today

THE GRIM

Canada, where overnight
emergency powers
clamped the working class
in an iron ring of repressive
Jlaws, and a stroke of the
pen has sufficed to do away
with basic democratic
rights, must not be allowed
to obscure what is happen-
ing under our very noses in
Britain.

When the Tories agitated for
‘law and order’ during their
election  campaign, they
were not making idle
threats. This was not in the
least an election gimmick.

Nor is it just a question of
getting more laws on the
statute book to hit out at
the working class.

Over the past few years, and
especially since they took
office, the Tories and their
friends in the judiciary have
been quietly and systematic-
ally testing out the colossal
armoury of legal repression
at their disposal.

Like the Army, the police
force and the Civil Service,
the law is part of the
machinery for the protec-
tion of property and the
power of the ruling class.

In Britain more than any-
where else in the world, the
law embodies the centuries-
long experience of the ruling
class in its struggles with
the working class.

With its divisions of Common
Law, Statute Law and Case
Law, its ability to call on
precedents established in
the distant past, and yet
allow judges to constantly
make new law, the British
ruling class has an enorm-
ously flexible instrument of
class rule at its disposal.

When Lord Justice Sachs
described the law as ‘a
living thing moving with the
times and not a creature of
dead or moribund ways of
thought' he was expressing
all the confidence of the
British employers in their
legal system.

So filexible are the Tories’
legal weapons that a group
of conservative lawyers —
none of them noted for
their liberality -— recently
undertook a careful study
of the law relating to public
order and drew the con-
clusion that ‘the provisions
of the law . .. are generally
adequate in the field of
public order’.

They went on to list more than
50 offences with penalties
ranging from fines to life
imprisonment that could be
used against demonstrators.

The Garden House case in
Cambridge provides a
glaring example of the possi-
bilities open to the ruling
class under the law.

Here six students were jailed
for up to 18 months and
two sent to Borstal on
charges of wunlawful
assembly and riotous
assembly.

These are Common Law
offences, and there is no
statutory limit on the sen-
tences that can be passed.
They are also so broadly
defined as to cover almost
every type of demonstration.

An unlawful assembly is an
assembly of three or more
persons ‘with intent to
carry out any common pur-
pose, lawful or unlawful, in
such a manner as to give
firm and courageous persons
in the neighbourhood . . .
reasonable grounds to
apprehend a breach of the
peace in consequence of it’.

This is broad enough to cover
just about any demonstra-
tion or even poster parade.

Other offences in the armoury
include sedition—used twice
this century to send John

McLean to prison, twice
against Communist Party
leader Harry Pollitt, once
against Tom Mann and
against other prominent
leaders in the labour move-
ment.

One legal authority says that
‘it still seems to be faw that
it is sedition to publish any
matter tending to possess
the people of an ill opinion
of the government’.

Sedition, like other Common
Law offences carries an
indefinite penalty.

Add to these laws the sweep-
ing powers of suspending
habeus corpus in the Emer-
gency Powers Act, the
powers of  conscription,
requisitioning and the like,
which can be activated
merely by Order in Council,
and it is clear that the
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The trade unions must take

BY A
POLITICAL
CORRESPONDENT
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before every active trade unionist.

Stalinists cover-

TUC inaction
COMMUNIST PARTY opposition to the all-out
mobilization of the trade union movement

against the anti-union laws was brought right
into the open at Tuesday night’s Edinburgh

Trades Council meeting.

The Trades Council execu-

tive—predominantly CP mem-
bers — attacked ‘a resolution
from the city's ASTMS branch
which defended. the right of
workers to withdraw labour
whatever the circumstances,
pledged support to the sacked
Pilkington glassworkers and
called on the Scottish TUC to
organize a one-day strike
against the anti-union laws.
" This resolution, it was
alleged, was ‘bulky’ and the
call for strike action was
‘jumping the gun’ because the
need  for an agitational pro-
gramme had not been
emphasized.

There can be no illusions
about such allegations. They
are consciously designed to
head off and prevent the
pitting of the great strength
of the trade unions into a
showdown with the Tories.

Confirmed

This is confirmed by what
occurred over the Trades
Council’s own motion on the
same subject.

This called for the Scottish
TUC General Council to
organize an education cam-
paign and regional conferences
on the Industrial Relations
Bill and to organize—in con-
sultation with affiliated
organizations — a mass lobby
of parliament on the appro-
priate date and for a national
stoppage on that day.

Challenged

Challenged over the mean-
ing of ‘the appropriate date’ it
was said that this could either
be the day on which the Bill
was being read in parliament
or the day on which it was
passed!

This is in line with CP
pessimism about the ability
and willingness of the working
class to fight the Tories.

@ The Croydon No. 6 AEF
branch has called on the
labour movement to reject the
TUC’s ‘no action now’ policy
on the Tories’ anti-union laws
and to organize a national
strike te force the Tories to
resign. :

YOUNG SOCIALIST
STUDENT SOCIETY
MEETING

Thursday, October 22,
6 p.m.

IMPERIAL COLLEGE
Room 664
Mechanical Engineering

“The Arab Revolution’
B R R e O RG> L S 5

Kenya Asian |

girl's stay
limited

By Gary Gurmeet

THE NEWLY formed Immi-
gration Appeal Tribunal yes-
terday refused Miss Shaheen
Lakdawalla, a Kenya Asian,
permission to stay in Britain
indefinitely.

‘In legal terms they have
always said it’, commented
Miss Lakdawalla. ‘There is
no future for me if 1 go
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£1200 Fund
10 davs
1o raise
£7313s 10d

AN ALL-OUT drive must now
be made to change the posi-
tion of the fund. At the
moment we have £518 16s 2d.
This leaves-£731 3s 10d to
raise in ten days.

We cannot afford to sit
back. The Tories are going
into action determined to cut
wages, enforce anti-union laws
and make hundreds of
thousands unemployed.

The Workers Press is our
most powerful voice to
mobilize trade unionists every=~
where in a massive fight to
defeat this Tory government.

Leave no stone unturned.
Step up the campaign for the
October fund immediately.
Post all donations to:

Wotkers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.

RHITHTRN U R

There are approximately ten
organized by
unions affiliated to the Trades
Union Congress and these cover
" all the “vital"services affecting life

million workers

in Britain today.

Together they constitute the most poten-
tially powerful force within the working-class

movement.

It is this force which the Tory government
wants to break in order to cut the workers'

standard cf living.

That is the reason for the anti-union laws
and government plans to defeat the council
workers. The Tories are going all out to
organize the most reactionary forces against

the unions.

The right wing and fake left trade union
bureaucrats are the main prop of the Tory
Party within the labour movement. By re-
fusing to fight the government they are
disarming the rank and file which is now
face to face with its most bitter class enemy.

Dangerous

However, it would be the most dangerous
of all mistakes to abandon the struggle
bureaucracy by turning ex-
clusively in a one-sided way towards forms of

against this

militant action in the ranks.

This can only be effective provided it
aims to bring the unions into action as a

whole.

All militant activity must therefore be
directed towards forcing the trade union
leaders to act against the government’s laws.

Syndicalists, professional rank and file-ists
and Stalinists will denounce this policy as a
waste of time. In practice such revisionist
trends always serve to divert the working
class away from the main issues, and by their
cover for the

abstention provide a left

bureaucracy.

The trade union bureaucracy itself occu-
pies a middle-of-the-road position between
the capitalist class and the working class.

Although it is an agency of
the capitalist class, it rests on
the working class which can
force it to act in times of real
danger. g

This does not mean that
the bureaucracy will change
for the better under such
pressure. The more workers
fight to make it act on their
behalf, the more they will ex-
pose it as an agency of capital
in: the struggle.

Their political experience
will be sharpened and this,
in turn, will facilitate the
replacement of the bureau-
crats by militant leaders
from the ranks who will
reflect the real desires of
the trade union members.
The most important lesson

which emerges from the
struggle against dictatorship
in the years before the Second
World War was contained in
the Leninist theory of the
Unitéd Front.

Theme

The theme was unity in
action, which mobilized the
mass organization against the
common enemy.

This required a form of
unity which brought together
the ranks and the leadership
of the workers’ organizations
to defend workers’ democratic
rights against the capitalists’
threat to take them away.

The Stalinists in those days
adopted the ultra-left policy
of the United Front ‘from be-
low" which, in practice, separ-
ated the militants from the
broad mass of uncommitted
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national

TUC’s Feather speaking yesterday

THE LIFE-and-death
for workers in the rapid growth of
multi-national combines only occasion-
ally broke to the surface at yesterday's
TUC teach-in on the links between
international capital.

Delegates drew attention to inter-
national threat by the Ford combine
to close their plants in varicus coun-
tries when they were hit by disputes,
the attempts to transfer component
production when strikes threatened and
the sacking threat to sections of ex-
patriate workers in Europe.

The dominance of US capital was
emphasized and the dangers of factory
transfers to low wage areas to force
down rates where unions were strong.

But instead of a programme to rouse
internationally
schemes, TUC general secretary Victor
Feather merely posed nine ‘stages of
trade union co-operation’.

These would include ‘collection of
information’, ‘consultation with inter~
managements’
national synchronization” of pay claims.

United action
against
the Tori

THE MOBILIZATION of the trade unions to
fight the Tory government is now the key issue

issues involved

against these

and ‘inter-

- will

French-Canadians
bear brunt of
economic Crisis

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

BEHIND the kidnap crisis in
Canada and the assumption of
dictatorial powers by premier
Trudeau is a mounting eco-
nomic crisis which presses
down with most force on the
oppressed French - Canadian
workers.

Latest figures show steeply-
rising unemployment, with
ovér half a million workers—
6.7 per cent of the labour
force—out of work.

Highest unemployment is in
basic industry and agriculture,
with many of the jobs in trade
union shops.

Over the past few months,
Trudeau has imposed a 6 per
cent wage norm, despite the
very rapid price increases and
attempts to impose new anti-
union laws.

The trade union leaders in
the Canadian Labor Congress
and the social-democrats and
revisionists of the New Demo-
cratic Party have done noth-
ing to organize the working
class against these measures.

The NDP has been pressing
for a-Canadian Development
Fund to take US-owned in-
dustry and place it in the

hands of Canadian banks.

This purely reformist de-
mand disarmed the working
class while Trudeau was pre-
paring present measures.

The French-Canadian wor-
kers are hit worst of all by
these developments.

Montreal has some of the
worst slums in the N Ameri-
can continent, where poverty,
terrible housing and hopeless-
ness reign under the super-
vision of the Catholic Church.

Paul Vallieres, imprisoned
leader of the Quebec Libera-
tion Front, has described the
conditions there in his book
‘Negres Blancs D’Amerique’
(White Negroes of America)
for which he now faces trial
on sedition charges.

Bank rate cut

THE BELGIAN bank rate was
cut from 7% per cent to 7 per
cent yesterday, bringing it in
line once again with the
French bank rate, which was
cut by a similar amount on
Tuesday.

The daily paper
that leads the

fight against the

- Tory government

_ PRICE 6d.

Troops still at the ready as

Council unions
reject latest
wage offer

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

AS SEVEN more councils agreed to pay their manual workers the
full increase, union leaders in London yesterday rejected the 38s
rise, but made fresh appeals to employers for a new offer.

The authorities who
agreed to meet the
demands in full were —
Kidsgrove, Newcastle-
under-Lyme, Bedworth,
Cleethorpes, Falmouth,
Ruthin in Wales and
Skelmersdale.

This brings the total num-
ber of authorities who have
conceded to the claim to 14.

The pollution operations
room at the new Ministry of
Environment was on 24-
hour alert yesterday ready
for distress calls from local
authorities. .

But a spokesman denied
reports that they were
taking river samples or that
they would act without
requests from councils.

REPORTS

This'is despite newspaper
reports yesterday claiming
that the Home Secretary
would necessarily wait for
local authorities to appeal to
the government before send-

ing in troops to prevent.

pollution. .

As yet no local authority
has asked for help and
Reading corporation has
expressed puzzlement at the
government
that troops may have to be
used in the next few days
to prevent contamination of
the Thames.

They pointed out that this
harden the Iocal
strikers’ attitude and made
it clear that there is as yet
no real pollution threat to
the river.

At Swindon too it was
thought that the threat of
military intervention may
jeopardize peace talks held
in the borough today.

Later the Swindon coun-
cil’s policy and finance com-
mittee held a special
meeting to discuss health
hazards.

A Home Office statement
late on Tuesday night stated
that it was the govern-
ment’s responsibility to en-
sure a danger to public
health did not arise.

ON CALL

. . in view of the pos-
sible danger to public health
and the need for a margin
of safety, the government
considers it their duty as a
precaution to make military
personnel available on call
to sewage authorities at any
time when it is necessary to
meet a threat to public
health,’ it said.

There appeared to be
some confusion in Whitehall
vesterday as to the precise
legal framework in which
such a mobilization would
take place.

A Home Office spokesman
said that first a local
authority would ask the
government for help, they
would then discuss the pro-
cedure to be adopted. The
mobilization itself was a
matter for the Ministry of
Defence.

The government has a
number of acts on statute
that it could invoke to meet

the emergency, with or
without calls from local
authorities.

Not least of these is the
Emergency Powers Act of
1920 passed to meet the
explosive situation develop-
ing in the Brifish working
class after the First World
War—expressed primarily in
the famous Triple Alliance
made between miners,
transport workers and rail-
waymen.

Only an Order of Council

would be needed to activate

the Act’s clauses. This
could be done with great
rapidity, as the recent
Canadian example shows.

In addition the govern-
ment could invoke one of a
battery of Acts to prevent
disaffection or attempts at
disaffection in the armed
forces.

One of the most recent
of these is the Incitement to
Disaffection Act of 1934
passed as a result of the
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DUSTMEN in WESTMIN-
STER came out yesterday and
Buckingham Palace and White-
hall inclunding No 10 may
soon have a rubbish problem.
The Houses of Parliament are
also affected.

The strike was escalated in
the WEST COUNTRY yester-
‘day and in YORKSHIRE
workers in the North and East
Ridings may be brought out
before the end of the week.

BRISTOL housewives with

their children Iobbied the
city’s education committee
yesterday demanding  the

Corporation pay up and meet
their manual workers’ claim
in full.

The strike has closed nearly

the polytechnic,

Transport and General
Workers’ stewards have de-
cided to call all their members

all Bristol’'s 220 schools and

pickets
out as rubbish

mounts

working for COVENTRY
council out for a token stop-
page (OmMoOrrow.

At a mass meeting in
OXFORD men voted to stay
out on strike. Mal Lewis, a
dustman, said: 5

‘This is not just a fight
over wages, we are fighting
for our rights. My father

‘fought for the rights of trade

unions as a miner in Wales
and went to jail and we are
prepared to do the same.’
@® Following the lead of
Swindon engineers Croydon
No 6 AEF branch has backed
the councilmen’s fight by call-
ing on the district committee
to organize a one-day strike
in their support in the area’s
factories and workplaces.

Bernadette
‘resting’

MID-ULSTER MP Miss
Bernadette Devlin was re-
leased from Armagh jail early
vesterday morning and,
according to’ her Maghera
constituency office, has left
for a few days’ holidays.

She had been in prison
since June 26 after losing an
appeal against a six-month
sentence for her part in the
Derry disturbances.

Her first engagement will
be to address a rally in
Carrickmore in her constitu-
ency on Saturday night.

Panagoulis
in a tomb’

ALEXANDROS PANAGQOU-
LIS, 32-year-old Greek soldier
sentenced to death two years
ago for his part in a plot to
kill premier George Papado-
poulos, is slowly dying in his
cell which resembles a tomb,
his mother said in Athens
yesterday.

In a letter to foreign news
agencies, Mrs Athina Panagou-
lis appealed to them to in-
form world public opinion and
heads of states who support
the present Greek regime of
the ‘true conditions’ under
which her son is living in
prison.

Saturday
guest speaker

JOHN McGRATH

(Author of two highly-praised
films ‘The Reckoning’ and
‘The Bofors Gun')

Politics and the
Commercial Cinema

2.30 p.m.

YOUNG SOCIALISTS'

WEEKEND SCHOOL

OCTOBER 24 & 25

WINTER GARDENS, MARGATE

Sunday 7
CLIFF SLAUGHTER

(Central Committee member
of the Socialist Labour League)
How to defeat the Tories and
their+ attacks against the
working class

9.30 a.m.

Saturday evening at 8 p.m.
DISCOTHEQUE
Cliftonville Hall, St Pauls Rd

Cost of the weekend is £2 which includes school, return
fare, bed and breakfast and discotheque. Details from
John Simmance, 186a Clapham High St, London, SW4,
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THE GRIM example
Canada, where overnight
emergency powers
clamped the working class
in an iron ring of repressive
laws, and a stroke of the
pen has sufficed to do away
with basic democratic
rights, must not be allowed
to obscure what is happen-
ing under our very noses in
Britain.

When the Tories agitated for
‘law and order’ during their
election campaign, they
were not making idle
threats. This was not in the
least an election gimmick.

Nor is it just a question of
getting more laws on the
statute book to hit out at
the working class.

Over the past few years, and
especially since they took
office, the Tories and their
friends in the judiciary have
been quietly and systematic-
ally testing out the colossal
armoury of legal repression
at their disposal.

Like the Army, the police
force and the Civil Service,
the law is part of the
machinery for the protec-
tion of property and the
power of the ruling class.

In Britain more than any-
where else in the world, the
law embodies the centuries-
long experience of the ruling
class in its struggles with
the working class.

With its divisions of Common
Law, Statute Law and ‘Case
Law, its ability to call on
precedents established in
the ‘distant past, and yet
allow judges to constantly
make new law, the British
ruling class has an enorm-
ously flexible instrument of
class rule at its disposal.

When Lord Justice Sachs
described the law as ‘a
living thing moving with the
times and not a creature of
dead or moribund ways of
thought’ he was expressing
all the confidence of the
British employers in their
legal system.

So flexible are the Tories’
legal weapons that a group
of conservative lawyers —
none of them noted for
their liberality — recently
undertook a careful study
of the law relating to public
order and drew the con-
clusion that ‘the provisions
of the law . . . are generally
adequate in the field of
public order’.

They went on to list more than
50 offences with penalties
ranging from fines to life
imprisonment that could be
used against demonstrators.

The Garden House case in
Cambridge provides a
glaring example of the possi-
bilities open to the ruling
class under the law.

Here six students were jailed
for up to 18 months and
two sent to Borstal on
charges of wunlawful
assembly and
assembly.

These are Common Law
offences, and there is no
statutory limit on the sen-
tences that can be passed.
They are also so broadly
defined as to cover almost
every type of demonstration.

An unlawful assembly is an
assembly of three or more
persons ‘with intent to
carry out any common pur-
pose, lawful or unlawful, in
such a manner as to give
firm and courageous persons
in the neighbourhood . . .
reasonable grounds to
apprehend a breach of the
peace in consequence of it’.

This is broad enough to cover
just about any demonstra-
tion or even poster parade.

Other offences in the armoury
include sedition—used twice
this century to send John

McLean to prison, twice
against Communist Party
leader Harry Pollitt, once
against Tom Mann and
against other prominent
leaders in the labour move-
ment.

One legal authority says that
‘it still seems to be law that
it is sedition to publish any
matter tending to possess
the people of an ill opinion
of the government’.

Sedition, like other Common
Law offences carries an
indefinite penalty.

Add to these laws the sweep-
ing powers of suspending
habeus corpus in the Emer-
gency Powers Act, the
powers of conscription,
requisitioning and the like,
which can be activated
merely by Order in Council,
and it is clear that the
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The trade unions must take

BY A
POLITICAL
CORRESPONDEN

The Trades Council execu-

tive—predominantly CP mem-
bers — attacked a resolution
from the city’s ASTMS branch
which defended. the right of
workers to withdraw labour
whatever the circumstances,
pledged support to the sacked
Pilkington glassworkers and
called on the Scottish TUC to
organize a one-day strike
against the anti-union laws.
" This resolution, it was
alleged, was ‘bulky’ and the
call for strike action was
‘jumping the gun’ because the
need . for an agitational pro-
gramme had not been
emphasized.

There can be no illusions
about such allegations. They
are consciously designed to
head off and prevent the
pitting of the great strength
of the trade unions into a
showdown with the Tories.

Confirmed

This is confirmed by what
occurred over the Trades
Council’s own motion on the
same subject.

This called for the Scottish
TUC General Council to
organize an education cam-
paign and regional conferences
on the Industrial Relations
Bill and to organize—in con-
sultation with affiliated
organizations — a mass lobby
of parliament on the appro-
priate date and for a national
stoppage on that day.

Challenged

Challenged over the mean-
ing of ‘the appropriate date’ it
was said that this could either
be the day on which the Bill
was being read in parliament
or the day on which it was
passed!

This is in line with CP
pessimism about the ability
and willingness of the working
class to fight the Tories.

@ The Croydon No. 6 AEF
branch has called on the
labour movement to rgject the
TUC’s ‘no action now’ policy
on the Tories’ anti-union laws
and to organize a national
strike te force the Tories to
resign. :

YOUNG SOCIALIST
STUDENT SOCIETY
MEETING

Thursday, October 22,
6 p.m.

IMPERIAL COLLEGE

Room 664
Mechanical Engineering

‘The Arab Revolution’
L}

the Tori

" all the Vita

Kenya Asian |

girl’s stay
limited

By Gary Gurmeet

THE NEWLY formed Immi-
gration Appeal Tribunal yes-
terday refused Miss Shaheen
Lakdawalla, a Kenya Asian,
permission to stay in Britain
indefinitely.

‘In legal terms they have
always said it’, commented
Miss Lakdawalla. ‘There is
no future for me if I go
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£1200 Fund -
10 davs
- loraise
£131 3s 10d

AN ALL-OUT drive must now
be made to change the posi-
tion of the fund. At the
moment we have £518 16s 2d.
This leaves - £731 3s 10d to
raise in ten days.

We cannot afford to sit
back. The Tories are going
into action determined to cut
wages, enforce anti-union laws
and make hundreds of
thousands unemployed.

The Workers Press is our
most powerful voice to
mobilize trade unionists every=
where in a massive fight to
defeat this Tory government.

Leave no stone unturned.
Step up the campaign for the
October fund immediately.
Post all donations to:

Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.

Ry
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There are approximately ten
organized by
unions affiliated to the Trades
Union Congress and these cover
I"sErvices affecting life

million workers

in Britain today.

Together they constitute the most poten-
tially powerful force within the working-class

movement.

It is this force which the Tory government
wants to break in order to cut the workers’

standard cf living.

That is the reason for the anti-union laws
and government plans to defeat the council
workers. The Tories are going all out to
organize the most reactionary forces against

the unions.

The right wing and fake left trade union
bureaucrats are the main prop of the Tory
Party within the labour movement. By re-
fusing to fight the government they are
disarming the rank and file which is now
face to face with its most bitter class enemy.

Dangerous

However, it would be the most dangerous
of all mistakes to abandon the struggle
against this bureaucracy by turning ex-
clusively in a one-sided way towards forms of

militant action in the ranks.

This can only be effective provided it
aims to bring the unions into action as a

whole.

All militant activity must therefore he
directed towards forcing the trade union
leaders to act against the government’s laws.

Syndicalists, professional rank and file-ists
and Stalinists will denounce this policy as a
waste of time. In practice such revisionist
trends always serve to divert the working
class away from the main issues, and by their
left cover for the

abstention provide a
bureaucracy.

The trade union bureaucracy itself occu-
pies a middle-of-the-road position between
the capitalist class and the working class.

Although it is an agency of
the capitalist class, it rests on
the working class which can
force it to act in times of real
danger. :

This does not mean that
the bureaucracy will change
for the better under such
pressure. The more workers
fight to make it act on their
behalf, the more they will ex-
pose it as an agency of capital
in: the struggle.

Their political experience
will be sharpened and this,
in turn, will facilitate the
replacement of the bureau-
crats by militant leaders
from the ranks who will
reflect the real desires of
the trade union members.
The most important lesson

which emerges from the
struggle against dictatorship
in the years before the Second
World War was contained in
the Leninist theory of the
United Front.

Theme

The theme was unity in
action, which mobilized the
mass organization against the
common enemy.

This required a form of
unity which brought together
the ranks and the leadership
of the workers’ organizations
to defend workers’ democratic
rights against the .capitalists’
threat to take .them away.

The Stalinists in those days
adopted the ultra-left policy
of the United Front ‘from be-
low’ which, in practice, separ-
ated the militants from the
broad mass of uncommitted
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national

TUC’s Feather speaking yesterday

THE LIFE-and-death
for workers in the rapid growth of
multi-national combines only océasion-
ally broke to the surface at yesterday’s
TUC teach-in on the links between
international capital.

Delegates drew attention to inter-
national threat by the Ford combine
to close their plants in varicus coun-
tries when they were hit by disputes,
the attempts to transfer component
production when strikes threatened and
the sacking threat to sections of -ex-
patriate workers in Europe.

The dominance of US capital was
emphasized and the dangers of factory
transfers to low wage areas to force
down rates where unions were strong.

But instead of a programme to rouse
internationally
schemes, TUC general secretary Victor
Feather merely posed nine ‘stages of
trade union co-operation’.

These would include °‘collection of
information’, ‘consultation with inter-
managements’,
national synchronization’ of pay claims.

A

United action

Sy

THE MOBILIZATION of the trade unions to

, fight the Tory government is now the key issue
before every active trade unionist.

, ® °
Stalinists cover-
[ c \ P 4 ® 4 ®
TUC inaction
COMMUNIST PARTY opposition to the all-out
mobilization of the trade union movement
against the anti-union laws was brought right

into the open at Tuesday night’s Edinburgh
Trades Council meeting.

issues involved

against these

and ‘inter-

- will

French-Canadians
bear brunt of
economic Crisis

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

BEHIND the kidnap crisis in
Canada and the assumption of
dictatorial powers by premier
Trudeau is a mounting eco-
nomic crisis which presses
down with most force on the
oppressed French - Canadian
workers.

Latest figures show steeply-
rising unemployment, with
over half a million workers—
6.7 per cent of the labour
force—out of work.

Highest unemployment is in
basic industry and agriculture,
with many of the jobs in trade
union shops.

Over the past few months,
Trudeau has imposed a 6 per
cent wage norm, déspite the
very rapid price increases and
attempts to impose new anti-
union laws,

The trade union leaders in
the Canadian Labor Congress
and the social-democrats and
revisionists of the New Demo-
cratic Party have done noth-
ing to organize the working
class against these measures.

The NDP has been pressing
for a Canadian Development
Fund to take US-owned in-
dustry and place it in the

hands of Canadian banks.

This purely reformist de-
mand disarmed the working
class while Trudeau was pre-
paring present measures.

The French-Canadian wor-
kers are hit worst of all by
these developments.

Montreal has some of the
worst slums in the N Ameri-
can continent, where poverty,
terrible housing and hopeless-
ness reign under the super-
vision of the Catholic Church.

Paul Vallieres, imprisoned
leader of the Quebec Libera-
tion Front, has described the
conditions there in his book
‘Neégres Blancs D’Amerique’
(White Negroes of America)
for which he now faces trial
on sedition charges.

Bank rate c,ut

THE BELGIAN bank rate was
cut from 7% per cent to 7 per
cent yesterday, bringing it in
line once again with the
French bank rate, which was
cut by a similar amount on
Tuesday.

The daly paper
 that leads

fight against the

- Tory government

PRICE 6d.

Troops still at the ready as

Council unions
reject latest
wage offer

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

AS SEVEN more councils agreed to pay their manual workers the
full increase, union leaders in London yesterday rejected the 38s
rise, but made fresh appeals to employers for a new offer.

The authorities who
agreed to meet the
demands in full were —
Kidsgrove, Newcastle-
under-Lyme, Bedworth,
Cleethorpes, Falmouth,
Ruthin in Wales and
Skelmersdale.

This brings the total num-
ber of authorities who have
conceded to the claim to 14.

The pollution operations
room at the new Ministry of
Environment was on 24-
hour alert yesterday ready
for distress calls from local
authorities. .

But a spokesman denied
reports that they were
taking river samples or that
they would act without
requests from councils.

REPORTS

This-is despite newspaper
reports yesterday claiming
that the Home Secretary
would necessarily wait for
local authorities to appeal to
the government before send-

ing in troops to prevent.

pollution. .

As yet no loéal authority
has asked for help and
Reading corporation has
expressed puzzlement at the
government
that troops may have to be
used in the next few days
to prevent contamination of
the Thames.

They pointed out that this
harden the local
strikers’ attitude and made
it clear that there is as yet
no real pollution threat to
the river.

At Swindon too it was
thought that the threat of
military intervention may
jeopardize peace talks held
in the borough today.

Later the Swindon coun-
cil’s policy and finance com-
mittee held a special
meeting to discuss health
hazards.

A Home Office statement
late on Tuesday night stated
that it was the govern-
ment’s responsibility to en-
sure a danger to public
health did not arise.

ON CALL

. . . in view of the pos-
sible danger to public health
and the need for a margin
of safety, the government
considers it their duty as a
precaution to make military
personnel available on call
to sewage authorities at any
time when it is necessary to
meet a threat to “public
health,’ it said.

There appeared to be
some confusion in Whitehall
yesterday as to the precise
legal framework in which
such a mobilization would
take place.

A Home Office spokesman
said that first a local
authority would ask the
government for help, they
would then discuss the pro-
cedure to be adopted. The
mobilization itself was a
matter for the Ministry of
Defence.

The government has a
number of acts on statute
t}l:at it could invoke to meet
the

le emergency, with or
without calls from local
authorities.

Not least of these is the
Emergency Powers Act of
1920 passed to meet the
explosive situation develop-
ing in the British 'working
class after the First World
War—expressed primarily in
the famous Triple Alliance
made between miners,
transport workers and rail-
waymen.

Only an Order of Council
would be needed to activate
the Act’s clauses. This
could be done with great
rapidity, as the recent
Canadian example shows.

In addition the govern-
ment could invoke one of a
battery of Acts to prevent
disaffection or attempts at
disaffection in the armed
forces.

One of the most recent
of these is the Incitement to
Disaffection Act of 1934
passed as a result of the
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DUSTMEN in WESTMIN-
STER came out yesterday and
Buckingham Palace and White-
hall including No 10 may
soon have a rubbish problem.
The Houses of Parliament are
also affected.

The strike was escalated in
the WEST COUNTRY yester-
day and in YORKSHIRE
workers in the North and East
Ridings may be brought out
before the end of the week.

BRISTOL housewives with

their children lobbied the
city’s education committee
yesterday demanding the

Corporation pay up and meet
their manual workers’ claim
in full.

The strike has closed nearly
all Bristol’s 220 schools and
the polytechnic. .

Transport and  General
Workers’ stewards have de-
cided to call all their members

——Palace pickets
out as rubbish

mounts

working for COVENTRY
council out for a token stop-
page tomorrow.

At a mass meeting in
OXFORD men voted to stay
out on strike. Mal Lewis, a
dustman, said: .

‘This is not just a fight
over wages, we are fighting
for our rights. My father
fought for the rights of trade
unions as a miner in Wales
and went to jail and we are
prepared to do the same.

@ Following: the lead of
Swindon engineers Croydon
No 6 AEF branch has backed
the councilmen’s fight by call-
ing on the district committee
to organize a one-day strike
in their support in the area’s
factories and workplaces.

Bernadette
‘resting’

MID-ULSTER MP Miss
Bernadette Devlin was re-
leased from Armagh jail early
yesterday morning and,
according to’ her Maghera
constituency office, has left
for a few days’ holidays.

She had been in prison
since June 26 after losing an
appeal against a six-month
sentence for her part in the
Derry disturbances.

Her first engagement will
be to address a rally in
Carrickmore in her constitu-
ency on Saturday night.

Panagoulis
in a tomb’

ALEXANDROS PANAGOU-
LIS, 32-year-old Greek soldier
sentenced to death two years
ago for his part in a plot to
kill premier George Papado-
poulos, is slowly dying in his
cell which resembles a tomb,
his mother said in Athens
yesterday.

* In a letter to foreign news
agencies, Mrs Athina Panagou-
lis appealed to them to in-
form world public opinion and
heads of states who support
the present Greek regime of
the ‘true conditions’ under
which her son is living in
prison.

WEEKEND

OCTOBER

WINTER GARDENS, MARGATE

Saturday
guest speaker

JOHN McGRATH

(Author of two highly-praised
films ‘The Reckoning’ and
‘The Bofors Gun’)

Politics and the
Commercial Cinema

2.30 p.m.

YOUNG SOCIALISTS®

SCHOOL
24 & 25

Sunday
CLIFF SLAUGHTER
(Central Committee member
of the Socialist Labour League)
How to defeat the Tories and

their: attacks against the
working class ‘
9.30 a.m.

Saturday evening at 8 p.m.
DISCOTHEQUE
Cliftonville Hall, St Pauls Rd

Cost of the weekend is £2 which includes school, return
fare, bed and breakfast and discotheque. Details from
John Simmance, 186a Clapham High St, London, SW4.
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BBC 1

9.38 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 1.00-1.25 p.m. Swyn y glec. 1.30 Watch

with mother. 1.45-1.53 News and weather. 2.05-2.25 Schools. 2.50-

4.10 Racing from Newbury. 4.20 Play school. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55

Blue Peter. 5.20 Scooby-doo. 5.44 Magic roundabout. 5.50 News and

weather.

6.00 NATIONWIDE. London.

6.45 THE DOCTORS.

7.05 TOP OF THE POPS.

7.45 BACHELOR FATHER. ‘The Peter Pan Syndrome’.

8.15 THE MORECAMBE AND WISE SHOW.

9.00 THE NINE O’CLOCK NEWS and weather.

9.20 PLAY FOR TODAY. ‘The Right l’tospectus'. By John Osborne.

With George Cole. A middie aged man returns to school.

10.35 24 HOURS.

11.20 CHILDREN GROWING UP. ‘Making Sense’.
11.45 Weather.

REGIONAL BBC

All regions as above except:

Midlands, E Anglia: 6.00-6.45 Nation-
wide, Midlands today. Look East,
weather. 11.47 News, weather.
North, NW, NE, Cumberland and
Westmorland: 6.00-6.45 Nationwide.
Look North, weather. 11.47 News,
weather.

Wales: 6.00 Wales today, weather.
Nationwide. 6.45-7.05 Heddiw. 7.45-

Scotland: 2.30-2.50 Around Scotland.
6.00-6.45 Reporting Scotland,
weather., Nationwide. 11.47 News,

weather.
N Ireland: 6.00-6.45 Scene around six,

weather. Nationwide. 11.47 News,
weather. .

SW, South, West: 6.00-6.45 Nation-
wide. Points West, South today.

Spotlight SW, weather. 11.47 News,
weather.

LOOK, STRANGER. ‘The Money-spinner in"the Back of the

8.15 Week in week out. 11.47
Weather.
BBC 2
11.00-11.20 a.m. PLAY SCHOOL.
7.00 p.m. KNOW HOW. ‘Is Sintering the Answer?’
7.30 NEWSROOM and weather.
8.00 FIRST ELEVEN.
8.15 THE MONEY PROGRAMME.
9.00
Qar’.

9.20

SHOW OF THE WEEK. The Johnny Cash ShHow. With guests

Ray Charles, Neil Diamond and Tammy Wynette.

10.05
character.

NEWS ON 2 and weather.
LATE NIGHT LINE-UP.

11.00
11.05

TV

HAMLET REVISITED. An exploration of Shakespeare’'s famous

11.00 a.m.-2.55 p.m. Schools. 3.50 Mad movies. 4.17 Origami. 4.30
Crossroads. 4.55 Flipper. 5.20 Magpie. 5.50 News.

TODAY.

LAUREL AND HARDY.
PEYTON PLACE.

ON THE HOUSE.

6.02
6.35
6.40
7.10
7.40

THURSDAY FILM: ‘The Frogmen’. With Richard Widmark, Dana

Andrews, Gary Merrill, Jeffrey Hunter and Robert Wagner. An

underwater

demolition team

in Second World War must

plant explosives at vital Japanese strategic points.

THIS WEEK.
NEWS AT TEN.
CINEMA.’

9.30
10.00
10.30
11.00

the eyes of five diplomats.

11.55 THE LAW ENFORCERS.

EDGE OF CONFLICT. A look at the United Nations through

REGIONAL 1TV

CHANNEL: 11.00-2.55 London, 4.00
Puffin’s birthday greetings. 4.10 Lon-
don. 4,25 Wendy and me. 4.55 SKippy.
5,20 London. 6.00 News, weather. 6.10
Cheaters. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Film:
‘Rope of Sand’. With Burt Lancaster.
9.00 London. 11.00 All our yesterdays.
11.25 News, weather.

WESTWARD: As Channel except:
3.58 News. 4.00 Gus Honeybun. 4.10
Origami, 6.00 Diary. 11.30 Faith for
life. 11.35 Weather.

SOUTHERN: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.00
Houseparty. 4.15 Ivor the engine. 4.30
London. 4.55 Forest rangers. 5.20 Lon-
don. 6.00 Day by day. 6.30 On the
house. 7.00 Film: ‘Valley of the
Kings’. With Robert Taylor and
Eleanor Parker. A young archaeologist
accompanies a beautiful woman and
her villainous husband to Egypt. 8.35
Department S. 9.30 London, 11.00
News. 11.10 Aquarius. 11.55 Weather.
Action 70.

HARLECH: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.18
Women today. 4.40 Hatty town. 4.55

Forest rangers. 5.20 London. 6.01
Report West. ~ 6.18 Report Wales.
6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Movie: ‘The

Running Man’. With Laurence Har-
vey, Lee Remick and Alan Bates. A
pilot fakes a glider accident and
disappears. 9.00 London. 10.30 Gallery.
11.00 Tales of Edgar Wallace. 12 mid-

night Weather.
HTV (West) colour channel 61 as
4.16-4.18, 6.18-6.35

above except:
Report west.

HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 and
HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except: 5.20-5.50
Dibyn-dobyn. 6.01-6.18 Y dydd.

ANGLIA: 10.58-2.55 London. 4.30
News. 4.40 Paulus. 4.50 Joe 90. 5.15
London. 6.00 About Anglia. 6.20

Arena. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Survival.
7.30 “The Adventures of Sherlock
Holmes’. With Basil Rathbone and
Nigel Bruce. A criminal intends to
commit the master crime of the
century. 9.00 London. 11.00 Prisoner.
11.55 Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 11.00-2.55 London.
3.49 Horoscope. 3.52 Women today,
4.10 Peyton Place. 4.40 Enchanted
house. 4.55 Fireball XL5. 5.15 Lon-
don. 6.00 ATV today. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 Movie: ‘Legend of the Lost’.
. With John Wayne, Sophia Loren and
Rossano Brazzi. Story of a quest
for treasure in the Sahara desert. 9.00
. 11.00 Untouchables, weather,
: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.30
Romper room. 4.50 News. 4.55 Joe
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90. 5.20 London. 6.00 UTV reports.
6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Cartoon. 7.05
Branded. 7.35 Name of the game. 9.00
London. 11.00 What’s it all about?
11.20 Aquarius.

YORKSHIRE: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.00
Houseparty. 4.15 London. 4.30 Mati-
nee. 4.55 Rainbow country. 5.20 Lon-
don. 6.00 Calendar, weather. 6.30
Saint. 7.25 °‘Relentiess’. With Robert
Young, Marguerite Chapman. A
young cowboy is wropgly accused of
murdering two old prospectors. 9.00
London. 11.00 Avengers. 11.55
Weather.

GRANADA: 11.00 London. 4.10 News,
Peyton Place. 4.40 Enchanted house.
4.55 Forest rangers. 5.15 London.
6.01 Six-o-one. 6.20 This is your right.
6.30 Saint. 7.30 Film: ‘Silent Dust’.
With Stephen Murray, Sally Gray,
Derek Farr and Nigel Patrick. Thril-
ler. 9.00 London. 11.00 Homicide.

TYNE TEES: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.10
News. 4.15 The Lone Ranger. 4.40
Hatty town. 4.55 Flipper. 5.20 Lon-
don.” 6.00 Today at _six. 6.30 Police
call. 6.35 Get Smart. 7.05 Love, Ameri-
can style. 8.00 Hawaii five-o. 9.00
London, 11.00 University challenge,
11.30 News. 11.45 Martyrs of England
and Wales.

BORDER: 1.38-2.55 London. 4.10
News. 4.15 Sailor of fortune. 4.40
Wind in the willows. 4.55 Forest
rangers. 5.15 London. 6.00 News,
Lookaround. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
Mr and Mrs., 7.45 ‘Omar Khayyam’.
With Cornel Wilde, Michael Rennie,
Debra Paget, John Derek and Ray-
mond Massey. Story set in 11th cen-
tury Persia. 9.30. London. 11.00 It
takes a thief. 11.55 News, weather.

SCOTTISH: 11.00-2.55 London. 3.40
Dateline. 3.50 Horoscope. 3.52 Women
today. 4.15 London. 4,55 Forest ran-
gers. 5.15 London. 6.00 Dateline. 6.30
High living. 7.00 Film: ‘Billy _the
Kid’. With Robert Taylor. 9.00 Lon-
don. 11.00 Singing for your supper.
11.30 Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 10.58-2.55 London. 3.52
Women today. 4.10 Cartoon. 4.20
Telephone game. 4.50 Floris. 5.15
London. 6,00 News, weather. 6.10 Win
a word with Lesley Blair. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Comedy: ‘The Naked
Truth’. With Terry-Thomas, Peter
Sellers, Peggy Mount and Shirley
Eaton. An ambitious publisher pro-
duces a scandal magazine to get rich.
8.30 Mating machine. 9.00 London,
11.00 Making whoopee.
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Fill in the form below and send to NATIONAL

186A CLAPHAM HIGH ST, LONDON, SW4.
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A labour exchange
In Sunderiand.

WITH great bitterness the
North East remembers the
terrible effects of the 1930s
depression.

Memories of the 1936
Jarrow Crusade to London, the
endless search for jobs, the
struggle to make ends meet on
the pittance doled out by the
Ministry of Labour, still live
with the older generation.

For the youth who never
went through it, this period
rests like a grim shadow, a
constant reminder of the
depths to which monopoly
capitalism will thrust the
working class to save itself
and its system.

Today under the Tory gov-
ernment such blurred images
from the 1930s are brought

_ sharply back into focus for

workers and their families in

the North East.
Unemployment now stands

at 63,139 in the northern

Costly land rveform’

in Egyp

after 1952

THE
reform laws of the Nasser-
Neguib government failed to
solve the land question to
such an extent that 'the
peasant struggles forced a
new law onto the statute
books.

This law, of 1961, reduced the
permissible maximum of land
holdings from the 1952 figure of
200 feddan (1 feddan=1 acre
approximately), to 100 feddan.

Once again massive compensa-
tion was paid to the landlords
whose lands were redistributed.
And once again the fellahin had
to pay with their cheap labour
and taxes for this compensation.

The 1961 law was followed by
another of 1962 in which foreign
landowners who were expro-
priated were compensated.

The total of the 1952, 1961
and. 1962 land reform laws,
when fully implemented under
the Plan of the Arab Socialist
Union—=-the only legal party in
Egypt—would be as follows:
That ultimately only one million
out of the six to seven million
feddan of cultivated land would
have been redistributed — i.e.
about 16 per cent of the land
area.

Ultimately 250,000 families, or
some eight per cent of the
fellahin, would benefit from the
land reform laws of 1952-1962.

The fact that the land was not
freely redistributed and that
peasant seizures were illegal,
restricted the reforms to one
sixth of the cultivated land area
and one twelfth of the fellahin.
Over 90 per cent of the fellahin
continued to suffer from absolute
or relative landlessness under the
‘radical’ agrarian reform laws of
Nasser's Arab or African
socialism.

This paralleled the failure of
the Ben Bella and later
Boumedienne regime in Algeria
to solve the same problem.

Both failures were due in the
first place to the tie up of the
ruling national bourgeoisie with
the imperialists who retained
their basic interest in the primary
industry nature of Egypt and
Algeria as semi-colonies.

In Egypt's case, in addition,
the national bourgeoisie had his-
torical ties, through the Misr
group, with the feudal land-
owners and the latter had
financial links, since the 19th
century, with British, French and
other imperialist powers.

Peasant poverty

Part of the poor peasantry of
Egypt is the wage-earning farm
labourer. The Arab Socialist
Union’s programme froze wages
at the equivalent of four shillings
a day for migrant, seasonal and
other semi-migrant farm workers.

At the same time the overall
economic plan continued to stress
cotton production, the traditional
imperialist crop, Agrarian Reform
Co-operatives, under state con-
trol, were set up in order to
rationalize this primary crop pro-
duction and thereby perpetuate
the cause for Egyptian poverty
and landlessness.

Over 1.5 million families

]

-

remain landless, 2.5 million own

less than one feddan, half the

minimum for basic subsistence.

The extent of Egypt’s financial
and commercial ties with the
West is reflected in its exports.
Only one per cent of these go to
Africa itself. The bulk are
primary production items des-
tined for the US and W Europe.

Mining, farming and the mono-
culture of cotton, which is the
largest, comprise over 50 per cent
of national production. The 1952
National Charter Declaration of
Nasser rejected industry as an
immediate target, thereby retain-
ing the economic structure im-
posed on the country by
imperialism.

The characteristic complement
of the imperialist concentration
on primary industry (mining and
farming) in the semi-colonies is
the starvation of industry.

As its immediate aim this has
the preservation of the existing
manufacturing industries inside
the imperialist countries, which
do not want to create competi-
tion for thémselves.

At the same time the creation
of urban manufacturers inside the
semi-colonies would result in an
increased urbanized working
class and imperialism has more
or less deliberately set its face
against this development.

There have been some excep-
tions to this, including Japanese
techniques of super-exploitation
in certain areas; and of industry
in Rhodesia and S Africa.

But the industrialization of S
Africa and Southern Rhodesia is
simply an expression of the fact

[ [cLass STRUGGLES N

that these states have not only
semi-colonial but also imperialist
features.

As Trotsky said of S Africa, in
the 1930s, for the Africans it
was a ‘slave colony’, but for the
‘whites’ it was a ‘dominion’.

‘White S Africa’ and Rhodesia’s
‘white community’ represent
simply and exactly overseas
extensions of the British Isles
themselves. Politically and econo-
mically they are imperialists
geographically inside the semi-
colonies, differing from Britain
only in that the latter is
separated from her semi-colonies
by oceans.

The apparent exceptions of S
Africa and Rhodesia thus prove

the rule. The only other rela- -

tively industrialized country in
Africa is Egypt. And even there,
despite the strength of its
national bourgeoisie relative to
that elsewhere in Africa, its
industrialization is slight.

In 1960 the share of the state
industries in production was 18
per cent and according to the
five-year plans was projected to
be below 50 per cent by 1970.

Ali Sabry, when Minister of
Presidential Affairs, once said
that nationalization itself ‘is not
for us a means of liquidating
property but of spreading it
wider’. That this did not mean a
greater ‘public’ interest in
nationalization, but a greater
‘public’ interest was shown in the
fact that the National ; Charter
itself stipulated that 75 per cent
of domestic commerce alone
should be in the private sector
and only 25 per cent in the state
sector.
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BRITAIN

A TROTSKYIST ANALYSIS
BY ROBERT BLACK
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New Park Publications

186A Clapham High St..
Price 24s post incl

N East school-leavers
wage fight against
unemployment

region with much of it con-
centrated on Tyneside.

The area is dominated by
heavy engineering of the
shipping industry.

But in a highly competitive
world market the out-of-date
machinery and inadequate
yards of the British. ship-
building industry must face a
production race in which the
far more modern facilities of
Japan and continental coun-
tries set the pace.

The employers
answer — speed-up,
exploitation and a
labour force.

This hits the youth particu-
larly hard. With no security of
training in the shipyards
(those who do get an appren-
ticeship are the lucky ones
from a very long list of school
leavers) for thousands of
youth there is only the dole
queue.

Every Friday morning from
9.30 to 12.00 first the boys
then the girls line up to receive
a miserable £2 16s.

In their last year at school
these young people were told
about their bright future with
a career and all the trimmings.

When they leave they find
that at least ten are chasing
just one job.

have an
intense
smaller

X

The corollary in such a
situation is that wages for the
youth are very low because the
employers arrogantly rely on a
pool of unemployed to choose
from.

Some of the girls in the long
dole queue in Sunderland told
us very forcefully what they
felt about the Tories’ wun-
employment policy and the
future for youth, when we
visited the town as part of our
national recruitment campaign.
Unemployment in this town
totals 5,752.

* Sixteen-year-old Liza said
she had been unemployed for
three and a half months. Her
friend Rosemary was on the
dole for five months.

Both complained of . the
treatment meted out to them
by petty officials at the youth
employment office.

‘They send you to a job but
in most cases ten girls have
already been  interviewed.
You’re just told there aren’t
any vacancies.’

*
Some of the girls had been

~ offered jpbs in Scotland, away

from their families and their
friends. ’

One had an interview for a
job in Durham—15 miles from
her home — in a technical
school as a cleaner. She was
offered £5 6s of which £2 18s
was for board and lodgings.
This would have left her with
less than she was getting on
the dole.

All were clear on one thing
— a future under Toryism
meant no future at all.

In their discussions with the
Young Socialists national
recruitment team they ex-
pressed the firm determination
that they weren’t going to have
the 1930s back.

Their feelings were shared
by many young people both
employed and unemployed who
became new members to the
Young Socialists during our
stay in the area.

Not for them the demora-
lization of a youth spent fruit-
lessly chasing job after job.

They wanted the kind of life
that scientific development,
computerization and automa-
tion could offer thousands of
workers, they said.

And they were joining the
Young Socialists to fight to
ensure that they and thousands
like them got it.

JOHN SPENCER

EXAMINES
THE EFFECTS
OF NOISE IN
INDUSTRY

‘NOISE POLLUTION’ is the
latest fashionable by-word,
with agitation against Jumbo
jets, airports and motorways
heading the list.

In the glamour of this new-
found catch-phrase, it is
generally forgotten that noise
pollution is nothing new, and
that in industries like textiles,
heavy engineering, shipbuilding
and nail-making, ‘noise pollu-
tion’ has been a reality for
many years.

Unlike a number of other
harmful pollutants—poisonous
chemicals, asbestos, carcino-
gens, etc.,, the worker has
virtually no legal protection
against noise.

Controls are, to all intents
and purposes, non-existent.
Yet the effects, while less
dramatic, can be as crippling
as exposure to  harmful
chemicals.

The effects of loud and con-
tinuous industrial noise are
not very dramatic in most
/cases.

In simple terms the sufferer
slowly but surely becomes deaf.

He or she may not notice
for some years that their
hearing is less acute. By the
time the deafness is noticed,
it may be so marked as to

prevent hearing of nérmal
conversation.
Over a working lifetime,

industrial noise can produce
almost complete deafness.

The reason why this hap-
pens is now fairly well under-
stood by scientists and doctors
who treat and study industrial
deafness.

*

It appears that constant
exposure of. the delicate ear
membranes to strong vibra-

tions and changes of pressure

thickens them and makes
them less sensitive, particularly
to the higher tones which play
an important part in speech,
and a key part in music.

Hearing ability is at its peak
in youth and deteriorates with
age, even under normal con-
ditions.

No doubt this ageing process
is connected with the exposure
which everyone undergoes at
one time or another to loud
noises, which have a cumula-
tive effect.

Deafness
at work

Noise is the worst part of working In this linen mill in Belfast.

In the case of workers in
very noisy jobs, this ageing
process is speeded up and the
ability to hear high tones dis-
appears very rapidly.

It is now possible to calcu-
late the degree of deafness
which will be caused by a
specific amount of loud noise.

*

It has even been said that
the loud music played in dis-
cotheques has a measurable
effect in causing hearing loss.
If this is the case for a few
hours’ exposure to loud pop
music there is little doubt that
working in a noisy job can be
very damaging indeed to
hearing.

The question of hearing loss
caused by exposure to loud
noise at work has been investi-
gated by a number of scientific
research teams.

But their findings have made
little impact on the situation
in the factories.

Most of their proposals boil
down to providing ear-mufflers
for people working under
these conditions.

But like many other safety
precautions this is, in fact,
quite inadequate. In many
jobs it is necessary to be able
to hear shouted instructions

over the noise and ear-mufflers
would lead to a deterioration
in safety.

Much of the research that
has been done comes from the
National Physical Laboratory
— a government laboratory
with a record of objective and
painstaking research in
industry.

This laboratory is now
threatened with the Tory axe.
The new Trade and Industry
supremo, John Davies, has
made it known that the gov-
ernment is to be ‘disengaged’
from industry — laboratories
like the National Physical
Laboratory will be cut to the
bone.

*

‘The government,” Davies
says, ‘should only be involved
in industrial research and
development if industry is
prepared to pay the govern-
ment to do it.’

In other words, the Tories
are going to break up the gov-
ernment laboratories and put
the damper on all industrial
research which is not directly
financed by industrial firms.

The current research into
hearing loss and industrial
deafness will undoubtedly
come very low on companies’
priorities if they have to pay
for research themselves.
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Depot

Struggling to survive on £13 a week

strike could
halt tubes

LONDON tube depot workers
meet next Monday to consider
striking each Monday over a
bonus dispute.

Motormen, shunters and guard
shunters from a dozen London
Transport tube depots want a
bonus scheme in line with that

already introduced for other
motormen and guards.
‘We are fed up with the

delay in settling our claim’ said
one of the men involved.

If the strikes go ahead the-
tube system could be brought
to a standstill as no trains
could be made up and put on

the main lines.

2z

PUBLICATION

A LARGE SELECTION OF MARXIST LITERATURE

Send a self-addressed envelope for a free booklist to:
186a Clapham High St, London, SW4.

Help the Young Socialists
make their

GRAND XMAS
BAZAARS

a great success

If you are able to sew, knit, paint and can make
goods for our bazaars. If you can give us jumble,
gifts, tins of grocery. Please contact Young So;ialis(s
Bazaars, 186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

THE BAZAARS ARE AT:

LONDON LEEDS
Saturday, November 28 Saturday, December 12

Plashet School Corn Exchange
(nr East Ham tube) Leeds
Doors open 12 noon Doors open 12 noon

PUBLIC LECTURES

~ Elements of
- Marxism

The importance of Marxist philosophy in the
building of the revolutionary party.

Lectures by
G. HEALY

(National Secretary of *he Socialist Labour League)

OXFORD
Thursday October 22
Thursday October 29
Thursday November 5

Northgate Hall

Oxford
8 p.m.

DAGENHAM

Monday October 26
Monday November 2

Kay’s Restaurant

271 Ilford Lane
Ilford. 8 p.m.

Three lectures by

M. BANDA

(Editor of Workers Press)
ACTON BLACKFRIARS'

Thursday October 29 Monday October 26
Thursday November 5 Monday November 2
Thursday November 12 Monday November 9

‘Kings Head’ Friars Hall
High Street Blackfriars Road
Acton. 8 p.m, SEL. 8 p.m.

Three lectures by
C. SLAUGHTER -

(Central Committee of Socialist Labour Leakue)

SHEFFIELD
Sunday November 1
Sunday November 15
Sunday November 22

Crooksmoor Vestry Hall
Crooksmoor Rd, Sheffield 6.

BIRMINGHAM
* Monday November 2
Monday November 9
Monday November 16

Digbeth Hall

Birmingham. 7.30 p.m. 7.30 p.m.
Two lectures by
LIVERPOOL G. HEALY

Wednesday November 4
Wednesday November 11
Wednesday November 25

Royal Institution, Colquitt St
(near Bold St). 7.45 p.m.

in Glasgow
Sunday October 25
Sunday November. 1

Partick Burgh Hall
(nr Mer;dgg)d St tube)

Farm pay award
means fight ahead

FARMWORKERS were yesterday considering their reply
to the Agricultural Wages Board’s contemptuous 16 - per -

cent offer of a £14 16s minimum wage for a 42-hour week.

Many of them were
rightly incensed by this
derisory answer to their

37-per-cent claim.

Britain’s 350,000 agricultural
workers are on the march; they
are tired of labouring long
hours on the land for pay that
no factory worker in the coun-
try would tolerate.

They are tired of the gruelling
hours of unpaid overtime, tired
of the stingy paternalism of many
farmers, tired of tied cottages
and the ever-present threat of
homelessness, tired of the hand-
outs and myths about life in the
country and tired of the near-
feudal relationship between mas-
ter and men.

They now want £18 for 40
hours — a modest claim which
they say they will strike for if
the National Farmers’ Union do
not pay.

They were on the streets of
London last year. In November,
2,000 men women and children
rallied at Trafalgar Square for
£16 and 40 hours.

Days later back in the country
districts they had to swallow
their anger and bitter disappoint-
ment when the union accepted a
paltry 15s bringing their rate to
its present level of £13 3s for
men and £9 17s for women,
both for 43 hours:

WARNING

Now they have warned their,
leaders in the National Union of

Agricultural and Allied Workers,
that any retreat on the Agricul-
tural Wages Board — whose
recommendations have statutory
power—will lead to withdrawal
of labour- and for the first time
for over 50 years Britain’s farms
may be without men and women
to bring in the produce.

But the Board, taking advant-
age of the farm union’s refusal
to lay concrete. plans for' strike
action, has come up with a mere
33s-a-week offer—plus a cut in
the working week of one hour.

Life on the farm in 1970 is
far from idyllic for women like
Mrs Jenny Young, wife of a
Warwickshire farm worker.

When she was working they
could manage, but now she has
brucellosis contracted, she thinks,
from drinking untreated milk.

‘It's no way to live really.
Since I gave up work we can’t
manage so well. I would say on
the wage we get we just about
exist. That means hardly ever
going out for enjoyment every-
thing goes on the kiddies and
food.

‘We would leave the land, but
you see we have a tied cottage
which we would probably loose
if Trevor gave up his farm job.
Some of the cottages are just
hovels, rural slums I would say.

‘On the money my husband
gets, the building societies just
laugh at you when you go for a
mortgage—we couldn’t afford the
interest on one anyway.’

John Pratt is an older farm
worker from Cherington, War-
wickshire. He told us of the near
feudal conditions that prevail on
some farms.

‘You often work long hours
overtime and get no pay. The
farmers are very casual about
this they just scribble out the
wage slip on a bit of paper it
takes you all your time to work
it out—tax and insurance are
all lumped together.

NO BONUS

‘This summer’s hay harvest
was one of the worst I waorked
on. I did up to 95 hours over-
time and they said they would
give me a bonus, but then they
forgot that when it came to pay
time. :

‘Often they pay you late, per-
haps three or four days after
the official pay day.’

These are typical of the con-
ditions that Britain’s 350,000 farm
labour force (180,000 of them
full time) must work under.

But NUAAW secretary Reg
Bottini’s ‘disappointment’ at the
size of thd Board's pay award and
its refusal to grant a 40-hour
week—‘we don’t think that this
is right'—is a far cry from the
militant calls for strike action
issued by farmworkers’ meetings
in Bedfordshire, Buckingham-
shire and Hertfordshire.

Many farm workers would like
to see an end to, the Wages
Board—composed of eight repre-
sentatives of the NUAAW, eight
representatives of the NFU and
five government appointees.

It can impose settlements
without the agreement of the
farm workers’ side.

Farm workers earn 3s 6d an
hour less than the average fac-
tory worker and 9,000 adult
farm workers take home less
than £13 for a 43-hour week.

If their latest claim is to see
the end of their role as the
cinderella of the working class,
however, it will clearly require
the most determined struggle not
only against the NFU and the
government-backed Wages Board
—but against their own union
leaders.

P

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

Kent miners taking part in the pit-head ballot.

~ MINERS' PRY GLAIM

. E

With the results of their strike ballot due
“tomorrow some miners talk to Workers Press

STAN SHANKS, Bilsthorpe Colliery (Notts) and ROW-
LAND BURTON, Ollerton Colliery (Notts):

JOE THIRLWELL, Thoresby
Colliery (Notts):

THIS FIGHT is for the lower-
paid worker mainly. If you're a
power-loading worker, it’s pos-
sible for you to be trapped or
maimed anytime.

If a man gets a physical dis-
ability he can be put on haulage
work or on the pit top and he
would want a reasonable stand-
ard of living.

Our whole point is that any
high-paid worker could be a

low-paid worker tomorrow
through injury.

he majority of low-paid
workers are where they are

because of disability.

If a man’s health means he
has to keep out of heat or dust,
he’s on these low-paid jobs.

A man starts on a low wage
and he works up to a better-paid
job. Then when he gets older,
injured or ill he’s back on low
pay again.

This is the only industry where
a man starts on a low wage and
finishes up on the same low wage
after 20 to 40 years’ service.

The offer of 50s now and
phasing the rest over two years
is no good. The simple reason
is the rate of the cost of living
is going up so fast, we will be
no better off.

The last thing anybody wants
is a strike, But if there is no
alternative, what must be must
be.

M. ALLEN, Thoresby Colliery (Notts):

I AM IN favour of the strike.
We are lower than the low now;
we will be even lower if we
don’t strike.

The government says workers
should produce more to earn
more, but nobody says how much
we have to produce nor how
much more they’ll give us for
producing it.

What can I say? It’s a strike
against the government and it’s,
about time we had one.

They are letting the prjces go
up in the shops and holding our
wages down. The union should

not settle for less than £5.

I was earning more 10 years
ago than I am now, and I'm
working harder for it today.

The 50s offer? Robens said
accept that, there’s no more, the
meeting’s closed. Well then,
all right, that’s it.

They have been openly black-
mailing the miners with the
threat of closures for years. Well,
if he shuts them, he shuts them,
it’s not going to bother us. He’s
trying to frighten the men,
especially those of 50 or over. It
won't work this time.

PADDY HANLEY, Thoresby Coliiery (No/ﬂs):

IF WE don’t stick to our guns
now, we might as well hang our
heads in shame.

Those who say we should
accept 50s don’t know what
they’re talking about. Heath is
going to charge us 5s to see the
doctor. He’ll have £3 a week off
us in rents, fares and prescrip-
tion charges.

The leaders want watching so
they don’t back down. All the
branch officials ‘went to Downing
St two years ago about closures.
They didn’t take the rank and
file down and the leaders did
nothing about closures.

But the Coal Board can’t
frighten us with the threat of
closures. It’s sink or swim now.
We should not accept less than
£5. Nothing whatsoever.

If they compromise now, the
union will be breaking itself
up. The rank and file have been
sick of the leaders for some
time. They’ll be even sicker if
there’s a sell-out now. If we
don’t win, the management will
be told to get the whip out.

At the present time some of
the older workers are. coming
off the face and still getting the
face rate even though they may
be doing light work,

If we are defeated, these men
will find that their wages will
drop to the minimum day wage.
They could drop £2 10s a day.

The ballot has been wrongly
worded. It should have said: ‘Do
you want £5 a week rise, Yes or
No’. Then those who say ‘Yes’
are for the strike.

IF WE LOSE this, we might as
well jack up—we would be
giving in to the NCB. We’ve got
to go with the strike, especially
for the lower-paid men.

Robens is trying to bribe us
with the offer of 50s. That offer
is an insult and in my opinion
we have bowed down to them
long enough.

I'm prepared to sti(cz it out
for the full '£5 — nothing less.
We'll stick it out to the finish.

I'm not a political man, but
I think the time has‘come to
stand out now.

FRANK SCULLION, Thores-
by Colliery (Notts):

CONDITIONS in the pits are
bad. Dust conditions are getting
no better, especially with the new
machines that are being pressed
into the collieries.

Also, today they can send you
to the shift bottom to seek
materials (under the Power-
Loading Agreement). This is no
benefit to the lads in the pit.

The wages in the pit now are
an insult, especially to the
lower-paid workers. There are
men on contract work who hawve
lost as much as £5 a week,
because the Power-Loading
Agreement finished payments for
contract work. The conditions
under PLA don’t make up for
the dangers to health from the
dust.

Robens’ television interview
_was nothing new. He was asked
about his own rise, and said
the miners buy things at the
same prices as him. Why should
Robens get his huge rise? He's
not working in the dust.

S —

ADVANGE
NOTIGE

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1971.

ALEXANDRA
PALACE

Wood Green
London, N22

11 am.

Young Socialists and
All Trades Unions Alliance

GREAT NATIONAL
RALLY AGAINST
TORYISM

BOOK THIS DATE NOW !

FRANCE

Unions try
to split
aircraft

pay strike

BY DAVID BARNES

THE STRUGGLE by the 43,000 workers of France's
state aerospace industry (SNIAS) for a new wage
contract is threatened by the two main unions’

splitting tactics.

Presitent who
gave Trotsky
asylum dies

in Mexico

GENERAL Lazaro Cardenas who
died in Mexico City this week,
aged 75, was the Mexican
president who gave asylum to
Leon Trotsky in 1937.

General Cardenas was one of
the leading generals of the
Mexican revolution from 1910
to 1920 and was elected president
in 1934,

His land reform policies won
wide support among the
peasantry, though Cardenas him-
self occupied a Bonapartist
position, balancing politically be-
tween the peasantry and workers
and the great oil interests.

When Trotsky and his wife

were ordered out of Norway in .

1937 the Mexican painter Diego
Riveira interceded with Cardenas
and asked him to give Trotsky
asylum.

Pressure

Cardenas agreed, despite the .

intense Stalinist diplomatic black~
mail and pressure against this
decision.

He declared that he had not
only granted Trotsky asylum,
but had invited him to be the
government’s guest,

Right up to Trotsky’s assassin-

ation on August 20, 1940,
Cardenas was faithful to his
pledge.

His only condition was that
Trotsky should not interfere in
Mexico’s internal affairs, a con-
dition to which Trotsky adhered
scrupulously.

Despite a virulent Stalinist
campaign inside and outside
Mexico against his actions in
harbouring Trotsky, Cardenas de-
fended his right to speak out
against the Stalinist slanderers.

Cardenas was not a revolu-
tionary, despite his offer of
asylum to Trotsky. But by stand-
ing up to the Stalinist slander
campaign during those bleak
years of reaction, he did an
important seryice to the develop-
ment of the Fourth International.

Faced with widespread un-
official stoppages in plants
throughout France, SNIAS
President Ziegler finally offered
a national contract which gave
only derisory wage increases and
included anti-strike clauses.

Socialist ‘Force Ouvriere’ union
leaders have now called on their
members to decide either to
accept the contract outright or
go on immediate indefinite strike.

In their hands, this is clearly
a manoeuvre to get the contract
accepted whilst the Stalinist CGT
leaders are still calling for ‘pres-
sure’ to improve the terms.

Division

There is here a clear division
of labour. FO chiefs, faced with
great militancy by their own
members, especially in the
Toulouse factory where Concorde
is being built, can put on a ‘left’
mask.

The CGT, with a policy of
actions at plant level, provides
the means to keep the struggle
at the pace of the least militant
sections.

In-doing so they cover up the
FO leaders’ bluff. FO militants
know that only a joint indefinite
strike could win the day.

Ban

French dockers have been
operating a ban on overtime
and weekend and night shifts, in
support of claims for improved
fall-back pay, a lower retiring
age 'and against the running-
down of the ports.

The CGT dockers’ federation
has .appealed to other sections
of workers for solidarity in
operating the ban.

Over 4,000 miners in the
Merlebach coalfield (in Lorraine)
are on strike following a call
from the major unions last week.

The action has been called
against management attempts to
reorganize the shift system with-
out offering any compensation
whatsoever.

Occupying

In the Oise region over 800
Trefimetaux metal workers at
Serifontaine are occupying the
plant in a week-old strike for a
pay increase and a sliding scale
of wages.

Management has so far refused
even to offer parity with workers
in their other plants.

Background to the daily
struggles on wages and jobs in
France is the report just issued
by the Centre for Economic
Studies of the CGT on unemploy-
ment.

About 440,000 are now with-
out a job—almost as many as
the recorded figure shortly after
the May-June 1968 general strike.

But now a high proportion of
these are long-term unemploye
and young people. ‘

An estimated 40 per cent of
lt(}ixe jobless are less than 24 years

old. .

Or

NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATES
FOR 6-DAY WORKERS PRESS

The Workers Press is now being published on six days
a week. The production of the extra Monday issue will
be decisive at this time when the Tories are planning an all-
out onslaught against the working class with their anti-union
laws and attacks on wages and
Workers Press has fought for revolutionary leadership inside
the working class in arder to force the Tories to resign.

We- thank all our present subscribers for their support,
which has helped us make this big step forward, and urge
all new readers to become regular subscribers.

Money outstanding on present
credited to the new rates. When these subscriptions expire,
readers will be inotified and the new rate will then apply.
The new rate for six days will be :

£13 for 12 months (312 issues)
£6 10s for six months (156 issues)
£3 5s for three months (78 issues)

If you want to take Workers Press twice a week the rates
will be :

£1 for three months (24 issues)
£4 for 12 months (96) issues)

PLEASE DON'T DELAY. TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY NOW
TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION OR EXTEND YOUR EXIST-
ING ARRANGEMENT. : ’

Fill in the form below NOW and send to :

Circulation Dept., Workers Press, 186a Clapham High St.,
London, SW4.

L] T —— ——— S S R [ B ] ——
| would like to take out a subscription/extend/change my
present subscription/to Workers Press.

Days required MONDAY THURSDAY
(Please tick) TUESDAY FRIDAY
' WEDNESDAY SATURDAY

Full subscription (six days) for

m——

living conditions. Only

subscriptions will be -

e s Ceml s ., -
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Capitalist
laws

@ FROM PAGE ONE

Tories have at their disposal
the most formidable legal
weaponry which they will
certainly use against the
working class.

The experience of Canada is
not an isolated incident.

In France, young left-wingers
face long jail sentences and
deprivation of civil rights
for distributing illegal
literature.

In Germany, only three years
ago, the government put on
the statute book the most
sweeping emergency
powers, more all-embracing
than Hitler's Enabling Acts.

It is absolutely clear that
behind the facade of parlia-
mentary democracy the em-
ployers internationally are
preparing for the suspension
of all the democratic rights
of the working class and
the imposition of Draconian
legal repression.

When the Tories talk about
‘law and order’ they are not
referring simply to anti-
union laws. ' ‘

They have in mind the pre-
paration of the machinery
of military-police dictator-
ship which is cdncealed
behind the facade of the
democratic capitalist state, .-

The working class must be
prepared to meet this chal-
lenge, in the course of a
ruthless struggle against all
the reformist and Stalinist
purveyors of the illusion of
‘peaceful roads to socialism’.

That is the only worthwhile
defence of the democratic
rights workers have won in
struggle against the em-
ployers.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

‘1‘{0 anti-union laws’
Force the Tories
to resign’

BIRMINGHAM: Thursday, Oct b,
22, 8 p.m. Sm ! Tavern,
‘%‘;{i"éléy R, all Heath Tavern,
DEN: Thursday, Octob
22, 8 p.m. Labour 1 i,
Willesden High Ro:f(?.d Trades Hall,
OLLERTON: Saturday October 24
‘lz.noon. ‘The Plough’, Ollerton.
Miners and the ATUA.’ Speaker:
Mike Banda, Editor Workers Press.
NEWCASTLE: Sunday, October 25,
7.30 p.m. Hotspur Hotel Hay-

market.
gOUTHAé,L: hT;l]est(l:ay. October 27,
p-m. Southa i .
tre. Bridge Road. emmunity Cen
SW LONDON: Tuesday,
27, 8 p.m, Princes Head, Falcon
Road, Clapham Junction,
w LONDON: Wednesday, October
28, 8 p.m. Prince Albert Pub, Balfe
Streer. Kines Cross.
N LONDON: Wednesday,
28, 8 p.m. Co-op Hall,
Sisters Road.
THANET: Wednesday, October 28,
8 p.m. Willson Hall, Willson Road,
Rameeate.
SE LONDON: Thursdav, October
29, 8 p.m. Artichoke Pub, Camber-
well Church St, Camberwell Green,
DEAL: Thursday, October 29,
8 p.m. Pier Hotel, Beach Street.
‘Miners Must Win’,
MANCHESTER: Wednesday, Octo-
ber 28, 8 p.m. Whitsheaf Hotel,
High Street.

WEATHER

In Scotland and N Ireland it will
be rather cloudy with occasional
rain.

NW England and N Wales will
be mainly cloudy with perhaps
some rain in places.

England, except the NW, will
have frost at first. It will be
mostly dry with sunny spells, but
there may be a little rain in NE
Encgland later.

It will be rather
England  otherwise
will be near normal.
Outiook for Friday and Saturday:
Changeable in the North with a
little rain at times. Drv with

\sunny periods in the South.

October

October
Seven

cold in E
temperatures

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

CONFERENCES

Support Pllkington glassworkers and their
right to strike! )

Deteat the proposed Tory anti-union laws

IMG

revisionists
n Pilkingion

Scared of offending
trade union leaders

LANCASTER Trades Union Defence Com-
mittee, which is backed by shop stewards at
Lansils and other workers, is planning to

distribute leaflets

in the local

factories,

exposing the dangers of the Tory union
legislation, and to call a public meeting in
the town on opposition to the Tory laws.

However, a suggestion at
the Committee’s last meet-
ing that Pilkington’s rank-
and-file leader Gerry
Caughey be invited to speak
at the public meeting was
turned down, although it
was initially supported by
workers on the Committee.

Opposition to inviting
Caughey came, after his
name had been added to
the list of proposed
speakers, from supporters
of the revisionist Inter-
national Marxist Group.

BRIDLINGTON

IMG announced, after
presumably having paused
to think about the matter,
that if Caughey spoke no
union officials would be able
to appear on the same plat-
form. They claimed that
this was because of the
Bridlington agreement.

When it was pointed out
that Pilkington’s workers
had been in the front line
of the struggle against the
employers, and that their
struggle was being fol-
lowed by other NW workers
who would welcome the
chance to hear a speaker,
the revisionists replied that
it would be all right to have
a speaker from Pilkington’s
committee at a meeting
about Pilkington’s, but that
at the meeting on union
legislation it was important

to have union officials
speaking.
ALTERNATIVE

The position was made
somewhat clearer when it
was suggested later that an
alternative speaker might be
Bill Hunter, Lucas-CAV
steward, from Liverpool.

_ There could be no objec-
tion under the Bridlington
agreement, and Bro Hun-
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COVENTRY: Keith's Club, Cox Street, 3.30 p.m.
NEWCASTLE: Royal Turk’s Head Hotel, Grey Street, 3 p.m.
SHEFFIELD: Crooksmoor Vestry Hall, Crooksmoor Road,

7.30 pm.

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15
GLASGOW: Partick Burgh Lesser Hall, near Merkland Street

undergrognd, 7.30 p.m.

LONDON: Woodiands Hall, Crown Street, Acton, 7.00 p.m.

Speakers will be from the Pilkington Rank and File Committee
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CHOCOLATE JOBS TO GO

Chocolate Tobler Meltis
Ltd, the Bedford chocolate
and confectionary firm, are
to sack 300 of their 850
workers on November 13, due
said the company to cost
inflation.

PROTESTING WIVES QUIZ
ROBENS

Protesting housewives yes-
terday halted the car tcking
Lord Robens, Chairman of the
National Coal Board, to New-
stead Colliery, Nottingham-
shire. About 60 women
gathered outside the gates,
waving banners and shouting
slogans.
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Lord Robens left his car
and for more than 10 minutes
tried to answer their ques-
tions.

The main themes of the
protest were the state of
miners’ houses in the colliiery
village and the question of a
guarantee of long .life for a
record-breaking pit which had
mined a million tons for more
years in succession than any
other in Britain.

Earlier at Hucknall colliery,
ten NUM members, including
three officials, declined to join
Lord Robens at an informal
lunch with members of the
colliery management.

GREEK ASYLUM GRANTED

Greek security authorities
yesterday granted political
asylum to three members of
the Bucharest State Opera
_Company who defected while
on tour in Salonika. The
Rumanian Stalinists have sént
over a number of ‘cultural’
troops since the colonels
seized power three years ago.

ter’'s factory had taken part
in all the struggles against
incomes policy and union
legislation under the pre-
vious government.

" This suggestion was again
opposed by IMG supporters.

A university lecturer,
supporter of IMG, made it
clear that the objection was
political, and that in his
view nothing must be done
to offend any union officials.

BURROWING

It seems that in the face
of the Tory offensive and
the union leaders’ retreat,
these revisionist ‘Red Moles’
have decided to do some
more deep burrowing and

hide themselves without
trace behind the wunion
bureaucracy.

Just what sort of struggle
against the Tory legislation
can be conducted under
these conditions is hard to

imagine. .
However, as the issues in
the struggle are made

clearer, bearing in mind that
the Mole is a blind animal,
the revisionists are unlikely
to be followed much further.

The credibility gap is
growing.

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

United
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trade unionists still supporting
the right-wing bureaucrats.

The Leninist United Front
was directed towards forcing
the trade union leaders to de-
fend democratic rights undér
conditions where revolution-
ists would be able to expose
them.

The Stalinists abandoned
this fight and in Germany
allowed Hitler to come to
power because the German
working class was divided.

The Tory government con-
stitutes the beginning of a
threat which can open the
door for dictatorship.

It can be defeated, but to
do this we must learn the
lesson from past experiences
to achieve the United Front.
There is a danger that the

militants can be isolated if we
do not pursue policies which
unite the working class in ac-
tion, from within their mass
organizations.

We must mobilize the ranks
in order to force the leaders
to fight.

Caught between the Tory
threat from the right and the
mass movement from below,
the trade union leaders can be
forced to act.

The more this is done the
more they will be exposed and
the mass education of the
working class facilitated.

The central task before us
is to force the trade union
-leaders and the TUC to call a
one-day general strike against
the anti-union laws.

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

FRENCH imperialism is
now seriously concerned
at the prospect of a
ruinous colonial war in
Chad — one of the the
nominally ‘independent’

states of the French
Community in central
Africa.

While Tombalbaye,

France’s puppet dictator in
Chad, has demanded an in-
crease in the number of
French troops stationed
there, Gaullist minister Léo
Hamon declared, in the
Paris National Assembly,
that all forces will be with-
drawn in 1971.

French capitalism, always
ready with a hypocritical
attack on the US war in
Indo-China, has already had
its fingers burned in its
African territories.

In 1964 paratroops had
to be sént to protect Presi-
dent Mba of Gabon against
a threatened insurrection,
and in 1968 an armed con-

Chad liberation
forces gaining

strength

spiracy was necessary to
install a pro-Gaullist regime
in Congo-Brazzaville.

KEY AREA

But Pompidou cannot
simply leave the Chad gov-
ernment to its well-deserved
fate.

Though Chad itself is one
of the poorest countries in
the world, with a calculated
income per head of less
than £10 a year, the struggle
there is the key to a much
wider area.

In the October 1970
‘France Afrique’ Jean Mialet
(a close ' collaborator of
Jacques Foccart, the high
official responsible for
French policy in Chad) ex-
plained the dilemma:

“The affair in Chad is not
a simple question of main-
taining order in the heart
of Africa . . . a deterior-
ation of the situation in
Chad, which would be
highly probable if France
had not intervened, would

Liberation fighters training in N Chad.

Farm offer
is ‘pitiful’
- Union \organizer

THE OFFER of a £14 16s minimum wage to
Britain’s 180,000 farmworkers was described as
both ‘inadequate and pitiful’ by a local union

organizer yesterday.

‘We wanted an £18 mini-
mum and what we have got
will do nothing but give our
men and women who work on
the land a living wage.

‘It will not narrow the gap
between them and industrial

workers,” David Harrison,
Beds’, Bucks’ and Herts’
organizer for the National
Union of Agricultural and
Allied Workers . told the’
Workérs Press.

‘The Agricultural Wages

Board has been very crafty
here. They have not offered a
satisfactory increase, but they
hope it will be enough to
dampen. the spirits of the
moderates in our ranks,’ he
said.

‘Reports I have received
from the areas so far suggest
that farm workers are dis-
gusted with the offer of £1
13s. Half of it will not be paid
until January and the other
half will be eaten up by price
increases before that date.

‘They are making a big play
of the fact that this is twice
what we have ever received
before—but then look at the
ridiculous increases we have
accepted in the past.’

The Board will meet again
to consider objection to the
offer in December, but this is
usually a formality. The in-

crease will then be given
statutory force.
End Board

Many farm workers would
like to see an end to the
Board on which their repre-
sentatives are in a minority.

‘I personally would like to
see a system where we would
negotiate directly with the
National Farmers’ Union, but
again this offer may take some
of the steam out of the de-
mands for this, said Mr
Harrison.

@ A full analysis of the
claim and modern conditions
on the land appears on page

Troops
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Invergordon naval mutiny
against cuts in servicemen’s

pay.

Section 1 of this act
makes it an offence to
endeavour to ‘maliciously

and advisedly’ seduce any
member of the forces from
his duty or allegiance.

Any advocacy of a policy
which conflicted with a
government policy, which in
the military field gave rise
to a variety of specific
duties, could be regarded

Union to meet
St Helens
building firm
UNION representatives are to
meet the Stockport-based con-
struction firm of Rowlinsons
Ltd who have sacked St
Helens building workers for
marching in support of the

victimized Pilkington's glass-
workers recently.

The men who were sacked
and locked-out at the firm’s
Liverpool Rd site, St Helens,
are maintaining their picket
at the site gates.

‘All we can do is wait now,’
Kevin Rylance, who was an
Amalgamated Society of Wood-
workers' steward on the site,
told the Workers Press.

as intending to seduce the
armed forces away from
such duties.

Clearly with such statutes
a Tory government has the
power to outlaw a whole
range of activities that could
be undertaken in support of
the council workers’ claim.

Their continued offer of
troops to authorities, who
have clearly stated that they
do not want them, and the

rumours of more direct
military intervention, are
seen by many council

workers as an attempt to
scare union officials to the
negotiating table again.

Swindon and Reading
workers have already given
their answer to this gov-
ernment pressure.

Union officials must not
retreat and must insist on
the full award.

Miners suspended for

FOURTEEN branch officials at
Hem Heath colliery, Stoke on
Trent, have been suspended
by their area executive for
twice ignoring a call to end
their overtime ban in support
of the miners’ £5 pay claim.

‘We believe we have been
victimized because we have
not toed the line laid down
by both the area and national
executives’, said one of the
suspended officials who rep-
resent 1,400 men at the
colliery—one of the most
modern in Europe.

‘We received a letter saying
we had been suspended forth-
with. But morally we have a
duty to represent the feelings
of our members and the de-
cision to continue the over-
time ban was unanimous at
a mass meeting.’

The 12-man pit committee
say they will take further
action if the Midlands’ area
executive of the NUM does
not reinstate their branch
officials. Their ultimatum runs
out sometime tonight.

About 70 per cent of the
37,000 Nottinghamshire miners
are operating a similar over-
time ban. An area executive
spokesman said yesterday that
there were no moves to dis-
cipline their members and that
they had in fact recommended
the action.

A spokesman in London
admitted yesterday that the
executive had recommended
no action be taken before the
results of the strike ballot,
due this Friday, were known.

ban

By an industrlal correspondent

seriously damage the whole
of French policy in Africa
south of the Sahara.’

Opposition to ‘the Chad
dictatorship is now well
organized despite the
routine use of torture and
terror by Foreign Legion-
naires.

The main liberation move-
ment, FROLINA, has 13
séparate units, of an aver-
age size of 800 men.

There are more volun-
teers than can be accepted
as recruits.

Their determination can
be seen from the fact that
each new recruit is given a
simple spear and told, at
the earliest possible oppor-
tunity, to replace it with a
rifle captured from French
governmeént forces.

MOBILE

Using camels and horses,
the liberation forces are
highly mobile, protected by
the population, and are even
equipped with a number of
rocket-launchers and mor-
tars, effective against the
helicopters and armoured
vehicles used by the French
troops.

The French government
has not the slightest hope
of destroying this resistance
in any swift military oper-
ation, and are therefore
hesitating before committing
themselves to a war from
which they can see no exit.

The war in Chad, like
that in Vietnam, is the con-
cern of the international
working class.

All organizations of the
labour movement must de-
mand the immediate with-
drawal of all French troops
from the country.

,

Caledonian-
BUA link
confirmed

CALEDONIAN Airways is
taking over British United
Airways to form Britain’s in-
dependent ‘second force’ air-
line, it was confirmed yester-
day.

The new airline has been

assured by the Board of
Trade that there would be no
problem about powers to

transfer routes from BOAC.

BOAC said that it would
not agree willingly and yester-
day Mr Clive Jenkins of
ASTMS said that legal action
would be taken against the
President of the Board of
Trade if BEA and BOAC
routes are cut without their
approval.

New labour
- laws debate
in Spain

FRANCO’S puppet ‘parliament’, the Cortes,
has begun its debate on a draft labour law,
aimed at putting a more ‘liberal’ facade on the

fascist corporate unions.

Independent trade unions
have been illegal in Spain since
the Civil War and all workers
are forced to join the ‘syn-
dicados’ in  which their
employers and the government
are represented.

Not surprisingly, the fascist
unions never call strikes and
their functionaries have waxed
fat over the years on the in-
come from compulsory mem-
bership levies.

And though the new law is
couched as a ‘liberalizing’
move, Franco’s govérnment is
giving nothing away.

In the past all union officials

in
Reggio

BATTLES which flared
again last week in Reggio
Calabria, in which the
paralysis of the official
leaders of the labour move-
ment paved the way for the
military occupation of the
city and a wave of provoca-
tion by extreme right-wing
elements, has thrown the
Italian Communist Party
into confusion.

At a weekend press con-
ference Communist mem-
bers of the Calabria
Regional Council, who pre-
viously claimed that the
clashes were the work of
fascist hooligans, said:

‘We have no hesitation

in recognizing that the pro-
test expressed a popular

Armoured

demand for justice. We
received a heavy blow from
the elements of Reggio. We
did not succeed in control-
ling the masses. We did not
succeed in reorientating the
terms of the struggle.” (Our
emphasis.)

But their apologies were
followed by the same tired

Italian Stalinists admit ‘mistakes’

vehicles remain on the alert in Reggio.

recipes that led to the
treachary in the first place—
calls for ‘structural reforms’
to solve the problems of
southern poverty and un-
employment, but no inten-
tion of mobilizing the work-
ing class against repression.

Their position on the
insurrection in Reggio is

fully in line with their
parliamentary tactics, where
they are trying to modify
the government’s ‘decree’ on
the economy in favour of a
more inflationary policy —
submerging the question of
class power beneath a dis-
cussion of taxes and public
spending.

'
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were appointed by the govern-
ment, but now election is to
be allowed for certain lower
posts.

However, top officials will
still be appointed, with the
power to discipline any wor-
kers who step out of line, and
dissolve branches which go

against the regime’s fascist
principles.
Same dog

As one Spanish militant put
it :

‘It’s the same dog with a
different collar.’

The new law will not fool
Spanish workers, and will cer-
tainly fuel the strike struggles
and the growth of the illegal
‘workers’ commissions’.

The original impetus for the
new law came from the Tarra-
gona congress of the Franco
unions four years ago.

Pressure for changes in
union structuré came to a
head with demands, even from
the fascist functionaries, for
a semblance of democracy in-
side the unions.

Over the past four years the
Tarragona proposals have been
systematically emasculated by
Franco’s lawyers, who finally
came up with the draft now
before the Cortes.

Convince

Main purpose of the new
legislation is to convince the
International Labour Organ-
isation and the Common Mar-
ket countries that workers in
Spain have the right to
organize.

Spain hopes to get into the
Common Market, but objec-
tions have been raised about
the repressive laws in force
there.

Algerian
regime
murders
Krim

BELKACEM KRIM, one of
the famous ‘nine fathers’ of
the Algerian uprising, was
strangled to death in a Frank-
furt hotel by a group of
Morroccan and Algerian mer-
cenaries last Sunday.

W German police are look-
ing for three Morroccans and
an Algerian who checked in
at the luxury Continental
Hotel, where Krim was stay-

ing, on the Sunday of his
death. ‘
Krim, 48, came from a

peasant family in the Grand
Kabyle, an area largely popul-
ated by Berbers.

He served in the French
army and, after the war,
played a prominent role in
building the Movement for
the Triumph of Democratic
Liberties which was led by
Messali Hadj.

Disillusioned by the failure
of the Messali leadership and
the rival faction of Yazid to
organize effective resistance to
the French, particularly after
the Constantine uprising of.
1945 and the terrible repres-
sion that followed, Krim, to-
gether with Ben Bella, Ait
Ahmed, Ben Boulaid, Ben
H’Hidi, Rabah Bitat, Boudiaf,
Didouche and Mohammed
Khider, formed the CRUA—
the Revolutionary Committee
for Unity and Action.

It was this committee which

prepared the wuprising of
November 1954.
One left

Of the original group of
nine, only one, Rabah Bitat,
occupies a position of author-
ity in Algeria today.

Ben Bella is either dead or
in prison; Ait Ahmed led\an
uprising in the Kabyle against
Ben Bella and was outlawed;
Ben Boulaid was killed by the
Ftench in the Aures moun-
tains in 1955; Ben H’'Hidi was
tortured to death by the
police; Boudiaf . formed a
socialist opposition group and
lives in exile; Didouche was
killed in 1955 by the French;
and Mohammed Khider, who
was entrusted with millions
of pounds taken by the FLN
‘tax collectors’ in France dur-
ing the war, absconded to
Magrid where he was assassin-
ated.

Krim had four death sen-
tences passed on him by the
French and one by Boume-
dienne—all in absentia.

Krim, who was war minister
in the GPRA<Revolutionary
Provisional Government of
Algeria—and signed the Evian
Agreement with the French,
later disagreed with Ben Bella’s
policies, went into opposition
;n 3963 and fled to Switzer-
and.

He formed the opposition
Democratic Movement for
Algerian Renewal in 1967 in
Paris.

In April 1969 Boumedienne
sentenced Belkacem and six
others to death, in absentia,
for conspiracy to kill a lead-
ing Algerian politician.

Belkacem stated recently
‘that he did not believe the
Boumedienne government
would assassinate him for his
views which, paradoxically,
were pro-French.

He believed that ‘Algeria

must play the franc game with
France. French private capital

should be introduced in
Algeria . . .

Defended
He was certain that

Boumedienne's regime would
fall.

While opposing Ben Bella,
he nevertheless defended him
against the regime.

‘I find it inhuman and un-
dignified of the Algerian
people that he should be
treated in this way’, he said
in his last interview.

The murder of Krim and
the ‘disappearance’ of Ben
Bella is an indictment of the
reactionary Algerian regime
which cynically gives refuge
to Black Panthers and hippy
leaders whilst ruthlessly sup-
pressing its political opponents
at home and abroad.

Kenya Asian

® FROM PAGE ONE.

back to Kenya because I can-
not work. I can only go there
as a tourist.’

Miss Lakdawalla, 20—who
was granted a 12-month entry
certificate in October 1968 to
come to Britain as a student
—as born in Kenya and
issued with a British passport
in 1965.

She applied for an exten-
sion to her permit in Septem-
ber 1969 to allow her to
continue her studies.

When this was refused she
applied for a new passport
which would enable her to
stay in Britain permanently,
the only difference between
this passport and the one she
held being the country of its
issue.

She was refused this and
consequently appealed to the
Tribunal.

Representing - her, Miss K.
S. Nathan said:

‘She has no travel docu-
ment. All she can do is to go
to the British Home Office
and ask for a passport.’
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