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Welsh miners-

to strike
from Monday

LEADERS OF 40,000 Welsh miners voted
overwhelmingly at Porthcawl yesterday to back
all-out official coalfield strike action from

Monday.

But the S Wales area coun-
cil of the National Union of
Mineworkers refused to allow
discussion of militant demands
to call for” an™ immediate
walk-out on the coalfield. -

After the meeting, however,
delegates felt that the vote
would persuade more men in
the Welsh pits to strike from
today. -

‘I can’t see many men going
back now, Cwm colliery
delegate Bryn Williams told
Workers Press.

‘We have to give an im-
mediate lead to the miners in
England and Scotland and
this means coming out now.
Though we are quite satisfied
with the decision to strike
en masse on Monday.’

Vote
The vote showed 545 lodge
delegates in favour of strike
action out of a total of 674.
Only eight lodges — repre-

From Stephen Johns
Porthcawl, Wednesday

..seénting 6,440 . miners — voted
against. The 80 lodges who
voted to come out have in
membership 27,250 miners.

A special meeting of the
NUM's S Wales area council
has been called for today to
discuss appeals to other coal-
fields to support the Welsh
miners. )

Approaches will be made
to the Transport and General
Workers’ Union and the
National Union of Railway-
men—who could be involved
in transporting the National
Coal Board’'s meagre stocks—
to ask for their support.

Arafat
¢ 9

concern

over Jordan
[ ] [ ]

position
' PALESTINE commando leader
Yassir Arafat arrived in Cairo
un-announced yesterday morn-
ing for talks with Egyptian,

Libyan and Sudanese leaders
over the Jordan situation.

The appointment of extreme
right-winger Wasfi El Tell as
the new Jordanian premier is
high on the agenda at the
talks.

Last week Egypt withdrew
its ambassador in Jordan as
an expression of concern about
Tell’s appointment.

Clashes between the Jordan
Army and the guerrillas have
continued sporadically despite
the sell-out truce agreed be-
tween Arafat and King
Hussein.

Now Arafat is clearly con-
cerned that Husesin and Tell
— strengthened by the
stringent truce conditions im-
posed on the commandos—
will take the opportunity to
spring another surprise attack
on the Palestinian revolution-
aries.

This is the logical outcome
of Arafat’s sell-out.

Now he is trying to rally
support against Hussein from
the Arab nationalist states
which refused to help the
guerrillas during the earlier
fighting.

. .
NALGO rejects
BRITAIN'S fourth largest
trade union, the 400,000-
strong National and Local
Government Officers’ Associa-
tion, says today that the
majority of the government’s
union-law plans are ‘repug-
nant’.

A policy statement opposes
‘as a whole’ the govern-
ment’s consultative document,
though some parts, it says,
would be quite acceptable if
amended.

Stormy
The Porthcawl meeting was
a stormy one, 1
Delegates called on the
platform to sanction the

12,000-strong unofficial strike

of the Welsh coalfield’s 52
pits.

They also demanded that
the council back their call to
make the stoppage complete
and official from today.

But Welsh miners’ president
Glyn Williams ruled the ap-
peals out of order:

last week’s meeting that the
lodges already out on strike
should go back until today's
meeting which discussed the
resolution for an official stop-
page next Monday,” he told
the delegates.

Lodges voting against strike
action have agreed to observe
the union’s call.

After yesterday's decisive
vote, the strike in both Wales
and Yorkshire is likely to
escalate before Monday —
when every miner will almost
cértainly be out on strike.

Miner after miner expressed
complete support at Porth-
cawl yesterday for the claim
for £5 on the minimum rates.

Half out

‘The miners have already
voted by 83 per cent for a
strike. There are already al-
most half of the pits out on
strike, there can be no ques-
tion of the feeling of the men
on this issue—it is very, very
strong indeed,” Dai Davies,
also from Cwm colliery, told
Workers Press.

ABOUT 42,000 miners were
on strike and over 50 South
Wales, Yorkshire and Scot-
tish pits wholly or partially
shut down.

Besides the 12,000 on
strike at 23 of S Wales
52 collieries, 30,000 YORK-
SHIRE miners closed 29
pits. ]

Five of the county’s pits
were partially stopped and
at another five, miners were
operating overtime bans.

" hundreds

that has already paralysed 23

‘We made it quite clear at.

- company,

BY A POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

THE WORKING CLASS is getting ready

to fight the Tories.

Car workers, miners,
council men and house-
wives are all swelling a
vast and growing army of
of thousands
who now see clearly
where the main enemy is.

No one with a ‘wage
claim can fail to get the
Tory message. If you want
more wages then you must
fight the government, be-
cause it is they who are
backing the employers to
the hilt in refusing it.

The wages fight has been
transformed into a political

. conflict and there can be no

real victories without a
strugglé to bring down the
Tory government.

Millions of workers are
also beginning instinctively
to realize that it is this,
more than the issue of
wages in itself, which is be-
ginhing to radicalize them.

A swing to the left inside
the trade unions is now well
under way.

But what is to be the
future of this swing? This is
the key question.

Brutally

If it is defeated, then the
working class will be driven
back even more brutally
than in 1926.

This will undoubtedly
happen if it remains under
control of the treacherous
leaders who "at present
dominate the trade unions.

These men do not want
a showdown with the Tories.
They fear the growing mili-
tancy from their own mem-
bers more than they fear the
government,

This is especially so,
since they can see that
many of théir members are
now more concerned about
getting rid of Heath and
even more than
wages.

It is not the wages issue
as such that frightens the
union leaders, but the de-
velopment of political inter-
est. They know that this
takes the struggle far beyond
the wages issue.

A growing desire to fight

~the government poses the

problem of power. In turn,
the fight for power poses
the end of reformism, op-
portunism and class collab-
oration. It spells the end of
trade union bureaucracy.
The Communist Party,
Labour ‘lefts’ and revision-
ists single out the anti-
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B-Leyland stewards
adopt

Anti-Tory
action

—42,000 miners out
at present

Among those completely
stopped were four pits in
the Barnsley panel — Dar-
field, Ferrymoor, S Kirkby
and Riddings Drift (the
newest pit in Britain)—
which were out in defiance
of their panel’s stay-at-work
decision.

In SCOTLAND, 700 men
were still out at two pits—
Polmaise, near Stirling, and
W Lothian’s Kinneal colliery.

US ELECTIONS

for labour

party

REPUBLICANS failed to demon-
strate the power of Nixon’s much-
vaunted ‘silent majority’ in the

‘Chelsea’

mid-term elections.

But there is little doubt
that a sinister and powerful
coalition of ultra-reactionaries
in both parties is being forged
as the economic crisis deepens
and the class struggle inten-
sifies throughout America and
the world.

In this sense there is a
direct relation between the US
elections and the British
General Election.

Because of the absence of
any political challenge from
the working class and the
reactionary trade union out-
look of American labour
leaders the most reactionary
segments of US monopoly
capital are strengthening their
grip on the legislature and
executive under the campaign-
cloak of ‘law and order’ and
‘anti-pornography’.

When Mr Agnew stated
that the Nixon regime had
won an ‘ideological majority’
in the Senate, even though
the Republicans got nowhere
near the seats they expected,
he was correct—for once.

Defeat

The defeat of the ‘liberal,
radical’ Senators, such as the
once incumbent Republican
Goodell, by the  arch-
conservative Buckley in New
York, and the rout of Demo-
crats, like Gore of Tennessee
and Tydings of Maryland, as
well as the defeat of ‘liberal’
Republican George Bush in
Texas by the conservative
Democrat Lloyd Bentsen, indi-
cate that Mr Nixon would get
a working majority on foreign
policy issues and national
defence debates such as the
anti-ballistic missile system.

It would also enable Nixon
to continue his genocidal war
in Indo-China without the
kind of constitutional brake
applied by the Democratic
‘doves’ in Senate and Congress
this summer.

Nixon’s strategy to win the
1972 Presidential election and
carry through his policy till
then is to woo the ultra-
reactionary Southern Demo-
crats, like Gov. Wallace, who
romped home unopposed by
the Republicans.

At the same time he plays
on the worst racist and
patriotic prejudices and fears
of sections of the working
class and middle class.

By utilizing labour fakers
like George Meany he hopes
to try and close the ever
widening credibility gap with
the trade unions and the
working class,
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rents for

all will bite
into workers’ pay

CHELSEA rents—some of the highest in London—are
intended to become the national norm under Environ-
ment Minister Peter Walker’s plans announced in

parliament.

The enormity of the Tory
government’s assault on private
and council house tenants
réduced even the hardened
Labourite opposition to
stunned silence.

More to the point, it will

rouse the anger of every
tenant who will be forced to
dig deep into his wage

packet to put a roof over his
head.

Main plank of the Tory pro-
posals is the extension of the
misnamed fair rents scheme
to all tenants — council and
private.

_In the Tory dictionary, a
‘fair’ rent is a high rent, and
for many tenants—in fact for
all those tenants not already
suffering under ‘fair rent’
schemes — it will mean stiff
rises,

The ‘fair rent’ principle was
established by the Labour gov-
érnment in its 1965 Rent Act
—a measure which has proved
the launching pad for the
Tories’ new round of attacks.
The principle was extended in

Officer

Under this scheme rent is
fixed by a rent officer who is
supposed to take into account
a property’s age, state, charac-
ter and locality.

In practice, more than half
the tenants who have gone
before rent tribunals since the

Act have had their rent
raised.
The effect on council

tenants will be very marked.

In London, tenants have
suffered rise after rise, and the
Greater London Council —
Tory-controlled—has still not
reached its fair rent targets.

In places like Merthyr
Tydfil where council house
rents are well subsidized,

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

théy could triple within the
next couple of years.

A new council house with
central heating costs 36s a
week there, while in South-
ampton a similar house costs

® PAGE FOUR COL. 1

SCAMP FINDINGS ARE
OUT THIS AFTERNOON

BOTH sides involved in the council workers’ strike will meet
on the National Joint Council to discuss the recommendations of
Sir Jack Scamp’s inquiry into the dispute. The employers and
the union leaders received the report yesterday, but it will not
be made public until after today’s NJC meeting.

e

Tense scenes on
council picket line

TENSE councilmen’s
pickets had to stand by yes-
terday as large forces of
police escorted contractors
clearing rubbish compounds
in the London borough of
Hackney.

Each contractor’s lorry
working in Defoe Rd, Stoke
Newington, was preceded by
a police motorcycle while
about six police cars were

closely  supervising the
work.

. The contractors were
called in by the Tory-
controlled council whose
leader has made witch-
hunting attacks on the
strikers.

Among those on the

Defoe Rd picket line was

Public Employees’ union
official Mr Nick Wright.

policy

BY DAVID MAUDE

A  FIGHTING five-point pro-
gramme to beat back the Tory
attack on workers’ rights was
unanimously adopted in Birming-
ham yesterday by senior stewards
representing 200,000  British-
~————————— Leyland workers — the
most powerful car-
combine committee in

western Europe.

Like the similar policy re-
cently decided by the Swindon
district committee of the
Amalgamatéed Engineers and
Foundryworkers, it does not
stop short at challenging the
employers’ drive for speed-up
and unemployment.

It throws down the gauntlet
of struggle to the government-
sponsored assault on the
working class on all fronts.

And the Leyland combine’s
trade union executive backs
1f1p its programme with plans
or @

® An all-stewards’ com-

bine conference later this
month,
@ A massive day of

action and lobby of parlia-
ment by carworkers on
December 8,

@ A demanc .aat Labour
M¥Ps fight the proposed
}1;':3 s legislation line by

Mo g . :

Here is the full text of the
resolution moved from Ox-
ford’s BMC Service plant and
endorsed by everyone present
at yesterday’s Birmingham
meeting :

In consideration of the

coming to power of the
Tory government, and in view
of the preparations by the
employers to attack wages and
working conditions, this com-
bine committee  executive
adopts the following pro-
gramme:

1. Fight Measured - Day
Work! No intensification of
working conditions!

2, Full support for any
group of workers engaged in
the wages strugglel

3. Fight sackings! Any
firm which cannot give secur-
ity to its workers should be

nationalized under workers’

The Hackney council- control in line with the

men’s strike was made national policy of the Confed-
official on Tuesday after eration of Shipbuilding and

most of them walked out on Engineering Unions!

their own initiative last 4. Full support for equal

week. pay for women workers !
Hackney council tenants 5. Complete rejection of

have blocked streets on | any proposals for anti-union

several  occasions  with legislation !

rubbish from the com- 6. Demand that the execu-

tive councils of unions call an
immediate special conference
of the Trades Union Congress
before the laws go on the
Statute Book !

This combine committee
executive adopts this policy
because it believes that this
is the only programme that
can stop the Tories taking
-back the gains that the work-
ing class has made.

Furthérmore, this combine
committee executive pledges
itself to work in all the trade

pounds after conferring with
the dustmen that this would
put pressure on the Council
to concede the 55s claim.
On Tuesday night scores
of police converged on the
barricades being built at
the tower block estates of
Kingsland and 5t Mary's.

Early yesterday morning

at least four Hackney
streets were  effectively
barricaded with rubbish.

Motor bosses worry over Carr’s Bill

‘Force the Tories to resign’
calls grow

DOUBTS about the
government’s proposed
Industrial Relations  Bill
have reportedly been voiced
by some of the ‘big four
motor manufacturers in
private talks with Employ-
ployment Minister Robert

Tory

Carr.

Lord Stokes, supremo of
the crisis-ridden British-
Leyland combine, was
scheduled yesterday to out-
line his company’s point of
view in the House of Lords.

Of course the car bosses’
hesitation is motivated not
by any desire to pull back
their political friends from
their assault om working-
class rights, but by fear that
their attack will not be
decisive enough. :

The best way of giving
the employers a real dose of
the shakes is to unmerci-
fully step up the campaign
to force union leaders to
fight them.

Convene

Tottenham, N London,
branch of the Amalgamated

Engineers and Foundry-
workers is calling on the
union’s executive to con-
vene an emergency meeting
of the union’s policy-making
national committee.

It is also demanding that
the leadership of the Trades
Union Congress organize a
one-day general strike to
defeat the Tory law and
force the government to
resign.

Similar resolutions have
been carried by numerous
other AEF branches.

It is unlikely they will be
at all satisfied with the
decision of the wunion’s
executive not to recall the
committee until next year.

Official

Croydon’s No. 6 AEF
branch has called on the
executive ‘to make Decem-
ber 8 an official stoppage of
all members to defeat the
Tory legislation.

“This,” says the branch,
‘should be the start of a
campaign by the whole

union organizations for the
adoption of
this policy.

LINE-BY-LINE

Labour MPs are to be in-
vited to the all-stewards’ con-
ference—to take place on or

about November 29— and
asked to begin line-by-line
opposition to the planned

Industrial Relations Bill so as
to give as much time as pos-
sible for the fight in the
unions to build up.

The Leyland combine execu-
tive is to become the action
committee for co-ordinating
the fight against the law in
the combine.

It was decided that the
officers of the executive
should attend the November
14 conference on the law
called by the Liaison Com-
mittee for the Defence of
Trade Unions.

Yesterday's meeting refused
to accept ‘leaflet or letter
raids’ by the management of

labour movement to force
the Tories to resign’.

Shop stewards at Daniel
Doncaster’s Sheffield en-
gineering ' plant have con-
demned the TUC General
Council’s opposition to the
December 8 action.

Organize
They call on the trade
union leaders and the trade
union movement as a whole
to organize for December 8
in order to force a Tory

resignation.
The city’s No. 2 AEF
branch has carried a similar

5 Leyland’s 9,000-strong  Bir-

tion. A ’ .
m‘;nl Birmingham, the mingham Préssed-Steel Fisher
Transport and General plant threatening closure if
Workers’ automotive and proposals for a new Measured-

Day Work pay system were
not accepted.

The stewards warned the
company that transferred
work could not be touched
by any other plant without
the agreement of the unions,
and would be ‘blacked’.

@® Sece page four story,
‘No MDW in Oxford !

engineering district com-
mittee is to approach other
unions to seek co-ordinated
action against the govern-
ment’s legislation plans.
Officials have been in-
structed to report to the
committee’s next meeting
on December 1 with an
organized plan of campaign.
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Bring down the govt or it will be worse than 1926

The only road w fo
the working

Welsh miners-

fo strike
from Monday

LEADERS OF 40,000 Welsh miners voted
overwhelmingly at Porthcawl yesterday to back

all-out official
Monday.

But the S Wales area coun-
cil of the National Union of
Mineworkers refused to allow
discussion of militant demands
to call for’ #af~ immediate

walk-out on the coaifield, -~ -

After the meeting, however,
delegates felt that the vote
would persuade more men in
the Welsh pits to strike from
today.

‘I can’t see many men going
back now, Cwm colliery
delegate Bryn Williams told
Workers Press.

‘We have to give an im-
mediate lead to the miners in
England and Scotland and
this means coming out now.
Though we are quite satisfied
with the decision to strike
en masse on Monday.’

Vote
The vote showed 545 lodge
delegates in favour of strike
action out of a total of 674.
Only eight lodges — repre-

Arafat
¢ b

concern

over Jordan
e 0

position
" PALESTINE commando leader
Yassir Arafat arrived in Cairo
un-announced yesterday morn-
ing for talks with Egyptian,

Libyan and Sudanese leaders
ovér the Jordan situation.

The appointment of extreme
right-winger Wasfi El Tell as
the new Jordanian premier is
high on the agenda at the
talks.

Last week Egypt withdrew
its ambassador in Jordan as
an expression of concern about
Tell’s appointment.

Clashes between the Jordan
Army and the guerrillas have
continued sporadically despite
the sell-out truce agreed be-
tween Arafat and King
Hussein.

Now Arafat is clearly con-
cerned that Husesin and Tell
— strengthened by the
stringent truce conditions im-
poséed on the commandos—
will take the opportunity to
spring another surprise attack
on the Palestinian revolution-
aries.

This is the logical outcome
of Arafat’s sell-out.

Now he is trying to rally
support against Hussein from
the Arab nationalist states
which refused to help the
guerrillas during the earlier
fighting.

NALGO rejects

BRITAIN’S fourth largest
trade union, the 400,000-
strong National and Local
Government Officers’ Associa-
tion, _says today that the
majority of the govemments
union-law plans are ‘repug-
nant’.

A policy statement opposes
‘as a whole’ the govern-
ment’s consultative document,
though some parts, it says,
would be quite acceptable if
amended.

coalfield strike action from

From Stephen Johns
Porthcawl, Wednesday

sénting 6,440 - miners — voted
against. The 80 lodges who
voted to come out have in
membership 27,250 miners.

A special meeting of the
NUM’s S Wales area council
has been called for today te
discuss appeals to other coal-
fields to support the Welsh
miners.

Approaches will be made
to the Transport and General
Workers' Union and the
National Union of Railway-
men—who could be involved
in transporting the National
Coal Board’s meagre stocks—
to ask for their support.

Stormy
The Porthcawl meeting was
a stormy one. .
Delegates called on the
platform to sanction the

12,000-strong unofficial strike
that has already paralysed 23
of the Welsh coalifield’s 52
pits.

They also demanded that
the council back their call to
make the stoppage complete
and official from today.

But Welsh miners’ president

Glyn Williams ruled the ap-
peals out of order:

‘We made it quite clear at.

last week’s meeting that the
lodges already out on strike
should go back until today’s
meeting which discussed the
resolution for an official stop-
page next Monday,’ he told
the delegates.

Lodges voting against strike
action have agreed to observe
the union’s call.

After yesterday's decisivé
vote, the strike in both Wales
and Yorkshire is likely to
escalate before Monday —
when every miner will almost
cértainly be out on strjke.

Miner after miner expressed
complete support at Porth-
cawl yesterday for the claim
for £5 on the minimum rates.

Half out

‘The miners have already
voted by 83 per cent for a
strike. There are already al-
most half of the pits out on
strike, there can be no ques-
tion of the feeling of the men
on this issue—it is very, very
strong indeed,” Dai Davies,
also from Cwm colliery, told
Workers Press.

. company,

class

BY A POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

THE WORKING CLASS is gettmg ready

to fight the Tories.

Car workers, miners,
council men and house-
wives are all swelling a
vast and growing army of
hundreds of thousands
who now see clearly
where the main enemy is.

No one with a ‘wige
claim can fail to get the
Tory message. If you want
more wages then you must
fight the government, be-
cause it is they who are
backing the employers to
the hilt in refusing it.

The wages fight has been
transformed into a political

.+ conflict and there can be no

real victories without a
strugglé to bring down the
- Tory government.

Millions of workers are
also beginning instinctively
to realize that it is this,
more than the issue of
wages in itself, which is be-
ginning to radicalize them.

A swing to the left inside
the trade unions is now well
under way.

But what is to be the
future of this swing? This is
the key question,

Brutally

If it is defeated, then the
working class will be driven
back even more brutally
than in 1926.

This will undoubtedly
happen if it remains under
control of the treacherous
leaders who at present
dominate the trade unions.

These men do not want
a showdown with the Tories.
They fear the growing mili-
tancy from their own mem-
bers more than they fear the
government.

This is especially so,
since they can see that
many of their members are
now more concerned about
getting rid of Heath and
even more than
wages.

It is not the wages issue
as such that frightens the
union leaders, but the de-
veélopment of political inter-
est. They know that this
takes the struggle far beyond
the wages issue.

A growing desire to fight
the government poses the
problem of power. In turn,
the fight for power poses
the end of reformism, op-
portunism and class collab-
oration. It spells the end of
trade union bureaucracy.

The Communist Party,
Labour ‘lefts’ and revision-
ists single out the anti-
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——— 42,000 miners out

at present

ABOUT 42,000 miners were
on strike and over 50 South
Wales, Yorkshire and Scot-
tish pits wholly or partially
shut down.

Besides the 12,000 on
strike at 23 of S Wales’
52 collieries, 30,000 YORK-
SHIRE miners closed 29
pits.

Five of the county’s pits
were partially stopped and
at another five, miners were
operating overtime bans.

Among those completely
stopped were four pits in
the Barnsley panel — Dar-
field, Ferrymoor, S Kirkby
and Riddings Drift (the
newest pit in Britain)—
which were out in defiance
of their panel’s stay-at-work
decision.

In SCOTLAND, 700 men
were still out at two pits—
Polmaise, near Stirling, and
W Lothian’s Kinneal colliery.

US ELECTIONS

Dire need
for labour

party

REPUBLICANS failed to demon-
strate the power of Nixon’s much-
vaunted ‘silent majority’

mid-term elections.

But there is little doubt
that a sinister and powerful
coalition of ultra-reactionaries
in both parties is being forged
as the economic crisis deepens
and the class struggle inten-
sifies throughout America and
the world.

In this sense there is a
direct relation between the US
elections and the British
General Election.

Because of the absence of
any political challenge from
the working class and the
reactionary trade union out-
look of American labour
leaders the most reactionary
segments of US monopoly
capital are strengthening their
grip on the legislature and
executive under the campaign-
cloak of ‘law and order’ and
‘anti-pornography’.

When Mr Agnew stated
that the Nixon regime had
won an ‘ideological majority’
in the Senate, even though
the Republicans got nowhere
near the seats they expected,
he was correct—for once.

Defeat

The defeat of the ‘liberal,
radical’ Senators, such as the
once incumbent Republican
Goodell, by the arch-
conservative Buckley in New
York, and the rout of Demo-
crats, like Gore of Tennessee
and Tydings of Maryland, as
well as the defeat of ‘liberal’
Republican George Bush in
Texas by the conservative
Democrat Lloyd Bentsen, indi-
cate that Mr Nixon would get
a working majority on foreign
policy issues and national
defence debates such as the
anti-ballistic missile system.

It would also enable Nixon
to continue his genocidal war
in Indo-China without the
kind of constitutional brake
applied by the Democratic
‘doves’ in Senate and Congress
this summer.

Nixon’s strategy to win the
1972 Presidential election and
carry through his policy till
then is to woo the ultra-
reactionary Southern Demo-
crats, like Gov. Wallace, who
romped home unopposed by
the Republicans.

At the same time he plays
on the worst racist and
patriotic prejudices and fears
of sections of the working
class and middle class.

By utilizing labour fakers
like George Meany he hopes
to try and close the ever
widening credibility gap with
the trade unions and the
working class.
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in the

‘Chelse2’

rents for

all will bite
into workers’ pay

CHELSEA rents—some of the highest in London—are

intended to become the national norm under Environ-
ment Minister Peter Walkers plans announced in

parliament.

The enormity of the Tory
government’s assault on private
and council house tenants
réduced even the hardened
Labourite opposition to
stunned silence.

More to the point, it will
rouse the anger of every
tenant who will be forced to
dig deep into his wage
packet to put a roof over his
head.

Main plank of the Tory pro-
posals is the extension of the
misnamed fair rents scheme
to all tenants — council and
private.

_In the Tory dictionary, a
‘fair’ rent is a high rent, and
for many tenants—in fact for
all those tenants not already
suffering under ‘fair rent’
schemes — it will mean stiff
rises.

The ‘fair rent’ principle was
established by the Labour gov-
ernment in its 1965 Rent Act
—a measure which has proved
the launching pad for the
Tories’ new round of attacks.
'll‘;lgsprinciple was extended in

Officer

Under this scheme rent is
fixed by a rent officer who is
supposed to take into account
a property’s age, state, charac-
ter and locality.

In practice, more than half
the tenants who have gone
before rent tribunals since the
Act have had their rent
raised.

The effect on council
tenants will be very marked.

In London, tenants have
suffered rise after rise, and the
Greater London Council —
Tory-controlled—has still not
reached its fair rent targets.

In places like Merthyr
Tydfil where council house
rents are well subsidized,

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

théy could triple within the
next couple of years.

A new council house with
central heating costs 36s a
week there, while in South-
ampton a similar house costs

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 1

SCAMP FINDINGS ARE
OUT THIS AFTERNOON

BOTH sides involved in the council workers’ strike will meet
on the National Joint Council to discuss the recommendations of
Sir Jack Scamp’s inquiry into the dispute. The employers and
the union leaders received the report yesterday, but it will not
be made public until after today’s NJC meeting.

Tense scenes on
council picket line

The
men’s
official on Tuesday after
most of them walked out on

TENSE councilmen’s
pickets had to stand by yes-
terday as large forces of
police escorted contractors
clearing rubbish compounds
in the London borough of
Hackney.

Each contractor's lorry
working in Defoe Rd, Stoke
Newington, was preceded by
a police motorcycle while
about six police cars were

closely supervising the
work.

. The contractors were
called in by the Tory-
controlled council whose
leader has made witch-
hunting attacks on the
strikers.

Among those on the

Defoe Rd picket line was’

Public Employees’ union
official Mr Nick Wright.

council-
made

Hackney
strike was

their initiative last
week. -

Hackney council tenants
have blocked streets on
several occasions with
rubbish from the com-
pounds after conferring with
the dustmen that this would
put pressure on the Council
to concede the 55s claim.,

On Tuesday night scores
of police converged on the
barricades being built at
the tower block estates of
Kingsland and 8t Mary’s.

own

Early yesterday morning

at least four Hackney
streets were effectively
barricaded with rubbish.

Motor bosses worry over Carr’s Bill

‘Force the Tories to resign’
calls grow

DOUBTS about the Tory
government’s proposed
Industrial Relations Bill
have reportedly been voiced
by some of the ‘big four
motor manufacturers in
private talks with Employ-
1():loyment Minister Robert
arr.

Lord Stokes, supremo of
the crisis-ridden British-
Leyland combine, was
scheduled yesterday to out-
line his company’s point of
view in the House of Lords.

Of course the car bosses’
hesitation is motivated not
by any desire to pull back
their political friends from
their assault on working-
class rights, but by fear that
their attack will not be
decisive enough.

The best way of giving
the employers a real dose of
the shakes is to unmerci-
fully step up the campaign
to force union leaders to
fight them.

Convene

Tottenham, N London,
branch of the Amalgamated

Engineers and Foundry-
workers is calling on the
union’s executive to con-
vene an emergency meeting
of the union’s policy-making
national committee.

It is also demanding that
the leadership of the Trades
Union Congress organize a
one-day general strike to
defeat the Tory law and
force the government to
resign.

Similar resolutions have
been carried by numerous
other AEF branches.

It is unlikely they will be
at all satisfied with the
decision of the union’s
executive not to recall the
committee until next year.

Official
Croydon’s No. 6 AEF
branch has called on the
executive ‘to make Decem-
ber 8 an official stoppage of
all members to defeat the

Tory legislation.

‘This,” says the branch,
‘should be the start of a
campaign by the whole

labour movement to force
theé Tories to resign’.

Shop stewards at Daniel
Doncaster’s Sheffield en-
gineering ' plant have con-
demned the TUC General
Council’s opposition to the
December 8 action.

Organize

They call on the trade
union leaders and the trade
union movement as a whole
to organize for December 8
in order to force a Tory
resignation.

The city’s No. 2. AEF
branch has carried a similar
motion.

In Birmingham, the
Transport and  General
Workers’ automotive and
engineering district com-
mittee is to approach other
unions to seek co-ordinated
action against the govern-
ment’s legislation plans.

Officials have been in-
structed to report to the
committee’s next meeting
on December 1 with an
organized plan of campaign.

B-Leyland stewards
adopt

Anti-Tory
action
policy

BY DAVID MAUDE

A FIGHTING five-point
gramme to beat back the Tory
attack on workers’ rights was
unanimously adopted in Birming-
ham yesterday by senior stewards
representing

pro-

200,000  British-
Leyland workers — the
most powerful car-
combine committee in

western Europe.

Like the similar policy re-
cently decided by the Swindon
district committee of the
Amalgamated Engineers and
Foundryworkers, it does not
stop short at challenging the
employers’ drive for speed-up
and unemployment.

It throws down the gauntlet
of struggle to the government-
sponsored assault on the
working class on all fronts.

And the Leyland combine’s
trade union executive backs
lflp its programme with plans
or :

@ An all-stewards’ com-
bine conference later this
month,

@® A massive day of
action and lobby of parlia-
ment by carworkers on
December 8,

@ A demanc .aat Labour
MPs fight the proposed
uw "y legislation line by

Here fs the full ‘text of the
resolution moved from Ox-
ford’s BMC Service plant and
endorsed by everyone present
at yesterday’s Birmingham
meeting :

In consideration of the

coming to power of the
Tory government, and in view
of the preparations by the
employers to attack wages and
working conditions, this com-
bine committee executive
adopts the following pro-
gramme:

1. Fight  Measured - Qay
Work! No intensification of
working conditions!

2. Full support for any
group of workers engaged in
the wages struggle!

3. Fight sackings! Any
firm which cannot give secur-
ity to its workers should be
nationalized under workers’
control in line with the
national policy of the Confed-
eration of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions!

4. Full support for equal
pay for women workers !

5. Complete rejection of
any proposals for anti-union
legislation !

6. Demand that the execu-
tive councils of unions call an
immediate special conference
of the Trades Union Congress
before the laws go on the
Statute Book !

This combine committee
executive adopts this policy
because it believes that this
is the only programme that
can stop the Tories taking

‘back the gains that the work-

ing class has made.
Furthérmore, this combine

committee executive pledges

itself to work in all the trade

union organizations for the

adoption of

this policy.

LINE-BY-LINE

Labour MPs are to be in-
vited to the all-stewards’ con-
ferencé—to take place on or
about November 29 —and
asked to begin line-by-line
opposition to the planned
Industrial Relations Bill so as
to give as much time as pos-
sible for the fight in the
unions to build up.

The Leyland combine execu-
tive is to become the action
committee for co-ordinating
the fight against the law in
the combine.

It was decided that the
officers of the executive
should attend the November
14 conference on the law
called by the Liaison Com-
mittee for the Defence of
Trade Unions.

Yesterday’s meeting refused
to accept ‘leaflet or letter
raids’ by the management of
Leyland’s 9,000-strong  Bir-
mingham Préssed-Steel Fisher
plant threatening closure if
proposals for a new Measured-
Day Work pay system were
not accepted.

The stewards warned the
company that transferred
work could not be touched
by any other plant without
the agreement of the unions,
and would be ‘blacked’.

@ See page four story,
‘No MDW in Oxford !’
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“youth

NEW.

YOUTH IN CEYLON face a
massive unemployment crisis.
About 250,000 people out of a
population of 12,000,000 are
unemployed and—the majority
are youth.

Industrialization in Ceylon
began in the 1950s so most
of the factory workers are
very young.

On the tea plantations the
youth face the same situation.
They can’t get more than three
days’ work in any one week.
The trade wunions have
demanded a six-day week.

Because of the world crisis
the tea estates are going
bankrupt and can therefore
only give them less work and
less pay.

The estate workers are one
of the militant sections of the
working class and they are
most severely hit by the crisis.

Therefore a series of strug-
gles are going on, especially
on the privately owned estates.

The United National Party,
as the direct agent of imperi-
alism, tried to bring in the
same sort of legislation as

that proposed by the Tory
government in Britain.
This includes the wages

council bill which was meant
to keep down wages and
another bill to control the
unions.

They were resisted by the
working class through massive
strikes.

In 1966 there was a strike
on all the plantations and in
1969 there was a government
corporation strike.

A strike by 2,000 workers
on the Keenakelay estate was
going on when three people
were shot by the police

recently.
The reactionary trade union

i

N. M. Perera

leadership on the estates has
a member in parliament
appointed by the government.

Dirty work

The coalition government
was brought in to do the dirty
work. The capitalists wanted
to get the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party (LSSP) and the Com-
munist Party to suppress the
working class.

But the spread of strikes
has shown that this tactic is
not effective enough.

They will try to get the
coalition to pass the laws
which the UNP proposed.
They have appointed a com-
mission to report on trade
union activities. Its chairman
was also chairman of the com-
mission which served the UNP
for the same purpose. Some
trade unionists have also been
appointed to this commission.

They will push off the
Bandaranayke regime in the
same way as Sihanouk’s was
deposed in Cambodia. That
will be the strategy of imperi-
alism.

The cost of living has been
rising very rapidly. It ‘has
risen four times more in the
last four years than in the last
15. Devaluation cut down the
workers’ salaries by 20 per
cent.

Because of foreign exchange
difficulties the government is
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ships are on the

going to cut down imports
including essential foodstuffs.

The coalition government
has specifically stated that it is
not going to nationalize the
estates which are the back-
bone of the economy.

The finance minister N. M.
Perera, a renegade Trotskyist,
has said that although the

Meeting of estate
*  workers in Matale.

nationalization of the banks is
in the coalition government
manifesto, they cannot go
ahead because of the immense
amount of loans given to the
Ceylon government.

It is certain that the
coalition government is not
going to change the economic
structure of Ceylon which is

héavily influenced by imperi-
alism.

Resistance

It has in fact given
assurance to the capitalists
that it will protect their
interests. But the Trotskyist
movement is building up to
resist this strategy.

We have almost doubled
the circulation of our paper—
‘Kamkaru Puwath’—since the
coalition came to power. We
publish two papers in two
different languages.

We have started a theoreti-

‘cal struggle against not only

reformists and revisionists
but against adventurist and
anarchist tendencies as well.

Youth league branches are
coming up all over the coun-
try and in the trade unions
we have militants coming
forward to fight for a revo-
lutionary programme.

T R O 2 A S R

Oil burning on the sea. The crippled tanker Paclfic Glory sinking off the isle of Wight last Saturday.

’ . Smiﬂﬂﬁﬁ[}
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THE COLLISION off the
Isle of Wight between the
‘Allegro’ and the ‘Pacific
Glory’, which left a tanker
aground, on fire and leaking
oil, was, by any standards, a
disaster.

Eight men were Kkilled in the
explosion which followed the
collision, and hundreds of tons
of floating oil threatened the
coastline.

But it could hardly be
described as an unp‘redictable
disaster.

In fact, since the ‘Torrey
Canyon’ ran aground three
years ago and polluted the
Cornish coast experts have re-
peatedly warned that a similar
disaster was almost inevitable.

The giant tankers are a rela-
tively new kind of vessel. They
are among the largest ships
afloat and have been built in
large numbers since the clo-
sure of Suez made the Cape
route a necessity for Mid-East
oil imports.

Japanese yards are currently
building tankers up to half a
million tons, and even bigger
drawing
boards.

Crowded

In the crowded shipping
lanes around Britain the lack
of manoeuvrability and the
speed of these ships poses big
dangers.

Their stopping distance is
about six miles and since they
travel at about 16 knots the
tankers are extremely vulner-
able. Their cargoes are highly
inflammable, increasing the
risk involved in even slight
collisions. And they are bound
only by rules of road developed
in the days of sail.

These problems are a night-
mare in themselves, but they
are exacerbated by others

which spring from the oil and
shipping companies’ all-out
profit drive.

. Tanker schedules are
calculated so as to wring the
last ounce of work out of the
huge ships. Turn-round times
have to be strictly adhered
to and ships enter port on
one tide and leave on the
next.

Added risk

Productivity deals involving
mobility and flexibility of
labour have added to the risk.
Under these deals key jobs
concerning the safety of the
entire ship can be entrusted to
men who lack thorough train-
ing. Under-crewing—with con-
sequent overwork — provides
its own hazards of tiredness
and inattention.

Flags of convenience are
another source of danger.
Standards required of ships’
officers under the rules of
some of these ‘convenience’
countries may be much laxer
than they ought. And the
tankers themselves may be
less than adequately tested for
safety.

All these factors contribute
towards the hazards of a
really bumper tanker disaster.
Britain is a prime target. The
English Channel is one of the
world’s busiest waterways,
and with many archaic regula-
tions still operating, it is one
of the most dangerous.

With all these dangers, it is
only a matter of time, accord-
ing to many experts, before a
tanker disaster engulfs the
whole South coast in oil.

Even the Tory super Min-
istry of the Environment

- England’s
Glory

would be unable to handle
that. In fact, the rudimentary
precautions
‘Torrey Canyon’ disaster would
be almost useless if a big
tanker lost most of its cargo
at sea.

The contents of one big
tanker could plaster the entire
South coast in a thick blanket
of dirty oil. The task of clean-
ing . it up could take years,
decimating wild-life along con-
siderable stretches of coast.

Catastrophe is  brought
closer by capitalist greed,
which drives for profit regard-
less of the wider dangers
involved.

A TROTSKY
ANTHOLOGY

taken after the.

ABOUT SEVEN million
workers, including peasant-
labourers, the landless "and
semi-landless (under two
feddans) and peasants, pro-
duce Egypt's national
income.

Almost 20 per cent of these
wage earners are in industry,
which forms 23 per cent of
national production and consti-
tutes one of the highest figures
for industry in Africa.

The fact that suchva low figure
is considered high for Africa
(being exceeded only in the
‘white’-dominated states like S
Africa) shows the extent to
which imperialism has starved
the continent industrially.

The relatively high Egyptian
figure reflects the relative
strength, for Africa, of the
national bourgeoisie.

In Egypt, as in Nigeria, Ghana
and a number of other British
and French semi-colonies,
imperialism uses an indirect
system of cheap labour.

Instead of using workers and
super-exploiting them—as is done
in the mines and plantations of
Africa — the imperialist firms
often use peasant producers as
a source of cheap labour.

This is part of the system of
imperialist super-exploitation of
Egyptian semi-landless and small-
allotment fellahin by Britain and
the United States.

Forced to sell

These peasant producers are
forced to sell their produce to
imperialist buyers and interme-
diaries often at one tenth the
world price. :

Fighting
for life

They get back much less than
their own keep and support
their families with additional
agricultural or handicraft work
—the basis of the so-called ‘sub-
sistence’ or ‘tribal economy’.

This system of indirect labour
is the economic twin of indirect
rule and has obvious advantages
to imperialism.

The main one is the almost
automatic prevention of strikes,
trade unionism and the political
organization of the workers.

At the same time, it partially
cuts the small land-holding,
super-exploited peasant off from
the agrarian struggle for the
redistribution of the land.

But his poverty is so directly
related to his relative landless-
ness that he is driven into this
struggle, in the end, but only
after the landless labourers have
paved the way.

Eighty per cent of Egyptian
wage-earners are in primary agri-
cultural and mining production.

. 1owpoN
Saturday, November 28

" Plashet School
(nr East Ham tube)
* Doors open 12 noon

Help the Young Socialists
make their

GRAND XMAS
BAZAARS

a great success

If you are able to sew, knit, paint and can make
goods for our bazaars. If you can give us jumble,
gifts, tins of grocery. Please contact Young Socialists
Bazaars, 186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

THE BAZAARS ARE AT:

‘Saturday, December 12

LEEDS

* Corn Exchange
Leeds
Doors open 12 noon

¥ CLASS STRUGGLES IN

AFRICA 99|

As these centres are rural or
semi-urban, the majority of
workers are not urbanized in
the normal sense.

The existence of this non-
urbanized proletariat creates
special problems for the revolu-
tion, because it is, nevertheless,
working at the hub of the semi-
colonial economy and is in the
most strategic economic posi-
tion for a struggle against
imperialism.

Even in secondary industry,
the fight is for the right to
organize, to strike and for
‘bourgeois  democratic’ rights
denied by imperialism.

These are not ‘trade union’
struggles, but for life itself.

The industrial wage minimum
is about 8s a day and even young
engineers and doctors earn only
about £6 a week.

These wages are higher than
those of the landless peasants
and above the average income
of the ‘peasant producers’.

Wages—direct or indirect—are
related to the average life expec-
tancy, which is 35 years—half
that in the oppressor nations.

Not superior

The fact that Egyptian wages
are one tenth and less than
those in Britain is not due to
any superior industrial or politi-
cal organization of the British
workers, nor to any political
‘backwardness’ in Egypt.

The fact is that imperialism
has, from the start, maintained
a totalitarian regime, directed by
monopoly capital ‘fused’ with
the state with its super-exploited,
semi-colonial labour base.

The semi-colonial workers’
class struggle is conducted in a

- virtual fascist, slave colony.

Imperialism has always been
determined to maintain its
colonial base at all costs, which
means that it could neither con-
ceive of nor afford, economically
or politically, any of those con-
cessions which were wrung out
of it by the workers in the
imperialist countries.

The ‘luxury of democracy’ was
to be confined to the imperialist
‘democracies’ themselves, until,
as in Nazi Germany and fascist
Italy, imperialism imported its
own ‘colonial’ system into the
imperialist countries.

‘Democracy’ was neyer = pos-
sible nor '“intended for  the
colonial toilers. It would imply
the erosion of the basis of im-
perialism—the super-profits made
by means of the super-exploitation
of the colonial workers.
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GRANADA: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.10
News. Peyton Place. 4.40 Enchanted
house. 4.55 Forest rangers. 5.15 Lon-
don. 6.01 Six-o-one. 6.20 This is your
right. 6.30 Man from Uncle, 7.30
Film: ‘The Admirable Crichton’. With
Kenneth More, Diane Cilento and
Cecil Parker. A butler gets mar-
ooned on a desert island with his
master. 9.00 Queenie’s castle. 9.30
London. 11.00 This is . . . Tom Jones.

TYNE TEES: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.10
News. Lone Ranger. 4.40 Hatty town.
4.55 Flipper. 5.20 London. 6.00 To-
day at six. 6.30 Police call. 6.35 Film:
‘Tarzan’s Desert  Mystery’. With
Johnny Weismuller. 8.00 Hawaii five-o.
9.00 Queenie’s castle.” 9.30 London.
11.00 University challenge. 11.30 Late
news. 11.45 Gratitude.

BORDER: 1.38-2,55
News.

London. 4.10
4.15 Sailor of fortune. 4.40
Wind in the willows. 4.55 Forest
rangers. 5.15 London. 6.00 News.
Lookaround. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
Mr and Mrs. 7.45 ‘Torpedo Run’. With
Glenn Ford and Ernest Borgnine. War
film. 9.30 London. 11.00 Bracken’s

SCOTTISH: 11.00-2.55 London., 3.40
Dateline, 3.50 Horoscope. 3.52 Women
today. 4.15 London. 4.55 Forest ran-
gers. 5.15 London. 6.00 Dateline. 6.30
High living. 7.00 Film: ‘Branded’.
With Alan Ladd, Mona Freeman and
Charles Bickford. 8.45 Music of the
Highlanders. 9.00 Queenie’s castle.
11.00 Singing for your supper. 11.30
Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 10.58-2.55 London. 3.52
Women today. 4.10 Cartoon. 4.20
Telephone game. 4.50 Floris. 5.15
London, 6.00 News, weather. 6.10 Win
a word with Lesley Blair. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Comedy: ‘Sail A Crooked
Ship’. With Robert Wagner and Ernie
Kovacs. 8.30 London. 11.00 Making
whoopee.
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IMPORTANT lessons for all trade unionists can be learned from the recent three-month
clash between Rolls-Royce and the draughtsmen’s union DATA. Despite its left-wing pre-
tentions, DATA proved unable decisively to counter the aircraft glant's Intransigent lock-
out campaign. Rolls-Royce’s investments are threatened by a contracting worid market
and falling profits—as a special correspondent outlines below. This was why the com-

Markets’ crisis
spurs air plants’
speed-up

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDENT

pany fought as it did.

MASSIVE airline re-equipment
programmes have failed to
resolve the aircraft manufac-
turers’ crisis.

Hopes that wide-fuselage jets
to replace 1960s’ models like the
Boeing 707, the Douglas DC-8
and the VC-10 would raise pro-
fit rates, have proved illusory.

The only wide-fuselage aircraft
so far in service is the long-
range Boeing 747 jumbo, with a
maximum passenger capacity of
500.

The medium range Lockheed
L-1011 “Tri-Star’ and the McDon-
nell-Douglas DC-10, both US
areoplanes with very similar
range and capacity, are under
development.

A consortium of French, Ger-
man and Dutch manufacturers is
developing the short-range A-
300B ‘Airbus’. i

Here the British Aircraft Cor-
poration (BAC) is building the
near-identical 311.

And there is still the Con-
corde which fulfils no immedi-
ate demand. Its cancellation
seems to be merely a matter of
time.

All these aircraft needed a new
range of bigger aero-engines.

‘Won contract

Large-fuselage aircraft engines
are made by Pratt & Whitney
and General Electric in the
United States and Rolls-Royce in
Britain.

Two years ago Rolls-Royce
won the ‘Tri-Star’ engine con-
tract,

The estimated £70 million cost
to develop this engine (the RB-
211) looks like being exceeded
by about £30 million.

Airline profits have never been
lower, but manufacturers are
offering a greater range of air-
craft than ever before.

In the first quarter of this
year US airlines lost $71 million.

Average return on a £6,600
million operating revenue was 3.9
per cent.

Rosy picture

government over €normous cost
over-runs, which the administra-
tion has jibbed.

Drag down

Tri-Star’s failure will drag
Rolls-Royce down with Lock-
heed.

The Rolls-Royce engine that
could power a long-range Tri-
star is a development of the
RB-211.

The only other aircraft likely
to use this engine in appreciable
numbers is the projected BAC-
311 ‘airbus’.

The British government would
have to pay engine-development
costs of about £70 million, and
airframe costs of £150 million.

But—and this is a very big
but—if the government went
ahead with the BAC-311, it
would have to break into the
market for short-range, wide-
fuselage jets, the territory until
now of the Europeans’ A-300B.

The break-even point for each
aircraft of this later type is 215.

Yet ‘The Economist’ estimates
the airbus market at only 200.’

The British government can
now buy back its share in the
A-300B project for just £20 mil-

lion—a fraction of the cost of the
‘go-it-alone’ BAC-311.

The A-300B consortium has
also offered a £25-million loan to
Rolls-Royce for developing a
version of the RB-211 as an
alternative to the General Elec-
tric engine planned for the
A-300B. .

No panacea

This offer is no panacea for
Rolis-Royce.

An A-300B powered by Rolls-
Royce could only be sold in the
all-important US market to air-
lines equipped to maintain Roll-
Royce engines.

The current talks between the
A-300B consortium and the
government indicate that the
Tories may decide to rejoin the
consortium.

Whichever decision is taken
the consequences for aircraft
industry workers will be similar.

If the government backs the
311, it will be on vastly different
terms to earlier subsidies in the
industry.

\

As labour is by far the largest
cost-component in any aircraft,
the employers will certainly
attempt to impose a virtual wage
freeze as well as the usual speed-
up methods.

Port bosses
set up

Phase Three

UNIONS representing London dockers agreed earlier this week to an urgent
request from the port’s dock labour board to be allowed to recruit 750 more men.

Port employers say they need these men ‘as a matter of urgency’ to enable
them to take advantage of the two-shift working provided for as part of the
Devlin ‘modernization’ scheme’s second phase.

But as BERNARD FRANKS outlines in the following article, the employers
are already preparing the ground for Devlin Phase Three. And complete elimina-
tion of the 1947 Dock Labour Scheme—under attack recently by several leading

employers—forms an essential part of their strategy.

MANY OF THE ‘outstanding increases in produc-
tivity’ achieved by the dockers at Tilbury over the
past two-and-a-half years were outlined recently by
the Tilbury docks manager at a container conference

in Genoa, Italy.

Some of the achievements he listed were :

@ Reduction in the size of labour force required to
about 10 or 15 per cent of the number of men required
under the conventional break-bulk system.

@ A tenfold or 1,000-per-cent increase in productivity. One
container berth can handle between 700,000 and 1,000,000
tons of cargo, compared with only one-tenth of this figure
on a general-cargo berth using quay cranes or ship’s gear

‘under the break-bulk system.

Clearly, few of the new aero-
planes will ever go into service.

Market forecasters once
painted a rosy picture of air-
lines buying the 747 for long-
range routes, the DC-10 or ‘Tri-
Star’ for medium ranges and the
A-300B or the BAC-311 for
short ‘air-bus’ hops.

Meanwhile the Concorde
would appeal to the rich
businessman who wanted to
cross the Atlantic in three hours
—a mythical market if ever there
was one.

These predictions have gone
awry.

Passenger trafic has not
expanded as anticipated and air-
lines want planes that can be
used on a whole range of
routes.

The DC-10, for example, could
extend its range and capacity
by fitting more powerful engines
—attracting airlines to the DC-
10 instead of the Tri-Star.

The Tri-Star has still attracted
only 178 orders, which is short
of the 225 break-even target.

To add to its problems, Lock-
heed is in dispute with the US

ACTON
Thursday November 5
Thursday November 12
‘King’s Head’, High St

Acton. 8 p.m.

NEWCASTLE
Hotspur Hotel
Haymarket 7.30 p.m.

- BIRMINGHAM
Monday November 9
Monday November 16

Digbeth Hall
Birmingham. 7.30 p.m.

'PUBLIC LECTURES

Elements of
Marxism

The importance of Marxist philosophy in the
building of the revolutionary party.

Lecture by
G. HEALY

(Nuational Secretary of the Socialist Labour League)

OXFORD

Thursday November 5
Northgate Hall

Oxford
8 p.m.

Lectures by

M. BANDA
(Editor of Workers Press)

Lectures by G. Healy and M. Banda

Lectures by
C. SLAUGHTER

(Central Committee of Socialist Labour League)

1, ~ LIVERPOOL

Wednesday November 11
Wednesday November 25

Royal Institution, Colquitt St
(near Bold St). 7.45 p.m.

BLACKFRIARS
Monday November 9
Friars Hall
Blackfriars Road
SEl. 8 p.m.

Sunday, November 15
Sunday, November 29

SHEFFIELD
Sunday November 15
Sunday November 22

Crooksmoor Vestry Hall
Crooksmoor Rd, Sheffield 6.
7.30 p.m.

Government is
stopping claim

—NUPE members told

‘YOU ARE facing not only the
council, but a government that
is trying by various means to
stop the employers from meet-
ing our claim’, secretary of Lam-
beth council workers NUPE
branch told a meeting of 150
members on Tuesday night.

*

Area officer Harry Barker
gave a report on the overall
strike situation.

Guest speaker Vivienne Men-
delson brought fraternal greet-
ings from the Lambeth Trades
Council and offered its support
in four particular ways:

@® In reprimanding NALGO
members involved in strike-
breaking. '

@ In helping organize the full-
est support from other trade
unionists for a march through
Lambeth in support of the
strike.

@ In helping to raise finance
from other trade unionists.

@ In organizing a test case at
the Social Security offices to
ensure that all strikers are
receiving benefit.

*

Fraternal greetings were also
brought from the T&GWU and
G&MWU.

The meeting voted unani-
mously to demonstrate outside
Lambeth Town Hall on the
occasion of the Mayor’s banquet.

Lancaster cleaners
forced to back down

CLEANERS at Lancaster University have backed down on
their claim for a 40-hour week plus overtime and have agreed

to work a 48-hour week.

The university employs older
men as cleaners at a rate of
£13 8 4d a week and it is
understood they are trying to
keep the wage bill down by
refusing overtime.

Previously the men had
rejected the employers’ proposal
and as a result 40 of them
were sent dismissal notices.

w

These were later withdrawn
in the face of mounting student
support for the cleaners.

T&GWU officials involved in

the dispute were hostile to
student intervention, although
this was welcomed by the

cleaners themselves.

LR

At one stage the ~ officials
recommended acceptance of the
employers’ plan, even though

official union policy is for a 40- |

hour week.

The administration has refused
to recognize that the men belong
to the T&GWU, despite a
demand from the students that
they should.

In the presence of union
leaders willing to collaborate
rather than fight, the employers
were able to approach men
individually about accepting a
48-hour week.

Some agreed and their soli-
darity collapsed.

@ A reduction in ship turn-
round time comparable with the

reduction in size of the labour’

force.

@ Flexibility of working, and
flexible working hours worked
to the requirements of individual
customers (US lines at No. 40
berth and GLC at No. 39 berth).

H(fwever even this staggering
boost to the employers’ profit-
making plans is not being seen
as a final limit to output.

With the signing of Phase Two
of the Devlin scheme, the dock |

employers hope to push ahead
with its implementation in pre-
paration for the next step—
Phase Three.

ADVANCED

This will include widespread
introduction of advanced time-
and-motion methods (as a basis
for the Measured-Day Work sys-
tem payment); extension of two-
shift working into a three-shift,
seven-day system; an intensifica-
tion of all flexibility and disci-
plinary measures.

According to ‘The Port’, talks
have already reached an
advanced stage between the Port
of London Authority and Trans-
port and General Workers’ Union
officials for the introduction of
three-shift working at the con-
tainer berths at Tilbury. The
report adds that the PLA is
also hoping ‘to introduce this
seven days a week by the end of
the year’.

As far as work-study is con-
cerned, the National Ports Coun-
cil has been a leading advocate
of its introduction.

TIME-STUDY

Articles in the Research and
Technical Bulletin of the NPC
have dealt with the use of the
Methods - Time  Measurement
(MTM) system as applied to
dock work. These included a
time-study of pallet loading.

One example of the council’s
conclusions relates to ‘relaxation
allowances’. This explained:

‘Usually there is an agreed
minimum allowance of 10 per
cent—six minutes per hour—but
it should be emphasized that this
includes all personal needs, e.g.
lavatory, blowing noses, etc., and
is taken when convenient.

‘It is not intended that staff
should stop hourly to take their
relaxation allowance. Breaks for
refreshment form part of the
allowance.’

Meanwhile the real face of
Devlin continues to be exposed,
with announcements of . the
closing-down of Thames-side
wharfs now appearing at the
rate of one a fortnight. The latest
is the Free Trade Wharf at Shad-
well, which will mean 120 dock-
ers being returned to the
‘unattached’ register.

ENTHUSIASTIC

London dockers,” who have
already found themselves taking
a cut in pay and a tightening
of discipline with the implemen-
tation of Phase Two, work for
some of the most enthusiastic
supporters of the Tories’ anti-
union plans.

The port employers would cer-
tainly make the Tory proposals
the mainstay of the Phase Three
agreements, if given the chance.

Rejection of Devlin and rever-

" sion to traditional systems of

payment must be linked to the
fight against the Tories’ anti-
union laws.

Protest NO
the way
to fight

Tory cuts

BY A WORKERS PRESS REPORTER

TORY chancellor Anthony Barber’s slashing
cuts in social services have aroused the rage of
the worthy liberals who run the Child Poverty

Action Group.

They were quick off the mark
in organizing a protest meeting
on Tuesday night at less than
a week’s notice. And more than
150 people turned up.

This was not the group’s first
protest to the Tories.

Already its director, Frank
Field, has sent a letter to
Heath, warning of the effects of

Italian govt

‘exposes’

Mafia
politicians

AT THE END of a month of political crisis and
bloody violence in Sicily, and faced with a mounting
outcry over the links of the public authorities with
Mafia activities in the island, the Rome government
has sought to clear itself with a strongly-worded

official document.

The parliamentary commission

_of inquiry into the Mafia has pre-

pared a report which openly
denounces the close links
between the ‘honoured society’
and the Sicilian politicians and
administrators.

The commission, headed by
‘liberal’  Christian Democrat
Franco Cattanei, has ‘discovered’:
‘a really incredible situation of
criminal activities, intrigue, evil
practices, and connivance of the
public authorities with the Mafia’.

This after ‘inquiries’ lasting
for years during which this situa-
tion has been public knowledge!

‘Reservations’

Cattanei went as far as to
express

tian Democrat Vito Ciancimino
as Mayor of Palermo, the Sicilian
capital.

Italian police chief Angelo
Vicari, in Sicily to head the in-
quiry into a series of recent
crimes, has publicly hinted at
Ciancimino’s Mafia connections.

Ciancimino, who has threat-
ened an action for slander, has
been the subject of repeated
police inquiries. Several times he

Mayor of Palermo
Vito Clancimino

has faced criminal charges along
with dozens of other Sicilian
politicians and notables, includ-
ing several Professors at Palermo
university.

During the early 1960s he was
in charge of Palermo public
buildings and works.

At this time the Mafia was
concentrating much of its energy
on speculation and protection

rackets in the construction indus-

try.
From 1959 to 1964, 4,025
building licences were issued,

- four-fifths of them going to one

of a group of five men, described
as ‘wall-builders’ and such like.

None of them had any inde-
pendent funds.

Many of the allocations were
made in committee while fewer
than the required quorum were
present,

Ciancimino still faces charges
of bribery and corruption in
connection with various public
offices he has held.

To face the growing scandal
the Christian Democrat-led

‘reservations’ on the |
recent election of fellow Chris- °

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

Sicilian ‘junta’ (regional govern-
ment) took up office again after
regsigning en masse on October
19.

‘Their resignation had been in
protest against the Rome gov-
ernment’s decision to divert a
planned steel plant from Sicily
to Reggio Calabria, scene of a
general strike and heavy rioting
earlier this month.

Police chief Vicari is in Paler-
mo following a series of crimes
which are undoubtedly the work
of the Mafia.

Several weeks ago Mauro de
Mauro, a left-wing journalist
doing a feature on the Mafia
for the magazine ‘Ora’ was kid-
napped and has not been seen
since.

Arrested

A leading Palermo business-
man, Nino Buttafuoco, has been
arrested in connection with this.

On instructions from Rome he
is being held in isolation. His
food is prepared under guard,
and those who cook it also
required to eat some of it, lest
he should be ‘persuaded to
silence’.

Last week four ‘doctors’
walked into Palermo hospital car-
rying sub-machine guns under
their white coats, and murdered
a minor ‘mafioso’, Camdido Ciuni.

He was in hospital following
an assassination attempt earlier
in the week. '

After his murder his brother,
Mario, was arrested for ‘illegally
carrying arms’. He had appar-
ently gone to the ‘police head-
quarters to ask to be jailed for
his own protection, prudently
carrying hi§ gun on the way.

The October events are by no
means exceptional. The Mafia has
for many years been involved in
Sicilian (and national) politics—
taking a heavy rake-off from
public funds.

TR

the cuts on poor families.

In typical liberal style he links
this with a quite gratuitous refer-
ence to the cuts’ effect on indus-
trial productivity:

False impression

‘The Bill gives the public the
false impression that most fami-
lies in poverty are going to get
substantial help. In fact most
will not get any help at all and
will be paying more for school
meals and milk, prescriptions,
food and rent.

‘Some will be getting a few
shillings a week—but not enough
to raise them out of poverty.
. . . Along with the extension of
means-tested welfare benefits, it
may act as a disincentive to the
low-paid to earn more by seek-
ing a better-paid job or by earn-
ing more through overtime. It
may have a generally bad effect
on working moral and hence pro-
ductivity.’

The Bill, he warned, might
even contribute to social conflict.
All in all, he concludes, it will
do more harm than good.

The issue of the Bill’'s effect
on- productivity is hardly likely
to worry the Tories.

Their prescription for increased
productivity is starkly simple: a
good . stiff dose of unemploy-
ment will make every employed
worker jump to it.

‘Broken promises’

They don’t need Mr Field’s
warnings to tell them how to
raise productivity.

Still less do they require the
outraged words of CPAG chair-
man Peter Townsend; who"

‘accused Hedth' at thé meeting

of having broken his election
campaign promises.

If Townsend was gullible
enough to believe the Tories
would actually improve the
situation of the estimated two
million people on the poverty

" line then he has only himself to

blame.

The fact that the Labour
government—in which the meet-
ing’s chairman, Miss Joan Lestor,
held a minor ministerial post—
failed despite repeated urging to
raise family allowances is only
another index of the extent to
which it opeped the way for the
Tories. o

The Tories are setting out to
abolish the Welfare State and
substitute the law of the capi-
talist jungle.

Their actions even moved
Transport and General Workers’
Union chief Jack Jones to quote
the good Book: ‘To him that
hath shall be given. . . .’

Y
Worse off

Shell magnate David Barron,
Jones said, would be nearly £30
better off as a result of the tax
cuts, Poor families would be
worse off than before.

But Jones’ call for ‘a great
massive movement to change the
approach of this government . . .
and maybe even - to change the
government’ -is misplaced.

He is one of the chiefs of the
greatest-ever mass movement of
the British.working class,’

If he and his TUC colleagues
decide, this government can be
forced to resign in a matter of
weeks.

If pressure is to be applied,
it must be to demand that Jones
and his fellow union chiefs call
olut the entire organized working
class.

SUBSCRIBE NOW

£13 for 12 months (312 igsues) !
£6 10s ffor six months (156 issues)
£3 5s for three months (78 issues)
If you want to take Workers Press twice a week the rates are:

£1 for three months (24 issues)
£4 for 12 months (96) issues)

Fill in the form below NOW and send to :

Clrculation Dept., Workers Press, 186a Clapham High St.,
" London, SW4.

| would like to take out a subscription to Workers Press.

Days required MONDAY THURSDAY
(Please tick) TUESDAY FRIDAY

WEDNESDAY SATURDAY
Or :
Full subscription (six days) for ..................... months.
[ F: 11 1T T O U
Address ...........ccoviiieiiinennn.

........................................

.....................................................................

Amount enclosed £ s d JJ




PAGE FOUR

WORKERS PRESS

Thursday, November 5, 1970

Praise indged!

PRAISE for Tory Chancellor
Barber’s economic cuts came
yesterday from the ‘Wall St
Journal’, mouthpiece of the
US stock market. -

The Tory policy the
‘Journal’ says, ‘Not only re-
verses Britain’s long-term

socialistic drift, but is based
on a principle that is well
worth notice in the United
States.

‘The fact that a British
government has dared to
propose such a sharp reversal
of past- welfare state policies
indicates the extent to which
Britain has become dis-
illusioned with some of those
policies.’

[Union officials paved way, but
‘We won’t
have M DW

at Oxford’

say Morris stewards

CO-OPERATION with British-Leyland’s plans
to replace piecework with Measured-Day Work
would be like ‘agreeing to wrestle with a grizzly

bear if he agrees not to scratch’.

This warning is issued to carworkers at
the £410 million combine’s Morris assembly
plant at Cowley, Oxford, in the latest issue of
the Transport and General Workers’ 5/55 branch

magazine.

‘Chelsea’

@ FROM PAGE ONE

93s. Merthyr tenants can look
forward to paying rents just
as high as those in Southamp-
ton.

The discrépancies in London
between the various boroughs
provide an index of the extent
to which rents can be ex-
pected to rise.

A recently built three-bed-
room flat costs 43s in Tower
Hamlets, 47s in Southwark,
82s from the GLC, 132s in
Lambeth and 163s in Kensing-
ton and Chelsea.

Triple

The Tories’ aim is Chelsea
rents for all —tripling the
Tower Hamlets rent and deéal-
ing a crippling blow to work-
ing-class tenants.

All this of course takes
place against a background of
rising unemployment, sky-
rocketing cost of living and
government  strike - breaking
against workers fighting for
higher wages.

Walker’s frée market hous-
ing costs mean dire poverty
for hundreds of thousands of
workers and their families.

They put paid tc any hopes
of relief for the two million
families living in accommoda-
tion declared unfit for human
habitation, or for the hun-
dreds of thousands of home-
less whose ranks are certain

rents

to be swelled by wholesale
evictions.

In private housing, the
same steep rises can be ex-
pected. Rent control will be
wound up completely, leaving
hundreds of thousands of
tenants facing higher rents.

All in all, the government
hopes by 1975 to save up to
£200 million from the intro-
duction of ‘fair rents’.

This means that the scheme
will take on average £4 out of
the pockets of every man,

woman and child in the
country. '
Of course, says Walker,

there will be rebates for those
in need—means-tested rebates,
doled out after a stringent and
humiliating inquisition and
only to those who are already
on or below the poverty line.

Tory housing policy is a
policy of deliberate, calculated
wholesale misery for millions
and penny-pinching cuts for
millions more.

Of course for the wealthy
monopolies and the sharp
businessmen who can hope to
see rates and taxes fall drama-
tically, it is a godsend.

The Rachmans and the
building sharks are slavering
at the mouth in anticipation
of an unprecedented bonanza
of high rents.

These are the only beénefici-
aries of the Tories’ class-war
housing policy.

2.30 p.m.

underground, 7.30 p.m.

ALLITRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

CONFERENCES

Support Pilkington glassworkers and their
right to strikel

Defeat the proposed Tory anti-union laws

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8

COVENTRY: Keith's Club, Cox Street, 3.30 p.m.
NEWCASTLE: Royal Turk’s Head Hotel, Grey Street, 3 p.m.
SHEFFIELD: Crooksmoor Vestry Hall, Crooksmoor Road,

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15
GLASGOW: Partick Burgh Lesser Hall, near Merkland Street

LONDON: Woodlands Hall, Crown Street, Acton, 7.00 p.m.

Speakers will be from the Pilkington Rank and File Committee

s

LATE NEWS

ULSTER ROADS SWOOP

About 250 British soldiers
and a large number of mem-
bers of the Royal Ulster
Constabulary took part in
wide-ranging road checks close
to the N Ireland border
yesterday to cut down the
number of ill.gal entries.

NEDC ‘BROKERING’?

National Economic Devel-
opment Council yesterday dis-
cussed Tory public-spending
cuts.

“TUC spokesmen appeared
to have raised few objections
to NEDC chairman Fred
Catherwood’s proposal that he
acts as an ‘honest broker’
to draw up a new tripartite
structure—government, unions
and employers—to discuss
wage controls.

* 3rd party

US ELECTIONS

(See page one)
House Senate Governors
New Old New Old New Old

Dem 252 243 53 57 27 18
Rep 177 187 4% 4(3) 20 32

PAY WAR—BARBER

Chancellor told Commons
yesterday that in private sec-
tor of economy in no circum-
stances will the government
encourage or connive at in-
flationary pay settlements for
the sake of short-term peace
and quiet. . .

‘We shall use all our in-
fluence against settlements
which we Dbelieve against
national interest.’
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Branch officials make two
important points in condem-
nation of last weék’s unsuc-
cessful attempt by Cowley
director Tan Showan to ‘split
the factory by going over the
heads of your elected repre-
sentatives’ with néew MDW
proposals.

In unilaterally issuing a
letter via supervisors to all
employees without consulta-
tion with union officials or
shop stewards, they claim that
the company:

@ Breached both the national
procedure agreement and
the formula on which the
plant’s pieceworkers re-
turned to work after a
recent six-week strike,

@ Attacked negotiation rights
and procedures within the
factory.

Full report

The union’s local, regional
and national officials have
been given a full report on
Showan’s action and asked to
raiseé it at national level with
the Engineering Employers’
Federation.

Under the formula arrived
at by national officials at York
for the pieceworkers’ return,
it was agreed that Leyland
would submit its proposals for
a new pay system to operate
on production of its ADO 28
model at a works conference
—the third stage of the
nationally-agreed procedure.

‘The fact that no agreement
could be reached on the date
for this conference does not
alter this,” says the article.

‘The company has therefore
no right to apply’—as Show-
an's letter did—‘for a local
conference until thé works

conference has been held.’

Local conference is the
fourth stage of procedure ac-
cording to the terms of the
1922 York memorandum.

Serious

Even more serious, say 5/55
officers Bob Fryer, Tony Brad-
ley and J]. Barrett, are the
company’s actual proposals:

‘£37 per week for a full
piecework effort . . . to be
assessed by the use of all the
work-study methods agreed
in the 1968 package deal’

The article emphasizes that
this posés a complete change
from pay systems operating in
the factory ‘which are based
on mutually-agreed piecework
prices’.

A statement by the factory’s
T&GWU shop stewards’ sub-
committee, also reproduced in
strongly
criticizes the pieceworkers’
return - to - work  settlement
agreed by national officials of
the T&GWU, the Amalga-
mated Engineers and the
Vehicle Builders at York.

It was when ‘the company
had reached their weakest
point’ and the strikers ‘had
reached their strongest and
most determined’, the state-
ment says, that ‘the officials
came in with their half-baked
formula which . . . left the
question of MDW wide open’.

Warning

But the stewards warn:

‘We do not intend to see
the company create the con-
ditions to drive down wages
and make Morris Motors a
low-paid factory.’

Measured-Day Work, they
say, is ‘against the policy of
every major trade union body
on the plant: joint shop
stewards’ committee, AEF dis-
trict committee and the 5/55
branch’,

US ELECTIONS
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Nixon’s and Agnew’s venom-
ously unique campaign against
dissent and students might
have provoked liberal-minded
people to protest at the
strident atavism of Nixon’s
‘philosophy’, but the aim
behind this attack was to
paralyse the Democrats by
forcing them to state an
alternative.

Senator Muskie’s speech on
Tuesday night revealed be-
yond doubt that the Demo-
crats are not only in disarray,
but are completely bankrupt
politically.

No issue

To his TV audience he said
flatly: ¢ . . . there is no issue
of law and order, nor of
violence. Ther¢e is only a
problem. There is no disagree-
ment about what we want.
There are only different
approaches to getting it. The
harsh and uncomfortable fact
is that no one, in either
party, has the final answer. ..

Scarcely concealed in
Muskie’s speech is the tacit
admission that neither the
Democrats nor the Republi-
cans can separately control the
giant American working class
which, under the stimulus of
war, inflation and growing
unemployment, is beginning to
straighten its back and un-
leash powerful blows at the
US ruling class.

Class-conscious  American
workers can draw only one
conclusion from the elections
and that is to start building
now an independent labour
party based on the trade
unions and put an end, once

and for all, to the cynical

fraud of the

system.

two-party

Farly hattalion leader in
Spanish Givil War

Wilfred
Macuriney

WILFRED MACARTNEY, who for a short
time was Commander of the first English-

speaking battalion of the International Brigade
in Spain, died on Monday this week in London,

Political strike
against Franco

AN ESTIMATED 50,000 workers
held sit-down strikes of varying
durations in Madrid, Barcelona,
Seville, Bilbao and other Spanish
towns on Tuesday despite displays

of force by security police and the
para-military Civil Guard.

The strikes — called
by the illegal Workers’
Commissions—were an
unprecedented display
of working-class solid-
arity with Franco’s
political prisoners and
a blow at the infamous
Trade Union Law now
on its way through the
Cortes (parliament).

aged 71.
His best-selling book
‘Walls Have Ears’, pub-

lished by the Left Book
Club, described his experi-
ences in prison.

Macartney was sentenced
to ten years imprisonment
in 1927 on charges of pass-

ing information to the
Soviet Union.

He was involved in a
particular incident in

January 1937 on the eve of
the departure of the British
Battalion for the front.
According to one Com-
munist Party member, Fred

Copeman:
‘... the Party leader-
ship could not quite

countenance a non-Com-
munist leading the battalion
in its first action . . . it was
privately indicated to
Macartney that he might
perhaps stand down in
favour of a Party member,
but he refused to consider
the idea.

Meeting

‘On the very morning the
battalion was due to leave,
the commissars summoned
a meeting of brigade leaders
and Macartney was brought
post-haste to headquarters
by official car.

‘The Political Commissar
of- the British Battalion
accompanied him, and
somehow on the brief jour-
ney a gun went off acciden-
tally and Macartney was

wounded.” (‘The Inter-
national Brigades, Spain
1936-1939° by Vincent
Brome.)

Another account places
the accident in the head-

quarters itself, but the
people involved are the
same.
i .
Result - '

Vincent Brome says in his | MEDICAL  students and
bo‘ok: health  workers  yesterday
It led to the result | gemonstrated in London

desired by the Party hier-
archy, since Macartney had
to go to hospital and Tom
Wintringham, a card-

against the Tory cuts in the
National Health Service—with
the slogan ‘Health care is a

carrying Communist, took
command.’ right, not a charity’.
Yet the obituary of
Macartney in yesterday’s Starting from St Thomas’
‘Morning Star’ made no Hospital the marchers—400

mention of this event and
described Macartney as ‘a
consistent supporter of the
“Daily Worker” and the
“Morning Star”’ who had
‘strong Communist con-
victions’.

strong—crossed over the River
Thames to lobby ‘left’ MPs
and those from the hospital
areas at the House of
Commons.

Metalworkers, printers and
builders were well to the fore
in the strike movement.

Franco’s official sources
claim that ‘only’ 15,000
workers took part in the

strikes, but this is clearly a
gross underestimation.
The strike was the first big

political strike against the
fascist regime.
Previous strike struggles

have been confined largely to
economic questions. -

Under the tight repression
of the Franco police, the
organization of such a big
solidarity strike is a sure sign
that the Spanish working class
is finding its feet in struggle.

FREEDOM

and amnesty

Hundreds of students and
young workers marched
through Madrid under the
noses of the police, shouting
for freedom and amnesty.

‘Police made a number of
baton charges and ddzens of
arrests.

More than 3,000 people
gathered near the Atocha rail-
way terminus in central
Madrid where the Workers’
Commissions had called for
demonstrations against the
regime.

Earlier in the day at Madrid
University, police broke down
the doors of the Political
Science faculty and baton-
charged a group of about 400
students who were chanting
slogans.

In the Catalan textile town
of Tarrassa, workers struck
and demonstrated and a priest
was among those arrested.

Spanish actress Julia Pena
stood up in a performance by
a German theatre company in
Madrid and called for the
release of political prisoners.

ARRESTED

then released

Police arrested her, but she
was released when the actors
refused to continue the play
unless she was set free.

These tremendously in-
spiring demonstrations and
strikes indicate that Franco’s
senile and malignant fascist
regime can no longer wall off
the workers and youth of
Spain from the revolutionary
movement of the European -
working class.

regime

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

Racialist move by Ceylon govt

Work permits plan
concession to right

CEYLON'S coalition government has taken the
reactionary step of introducing work permits
for an estimated 10,000 workers of Indian

descent.

Only road

@ FROM PAGE ONE

union laws for ‘protest’

action.

This serves as a cover to
obscure the role of the
union bureaucrats because
in practice they avoid an
all-out campaign to force
the union leaders to fight
the Tories.

Impossible

Yet is is impossible to
mobilize the masses unless
this is done.

In their own way the CP
and the ‘lefts’ dampen down
the struggle, because, tied
as they are to the reformist
‘peaceful road’, they fear
the revolutionary climate
ahead.

Most dangerous of all,
they refuse to see that the
anti-union laws are only
part of the Tory offensive.

Slashing the Health Ser-
vice, raising rents and
creating unemployment are
all tied up with the anti-
union laws.

What is needed is not
just a day of protest in the
form of industrial action,
but the broadening of this
campaign to draw in the
widest layers of workers,
many of whom are not in
unions.

An alliance with sections
of the middle class who are
being impoverished more
and more by the big mono-
polies (working through the
government) is vital.

The working class in alli-
ance with the most hard-hit
sections of the middle class
can be mobilized much
more effectively on political
issues than on purely in-
dustrial forms of protest.

Political

This is the role of Workers
Press. Ours is the only
daily paper which calls for
a political campaign to

'

bring down the Tory gov-
ernment.

We say that the anti-
union laws can only
effectively fought through
forcing the Labour and
trade union leaders to de-
clare that this is their aim
by leading the fight.

Such a fight would then
be the centre of the move-
ment against the Tory cuts
in the standard of living.

It could become the core

of a vast movement which,
when provided with revo-

lutionary leadership, could
put an end to the Tories
and capitalism for ever.

This is, indeed, the only
road -forward now.

WEATHER
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UNIONS ALLIANCE | s outi, fsgien i i
MEETINGS day.

It will become rather cold in
the North. But temperatures will
be near or a little above normal in
the South.

‘No anti-union laws’
‘Force the Tories
to resign’

SWINDON: Sunday,
7.36 p.m. Eastcott
chester Road.

Outlook for Friday and Saturday:
Rain and strong winds crossing all
areas followed by sunny spells and
showers. Temperatures near normal.

November 8,
Hotel, Man-

Night cleaners’ fight
for union recognition

WOMEN night cleaners that two shop stewards had
who work in London gov- been sacked on the allega-
ernment office buildings are tion that their work was

involved in a protracted unsatisfactory.
recognition dispute which This followed their
has led to the sacking of attempt to negotiate a

proper payment for cover-
ing extra work caused by
absent colleagues.

The two stewards, along
with 11 other contract
cleaners, joined the Trans-
port and General Workers’
Union some weeks ago.

One of the picket line
organizers said that she had

shop stewards.

The women, employed by
the contractors ‘Strand
Cleaners’, are picketing at
night outside government
offices such as the Board of
Trade in Great Smith
Street.

The dispute is likely to
spread to other offices as
other cleaners, including been sacked four weeks ago
non-union members, have just after she joined the
refused to transfer to the T&GWU,
picketed buildings. She then set about

Pickets at Great Smith organizing the rest of the
Street told Workers Press cleaners into the union.

Mass arrests
in Brazil

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

BRAZILIAN police arrested 4,000 left-wing suspects at
the weekend, 500 of them in Sao Paolo alone.

A police spokesman said
this was necessary to prevent
widespread demonstrations on
the anniversary of the death of
communist and guerrilla
leader Carlos Marighela at the
hands of the police.

Most of those seized were
released after ‘identity checks’.

But those held in jail face
brutal and indiscriminate
torture. B '

Seven Dominican priests on
trial in Sao Paolo for ‘com-
plicity with the guerrillas’
have accused Sergio Fleury,
the political police chief, of
participating  personally in
torturing prisoners.

Fleury is under judicial
investigation for leading the
‘Death Squad’ — a right-wing
terrorist  organization, re-
cruited mainly from police-
men, which is responsible for
a large number of political
murders.

Hostility

World-wide disgust and hos-
tility towards the Brazilian
regime is now such that the
‘Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights’ (a sub-
sidiary organ of the US-
promoted Organization of
American States), has decided
to investigate torture allega-
tions.

But the Brazilian govern-
ment has refused to admit an
investigator even from this
body, adept as it is at white-

- washing the friends of Ameri-

can imperialism.

This is part of plans to

Ceylonize the economy, a
Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs spokesman

said in Colombo yesterday.

The permits will apply to
workers with Indian passports,
but without visas.

This covers Tamil traders

| and small businessmen who

have frequently been the
target of ultra-reactionary
Sinhalese agitation.

Coalition

The Ceylon government, a
coalition of renegade Trot-
skyists, Stalinists and Mrs,
Sirimavo Bandaranaike’s Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, is thus
making important concessions
to the ultra-right in a dema-
gogic attempt to win support
from unemployed workers.

This is in line with the
increasingly anti-working-class
policy of the coalition, which
is faced with growing econo-
mic crisis.

Recently, on the Keenakalay
tea estate, two strikers were
shot dead by police. Militant
leaders of the plantation
workers—many of whom are
of Indian descent—are now in
prison.

Racialist

The thoroughly racialist
character of the measure is
underlined by the fact that
while it applies to Indians, it
does not affect the remaining
British ' subjects working
mainly as tea estate managers.

The Plantation Ministry in
the coalition is held by former
Trotskyist Colvin R. De Silva,
who joined the coalition to-
gether with N. M. Perera and
other leading members of the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party.

The LSSP’s treachery is now
creating an extremely serious
situation for Ceylon workers.

Each concession the govern-
ment makes towards the
Sinhalese nationalists and the
tea monopolies opens the door
farther to a right-wing clamp-
down on the working class.

Spanish
Stalinists
plan
future
betrayals

BY DAVID BARNES

A STATEMENT by Santiago
Carrillo, Spanish Communist
Party general secretary, lays
bare the acute dangers facing
Spanish workers if the fight
against fascism and the em-
ployers is led by those tied

to the Stalinist ‘road to
socialism’.
In an interview in Paris

published yesterday in ‘Le
Monde’, Carrillo says:

‘All those who are in favour
of the restoration of demo-
cratic freedom, even if they
have goals opposed to ours,
even if, in the past, they have
supported the Franco regime’
can be the allies of the Party.

‘The Spanish , regime has
kept its fascist forms, and our
first task is to put an end to
these. For that, we are ready
to do business with the devill’

It was this policy, tying the
working class and poor
peasants to the requirements
of those employers who were

. prepared (quite hypocritically)

to swear their allegiance" to
‘democracy’, that strangled
the Spanish revolution and led
to Franco's victory in the
Civil War.

Lead

It was in the name of ‘first
defeat fascism, then struggle
for socialism’ that Stalin’s
political servants in Spain took
took the lead in handing
back the factories and land to
the ruling class.

They destroyed the organ-
izations (and murdered their
leaders) who called for class
unity against the oppressors.

There is a bitter reality
when Carillo says in jest that
‘Spanish socialism will march
with a hammer and sickle in
one hand and a cross in the
other’ (i.e. hand in glove with
the ‘progressive’ elements of
the Catholic Church).

For the increasing pressure
from the CP leaders for ‘unity’

‘with any and every self-styled

‘anti-fascist’ paves the way for
a repetition of the terrible
vengeance wreaked by inter-
national capitalism on the
Spanish working class in the
1930s.

Handle

The bankrupt political posi-
tion put forward by Carrillo
gives a handle to the Moscow-
sponsored group, headed by
former General Enrique Lister,
which has split from the
Spanish Party and supports
the Soviet invasion of Czecho-
slovakia.

Lister accuses Carrillo of
leading the Party towards
‘integration in Spanish ‘neo-
capitalism’ and ‘the so-called

democratization of the
country’.
He also accuses Carrillo

personally of the deliberate
betrayal of Party members
Comorera and Monzon, cap-
tured by the police when
crossing the frontier illegally,
and other forms of treachery.

In Lister's mouth these
accusations are the basest
hypocr_isy and cynicism.

He is backed to the hilt by
the _Moscow Stalinists, now
moving inexorably towards
greater trading and ‘cultural’
relations with Spanish fascism
and thence to full diplomatic
recognition of the regime.

Britons
training
Israeli
pilots—
claim

THREE Beirut newspapers
yesterday  published an
identical report that British
technicians are training
Israeli pilots in Cyprus.

According to the report, 60
Israeli pilots arrived at Akro-
tiri base in Cyprus on October
8 and began training there
under British supervision. The
training period is three
months.

An Israeli military spokes-
man yesterday described the
story as ‘another lie in the
long series of fabrications
thought up by the Arabs about
Israel’.

In 1956, Eden’s Tory gov-
ernmeént plotted the invasion
of Egypt with Israel and
France and secretly planned
the Suez operation.

At that time, rumours of
collusion were strongly denied.
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