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What
we
think

| egal noose
ready for
unions

UNCONDITIONAL surrender
to the corporate state—that
is the meaning of the
11,000 - word  consultative
document on industrial rela-
tions released by Employ-
ment Minister Robert Carr
yesterday.

As we predicted, the Tories
have turned a deaf ear to
all the protests, threats and
appeals of the trade union
leaders and have spelt out,
bluntly and brutally, their
determination to take the
working class back to the
era of the Combination
Laws.

Mussolini is dead, but his
spirit lives in this document
whose proposals include:

1) A new national industrial
relations court having equal
status with the High Court
on industrial relations.

2) The power of the NIRC to
fine workers guilty of
‘unfair industrial action” and
the responsibility of county
courts to collect the fines.
(This means attachment of
earnings as proposed by
Mrs Castle in 1969.)

3) Collective agreements to be
legally binding unless the
parties say otherwise.

4) Secret ballots in ‘serious’
disputes.

5) Outlawing of the union
‘closed shop’ and juris-
dictional disputes between
unicns.,

6) Cooling-off periods of 60
days before strike action.
7) Appointment of a registrar
of trade unions with power
to de-register unions which
do not comply with govern-

ment rules.

8) Statutory basis for the
Commission on Industrial
Relations, headed by Wood-
cock and Paynter.

These proposals, taken in line
with the Tory Bow Group
proposals for an end to tax
rebates and supplementary
benefit for strikers and the
call of the newspapers for
an instant strike-breaking
force, are a categoric warn-
ing to the working class
that' there is no room for
manceuvre and very little
time to lose.

With one eye on their rapidly
diminishing reserves and
another on the rapidly
accumulating pile of sewage
and rubbish, the Tories
know that the only way to
push down wages and in-
crease profits is through the
scourge of unemployment
and the bludgeon of anti-
union legislation.

They also know that the only
way to get the full col-
laboration of the labour
bureaucracy is to force
them to it by legislation, by
intimidating them with the
threat of jail and fines.

The Tories have neither fear
nor respect for leaders who
refuse stubbornly to
mobilize the working class
for a decisive fight against
capital and instead preach
the community of class
interests and lull the work-
ing class into a state of
complacency with their talk
of ‘pressure’.

If the Tories rely on the trade
union bureaucracy, then it
is equally true that the
trade union leaders rely just
as much on the Stalinists
and revisionists within the
trade unions to carry out
this historic retreat and to
provide the necessary safety
valves within the rank and
file.

Such a safety valve is pro-
vided by the Liaison Com-
mittee for the Defence of
Trade Unions whose sole
purpose, as illustrated by its
agenda for the November 14
conference at Beaver Hall,
is to confuse militant trade
unionists about the real role
of the trade union leaders
and their relation to the
Tory government and the
capitalist state.

These Stalinist distorters and
confusionists were the prin-
cipal defenders of the June
1969 compromise with the

Labour government from
which flowed directly the
defeat of the Pilkington

strike and GKN-Sankey.

Not accidentally, they refused
to support the Liverpool
conference to defend the St
Helens workers and fight
the anti-union laws on
October 3.

They publicly asked others
not to support it, as in ipe
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Behind the public health ‘emergency’

began last week.

On the grounds that
a national emergency
in the field of public
health has arisen, the
ruling class and all its
press and television
mouthpieces are howl-
ing for the use of
troops to smash the
strike.

alerted troops to be available
to any local authority.

It is necessary to warn in

the Tories are using this issue
to press ahead determinedly
with their preparation to de-
feat the )
smash the trade unions.

Heath's remarks on TV
about facing a ‘general strike
were not accidental. The only
criticism made by his fellow
Torise is that he might have
beén unwise to speak out so
clearly.

Always faithful to the plans
of big business, the millionaire
press is now in full cry.

The ‘Daily Express’
yesterday:

‘Troops should be called in
without delay to man the
sewage stations deserted by
striking council employees.

‘There is no question of
“strike breaking”. A danger-
ous hazard to health exists
and it must be met. . . .

‘The full resources of the
state must be used to protect
the public.’

said

In other words, the pub-
lic is being panicked into
fear of cholera and typhoid,
while the employers sit
back, threaten intervention
by troops, and wait for
these low - paid workers’
leaders to capitulate.

According to ‘The Times'
yesterday . ‘Now there is to
be a painful struggle, which
in the national interest the
local authorities cannot afford
to lose . . .’ (Our emphasis.)

Clear

What the Tories always
mean by the national interest
is here made more clear than
usual !

Sewage or no sewage, the
national interest demands that
council workers must be
driven back to work as an
example to others, and as part
of the build-up to smash the
unions.

This, and not public health,
is the real reason why ‘The
Times’ says:

‘. . . there must be no
sensitivity about calling in the
troops wherever and whenever
that is necessary.

‘Now this situation has
been reached, says ‘The
Times’, ‘it seems necessary to
go through a trial of strength.
Wage inflation will never be
brought under control if the
employers always give way
when it comes to the point.

‘The government is fully
aware of this and is appar-
ently determined to stand
firm. They should be encour-
aged to do so.’

If there is a danger to
public health, it is being
cynically used by the Tor-
ies, with all the risks of
death that are involved, to
defeat the lowa-paid council
workers.

Every class-conscious worker
knows how the Tories in 1925
systematically prepared civil-
ian volunteer forces to break
the 1926 General Strike, all
in- the name of ‘emergency
supplies’.

Yesterday's ‘Daily Telegraph’
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The Tory government has ~

the strongest possible terms : .

working class and

BY CLIFF SLAUGHTER

THIRTY THOUSAND more local council work-
ers yesterday joined in the wages strike which

g

E London councilmen.

Tories prepare to smash

councilmen’s strike

The daily organ of the

Central Committee of the
Socialist Labour League

PRICE 6d.

Stalinists ‘appreciated’

by ‘The Times’

PERHAPS the Stalinists of
the British Communist Party
would like to explain the
political meaning of the
attention paid to them by
yesterday’s issue of ‘The
Times’.

On its editorial page, ‘The
Times’ gives its full backing
to the Tory government in
any decision to use troops
to smash the council work-
kers’ strike and to advance
its preparations to smash
the unions. It welcomes a
‘trial of strength’.

On the page facing this
editorial, the paper carries
some 30 column inches on
“Fhe state of the Communist
Party in Britain: an appre-
ciation by Victoria Brittain
on its 50th anniversary’.

The Party is clearly seen
as having policies ‘almost
indistinguishable’ from the
Labour ‘left’, but is boosted
as having considerable in-
fluence in the trade unions
and consisting of people
who believe they have
‘unsullied ideals’.

The work of CP local
councillors in attending to
the complaints of their con-

stitnents is highly praised.

All in all, the Stalinists
are, it is carefully explained,
not the slightest threat to
the Tory preparations ex-
pedited on the opposite
page.

Both ‘The Times’ and CP
industrial organizer Bert
Ramelson are careful to
avoid all mention of the
Workers Press and its
forthcoming six-day pub-
lication, or of the Socialist
Labour League and the All
Trades Unions Alliance.
They give a boost to the
revisionist and middle-class
‘International Socialism’
group, by indicating that
they are the only thing to
the left of Stalinism.

We ask the Stalinists
again.

Is there any explanation
for this loving attention by
Lord Thomson’s press, ex-
cept that it is actually part
of the employers’ plans?

It is giving a build-up to
political party which they
know long ago gave up
its revolutionary programme
and will be invaluable to
them in misleading militant
workers in the coming
struggles.

Still

West Ham depot delegate Harry Wilson speaks for an all-out strike at yesterday’s meeting of

Ambulance
men join
strike

AMBULANCE men in the
NW, the Midlands and Lon-
don joined council workers
in their strike yesterday.
SE and parts of W Lon-
don were hit by a 24-hour
strike. Ambulance men in
Deptford, Camberwell, New
Cross, Lee and the Elephant

-and Castle came out against

the advice of their federa-
tion (FAP).

Services in Brixton, and
Chelsea were also affected.

Throughout the Midlands
ambulance men stopped
using radio except in ex-
treme emergencies and men
in Ashton-under-Lyne were
only dealing with emergency
calls.

Council
pays up

Ashton-in-Makerfield UDC
has supported the council
manual workers' claim for a
£16 10s basic and has said
that they will be paying
this sum, with or without
the permission of the em-
ployers’ association, from
October 1.

a big
demand for all-

out
action

MOST AREAS of Britain
were hit by the council

workers’ dispute yesterday |

as the four unions involved
called out over 40,000 of
their members on official
strike.

All council work in London

may be at a standstill~teday

when men attend a mass
demonstration outside the
Greater London Council's
County Hall headquarters
while GLC chiefs discuss the
emergency inside.

A GLC spokesman told
Workers Press yesterday that,
as yet, no request for the use
of troops had been made to
the government—but that the
situation was being watched
closely.

Voluntary labour was being
used to keep the city's sewage
pumping stations operating.

If the government decided

to call in troops to keep
sewage pumps going they
would be drawn from the
Royal Engineers, it was

learned later.

But at a mass meeting yes-
terday in E London, union
leaders outlined plans to end
this ‘scabbing’.

Raw sewage

In the WEST COUNTRY,
5,000 striking council workers
at Bristol have closed 220 city
schools, stopped refuse collec-
tion and shut the main sewage
works causing 50 million
gallons of raw sewage a day
to be pumped into the river
Avon.

Corporation officials were
meeting yesterday to review
the situation.

In WALES, council workers
were out in Cardiff, Newport
and Swansea where grave-
diggers stopped work.

Nearly 30,000 Welsh school

Ceasefire mis-used by
Jordanians

GUERRILLAS CLAIM

FIGHTING has broken
out once again in North
Jordan around the pro-

vincial capital of Irbid,
the stronghold - of the
guerrillas.

Government troops, guer-
rilla spokesmen alleged,
had used the cease-fire only
as cover to station them-
selves in the nearby hills.

Yesterday they attacked a
village eight miles north of
Irbid with tanks and ar-
moured cars.

Israel has turned down
Arab guerrilla demands to
release 35 commandos held
in her prisons in return for
the hi-jacked airline passen-
gers released in Jordan last
week,

The Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP) submitted a list of
of 35 names to the Inter-
national Red Cross and to
the Israeli embassies in
London and Bonn.

The embassies returned
the letters unopened.

Meanwhile Arab bourgeois

rulers and their imperialist
and Stalinist friends are
cold-bloodedly determined
to wipe out, if they can,
every vestige of revolution-
ary action by the masses.

The Jordan government
of Hussein has announced
rewards of 5,000 Jordanian
(£6,000) on the heads of
guerrilla  leaders George
Habash and Nayef Hawat-
meh.

By contrast, Yassir Ara-
fat, chief of the guerrilla
organization Al Fatah now
working directly with the
Arab  bourgeois-nationalist
leaders, gets very different
treatment.

‘We will deal only with
those who want to fight for
the liberation of Palestine
and not with those who
want to work against us.’

According to Odeh, the
guerrilla organizations of

Habash and Hawatmeh are
only ‘armed leftist political
parties’.

He certainly makes every-
thing clear: if the Arab
masses think that by fight-
ing with or supporting the
guerrillas they are fighting
to defeat imperialism, then
they will be disarmed
hunted down, and destroyed.

This is precisely what he
means by saying that ‘. . .we
will not deal with those
Wh? want to work against
us.

Reaction as a whole sees
it very urgent to build up
Arafat as a popular bour-
geois-nationalist leader, now
that Nasser is dead.

They need someone whom
the masses will listen to,
but who is safe for im-
perialism and the Stalinist
bureaucracy.

children were at home because
their schools were closed.

In the MIDLANDS manual
workers at the £17,500,000
Upper Tame Drainage Board's
sewage works at Ninworth
walked out and sewage works
at Nottingham, Lincoln and
Derby were affected.

Dustmen struck at Walsall,
Warley and Dudley, and West

Bromwich dustmen are
expected to join them to-
MOrrow.

The NORTH-WEST was

affected for the first time yes-
terday, when 750 sewage men
walked out of plants in Liver-
pool, Wallasey, Stockport, St
Helens, Denton and Droyls-
den. The strike spread dhring
the day to sewage workers in
Holyoakes, Leigh, Atherton,
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Four
untried
Opposition
members
released

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

FOUR detained Soviet oppo-
sitionists have been released
from custody over the past
two months without being
brought to trial.

The four are reported to be
20-year-old Ira Kaplun, and
Vyacheslav Bakhmin, 23, both
arrested last December for
‘preparing to hand out leaf-
lets’, Anatoli Levitin-Krasnov,
a 55-year-old former priest,
and translator Vladimir Tel-
nikov.

Following the release of Ira
Kaplun and Vyacheslav Bakh-
min, a petition for the release
of others still held is circulat-
ing in Moscow.

Among the signatories is
top nuclear scientist Aca-
demician Sakharov.

The appeal calls for the
release, among other prisoners,
of General Pyotr Grigorenko,
held in a special psychiatric
prison for his courageous
fight on behaif of the deporwed
Crimean Tartar nationality.

It also mentions the names
of Anatoli Marchenko, author

- of ‘My Testimony’ and Olga

Joffe, confined to a psychiatric
prison in August after arres-
ted at the age of 19 for the
same activities as Kaplun and
Bakhmin.

tour with advisers.
He arrives in the United

States today after two days
in the Irish Republic.

On Sunday he held talks
with his chief negotiators at
the Paris Vietnam talks. He
is also believed to have talked
to Heath about the build-up
of Soviet naval forces in the
Mediterranean.

RO T

MARSHAL KY, vice-president
of § Vietnam’s puppet regime,
arrived in London yesterday
for a week’s private visit.

Armed Special Branch men
are guarding Ky after demon-
strators threw tins of paint
at his car in Paris on Sunday.

He will be staying at
Wimbledon, home of the
S Vietnamese ambassador.

NN

PRESSURE

After the experience of the
Rogrrs-Kosygin plan in the
MEade East, and
recent collaboration in Jordan,
there can be no talk of a
Vietnam settlement with
Nixon's approval.

He is still undoubtedly rely-
ing on Soviet pressure on the
National Liberation Front and
Hanoi, hoping with secret
diplomacy to rob the Viet-
namese of their military gains.

[ es)

NIXON TOUR ENDS

Vietnam deal
- (langers
~ increase

FORE!GN CORRESPONDENT

more

A MAJOR foreign-policy announcement is
expected from Washington after President
Nixon has discussed the results of his European

Bus
union
retreat
boosts
speed-up

CORPORATION busmen in
Derby  struck yesterday
morning when three con-
ductors were victimized for
operating sanctions intro-
duced by their unions to
back up their £4 3s basic-
pay claim.

The Transpce  acd General
Whorkers’ o eal  passenger
trade group committee meets
today to consider the union
executive’s  recommendation
that the industry’s two
national joint councils ‘be
dissolved and that regions
press for ‘comprehensive
agreements’ at local level

Many busmen interpret
this recommendation as a re-
treat before the Tory govern-

BOLIVIA

Right-wing
generals
call truce

TWO DAYS after right-wing army officers

had raised the flag
Bolivian government

of revolt against the
of . President Alfredo

Ovando Candia, they yesterday called a truce.

This followed a meet-
ing with Ovando himself,
arranged by the papal
nuncio. Everything now
seems to point to a deal
in which Ovando makes
further concessions to
the right.

Workers'” and students’
leaders in Bolivia had called
yesterday for emergency

action to defeat the right-
wing military rebellion led
by General Rogelio Miranda
against Ovando’s  more
liberal regime.

Conciliated

Ovando has swung sharply
to the right in recent months
in an attempt to conciliate

_ the army.

The leading left-wing
cabinet ministers—Fuel and
Power Minister Marcello

Santa Cruz and Information
Minister  Alberto  Bailey
Gutirrez—have been pushed
out in a series of goveérn-
ment reshuffles in the last
four months.

The two ministers were
chiefly responsible for the
nationalization last May of

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

the US-owned Bolivian Gulf
(il company.

But his government’s
rightward swing has met
powerful opposition from
the trade unions who ex-
pected further nationaliza-
tions.

Six killed

Last month, six people
were killed in demonstra-
tions against Ovando’s deci-
sion to pay £32 million
compensation to the oil
company.

The dem on s trations
brought to a head dissatis-
faction among right-wing
officers, who accused the
president of political inde-
cision, tolerating violence
and lack of a coherent
government plan to deal
with the working class.

ment—it was made ‘in view
of the negotiating deadlock
and the present government
policy (including the threat
of legislation on collective
bargaining)’—and a move to-
wards withdrawing the national
claim altogether.

NATIONAL

To negotiate at ‘undertak-
ing level’, as the executive
urged, does not mean talks
with just one company—but
with a section of the National
Bus Company.

In other words, it means
taking on countrywide organ-
ization with a nationally-
coordinated strategy backed
by the strength of busmen in
only one area.

Busmen in many areas have
already challenged the union’s
refusal to call full-scale strike
action.

Three one-day stoppages
have now taken place in
Leeds, Bradford and all de-
pots of the West Yorkshire
Road Car, West Riding Auto-
mobile and Yorkshire Trac-
tion.

HOLD LINE

Meanwhile union officials
have been busy trying to hold
the line against strike action
on the promise that negotia-
tions are to take place.

No action has been taken
by the unions over the use of
non-union private company
vehicles on strike days.

Yet the Leeds deport branch
of W Yorkshire Road Car has

called both for national
strike action in support of
the full claim and for the

T&GWU executive to recon-
sider its recommendation to
scrap national machinery.

A national strike call from
the joint trade union commit-
tee of United Automobile—
one of the biggest companies
in the country—has been
echoed by busmen throughout
the North.

THE SWINDON district
committee of the Amal-
gamated Union of Engineer-
ing and Foundryworkers

_TUC meets on Carr plan

Tory government proposals for anti-trade union Iegislation,
published by Robert Carr’s Department of Employment and
Productivity yesterday, are to be considered by a special meet-
ing of the Trades Union’s Congress’s finance and general
purposes committee—it’s ‘inner cabinet—on Friday morning.
@® See What We Think and Late News.

has passed a resolution
deploring the Home Sec-
retary’s decision to force
German student leader Rudi
Dutschke to leave Britain.

The resolution recognizes
this move as an attack on
the trade union movement
and requests that the AEF
executive council urge the

‘Let Dutschke stay
say Swindon engineers

Home Secretary to allow
Rudi Dutschke to remain in
Britain and continue his
studies.

Ashton - in - Makerfield
Urban  District Council,
Lancs, has also carried a
resolution deploring the
political intolerance dis-~
played by the Home Sec-
retary in the case of Rudi
Dutschke and demanding
that he be allowed to pur-
sue his studies at Cambridge
University.
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UNCONDITIONAL surrender
to the corporate state—that
is the meaning of the
11,000 - word  consultative

document on industrial rela- !

tions released by Employ-
ment Minister Robert Carr
yesterday.

As we predicted, the Tories
have turned a deaf ear to
all the protests, threats and
appeals of the trade union
leaders and have speit out,
bluntly and brutally, their
determination to take the
working class back to the
era of the Combination
Laws.

Behind the public health ‘emergency’

ories prepare to smash

BY CLIFF SLAUGHTER

THIRTY THOUSAND more local council work-

began last week.
On the grounds that

‘ers yesterday joined in the wages strike which

councilmen’s strike

‘The daily organ of the

- Central Committee of the
 Socialist Labour League
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Four
untried
Opposition
members
released

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

FOUR detained Soviet oppo-
sitionists have been released
from custody over the past
two months without being
brought to trial.

The four are reported to be
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

A MAJOR foreign-policy announcement is
expected from Washington after President
Nixon has discussed the results of his European

tour with advisers.
He arrives in the United

States today after two days
in the Irish Republic.

On Sunday he held talks
with his chief negotiators at
the Paris Vietnam talks. He
is also believed to have talked
to Heath about the build-up

Bus
union

Mussolini is dead, but his
spirit lives in this document
whose proposals include:

a national emergency
in the field of public
health has arisen, the
ruling class and all its
press and television
mouthpieces are howl-
ing for the use of
troops to smash the
strike.

The Tory government has
alerted troops to be available
to any local authority.

It is necessary to warn in
the strongest possible terms: .
the Tories are using this issue

20-year-old Ira Kaplun, and
Vyacheslav Bakhmin, 23, both
arrested last December for
‘preparing to hand out leaf-
lets’, Anatoli Levitin-Krasnov,
a 55-year-old former priest,
and translator Vladimir Tel-
nikov.

of Soviet naval forces in the
Mediterranean.

MARSHAL KY, vice-president
of S Vietnam’s puppet regime,
arrived in London yesterday
for a week’s private visit.

Armed Special Branch men
are guarding Ky after demon-
min, a petition for the release | strators threw tins of paint
of others still held is circulat- | at his car in Paris on Sunday.
ing in Moscow. He will be staying at
Wimbledon, home of the
S Vietnamese ambassador.
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retreat
boosts
speed-up

CORPORATION busmen in
Derby  struck yesterday
morning when three con-
ductors were victimized for
operating sanctions intro-
duced by their unions to

action

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

1) A new national industrial
relations court having equal
status with the High Court
on industrial relations.

2) The power of the NIRC to
fine workers guilty of
‘unfair industrial action’ and
the responsibility of county
courts to collect the fines.
(This means attachment of
earnings as proposed by
Mrs Castle in 1969.)

3) Collective agreements to be
legally binding unless the
parties say otherwise.

4) Secret ballots in ‘serious’

Following the release of Ira

MOST AREAS of Britain | Kaplun and Vyacheslav Bakh-

were hit by the council
workers’ dispute yesterday
as the four unions involved
called out over 40,000 of
their members on official

Among the signatories is
top nuclear scientist Aca-
demician Sakharov.

The ﬂappeal calls for the
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Always faithful to the plans
of big business, the millionaire
press is now in full cry.

ted at the age of 19 for the
same activities as Kaplun and
Bakhmin.

Hanoi, hoping with secret
diplomacy to rob the Viet-
namese of their military gains.

8) Statutory basis for the
Commission on Industrial
Relations, headed by Wood-

A GLC spokesman told
Workers Press yesterday that,
as yet, no request for the use

Stalinists ‘appreciated’| Ambulance

cock and Paynter.

These proposals, taken in line
with the Tory Bow Group
proposals for an end to tax
rebates and supplementary
benefit for strikers and the
call of the newspapers for
an instant strike-breaking
force, are a categoric warn-
ing to the working class
that there is no room for
manoeuvre and very little
time to lose.

With one eye on their rapidly
diminishing reserves and
another on the rapidly
accumulating pile of sewage
and rubbish, the Tories
know that the only way to
push down wages and in-
crease profits is through the
scourge of unemployment
and the bludgeon of anti-
union legislation.

They also know that the only
way to get the full col-
laboration of the labour
bureaucracy is to force
them to it by legislation, by
intimidating them with the
threat of jail and fines.

The Tories have neither fear
nor respect for leaders who
refuse stubbornly to
mobilize the working class
for a2 decisive fight against
capital and instead preach
the community of class
interests and lull the work-
ing class into a state of
complacency with their talk
of ‘pressure’.

If the Tories rely on the trade
union bureaucracy, then it
is equally true that the
trade union leaders rely just
as much on the Stalinists
and revisionists within the
trade unions to carry out
this historic retreat and to
provide the necessary safety
;f_lzillves within the rank and

e.

Such a safety valve is pro-
vided by the Liaison Com-
mittee for the Defence of
Trade Unions whose sole
purpose, as illustrated by its
agenda for the November 14
conference at Beaver Hall,
is to confuse militant trade
unionists about the real role
of the trade union leaders
and their relation to the
Tory government and the
capitalist state.

These Stalinist distorters and
confusionists were the prin-
cipal defenders of the June
1969 compromise with the
Labour government from
which flowed directly the
defeat of the Pilkington
strike and GKN-Sankey.

Not accidentally, they refused
to support the Liverpool
conference to defend the St
Helens workers and fight
the anti-union laws on
October 3.

They publicly asked others
not to support it, as in ne
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without

yesterday .

The ‘Daily Express’ said

yesterday:

‘Troops should be called in
delay to man the
sewage stations deserted by
striking council employees.

‘There is no question of

“strike breaking”. A danger-

ous hazard to health exists
and it must be met. . .

‘The full resources of the
state must be used to protect
the public.’

In other words, the pub-
lic is being panicked into
fear of cholera and typhoid,
while the employers sit
back, threaten intervention
by troops, and wait for
these low -paid workers’
leaders to capitulate.

‘The Times’
‘Now there is to
be a painful struggle, which
in the national interest the

According to

local authorities cannot afford
to lose . .

. (Our emphasis.)

Clear

What the Tories always

mean by the national interest
is here made more clear than

usual !
Sewage or no sewage, the

national interest demands that

council workers must be
driven back to work as an
example to others, and as part
of the build-up to smash the
unions.

This, and not public health,
is the real reason why ‘The
Times’ says :

‘ there must be no
sensitivity about calling in the

troops wherever and whenever

that is necessary.

‘Now this situation has
been reached, says ‘The
Times’, ‘it seems necessary to
go through a trial of strength.

Wage inflation will never be

brought under control if the
employers always give way
when it comes to the point.

‘The government is fully
aware of this and is appar-
ently determined to stand
firm. They should be encour-
aged to do so.

If there is a danger to
public health, it is being
cynically used by the Tor-
ies, with all the risks of
death that are involved, to
defeat the low-paid council
workers.

Every class-conscious worker
knows how the Tories in 1925

systematically prepared civil-

ian volunteer forces to break
the 1926 General Strike, all
in the name of ‘emergency
supplies’.

Yesterday's ‘Daily Telegraph’

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 5

Liberation of

by ‘The Times’

PERHAPS the Stalinists of
the British Communist Party
would like to explain the
political meaning of the
attention paid to them by
yesterday’s issue of ‘The
Times’.

On its editorial page, ‘The
Times’ gives its full backing
to the Tory government in
any decision to use troops
to smash the council work-
kers’ strike and to advance
its preparations to smash
the unions. It welcomes a
‘trial of strength’.

On the page facing this
editorial, the paper carries
some 30 column inches on
‘The state of the Communist
Party in Britain: an appre-
ciation by Victoria Brittain
on its 50th anniversary’.

The Party is clearly seen
as having policies ‘almost
indistinguishable’ from the
Labour ‘left’, but is boosted
as having considerable in-
fluence in the trade unions
and consisting of people
who believe they have
‘unsullied ideals’.

The work of CP local

councillors in attending to
the complaints of their con-

stituents is highly praised.

All in all, the Stalinists
are, it is carefully explained,
not the slightest threat to
the Tory preparations ex-
pedited on the opposite
page.

Both ‘The Times’ and CP
industrial organizer Bert
Ramelson are careful to
avoid all mention of the
Workers Press and its
forthcoming six-day pub-
lication, or of the Socialist
Labour League and the All
Trades Unions Alliance.
They give a boost to the
revisionist and middle-class
‘International Socialism’
group, by indicating that
they are the only thing to
the left of Stalinism.

We ask the Stalinists
again.

Is there any explanation
for this loving attention by
Lord Thomson’s press, ex-
cept that it is actually part
of the employers’ plans?

It is giving a build-up to
political party which they
know long ago gave up
its revolutionary programme
and will be invaluable to
them in misleading militant
workers in the coming
struggles.

men join
strike

AMBULANCE men in the
NW, the Midlands and Lon-
don joined council workers
in their strike yesterday.

SE and parts of W Lon-
don were hit by a 24-hour
strike. Ambulance men in
Deptford, Camberwell, New
Cross, Lee and the Elephant
-and Castle came out against
the advice of their federa-
tion (FAP).

Services in Brixton, and
Chelsea were also affected.

Throughout the Midlands
ambulance men stopped
using radio except in ex-
treme emergencies and men
in Ashton-under-Lyne were
onllly dealing with emergency
calls.

Council
pays up

Ashton-in-Makerfield UDC
has supported the council
manual workers’ claim for a
£16 10s basic and has said
that they will be paying
this sum, with or without
the permission of the em-
ployers’ association, from
October 1.

Ceasefire mis-used by
Jordanians

GUERRILLAS CLAIM

FIGHTING has broken
out once again in North
Jordan around the pro-
vincial capital of Irbid,
the stronghold of the
guerrillas.

Government troops, guer-
rilla spokesmen alleged,
had used the cease-fire only
as cover to station them-
selves in the nearby hills.

Yesterday they attacked a
village eight miles north of
Irbid with tanks and ar-
moured cars.

Israel has turned down
Arab guerrilla demands to
release 35 commandos held
in her prisons in return for
the hi-jacked airline passen-
gers released in Jordan last
week.

The Popular Front for the
Palestine
(PFLP) submitted a list of
of 35 names to the Inter-
national Red Cross and to
the Israeli embassies in
Londen and Bonn.

The embassies returned
the letters unopened.

Meanwhile Arab bourgeois

rulers and their imperialist
and Stalinist friends are
cold-bloodedly determined
to wipe out, if they can,
every vestige of revolution-
ary action by the masses.

The Jordan government
of Hussein has announced
rewards of 5,000 Jordanian
(£6,000) on the heads of
guerrilla leaders George
Habash and Nayef Hawat-
meh.

By contrast, Yassir Ara-
fat, chief of the guerrilla
organization Al Fatah now
working directly with the
Arab  bourgeois-nationalist
leaders, gets very different
treatment.

‘We will deal only with
those who want to fight for
the liberation of Palestine
and not with those who
want to work against us.’

According to Odeh, the
guerrilla organizations of

Habash and Hawatmeh are
only ‘armed leftist political
parties’.

He certainly makes every-
thing clear: if the Arab
masses think that by fight-
ing with or supporting the
guerrillas they are fighting
to defeat imperialism, then
they will be disarmed
hunted down, and destroyed.

This is precisely what he
means by saying that ‘. . .we
will not deal with those
th want to work against
us.

Reaction as a whole sees
it very urgent to build up
Arafat as a popular bour-
geois-nationalist leader, now
that Nasser is dead.

They need someone whom
the masses will listen to,
but who is safe for im-
perialism and the Stalinist
bureaucracy.

of troops had been made to
the government—but that the
situation was being watched
closely.

Voluntary labour was being
used to keep the city’s sewage
pumping stations operating.

If the government decided

to call in troops to keep
sewage pumps going they
would be drawn from the
Royal Engineers, it was

learned later.

But at a mass meeting yes-
terday in E London, union
leaders outlined plans to end
this ‘scabbing’.

Raw sewage

In the WEST COUNTRY,
5,000 striking council workers
at Bristol have closed 220 city
schools, stopped refuse collec-
tion and shut the main sewage
works causing 50 million
gallons of raw sewage a day
to be pumped into the river
Avon.

Corporation officials were
meeting yesterday to review
the situation.

In WALES, council workers
were out in Cardiff, Newport
and Swansea where grave-
diggers stopped work.

Nearly 30,000 Welsh school
children were at home because
their schools were closed.

In the MIDLANDS manual
workers at the £17,500,000
Upper Tame Drainage Board’s
sewage works at Ninworth
walked out and sewage works
at Nottingham, Lincoln and
Derby were affected.

Dustmen struck at Walsall,
Warley and Dudley, and West
Bromwich dustmen are
expected to join them to-
mMorrow.

The NORTH-WEST was
affected for the first time yes-
terday, when 750 sewage men
walked out of plants in Liver-
pool, Wallasey, Stockport, St
Helens, Denton and Droyls-
den. The strike spread during
the day to sewage workers in
Holyoakes, Leigh, Atherton,
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BOLIVIA

Right-wing
generals
call truce

TWO DAYS after right-wing army officers
had raised the flag of revolt against the
Bolivian government of. President Alfredo
Ovando Candia, they yesterday called a truce.

This followed a meet-
ing with Ovando himself,
arranged by the papal
nuncio. Everything now
seems to point to a deal
in which Ovando makes
further concessions to
the right.

Workers’ and students’
leaders in Bolivia had called
yesterday for emergency
action to defeat the right-
wing military rebellion led
by General Rogelio Miranda
against Ovando’s more
liberal regime.

Conciliated

Ovando has swung sharply
to the right in recent months
in an attempt to conciliate
the army. :

The leading left-wing
cabinet ministers—Fuel and
Power Minister Marcello

Santa Cruz and Information
Minister  Alberto  Bailey
Gutirrez—have been pushed
out in a series of govern-
ment reshuffles in the last
four months.

The two ministers were
chiefly responsible for the
nationalization last May of

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

the US-owned Bolivian Gulf
Qil company.

But his government’s
rightward swing has met
powerful opposition from
the trade unions who ex-
pected further nationaliza-
tions.

Six killed

Last month, six people
were Kkilled in demonstra-
tions against Ovando’s deci-
sion to pay £32 million

compensation to the oil
company.
The demonstrations

brought to a head dissatis-
faction among right-wing
officers, who accused the
president of political inde-
cision, tolerating violence
and lack of a coherent
government plan to deal
with the working class.

treat before the Tory govern-
ment—it was made ‘in view
of the negotiating deadlock
and the present government
policy (including the threat
of legislation on collective
bargaining)’—and a move to-

wards withdrawing the national

claim altogether.

NATIONAL

To negotiate at ‘undertak-
ing level’, as the executive
urged, does not mean talks
with just one company—but
with a section of the National
Bus Company.

In other words, it means
taking on countrywide organ-
ization with a nationally-
coordinated strategy backed
by the strength of busmen in
only one area. .

Busmen in many areas have
already challenged the union’s
refusal to call full-scale strike
action.

Three one-day stoppages
have now taken place in
Leeds, Bradford and all de-
pots of the West Yorkshire
Road Car, West Riding Auto-
mobile and Yorkshire Trac-
tion.

HOLD LINE

Meanwhile union officials
have been busy trying to hold
the line against strike action
on the promise that negotia-
tions are to take place.

No action has been taken
by the unions over the use of
non-union private company
vehicles on strike days.

Yet the Leeds deport branch
of W Yorkshire Road Car has
called both for national
strike action in support of
the full claim and for the
T&GWU executive to recon-
sider its recommendation to
scrap national machinery.

A national strike call from
the joint trade union commit-
tee of United Automobile—
one of the biggest companies
in the country—has been
echoed by busmen throughout
the North.

TUC meets on Carr plan

Tory government proposals for anti-trade union legislation,
published by Robert Carr’s Department of Employment and
Productivity yesterday, are to be considered by a special meet-
ing of the Trades Union’s Congress’s finance and general
purposes committee—it’s ‘inner cabinet’—on Friday morning.
@ See What We Think and Late News.

e A o P o S et e

Let Dutschke stay
say Swindon engineers

THE SWINDON district
committee of the Amal-
gamated Union of Engineer-
ing and Foundryworkers
has passed a resolution
deploring the Home Sec-
retary’s decision to force
German student leader Rudi
Dutschke to leave Britain.

The resolution recognizes
this move as an attack on
the trade union movement
and requests that the AEF
executive council urge the

Home Secretary to allow
Rudi Dutschke to remain in
Britain and continue his
studies.

Ashton - in - Makerfield
Urban District Council,
Lancs, has also carried a
resolution deploring the
‘political intolerance dis-
played by the Home Sec-
retary in the case of Rudi
Dutschke and demanding
that he be allowed to pur-
sue his studies at Cambridge
University.
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AT THE present time
thousands of bus workers
up and down the country
are taking industrial
action in support of their
current wage claim.

For the 162,000 men and
women involved this is a
direct fight with the Tories
who have told the bus com-
panies not to pay any in-
creases because it is less than

12 months since the last
award.

Examinations by various
Prices and Incomes Board
reports have included muni-
cipal bus services, London
Transport, company buses,

platform and garage staffs, as
well as the working of agree-
ments in a number of areas
(Dundee, Gt Yarmouth, Wigan,

Rochdale, Belfast and Glas-
gow).
SINGLE-MANNING

The greatest emphasis has
been on the introduction of
single-manning and the con-
sequent ‘elimination of con-
ductors’.

The Labour government also
financed research and develop-
ment of purpose-built one-man
buses.

Just a few of the proposals
put forward in the PIB reports
have included:

® A cut-down on the time
buses spend at bus stops.

@ A speed-up of the runs be-
tween stops.

@ Elimination of restrictions
on standing passengers.

@ Extended use of part-time
labour.

@ Introduction of flexibility of
labour, with bus crews
doing garage work and
garage staffs doing platform
duties.

@® End of ‘rigid allowances for
breaks of one sort or
another.’

@ End of ‘rules controlling the
employers’ freedom to split
up working periods’.

@ End of union limitation on
speeds of vehicles and garage
rules which define the way
in which rosters should be
worked.

@ Introduction of work study
into all aspects of depot
work and where this already
exists, a re-examination and
a ‘tightening-up of slack
times’.

These proposals are in-
corporated in  productivity
deals .which the employers
want to see introduced every-
where.

However, the drive to attack
busworkers is not a once-and-
for-all affair. The employers
expect the run-down of jobs to
be a continuous process, and
the above measures constitute
the first step only.

Innovations which are
expected to contribute further
to the cut-back on jobs
include:

@® Larger one-man operated
buses (taking up to 100
passengers).

@ Installation of two-way
radios so that directions may
be issued at any time.

@® Planning of routes and
manning by computer which
can be programmed to fix
schedules and shifts to
operate with the minimum
number of buses and plat-
form staff.

@® Use of electronic eye bus
beacons to monitor the
movement of buses from a
central control point.

Also being examined is the
use of ‘flying squads’ of bus
inspectors in VHF-radio
equipped cars—as opposed to
having a series of inspectors
at points along the routes.

On the work-study front
the long-term aim is to replace
ordinary time study with the
pre-determined time system
Methods-Time-Measurement- 1
(MTM-1), which fixes a stan-
dard time for every working
movement.

This is a preparation for
turning all incentive schemes
into the Measured-Day Work
system.

Many of these methods have
already been tried out in some
areas.

That they are aimed specific-
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ally at cutting jobs was shown
in a letter to ‘The Times’ early
in September this year. The
chairman of London Transport
explained how it was proposed
to attack the labour-intensive
nature of the service.

He wrote:

‘We can undoubtedly in-
crease our present level of

eight hours on one charge. Use
of big articulated buses which
have also been developed in the
USA is being considered by
some authorities in Britain.

‘CATTLETRUCK’

Although buses are stated as
taking so many passengers,
there is no way for the driver

~

Most authorities and com-
panies claim that bad services
are due to shortages of staff,
with some garages up to 30 per
cent below strength.

However, they know very
well that so long as paltry
wages and poor working con-
ditions prevail, such a situation
is likely to continue.

By virtue of their position—
living on pension and disability
supplements — they find it
utterly impossible to make
journeys to shops and hos-
pitals or to visit their friends.

efficiency by introducing pro-
ductivity measures and incen-
tive bonus schemes which
reduce our dependance on
large numbers of staff.’

Also planned was ‘the con-
version of all London’s 5,500
buses to one-man operation’.

The design and building of
buses has been one of the
most rapidly-changing sectors
of commercial vehicles over
recent years.

STANDARDIZATION

The special bus factory being
built in Cumberland by a
partnership between British-
Leyland and the National Bus
Company will, for the first
time, bring a standardization to
bus measurements which will
make construction a flow-line
process similar to car produc-
tion.

This will also mean a reduc-
tion in the cost of bus-building.
Another step has been taken
by Mercedes-Benz, who have
begun making buses with auto-
matic gear-boxes on the basis

~ that drivers of single-manned

vehicles have so many other
operations to control that the
actual driving movements must
be kept to a minimum.

In the USA Westinghouse is -

now making a battery-driven
bus which can run for up to

of a single-decker ‘cattle-
truck’, which officially takes 32
seated passengers and 34
standing, to know just how
many he has got aboard.

The turnstile system checks
how many enter, but there is
no check on how many get off
so that he can see how many
to allow on. He certainly has
no time to count heads.

In this situation passengers
continue to cram on well be-
yond the limits stated in the
bus. Tempers fray, and lack of
a conductor to control the
crowd and help the aged and
infirm, leads to more pressure
on the driver.

In fact, it is ludicrous for
the makers to talk about 80
and 90-passenger buses. With
the elimination of the ‘no-
standing’ rules and with the
driver in no position and with
no time to check, there could
be well over the stipulated
numbers in rush-hour con-
ditions.

SERVICES CUT

The deterioration in services
over recent years has been
enormous. The number of bus-
men has fallen in ten years
from 250,000 to 162,000 and
bus services in major towns
have been cut by a quarter—
in London from 10,000 in 1953
to 5,500 at present.

This is decidedly to their
advantage as it is considerably
easier for employers to elimin-
ate unfilled jobs than it is to
try and sack workers.

For this reason it actually
pays them to maintain poor
wages and ‘staff shortages’ as
a basic policy.

REST-DAY WORKING

Certainly the job is bad
enough; it can include 4.30
a.m. starts, 12-hour spread-
overs; rest-day working, keep-
ing schedules in increasing
traffic congestion and in all
weathers, and having to do
masses of overtime to get a
living wage. Platform staff face
a permanent health hazard
from the fume-laden atmo-
sphere.

PIB figures show that fares
rose by 70 per cent between
1953 and 1964. Since then they
have continued to rocket, some
doubling, then doubling again.
The aim of the companies is
clearly a 1ls minimum to be
introduced as soon as possible,
with all subsequent stages a
1s a time.

To put up short-distance
fares in this way is particularly
vindictive as it hits at pen-
sioners and cripples who, of
necessity, must take a bus,
even over short distances.

No one should be fooled for
an instant into thinking that it
is wage demands that are
leading to high fares and cut
services.

These are specific policies of
the employers and the Tories
who are determined to do
away entirely with the concept
that transport should be a
service to those who use it.

Their only consideration is
how to make money out of the
workers’ need to get from one
place to another and to cut any
routes which are ‘un-
economical’.

SHARP RISES

Sharp rises in fares, forcing
the workers to walk distances
they would normally ride, adds
to the figures for the decline
in passenger bus journeys
which the employers glibly use
to prove that services can be
cut again.

At the present time, 64,000
municipal and 98,000 company
busmen are demanding a £20-
a-week minimum basic wage.

The wages of municipal
drivers range between £15 14s
and £15 17s. Other staff get as
little as £14 12s. The Trans-
port and General Workers’
Union leadership has com-
pletely supported productivity
deals and single-manning.

It was the busworkers acting
through the union who, in
1948, virtually eliminated
single-manning from Central
London and many other areas.

In 1967, the T&GWU

- leadership reversed this policy

and agreed to single manning
in return for ‘agreed-rewards’.
In some cases this involved a
10s-a-week bonus payment to
drivers, (the companies were
saving £1,500 a year on each
bus by elimination of con-
ductors rotas).

Now, at a time when a
united fight against Tory
attacks, both on wages and
public services is a vital neces-
sity, the T&GWU Executive
Committee proposes to break
up the struggle into local
areas.

LOCALIZED

The fact is, the employers’
fundamental policy has been
to localize negotiations, be-
cause, with the different levels
of mechanization, conditions—
and militancy — in different
areas it is absolutely impos-
sible to introduce one produc-
tivity deal on a national basis.

The busmen must win their
claim for a better wage.

At the same time, the ser-
vice must be defended.
Worsening conditions on the
roads put an impossible bur-
den on drivers and it is

VWORKERS FIGHT
TORY WAGE FREEZE

criminal to introduce single-
manning in this situation.

It is a fundamental working-
class right to have adequate
bus services. (The employers
who propose the cuts travel in
their own cars, often chauffeur-
driven, anyway.)

SUPPORT

It is in every worker’s
interest to support the busmen.

Busmen must demand:

@ A united all-out action for
the £20 basic, without
strings.

@® Defend the service — No
cuts, no single-manning.

@® Improved holidays and
shorter hours to encourage
recruitment.

@ All basic pay to be tied to
the cost of living.,

@® Complete opposition to pro-
ductivity deals and their
methods.

@® Unite with all workers to
defend the public services
and to defeat the Tories and
get them out of office.

Essential to this policy is
the fight for a new leadership
in the union which will not
betray the rights of workers
but which will stand for
socialist policies of extending
nationalization and will fight
for workers’ control.
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Martin Balsam as

Col. CATHCART

Richard Benjamin as

Major DANBY

Buck Henry as
Lt. Col. KORN

Orson Welles as

Gen. DREEDLE

SN
Anthony Perkins as

Chaplain TAPPMAN

CATCH 22 REVIEWED BY BEN JONES

- Lavish disguise
of Yossarian’s

i

walk in Rome

CAPTAIN YOSSARIAN played by Alan Arkin.

BBC 1

6.00 NATIONWIDE. London.

Electrical Championship.
10.45 24 HOURS.

11.40 Weather.

‘1 All regions as above except:

Midlands, E Anglia: 6.00-6.45 Nation-
wide, Midlands today. Look East,
weather. 11.42 News, weather.

North, NE, NW, Cumberland and
Westmorland: 6.00-6.45 Nationwide.
Look North, weather. 11.42 News,
weather.

Wales: 5.20-5.50 Telewele. 6.00-6.45
Wales today. Nationwide. Weather.

BBC 2

11.00-11.20 a.m. PLAY SCHOOL.
7.30 p.m. NEWSROOM. Weather.

8.50 WHEELBASE.

10.35 NEWS ON 2 and weather.
10.40 LATE NIGHT LINE-UP.

TV

ITN.
6.02 TODAY.

undercover agent
diamond dredger.

and Bob Todd.

worth, Isobel
Michael Goodliffe.
10.00 NEWS AT TEN.

Supermac’.

CHANNEL: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.00
Puffin’s  birthday  greetings. 4.10
Enchanted house. 4.25 Nanny and
the professor. 4.55 London. 6.00 News,
weather. 6.10 Police file. 6.15 Look-
around. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Movie:
‘The Ride Back’. With Anthony Quinn
and William Conrad. 9.00 London.
11.45 Aquarius. 12.25 Gazette. 12.30
News, weather.

9.15 a.m.-12.25 p.m. Schools. 12.40 Cynan: llanc o lyn. 1.30 Watch
with mother. 1.45-1.53 News and weather. 2.05-2.25 Schools. 4.20
Play school. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55 Vision on. 5.20 Marine boy. 5.44
The magic roundabout. 5.50 News and weather.

6.45 TRANSWORLD TOP TEAM. International top of the form.

7.05 Z CARS. ‘A Big Shadow’. Part two.

7.30 THE LAUGH PARADE. ‘As Long as They're Happy'. With
Jack Buchanan and Janette Scott. The impact of an American
pop istar on a British household.

9.00 THE NINE O’'CLOCK NEWS and weather.

9.20 ‘EVEREST 1924: THE MYSTERY OF MALLORY AND IRVINE'.
Tuesday's documentary about an ill-fated expedition.

10.10 THE HORSE OF THE YEAR SHOW. Featuring the Philips

11.20 VIEWPOINT. ‘The Twilight People’. Alcoholics.

REGIONAL BBC

6.45-7.05 Heddiw. 9.20-10.10 The
changing years. 11.42 Weather.
Scotland: 6.00-6.45 Reporting Scot-
. land. Nationwide. 11.20-11.45 Scot-
tish viewpoint. 11.45 News, weather.
N Ireland: 6.00-6.45 Scene around six,
weather. Nationwide. 11.42 News,
weather. . .
SW, South, West: 6.00-6.45 Nation-
wide. Points West. South today.
Spotlight SW, weather. 11.42 News,
weather.

8.00 FLOODLIT RUGBY LEAGUE. BBC 2 trophy.
9.20 MENACE. ‘Good Morning, Yesterday!l’ New thriller series.

11.00 a.m.-3.00 p.m. Schools. 3.50 Mad movies. 4.17 Hatty town.
4.30 Crossroads. 4.55 Bright’s boffins. 5.20 Magpie. 5.50 News from

6.25 THE GHOST AND MRS. MUIR.
6.55 THE TUESDAY FILM. ‘Coast of Skeletons’. With Richard

Todd, Dale Robertson, Marianne Koch and Derek Nimmo. An
is hired to investigate the

loss of a

8.30 CRIBBINS. With Bernard’ Cribbins, Sheila Steafel, Tim Barrett
9.00 ARMCHAIR THEATRE. ‘The Company Man’. With Peter Bark-
Black, Edwin Richfield, Tom Chadbon and
10.30 THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY. ‘The Rise and Fall of
11.45 PEOPLE TO PEOPLE. Presents Holland.

12,15 a.m. IN YOUR INTEREST. Professor John Yudkin talks about
research in the field of nutrition.

REGIONAL 1TV

WESTWARD. As Channel except: 3.58
News. 4.00 Gus Honeybun. 6.00
Diary. 12.30 Faith for life. 12.35
Weather.

SOUTHERN: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.00
Houseparty. 4.15 Enchanted house.
4.30 London. 6.00 Day by day. 6.40
Love American style. 6.50 Film: ‘The
Lady Killers’. With Alec Guinness,

Cecil Parker, Herbert Lom and Peter
Sellers. Ealing comedy about a gang
of criminals planning a bank rob-
bery. 8.30 London. 11.45 News. 11.55
Weather. Action 70.

HARLECH: 11.00-2.58 London. 4.18
Women today. 4.40 Origami. 4.55 Lon-
don. 6.01 Report West. 6.18 Report
Wales. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Bonanza,
8.00 Mr and Mrs. 8.30 London. 11.45
People to people. 12.15 Weather.

HTV (West) colour channel 61 as
above except: 4.16-4.18, 6.18-6.35
Report west.

HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 as
Y dydd

above except: 6.18 ydd.

HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except: 6.01-6.18 Y
dydd. 10.30-11.45 Dansylw.

ANGLIA: 10.58-3.00 London. 4.30
News. 4.40 Enchanted house. 4.55
London. 6.00 About Anglia. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 ‘Action of the Tiger’.
With Van Johnson, Martine Carol and
Herbert Lom. . London. 11.45
NYPD. 12.13 Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 11.00-2.35 London.
3.50 Your stars tomorrow. 3.52
Women today. 4.10 Peyton Place. 4.40
Origami. 4.50 Owl service. 5.15 Lon-
don. 6.00 ATV today. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 Movie: ‘The Tin Star’. With
Henry Fonda and Anthony Perkins. A
former sheriff turns bounty hunter.

8.30 London. 11.45 Better driving,
weather.
ULSTER: 11.00-2.35 London. 4.30

Romper room. 4.50 News. 4.55 Lon-
don. 6.00 UTV reports. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Movie: ‘The Astonished
Heart’. With Noel Coward. 8.30 Lon-
don. 11.45 White line.

YORKSHIRE: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.15
Wind in the willows. 4.30 Matinee.
4.55 London. 6.00 Calendar, weather.
6.25 Nanny and the professor. 6.50
Film: ‘Geronimo!” With Chuck Con-
nors and Kamala Devi. Geronimo
escapes to Mexico and declares all-
out war on the United States. 8.30
London. 11.45 All our yesterdays.
12.15 Weather.

GRANADA: 11.00-2.35 London. 4.10
News. Peyton Place. 4.40 Origami.
4.55 London. 6.01 Six-o-one. 6.15 All
our yesterdays. 6.45 Film: ‘Mister
Cory’. With Tony Curtis, Martha
Hyer and Charles Bickford. A crooked
gambler wants to be respected by
high society. 8.30 London. 11.30 Four
just men.

TYNE TEES: 11.00-2.35 London. 4.10
News, 4.15 My three sons. 4.40
Enchanted house. 4.55 London. 6.00
Today at six. 6.25 Where the jobs
are. 6.30 Film: ‘No Sleep Till Dawn’.
With Natalie Wood, Karl Malden,
Marsha Hunt and Efrem Zimbalist.
8.30 London. 11.45 News. 12 midnight
Places which speak.

BORDER; 1.38-3.00 London. 4.10
News. 4.12 Telephone game. 4.40
Origami. 4.55 London. 6.00 News.

Lookaround. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
‘The Burning Hills’. With Tab Hunter
and Natalie Wood. A young couple
fall in love in spite of the violence
around them. 8.25 London. 11.30
Better driving. 11.55 News, weather.

SCOTTISH: 11.00-3.00 London. 3.40
Dateline. 3.50 Your stars tomorrow.
3.52 Women today. 4.15 Enchanted
house. 4.30 London. 6.00 Dateline.
6.30 Hogan’'s heroes. 7.00 Telephone
game. 7.30 Marcus Welby MD. 8.30
London. 11.45 Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 10.58-2.35 London. 3.52
Women today. 4.15 Enchanted house.
4.25 Patterns of folk. 4.55 London.
6.00 News, weather. 6.10 Tommy
Cooper. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 West-
ern: ‘Savage Wilderness’. With Victor
Mature and Anne Bancroft. A cavalry
scout tries to save his garrison from
the blunders of his Indian hating com-
mander. 8.30 London. 11.30 Better

- driving.

)
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CINEMA

SOME HOLLYWOOD
war films have come a
long way since Errol
Flynn used to defeat the
Japanese without getting
any blood on his uniform,
or theirs.

Outrages like ‘The Green
Berets’ still happen, but some
directors are beginning to
acknowledge that killing is
not something to be gloried
in, and that—while there are
causes which have to be
fought for — the death and
destruction which war neces-
sarily creates are both foul
and brutalizing.

Following quickly on the
much-praised ‘MkA%xSkH’' —
a film which, although it
recognized the squalor of war,
seemed to be preoccupied with
the congratulation of Ameri-
can ingenuity which enabled
men (officers) to have a rela-
tively good time in spite of
difficult conditions (the Korean
War)—comes “‘Catch 22’.

*

It is directed by Mike
Nichols, who directed a big
profit maker ‘The Graduate’,
and who has as a result been
allowed to make a film on
what looks to have been a
limitless budget.

It has a star cast, most of
whom give undistinguished
performances, and spectacular
scenes of Second World War
bombers.

This kind of lavishness
seems to me to be based in a
contempt for the cinema audi-
ence, the idea that people

won’t come unless what they
see is spectacular, and that
they haven’t the ability to be
interested in what the film-
maker has to say.

It is an idea which Holly-
wood still clings to, and is only
having to give up slowly and
painfully as the profits fall,
and companies cannot afford
to spend as much as they used
to.

*

The film is the story of
Yossarian, a bombardier in
the Second World War, on a
base on an island off Italy.

His squadron has to go on
regular and usually dangerous
bombing missions, Yossari-
an’s ambition is to Dbe
grounded and sent home out
of danger.

‘They’re trying to kill me,’
he says of the Germans to his
buddies.

He sees no point in that,
and spends his time thinking
of ways to get out.

Can he get sent home if he’s
crazy? he asks the doctor.
Sure he can, the doctor replies,
confirming that he must be
crazy to be flying on those
missions—but there is a catch
—Catch 22.

I§ he asks to be sent home,
he can’t be crazy. If he is not
crazy, he can’t be sent home.

The film is based on the
best selling book by Joseph
Heller, and it follows the book
in showing most of the char-
acters and most of the situa-
tions as extreme exaggera-
tions.

By this technique, the book
was extremely funny, but as it
went on it became more and
more serious, and more and
more horrified at the effects of
war.

Chehind 777 [VEWS

PERHAPS THE difficulty
with making a documentary
about pollution—as far as the
bourgeoisie is concerned—is
how to present the material
in a way that does not raise
awkward questions.

Over the last few years
there has been a wealth of
material, which has shown that
the continual drive to produce
commodities for profit trans-
lated into the unplanned mass
production has poured into the
air, water supplies and every
pore of man’s environment a
flood of chemicals that threat-
ens his continued existence on
this planet.

Pollution is profitable—but,
of course, it mustn’t be
repeated too often just in case
the ‘wrong’ conclusions are
drawn.

Problems

There is a way out. Eco-
logical problems affect every
aspect of man’s day to day life
—so take a few aspects, link
them loosely together, mutter
a few words about ‘urban
society’ and ‘the human con-
dition’ and you have a book or
a film that may or may not
make interesting reading or
viewing, but which cannot but
leave you with the feeling that
it’s really God’s will that it all
came about and that nothing
much can be done outside a
few adjustments here and
there.

That just about sums up the
last TV offering on the subject
which looked as if it might say
something, but managed to
drag on for an hour with a
few cliches, some pretty pic-

tures and a couple of pop
songs.

This was the award-winning
‘Pollution is a matter of
choice’, a ‘white paper’ from
the American National Broad-
casting Company.

How was the illusion pre-
served in this particular case?

Machiasport is a small town
on the East Coast of the
United States in the State of
Maine. The scenery is beauti-
ful, but there is no work for
its inhabitants except farming
or the fishing industries.

Fourteen per cent live below
the poverty level and get free
handouts of food.

Eleven per cent are un-
employed and youth usually
leave to work in the big cities.
Two-thirds of the farmers earn
less than $3,000 a year.

Get the picture? No pollu-
tion, but no jobs.

Meanwhile in Alaska, work
is continuing on the huge oil
strike which promises to fulfill
the domestic needs of the US.

We are told that 600 million
gallons of petrol a day will be
needed this year and 800 mil-
lion gallons by 1980.

Huge supertankers, like the
USS Manhattan, carrying
300,000 tons of crude oil, plan
to crash their way through the
ice-bound North West Passage
—if the oil companies get their
way—and end their journey at
Machiasport which happens to
have a bay deep enough to
hold them.

With the tankers come the
refineries and the petro-
chemical plants . . . and pollu-
tion. There is also the promise
of 3,000 jobs over a period of
ten years.

The picture becomes plainer.
Pollution means jobs.

The film tries to retain the
humour and the seriousness,
but in the end one is left
wondering whether it has any
courage Or any convictions.

It goes some of the way. It
makes some attempt to show
Yossarian developing from a
man who just wants to get
away from it all, to a man who
is sickened and disgusted not
just by the awful suffering that
war entails, but also by the
terrible corruption which it
breeds.

Slowly, he realizes that he
has to contend not only with
the German anti-aircraft fire,
but also with the total cor-
ruption of his superior officers.

They are shown making a
fortune out of black-market
trading in partnership with one
of Yossarian’s fellow officers,
an archetypal capitalist dealer
called Milo Minderbinder, even
to the extent of doing a deal
with the Germans to bomb
their own airfield; and they
are also shown ruthlessly pur-
suing their own self aggran-
disement to the extent of
ordering raids on helpless vil-

lages, just to get good tight ‘

bombing patterns on the aerial
photographs.

x

To most of these events, the
reader or the cinema viewer
is able to react by dismissing
them as absurd exaggerations.

But all the time the evil
logic of the capitalist system
is being brought home to him.

The book brings that point
home harder and harder as it
goes on, byt the film backs
away.

The most important section
of the book deals with a trip
Yossarian ‘makes to Rome to

tell the prostitute fiance of a
pilot that he has been killed.

Yossarian cannot find her,
and wanders through the
streets. At every corner, he
finds a new and horrifying
human tragedy, and the quality
of the writing enables the
reader to experience what Yos-
sarian experiences—disgust not
only of the effects of the war,
but also those of the system
he is fighting to defend.

*

He is reminded all the time
‘of all the shivering stupefying
misery in a world that never
yet had provided enough heat
and food and justice for all
but an ingenious and unscru-
pulous handful. What a lousy
earth! He wondered how many
people were destitute that
same night even in his own
prosperous country, how many
homes were shanties, how
many husbands were drunk
and wives socked, and how
many children were bullied,
abused or abandoned. How
many families hungered for
food they could not afford to
buy?’

The film deals with this
incident differently, and it is
significant that this is the place
where the major change from
the book takes place.

It lapses from human experi-
ence to melodrama. When he
gets to Rome, Yossarian finds
that all the brothels have been
forcibly taken over by Milo
Minderbinder (What's good for
Milo Minderbinder Enterprises
is good for the country!).

He goes to find the girl in
the the only existing brothel,
walks by a never ending
queue of GIs and finds that
even his own girl friend is
working for Milo.

Milo himself is shown driv-
ing through the streets with
an armed escort, and is repre-
sented as some kind of fascist
dictator.

Yossarian’s walk through the
streets is cut down to almost
nothing, and the few incidents
which take place there are
coldly symbolic.

The director seems to be
saying that he has gone far
enough.

He has said something
people may be able to under-
stand in their heads. To give
them the opportunity of relat-
ing it to their experience is
too dangerous for him.

The major inadequacy of
both the book and the film,
however, is that neither make
any analysis of why things are
the way they are, or how they
can be changed.

Yossarian comes to know
very well that peace is not
going to do anything about
the’things that hurt him most.

He exists in a state of pain
and near impotence. That is
his Catch 23. What he needed
was Marxism. It would have
enabled him to understand.

Director
MIKE
NICHOLS

A matter
of choic

The point is made again and
again.

Protests prevented the
world’s largest airport from
being built on the edge of the
Everglades in Miami, Florida,
an area which harbours many
different species of wild life.

It also meant 70,000 jobs
less in a state where the
population is increasing at a
rate which will double it in
ten years.

Easy access

In any case, says the com-
mentator, another airport is
urgent. People unreasonably
want easy access to such facili-
ties without having them on
their dgorstep.

Finally, a“"tHook at Gary,
Indiana, a steel town—°‘2,500
acres of blast furnaces and
slagheaps’—providing a living
for 30,000 families and pro-
ducing seven million tons of
steel and 36,000 tons of soot
a year.

So take your choice.

‘This is the price for sur-
vival and then affluence.
Trapped in a landscape of our
own making. We cannot go
back to that pre-technological
time. If we fail to adapt, we
may disappear like the dino-
saurs.’

The choice is starvation or
poison. But there are a few
thoughts to mull over while
you wheeze your affluent way
through the daily labours.

‘What is progress? Do our
institutions, conceived in
simpler (!) times, have the
vision, etc., etc?’

So remember—‘stop having
babies or give up machines’.

As I said, the photography
wasn’t bad.

Gimmicks
galore

TRADE UNIONISTS
familiar with the role of the
capitalist press during strikes

and other  working-class

struggles usually and rightly

treat it with great caution,
and try and keep the press as
far away as possible.

The ‘publicity level’ of the
1969 teachers’ strike, however,
was deliberately kept up by
the National Union of
Teachers’ publicity depart-
ment.

The various gimmicks used
to achieve this are described
in a booklet published Ilast
week by the National Union of
Teachers called ‘The Teachers’
Strike 1969-1970°.

The author, Miss Toni
Griffiths, 24, is the union’s
senior publicity assistant.

Original ideas

According to the blurb
handed out with the book,
‘Although marches, demonstra-
tions, lobbies, leaflet distribu-
tions, and public meetings were
extensively used as platforms,
some very original ideas
emerged.

‘A giant New Year Card
was sent to the Prime Minister,
giving details of the teachers’
case, a double-decker bus was
hired and driven around Lon-
don bedecked with posters and
banners, parents stormed
County Hall, motorcades were
organized and local public
opinion polls organized.

‘Teachers took part in 24-
hour vigils, undertook social
work while on strike, rowed
boats, flying banners, down the
Thames, went to see the Prime
Minister and talked to the
newspapers about their per-
sonal difficulties in living on
low incomes.’

The gimmickry, as far as the
union leadership was con-
cerned, was quite deliberate.
Their aim was to pressure the
government into giving a little
more money for their interim
cost-of-living claim, while
holding back as far as they
could the thousands of teachers
who wanted to strike and were
not calied out.

Euphoria
But amid all the euphoria,
it should be remembered that
last year’s strike was only for
a cost-of-living increase.

The real battle—for a decent
salary structure — is still in
front. And with a Tory govern-
ment in office this will not be
won by gimmicks.

Nor, to judge from its re-
actions to the public em-
ployees’ pay battle, will the
Tory government be impressed
by another round of selective
strikes.

The teachers’ pay claim has
already been seriously threat-
ened by the -treachery of the
National Association of School-
masters, which submitted a
later and much lower demand.

Teachers need to prepare
for an all-out struggle against
the Tories, in conjunction with
all other workers, if they are to
win the pay scales they want.
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Food
shortages
forecast

SHORTAGES of meat and
milk this winter and rocketing
prices of most farm products
could follow from the severe
problems racking the agri-
cultural -industry.

Sharp increases in the cost
of farm machinery and ferti-
lizers over recent months are
now followed by a rise in the
price of animal feeds.

This is said to be due to a
failure in the US maize har-
vest seriously attacked by a
new fungus disease.

Concentrates

The major changes in animal
and dairy production over
recent years have included a
trend towards less use of con-
ventional pasturing systems
and a heavy reliance on
brought-in feed concentrates.

With the rise in price—
—possibly by as much as 33
per cent—the small farmers
will be faced with no choice
but to slaughter an increasing
number of animals as the
winter progresses.

Many more farmers than
the 16-a-day already leaving
the industry will he forced
out.

. Farmers are urgently lobby-
ing for government aid and
the newly-formed ‘militant
farmers’ association’ claims
that nothing less than a £112
million ‘cash injection’ will
save the situation and prevent
a breakdown of food supplies.

Minister of Agriculture, Mr
James Priors’ remarks last
week on opposing the ‘mili-
tants’ indicate that the Tories
are less and less concerned
over the position of the small
farmers and major support is
unlikely to be forthcoming.

RADIOMEN’S
STRIKE
STILL ON

130 wireless operators at three
Post Office marine stations
were continuing their strike
yesterday over a pay claim.

The stations, which handle
calls from world and coastal
shipping, are in Devon, Somer-
set and Kent.

The operators say that more
pay is desperately needed to
attract recruits. One striker
had not had a day off since
September 6.

A Post Office workers’
union official was expected to
meet operators in Somerset
last night to ask them to
await a decision on their pay
claim, expected within the

EIGHT HUNDRED dele-
gates and rank-and-file
trade unionists voted unani-
mously in Liverpool on
Saturday for the widest pos-
sible campaign to reinstate
Pilkington’s St Helens and
Pontypool glassworkers and
to defeat Tory anti-trade-
union legislation plans.

The conference — con-
vened by the All Trades
Unions Alliance — raised

almost £400 in fees and
donations towards the vic-
timized workers’ organiza-
tion and hardship fund, and
after a lively and wide-
ranging discussion endorsed
the following resolution:

The Pilkington rank-and-

file committee warmly
thanks all those members of
the trade union movement
who have supported our
struggle against victimiza-
tion.

The action taken by the
Pilkington management en-
joys the full support of the

Ford men
not to
pursue

pay claim

WORKERS at Ford’s Dagen-
ham press shop have decided
not to pursue their claim to
be- paid at shift rates during
holiday periods until after the
conclusion of a new national
agreement next March.

The claim is to be shelved
o that the press shop can
concentrate on a fresh cam-
paign for wages parity planned
by shop stewards to coincide
with the national negotiations.

‘This decision means we are
all solid behind the parity
campaign,” one shop steward
told Workers Press after the
250-strong meeting in Dagen-
ham on Saturday.

The demand for shift pay
during holidays involves about
£16 a man each year.

Clerks stop

Jaguar models

PRODUCTION of Jaguar’s
Daimler Sovereign and dollar-
earning X]J-6 saloon cars
stopped and 1,000 assembly
men were laid off indefinitely
because of a pay strike by
docket clerks yesterday.
Clerks at Pressed - Steel
Fisher of Birmingham are sup-
porting 24 Coventry clerks in
their four-week official strike,
with the result that no car

bodies were being delivered

next fortnightsu BSC RI Qge ﬁ&actory.
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TUC ON CARR PLAN

The TUC General Council
is to hold a special meeting in
ten days time to consider the
Tory anti-union proposals.

It will have before it a
report ‘from the finance and
general purposes committee
which meets on Friday.

Finance committee members
may see the Minister before
the General Council meeting.

TUC  secretary Victor
Feather would not comment
on the anti-union consulta-
tive document. ‘It has taken
the Attorney-General three
months to produce this’ docu-
ment and I think we’re en-
titled to three days to consider
our reply’, he said.
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THOSE FINES—COURTS’
CONCERN
Government proposals to
‘fine’ unions and officials was
viewed with concern by a
.number of senjior county

court officials.

They see the plans as yet
another work-load on the
already sagging shoulders of
a courts system which is in
serious danger of breaking
down through the queue of
cases to be heard.

Registered as a newspaper at the

Post Office. Published by Workers

Press, 186a Clapham High Street,
London, S.W .4,

Printed by Plough Press Ltd. (TU),

180b Clapham gllvsvhftreet. London,

00— :

National campaign launched by

Pilkington conference

From our Industrial correspondent

Tory government in its
efforts to introduce its anti-
trade-union laws.

We thank all those trade
unionists who have helped
to make this conference a
success and ask you to help
us in the following ways:

1. Campaign to implement
a nationwide blacking of
Pilkington products.

2, Join in our demonstra-
tion through the streets
of St Helens on October
12,

Assemble at Queen’s Re-
creation Park, Boundary
Road, at 10.30 am.

3. Organize regional confer-
ences of trade unionists

A further 3,000 mem-
bers of the Draughts-
mens’ and Allied
Technicians’ Associa-
tion will be out of
work if the union
refuses to accept a
7 per cent pay-and-

‘productivity offer by

next Monday.

Employers in Scotland, the
NE and Midlands have already
begun hitting out at their
draughtsmen because they feel
the 110,000-strong association
is fully extended by the Rolls
dispute.

‘They obviously feel they're
in a position to challenge us
all over the country,” assistant
DATA president Mike Cooley
told Workers Press yesterday.

For the past 12 weeks,
DATA has been officially sup-
porting some 1,000 members
locked out by Coventry Rolls-
Royce for applying sanctions
to get an improvement in the
7-per-cent offer.

Yesterday 3,000 union mem-
bers in Bristol, Scotland and
Leavesden received individual
letters from the company giv-
ing them a week’s notice that
their pay and attendance will
be terminated from next Mon-
day if there is no move to
acceptance.

Laid plans

At the Leavesden plant—
near Watford, Hertfordshire—
there was a meeting in works
time to lay plans and set up
machinery for the struggle.

‘We 're preparing for a long
and major confrontation,’
Mike Cooley told us.

‘What’'s not- really been
brought out at all so far are
the kind of “strings” Rolls
want to attach to their offer.
These constitute a frontal
attack, a new level of attack.’

At Bristol, the company
wants acceptance of shift
working by DATA members—
néver previously expected to
do so-—along with work-
studied job times.

It is also demanding that
the union accept computer
systems which would transfer
machine-setting functions to
white-collar workers. .

These proposals are repeated
nationally — although not al-
ways in the same form.

Direct attack

Besides running counter to
the union’s policy of resisting
shift work and work study,
they constitute a direct attack
on other Rolls workers—par-
ticularly manual sections also
faced with a productivity
offensive.

Support for the dispute has
now come from DBristol’s
Amalgamated Engineering and
Foundryworkers’ district com-
mittee and from manual wor-
kers’ shop stewards in Scot-
land.

A defeat for DATA is
clearly essential to the crisis-
ridden Rolls-Royce combine’s
speed-up plans..

Production workers’ shop
stewards at Rolls’ Ansty,
Coventry, factory — who are
supporting the locked - out
draughtsmen by ‘blacking’
drawings produced during the
dispute, have already blocked
factory-wide  Measured - Day
Work proposals scheduled for
implementation on August 27.

But stewards at Coventry’s
Parkside plant are still only
giving moral support.

DATA’s ‘guerrilla’ - strike
tactic has helped to wall
manual workers off from the
draughtsmen’s struggle—Rolls’
latest moves urgently demand
that this isolation is ended.

Call on Confed

DATA'’s executive has called
on the 3} million-strong Con-

federation of Shipbuilding and

to hear our case and
mobilize the widest pos-
sible support in the fight
against the anti-trade-
union laws.

4. Raise funds to ensure
regular weekly finance
to help those who have
been victimized and to
meet the hardship
which is 1inevitable.
Taking part in the dis-

cussion were members of

the Pilkington rank-and-file
committee, leading car shop
stewards from -the Midlands
and NW, engineering
stewards from London and
the SW, Liverpool! seamen
and a fraternal delegate
from the locked-out Rolls-
Royce  draughtsmen at
Coventry.

BY DAVID MAUDE

Engineering Unions to con-
vene an emergency meeting to
discuss the company’s lock-
out threat.

Both the CSEU executive—
meeting in York on Thursday
—and the Amalgamated Union

ories prepare
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joins in the chorus of grateful
response to the sewage ‘emer-
gency’, as follows:

Corps

‘. . . the need for a Civil
Emergency Corps is real and
has never ceased to be.

‘Man on a crowded island

Paper strings

LONDON newspaper distribu-
tion workers were ending their
two-week overtime ban and
work-to-rule yesterday follow-
ing the acceptance of the em-
ployers’ 124 per cent offer by
Society of Graphical and
Allied Trades officials.

Previously they had been
offered 10 per cent.

Also agreed was a 30s pay-
ment from February 1 next
year tied to immediate talks
on ‘improving efficiency’ and
on methods of linking pay to
higher productivity.

CSEU must back DATA

‘Strings’ behind
Rolls assault

ENGINEERING employers in several key industrial centres are
jumping enthusiastically on the bandwagon behind Rolls-Royce’s
lock-out threat against draughtsmen.

of Engineering Workers, com-
prising DATA, the AEF and
the CEU, must lay immediate

plans to beat back Rolls’
vicious Tory-strengthened at-
tack on jobs, wages and
conditions.

with a_high standard of living
is vutma &8k ™ many forms
of blackmail. It seems natural
that he should do rather
more than just improvise his
means of self-protection.’

For all these very urgent
reasons, the local authority
workers must receive the im-
mediate support of every single
trade union and every section
of workers.

The Tories are now forcing
the pace with a vengeance.
They are taking advantage of
the betrayals of the trade
union leadership since the
General Election.

With the support of workers
in othér unions the wretchedly
underpaid council workers
can win their claim.

Legal noose
reatly for
unions

@ FROM PAGE ONE
Coventry Trades Council,
for fear that the TUC might
disaffiliate the Trades
Council! o

Since these people remain tied
to the perspective of ‘peace-
ful co-existence’ and refuse
to call for a campaign to
force the Tories to resign,
they are incapable of lead-
ing an effective struggle
against the Tory govern-
ment’s anti-union laws.

Their struggle is demagogic
and utterly phoney and it
will not be made any the
less reformist by the
presence of Lawrence Daly
at Beaver Hall.

We urge all workers who are
serious about fighting the
anti-union laws and Toryism
to support the policy out-
lined by the Socialist
Labour League and the All
Trades Unions Alliance in
their charter of demands
and to build the revolution-
ary alternative to Stalinism
in the trade unions.

Sydney, Sept. 30—Despite the
fact that the attempt to inject
a law-and-order issue into the
recent anti-Vietnam War Mora-
torium burst over the elector-
ate in a local by-élection with
all the force of a wet paper
bag, the government has not
given up trying to use the
anti-war movement to stir up
reaction.

This time the props used
were a Vietcong flag and the
Labour opposition leader Mr
Gough Whitlam’s statement
that young conscripts who
object to the Vietnam war
should register, but refuse to
serve. (The Australian Labour
Party is officially opposed to
conscription.)

Although the Labour Party
claims a majority of votes in
Australia it is effectively
barred from office by a co-
alition of the Liberal (Tory)
and Country Parties.

A Federal Senate (Upper
House) election is in the off-

Australian

LETTER

ing and the ruling coalition is
determined to whip up anti-
Labour feeling over the pro-

_test issue.

The usual hysterical note
has been thrown in by the
government and its supporters.

The Labour Party, accord-
ing to Country Party Leader
and Deputy Prime Minister
Mr John McEwen, is deter-
mined to bring an end to
parliamentary democracy and
replace it with an authority
established by disruption —
hence the street demonstra-
tions supported by the ALP,
according to Mr McEwen.

But once again the govern-
ment’s attempts at scaring the
silent majority, supposedly on
its side, could well backfire.

The Vietcong flag came on
to the scene when it was
featured in a photograph be-
hind Mr Whitlam seen ad-
dressing a meeting.

The picture was tabled in
Féderal parliament. This, said

Ttalian
sell

Trade union representatives
are to collaborate with gov-
ernment officials and the
Interministerial Committee for
Economic Planning (CIPE) in
drafting laws to provide a
non-contributory health ser-
vice and cheap housing, built
with private capital for the
next three years and then

public money.

Ferodo
strikers
suffer
sethback

THE NINE-WEEK strike of
200 maintenance engineers at
Ferodo’s . Chapel-en-le-Frith,
Derbyshire, factory has ended.

Settlement has been reached
on a productivity deal which
sacrifices two daily tea breaks
and accepts other productivity
terms.

In return the men-— who
originally demanded a straight
£10 wage rise—will get £8 16s
9d wage increase, bringing
their basic rate to £35 8s 3d.

In addition they face the
threat of redundancies.

Works director C. S. Clifford
announced last week that the
strike was obviously bringing
with it a long period of lost
orders which might never be
recovered.

A loss of large orders would
mean smaller productions,
needing fewer men, he told
the ‘Buxton Advertiser’.

What sort of scale, or even
if any redundancies were
needed, would not be clear
until the dispute was settled
and the cost mounted, he said.

Productivity and speed-up
terms accepted at Ferodo can
only increase the threat of
wide-scale redundancies.
Ferodo workers must be on
their guard against any manage-
ment attempt to implement
this redundancy threat.

Pre-conference
Cabinet

THE CABINET met yesterday
to continue the government’s
intensive review of public
expenditure prior to to-
morrow’s opening of the Tory

Party conference in Black-
pool.
Exactly what ‘economies’

are to be proposed has not
yet been revealed. But
Ministers in charge of spend-
ing departments which are not
in the Cabinet were also at
the meeting.

Big demand for

® FROM PAGE ONE
Oldham and Ashton-under-
Lyne.

+
Manchester schools were
closed by a one-day token

strike by caretakers and
cleaners.

100 per cent
Across the Pennines in
YORKSHIRE dustmen and

sewage workers were out in
Leeds, Bradford, Rotherham,
Halifax, Sheffield and Wake-
field, and Bradford experi-
enced a 100-per-cent stoppage
of sewage and refuse workers.

In the SOUTH, Luton,
Gillingham and the Prime
Minister’s home town Broad-
stairs were affected by the
stoppage.

Over 400 E London council
workers met union chiefs in
Poplar yesterday and
applauded demands to make

the London strike 100 per
cent.

West Newham  delegate
Harry Wilson said that he
isagreed with the tactics of
selective action and allowing
the maintenance of certain
services.

‘I am from the East End of
London and I've learned that
you don’t hit an enemy then
pick him up and apologise,
you hit him again until he
goes down,” he told a cheering
audience at Poplar’s civic
theatre.’

‘T think we should say this
from our meeting to our
official leader Jack Jones—for
Christ’s sake, Jack, make it
all out and lets get cracking!’

Picketed

Union representatives from
the Transport and General
Workers’ Union, the General

action

and Municipal Workers’ Union
and the National Union of
Public Employees warned
delegates that pumping sta-
tions would have to
strongly picketed.

It was here the first troops
would be sent and here that
the GLC was making its most
desperate effort to maintain
service with ‘scab’ labour.

NUPE’s Ron Keating said
that many other unions and
unionists were watching their
dispute. :

“This is not a fight for the
council workers alone, it is
a political fight for the whole
of the trade union movement
against the policies of this
Tory government’, he ended
to more cheers and applause.

The men hope for well 1,000
on their 10 a.m. march from
Tower Hill to County Hall,
where they will demonstrate
in favour of their claim for
a 55s rise.

So far the employers have
offered 35s.

Speed-up fight as
Tories attack

SHOP STEWARDS at the
British Steel Corporation’s
River Don and Associated
Works at Sheffield are nego-
tiating bonus increases for
most manual workers.

Production machinists, ham-
mer drivers, stampers and
ancillary crane drivers, slingers,
labourers and inspectors are
all involved.

The negotiations at
different stages for each
section of workers, but all
are tied to a productivity
points index, based on the
relationship of overall man-
hours worked to overall pro-
duction and linked with
greater flexibility and mobility
of labour.

The management wants a
position where workers can
only increase wages by accept-
ing further manpower cuts,
combined with the ending of
‘restrictive practices’.

Labourers, crane drivers and
slingers have been operating
this system for a number of

are

Lucas maintenance
men return to work

AFTER EIGHT weeks on
strike, maintenance workers
in the works engineers
department of the Lucas and
CAV factories, Fazakerley
near Liverpool, returned to
work at the weekend.

They were on strike for
a £5 straight increase, but
returned to work on the
basis of management’s offer
made four weeks ago.

This involves a £4 in-
crease which incorporates
rises already agreed on

before the dispute and pro-
vides for a year’'s pay
standstill.

Stewards recommended a
return by four votes to
three, and their recom-
mendation was  carried
by a shop meeting.

The decision was reached
a few _hours before an
appeal was to be made to
Lucas transport drivers to
support the dispute and
extend its effects to bring it
to a speedy and successful
conclusion.

BSC

From our Industrial correspondent

months, having accepted it on
the recommendation of their
stewards, many of them
Communist Party members.

In machine shops where in
the past ‘one labourer to one
machine’ has always been the
rule, ‘natural wastage’ since
the implementation of this
system has brought the ratio
nearer one labourer to four
machines, under conditions of
complete mobility of labour
from shop to shop.

Preparation

The stepped-up productivity
drive at BSC coincides with
Tory preparations to announce
their detailed plans for steel
denationalization.

The government is believed
to be considering a number

BSC YESTERDAY laid off
3,000 tin-plate workers at the
Corporation’s Velindre and
Llanelli plants in S Wales. 450
maintenance men at the fac-
tories walked out two weeks
ago against a productivity deal.
Unions involved in the strike
were meeting yesterday.

of ways in which this can be
done, ‘unscrambling’ the Cor-
poration — created under the
Wilson  government — and
handing back its most profit-
able parts to private investors.

Tory programme promises
to ‘progressively reduce’ state
ownership of the steel in-
dustry. Tory businessmen with

itchy palms are growing
impatient to have this plan
put into effect.

Alternatives under consider-
ation are believed to include
selling half the corporation’s
share on the stock exchange
and hiving off profitable sec-
tions, leaving the rest
nationalized.

The second ceurse seems
the more likely, as it will be

more profitable for the
investors.

Full ahead
Plans are likely to be

announced this week at the
Tory conferencé in Blackpool.
Meanwhile the BSC is going
full ahead with its produc-
tivity plans to make the
industry as attractive as pos-
sible to private capitalists.

Steel workers like those at
BSC’s Sheffield factory must
resist these Tory plans by
fighting against all attempts to
bring in productivity and
speed-up.

The Board already has Tory
government backing in hold-
ing down wages and executives
have announced that the
labour force is to be slashed
by 100,000 in the next four
years.

It comes as no surprise to
read in ‘Steel News’ that
Finance Managing Director
Wilfrid Molyneux considers
the Corporation must increase
efficiency by means of flexi-
bility and reduction of man-
power through increased
productivity.

unions
out

on reforms

ITALIAN trade unions have agreed ‘in principle’
with the government on reforms of health
services and urban housing.

BY DAVID BARNES

On this basis the Catholic
(CISL) and Social Democratic
(UIL) unions have renounced
all strike action for reforms—
despite the fact that no agree-
ment has been obtained on

the pressing questions qf
transport, education, agri-
culture, taxation and price

control — all included in the
original demands.

VALUELESS

In any case, as the last six
years of centre-left coalition
governments show, promises,
agreements and even draft
laws for reforms are valueless.

The basis of this betrayal
was laid three months ago
when CISL and UIL chiefs
took the lead in calling off the
general strike for reforms
planned for July 7 when the
previous centre-left govern-
ment, under Rumor, resigned
in open political blackmail the
previous day.

The stated policy of the
CGIL—the main, Stalinist-led
trade union—is still for action
on the outstanding demands.
But the reactionary core of
their line is the pursuit of
‘unity’ with their fellow CISL
and UIL bureaucrats.

The Stalinists followed them
in calling off the July 7 strike
and will certainly use their
betrayal now as an excuse for
retreat by the CGIL.

STIFFENING

The sell-out on the reforms
will mean a stiffening of the
struggle on wages and con-
ditions at shop-floor level.

Workers struggling to keep
up with inflating prices face
the manoeuvres of union
officials, who refuse to back
the struggle to enforce the
agreements made during the
mass strikes of last winter,
and accelerating repression of
militants in the factories.

At Verbania, in N Italy, a
strong force of riot police and
armoured vehicles arrived last
week to ‘ensure public order’.
The 2,000 workers of the
main factory there, the
Rhodiatoce textile plant, have
been on strike for almost a
month to enforce the national
contract signed in March.

In face of this provocation
they decided overwhelmingly
to reject the proposal of the
‘left’ Christian Democratic
Under-Secretary of Labour,
Toros, to go back to work
and start negotiations.

Toros’ intervention was at
the invitation of local union
officials.

[

BY AIR MAIL
)}

PAR AVION

the government is the Labour
leader speaking beneath an
eénemy flag.

The picture it seems was
taken by a staff member of
the Australian News and In-
formation Bureau, a body
whose job it is to give trade

. and migration publicity for

Australia overseas.

But it appears that -during
a demonstration in Canberra,
cameéramen, on Prime Minister

John Gorton’s orders, had
been busy taking pictures of
protesters — including Mr
Whitlam.

Mr Gorton’s use of the
ANIB to take what are ob-
viously contrived pictures has
created considerable wrath
and possibly destroyed any’
advantage—if one was gained
—from Mr Whitlam’s con-
scription statement.

But even more sinister are
the claims levelled at him by
the Labour leader that the
picture presented to the world
had also been doctored and
trimmed.

The ALP is certainly in

opposition to the Australian
involvement in Vietnam (in
the long run that might be
where the votes are), but pro-
Vietcong and pro-communist
——never.
WHILE tne capitalist govern-
ment 1s stil continuing 1ts
law-ana-order fight 1ts strong-
arm ally rrom tne demonstra-
tion, tne police torce, is also
conuinuing its good work.

Members ot the public, and
even some witnesses Wwho
arrived at Sydney’s Court of
retty dessions to hear charges
arising out ot the Moratorium
marcn, tound police barring
them irom entry. Inside the
courthouse every seat usually
occupled by litigants and
attorneys, and all seats in the
public gailery were occupied by
policemen.

This action has resulted in
a barrister seeking a contempt
ot court order against two
police 1nspectors responsible
tor the actuion.

Even if most of the news-
papers and all the right-wing
politicians have nothing but
invectives to level at those
who protest against the Viet-
nam war, the people of that
country have not overlooked
the eftort being made.

Radio Hanoi this week
broadcast a ‘sincere thanks’
from trade unionists to those
who organized the anti-war
demonstrations throughout
Australia.

The official N Vietnamese
Radio said in the broadcast,
monitored in Hong Kong, that
the Federation of Trade
Unions has warmly acclaimed
the action,

It also protested against the
‘savage repressions and mass

’

arrests of demonstrators . . .".

In a separate broadcast the
radio said :

‘The current anti-war move-
ment in Australia is providing
practical support for the Viet-
namese people’s anti-US fight
for national salvation . . .

WEATHER

General situation: A depression
over North Scotland will move
slowly east. All districts will have
a windy, showery day.

The showers will be more fre-
quent in the west and north and
will become heavy and prolonged
at times over Scotland, N Ireland
and N England, with perhaps some
sleet or snow over the Scottish
mountains.

The showers over the Midlands
and E England_ will be lighter and
less frequent. It will become cold
in the north, rather cold in the
south.

LONDON
Saturday, November 28

Plashet School
(nr East Ham tube)
Doors open 12 noon

Help the Young
Socialists make their

GRAND XMAS
BAZAARS

a great success

If you are able to sew, knit, paint and can make
goods for our bazaars. If you can give us jumble,
gifts, tins of grocery. Please contact Young Socialists
Bazaars, 186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

THE BAZAARS ARE AT:

LEEDS
Saturday, December 12

Corn Exchange
Leeds
Doors open 12 noon
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