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joins the
anti-Trotskyist
crusade

THE AUGUST 30 ‘Sunday Times’ supplement feature om 50
years of the British Communist Party is a direct attack on
Trotskyism, aided and abetted by those leading Stalinists
who collaborated in its production.

The feature proves that Stalinists like Palme Dutt approved of
the Moscow Trials, even though they knew Lenin’s old
comrades to be innocent of the charges heaped upon them.

But

it carefully refrains from any political analysis of the

trials and purges. For Stalin had only one target when he
staged the 1934 Kirov assassination, which then became
the pretext for all the subsequent frame-up trials and
purges. That target was Leon Trotsky and the Fourth Inter-

national.

Trotsky was the main defendant in absentia at all three Trials.
In each case, the theme, endorsed by the leaders of British
Stalinism, was that Trotsky had collaborated with im-
perialism to overthrow Soviet power and restore capitalism

in the USSR.

The feature tries to create the false impression that the Moscow
Trials are a thing of the past, in which the present leader-
ship are not implicated. Dutt and the 80-year-old Page
Arnot are presented as the leaders mainly concerned with
this phase of the Party’s history.

Party Secretary Gollan, who
servile Stalin worshippers
in the entire leadership, is
built up as a man who has
stood up to the Kremlin.

But the most fulsome praise
is reserved for the ‘active

young theorist’ Monty
Johnstone.
Johnstone, after joining the

Young Communist League
in 1940 at the age of 12,
became a member of the
Trotskyist Revolutionary
Communist Party in 1945,
and left it in 1946 to réjoin
the Stalinists.

We - asked
Workers Press of Novem-
ber 12, 1969, to explain his
record publiclyy. Was he
working in the RCP as a
Stalinist agent? We are still
waiting for an answer. And
naturally, the ‘Sunday
Times’ keeps well clear of
this delicate question.

His obituary to Stalin, written
for the YCL journal ‘Chal-
lenge’ in 1953, and his
justification of the Slansky
trial which sent 11 innocent
Czech Communist Party
leaders to their death in
-1952 are not touchéd on.

The role of ‘liberals’ like John-
stone is quite clear and
conscious. In his own words
he says:

‘I believe it is only the Com-
munist Party that can pro-
vide the kind of Marxist
leadership that is necessary,
but it has to find ways of
convincing young people
that it is a live, thinking,
Marxist party.’ )

The ‘Sunday Times' feature is
designed to do just that.
Johnstone, however, still
maintains his allegiance to
Stalinism intact. He upholds
the Kremlin crushing of the
Hungarian workers’ uprising
of 1956 as justified ‘by geo-
political considerations’, and
naturally defends the Stalin-
ist, anti-Marxist theory of
‘socialism in one country’.

Lord Thomson, the millionaire
reactionary owner of the
‘Sunday Times’ leaves no
stone unturned in his
attempt to discredit revolu-
tionary Marxism.

In a section devoted to ex-
Communist Party members,
Peter Fryer is given prom-
inence as a former editorial
worker for the ‘Daily
Worker', who left the Com-
munist Party after his dis-
patches from  Budapest
during the 1956 revolution
were suppressed.

He then became editor of the
newly-founded ‘Newsletter’,
the forerunner of the
Workers Press. Faced with
struggle to turn the paper
towards the working class
and the fight against the
Labour Party right wing,
Fryer deserted the Socialist
Labour League and, after
visiting Portugal to write a
book on that country, de-
vote himself to the study
of pornography.

This anti-communist is now
used by the capitalist press
against Marxism:

‘Where does this ex-Com-
munist go from King
Street? . . . Fryer did try
the Trotskyists for two
years but found them *“a
caricature of the Commun-
ist Party”.)

Stalinism and Trotskyism are
the same, says this rene-
gade.

The 15-year struggle of Trot-
sky against Stalinism, with
its purges, show trials, be-
trayed revolutions and
collaboration with the im-
perialists during the last
war, are placed on the same
level by Fryer. The victim
is equated with the exe-
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Feather meets Heath today

TUC looks
for Tory
ompromise

Johnstone, - in-

y

Talks
go on

THE Motor Industry Joint
Council—the national body
whose proposed settlement of
the GKN-Sankey strike was
shouted and voted down by
angry strikers at a mass meet-
ing in Wellington on Friday
(seen above)—is expected to
make another attempt to find
a formula for ending the three-
week-old dispute.

. The Council is Iikely to
meet today in Lonflon for
talks on the men’s claim for
a 4s 3d-an-hour increase in
basic pay.

Officials of the General and
Municipal Workers’ Union, to
which the majority of the
5,000 strikers belong, are to
meét shop stewards in Well-
ington tomorrow. The wunion
has also arranged a mass
meeting of its members to
take place before the factory
mass meeting on Friday.

Union officials are desper-
ately trying to ré-establish
control over the strike. Many
Sankey workers are now ex-
tremely wary of the official’s
efforts to reach a compromise
settlement. !

Last Friday’s strike meéeting
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GKN strikers
state case

® SEE PAGE FOUR

tary

Having ‘accepted’ the
Tory government, wel-
comed its ecomomic
approach and assured it of
his willing co-operation,
there is no reason to

assume that Mr Feather

will, at this late stage, dis-
may his friends in the Tory
cabinet.

Whatever Mr Feather
(and the Stalinists) may
think about his pet panacea
of ‘expansion’ and ‘high
wages', the Tories are in
too deep a crisis to give
his ‘plan’ more than a
cursory glance.

The Tory government faces
major decisions—and very far-
‘reaching ones —in order to

‘Model’
port
strike
spreads

THIRTY THOUSAND Rot-
terdam dockworkers are now
out on strike in support of
an unsettled wage claim.

The strike began a week
ago when 3,000 dockers
walked out and this quickly
drew support from the port’s
shipbuilding and engineering
industries.

Rotterdam has often been
held up as an example of a
strike-free port in contrast
with Merseysidé and London
docks,

Suharto’s Dutch
visit in doubt

PRESIDENT SUHARTO of
Indonesia yesterday post-
poned his state visit to Hol-
land after bitter clashes
between Indonesian students
and Dutch police erupted
outside the official residence
of the Indonesian Ambas~
sador in The Hague.

One policeman was re-
ported shot dead as students
occupied the embassy, tak-
ing the Ambassador’s family
and the embassy staff host-
age

Suharto, a notorious and
brutal reactionary, now
holds over 100,000 left-wing
political prisoners and is
responsible for the massacre
of many thousands of Com-
munists.

t week came the an-
nountement that 50,000
Communists are to be im-
terned on island concentra-
tion camps, in conditions
which amount to sentencing
many of them to death.

Before the decision was
taken to postponme the trip,
Subarto held an emergency
meeting with Foreign Min-
ister Malik (just returned
from Moscow) at the Presi-
dent’s private residence in
Djakarta.

If the situation in The
Hague is ‘normalized’, said
an Indonesian official, the
Presidential Party may set
out this evening.

All Trades Unions
Alliance Conference

MINERS

Sunday, September 6
Danum Hotel
High St
DONCASTER

FOR FURTHER DETAILS
WRITE TO: T. PARSONS,
61 DERWENT DRIVE,
FERRY FRYSTON, NR

CASTLEFORD, YORKSHIRE.

TRADE UNIONS can expect nothing

squalid compromise when TUC general secre-

Victor Feather meets Prime
Edward Heath today.

but a

Minister

The daily organ of the

Central Committee of the
Socialist Labour League

Feather

Heath

i

August Fund
goes over
the top!
Total raised

£1.034 19s G

WE NEEDED £299 14s 9d
and over the weekend you
raised £354 14s 3d, giving us
the magnificent total of
£1,054 19s 6d.

Many, many thapks for this
tremendous response.

This month, we not only
raised more than £1,000 over
the target for the Trotsky
Memorial fund, we completed
the Appeal fund and even
went over the top!

Thank you conce again for
this tremendous suport.

BY THE EDI'I:OF[ ]

ensure the survival of their
system.

Foremost amongst these is
the question of international
liquidity, which i3 constantly
being aggravated by the un-
precedented militancy of the
working class securing bigger
and bigger wage increases. In
response to this wave of mili-
tancy sweeping the capitalist
world, the employers have, up
to now, continued with a
policy of inflation.

This in turn has further
exacerbated the monetary
crisis, leading to depreciation
of currencies and dramatic
falls in profit rates with a
consequent  depression  of
equity prices.

All this has added up to a
lack of confidence amongst
financiers and industrialists,
and a considerable scaling
down of investment,

So when sections of the
Tory press moan about
wages causing stagnation
they lie. The only reason
for stagnation in Britain is
not wages going up — but
profit rateg coming down.
The employers are losing

confidence because of the
determination of the working
class to fight back.

Hampered

As the engineering

ployers prosaically stated :
‘The lack of sufficient re-
tained earnings [i.e., after
paying dividends and inte-
rest charges of course] to

em-

finance investment, together
with the general restraint
on credit, severely hampers

the efforts of industry to in-
crease productive potential.’
(‘Current Economic Problems
in the Engineéring Industry’,
August 1970.)

The Tories are extremely
concerned that the seasonal
factors now unfavourable to
sterling should coincide with
a declining rate of balance of
payménts surplus.

A continuation of this trend
could lead to a repeat per-
formance of November 1967,
but this time in an extremely
disadvantageous situation for
British capitalism.

Devaluation, without a de-
finitive settlemént with the
trade unions, fills all sections
of the Tories with apprehen-
sion.

The Tory Party right-
wing has decided that there
is no way out of the present
impasse except to increase
unemployment by intensify-
ing the credit squeeze and
to push through the anti-
union laws as quickly as
possible.

Their main aim is to ‘dis-
cipline’ the trade unions and,
as GKN and Linwood show,
to use tle bureaucracy against
the workers.

Competitive

The Tories’ aim is to use
unemployment to ‘freéze’ and
then cut wages in order to
make British exports more
competitive.

They are being driven to
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Pop
g0 the
beautiful
profits

BY JOHN SPENCER

THE ISLE of Wight pop
festival broke up—in more
than one sense—yesterday.
Groups of anarchists de-
manding ‘free music’ tore
down corrugated iron fenc-
ing round the field and gate-
crashed the festival.

Others sat on the downs
overlocking the arena and
got free music anyway.

The organizers, Fiery
Creations, claim to have
lost a lot of money on the
event.

They planned the festival
as what the trade calls a “rip
off’ operation: taking £3 a
head off the ‘gentle people’
for a three-day orgy of
idealism.

Not so gentle

The gentle people turned
out in force—and turned
out not to be so gentle
after all.

Contingents of ‘Hell’s
Angels’, complete with
swastikas, and a large team
of private security men
patrolled the grounds.

It took ultra-right reac-
tionary Tiny Tim leading
the audience .in ‘There’li
always be an England’ and
‘Land of Hope of Glory’ to
dissipate some of the bad
vibrations.

Creations organizer Ron
Foulk is quoted as saying:

‘This free music scene
makes me sick, but in a
way I suppose it's inevitable.
It may be that the spirit
which created the festival
—a defiance of convention
—is now about to destroy
the festival.’

But, as the ‘Sunday Times’
comments:

Bad vibrations

‘When the economics of
the affair dictate Alsatian
guard dogs, teams of
“heavies” in tie-dye shirts
and frantic calls to the
police, the bad vibrations
tend to drive out the good.’

Defiance of convention,
the stock-in-trade of the
idealist, is now a highly
marketable commeodity.

Escapists who hope to
‘drop out’ of the class
struggle and join the ‘gentle
people’ find themselves
caught in the same not-so-
tender trap.

Merchant banks and hard-
headed City capitalists, with
their fingers well into the
pop festival pie, are not in-
@® PAGE FOUR COL. 1

‘Peace’ talks
delay an
Israeli ploy

By our Middle East correspondent

THE ISRAELI cabinet postponed until today
a decision on the return of its representative
Tekoah to the New York ‘ peace ’ talks.

An extraordinary sess-
ion of the cabinet is taking
place, at which the appar-
ent division between Prime
Minister Mrs Golda Meir
and Defence  Minister
Moshe Dayan on the talks
is to be discussed.

It is reported that Dayan
threatened to resign if the
talks went on without alleged
Egyptian violations of the
cease-fire being taken up by
Washington.

While it is possible that
Israeli internal differences do
exist, the most likely explana-
tion of the delay in resuming
the talks is that it is aimed
at squeezing further conces-
sions from the Egyptians in
any final settlement.

Meir, who only returned
from Washington on Sunday,
stressed in a TV interview at
the weekend the basic friend-
ship between Israel and the
US, ‘no matter how serious
the problems over which we
have misunderstandings’.

'REVIEW

Nixon is meeting top-level
US officials to discuss the
Middle East today.

They are expected to review
ghe _prol:i:osals for a joint US-
oviet force to police the
Middle East.

Despite statements that such
plans were only ‘under con-
sideration’, Moscow has not
denied earlier reports that de-
ta.iis had already been worked
out, ’

‘Solidarity’
silence
on Nasser

THE ROGERS Middle East
plan, and its acceptance by
‘scme Arab states’ and the
Soviet Union, have been con-
demned in a resolution passed
at a public meeting in Lon-
don, called by the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign.
Speakers from the General
Union of Arab Students, the
Indian Workers' Association
and PSC itself, denounced
the ‘peace’ talks as a stab in
the back for the Arab revolu-
tion and the Palestiné libera-

tion movement, but avoided
any discussion of Nasser’s
role.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

SOUTH-EAST LONDON: Sunday,
September 6, p.m. Kerfield
Tavern, Grove Lane, Camberwell
Green. ‘The Tories and the unions.”

o

PRICE 6d..

Now
arms
SWOOp

in
Ulster

BY A
CORRESPONDENT
POLICE and troops

raided houses in the
Catholic Fall Rd district
of Belfast yesterday in one
of N Ireland’s biggest-yet
arms searches.

Ten people were arrested
after a search of more than 20
houses had revealed six pistols,
one shotgun, 1,500 rounds of
ammunition, ten hand-gren-
ades, three walkie-talkie radio
sets and material for making
a bomb.

Three unemployed labourers
aged 20, 19 and 21, were re-

manded in custody until
Friday in Belfast yesterday
accused of making petrol
bombs,

A 19-year-old youth was
also remanded in custody until
Friday charged with possess-
ing 1,000 rounds of ammuni-
tion and a revolver.

Undoubtedly emboldened by
the Stormont government’s
continued swing to the right,
the Royal Black Institution
ignored the recent ban and
paraded through Belfast on
Sunday and other Orangemen
marched in Rathfriland and
Omagh.

CORDON

In Belfast, troops cordoned
off Unity Flats when the
Orangemen went past.

The N Ireland government
yesterday announced the lift-
ing of the month-old drinks
curfew restricting liquor sales
after 8 p.m.

SOCIALIST
LABOUR
LEAGUE

Trotsky
Memorial
Meeting

GLASGOW

Partick Burgh Hall
ar Merkland St Underground

Starts 7.30 p.m.

Admission 2s.

Sunday
September 6

Leon Trotsky’s
last words:
‘I am confident of
the victory of the

' Fou‘rth International

Go forward’!

Trotsky Memorial Legtures

Monday, 14 September

“Trotsky’s struggle against Stalinism’

Monday, 21 September

‘Trotsky’s fight against revisionism’
BEAVER HALL
GARLICK HILL

Near Mansion House tube

Starts 8 p.m.

Admission 2s

Both lectures given by G. HEALY ({SLL national secretary)



A W hat we think

joins the
anti-Trotskyist
crusade

THE AUGUST 30 ‘Sunday Times’ supplement feature on 50
years of the British Communist Party is a direct attack on
Trotskyism, aided and abetted by those leading Stalinists

- who collaborated in its production.

The feature proves that Stalinists like Palme Dutt approved of
the Moscow Trials, even though they knew Lenin’s old
comrades to be innocent of the charges heaped upon them.

But it carefully refrains from any political analysis of the
trials and purges. For Stalin had only one target when he
staged the 1934 Kirov assassination, which then became
the pretext for all the subsequent frame-up trials and
purges. That target was Leon Trotsky and the Fourth Inter-

national.

Trotsky was the main defendant in absentia at all three Trials.
In each case, the theme, endorsed by the leaders of British
Stalinism, was that Trotsky had collaborated with im-
perialism to overthrow Soviet power and restore capitalism

in the USSR

The feature tries to create the false impression that the Moscow
Trials are a thing of the past, in which the present leader-
ship are not implicated. Dutt and the 80-year-old Page
Arnot are presented as the leaders mainly concerned with
this phase of the Party’s history.

' Party Secretary Gollan, who
servile Stalin worshippers
in the entire leadeérship, is
built up as a man who has
stood up to the Kremlin.

But the most fulsome praise
is reserved for the ‘active
young theorist’ Monty
Johnstone.

Johnstone, after joining the
Young Communist League
in 1940 at the age of 12,
became a member of the
Trotskyist Revolutionary
Communist Party in 1945,
and left it in 1946 to rejoin
the Stalinists.

We asked
Workers Press of Novem-
ber 12, 1969, to explain his
record publicly. Was he
working in the RCP as a
Stalinist agent? We are still
waiting for an answer. And
naturally, the ‘Sunday
Timés’ keeps well clear of
this delicate question.

His obituary to Stalin, written
for the YCL journal ‘Chal-
lenge’ in 1953, and his
justification of the Slansky
trial which sent 11 innocent
Czech Communist Party
leaders to their death in
1952 are not touchéd on.

The role of ‘liberals’ like John-
stone is quite clear and
conscious. In his own words
he says:

‘I believe it is only the Com-
munist Party that can pro-
vide the kind of Marxist
leadership that is necessary,
but it has to find ways of
convincing young people
that it is a live, thinking,
Marxist party.’ '

The ‘Sunday Times’ feature is
designed to do just that.
Johnstone, however, still
maintains his allegiance to
Stalinism intact. He upholds
the Kremlin crushing of the
Hungarian workers’ uprising
of 1956 as justified ‘by geo-
political considerations’, and
naturally defends the Stalin-
ist, anti-Marxist theory of
‘socialism in one country’.

Lord Thomson, the millionaire
reactionary owner of the
‘Sunday Times’ leaves no
stone unturned in  his
attempt to discredit revolu-
tionary Marxism.

In a section devoted to ex-
Cominunist Party members,
Peter Fryer is given prom-
inence as a former editorial
worker for the ‘Daily
Worker’, who left the Com-
munist Party after his dis-
patches from  Budapest
during the 1956 revolution
were suppressed.

He then became editor of the
newly-founded ‘Newsletter’,
the forerunner of the
Workers Press. Faced with
struggle to turn the paper
towards the working class
and the fight against the
Labour Party right wing,
Fryer deserted the Socialist
Labour League and, after
visiting Portugal to write a
book on that country, de-
vote himself to the study
of pornography.

This anti-communist is now
used by the capitalist press
against Marxism:

‘Where does this ex-Com-
munist go from King
Street? . . . Fryer did try
the Trotskyists for two
years but found them “a
caricature of the Commun-
ist Party”. -

Stalinism and Trotskyism are
the same, says this rene-
gade.

The 15-year struggle of Trot-
sky against Stalinism, with
its purges, show trials, be-
trayed revolutions and
collaboration with the im-
perialists during the last
war, are placed on the same
level by Fryer. The victim
is equated with the exe-
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Talks
go on

THE Motor Industry Joint
Council-—the national body
whose proposed settlement of
the GKN-Sankey strike was
shouted and voted down by
angry strikers at a mass meet-
ing in Wellington on Friday
(seen above)—is expected to
make another attempt to find
a formula for ending the three-
week-old dispute.

. The Council is likely to
meéet today in Lonflon for
talks on the men’s claim for
a 4s 3d-an-hour increase in
basic pay. .

Officials of the General and
Municipal Workers’ Union, to
which the majority of the
5,000 strikers belong, are to
meét shop stewards in Well-
ington tomorrow. The union
has also arranged a mass
meeting of its members to
take place before the factory
mass meeting on Friday.

Union officials are desper-
ately trying to re-establish
control over the strike. Many
Sankey workers are now ex-
tremely wary of the official’s
efforts to reach a compromise
settlement. ,

Last Friday's strike méeting
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GKN strikers

Case

® SEE PAGE FOUR
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TUC look
for Tory
compromi

TRADE UNIONS can expect nothing

Edward Heath today.

Having ‘accepted’ the
Tory government, wel-
comed its economic
approach and assured it of
his willing co-operation,
there is no reason to

assume that Mr Feather

will, at this late stage, dis-
may his friends in the Tory
cabinet.

Whatever Mr Feather
(and the Stalinists) may
think about his pet panacea
of ‘expansion’ and ‘high
wages’, the Tories are in
too deep a crisis to give
his ‘plan’ more than a
cursory glance.

The Tory government faces
major decisions—and very far-

‘reaching ones —in order to

‘Model’
port
strike
spreads

THIRTY THOUSAND Rot-
terdam dockworkers are now
out on strike in support of
an unsettled wage claim.

The strike began a week
ago when 3,000 dockers
walked out and this quickly
drew support from the port’s
shipbuilding and engineering
industries.

Rotterdam has often been
held up as an example of a
strike-free port in contrast
with Merseysidé and London
docks.

Suharto’s Dutch
visit in doubt

PRESIDENT SUHARTO of
Indonesia yesterday post-
‘poned his state visit to Hol-
land after bitter clashes
between Indonesian students
and Dutch police erupted
outside the official residence
of the Indonesian Ambas-
sador in The Hague.

One policeman was re-
ported shot dead as students
occupied the embassy, take-
ing the Ambassador’s family
and the embassy staff host-
age

Suhbarto, a notorious and
brutal reactionary, now
holds over 100,000 left-wing
political prisoners and is
responsible for the massacre
of many thousands of Com-
munists.

t week came the an-
nountement that 50,000
Communists are to be in-
terned on island concentra-
tion camps, in conditions
which amount to sentencing

many of them to death.

Before the decision was
taken to postpone the trip,
Subarto held an emergency
meeting with Foreign Min-
ister Malik (just returned
from Moscow) at the Presi-
dent’s private residence in
Djakarta.

If the situation in The
Hague is ‘normalized’, said
an Indonesian official, the
Presidential Party may set
out this evening.

All Trades Unions
Alliance Conference

MINERS

Sunday, September 6
Danum Hotel
High St
DONCASTER
FOR FURTHER DETAILS
WRITE TO: T. PARSONS,
61 DERWENT DRIVE,

FERRY FRYSTON, NR
CASTLEFORD, YORKSHIRE.

Feather meets Heath today

but a
squalid compromise when TUC general secre-

Victor Feather meets Prime Minister

The daily organ of the

Central Committee of the
Socialist Labour League

-
Feather

August Fund
goes over
the top!

Total raised
£1.054 135 6d

WE NEEDED £299 14s 9d
and over the weekend you
raised £354 14s 3d, giving us
the magnificent total of
£1,054 19s 6d.

Many, many thanks for this
tremendous response.

This month, we not only
raised more than £1,000 over
the target for the Trotsky
Memorial fund, we completed
the Appeal fund and even
went over the top!

Thank you once again for
this tremendous suport.

BY THE EDI'I;OR I

ensure the survival of their
system.

Foremost amongst these is
the question of international
liquidity, which is constantly
being aggravated by the un-
precédented militancy of the
working class securing bigger
and bigger wage increases. In
response to this wave of mili-
tancy sweeping the capitalist
world, the employers have, up
to now, continued with a
policy of inflation.

This in turn has further
exacerbated the monetary
crisis, leading to depreciation
of currencies and dramatic
falls in profit rates with a
consequent  depression  of
equity prices.

All this has added up to a
lack of confidence amongst
financiers and industrialists,
and a considerable scaling
down of investment.

So when sections of the
Tory press moan about
wages causing stagnation
they lie. The only reason
for stagnation in Britain is
not wages going up — but
profit rates coming down.

The employérs are losing
confidence because of the
determination of the working
class to fight back.

Hampered

As the engineering

ployers prosaically stated :
‘The lack of sufficient re-
tained earnings [i.e., after
paying dividends and inte-
rest charges of course] to

em-

finance investment, together
with the general restraint
on credit, severely hampers

the efforts of industry to in-
crease productive potential.’
(‘Current Economic Problems
in the Engineéring Industry’,
August 1970.)

The Tories are extremely
concerned that the seasonal
factors now unfavourable to
sterling should coincide with
a declining rate of balance of
paymeénts surplus.

A continuation of this trend
could lead to a repeat per-
formance of November 1967,
but this time in an extremely
disadvantageous situation for
British capitalism.

Devaluation, without a de-
finitive settlemént with the
trade unions, fills all sections
of the Tories with apprehen-
sion.

The Tory Party right-
wing has decided that there
is no way out of the present
impasse except to increase
unemployment by intensify-
ing the credit squeeze and
to push through the anti-
union laws as quickly as
possible.

Their main aim is to ‘dis-
cipline’ the trade unions and,
as GKN and Linwood show,
to use tlte bureaucracy against
the workers.

Competitive

The Tories’ aim is to use
unemployment to ‘freéze’ and
then cut wages in order to
make British exports more
competitive.

They are being driven to
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Pop
g0 the
beautiful
profits

BY JOHN SPENCER

THE ISLE of Wight pop
festival broke up—in more
than one sense—yesterday.
Groups of anarchists de-
manding ‘free music’ tore
down corrugated iron fenc-
ing round the field and gate-
crashed the festival.

Others sat on the downs
overlooking the arena and
got free music anyway.

The organizers, Fiery
Creations, claim to have
lost a lot of money on the
event.

They planned the festival
as what the trade calls a ‘rip
off’ operation: taking £3 a
head off the ‘gentle people’
for a three-day orgy of
idealism.

Not so gentle

The gentle people turned
out in force—and turned
out not to be so gentle
after all.

Contingents of ‘Hell's
Angels’, complete with
swastikas, and a large team
of private security men
patrolled the grounds.

It took ultra-right reac-
tionary Tiny Tim leading
the audience .in ‘There’ll
always be an England’ and
‘Land of Hope of Glory' to
dissipate some of the bad
vibrations.

Creations organizer Ron
Foulk is quoted as saying:

‘This free music scene
makes me sick, but in a
way I suppose it's inevitable,
It may be that the spirit
which created the festival
—a defiance of convention
—is now about to destroy
the festival.’

But, as the ‘Sunday Times’
comments:

Bad vibrations

‘When the economics of
the affair dictate Alsatian
guard dogs, teams of
“heavies” in tie-dye shirts
and frantic calls to the
police, the bad vibrations
tend to drive out the good.’

Defiance of convention,
the stock-in-trade of the
idealist, is now a highly
marketable commodity.

Escapists who hope to
‘drop out’ of the class
struggle and join the ‘gentle
people’ find themselves
caught in the same not-so-
tender trap.

Merchant banks and hard-
headed City capitalists, with
their fingers well into the
pop festival pie, are not in-
@® PAGE FOUR COL. 1

‘Peace’ talks
delay an
Israeli ploy

By our Middie East correspondent

THE ISRAELI cabinet postponed until today
a decision on the return of its representative
Tekoah to the New York * peace ’ talks.

An extraordinary sess-
ion of the cabinet is taking
place, at which the appar-
ent division between Prime
Minister Mrs Golda Meir
and Defence Minister
Moshe Dayan on the talks
is to be discussed.

It is reported that Dayan
threatened to resign if the
talks went on without alleged
Egyptian violations of the
cease-fire being taken up by
Washington.

While it is possible that
Israeli internal differences do
exist, the most likely explana-
tion of the delay in resuming
the talks is that it is aimed
at squeezing further conces-
sions from the Egyptians in
any final settlement.

Meir, who only returned
from Washington on Sunday,
stressed in a TV interview at
the; weekend the basic friend-
ship between Israel and the
US, ‘no matter how serious
the problems over which we
have misunderstandings’,

"REVIEW

Nixon is meeting top-level
US officials to discuss the
Middle East today.

They are expected to review
tshe .propfosals for a joint US-

oviet force to police the
Middle East.

Despite statements that such
plans were only ‘under con-
sideration’, Moscow has not
denied earlier reports that de-
tax{s had already been worked
out. :

‘Solidarity’
silence
on Nasser

THE ROGERS Middle East
plan, and its acceptance by
‘someé Arab states’ and the
Soviet Union, have been con-
demned in a resolution passed
at a public meeting in Lon-
don, called by the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign.

Speakers from the General
Union of Arab Students, the
Indian Workers’ Association
and PSC itself, denounced
the ‘peace’ talks as a stab in
the back for the Arab revolu-
tion and the Palestiné libera-
tion movement, but avoided
anly discussion of Nasser's
role.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

SOUTH-EAST LONDON: Sunday,
September 6, p.m. Kerfield
Tavern, Grove Lane, Camberwell
Green. ‘The Tories and the unions.’

PRICE 6éd..

Now
arms
SWOOop

in
Ulster

BY A
CORRESPONDENT
POLICE and troops

raided houses in the
Catholic Fall Rd district
of Belfast yesterday in one
of N Ireland’s biggest-yet
arms searches.

Ten people were arrested
after a search of more than 20
houses had revealed six pistols,
one shotgun, 1,500 rounds of
ammunition, ten hand-gren-
ades, three walkie-talkie radio
sets and material for making
a bomb.

Three unemployed labourers
aged 20, 19 and 21, were re-
manded in custody until
Friday in Belfast yesterday
accused of making petrol
bombs,

A 19-year-old youth was
also remanded in custody until
Friday charged with possess-
ing 1,000 rounds of ammuni-
tion and a revolver.

Undoubtedly emboldened by
the Stormont government’s
continued swing to the right,
the Royal Black Institution
ignored the recent ban and
paraded through Belfast on
Sunday and other Orangemen
marched in Rathfriland and
Omagh.

CORDON

In Belfast, troops cordoned
off Unity Flats when the
Orangemen went past.

The N Ireland government
yesterday announced the lift-
ing of. the month-old drinks
curfew restricting liquor sales
after 8 p.m.

SOGIALIST
LABOUR
LEAGUE

Trotsky
Memorial
Meeting

GLASGOW

Partick Burgh Hall
ar Merkland St Underground

Starts 7.30 p.m.

Admission 2s.

Sunday
September 6

Leon TrotsT<y’s

last words:
‘I am confident of
the victory of the
Fourth International
Go forward’!

Troisky Memorial Lectures

IR TS LAST WORDS

%&me
TORY OF THE
FOURTH

Monday, 14 September

“Trotsky’s struggle against Stalinism’

Monday, 21 September

‘Trotsky’s fight against revisionism’
BEAVER HALL
GARLICK HILL

Near Mansion House tube

Starts 8 p.m.

Admission 2s

Both lectures given by G. HEALY (SLL national secretary)



PAGE TWO

WORKERS PRESS

Tuesday, September 1, 1970

AST MONTH’S
Prices and Incomes
Board report, specifically
aimed at ‘a study of
efficiency of the coal
industry’, made it abund-
antly clear there is to be
no letup in intensive
exploitation of the miner
and no end to job-
decimation in the pits.

In fact, the process is now
only coming to the end of its
first stage.

The next stage—Phase Two,
as it would be called were this
the docks—is already in pre-
paration.

Phase one involved mechan-
jzation and automation of
many pit-operations, reduc-
tion of the labour force by
half, elimination of piece-
work, introduction of method-
study and the closure of all
pits unable to match up to
fast and continuous produc-
tion.

Much greater emphasis is
now to be placed on control
and discipline of miners them-
selves.

Run-down

The jobs run-down is to
continue at a rate of 10 per
cent per year and greater
efforts will -be made to
straight-jacket wages using

says

pits

COALMINING OUTPUT PER MAN AND NUMBERS EMPLOYED

Output per manshift

Year Amount

cwt
1963-64 334
1964-65 34.8
1965-66 36.1
1966-67 36.6
1967-68 39.0
1968-69 42.5
1969-70 43.4

waiting for their monthly por-
tion.

A key factor in the employ-
ers’ ability to bring about
unemployment on such a giant
scale has been the willing
collaboration of the union
leaders in all the schemes.

It was John L. Lewis, head
of the United Mineworkers in
the USA, who, more than any

" other man, made it possible for

the mines to be mechanized
in so short a time.

His policy was not to
oppose mechanization so long
as those left at work bene-
fitted with higher pay. He
stated the loss of jobs would
not be as great as the ‘theo-
rists’ claimed.

A further argument was that
failure to modernize would
mean that pits would be
uneconomical and have to
close, causing unemployment.

Members of the US govern-
ment and employers have paid
tribute many times to Lewis’s
role in smoothing the way for

Percentage Output per man
increase on year
previous year

% tons

5.4 362

4.2 373

3.8 381

1.4 390

6.7 414

9.0 454

21 457
The report notes the

improvement in output made
by the operation of ‘spear-
head’ faces.

These are specially chosen
fault-free faces which are
intensively worked using all
the most modern equipment
available. The idea is that
these should act as pace-
setters for the entire industry.

Output

It is clear that the aim of
the Tory government is not to
close the industry down, but
to produce coal with a very
small labour force operating
at top speed in a number of
highly-mechanized pits.

Coal, in fact, is not an
obsolete fuel source.

Research into new combus-

JUST OUT

Average Number of
number of collleries In
wage-earners production at
employed end of year
000s
517 576
491 . 543
456 483
419 438
392 376
336 317
305 299
Source: NCB

tion methods, particularly the
fluidized burner system being
developed in several countries,
could lead to increased
demand for coal to fuel new
boiler-systems in many indus-
tries.

The Tories, with their
plans to scrap workers like so
many out-dated machines,
must be defeated.

The current claim for higher
wages and shorter hours is a
vital struggle in the face of
the Tories’ aims to step up
profits by speeding up produc-
tion. But if this is not to end
in defeat a new revolutionary
socialist leadership must be
built in the NUM.

This would end once and for
all the record of retreat and
enthusiastic collaboration with
the employers.

Measured-Day Work.

The PIB demands that the
Coal Board gets on with exact-

Man-riding belts
convey miners to
and fro along the

shafts.

a run-down of jobs. ’

NEW PARK PUBLICATIONS

ing a second pound of flesh
from mineworkers; its report
is pre-occupied with an appar-
ent ‘decline in the rate of
increase in productivity’. Out-
put is mnot falling, just the
‘rate of increase in output.

The PIB’s concern, in other
words, is not simply to main-
tain a higher level of output

than, say, seven years ago, decade. In addition, mine- ’
but to continuously raise out- workers  have  co-operated
put . . . and at an accelerating extensively with management’s
pace. efforts to increase efficiency,

To increase output l;y less
this month than last means
failure.

The answer so far as the
report is concerned is a
strengthened management ‘bet-
ter able to exert its authority
in certain areas of operation’.

Bernard Franks studies the latest Prices and Incomes report on the coal industry.

Method-study, as is well
known, is merely a first step
towards putting all work on a
continuous basis in prepara-
tion for advanced time-study
techniques to be introduced.

The PIB sees the elimina-

per cent—there is naturally no
discussion of the enormous
interest payments made by the
industry. Like, for example,
vthe 1968-1969 payout of £37.5
million which turned a surplus
for the industry of £28.6 mil-
lion into a deficit of £8.9

leave the industry prematurely
and make it difficult to main-
tain projected rates of pro-
ductivity growth.’

It further advises against
introduction of any incentive
scheme.

Lack of ventilation, con-
stant seepage of water and a
heavily dust-laden atmosphere
caused rheumatic diseases and
pneumoconiosis. Even now,
gvery area has its memories of
major disasters.

Tribute

In the same way, the cur-
rent PIB report pays tribute
to the leadership of the
National Union of Mine-
workers in Britain. It says:

‘The closure of uneconomic
collieries has made a significant
positive contribution to pro-
ductivity growth over the last

in line with the NUM’S offi-
cial policy of keeping costs
down to preserve the com-
petitive position of coal.
‘That the rundown has
involved no major strikes is a
tribute to the redundancy and
transfer arrangements and the
care with which the NCB has

IN

BRITAIN

tion of piece:work, at a time  illion. Instead, further i i The growth of trade union- : i gy

Up to the end of the Second ~ when productivity is continu- 1]110v produ:gv;ty Sloﬁldl%fﬁs:;;gﬂ ism and the fight back by the ;i;f:l‘:lie Ol;ts t‘l,lvillClg:urteo ptrge -A TROTSKYIST ANALYSIS
World War, mining was still a ally tising, as an essential about by ‘improvement in working class in the 1840s led leadersh’ip shown by the .
pick-and-shovel operation. basis for holding down wages. P t' . t- supervision’ and ‘joint con- to vicious repressive measures, NUM’ ' T o f -~ BY ROBERT BLACK

. . Thus: arucipauon sultation’ on the basis of the  arrests and lock-outs. .

In the period following ‘ day-work syst A glowing tribute to the
na}:ionalization in 1947, the ‘The introduction of new The report goes on to sug- ay system. Engels, in his book, ‘The grimy policies of Horner in
drive was to cheapen coal techniques is made easier if gest an extension of ‘workers’ The history of coal-mining  Condition of the Working the post-war period, and ICATIONS
with heavy investment in the possibility of associated participation’. is one of starved and dust- Class in England in 1844’  paynter and Daly in later e el 22464
labour-saving machinery. shows us that nearly all the years.

The amount of coal cut by Justices of the Peace in the
mechanized methods increased coal-mining  districts  were - -
from 20 per cent in 1955 to either mine-owners themselves
over 85 per cent in 1969. or relatives or friends of mine-

ow]ners c:lmd possessed alI}I:ost

New face-working, power- unlimite power in these
loading and roof-supporting regions, ‘acting as judges in BBC 1
techniques were developed, their own causes’. 12.30 p.m. Cricket. County Championship, Surrey v Worcestershire. HTV west colour channel 61 as above

and, in the early 1960s, experi-
ments were made linking these
to remote-control  systems
including the use of closed-
circuit television,

The enormous cost of new
equipment—£100,000, for

It was the same in other
countries.

In the USA, miners on
strike were barred from com-
pany stores and were beaten
and shot up by the owners’
private armies.

1.33 Watch with mother.

6.00 LONDON. Nationwide.

1.45-1.53 News and weather.
Dyna wall. 3.00-4.15 Cricket. 4.20 Play school. 4.40 The scissors
and the little girl. 4.45 Horatio. 4.55 Animal magic. 5.20 Shazzan!
5.44 Babar. 5.50 News and weather.

1.65-2.20

6.45 THE SPINNERS. With Julie Felix.
7.10 THE LAUGH PARADE. ‘Plllow Talk'. With Rock Hudson and
Doris Day. Romantic comedy.

except: 4.23-4.25 and 6.01-6.23 Scene
west.
HTVY Wales colour channel 41 as

above excegt: 10.30 Interview. 11.00
Y dydd. 11.30 Weather.

HTV Cymru/Wales black and white
service as above except: 6.01 Y dydd.
6.30-6.35 Reporting Wales. - 10.30
Dangerman. 11.30 Weather.

ANGLIA: 11.00-1.30 Cricket. Lancs. v

instance, to mechanize one 8.50 NEWS and weather. 3 " Yorks. 2.15 London. 4.30 Anglia news.
coal-face and £250,000 to But with the rise of the 9.10 ‘TEST PILOT'. Behind the scenes of a test pilot’s life. 4.40 The enchanted hou‘s,e. 4.55 Lon-
install remote control—meant unions, concessions and 10.00 MONTY PYTHON'S FLYING CIRCUS. don o 600, Atoyt Anglia including
that it was inevitable that the improvements were forced 10.30 24 HOURS. Tuesday film: ‘Zero Hour’. With Dana

main aim of the employers
would be to cut manning.

Eliminating

from employers and legislation
on health and safety were
wrung from governments.

All regions as BBC 1 except:

REGIONAL BBC

wide 6.45-7.05 Heddiw. 10.00-10.30
Margaret. 11.12 Weather.

Andrews, Linda Darnell and Sterling
Hayden. An ex-fighter pilot is
plagued by his conscience. 8.25 Lon-
don. 11.30 NYPD. 11.58 Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 1.45-3.50 London.
4.00 Women today. 4.10 Peyton Place.

Midlands, East Anglia: 6.00-6.45 Your Scotland: 6.00-6.45 Reporting Scot- 4.40 Origami. 4.50 Catweazle. 5.15

. Carna e region tonight: Midlands today, land, nationwide. 11.12 News head- London. 6.00 ATV today. 6.35 Cross-

Such new systems were not g ll%o(l}co loe%i;.(is)t,c‘)\«reath(erx;'i dina‘;i()m\;ildlez. Nlinlt:s and iwelath‘elr. 6.00645 S 5‘:2‘:3-‘;0‘{‘3::2'}*’35»‘;&?‘ movie: l\fl‘l::!l

; foti -10. ntact (Midlands). 11. orthern Ireland: 6.00-6. cene Le: : -
directed towards assisting the News headlines and weather. around _six, weather, nationwide. Phy, Felicia Farr and Stephen
miner in his dangerous and This slowed, but did not N(érth,b 1;10;;1. ye‘zt, Nolrthd lén(%. %;0.120-10.301.;1\ hun]cllred Jears ofN the ancN:;gb eg ;mggg"ls 8"5‘5““‘,‘_3‘,‘, d(f)%r
: : P umberland and Westmorland: 6.00- elfast elegraph. . ews : . 8. :
difficult job but towards elim stop, the carnage. 6.45 Your region tonight: Look headlines and weather, 11.30 Legends of the west followed

inating him from the work-

In modern times—particu-

north, weather, nationwide. 10.00-

10.30 A right royal week (Sandale

South West, South, West: 6.00-6.45
Your region tonight: Points weset,

by weather.

process altogether. It is in 0 - ‘ ULSTER: 2.20-4.25 London. 4.30
this continuing situation that larly with the advent of Diorth, Pontop Peak). 11.12 News  south today, spotlight southwest, g 0™ som. 4.50 Ulster news head-
S g y s and weather. weather, nationwide. 0.00-10.30  Romper room. .50 ister news head

the PIB calls for increased
strengthening of management.

Also advised is increased

mechanization—aspects of the
work changed, but the ruth-
lessness of the mine-owners
remained. Now it became not

Wales: 12 noon-1.15 Cricket. 3.00-4.20
Cricket, 5.20-5.44 Telewele, 6.00-
6.45 Wales today, weather, nation-

Come to my party and buy! (Row-.
bridge, Brighton). 11.12 News head-
lines and weather.

6.05 Mona McCluskey. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 ‘Lorna Doone’. With Rich-
ard Greene and Barbara Hale. A
man returns to England after years
abroad to find the outlaw family that

use of method-study. The on]y a question of exploiting BBca lglg:d g.izs0 falt.l(lxenrdorrl:orellrg(t)hlels’irl:?na'rsl
report states: the miner at work, but throw-  |41,00.11.20 a.m. PLAY SCHOOL. ) patch. -
‘Method-study techniques ing him out of work alto- 7.30 p.m. NEWS AND WEATHER. Tanee R s, 145, Tondon” 3,55

have an important role to
play in such a labour-intensive
industry as coal-mining. We
found that ample scope
existed for extending their use
on face-work and our study
of labour productivity among
non-face workers also
cated scope for some useful
gains in productivity by this

indi- .

A modern control unit.

disputes over piecé-rates is
removed. The removal of
wage drift resulting from local
bargaining means that the
Board has now a more effec-
tive means of controlling wage
costs.’

Employers, of course,
always want the best of both
worlds.

On the one hand they

. expect total rights of hire and

fire, of wage freeze and work

choked mien, women and child-
ren working the most arduous
form of manual labour for
avaricious employers.

Hundreds of miners died
every year in roof-falls and

gether.

This special operation was
carried out .under capitalist
‘nationalization’; generous
compensation was paid to ex-
owners and the industry
became a cheap service to the
‘private sector’ of industry.

Nor is this process limited

Solitary Cyclist’.

10.45 NEWS and weather.
10.50 LINE-UP.

1TV

8.00 SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE'S SHERLOCK HOLMES. ‘The

8.50 LOOK, SFTRANGER. ‘Selborne’.
9.10 PREMIER. ‘The Sunshine Patriot’. With Cliff Robertson and
Dina Merrill. A master spy is trapped in Eastern Europe.

Houseparty. 4.10 Tingha and Tucker
club. 4.25 Cricket. 4.55 London. 6.00
Calendar. 6.25 Nanny and the pro-
fessor. 6.50 Martin and Lewis. ‘Jump-
ing Jacks’. Comedy with Dean Mar-
tin and Jerry Lewis. 8.30 London.
11.30 All our yesterdays. 12 Mid-
night Weather.

GRANADA: 11.00-1.30 Roses cricket,
Lancs. v Yorks. 1.45 London. 4.00
Roses cricket. 4.55 London. 6.00
Newsview. 6.10 All our yesterdays.
6.40 The laughtermakers. ‘Papa’s Deli-
cate Condition’. With Glynis Johns,

means. control. On the other ‘face explosions. to Britain. : Jackie Gleason, Charlie Ruggles and
‘We_therefore suggest that While the PIB wants a conferences, particiba- e Grostroncas o0 Briont's poffie. 530 Magpie, 5,50 Nws. oo +30 Lauel | ‘Godvin '8, spall T

the Coal Board’s method-  wage freeze—and at the same  tion committees, and various In Belgium, automation 6.02 TODAY. 9 St Lt ' perpetual state of drunkenness. 8.25

study branch be strength-  time ican advocate raising the chummy get-togethers are beginning in the late 1950s 6.30 THE GHOST AND MRS MUIR London. 11.30 The four just men.

ened.’

price of coking coal by 15-16

| would like information about

arranged in which the employ-
ers can pick the brains of a
section of workers on how to
increase production and on
how to fix redundancies with
the least opposition.

ST
Transitional
Programime

led to the end of 20,000 jobs
in one area alone in the year
1959-1960, The total number
of miners in the country drop-
ped from 105,000/ in 1958 to
64,500 in 1963." Production

7.00 TUESDAY FILM.

10.00 NEWS.

‘Hue and Cry’. With Alastair Sim, Jack
Warner and Harry Fowler. Comedy thriller. -

8.30 NEVER SAY DIE. ‘The New Sister'.

9.00 SPECIAL BRANCH. ‘Miss International’.

10.30  THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY. ‘We are the Masters’. First

TYNE TEES: 11.00-1.30 Cricket. Lancs.
v Yorks, 1.45 London. 3.55 Cricket.
4,55 London. 6.00 Today at six. 6.25
Where the jobs are. 6.30 Joe. 7.00
Tuesday film. ‘The Master of Ball-
antrae’. With Errol Flynn and
Anthony Steel, Two brothers flip a
coin to decide who joins the Stuart
rebellion and who remains behind as

adopted by the . .
o . " Founding Confers rose in the same period from - h .
i I While the PIB wants a con- . e 1.262 to 1.820 kngs per man- programme in a new series looking at the years 1945-1963. masier, of, Uie Ballanirac estate. 830
I i tinuous run-down of jobs, it a"d th e Foureh Inturnacional, 8 S]"li £t ’ 11.30 TURNING POINTS. ‘Russia’. and the family.
wants this to be done entirely ! Fourth taserniont ) , 11.50 VANTAGE POINT. BORDER: 1.453.55 London. 4.10
! ABOU R EAGU E § at the employers’ convenience. [l T e But possibly the most dra- ' ‘ oo, 4.4 Origami. 4.5 Tondon’ 6,00
I I matic effects of modernization REGIONA Border news fand’ lookaround. 6.35
| I taSks uf the B} have been seen in the United EGI L ITV Cossroads, 7.00 ‘Ferry Cross The
7 States, where a $200 million CHANNEL: 2.204.25 London. 4.30 SOUTHERN: 1.45-3.55 London. 4.00 makers and Cilla Black. 8.25 London,
. . € . : : .20-4. . . : 1.45-3. . 4. makers and Cilla Black. 8.25 London.
I Fill in the form below and send to NATIONAL [] Th ¢ Kes thi int ‘ ‘ investment in mechanization Pufﬁn’i St;ir{hdzy grg%(i)n%sﬁ 4.4? Ori- Eouzepmt§.4o4.;l_5 l&ondoﬁr}. 6.9](7) l?ay 11.30 Border n:awas an?l weather. o
€ report makes S poin p gami. 4. ondon. 6. annel news y day. 6. uesday film: ‘Foreign
SECRETARY, SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE, | .. PO P H put hundreds of thousands of ond  weather, 610 Police file. 6.15 Intrigae. = With Robert =Mitchum, SCOTTISH: 145-4.00 London. 4.15
186A CLAPHAM HIGH ST, LONDON, SW4 . n e"“a lona workers out of work. In West Channel lookaround. 6.35 Crossroads.  Genevieve Page and Ingrid Thulin,  London., 6.00 Scottish news. 6.05 Sur-
l y ’ . . . Virgini alone more than 7.00 Star movie: ‘Shoot out at Medi- Murder and mayhem in Vienna and vival. 6.35 The telephone game. 7.05
] The Coal Board has paid ‘ ginia ne, . cine Bend’. 8.30 London. 11.25 Chan- Stockholm. 8.30 The Worker. 9.00 Feature film, ‘The Secret’. With
close attention to the prob- . 200,000 subsisted on ‘molly- nel gazette. 11.30 Les Francais chez London. 11.30 Southern news. 11.40 Mandy Miller, Sam Wanamaker and
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and children were lining up
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__Theatre

NEWSPAPER critics by
and large have dismissed
the play presently run-
ning at London’s Ciri-
terion Theatre as child-
ishly blasphemous.

Called ‘Council of Love’,
the play is an adaptation by
TV writer John Bird from
an 1894 work by the Ger-
man playwright Oscar Pan-
izza.

EROS

The Criterion, appropriately
enough, is 20 yards south of
Piccadilly Circus’s Eros statue
and slightly to the left of his
arrow’s aim.

‘Council of Love’ is, on the
surface, a satire on both men
and God — with God given
pride of place. It is set in
heaven, hell and the Vatican.

The Holy Family. hearing
reports that the world is
approaching a moral relapse,
decide to look in on the Court
of Pope Alexander VI—one of
the most dissolute of the
Borgias — on Good Friday,
1495,

They discover scenes of the
wildest licentiousness and God
the Father, egged on by the
Virgin Mary, resolves to do
something about it.

The problem is—what? His
creative genius has long since
evaporated, and he therefore
calls in Satan to devise an
appropriate punishment.

The result is syphilis.

Panizza set about his work
with real bitterness and pro-
duced a lasting satire.

CARICATURES

If religion is in reality the
creation of men, then the
Holy Personages of the official
church must be faithful cari-
catures of the ruling class. So
the Almighty is a senile,
bronchitic Jehovah; an incom-
petent theologian constantly

quarreling with his hypo-
chondriac Son.
The more sophisticated

Virgin Mary keeps the peace
between them and chats inti-
mately with Satan — cunning,
cynical, narrow; no longer

A scene from
COUNCIL OF LOVE
by John Bird
currently

showing at

the Criterion
Theatre

directed by

Jack Gold and
Eleanor Fazan.

ying”?

God

young but still viciously go-
ahead.

When the play was first pro-
duced, Panizza was sentenced
to two years’ jail for ‘blas-
phemy’ under Article 166 of
the Munich criminal code.

The wrath of his prosecu-
tors is understandable for he
catches in his Holy Family the
essence of the capitalist at
home.

The boredom of the rich,
who can see nothing more than
an unchanging future of luxury
and waste, is neatly elevated
into the quarrelsome stupidi-
ties of the Trinity; with eter-
nity and omnipotence hanging
heavy on their hands. He
lampoons false consciousness
by making it the consciousness
of those who figure in it. And
at the same time, because by
definition God cannot worship
anything, he strips away all
the canting ‘idealism’ and
virtue.

“

\

The judges who sentenced
him must have sensed well

"what they were doing. For

when ‘blasphemy’ is most
accurate it comes sharply
down to earth and becomes
sedition—a crime even more
serious in the eyes of the
church.

Bird’s Anglicised version,
which is much ‘jokier’ than
the original, in fact loses its

‘theme among the wisecracks.

ATTITUDES

In their attitudes to God the
European middle class hold up
their ‘national character’.

The French long ago showed
Him reasonably to the door,
and allowed Him to leave no
more than a whiff of incense
behind as deodorant for their
own smellier deeds. The Eng-
lish bluntly ignore Him six
days a week and conclude their
devotions in good time for

Warren Mitchell
as
Satan

lunch on the seventh. But the
Germans, whose predecessors
so tactlessly announced that
He was dead, insist on trying
to redeem themselves by dig-
ging up the corpse and pester-
ing It back to life.

This goes, at least, for the
‘respectable’ section of the
middle class.

On the question of religion
the English contempt for
theory reaches a high point:
God is just a collection of
wrong ideas, to be jettisoned
as far as good form permits.
And Bird’s offering is made in
the same spirit.

HOUSEWIFE

Mary is reduced to a prim,
complacent housewife.

With Jesus, he tries his hand
at a long-haired, self-pitying
layabout (‘A Second coming?
He hasn’t got over the first
one yet!’)

Only in Satan is there any-
thing like a coherent char-
acter—a savage parody of the
‘technocrat’, prepared to turn
his skills to the most mon-
strous requests (‘the specifica-
tions’) of those who licence
him. Syphilis—the crime lead-
ing directly to the punishment
—is just a neat solution to the
problem set by a stupid mas-
ter.

But God deserves
than this mistreatment.

better

From the first day on which
man was able to scratch a
fraction more from this planet
than was needed to keep him
alive, his finest and most
deeply-felt work was placed at
the feet of his dreams. In
class society man’s greatest
sacrifices and best works of
art have often taken a religi-
ous form.

It was the atheists Marx and,

Feuerbach who explained how'
this could be so.

Enslaved and held in misery
in class society, man imagined
himself liberated — projecting
onto Gods the power, beauty
and freedom that he lacked.

And in front of his own
creations he prostrated himself
afresh, and in their name
accepted the cruelties of class
rule. God is both the supreme
slave master and the reflec-
tion of man’s age-long-struggle
to make himself supreme.

In this sense ‘he’ is both
wonderful and terrible.

REVIEW BY
DAVID
BARNES

This is why the fashion-
able middle-class ‘atheist’
(really an agnostic) can never
write God’s obituary, so that
Bird’s ‘adaptation’, seeing God
as just ‘nonsense’ does not rise
to the necessary heights.

Only an outlook based on
the revolutionary  working
class, grasping the material
basis of ,human ideas, can
reveal the roots of religion.

But there is real strength
in this production (by Jack
Gold and Eleanor Fazan), and
especially in Warren Mitchell’s
acting of Satan—with a thrust-
ing limp, swivelling eyeballs,
Mephistophelean glee and pre-
cision. Where Bird gives them
human beings to get their
teeth into, instead of ‘foolish’
doctrines turned into people
and paraded as Aunt Sallies,
they really bite.

And what they bite—quite
properly — is the hand that

condescendingly feeds them.

Even the ‘public’ was made
useful.

The Vatican orgy scenes had
young dandies of a peacock
showiness which held up a
mirror to make even the sop-
histicates of the first-night
audience seem slightly dowdy.

‘UBA THE KING’

Some time ago I saw
another play—‘Uba the King’,
by the Frenchman Alfred Jarry
—also written at about the
turn of the century.

Jarry inflates for all to see
the ‘logical’, self-seeking des-
tructive madness of bourgeois
society and then pops it with
words, again and again.

He is rich and agile in ideas,
but he knows too that ideas
—and particularly the ideas of
the exploiter—make their way
not only through the brain but
also through the belly, the
behind, the boot and even less
mentionable parts of the
anatomy.

So ‘Ubu’ is full of action:
fisticuffs, slapstick and acro-
batics. A play, as the impres-
sarios say, for all the family.

The giant is killed; but first
it is dissected, and its most
loathesome and comic contra-
dictions are laid bare.

If the talents held at bay
in the production of ‘Council
of Love’ could be set to work
on such a play—there would
be theatre to draw blood!

(_behind |7/ NEY

NOTHING IS so calculated
to turn the stomach as a
good dose of bourgeois
hypocrisy over ‘atrocities’
committed by the workers’
states.

Since 1917, when the work-
ing class of Russia committed
the most unforgivable atrocity
by violating the sanctity of
capitalist property rights,
imperialism and its agencies
have waged an unceasing war
against the Red devils with
every means at their disposal.

And if the ‘Red Menace’
kick begins to pall, there is
always (and nowadays more
frequently) the ‘Yellow Peril’.

The trials and tribulations
of Reuter’s Peking correspond-
ent Anthony Grey was there-
fore good stuff and his forth-
coming book ‘Hostage in
Peking’ has been given the
maximum boost in the press.

His 777 days in Peking,
which began in August 1967,
during the Cultural Revolu-
tion, and ended last year, is
the subject of the tale.

*

He was knocked about by
Red Guards—who ‘had been
building a reputation for
intimidation and terrorization’,
sloshed with black paint and
—horror of horrors!—his pet
cat was hanged, an event to
inflame the blood of any true
Englishmen.

Finally, he was placed in
solitary confinement where he
remained until his release.
Said Grey:

‘I have turned more to God
than ever before. I pray twice
every day for deliverance from
this.’ ’

He was finally delivered, so
we take it that God had his
way on this particular occa-
sion.

Recently, a professional

Canadian Catholic god-
brotherer, Bishop James
Walsh, was released from

China after 12 years and was
received by the Pope ‘with
tears in his eyes’.,

Which brings us back to
the question of ‘atrocities’ . . .
those committed by the
Catholic church in the name
of imperialist philanthropy.

Following the victorious
Chinese Revolution in 1949,
the reality behind certain mis-
sionary work which had been
carried out by teams of nuns
was brought to light. Here is
part of a report on three mis-
sion nurseries—one in Canton
and two in Nanking — pub-
lished in the April 16, 1951,
edition of ‘People’s China’.

The Canton orphanage for
infant girls was run by five
Canadian nuns, headed by one
Antoinette Couvrette and all
Missionary Sisters of the Im-
maculate Conception.

‘The investigators found the
quarters for the children filthy
and lice-ridden. The food was
so rotten that it stank. Two
of the children lay dead in
their beds though the care-
taker tried to pretend they
were only ill . . .

‘From January 1950 to
February 1951 . .. the orphan-
age received 2,216 infants, and
over 97 per cent died.

Antoinette Couvrette has her- -

self estimated that more than
4,000 died in the past two
years’.

x

It was impossible for any

.outsider to record accurately

the total number of infants
and children who had died as
a result of the criminal neglect
of those in charge since the
orphanage was set up in 1933.

On March 5, 1951, the
Canton branch of the People’s
Relief Administration of China
was authorized to take over
the orphanage.

At this time there were
only 48 infants under two still
alive and 29 of these were
seriously ill, most of them

One of
the three
death pits

from pneumonia. There were
47 above the age of two, and,
besides the older charges, this
number included blind, lame
and dumb adolescent girls who
looked after the infants.

All the charges were dressed
in rags, and nearly every one
suffered from severe malnutri-
tion and skin and other dis-
eases caused by neglect.

Even the most rudimentary
rules of hygiene were ignored.
Sick babies were not isolated,
thus spreading the epidemics.

Three death-pits, about 30
feet deep and five feet wide,
were found near the orphan-
age.

X

Two were sealed and filled.
The trap-door of the third, still
in use, was forced open. In-
side, where they had been
dumped, were the bodies of
dead children.

Orphanage regulations
required parents or relatives to
sign a statement absolving the
orphanage from responsibility
in case of death.

Poor parents could never
see their children nor find out
what had happened to them.
If word leaked out that their
child had died, they were con-
soled by the nuns that it was
the ‘will of God’.

Those who survived worked
in order to earn money for the
orphanage, .

They were told that all
human beings were sinful and
had to live a life of denial.
Needless to say, the sisters
had every comfort.

They obtained money for
‘charity’ from Canton
business houses as well as
from Canada, and, whenever
possible, extracted payment
from their charges’ relatives,
sometimes on a monthly basis.

The nuns were well fed,
comfortably housed — with
pianos in their living-rooms,
dressing-tables in their bed-
rooms and carpets on their
floors.

In Nanking, in the Tze Ai

_from malnutrition,

Journalist GREY

Home for babies, the sister-in-
charge admitted that from
January 1949 to June 1950,
the nursery: received 242
infants—of which 153 died.
The records actually indicated
that the death-rate was over
78 per cent.

Nuns made a standard prac-
tice of selling the children for
adoption in return for 100
catties of fine white rice
(worth $6.82) per child, and
nursery records for the five-
month period preceding the
investigation showed consider-
able ‘earnings’ from such sales.

The high death-rate was
caused by a starvation diet of
bean powder and rice gruel,
while the nuns made sure they

themselves were well pro-
vided for.

%
When the nursery was

investigated in August 1950,
over 95 per cent of the child-
ren were found to be suffering
and one
child, more than a year old,
weighed less than ten pounds.

In the other Nanking nur-
sery, 372 children out of 557
who passed -through between
January 1948 and June 1950
perished under similar circum-
stances.

Nevertheless the nuns °
involved in this last slaughter
were sentenced to six months’
imprisonment: execution of
the sentence being deferred for
one year pending deportation.

Yet, as we have seen, the
religious traders in death and
human flesh continue to
operate. Of course, the price is
a little higher today, especially
if holy flesh is on the market.

To buy a nun from a poor
Indian family can cost £300
or more. :

The trade in human misery
goes on and the vultures con-
tinue to circle at the behest
of His Holiness and in the
service of imperialism,

As Pope Paul said to
Bishop Walsh: ‘It is the Pope
who receives you back and
who thanks you in the name of
Christ for all' you have done
and suffered.’

So shed a tear for Mr Grey,
Sister Couvrette and all those

"~ who suffered so cruelly at the

hands of the Red barbarians.

GHARITY

Top: Antoinette Couvrette, head nun at the orphanage. When the
trapdoor (above), was opened heaps of dead bodies of children
were found. 87% of the children recelved Into the

orphanage over a period of 13 months died.
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Jordan

Uit attack
querrillas

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

SPECIAL SECURITY

units of the Jordan

army have attacked Palestine guerrilla forces in
Amman. This came less than 24 hours after
King Hussein’s TV statement that any attempt
by the guerrillas to ‘destroy the national unity’

would be met by force.

500 Yarks
textile jobs
threatened

THREE HUNDRED workers
employed at Carrington and
Dewhurst’s Mark Nutter Mill
at Skipton, Yorkshire, are
threatened with the sack.

David Whitehead’s is to
close three mills in the Ros-
sendale area, so a further 200
workers will have to go. The
mills affected are Newhallhey
Mill, Higher Mill and Broad-
clough.

Pop
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hibited by considerations of
anything so other-wordly
as universal love.

Roman emperors used to
lay on gladiatorial contests
to keep their subjects
amused—and keep them in
subjection.

Selling dreams

Today the sale of dreams
is more streamlined, but
there are still what one
paper called ‘gamblers on
the beautiful weather and
the animation of the beauti-
ful people’ forthcoming to
‘make a killing’.

In the circles of the beau-
tiful people, capitalist eco-
nomics reigns supreme, and
at £3 a head their dreams
can be protected by Alsa-
tian dogs, policemen, secur-
ity guards and Hell’s Angels.

The fighting followed the
Palestine National Council
emergency  session, at
which the guerrillas de-
clared their intention of
carrying on the fight, de-
spite the US-Soviet ‘peace’
plan, and of making Jordan
the base for their oper-
ations.

However, guerrilla leader
Yasser Arafat avoided any
open break with Hussein or

Nasser, who are suporting
the New York talks.
Jordan army tanks and

heavy artillery took part in
Sunday night’s battle. ‘It is a
wholesale attack,’” said an Al-
Fatah spokesman. .

RE-CALLED

The special security units
were supposed to have been
disbanded after the fighting
in Amman in June, and their
organizer, Hussein’s uncle
Sharif Nasser, dismissed.

However, when Hussein
agreed to the US proposals
for talks with Israel, Sharif
Nasser was re-called.

WEATHER

London area, SE, SW central
northern and central northern
England, E and W Midlands, Chan-
nel Islands: Dry, sunny spells.
Below normal. Max. 19C (66F).

NW England, Glasgow area, N
Ireland: Sunny periods, scattered

showers. Below normal. Max. 16
(61F). ¢
Edinburgh: Cloudy, mostly dry,
perhaps a few showers. Sunny
%egrligds. Below normal. Max. 15C

Outlook for Wednesday and Thurs-
day: Dry at first, but cloud and,
rain spreading from the west to
all districts later. Temperatures
near normal.
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AMBOINESE WANT
SUHARTO MEETING
GUARANTEED
(See page one)

The Hague, Monday—Fifteen
young Amboinese who earlier
today seized the residence of
the Indonesian Ambassador
here, threatened to shoot one
of their hostages if they re-
ceive no reply to their de-
mands, a spokesman for them
warned. L

Unconfirmed reports said
the Amboinese, who come
from Indonesia, were demand-
ing a guarantee that the{r
leader, Dr Manumusa, ‘presi-
dent’ of the self-styled ‘South
Moluccan Republic’ — which
seeks independence  from
Indonesia—would be able to
meet Indonesian President
Suharto on a visit to Holland.

The President was sched-
uled to have left Djakarta
today and was due here to-
morrow, but he has now in-

definitely postponed the visit.

A statement said: ‘The
Dutch government must com-
pel Suharto to commence
political discussions with our
president within 48 hours,
under the supervision of
Holland and a mediator of
the United Nations. If these
talks do not come about, then
there will be a second victim.’

Registered as a newspaper at the

Post Office. Published by Workers
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GKN
strikers
State
their
ase

By a Workers Press

Reporting Team |

‘WE’RE being paid agricultural rate
and it’s about time it was changed.
It doesn’t cost any less to live here
than it does in Coventry or Birming-
ham: bread’s 1s 3d a loaf here like
it is anywhere else. But we’re being
paid far less than workers get for
similar jobs in these other towns.’
Talk to almost any one of the
strikers from GKN-Sankey’s Welling-
ton, Shropshire, plant and he’ll tell

you the same story.

Top rate for an engineer at the plant is
11s 9d an hour and production workers,
who make up the bulk of the factory’s
5,000 employees, get only 9s 8d.

Last Friday a mass meeting on the factory
football ground contemptuously rejected the £2
package offer worked out in London by the
Motor Industry Joint Council and union repre-

sentatives.
AEF district

the-board pay demand.

Like a lot of other car component plants up
and down the country, Sankey’s has for many
years been making high profits and paying low

wages.

But workers there make it plain that they
will no longer continue to be treated as the
poor relations of the main car companies.

Though less than an hour’s drive from the
industrial heart of the W Midlands, Wellington
wage rates are £10 or more behind those in

the assembly factories.

‘You can see Birmingham car workers driving
one AEF shop
steward said, ‘with a caravan at the back of
their cars, and as like as not a boat on top. I
have to work all through the week-end just to

through here any weekend,

equal their basic rate.

‘The employer here thinks
we'ré all bloody farm
labourers. The press call us
“country bumpkins”, but we’re
nothing of the sort.

Talks

Sixteen months ago at San-
key’s the workers struck for
a wage increase but were per-
suaded to réturn after a week
pending negotiations.

Eventually, officials of the
unions concerned—chiefly the
G&MWU with a membership
of 3,000 and the AEF—
achieved a £2 wage rise tied
to job evaluation and pro-
ductivity strings.

‘Weé are not going to be
taken for a ride again,’ one
worker said after Friday'’s
meeting. ‘This time they
won’t be able to get us back
to work with some useless
formula.’

Inside the factory, discon-
tent ovér the low wages, and
what workers there describe
as bad conditions—‘machines
dripping with oil, a high acci-
dent rate and generally primi-
tive working conditions’, as
one press operator put it—
has brought forward new
young shop stéwards, who
have succeeded in unifying the
factory around wage demands.

One such steward is
G&MWU member Noel Byrne,
who voted against the official
recommendation to accept the
‘peace’ terms when local
officials brought them back
from the London meeting.

‘This strike has discredited
the local leadership.” he told
Workeérs Press at the caravan-
site home he shares with his
wife and baby.

‘At one time we had very
little unity in the factory. We
had our own claims, shop by
shop and we won some gains.
But now we’'ve got a chance
to make somé real changes
with everyone united.’

Determined

The press campaign against
the strikers has only in-
creased their determination.

The taunts about country
bumpkins from the ‘Financial
Times’ and ‘Daily Express’
have failed to make a dent
on the strikers’ morale.

And the knowledge that
they can put pressure on the
major car firms to force San-
key’s to settle has raised
their spirits enormously.

‘We've got a position of
strength here and we intend
to hold onto it,, Noel Byrne
said. ‘Until this strike began,
I don't think any of us real-
ized just what a key position
in the motor industry Sankey
occupied. Now that we know
our strength weé won’t be go-

secretary Joseph Diaz was
shouted down and the workers voted over-
whelmingly to stay out for their 4s 3d across-

ing back without getting what
we want,

‘We seem to supply every-
body with a bit of everything.
The . car companies can add
lights and glass after they’ve
completed assembly. But
they’ve got to have a chassis
and wheels to put the car on
before they can get it as-
sembled.

Advert

‘The men won't be talked
back this time. They have been
pushed into a position wheére
they can go no further. That

just shows you what this
firm is really like. Despite
what they claim, there is

absolutely no trust between

R o
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G&MWU steward Noel Byrne, seen (above) outside his caravan home with his

wife and daughter, was against the ‘peace’ terms originally agreed in London

last week. He voted last Friday with those men (top) who refuse any longer
to be poor cousins in the motor industry’s wages league.

the company and the workers.

‘This company made £37
million profit last yéar. And
they turned round and gave
the Tory Party £68,000 and
spent £2,000 on an advertise-
ment in the ‘“Shropshire
Star” to indoctrinate us.’

This advert attacked the
‘unnecessary strike’ at San-
key’s. '

The company’s attempt to

.bring in job evaluation and

productivity really sparked
off the strike. Théy claim it
means ‘less absence, overtime
and ineffective use of labour’.

‘Obviously as far as absen-
teeism is concerned they want
to wield the big whip and
most of the men have to make
up their money on overtime

anyway. In the same breath
they offer “more leisure” and
“increased overtime premium
ratés”: to me that’s completely
contradictory. What’s  the
point of offering ‘leisure”
when the wages are so low?’,
Noel Byrne asked.

The attitude of local union
officials has aroused the
strikers’ anger.

‘They take the worker for
granted,” one striker said. ‘They
say: “Oh, they’ll be back on
Tuesday”, but they got the
shock of their lives when they
found we weren’t going back.

‘The wunion officials talk
about anomalies. Well, the
biggest anomaly is the £2 offer
itself. It just isn’t big enough
by any standards. The man-

Yol

agement don’t seem to have
got the message yet that we're
out for a really substantial
rise, and we intend to get it.

‘One thing that intrigues
me,” Noel Byrne said, ‘is why
the General and Municipal
are keeping so far in the
background.

‘All the statements come
from the AEF officials and yét
the G&MWU is the majority
union.. Is this because of
Pilkington’s, Lucas and the
other disputes? You can put
a big question mark round
that.

‘We’re not out on strike for
productivity deals and job
evaluation. We're out for a
living wage.

‘We don’t caré how much
the company has spent on
consultants. It's their loss.
The unions never said at the
end of the job evaluation
exercise that we would accept
it

The strikers sée their fight
as being part of a national
struggle against low pay.
They were extremely heart-
ened by resolutions of support
from the Coventry Standard
Triumph workers, many of
whom were laid off by the
dispute.

As one shop steward put it:

‘We can give a lead on
wages throughout the GKN
group.

‘There must be dozens of
factories like Sankey’s in the
combine and I think this
strike will enable them to push
up their wages too. As well
as that it’s bound to lead to
higher wages in this area,
where Sankey’s are the biggest
employer.’

Thomson
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cutioner, the theory of revo-
lution with that of counter-
revolution. .

Fryer's cynical attack on
Marxism rounds off the
‘Sunday Times’ as it began,
with Fleet Street publicists,
Stalinists and anti-commun-
ists all collaborating to pro-
tect Stalinism from its
mortal enemy, Trotskyism.

The leaders of the British
Communist Party — Gollan,
Dutt, Arnot, Kerrigan, John-
stone and the rest—all will-
ingly collaborated in this
undertaking with the mil-
lionaire press and profes-
sional anti-communists of
the Conquest-Fryer variety.

Gollan and Johnstone practise
class collaboration in its
most treacherous form, for
it is consciously used by the
ruling class to discredit
Marxism and create political
confusion in the minds of
student and young workers
trying to fight their way to-
wards revolutionary theory.

This is how the ruling class
has always used opportun-
ism and revisionism within
the workers’ movement.

The Stalinists are playing Fleet
St’s anti-communist game,
and every Communist Party
member serious about the

defence of principles must
denounce them.

BORDEAUX

Schreiber to
stand in
y-election

IN THE Bordeaux by-election, where first-round polling
is fixed for September 20, the most notorious political
rogues of the Fifth Republic are now engaged in their
habitual political manoeuvres and false promises.

The decision of Chaban-
Delmas, France’s  Gaullist
Prime Minister, to defend his
old fief (using a dean of Bor-
deaux -University as a proxy
candidate) brought the intér-
vention of Jean-Jacques Ser-
van-Schreiber, the millionaire
political freebooter, who- has
taken over the Radical Party
and recently beéat a Gaullist
candidate in the Nancy by-
election.

Servan-Schreiber, who spent
the previous fortnight trying
to organize a candidate of
the ‘non-Communist left'—to
be supported by Radicals,
Socialists and the Covention
for Republican Institutions—

Artur London
loses Czech
citizenship

BY A FOREIGN REPORTER

ARTUR LONDON, ex-Czechoslovak Deputy Foreign
Minister and one of the three surviving victims of
the ‘Slansky’ trial in 1952, has been deprived of his

Czechoslovak citizenship

Prague.

This action is a direct re-
sult of his authorship of a
book, ‘L’Aveu’ (‘The Con-
fession’) which describes his

Capitalist farming
“destroys land

THE LATEST report on the
effects of modern farming
techniques on farmland soils
leaves little doubt that capi-
talist agriculture puts profit
a long way ahead of the
production of food for
human consumption.

An official inquiry has re-
vealed that the result of in-
tensive farming with the
latest equipment has re-
duced fertility and broken
down soil structure to
‘dangerous proportions’.

The deterioration of the
soil in areas where there is
a high proportion of clay,
as in Warwickshire and
Northamptonshire, has
reached the stage where
arable farming will probably
have to be abandoned. The
organic content’ of these
heavy clay soils is often as
low as 3 per cent, far be-
low the recommended 8 per
cent minimum,

Compressed

The weak soil is easily
compresesd in wet weather
by heavy farm machinery
and crops can get little
nourishment.

The result has been that
Midlands farmers had al-
most no harvests in 1968
and 1969 and face the same
prospect this year,

According to Emrys Jones,
chief scientific adviser to
the Ministry of Agriculture,
the only cure is ‘a major

shift back to traditional
systems of mixed farming
and crop rotation with
much more land given to
grass and livestock.

‘But even so, it will take
years for these soils to re-
cover,” he said.

Meanwhile, farmers will
hardly take seriously Jones’
hint that financial support
may be forthcoming for

those farmers who want to
make the switch back to the
old methods.

In fact, quite the reverse.
While farms are closing
down at the rate of 5,000 a
year in England and Wales
alone and the workforce is
expected to fall by a third
within the next five years,
the farmers look towards
automation and intensive

farming as a means of boost-
ing productivity and tackling
the falling rate of profit.

Contradictions

The drive to squeeze the
maximum yield from the
minimum acreage ‘with the
smallest labour force has
gone on increasingly over
the past 20 years in particu-~
lar, as Jones admitted.

The contradictions are
enormous, not only in
Britain, but throughout the
Common Market.

The latest technological
advances in both machinery
and fertilizers, which open
the way to a rapid solution
of the world’s food prob-
lems, only exacerbate the
crisis of capitalist agriculture.

Feather
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this ‘solution’ by the incréas-
ing ferocity of US competition
even in such fields as the
small-car market which, until
now, was considered a privi-
leged sanctuary for European
and British exporters.

There is, - thérefore. no
room, nor can there be any,
in the Tory plans for the
sublime capitalist Utopia of
Mr Feather and the General
Council.

We say confidently that Mr
Feather, and next week’s
TUC, will not solve any of
the problems facing the British
working class and in particu-
lar the 600,000 unemployed
who look with increasing
anger and despair for the
Labour bureaucrats’ plans to
materialize.

Ten years ago the TUC and
the Communist Party might
have convinced some workers

with their ‘expansionist’ chat-
ter.

Today, however, the credi-
bility of workers, already
seriously taxed by six years
of Labour and thrée months
of Tory rule, will not permit
this fraud to go unchallenged.

The era of pious platitudes
and rotten compromises is
being recognized by increasing
layers of workers.

Today’s compromise cer-
. tainly will be followed by
another rotten compromise
at next week’s TUC where
all the ‘left’ union leaders
will make all the wusual
demagogic gestures while
remaining absolutely silent
on the real question: what
to do about the Tories ?

The Tories, for their part,
hope to use the compromise
with the trade union leaders
to pass their anti-union legis-
lation and suppress union
militancy.

Having secured these vital
premises of their economic
strategy they can thén turn

to reflating the economy and
stimulating demand by an-
other devaluation which, far
from relieving unemployment,
will serve to increase it be-
cause of the economic re-
prisals it will evoke.

The trade unions can no
more co-exist with the Tories
than they can co-exist with
the Mid-East cholera epidemic.

As in 1926, the TUC
leaders’ road is the shortest
and surest road to economic
hell.

Either the Tories use un-
employment, legislation, de-
valuation — and the trade
union leaders—to undermine
and smash thé labour move-
ment, or the working class,
under revolutionary leader-
ship, brings the Tory govern-
ment down and exposes the
TUC’s shameless retreat.

That is the central aim of
the Socialist Labour League.
There is no third way.

@ No confidence in Feather
and the General Council!

@ Force the Tories to
resign !

by the Stalinist regime in

TR T T

experience from his arrest
in 1951 until he was brought
to trial to make his forced
confession of ‘Titoism and
Trotskyism’, with the 13
other victims.

A statement by the Czech
Ministry of the Interior ac-
cuses London of ‘causing
damage [with ‘L’Aveu’] to
the important interests of
the Socialist Republic of
Czechoslovakia’ and ‘deep-
ening anti-Soviet and anti-
Socialist tendencies’.

"He is also accused of not
condemning the film of the

'

book which, the Stalinists

say, was ‘produced in an
anti-communist manner’.

London, who has lived in
France since his ‘rehabilita-
tion’ in 1956, has denounced
the move, in an interview

on French radio, as ‘con- -

trary to socialist legality and
socialist morality’.

But the French Com-
munist Party leadérship,
which has vilified the film
‘L’Aveu’ refused to take up
his defence.

Evades issue

A statement in Saturday’s
‘L’Humanité’ evaded the
issue by saying :

‘The measure of which
A. London is the subject
has been taken by the
Czechoslovak Minister of
the Interior. We have al-
ready said that we do not
consider it our duty to give
an opinion on each and
every measure taken by the
authorities of this or that
socialist country, under
their own responsibility.’

Not only does this state-
ment represent shameful
and hypocritical approval of
the attack on London, but it
proves the formula under
which the Stalinist leaders
will tacitly approve the
frame-ups now being pre-
pared of those prominent in
the movement for reforms
before the 1968 Soviet in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia.

: BY A
CORRESPONDENT

announced, 15 minutes before
nominations closed on Sunday
night, that he would stand in
person, and immediately re-
sign if elected.

The Socialist candidate,
party leader Alain Savary and
héad of the faction in favour
of ‘collaboration’ with the
Communist Party, had pre-
viously withdrawn and an-
nounced Socialist support for
Gabriel Taix, the local Con-
vention candidate.

The CP is standing an in-
dependent candidate. .
Servan - Schreiber, despite

his demagogic promisés of
‘reforms’ and of intervening
to bring industry to regions
in his political favour—a tac-
tic crucial in winning him his
seat in the depressed area of
Nancy—remains a bosses’
politician and the worst type
of anti-Communist.

He has attacked the CP
/leadership as ‘reactionary’ and
made cynical use of the dis-
illusion and confusion which
many militants feel with the
Stalinist policies of reform.

But his crusade for the poli-
tical isolation of the Party has
not yet got the necessary
momentum.

It has revealed, however,
the political depths to which
all Socialist Party factions
are prepared to go.

Chaban-Delmas also suc-
ceeded in taking some of the
wind out of Servan-Schreiber’s
sails with the announcemént
that the US Ford Company
is to establish a factory em-
ploying 2,500 men in the
area, and not in the Ardennes,
as previously planned.

With his attempts to open
a further ‘safe channel’ for
working-class and middle-
class anger against Gaullism,
to form the possible basis of
extremely reactionary move-
ments in the future, Servan-
Schreiber performs a useful
service for the big monopo-
lists of French capitalism,
who still give their major sup-
port to Pompidou’s regime.

He can only be fought
through the building of a
revolutionary leadership in
the working class, capable of
clearing him from the scene,
together with the class-collab-
orators in the Communist and
Socialist leaderships. .

Two revisionist organiza-
tions, the Pabloite ‘Ligue
Communiste’ and ‘Lutte
Ouvriere’, have . decided to
present a candidate in the
by-election, which ‘is taking
more and more the aspect of
an enormous farce’.

They have appealed for sup-
port from the left-wing
Unified Socialist Party (PSU)
as ‘the largest party of the
extreme revolutionary left’.

Talks
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resulted in a resounding de-
feat for the Motor Council’s
£2-with-strings offer. Union
officials trying to sell the plan
to the meeting were pre-
vented from spéaking by con-
tinuous chants of ‘you’re sell-
ing us down the river’.

The need for a new leader-
ship in Sankey’s, which will
carry through the strike to a
successful conclusion, is
obvious.

The fight for the Sankéy
claim involves a struggle
against the compromise poli-
cies of the union leaders
locally and nationally ami
against press and Tory at-
tempts to break the unity of
the strike. .
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