities, in particular the
Jews.
- After the 20th Party Con-
gress, a delegation from your
Party visited the Soviet Union
to investigate allegations of
the persecution of Soviet
Jewry. This is what they
found:

‘The Soviet Encyclopedia,
which in its 1932 edition

devoted about 160 columns to .

the Jews, reduces this in the
1952 edition to four columns.
The biographies of many
eminent Jews have bgen
removed. Marx was no longer
referred to as a Jew. Then
came the discovery from
private conversations by Com-
rade Levy with Jews that the
years 1948-1952 were known
among them as “The Black
Years”, the period during
which many Jews were dis-
missed from their posts,
Jewish poets and writers were
arrested and charged with
treason and executed. . . .

‘Those arrested and charged-

in secret were prominent
political or cultural workers.
Shortly after his arrest, the
immediate relatives of the
arrested man would be
deported to some distant
place and there set to work,
and often at low wages.
‘Finally, the husband would
be shot, perhaps after torture,
to try to force him to confess
or to incriminate others. In

this way, practically the whole -

of the Jewish Anti-Fascist
Committee was liquidated.’
(‘World News’, CPGB weekly,
January 12, 1957.)

That was the Moscow
visited by Gollan and Pollitt
in October 1952.

But they had eyes for other
things.

They were not concerned, or
perhaps did not even notice,
that the whole of the Soviet
Union was gripped by a terror
so vast that it has proved
impossible to calculate its
victims even to the nearest
million.

John Gollan did bring back
a report from that Congress,
but it was not on Stalinist
anti-Semitism:

‘The final session took place
on October 14 [1952] at 9 p.m.

. everyone was discussing:

would Comrade Stalin speak,
and if he did speak, what
would he speak about?

‘As you know, he did speak
. . . He came to the micro-
phone, drew his notes out of
his pocket, amidst a tremen-
dous demonstration of
affection from everybody, and
then he started to address us
in friendly, conversational
tones. . . Stalin’s speech was
ten minutes of concentrated
wisdom and unique political
advice. You know the general
theme. . . .

‘It is amazing this con-
fidence which always comes
from Stalin. . . Of course we
all went from the hall full of
fighting spirit as never before.’
(J. Gollan, ‘Towards Com-
munism’, Report of 19th Con-
gress of the CPSU, held in
Moscow in October 1952.
Gollan, with H. Pollitt, was
the fraternal delegate from the
CPGB.)

One of the Soviet Party
leaders who caught Gollan’s
attention at the Congress was
L. Beria, head of Stalin’s
terror machine and personally
responsible for the death of
countless Soviet citizens.

What Gollan particularly
admired in Beria was his
approach to the national
minority peoples of the Soviet
Union:

‘There was the remarkable
speech by Comrade Beria
which dealt with Soviet
national policy. He said there
are now no backward nations
in the USSR. There are only
modern socialist states. Back-
ward nations don’t exist be-
cause factual inequality and
cultural backwardness have
been abolished . . . on the
basis of five things . . . Fifth,
the triumph of the ideology of
friendship among nations.’

- (Ibid.)

Gollan’s ‘Comrade Beria’,
and especially his national
policy, were reviewed in a
different light less than a year
after the end of the 1952
Congress:

‘Beria, a now exposed enemy

of the people, through various
careerist machinations wormed
his way into a position of
confidence, and threaded his
way to the leadership .
In various treacherous ways
Beria tried to undermine the
friendship of the peoples of
the USSR, the very basis of
the multi-national socialist
state . . . tried to sow discord
among the peoples of the
USSR.” (‘Pravda’, July 10,
1953.)

Once again we must ask you,
has this truly colossal error of
political judgement ever been
acknowledged, let alone
analysed and corrected, by
your leaders?

Gollan was a delegate from
your Party to the 19th Con-
gress of the CPSU.

He brought back a report
which was from end to end a
pack of lies and distortions,
riddled with most fawning
adulation for Stalin, Beria and
company.

Yet four years later, Gollan
became the general secretary
of your Party.

On what political grounds
can this promotion be ex-
plained other than that he had
proved himself to be a consis-
tent adherent of the cult of
Stalin?

The 25th Congress of your
Party, in April 1957, endorsed,
against much opposition, the
following analysis of Stalin:

‘Stalin defended the unity of
the Party against factional dis-
ruption after the death of
Lenin and conducted a victori-
ous fight for the principles of
Marxism-Leninism against ten-
dencies which would have
destroyed the Party and the
Soviet Union . ..

‘Stalin stood for and de-
fended the basic principles of
socialism. That was his great
positive achievement, while his
errors, alien to Marxism, were
his negative, secondary side.
Those who use the term
“Stalinism’” in attacking the
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WE HONOUR HIM-
WITH A PLEDGE
~ Fight harder—save peace!.

by HARRY POLLITT

DAY, countless milliens of people in every country in
world are plunged into the deepest grief at the news tha!
the heart of the most outstanding revolutionary leader of all
times— COMRADE JOSEPH STALIN —has ceased to beat.
The leader of all progressive mankind, of all who love peace,
value democracy, treasure their national independence, and
desire the establishment of Socialism so that poverty, unemploy-|
ment and war shall-be banished for &éver, has died. ol

But he has left'a heritage 1o world humanity ]
that will act as its greatest ingpiration in its Th . 3 d'
bulleti

forward march and inevitable victory over all
the enemies of the commen peaple. -
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tireless theoretical and prac-
tical activity and political
leadership, rising from height
to height of achievement and
from triumph to triumph, the
greatest disciple and successor
of Marx and Lenin completed
his lifework on March 5, 1953.
. « » Through all the storms of
a thunderous dawn, of the
dissolution of an old era and
the birth of a new, he steered
the ship of human hopes and
aspirations with unflinching
tenacity, courage, judgement
and confidence. Now the road
lies plain ahead. Departing, he
could say with Bunyan :

“My sword I give to him
that shall succeed me in my
pilgrimage, and my courage
and skill to him that can get
it. My marks and scars I carry
with me to be a witness for
me” . . . Like a penetrating
searchlight, the loss of Stalin
laid bare the contours of the

Cartoon from the ‘Daily Worker’ on Friday, March 6, 1953.

language at our command to
describe, we swear that our
Communist Party and our
“Daily Worker”, will do all in
their power to pick up that
banner of national independ-
ence [!] that Comrade Stalin
spoke about in his speech to
the 19th Congress, hold it
proudly aloft, and never allow
it to be sullied by any power
in the world. ETERNAL
GLORY TO THE MEMORY
OF JOSEPH STALIN! ¢

(‘Daily Worker’, March 6,
1953.)

and ANDREW
ROTHSTEIN :

& Stalin was indeed, from first

to last, an exponent of the
Marxist art of combining
theory with practice at the
level of genius—a level which
put him abreast of his great
predecessors, Marx, Engels and

who helped Stalin in the
political training of Monty
Johnstone.

Andrew Rothstein uses the
same quotation from Engels to
equally degrading effect in his
own ‘Daily Worker’ obituary
to Stalin, quoted above.

And though they were not
members of your Party, both
D. N. Pritt and J. D. Bernal
were always closely identified
with its policy over the years.
This is what they had to say
on the death of Stalin:

J. D. BERNAL :
4 In thinking of Stalin as the
greatest figure of contem-
porary history we should not
overlook the fact that he was
at the same time a great scien-
tist. . . . He combined, as no
other man had before his time,
a deep theoretical understand-
ing with unfailing mastery of
parctice. ... The true greatness

JOHN GOLLAN

PALME DUTT

JAMES KLUGMANN

~ GOLLAN, KLUGMANN AND DUTT MUST ANSWER QUESTIONS ON BRITISH PARTY HISTORY

MONTY JOHNSTONE

abuses, in effect repudiate the
whole of Stalin’s work . . .
(Report, p. 66.)

So even after all the revela-
tions about Stalin made at the
20th Congress of the CPSU
in 1956, and the further
facts which came to light after
the Polish and Hungarian up-
heavals, Gollan and company
still clung to Stalin. That re-
mains their position today.

HRUSHCHEV'’S report
K on Stalin, delivered at
the end of the 20th Party
Congress, made the eulogies
of Pollitt, Dutt, Klugmann,
Rothstein and Johnstone look
absurd :

DUTT :

4 The genius and will of

Stalin, the architect of the
rising world of free humanity,
lives on for ever in the im-
perishable monument of his
creation—the soaring triumphs
of socialist and communist
construction. . . .

After nearly six decades of

modern world, the light and
the darkness . . . The com-
memoration of Stalin, the
profound study of his teach-
ings and example, and the
absorption of the rich treasury
of the inheritance he has left
us—all this is now and
will continue the indispensible
weapon for

further advance. ¢

(Palme Dutt,
Monthly’, April 1953.)

and H. POLLITT :

4 Today, countless millions of
people in every country in
the world are plunged into the
deepest grief at the news that
the heart of the most out-
standing revolutionary leader
of all times — COMRADE
JOSEPH STALIN—has ceased
to beat. . . . Stalin—Iloved as
no other man in world history
has ever been loved by work-
ing people . . . Stalin—who
has written golden pages in
world history whose lustre
time can never efface; indeed,
with the advance of years,
their grandeur and nobility
will increase. . . .
With tear-blinded eyes and
a grief we have not the

Labour

Tito (seen at his first meeting with Stalin) was labelled a fascist and a Trotskyist by the servile British

Communist Party leaders (including the present-day leadership) when directed to do so by Stalin. When
Khrushchev changed the line and admitted that these were lies, the British CP leaders made no attempt
to refute their previous statements.

Lenin. . . . Of this gigantic
figure in world history we may
say what Engels said at Marx’s
graveside in Highgate 70 years
ago: “His name and his works
will live on through

the centuries”. ¢

(‘Daily Worker’, March 6,
1953.)

and JAMES
KLUGMANN :

é As we mourn the death of

the world’s greatest working-
class leader, we receive a
magnificent gift and guide for
those fighting in Britain in the
cause of socialism — the first
volume, in English, of Stalin’s
Collected Works. . . . One of
the greatest features of all
Stalin’s work—his combination
of the most profound theoreti-
cal understanding and con-
stant theoretical explanation
with the most consistent revo-
lutionary practice and the
utmost simplicity and clarity—
is reflected throughout these
early writings of the young
Stalin. . ..

From the style of Stalin
alone—its simplicity, its illus-
trations from the daily experi-
ence of the workers, its logic,
its humanity and warm love
for those for whom he is
writing. . . how much
there is to learn. . .. ¢

James Klugmann, Stalin’s

Legacy’, ‘Labour Monthly’,

April, 1953.)

And MONTY
JOHNSTONE

(currently bidding for
leadership of your
Party’s ‘liberals’) : -

4 In the passing of J. V. Stalin
the working people of the
whole world have suffered an
irreparable loss. . . . No man
in our times has done so much
as Stalin to change the course
of world history through the
inestimable leadership and
help he has given the oppressed
of the world in their struggle
for freedom and a happier life.
. . . His life is an example to
every young socialist of
courage, tenacity, faith in the
people, the combination of
study and action, constant
devotion to principle. . . .
On his passing we can say,
as Engels said of Marx’s death
exactly 70 years ago: “Man-
kind is shorter by a head, and
the greatest head of our times
at that. His name and work
will endure
through the ages”. ¢
(‘Challenge’, March 14, 1953.)
The last sentence of this

quotation gives a clue as to

of Stalin as a leader was his
wonderful combination of a
deeply scientific approach to
all problems with his capacity
for feeling and expressing him-
self in simple and direct
human terms. . . . His human-
ity always prevented him from
becoming doctrinaire. . . .

It was this profound feeling
for the people and for people
as individuals that gave Stalin
himself his sure touch in good
and bad times alike. . . .
Stalin’s concern for men and
women also found expression
in his concern for the advance-
ment of oppressed people and
nationalities. . . . In the world
as a whole, it will be Stalin’s
solution to the nationalities
question that has made the
most last-
ing impact. ¢

(J. D. Bernal, ‘Stalin as
Scientist’, ‘Modern Quarterly’
[CPGB theoretical journal],
Summer 1953.)

and D. N. PRITT :

. . . we can indeed be

thankful of the Stalinist
developments of our history.
. . . Confident as we conteme-
plate his work, we can say
“Farewell, Comrade Stalin, we
thank you for all you have
done, and all you have led the
masses to do, to make a richer,
more beautiful,
more peaceful world”. ¢

(D. N. Pritt, ‘Labour
Monthly’, April, 1953.)

HRUSHCHEV'S 20th

Congress report gave
you just a glimpse of Stalin’s
‘richer, more beautiful, more
peaceful world’; and parti-
cularly his national policy,
which Bernal rightly claims
‘made the nmost lasting
impact’ :

‘All the more monstrous are
the acts whose initiator was
Stalin and which are rude
violations of the basic Lenin-
ist principles of the nationality
policy of the Soviet State. We
refer to the mass deportations
from their native places of
whole nations, together with
all Communists and Komso-
mols without any exception...
Thus, already at the end of
1943, . . . a decision was taken
and executed concerning the
deportation of all the Karachai
from the lands on which they
lived.

‘In the same period, at the
end of December 1943, the
same lot befell the whole

population of the autonomous
Kalmyk Republic. In March
1944, all the Chechen and
Ingush peoples were deported
and the Chechen -Ingush
autonomous Republic was
liquidated. .

‘In April 1944, all Balkars
were deported to faraway
places from the territory of the

Kabardino-Balkar autonomous

Republic and the Republic
itself was renamed the auto-
nomous Kabardian Republic.

‘The Ukrainians avoided
meeting this fate only because
there were too many of them
and there was no place to
which to deport them. Other-
wise, he would have deported
them also.’

In the same report, Khrush-
chev dealt with the activities
of Gollan’s ‘Comrade Beria’,
whom Khrushchev described
as an ‘abject provocateur and
vile enemy, . . . who murdered
thousands of Communists and
loyal Soviet people. . . . It
has now been established that
this villain had climbed up the
government ladder over an
untold number of corpses’.

So much for Gollan’s
‘Comrade Beria’ !

Khrushchev also described
in some detail what Gollan
had called Stalin’s ‘friendly,
conversational tone’:

‘Stalin personally called the

investigative judge, gave him -

instructions, advised him on
which investigative methods
should be used; these methods
were simple — beat, beat and,
once again, beat.’

(These ‘investigations’ were
in connection with the so-
called ‘Jewish Doctors’ Plot’,
in full swing while Gollan and
Pollitt were in Moscow attend-
ing the 19th CPSU Congress.)

tion of the Tito affair.

It is true that in this parti-
cular case, the admission of a
‘mistake’ was made by your
Party leadership, but this only
came about after Khrushchev
had visited Tito in Belgrade
and publicly apologised for all
the abuse hurled at the Yugo-
slav. Communist Party aunder
Stalin.

It still remains to be ex-
plained how such statements as
the following ever came to be
made, in view of the fact that
from the war until the break
with Stalin, Tito had been one
of the European communist
leaders most admired by your
Party:

John Gollan,

THEN there is the ques-

writing in

1950:
‘The people’s democratic
regimes . . . have exposed and

crushed the efforts of internal
reaction, backed and financed
by Anglo-American imperial-

.Jism, particularly its spearhead,

the Tito clique, to restore
capitalism . ..

‘All this calls for the streng-
thening of the Party, increasing
its vigilance and Marxist under-
standing, exposing the Tito
clique and the war policy of
the British Labour government
in supporting Tito before the
entire labour movement, and
doing all within our power to
enable the people of Yugoslavia.
to rejoin the democratic [i.e.
Stalin’s] camp.” (J. Gollan,
‘Lenin’s Teachings’, ‘Commun-
ist Review’, February 1950.)

But the main attack on Tito
was undertaken by James
Klugmann, who in the early
post-war years knew the Yugo-
slav leader personally.

In ‘Labour Monthly’ of
September 1946, Klugmann
wrote :

‘The new army, led by Josip
Broz-Tito, Communist leader
and Zagreb metal worker . . .
was truly representative of the
people’.

In ‘Communist Review’ for
January 1950, Klugmann’s
estimation of Tito had under-
gone a dramatic change:

‘The report of Comrade
Gheorghiu-Dej and the resolu-
tion that arose from it showed
how, since the second confer-
ence of the Communist Infor-
mation Bureau in July 1948,
the Tito-Rankovic gang had
passed from bourgeois-national-
ism 'to fascism . . .

‘The Rajk trial and other
similar trials have shown that
the Tito gang of Trotskyites

and foreign agents, having got’

control of the leadership of
the former Yugoslav Com-
munist Party, betrayed the
liberation struggle of the Yugo-
slav people to British imperial-
ism already in the course of
the war, and following the war
became the agents of American
imperialism in their war plans
and counter-revolutionary con-
spiracies directed against the
Soviet Union and the People’s
Democracies .

‘Thus the tasks outlined by
the Information Bureau reso-
lution on ‘“Yugoslavia”, tasks
of vigilance against enemy
agents, of lifting the ideological
level of the Party, explanation
of the role of the Titoites as
imperialist spies and agents . . .
are tasks of the utmost import-
ance for British Communists
and for the British working
class.’ (J. Klugmann, ‘Informa-
tion Bureau Meeting’, ‘Com-

munist Review’, January 1950.)

Vile though these slanders
were, they obviously did not
satisfy Stalin.

In 1951, Klugmann’s book
‘From Trotsky to Tito’ was
published by your Party.

This work is packed from
cover to cover with lies and
slanders against all of Stalin’s

opponents, reaching, as the
title indicates, from Trotsky to
Tito. Space permits only a
handful to be quoted:

‘In the Soviet Union the
great conspiracy of the im-
perialists which began with
Kolchack and Denikin con-
tinued with Trotsky and
Bukharin. . . . And the work
of Trotsky and Bukharin is
continued by the Titoites.

‘The Titoite clique serve
western imperialism abroad as
the MI5 and FBI agents serve
it at home.’ (pp. 78-79.)

‘Under the rule of the Tito-
ites, Yugoslavia has returned
to capitalism, but not to capi-
talist democracy. Yugoslavia
today is a semi-colonial coun-
try ruled over by a reactionary
caste operating a police state
of a fascist type.’ (pp. 150-151.)

‘Those of us, like myself,

who in the early stage were
deceived by the maneouvres
of the Titoites, can well under-
stand the gratitude that we
owe and indeed that the
people of all countries owe,
to the wisdom of the warnings
given by the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union,

‘Indeed, we only have to
think what might have
happened if the Communist
Information Bureau, on Soviet
initiative, had not warned and
had not unmasked the plots of
the Tito gang, to understand
the debt of all progressive
people to the Soviet Com-
munists . . .’

‘In the interests of the inter-
national solidarity of the work-
ing people, of peace and of
socialism—the combatting of
Titoism, instrument of im-
perialist rule, is an urgent and
honourable task.” (pp. 202-
204.)

James Klugmann’s next
‘urgent and honourable task’
was undertaken in his capacity
of chief education officer of
your Party.

It was the writing of the
official Party history, a task
for which he seemed ill-pre-
pared after his work on Tito,
which was formally admitted
by your Party’s executive to
be based on information ‘now
stated to have been fabricated.’
(‘World News and Views’, p.
248, 1956.)

Klugmann’s willingness to
rely uncritically and ex-
clusively on forged material
was hardly the best guarantee
of a serious and objective
history of your Party.

Nevertheless, he was given
this job.

What more evidence is re-
quired to prove that your
leaders are totally opposed to
any squaring of accounts with
their past?

INALLY, there is the

question of your Party’s
programme, ‘The British Road
to Socialism’.

It has been your programme
now since 1951, and yet it is
an open secret that its per-
spective of a peaceful, parlia-
mentary road to socialism is
derided by many of your
members as being thoroughly
reformist and anti-Leninist.

And they are, of course,
right.

The first version of ‘The
British Road to Socialism’,
adopted by the executive com-
mittee of <your party in
January 1951, makes the
following claim :

‘The enemies of Communism
accuse the Communist Party
of aiming to introduce Soviet
power in Britain and abolish
parliament. This is a slander-
ous misrepresentation of our

Gollan admired the speech of
‘Comrade Beria’ (above) to

the CPSU’s 19th Congress on
the national minorities question.
That year saw Stalin’s
persecution of Soviet Jewry and
the infamous ‘Doctors’ Plot’.

policy. Experience has shown
that in present conditions the
advance to socialism can be
made just as well by a different
road.’ (p. 14.)

That was in 1951.

In 1935, at the 13th Con-
gress of your Party, the
resolution ‘The Communist
Party and the United Front’
was unanimously adopted. It
contained the following state-
ment :

‘The 13th Party Congress
declares that the building of a
mass Communist Party within
an all-inclusive united working-
class front is the sole path to
the advance of the working-
class struggle, the defeat of
the ever heavier capitalist
attacks, of fascism and of war,
and the victory of the working-
class revolution in Britain and
the establishment of the
workers’ dictatorship on the
basis of Soviet power for the
building of socialism.” (Em-
phasis added.)
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language at our command to
describe, we swear that our
Communist Party and our
“Daily Worker”, will do all in
their power to pick up that
banner of national independ-
ence [!] that Comrade Stalin
spoke about in his speech to
the 19th Congress, hold it
proudly aloft, and never allow
it to be sullied by any power
in the world. ETERNAL
GLORY TO THE MEMORY
OF JOSEPH STALIN! ¢

(‘Daily Worker’, March 6,
1953.)

and ANDREW

ROTHSTEIN :

4 Stalin was indeed, from first

to last, an exponent of the
Marxist art of combining
theory with practice at the
level of genius—a level which
put him abreast of his great
predecessors, Marx, Engels and

who helped Stalin in the
political training of Monty
Johnstone.

Andrew Rothstein uses the
same quotation from Engels to
equally degrading effect in his
own ‘Daily Worker’ obituary
to Stalin, quoted above.

And though they were not
members of your Party, both
D. N. Pritt and J. D. Bernal
were always closely identified
with its policy over the years.
This is what they had to say
on the death of Stalin:

‘J' Dl BERNAL :
4 In thinking of Stalin as the
greatest figure of contem-
porary history we should not
overlook the fact that he was
at the same time a great scien~
tist. . . . He combined, as no
other man had before his time,
a deep theoretical understand-
ing with unfailing mastery of
parctice. ... The true greatness

JAMES KLUGMANN

(SWER QUESTIONS ON BRITISH PARTY HISTORY

MONTY JOHNSTONE

Lenin. . . . Of this gigantic
figure in world history we may
say what Engels said at Marx’s
graveside in Highgate 70 years
ago: “His name and his works
will live on through

the centuries” ¢

(‘Daily Worker’, March 6,
1953))

and JAMES
KLUGMANN :

é As we mourn the death of

the world’s greatest working-
class leader, we receive a
magnificent gift and guide for
those fighting in Britain in the
cause of socialism — the first
volume, in English, of Stalin’s
Collected Works. . . . One of
the greatest features of all
Stalin’s work—his combination
of the most profound theoreti-
cal understanding and con-
stant theoretical explanation
with the most consistent revo-
lutionary practice and the
utmost simplicity and clarity—
is reflected throughout these
early writings of the young
Stalin. . ..

From the style of Stalin
alone—its simplicity, its illus-
trations from the daily experi-
ence of the workers, its logic,
its humanity and warm love
for those for whom he is
writing. . . how much
there is to learn. . . . ¢

James Klugmann,
Legacy’, ‘Labour
April, 1953.)

And MONTY
JOHNSTONE

(currently bidding for
leadership of your
Party’s ‘liberals’) :

4 In the passing of J. V. Stalin
the working people of the
whole world have suffered an
irreparable loss. . . . No man
in our times has done so much
as Stalin to change the course
of world history through the
inestimable leadership and
help he has given the oppressed
of the world in their struggle
for freedom and a happier life.
. . . His life is an example to
every young socialist of
courage, tenacity, faith in the
people, the combination of
study and action, constant
devotion to principle. . . .
On his passing we can say,
as. Engels said of Marx’s death
exactly 70 years ago: “Man-
kind is shorter by a head, and
the greatest head of our times
at that. His name and work
will endure
through the ages”. ¢
(‘Challenge’, March 14, 1953.)
The last sentence of this
quotation gives a clue as to

Stalin’s
Monthly’,

of Stalin as a leader was his
wonderful combination of a
deeply scientific approach to
all problems with his capacity
for feeling and expressing him-
self in simple and direct
human terms. . . . His human-
ity always prevented him from
becoming doctrinaire. . . .

It was this profound feeling
for the people and for people
as individuals that gave Stalin
himself his sure touch in good
and bad times alike. . . .
Stalin’s concern for men and
women also found expression
in his concern for the advance-
ment of oppressed people and
nationalities. . . . In the world
as a whole, it will be Stalin’s
solution to the nationalities
question that has made the
most last-
ing impact. ¢

(J. D. Bernal, ‘Stalin as
Scientist’, ‘Modern Quarterly’
[CPGB theoretical journal],
Summer 1953.)

and D. N. PRITT :

é . . . we can indeed be
thankful of the Stalinist
developments of our history.
. . . Confident as we contem-
plate his work, we can say
“Farewell, Comrade Stalin, we
thank you for all you have
done, and all you have led the
masses to do, to make a richer,
more beautiful,

more peaceful world”. ¢

(D. N. Pritt, ‘Labour
Monthly’, April, 1953.)

HRUSHCHEV'S 20th

Congress report gave
you just a glimpse of Stalin’s
‘richer, more beautiful, more
peaceful world’; and parti-
cularly his national policy,
which Bernal rightly claims
‘made the most lasting
impact’ :

‘All the more monstrous are
the acts whose initiator was
Stalin and which are rude
violations of the basic Lenin-
ist principles of the nationality
policy of the Soviet State. We
refer to the mass deportations
from their native places of
whole nations, together with
all Communists and Komso-
mols without any exception...
Thus, already at the end of
1943, . . . a decision was taken
and executed concerning the
deportation of all the Karachai
from the lands on which they
lived.

‘In the same period, at the
end of December 1943, the
same lot befell the whole

population of the autonomous
Kalmyk Republic. In March
1944, all the Chechen and
Ingush peoples were deported

and the Chechen -Ingush
autonomous Republic was
liquidated.

‘In April 1944, all Balkars
were deported to faraway
places from the territory of the

Kabardino-Balkar autonomous

Republic and the Republic
itself was renamed the auto-
nomous Kabardian Republic.

‘The Ukrainians avoided
meeting this fate only because
there were too many of them
and there was no place to
which to deport them. Other-
wise, he would have deported
them also.’

In the same report, Khrush-
chev dealt with the activities
of Gollan’s ‘Comrade Beria’,
whom Khrushchev described
as an ‘abject provocateur and
vile enemy, . . . who murdered
thousands of Communists and
loyal Soviet people. . . . It

. has now been established that
. this villain had climbed up the

government ladder over an
untold number of corpses’.

So much for Gollan’s
‘Comrade Beria’!

Khrushchev also described
in some detail what Gollan
had called Stalin’s ‘friendly,
conversational tone’:

‘Stalin personally called the
investigative judge, gave him
instructions, advised him on
which investigative methods
should be used; these methods
were simple — beat, beat and,
once again, beat.’

(These ‘investigations’ were
in connection with the so-
called ‘Jewish Doctors’ Plot’,
in full swing while Gollan and
Pollitt were in Moscow attend-
ing the 19th CPSU Congress.)

HEN there is the ques-
tion of the Tito affair.

It is true that in this parti-
cular case, the admission of a
‘mistake’ was made by your
Party leadership, but this only
came about after Khrushchev
had visited Tito in Belgrade
and publicly apologised for all
the abuse hurled at the Yugo-
slav Communist Party aunder
Stalin.

It still remains to be ex-

plained how such statements as

the following ever came to be
made, in view of the fact that
from the war until the break
with Stalin, Tito had been one
of the European communist
leaders most admired by your
Party:

John Gollan, writing in
1950:

‘The people’s democratic
regimes . . . have exposed and

crushed the efforts of internal
reaction, backed and financed
by Anglo-American imperial-

ism, particularly its spearhead,

the Tito clique,
capitalism . . .

‘All this calls for the streng-
thening of the Party, increasing
its vigilance and Marxist under-
standing, exposing the Tito
clique and the war policy of
the British Labour government
in supporting Tito before the
entire labour movement, and
doing all within our power to
enable the people of Yugoslavia.
to rejoin the democratic [i.e.
Stalin’s] camp.” (J. Gollan,
‘Lenin’s Teachings’, ‘Commun-
ist Review’, February 1950.)

But the main attack on Tito
was undertaken by James
Klugmann, who in the early
post-war years knew the Yugo-
slav leader personally.

to restore

In ‘Labour Monthly’ of
September 1946, Klugmann
wrote :

‘The new army, led by Josip
Broz-Tito, Communist leader
and Zagreb metal worker . . .
was truly representative of the
people’.

In ‘Communist Review’ for
January 1950, Klugmann’s
estimation of Tito had under-
gone a dramatic change:

‘The report of Comrade
Gheorghiu-Dej and the resolu-
tion that arose from it showed
how, since the second confer-
ence of the Communist Infor-
mation Bureau in July 1948,
the Tito-Rankovic gang had
passed from bourgeois-national-
ism 'to fascism . . .

‘The Rajk trial and other
similar trials have shown that
the Tito gang of Trotskyites

and foreign agents, having got’

control of the leadership of
the former Yugoslav Com-
munist Party, betrayed the
liberation struggle of the Yugo-
slav people to British imperial-
ism already in the course of
the war, and following the war
became the agents of American
imperialism in their war plans
and counter-revolutionary con-
spiracies directed against the
Soviet Union and the People’s
Democracies . .

‘Thus the tasks outlined by
the Information Bureau reso-
lution on “Yugoslavia”, tasks
of vigilance against enemy
agents, of lifting the ideological
level of the Party, explanation
of the role of the Titoites as
imperialist spies and agents . . .
are tasks of the utmost import-
ance for British Communists
and for the British working
class.’” (J. Klugmann, ‘Informa-
tion Bureau Meeting’, ‘Com-

munist Review’, January 1950.)

Vile though these slanders
were, they obviously did not
satisfy Stalin.

In 1951, Klugmann’s book
‘From Trotsky to Tito’ was
published by your Party.

This work is packed from
cover to cover with lies and
slanders against all of Stalin’s

opponents, reaching, as the
title indicates, from Trotsky to
Tito. Space permits only a
handful to be quoted:

‘In the Soviet Union the
great conspiracy of the im-
perialists which began with
Kolchack and Denikin con-
tinued with Trotsky and
Bukharin. . . . And the work
of Trotsky and Bukharin is
continued by the Titoites.

‘The Titoite clique serve
western imperialism abroad as
the MI5 and FBI agents serve
it at home.” (pp. 78-79.)

‘Under the rule of the Tito-
ites, Yugoslavia has returned
to capitalism, but not to capi-
talist democracy. Yugoslavia
today is a semi-colonial coun-
try ruled over by a reactionary
caste operating a police state
of a fascist type.’ (pp. 150-151.)

‘Those of us, like myself,

who in the early stage were
deceived by the maneouvres
of the Titoites, can well under-
stand the gratitude that we
owe and indeed that the
people of all countries owe,
to the wisdom of the warnings
given by the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union,

‘Indeed, we only have to
think what might Thave
happened if the Communist
Information Bureau, on Soviet
initiative, had not warned and
had not unmasked the plots of
the Tito gang, to understand
the debt of all progressive
people to the Soviet Com-
munists . ..

‘In the interests of the inter-
national solidarity of the work-
ing people, of peace and of
socialism—the combatting of
Titoism, instrument of im-
perialist rule, is an urgent and

honourable task.” (pp. 202-
204.)
James Klugmann’s next

‘urgent and honourable task’
was undertaken in his capacity
of chief education officer of
your Party.

It was the writing of the
official Party history, a task
for which he seemed ill-pre-
pared after his work on Tito,
which was formally admitted
by your Party’s executive to
be based on information ‘now
stated to have been fabricated.’
(‘World News and Views’, p.
248, 1956.)

Klugmann’s willingness to
rely uncritically and ex-
clusively on forged material
was hardly the best guarantee
of a serious and objective
history of your Party.

Nevertheless, he was given
this job.

What more evidence is re-
quired to prove that your
leaders are totally opposed to
any squaring of accounts with
their past?

INALLY, there is the

question of your Party’s
programme, ‘The British Road
to Socialism’.

It has been your programme
now since 1951, and yet it is
an open secret that its per-
spective of a peaceful, rparlia-
mentary road to socialism is
derided by many of your
members as being thoroughly
reformist and anti-Leninist.

And they are, of course,
right.

The first version of ‘The
British Road to Socialism’,
adopted by the executive com-
mittee of -<your party in
January 1951, makes the
following claim :

‘The enemies of Communism
accuse the Communist Party
of aiming to introduce Soviet
power in Britain and abolish
parliament. This is a slander-
ous misrepresentation of our

Gollan admired the speech of
‘Comrade Beria’ (above) to
the CPSU’s 19th Congress on
the national minorities question.
That year saw Stalin’s
persecution of Soviet Jewry and
the infamous ‘Doctors’ Plot’.

policy. Experience has shown
that in present conditions the
advance to socialism can be
made just as well by a different
road.’ (p. 14.)

That was in 1951.

In 1935, at the 13th Con-
gress of your Party, the
resolution ‘The Communist
Party and the United Front’
was unanimously adopted. It
contained the following state-
ment :

‘The 13th Party Congress
declares that the building of a
mass Communist Party within
an all-inclusive united working-
class front is the sole path to
the advance of the working-
class struggle, the defeat of
the ever heavier capitalist
attacks, of fascism and of war,
and the victory of the working-
class revolution in Britain and
the establishment of the
workers’ dictatorship on the
basis of Soviet power for the
building of socialism.” (Em-
phasis added.)

Gollan, Dutt, Klugmann, all remain silent on the Khrushchev revelations at the 20th (above) and 22nd

Congresses.

To make sure the point was
taken, Pollitt repeated it in his
report to the Congress :

‘.. . under the leadership of
the Communist Party of Great
Britain, the British working
class can conquer power,
establish its dictatorship, and
commence to build a free
Soviet Britain. (Emphasis
added.)

Once again, you must address
the same demand to your
leaders; You were for a Soviet
Britain in 1935, and against a
Soviet Britain in 1951—yet at
no time has there beefi any
explanation of how this com-
plete reversal of policy came
about: please, Comrades Dutt,
Klugmann, Gollan, Matthews,
Wainwright, Reid and John-
stone, explain your own
history !

Like all the other political
skeletons in your Party’s cup-

board, the mystery of the
‘British Road’ can be traced
back to Stalin.

Speaking at the Sixth Con-
gress of the East German
Socialist Unity Party in East
Berlin on January 16, 1963,
N. S. Khrushchev revealed the
identity of the reformist clause
dealing with the peaceful,
parliamentary transition to
socialism :

‘We must say for these
admirers of the cult of Stalin
that it was none other than
Stalin, who, in an interview
with British Communists after
the Second World War, spoke
of using the peaceful, parlia-
mentary way to bring about
socialism and this is recorded
in the programme of the Com-
munist Party of Great Britain.
The leaders of the British
Communist Party know that
this wording was proposed by
Stalin.” (‘Soviet News’, Friday,

January 18, 1963, No. 4797,
p. 41)

So, according to Khrushchev,
it is not the ‘British Road’ at
all, but Stalin’s road.

Khrushchev insisted that this
point could be confirmed by
the leaders of your Party.

Demand at Congress that
this question be answered by
Gollan: Was Stalin responsible
for the removal of the demand
for a Soviet Britain from your
Party’s programme, and its re-
placement by a 100 per cent
social - democratic perspegtive
of winning power through a
parliamentary majority ?

Make Gollan answer this
question.

OUR party follows op-
Yportunist policies today
because of its opportunist
past, because of your leaders’

slavish = adherence to the
politics of Stalinism, the core
of which is the theory of
peaceful-co-existence between
.the working class and im-
perialism.

This is the reason why your
Party is in decline.

Reformism today is in crisis
everywhere and .the British
Communist Party is no ex-
ception.

Stalinism, the theory of the
counter - revolutionary Soviet
bureaucracy, is a tremendous
burden weighing down on
every Communist Party mem-
ber struggling to give leader-
ship to the British working
class.

As the ‘Daily Worker’ of
March 6, 1953, rightly said,
‘Stalin Lives’ —in the leader-
ship of your Party.

Class unity between the
Socialist Labour League and
the Communist Party on
urgent questions of the day is
both necessary and possible.

But to make such a unity
the basis for the construction
of a genuine mass movement
in this country, the questions
that we have posed to you in
this open letter have to be
answered."

Your leaders seek ‘left unity’
with trade union. leaders like
McGarvey and ‘left’” MPs such
as Heffer who both defend the
British monarchy from the
attacks of its critics.

It is time to break with
such leaders, and begin the
fight inside your Party against
the opportunism represented
by Gollan and Matthews.

In this fight, you will have
our full support.

Stalinism as a political
tendency must be destroyed.
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Kellog
workers
in shift

payment
fight

WORKERS at the US-
owned breakfast cereal
factory, Kellogs, at Trafford
Park, Manchester, are in the
ninth week of a dispute
over shift changeover pay-
ment.

They are refusing to work
the changeover and con-
tinuity of the production line
has been severely disrupted.

Before the dispute, the pay-
ment was 7s. 6d.

The employers’ offers of
12s. 6d., 17s. 6d. and £1 have
all been rejected by the men,
who are agreed on £2 10s.

The willingness of -"the
women workers’ section to
accept £1 has not weakened
the men’s determination to
get a fair settlement.

An ‘offer’ by the employers
to scrap the system whereby
anyone working the change-
over was liable for four
hours’ overtime if the relief
did not show up has been
rejected.

The bosses want to substi-
tute one where they can get
other workers to do the job.

There is widespread resent-
ment amongst the. workers
that their union has not made
the dispute official.

during

Teachers

@ FROM PAGE ONE

holding a time-consuming
referendum of the whole
membership on two-week
strikes in selected areas.

The Labour bueaucracy’s
hostility to the teachers’
struggle was brought into the
open on Thursday when
Labour MP and NUT member
Mr Kenneth Marks lined up
with the Tories in attacking
teachers.

Marks said that many MPs
‘strongly  disapproved’  of
union encouragement of
strikes because they were
harmful to the teachers’
case.

To his attack, Mrs Thatcher,
Tory shadow education secret-
ary, could only add a con-
demnation of the teachers’
action as jeopardizing the
children’s safety.

David Brown
draughtsmen
demand parity

A HUNDRED draughtsmen are still on strike at
David Brown Tractors, Meltham, near Huddersfield.
39 Draughtsmen’s and Allied Technicians’ Association
(DATA) members are suspended at David Brown
Industries, Sunderland, and 140 are suspended at David
Brown Industries, Park Works, Huddersfield.

They are demanding
parity with the rest of the
tractor industry.

They claim that DATA
members at David Brown’s
receive about £7 a week less
than at Ford and Massey
Ferguson.

(Since a recent increase at
Ford that difference is now
around £10 a week for tech-
nical staff aged 30 and above.)

On Friday November 7,
DATA representatives met
spokesmen from the three
firms and from the Employ-
ers’ Federation at the West-
minster headquarters of the
Engineering and Shipbuilding
Employers’ Federation.

The employers offered in-
creases of 45s. to 55s, to
include £1 offset against any
national award.

(A national claim for £3 a
week increase lifting the mini-
mum rates at age 30 from £24
10s. to £27 10s. is due to be
answered on November 14.)

Rejected

This offer was rejected by
the men.

The draughtsmen have also
rejected a bonus scheme
based on the number of trac-
tors produced divided by the
number of staff—though this
has been accepted by other
white-collar workers, includ-
ing members of the CAWU
and ASTMS.

The men’s claim was ori-
ginally submitted in Septem-
ber 1968 and procedure was
completed by April 1969.

On June 16 DATA called
out a key section of 36 work-
ers at Meltham. This spread
to the planning engineers.

Other draughtsmen left in
work applied sanctions and
were suspended by the man-
agement in July.

14 weeks after the original
strike call, the Sunderland
men were suspended and two
weeks later the Park Works
men were suspended.

Unrest

The draughtsmen also claim
that apart from this wages
dispute there has been unrest
for some time among the
technical staff at David
Brown Tractors.

The DBT joint office com-
mittee claims attempts have
been made to persuade staff
unions at David Brown fac-
tories to accept retrograde
conditions of employment

MARCONI

WALK-0UT

NEARLY 4,000 hourly-paid
workers at thé Marconi
Electronic works at Chelms-
ford (Essex) were planning a
mass walk-out for an hour
yesterday as a protest against
the company refusing to give
them an extra day’s paid holi-
day at Christmas.

By our Industrial correspondent

covering sickness

holidays.

The committee alleges in a
leaflet that the management
proposed a sick pay scheme,
including substantial pay cuts
under the guise of extending
the sick pay periods slightly.

They also claim ‘improved’
holiday proposals would ob-
struct genuine holiday im-
provements which staff at
other firms enjoy.

Huddersfield is a low-wage
area and the Engineering
Employers’ Federation see
this dispute as an attempt
to breach their ring of low-
wage companies.

However, there is evidence
that some of the federated
firms in the area have decided
that there is trouble ahead
and are ‘talking money’ to
avoid facing a big campaign.

pay and

Morris
Motors

® FROM PAGE ONE
principle for the whole factory.

In fact, 57 vehicle progress
workers—not just the five .
computer operators, as the

report suggested—were in-

volved in the dispute.

These men work as a team
on the control bridge and
computer set-up, loading and
controlling the sequence of

body shells on production
lines.
After being . shut out

because of a shortage of work
following last week’s strike at
Pressed-Steel Fisher’s Llanelli
factory, the men walked out
on Monday.

The report suggests that
this was simply over pay. In
fact, a much more important
issue was at stake.

When Morris’s dayworkers
won their £2 pay rise earlier
this year the company also
agreed four days guaranteed
average earnings when pro-
duction was interrupted as a
result of disputes outside the
factory.

This agreement was
rescinded by ‘the company
later on the grounds that
they could no longer operate
it ‘for economic reasons’.

Dayworkers planned to stop
work over this, but when
short-time came along re-
cently the position became
more confused. -

The significance of the
vehicle progress strike was
that they stopped work at a
time when they are them-
selves working only a three-
and-a-half day week.

Under very difficult condi-
tions, they thus took a
principled stand for the whole
factory.

The employers are now
expected to concede their
demand that the four-day
guarantee is reinstated.

As these talks were
being announced from St
James’ Square on Wednes-
day, the Workers Press
spoke to shop stewards at
the airport about what they
thought these issues were.

We asked whether the
British Airport Authority’s
decision to issue solicitor’s
letters alleging the ‘black’
on General Aircraft Services
was illegal had come as a
shock.

‘We weren’t really surprised
by the letters,, commented
one steward. ‘Something like
this had been in the wind for
about two weeks before they
were actually sent out.

‘There’s no question of us
withdrawing the ‘“black”.

‘It’s difficult to say where
all this started; there's so
much involved. But if they
want a fight on this, we’ll give
it to them.

‘We hope this attitude is
also being taken by the
union.’

P.IB. link

Did the BAA’s award of
a ground handling contract
to GAS, a Canadian agency,
have other implications?

‘I wouldn’t be at all sur-
prised if this was linked with

Wi

Jumbo pay
talks adjourned

TALKS between the British
Airline Pilots’ Association
and BOAC over the pilots
claim for more pay for fly-
ing the giant 360-seat
jumbo jets were adjourned
(2>|1: Thursday until November

Pilots are refusing to fly
the jumbo jets until pay and
conditions have been agreed.

They have rejected the
Prices and Incomes Board’s
suggestion that pilots should
accept the same salary how-
ever large or difficult the air-
craft they fly.

the PIB’s proposals,’ another
steward told the Workers
Press.

‘A productivity deal is
already being negotiated for
BEA ramp staff on the basis
of separate rates of pay for
the different jobs involved.
Some grades would be merged
as a result of this.

‘GAS seems to have this
sort of situation already.

‘As far as we can tell their
staff will be expected to oper-
ate flexibility. All the different
jobs around the planes.’

Three
questions

Three questions are asked
by the stewards.

FIRSTLY, why is the BAA
—as a state concern— So
anxious to award contracts in
such a way as can only take
what is in the last analysis
taxpayers’ inoney out of the
country ?

IF, SECONDLY, the Labour
government is so concerned
about the drain of money out
of the country, why has it not
intervened to prevent the
authority behaving in a way
which can only cut across its
professed economic policies ?

THIRDLY, how far does the
awarding of this contract link
up with the PIB’s plans for a
common pay and productivity
negotiating machinery for air-
port ground staff ?

‘The PIB’s proposals are
certainly involved here,’ one
of the stewards believed.

‘I'm sure what they'd like
to do is hold down our wages
in the BAA airports until
those in the Board of Trade
and local authority terminals
can brought up. We've
every sympathy with the lads
in Scotland and elsewhere, of
course.

‘But our message to them is
“fight to bring your wages up
by all means, but don’t rely
on the PIB to do the job for
you”. That way we'll all go
forward together!’

NONE OF the real issues behind the contracts award
dispute at London’s Heathrow airport will be raised
Monday’s talks at the Department of
Employment and Productivity.

BY DAVID MAUDE

Dustmen strike

over sackings

LONDON dustmen from Hackney’s Millfields Road
depot have been threatened with loss of their jobs
after striking in support of four of their number sacked

on Wednesday.

Mr Charles Hegarty,
leader of Hackney council,
said on Thursday that if
the strike continued con-
tractors would be called in
to clear the rubblish.

The men would then be
made redundant.

The 109 Millfields Road
men—some of the most mili-
tant during the recent strike
—took immediate action on
Wednesday night when alle-
gations from the manager of
a local leather firm led to the
four sackings.

Allegation

The leather firm’s manager
is claimed to have identified
four Millfields Road dustmen
who, he alleged, asked for £12
‘back perks’ at the rate of
£2 for each of the weeks they
had been out on strike.

His allegations have been
completely denied by the four
men, who are appealing
against dismissal.

One of the sacked men is
believed to have been away
il on the day the alleged
request is said to have been
made.

By our Industrial reporter

Productivity threat at airport

Stewards speak out
on Heathrow contract

offensive of the Italian working class over recent months.

U.S. officer
charged wit

Vietnam
massacre

A US army lieutenant, William Calley, has
been charged in Colombus, Georgia, with six
offences relating to the alleged massacre of
South Vietnamese citizens.

—_—

ITALIAN BANK
GOVERNOR

SLAMS WAGE
INCREASES

GUIDO CARLI, Governor of the Bank of Italy, warned on Wednesday of the damgers
of granting the wage demands of the Italian workers. He claimed that union demands
for wage increases and improvements in the social services simply could not be granted
without undermining the entire balance of the Italian economy and the value of the lire.
Carli’s statement helps to explain the stubborness of the employers in resisting the wages
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Exclusion protest

@ FROM PAGE ONE

é 1 condemn the ban by the

Communist Party on the
Workers Press reporting their
conference.

This is a further attempt by
the Communist Party to cover
up their counter-revolutionary
role in the working class.
Deep conflict is now develop-
ing in the Party over their
support for the fake-‘left’
trade union leaders.

Their lack of fight on
Measured-Day Work and pro-
ductivity deals in factories is
also causing concern amongst
their militants,

This is why they can allow
the capitalist press to cover
their conference but not the
Workers Press.

To bring out the real issues
facing the working class
would further deepen their
crisis.

It would raise the possibility

Jordan death
sentences for
guerrillas

NINE Palestinian Liberation fighters were sentenced to
death by a Jordan state security court on Wednesday
for allegedly fomenting rebellion against King Hussein’s

regime.

Eight others were sen-
tenced to 15 years hard
labour, six were jailed for
five years and four were
acquitted.

This is another treacherous
stab in the back for the
Palestinian Liberation move-
ment.

Even though huge areas of
Jordan are now under the
brutal occupation of the
Israeli Zionists, Hussein and
his feudalist supporters
direct all their fire against
those fighting for the libera-
tion of the occupied terri-
tories.

These fighters for Arab
liberation must be released at
once and allowed to return to
the struggle against im-
perialism.

Like the regime in Lebanon,
the Jordanian government
openly ranges itself on the

Devlin

® FROM PAGE ONE

signed to facilitate much
greater use of containers, bulk
carriers and ‘roll-on, roll-off’
vessels.

It is expected that Sea-
Land and ACL, two of the
biggest container consortia,
will attempt to open new
transatlantic services within
the next month.

Dockers also feel, as pre-
viously reported in the Work-
ers Press, that the completion
of such arrangements in
Liverpool could strengthen
employers’ attempts at similar
services in London.

Postal ballot papers on
Devlin Phase Two are now in
the hands of London dockers.
Employers hope the count can
begin towards the end of next
week.

In both ports, this is a
crucial and dangerous stage
for dockers.

Many portworkers feel the
last few months have seen a
wedge driven between the
two ports.

They stress the urgent need
to re-establish unity of action.

In both ports, there is a
growing feeling that mass
meetings must be fought for
to hammer out a common
policy of opposition to the
threats posed by the Devlin
scheme,

By a Middie East
correspondent

side of imperialism. .

There can be no_lasting
victories against Zionism and
its imperialist backers until
regimes such as Hussein’s are
overthrown.

of a number of their militants
moving towards Trotskyism—
the only basis for defeating
the employers, and their
agents in the labour move-
ment, and building a revolu-
tionary alternative around the
ATUA, Workers Press and
the Socialist

Labour League. ¢

Alan Wilkins,
Aircraft industry
shop steward,
Coventry.

é All this about the circula-
tion of the Workers Press

is ridiculous. If this was com~
pared with that of the “Daily
Worker” in its early years I'm
sure it’d be higher, anyway.
But the real question is
what is said in the paper—its
relevance to workers in posing
socialist answers to the trade
union and industrial problems
they face. Here you’ve got a
comparison betweert a fighting
paper and a wishy-washy
milk-and-water effort. .
As a socialist and a trade
unionist I condemn the exclu-
sion of the Workers Press
from what is supposed to be
a public conference. No prin-
cipled socialist of whatever
group can go along with this.
This exclusion flows from
the same politics which led
Communist Party members to
exclude a fellow trade union-
ist, out on strike and distri-

buting official strike leaflets,

from the Liaison Committee
for the Defence of Trade
Unions conference at the Sey-
mour Hall in February last
year. It’s the same

concept  exactly. ¢

Tom Hillier,
AEF shop steward,
CAYV, Acton.

é The refusal to grant the

Workers Press reporting
facilities at the CP Congress
whilst granting the same to
the capitalist organs is, to say

Bentley miners
fight wage-cut
threat

FROM JACK GALE

TODAY miners at Bentley
colliery, near Doncaster,
will reject —for the sixth
tim¢é — management pro-
posals to use outside
contractors to do develop-
ment work in the pit.

The Coal Board is seeking
more and more to give profit-
able work in the mining in-
dustry to private outside con-
tractors.

These firms employ men
who take over work normally
done by miners, but for much
higher pay.

Already several pits in the
Doncaster area have outside
contractors in, driving new
roads, constructing new gates,
building ventilation shafts,
etc.

The NCB claims that the
work gets done quicker with
these firms and the Bentley
management is saying that the
pit may have to close if out-
side contractors are not
allowad in.

Miners who are on develop-
ment work are saying that‘if
outside contractors come in,
they will be given the best-
paid jobs while the miners
will become  ‘dogsbodies’
pushed into what is left over.

With the introduction of
the new third day-wage struc-
ture this could mean many

men being dropped from
Grade A (89s. 2d. a shift) to
Grade B (76s. a shift).

Including bonus shift, and
the 20 per- cent on each shift,
this means a £4-a-week wage
cut.

Special meeting

The Bentley management
first proposed the introduc-
tion of outside contractors at
a special meeting of men like-
ly to be affected—develop-
ment workers, contract work-
ers and back rippers.

It was overwhelmingly re-
jected.

It was then rejected at an
ordinary Natiopal Union of
Mineworkers’ (NUM) branch
meeting and then at a mass
meeting.

Subsequently, Mr Bill
Kellher, NUM, Doncaster area
agent, appealed unsuccessfully
to the Bentley branch to
change its decision.

A branch meeting on Nov-
ember 9 rejected the propo-
sals yet again and now Mr
Kelther and NCB representa-
tives are speaking to a mass
meeting today.

Many miners are saying
that the management’s
closure threat should be met
by a determination to stop
the pit if outside contractors
are introduced.

the least, deplorable. It would
appear that comment on the
Congress is least welcome
from Marxist sources.

I think, therefore, it would
be right to conclude that the
self-criticism of which we
heard so much at the time of
Khrushchev’s exposures of
Stalin has gone by the board,
as have the rest of the tenets
on which the Party was
supposed to base
its policies. ¢

T. Clark,

formerly Southey Hall
CP branch,

Sheffield.

é I will try and find out
more about the ban on
the Workers Press, but I am
opposed to the exclusion of
the representatives of any
left-wing organs on the
grounds of political views. ¢

John Airlie, .
CP member,
AEF convenor,
UCS, Fairfields

. Division,
Scotland.

é 1 do not know the facts,
but I cannot believe that
political discrimination was
involved. All the national
dailies will want to be
at the Congress since they
hope to see a split. I can-
not believe that there is a
political discrimination
against the left.9

James Reid,

Former Scottish area
CP organizer,

now working at
Fairfields.

& These things are handled

nationally, but I cannot
believe that there would be
any political discrimination
involved in barring the
Workers Press from :
the conference. ¢

George Murray,
New Scottish area
CP organizer.

Neither the army spokes-
men who made the
announcement nor Calley’s
lawyer gave any details of
the alleged massacre.

But local press reports
speak of around 100 South
Vietnamese villagers being

§ wiped out in the incident

connected with the allega-
tions made against Lieu-
tenant Calley.

Barbarism
It remains to be seen
whether this atrocity is

whitewashed and its perpetra-
tors exonerated, as happened
in the recent case of the
acquitted ‘Green Berets’.

It is acts of barbarism such
as this which have turned
large sections of the US army,
as well as millions of
American students, youth and
workers, against the war.

Vietnam Moratorium

WITH AT

The peak of the rally will
come today when thousands
will march down Pennsyl-
vania Avenue—which leads
to the White House—to the
Washington Monument
grounds, where a giant
meeting will be held.

According to the Iatest
reports, the Defence Depart-
ment began flying troops into

Washington from surrounding
bases as the tension mounted.

Provocation
If there is any violence

during the rallies, it will
have been provoked by

Nixon’s show of force.

Full sul
Posted dalily)
10 a year
£2 10s. for three
months

rneDAILY

NOwW

OR

| would like to subscribe to Workers’ Press for

..........................................................

......................................................

.................................

Post to: Circulation Organizer, Workers' Press, 188a
Clapham High Street, London, 8W4.

...................................

(For any two days
you select)

£4 a year

£1 for three months

(Tel: 01-720-2000)

least 250,000 anti-war
expected in the US capital this weekend, 40,000 federal
troops and police were alerted in the Washington area.

40,000 troops
and police in
Washington

By a foreign correspondent

demonstrators

Silent
candle-lit
march

AMERICA’S week-end
demonstrations against the
Vietnam war began on Frida;
night with a silent marc
through Washington.

Each of the 40,000
marchers carried a lighted
candle symbolising the US
troops killed in the war and
the Vietnamese villages and
communities destroyed by
imperialist aggression.

Breziney
and Podgorny
to visit Sudan

IT WAS announced in
Moscow on Thursday that
the Soviet government has
accepted a Sudanese gov-
ernment  offer to send a
delegation to their country.

Communist Party secretary
Leonid Brezhnev and Presi-
dent Nikolai Podgorny will be
among those Soviet leaders
making the trip.

The visit could well be re-
lated to internal developments
in the Sudan, where the
Communist Party, at present
represented in the cabinet, is
coming under attack from
army and religious leaders.

READY FOR
TALKS

WILLI STOPH, East German
Prime Minister, said in
Rostock on Wesdnesday that
nothing less than normal re-
lations under international
law would satisfy his govern-
ment.

Even so, he went on, the
East German government was
ready to begin talks with Bonn
on the establishment of rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries,

Stoph’s speech comes after
several offers by the West
German  Chancellor Willy
Brandt of ‘normalization’ of
relations between the two
German states.
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