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TV technicians’ council vote proves

Fresh C.P.

‘betrayals
abond =t

BY THE EDITOR

‘EXPERIENCE teaches’, wrote Lenin in 1913
about the growth of the political strike in Russia.
This is absolutely true today as well.

Experience teaches us that as December 8 approaches,
the Stalinists are becoming extremely nervous that it
will cease to be a protest gesture and become instead the

first step towards a political strike against the Tory

government.

- The Stalinists dg not. wish
to embarrass® the Tright-wing
leaders of the Trades Union
Congress by initiating a move-
ment which might quickly
surpass their reformist expec-
tations and prove to be a
double-edged weapon.

This is clearly revealed by
the retreat of the Stalinists
in the Association of Cinema-
tograph, Television and Allied
Technicians from their pre-
vious position of support for
December 8 to one of passive
personal protest.

The television industry,
which would otherwise have
been struck on December 8,
will now be operating norm-
ally thanks to Stalinism.

.
Logic

This is the logic of the

Stalinist argument advanced

in the ‘Morning Star’ that

pressure and protest can

force the Tories to retreat in

the same way as Wilson was
forced to retreat in 1969,

To embarrass the TUC
with a demand for a poli-
tical general strike to force
the Tories to resign, would
be to embarrass the Tories
and that would upset the
precarious relationship be-
tween Whitehall and Mos-
cow.

- For the Stalinists, it is a
chilling prospect indeed.

For their centrist
porters — caught
Stalinism and the mighty
sweep of the working-class
movement—it is really un-
enviable and excruciatingly
uncomfortable.

sup-
between

Anguish

Such centrist anguish is
succinctly expressed in a
letter to the ‘Star’ from Nor-
man Dinning, president of the
Enfield district committee  of
the engineers’ union.

Dinning is worried about
heckling of MP Norman
Atkinson at the November 14
Liaison Committee  confer-
ence:

‘Unfortunately there was no
contribution which attempted
to deal with the wvociferous
minority’s demand for a gen-
eral strike’, he continues.

Dinning is concerned that
the Stalinists’ omission of the
demand for a general strike
and their bureaucratic refusal
to answer this demand in
the conference might com-
pound their difficulties during
and after December 8:

‘Such a development [i.e.,
a general strike] may prove

LTI

essential for the defeat of
the industrial relations legis-
lation, indeed I am almost
certain it will, but our Trot-
skyists . . . and similar sec-
tarians—because they are not
integrated in the trade union
organizations — cannot com-
prehend that the whole appar-
atus of trade unionism has
to be involved before such
a development can happen.’

Dinning, unlike the
Stalinists, believes  that
only a general strike can
defeat the Industrial Reia-
tions Bill but like the
Stalinists. he believes it can
be done while leaving
Toryism intact.

This leads him falsely to
depict wus as ‘sectarians’
separate from the trade

unions, who are ignorant of
the tasks involved.

This is patent nonsense
from someone who should
know better . . . as Dinning

acquired most of his political
experience in the Trotskyist
movement.

He knows very well that the
Trotskyist movement — the
Socialist Labour League—is
deeply rooted in the trade
unions, and he should know
by now that, far from ignor-
ing the ‘trade union appara-
tus’, the SLL is the only
revolutionary tendency which
calls upon trade unionists to
make their leaders fight; and
to replace those who won't
with a new revolutionary
leadership that will.

There is no other way
because, as Lenin said. ‘A
new epoch has come. . . .

“The mass of the workers
is advancing from indivi-
dual partial issue to the
point where it will raise the
general issue. The attention
of the widest masses is
now centred on something
more than particular defects
in our . . . life.

‘It is now a question of
the totality of these defects,
taken as a whole. . . .

(‘Experience Teaches’, ‘Pravda’
No. 15, January 19, 1913.)

It is not the Trotskyists
who are restricting the move-
ment and advancing against
the workers, but Dinning’s
friends in the Communist
Party.

The purpose of the anti-
union laws is not only to
discipline the unjons but to
create the framework for a
Bonapartist  dictatorship in
Britain.
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Pits return
to work

ALL BRITAIN’S pits were
working yesterday as miners
in S Wales and the Doncas-
ter area of the Yorkshire coal-
field went back to work.

In Scotland too, miners at
five pits who remained on
strike against the advice of
their area executive returned
to work yesterday.

The ten Doncaster pits went
back after advice from their
leaders and they were joined
by miners at S Kirkby col-
liery in the Barnsley area and
Barnburgh in S Yorkshire.

@ Sece ‘How the CP sold the
miners’, page four.

Scots bakery
vans: 1,000 out

BAKERY-VAN drivers in the
W of Scotland are fighting a
bitter battle against blacklegs
and scab drivers in a strike
for a £4-a-week pay increase.

The 500 drivers, who work
for bakeries in the Glasgow
area, have been on strike
since November 12 for the
increase: which would bring
their basic wage up to £19.

Talks between the two
unions—the Transport and
General Workers and the

Scottish . Commercial Motor-
men—and the W of Scotland
bakery wages council have
broken down and the dispute
has been declared official.

Péter Talbot, assistant sec-
retary of the SCMU, yester-
day estimated that by today
there could be more than
1,000 men on strike.

The employers, he said had
given no indication of making
any increase on their last offer
of £2 4s 6d.

Students back
Dec. 8

THE NATIONAL Union of
Students’ Margate conference
yesterday pledged support to
the December 8 call for strike
action against the anti-union
laws.

An . overwhelming majority
voted in favour of a resolu-
tion giving ‘full support to

those trade unions and
workers participating’ on
December 8.

The conference passed an
emergency resolution con-

demning a letter signed by
150 academics, which attacks
sit-ins and student participa-
tion and «calls for tighter
disciplinary measures against
militants. The emergency
resolution rejected the ‘notion
that the biggest threat to
academic freedom is posed by
students’.

Conference condemned ‘the -

high-handed action of the
Home Secretary’ in holding
Rudi Dutschke’s deportation
appeal behind closed doors.

The daily paper
that leads the

fight against the
Tory government

PRICE 6d.

BAVARIAN ELECTION _,

Strauss makes
right-wing gains

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

FRANZ-Joseph Strauss, head of the Christian
Social Union, emerges as the main contender
for the leadership of the W German far right
after the Bavarian state election.

Dutschke appeal fixed
for mid-December

HEARING of former German student leader Rudi Dutschke’s
appeal against a Home Office deportation order is to be held
before the Immigration Appeals Tribunal on December 17,

18 and 19.

Much of Home Secretary Reginald Maudling’s ‘evidence’
is being kept from Dutschke on the ground of ‘national
security’. This makes a farce of the appeal as he has no means
of replying to evidence he has not seen.

s
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Strike-aid pléa denied, but
~ Production drop
speeds MDW drive

BY JOHN SPENCER

BRITISH car plants turned
out 14,500 fewer cars in
September than in the
same month of 1969,
according to figures issued
today by the Society of
Motor Manufacturers and
Traders.

The Society, which blames
car-industry strikes for the
production decline, says Ford
lost over 11,000 cars, while
British-Leyland production
was down by 6,000.

Chrysler (UK) and Vauxhall
reported smaller losses, but
total car production was down
over 12 per cent.

This latest index of the
motor employers’ crisis under-
lines escalating pressure from
leading car magnates’ spokes-
men for an all-out attack on
their workers” struggle for
better wages and conditions.

‘SCANDAL’

Lucas chairman Kevin
Corley described the industry's
strike situation as a ‘national
scandal’ in his annual report
to shareholders, which wel-
comes Tory anti-union plans
and slates ‘exorbitant’ wage
demands.

He also warns of possible
investment cuts in the Lucas
group ‘unless there is a rapid
and drastic reduction in the
rate of wage and cost infla-
tion".

Inflation—and its reflection
in working-class struggles for
higher wages—is at the centre
of the car employers’ problems.

According to ‘The
Observer’s’ Nora Beloff at the
weekend, British-Leyland chief
Lord Stokes ‘is said. to have
told the government that he
must have substantial long-
term credit if he is to stream-
line the company (which
would mean shutting down
some plants and economizing
on labour in others) and stand
up to prolonged strikes’.

PIN HOPES

Though Leyland’s public-
relations men deny that any
such request has gone for-
ward, management are clearly
pinning their hopes for the
ailing motor giant on the
detailed  23-point  strategy
elaborated by labour relations
director Pat Lowry and
circulating among top r-anage-
ment.

The main lines of Lowry's
strategy are already well
known, though his plan may
entail ‘sweeteners’ aimed at
drawing stewards into the
familiar Measured-Day Work
trap.

One of the chief targets of
the Lowry plan is the Austin-
Morris  division plant at

Cowley, Oxford, where man-
agement have so far tried in
vain to browbeat stewards
into accepting MDW.

Proposals for MDW at the
Cowley assembly plant are
based on a flat rate of £37 a
week for a ‘full piecework
effort’; a 100-per-cent effort.

The company is offering a
daily guarantee of earnings,
with a 75-per-cent annual
guarantee subject to a number
of conditions. But no weekly
guarantee is proposed.

The proposals relate not to
the ADO 28 model, but to all
pieceworkers in the factory,
on ali lines and all models.

With British-Leyland shares
at an all-time low of 5s 1d,
wiping more than £350 million
off the company's 1969 market
value, and with no profits in
prospect for 1970, Stokes and
Lowry are desperate to get the
scheme through.

working.

contractors.

KENSINGTON and Chelsea dustmen will beook on
each morning this week-but do no work until con-
tractors are out of the borough.

When they went to work yesterday, see above,
they found that contrary to the agreement reached
with the council last Friday, contractors were still

The dustmen were to begin a work-to-rule yes-
terday in pursuit of their claim for four weeks’
double pay to clear up the backlog of rubbish.

After discussion with the strike committee, the
works manager at the Warwick Rd depot would
only say that he had no authority to call off the

The committee then demanded a meeting with
someone in authority from the council.

|

Leading CPers
snatched by
Franco police

FOURTEEN leading members of the Spanish Com-
munist Party have been arrested in Madrid.

One of those taken was
Luis Lobato Espronceda, said
to be a member of the Party's
executive committee.

In a round-up on Saturday
night, police claim. to have
seized illegal propaganda and
a modern copying machine.

The equipment was used to
produce clandestine leaflets
during the amnesty campaign
which culminated in country-

wide strikes earlier this
month.

The police claim the
arrested Communist Party

members took part in the
amnesty campaign and demon-
strated against US president
Nixon’s visit to  Madrid
recently.

These arrests are especially
significant in the . light of
recent agreements between
Franco's fascist regime and
the E European Stalinists.

No protest against these
arrests can be expected from
France's new allies. They are
far too concerned  with
cementing good relations with
Franco to let a few jailed
communists stand in the way.

Czechoslovak Stalinists last
week signed an agreement
with Franco to open consular
relations, and Poland and
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Rumania are thought likely to

open full embassies in Madrid -

shortly.

Yugoslavia — whose presi-
dent Tito is a former Spanish

civil-war fighter — is also
expected to open relations
soon.

Trading between the Stalin-
ists and Franco is going on
apace as well.

British Communist Party
members would do well to
reflect on the treacherous
policy of the E European
Stalinists in
cordial relations with the
butcher of the Spanish work-
ing class.

The more the Spanish
workers come out against the
regime the closer the Stalin-
ists’ relations with Franco
become,

British Communist Party
leaders must be forced to
speak out against this system-
atic treachery.

Where do Gollan and
Matthews stand on a policy
which connives at fascists
jailing communists in return
for Spanish lemons, olives and
textiles .and consulates in
Madrid?

maintaining

Nockers may
hack glass men

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

DOCKS LEADERS from
all British ports are to
consider blacking glass
from the Pilkington com-
bine because of its victim-
ization of its labour
force.

A national dock stewards’
committee meeting at Preston
on Saturday heard requests
from three victimized Pilking-
ton workers to black the glass.

The meeting then voted
narrowly against an immedi-
ate ban, and requested fur-
ther documentary proof of
victimization.

‘We will be sending infor-
mation to them,” a member of
the Pilkington's rank-and-file
committee told Workers Press
yesterday.

BEST PROOF

“¢This will include informa-
tion on the blacklist that is
now being used against us by
employers, letters of refusal
from Pilkington’s and other
firms and the agreement
signed by the TUC's Victor
Feather and Lord Cooper of
the Municipal Union promis-
ing that there would be no
victimization after our big
strike.’

But the best proof of all,
he said, is ourselves. )

‘We are still out on the
stones fighting for our rights
— what other proof do
dockers ‘need?’

£1.250 November

Fund needs
£498 13s Td
in seven fays

IT WOULD be dangerous
to sit back now. We have
received £751 6s 5d so far
and ‘we have only seven
days left to complete the
total.

It is only Workers Press
that can lead a nationwide
campaign to defeat the pro-
posed anti-union laws., The
betrayals of the Stalinists
and the trade union leaders
encourage the Tories to
carry out their vicious at-
tacks.

OQur struggle, to defend
. the basic rights of the work-
ing class, is decisive. In this
way, hundreds of thousands
of trade unionists will be
mobilized and this Tory
government can be pushed
right back.

We must go
immediately.

into actioen
Help us by

o zuining ewpryvthisg yor ean -
towards the

November
fund. Don’t delay. Post all
donations today to:

Workers Press Appeal
Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.

Laos battle

PATHET - LAO guerrillas
yesterday overran at least
seven Royal Laotian govern-
ment outposts in their first
big push for some months.

MERSEY CONSTRUCTION WORKER
GIVES VIEWS ON THE

Charter of Basic
Rights

WIDE DISCUSSION throughout the trade union and
labour movement is urgently needed on the All Trades
Unions Alliance’s six-point draft Charter of Basic Rights.

Workers Press is going out
to workers for their com-
ments and criticisms about
the Alliance's campaign to
defend the right to strike, to
full employment and to extend
workers’ gains like the health
service and housing.

Today we publish the views
of a leading Merseyside mem-
ber of the Constructional
Engineering Union.

FRANK GALE is the
Birkenhead branch secretary
of the CEU—a union which
has already declared official
support for the December 8
strike against the Tories” pro-
posed anti-union laws.

He says, however, that the
one-day stoppage Should only
be a beginning of a campaign
for a general strike and the
defeat of the government.

I think that the Charter is
quite correct and I agree
with all its points—any true
socialist could not fail to
agree. So I don’t want to
appear hostile in my remarks
when T say that it does not
state clearly enough the case
for socialism.

It does not state clearly
what a socialist society would
mean for the working class
and how a socialist govern-
ment would solve the prob-
lems that workers now face.

I will be adding amend-
ments to this effect in prepara-
tion for the discussion on the
Charter at the Birmingham
conference gon December 19,

T think we must place more
and more emphasis on the
spiritual gains for the worker
that socialism offers.

. People say that the struggle
is bound up with the material
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His red-baiting
paign, yesterday’s results
showed, collected enough
votes from the neo-Nazi
National Democratic Party
(NDP) to win an absolute
56.6 per cent majority —
8.5 per cent up on his
vote in 1966.

The NDP vote siumped
correspondingly from its 1966
record of 7 per cent to 2.9
per cent.

The Social Democrats —
never a powerful force in a
stronghold of clerical reaction
that also saw the birth of
Nazism — shed 2 per cent of
their 1966 vote to win almost
exactly a third of the poll.

‘Big business gave heavy
backing to the Strauss cam-
paign. )

VEHICLE

German monopolists want
to see Strauss at the head of
the Christian Democratic
Party, the main opposition on
a national scale to social-
democrat Chancellor Willy
Brandt’s shaky coalition with
the ‘liberal’ Free Democrats.

Sections of the Bavarian
middle -class, attracted by
ultra-nationalist and  anti-
communist ideas, also see
Strauss as a more effective
vehiicle for.  lidein - prejudices
than the declining NDP.

Strauss set out to win these
votes back to the CDU fold

without breaking his links
with the more moderate
elements in his own leader-

ship.

Important sections of the W
German ruling class, deeply
concerned both with the grow-
ing militancy of the working
class (wages have increased
by 14 per cent in the last
year) and the possibility of a
recession in the economy, are
now casting around for an
alternative government to that
of Brandt.

FIRM POLICY

While supporting  his
approaches to the Stalinists in
Poland and the Soviet Union
(these have already opened up
the possibility of big new con-
tracts) the banks and mono-
polies desire a firm policy
against the working class on
wages.

So far the Brandt govern-
ment has not been able to
provide one.

It is this fear  of the

working class that is the
driving force behind the
Strauss campaign for the

leadership of the CDU.

All Trades
nions Alliance

Second Annual
Conference

Discuss
THE CHARTER OF
BASIC RIGHTS
The right to a job, to strike and
organize, to retain gains made,

to fair prices, to welfare benefits

and to decent housing.

Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM
Sat. December 19
Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth 10.30.am

For delegates’ or visitors’ credentials send 5s
to Alan Wilkins, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styvechale, Coventry.

cam-
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TV technicians’ council vote proves

Fresh C.P.
‘betrayals

ahead

BY THE EDITOR

‘EXPERIENCE teaches’, wrote Lenin in 1913
about the growth of the political strike in Russia.
This is absolutely true today as well.

Experience teaches us that as December 8 approaches,
the Stalinists are becoming extremely nervous that it
will cease to be a protest gesture and become instead the
first step towards a political strike against the Tory

government.

_ The Stalinists dq not..wish
to embarrass the right-wing
leaders of the Trades Union
Congress by initiating a move-
ment which might quickly
surpass their reformist expec-
tations and prove to be a
double-edged weapon.

This is clearly revealed by
the retreat of the Stalinists
in the Association of Cinema-
tograph, Television and Allied
Technicians from their pre-
vious position of support for
December 8 to one of passive
personal protest.

The television industry,
which would otherwise have
been struck on December 8,
will now be operating norm-
ally thanks to Stalinism.

L]
Logic
This is the logic of the
Stalinist argument advanced
in the ‘Morning Star’ that
pressure and protest can
force the Tories to retreat in

the same way as Wilson was
forced to retreat in 1969.

To embarrass the TUC
with a demand for a poli-
tical general strike to force
the Tories to resign, would
be to embarrass the Tories
and that would upset the
precarious relationship be-
tween Whitehall and Mos-
cow,

- For the Stalinists, it is a
chilling prospect indeed.

For their centrist sup-
porters — caught between
Stalinism and the mighty

sweep of the working-class
movement—it is really un-
enviable and excruciatingly
uncomfortable.

Anguish

Such centrist anguish is
succinctly expressed in a
letter to the ‘Star’ from Nor-
man Dinning, president of the
Enfield district committee- of
the engineers’ union.

Dinning is worried about
heckling of MP Norman
Atkinson at the November 14
Liaison Committee  confer-
ence:

‘Unfortunately there was no
contribution which attempted
to deal with the vociferous
minority’s demand for a gen-
eral strike’, he continues.

Dinning is concerned that
the Stalinists’ omission of the
demand for a general strike
and their bureaucratig refusal
to answer this demand in
the conference might com-
pound their difficulties during
and after December 8:

‘Such a development [i.e,,
a general strike] may prove

LTS

essential for the defeat of
the industrial relations legis-
lation, indeed I am almost
certain it will, but our Trot-
skyists . . . and similar sec-
tarians—because they are not
integrated in the trade union
organizations — cannot com-
prehend that the whole appar-
atus of trade unionism has
to be involved before such
a development can happen.’

Dinning, unlike the
Stalinists, believes  that
only a general strike can
defeat the Industrial Reia-
tions Bill but like the
Stalinists . he believes it can
be done while leaving
Toryism intact.

This leads him falsely to
depict us as ‘sectarians’
separate from the trade
unions, who are ignorant of
the tasks involved.

This is patent nonsense
from someone who should
know better . . . as Dinning
acquired most of his political
experience in the Trotskyist
movement.

He knows very well that the
Trotskyist movement — the
Socialist Labour League—is
deeply rooted in the trade
unions, and he should know
by now that, far from ignor-
ing the ‘trade union appara-
tus’, the SLL is the only
revolutionary tendency which
calls upon trade unionists to
make their leaders fight; and
to replace those who won’t
with a new revolutionary
leadership that will.

There is no other way
because, as Lenin said. ‘A
new epoch has come. . . .

‘The mass of the workers
is advancing from indivi-
dual partial issue to the
point where it will raise the
general issue. The attention
of the widest masses is
now centred on something
more than particular defects
in our . . . life.

‘It is now a question of
the totality of these defects,
taken as a whole. . . .

(‘Experience Teaches’, ‘Pravda’
No. 15, January 19, 1913.)

It is not the Trotskyists
who are restricting the move-
ment and advancing against
the workers, but Dinning’s
friends in the Communist
Party.

The purpose of the anti-
union laws is not only to
discipline the unjons but to
create the framework for a
Bonapartist  dictatorship in
Britain. -

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 8

WOrKers press

INCORPORATING THE NEWSLETTER @ TUESDAY NOVEMBER 24, 1970 @ NUMBER 310

Scots bakery
vans: 1,000 out

BAKERY-VAN drivers in the
W of Scotland are fighting a
bitter battle against blacklegs
and scab drivers in a strike
for a £4-a-week pay increase.

The 500 drivers, who work
for bakeries in the Glasgow
area, have been on strike
since November 12 for the
increase; which would bring
their basic wage up to £19.

Talks between the two
unions—the Transport and
General Workers and the
Scottish . Commercial Motor-
men—and the W of Scotland
bakery wages council have
broken down and the dispute
has been declared official.

Peter Talbot, assistant sec-
retary of the SCMU, yester-
day estimated that by today
there could be more than
1,000 men on strike.

The employers, he said had
given no indication of making
any increase on their last offer
of £2 4s 6d.

Students back
Dec. 8

THE NATIONAL Union of
Students’ Margate conference
yesterday pledged support to
the December 8 call for strike
action against the anti-union
laws.

An overwhelming majority
voted in favour of a resolu-
tion giving ‘full support to

those trade unions and
workers participating’ on
December 8

The conference passed an
emergency resolution con-

demning a letter signed by
150 academics, which attacks
sit-ins and student participa-
tion and calls for tighter
disciplinary measures against
militants. The  emergency
resolution rejected the ‘notion
that the biggest threat to
academic freedom is posed by
students’.

Conference condemned °‘the -

action of the
Home Secretary’ in holding
Rudi Dutschke’s deportation
appeal behind closed doors.

high-handed

The daily paper
that leads the

fight against the
Tory government

PRICE 6d.

BAVARIAN ELECTION =

Strauss makes
right-wing gains

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

FRANZ-Joseph Strauss, head of the Christian
Social Union, emerges as the main contender
for the leadership of the W German far right
after the Bavarian state election.

Pits return
to work

ALL BRITAIN’S pits were
working yesterday as miners
in S Wales and the Doncas-
ter area of the Yorkshire coal-
field went back to work.

In Scotland too, miners at
five pits who remained on
strike against the advice of
their area execqtiv'e returned
to work yesterday.

The ten Doncaster pits went
back after advice from their
leaders and they were joined
by miners at S Kirkby col-
liery in the Barnsley area and
Barnburgh in S Yorkshire.

@ See ‘How the CP sold the
miners’, page four.

Dutschke appeal fixed
for mid-December

HEARING of former German student leader Rudi Dutschke’s
appeal against a Home Office deportation order is to be held
before the Immigration Appeals. Tribunal on December 17,

18 and 19.

Much of Home Secretary Reginald Maudling’s ‘evidence’
is being kept from Dutschke on the ground of ‘national
security’. This makes a farce of the appeal as he has no means
of replying to evidence he has not seen.

Strike-aid plea denied, but
Production drop
speeds MDW drive

BY JOHN SPENCER

BRITISH car plants turned
out 14,500 fewer cars in
September than in the
same month of 1969,
according to figures issued
today by the Society of

Motor Manufacturers and

Traders.

The Society, which blames
car-industry strikes for the
production decline, says Ford
lost over 11,000 cars, while
British-Leyland production
was down by 6,000.

Chrysler (UK) and Vauxhall
reported smaller losses, but
total car production was down
over 12 per cent.

This latest index of the
motor employers’ crisis under-
lines escalating pressure from
leading car magnates’ spokes-
men for an all-out attack on
their workers’ struggle for
better wages and conditions.

‘SCANDAL’

Lucas chairman Kevin
Corley described the industry’s
strike situation as a ‘national
scandal’ in his annual report
to shareholders, which wel-
comes Tory anti-union plans
and slates ‘exorbitant’ wage
demands.

He also warns of possible
investment cuts in the Lucas
group ‘unless there is a rapid
and drastic reduction in the
rate of wage and cost infla-
tion’.

Inflation—and its reflection
in working-class struggles for
higher wages—is at the centre
of the car employers’ problems.

According to ‘The
Observer’s’ Nora Beloff at the
weekend, British-Leyland chief
Lord Stokes ‘is said. to have
told the government that he
must have substantial long-
term credit if he is to stream-
line the company (which
would mean shutting down
some plants and economizing
on labour in others) and stand
up to prolonged strikes’.

PIN HOPES

Though Leyland’s public-
relations men deny that any
such request has gone for-
ward, management are clearly
pinning their hopes for the
ailing motor giant on the
detailed  23-point  strategy
elaborated by labour relations
director Pat Lowry and
circulating among top r~anage-
ment.

The main lines of Lowry's
strategy are already well
known, though his plan may
entail ‘sweeteners’ aimed at
drawing stewards into the
familiar Measured-Day Work
trap.

One of the chief targets of
the Lowry plan is the Austin-
Morris  division plant at

Cowley, Oxford, where man-
agement have so far tried in
vain- to browbeat stewards
into accepting MDW.

Proposals for MDW at the
Cowley assembly plant are
based om a flat rate of £37 a
week for a ‘full piecework
effort’; a 100-per-cent effort.

The company is offering a
daily guarantee of earnings,
with a 75-per-cent annual
guarantee subject to a number
of conditions. But no weekly
guarantee is proposed.

The proposals relate not to
the ADO 28 model, but to all
pieceworkers in the factory,
on all lines and all models.

With British-Leyland shares
at an all-time low of 5s 1d,
wiping more than £350 million
off the company’s 1969 market
value, and with no profits in
prospect for 1970, Stokes and
Lowry are desperate to get the
scheme through.

working.

contractors.

KENSINGTON and Chelsea dustmen will book on
each morning this week*but do no work until con-
tractors are out of the borough.

When they went to work yesterday, see above,
they found that contrary to the agreement reached
with the council last Friday, contractors were still

The dustmen were to begin a work-to-rule yes-
terday in pursuit of their claim for four weeks’
double pay to clear up the backlog of rubbish.

After discussion with the strike committee, the
works manager at the Warwick Rd depot would
only say that he had no authority to call off the

The committee then demanded a meeting with
someone in .authority from the council.

Leading CPers
snatched by
Franco police

FOURTEEN leading members of the Spanish Com-
munist Party have been arrested in Madrid.

One of those taken was
Luis Lobato Espronceda, said
to be a member of the Party’s
executive committee.

In a round-up on Saturday
night, police claim to have
seized illegal propaganda and
a modern copying machine.

The equipment was used to
produce clandestine leaflets
during the amnesty campaign
which culminated in country-

wide strikes earlier this
month.

The police claim the
arrested Communist Party
members took part in the

amnesty campaign and demon-
strated against US president
Nixon’s visit to Madrid
recently.

These arrests are especially
significant in the . light of
recent agreements between
Franco’s fascist regime and
the E European Stalinists.

No protest against these
arrests can be expected from
Franco’s new allies. They are
far too concerned with
cementing good relations with
Franco to let a few jailed
communists stand in the way.

Czechoslovak Stalinists last
week signed an agreement
with Franco to open consular
relations, and Poland and
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Rumania are thought likely to
open full embassies in Madrid
shortly.

Yugoslavia — whose presi-
dent Tito is a former Spanish

civil-war fighter — is also
expected to open relations
soon.

Trading between the Stalin-
ists and Franco is going on
apace as well.

British Communist Party
members would do well ‘to
reflect on the treacherous
policy of the E European
Stalinists in maintaining
cordial relations with the
butcher of the Spanish work-
ing class.

The more the Spanish
workers come out against the
regime the closer the Stalin-
ists’ relations with ¥Franco
become.

British Communist Party
leaders must be forced to
speak out against this system-
atic treachery.

Where do Gollan and
Matthews stand on a policy
which connives at fascists
jailing communists in return
for Spanish lemons, olives and
textiles and consulates in
Madrid?

Dockers may
hack glass men

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

DOCKS LEADERS from
all British ports are to
consider blacking glass
from the Pilkington com-
bine because of its victim-
ization of its labour
force.

A natiopal dock stewards’
committee meeting at Preston
on Saturday heard requests
from three victimized Pilking-
ton workers to black the glass.

The meeting then voted
narrowly against an immedi-
ate ban, and requested fur-
ther documentary proof of
victimization.

‘We will be sending infor-
mation to them,” a member of
the Pilkington’s rank-and-file
committee told Workers Press
yesterday.

BEST PROOF

"¢This will include informa-
tion on the blacklist that is
now being used against us by
employers, letters of refusal
from Pilkington’s and other
firms and the agreement
signed by the TUC’s Victor
Feather and Lord Cooper of
the Municipal Union promis-
ing that there would be no
victimization aftéer our big
strike.’

But the best proof of all,
he said, is ourselves.

‘We are still out on the
stones fighting for our rights
— what other proof do
dockers 'need?’

£1250 November
Fund needs
£498 13s 1
in seven days

IT WOULD be dangerous
to sit back now. We have
received £751 6s 5d so far
and ‘we have only seven
days left to complete the
total.

It is only Workers Press
that can lead a nationwide
campaign to defeat the pro-
posed anti-union laws. The
betrayals of the Stalinists
and the trade union leaders
encourage the Tories to
carry out their vicious at-
tacks.

Our struggle, to defend
. the basic rights of the work-
ing class, is decisive. In this
way, hundreds of thousands
of trade unionists will be
mobilized and this Tory
government can be pushed
right back.

We must go into action
immediately. Help us by
z.izdng everything yomr cam
towards the November
fund. Don’t delay. Post all
donations today to:

Workers Press Appeal
Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4,

Laos battle

PATHET LAO  guerrillas
yesterday overran at least
seven -Royal Laotian govern-
ment outposts in their first
big push for some months.

MERSEY CONSTRUCTION WORKER
GIVES VIEWS ON THE

Charter of Basic
Rights

WIDE DISCUSSION throughout the trade union and
labour movement is urgently needed on the All Trades
Unions Alliance’s six-point draft Charter of Basic Rights.

Workers Press is going out

to workers for their com-
ments and criticisms about
the Alliance’s campaign to
defend the right to strike, to
full employment and to extend
workers’ gains like the health
service and housing.

Today we publish the views
of a leading Merseyside mem-
ber of the Constructional
Engineering Union.

FRANK GALE is the
Birkenhead branch secretary
of the CEU—a union which
has already declared official
support for the December 8
strike against the Tories’ pro-
posed anti-union laws.

He says, however, that the
one-day stoppage Should only
be a beginning of a campaign
for a general strike and the
defeat of the government.

I think that the Charter is

quite correct and I agree
with all its points—any true
socialist could not fail to
agree. So I don’t want to
appear hostile in my remarks
when I say that it does not
state clearly enough the case
for socialism.

It does not state clearly
what a socialist society would
mean for the working class
and how a socialist govern-
ment would solve the prob-
lems that workers now face.

I will be adding amend-
ments to this effect in prepara-.
tion for the discussion on the
Charter at the Birmingham
conference qn December 19.

I think we must place more
and more emnphasis on the
spiritual gains for the worker
that socialism offers.

. People say that the struggle
is bound up with the material
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His red-baiting
paign, yesterday’s results
showed, collected enough
votes from the neo-Nazi
National Democratic Party
(NDP) to win an absolute
56.6 per cent majority —
8.5 per cent up on his
vote in 1966.

The NDP vote slumped
correspondingly from its 1966
record of 7 per cent to 2.9
per cent.

The Social Democrats —
never a powerful force in a
stronghold of clerical reaction
that also saw the birth of
Nazism — shed 2 per cent of
their 1966 vote to win almost
exactly a third of the poll.

_Big business gave heavy
backing to the Strauss cam-
paign.

VEHICLE

German monopolists want
to see Strauss at the head of
the Christian Democratic
Party, the main opposition on
a national scale to social-
democrat Chancellor Willy
Brandt’s shaky coalition with
the ‘liberal’ Free Democrats.

Sections of the Bavarian

middle -class, attracted by
ultra-nationalist and  anti-
communist ideas, also See

Strauss as a more effective

velvicte fox. - tdeii - prejudices -

than the declining NDP.

Strauss set out to win these
votes back to the CDU fold
without breaking his links
with the more moderate
elements in his own leader-
ship.

Important sections of the W
German ruling class. deeply
concerned both with the grow-
ing militancy of the working
class (wages have increased
by 14 per cent in the last
year) and the possibility of a
recession in the economy, are
now casting around for an
alternative government to that
of Brandt.

FIRM POLICY

While supporting his
approaches to the Stalinists in
Poland and the Soviet Union
(these have already opened up
the possibility of big new con-
tracts) the banks and mono-
polies desire a firm policy
against the working class on
wages.

So far the Brandt govern-
ment has not been able to
provide one.

It is this fear - of the
working class that is the
driving force behind the
Strauss campaign for the

leadership of the CDU.

All Trades

Unions Alliance

Second Annual
Conference

Discuss
THE CHARTER OF
BASIC RIGHTS
The right to a job, to strike and
organize, to retain gains made,

to fair prices, to welfare benefits

and to decent housing.

Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM
Sat. December 19
Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth 10.30.am_

For delegates’ or visitors" credentials send 5s
to Alan Wilkins, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styvechale, Coventry.

cam-
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| One day

| life of
Ivan Denisovitch’

by Alexander Solzhenitsyn

A SLIM VOLUME with
no chapter divisions,
Alexander Solzhenitsyn‘s
‘One Day in the Life of
Ivan Denisovitch® has
stimulated more discus-
sion and focused more
attention on the struggle
of oppositionists in the
Stalinized Soviet Union
than any other work
since the time of the
Moscow Trials.

in the

QEOOKSS

Reviewed by Hafry Lamb .

Emerging almost simul-
taneously with the resurgehce
of big class battles in Eurgpe,
America and the ‘colonial’
world, ' this account of a
Stalinist ‘labour’ camp made
the writer the centre of a
storm of outrage, argument
and struggle, above all at the
time in the Soviet Union
itself.

Stalin’s death in 1953, together

~ with the growing re-emergence of

the world working class as a

IMPORTANT RERDING

IN

NEW PARK PUBLICATIORS

STALINISM
BRITAIN

A TROTSKYIST ANALYSIS
BY ROBERT BLACK

Available from

New Park Publications

186A Clapham High St.. SW4a.
Price 24s post incl

(-I‘ would like information about

| THE SOCIALIST
LABOUR LEAGUE!

Fill in the form below and send to NATIONAL I
SECRETARY, SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE,
I 186A CLAPHAM HIGH ST, LONDON, SW4, I

I Name
Address '

G

;
J

fighting force; posed enormous
problems for. the Soviet bureau-
cracy. . .. .. . o

How to stem the wave of

hatred and revolt inside the
workers’  states,  against the
results of their bureaucratic

deformation, whilst maintaining
some kind of ‘liberal’ anti-Stalin
appearance?

The Khrushchev solution was
one of the kid glove and the iron
fist; the mouthings of a toothless
lion were followed by the most

vicious of maulings from its
steel claws. :
The ‘secret speech’ of 1956

and the rehabilitation of political
prisoners—Solzhenitsyn was one
— were accompanied by the
bloody repressions of workers’
revolts in E Germany in 1953 and
Hungary 1956.

Manoeuvres

Through the tangle of bureau-
cratic manoeuvres, out of the
bloody street battles, through
some crack forced in the Stalinist
monolith, ‘One Day...’ emerged,
slender, thin, an emaciated
skeleton of a novel, as sparse of
embellishments as the life of a
camp inmate.

‘No western reader can fail
to experience the absence of
Freudian or post-Freudian psy-
chology, or the whole corpus
of literature in the world which
has advanced our feeling and
comprehension in “modern”
terms since the beginning of
the 20th century . . .

‘One is bemused to find
Solzhenitsyn operating in the
middle of the 20th century
with the equipment of the
19th, and forced to condemn
not the writer himself — how
could he acquire what was
forbidden?—but those aspects
of the society which placed
him in this predicament.’
(David Mercer, ‘The News-
letter’, January 18, 1969.)

In short, the appearance of
Solzhenitsyn’s novel in 1962 was
as if an escapee from a camp had
burst into a congress of a western
‘Communist’ Party, during a
heated discussion on Stalin and
the Soviet Union.

There he would stand,’ pale,
head-shaven, sub-9 stone, his
padded trousers and knee-length
boots scuffed and patched. His
numbered jacket is bound tightly
around him with cord, a fur hat,
zealously preserved over the
interminable years, might be
tucked in his arm-pit; a spoon,
cast from illicitly-- acquired
aluminium, bearing the mocking
engravure ‘Ust-Izhma, 1944’ lies
in his left boot. His mouth would
split, through bare gums (scurvy
has seen to his teeth), a hoarse
cry:

‘This, comrades, was how it
really was!’

It is the very bareness, the
naturalistic style, the lack of
fantasy or psycho-analysis, or
conjecture, which must account
for the immediate clamour for
the work which arose.

94,000 copies of ‘Novy Mir’
No. 11 disappeared from the
bookstalls as if devoured by
locusts.

Long-hand copies were made
and circulated; the book came to

the West, appearing in Britain
first in 1963.

This 1970 reprint (Gollancz,
hard-cover) was closely folowed
on to the bookstore shelves by a
Sphere paperback. \

The continued acclaim for
Solzhenitsyn’s work has put a
‘major film’ of ‘One Day ...’
into production, featuring Tom
Courtenay.

The power of the book, and
the resultant acclaim it immedi-
ately received in Soviet Russia,
lies in its presentation of the
crushing horror and terror of the
camp, and, opposed to this, the
will and indomitable spirit
amongst the prisoners to struggle
and survive,

These effects are achieved not
by histrionics, dramatic scenes of
sadism, or mystic monologues,
but through a clear, hard, objec-
tivity.

This naturalistic  approach
derives no doubt from the 19th
century school of ‘realistic’

writing. Whereas Yevgenny Zam-
yatin used this in a phoney way
in his novel ‘We’, to avoid if
possible a political stance, it is
entirely justified, artistically and
politically, in the work of the
later author.

Although the book does not
contain such open discussion and
political criticism as his later
books, the points are tellingly
made. For instance, Solzhenitsyn
describes the early-morning pre-
parations for the day’s work:

‘Several’ of the team-leaders
who were on their way to the
Production Planning Depart-
ment had gathered near the
pole with the thermometer,
and one of the younger ones, a
former Hero of the Soviet

Union, shinned up it and
wiped the instrument .. .’
(p. 17.)

‘Former hero’

The casual reference to the
‘‘former Hero’ amongst the
prisoners is typical of the

pointedness of  Solzhenitsyn’s
attack. Similarly:
‘An - old, bearded artist

shuffled off to the Culture and
Education department for the
brush and paint he needed to
touch up the numbers on the
prisoners uniforms.” (p. 25.)

Yes, certainly a place for
artists under Stalin!

The way in which characters
‘shuffle’ across -the line of
Solzhenitsyn’s vision is integral
to the way in which he conveys
life in the camp. Relationships
between men could rarely go
deeper than sharing in the prac-
tical struggle to survive; the
characters are all assessed from
the standpoint of how they will
measure up to this task:

‘Nearby sat Captain Buinov-
sky...He was simply relaxing,

warming up. He was not strong.

enough to rise to his feet and
go out into the cold or into
that frigid warming-up point
. . . He was a newcomer. He
was unused to the hard life of
the zeks [prisoners]. Though
he didn’t know it, moments
like this were particularly im-
portant to him, for they were
transforming him from an
eager, confident naval officer

with a ringing voice into an
inert, though wary, zek. And
only in that inertness lay the
chance of surviving the 25
years of imprisonment he’d
been sentenced to.’ (p. 91.)

We are introduced to a whole
range of prisoners, some at
length, some only fleetingly, as in
the case of Kolya Vdovushkin:

‘As can happen ‘only in
camps, Stepan Grigorych had
advised Vdovushkin to describe
himself as a medical assistant,
and had taken him on at the
infirmary and taught him to
make intravenous injections on
ignorant prisoners, to whose
innocent minds it could never
occur that Vdovushkin wasn’t
a medical assistant at all.
.Vdovushkin had been a uni-
versity student of literature,
arrested while still in his
second year. The doctor
wanted him to write in prison
what he’d been given no
opportunity to write in free-
dom.’” (p. 30.)

Vdovushkin never features in
the book after this passage, but
our understanding and experience
of what the camp life is, has been
enriched, extended to a further
dimension. ‘

A number of critics have
remarked how  Solzhenitsyn’s
works are invariably set in one
particular location—the camp, a
hospital ward etc.—which is used
as a microcosmic analysis of the
whole of Soviet society.

J ournalistically

This does not become immedi-
ately obvious in ‘One Day ... ’;
references to the ‘outside’ are
minimal — the prisoners try to
force it from their minds — and
the Camp is depicted ‘journa-
listically’, with no obvious
imagery.

But in the detailed description
of the ‘Life’ we do find reflected
the parasitic activities of the
bureaucrats, who cream off the
wealth produced by the Soviet
working class. Particularly in
passages like this one, on pages
83 and 84:

‘All the cook did himself
was this: he poured the groats
into the pot, adding salt; he
divided the fat between the
pot and himself (good fat
didn’t reach the zeks, and the
rancid all went into the
cauldron . . . ). Another thing
he did: he stirred the kasha
when it was boiling.

‘The sanitary inspector had
even less to do— he sat and
watched; but when the por-
ridge was ready he got his
helping, as much as his belly
would hold. And the cook too.
Then the duty team-leader
arrived—the team was changed
every day—to have a taste and
decide whether the stuff was
good enough for the proles.
He received a double
portion . ..’

Thcle fate of ain ‘iinmate's food
parcel is similar escribed .
169-170). Y op

Solzhenitsyn’s incredible eye
for detail tells us more graphic-
ally than any other account, of
life in a Stalinist camp.

We do not really need a
detailed biography of the author

to know he writes from first-
hand experience. The seeming
interminableness of the jail
‘stretches’ haunts the book.
Startlingly, on page 75:

‘Shukov loocked up at the
sky and gasped: it was clear
that the sun had climbed
almost to the dinner-hour . . .
That was something he’d often
noticed. The days rolled by in
the camp — they were over
before you could say “knife”.
But the years, they never
rolled by: they never moved
by a second.’

Yet this emphasis on the end-
less repetition of the days and
nights does not produce a dreary,
slow-moving book. There are
moments of drama and acute
tension, particularly the race
back to the camp, and the search-
ing of the prisoners, when Ivan
Shukov has a small blade con-
cealed in his glove.

The suspense that the writer
achieves here could only come
about, of course, after he had
established in the reader’s mind
the great importance that a
prisoner .would attach to a thing
like a knife —and the extreme
punishments handed out to
those who break rules.

This he has done brilliantly in
the preceding sections of the
book.

‘One Day in the Life of Ivan

Denisovitch® must be recom-
mended, not simply as an exposé
of Stalinism, but as an intensely
moving testimony to the will-
power and resilience of man, to
struggle against the most terrible
persecution and oppression.

Solzhenitsyn tells wus with
almost kinematic detail, ‘how it
was’.

Evidence

But there is only too much
evidence that the methods of
Stalinism did not die with Stalin.
Artists, intellectuals, Red Army
men, workers, youth, lie now in
camps like that which held
‘Shukov’ and his comrades.

Yet the very fact that the
bureaucracy has not been able to
re-imprison Solzhenitsyn, (though
he has been expelled from the
Writers’ Union, and his works
are banned) must be evidence of
the far-ranging support he enjoys
in the Soviet Union.

Even Alexey Surkov, one of
the bureaucrats’ pet ‘writers’,
was forced to make this remark:
commenting on Solzhenitsyn’s
courageous decision to accept the
recently awarded Nobel Prize for
Literature, he compared this
writer with the earlier Pasternak,
who gained the same award but
did not accept, for fear of
banishment.
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‘The works of Solzhenitsyn,”
said Surkov* ‘are more danger-
ous to us [i.e. the Stalinists]
‘than those of Pasternak.
Pasternak was a man divorced
from life, while Solzhenitsyn,
with his animated, militant,
ideological temperament, is a
man of principle.’

The slender, bare fragment
which represents ‘One Day in the
Life of Ivan Denisovitch’ tells us
graphically ‘how it was’ . .. and
the continued struggle of its
author and his supporters against
Stalinism tells us that freedom
was not won from a Khrush-
chevite ‘rehabilitation’.

The much-vaunted ‘thaw’ did
not reach the freezing Steppes.

It will only be when the
Oppositionists re-establish their
historic links with the fight
against bureaucracy begun by
Lenin and taken up by Trotsky,
that the road will be opened to
the complete material and
spiritual liberation of the Soviet
people.

On that day, the figure burst-
ing on.the stage of history. will
carry a proud banner: ‘This
comrades, is how it was, and
how it is’, he can say of Solz-
henitsyn’s book. ‘But this, is how
it will be.

*Quoted in Abraham Brumberg's
‘In Quest of Justice—Protest and
Dissent in the Soviet Union’
(Pall Mall).
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McCrae and Mari Blanchard. Rival
groups try to capture a black stallion.
8.30 London. 11.15 Better driving,
weather.

ULSTER: 11.00-2.35 London. 4.30
Romper room. 4.50 News. 4.55 Lon-
don. 6.00 UTV reports. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 Movie: ‘Girl on the Boat’. With
Norman Wisdom and Millicent Martin.
Two young men board a trans-Atlantic
liner in New York. 8.30 London.
11.15 White line.

YORKSHIRE: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.15
wind in the willows. 4.30 Matinee.
4.55 London. 6.00 Calendar, weather.
6.30 Nanny and the professor. 7.00
Film: *‘The Siege at Red River’. With
Van Johnson, Joanne Dru and Richard
Boone. Two Southern raiders rob a
Yankee cavalry train. 8.30 London.
11.15 All our yesterdays. 11.45 Weather. |.

GRANADA: 11.00-2.35 London. 4.10
News. Peyton Place. 4.40 Origami.
4.55 London. 6.01 Six-o-one. 6.15
Julia. 6.45 Film: ‘Beneath the Twelve-
Mile Reef’. With Robert Wagner,
Terry Moore and Gilbert Roland. The
love of two young people is threatened
by their fathers. 8.30 London. 11.15
Four just men.

TYNE TEES: 11.00-2.35 London. 4.10
News. 4.15 Mad movies. 4.40 En-
chanted house. 4.55 London. 6.00
Today at six. 6.25 Where the jobs are.
6.30 Film: ‘Somewhere I'll Find You’.
With Clark Gable and Lana Turner.
Two crack war correspondents lose
their jobs after tricking the editor
into running a story against the

paper’s policy. 8.30 London. 11.15
News. 11.30 Epilogue.
BORDER : 1.38-3.00 London. 4.10

News. 4.12 Telephone game. 4.40 Ori-
gami. 4.55 London. 6.00 News. Look-
around. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 ‘Guns
of Diablo’. With Charles Bronson,
Susan Oliver and Russ Conway. Vio-
lence in gold-rush days. 8.25 London.
11.15 Better driving. 11.40 News,
weather, '

SCOTTISH: 11.00-3.00 Landon. 3.40
Dateline. 3.50 Horoscope. 3.52 Women
today. 4.15 Enchanted house. 4.30
London. 6.00 Dateline, 6.30 University
challenge. 7.00 Telephone game, 7.30
Marcus Welby MD. 8.30 London, 11.15
Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 10.58-2.35 London. 3.49
News. 3.52 Women today. 4.10 En-
chanted house. 4.25 Wally Whyton
style, 4.55 London., 6.00 News and
weather. 6.10 Ron Thompson reports.
6.35 Crossroads. 6.55 Western. ‘Relent-
less’. With Robert Young and Mar-
guerite Chapman. An innocent man is
suspected of murdering two old pros-
pectors. 8.30 London. 11.15 Better
driving.
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THE RISE AND RISE OF MICHAEL RIMMER
DIRECTED BY KEVIN BILLINGTON
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER DAVID FROST
SHOWING AT THE WARNER-RENDEZVOUS

tions

MEDIA MANIPULATION has been the source of a nagging anxiety

among liberal circles for some time.

The power of the image,
the sales
dream merchants, the opinion
polls, the hidden persuasion,
are important and powerful
weapons in the arsenal of
the bourgeoisie.

But for the liberal they remain
a trouble to his' conscience, as
he stands on the sidelines, the
guilty lap dog of the ruling class.

The post-war boom gave rise
to the growth of a media indus-
try; the number of ad men grew,
TV expanded, consumption
seemed endless and confirmed
the omnipotence of the mani-
pulators.

Impressionistic

The liberals warned of the
cheapening ‘values, while the
bourgeoisie were supposed to
have bought off the working
class with cars, refrigerators and
TV sets.

Theé politics of the boom were
also reflected in the workers’
movement; revisionists declared
that the proletariat could not
be considered a revolutionary
class. Instead impressionistic
theories of the revolutionary role
of the students had a vogue.

Equally it was pointed out that
in the Soviet Union similar
manipulative techniques predom-
inated. The wise ones shook
their heads and said that all
Soviet workers wanted was the
same as their counterparts in
the West; cars, comfort and
carpets, the implication being,
how dare they?

History has a way, however, of
turning such assumptions on
their heads, into their opposites.

The boom has become trans-
formed into the biggest crisis
that international capitalism has
faced. The ‘liberalized’ Soviet
bureauéracy rolled tanks into
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Czechcslovakia. Events in May-
June, 1968 in France exposed
international Stalinism as a major
counter-revolutionary force.

The chickens come home to
roost in no uncertain way, and
of course liberals, and social
democrats, Stalinists and revi-
sionists are prostrated by the
change.

Blind

What unites these groups with
media men is a shared idealist
vision of the world which views
society as a set of fixed strings
on which the unscrupulous can
play.

They are blind to contradic-
tion, to the struggle of opposites
which is the source of all move-
ment and change. They substi-
tute appearance for the historic
primacy of the class struggle.

The period we are now in is
the negation of the boom. All the
characteristics of the
period are transformed into
their opposites.

The ad man’s dream world has
become his nightmare. The con-
sumer goods which once held
back the working class now, by
their shortage, drive them for-
ward in a revolutionary way. The
boom that promised a consumers’
paradise now threatens the basic
rights of workers. The period
of class truce is now a declara-
tion of class war.

The liberal who has been
snuffing his righteous way
through the boom is faced with
a new reality, and barks his
warning at his pay master.
There is nothing like class
struggle to expose the reactionary
assumptions of these hirelings.
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It is for this reason that the
film ‘The Rise and Rise of
Michael Rimmeyr’ is worth a visit.

It's about the power of the
media and is made by prominent
media men. It’s producer is none
other than David Frost. The
owner of Paradine Productions
who financed the piece.

Frost’s other business interests
also feature in the in the
shape of London Weekend Tele-
vision of which he is a major
shareholder.

The main star is Peter- Cook,
a well-known satirist, who also
wrote the script, and the direc-

tor, Kevin Billington.

‘1 CANNOT tell you how
strange I feel sometimes in
my attempt to lead a more
civilized life than my con-
temporaries’, wrote James
Joyce in a letter to his
brother Stanislaus in 1905.

‘Why should I have brought
Nora'—his common-law wife—
‘to a priest or a lawyer to make
her swear away her life for me?

‘And why should I - super-
impose on my child the very
troublesome burden of belief
which my father and mother
superimposed upon me?’

Harold Pinter’s direction of
Joyce’s only stage play ‘EXILES’,
at London’s Mermaid Theatré,
captures some of this strange-
ness; this unquiet effort.

Completed ten years after his
letter to Stanislaus (Joyce was in
the process of finishing it in
Trieste when Italy entered the
war in May 1915), the play
centres around the return of a
writer—Richard Rowan—and his
family to Dublin after a period
of voluntary exile.

Prism

The only attraction of Richard’s
common-law wife Bertha for his
friend Robert Hand, a journalist,
is revived —and what ensues
forms the substance of the plot.

While this refracts through a
dramatic prism certain incidents
in Joyce's own experience, the
play takes very critical look at
the problems of breaking—in a
purely rationalistic manner —
from the rigid — Irish Catholic
morality of the period.

Richard attempts to complete

Above and below: RONALD FRASER as Tom Hutchinson.
Left: GEORGE A. COOPER as the Bishop of Cowley.

The story
Michael Rimmer, who appears
one day in the decrepit offices
of a failing advertising agency.
Within a short time he has
transformed it into a power-
house of success.

concerns one

A sex survey conducted by
the agency puts them on the
front page of every major news-
paper and television screen. By
rigging the samples of a rival
opinion poll, he discredits the
other firm.

(This sequence is actually
very funny. They send a squad
of people to be interviewed on
their religious habits and the
survey reveals from the sampling

this break — his ‘exile’, though

returned home—through a tor-
tuous struggle for Bertha’s free-
dom either to accept and return
Robert’s attentions or not.

"Robert proposes ‘a battle of
both our souls, different as they
are, against all that is false in
them and in the world. The
battle of your soul against the
spectre of fidelity, of mine
against the spectre of friendship.

‘All life’, he says, ‘is a con-
quest, the victory of human pas-
sion over the commandments of
cowardice.’

Contest

But this, Richard replies, ‘is
the language of my youth’.

What Robert proposes is a con-
test. ‘Shall we? Freely? To-
gether?’ he urges.

‘Together no, Richard

JAMES JOYCE
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that the majority of one small
town are Buddhists.)

Rimmer then turns his atten-
tion to politics and conducts a
campaign for the Tory leader,
discrediting the Labour Prime
Minister, by persuading him to
over expose himself on tele-
vision.

Rimmer finally enters politics
himself, becomes the Tory
Chancellor of the Exchequer
and eliminates the Prime Min-
ister by pushing him off an oil
rig.

He is now the first minister
of the land and institutes a sys-
tem of ballot government where
the entire electorate are asked

responds. ‘Fight your part alone.
I will not free you. Leave me to
fight mine.’

Joyce’s approach to the prob-
lem is entirely individualistic.

Richard’s strategy in  his
attempt to hold Bertha ‘by no
bonds, even of love, to be united
with you in body and soul in
utter nakedness’ is to inflict
upon himself a ‘restless’ living
wounding doubt’ about her phy-
sical fidelity.

Yet it is Robert, and not he,
who leaves.

‘Exiles’ is a subtle and inter-
esting play, and the Mermaid
cast—John Wood, Vivien Mer-
chant, Timothy West and Lynn
Farleigh — are to be congratu-
lated on bringing it refreshingly
alive despite the sometimes dry,
intractable  nature of the
material.

| UEDVAY >

‘The ad-man’s dream-world beconies his

nightmare . . ’- A BRIAN MOORE REVIEW

their opinion on every matter of
policy. In time everyone is so
bored with filling in forms that
they vote him the first dictator
of the land in order to stop
being bothered.

What characterizes the film- is
its cynicism and contempt of
the working class.

However much it might pro-
test that this satire is a warning
against a possible future (the film
was in fact made before the
election and was intended to be
a prediction for the future, God
help us) it only. reaffirms the

cynical assumptions that it is

supposedly criticizing.

It is the product, ultimately,
of an arrogant élitist way of
thinking.

It considers workers as morons
and imbeciles, dupes of any who
care to manipulate them and
pander to their backwardness. It
also assumes that all workers are
racialist. .

‘Vulgar’ forces.

This, of course, is the under-
lying class position of the
liberal, feeling the pressure, even
inside the walls of his Hampstead
salon.

Their orderly good taste and
ironic wit is being challenged by
‘vulgar’ forces . . . but we can
do without their contemptuous
laments.

Nothing can remain fixed. At
a time of big revolutionary strug-
gle the liberal cannot remain
on the sidelines nor vanish
through a hole in history. He
must either identify with his
masters or turn to the working
class.

‘The Rise and Rise of Michael
Rimmer’ shows only too clearly
the transmission from idealism
to extreme reaction, for they are
opposites of the same coin.

‘That Was 'the Week That
Was’ . . . was the satire of the
boom. In the revolutionary
1970s it’s the cry of middle-class
crisis and reaction.

RICHARD PEARSON is
Steven Hench.

PETER COOK plays
Michael Rimmer.

Power

and waste

IF BRITAIN’S 115,000 electricity
supply workers decide to strike,
the capitalist press, the Tory gov-
ernment and the Central Elec-
tricity Generating Board will
almost certainly hurl at them all
the usual abuse about waste of
resources and losses.

Only those who see ‘through
these intimidating tactics will
raise their eyebrows at the sight
of the CEGB bemoaning waste
and losses.

They will remember that last
year the Board’s profits were
£64.5 million, achieved on the
basis of slashing hours, sacking
workers—20,000 in the last two
years—and forcing up produc-
tivity by 40 per cent.

True the strike will
suffering.

cause

*

The private contractors who
do so well out of the industry’s
profits will face a lean time, the
Tories may be a little short of
cash to keep the old family

" businesses going and the state

firm chiefs may have to wait a
little before they can have
another £50-a-week pay increase.

None of these will consider
the Board’s 35s offer in the least
derisory compared to the £5
being demanded by ' the union
and the £10 being sought by the
men.

Without doubt Aims of Indus-
try—financed by private enter-
prise big business—will be among
those with pity for the ‘sufferers’
and none for the ungrateful
strikers. ‘

Last week they were eager to
prove that the CEGB wastes two-
thirds of the energy produced
in power stations through dis-
sipating it in river and sea water
—enough to provide heat for 50
million people a year. The
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CEGB does not disagree.

But neither do they point out
that the cost of saving this heat
through complicated and expen-
sive engineering works would
not make-it worth their while.
What this means is that if profit
were not the sole criterion for
action, 50 million people would
benefit.

When the witch-hunt of the

supply workers comes, the CEGB

should ask itself who is respon-
sible for waste. It should also
ask what can be done about' it.

But they will not dare to
come up with an answer.

Aims of Industry and the
CEGB know that such waste will
not be eliminated except in a
socialist economy where industry
has been brought under workers’
control and where profit no
longer decides how resources are
used.
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