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Pensions
fiypocrisy

THERE IS no-one that can
match the depths to which
the British trade union and
Labour leaders will sink.

They are past masters at
waving a little red flag from
a position of abject pro-
stration before the class
enemy.

Nowhere was this more
sharply highlighted than in
1964, when the newly-
elected Labour government
bowed to the wishes of
‘the international bankers
and abandoned millions of
old age pensioners to face
the winter without their
promised increase.

Thousands of older workers,
thrown -on the employers’
scrap heap as useless, died
of cold because they could
not afford adequate clothing,
food and fuel.

Wilson’s tame ‘lefts’ remained
silent and only the Young
Socialists and Socialist
Labour League launched a
pation-wide campaign inside
the trade unions for an
immediate pensions increase
backdated to November
1964.

Now, as the trade union and
Labour leaders run for cover
before the Tories’ anti-union
offensive, their so-called
campaign for higher pen-
sions this winter will strike
every class-conscious worker
as the height of opportunist
hypocrisy.

Saturday’s Labour Party pen-
sinns rally dragged this vital
issue facing the working
class through a two-hour
morass of tear-jerking sen-
timentality and chauvinism,
so as effectively to separate
it from the struggle of the
trade unions to defeat the
Industrial Relations Bill and
force the Tories to resign.

Facing a huge banner pro-
claiming ‘We fight on their
side’, a capacity audience
at London'’s Royal Albert
Hall was treated to an
organ recital, a pop song
rendered by an OAP choir
and accompanied by a
group, and a platform of
assorted stars of stage,
screen and Westminster.

Transport and General Work-
ers’ secretary Jack Jones
said that the campaign
‘must shake the confidence
of the hard-faced men in
Downing St’.

Trade unionists should link
up with pensioners’ asso-
ciations to ‘help them to
know their rights’.

How will the Tories be
persuaded?

‘Write to the Prime Minister
demanding a substantial in-
crease’, advised Jones, ‘He
takes notice of letters.

Or as the Post Office used
to advertise: Somebody

somewhere is waiting for
a letter from you!
Nothing could instil more

confidence among the Tories
than this nauseating admis-
sion. of bankruptcy from the
secretary of Britain’s most
powerful union.

Except perhaps the statements
of Trades Union Congress
secretary Vic Feather.

Hot from his efforts to end
the powermen's action, the
TUC chief diverged from
his set text to state: ‘If
pensioners would come out
on strike for better pen-
sions, I would bloody well
lead you!

This is indeed the height of
humbuggery! Feather offers
to lead a strike of workers,
who are now too old after

a lifetime of work and
struggle, and yet, during
their working lives, he

would have been the first
to oppose such action on

their part.
For the vast majority of
pensioners, even Feather

cannot arrange a return-to-
work!

Nothing could be more un-
principled in the face of
Feather's total opposition to
any working-class action to
bring down this reactionary
government.

The fight for adequate pen-
sions is part and parcel of
this struggle to smash the
capitalist system of exploit-
ation once and for all,

The Tories mean to trample
the old age pensioners
underfoot in their efforts to
defeat the entire working
class.

It is in this context that the
All Trades Unions Alliance
takes up the struggle for
older workers—as part of
the struggle for basic rights
and alternative revolution-
ary leadership in the trade
unions.

This is the only way to cleanse
the labour movement of the
cloying stench of oppor-
tunism and prepare for
power.
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Negotiators barter with power court of inquiry

dispute.

‘exchange’ plan was

given wide publicity in

the morning’s press.
The  Electricity Council

agreed to Chapple’'s ‘Court’
offer after talks with union

negotiators late  yesterday
afterncon. Both sides went to
see Employment Secretary

Robert - Carr for discussions
on the terms of reference.

The unions appear to be
insisting on no minimum wage
increase as a basis for settle-
ment, though Chapple has
already indicated that he
would be prepared to accept
for his members an extra 10s
on the Electricity Council’s
£2 offer—in other words, take
10s less than had already been
rejected by Ulster power
stewards after almost a week
under a state of emergency.

Speaking for the trade union
side of the industry’s joint
industrial council, which met
yesterday, Chapple said that
the unions were taking this
step to ‘reassure the public’.

He said that they were pre-
pared to call off the dispute if
a Court of Inquiry open to the
public was established with an
agreed constitution and terms
of reference.

Power back

If the council conceded to
this request, electricity would
‘return to its pre-dispute sit-
uatien forthwith’, he said.

After their decision, the
trade union side met council
members to put this proposi-
tion to them,

In opting for a Court of
Inquiry, the union leaders are
virtually placing their members
entirely in the hands of the
Tory government — since all
precedent indicates that it
will be the government who
appoints its chairman.

He in turn will report back
to parliament on the inquiry’s
findings.

The court will not be able
to award a pay increase, but
merely recommend. terms for
settlement.

Chemicals
make vast
N Vietnam

wastelands

US CHEMICAL warfare has
killed hundreds of Vietnamese
and turned vast areas into
potential  wastelands, the
N Vietnamese news agency
claimed yesterday.

The area sprayed by toxic
chemicals has increased from
1,400 acres in 1961 to
2,500,000 acres last year.

1,300,000 people have beén
affected by US chemical war-
fare in various ways, from
destroyed crops to death by

poisoning.

This fast-moving barter came on the first
day of the government’s national emergency.

Heading negotiations for the union side was
electricians’ union leader Frank Chapple, whose

Union chief
Frank
Chapple

Holding who |

to ransom?

BANNING overtime and
working to rule—that means
working to the Central Elec-
tricity Generating Board’s
rules, remember—is your
only legal sanction against
your employer if you work
in a power station,

If anyone has been ‘held
to ransom’ in the electricity-
supply dispute, it is the
power men themselves. Leg-
islation dating from 1875
and 1919 makes it a criminal
offence for them to strike
against the Electricity Coun~
cil’'s insulting 35s to £2
offer.

No one can claim their
demands not to be entirely
justified.

Since 1964, the industry’s
overall wage bill has not
risen, despite increases of
38 per cent in the number
of power units sold.

There has been an overall
increase in productivity of
18.2 per cent.

Yet the total number of
manual workers has fallen
over same period by at
least 12 per cent.

Productivity-dealing union
leaders sold 25,000 of these
jobs for very meagre pay-
increases indeed over the
last three years.

If any criticism' can be
levelled at the £5 16 claim,
it is that it was far too
modest to start with!

Nixon’s losing

battle against
inflation

THE THREAT of a full-scale recession in the

United States is now

very real, as President

Nixon tries desperately and without success to

cut unemployment and

Unemployment now stands
at 5.8 per cent, with more
than 4.6 million workers out
of a job.

But efforts to create new
jobs by lowering interest
rates and making money more
freely available appear to be
having no effect on the rising
jobless curve.

Meanwhile inflation con-
tinues unabated, with prices

revive the stock market.

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

galloping upwards and workers
winning big wage increases in
a fight against the rising cost
of living.

Current price rises average
6 per cent per annum, and
wage settlements like the
General Motors agreement are
running at 30 per cent over

Four hundred demonstrators, chanting ‘Franco murderer’, marched from Trafalgar Square to
the Spanish Embassy yeslerday to demand the release of the Burgos 16.

Two face death sentence

Defend Burgos 16!

DEATH sentences await
at least two of the 16
defendants at the Burgos
trial of Basque national-
ists, according to latest
Teports from Madrid.

The France regime has
decided to execute Xavier
Izko and Maric Onaindia.
The prosecution has . de-
manded death sentences for
them and four of the other
accused.

While the military judges
‘conferred’ behind locked
doors in the Burgos court-
house this weekend the real
decisions were being taken

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

by Franco and his cabinet
in Madrid.

They have already been
forced to hesitate by the
scale of resistance in Spain
and abroad.

Many workers in the
Basque country plan to con-
tinue last week’s strikes this
morning.

In San Sebastian police
stepped in on Saturday to
arrest all 40 employees of a
branch of the Biscay Bank
who launched a strike.

They were protesting
against the police murder of
the 2l-year old worker

Robert Jauregui, from near-
by Eibar, shot during a
demonstration in support of
the Burgos 16 last week.

Demonstrations against the
trial have been held in
towns throughout France.

From Mougins, on the
south coast, 89-year old
Spanish-born  artist Pablo
Picasso sent a message to
the organizers of a solid-
arity demonstration at near-
by Valauris backing all
action in support of the
prisoners at Burgos.

/ Only the strength of the
working - class movement .
now stands between the
prisoners at Burgos and
Franco's firing squads.

'~three years.

Lost confidence

The employers have lost
confidence in the economy, a
loss revealed very clearly
when the recent easing of
credit served only to provoke
a massive outflow of funds to
W Germany.

The President and his
advisers appear to have no
solution to the crisis, and are
turning more and more to
brutal attacks on workers’
rights through ‘law-and-order’
policies.

His use of the courts against
the striking railway workers
is an indication of the class
tension as a strong and con-
fident working class continues
to press for higher pay.

Nixon wants, as he put it
recently, ‘to boom our eco-
nomy up to its full potential
for growth and employment,
while continuing to reduce in-
flation’.

Election

He has his eye on the 1972
Presidential election, where
defeat is almost certain unless
he can reverse the economic
tide. :

The aircraft industry ex-
presses as well as any other
the crisis now racking US

capitalism.
The Senate this week con-
siders a compromise plan

which provides finance at a
reduced level for the planned
supersonic  transport plane
(SST).

The major recipient under
the scheme, if it goes through,
will be the Boeing company,
which has seen aircraft sales
fall from a 1968 peak of £7,250
million to £5,8300 million this
year.

The company anticipates a
® PAGE FOUR COL. 9

Leaders capitulate

onwork
to rule

POWER WORKERS’ leaders yesterday
capitulated and unanimously decided to
call off the industry’s work-to-rule in
exchange for a Court of Inquiry into their

Union law
behind
power
witch-hunt

BY A POLITICAL
CORRESPONDENT

ELECTRICITY - SUPPLY
workers have over the last
few days been made vic-
tims of a ruthless campaign
by government, press and
television.

While the main aim of this
campaign has been to defeat
the power men’s legitimate
demand for a £5 16s wage
increase, it has another func-
tion in the Tory strategy.

This is to divide the
working-class movement on
the eve of anti-union legisla-
tion being enacted, and to
whip up an ultra-right move-
ment against the working
class with which to bludgeon
trade unionists in the coming
struggles.

While arming itself with
emergency powers, the capital-
ist class openly encouraged
provocations and even violence
against electrical-supply work-
ers by nght-w:ng, middle-class
forges. "

Tory answer

The mass media presented
every threat snarled by these
anti-working class goons as
an expression of the spon-
taneous —and, of course,
righteous—indignation of ‘the
public’.

This is the Tory answer
to the December 8 strike

against the Industrial Re-

lations Bill.

Encouraged both by the
criminal inaction of the trade
union and Labour leaders on
this proposed law and by their
shameful failure even verbally
to support the power workers,
the Tories scented victory
over an important section of
the working class.

The power men’s fight is
the same as that facing every
section of workers.

Rocketing prices, rents and
fares force all workers to fight
for substantial increases even
to keep pace with the cost of
living,.

This is the front line of
the fight against the Tory
government, which wants to
stop all wage increases.

Yesterday's news indicates
that the first part of this
plan may have succeeded.

Every worker must under-
stand: if they defeat the
power workers, they will
come for YOU the day
after!

All the stories about the
plight of old people, the sick
in hospitals and children ex-
posed to danger are a hypo-
critical and brutally cynical
sham.

L]

Actual policy

The same Tories who scour
the country for these stories
have stopped school milk and
meals, refused decent pensions,
increased unemployment and
poverty, reduced hospital
building and cut the health
service,

And they want to defeat the
power workers in order to be
free to do more  of these
things.

Saturday’s letters in
Times’ indicate the mood that
is being cultivated for even
more stringent laws.

No. doubt inspired by
‘Labour leader’ Lord George-
Brown’s earlier letter attacking
the strikers, one correspondent
says:

‘Need ‘“industrial action”
nowadays all be one-sided and
have employers forgotten their
once-dreaded threat of the
lock-out?’

And another:

‘The Minister of Power has
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control over editorial policy.

No Italian newspapers

NEWSPAPERS were not published in Italy yesterday. Journa-
lists staged a 24-hour national strike on Sanmlay in support
of their claim for a 20 per cent wage increase and more

THERE is. nothing like a gbod dose of class
struggle to expose the lies, myths and hypocrisy
which make up the so-called freedom of the press

in this country.

The main purpose of the
capitalist news media — in
which the press plays a pre-
dominant part— has always
been to sustain the so-called
sanctity, inviolability, immut-
ability and permanence of the
capitalist system and the ‘right’
of the capitalist class to
exploit and oppress the work-
ing class at home and the
colonial peoples abroad.

As the credibility of the
Church continues to sink,
particularly among workers,
the press has acquired a
position not unlike that of the
Anglican Church in the 17th
century as the central pillar
of the spiritual domination of
the ruling class in those days.

The purpose of the press

was succinctly expressed by
one of its Popes—Mr Cecil
King—not so long ago when
he said he was all in favour
of power, so long as it was
he who controlled it!

CHALLENGED

This monopoly power—-the
‘freedom of the press’—to
glorify capitalist oppression
and slander the working class
in an uncontrolled way was
rudely and suddenly chal-
lenged by the print workers
of the ‘Evening Standard’ when
they held up publication of a
provocatively reactionary Jak
cartoon on the power workers.

Previous to this the National
Union of Journalists’ chapels
in Fleet St held up several
editions of certain dailies in
their campaign for increased
salaries.

This affront to the pater-
nalism of the feudal barons
and Fleet St Popes elicited
the following revealing out-
burst from the ‘Observer’s’
managing editor Mr K. Obank:

‘We now have journalists
who see nothing wrong in
stopping the presses to force
a pay claim, to suppress a
non-union voice . . . It is a
sad day for all of us when
the very people who claim
these ancient rights, who carry
this torch, feel free to quench
it at the flick of a chapel
guorum.’

Oh yes, very sad indeed,
Mr Obank!

So long as the newspaper

BY MICHAEL BANDA

proprietors were a virtual law
unto themselves and treated
their workers as they pleased
there was no cause for alarm;

then there was ‘freedom of
the press’ indeed.
SLANDERED

When the late Vicky left
the ‘News Chronicle’ because
of the censorship exercised on

his cartoons on Kenyan
atrocities by the business in-
terests, Fleet St hardly
whimpered.

But when Jak’s cartoon
came under the critical

scrutiny of print workers out-
raged by the most scurrilous
press  campaign  launched
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£1,250 Dec.
Appeal Fund

- Feaches
£298 9s 4

THERE ARE 18 days to raise
the final £951 10s 8d towards
the total so let’s push ahead
with the campaign for the
fund.

The Tory press and TV are
trying to whip it up against
the electricity supply workers.
The Workers Press will answer
and fight back against their
lies and distortions. We will
do everything in our power
to defeat this Tory govern-
ment.

Help us by raising as much
as you can before the Xmas
period. Post all your donations
to:

Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4

LT

‘The -

All Trades
Unions Allian
Second Annual
Conference

THE CHARTER OF
BASIC RIGHTS

The right to a job, to strike and
organize, to retain gains made,
to fair prices, to welfare benefiis

and to decent housing.

Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
: force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM
Sat. December 19
Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth 10.30. am

For delegates’ or visitors' credentials send 5s
to Alan Wilkins, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styvechale, Coventry.
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Pensions
VpOCrisy

THERE IS no-one that can
match the depths to which
the British trade union and
Labour leaders will sink.

They are past masters at
waving a little red flag from

a position of abject pro-

stration before the class
enemy.

Nowhere was this more:
sharply highlighted than in
1964, when the newly-

elected Labour government
_bowed to the wishes of
the international bankers
and abandoned millions of
old age pensioners to face
the winter without their
promised increase. :

Thousands of older workers,
thrown on the employers’
scrap heap as useless, died
of cold because they could
not afford adequate clothing,
food and fuel.

Wilson’s tame ‘lefts’ remained
silent and only the Young
Socialists and  Socialist
Labour League launched a
nation-wide campaign inside
the trade unions for an
immediate pensions increase
backdated to November
1964. .

Now, as the trade union and
Labour leaders run for cover
before the Tories’ anti-union
offensive, their so-called
campaign for higher pen-
sions this winter will strike
every class-conscious worker
as the height of opportunist
hypocrisy.

Saturday’s Labour Party pen-
sinns rally dragged this vital
issue facing the working

ass through a two-hour
morass of tear-jerking sen-
timentality and chauvinism,
so as effectively to separate
it from-the struggle-of “the
trade unions to defeat the
Industrial Relations Bill and
force the Tories to resign.

Facing a huge banner pro-
claiming ‘We fight on their
side’, a capacity audience
at London’s Royal Albert
Hall was treated to an
organ recital, a pop song
rendered by an OAP choir
and accompanied by a
group, and a platform of
assorted stars of stage,
screen and Westminster,

Transport and General Work-
ers’ secretary Jack Jones
said that the campaign
‘must shake the confidence
of the hard-faced men in
Downing St’.

Trade unionists should link
up with pensioners’ asso-
ciations to ‘help them to
know their rights’.

How will the Tories be
persuaded?

‘Write to the Prime Minister
demanding a substantial in-
crease’, advised Jones, ‘He
takes notice of letters.’

Or as the Post Office used
to advertise:  Somebody
somewhere is waiting for
a letter from youl

Nothing could instii more
confidence among the Tories
than this nauseating admis-
sion. of bankruptcy from the
secretary of Britain’s most
powerful union.

Except perhaps the statements
of Trades Union Congress
secretary Vic Feather.

Hot from his efforts to end
the powermen’s action, the
TUC chief diverged from
his set text to state: °‘If
pensioners would come out
on strike for better pen-
sions, I would bloody well
lead you!l’

This is indeed ' the height of
humbuggery! Feather offers
to lead a strike of workers,
who are now too old after

.a lifetime of work and
struggle, and yet, during
their working lives, he
would have been the first
to oppose such action on

their part. .
For the vast majority of
pensioners, even Feather

cannot arrange a return-to-
work!

Nothing could be more un-
principled in the face of
Feather’s total opposition to
any working-class action to
bring down this reactionary
government.

The fight for adequate pen-
sions is part and parcel of
this struggle to smash the
capitalist system of exploit-
ation once and for all,

The Tories mean to trample
the old age pensioners
underfoot in their efforts to
defeat the entire working
class.

It is in this context that the
All Trades Unions Alliance
takes up the struggle for
older workers—as part of
the struggle for basic rights
and alternative revolution-
ary leadership in the trade
unions.

This is the only way to cleanse
the labour movement of the
cloying stench of oppor-
tunism and prepare for
power.
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dispute.

‘exchange’ plan . was

the morning’s press.

The  Electricity Council
agreed to Chapple’s ‘Court’
offer after talks with union

negotiators  late  yesterday
afternoon. Both sides went to
see Employment Secretary

Robert » Carr for discussions
on the terms of reference.

The unions appear to be
insisting on no minimum wage
increase as a basis for settle-
ment, though Chapple has
already indicated that he
would be prepared to accept
for his members an extra 10s
on the Electricity Council’s
£2 offer—in other words, take
10s les$ than had already been
rejected by Ulster power
stewards after almost a week
under a state of emergency.

Speaking for the trade union
side of the industry’s joint
industrial council, which met
yesterday, Chapple said that
the unions were taking this
step to ‘reassure the public’.

He said that they were pre-
pared to call off the dispute if
a Court of Inquiry open to the
public was established with an
agreed constitution and terms
of reference.

Power back

If the council conceded to
this request, electricity would
‘return to its pre-dispute sit-
uatien forthwith’, he said.

After their decision, the
trade union side met council
members to put this proposi-
tion to them.

Inquiry, the union leaders are
virtually placing their members
entirely in the hands of the
Tory government — since all
precedent indicates that it
will be the government who
appoints its chairman.

He in turn will report back
to parliament on the inquiry’s
findings. ‘

The court will not be able
to award a pay increase, but
merely recommend. terms for
settlement.

Chemicals
make vast
N Vietnam

wastelands

US CHEMICAL warfare has
killed hundreds of Vietnamese
and turned vast areas into
potential  wastelands, the
N Vietnamese news agency
claimed yesterday.

The area sprayed by toxic
chemicals has increased from
1,400 acres in 1961 to
2,500,000 acres last year.

1,300,000 people have beén
affected by US chemical war-
fare in various ways, from
destroyed crops to death' by
poisoning.

This fast-moving barter came on the first
day of the government’s national emergency.

Heading negotiations for the union side was
electricians’ union leader Frank Chapple, whose

Union chlef

Negotiators barter with power court of inquiry

Leaders capitulate
onwork
o rule

POWER WORKERS’ leaders yesterday

capitulated and unanimously decided to
call off the industry’s work-to-rule in
exchange for a Court of Inquiry into their

Union law
behind
power
witch-hunt

BY A POLITICAL
CORRESPONDENT

ELECTRICITY - SUPPLY
workers have over the last
few days been made vic-
tims of a ruthless campaign
by government, press and
television.

While the main aim of this
campaign has been to defeat
the power men’s legitimate
demand for a £5 16s wage
increase, it has another func-
tion in the Tory strategy.

This is to divide the
working-class movement on
the eve of anti-union legisla-
tion being enacted, and to
whip up an ultra-right move-
ment against the working
class with which to bludgeon
trade unionists in the coming
struggles. :

While arming itself with
emergency powers, the capital-
ist class openly encouraged
provocations and even violence

given wide publicity in |
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to ransom?

BANNING overtime and
working to rule—that means
working to the Central Elec-
tricity Generating Board’s
rules, remember—is your
only legal sanction against
your employer if you work
in a power station.

If anyone has been ‘held
to ransom’ in the electricity-
supply dispute, it is the
power men themselves. Leg-
islation dating from 1875
and 1919 makes it a criminal
offence for them to strike
against the Electricity Coun-
cil’s insulting 35s to £2
offer.

No one can claim their
demands not to be entirely
justified.

Since 1964, the industry’s
overall wage bill has not
risen, despite increases of
38 per cent in the number
of power units sold.

There has been an overall
increase in productivity of
18.2 per cent.

Yet the total number of
manual workers has fallen
over same period by at
least 12 per cent.

Productivity-dealing union
leaders sold 25,000 of these
jobs for very meagre pay-
increases indeed over the
last three years.

If any criticism' can be
levelled at the £5 16 claim,
it is that it was far too
modest to start with!

“
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battle against
inflation

THE THREAT of a full-scale recession in the

United States is now

very real, as President

Nixon tries desperately and without success to
cut unemployment and revive the stock market.

Unemployment now stands
at 5.8 per cent, with more
than 4.6 million workers out
of a job.

But efforts to create new
jobs by lowering interest
rates and making money more
freely available appear to be
having no effect on the rising
jobless curve.

Meanwhile inflation con-
tinues unabated, with prices

In opting for a Court of | i

Four hundred demonstrators, chanting ‘Franco murderer’, marched from Trafalgar Square to
the Spanish Embassy yesterday to demand the release of the Burgos 16.

Two face death sentence

Defend Burgos 16!

DEATH sentences await
at least two of the 16
defendants at the Burgos
trial of Basque national-
ists, according to latest
reports from Madrid.

The France regime has
decided to execute Xavier
Izko and Mario Onaindia.
The prosecution has . de-
manded death sentences for
them and four of the other
accused.

While the military judges
‘conferred’ behind locked
doors in the Burgos court-
house this weekend the real
decisions were being taken

B8Y A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

by Franco and his cabinet
in Madrid.

They have already been
forced to hesitate by the
scale of resistance in Spain
and abroad.

Many workers in the
Basque country plan to con-
tinue last week’s strikes this
morning.

In San Sebastian police
stepped in on Saturday to
arrest all 40 employees of a
branch of the Biscay Bank
who Jlaunched a strike.

- They were protesting
against the police murder of
the 2l.year old worker

{

Robert Jauregui, from near-
by Eibar, shot during a
demonstration in support of
the Burgos 16 last week.

Demonstrations against the
trial have been held in
towns throughout France.

From Mougins, on the
south coast, 89-year old
Spanish-born artist Pablo
Picasso sent a message to
the organizers of a solid-
arity demonstration at near-
by Valauris backing all
action in support of the
prisoners at Burgos.

/ Only the strength of the
working - class  movement .
now stands between the
prisoners at Burgoés and
Franco’s firing squads.

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

galloping upwards and workers
winning big wage increases in
a fight against the rising cost
of living. .
Current price rises average
6 per cent per annum, and
wage settlements like the
General Motors agreement are
running at 30 per cent over

“'~three years.

Lost confidence

The employers have lost
confidence in the economy, a
loss revealed very clearly
when the recent easing of
credit served only to provoke
a massive outflow of funds to
W Germany.

The President and his
advisers appear to have no
solution to the crisis, and are
turning more and more to
brutal attacks on workers’
rights through ‘law-and-order’
- policies. .

His use of the courts against
the striking railway workers
is an indication of the class
tension as a strong and con-
fident working class continues
to press for higher pay.

Nixon wants, as he put it
recently, ‘to boom our eco-
nomy up to its full potential
for growth and employment,

‘| while continuing to reduce in-

flation’.

Election

He has his eye on the 1972
Presidential election, where
defeat is almost certain unless
he can reverse the economic
tide. .

The aircraft industry ex-
presses as well as any other
the crisis now racking US

capitalism.
The Senate this week con-
siders a compromise plan

which provides finance at a
reduced level for the planned
supersonic  transport plane

The major recipient under
the scheme, if it goes through,
will be the Boeing company,
which has seen aircraft sales
fall from a 1968 peak of £7,250
million to £5,800 million this
year.

The company anticipates a
@ PAGE FOUR COL. 9

against electrical-supply work-
ers by right-wing, middle-class
dorges: L e

Tory answer
The mass media presented
every threat snarled by these
anti-working class goons as
an expression of the spon-
taneous —and, of course,
righteous—indignation of ‘the
public’.
This is the Tory answer
to the December 8 strike

lations Bill.

Encouraged both by the
criminal inaction of the trade
union and Labour leaders on
this proposed law and by their
shameful failure even verbally
to support the power workers,
the Tories scented victory
over an important section of
the working class.

The power men’s fight is
the same as that facing every
section of workers.

Rocketing prices, rents and
fares force all workers to fight
for substantial increases even
to keep pace with the cost of
living.

This is the front line of
the fight against the Tory
government, which wants to
stop all wage increases.

Yesterday’s news indicates
that the first part of this
plan may have succeeded.

Every worker must under-
stand: if they defeat the
power workers, they will
come for YOU the day
after!

All the stories about the
plight of old people, the sick
in hospitals and children ex-
posed to danger are a hypo-
critical and brutally cynical
sham. '

L ]

Actual policy

The same Tories who scour
the country for these stories
have stopped school milk and
meals, refused decent pensions,
increased unemployment and
poverty, reduced hospital
building and cut the health
service,

And they want to defeat the
power workers in order to be
free to do more’ of these
things.

Saturday’s letters in ‘The
Times’ indicate the mood that
is being cultivated for even
more stringent laws,

No doubt inspired by
‘Labour leader’ Lord George-
Brown’s earlier letter attacking
the strikers, one correspondent
says:

‘Need “industrial action”
nowadays all be one-sided and
have employers forgotten their
once-dreaded threat of the
lock-out?’

And another:

‘The Minister of Power has

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 9

—No Italian

of their claim for a 20 per
control over editorial policy.

newspapers

NEWSPAPERS were not published in Italy yesterday. Journa-
lists staged a 24-hour national strike on Saturday in support

cent wage increase and more

against the Industrial Re-

_fight against the -
To.’ y go_vel‘nment

in this country.

The main purpose of the
capitalist news media —.in
which the press plays a pre-
dominant part — has always
been to sustain the so-called
sanctity, inviolability, immut-
ability and permanence of the
capitalist system and the ‘right’
of the .capitalist class to
exploit and oppress the work-
ing class at home and the
colonial peoples abroad.

As the credibility of the
Church continues to sink,
particularly among workers,
the press has acquired a
position not unlike that of the
Anglican Church in the 17th
century as the central pillar
of the spiritual domination of
the ruling class in those days.

The purpose of the press
was succinctly expressed by
one of its Popes—Mr Cecil
King—not so long ago when
he said he was all in favour
of power, so long as it was
he who controlled it!

This monopoly power—-the
‘freedom of the press’—to
glorify capitalist oppression
and slander the working class
in an uncontrolled way was
rudely and suddenly chal-
lenged by the print workers
of the ‘Evening Standard’ when
they held up publication of a
provocatively reactionary Jak
cartoon on the power workers.

Previous to this the National
Union of Journalists’ chapels
in Fleet St held up several
editions of certain dailies in
their campaign for increased
salaries.

This affront to the pater-
nalism of the feudal barons
and Fleet St Popes elicited
the following revealing out-
burst from the ‘Observer’s’
managing editor Mr K. Obank:

‘We now have journalists
who see nothing wrong in
stopping the presses to force
a pay claim, to suppress a
non-union voice . It is a
sad day for all of us when
the very people who claim
these ancient rights, who carry
this torch, feel free to quench
it at the flick of a chapel
quorum.’

Oh yes, very sad indeed,
Mr Obank!

So long as the newspaper

‘ :
. '

THERE is, nothing like a good dose of class
struggle to expose the lies, myths and hypocrisy
which make up the so-called freedom of the press

BY MICHAEL BANDA

proprietors were a virtual law
unto themselves and treated
their workers as they pleased
there was no cause for alarm;
then there was ‘freedom of
the press’ indeed.

SLANDERED

When the late Vicky left
the ‘News Chronicle’ because
of the censorship exercised on
his cartoons on Kenyan
atrocities by the business in-

terests, Fleet St hardly
whimpered. .

But when Jak’s cartoon
came under the critical

scrutiny of print workers out-
raged by the most scurrilous
press. campaign launched
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CHALLENGED -

) SRR

£1250 Dec.
Appeal Fund
- reaches

£298 9s

THERE ARE 18 days to raise
the final £951 10s 8d towards
the total so let’s push ahead
fwitl‘; the campaign for the
und.

The Tory press and TV are
trying to whip it up against
the electricity supply workers.
The Workers Press will answer
and fight back against their
lies and distortions. We will
do everything in our power
to defeat this Tory govern-
ment.,

Help us by raising as much
as you can before the Xmas
period. Post all your donations
to: .
Workers Press Appeal Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,

London, SW4

TG

All Trades
Unions Allia
F Second Annual -
Conference

THE CHARTER OF
BASIC RIGHTS

The right to a job, to strike and
organize, to retain gains made,
to fair prices, to welfare benefits

and to decent housing.

Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
: force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM

Sat. December 19
Digbeth Civic Hall,

Digbeth 10.30. am

For delegates’ or visitors’ credentials send 5s
to Alan Wilkins, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styvechale, Coventry.
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NOT YET having had a chance to read either of
the Books reviewed in Workers Press of December 4
under the heading ‘How British trade unions de-
veloped’, I cannot say whether your reviewers fairly
present the contents of the books under review.

But both reviews contain
some factual inaccuracies and
rather dubious
tions, which ought to be
corrected if your readers are
to develop, as seems to be

interpreta-

intended, an undersanding of
the history of the British
labour movement as part of
the preparation for the cur-
rent struggle to defend trade
union rights.

It is necessary, as Karen Blick
points out, to destroy the Fabian
myth that trade unions obtained
their legal status by purely par-
liamentary tactics and in a grad-
ual evolutionary fashion.

But the alternative account
which she puts forward is un-
historical, inconsistent, and in
addition actually bolsters the
Fabian myth, particularly in re-
spect of the class-collaborationist
tendencies of the ‘labour aristoc-
racy’ and the ‘encouragement’ of
trade unionism by the industrial
capitalist class through the
Liberal Party.

The term ‘New Model Unions’,
first made into a general descrip-
tion of the national societies of
skilled workers by the Webbs,
réfers to the modelling of their
rules and organization on the
constitution of the Amalgamated
Society of Engineers, founded in
1851 by an, amalgamation of
various  semi - localized craft
unions.

Resisted

. It was not a term used by
employers, and never signified
that such unions were of a
desirable model ‘from the stand-
point of the employer’.

The fight which the ASE had
to wage on its formation against
the onslaught of the employers
will be well known to engineer-
ing and other workers.

For decades the vast majority
of employers resisted any con-
cession to collective bargaining
or recognition of workers’ repre-
sentatives in negotiation, and
throughout the 19th century the
unions of skilled workers met
with sharp opposition to most of
their demands.

These unions were often con-
servative in their tactics; attempt-
ing to limit strike action to dis-
putes they could reasonably
expect . to win, employing the
selective rather than the general
,strike, preferring negotiation, and
in some cases adopting arbitra-
tion, to obtain their objectives
wherever possible; their argument
being that indiscriminate strike
action would have entirely de-
stroyed their organizations.

But they never abandoned the
strike weapon or forswore mili-
tant defence of their ‘restrictive
trade practices’.

They compromised time and
again, but they did not surrender
to the terms which the bour-
geoisie wished to impose on
them. To suggest otherwise is
not only to do an injustice to
our forefathers, but also to mis-
understand the contradictions in
the behaviour of the British
working class and its potentiali-
ties for struggle in the current
situation.

Image

The engineers, carpénters,
bricklayers, stonemasons, etc., all
unions of the ‘labour aristocracy’,
were very far from functioning
‘Eurely as friendly societies’, as
the employers well knéw.

It is a mistake to take at face
value the evidence of the union
leaders..before the Royal Com-
mission on Trade Unions of 1867-
1869, where, in order to counter
the attacks of the ruling class,
they attempted to create for
themselves a ‘respectable image’.

This typically bureaucratic tac-
tic was mistaken, but it did not
signify a renunciation of the class
struggle, nor did it fool their
opponents.

It was the employers and
opponents of unions who wanted
to restrict them to purely friendly
society functions, and this
attempted  emasculation was
strongly resisted by the unionists.

When it was suggésted to
William Allan (not ‘Allen’), the
engineers’ secretary, that his
union had become ‘an insurance
society and much léss of a trade
union in the ordinary sense of
the term’, he rejected the propo-
sition with the reply:

‘It is as much of a trade
N R
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Reader GRAHAME HIGGINSON writes
about two book reviews which appeared in

Workers Press on Friday, December 4.

Craft trade

. unionlists
‘marching
‘through
Manchester in
1874

society now as it ever was. We
have only added what I might call
the benefit portion.’

Even while striving to show
how useful their ‘friendly béne-
fits’ were in relieving the burden
on the poor-rates, the union
leaders did not accept the social
and economic principles of the
ruling class.

Under pressure to admit the
‘common interest’ of employer
and employed, Allan defiantly
declared :

‘There I differ. Every day of
the week I hear that the inter-
ests are identical. I scarcely see
how that can be, while we are
in a state of society which recog-
nizes the principle of buying in
the cheapest and selling in the
dearest market.

‘It is their interest to get the
labour done at as low a rate as
they possibly can, and it is ours
to get as high a rate of wages as
possible, and you never can
reconcile those two things.’

Outspoken

Other unionist witnesses be-
fore the Commission were even
more outspoken. To say that
Allan’s evidence ‘stressed the
near impossibility of his members
resorting to strike action within
the framework of the union
rules’ is a distortion: résistance
to encroachments on established
rights or wages had automatic
backing, but major claims for
wage increases which might lead
to prolonged strike action had
to be sanctioned by a democratic
vote of the membeérship whose
contributions would be used to
finance the struggle.

Perhaps Lloyd Evans’ book,
like many others, only selects
those passages which show the
union leaders in their most con-
ciliatory pose. This is all part of
the furtherance of the Fabian
myth, and it should be balanced
by the other evidence, including
that of the employers as to the
actual practical operation of
union policies.

There was nothing like uni-
form acceptance, let alone en-
M NS DR -
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couragement, of unionism, even
in its most conciliatory form,
within the ranks of the Liberal
Party.

Karen Blick ignores these
divisions and presents a com-
pletely inaccurate picture of the
achievement of legal rights by the
unions. The Bill proposed by the
Liberal govérnment in 1871 was
split into two under pressure
from the unions and some of
their middle-class parliamentary
friends (who were not numerous).

The Trade Union Act was al-
most entirely satisfactory in con-
ceding legal rights and in some
respects a privileged status to the
unions: the penal provisions were
not part of this Act, but were
contained in the Criminal Law
Amendment Act, which #as made
more stringent in the Conserva-
tive-dominated House of Lords
and carried in the Commons,
against the government, by a
combination of Tories and Liberal
manufacturers and doctrinaire
adherents of political economy.

Peaceful picketing had specific-
ally been legalized as early as
1859, and, though the 1871 legis-
lation repealed this provision, it
was the declared intention of the
government to maintain this
right. (Whether the declaration
was ‘sincere’ is another matter.)

‘Coercion’

But the judges, contrary to
the sense of the Act, interpreted
the provisions against ‘coercion’,
and, in addition, applied the law
of conspiracy, in such a way that
any strike might be declared
illegal. The penailties used against
peaceful picketing, and the appli-
cation to trade unions. of the
common law of conspiracy, were
removed, and not (as Blick
asserts) ‘reinforced’, by the Con-
spiracy and Protection of Pro-
perty Act of 1875 and the
Employers and Workmen Act. of
the same year.

These Acts, which amounted
to ‘full legality for trade unions
and strikers’, were at the time,
and have ever since been, re-
garded as a great victory for
labour, and it is curious that
Blick sees in them exactly the
reverse,

How were these gains achieved?
Not . by purely parliamentary
means, nor through the Liberal
Party. The 1875 Acts were passed
by the Conservatives (who had
hitherto opposed concessions to
the - unionists), partly as an
opportunist political manoeuvre
(Disraeli thought by doing so he
could win the working class to
the Tory Party), but largely in
response to the increased effec-
tiveness of trade union organiza-
tion and the steps (admittedly
hesitant) in the direction of in-
depéndent political action.

Up to 1871 the union bureau-
cracy had relied on polite re-
quests, which the Liberal leaders
had been able to ignore; but
thereafter the organization of
the recently formed Trades Union
Congress was strengthened, and,

though its role in leadership left
much to be desired, the demands
became more insistent.

But more important than
bureaucratic deputations to the
Home Secretary, the rank and
file locally, through their trades
councils, began not only to bully
their MPs, but to go on to the
streets in mass demonstrations.

Awakening

In August 1873, after a large
demonstration in Edinburgh, the
Home Secretary Lowe (who had
bitterly attacked unionism and
used its power as an argument
against extending the franchise in
1867) wrote to the Prime
Minister :

‘I think the meeting of the
Scotch working classes at Edin-
burgh a very serious event. They
are just awakening to the con-
sciousness of power. {[My empha-
sis.] I don’t see very well how
their demand([s] that criminal
liabilities shall not be engrafted
on civil contracts are to
resisted . . . I think it will be
wise to consider the question
carefully and see if we cannot
make some concession.’

Disraell

It was under this sort of pres-
sure, plus the threat of independ-
ent political action, that the gains
of 1875 were obtained.

That the trade union move-
ment did not go forward from
there to create a Labour Party
immediately is not entirely due
to bureaucratic leadership and
the intrusion of ‘bourgeois
ideology’.

The reasons are too complex to
go into here, but there were
enormous obstacles to the crea-
tion of such a party, particularly
at a -time of economic recession.

The ‘New Unions’ of the 1890s
were an important step forward
industrially and (due to socialist
influence) politically, though they
were not altogether ‘free from
the old .. illusions in: the
Liberal Party’, but this movement
did not win for trade unions
rights they had not previously

possessed.

In the course of the 1890s
legal decisions (largely in re-

sponse to the industrial policy of
the new unions of the unskilled)
seriously undermined the gains
previously won.

The culmination of this attack
in the law courts, the judgement
in the Taff Vale case, was the
application to trade unions of the
law of torts, which had not
hitherto been used against them.

The 1906 Trade Disputes Act
restored and strengthened the
legal rights and immunity of
trade unions, and attempted to
guard against further judicial
twisting of the law. However,
both historical precedent and
current experience show that
periodically the ruling class uses
the law courts in an attempt to
annihilate the legal rights wrung
from the legislature by the work-
ing class.

The 1906 Act was indeed won
by the formation of the Labour
Party, but Karen Blick, by
making this ‘the final step’ in a
‘process’, in effect subscribes to
a Fabian concept of gradual ac-
quisition of rights, rather than to
an antithetical concept of work-
ing-class advance and ruling-class
counter-attack.

Less serious shortcomings in
the review are that the quotation
from Godfrey (not ‘Geoffrey’)
Lushington, the Comtist lawyeér,
describing the injustice of the
Master and Servant Law, relates
to the period before the passing
of the 1867 Act, which, while not
entirely satisfactory, did much
to improve the position of work-
men.

Connection

Lushington’s essay is well
worth reading, not only for this
description, but for the discussion
of the connection between trade
unionism and the movement for
the extension of the franchise to
working men.

It is worth noting that Lush-
ington, who was one of the legal
advisers to the unions in 1867-
1869, became Counsel to the
Home Office in 1869 and helped
to draft the labour legislation of
the period.

In the light of this dual role a
significant feature in his essay is
that he was one of the first
writers to state clearly that there
was some hope for industrial
peace and class harmony in the
trade union movement itself,
rather than in the supersession of
trade unions by co-operative
ventures or joint organizations
of employers and employed.

This was not genérally recog-

" nized by employers at the time

(1867) or indeed for many years
afterwards, and it has never be-
come the unanimous view of the
capitalist class, for it is only
partially true that unions restrain
the militancy of their members,
and there is always a danger for
the ruling class that workers will
break through the bureaucratic
and reformist apparatus.

Lushington and his fellow
Positivists, Frederic Harrison and
Henry Crompton, are prime ex-

amples of how ‘alien’ ideology
entered the labour movement,
but there were positive as well as
negative sides to their contribu-
tion.

Bill Bowring’s review naturally
has less to say about trade unions
but in what he does say he mis-
applies the term ‘New Unions’ to
the ASE—it relates properly to
the unskilled unions of the 1890s
(sée above)—and he also makes
some mistakes in relation to the
Irish movement.

An attempt

Probably due to a printers’
error, the date of foundation of
the Fenian movement in the
United States is given as 1867,
whereas it occurred a decade
earlier, though it had not become
prominent until after the Ameri-
can Civil War.

In 1866 the Fenians attempted
an invasion of Canada, and later
a rising in Ireland which
obtained little support from the
down-trodden and priest-ridden
peasantry.

It was in the aftermath of
these events that the Manchester
van incident occurred, and later
in the year (1867) the attempt

to release Fenian prisoners from
Clerkenwell jail by blowing up
the walls.

Such guerrilla tactics, for all
their heroism, were doomed to
futility without an organized
revolutionary party based on the
urban working class, and despite
drawing its main support from
Irish immigrant workers in Eng-
land (and the USA) the Fenian
movemeént was never much more
tllmalr; a para-military expatriates’
club.

The connections between the
Fenians and trade unions in
Britain, and the joint impact
these had on the consciousness
of the ruling class have never
been fully explored.

Bowring is right to stress the
necessity of considering these
movements together, along with
the crisis over Reform and the
trade depression of 1866-1867.

The latter, incidentally, was
not caused by a successful wage
offensive, though the opponents
of unions blamed them for it and
préetended that ‘restrictive prac-
tices’ had priced British goods
out of international markets.

The ranks of the unemployed
were further swelled by the
effects of the severe winter of
1866-1867, and this contributed
to the uneasy state of mind of
the ruling class, faced by the
triple problem of Fenianism,
Unionism, and Reform.

Unfortunately these move-
ments did not sufficiently
coalesce in a conscious manner
to take advantage of the revolu-
tionary possibilities inherént in
1867, but there were limited
moves in that direction.

In this connection, there is, I
believe, an error in the statement
that ‘a meeting of the Inter-
national . . . reported in ‘The
Times’ of November 21 [1867]...
The Presidéent, Beccles, con-
demned the Fenians’ tactics . . .".

1 think what is really referred
to here is a meeting of the
Reform League on October 23, at
which a letter was read from
its President, Edmond Beales, a
radical barrister, condemning the
resort to force when there were
i:qn}sltitutional means open to the
rish.

‘Our men’

Most of the speakers at the
meeting, far from making sup-
port for the Irish conditional on ’
their contribution to the Reform
struggle, denounced Beales’ views
and supported the right of the
Irish to resort to arms.

Many of these speakers were
members of the Intérnational,
and it is to this meeting and its
repercussions that Marx refers
in the letter of November 2
(quoted by Bowring): ‘what a
row “our men” have made in
the Reform League’.

On November 19, 1867, 3,000
English workers met on Clerken=
well Green in support of the
Fenians’, and a delegate bringing
greetings from a meeting of
Irishmen held simultaneously at
Notting Hill, expressed the hope
that ‘from this time forward Eng-
lish and Irish working men
would go hand in hand together
until the entire freedom of the
people in both countries was
accomplished’.

Reporting this next day, ‘The
Times' warned:

‘There are not wanting symp-
toms of a sympathy with Fen-
ians, not as patriots, but as the
enemies of constituted authority
[my emphasis] a lawless
temper, fostered, if not engend-
ered, by Fenianism, and care-
fully developed by professional
incendiaries, is already making
itself felt in our great towns.’

In its list of ‘lawless’ acts—
street rowdyism, desperate

assaults on the police, bread
riots, seditious meetings — the
mouthpiece of the ruling class

i not specifically mention
trade union ‘lawlessness’, not
that it was negligible, but
because to have made the con-
nection openly between Fenian-
ism and unionism might have
turned the dreadful prospect
into dangerous reality.

A further Clerkenwell Green
meeting on November 21 (refer-
red to in the review) seems to
have been at least partly a joint
Anglo-Irish affair.

An attendance of 20-25,000
was claimed by the organizers,
but ‘The Times' (perhaps delib-
erately underestimating the num-
bers) only conceded ‘over 4,000

The\ mealy-mouthed terms of
the petition to the Queen indeed
show the political weakness of
the movement at. this time
(though a few years later thére
was a strong current of republi-
canism in the English working
class), and after the ‘outrage’ at
Clerkenwell jail on December 13,
which killed several people in
nearby houses, without in the
least affecting the escape of the
prisoners, the sympathy of
English workers for Fenianism
greatly declined.

Further arrests of Fenians and
repression in Ireland followed,
and though after several years
of protest and petitions some of
the Fenian prisoners were
released, the Irish liberation
movement largely became a con-
stitutional attempt, under pre-
dominantly middle-class leader-
ship, to capture the Liberal Party
for ‘Home Rule’, which English
trade unionists supported.

Situation

The reckless adventurism of
the Fenian leaders, almost as
much as the political backward-
ness of the English working
class, kept the movement apart,
though then as now, Irish work-
ers played an important part in
English trade unions, and given
correct leadership a combination
of these national sections of the
British labour movement could
have altered profoundly the his-
tory of both countries.

The potentialities w hic h
existed .in the years around 1867
have still to. be realized, but we
are now in a much more fav-
ourable situation than existed a
century ago.

Both English and Irish work-
ers can draw on their history of
struggle, while recognizing the
inadequacy of many of their past
methods.

Neither trade union rights nor
any of the “other gains of the
working class were won purely
by gradual parliamentary means,
and they were not defended by
such means.

To leave the defence of thése
rights solely to parliamentary
representatives — even if they
are Labour Party ‘workers’ own’
représentatives—or in the hands
of the trade union bureaucrats—
however much they protest their
willingness to fight—is to lay the
movement wide open to disaster.

Only mass action by the work-
ing class, industrial and political,
can defeat the current attack
launched by the employers on
all fronts; and only a revolu-
tionary  conception of this
struggle, and revolutionary
organization uniting all sections
of workers for all of their objec-
tives, can, in the situation of the
present crisis of capitalism,
transform a ruling-class offénsive
into a complete and permanent
victory for the working class—
the overthrow of capitalism,
and its replacement by a socialist
society in both Britain and Ire-
land, as a stage towards the
achigvement of world socialism.

Grahame Higginson.
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REVIEWED BY TOM KEMP

THE MARXIST claim
that the French Revolu-
tion brought to power a
new exploiting class of
capitalist property-
owners is strongly con-
tested by bourgeois his-
torians. ‘
In the present revolutionary

‘epoch it is inevitable ‘that

historians” should . take . sides
in the interpretation of this
great social upheaval. ‘ '

Its study raises all the ques-
tions about the nature of the
bourgeoisie and the laws and
institutions by which it exists
as are posed by the prole-
tarian revolution.

Certain historians have been
concerned to find what looked
suspiciously like a Marxist inter-
pretation of the French Revolu-
tion seeping into many special-
ized works, as well as general
texts.

As a result studies appeared
in academic journals which
could ~have been, and perhaps
were, financed by the CIA, so
blatant is the attempt to dis-
credit what is taken to be a
Marxist view.

But there is no Marxist
synthesis of French revolutionary
history which takes into account
the enormous volumes of detailed
historical research which has
piled up in recent decades.

During the period of the
Popular Front, French “Commun-
ist Party secretary Thorez
adopted an interpretation which
conformed with the lines of the
French CP.

By comparing Robespierre
with Stalin, he abused -Robes-
pierre and further contributed to
the worship of Stalin.

Today the well-nigh official
chair of French revolutionary
history at the Sorbonne is held
by card-carrying CP member,
Professor Soboul.

To his credit, he would not
agree to the extravagant inter-
pretation which once held sway.

He has even engaged in
polite controversy with Daniel
Guerin, whose book on the
Terror was attacked as a tenden-
tious ‘Trotskyist’ distortion when
it appeared in 1946.

Despite Soboul’s merits as a
historian, his view remains
bounded by his association with
the CP.

Now a paperback edition of
US political historian Professor
Palmer's two-volume ‘The Age
of the Democratic Revolution’,
published some years ago, has
been re-issued.

Palmer attempts a re-evalua-

IMPORTANT
- READING

The death agony of

. ‘ . B
: " L The
: i Programme
R sdopted by the
LN Founding Lonference

: ) T efthe

3 Fourth International
with the Statutes

of the.
Rourth, tnternationat

toks of the .
International

~ _SBCI‘AL‘".V LABOUR LEAGUE PAMPHLAT

price 1s6d post i

New Park Publications
186A Clapham High St.. SW4

He writes readably, sets out
to make a ‘historical synthesis’
and tries, it seems, to sit on the
fence in the debate about the
revolution’s nature.

Palmer’s principal merit is- to
see the Revolution as part of a
movement covering the whole of
Europe in the second half of
the 18th century.

He says there was, ‘One big
revolutionary | itation,  not
simply ‘d French Reévolution due
,to .purely. French. causes,. and
foolishly . favouréed by irrespon-
sible people in other countries’.

" A 'large part of the first

. volume is spent examining move-
ments in ofher countries, and
particularly the American Revo-
lution.. Much of the second
volume is devoted to the con-
sequences which 1789 had out-
side France.

When he defines the nature
of this revolutionary wave his
weaknesses stand revealed.

He does not speak about the
bourgeois revolution but the
‘democratic revolution’. In other
words he takes as its distin-
guishing mark what the revolu-
tionaries said it was; he con-
fuses - form with content; he
remains prisoner of their false
consciousness and his own inter-
pretation remains subjective.

He writes it as a middle-class
man who fears proletarian revo-
lution and hopes that it can be
averted. .

Identity

‘The bourgeois revolution did
not spring from a previously
conceived plan led by an organ-
ized party.

The bourgeoisie was becoming
conscious of its interests and
identity as a class in the 18th
century. What is wanted is clear
enough.

In the early stages of the
Revolution its aims were codi-
fied in the Declaration of the
Rights of Man, a document like
the American Declaration of
Independence.

Although couched in universal
terms these declarations
expressed the specific class inter-
ests of the bourgeoisie. Every
phrase in the French Declaration
struck home at some feature of
the old regime which the bour-
geoisie considered limited its
ability to do what it liked.

A few years later the same
bourgeoisie outlawed trade
unions and made the ‘agrarian
law’ — the demand for the
equal distribution of landed pro-
perty—a capital offence.

The revolutionaries of the 18th
century proclaimed the sover-
eignty of ‘the people’ as the
only legitimate basis for state
power. To achieve this required
the overthrow of the dynastic
states of the old regime and the
abolition of noble privileges and
of the nobility as a class.

The question is who put for-
ward this revolutionary pro-
gramme of democracy and what
alternative form of government
did they propose?

In all the 18th century strug-
gles with which Palmer deals it
was the bourgeoisie which came
into collision with kings and
constituted bodies and sought
to abolish hereditary rank and
privilege.

So why not investigate more
exactly the social composition of
the revolutionary bourgeoisie in
each case and relate its ideo-
logical concepts — democracy,
liberty, etc.—to its needs as a
class? This is the question from
which Palmer shies away when-
ever it presents itself through
over 1,000 pages of text.

French

Revolution
through

liberal eyes

tion of the French Revolution by
placing it in international con-
text.

The first point to make seems
to be this. The Bourgeoisie was
of necessity a minority of the
population. Its leaders knew that
it could not win power without
allies or govern without ‘the
consent of the people’.

Case-histories

As Palmer’s
show, where the bourgeoisie
was unable to call on wide
popular support (as in Holland,
Switzerland and Belgium) there
was no revolution.

case histories

" - A_sitpation ripe for a;gour-'

« /géois:  bewelution - réquire a

"deep-'sdcidl crisis inVolviAg ' the'

masses and bringing them onto
the historical scene, often for the
first time.

This requires a study of the
developing social and economic

crisis of the old regime in
Europe and of the sources of
popular opposition to British

Robespierre

rule in N America much deeper
than Palmer’s.

The ideas and theories upon
which he spends so much time
would have been helpless to
effect major historical change
without great mass upheavals
and bitter struggles between rival
groups of armed men disputing
over questions of power and
material interest.

Political crisis

This is so clear in the case
of the French Revolution that
Palmer cannot avoid dealing
with it. But having seen it, he
does not build it into his general
theory of 18th-century revolution.

In ,1789 the opportunity for
the French bourgeoisie to take
power was offered by the finan-
cial and political crisis of the old
regime, coupled with a deep
social crisis—rising prices, food
scarcity, industrial depression—
which brought the peasants and
the urban masses into action..

The bourgeoisie had to accept
a peasant revolution raising ques-
tions of property rights, which
it would have preferred to have
left alone. And the appearance
on the scene of the urban ple-
bian mass, making its own
demands, gave the revolution a
much more radical and thorough-
going character than the bour-
geois leaders desired.

Men like Robespierre, esti-
mating the forces at work, trie
to capture these popular energies
for their own class ends, but
‘quickly came into conflict with
the very forces upon which their
power rested. This was the signi-

ficance of the events of 1793-
1794, studied in detail by Guerin
and others.

Once the popular masses came
into action the Revolution was
pushed beyond the limits set for
it by even the most radical of
the bourgeois leaders, the Jacob-
ins, who remained bourgeois
men of property throughout.

Programmes

Democratic programmes and
slogans were needed to cut
through the privileges and here-
ditary rights by which the nobil-
ity and the monarchy retained
their powers. But they were just
as necessary to win the ‘mass
support without which the bour-
geoisie could not stake a claim
to rule.

So, although the revolution
was democratic in form, acknow-
ledging the ‘sovereignty of the
people’, it was bourgeois in
content, establishing the rights
of bourgeois property-owners to
rule.

The nature of the bourgeoisie
and the divisions within its ranks
in the 18th-century revolution
have to be clearly brought out.

Firstly it was not a historically
new class. It had risen during
the middle ages in the towns
which were centres of trade and
industry, It fought to establish
its right to govern by wresting
municipal charters and similar

concessions from lay and ecclesi-

astical lords, making the towns
‘oases of freedom’ in medieval
society.

Trotsky notes the absence of
such vigorous municipal life as
one of the distinguishing marks
of Russian backwardness in social
development.

the course of

Secondly, in
time, a§ the bourgeoisie grew in
wealth and numbers, sections of
it were drawn into association
with the monarchy and with
feudal society.

Kings granted merchants special
privileges; some were ennobled,
often for a consideration. Some-
times kings played off the bour-
geoisie against the feudal lords
in order to strengthén the
powers of the monarchy.

Part of the bourgeois class
became parasitjc on feudal society
and were closely identified with
it.

In France, for instance, there
were the tax farmers and other
big financiers whose wealth arose
from their association with the
regime. Most of the tax-farmers
later perished on the guillotine.

I d . s
Emigres
Some of the nobility engaged

in trade and controlled industrial
enterprises. Many of the first
énugrés in 1789 were bourgeois
and a whole section of the bour-
geoisie, ruined by the revolution,
became its enemies.

Thirdly only a small part of
18th-century bourgeoisie con-
sisted of factory-owners exploit-
ing’ an industrial proletariat.

The bourgeoisie consisted pre-
dominantly of merchants, land
and real estate owners, office-
holders and professional men—
especially the lawyers, from
which its main spokesmen were
drawn. ’

Landed property continued to
the main form of bourgeois
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property for a long time. One of
the changes which the Revolution
accomplished was to turn feudal
landed property into capitalist
private property.

The wealth of the post-revolu-
tionary bourgeoisie was drawn to
a large extent from speculation
in the lands confiscated from
the Church and the ¢émigré
nobility.

Fortunes accumulated in this

, way, or by speculating in scarce

commodities or supplying war
contracts, later found their way
into 19th-century industry and
finance.

In the summer of 1789 there
was a popular and peasant revo-
lution. Chateaux went up in
smoke, together with the docu-
ments governing the peasants.
Municipal governments were
taken over by new: men and the
old municipal officers and royal
officials pushed out.

Demands

These popular masses without
whose support the bourgeoisie
could not have attained power
were now on the move. The
question was how to control the
forces which had been unleashed
and ensure that the revolution
remaified within bourgeois limits.
It is this which gives the years
1793-1794 their special interest.

The

18th-century revolution

+ therefore had a, contradiction .at

its véry ‘¢éntre.

When the masses came on the
scene they made social demands,
not political or juridical.

To oppose the demands of the
masses the bourgeoisie had to
move back from its more ad-
vanced positions. In France this
took the classic form of the
Thermidorican reaction and the
establishment of the Directory.

Palmer sees that the revolutior.
did not end with Thermidor. The
Directory still had to safeguard
the basic gains made by the
xie7v9081utionary bourgeoisie since

But it had to do so against
both a monarchical restoration
and against those, like the fol-
lowers of Babeuf, who sought to
carry the revolution further, thus
challenging bourgeois property
rights. '

The Directors turned their re-
pression alternatively against the
monarchists and the left Jacobins
and Babeufists.

They did so with the help of
generals, notably Napoleon Bona-
parte, and ‘no longer with the
methods of revolutionary terror
which could operate only so long
as the masses were on the scene.
The bourgeoisie slept more com-
fortably in their beds after
Thermidor.

If the revolution \went on, it
did so in particular through mili-
tary expansion and by the threat
‘which French occupation, and to
some extent French example,
meant to the old order in Europe.
This forms a major part of
Palmer’s thesis.

He shows in the first volume

‘how the French Revolution was

part of a single revolutionary
movement, which manifested it-
self in different ways in different
countries.

Impact

In the second he deals mainly
with the impact of the American
and French revolutions, the
reasons for the absence of revo-
lution in England and the suc-
cess of counter-revolution in
other countries.

He sees the revolutionary
movement in political terms, as
a struggle for ‘democracy’.

Yet democracy did not emerge
triumphant. Instead there came
men on harseback. How can this
be explained ?

At this point Professor Palmer's
treatment becomes somewhat
perfunctory. It can 'be shown
how the military men came to
the fore and how the politicians
in Paris discredited themselves.

What was at stake was simple
enough : the men of property
who had done well out of the
purchase of Church and émigré
property, who had made fortunes
in speculation and arms contract-
ing and no longer thought that
‘democracy’ —in the perverted
form even which existed under
the Directory — could safeguard
the rights and privileges which
the l:‘evolution had endowed them
with.

\

They called in a Bonaparte

when ‘democracy’ no
served its purpose.

longer

- The final chapter, the appear-
ance of Napoleon as the heir to
the Revolution, ruling in an
authoritarian way through the
strong state based on the army,
conflicts with the thesis of the
book.

‘Democracy’

The history of the bourgeoisie
shows that however much it
appreciates the advantages' be-

- -stowed by ‘democracy’; it is giiite
- -ready to- resort to other methods
.-when ‘this is the 'only-'way: to
- preserve its ‘position ‘as a ruling-

class.

Palmer does not grasp the
paradox that the period which he
calls ‘the age of the democratic
revolution’ culminated in the
triumph not of democracy, but
of Bonapartism in France, con-
servative republicanism in the
United States and reaction every-
where else.

The bourgeoisie had gained
positions even where it was not
actually in power. It gained them
socially and economically because
every step forward of the

economy opened up new possi-
bilities for merchants, bankers,
industrial entrepreneurs and their
professional and intellectual
hangers on.

His final chapter marks a step
backwards compared with much
that he had written previously
in the two volumes.

He says: ‘In the 18th century'

there might have been no revo-
lution, if only the upper and

‘ruling classes had made more

sagacious concessions, if indeed,
the contrary tendencies. towards

.2 positive assertion of aristocratic
" 'yalues had.not ‘been so.strong.”

«

- draw from the scene of history, -

.. THe .lesson of .the-18th-oentury
‘“wavé .of revolutions’is’that ‘ruling

classes do not voluntarily with-

abandoning their privileges and
power to a newly ascending class.

Decline

On the contrary, in the twilight
period of its decline the benefi-
ciaries of the old order become
more reactionary, more tenacious
in their hold over what they have
arfnc! more reluctant to yield any
of 1t.

But hardly had the first blows
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in the revolution been struck
when the counter-revolution be-
gan to organize. Likewise, the
other’ countries of the old regime
could not tolerate the threat of
a revolutionary state on their
frontiers, which was an example
to their own opponents at home.

Palmer is conscious all through
his work that there are parallels
between the situation in Europe
and North America in the period
he covers, 1760-1800, and the
contemporary epoch since the
Russian Revolution.

‘ L o
- Liberal’s hope
As a liberal he cannot draw
out all these parallels: because
the conclusion would' be that the

conditions are now ripe for its
, overthrow.

What he is saying, in effect, by
analogy with his view that the
French Revolution could have
been avoided, is that the bour-
geoisie, by making ‘sagacious
concessions’ can avoid going the
way of former ruling classes.

This is the last-ditch hope of
a liberal who, in the face of all
-of history’s lessons, believes that
with reason and commonsense
bourgeois rule can go on for ever.

tv

10.25-11.55 a.m. Schools. 12.55 p.m. Maicolm Muggeridge asks the
Question Why. 1.30 Watch with mother. 1.45-1.53 News and weather.
2.55-3.15 Schools. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55 Blue Peter. 5.20 Barrier reef.
5.44 The magic roundabout. 5.50 News and weather.

LONDON THIS WEEK. Weather.

ENTERTAINING WITH KERR.

Z CARS. ‘Playing for Keeps’, part one.
NOT IN FRONT OF THE CHILDREN. ‘A Yap in the Night".

THE NINE O’CLOCK NEWS and weather.

STEPTOE AND SON. ‘The Three Feathers'.
DOOMWATCH. ‘You Killed Toby Wren’

REGIONAL BBC

Scotland: 1.00-1.30 Jesus today. 6.00-
6.20 Reporting Scotland. 6.20-6.45
Se ur beatha, 11.15-11.45 Caring
for people. 11.47 News; weather.

N Ireland: 6.00-6.20 Scene around six,

weather. 7.30-8.00 Day at night.
11.47 News, ‘weather.
SW, South, West: 6.00-6.20 Points

West. South today. Spotlight SW,
weather. 11.47 News, weather.

p.m. FRANCE. ‘Les Franglals’.
THE HiIGH CHAPARRAL. “Too Late the Epitaph’.

HORIZON. ‘Earthquakes, San Franclsco’. .

‘AMSTERDAM—CITY OF PROTEST'. Moral contradictions and

2.25 p.m. Journey of a lifetime. 2.40 Men and war. 2.50 Backfire. 3.45
Granny gets the point. 4.15 Anita in jumbleland. 4.20 Crossroads. 4.50

MAN AT THE TOP. ‘Charity Begins at Home’.

10.30 LATE NIGHT THRILLER. ‘Night Train to Parls’. With Leslie
Nielsen and Alizia Gur. An OSS agent is pursued by foreign

REGIONAL 1TV

WESTWARD. As Channel except:
3.58 News. 4.00 Gus Honeybun. 6.00
Diary. 6.20 Sports desk. 11.45 Faith
for life. 11.50 Weather.

SOUTHERN: 3.00 Journey of a
time, 4.00 Houseparty. 4.15 Felix the
cat. 4.25 Best of Lucy. 4.55 Land of

life-

the giants. 5.50 London. 6.00 Day by-
day, Complaints box. 6.45 London,
10.30 University challenge. 11.00 News.

11.10 Tom Jones. 12.10 Weather.
Action 70.
HARLECH: 3.00 Granny gets the

point., 3.25 Broad look at pop. 4.18
‘Women only. 4.40 Enchanted house.
4.55 Captain Scarlet, 5.20 Timeslip.
5.50 London. 6.01 Report West. 6.23
Report Wales. 6.45 London. 10.30
Cinema: ‘The Country Girl’. With
Bing Crosby, Grace Kelly and William
Holden. A 'has-been star has a chance
to make a come back. 12.15 Weather.

HTV (West) colour channel 61 as
above ‘except: 4.16-4.18 Report West.
6.23-6.45 This is the West this week.

HTV (Wales)

colour channel
above except:

41 as
6.01-6.23 Y

dydd.

HT\" (Cymrul{Wales) black aond white
service as above except: 6.01-6.23 Y
dydd. 8.00-8.30 Yr wythnos.

ANGLIA: 4.05 Granny gets the point.
4.25 News. 4.35 Romper room.p 4.55
Bugs Bunny. 5.15 Timeslip. 5.50 Lon-
don. 6.00 About Anglia. 6.40 London.
10.30 Probe. 11.00 Love, American
;;ytlﬁ. 11.55 Farming diary. 12.20. Other
iths. .

ATV MIDLANDS: 3.49 Horoscope. 3.52
quen.today. 4.10 Peyton Place. 4.40
Anita_in jumbleland,” 4.55 London.
5.15 Timeslip. 5.50 London. 6.00 ATV
today. 6.40 London. 10.30 University
challenge. 11.02 Object in view,
weather.

ULSTER: 4.30 Romper room. 4.50
News, 4.55 Phoenix five. 5.20 Timeslip.
5.50 London. 6.00 UTV reports. 6.15
Mona McCluskey. 6.45 London. 10.30
Monday night. 10.35 Movie macabre,

YORKSHIRE: 3.00 Judo. 3.25 Fencing.
3.50 Shooting. 4.15 London. 4.30 Mati-
nee. 4.55 Rovers. 5.20 Timeslip. 5.50
London., 6.00 Calendar, weather. 6.15

University challenge. 6.45 London,
10.30 Name of the game. 11.55
Weather.

GRANADA: 4.10 News. Peyton Place.
4.40 Anita in jumbleland. 4.55 SKippy
the kangraoo. 5.15 Timeslip. 5.50
London. 6.01 Six-o-one. 6.10 All our
yesterdays. 6.40 London. 10.30 Univer-
sity challenge. 11.00 Homicide.

TYNE TEES: 4.10 News. 4.15 Mad
movies. 4.40 Anita in jumbleland.
4.55 Stingray. 5.20 Timeslip. 5.50 Lon-
don. 6.00 Today at six. 6.25 Sports-
time. 6.45 London. 10.30 Face the
press, 11.00 Agquarius. 11.45 News.
12 midnight How many times.

BORDER: 4.10 News. 4.12 High liv-
ing. 4.40 Anita in jumbleland. 4.55
Joe 90. 5.20 Timeslip, 5.50 London.

6.00 News, Lookaround. 6.15 Univer-
sity challenge. 6.40 London. 10.30
Dubliners. 11.00  Aquarius. 11.45
News, weather.

SCOTTISH: 3.40 Dateline. 3.50
Horoscope, 3.52 Women today. 4.15

London. 4.25 Castlehaven. 4.55 Cap-
tain Scarlet. 5.15 Timeslip. 5.50 Lon-
don. 6.00 Dateline. 6.40 London. 10.30
Debate. 11.15 Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 3.49 News. 3.52 Women
today. 4.15 London. 4.25 High living.
4.55 Skippy. 5.15 Timeslip. 5.50 Lon-
don. 6.00 News, weather. 6.10 Cartoon.
6.20 Country focus. 6.40 London. 10.30
University challenge. 11.00 Talk about
seX.

1




PAGE FOUR

WORKERS PRESS

Monday, December 14, 1970

Wide charter discussion prepares .

for ATUA conference

IN FIVE DAYS’ time, delegates and visitors from all over the
country will assemble in Birmingham for the All Trades Unions
Alliance’s second annual conference.

Special coaches have been
booked to bring contingents
from most industrial centres
to participate in the discussion
which began just over a
month ago with the publica-
tion in Workers Press of the
ATUA national committee’s
draft Charter of Basic Rights.
Thousands of signatures have
already been collected endors-
ing this Charter, which will be
fully discussed and amended
—in line with the wide fac-
tory-floor discussion conducted

around it—by next Saturday’s
Digbeth Civic Hall confer-
ence.,

Contributing today to the
pre-conference discussion con-
ducted in these columns since
then is Swindon council
worker STAN JONES.

During the recent national
strike, Stan and his fellow-
unionists withstood the gov-
ernment threat of army inter-
vention and fought on to win
their 50s.

But many of them—Iike
him, a groundsman—now see
even bigger battles ahead;
battles which will require a
programme for uniting the
whole 'working class.

Among those who have
already made a particularly

valuable contribution to mak- -

ing the Charter such a pro-
gramme are Liverpool Trades

-Council president Eddie Loy-

den; public-works painters’
convenor Sam Holmes, from

Sheffield; Glasgow postman
Jimmy Johnston; Plessey’s,
Swindon, engineering union

convenor Rene Hazel; Chelsea
dustmen’s leader Tony Swee-
ney; airport electricians’ stew-
ard Mick Davis, from Heath-
row, and Battersea power
workers’ branch chairman
Bert Price,

December 19 must show
these public statements are
only the iceberg-tip of the
biggest political campaign ever
mounted in the British work-
ing class—a campaign to take
the Tory government by the
scruff of its strike-breaking
neck and force it to resign
from office.

Law and (clerical)
order call Preston

YS LEEDS
BAZAAR
GREAT

SUCCESS

THE Young Socialists Leeds
Bazaar was a huge success. It
was held in the enormous city
centre Corn Exchange.

Shoppers who came in their
thousands to do their Xmas
shopping declared it was the
best bazaar they had been to.

Approximately 5,000 pro-
grammes were sold. There
were 17 attractive stalls rang-
ing from gifts, a boutique, to
bargain groceries and jumble.
Children were not dis-
appointed with a visit to
Aladdin’s cave to see Father
Xmas.

The grand total profit was
£500. This has certainly been
the most successful year for
the Young Socialists.

Young Socialists national
secretary John Simmance,
would like to thank everyone
who did so much to make the
bazaars in London and Leeds
such a magnificent success.

WEATHER

FOG is expected at over
most of England, Wales, S Scot.
land and N Ireland. Over many
inland areas it will be slow to
clear, but some hazy sunshine is
expected later in the day.

first

Elsewhere the fog should clear
early to give sunny intervals,
Over N and central Scotland there
will be a few scattered showers.

It will be rather cold in'E and
N districts, but temperatures will
be near normal in the W

Outlook for Tuesday and Wednes-
day: Scattered wintry showers in
the E and S. Otherwise dry in
most places. Generally cold with
night frost and local fog patches.

demonstration

PLANS for a march through Preston on January 2 organized by the
Church and the police are clear proof that fear of the working class

is driving the capitalists to step up their offensive.

The sponsors claim that
‘ordinary’ working men of
Britain must ‘stand up and
be counted’ in the growing

struggle to fight the
‘enemy within’.
Lancashire's, Chief Con-

stable, Mr William Palfrey, and
the Bishop of Blackburn, the
Rt Rev Charles Robert Clax-
ton, who are organizing the
march, have stressed that they
want 4,000 men to turn out
for the demonstration, especi-
ally young workers. Women
are welcomed almost as an
afterthought.

The emphasis on men and
young workers suggests that
in the organizers’ minds the
march may represent more
than a mere Saturday morning
demonstration which, once
over, will soon be forgotten.

Indeed, although they are
dressed up in -religious ter-
minology, the political aims of
the chief constable and the
Bishop are clear.

Bishop Claxton claims that
there is a constant war in
society between the forces of
good and evil and that the
biggest current evil is greed.

It all seems irrelevant until
we discover that this greed
shows its head in strikes, in
managers who will not share
their wealth and profits, in
political parties manoeuvring
for their own purposes and
even in the church itself.

The Chief Constable said
bluntly last week: ‘I'm fed up
with demonstrations when the
coppers get thumped.

“There are 7,000 police

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

Discuss the proposed draft of
the Charter of Basic Rights

DAGENHAM: Monday, December
14, 8 p.m. Marsh Green School,
New Rd.

ACTON: Monday, December 14, 8
p.m. Co-op Hall, Acton High St.

WEST LONDON: Monday, Decem-
ber 14, 8 p.m. Prince Albert pub,
Balfe St, NW1.

SOUTHALL: Tuesday, December 15,
% cr.m. Community Centre, Bridge

SW LONDON: Tuesday, December
15, 8 p.m. Prince’s Head, Falcon
Rd, Clapham Junc.

ABERDEEN: Tuesday, December 15,
8 p.m. Music Hall.

CROYDON: Tuesday, December 15,
8 p.m. Plough and Harrow, Thorn-
ton Heath Pond.

LEEDS: Tuesday, December 15,
8 p.m. Trades Council Club, Upper
Fountaine St.

E. LONDON: Wednesday, December
16, 8 p.m. Festival Inn, Chrisp St
Market, El4.

FINSBURY PARK: Wednesday,
December 16, 8 p.m. Sir George
Robey pub, opposite Astoria.

SE LONDON: Thursday, December
17, 8 p.m. Artichoke pub, Church
St, Camberwell Green.
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LATE NEWS

US-USSR PEACEKEEPERS
WELCOME—HUSSEIN

King Hussein of Jordan yes-
terday backed the idea of an
international  peace - keeping
force as the best way to bring
a permanent end to fighting
in the Middle East.

He said the odds are now
in favour of such a force, in
which . United States and
Soviet troops would serve
'side by side.
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lan Yeats investigates reactionary stirrings in a Lan-
cashire town

officers in Lancashire trying
to maintain order among 3%
million people. And unless
these people want order, then
we will be unable to maintain
order in this country.’

By order, of course, is
meant the capitalist system
which the ruling class and
their hangers-on in the petty
bourgeoisie can see daily
threatened by mounting
opposition from the working
class.

Fear is driving these people
to attempt to organize their
own class and conservative
sections of the working class
against the strong tide of
workers’ militancy.

Chief Constable Palfrey has
stressed that it is not the job
of the police to establish a
code of conduct. If that is the
case, what is he doing organ-
izing a march for that very
reason?

To avoid citing the break-
down of capitalism as the
cause of civil unrest Palfrey
and Claxton talk of moral
decay.

CREDIT

Palfrey said: ‘We have in
the country been living on a
credit of Christianity for a
long time and this time is
running out.’

What has run out is the
power of Christianity to drug
the working class into accept-
ing the injustices of capitalism.
The present upsurge among
workers does not represent a
moral decay, but an awaken-
ing.

Time is running out for
the capitalists. Gripped by
fear and insecurity extreme
right-wing elements will begir
to appear to fight to preserve
their decaying world.

The first steps towards a
police state have been taken
when the police feel that the
authority of parents, teachers
and the church has been so
weakened that they alone can
maintain proper standards and
order.

Palfrey said: ‘Here in Lan-
cashire we are going to try
to re-establish a code of con-
duct based on the Christian
faith’.

Behind all this religious
mumbo jumbo stands the
Preston middle class deter-
mined to fight for its pre-
servation.

They will be represented at
.the head of the march by the
Bishop and the Chief Constable
‘together with other church
leaders, local mayors and
MPs’.

The march reflects attitudes
inculcated by the local mass
media over past weeks, cul-
minating in a bitter denuncia-
tion of the December 8 strike
by the ‘Lancashire Post’ as
‘the most stupid strike ever’.

They were at pains to em-
phasize that most Preston
workers did not join in. In
fact men at Preston Dock and
at British-Leyland plants at
Leyland and Chorley brought
their works to a standstill.

The paper has stressed that
it is the ordinary people who
suffer because of strikes.

WARNED

They called the ‘dirty jobs
strike’ a ‘tragic-farce’. They
have warned that men could
strike themselves out of a job.
And they have warned union
leaders that they are in dan-
ger of losing their. authority.

If the only information
available locally was contained
in ‘Post’ editorials, it would
appear that industrial unrest
was exclusively the handiwork
of a minority of trouble-
makers.

However this cannot explain
away the stoppage at Preston
Dock and  British-Leyland.
Nor can it explain the violent
opposition to Carr’s Bill from
the local trades council.

Preston and District Amal-
gamated Trades Council has
attacked the Bill as ‘an on-
slaught on the working class’.

They have called it a
‘bosses charter’ and a ‘vicious
and prejudicial move by the
Tories’. They have joined with

seven other trades councils to
support the TUC’s campaign.

The limitations of the TUC's
campaign are well known, but
the trades council’s decision
almost certainly reflects wide-
spread local feeling against
the Tory attack on union
rights.

In addition local conditions
are unlikely to have encour-
aged the growth of the kind
of peaceful God-fearing com-
munity the ruling class have
us believe exists.

Although it is lower than in
the NW regions as a whole,
unemployment in Preston is
2.1 per cent of the working
population, or 2,050. It is
rising steadily and can be
compared with only 845
vacancies.

Local industry is suffering
from the effects of the mount-
ing recession brought about
by the crisis of capitalism.

Building is said to be
approaching ‘slump propor-
tions’ and factories are clos-
ing down—the latest is a cot-
ton mill of Whittle and Tur-
ner at Chorley, eight miles out
of Preston, where 200 are
employed.

Loyal to their policy of
blaming the unions for the
economic plight of the coun-
try the local capitalists have
ganged up on the power
workers.

Over the local radio broad-
casts last week your friendly
Lancashire news reader
tried to- build up an impres-
sion of public hostility to the
electricians at nearby Ribble
power station by emphasizing
that a power worker had
been turned off a Midland
Red bus and that others had
been threatened. ’

Local workers told Workers
Press a different story.

A railway guard said that
the men should be given the
money. He agreed that if the
electricians’ union was allowed
to be discredited, the entire
union movement would be in
danger.

A canteen worker grumbled
about the inconvenience of
the cuts, but she said the men
should be given their rise.

In comparison a local busi-
nessman claimed he would like
to go down to the power
station and ‘kick them’.

The union tried to reply to
what the ‘Lancashire Post’
called ‘a wave of public anta-
gonism’. Their reply was pub-
lished in an above headline
story in small type at the top
of the front page.

HEADLINE
The banner headline, of
course, drew attention from

the union leaders’ statement.
So did the smaller headlines
on either side of it noting
doctors’ warnings to mothers
and the ‘unkindest cuts of all’.

The union leaders say that
they are being blamed for
things that are not their
responsibility.

The Preston branch secret-
ary of the General and Muni-
cipal Workers’ Union Mr Bert
Leathers said last week:

‘The public do not seem to
realize that it is not the elec-
tricity workers who are ration-
ing the electricity. It is sold
to the area boards who then
decide on the cuts that are
to be made.’

A worker said: ‘It is just
mad. The workers at Preston
have been doing what they
should do this week. It has
been thrown at the public
that we are going down to
work and doing nothing. This
is all wrong.

‘The public are being riled
and this is being allowed to
go on deliberately.’

He added: ‘The whole in-
dustry is being run on over-
time. The slightest absence of
a very few workers, sick or
otherwise. makes the situation
impossible.

‘At Preston power station
we work seven days or nights
at a stretch—not four as
most people do—have only
one weekend in three off and
may not have a holiday at
Christmas or the New Year
for years on end.’

Stan Jones

‘ I'M NOT frightened of
times like these. On the
contrary I have been waiting
for them for 20 years.

1 agree with the Charter
by the ATUA. To me it’s
what I have been fighting
for all my °life — pure
socialism. The rights that
the Charter seeks to defend
and increase represent
socialist thinking on all
issues. :

Two things strike me a$
important. One is the
attacks the Tories are
making on . comprehensive
education.

We must fight for the
right of every working-class
child to get the very best,
free education and we must
go further and throw open
the universities and increase
grants.

The second thing in the
Charter that workers must
grasp, is its opposition to
productivity deals.

In relation to this they
should also read the ATUA
book on productivity by
Bernard Franks. This has
helped me a lot to under-
stand the sly tricks the
bosses get up fo.

They are trying one on
now in the council.

Suddenly there is talk of
a deal and they are offering
us £2 to £3. Well I smell
a fish to say the least. It
took a hard strike of six
weeks to get 30s out of
them, if they are offering
above £2, there must be a
lot in it for them!

December 8 must not be
the end of the struggle.
This is .only a tiny begin-
ning. To me the pext step

of course must be to
mobilize the leaders—make
them fight.

The struggles they have
put up so far are disgusting.

I am a delegate to the
Swindon Trades Council and
I asked them what the
official trades union move-
ment in the town were
going to do. They said they
are going to send a dele-
gation up to see their MP.

. This is absolutely useless.

The aim of the movement
should now be to bring the
government down.

The fight now cannot be
viewed as just a trade union
fight, it is a political fight
and undoubtedly the most
serious the trade union
movement has ever under-
taken.

I have been listening to
lots of workers and I can
sense that if a lead was
given, the whole of the
working class would . re-
spond, even the most
apathetic worker would
respond.

We may go through many
experjences before we see
our way through to
socialism. I think we may
go through the whole of
the 1920s again with Wilson
or somebody like him turn-
ing out to be the new
Macdonald.

But I'm not frightened of
times like these. On the
contrary it’s something I
have been waiting and
hoping for for ,
the last 20 years.

] ) ’

Black’ glass

L] a
dispute in Hull

PORT STEWARDS in Hull
meet this morning to discuss
discipline threats against
dockers blacking Pilkington
glass.

The port’'s Albert dock
stopped on Friday afternoon
after employers told stewards
that they might act against a
gang who refused to load a
glassware consignment.

Stewards may decide at this
morning’s meeting to recom-

mend continuing the Albert

dock stoppage until the men
are paid for Friday’s stoppage.

Yugoslavia to
publish

Khrushchev
memoirs

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

THE YUGOSLAV publishing
house Otokar Kersovani an-
nounced from Rijeka last week
that they are to publish
Khrushchev’s memoirs.

They have previously pub-
lished a number of works
banned in the Soviet Union
and the other countries of
E Europe, including Paster-
nak’s ‘Doctor Zhivago’ and
several novels by Solzhenitsyn.

Extracts from Khrushchev's
memoirs have already appeared
in the Yugoslav press, accom-
panied by doubts about their
authenticity.

Shop stewards from Cowley’s
Morris assembly plant yester-
day endorsed a report-back
from union officials which
blocks the company for at
least a month from taking
unilateral action to implement
its speed-up scheme.

National - level  talks
Leyland’s proposals

on
were

"Rank and file
hostile to TUC

GROWING hostility in the unions to
the leadership’s worthless campaign of
publicity and inaction against the anti-

union Bill found expression at Saturday’s
TUC London Regional Conference.

Congress secretary Victor
Feather, who warned the con-
ference against ‘supporting in
any way the activties of un-
official bodies arranging con-
ferences or demonstrations or
stoppages of work’, came in
for a good deal of sharp
criticism.

A capacity Congress House
audience heard Feather jus-
tify the TUC campaign as

‘directed at all fair-minded

people, at the less active of
our supporters as well as the
uncommitted’.

Trade unionists should act
in accordance with overall
TUC strategy.

There was loud applause
when Dagenham teacher Ber-
nard Ebley called for a reso-
lution supporting the power
workers.

Not swayed

Former CEU secretary
Ernest Patterson also spoke
in favour of industrial action,
and said the Tories would not
be swayed by public opinion.

‘The General Council must
immediately prepare appropri-
ate arrangements for industrial
action against the Tories,” he

. said.

Edna White, one of the
SOGAT division A executive
members named in the High
Court -injunction outlawing
the executive’s December 8
strike call, challenged the
TUC to call industrial action.

" Neither soft soap nor offers
of bargains would persuade
th’% government to retreat, she
said.

‘Victor Feather once com-
pared the TUC to a carthorse.
All I can say is that if it car-
ries on at the same rate and
in the same direction as it’s
going at the moment, it’s head-
ing straight for the glue fac-
tory,” shopworkers’ organizer

Hugh McCartney told the
meeting.

‘Felt sick’

‘Before December 8 my

members were eager to come
out. I felt sick having to tell
them the union was against
the strike.

‘I certainly don’t fancy
going back to them and say-
ing “you can use your half-
hour lunch-break against the
Bill”. I'm in favour of indus-
trial action, not useless pro-
test.’

Despite considerable oppos-

ition to TUC policy only'

ASTMS  divisional council
member Maureen Turnbull
raised the question of General
Strike action to force the
resignation of the Tory gov-
ernment.

Her attack on the TUC
‘left’ trade union leaders and
Communist Party members
who cover up for it was
described by Feather's assist-
ant Len Murray as ‘moving

the reference back of the
general election’.
This was impossible, he

said. Such action would only
provoke Heath to make the
Bill even worse.

Murray was repeatedly in-
terrupted during his denuncia-
tion of the opposition to the
TUC policy.

method

ABOVE: TUC general secretary Victor Feather speaking at
Saturday’s London reglonal conference. Listening Is General
and Municipal Workers’ president Lord Cooper. BELOW: Some
of the old age pensioners who listened to Feather and to
stars of stage, screen and Westminster at a Labour Party rally.
(See What we think)
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against the trade unions they
are viciously slandered and
told to shut up!

‘The Observer’ — whose
‘liberalism’ is a cloak for the
most putridly offensive smears
against the working class—
now finds the print workers’
action ‘ominous’ and editorial-
izes: ‘the freedom of the press
must mean the freedom to
publish anything within the
law . . . the freedom of the
press consists in the freedom
to publish despite anybody’s
objections’. (Our emphasis,
‘Observer’, December 13.)

The ‘Observer’ statement is

not only a warning to the
trade unions of the unpre-
cedented press attacks in the
offing but —and this is the
point — it reveals” in all its
clarity and explicitness the
whole fraud of capitalist press
‘freedom’.

Since ‘freedom’ to publish
is conditioned by capitalist
law and since the ‘law’—as
the Industrial Relations Bill
clearly shows—is fundament-
ally aimed against the working
class and its liberation from
capitalist property relations we
see, therefore, that ‘press free-
dom’ is in fact class freedom.

EMPHASIZED

~This fraudulent ‘freedom’
will be even more glaringly
emphasized if the anti-union
laws go through parliament.

This will enable the capital-
ist- press to support the anti-
strike and anti-union actions
of the government as liberally
and as viciously as it likes,
while the working-class press
will be gagged effectively by
thé risk of incurring heavy
fines for supporting so-called
‘unauthorized disputes’.

This would be a paradise

Cowardly British CP
silence on Solzhenitsyn

A MESSAGE to last week’s
Nobel Prize-giving ceremony
from Soviet writer Alexan-
der Solzhenitsyn once more
calls for solidarity with the
victims of Stalinist repres-
sions:

‘May we, at this groaning
board, not forget the politi-
cal prisoners who are today
on hunger strike for the
restitution of their limited
rights, which have been
completely trampled under-
foot.’

What a splendid contrast
to the miserable silence of
Communist Party leaders in
Britain like Gollan, Ramel-
son and Matthews.

Although faced with the
daily threat of arrest, Solz-

BY ROBERT BLACK

henitsyn continues to cam-

paign publicly for the re-

lease of his comrades.

In the comfort and
security of their King St
and ‘Morning Star’ offices,
Gollan and Matthews say
nothing.

Having made their feeble
little protest against the
trial of writers Daniel and
Sinyavsky in 1966, Stalin’s
yes-men are once more
turning a blind eye to the
mounting repressions of in-
tellectuals in the Soviet
Union.

This is nothing new for
CP secretary Gollan. i

As secretary of the Young
Communist League, he pub-
licly applauded Stalin’s
frame-up trials of the 1930s,
slandering Lenin’s old com-
rades as fascist agents.

And while Solzhenitsyn
slaved in an arctic ‘labour
camp’, Gollan returned from
the 1952 Congress of the
Soviet Communist Party to
sing the praises of Stalin
and his henchman ‘comrade
Beria’.

Now, as then, Gollan and
company side with Solz-
henitsyn’s oppressors.

That is the meaning of
this opportunist’s cowardly
silence.

for the press baron and the
trade union bureaucrat.

A forewarning of what is
to come is clearly revealed
by the continued exclusion of
our industrial correspondent
David Maude from the
Labour and Industrial Cor-
respondents’ Group which
maintains an exclusive re-
lationship with ‘key govern-
ment departments.

By excluding him and
shutting off the Workers Press
from important government
news sources, the journalists
and officials involved are only
helping to strengthen the
dictatorial hand of the
capitalist press monopolies.

Thus capitalist ‘freedom’
of the press is tyrannical
censorship for the working
class.

The defence of the trade
unions today imperiously de-
mands the complete national-
ization without compensation
and control by the workers
of all the news media in
Britain.

‘B-Leyland
postpones

MDW clash

BRITISH-LEYLAND’S plan to force Measured-
Day Work on its Cowley car-assembly workers
before the end of the year has suffered a setback.

BY DAVID MAUDE

adjourned until January at
York on Friday.
In the interim, the com-

bine’s detailed proposals are
to be submitted to senior
stewards at Cowley within the
next few days and discussed
with them over the .next four
weeks.

Union officers are believed
to have taken exception at
York to the combine’s failure
to table detailed proposals in
advance and insisted that they
could not negotiate under
these conditions.

It is understood that Ley-
land was forced reluctantly
to accept this position after
pressure from the Engineer-
ing Employers’ Federation.

The EEF may well have
feared that precipitate action
by the company at Cowley
would poison the atmosphere
at its January 13 talks with
union leaders about their
national procedure agreement,

Airport
go-slow
today

THE Association of Scientific,
Technical and  Managerial
Staffs decided to support to-
day’s threatened work-to-rule
at airports.

The Association, along with
other unions involved, has
rejected a 44 per cent pay
increase for airport and air-
line staff.

Mr Clive Jenkins, ASTMS
general secretary, said after
a meeting of his executive in
London that the union claim
was for a 7 per cent cost-of-
living rise. ‘

He said there would also
be a ban on overtime and
that some 15 unions would
be involved.

Nixon
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return of less than 1 per
cent on its sales this year—
bringing profits to an all-time
low.

Thousands of aircraft
workers have been sacked, and
it is estimated that Boeing
alone has lost 130,000 workers
since 1968.

Impact

The impact of a full-scale
US recession on the rest of
the capitalist world would be
even more marked than in
the US itself.

Fear of this development,
more than any other factor, is
responsible for the wery
rapid turn to the right in W
Europe, Canada and in Britain.

With their anti-union laws
and emergency powers, the
Tories are systematically pre-
paring for a world slump.

They hope to hogtie the
working class with the aid of
the trade union and labour
bureaucracy before the full
force of the storm from across
the Atlantic hits home in
Britain.

Witch-
hunt

@® FROM PAGE ONE

rightly appealed to the public
to .exert pressure on the
electricity supply men to
return to normal working. I
suggest that this exhortation
needs reinforcement.

‘Why not invoke emergency
powers, and issue an order
withdrawing all legal protec-
tion from the persons and
property of the workers con.
cerned and of the officials of
the unions who have organized
the present “go-slow”?’

This is the shape of things

to come — state-protected, .

middle-class action against

organized and  militant
workers and their families—
if the trade union move-
ment is not ‘mobilized to
support the power men and
defeat the anti-union laws.

It is the same fight.

The army cannot run the
power-stations. The threat of
troops was part of a ruth-
less strategy to frighten union
leaders and isolate and crush
the power workers.

Support

. But no worker can allow
the Tories to carry through
the rest of their plan.

Expressions and demon- -
strations of support and
solidarity from factories, trades
councils, union branches and
district committees are vital
on the road to defeating the
anti-union laws.
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