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COAL BOARD chief Lord
Robens took a leaf out of
Spiro T. Agnew's red-bait-
ing book when he called
for government measures to
make strike picketing
illegal.

Britain, he claimed, faced a
communist conspiracy to try
to achieve here industrially
what the Russians had
achieved in Hungary and
Czechoslovakia.

‘If the government wants to
seize the nettle firmly. it
would introduce a very
short Bill of wvery few
clauses and it would with-
draw the whole of the pro-
tection of the 1906 Act
from workpeople who break
the rules and were on un-
official strike.

‘This would make their picket-
ing illegal. It would be an
assembly. It would be a
restraint on trade and in-
stead of the police having
to protect the picket lines
they could disperse them.”

Carr was ‘wasting his time’'—
the Tories would be ‘in the
middle of the next election
before the Industrial Rela-
tions Bill bites fully’.

Robens’ anti-union attack went
hand-in-hand with his pro-
posal for a minimum wage.
It should be fixed about the
present minimum to ‘en-
courage the man with the
bad back to get better
quickly’.

No wonder the Tories con-
firmed Robens in his Coal
Board post after they took
office. This former Labour
minister is now more royal-
ist than the King.

But there is a vitally import-
ant reason for his attack at
this time,.

He is able to speak out now
only because the miners’
strike was broken by the
Communist Party, which
first opposed strike action
and then put itself at its
head in order to lead the
miners back without win-
ning a penny from the Coal
Board and the Tory govern-
ment.

Robens is well aware of the
CP's role. For years he and
NUM general secretary
William Paynter had a close
relationship while pits were
closed with no official union
action against them.

In his book ‘Human Engineer-
ing’ Robens goes out of his
way to rebutt the idea of a
communist conspiracy.

But the CP treachery_in sell-
ing out the miners’ strike
has opened the road for
Robens to whip up a witch-
hunt in aid of Tory attacks
on fundamental working-
class rights. -

The lesson here is abundantly
clear: the more Stalinism
retreats, the more arrogant
and demanding the Tories
and their allies become.

Toryism today is insatiable. It
cannot be bought off by
concessions, any more than
it will make concessions in
response to protests, as the
Stalinists treacherously main-
tain.

Stalinism’s  mouthpieces are
spreading the deceitful lie
that protest strikes will
force the Tories to with-
draw the Industrial Rela-
tions Bill. .

On the contrary, protests by
themsglves can only serve
to encourage the Tories.

The only response to the Tory
plans is to mobilize the
working class to bring them
down.

The first essential for such a
campaign is a ruthless and
unremitting battle against
Stalinist deceit and treach-
ery, which is now the chief
force in weakening the
struggle in the face of the
Tory enemy. :

-the Soviet
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Force

AS THE ANTI-UNION Bill day

draws nearer, the retreat of the
TUC is changing from a canter

into a furious gallop.

If the Tories are experiencing any
difficulty in cornering their quarry now,
it is certainly not due to the vigour
of its resistance, but because of the

incredible speed of its flight.

The 1UC has no intention of fighting the

anti-union laws.

Its leaders hope instead to cover their
wretched and ignominious trail with moun-
petitions and Tregional
conferences in London, Newcastle, Glasgow,
Leeds, Liverpool, Cardiff, Bristol, Birmingham
and probably Manchester and Southampton.

tains of literature,

In the meanwhile the Tories, vastly en-
couraged by the retreat of the National Union
of Mineworkers’ leaders and determined to
short circuit the electricity supply workers’
wage claim, are advancing with visors posi-
tioned and lances lowered on a half-suspect-
. ing working class.

Confident

“The Tories at present are confident of. .
passing their legislation unimpeded because
they see the triviality and irrelevance of the
TUC’s opposition exemplified by its lament
laws are

that the anti-union
‘political dogma’!

It is precisely because the TUC, the CP
and the ‘lefts’ shy away from the political
struggle that the
Tories can crow that they will not be
pushed around by the unions as the Labour

consequences of this

government was.

@® THE ‘LEFTS—Hugh Scanlon and Jack
Jones—will join right wingers Lord Cooper
and Sir Sidney Greene as TUC representa-
on the liaison committee with the
Shadow Cabinet and trade union group of
Parliamentary Labour Party and the

tives

MPs,
Party’s national executive.

They are telling workers
that if the Bill goes through,
which they say is probable,
then they will passively resist
and not co-operate.

N,

- Evasion

They are evading the politi-
cal and class nature of this
struggle and are allowing the
Tories to fasten the halter of
dictatorship on the working
class.

@ THE STALINISTS sedu-
lously cultivate the illusion
that the Tories will fall over
and play dead, like the Labour
government in 1969, if some
protest activity is organized.

This is also the policy of
leaders. Radio
Mostow on Friday, November
20 described Dec 8 as a
strike ‘aimed against the greed
of the employers’! Presurnably
it has nothing to do with
politics.

Any worker who has read
the contents of Carr’s ‘con-
sultative’ document will see
its extremely sinister politi~
cal implications.

He will see
enormous power which the
Bill gives to the state to
financially destroy political
parties, papers and members
of such parties if they get in-
volved in so-called ‘unauthor-
ized industrial actions’.

clearly the

Menace

Some conception of the
menace is given in yestérday's
revelation that the penalties
on workers could be £25 a
day and on unions £5,000 a
day!

Mr Feather says this is
‘shocking and disastrous'—it
is no less ‘shocking and dis-
astrous’ than the TUC's com-
placency and inanity.

Theé situation is so desper-
ate that some sections of the
Stalinist - dominated protest
movement have been forced
to give a distorted echo to the

Workers Press campaign
against the Tories.
This is revealed in the

statement of the Kingson dis-
trict committee of the AEF
and the National Society of
Metal Mechanics which has
been issued for December 8.
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Beer up 2d

ALLIED Breweries, Britain's
second largest brewers, are to
raise the price of draught

‘Double Diamond’ and draught

and bottled ‘Skol’ lager by 2d
a pint from Monday.

Several other draught mild
beers—mainly sold in the NE
—will also be increased by
2d. The price increases affect
public-bar prices.

Costly housing

RENTS of council houses will
undoubtedly rise so astro-
nomically that soon only rich
people will be able to live in
them, Frank Allaun, Labour
MP for Salford East, claims
in an architectural magazine
this week.

Because of the government’s
cuts in council house subsi-
dies rent would soar and the
result would be a serious de-
cline in council house build-
ing, he says.

the union

act

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

OVER 2,000 plane-makers
gave a lead to workers in
SW London yesterday when
they voted to strike against
the government’s anti-union
laws on December 8.

The strike will close the
large Hawker Siddeley Avia-
tion plant at Kingston which
makes the bodies for the
Harrier vertical take-off jet.

This is the first factory in
the Kingston area to declare
for strike action on December
8 and others may follow.

Already the Kingston district
committee of the Amalgamated
Engineers and Foundry-
workers' Union has called for
stoppages on the day.

‘Take stand’

Speaking at an open air
mass meeting which voted
almost unanimously for the
stoppage, chairman of the
works committee, Bert Deller,
told Hawker workers:
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Big business
demands
‘unpleasant
measures’

PRESSURE for emergency Tory action to
hold down wages is rapidly being notched up.

A warning that the em-
ployers do not have suffi-
cient time to wait in the
hope that ‘the combination
of rising costs, difficult
markets and high unem-

Maximum jail
for Geismar

MAXIMUM  sentence of
two years’ imprisonment and
a 2,000-franc fine was im-
posed at the Paris State
Security Court on Tuesday
against French Maoist leader
Alain Geismar.

The 3l-year-old science
teacher already faces an
18-month sentence imposed
in October for alleged vio-
lence against the police.

This time he was charged
with reconstituting the ‘Pro-
letarian Left’ organization,
banned by the Ministry of
the Interior last May to-
gether with eight other left-
wing groups, including the
Organisation Communiste
Internationaliste, the French
section of the Intermational
Committee of the Foutrh
International. :

In a couri statement Geis-
mar attacked. the judges and
refused to remain in the
room while sentence—even
stiffier than the 18 months
demanded by the prosecutor
—was passed.

Geismar now faces a total
of 42 months’ rigorous im-
prisonment simply because
he refused to renounce his
elementary right to express
his political views,

The most despicable role
of all has been played by
the French Communist Party
leaders. ’

Their response to the
Gaullist government’s re-
pressive legislation against
the left has been to print
the foulest and most slan-
derous accusations they can
find against ‘leftists’.

The Stalinist newspaper
‘L’Humanité’ excelled itself
last week on the eve of
Geismar’s trial when it de-
voted 26 columns to an un-
believably tendentious series
smearing unnamed ‘leftists’
as criminals.

Written by Alain Guerin,
this article is shot full of
inaccuracies and lies, while
nine-tenths of it represents
only the fevered workings

Alain Geismar

of Guerin’s own imagination.

This is how ‘L’Humanité’
and French Stalinism pre-
pare to fight the mounting
repression.

By their criminal failure
to organize the slightest
protest against the legal
witch-hunt they are opening
the door for major attacks
on the trade unions and
on the rights of all workers,
CP members included.

@® Free Alain Geismar
now. Send telegrams and
letters to French Embassy,
11 Kensington Palace Gar-
dens, London; W8.

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

ployment will break the
inflationary cycle’ is made
by the December issue of
the  influential business
magazine ‘Management To-
day’. 3

‘HOW MUCH?”’

‘The gquestion’, says a
sharply-worded editorial, ‘is
how much time and how
much unemployment.’

Criticizing Tory leader
Edward Heath’s resistance
to a statutory wage freeze,
it says that ‘the situation
confronting British industry
and government is now
extremely serious.

‘Plainly inflation on this
scale cannot be broken with-
out a combination of un-
pleasant measures.’

The magazine's call comes
hard on the heels of a warn-
ing from the powerful
Charterhouse financial, in-
dustrial and banking group
that . the Tories may be
forced into a pay freeze.

‘WON'T WORK’

Government reliance on
monetary policy rather than
statutory intervention
against wages, said the
group’s quarterly business
forecast, ‘will not work
quickly enough. . . .

‘Although employers have
resisted strikes in support
of claims in some instances,
offers have been made well
in excess of 10 per cent.

The daily paper
that leads the

fight against the
Tory government

PRICE 6d.

London postmen meeting at St Martin-le-Grand yesterday.

Anti-Tory strike

LIGHTNIING strikes will disrupt postal services
today as postmen and sorting-office staff give
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their answer to what they see as a political move

by the government in firing GPO chief Lord Hall.

These will be a con-
tinuation of the unofficial
stoppages that swept
through the capital and
provinces yesterday as an
anti-Tory mood spread
rapidly among Post Office
workers.

Mass meetings were held in
many London sorting offices
to consider further walk-outs
today and the national execu-
tive of the Union of Post
Office Workers indicated that
the stoppages would have
their approval, though they
would not be official.

Jock Cowan, Paddington
No. 1 UPW branch secretary,
said that stoppages would
occur at the big Paddington
sorting office both during last

| night and today.

~““We will stop work at timies
.that: will embarrass the de-

partment the most,” he said.

. Pgst Office workers see the

sacking as an act of deliberate
policy by the Tory govern-
ment,

Lord Hall was at least will-
ing to discuss the UPW claim
for a £3 across-the-board in-
crease and an extra week’s
holiday.

HOSTILE

Post Office workers also
claim he was hostile to moves
by the government to hive off
the more profitable aspects of
Post Office operations to
private enterprise.

These may include the de-
nationalization of the lucrative
National Data Processing com-
puter service offered by the
PO to private firms.

‘We feel that the sacking of
Lord Hill will be detrimental
to the industry, especially
since he is likely to be re-
placed by a Tory who will—
in line with the philosophy of
this government—be in favour
of the run-down of the Post
Office,” said Mr Cowan.

In the City of London, al-

most 3,000 postmen struck
for ‘90 minutes.
John Taylor, UPW City

branch secretary, said that the
men took the action to de-
monstrate their disgust at the
sacking of a man who has
‘done everything to make the
industry work efficiently’.

Speaking at a mass meeting
of 1,000 City postal workers

Mr Taylor said that the sack-.

ing of Lord Hall was ‘clearly
an attempt by the Tory gov-
ernment to interfere in the
working of the Post Office.

‘The political implications
are very deep. It is part of a
plan to hive off the profitable
parts of the nationalized in-
dustry, together with the Giro
and telecommunications sec-
tors to the private sector.

‘They want someone who is
going to work under the
direction of this Tory govern-
ment,” he added.

SUSPICIOUS

Another London  district
organizer, Bob Clay, said that
they viewed the move with
great suspicion.

“The Tories watched the
progress of Lord Hall and
decided that he would be too
soft on the wages issue and
too soft when it comes to
dealing with industrial rela-
tions,” he said.

About 200 engineers at the
Post Office tower in London
stopped work for half an
hour today to attend a meet-
ing as ‘an expression of dis-
gust’ over the sacking.

PO switchboard cperators in
Derby, Nottingham and Mans-
field staged short token
strikes, but kept 999 service
going.

£661 ds 1l

WE HAVYE .five days left to
raise £389 16s 1d. Every effort

must now be made t¢ com-
plete the fund on time.

The determination of the
Tories to press ahead with
their anti-union laws convinces
us that protest action is not
enough to stop them,

Only a political struggle,
which the Workers Press
alone is waging, can defeat
this government and drive it

back.

This paper is vital today.
Give it all your support by
raising as much as vou can
towards the November fund.
Post your donations today to:

Workers Press
Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4,
(IR TR

John Taylor, UPW
City branch secretary
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Plashet School
Plashet Grove
East Ham

Visit Aladdin ~ *:;
and his
=% Magic Lamp &

& DOORs OPEN
12 NOON

" All Trades
Unions Alliance

- Second Annual
Conference

THE CHARTER OF
BASIC RIGHTS

The right to a job, to strike and
organize, to retain gains made,
to fair prices, to welfare benefits

and to decent housing.

Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM
Sat. December 19
Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth 10.30. am

For delegates’ or visitors' credentials send 5s
to Alan Wilkins, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styvechale, Coventry.
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\ AS THE ANTI-UNION Bill day
draws nearer, the retreat of the
TUC is changing from a canter
into a furious gallop.

LIGHTNIING strikes will disrupt postal services
today as postmen and sorting-office staff give
their answer to what they see as a political move
by the government in firing GPO chief Lord Hall.

PLANE-
MAKERS

stands at

COAL BOARD chief Lord

Robens took a leaf out of
Spiro T. Agnew’s red-bait-
ing book when he called
for government measures to
make strike picketing
illegal.

Britain, he claimed, faced a
communist conspiracy to try
to achieve here industrially
what the Russians had
achieved in Hungary and
Czechoslovakia.

‘If the government wants to
seize the nettle firmly- it
would introduce a very
short Bill of very few
clauses and it would with-
draw the whole of the pro-
tection of the 1906 Act
from workpeople who break
the rules and were on un-
official strike.

‘This- would make their picket-
ing illegal. It would be an
assembly. It would be a
restraint on trade and in-
stead of the police having
to protect the picket lines
they could disperse them.

Carr was ‘wasting his time—
the Tories would be ‘in the
middle of the next election
before the Industrial Rela-
tions Bill bites fully’.

Robens’ anti-union attack went
hand-in-hand with his pro-
posal for a minimum wage.
It should be fixed about the
present minimum to ‘en-
courage the man with the
bad back to get better
quickly’.

No wonder the Tories con-
firmed Robens in his Coal
Board post after they took
office. This former Labour
minister is now more royal-
ist than the King.

But there is a vitally import-
ant reason for his attack at
this time.

He is able to speak out now
only because the miners’
strike was broken by the
Communist Party, which
first opposed 'strike action
and then put itself at its
head in order to lead the
miners back without win-
ning a penny from the Coal
Board and the Tory govern-
ment.

Robens is well aware of the
CP’s role. For years he and
NUM general secretary
William Paynter had a close
relationship while pits were
closed with no official union
action against them.

In his book ‘Human Engineer-
ing’ Robens goes out of his
way to rebutt the idea of a
communist conspiracy.

But the CP treachery_in sell-
ing out the miners’ strike
has opened the road for
Robens to whip up a witch-
hunt in aid of Tory attacks
on fundamental working-
class rights. ~

The lesson here is abundantly
clear: the more Stalinism
retreats, the more arrogant
and demanding the Tories
and their allies become.

Toryism today is insatiable. It
cannot be bought off by
concessions, any more than
it will make concessions in
response to protests, as the
Stalinists treacherously main-
tain.

Stalinism’s mouthpieces are
spreading the deceitful lie
that protest strikes will
force the Tories to with-
draw the Industrial Rela-
tions Bill. .

On the contrary, protests by
themsglves can only' serve
to encourage the Tories.

The only response to the Tory
plans is to mobilize the
working class to bring them
down.

The first essential for such a
campaign is a ruthless and
unremitting battle against
Stalinist deceit and treach-
ery, which is now the chief
force in weakening the
struggle in the face of the
Tory enemy.

If the Tories are experiencing any
difficulty in cornering their quarry now,
it is certainly not due to the vigour
of its resistance, but because of the

incredible speed of its flight.

The 1UC has no intention of fighting the

anti-union laws.

Its leaders hope instead to cover their
wretched and ignominious trail with moun-
petitions and ‘regional
conferences in London, Newcastle, Glasgow,
Leeds, Liverpool, Cardiff, Bristol, Birmingham
and probably Manchester and Southampton.

tains of literature,

In the meanwhile the Tories, vastly en-
couraged by the retreat of the National Union
of Mineworkers’ leaders and determined to
circuit the electricity supply workers’
wage claim, are advancing with visors posi-
tioned and lances lowered on a half-suspect-
_ ing working class.

Confident

The Tories at present are confident of. .
passing their legislation unimpeded because
they see the triviality and irrelevance of the
TUC’s opposition exemplified by its lament
are based on

short

that the anti-union laws

‘political dogma’ !

It is precisely because the TUC, the CP
and the ‘lefts’ shy away from the political
consequences of this struggle that the
Tories can crow that they will not be
pushed around by the unions as the Labour

government was.

@ THE ‘LEFTS'—Hugh Scanlon and Jack
Jones—will join right wingers Lord Cooper
and Sir Sidney Greene as TUC representa-
tives on the liaison committee with the
Shadow Cabinet and trade union group of
MPs, Parliamentary Labour Party and the

Party’s national executive.

They are telling workers
that if the Bill goes through,
which they say is probable,
then they will passively resist
and not co-operate.

v FEvasion

They are evading the politi-
cal and class nature of this
struggle and are allowing the
Tories to fasten the halter of
dictatorship on the working
class.

@ THE STALINISTS sedu-
lously cultivate the illusion
that the Tories will fall over
and play dead, like the Labour
government in 1969, if some
protest activity is organized.

This is also the policy of
the Soviet leaders. Radio
Mostow on Friday, November
20 described Dec 8 as a
strike ‘aimed against the greed
of the employers’! Presumabl
it has nothing to do wit
politics.

Any worker who has read
the contents of Carr’s ‘con-
sultative’ document will see
its extremely sinister politi-
cal implications.

He will see clearly the
enormous power which the
Bill gives to the state to
financially destroy political
parties, papers and members
of such parties if they get in-
volved in so-called ‘unauthor-
ized industrial actions’.

Menace

Some conception of the
menace is given in yesterday's
revelation that the penalties
on workers could be £25 a
day and on unions £5,000 a
day !

Mr Feather says this is
‘shocking and disastrous’—it
is no less ‘shocking and dis-
astrous’ than the TUC’s com-
placency and inanity.

Theé situation is so desper-
ate that some sections of the
Stalinist - dominated protest
movement have been forced
to give a distorted echo to the

Workers Press campaign
against the Tories.
This is revealed in the

statement of the Kingson dis-
trict committee of the AEF
and the National Society of
Metal Mechanics which has
been issued for December 8.
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Beer up 2d

ALLIED Breweries, Britain’s
second largest brewers, are to

raise the price of draught

‘Double Diamond’ and draught
and bottled ‘Skol’ lager by 2d
a pint from Monday.

Several other draught mild
beers—mainly sold in the NE
—will also be increased by
2d. The price increases affect
public-bar prices.

Costly housing

RENTS of council houses will
undoubtedly rise so astro-
nomically that soon only rich
people will be able to live in
them, Frank Allaun, Labour
MP for Salford East, claims
in an architectural magazine
this week.

Beqause of the government’s
cuts in council house subsi-
dies rent would soar and the
result would be a serious de-
cline in council house build-
ing, he’ says.

act

B8Y STEPHEN JOHNS

OVER 2,000 plane-makers
gave a lead to workers in
SW London yesterday when
they voted to strike against
the government’s anti-union
laws on December 8.

The strike will close the
large Hawker Siddeley Avia-
tion plant at Kingston which
makes the bodies for the
Harrier vertical take-off jet.

This is the first factory in
the Kingston area to declare
for strike action on December
8 and' others may follow.

Already the Kingston district
committee of the Amalgamated
Engineers and Foundry-
workers’ Union has called for
stoppages on the day.

‘Take stand’

Speaking at an open air
mass meeting which voted
almost unanimously for the
stoppage, chairman of the
works committee, Bert Deller,
told Hawker workers:
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These will be a con-
tinuation of the unofficial
stoppages that swept
through the capital and
provinces yesterday as an
anti-Tory mood spread
rapidly among Post Office
workers.

Mass meetings were held in
many London sorting offices
to consider further walk-outs
today and the national execu-
tive of the Union of Post
Office Workers indicated that
the stoppages would have
their approval, though they
would not be official.

Jock Cowan, Paddington
No. 1 UPW branch secretary,
said that stoppages would
occur at the big Paddington
sorting office both during last
night and today.

9-1“We will stop work at times

J].that. will embarrass the de-
partment the most,’” he said.
1. - Post. Office workers see the
sacking as an act of delibérate
policy by the Tory govern-
ment.

Lord Hall was at least will-
ing to discuss the UPW claim
for a £3 across-the-board in-
crease and an extra week’s
holiday.

HOSTILE

Post Office workers also
claim he was hostile to moves
by the government to hive off
the more profitable aspects of

-Big business
demands
‘unpleasant
measures’

PRESSURE for emergency Tory action to
hold down wages is rapidly being notched up.

A warning that the em-
ployers do not have suffi-
cient time to wait in the
hope that ‘the combination
of rising costs, difficult
markets and high unem-

Maximum jaﬁil‘
for Geismar

MAXIMUM sentence of
two years’ imprisonment and
a 2,000-franc fine was im-
posed at the Paris State
Security Court on Tuesday
against French Maoist leader
Alain Geismar.

The 31-year-old science
teacher already faces an
18-month sentence imposed
in October for alleged vio-
lence against the police.

This time he was charged
with reconstituting the ‘Pro-
letarian Left’ organization,
banned by the Ministry of
the Interior last May to-
gether with eight other left-
wing groups, including the
Organisation = Communiste
Internationaliste, the French
section of the International
Committee of the Foutrh
International. .

In a couri statement Geis-
mar attacked the judges and
refused to remain in the
room while sentence—even
stiffer than the 18 months
gemanded by the prosecutor
—was passed.

Geismar now faces a total
of 42 months’ rigorous im-
prisonment simply because
he refused to renounce his
elementary right to express
his political views.

The most despicable role
of all has been played by
the French Communist Party
leaders. '

Their response to the
Gaullist government’s re-
pressive legislation against

the left has been to print
the foulest and most slan-
derous accusations they can
find against ‘leftists’.

The Stalinist newspaper
‘L’Humanité’ excelled itself
last week on the eve of
Geismar’s trial when it de-
voted 26 columns to an un-
believably tendentious series
smearing unnamed ‘leftists’
as criminals.

Written by Alain Guerin,
this article is shot full of
inaccuracies and lies, while
nine-tenths of it represents
only the fevered workings

Alain Geismar

of Guerin’s own imagination.

This is how ‘L’Humanité’
and French Stalinism pre-
pare to fight the mounting
repression.

By their criminal failure
to organize the slightest
protest against the legal
witch-hunt they are opening
the door for major attacks
on the trade unions and
on the rights of all workers,
CP members included.

@ Free Alain Geismar
now. Send telegrams and
letters to French Embassy,
11 Kensington Palace Gar-
dens, London; W8.

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

ployment will break the
inflationary cycle’ is made
by the December issue of
the influential  business
magazine ‘Management To-
day’. . .

‘HOW MUCH?

‘The question’, says a
sharply-worded editorial, ‘is
how much time and how
much unemployment.’

Criticizing Tory leader
Edward Heath’s resistance
to a statutory wage freeze,
it says that ‘the situation
confronting British industry
and government is now
extremely serious.

‘Plainly inflation on this
scale cannot be broken with--
out a combination of un-
pleasant measures.’

The magazine’s call comes
hard on the heels of a warn-
ing from the powerful
Charterhouse financial, in-
dustrial and banking group
that . the Tories , may be
forced into a pay 'freeze.

‘WON’'T WORK’

Government reliance on
monetary policy rather than
statutory intervention
against wages, said the
group’s quarterly business
forecast, ‘will not work
quickly enough. . ..

‘Although employers have
resisted strikes in support
of claims in some instances,
offers have been made well
in excess of 10 per cent.’

Post Office operations to
private enterprise.

These may include the de-
nationalization of the lucrative
National Data Processing com-
puter service offered by the
PO to private firms.

‘We feel that the sacking of
Lord Hill will be detrimental
to the industry, especially
since he is likely to be re-
placed by a Tory who will—
in line with the philosophy of
this government—be in favour
of the run-down of the Post
Office,’ said Mr Cowan.

In the City of London, al-
most 3,000 postmen struck
for ‘90 minutes.

John Taylor, UPW City
branch secretary, said that the
men took the action to de-
monstrate their disgust at the
sacking of a man who has
‘done everything to make the
industry work efficiently’.

Speaking at a mass meeting
of 1,000 City postal workers
Mr Taylor said that the sack-
ing of Lord Hall was ‘clearly
an attempt by the Tory gov-
ernment to interfere in the
working of the Post Office.

‘The political implications
are very deep. It is part of a
plan to hive off the profitable
parts of the nationalized in-
dustry, together with the Giro
and telecommunications sec-
tors to the private sector.

‘They want someone who is
going to work under the
direction of this Tory govern-
ment,” he added.

SUSPICIOUS

Another London district
organizer, Bob Clay, said that
they viewed the move with
great suspicion.

‘The Tories watched the
progress of Lord Hall and
decided that he would be too
soft on the wages issue and
too soft when it comes to
dealing with industrial rela-
tions,” he said.

About 200 engineers at the
Post Office tower in London
stopped work for half an
hour today to attend a meet-
ing as ‘an expression of dis-
gust’ over the sacking.

PO switchboard cperators in
Derby, Nottingham and Mans-
field staged short token
strikes, but kept 999 service
going.

John Taylor, UPW
City branch secretary

£6061 3s 1

WE HAVE (ive days left to
raise £389 16s 1d. Every effort
must now be made to com-
plete the fund on time.
The determination of the
Torics to press ahead
their anti-union laws convinces
us that protest action is not
enough to stop them,

in) a political  struggle,
which  the Workers Press
alone is waging, can defeat

this government and drive it
back. '
Yhis paper is vital today.
Give it all your support by
raising as much as you can
towards the November fund.
Post your donations today to:
Workers Press
Appeal Fund,
i86a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4,
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Something for everyone at the YOUNG SOCIALISTS

GIANT XMAS BAZAAR
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Plashet School
Plashet Grove
East Ham
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All Trades

Unions Allian

- Second Annual
Conference

Discuss

THE CHARTER OF
BASIC RIGHTS

The right to a job, to strike and
organize, to retain gains made,
to fair prices, to welfare benefits

and to decent housing.

Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM
Sat. December 19
Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth 10.30. am

For delegates’ or visitors’ credentials send 5s
to Alan Wilkins, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styvechale, Coventry.
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ILLUSTRATION
SHOWING

LIFE’S
material is the

central  building

element
carbon.

The basic molecules of life—
sugars, carbohydrates, fats and
proteins — contain a carbon
‘chassis’ to which are attached
other chemical components.

Individual carbon atoms circu-
late from dead to living matter
and back again in what biolo-
gists call the carbon cycle.

The main such cycle starts
with the gas carbon dioxide in
air, which is incorporated into
living matter and then passes
back into air. Some of the
carbon is trapped in the form of
rotting wood, dead animals etc.,
which may eventually yield fur-
ther quantities of the gas or be
converted into peat, coal or oil
over a period of millions of years.

In living material, carbon com-
pounds are converted to sugars
—and from them are formed the
other life-molecules.

Indiscriminate
consumption

In order to grasp the effects
of man’s indiscriminate consump-
tion of fossil fuels on his environ-
ment, let us look closely at the
carbon-dioxide cycle in plants
and green vegetation.

Green plants convert the gas
into sugars through photosyn-
thesis: conversion takes place
when sunlight falls on leaves.

incorporate
carbon

Different
different
dioxide.

plants
amounts of

In a tropical rain forest,
where vegetation is lush and fast-
growing, as much as two Kkilo-
grams of carbon may be ‘fixed’
every year by each square metre
of forest vegetation.

The Arctic tundra and near-
barren desert regions, where
growing plants are sparse, may
only use one per cent of that
amount.

The amount of the gas which
is taken in varies with the sea-
son and the time of day, too.

If the amount of carbon-
dioxide in the atmosphere is
measured in a forest at various
heights above the ground,
marked changes ogcur in a 24-
hour period.

The night-time carbon dioxide
concentration is about 320 parts
per million. However, when the
sun rises, photosynthesis leads to
a rapid fall in the carbon dioxide
level as the gas is converted to
sugars.

CARBON CYCLE

suiamiii[:

LLDSL]

Mlan and Nature

Towards noon, as the tem-
perature rises and the humidity
decreases, the rate of fall levels
out with the carbon dioxide

concentration below the daily .

average.

At sunset, photosynthesis
ceases and the plants take in
oxygen and give out carbon
dioxide. At this stage the con-
centration may exceed 400 parts
per million near the ground.

This high value is party due to
the release of the gas from
decomposing organic maatter in
the soil and partly to the

tendency of air to stagnate near i

the ground at night.

The earth’s forests contain
between 400 and 500 thousand
million ' tons of carbon or
roughly two-thirds of the amount
present as carbon dioxide in the
air,

However, only a small frac-
tion of the immense mass of
carbon at or near the surface
of the earth is in rapid circula-
tion in the biosphere. The bulk
consists of deposits such as chalk
and limestone, together with
organic fossil deposits such as
oil shale, coal and petroleum.

Over the last century the
burning of fossil fuel has released
large quantities of carbon dioxide
into the atmosphere. Currently
between 5,000 and 6,0000 mil-
lion tons of fossil carbon a year
are relased.

Carbon dioxide
content

Within the past 100 years the
carbon dioxide content of the
atmosphere has risen from 290
parts per million to 320 parts,
and more than a fifth of this
increase has occurred in the last
decade.

Only about a third of the gas
released from fossil fuels has
gone into the air. Most of the
remaining two-thirds has prob-
ably dissolved in the sea, and
some of it may have increased
the total amount of land vege-
tation.

Since 1850, many areas of
forest have been cleared for
agricultural purposes. The pat-
tern of carbon dioxide produc-
tion and consumption has there-
fore altered dramatical'ly under
the impact of changed agricul-
tural techniques.

Fossil fuels are importan
materials in the chemical and
pharmaceutical industries and are
burned for energy.

ri v-;uld like information about\

| THE SOCIALIST '
1 LABOUR LEAGUE!

Name

Fill in the form below and send to NATIONAL
SECRETARY, SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE,
I 186A CLAPHAM HIGH ST, LONDON, SW4.

I Address
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Alternative sources of energy,
such as hydraulic or nuclear
power, are used only when
dictated by the profit motive.

The indiscriminate change
from forest to field has produced
huge imbalances in the carbon
cycle and the drive for greatest

" yield of crops from the smallest

area has also disrupted basic
processes involving the element
nitrogen.

Chemical
. compounds

Over. three-quarters of:. the
atmosphere is nitrogen, but it
can only be used by plants and
animals as part of chemical com-
pounds. In -nature, . nitrogen
from' the air is fixed by small
bacteria in small plants.

But it can now be ‘fixed’ by
artificial means as well—mainly
to produce fertilizer. Since 1950
this has increased fourfold.

It now equals the amount that
was fixed by all terrestial life
before artificial nitrogen fixation
began.

Before the large-scale manu-
facture of synthetic fertilizers

the amount of nitrogen removed -

from the atmosphere was bal-
anced by the amount returned
by- organisms that convert
organic '‘fixed’ nitrogen to the
gas form.

Fixation
processes

Now scientists are not sure
that processes that return nitro-
gen to the air can keep pace
with the fixation processes.

It is known, however, that
nitrogen  compounds  washed
from the soil into streams and
rivers can kill many fish by
removing most of the oxygen
normally present in the water.

Water affected in this way is
also a danger to human babies
and some water supplies already
contain dangerous amounts.

Excessive use of fertilizers can
also exhaust essential soil min-
erals like potassium and phos-
phates.

Nevertheless, in capitalist agri-
culture profits come first in the

. short-term whatever the long-

term dangers.

As a recent article in a
scientific magazine stated:

‘At present it is economically
sounder [more profitable] for
the farmer to keep adding indus-
trial fertilizers to his corps.’

The price of this can be the

‘ death of human beings and areas

of land rendered unfit for culti-
vation.

What is required is a‘planned
agriculmrq} system in which the
production of fqod i§ carried out
with the use of new fertilizers
and a careful ecological balance
is maintained. This, of course,
presupposes food production for
use and not for profit. -

Insecticide

DDT

Another danger of the indis-
criminate use of modern chemis-
try and its products in agricul-
ture is exemplified by the case
of the insecticide DDT.

Relatively small amounts of
DDT in food can, it is thought,
cause tumours.

But huge amounts of DDT
have been used almost indis-
criminately since the war without
taking into account possible
effects on the balance of nature.

Yet it is possible to control
insect pests in many other ways,
particularly by introducing
animals that live on them. In
this way a new balance can be
made and sustained. /

Naturally, the giant capitalist
chemical monopolies would not
find the alternatives as profitable
as the use of pesticides.

These examples underline the
breakdown of empiricism as a
progressive scientific approach in
the epoch of imperialist decay.

The continuation of ‘the bit-by-
bit approach in the interests of

LONDON
Saturday, November 28

Plashet School
(or East Ham tube)
Doors open 12 noon

‘Help_the Young Socialists
make their

GRAND XMAS
BAZAARS

a great success

If you are able to sew, knit, paint and can make
goods for our bazaars. If you can give us jumble,
gifts, tins of grocery. Please contact Young Socialists
Bazaars, 186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

THE BAZAARS ARE AT:

LEEDS
Saturday, December 12
Corn Exchange
Leed

s
Doors open 12 noon

profit now spells disaster.

The ‘pollution problem’ is
inseparably a part of the sys-

tem which results in wars,
slumps and mass unemploy-
ment.

The ecological crisis cannot be
resolved in a bit-by-bit fashion
any more than capitalism can be
reformed to operate in the
interests of the working class.

All attempts by the anti-
pollution experts to avoid these
central questions must lead to

Hailure and, in fact, provide the

safety-valve so necessary to the

- continuation of imperialist rule.

@ To be continued.

BY N. MAKANDA

THE VISIT OF Dr
Michael Ramsey,
Britain’s Anglican arch-
bishop, to S Africa this
month must have posed
him with several prob-
lems.

ARCHBISHOP
RAMSEY

How, for example, could he
_justify his church’s ‘criticisms’
of apartheid when it has, at
the same time, a vast vested
interest in it?

Another problem was how
to explain away to the African
and coloured clergy in the
Anglican church why they

VORSTER

BBC 1

Blue Peter.
about. 5.50 News, weather.
6.00 NATIONWIDE. London.
6.45 THE DOCTORS.
7.05 TOP OF THE POPS.

10.10 24 HOURS.

11.20
11.45 Weather.

All regions as above except:

Midlands, E Anglia: 6.00-6.45 Nation-
wide. Midlands today. Look East,
weather, 11.47 News, weather.

North, NW, NE, Cumberland and

Westmorland:  6.00-6.45

Nationwide.
Look North, weather. 11.47 News,
weather,

Wales: 6.00-6.45 Wales today, weather.
Nationwide, 6.45-7.05 Heddiw. 7.45-

BBC 2

11.00-11.20 a.m. Play school.
7.00 p.m. KNOW HOW.
7.30 NEWSROOM and weather.

8.15 THE MONEY PROGRAMME.
9.00

10.05 NEWS ON 2 and weather.

1TV

6.02 TODAY.
6.35 LAUREL AND HARDY.
6.40 PEYTON PLACE.

7.40 THURSDAY FILM.

destruction.
9.30 THIS WEEK.
10.00 NEWS AT TEN.
10.30 CINEMA.

12.00 midnight
Chardin.

CHANNEL: 11.00 London. 2.55-3.30
Lottery. 4.00 Puffin’s birthday greet-
ings. - 4.10 Origami. 4.25 Mona
McCluskey. 4.55 Skippy. 5.20 Lon-
don. 6.00 News and weather. 6.10
Farming news. 6.15 Sports roundup.
-6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Film: ‘The Night
Holds Terror’. With Vince Edwards
and Jack Kelly 8.30 This is you life.
9.00 Queenie’s castle. 9.30 London.
11.00 All our yesterdays 11.25 News,
weather. -
|

WESTWARD. As Channel except: 3.58
News. 4.0 Gus Honeybun. 6.00
Diary. 11.30 Faith for life. 11.35
Weather.

SOUTHERN: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.00
Houseparty. 4.15 Ivor the engine.

9.38 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 12.30 p.m. Representing the union. 1.00-
1.25 Swyn y glec: 1.30 Watch with mother.
weather. 2.05-2.25 Schools. 4.20 Play school.

1.45-1.53 News and
4.40 Jackanory. 4.55

5.20 Scooby-doo, where are you? 5.44 Magic round-

7.45 BACHELOR FATHER. ‘Time To Go Home’.

8.15 THE MORECAMBE AND WISE SHOW.

9.00 THE NINE O’'CLOCK NEWS and weather.

9.20 PLAY FOR TODAY. ‘A Distant Thunder’. By Maurice Edelman,
MP. A boy’s hero worship of his father is threatened.

10.55 THE SHADOW OF PROGRESS.
IMPROVING YOUR PLAYGROUP.

REGIONAL BBC

8.15 Week in week out. 11.47
Weather.

Scotland: 6.00-6.45 Reporting Scot-
land, weather. Nationwide. 9.20-
10.10 Markheim. 11.47  News,
‘weather.

N Ireland: 6.00-6.45 Scene around
six, - weather. Nationwide. 11.47

News, weather.

SW, South, West: 6.00-6.45 Nation-
wide. Points West. South today.
Spotlight SW, weather. 11.47 News,
weather.

8.00 FIRST ELEVEN. ‘The Fighting Temeraire’ by J. M. W. Turner.

LOOK STRANGER. ‘The Valley of Animals’. ’
9.20 THE BLACK AND WHITE MINSTREL SHOW.

10.10 WORLD CINEMA TRIPLE BILL. ‘The Magnlficent Ambersons’.
Orson Welles's second feature film with Joseph Cotten, Agnes
Moorehead, Anne Baxter and Dolores Costello. An insufferable
aristocrat refuses to allow his family to break with tradition.

*

11.00 a.m.-3.00 p.m. Schools. 3.50 Granny gets the point. 4.17
Origami. 4.30 Crossroads. 4.55 Flipper. 5.20 Magpie. 5.50 News

7.10 QUEENIE’S CASTLE. ‘Just Good Friends’.
‘Crack In the World'.
Janette Scott, Kieron Moore and Alexander Knox. After. a
scientist detonates a nuclear bomb miles below the earth’s
surface an ever widening in the earth’s crust threatens global

With Dana Andrews,

11.00 THE AVENGERS. ‘Dead Man’s Treasure’.
TWENTIETH-CENTURY THINKERS. Tielhard de

\

REGIONAL ITV

4.30 London, 6.00 Day by day. 6.35
Man from Uncle. 7.25 Film: ‘Bede-
villed’. With Anne Baxter and Steve
Forrest. A student visiting Paris gets
involved in a plot to kill a nightclub
singer. 9.00 Queenie’s castle. 9.30
London. 11.00 News. 11.10 Julia. 11.40
Weather. Action 70.

HARLECH: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.18
Women today. 4.40 Hatty town. 4.55
- Forest rangers. 5.20 London. 6.01
Report West. 6.18 Report Wales. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Movie: “The Rat
Race’. With Tony Curtis and Debbie
Reynolds. A young and innocent jazz
musnclan comes to New York City.

Queenie’s castle. 9.30 London.
10 30 There’s no place like home.

11.00 [Edgar Walla 12 idnigh
Weather, & ce. midnight

HTV (West) colour channel

61 as
above except: 4.16-4.18 Report West,
6.18-6.35 Sport West.

HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 and
HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except: 5.20-5.50
Dibyn dobyn. 6.01-6.18 Y dydd.

ANGLIA: 10.58-2.55 = London. 4.30
News. 4.40 Rupert Bear. 4.50 Joe 90.
5.15 London. 6.00 About Anglia. 6.20
Arena. 6.35 Crossroads. ‘The
Hunchback of Notre Dame’. With
Charles Laughton and Maureen
O’Hara. A hideously deformed hunch-
bgck falls in love with a beautiful
gipsy girl. 9.00 Queenije’s castle. 9.30
1I.ondon 11.00 Prisoner. 11.55 Epi-
ogue,

ATV MIDLANDS: 11.00-2.55 London.
3.49 Horoscope. 3.52 Women today.
4.10 Peyton Place. 4.40 Enchanted
house, 4.55 Fireball XL5. 5.15 Lon-
don. 6.00 ATV today. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 Movie: ‘The Three Musketeers’.
With Gene Kelly, June Allyson, Lana
Turner and Van Heflin. 9.00 Queenie’s

castle. 9.30 London. 11.00 Avengers,
weather.
ULSTER: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.30

Romper room. 4.50 News. 4.55 Joe 90.
5.20 London. 6.00 UTV reports. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Cartoon treat. 7.05
Branded. 7.35 Name of the game.
9.00 Queenie’s castle. 9.30 London.
11.00 What's it all about? 11.20 Love,
American style.

YORKSHIRE: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.00
Houseparty. 4.15 London. 4.30 Mati-
nee. 4.55 Rainbow country. 5,20
London. 6.00 Calendar, weather. 6.30
Saint. 7.25 ‘No Time For Tears’.
With Anna Neagle, Anthony Quayle,
George Baker, Sylvia Syms and Flora
Robson. Life in and around a child-
ren’s hospital. 9.00 Queeniie’s castle.
P.30 London. .11.00 Untouchables.
11.55 Weather.

GRANADA: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.10
News. Peyton Place. 4.40 Enchanted
house. 4:55 Forest rangers. 5.15 Lon-
don. 6.01 Six-o-one. 6.20 This is
your right. 6.30 Man from Uncle,
7.30 Film: ‘The Warriors’. With Errol
Flynn, Joanne Dru and Peter Finch.
A truce is in force between the
French and the English, but the
scheming Count de Ville has no in-
tention of maintaining it. 9.00
Queenie’s castle. 9.30 London. 11.00 |
Tom Jones.

TYNE TEES: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.10
News. 4.15 Lone Ranger. 4.40 Hat(%
town. 4.55 Flipper. 5.20 London. 6.

Today at six. 6.30 Police call. 6.35
Film: ‘Tarzan and the Slave Girl’.
8.00 I spy. 9.00 Queenie’s castle.
9.30 London. 11.00 University chal-

lenge. 11.30 News. 11.45 Forgiveness.

BORDER: 1.38-2.55 London. 4.10
News. 4.15 Sailor of fortune. 4.40
Wind in the willows. 4.55 Forest ran-
gers. 5.20 London. 6.00 News. Look-
around, 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Mr and
Mrs. 7.45 “Dr. Strangelove’. With
Peter Sellers, George C. Scott and
Sterling Hayden. General Ripper, a
US Air Force commander, launches
an all out B-52 attack on the Soviet
Union. 9.30 Lcndon. 11.00 Bracken's
world. 11.55 News and weather.

SCOTTISH: 11.00-2.55 London. 3.40
Dateline. 3.50 Horoscope. 3.52 Women
today. 4.15 London. 4.55 Forest ran-
gers. 5.15 London. 6.00 Dateline.
6.30 High living._7.00 Film: ‘Separate
Tables’. With Deborah Kerr, Rita
Hayworth David Niven, Wendy Hiller
and Burt Lancaster. 9.00 Queenie's
castle. 9.30 London. 11.00 Play better
golf. 11.30 Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 10.58-2.55 London, 3.49
News. 3.52 Women today. 4.10 Car-
toon. 4,20 Telephone game. 4.50
Floris. 5.15 London. 6.00 News,
weather, 6.10 Win a word with Lesley
Blair. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Comedy:
‘The Lavender Hill Mob’. With Alec
Guinness. A mild and meek bank
employee hatches an ingenious scheme
to steal £1,000,000 .
8.30 On the buses. 9.00 Queenie’'s
castle. 9.30 London. 11.00 Ev. 11.30
A kind of living.
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Anglicanism
and apartheid

were paid less than the ‘white’
clergy; why the ‘finest’ pulpits
were closed to them; why the
Anglican church owned and
controlled separate properties
for ‘white’ and ‘black’ congre-
gations; and why it owned and
ran racially-segregated schools
throughout S Africa.

Ramsey could not deny that
all this was true, and has been
true ever since the Anglican
church took a leading role in
creating for non-Europeans a
system of inferior, racially-
segregated education—and for
Europeans a training to be
masters.

He could.not deny that the
Anglican diocese in S Africa
has, at the top, wealthy exclu-
sive all ‘white’ schools for
‘white’ boys and girls, with all-
‘white’ chapels in all-‘white’
areas and, at the bottom,
inferior, segregated, often
tribally-divided schools and
churches for Africans and
coloureds only, situated in the
African and coloured segre-
gated areas and in the Bantus-
tans, which Ramsey visited.

“Nor was all this forced on
the Anglican church by law.

Anglican apartheid in S
Africa, in church and state—
as well as in the choice of
sites where the Anglican chiefs
built their respective ‘white’
and non-‘white’ schools and
churches — was, from the
beginning, not a voluntary or
statutory choice.

This church was, with
Rhodes and other imperialists,
a major architect of apartheid,
especially in education. The
state merely legalized later
what the Anglican church had
done beforehand.

The Anglicans then wused
this law as a convenient
excuse to justify their apart-
heid.

The church’s view of the
present regime is that they
both have a common agree-
ment—the ‘fight against com-
munism’ — and on this basis
they can have mutually under-
standable disagreements.

Vorster can say that the
British arms intended for S
Africa are needed for the
‘fight against communism’,
while Ramsey says that
British arms would, in effect,
drive the non-Europeans into
the arms of the communists.

Anti-Communism becomes
the basis of agreement between
the Anglican church and the
S African regime.

This is understandable since
capital in S Africa is predom-
inantly British and imperialist
interests have been safe-
guarded and upheld by an
apartheid system.

But then apartheid, in turn,
is the basis on which Ramsey
and Vorster agree to differ.

The Anglican church,
together with British Liberals
and the Labour Party, is part
of the Anti-Apartheid Com-
mittee in London.

Anglican leaders are main
speakers and comperes at
Trafalgar Square rallies.

For decades the Anglican
Nation Congress and S Afri-
can Communist Party has
worked in this
Anglican and Liberal elements
in S Africa.

Now they do the same in
Britain. The ‘anti-apartheid’
ANC and Stalinists have Ram-
sey’s men as their leaders and
on their platforms. But these
are men representing an apart-
heid and' anti-communist
organization, as Ramsey’s visit
has once more brought out
into the open.

It would be logical for the
‘anti-apartheid’ organization
to have Vorster as their chief
patron. Then the Popular
Front would be complete and
the angels of unity could
rejoice.

IMPORTANT READING

Spevih hy Trotsky dunng” discusmion
May 9 1924, at 2 meeling called by the
Press Depariment of the Central Com.
mitier of the RCP{B) on Party Policy
in the Field of Imaginalive Litersture

PROBLEMS OF CULTURE
UNDER THE DICTATORSHIP
OF THE PROLETARIAT

way with

Leon Trolsk
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Student ‘rtest’ not

US CONFERENCE:

enough to beat back

TORY government threats to student rights are
closely bound up with its anti-union proposals, social-
service cuts and attacks on jobs.

BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

At this week’s conference
of the National Union of
Students, the band was high-
lighted by a number of
questions under discussion:
affiliation to the Trades
Union  Congress, grants,
academic freedom and the
planned expulsion of Rudi
Dutschke from Britain.

Extreme reaction is lining up
“against the students, just as it is
lining up against the working
class, and preparing the ground-
work for policing the universities.

Like the US Nixon Adminis-
tration, Heath’s Tory government
has its reactionary backers yap-
ping away for stricter student
control.

Manchester’s Professor Brian
Cox, co-editor of the right-wing
‘Black Paper on Education’ has
drawn up a document—signed by
150 academics — calling for the
outlawing of ‘sit-ins’, expulsion
for persistent student rebels and
binding codes of conduct to be
signed by every college entrant.

Legislation

Copies of the- document were
circulated at the NUS confer-
énce in Margate, and roundly
condemned in Monday’s debate.

This preparation behind the
scenes for eventual anti-student
legislation by the Tories has
forced many students to think
beyond the mere radical protest
actions of 1968 and 1969. Work-
ers Press spoke to a number of
students about the discussion
which had taken place at the
conference.

Commenting on the conference
decision to affiliate to the TUC,
Dai Stephens—an observer from

London’s Queen Elizabeth col-
lege—said:

‘Students have no power on
their own. :

‘They can only .rely on the

support of the workers to defend
their position as it is.”

. Kent Univeysitypresident Tony ’

+.Chandler and- -president - of - the

-'Student - Union . there, . said . “he. .

thought the affiliation ‘obviously"

- the biggest step forward students
have taken’.

In fact there are two sides to
this move.

More and more students feel
the need to fight in the closest
possible unity with the working-
class movement.

But the reformist leaders of
the NUS have already made
clear that for them, approaches
to the TUC represent merely a
closer affinity with the treacher-
ous official leadership of the
labour movement.

Dishonestly brokering in a bid
to cage the former trend in the
later’s service are, of course,
the Stalinists.

And this role became clearer
even when the conference came
to discuss the proposed Indus-
trial Relations Bill.

Many students felt that the
- fight against Heath meant a Jot
more than just protest.

‘Liberalism’, said Chandler, ‘is
inadequate.

~ ‘This isn’t the time for liberal
pressures. We have to fight for
the revolutionary overthrow of
capitalism.’

But conference narrowly sup-
ported a Stalinist-proposed
motion backing the December 8
call for a protest strike against
the Tory anti-union laws . . .
leaving action entirely at the
whim of local NUS bureaucrats.
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To limit students to ineffec-
tive protest action in this way is
to wall them off from the poli-
tical weapons they will most
need to defend their rights.

Serious dangers are posed by
such failure to take account of
the lessons of May-June 1968 in
France: where the students took
the initial political lead only to

. find themselves deliberately cut

off from' the working class by
the Stalinists — who then pro-
ceeded to cynically betray them
both.

Seeing the fight against the
Cox document within the same
context as the battle to defeat
the anti-union laws, Dai Stephens

~ commented: ‘We must fight the

lot together.’

Appeal

Adrian Gouph, a delegate from.

Gipsy Hill College of Educa-
tion, declared: ‘
‘Professor Cox’s document=—

Declaration of Academic Free-
dom—is, in fact, an infringement
of student rights.’

The fact that German student
leader Rudi Dutschke’s appeal
against deportation is to be held
behind closed doors was con-
demned by the conference, and
students felt that such restriction
should be opposed.

In relation to this issue, Allison
Hymans, a delegate from Bor-
ough Road College of Education,
Isleworth, Middlesex, felt that
the experience of the witch-
hunted Cambridge students
should also have been discussed.

‘Personally I think the NUS
should conduct a campaign on
this issue,’” she said.

Kent University delegate
Chandler, who tabled an emer-
ge%cy resolution on Dutschke,
said:

New Park ublications

Tories' plans

‘It is a tremendously danger-
ous precedent being set. Some of
them on the “left” say that if we
push too hard the Tories may
deport him. We have to fight for
the principles involved to be
clarified. The time for liberal
pressures has gone.’

Although the conference took
important and decisive steps
towards fighting the Tories there
was criticism of the union leader-
ship and a belief that it was
inadequate for the struggles
ahead. :

Dai Stephens’ opinion was that
‘some of the real issues have

‘been brought out, but there was

a lot of wrangling over liberal
issues.

‘This isn’t the way to pre-
pare for the attacks of the Tory
government.

‘The NUS sees its role as
making statements on education,
but divorces it from other social
issues.’

Some students regarded the
question of a student wage—
accepted in principle by the
executive — as a diversion from
the fight for higher grants.

Commented John Shorter of
Isleworth:

‘A lot of students could be
worse off after tax and insur-
ance.’

A fight against the NUS
leadership’s  reformist protest
policies supported by the Stalin-
ists and the revisionists — is

urgent following the Margate

conference.
Affiliation to the TUC must
be sought in sorder to fight

alongside the trade union rank
and file against the TUC leader-
ship’s betrayal in face of the
Tory offensive, and against the

-Stalinists who provide the smoke-

screen for such treachery.

The most urgent task in the
universities remains the building
of a Marxist revolutionary leader-
ship through the Young Socialist
Student Societies in a fight
alongside the working class to
force the Tories to resign.

IMPORTANT READING

NEW PARK PUBLICATIONS

ﬁTALINISI\/I
BRITAIN

A TROTSKYIST ANALYSIS
BY ROBERT BLACK .

New Park Publications

186A Clapham High St.. SW4.
Dri O 4‘

4
I THINK you may find useful
some information about dentistry
after April 1, 1971,

From that date, patients will
have to pay 50 per cent of the
treatment costs for National
Health Service dentistry up to a
maximum of £10 for any course
of treatment.

Exemptions are under 18-year
olds (now it is free up to 21),
pregnant women and women
with a baby under a year old. A
new exemption group are parents
(with young children) with an
income of less than the poverty
line, i.e. £15 or £20 a week per
family. The actual figure has not
been announced yet.

Social security usually pays for
old-age pensioners, the unem-
ployed and chronic sick who do
not work.

Increased payments for filling
and cleaning after April 1, mean

a) six-month regulars will pay
between 10s and 30s,

b) one to two-year regulars
will pay between £1 and

c) three to five-year regulars
will pay between £2 and £8,

d) over five years very
ge%lected mouths up to
10.

(This is all in approximate ternfs.)

¢) and d) patients will become
first b) and then a) patients as
soon as they become more
regular.

On other items patients’ pay-
ments will be approximately:

Germ treatment as much as
£2 15s.

Root treatment as much as
5s.

Crowns and dentures in the
range £3 to £7.

The best bet is to have a first
overhaul started before the end
of March and then become a
six-month regular patient.

Treatment started before
March 31 and continuing into
April won't carry the new fees
as the .fee depends. upon the
date of the check up.

So we advise people to have a
check-up now.

Many 18, 19 and 20-year olds
will contract out of dental treat-
ment. For example, students and
apprentices may have to pay
more than a week’s wages for a
first overhaul of a previously
neglected mouth.

Many others will stop attend-
ing regularly. There has been
very little real health education
and sound teeth are not a
priority with most people.

The NHS has spent £1,000
million on treatment since 1948

/

/

Wihat the dental
cuts will mean
Mo,

'

and only about £2 million on
dental health education.

One can imagine strikes for
less money. It sounds silly, but
people 10s above the poverty line
may well be ‘better off’ to go
5s under the line.

It means that dentists won’t /
be able to give firm estimates to
the b, ¢ and d patients. An esti-
mate of £4 may go higher by the

- end of treatment because what

looked like a small filling could
end up a large filling or even a
crown. Thus at each appoint-
ment the patient’s charges may
have to be ‘re-negotiated’.

It will make dentists’ lives a
misery because the patient will
most often not be able to afford
the 50 per cent of the amended
treatment. And also the patients
will at each increase have to
weigh up the pros and cons of,
more payments against a ‘cheap’
extraction.

The stopping of school milk
will cause an increase of calcium
deficiency diseases in young
children. Rickets is already oa
the increase in poorer communi-
ties and to it will be added less
well-devkloped (chalky) teeth.
Children need a pint of milk a
day and rarely do they get any

at home. So even if parents
have to supply the milk them-
selves it is important.

Fluoridation of the drinking
water supply is even more
important to overcome any loss
of dietary calcium. Chemists sell
fluoride tablets for giving to
babies and children until fluoride
is put into the drinking water.

Grim prospects

The reduced volume of treat-
ment will close large numbers of
dental surgeries, while others
will have to open part-time. We
have only 12,000 NHS family
dentists to treat a population of
about 55 million peopl¢ and a
recent survey showed that 30
million suffer from gum disease.

There will be about 300 dental
students qualifying this year and
their job prospects are grim.
General practice will contract,
the hospitals are full and the
school and armed forces dental
clinics, although not full, do not
have a large establishment. There
will be fewer dentists in ministry
posts.

There will also be a contrac-
tion in the dental supply indus-
tries. The laboratories that make

our crowns and dentures will
have less work. The equipment
and materials manufacturers will
monopolize as the industry con-
tracts. Dental nurses and hygien-
ists will find it harder to find
work.

Any redundancy will mean loss
of specialized, essential workers
from the dental ‘industry’.

Yet the need for dental treat-
ment and health education is so
great that we cannot afford to
lose any workers.

The tax cuts may give ‘Mr
Average’ 10s a week more in
his pay packet, but the mini-
Budget has put the cost of living
up by £2 a week.

Many dental professors, the
General Dental Council, the BDA
and many sociologists have
spoken out against the back-
wards move of the NHS that
will occur.

The Socialist Medical Associa-
tion calls for a completely free
(at the time of use), expanding,
comprehensive NHS. It should
be paid for out of general taxa-
tion.

Michael Silver
Socialist Medical Association

Dental Group

Slump in
air firm
profits

A MASSIVE drive for
increased productivity can be
expected by airline workers in
both Britain and the United
States following estimated year-
end losses of several million
pounds on internal routes.

The expected £2,000,000
British European Airways loss
has been attributed by the
state-owned corporation’s traf-
fic and sales management
largely to inflation, strikes and
expensive anti-hijack measures.
Particular emphasis has been
placed on the failure of pro-
ductivity to rise by more than
seven per cent this year.

For America’s 20 privately-
owned airlines, the situation is
more serious approxi-
mately 100 times more serious,
in fact.

Latest estimates indicate
that some of the seven biggest
companies must either go to
the wall or merge in face of a
shock £200 million loss. Here,
few attempts have been made
to conceal that the slump
stems directly from -capitalist
mismanagement and chaos.

Few more succinct argu-
ments will be found against
the Tory denationalization and
productivity-dealing plans
which the now inevitable
international route war will
call up.

Swiss arms firm
dealt with Egypt
and S Africa

SEVEN executives

and former

executives of

Oerlikon-Buehrle, Switzerland’s largest arms manu-
facturer, are on trial in Lausanne charged with ille-
gally exporting arms worth about £8.5 million

between 1963 and 1968.

The prosecution claims the
firm violated Swiss law by
selling arms to belligerent
countries.

Papers were falsified with the
connivance of officials in the
French Defence Ministry, the
indictment claims.

Gabriel Lebedinsky, the firm’s
56-year-old chief salesman told
the court he had gone to Cairo
to negotiate the sale of 220
Second World War 20-mm guns,
for which Egypt paid over half
a million pounds.

A second accused, Karl Seid-
mann, said he went twice to the
Egyptian embassy in Berne to
collect payment for the arms ‘in
bundles of notes’.

Another witness said receipts

for the transaction were
destroyed in a shredding
machine.

Commission

The company paid a 15 per
cent commission to an Arab
businessman who acted as mid-
dieman for the deal.

The prosecution claims a forged
letter from Ethiopia was used to
fool the government into think-
ing the arms were destined for
Haile Selassie’s Air Force.

The company’s main illegal
customer, however, was
Africa, which acquired about £5
million-worth of arms through
illicit sales.

The trial underlines the Swiss
capitalists’ cynical disregard for
the high-flown principles of neu-
trality they profess as a body.

The only reason Oerlikon is on
trial is that /they did not even
bother to maintain the fiction of
neutrality by the usual method
of exporting to countries at war
via third parties which then
shipped the arms on. ’

- Burmese guerrilla
leader captured

BURMESE guerrilla leader,
Thakin Soe has been captured,
according to reports from Ran-
goon.

Ever since the collapse of
Japanese occupation in 1945,
Soe has led the struggle for land
reform, first against the U Nu
government, and, following its
overthrow in 1961, the Ne Win
military dictatorship.

The pro-Moscow section of the
Burmese Communist Party has
collaborated with the Ne Win
regime. Its more militant wing
has taken to the countryside to
carry on guerrilla warfare.

Until recently, Peking gave
public support to the guerrillas,
but since the Chinese turn
towards better diplomatic and

trade relations with the West,
the Mao regime has softened its
attacks on Rangoon.

Only last week, the new
Burmese Ambassador to China,
U Thein Maung, presented his
credentials to the Chinese gov-
ernment, marking another stage
in the ‘normalization’ of rela-
tions betwen the two countries.

Soe’s arrest now leaves the
field open for former Burmese
ruler U Nu to exercise his
moderating influence over the
anti-Win movement, comprised
of poor and landless peasants and
various minority tribesmen.

Soe, leader of the ‘Red Flag’
Communists in Burma, was and
remains a resolute fighter against
imperialism and everything must
be done to secure his release.

Mrs Cleaver
barred

W GERMAN police turned back
Mrs Kathleen Cleaver, wife of
Black Panther leader Eldridge
Cleaver, when she arrived at
Frankfurt airport on Tuesday
night to attend rallies organized
by the movement’s supporters.

Earlier Mrs Cleaver was not
allowed to enter France when
she arrived, at Orly airport in
Paris from Algiers, where her
husband lives in exile.

Warned in Paris that an entry
permit would be refused if she
went to W Germany, Mrs Cleaver
nonetheless took a plane to
Frankfurt.

Police here put her on a return
flight to Paris while about 150
students demonstrated at the
airport against the ban.

December 2, 9 and 16.

November 29.

December 10 and 17.

PUBLIC LECTURES

Elements of
Marxism

The importance of Marxist philosophy in the
building of the revolutionary party.

Lectures by C. Slaughter (Central Committee
member of the Socialist Labour League) -
SWINDON: Eastcott Hotel, Manchester Rd, 8 p.m. Wednesdays.

LIVERPOOL: Royal Institution, Colquitt St (nr Bold St), 7.45
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OXFORD : Northgate Hall, 8 p.m. Thursday, November 26.

Lectures by G. Healy (national secretary of the
Socialist Labour League)
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. .
SOUTHAMPTON : Polygon Hotel, the Polygon, 7.30 p.m.
Sundays. December 6, 13 and 20.

BEXLEYHEATH: Roberts Hall, Christchurch, Broadway, 8 p.m.
Tuesday. December 1, 15, and 22, :

ACTON: Oddfellows Hall, Fletcher Rd, W3. 8 p.m. Thursdays.

Lectures by P. O’Regan (SLL)

BALHAM: Co-op Hall, 47-51 Balham High St, SW12. 8 p.m.
Mondays. November 30 and December 7 and 14.
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Major battle due
with government

Power

men

decide |
on action

ALL THE lines are quickly being drawn for
a major battle over the demand by 125,000
electricity-supply workers for a £5-a-week pay

rise.

Bread van
strike may

halt Scots
bakeries

THREE major bakeries in the
Glasgow and W Scotland area
face closure this weekend
following a strike by 1,000
delivery workers for a £4 wage
increase.

All three bakenes, owned
by the Rank, Spiller and
Weston groups, will close on
Friday  because transport
unions are stopping supplies
of essential material and oil
for baking ovens.

Group bakeries in Kirkaldy

and Dundee will also be
affected. .
About 5,000 bakers may

be laid-off because of the
decision.

The strike is now approach-
ing its third week and has
been made official by the two
unions involved, the Trans-
port and General Workers’
Union and the Scottish Com-
mercial Motormens’ Union.

Shop stewards from the
Motormen’s union will be
travelling to Edinburgh and
into Fife to spread the strike.

Members of the Scottish
Union of Bakers and Allied
Workers have responded to
appeals from the two transport
unions and have refused to
load vans at the big-three
bakeries.

The £4 claim would boost
the van drivers’ basic wage
to £20, but employers say
they will not improve on their
latest offer of increases be-
tween 44s 6d and 49s 6d.

WEATHER

PRESSURE will remain low to the
SW of the British Isles. A weak
trough of low pressure will be
slow-moving over N Scotland.

N Ireland, S Scotland and the
whole of England and Wales will
be generally dry, though with fog
in nlaces at first. Fog will clear
during the morning and most parts
will have bright or sunny spells
in the afternoon,

Central and N Scotland will be
rather cloudy with a little drizzle
in places. though with some
bright periods here and there.

It will again be very mild in

most parts. and even in N Scot-
land temperatures will be a little
above normal.
Outlook for Fridav and Saturday:
Generally drv. with local fog and
frost at night. Near normal tem-
peratures.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

Discuss the proposed draft of
the Charter of Basic Rights

WILLESDEN: Thureday. November
26, 8 p.m, Trades and Labour Hall,
High Rd, N.w.l10.

SE LONDON: Thursday, November
26, 8 p.m. Artichoke pub, Cam-
berwell Church St, Camberwell
Green.

CROYDON: Thursday, November
26, 8 p.m. Prince of Wales, Thorn-
ton Heath Clock Tower. ’
LUTON: Friday, November 27,
8 p.m. AEU House, 396/8 Dun-
stable Rd. .
BIRMINGHAM: Sunday, Novem-
ber 29, 8 p.m. New Inn, Broms-
grove St.

ACTON: Monday,
8 p.m., Acton Co-op Hall,
High Street.

sw LONDON Tuesday, December
1, p.m. Princes Head, Falcon
Rd Clapham Junction.

ABERDEEN: Tuesday, December 1
and Tuesday, December 15, 8 p.m.
Music Hall.

November 30,
Acton

Tory leader Edward
Heath and his senior
Ministers are reported to
be busy assuring their
back-bench lobby fodder
that this time the
government is going to
hold firm.

If the Electricity Coun-
cil’s offer is 35s, they say,
then 35s it will be.

Rank-and-file power wor-
kers have other ideas.

Meetings will be taking
place at stations in most
areas of the country within
the next few days to decide
what action to take follow-
ing their union leaders’ re-
jection of the offer.

Some stations — Egg-
borough and Ferrybridge ‘C’
in Yorkshire, ‘for instance—
are already working to rule
in protest against it.

MAY JOIN

Four thousand Yorkshire
men at Thornhill, Skelton
Grange, Wakefield, Drax,
Thorpe Marsh, Blackburn
Meadows and Ferrybridge
‘A’ and ‘B’ stations will be
asked to join them.

Such action could lead to
complete shut - downs by
Christmas if  successful,
station delegates claim.

To fan the flames, many
power workers feel their
official claim is too low:
they want £10.

‘The Tories have been
working up for some time’
to their pledge of a vic-

tory in electricity supply,
Battersea - power  worker
Bert Price told Workers

Press yesterday (see ‘Char-
ter of Basic Rights' inter-
view, opposite).

He was confident they
would be beaten back.

SUICIDE

¢ Christopher Tugendhat,
the Cities of London and
Westminster Tory MP, said
in the 1922 Committee last
week that the power wor-
kers should be taken on,
he said.

‘Boy, I think they’re about
to commit suicide. They
obviously don’t know the
feeling that’s built up among
the men on this claim.’

Force
leaders

® FROM PAGE ONE

The district committee state-
ment concludes by asking
workers to ‘aim towards the
ultimate action to stop the
Tory attack on the working
class, a general strike’.
° We urge all CP and

Labour Party members who

sincerely desire to fight and

destroy the menace of

Toryism to study the Draft

Charter of Basic Rights of

the All Trades Unions

Alliance and to combine

with the Socialist Labour

League in an uncompromis-

ing struggle to make the

union leaders fight and to

force the TUC to call a

general strike before the

Bill goes into parliament.

Only in this way can
December 8 be transformed
from a formal protest into a
powerful blow against the
Tory counter-revolution !

Protect your basic rights by

forcing the Tories to resign!.

LATE NEWS

GROMYKO IN BERLIN

Soviet  Foreign  Minister
Andrei Gromyko made a sur-
prise visit to E Berlin for
talks with E German Stalinist
leader Walter Ulbricht yester-
day, the official news agency
ADN reported.

It was Gromyko's second
visit here within four weeks.

ADN said the talks were
also attended by Prime Minis-

ter Willi Stoph, Politbureau
member Erich Honecker,
Foreign Minister Otto Winzer
and candidate Politbureau

member Hermann Axen.

The talks, which ADN said
had taken place in a warm
and friendly atmosphere,
covered questions ‘of European
security and of mutual in-
terest’.

COMMON MARKET TALKS

Tory Common Market nego-
tiator Geoffrey Rippon told
the Commons yesterday that
the Foreign Secretary would

represent Britain in talks on
‘co-ordination of foreign
policy in certain fields’ in
Brussels on December 2.

Rippon said they were now
considering ‘extremely’ impor-
tant and difficult question’ of
the British contribution to
community finances: ‘crucial to
the present negotiations’.

GLASGOW LORRIES STOP

An official strike of “drivers
halted many Glasgow fish and
meat lorries yesterday.

The strike, involving mem-

" bers of the Scottish Commer-

cial Motormen’s Union, is
over mileage payments.

ANTI-TORY STRIKE
(See page one)

A spokesman for the PO Engin-
eering Union said exchanges at
Wolverhampton, Birmingham and
in London had staged a ‘100-per-
cent walk-out’.
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Charter of Basic Rights

A power

worker speaks

1 COULD go along with

this charter all the way.
Having said that, I want to
comment particularly on
point No 2, the democratic
right to strike.

If anybody wants proof
or evidence how really
necessary this is, they've
only got to look at my own
industry and they can see
quite clearly what happens
when this right is taken
away.

I consider every working
man should have the right
to strike—the right to put
a price on his labour—in
a capitalist system where
the principle is to get as
much as they can out of the
worker for as little as
possible.

He should have that right
just as a businessman has
the right to price his goods.

It would seem that this
Tory Bill will give the Tories
the right to do what they
like while the working man
is held down by law.

We are already in the
position where our trade
union leaders can go to
prison if they call us out
on strike.

If it’s such a great thing
to take this right away, why
is it that we power workers
have some of the worst
conditions and work for
some of the worst wages
paid?

In this industry we don’t
even get the right to a
cooling-off period.

At one time this was a
highly-paid industry, but
like our brothers in the
mining industry we've
dropped right down the
wages ladder.

Now I earn about £19 a
week after stoppages and
have to work weekends,
bank holidays and nights
to get it. And turbine driver
is one of the top operational
grades.

Of course, we get pre-
mium payments for working
weekends. But I don’t con-
sider these part of my wage,
and yet I'd be on the
poverty line without them.

Our industry has been
nationalized since 1948 and
I agree with the Charter
demand for nationalization,

Bert Price

though not the present kind
—it's paralysation — paraly-
sation of all our rights.

The industry is still pay-
ing compensation to the old
owners—22 years after the
takeover. The trade union
side has estimated that the
Board is oversubscribing to
the Depreciation Fund by
over £35 million a year—
this would fully meet our
present wage claim without
raising electricity prices at
all.

Many of our problems
arise from  productivity
dealing.

The productivity agree-

ANTI-STRIKE laws are nothing new
for workers in the power industry. The
Public Utilities Act makes it an offence
for them to withdraw their labour.

If you work in a power station, a gas
works or a water works your only legal
sanction against the employer is an over-
time ban or a work-to-rule.

Power station workers are getting
ready for an official overtime ban and
work-to-rule as negotiations for their
£5 pay claim climax in talks between
and management on

union chiefs
December 2.

. One week later, if the Central Elec-
tricity Council persists with its derisory

35s reply to their claim, all overtime
working at power plants throughout -
Britain will be halted.

Vernon (Bert) Price works as a turbine
driver at Battersea Power Station in
London. He is chairman of the Nine
Elms branch of the Transport and

General Workers’ Union and anticipates

a fierce struggle to win the £5 claim.

As he says: ‘The Board as usual will
have received instructions to bear in
mind government policy.’

Here, he comments on the ‘Charter

of Basic Rights’ and underlines graphic-

ally what anti-strike laws and produc-
tivity deals mean for power workers:

ment that is really the cause
of the trouble in our in-
dustry was signed in 1964.
The present wage bill in
1970 is not one penny more
than what it was when the
deal was signed—and these
are the Board’s own figures.

In the case of Battersea,
four years ago there were
over 900 manual workers
employed at our station.
We still, have the same
amount of plant and we’re
still producing as much
power as the consumer calls
for.

But the number of work-
ers has been cut by about

300—and we're still not
receiving a penny produc-
tivity bonus.

All sections in the power
station have been reduced
by natural wastage—except
skilled men who they can’t
get enough of in any case
due to their lousy wages.

That’'s what productivity

has meant for power
workers. In other words,
we’rte doing exactly the

same amount of work with
one-third fewer men.

Oné other thing about the
Charter I'm ypleased to see
is the pensioners. This is
something we've got to take

action about —the trade
unions as well. And I'm
pleased to see that my own
union is getting to thmk
along these lines.

I'm looking forward to
taking action against this
government over our claim.,
Even an overtime ban and
work-to-rule, in an industry
where staffing is cut to the
bone, will mean black-outs,
power cuts and a serious
situation within a short.
period. My advice to
readers, if the Board turns
down our claim next week,
is lay in a good
stock of candles.

A GRAPHIC summary of
the effects of productivity
in the electrical power
industry was given in a
recent ‘Times’ letter from
R. D. V. Roberts, secretary
to the Central Electricity
Generating Board’s side of
the industry’s National Joint
Council.

Since 1964, Roberts says,
the number of power units
sold has gone up 38 per
cent, with a substantial rise
in sales of appliances. Over
the same period produc-
tivity went up 18.2 per cent.

The total number of

" employees, however, fell by

6.4 per cent—a figure which
conceals a far larger drop
in the number of manual
workers (staff numbers have
actually risen).

Roberts quotes 11.7 per
cent as the drop in manual
workers’ numbers over the
six years, but there is good
reason for thinking this a
considerable underestimate.

Since the number of hours
worked in the industry has
fallen by nearly a quarter,
it is not surprising that
though earnings have risen
somewhat since 1964, the
total wage bill has not.

Roberts’ proudest boast is
that wage drift—under the
rigid terms of nationally
negotiated agreements—has
been completely eliminated
from the industry. What this
means in practice is that
shop stewards and even
district officials in the in-
dustry have no right to
bargain for wages.

PLANE-MAKERS

@ . FROM PAGE ONE

‘We must take a' stand and
say that this Bill must be
fought outright by every
trade unionist in the country.
The Tories are »talk‘ing our

" with

"FLQ girl
says police
beat her

A MAN and woman said to
be members of the Quebec
Liberation Front have been
convicted of contempt of
court in Montreal because they
refused to give evidence to
the inquest into the death of
Quebec Labour Minister
Pierre Laporte.

The woman, Lise Rose, aged
25, screamed before she was
dragged from the courtroom
that she had been stripped
naked and beaten during in-
terrogation by police.

The man, Clement Roy, 22,
refused to testify on the
grounds that his story could
result in other people being
charged.

Both were imprisoned until
December 1, when the inquest
hearing reopens.

Lise Rose is the sister of
kidnap suspects Paul and
Jacques Rose, both of whom
are being sought by police.

Lise Rose and Clement Roy
were both arrested—together
several dozen other
people — under the War
Measures Act put into oper-
ation by ‘liberal’ premier
Pierre Trudeau after the kid-
napping of Laporte and British
trade commissioner James
Cross.

The Act gives police sweep-
ing powers of arbitrary arrest
and imprisonment without
trial.

The two prisoners are likely
to be tried eventually, how-
ever, and face five to 15-year
jail sentences for advocating
or promoting the unlawful
acts, aims, principles or prac-
tices of the FLQ—a left-wing
Quebec separatist organiza-
tion outlawed since the kid-
nappings.

Royalists
attack
guerrillas

ROYALIST army units drove
Palestinian commandos from
a post near the N Jordan
town of Jarash yesterday.

Military police set up by
the Central Committee of the
Palestinian Liberation Organ-
izatior under last months
agreement between Hussein
and Arafat first asked them
to leave the post.

When the commandos re-
fused, regular army units
opened fire.

There were no casualties.

hard won freedom from us.
If this Bill goes through no
shop steward will bold
enough to do his job properly

for fear of fines or eventual-

imprisonment.’

One young production
worker called upon the TUC
to organize a General Strike
to bring the Tory government
down.,

‘It is not enough just to
protest on December 8, the
fight must be developed into
one to,bring this government
down and the TUC must be
called upon to lead this fight,”
he said to cheers from the
audience. ,

Only a small mmorlty in
the meeting voted against the
motion to stop work on
December 8.

Pay strike

The meeting also voted to
take strike action if the
Hawker management does not
agree to a £2 cost-of-living
increase demanded by pro-
duction workers.

But the men rejected a
move to extend the claim to
non-production workers.

They could put in for their

own increase as a separate
claim, advised one union
official.

SIX HUNDRED engineering
workers at the Leeds printing-
machinery works of Hoe-
Crabtree yesterday decided to
strike on December 8.

ALSO in Yorkshire, the strike
is being supported by the
Wakefield district committee
of the Amalgamated Engineers
and Foundryworkers.

NUT backs out
LEADERS of the National
Union of Teachers decided
yesterday not to back
December 8.

Inner London Teachers had
asked the union’s executive to
back a strike call in protest
against the laws and over
teachers’ pay.

But the executive decided to
support TUC policy of not
backing the protest on Decem-
ber 8, because, it claimed,
action on the salary issue
would become confused with
the -demonstration over the
industrial laws.

European
‘warning’
on US
trade bloc

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

EMPLOYERS’

organizations

in Britain and

W Europe have wasted no time in their cam-
paign to block the passing of protectionist
legislation in the United States.

'Elderly eat

less meat

RISING prices are forcing
elderly people living alone in
N London to eat less meat
and fish, according to a study
published yesterday.

The survey by a leading
London  geriatrician found
that a section of 60 elderly
people living in Islington cut
down their consumption of
meat and fish between the
years 1962 and 1969.

Heavy criticism

of farcical

PoW camp raid

MEMBERS of the ‘Green Berets’, the notorious murder squad, were
involved in last Saturday’s abortlve attempt to rescue US prisoners-
of-war from a camp in N Vietnam.

Notts official at LSE
CP’s miners
sell-out praised

TERRY WHELAN, Nottinghamshire area agent for the
National Union of Mineworkers, defended the Stalinists’
role in the miners’ strike to a student audience this

week.

~N

New Zealand
farmers for

Britain
AGRICULTURAL workers are
to be flown to Britain from
New Zealand _next year in
specially chartered Boeings
and Britannias to work on
farms here, according to the

current issue of ‘Farmers
Weekly'.
The employment agency,

Mayday Agricultural Services,
is to bring over 600 ‘farmers
and farmers’ sons of between
20 and 25 who want to study
English agriculture’.

They are to be offered sub-
sidized flight tickets and will
be guaranteed jobs as relief
milkers and tractor drivers.

A spokesman for the com-
pany explained the scheme as
an attempt to overcome the
serious shortage of skilled
men in Britain where 300,000
workers (40 per cent of the
labour force) have left the
land since 1956.

Public Meeting

THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 3

7.30 p.m.

The fight for workers’
rights

The Town Hall
St Helens, Lancs.

Speaker: HEALY
(National Secretary of SLL)

Jobs cut on
ship and shore

FORTY-SEVEN dockers are
to be returned to the un-
attached register next month
when' the Blackfriars Cold
Store on the Thamesside
closes.

The firm comes under the
recently-conducted riverside
wharves version of Lord
Devlin’s Phase Two °‘mod-
ernization® deal.

Shop stewards are claim-
ing that firms using un-
registered labour are open-
ing up along the river and
undercutting charges by less
than one-third.

A merchant vessel with
the most advanced ship

control system in the world
was launched recently in
Japan.

The 138,000-ton tanker,
‘Sieco Maru incorporates a
computer which can take
complete control of the en-
gine room as well as making
automatic navigational cal-
culations and operating an
anti-collision system.

On its maiden voyage the
tanker is carrying a 36-man
crew-—normal -for this size
and type of vessel.

However; once experience
of operation has been gained,
the crew level is to be fixed
permanently at 15 men.

Speaking at the London
School of Economics Com-
munist Club he referred to
the ‘honourable’ way CP mem-

bers defended the ‘democratic- |

ally arrived-at’ National Ex-
ecutive decisions.

General secretary Lawrence
Daly, he maintained, could
not have done otherwise than
abide by these decisions.

He nonethéless maintained
that the ‘lefts’ were now in a
better position to fight the
right wing, which had been
exposed during the stoppage.

He thought this not incon-
sistent with the vote CP mem-
bers on the executive took to
side with Robens against ‘in-
timidation’ at thé executive
lobby on November 12.

Whelan intends to stand for
the Nottinghamshire area
presidency when right-winger
Albert Martin resigns next
year.

Referring to the anti-union
legislation, he upheld the CP’s
reactionary line of pressure
on the Tory government.

Change mind

It was possible to get Tory
MPs to change their minds
about the legislatioh: ‘We did
it with the Labour govern-
ment,’ he declared.

Naturally, there was no
question of overthrowing the
Tory government.

In fact, it is becoming daily
more clear that the CP is
following up its role in the
miners' strike with a. more
and more resolute defence of
the Tory government.

Phoney protest
over Davis trial

THE French  Communist
Party’s attitude to Geismar’s

case (see page one) underlines

the completely phoney charac-
ter of their campaign for the
release of black US Com-
munist Party member Angela
Davis from her New York
jail.

The French Stalinists are in
a lather of synthetic indig-
nation about the Davis case,
but complacently look the
other way when similar per-
secutions are going on under
their very noses.

The most energetic campaign
must be forthcoming for the
release of Davis and Geismar.

The British Stalinist leaders
must be forced to state where
they stand on these jailings
and persecution and on the
French Communist Party’s
treacherous  assistance to

. Geismar’s jailers.

This was revealed by
US Defence Secretary
Melvin Laird in his testi-
mony to the Senate
Foreign Relations Com-
mittee on Tuesday night.

Defending the use of
‘Green Berets’ on the mis-
sion, Laird claimed:

‘They think they can get
in and out of almost any-
thing.’

Under heavy Congres-
sional criticism for his
conduct of the mission,
Laird was reminded several
times by Committee Chair-
man William Fulbrlght that
there were no US prisoners
at the camp when the task
force landed there.

Laird’s subsequent de-
fence of US ‘intelligence’
gathering was at times
greeted with hoots, of
laughter.

‘No cameras’

The difficulty was, he
said, that ‘we have no
cameras that can see
through roofs of buildings’.

‘Anti - war’ Congressmen
were also worried that the
raid may well have made
the progress of peace talks
with Hanoi -even more
difficult, coming hard on
Nixon’s November 24
bombing raid of the North
which coincided with the
abortive rescue bid.

Laird’s main defence of
the operation rested on the
alleged plight of the US
prisoners in N Vietnam,
which, he cynically claimed,
contrasted with the ‘humane

Suspended
sentence
for arms
salesman

FINES of up to £20,000 and
suspended sentences ranging
from three weeks to a year
were all that the prosecution
demanded yesterday in the
closing session of the Swiss

arms smuggling trial in
Lausanne.
Seven men —six former

employees of the arms firm
QOerlikon-Buehrle and its pre-
sent head, Dr Dieter Buehrle
have been charged with having
used false documents to avoid
Swiss arms embargo regula-
tions and illegally exporting
arms and ammunition.

A small part of the con-
signment went to Egypt, but
the bulk found its way to
S Africa.

Counsel for multi-millionaire
Buehrle claimed that his client
‘had not acted out of greed
for personal gain’,

The contracts were alto-
gether worth about £8,500,000.

. @ See page three.
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treatment’ of captured guer-
rillas in the South.

It was only a few months
ago that the world learned
of the barbaric ‘tiger cages’
maintained by Laird’s allies
in Saigon for NLF prisoners.

Another specialist in ‘in-
telligence’, Vice - President
Spiro T. Agnew, has already
called for new attempts to
free~US prisoners in the
North.

He told reporters on
Tuesday  that  although
‘these rescues are risky, I
think we can’'t afford to
give up on our PoWs.
We've got to continue to
extricate them whenever we
can’.

Laird has been more
cautious, commenting ‘we
are considering other action’
to secure the release of
prisoners.

Unchanged

Nixon's decision to launch
such an adventure is proof
that his Vietnam policy
remains unchanged.

US imperialism will not
be talked or pursuaded out
of Indo-China; it will have
to be driven out by the
combined blows of the
Vietnamese people and the
international labour move-
ment.

\

In a statement released
today addressed to Presid-
ent Nixon, the heads of
Common  Market and
European Free Trade Area
industrial federations ‘ex-
press their serious concern
at the content of foreign
trade legislation now under
consideration by the
United States Congress’.

Signed for the Confedera-
tion of British Industry by

its President John Partridge,
the letter warns:

‘If access to the United

States market should be
blocked for an increasingly
wide range of our goods,

balance of payments consider-
ations amongst others will
eventually force our govern-
ments to react to restrictive
United States policies.’

EARLY DAYS

These are early days yet for
the development of such a
conflict.

Many US exporters have
much to lose by a European
‘backlash’ against restrictions
on Common Market and EFTA
exports into the USA.

Southern Republican Party
leaders also hope to win votes
away from their Democratic
opponents by coming out for
the protection of the region’s

textile  industry, currently
h;n*d-pressed by Japanese
rivals.

In this context, the pro-

tection campalgn forms part
of Nixon’s ‘southern strategy’.

Despite its tough language,
the letter is obviously intended
to give European backing to
the anti-protectionist lobby in
Congress.

A more pressing problem
facing the Nixon Administra-
tion is the unchecked growth
of inflation, which saw a rise
during October of 0.6 per cent
in retail prices, the sharpest
monthly increase for half a
year.

CAMPAIGN

Tuesday’s figures are ex-
pected to spark off a renewed
campaign by leading econom-
ists and government advisers
for an incomes policy.:

Support for a US ‘wage
freeze’ — either  official or
‘voluntary’ —has been ex-
pressed recently by former
Federal Reserve Board chair-
man McChesney Martin and
his successor Arthur Burns.

These basic economic prob-
lems, made even more acute
by the wages offensive inside
the trade unions, lie behind
the protectionist debate in the
US and today’s statement by
the European employers.
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