Union leaders
must back
councilmen

A DEEP but so far largely
untapped well of support
has built up within the
labour movement for the
council workers’
over the last five weeks.

This is again borne out by our.

reports of yesterday’s strike
demonstrations in
Southampton and Bristol.

But the poorly-attended meet-
ing at London’s Tower Hill,
also reported on this page,
is a damning testimony
against the failure of both
the council workers’ and
other wunions’ leaders to
mobilize this support.

Roughly 770,000 members of
the Transport and General
Workers’, the Public Em-
ployees’ and the General
and Municipal Workers’
unions are involved in the
claim for a £2 15s pay rise
with improvements in holi-
day and other fringe
benefits.

Yet only 65,000 of them are
on strike, and Fleet St is
already gleefully pointing
the finger at what it claims
is the explanation: NUPE'’s
alleged financial insclvency.

What is more, the wunion
leaders have themselves
helped to give credence to
this underhanded and con-
temptible attempt to demora-
lize the strikers with their
pledge that there will be no
extension of the action until
after the Scamp report is
published — probably to-
MmMOorrow,

They have already consider-
ably weakened the strike
by sending perhaps the
strongest sections back to
work on the strength of
unilateral settlements with
26 councils.

Some 1,574 authorities —
backed to the hilt by the
Tory government, which has
already used troops once—
are, of course, still standing
firm against the claim.

And two of the three unions
involved—neither of which
can plead poverty — each
organize thousands of other
workers who could quickly
be mobilized in their fellow-
unionists’ defence.

Even more reprehensible is
the conduct of those union
leaders not directly con-
cerned with the council-
men’s struggle.

From the Peckham Rd head-
quarters of the 1,100,000~
strong Amalgamated
Engineers and Foundry-
workers to Euston, where
you can sometimes find the
leaders of Britain's 191,274
railwaymen, there has not
been a single hint of sym-
pathetic action.

The council workers — and
now the miners—are in the
front line of the struggle to

scotch the Tories’ anti-
union laws.
Neither section must be

allowed to stand alone, but
the councilmen enter the
sixth week of their strike
today without a single
glimmer of hope that
leaders of the half-moribund
Trades Union Congress will
lift a finger to help them.

Meanwhile the press lords and
television moguls continue
their scrofulous campaign of
distortions, half-truths and
lies, and the Stalinist
‘Morning Star’ continues its
uncritical support for the
union  leaders’ criminal
vacillation.

Workers Press insists:
union district
trades council and shop
stewards’ committee must
mobilize the maximum sup-
port now for the council

every
committee,

workers’ struggle; union
executives must sub-
jected to irresistible pres-
sure to organize official

action in their defence.
This is the measure of every
union leader’s commitment
against the proposed Indus-
trial Relations Bill — they
must be forced to fight!

DUSTMEN
"FINED

TWO DUSTMEN on strike
since September, were each
fined £20 at Old Street court
yvesterday after a rubbish
protest earlier outside Hack-
ney town hail.

They were said to have led
a group of dustmen to the
town hall, but were warned
by two policemen not to
dump any rubbish there.

They ignored the warning
and ‘threw the rubbish at the
officers’ feet’.

struggle

Austerity of a kind
never seen before in
Britain will be the
result of cuts which
the Chancellor intends
to introduce in three
swift stages between
this week and early
spring.

According to the ‘News of
the World’” reporter Noyes
Thomas, everything from
council housing to ante-natal
clinics will be affected in this
week’'s proposals, which will
be announced in the Com-

mons debate on the mini-
budget.

The Tories are deter-
mined to make every
generation in the working
class suffer from the effects
of their retrenchment policy
—even the unborn.

‘There will be slashing
reductions in the amount of
public funds available for

home-building and construc-
tion projects.

Subsidies go

Cuts will also affect the
block subsidies to local
authorities, cultural subsidies,
the administration of parks,
recreation grounds and cleans-
ing departments and all sub-
sidized organizations. Evening
classes for adults will now
cost more.

Most sinister of these pro-
posals is the intention of the
Tory government to include
a European-type value-added
tax and to scrap the Selective
Employment Tax.

Despite all denials made by
Mr Heath in parliament, the
Tories are determined to in-
crease the burden of indirect
taxation on the working class
as a prerequisite for entering
the Common Market and join-
ing the trade war against the
USA.

While Tory leaders are con-
fident of riding the political
storm which this ‘violent up-
heaval’ will create, Mr Thomas
indicates that the Labour
leaders are ‘aghast’ at the
cuts. '

Since this is the only
emotion registered by the
Labour leaders, the Tories
have little to fear from that
quarter.

As the Tories move to dis-
mantle the  welfare services
and send prices and unem-
ployment soaring, the Labour
leaders scurry around the
footstools of power and
squeak impotently. g

‘Concern’

Their greatest concern at
present seems to be what
Mr George - Brown will say
next in his memoirs and not
what the Tories are doing,
and proposing to do, to the
working class.

In fact, some of them must
be pleased, no doubt, at the
rumour that the Tories,
alarmed by the 12 and 13 per
cent wage increases, are going
to slap down a statutory wage
freeze.

Trade  unionists already
Tory scab’s charter and the

attacks against the miners
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More ‘hit the young and old’

New lory
cuts on
the way

THE TORY GOVERNMENT has decided to
deprive the working class of every concession
and reform won by it in the post-war period -
and they mean to do it soon.

By our political correspondent
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Coal Board £3 resisted

37,000 shake pit
leaders’ grip

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDEN|

A SHOCKED National Coal Board yesterday
had to face the sobering fact that neither
national nor local union leaders can hold back
the miners’ defiant response to its halfway-house

pay offer.

Thousands of miners from
both divisions of the S Wales
coalfield returned home yes-
terday morning after pithead
meetings which decided to
join the 21,500 Yorkshire and
640 Scottish miners already
out for the full £5 demand.

Just over one-third of the
coalfield's 38,000-strong labour
force were stopped.

“This is almost double the
number we had expected,’
said an NCB spokesman.

Pirouettes were rapidly
executed by Stalinist National
Union of Mineworkers’ area
officials for the second time
in a week.

S Wales area secretary Dai
Francis, who opposed strike
action at Porthcawl on Fri-
day after voting for it in Lon-
don three days previously,
warned that miners were in
‘an ugly and determined mood

. all the coalfield will be
out next Monday'.

He added: ‘Once the S
Wales miners make up their
minds they stick to it’.

In Scotland, a meeting of
the NUM area executive at
Edinburgh unanimously de-
manded that a special meeting
of the union’s executive and
a special conference take

place before the forthcoming'

ballot on the NCB’s £2 7s 6d
to £3 offer.

Warning that every colliery
in the area could be on strike
by next Monday, Scottish
NUM president Mick McGahey
said that ‘the overwhelming

LTNBTTHHHTE T

POOR
PRINCE!

CRUEL disappointment for
the Prince of Wales—the lad
was looking forward to his
first visit down a Welsh mine
next week.

Unfortunately his toiling
subjects at Maerdy pit in
the Rhondda have walked out.
The Coal Board, says the
Palace: ‘Have advised us to
cancel the visit and we have
acted on their advice.

Dai Francis ‘will be upset
as well—when he heard of the
visit some months ago he
invited the Prince to come
and work with the boys at
the coal face.

HIHUHHPUHHNA Iy

majority of Scottish miners
want to take action to get the
full claim’.

McGahey, who the day be-
fore had proposed a motion
for strike action at the Lon-
don meeting of the union’s
national executive, last Wed-
nesday cailed on the 3,200
striking Scottish miners to re-
turn to work ‘united’.

What is shocking the Coal
Board and revolving these
union leaders is the total of
36,901 miners now on strike
nationally.

They are steeled by Chan-
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Bristol Students' march
hacks councilmen

BRISTOL students turned out in force yesterday to
march 1,500-strong through the city in support of
the council workers’ and the university manual staff’s

@ See story page 4

;‘

Tottenham MP Norman Atkinson speaks to yesterday’s Tower Hill meeting.

Panto pay
creeps up

A NEW minimum wage of £18 has been
agreed for actors in pantomime, summer
season and tour or season work. Some 1,500
to 2,000 actors are affected by the new deal
which will be reviewed in six months’ time.

The agreement has been
made between the actors’
Equity Association and the
Theatrical Management
Association and the Asso-
ciation of Touring and
Producing Managers.

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

It covers minimum
salaries for both rehearsal
and performance and pro-

faced with the prospect of the

Surprise stoppage boosts
campaign agalnst Tory laws

FIVE hundred workers from
Birmingham’s SU Carburettor
plant yesterday boosted the
campaign for a national one-
day strike against the Tory
government’s anti-union legis-
lation plans with a surprise
token stoppage.

The 24-hour strike started
after a mid-morning meeting
of 150 men and was joined
two hours later by 350

women members of the same-

union — the Transport and

CORRESPONDENT

General Workers.

Half the labour force at the
factory, which forms part of
the £410 million British-Ley~
land combine, was idle as a
result.

British-Leyland chiefs, al-

ready enmeshed in unsuccess-

ful attempts to introduce
Measured-Day Work into their
car body and assembly plants,
were shocked and dismayed
to find themselves challenged
on this new front.

Commenting on the reason
for the strike, T&GWU con-
venor Joe Iredale said:

“This branch is committed
to take any action needed to
preserve our union
ments, and our members in
the factory are protesting at
what they regard as an at-
tack on the trade union move-
ment by the proposed govern
ment legislation,

‘They are afraid that, if the
legislation goes through, this
factory will go back 40 years.

agree= |

vides for formal casting
agreements in these- cate-
gories.

Previous to this actors
worked in conditions of
extreme insecurity with no
fixed scale of pay for many
and no formal agreements
for rehearsal rates.

The present minimum
salaries range from £6 a
week for local choristors in
pantomime to £17 for prin-
cipals in certain tours. The
general chorus minimum is
£12 per week.

An  Equity
said:

‘The campaign will con-
tinue for a similar living
wage in other branches of
the theatre.

These included repertory
theatres, theatres for child-
ren and ice shows.

spokesman

Busmen and
dockers join

Soton demo

SOUTHAMPTON dockers
vesterday stopped work in a
stirring gesture of solidarity
with the embattled council
workers and helped swell an
impressive 1,500-strong coun-
cilmen’s march through the
town.

The march was strongly
suported by other sectlons of
workers.

A large contingent of
Southampton busmen — with
their own strike now well into
its second month—were loudly
cheered as they marched
down to join the demon-
stration.

A hundred university stu-
dents also took part in the
militant march which shouted
through the city the slogans
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Illusions
in Scamp
inquiry
BY STEPHEN JOHNS

THE SCAMP inquiry may
tell the government that the
offer to local authority wor-
kers is not good enough, a
léft-wing Labour MP told
council strikers in London
yesterday.

This would also apply to
the government’s offer of 37s
to their own employees in the
health service, Norman Atkin-
son, member for Tottenham,
}_clllﬁ the meeting at Tower

1ll.

‘Let us be under no
illusions,” he added, ‘the
Scamp inquiry is going to do
something that no other in-
quiry has done before when
it tells the government this.’

Atkinson ended with an
appeal for TUC support and
the intervention of its general
secretary Victor Feather if the
inquiry did not get. a return
to work.

“Then a very different situa-
tion will emerge from the one
there is at present,” he said.

The meeting was poorly

attended and the one-day
strike call to white-collar
staff was not observed in

‘London. Two of their union

representatives said that the
meeting had received  in-
sufficient publicity.

- There is also a growing
tendency to localize the dis-
putes so diverting the atten-
tion of the council workers
from the national implications
of their claim.

Lambeth strikers at the
meeting said that council
workers who won the 55s
should remain out until every
worker had won it.

®

‘No retreat on 55s’

OXFORD council workers are to send a telegram to Jack Jones,
head of the Transport and General Workers’ Union, demanding
that there be no retreat on the 55s claim.

At a mass meeting in the town yesterday they voted
unanimously to stay out on strike until their demands are met

in full.

But at CORBY 170 men decided to return to work from
today. They will be meeting the council for negotiations on

Thursday.

The Scamp inquiry is likely to be published tomorrow, but
the Scamp committee will not itself release its findings—they
will remain the property of the National Joint Council for

Local Authority Services.

Army
lookmg
for ¢ mass
arre@ 3
exct

‘SHOOT first;
mass arrests
of the Brit n army’s ‘get-tough’
policy in Ulster as spelt out by its
commanders.

e

#.d parley later’ and
Jhis is the meaning

The army in N Ireland is for the
first time facing ‘organized terror-
ism’ Major-General Tony Farrar-
Hockley, land forces commander,
claimed yesterday.

Major Peter Spurgeon, acting Commanding
Officer of 41 Commando also told reporters:

‘The British Army are some of the nicest
guys you can meet and we will do our best
the situation,
vicious and tough with us we will get tough
with them and be professional with it."

Ulster is to be subjected to the same vicious

military repression as imposed by the army
in Aden, Cyprus and throughout the coloniai

but if people get

The army, according to Spurgeon, is ‘not
always going to wait and see whether objects
being thrown at them go bang or not . . .
the situation could arise in which someone
was in a crowd throwing stones and when
someone else was throwing bombs, and he
would face the risk of being shot’.

OMINOUS

In an ominous statement Major Spurgeon
made 1t clear that demonstrators are to be
driven off the streets whatever the cost to
life and limb.

‘There is no question any
more of saying to them: “If.
you will go back, we will go
back”

‘When we are satisfied that
they have gone and the situa-
tion is reduced to normal,
then we will go home.

Both Spurgeon and another
officer claimed that clashes
over the weekend were part
of a ‘Green IRA’ plot, sup-
posedly organized to ‘take ad-
vantage’ of last Thursday’s
shooting of a civilian by a
marine !

DIRECTIONS

Both alleged that ‘men with
black berets’ had been seen
giving directions during
clashes.

In the context of the inten-
sifying bittérness of the fight-
ing, such statements are sharp
warning of mass arrests in the
very near future,

DEATH
DANCE
HALL NOT
DECLARED

SAFE—

Fire chief

ST LAURENT'S fire chief
said yesterday that the
opening of the ‘Cing Sept’
dance hall — swept by fire
which killed 143 French
youngsters early on Sunday
—had not been authorized
by his department.

Commandant Gilbert
Plantier told reporters:

‘The authorization for the
opening of the dance hall to
the public never went through
my department.

‘When the request for a
permit to construct the hall
was sent to us the security
commission examined it. The
plans appeared to conform to
the current rules.

“We should, of course, have
had to visit the hall to check
whether the plans had been
conformed to, but we were
not told of the opening of
the establishment.’

Materials used in construc-
tion and decoration should
have been non-inflammable,
he added. But it seemed the

fire was accelerated by
inflammable materials,
M. Plantier’s statements

came amid mounting public
anger over the alleged pad-
locking of emergency exits
which trapped the young vic-
tims in the raging inferno as
psychedelic plastic and papier
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Union leaders
must back
councilmen

A DEEP but so far largely
untapped well of support
has built up within the
labour movement for the

council workers’
over the last five weeks.

This is again borne out by our.
reports of yesterday’s strike-

demonstrations in
Southampton and Bristol.

But the poorly-attended meet-
ing at London’s Tower Hill,
also reported on this page,
is a damning testimony
against the failure of both
the council workers’ and
other unions’ leaders to
mobilize this support.

Roughly 770,000 members of
the Transport and General
Workers’, the Public Em-
ployees’ and the General
and Municipal Workers’
unions are involved in the
claim for a £2 15s pay rise
with improvements in holi-
day and other fringe
benefits.

Yet only 65,000 of them are
on strike, and Fleet St is
already gleefully pointing
the finger at what it claims
is the explanation: NUPE's
alleged financial insolvency.

is more, the union
leaders have themselves
helped to give credence to
this underhanded and con-
temptible attempt to demora-
lize the strikers with their
pledge that there will be no
extension of the action until
after the Scamp report is
published — probably to-
MOTTowW.

© They have already cong;'%ﬁ ...
ably weakened tHe~ st se

by sending perhaps the
strongest sections back to
work on the strength of
unilateral settlements with
26 councils.

Some 1,574 authorities —
backed to the hilt by the
Tory government, which has
already used troops once—
are, of course, still standing
firm against the claim.

And two of the three unions
involved—neither of which
can plead poverty — each
organize thousands of other
workers who could quickly
be mobilized in their fellow-
unionists’ defence.

Even more reprehensible is
the conduct of those union
leaders not directly con-
cerned with the council-
men’s struggle.

From the Peckham Rd head-
quarters of the 1,100,000-
strong Amalgamated
Engineers and Foundry-
workers to Euston, where
you can sometimes find the
leaders of Britain’s 191,274
railwaymen, there has not
been a single hint of sym-
pathetic action.

The council workers — and
now the miners—are in the
front line of the struggle to

scotch the Tories’ anti-
union laws.
Neither section must be

allowed to stand alone, but
the councilmen enter the
sixth week of their strike
today without a single
glimmer of hope that
leaders of the half-moribund
Trades Union Congress will
lift a finger to help them.

Meanwhile the press lords and
television moguls continue
their scrofulous campaign of
distortions, half-truths and
lies, and the Stalinist
‘Morning Star’ continues its
uncritical support for the
union  leaders’ criminal
vacillation.

Workers Press insists: every
union district committee,
trades council and
stewards’ committee must
mobilize the maximum sup-
port now for the council
workers’ struggle; union
executives must be sub-
jected to irresistible pres-

to organize official
action in their defence.

This is the measure of every
union leader’s commitment
against the proposed Indus-
trial Relations Bill — they
must be forced to fight!

DUSTMEN
“FINED

TWO DUSTMEN on strike
since September, were each
fined £20 at Old Street court
yesterday after a rubbish
protest earlier outside Hack-
ney town hall.

They were said to have led
a group of dustmen to the
town hall, but were warned
by two policemen not to
dump any rubbish there.

They ignored the warning
and ‘threw the rubbish at the
officers’ feet’.

struggle_

shop

Austerity of a kind
never seen before in
Britain will be the
result of cuts which
the Chancellor intends
to introduce in three
swift stages between
this week and early
spring. o

According to the ‘News of
the World’ reporter Noyes
Thomas, everything from
council housing to ante-natal
clinics will be affected in this
week’s proposals, which will
be announced in the Com-
mons debate on the mini-
budget.

The Tories are deter~
mined to make every
generation in the working
class suffer from the effects
of their retrenchment policy

. —even the unborn. !

There will be slashing
reductions in the amount of
public funds available for
home-building and construc-
tion projects.

Subsidies go

Cuts will also affect the
block subsidies to local
authorities, cultural subsidies,
the administration of parks,
recreation grounds and cleans-
ing departments and all sub-
sidized organizations. Evening
classes for adults will now
cost more.

Most sinister of these pro-
posals is the intention of the
Tory government to include
a European-type value-added
tax and to scrap the Selective
Employment Tax.

Despite all denials made by
Mr Heath in parliament, the
Tories are determined to in-
crease the burden of indirect
taxation on the working class
as a prerequisite for entering
the Common Market and join-
ing the trade war against the
USA.

While Tory leaders are con-
fident of riding the political
storm which this ‘violent up-
heaval’ will create, Mr Thomas
indicates that the Labour
leaders are ‘aghast’ at the
cuts.

Since this is the only
emotion registered by the
Labour leaders, the Tories
have little to fear from that
quarter.

As the Tories move to dis-
mantle the.. welfare services
and send prices and unem-
ployment soaring, the Labour
leaders scurry around the
footstools of power and
squeak impotently. [

‘Concern’

Their greatest concern at
present seems to be what
Mr George - Brown will say
next in his memoirs and not
what the Tories are doing,
and proposing. to do, to the
working class.

In fact, some of them must
be pleased, no doubt, at the
rumour that the Tories,
alarmed by the 12 and 13 per
cent wage increases, are going
to slap down a statutory wage
freeze.

Trade unionists already
faced with the prospect of the
Tory scab’s chartér and the
attacks against the miners
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THE TORY GOVERNMENT has decided to
deprive the working class of every concession
and reform won by it in the post-war period -
and they mean to do it soon.

\

New Tory
cuts on
way

By our political correspondent

The daily paper
‘that leads the
fight against the
Tory government
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Coal Board £3 resisted

37,000 shake pit
leaders’ grip

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDEN1

A SHOCKED National Coal Board yesterday
had to face the sobering fact that neither
national nor local union leaders can hold back
the miners’ defiant response to its halfway-house

pay offer.

Thousands of miners from
both divisions of the S Wales
coalfield returned home yes-
terday morning after pithead
meetings which decided to
join the 21,500 Yorkshire and
640 Scottish miners already
out for the full £5 demand.

Just over one-third of the
coalfield’s 38,000-strong labour
force were stopped.

“This is almost double the
number we had expected,’

_said an NCB spokesman.

Pirouettes were rapidly
executed by Stalinist National
Union of Mineworkers’ area
officials for the second time
in a week.

S Wales area secretary Dai
Francis, who opposed strike
action at Porthcawl on Fri-
day after voting for it in Lon-
don three days previously,
warned that miners were in
‘an ugly and determined mood
. . . all the coalfield will be
out next Monday’.

He added: ‘Once the S
Wales miners make up their
minds they stick to it’.

In Scotland, a meeting of
the NUM area executive at
Edinburgh unanimously de-
manded that a special meeting
of the union’s executive and
a special conference take
place before the forthcoming'
ballot on the NCB’s £2 7s 6d
to £3 offer.

Warning that every colliery
in the area could be on strike
by next Monday, Scottish
NUM president Mick McGahey
said that ‘the overwhelming

TGN

POOR
PRINCE! _

CRUEL disappointment for
the Prince of Wales—the lad
was looking forward to his
first visit down a Welsh mine
next week.

Unfortunately his toiling
subjects -at Maerdy pit in
the Rhondda have walked out.
The Coal Board, says the
Palace: ‘Have advised us to
cancel the visit and we have
acted on their advice.

Dai Francis ‘will be upset
as well-——when he heard of the
visit some months ago he
invited the Prince to come
and work with the boys at
the coal face. :

“
lnnmrammARR I

majority of Scottish miners
want to take action to get the
full claim’.

McGahey, who the day be-
fore had proposed a motion
for strike action at the Lon-
don meeting of the union’s
national executive, last Wed-
nesday called on the 3,200
striking Scottish miners to re-
turn to work ‘united’.

What is shocking the Coal
Board and revolving these
union leaders is the total of
36,901 miners now on strike
nationally.

They are steeled by Chan-

@® PAGE FOUR COL. 9

strike.

ur|
ICE CAE

Bristol Students' march
hacks councilmen

BRISTOL students turned out in force yesterday to
march 1,500-strong through the city in support of
the council workers’ and the university manual staff’s

Tottenham MP Norman Atkinson speaks to yesterday’s Tower Hill meeting.

Panto pay
creeps up

A NEW minimum wage of £18 has been
agreed for actors in pantomime, summer
season and tour or season work. Some 1,500
to 2,000 actors are affected by the new deal
which will be reviewed in six months’ time.

The agreement has been
made between the actors’
Equity Association and the
Theatrical Management
Association and the Asso-
ciation of Touring and
Producing Managers.

Surprise stoppage boosts
campaign against Tory laws

FIVE hundred workers from
Birmingham’s SU Carburettor
plant yesterday boosted the
campaign for a national one-
day strike against th_e Tory
government’s anti-union legis-
lation plans with a surprise
token stoppage.

The 24-hour strike started
after a mid-morning meetin
of 150 men and was joine
two hours later by 350
women members of the same.
union — the Transport and

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

General Workers.

Half the labour force at the
factory, which forms part of
the £410 million British-Ley-
land combine, was idle as a
result.

British-Leyland chiefs, al-

ready enmeshed in unsuccess- -

ful attempts to introduce
Measured-Day Work into their
car body and assembly plants,
were shocked and dismayed
to find themselves challenged
on this new front.
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Commenting on the reason
for the strike, T&GWU con-
venor Joe Iredale said:

‘This branch is committed
to take any action needed to
preserve our union agree-
ments, and our members in
the factory are protesting at
what they regard as an at-
tack on the trade union move-
ment by the proposed govern-
ment legislation,

‘They are afraid that, if the
legislation goes through, this
factory will go back 40 years.’

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

It covers minimum
salaries for both rehearsal
and performance and pro-
vides for formal casting
agreements in these- cate-
gories.

Previous to this actors
worked in conditions of
extreme insecurity with no
fixed scale of pay for many
and no formal agreements
for rehearsal rates.

The present minimum
salaries range from £6 a
week for local choristors in
pantomime to £17 for prin-
cipals in certain tours. The
general chorus minimum is
£12 per week.

An Equity
said:

‘The campaign will con-
tinue for a similar living
wage in other branches of
the theatre.’

These included répertory
theatres, theatres for child-
ren and ice shows.

spokesman

Busmen and
dockers join

Soton demo

SOUTHAMPTON dockers
yesterday stopped work in a
stirring gesture of solidarity
with the embattled council
workers and helped swell an
impressive 1,500-strong coun-
cilmen’s march through the
town.

The march was strongly
suported by other sections of
workers. ?

A large contingent of
Southampton busmen — with
their own strike now well into
its second month—were loudly
cheered as they marched
down to join the demon-
stration.

A hundred university stu-
dents also took part in the
militant march which shouted
through the city the slogans .
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countries.

life and limb.

mass arrests-
of the Brit .n army’s ‘get-tough’
policy in Ulster as spelt out by its
commanders. '

The army in N Ireland is for the
first time facing ‘organized terror-
ism’ Major-General Tony Farrar-
Hockley, land forces commander,
claimed yesterday.

' Major Peter Spurgeon, actiig Commanding
Officer of 41 Commando also told reporters:

Illusions
in Scamp
inquiry
BY STEPHEN JOHNS

THE SCAMP inquiry may
tell the government that the
offer to local authority wor-
kers is not good enough, a

left-wing Labour MP told
council strikers in London
yesterday.

This would also apply to
the government’s offer of 37s
to their own employees in the
health service, Norman Atkin-
son, member for Tottenham,
}-(I)lﬂ the meeting at Tower

111,

‘Let us be under no
illusions,, he added, ‘the
Scamp inquiry is going to do
something that no other in-
quiry has done before when
it tells the government this.’

Atkinson ended with an
appeal for TUC support and
the intervention of its general
secretary Victor Feather if the
inquiry did not get a return
to work.

“Then a very different situa-
tion will emerge from the one
there is at present,’ he said.

The meeting was poorly
attended and the one-day
strike call to white-collar
staff was not observed in

‘London. Two of theéir union

representatives said that the
meeting had received : in-
sufficient publicity. :

There is dlso a growing
tendency to localize the dis-
putes so diverting the atten-
tion of the council workers
from the national implications
of their claim.

Lambeth strikers at the
meeting  sai that council
workers who won the 55s
should remain out until every
worker had won it.

s

‘No retreat on 555’

OXFORD council workers are to send a telegram to Jack Jones,
head of the Transport and General Workers’ Union, demanding

that there be no retreat on the

55s claim.

At a mass meeting in the town yesterday they voted
unanimously to stay out on strike until their demands, are met

in full.

But at CORBY 170 men decided to return to work from
today. They will be meeting the council for negotiations on

Thursday.

The Scamp inquiry is likely to be published tomorrow, but
the Scamp committee will not itself release its findings—they
will remain the property of the National Joint Council for

Local Authority Services.

looking
for ‘mess
arrests’

«d parley later’ and
" his is the meaning

‘The British Army are some of the nicest
guys you can meet and we will do our best
to cool the situation, but if people get -
vicious and tough with us we will get tough
with them and be professional with it.’

Ulster is to be subjected to- the same vicious
military repression as imposed by the army
in Aden, Cyprus and throughout the colonial

The army, according to Spurgeon, is ‘not

- always going to wait and see whether objects

being thrown at them go bang or not . . .

the situation could arise in which someone

was in a_crowd throwing stones and when

someone else was throwing bombs, and he
would face the risk of being shot’.

OMINOUS

In an ominous statement Major Spurgeon
made it ctear ‘that demonstrdtors are to be
driven off the streets whatever the cost to

‘There is no question any

more of saying to them: “If.

you will go ‘back, we will go
back”.

‘When we are satisfied that
they have gone and the situa-
tion is reduced to normal,
then we will go home.’

Both Spurgeon and another
officer claimed that clashes
over the weekend were part
of a ‘Green IRA’ plot, sup-
posedly organized to ‘take ad-
vantage’ of last Thursday’s
shooting of a civilian by a
marine |

DIRECTIONS

Both alleged that ‘men with
black berets’ had been seen
giving directions during
clashes.

In the context of the inten-
sifying bittérness of the fight-
ing, such statements are sharp
warning of mass arrests in the
very near future.

DEATH
DANCE
HALL NOT

DECLARED
SAFE—

Fire chief

ST LAURENT'S fire chief
said yesterday that the
opening of the ‘Cinq Sept’
dance hall — swept by fire
which killed 143 French
youngsters early on Sunday
—had not been authorized
by his department.

Commandant Gilbert
Plantier told reporters:

“The authorization for the
opening of the dance hall to
the public never went through
my department.

‘When the request for a
permit to construct the hgﬂl
was sent to us the security
commission examined it. The
plans appeared to conform to
the current rules.

‘We should, of course, have
had to visit the hall to check
whether the plans had been
conformed to, but we were
not told of the opening of
the establishment.’

Materials used in construc-
tion ‘and decoration should
have been non-inflammable,
he added. But it seemed the
fire. was accelerated by
inflammable materials.

M. Plantier’s statements
came amid mounting public
anger over the alleged pad-
locking of emergency exits
which trapped the young vic-
tims in the raging inferno as
psychedelic plastic and papier
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THERE are three roads
to the dole in Scotland.
You may work for a
combine which launches
an economy
decides that its Scottish
branch must go.

Or a firm faced with strike
action may decide that a
protracted dispute just isn’t
worth the money and shut-up
shop rather than pay an
increase.

Many other workers are
sacked in the wake of a pro-
ductivity deal like the British-
Leyland workers who joined
the labour exchange at Bath-

gate after accepting a job-
evaluation exercise.
This is apart from the

unemployment due to the
decline in the two basic in-
dustries of coalmining and
shipbuilding. Upper Clyde
Shipbuilders, for example, em-
ployed 14,000 a year ago. Now
7,500 work there.

Higher unemployment means
that employers can obtain stricter
discipline on the shop floor and
an intensification of work.

This is what Strachan
discovered four ago when
he lost his job the Royal
Ordnance Factory Bishopston,

Glasgow, for a]legL‘ bad time
keeping. Since then and his
wife and little girl
on national assistance.

‘They introduced a |, roducti-
vity deal at the factory. This was

to come in three stages, but
there was no mention about
redundancies.

‘It meant moving men around
and speed-up. Then one day I
was sacked for bad time keep-
ing. Its true I had been Ilate
for one or two days, but only a
few minutes and this had hap-
pened before the deal and no
one had bothered. It was, 1
think, a way of getting rid of
surplus labour—getting rid of
men without having to pay
redundancy fees.

‘So I signed on the dole. My
benefit was suspended because I
was classed as being fired for
industrial misconduct.

Benefit

down
I draw about £7 15s on social
security — this goes mainly on

rent so there isn’t a great deal
over for the wife and the kiddie
to live on.

‘I have been down the Renfrew
exchange about four or five
times, but they just say they
have no jobs at all. They did get
me one, but that was only a
holiday relief in the Rootes fac-

tory.

‘1 go up there and 1 say,
“Any vacancies?” They say,
“No”. It’s short and sweet.

‘At  the Renfrew exchange
they're queueing outside the

door. It takes about half an hour
or more to get to the counter
to sign on.

‘Soon my benefit will go down
because its based on my last
26 weeks earnings, 1 have only
about until Christmas to go on
this rate now.

‘1 have, of course, tried for
jobs. I must have been to every
factory and ship-yard in the area
but they just say they’re not
starting -anyone. In fact they are
laying people off; its the worst
situation I have ever seen down
here.

‘The Ordnance factory always
used to be a stand-by; a place
where you could always get a
job. But now even this source
has dried up. The situation will
only get worse. The Tories are in
and they want to create more
unemployment to get their anti-
union bill through.

‘The unions won't fight with
the leadership they have got at
the moment, but I think the

{1 would like information about

| THE SOCIALIST
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DATELINE:

THE SECOND PART OF PART FOUR OF A REGULAR
MONDAY SERIES: PART ONE APPEARED IN
YESTERDAY'S WORKERS PRESS.

REPORT:

STEPHEN JOH NS

SCOTLAND’S JOBLESS ROLL-CALL, MAY TO NOVEMBER 1970

(Continued from yesterday)

Hillbank works—Tay Textiles, Dundee ...

H. K. Parker Co. (Great Britain) Ltd, Glasgow ...
Foster Wheelers John Brown Boller Works, Clydebank
Burrough Office Equipment, Strathieven

L. Sterne & Co., Glasgow

Upper Clyde Shipbuliders, Clydebank and' Govan

Ranco Motors Ltd, Uddington
British Leyland, Bathgate ...

Fibreglass Ltd (Pilkington), Glasgow ...

workers will fight— what choice
have they?

‘I support the one-day strikes
move. This on its own can’t get
us very far. What we need is
socialism and 1 don’t mean the
kind that the Labour Party tried
to bring in last time.

‘But there are big problems.
The working class, even on the
Clyde, is backward and some-
times divided. There are divi-
sions between the crafts and
even religious divisions between
Catholic and Protestant. But
unity is the only answer.’

The workers at A. L. Sternes,
refrigeration engineers of Glas-
gow, are unique in as much they
did not accept redundancies
without a fight.

' Fill in the form below and send to NATIONAL

SECRETARY, SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE,
' 186A CLAPHAM HIGH ST, LONDON, SW4,

\
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When the Prestcold group (in
turn owned by British-Leyland)
decided to close Sternes down,
the 460-strong labour force struck
against the redundancies.

They held out two weeks.
Eventually the union made the
dispute official, but at a key
stage the Clydeside district
committee of the AEF refused
on a vote of 18 to 4 to spread
the dispute.

The Sterne workers returned
and accepted the closure. Most
of the 460 are now on the dole.

Official
strike

Willy McCann was a steward
at Sternes and is a member of
the Clyde AEF district commit-
tee. He is one of the few work-
ers still left in the plant clear-
ing up. By December 25 he will
be on the dole—‘a nice Christ-
mas present,” he says grimly.

‘Prestcold took us over two
years ago promising good pros-
pects and expansion.

‘We suggested alternative pro-
ducts that the plant could pro-
duce. They had said that our pro-
ducts were obsolete. We even
suggested, as a joke, to work for
nothing, but they were adamant
the place had to close.

‘We went to see Ridley, the
Secretary of State at the Minis-
try of Technology. He was sym-
pathetic but said he could do
nothing for industry in Glasgow
and W Scotland at the moment.
We told him how desperate
things were, especially among
the skilled groups, but he said
one of the troubles with the
Clyde was its bad labour rela-
tions record.

‘So we gave notice of with-
drawal of labour and this we did
on September 18.

‘We went round the factories
and they all gave us moral sup-
port and a lot of money came
in.

‘The AEF district committee
made it official; the first official
strike they have called on the
Clyde for 20 years, I believe.
But they refused to extend it. So
eventually we went back.

‘I don't really know what I
am going to do. This is the sec-
ond time I have been made
redundant. There is very little
skilled work around at the
moment. Many are still hoping

'

57 redundant
170 redundant
500 redundant
450 redundant
455 redundant

1,200 redundant
400 redundant
550 redundant
500 redundant

for a miracle—that Sternes will
keep open.

‘The whole of Scotland is in a
big crisis. In the engineering field
firms are taking Heath’s advice
and shutting down when they
don’t make profits.

“There is only one way to beat
all this, to unite in one solid
front and get behind the labour
movement and kick these Tories
right out of office.

‘If we don’t there are going
to be very black times ahead
in Scotland. What happened in
the 1930s will happen again in
the 1970s if there is no change.’

Together with his workmates
at Turner & Newall asbestos
works at Clydebank, Tom
Temple came out on strike in
April for abolition of bonus
working and a higher basic rate.

The firm didn’t argue, they
closed the plant down and got
out of Scotland.

What had frightened them in
particular was the approaches
stewards like Tom made to
lgro‘:nl.lps of other workers in Eng-
and.

More
unemployment

Tom spent four weeks on the
dole then was taken on at a
training school.

There he is learning to be a
capstan setter, but he is not opti-
mistic about the chances of get-
ting a job when he leaves.

‘We went on strike in April
in response to _the firm's
announcement that they were not
negotiating. They were closing
the place.

‘The union officials met—we’re
in the Municipal Workers—they
wouldn’t see the strike commit-
tee at all but they eventually did
pay us some money—£12 hard-
ship pay. ’

‘I think what scared the man-
agement was our approaches to
other workers in Turners. We
went down to Widnes where
they have their biggest factory
and met the stewards there.
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‘They gave us some money and
their support: But more import-
ant we established contact' for
the first -time and we agreed if
in the future they was any -
trouble we would come out
together.

‘I go up there and | say,
Any vacancies? They say

No’ It’s short and sweet’
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‘The firm knew that they
would have to make an example
of us, like those Pilkington
blokes, or else they would be
faced with trouble everywhere.

‘So they closed the whole place
down and that was it!

‘150 lost their jobs. I felt
most sorry for the older mem—
about 50 of the workers are over
55. When they got their redun-
dancy notice they must have
known that Turners would be the
last job they would ever have.
You don’t get much decent
employment in places like Clyde-
bank at 55 and dver.

‘A lot of us were hoping for a
job at Singer Sewing Machine,
in the town, but the week we
left they laid 800 off there. This
was a bit of a blow; Singers was
glgays the place you could get a
job. -

‘T signed on at Clydebank. Its
a joke there; it takes you an
hour, maybe, queueing to get to
the counter. I was out for four
weeks then I 1got taken on at a
training school.

‘Whether I get a job when I
come out depends entirely on the
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job situation and you don’t need
to be a prophet to see this will
not be good.

‘Still it's better than some of
my mates. They have been
offered all kinds of jobs. One was
told by the counterman that
there was a job round the corner
1t was at a grocer's shop for £16
d—he said he’d rather stay on the

ole.

‘To change this situation we
must first of all throw out the
Tories.

‘I support the idea of a one-
day strike, but really its a pro-
longed general strike that the
T?lx;ies fear despite all Heath's
talk.

‘If we don’t do this the Tories
and employers will use the fear
of unemployment to discipline
the whole of the working class.
That is why we can’t separate

the fight of the unemployed from
those still in work.
' ‘The TUC and the union

leaders could give a lead here
and if they don’t they must be
forced to by the workers in the
rank and file.’

BBC 1

6.00 NATIONWIDE. London.

8.55 POINTS OF VIEW.

10.10
10.40 24 HOURS.
11.15 VIEWPOINT.
11.30 Weather.

All regions as above except:

Midlands, E Anglia: 6.00-6.45 Nation-
wide., Midlands today. Look East,
weather. 10.10-10.40 Contact (Mid-
lands only). 11.32 News, weather.

North, NW, NE, Cumberland and
Westmorland: 6.00-6.45 Nationwide
Look North, weather. 10.10-10.40
A canney view (NE only). 11.32
News, weather.

Wales: 5.20-5.44 Telewele. 6.00 Wales
today, weather. Nationwide. 6.45-
7.05 Heddiw. 10.10-10.40 This world
of Wales. 11.32 Weather.

BBC 2

11.00-11.20 a.m. PLAY DESIGN.
7.30 NEWSROOM and weather.
KR v Hull.

Grand Prix season.

10.35 NEWS ON 2 and weather.
10.40 LATE NIGHT LINE-UP.

TV

ITN.
6.02 TODAY.
6.30 GHOST AND MRS MUIR.

Williams.
8.30 THE LOVERS.

10.00 NEWS AT TEN.

specialist in Indian dance.

CHANNEL: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.00
Puffin’s birthday greetings. 4.10 En-
chanted house. 4.25 Survival. 4.55 Lon-
don. 6.00 News, weather. 6.10 Police
file. 6.15 Lookaround. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 Movie: ‘Mandy® With Phyllis Cal-
vert, Jack Hawkins, Terence Morgan

TV

9.15 a.m.-12.25 p.m. London. 1.00-1.25 Dyna wall. 1.30 Watch with
mother. 1.45 News and weather. 2.05-2.25 Schools. 4.20 Play school.
4.40 Jackanory. 4.55 Vision on. 5.20 The perils of Penelope Pitstop.
5.44 The magic roundabout. 5.50 News and weather.

6.45 TRANSWORLD TOP TEAM. Aberdeen v Deventer.

7.05 Z CARS. ‘Whatever Happened to the Glory Boy?’

7.30 THE SAGA OF ST TRINIANS. ‘Blue Murder at St Trinlans'.
With Terry Thomas, George Cole, Joyce Grenfell an Alastair
Sim. The story of a school siege.

9.00 THE NINE O'CLOCK NEWS and weather.

9.20 ‘GO AND CLIMB "A MOUNTAIN'. Dr Josef
controversial work on cancer patients.

MONTY PYTHON’S FLYING CIRCUS.

Issels and his

REGIONAL BBC

Scotland:  6.00-6.45 Reporting Scot-
land. Nationwide, 10.10-10.40 Scot-
tish comedy playhouse. 11.15 View-
point. News, weather.

N Ireland: 6.00-6.45 Scene around
six, weather. Nationwide. 10.10-10.40
In questions. 11.32' News, weather.

SW, South, West: 6.00-6.45 Nation-
wide. Points West. South today.
Spotlight SW, weather. 10.10-10.40
The enthusiasts (South only). 11.32
News, weather.

N

7.05 DESIGN EDUCATION. ‘Man-sized Problems’.
8.00 FLOODLIT RUGBY LEAGUE. BBC 2 Trophy, quarter finals. Hull
8.50 WHEELBASE. Jack Brabham and Juan Fangio review the 1970

9.20 MENACE. ‘Man With A Mission’. With Robert Lang, Robert
Urquhart, Alethea Charlton and Clifton Jones.

11.00 a.m.-3.00 p.m. London. 3.50 Lone ranger. 4.17 Hatty town. 4.30
Crossroads. 4.55 Junior showtime. 5.20 Magpie. 5.50 News from

7.00 TUESDAY FILM. ‘Carry On Sergeant’. With William Hartnell,
Bob Monkhouse, Shirley Eaton, Kenneth Connor and Kenneth

9.00 ARMCHAIR THEATRE. ‘The Dolly Scene’. With Sinead Cusack,
Michael Pennington, Roy Marsden. Anna has the habit of
being chosen by the wrong partners.

10.30 REPORT. ‘Hard Times’. The poor of London, Liverpool and
Birmingham tell their stories.

11.30 PEOPLE TO PEOPLE. ‘The Hora'. From Rumania.

12.00 midnight SACRED DANCE. Barry Turner talks to Vija Vetra,

REGIONAL 1TV

and Godfrey Tearle. 8.30 London.
11.30 Aquarius. 12.10 Gazette. 12.15
News, weather.

WESTWARD. As Channel except: 3,58
News. 4.00 Gus Honeybun. 6.00 Diary.
12.15 Faith for life. 12.20 Weather.

HARLECH: 11.00-2.58 London. 4.18
Women today. 4.55 London. 6.01 Re-
port West. 6.18 Report Wales. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Bonanza. 8.00 Mr and
Mrs. 8.30 London. 11.30 People to
people. 12 midnight Weather.

HTV (West) colour channel 61 as
above except: 4.16-4.18 and 6.18-6.35
Report West.

HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 and
HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except: 6.01-6.18 Y
dydd. 10.30 Countryside seventy. 11.15-
11,30 Arthur.

ANGLIA: 10.58-3.00 London. 4.30
News. 4.40 Enchanted house. 4.55
London. 6.00 About Anglia. 6.35

Crossroads. 7.00 ‘Man in the Saddle’.
With Randolph Scott, Alexander Knox,
Eilen Drew and Joan Leslie. A girl
marries a rich rancher for security.
8.30 London. 11.30 NYPD. 11.58
Refiection. .

ATY MIDLANDS: 11.00-2.35 London.
3.49 Horoscope. 3.52 Women today.
4.10 Peyton place. 4.40 Origami. 4.50
Owl service. 5.15 London. 6.00 ATV
today. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Movie:
‘Three Young Texans’. With Mitzi
Gaynor, Keefe Brasselle and Jeffrey

Hunter. 8.30 London. 11.30 Better
driving, weather.
ULSTER: 11.00-2.35 London, 4.30

Romper room. 4.50 News. 4.55 Lon-
don. 6.00 UTV reports. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Movie: ‘The Snorkel’.
With Peter Van Eyck and Mandy
Miller. Murder story. 8,30 London.
11.30 White line.

YORKSHIRE: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.15
Wind_ in the willows. 4.30 Matinee.
4.55 London. 6.00 Calendar, weather.
6.30 Nanny and the professor. 7.00
Film: ‘Escape from Fort Bravo’. With
William Holden, Eleanor Parker, John
Forsythe and Polly Bergen. Four
Southern prisoners make a daring
escape during the Civil War. 8.30
London. 11.30 All our yesterdays.
12 midnight Weather.

GRANADA: 11.00-2.35 London. 4.10
News, Peyton Place. 4.40 Origami.
4.55 London. 6.00 Six-o-one. 6.15 Gilli-
gan’s island. 6.45 Film: ‘The Tin Star’.
With Henry Fonda, Anthony Perkins
and Betsy Palmer. An ex-marshal gets
involved with the problems of an inex-
perienced young sheriff. 8.30 London.
11.30 Four just men.

TYNE TEES: 11.00-2.35 London., 4.10
News. 4.15 My three sons. 4.40 En-
chanted house. 4.55 London. 6.00 To-
day at six. 6.25 Where the jobs are.
6.30 Film: ‘Siege of Pinchgut’. With
Aldo Ray and Heather Sears. A man
on his way to serve a long prison
sentence, escapes with the help of
three men. 8.30 London. 11.30 News.
11.45 Epilogue.

BORDER: 1.38-3.00 London., 4.10
News. 4.12 Telephone game. 4.40 Ori-
gami. 4.55 London. 6.00 News. Look-
around. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 “The
Diamond Wizard’. With Dennis
O’Keefe, Margaret Sheridan and Philip
Friend. Thriller. 8.30 London, 11.30
Better driving. 11.55 News, weather.

SCOTTISH: 11.00-3.00 London. 3.40
Dateline. 3.50 Horoscope. 3.52 Women
today. 4.15 Enchanted house. 4.30

London. 6.00 Dateline. 6.30 Univer-
sity challenge. 7.00 Telephone game.
7.30 Marcus Welby MD. 8.30 Lon-
don. 11.30 Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 10.58-2.35 London, 3.52
Women today. 4.15 Enchanted house.
4.25 Patterns of folk. 4.55 London.
6.00 News, weather., 6.10 Ron Thomp-
son reports. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
Western: ‘The Burning Hills’. With
Tab Hunter and Natalie Wood. A
young couple fall in love despite the
violence around them. 8.30 London.

11.30 Betier driving.
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‘THE BODY’, directed by Roy Battersby, is a truly remarkable
film about a truly remarkable subject, and it is made with a
reverence, a sense of the marvellous, for the extraordinary com-
pilation of muscle and blood and flesh and piping and pumping and
injecting and digesting and expelling that is us, all of us.

‘THE BODY'. Produced by TONY GARNETT.

Directed by ROY BATTERSBY. Showing in

London at the Classic, Piccadilly Circus.

Help the Young Sociélists
make their

GRAND XMAS
BAZAARS

a great success

If you are able to sew, Kknit, paint and can make
goods for our bazaars. If you can give us jumble,
gifts, tins of grocery. Please contact Young Socialists
/ Bazaars, 186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

THE BAZAARS ARE AT:

LONDON LEEDS
Saturday, November 28  Saturday, December 12

Plashet School Corn Exchange
(nr East Ham tube) * Leeds
Doors open 12 noon Doors open 12 noon

PUBLIC LECTURES

Elements of
: -
Marxism
The importance of Marxist philosophy in the
building of the revolutionary party.

«Lectures by
G. HEALY

(Nationai Secretary of the Socialist Labour League)

OXFORD

Thursday November 5
Northgate Hall

Oxford
8 p.m.

Lectures by
M. BANDA
(Editor of Worklers Press)

ACTON BLACKFRIARS
Thursday November 5
Thursday November 12

(Place to be arranged)

Monday November 9
Friars Hall
Blackfriars Road '
Acton. 8 p.m. SEL. 8 p.m.

Lectures by G. Healy and M. Banda

NEWCASTLE
Hotspur Hotel
Haymarket 7.30 p.m.

Sunday, November 15
Sunday, November 29

Three lectures by
C. SLAUGHTER

(Central Committee of Socialist Labour League)

BIRMINGHAM SHEFFIELD

Sunday November 15
Sunday November 22

Monday November 9
Crooksmoor Vestry Hall

Monday November 16
Digbeth Hall , Crooksmo7o.§ J(g.,niheﬂield 6

Birmingham. 7.30 p.m.
_ " LIVERPOOL

Wednesday November 4
Wednesday November 11
Wednesday November 25

Royal Institution, Colquitt St
(near Bold St). 7.45 p.m.

VU P N P

Chemically we are n
more than a compound of
carbon, hydrogen, oxygen,
nitrogen and sulphur, whose
current market price is no
more than a few shillings,
yet we are capable of the
rarest mental ingenuity, phy-
sical dexterity, touch, taste,
sight, sound, hearing, love,
joy, pain and anguish.

o

So much we take for granted,
yet so much we are ignorant,
even fearful, of.

That shape that we look at
dispairingly in the mirror, getting
balder and fatter and less agile,
is all we’ve got and all we will
ever have — matter, growing,
changing, dying.

It is this miraculous biological
process, from the point of con-
ception to death itself, that ‘The
Body’ investigates; the workings,
internal and external.

Nowhere is this development
from cradle to grave more
dramatically illustrated than in a
slow panning shot from the new-
born child up and along the
bodies and faces of the growing
child, into puberty and on into
adulthood, middle age and
senility, the life span of man in
line, an example from every year,
children, men and women reveal-
ing their own special charac-
teristics physical and personal
before the camera with a nod,
a smile, embarrassment, sus-
picion and caution.

*

It is a dramatic reminder of
what we are part of and where
we must end.

From the whole, the film ex-
plores the particular, the ear, the
heart, the digestive organs, the
musc]e, the brain, the eyes.

A tiny camera works its way
down through the mouth, and
into the stomach and it is a
journey that has all the fascina-
tion and suspense of a science-
fiction thriller.

All that pumping and gurglmg
is going on underneath our

TUESDAY S

[?EI&ELI@
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smooth coverings of skin, the
surface @f which, we learn, is
actually dead tissue.

For the biologically ignorant,
among whose number I am one,
there is a wealth of clear, exciting
information that comes as a
revelation. Part of the experience
of the film is knowledge itself.

Yet beautiful though the body
is, a precise, intricate, complicated
mechanism, it does not exist in
some biological or aesthetic
vacuum.

It inhabits-a world, is part of
and subject to the laws of nature,
and defines itself by a struggle
with nature to wrest an existence,
a livelihood, a future.

This basic contradiction, and
more precisely, the form that it
takes at this particular historical
juncture, is at the centre of this
film, and it is this that raises the
level above a simple catalogue
of biological information.

The relentless, never-ending,
never-stopping, production line
churning . out the wealth for the
few, yet created by the sweat
and muscle of the many for
wages, driven, exhausted, cut off
from their real potential, their
creative possibilities, is a recur-
ring image that hammers its way
throughout the film and serves
as a constant reminder that this
is where capitalist society _begins.

And it is this relentless pro-
cess, the drive for profit, that
maims bodies, scars them,
deforms them, brutalizes them,
and denies them their true
expression; that pollutes rivers,
that plunders the earth, that
threatens the continued ®xist-
ence of our planet itself.

It is this system that throws
men and women into the lost

twilight of old age, gives them
a pittance to survive on merely
because they are no longer pro-
ductive and cannot work.

It is this system that plunders
the underdeveloped countries of
their natural resources and en-
slaves them with poverty and
malnutrition.

*

One of the most remarkable
sequences in the film, z_md
remarkable for its very sim-

plicity and directness, is to show .

heaped together the average
amount consumed by western
man over a period of 50 years
and to contrast it with the
meagre bundle of rice, a little
bacon and some vegetables that
is the average consumption of an
Indian over the same period.

The Indian diet does not even

(be
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IMAGINE a salesman saddled
with a duff product. He knows it
is lousy, the customers know it is
lousy, and he knows that they
kncw . . . He can’'t get a sale.
He’s demoralized.

A depressing state to be in, -

and a pitiable one, you’ll agree.

on pevhoop 'l pity the
1,000 men who gathered at the
Sheraton Park Hotel, Washing-
ton DC recently, with an equally
depressing problem.

They were photographic, film,
television and information officers
emplayed by the US army, air
force, navy, and marine corps;
and they were gathered together
to discuss the problem of how
to improve the armed forces’
‘image’.

They spoke of the need to
revive the support of the Ameri-
can public for the forces, and
discussed the problem of how to
‘communicate effectively with
youth’.

One wouldn’t have thought the
army found it difficult to com-
municate.

‘Now hear this!’ as they say
—it’s an order. Sergeants don’t
usually have difficulty in making
themselves heard. The youth who
are drafted don’t have any choice
but to ‘listen to officers’ pep
talks.

Of course, the real problem
facing the American armed
forces is not that they can’t
communicate; but that what they

ALE

FERENCE

succeed in communicating, the
youth are rejecting.

The ruling class, and even
more so those who do their dirty
work for them, often like to use
phrases like ‘failure of communi-
cation’ when what they’re really
talking about is a failure of
kidology.

The problem which the con-
ference at the Sheraton Park
Hotel had to discuss was that
the youth of America—despite
years of militarist and chauvinist
comic books, films and television
programmes, as well as distorting
newspapers—are no longer being
kidded.

%

Air Force General Jack ]
Cotton spoke at the conference
of the ‘diminishing respect for
the military, and the need for
gaining the confidence of our
younger people’.

It seemed to be generally
agreed that more glossy photos
of aircraft or slick movies about
the marines, would not do the
job. Nor did anyone suggest
that John Wayne c¢ould help—at
least if they did, it wasn’t
reported.

An Army information officer
said the trouble was that
the Vietnam war had split the
nation, and that most members
of the generation now being
drafted were opposed to the war.

‘Then how do you explain
the war to them?’ he was asked.

‘You try to tell them why
we're in Vietnam.’,

‘Do you succeed?’

‘It's- difficult’, he replied,
‘because the reasons are always
changing.’

Other speakers referred to the
My Lai massacre, saying that the
revelations about this had done
irreparable harm to the Army’s
‘image’. (Burn down a village,
murder the women and children,
but whatever you do, make sure
it doesn’t harm the Army’s
‘image’.)

A colonel raised the issue of
the service clubs inquiry, which
had revealed rackets involving
officers.

He wondered how could you
explain to the ordinary soldier
why the Army was not court
martialling key figures in the
service clubs scandal, although
a Senate committee has accused
them of getting rich illegally.

Finally, an Air Force colonel
told the conference:

‘Our image is at a new low.
If you find out what we can
do to mend the fences, let us
know, will you?’

On that hopeful note, the
Sheraton Park sales conference
ended.

Ah well. If they can’t sell
their goods, then it looks as
though the firm is on its way to
going out of business!

occupy an eighth of the floor
space.

It is this system that produces
physical inequalities. Even the
growing foetus sheltered in the
womb does not escape its laws,
for, as the film reminds us, ‘The
womb of an undernourished
mother is like a small slum’.

What the film insists on is
the totality of life, the totality of
society in all its contradictory
and uneven nature. It allows no
escape, asserts that the un-
pleasant cannot be wished away,
but is an integral part of our
system.

Over painful pictures of the
bewildered faces of the mentally
retarded, brain damaged, their
movements slow, obsessive,
desperate, the cpmmentary
reminds us: ‘They are here, they
are here. They will not go away’.

We learn also that as we pre-
pare to launch to Mars, almost
nothing is known about the
workings of the brain.

Battersby understands his sub-
ject matter dialectically.

Formalists who look for some
linear exposition will be confused
or unsettled by the structure of
the film, for he proceeds from
contradiction to contradiction,
uniting the opposites, positive
and negative, saying this is the
whole, this is the conflict.

*

At moments he is not entirely
successful, at times I feel that he
is over lengthy in his exposition.

The natural climax of the film
for me comes at the end of the
birth sequence, which is one of
the most genuinely miraculous
pieces of film I have ever seen,
which contains in a simple,
human and eloquent way, all the

somewhat turgid and overblown, *

evangelical content of the final
commentary.

But then we are dealing here
with personal tastes and prefer-
ences.

These are minor criticisms
of a work that demonstrates a
considerable achievement and I
wouldn’t hesitate to say that it
represents a breakthrough, above
all, in method. It is a materialist
film and a dialectical film.

It insists with reverence and
love the enormous possibilities of
our earth and courageously
defines all that threatens and
holds us back.

It insists on a unity of
opposites whose contradiction
must be fought out.

It insists on the whole, on the

varied, on the richness of the
possibility of life and how it is
confined and restricted by the
barbarous system that enslaves it
and threatens its existence.

It says this is how it is.

To liberate mankind from the
barbarities, inequalities and
deprivations is the task of the
future. Only when this is done
can man inherit the earth and

- his body.

. This
relentless
process, the
. drive for profit,

- that maims

i bodies, scars

them, deforms

them,

brutalizes them
and denies .
them their

true expression

’
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‘All the way for £5
wage rise’

From a surface worker at Yorkshire’s
Glasshoughton colliery:

HOW CAN we accept any
wage increase which is con-
ditional on further indis-
criminate pit closures, speed-
up and the sacrifice of
20,000 jobs over the next 12
months?

The practice of conciliation
followed by our union execu-
tive has meant a collusion of
class interests, the acceptance
of pay-adjustments tied to
productivity agreements in-
stead of genuine wage ad-
vances based on the rising
consumer needs of the miners
and their families.

A system of outmoded
negotiations has retained a
pay structure which has

caused inter-district disputes
and restrictive practices —
leading to speed-up and a run-
down in manpower.

The NUM has passively
accepted the pit-closure policy
and compromise settlements
on wages, which in reality
were disguised  wage-cuts
determined by the provisions
of the Prices and Incomes Act.

The aim of the miners’
leaders has been to stick
rigidly to a policy of class-
collaboration: professing sup-
port for the miners’ legitimate
claims, yet reacting violently
to drastic changes of  policy
which would advance the real
interests of the miners
against the class employer.

The Tory government’s pro-
posals to introduce new legis-
lation laws against the unions
poses the greatest threat to
the working class.

It is intended to weaken
trade union solidarity, intimi-
date militant workers and
thereby reduce the collective
bargaining power of the
unions.

A massive campaign leading
to a national one-day strike
against the Tory anti-union
laws must be stepped up.

This must not be seen as
an end in itself, but as a

demonstration of the people’s
will to force the Tories to

resign.
With regard to Lord
Robens’ latest offer, I say:

Let’s go all the way and stand
firm for the £5 minimum in-
crease.

And we should bear in
mind that we are not only
fighting the Coal ‘Board and
the Tory government. We are
fighting the capitalist class
who will employ every class
manoeuvre to break the
miners’ resistance.

Finally, in determining the
balance of profits and wages:
the £554} million paid in
compensation and interest is
all part of the profit from

coal.
It isn't the Coal Board
which ' is in debt, it's the

average day-wage man, whose
take-home pay is only £12
after stoppages. Add to this
the incidence of sickness and
the day-wage man is on the
lowest rung of the social

ladder.
Syd Hinchcliffe.

Dangers 1n fight
on redundancy

ON THURSDAY, October 29,
workers at Lucas Industrial
Equipment, Fazakerly, rejected
a call by their shop stewards
to fight redundancy by. an
organized sit-in.

During the one-and-a-half
hours of questions and debate
which preceded the vote,
every avenue was explored by
the members to prevent a
head-on clash with the Lucas
combine. They all proved to
be blind alleys.

Finally, after the vote for a
sit-in was defeated, a member,
with obvious sincerity, said :

‘No one wants anyone to be
made redundant, we just don’t
feel that a sit-in is the way to
help them.’

The murmur of approval
from the members indicated
that the brother had spoken

2.30 p.m.

underground, 7.30 p.m.

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

CONFERENCES

Support Pilkington glassworkers and their
right to strike!

Defeat the proposed Tory anti-union laws

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8

COVENTRY: Keith’s Club, Cox Street, 3.30 p.m.
NEWCASTLE: Royal Turk's Head Hotel, Grey Street, 3 p.m.
SHEFFIELD: Crooksmoor Vestry Hall, Crooksmoor Road,

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15
GLASGOW: Partick Burgh Lesser Hall, near Merkland Street

LONDON: Woodlands Hall, Crown Street, Acton, 7.00 p.m.

Speakers will be from the Pilkington Rank and File Committee

LATE NEWS

MINERS’ STRIKE
SNOWBALLS

(See page one story)

Three more Yorkshire
pits—this time in the¢ N
Yorks panel—struck yes-
terday: Fryston, Allerton
Bywater, and  Wheldale.
Thoresby in Notts is also
out.

Miners from the S Yorks
panel are to picket pits in
the so-far-inactive Barnsley
panel this morning.

PIB.TO GO

The National
Prices and Incomes would be
wound up when the work on
which it was at present en-
gaged was completed, the
Secretary for Employment,

‘need” for a

Board for

Robert Carr announced in
the Commons yesterday.

Legislation would be intro-
duced ‘in due course’.

Carr said that, in the public
sector, there was a ‘clear
co-ordinated
machinery for advising the
government on the reunmera-
tion of certain groups for
whom no negotiating
machinery was appropriate.

‘Therefore the government
intends to establish at an
early date three review bodies
with a degree of interlocking
membership.’
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for the majority of those
voting against the stewards’

_resolution.

Immediately, the only real
alternative was then put by
another member—a resolution
for a complete withdrawal of
labour.

This fell also, and by about
the same number of votes.
Approximately one-third of
the meeting supported the call
for asit-in or an all-out strike.

The position was clear, that
it wasn’t a matter of not want-
ing people to be sacked, but
a question of what we were
prepared to do to stop the
sackings and the whole grow-
ing tide of unemployment.

To the lasting credit of the
shop stewards, they refused
to give any false hopes to the
membérs of any success of
token action. Nor did they
yield to the temptation to
hide behind any show of
sham militancy which stopped
short of an all-out fight.

Some members said after-
wards

‘We didn’t like voting
against a stewards’ recom-
mendation. But we didn’t

think we had a dog’s chance.’

But we have no chance at
all if we don’t fight.

As soon as the outcome of
this meeting is known, there
will be scorn poured on the
stewards’ efforts from all
quartérs — ranging from the
extreme right to the pre-
tenders to the throne of mili-
tancy; those who, in any
guise, have blatantly shackled
our membership with produc-
tivity deals and who, even at
this late hour, avoid any real
struggle against anti-union
laws.

To those who pretend to be
the guardians of the left, it
must be stated quite clearly
that the Lucas stewards have
fought at every stage against
any interference by employers
or government on our right
to work.

Lucas’s were one of the first
to pledge support to English
Electric members.

Gentlemen, before you burst
with delight at our defeat, let

this one fact burn into your,

minds. That, throughout the
whole of the meeting, the
membership demanded evi-
dence of any real support by
other factories when one fac-
tory was threatened with re-
dundancy. How have you
fought for such support? And,
more important, how are you
going to fight?

Ponder on this:.

There was a young lady

from Riga,

Who smiled as she rode on

a tiger,

They returned from the ride

With the lady inside,

And the smile on the face

. of the tiger!

We all ride the same tiger
and there’s no room for
smiles.

As for us, we have lost a
serious battle. But there is
not one blemish on our prin-
cipled stand. We undertake the
very serious task of patiently
explaining and struggling un-
til we have won our entire
membership over.

Lucas worker

Reactionary campaign has one purpose

Nixon laws
aimedat
working class

VOTERS all over the United States go to the polls today to
elect their Congressmen after one of the most viciously
reactionary campaigns ever staged by president Nixon’s
- Republican Party.
Nixon has been whipping up
agitation against
the left, using the San Clemente
incident when his car was stoned
and unemployed
workers as a convenient excuse.

‘law-and-order’

by students

His main aim in the election
is to secure a Republican
majority in the Congréss so
that he can put through much
more stringent public order
laws.

He wants vastly increased
government powers to deal
with the left, in preparation
for anticipated battles with
the working class.

His language during the
campaign has become more
and more intemperate and
violent—with Spiro T. Agnew,
his deputy, blazing the trail
with his fulminations against
‘radical-liberals’.

‘Garbage’

At Belleville, Illinois, for
example, Nixon pointed to a
group of demonstrators and
said :

‘It's time to sweep that
kind of garbage out of our
society. They should be
treated in the same humane
way that we separate the other
misfits who interfere with
social progress and with the
conduct of the business of
one of the greatest nations in
the world.’

He wants a ‘strong appli-
cation of American justice’
against what he calls ‘thugs
and hoodlums’.

. The frame-up trial of the
Chicago seven has already
given more than a glimpse of
the kind of American ‘justice’
Nixon wants widely spread
around.

State crime

Yesterday Nixon ordered
the Federal law-enforcemeént
agencies to give every assist-
ance to State forces in track-
ing down people wanted for
assaulting the police.

In most parts of the US
this is a State rather than a
Federal crime, and Federal
police have not hitherto been
involved in tracking down
suspects.

Nixon’s Democratic oppon-
ents are making half-hearted
11th-hour efforts to neutralize
the law-and-order campaign
by stressing growing unem-
ployment and rising prices.

This is a bid to win the
support of industrial workers

who are coming out strongly -

against Nixon.

But the Democrats remain
completely compromised, hav-
ing supported both Kennédy
and Johnson until Johnson
resigned.

Nixon’s McCarthyite cam-
paign is a response to the
rapid polarization of class
forces now underway in the
US.

Wants laws

With the threat of major
battles over wages in the next
few months, Nixon wants laws
he can turn against the work-
ing-class organizations.

The Democrats cannot fight
this development and many of
them welcome it.

The only way it can be
successfully fought is by a
struggle for a Labour Party in
the Unitéd States, which will
unite the organized working
class as an independent poli-
tical force against the two-
party system and the Nixon
onslaught.

WEATHER

ENGLAND and Wales will be
rather cloudy. There will be rain
at times although bright or sunny
periods are expected at first, especi-
ally in N and E areas of Eng-
Jand.

N Ireland and Scotland will be
rather cloudy with bright or sunny
intervals and showers. Tempera-
tures will be above normal.
Outlook for Wednesday and Thurs-
day: Changeable with rain at times,
but also some bright or sunny in-
tervals. Near normal temperatures.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

‘No anti-union laws’
‘Force the Tories

to resign’
BRISTOL: Wednesday, November
4, 8 p.m. Old England public

house, Gloucester Road. ‘The coun-
cil strike and the Tories offensive’.

HULL: Wednesday, November 4.
7.30 p.m. Co-op Institute Hall,
Room 1, Kingston Square Admis-
sion 1s.

E LONDON: Wednesday, November
11, 8 p.m. Festival Inn, Kerbey St
(near Chrisp St Market), E14.

weapons

number
North.

It has steel bolts packed
round the explosive charge,

New | f ragmentation
bombs in Vietnam

US IMPERIALISM'’S arsenal of
in Vietnam now in-
cludes a bomb designed to kill
and maim the largest possible
of civilians in the

bomb hi

which are shot out when the

ts the ground.

The photo shows Phan Quoc,
a 19-year-old fisherman from

Vinh An, with one of the bolts

lodged

(in the X-ray photo-

graph) next to his spine.

en. Grigorenko’s
condition worse

PROMINENT SOVIET oppositionist General Pyotr Grigorenko, is
under solitary confinement in a ‘psychiatric’ prison-hospital at
Chernyakovsk near the Soviet border with Poland.

Students djscuss
varsity rights

v
'

Cambridge University students yesterday discussed the Senate
Council’s rejection of their criticisms of the proctorial system,
and the Council’s querying of the Students’ Union’s legitimacy.
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Bristol students' march
hacks councilmen

THE BRISTOL students’ march (see photo page one),
called by the University Students’ Union Council, was
joined by Polytechnic students and university porters,
clearners and kitchen staff who are striking in support
of a 55s claim parallel to the councilmen’s.

The slogans of the Bristok
Young  Socialist  Students’
Society — ‘Never again the
thirties’, ‘Victory to the coun-
cil workers’ and ‘Tories out’,
were taken up by other sec-
tions of the march, especially
when students massed briefly
outside the Council House
shouting for the resignation
of the Tory council leader.

The YSSS were the only
section to raise political de-
mands, marching behind a
banner saying ‘Force the Tor-
ies to resign’.

After the demonstration
militant students met in the
Polytechnic to discuss future
action.

A YSSS speaker stressed
that the only way forward was
to take up the fight against
union officials who have been
concerned to prevent the
strike from spreading.

There was criticism of
officials allowing the university
to continue operating by not
calling on decisive sections to
come out in support.

Kaimyk C

THE SOVIET Stalinists
celebrated the 50th anniver-
sary of the Kalmyk Auto-
nomous Republic on
October 30—without men-
tioning the wholesale
deportation of the Kalmyk
people and the dissolution
of the republic under Stalin.

A congratulatory message
from the Supreme Soviet
and the Communist Party
Central Committee recalled
that *‘many’ Kalmyks had
fought at the front to
defend the Soviet system
and described the Republic
as a ‘brilliant success’ for
the CP’s nationalities policy.

Ironically, one of the
charges used by Stalin to
‘justify’ the deportations was
that the Kalmyks and other

Reports reaching Lon-
don from Moscow indi-
cate that his health is
deteriorating because . of
the vile conditions under
which he is held.

He was declared insane
earlier this year by a panel
of secret police doctors and
sentenced in his absence to
indefinite imprisonment in
a secret police ‘mental hos-
pital’.

This is a favourite method
of the Stalinist police to
remove oppositionists who
have committed no crime.
Grigorenko is known to be
perfectly sane.

The prison where he is
held is run by a Major
Belkopyotov, who has con-
sistently done his best to
prevent friends and relatives
from visiting General Grigor-

enko. .
No toilet

The tiny cell in which
\Grigorenko is detained con-
tains no toilet, causing him
a great deal of distress.

He suffers from bladder
injuries caused when he was
severely beaten up in Tash-
kent prison last year. His
war wounds are also being
exacerbated by conditions
in the jail.

Grigorenko’s ‘crime’ is

that he publicly opposed the °

invasion of Czechoslovakia
and has consistently de-
fended the rights of perse-
cuted minorities in the
USSR~—particularly the per-
secuted Crimean Tartars
who were deported from
their Caucasian homeland
by Stalin in 1944. The Tar-
tars are still in exile.

Poetess

Another prominent oppo-
sitionist being held in a
similar prison-hospital is the
poetess Natalya Gorbanev-
skaya, aged 34, who was
sentenced at the same time
as Grigorenko.

She is in a ‘psychiatric’
hospital attached to the
Butyrki prison in Moscow.

She has appealed urgently
from her cell to friends and
sympathizers in the outside
world to take up her case.

This appeal must be
answered by the British
labour movement.

Communist Party mem-
bers in particular must de-
mand that their leaders
cease their disgraceful
silence about the fate of
these prisoners, who are be-
ing persecuted for speaking
out against Stalinism in the
USSR.

@ Resolutions and let-
ters of protest should be
sent to the Soviet Embassy,
Kensington Palace Gardens,
London, W.8.

DEATH
DANCE

@ FROM PAGE ONE
mache decorations caught fire
within seconds.

Fire authorities themselves
refused to comment on the
allegations that some of the
emergency exits were locked
and that door handles had
been removed from others to
stop gatecrashers getting in.

They said only that the
special commission  which
opened its investigations on
Sunday into the disaster would
be able to give a clear reply.

But the only surviving man-
ager of the dance hall, M.
Gilbert Bas, insisted that the
exists were not locked and the
barman said they opened as
soon as the fire broke out.

M. Bas, who was ques-
tioned by police all day Sun-
day. told reporters:

‘The emergency exits were
not blocked because the bar-
man was able to escape by one
of them with five people.’

M. Bas, one of three men
who ran the dance-hall, added
yesterday:

‘At 1.45 I was behind the
bar outside the building when
I noticed that the alert signal
was alight.

‘I thought it was a quarrel.
I went round the building to-
wards the entrance when 1
heard cries of “Fire” and saw
people running out with their
clothes on fire. I jumped into
the car to give the alert.’

Death roll in the disaster"

rose to 143 yesterday when a
man died from burns in a
Lyons hospital.

Doctors were fighting to
save the life of another
seriously injured man.

So far only 81 bodies have
been identified.

Soton demo

® FROM PAGE ONE
‘Give us the 55s now’, inter-
spersed with ‘Tories out’.

The slogan ‘Kick out the
Tories’ drew applause from
onlookers as the marchers
made their way through the
town to the Civic Centre
where a council meeting was
taking place.

The Mayoress refused to
appear.

But the crowd would not
disperse on the instructions of
union leaders who tried to
urge people into the public
gallery.

This was greeted with
shouts of ‘Bring her out here,
we are the public gallery’.

Tory cuts

® FROM PAGE ONE

and dustmen must reject the
worthless opposition of right-
wing Labourites and union
chiefs and campaign actively
in the unions to make their
leaders fight the anti-union
laws and the cuts by a mas-
sive one-day general stoppage
called by the TUC.

We urge all delegates to
the November 14 confer-
ence of the Liaison Com-
mittee for the Defence of
Trade Unions to fight for
such a policy and make
"December 8 the stepping

¢ stone towards a one-day
general strike of the whole
trade union movement —
and a militant campaign in
the unions to make the
leaders fight.
We appeal
unionists to
campaign against the Tories
with massive demonstrations
and token strikes in support
of the dustmen.
Disarm the Tory axemen by
forcing the Tories to resign!

to all trade

combine this’

elebration ‘forgets’
deportations

Caucasian nationalities had
collaborated with the
Germans.

More than 130,000 Kal-
myks were rounded up out
of their villages in Decem-
ber 1943 and herded into
cattle trucks at gun-point.

They were transported to
the region of Krasnoyarsk
in the Siberian North, Tens
of thousands perished on
the journey and in the
privations that followed.

The deportation was kept
a closely-guarded secret,
and Stalin quietly wiped the
Kalmyk Republic off the
map. The Kalmyk people
were not ‘rehabilitated’
until 14 years later, when
families began to trickle

back from deportation to
their homelands.

But it is clear that they
have not been by any means
fully ‘rehabilitated’ even
now. The anniversary cele-
brations, which make no
mention of these persecu-
tions, signify the continua-
tion of Stalinist policies in
the USSR. Grigorenko, who
has heroically defended the
Crimean Tartars — another
persecuted nationality who
are still deprived of the
right to return to their
homeland — is in solitary
confinement in a ‘hospital’
prison.

The Stalinist bureaucracy
remains deeply compromised
by Stalin’s crimes.

| W EUROPE

Stalinists
still seek
joint
‘police’

action

POLISH and W German Foreign
Ministers are to meet in Warsaw
today to discuss a treaty between
the two countries which would
involve W German recognition of
Poland’s western frontier.

The  Oder - Neisse
line, established after
the war, has never
been recognized by W
Germany, which clings
to the fiction that the
frontiers of Germany

are the same as in 1937.

A  Bonn-Warsaw treaty
would go far to removing
major obstacles in Europe to a
detente between the Stalinists

and the Common Market
capitalists.
Four-power talks on the

future of Berlin are also in
progress and there are strong
rumours that the Soviet Union
may be preparing to make
concessions over W Berlin in
order to speed agreement.

DISQUIET

These developments have
led to disquiet in the E Ger-
man Stalinist leadership.

Veteran Stalinist Walter
Ulbricht recently stated that
the four powers should con-
fine themselves to putting into
practice the Potsdam agree-
ment.

‘There can be no other pan-
German interests of the great
powers,” he said.

Ulbricht is sticking to his
original demand that any
settlement of the German
question must involve full
recognition of the sovereignty
of E Germany.

He appears afraid that the
Russians will reach an agree-
ment with the capitalist
powers behind his back.

The Soviet treaty with W
Germany, signed in Moscow
during August, is in abeyance
until agreement is reached
over Berlin.

RELATIONS

The Soviet bureaucracy
hopes that the agreement will
open up much closer trading
relations with the big German
monopolists and aid the
Stalinist regime to overcome
some of its pressing economic
difficulties.

‘Normalization’ in Europe is
now an urgent requirement
for the Stalinist bureaucracy,
which is growing more and
more worried at the militant
struggles of the European
working class.

The ultimate purpose of all
these agreements is to find a
way of jointly policing Europe
between the Stalinist and
capitalist rulers.

Shal_(;; _
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cellor Barber’s cuts, tempered
by Trade and Industry Min-
ister Davies’ speed-up .threats
and determined to take no
nonsense from the wunion
leaders.

In the S WALES coalfield,
14,761 miners were on strike
yesterday at 22 out of 52 pits
—12 in the W Wales anthra-
‘cite area and ten in E Wales.

Other collieries are expected
to join after pithead meetings
today and tomorrow.

It is now virtuallv certain
that tomorrow’s recalled dele-
gate conference at Porthcawl
will be forced to endorse a
coalfield strike from next
Monday.

In YORKSHIRE, 1,500
miners at Kellington colliery
—one of the NCB’s highly-
mechanized great hopes—
joined the 20,000 already on
unofficial strike at 21 pits.

Pickets are now expected to
try and spread the strike out
of the militant Doncaster-
panel area in which it is at
present concertrated.

All but two of the six strik-
ing pits in SCOTLAND had
resumed work by yesterday in
response ‘to last Wednesday’s
delegate-conference decision.

Two pits—employing 640
miners — remained stopped,
and others are now expected
to re-join them after hearing
the news from Yorkshire and
S Wales.

400 to
lose signal
box jobs

MORE THAN 400 railwaymen
may loose their jobs in Scot-
land and the North as a
result of the resignalling of
the Carlisle to Glasgow line.
A £5,100,000 contract was
signed in Glasgow yesterday
under which 97 of the signal
boxes will be scrapped by 1974
and the line controlled by
three at Glasgow, Motherweil
and Carlisle.

The re-organization is part
of a £55 million Crewe to
Glasgow electrification scheme
announced by British Rail in
February.
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