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Women maintain

at Scottish factory

Ex-Ford
man

Blakeman

flies in to

E. Kilbride

MR LESLIE BLAKEMAN
investiga-
tion into the eleven week
strike at the BSR factory at
East Kilbride will be com-
pleted by the Wweek-end.

hopes that his

hundred
have

Eight
members

cognition.

Blakeman is leading the
Tndustrial
inquiry

Commission on
Relations (CIR)
into the dispute.

Ford workers know him
person who
March of this year took

as the

out High Court

against Dagenham strikers
when they were involved

Blakeman
in a battle

At that

rector.

He has agreed to submit
his findings to a joint meet-
ing early next week with
John Ferguson,
and Mr
Boyd, AEF Scottish execu-

Mr
chairman

tive member.

He flew up to Scotland
evening for
talks with Mr John Eng-
land, works manager, and

on Tuesday

local union officials.

IN VIEW of Mr Blakeman’s
visit, the Mid-Lanarkshire dis-
trict committee of the AEF
indefinitely
one-day strike it had origin-
ally called for Wednesday in
support of the BSR strikers.

This is a serious retreat in
a situation where the strikers
must be given the maximum
support to resist the pressure
from the Commission on In-

postponed

dustrial Relations.

been
strike over trade umon re-

against
infamous ‘penal clauses’.
time he
Ford's labour relations di-

picket

B.S.R. strikers
determined
to win

THE 1000 WORKERS on strike at the East
Kilbridge factory of Better Sound Reproductlons
Ltd., are under extreme provocation from the
combined forces of the management and the
police, both egged on by the clamour from the
capitalist press and television.

Voluntary
sackings
begin at
G.LC.-EE

UNION leaders and shop
stewards have agreed to be-
ginning selective voluntary
redundancies at the GEC-
English  Electric Netherten
factory, which is due to close
within 12 months.

Mr George Doughty, gene- |

ral secretary of the draughts-
men, led local officials and
shop stewards in talks with
Sir Jack Scamp, GEC person-
nel director, earlier this
week.

After the meeting it was
announced . that the volun-
tary redundancy  arrange-
ments would allow the men
time to look for other work
before the management’s ‘no
enforced redundancy guar-
antee’ runs out at the end of
the year.
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BIRMINGHAM

‘The future for the motor
industry’
Tuesday, November 4
8 p.m.

Three Horse Shoes
Coventry Road, Sheldon

SOUTH-WEST LONDON

Tuesday, November 4,
8 p.m.

Horse and Groom
Mitcham Road

Young Socialists

GRAND' XMAS
BAZAAR

Saturday, Nov. 29

Canning Town Public Hall
doors open 12 noon

Can you sew? knit? paint?
make something for our Bazaar?
give something towards our bazaar ?
Have you a tin of grocery? jumble?
Help us make this the best bazaar ever held !
Help us raise the money for our daily paper—

THE WORKERS’ PRESS

e e e e o e e B A s

Last Friday dozens of

police hurled themselves

into a crowd of picketing
workers when a window in
the factory gatehouse was
smashed.

They violently thrust
aside women and young
girls in a desperate attempt
to make an arrest.

A man was questioned, but
immediately the police carry-
ing out the investigation were
surrounded by 30 women who
refused to allow an arrest to
be made.

Only minutes before, a
woman had been knocked un-
conscious by a minibus as it
sped out of the factory gate.

The police tactic is to clear
the gate of pickets and to
allow buses and other vehicles
to leave the factory at high
speed, regardless of danger.

Women strikers allege that
one minibus driver deliberate-
ly skidded his vehicle towards
pickets on the opposite side
of the road.

It is clear that the police
are acting under instructions
to build up a case for sub-
mission to the Commission on
Industrial Relations.

The capitalist press glee-
fully produces headlines about
strikers’ violence and calls for
sanctions. All this is gnst to
Wilson’s mill.

Not give in

The BSR workers are more
determined than ever. We will
never give in, they say.

Jim Waugh, delegate from
the AEF mid-Lanarkshire dis-
trict committee, told the
Workers' Press that 1,123
members of the Amalgamated
Union of Engineering and
Foundryworkers are receiving
strike pay.

He estimated that there
were now 500 working in the
factory of whom only 150
were originally employed be-
fore the strike.

Six members of craft uni-
ons
their branches for scabbing
on the strike.

Operating in the centre of
what was a thriving coalfield
and launched by government
grants, BSR is a perfect ex-
ample of the ‘direction of in-
dustry’, a slogan favoured by
the Communist Party and
Labour ‘lefts’.

Archie Tedford was a
miner for 20 years and re-
tumed to Lanarkshire to work
Eor BSR along with James

illie as labourers in the
press shop.

‘The BSR manager’, said
Archie, ‘wants to use a big
stick ‘to discipline us in his
factory, but we are not meant
to use a big stick to hit back’.

He and James Baillie said

‘that they worked for a flat

rate of £12 5s. a week, which
was ncreased by £1 after six
weeks.

In order to make a decent
wage they were forced to
work overtime.

Their week’s work consists
of 8 am. to 9 p.m. with half

by Bob Shaw

an hour for lunch from Mon-
day to Friday and 8 a.m. to
12 midday on Saturday,
rounded off with 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Sunday.

In this way BSR avoids em-
ploying additional men during
the twilight shift when
women work part-time for
four hours.

James Baillie claimed that
the supervision had young
girls in tears on the assembly
lines on many occasions.

‘A trade union cannot allow
a firm like that to beat them,’
he added.

The question raised .by the
women strikers is that of
equal pay and relief from
heavy work.

Elizabeth Welch said she
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POLLING DAY IN SWINDON

Y.5. CAMPAIGN
IN TOP GEAR

THE Young Socialists’ cam-
paign for candidate FRANK
WILLIS in the Swinden by-
election continued in top gear
right up to today—polling
day.

Eve-of-poll factory-gate
meetings have been held at
the main factories in the
town, at Pressed-Steel, Fisher,
Plessey, Garrard and the Rail-
way workshops. The meetings
have met with an interested
reception from audiences of
workers.

The campaign has been ex-
tremely hard-fought by the
Young Socialists, who have
completed three complete
canvasses of the town and
covered every aspect of the
workers’ movement in the
town during the pre-election
period.

Whatever the size of the
poll, the Young Socialists will
not be leaving Swindon. The

campaign will continue right
up to the general election and
beyond.

The issues on which the
Young Socialists have cam-
paigned—measured-day work,
the Common Market, anti-
union laws—are at the heart
of the continuing ecrisis in
British capitalism and will
continue to be of vital im-
portance to workers there.

The Young Socialists’ cam-
paign, -in contrast to those of
the other four parties, is the
only one that has concentra-
ted on the basic issues facing
the working class and has not
been caught up in vote-catch-
ing gimmickry through the
television, inter-party debates
and the churches. )

Instead, the Young Social-
ists have concentrated on
politically fighting out the

issues on the door-steps and-

outside the factories.

Help is still urgently needed right up to the end of polling
tonight. Please contact Central Committee Rooms, 5a,
Milton Road, Swindon. Tel: Swindon 20570.

Soviet-Czech

talks

‘reach

agreement’

ACCORDING to reports from Moscow, the
nine days talks just concluded hetween Soviet
and Czech leaders have resulted in an agree-
ment on three main points:

had been expelled by

Soldiers
sentenced for
Ulster protest

THREE young British
soldiers serving in Ulster have
been sentenced to . nine
months detention for protest-
ing over their living condi-
tions, food and length of the
guard duties.

The men were court-mar-
tialled after they disobeyed
orders to leave a damaged
house in -Dover Street,
fast. ,

They complained to their
commanding officer about
their guard duties and billets.

At their court martial the
three Grenadier guardsmen
pleaded guilty to a charge of
disobeying a lawful command
and to an additional charge
of disobedience with wilful
defiance.

In the men’s defence it was
said, ‘At the time of the
offences they were wunder
great pressure and extremely
tired.

‘They came out to Ulster
as unsuitable and unhappy
soldiers who wanted to leave
the army’.

There will undoubtedly be
more such cases.

This is just the first sign
of a crack in the discipline of
the British army as it has to
face the working class at
home.

Bel--

.ards at Vauxhall’s

INDUSTRIAL
ROUND-UP

‘Official
strike’ call
from
miners

MINERS from South Wales,
Yorkshire and Scotland will
lobby delegates attending
their union’s delegate confer-
ence on surfacemens hours
today.

Some 300 South Wales
miners plan to travel to Lon-
don for the lobby. They will
demand support for a Porth-
cawl resolution calling for a
nationwide official ‘strike on
the issue.

Meanwhile, clerical and ad-
ministrative workers employ-
ed by the Coal Board are now
pressing their executive to
claim substantial improve-
ments in pay and conditions
in line with those granted for
day-wage men.

Vauxhall
deal vote

‘unaccept-
able’

AMALGAMATED Engineers
and Foundryworkers® stew-
Ellesmere
Port plant have «called on
those workers back at their
jobs to ban overtime until all
the union’s laid-off members
are reinstated.

The union’s leaders are
pushing for an early signing
of the company’s disputed pay
and productivity deal.

But the Merseyside stew-
ards have said that last
week’s vote on the proposals
—over which 15,000 men are
still laid off at Luton, Dun-
stable and Ellesmere Port—
was unconstitutional and can-
not be accepted.

Glasgow

Dustmen

£ O

hit back at

HARD on the heels of the
sell-out of the London
dustmen and the drawing
up of a new productivity

deal for dustmen nation-

ally comes a wave of un-
official strikes in Glasgow
against the new agreement.

More than 500 corpora-
tion workers, dustmen,
road sweepers and sewage
workers, have been on
strike since Friday at
Shieldhall, Dalmuir and
Polmadie depots.

Most are members of the
General and Municipal Work-
ers’ Union (G&MWU) and are
dissatisfied with awards re-

cently agreed with the
National Joint Industrial
Council.

They also face the threat
of a productivity deal at pre-
sent being negotiated by the
G&MWU in Glasgow.

At a turbulent meeting on
Monday of men from Partick
and Kelvinhaugh depots the
G&MWU official sent along
to try to get the men back
to work, was given a very cool
reception.

Amid constant interruptions
he excused the agreement.

Cynical

Workers must accept the

Prices and Incomes Act, he
said.

This was the possible way
to achieve wage increases.

But asked by one furious
dustman, ‘Would you come
out to work for £13?’ he re-
pli'ed cynically ‘I don't have
to’.
Throughout the meeting as
things became too hot for him
he hid behind the inade-
quacies of the shop stewards
in the depots, blamed the men
for not calling a mass meet-
ing earlier and finally replied
to a question about the agree-
ment reached by the drivers’

Guards’ strike cripples

THE LONDON  under-
ground guards’ 24-hour
strike on Tuesday received
widespread support from
the 1,800 workers in-
volved.

No trains were running on
the Central, Piccadilly and
Northern City lines.

The services on other lines
were considerably restricted
as fewer than a third of the

tubes

normal number of trains

were operating.

Only the Victoria line,
where the trains have no
guards, ran normally.

This was the second 24-
hour guards’ strike in sup-
port of their demand for the

same mileage bonus as
drivers.
The strikers are dissatis~

fied with the slowness of
pay talks between manage-~
ment and unions and the
meagre offers of 16s a week
more that these have pro-
duced.

Union officials have made:
several attempts to persuade
the guards to call off their
strike campaign.

deal

Workers’ Press correspondent

union:

‘1 am not in the drivers’
union so I don't know what
the deal was.’

After the decision had been
taken to stay on strike at
least until Friday, he then
tried to split the men into two
different meetings in an at-
tempt to get them back to
work.

The men recognised this
and after electing a strike
committee and a new shop
steward for the Partick depot
they rejoined the men who
had split off and continued
the fight with the official.

Demands

The meeting got almost
unanimous support for:

@® The rejection of the
Edinburgh agreement.

® A basic rate for all
grades of £18.

A mass meeting to be
held at the earliest opport-
unity of all Glasgow dustmen.

They also decided on a
demonstration to today's shop
stewards’ meeting to raise
their demands and to extend
the strike to all the city’s
depots.

Before next year, refuse
workers will be feeling the
full impact of rents and rate
increases, higher fares and the
inevitable rise in prices.

Their wages should be in-
creased now by the full £3 on
the basic rate originally de-
manded—with no productivity
‘strings’.

The bogey of the health
danger is, of course, being
raised, particularly because
with the sewage men on
strike, sewage is being pumped
untreated into the Clyde.

-‘Hazards

No mention is made, how-
ever, of the danger to the
health of the refuse workers
themselves, existing on miser-
ably low wages, exposed to
the hazards of bad weather,
dust, etc., to say nothing of
the problem in Glasgow of
battling with the rats—estim-
ated to number four million.

Refuse workers at all Glas-
gow depots, including drivers,
should join the strike.

Glasgow should make
approaches also to the striking
dustmen in Barrhead, Giff-
nock, Newton Meams, Paisley,
ete., for united action to win
the full claim.

@®  Withdrawal from

Prague of some of the
80,000 Soviet troops sta-
tioned. thers -since last

year’s invasion. This could
serve as a gesture of trust
in the ability of the Husak
regime to hold down the

working class  without
large-scale Kremlin assis-
tance.

@® Big Soviet convertible
currency loans to modern-
ize the Czech economy,
streamlining the best
plants and closing down
the less efficient.

® Emergency supplies of
coal to preveat another
Czech winter of closed
schools and unheated
homes.

NEW DEAL

If these three items are the
basis of the new deal be-
tween Husak and the Krem-
lin, then they are merely
makeshift attempts to relieve
some of the pressure on the
Czech bureaucracy and
create a more favourable
economic and political back-
ground for its long job of

consolidation.
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CRISIS IN
MOTORS

The fourth article in this
series will appear in
Saturday’s Workers’ Press
(November 1).

Our industrial
correspondent was in
Paris last week during
the strike at Renault’s
giant Boulogne-Billancourt
plant and interviewed
some of its 37,000
workers about the low
wages, long hours and
speed-up imposed by

the state management.

It will also deal with

the role of the Stalinist
trade union leaders

in helping to create
‘these conditions.

The article will be of great
interest in view of the
new wave of struggle
which has broken out

in the French car industry
and will be of especial
importance for those
attending the All Trades
Unions Alliance’s motor
industry conference on
November 8. Renault
workers will be attending
the conference and the
article is essential
background reading to
the report they will
present,

Order your copy now!

British
Stalinism

exposed

A reply to Mrs Reid’s
pamphlet ‘Ultra-Left-
-igim-In Britair’,

COMMENCING Tues-
day November 4 the
Workers Press will pub-
lish five articles by
Robert Black. They will
appear as follows:
Tuesday Nov. 4: 1. The
People’s Front and the
Transitional Programme
of the Fourth Interna-
tional.

Wednesday Nov. 5: 2.
Stalinism in the War: the
Stalin-Hitler Pact.
Thursday Nov. 6: 3.
Stalinism in the War: the
‘Big Three’. -
Friday Neov. 7: 4. British
Trotskyism today: Stal-
inism and Revisionism.
Saturday Nov. 8: 5. The
fight for am alternative
leadership: The Stalin-
ists’ record—and ours.

Make sure every Com-
munist Party member
you know receives a
copy on these dates.

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

All car, car delivery and components
workers are invited to a motor
workers’ conference

Digbeth Civic Hall, Digbeth
BIRMINGHAM
Saturday, November 8 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Write for credentials to R. Parsons,
21 Strawberry Path, Blackbird Leys, Oxford
Conference fee 5s. a person.
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at Scottish factory

B.S.R. strikers
" determined
to win

Ex-Ford
man

Blakeman

flies in to
E. Kilbride

MR LESLIE BLAKEMAN
hopes that his investiga-
tion into the eleven week
strike at the BSR factory at
East Kilbride will be com-
pleted by the week-end.

Eight hundred AEF
members have been on
strike over trade umon re-
cognition.

Blakeman is leading the
Commission on Yndustrial
Relations (CIR) inquiry
into the dispute.

Ford workers know him
as the person who in
March of this year took
out High Court writs

against Dagenham strikers
when they were involved

Blakeman

in a battle against the
infamous ‘penal clauses’.

At that time he was
Ford’s labour relations di-
rector.

He has agreed to submit
his findings to a joint meet-
ing early next week with
Mr John Ferguson, BSR
chairman and Mr John
Boyd, AEF Scottish execu-
tive member.

He flew up to Scotland
on Tuesday evening for
talks with Mr John Eng-
land, works manager, and
local union officials.

IN VIEW of Mr Blakeman’s
visit, the Mid-Lanarkshire dis-
trict committee of the AEF
postponed indefinitely the
one-day strike it had origin-
ally called for Wednesday in
support of the BSR strikers.

This is a serious retreat in
a situation where the strikers
must be given the maximum
support to resist the pressure

from the Commission on In-
dustrial Relations.

THE 1000 WORKERS on strike at the East
Kilbridge factory of Better Sound Reproductions
Ltd., are under extreme provocation from the
combined forces of the management and the
police, both egged on by the clamour from the
capitalist press and television.

Voluntary
sackings
begin at

G.EC-LL

UNION leaders and shop
stewards have agreed to be-
ginning selective voluntary
redundancies at the GEC-
English Electric Netherton
factory, which is due to close
within 12 months.

Mr George Doughty, gene-
ral secretary of the draughts-
men, led local officials and
shop stewards in talks with
Sir Jack Scamp, GEC person-
nel director, earlier this
week.

After the meeting it was
announced - that the volun-
tary redundancy arrange-
ments would allow the men
time to look for other work
before the management’s ‘no
enforced redundancy guar-
antee’ runs out at the end of
the year.
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BIRMINGHAM

‘The future for the motor
industry’
Tuesday, November 4
8 pm.

Three Horse Shoes
Coventry Road, Sheldon

SOUTH-WEST LONDON

Tuesday, November 4,
8 p.m.

Horse and Groom
Mitcham Road

Young Socialists

GRAND' XMAS
BAZAAR

Saturday, Nov. 29

Canning Town Public Hall

doors open 12 noon

Can you sew? knit? paint?
make something for our Bazaar?
give something towards our bazaar ?
Have you a tin of grocery? jumble?
Help us make this the best bazaar ever held !
Help us raise the money for our daily paper—

THE WORKERS’ PRESS

Last Friday dozens of

police hurled themselves

into a crowd of picketing
workers when a window in
the factory gatehouse was
smashed.

They violently - thrust
aside women and young
girls in a desperate attempt
to make an arrest.

A man was questioned, but
immediately the police carry-
ing out the investigation were
surrounded by 30 women who
refused to allow an arrest to
be made.

Only minutes before, a
woman had been knocked un-
conscious by a minibus as it
sped out of the factory gate.

The police tactic is to clear
the gate of pickets and to
allow buses and other vehicles
to leave the factory at high
speed, regardless of danger.

Women strikers allege that
one minibus driver deliberate-
ly skidded his vehicle towards
pickets on the opposite side
of the road.

It is clear that the police
are acting under instructions
to build up a case for sub-
mission to the Commission on
Industrial Relations.

The capitalist press glee-
fully produces headlines about
strikers’ violence and calls for
sanctions. All this is gnst to
Wilson’s mill.

Not give in

The BSR workers are more
determined than ever. We will
never give in, they say.

Jim Waugh, delegate from
the AEF mid-Lanarkshire dis-
trict committee, told the
Workers’ Press that 1,123
members of the Amalgamated
Union of Engineering and
Foundryworkers are receiving
strike pay.

He estimated that there
were now 500 working in the
factory of whom only 150
were originally employed be-
fore the strike.

Six members of craft uni-

ons had been expelled by

their branches for scabbing
on the strike.

Operating in the centre of
what was a thriving coalfield
and launched by government
grants, BSR is a perfect ex-
ample of the ‘direction of in-
dustry’, a slogan favoured by

the Communist Party and
Labour ‘lefts’.
Archie Tedford was a

miner for 20 years and re-
tumed to Lanarkshire to work
l?r BSR along with James
aillie as labourers in the
press shop.

‘The BSR manager’, said
Archie, ‘wants to use a big
stick to discipline us in his
factory, but we are not meant
to use a big stick to hit back’.

He and James Baillie said
that they worked for a flat
rate of £12 5s. a week, which
was ‘ncreased by £1 after six
weeks.

In order to make a decent
wage they were forced to
work overtime.

Their week’s work consists
of 8 am. to 9 p.m. with half

by Bob Shaw

an hour for lunch from Mon-

day to Friday and 8 a.m. to
12 midday on Saturday,
rounded off with 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. on Sunday.

In this way BSR avoids em-
ploying additional men during
the twilight shift when
women work part-time for
four hours.

James Baillie claimed that
the supervision had young

girls in tears on the assembly |.

lines on many occasions.

‘A trade union cannot allow
a firm like that to beat them,’
he added.

The question raised .by the
women strikers is that of
equal pay and relief from
heavy work.

Elizabeth Welch said she
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POLLING DAY IN SWINDON

Y.S. CAMPAIGN
IN TOP GEAR

THE Young Socialists’ cam-
paign for candidate FRANK
WILLIS in the Swindon by-
election continued in top gear
right up to today—polling
day.

Eve-of-poll factory-gate
meetings have been held at
the main factories in the
town, at Pressed-Steel, Fisher,
Plessey, Garrard and the Rail-
way workshops. The meetings
have met with an interested
reception from audiences of
workers.

The campaign has been ex-
tremely hard-fought by the
Young Socialists, who have
completed three complete
canvasses of the town and
covered every aspect of the
workers’ movement in the
town during the pre-election
period.

Whatever the size of the
poll, the Young Socialists will
not be leaving Swindon. The

campaign will continue right
up to the general election and
beyond.

The issues on which the
Young Socialists have cam-
paigned—measured-day work,
the Common Market, anti-
union laws—are at the heart
of the continuing crisis in
British capitalism and will
continue to be of vital im-
portance to workers there.

The Young Socialists’ cam-
paign,-in contrast to those of
the other four parties, is the
only one that has concentra-
ted on the basic issues facing
the working class and has not
been caught up in vote-catch-
ing gimmickry through the
television, inter-party debates
and the churches.

Instead, the Young Social-
ists have concentrated on
politically fighting out the

issues on the door-steps and-

outside the factories.

Help is still urgently needed right up to the end of polling
tonight. Please contact Central Committee Rooms, 5a,
Milton Road, Swindon. Tel: Swindon 20570,

Soviet-Czech

talks

‘reach

agreement’

ACCORDING to reports from Moscow, the
nine days talks just concluded between Soviet
and Czech leaders have resulted in an agree-
ment on three main points:

Soldiers
sentenced for
Ulster protest

THREE young  British
soldiers serving in Ulster have
been sentenced to . nine
months detention for protest-
ing over their living condi-
tions, food and length of the
guard duties.

The men were court-mar-
tialled after they disobeyed
orders to leave a damaged

house in Dover Street, Bel-

fast.

They complained to their
commanding officer about
their guard duties and billets.

At their court martial the
three Grenadier guardsmen
pleaded guilty to a charge of
disobeying a lawful command
and to an additional charge
of disobedience with wilful
defiance.

In the men's defence it was
said, ‘At the time of the
offences they were under
great pressure and extremely
tired.

‘They came out to Ulster
as unsuitable and unhappy
soldiers who wanted to leave
the army’.

There will undoubtedly be
more such cases.

This is just the first sign
of a crack in the discipline of
the British army as it has to
face the working class at
home.

INDUSTRIAL
ROUND-UP

‘Official
strike’ call
from
miners

MINERS from South Wales,
Yorkshire and Scotland will
lobby de]egates attending
their union’s delegate confer-
ence on surfacemens hours
today.

Some 300 South Wales
miners plan to travél to Lon-
don for the lobby. They will
demand support for a Porth-
cawl resolution calling for a
nationwide official “strike on
the issue.

Meanwhile, clerical and ad-
ministrative workers employ-
ed by the Coal Board are now
pressing their executive to
claim substantial improve-
ments in pay and conditions
in line with those granted for
day-wage men.

Vauxhall
deal vote
‘unaccept-

able’

AMALGAMATED Engineers
and Foundryworkers’ stew-

.ards at Vauxhall’s Ellesmere

Port plant have called on
those workers back at their
jobs to ban overtime until all
the union’s laid-off members
are reinstated.

The union’s leaders are
pushing for an early signing
of the company’s disputed pay
and productivity deal.

But the Merseyside stew-
ards have said that last
week’s vote on the proposals
~——over which 15,000 men are
still laid off at Luton, Dun-
stable and Ellesmere Port—
was unconstitutional and can-
not be accepted.

Glasgow

Dustmen

hit back at

HARD on the heels of the
sell-out of the London
dustmen and the drawing
up of a new productivity

deal for dustmen nation- -

ally comes a wave of un-
official strikes in Glasgow
against the new agreement.
More than 500 corpora-
tion workers, dustmen,
road sweepers and sewage
workers, have been on
strike since Friday at
Shieldhall, Dalmuir and
Polmadie depots.

Most are members of the
General and Municipal Work-
ers’ Union (G&MWU) and are
dissatisfied with awards re-

cently agreed with the
National Joint Industrial
Council.

They also face the threat
of a productivity deal at pre-
sent being negotiated by the
G&MWU in Glasgow.

At a turbulent meeting on
Monday of men from Partick
and Kelvinhaugh depots the
G&MWU official sent along
to try to get the men back
to work, was given a very cool
reception.

Amid constant interruptions
he excused the agreement.

Cynical

Workers must accept the

Prices and Incomes Act, he
said.

This was the possible way
to achieve wage increases.

But asked by one furious
dustman, ‘Would  you come
out to work for £13?° he re-
pli’ed cynically ‘I don’t have
to’.

Throughout the meeting as
things became too hot for him
he hid behind the inade-
quacies of the shop stewards
in the depots, blamed the men
for not calling a mass meet-
ing earlier and finally replied
to a question about the agree-

ment reached by the drivers’

Guards’ strike cripples

THE LONDON under-
ground guards’ 24-hour
strike on Tuesday received

widespread support from
the 1,800 workers in-
volved.

No trains were running on
the Central, Piccadilly and
Northern City lines.

The services on other lines
were considerably restricted
as fewer than a third of the

tubes

normal number of trains
were operating.
Only the Victoria line,

where the trains have mno
guards;, ran normally.

This was the second 24-
hour guards’ strike in sup-
port of their demand for the

same mileage bonus as

drivers.

The strikers are dissatis-
fied with the slowness of
pay talks between manage-
ment and unions and the
meagre offers of 16s a week
more that these have pro-
duced..

Union officials have made-

several attempts to persuade
the guards to call off their
strike campaign.

deal

Workers’ Press correspondent

union:

‘I am not in the drivers’
union so I don’t know what
the deal was.’

After the decision had been
taken to stay on strike at
least until Friday, he then
tried to split the men into two
different meetings in an at-
tempt to get them back to
work.

The men recognised this
and after electing a strike
committee and a new shop
steward for the Partick depot
they rejoined the men who
had split off and continued
the fight with the official.

Demands

The meeting got almost
unanimous support for:

[ The rejection of the
Edinburgh agreement.

A Dbasic rate for all
grades of £18.

@® A mass meeting to be
held at the earliest opport-
unity of all Glasgow dustmen.

They also decided on a
demonstration to today’s shop
stewards’ meeting to raise
their demands and to extend
the strike to all the city’s
depots.

Before next year, refuse
workers will be feeling the
full impact of rents and rate
increases, higher fares and the
inevitable rise in prices.

Their wages should be in-
creased now by the full £3 on
the basic rate originally de-
manded—with no productivity
‘strings’.

The bogey of the health
danger is, of course, being
raised, particularly because
with the sewage men on
strike, sewage is being pumped
untreated into the Clyde.

Hazards

No mention is made, how-
ever, of the danger to the
health of the refuse workers
themselves, existing on miser-
ably low wages, exposed to
the hazards of bad weather,
dust, etc.,, to say nothing of
the problem in Glasgow of
battling with the rats—estim-
ated to number four million.

Refuse workers at all Glas-
gow depots, including drivers,
should join the strike.

Glasgow should make
approaches also to the strikin; ﬁg
dustmen 'in Barrhead,
nock, Newton Mearns,- Pais}ey.
etc., for united action to win
the full claim.

‘tioned., thers:

® Withdrawal from
Prague of some of the
80,000 Soviet troops sta-
-since last)
year’s invasion. This could
serve as a gesture of trust
in the ability of the Husak
regime to hold down the
working class  without
large-scale Kremlin assis-
tance.

@® Big Soviet convertible
currency loans to modern-
ize the Czech economy,
streamlining the best
plants and closing down
the less efficient.

©® Emergency supplies of
coal to prevent another
Czech winter of closed
schools and unheated
homes.

NEW DEAL

If these three items are the
basis of the new deal be-
tween Husak and the Krem-
lin, then they are merely
makeshift attempts to relieve
some of the pressure on the
Czech bureaucracy and
create a more favourable
economic and political back-
ground for its long job of
consolidation.
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CRISIS IN
MOTORS

The fourth article in this
series will appear in
Saturday’s Workers’ Press
(November 1).

Our industrial
correspondent was in

- Paris last week during
the strike at Renault’s
giant Boulogne-Billancourt
plant and interviewed
some of its 37,000
workers about the low
wages, long hours and
speed-up imposed by

the state management.

It will also deal with

the role of the Stalinist
trade union leaders

in helping to create

these conditions.

The article will be of great
interest in view of the
new wave of struggle
which has broken out

in the French car industry
and will be of especial
importance for those
attending the All Trades
Unions Alliance’s motor
industry conference on
November 8. Renault
workers will be attending
the conference and the
article is essential
background reading to
the report they will
present.

Order your copy now!

Br;ﬁ—sh
Stalinism
exposed

A reply to Mrs Reid’s
pamphiet ‘Ultra-Left-
- ism in Britair”,

COMMENCING Tues-
day November 4 the
Workers Press will pub-
lish five articles by
Robert Black. They will
appear as follows:
Tuesday Nov. 4: 1. The
People’s Front and the
Transitional Programme
of the Fourth Interna-
tional.

Wednesday Nov. 5: 2,
Stalinism in the War: the
Stalin-Hitler Pact.

Thursday Nov. 6: 3.
Stalinism in the War: the
‘Big Three’.

Friday Nov. 7: 4. British
Trotskyism today: Stal-
inism and Revisionism.
Saturday Nov. 8: 5. The
fight for an alternative
leadership: The Stalin-
ists’ record—and ours.

Make sure every Com-
munist Party member
you know receives a
copy on these dates.

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

MOTOR WORKERS
CONFERENCE

All car, car delivery and components
workers are invited to a motor
workers’ conference

Digbeth Civic Hall, Digbeth
BIRMINGHAM

Saturday, November 8 2 p.m. to % p.m.

Write for credentials to R. Parsons,
21 Strawberry Path, Blackbird Leys, Oxford
Conference fee 5s. a person

-

\
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Essential
Marxist
reading

Just off the Press
THE PROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE REVOLUTION

22s. 6d.
37s. 6d.

paperback
hard cover

SPECIAL OFFERS

THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

(3 vois. Complete and unabridged, paperback
edition in presentation case.)

THE BASIC WRITINGS OF TROTSKY ed. Irving
Howe ... .

(Containing some articles not available in trans-
lation elsewhere. Usual price 42s.)

AN AGE OF PERMANENT REVOLUTION
A Trotsky anthology. Ed. Isaac Deutscher

REVOLUTION BETRAYED : What is the Soviet
Union and where is it Going? (paperback)

(hardcover)

IN DEFENCE OF MARXISM (paperback)
(hardcover)

THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL, Vol. 2 (paperback)
(hardcover)

THE CLASS NATURE OF THE SOVIET STATE
AND THE WORKERS STATE AND THE
QUESTION OF THERMIDOR AND BONA-
PARTISM ...

THE STRUGGLE FOR STATE POWER (1917)

THE DRAFT PROGRAMME OF THE COMMUN-
IST INTERNATIONAL
A Criticism of Fundamentals (1928)

THROUGH WHAT STAGE ARE WE PASSING?

(Speech at the 50th All-Union Congress of Medical
and Veterinary Workers 1924.)

THE INTELLIGENTSIA AND SOCIALISM (1910)

STRATEGY AND TACTICS IN THE IMPERIAL-
IST EPOCH (1928) ...

THE DEATH AGONY OF CAPITALISM AND THE
TASKS OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
(The Transitional Programme 1938.)

RADIO, SCIENCE, TECHNIQUE AND SOCIETY

(inaugural address at the 1st All-Union Congress of
the Society of Friends of Radio, 1926.)

CULTURE AND SOCIALISM and ART AND
REVOLUTION

CLASS AND ART
Problems of Culture under the Dictatorship of the
Proletariat

THEIR MORALS AND OURS ...
Moralists and Sycophants Against Marxism

YOUNG PEOPLE STUDY POLITICS! ...
The significance and methods of anti-religious pro-
paganda. Speech at a meeting to celebrate the fifth
anniversary of the establishment of Soviet Georgla.
(Two speeches and an article.)

LEON SEDOV ...

Dedicated to the Proletarian Youth. (Containing
‘Son, Friend, Fighter' and ‘Was Leon Sodo\!
murdered?’ by Leon Trotsky, and ‘Father and Son
by Natalia Sedova Trotsky.)

STALINISM AND TROTSKYISM IN THE USA
(Stenograph report of a discussion- between Trotsky
and American Trotskyists, 1940.)

MARXISM AND THE TRADE UNIONS ...

Containing ‘Trade Unions in the Epoch of Im-
p(orlalm Do%ay' and ‘Communism and Syndlcallem’.)

GENERAL
Revolution and Counter-Revolution in Spain
(Felix Morrow) (paperback)
(hardcover)

Revolution and Counter-Revolution in Hungary
(G Healy)

30s. 0d.

25s. 0d.

9s. 6d.

12s. 6d.
30s.

10s. 6d.
21s.
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BRITAIN has now fol-
lowed the United States,
West Germany, Sweden
and Denmark in bann-
ing the sale from Janu-
ary 1 of food products
containing the artificial
sweetener cyclamate.

This follows a US govern-
ment report of the develop-
ment of deformities and
cancer in animals injected
with large doses of the sub-
stance.

Experiments with rats have
shown that prolonged doses
of cyclamates produce genetic
changes which would corres-
pond to cancer in man.

In further tests, chick em-
bryos injected were found to
be deformed on hatching. This
raises by implication the ques-
tion of pregnant women who
habitually consume food and
drink — especially the types
used for dieting—which con-
tains cyclamate.

Senator Warren Magnuson,
chairman of the sub-committee
which handles the budget for
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, said that the chicks
‘present a chamber of horrors
at hatching age . . . Many are
crippled with twisted spines,
underdeveloped eyes, dwarfed
and missing wings and legs,
and abdomens so deformed
that the organs are visible.

‘Flippers’

‘Perhaps the most frighten-
ing on some- are the familiar
“flippers” for arms and legs
that were seen on Thalidomide
babies.’

Small wonder that there is
consternation at the Ministry
of Agriculture.

Its Food Additives and Con-
taminants Committee (FAAC)
had already produced two re-
ports on cyclamates and, in
the absence of ‘decisive’ proof,
decided in 1968 to allow the
chemical in all foodstuffs.

This decision was taken in

spite of doubts expressed by What are cyclamates ? sweetening power. bans.
In Britain, the British Sugar
Bureau, a public relations

RENAULT workers at
Le Mans defied the
management’s lock out
(reported in last Satur-
day’s Workers’ Press)
by forcing the doors of
the plant on Monday
morning and reporting
for work as usual.

The decision to defy the
lock-out was taken at a mass
meeting of 6,500 day-shift

workers outside the factory
at 7 am.

Police stood by as the
workers broke down the

locked gates, but they did not
intervene.

The Stalinist-led union, the
CGT, stated that on no ac-
count would it back ‘adventur-
ist’ demands which would have
the effect of sharpening or
prolonging the conflict.

In the afternoon the CGT
and the CFDT (the other main
union at Renault) told a press
conference in Le Mans that the
management had agreed to re-
sume negotiations on wages.

One of the men’s demands
is an allowance for working in
high temperatures.

Meanwhile, the unions said,
the workers would continue to
demand entry to the plant
lu&til the lock-out was called
off.

Similar demands

The Renault management
claim that a wage increase at
Le Mans would lead to de-
mands for similar rises all over
France.

If the dispute lasts more
than a few more days, the

enault strikers defy lock-out

By Martin
Zarrop

They are also intended to
pass through the body without
affecting it or being chemically
changed in the digestive pro-
cess. .

However, there is evidence
to suggest that during this pro-
cess the cyclamates may be
converted into a more toxic

. chemical.

Furthermore, research car-
ried out at the Paracelsus
Institute in Austria suggests
that three groups of people
could be in danger from an
uncontrolled intake of cycla-
mates : those with existing
damage to liver cells, those
whose heart action is below
normal, and people suffering
from a deficiency in the anti-
— blood-clotting mechanism.

Since British law does not
require a manufacturer speci-
fically to state that a product
contains cyclamate, it is diffi-
cult to find out how exten-
sively it is used. ‘

It is certainly widely used in
soft drinks but, according to a
report from the British Nutri-
tion Foundation, producers of
the chemical recommend its
use in a wide range of foods,
‘including bread, buns, rolls,
cakes, pastries, canned fruit
and fruit juices, preserves,
jams, jellies, sauces, pickles,
dressings, canned vegetables,
confectionery, and cured
meats’.

Contradictory

Cyclamate may not be used
in ice cream, but it is sold in
tablets for use in tea and other
beverages by slimmers and
those on diets, like diabetics.

The FAAC took a contra-
dictory position in that, while
recommending that cyclamates
continue in use, they proposed
that the British Industrial Bio-
logical Research Association

—— e e ——

Fly killer

& Spencer, John Lewis and sweeteners derived from ben- ivestigate five points connec-
Sainsbury’s where, pending zine and although they have ted with their use, including
further clarification, products no nutritive value they have  the fact th‘at high intake causes
containing cyclamates were the property of being 30 times diarrhoea !

banned. sweeter than sugar weight for We do not have to look far

leading retailers such as Marks They are a group of artificial

below the surface to find
vested interests at work.

The sugar industry has
financed most of the research
that has led to the present

weight.

Unlike saccharin they leave
no after-taste and they are
cheaper than sugar in terms of

Obviously it was a little late
for the FAAC to give ‘immedi-
ate and priority consideration’
to the American ban.

nerve-gas?

FOLLOWING hard on the
heels of the ban on cycla-

organization set up by Tate
and Lyle, the British Sugar
Corporation, and Manbré and
Garton, has béen most active.

It has given briefings to
MPs, lectured to women’s in-

pona strips give off DDVP
vapour for nearly half their
life at a rate that will expose

stitutes and townswomen’s mates pending further re- the housewife to substantially
S lg)mlds abOl:it cyclarr}xﬁtgs ban(': search into their toxic pro- more than the safety level

as preépared a pamphlet abou : laid down b the World

them freely available to any- pertlgs, re.cent .work . by Health Organizztion.

one interested. Swedish biochemist Goran

Undoubtedly there is a simi-  Lofroth raises doubts about

lar lobby in America where ., . (. 400 of letting the No response

the ban involves the billion- € hosph .g t ‘New  Scientistt  reports

dollar-a-year soft drink and  Organophosphorous imsecl- . U oo ioations into  the

diet food industry whose pro-
ducts are used by some 75 per
cent of American families.

‘Safe side’

In announcing the British
ban, the Minister of Agricul-
ture, Mr Cledwyn Hughes, im-
plied that it was being imposed
to be on the safe side and that
the rats in the US experi-
ments had been given doses
which would have been the

cide DDVP be freely avail-
able in Britain (‘New Scien-
tist’, October 23).

effects of DDVP-impregnated
dog collars reveals a failure
of the animals to respond nor-
mally to anaesthesia and that
death occurs when minimal
doses of barbiturates are ad-
ministered.

Severe dermatitis is - also
observed as a side effect.

Shell admits that the sales
of Vapona are booming and
that already one strip is sold
for every five aerosol insec-

DDVP was synthesized in
the late 1940s and is mar-
keted by Shell wunder the
trade name Vapona.

It acts, like related com-
pounds which are being stock-
piled as nerve gases, by in-
hibiting certain chemical pro-
cesses which play an essential

equivalent in a man weighing  part in the transmission of ticides.
150 1b of 500 eight oz bottles nerve impulses. However, if Lofroth’s
of soft (%rinks a day during his Vapona is extensively used  claims are correct, DDVP
. entire life span. in h t d food- will  significantly - interfere
Outside Renault’s Le Mans car plant—workers vote to force their . . in houses, canteens and 100 : Py
way in after the management had decided to lock them out over a If so, why the panic stations? shops; on dog-collars and on with the transmission of

One thing is certain whether
the US findings are conclusive
or not.

nervous impulses in humans.
In which case we agree with
‘New Scientist’s’ conclusions

aircraft.
It eliminates the need for

wage dispute.

s frequent spraying as with
As long as it is extremely that sales should be sus-
whole Renault combine will be Whatever the Stalinists may  profitable to use drugs and DDPT and lasts for three ;404 immediately.
at a standstill. say, the fight in Renault is  chemicals which have been months. More than that, the giant
Le Mans manufactures parts warming up, a sure sign that inadequately tested on human Professor Lofroth  shows Shell monopoly should be
that are assembled in all the the French working class as a beings, the Thalidomide tragedy that, even if Shell’s instruc- nationalized to prevent such
other factories. whole is on the move again. will occur again. tions are closely followed, Va- occurrences.

b
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9.38 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 12.30

p.m. Farm Management. 1.00

Cadw Cwmni. 1.30 Watch With

Mother. 1.45-1.53 News, Weather.
Snap. 3.25 Mad Movies. 3.55 Face
Of The Earth. 4.15 News Head-
lines. 4.17 Diane's Magic Theatre.
4.30 Crossroads. 4.55 The Adven-

2.05-2.25 Schools. 4.20 Play
School. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55 Blue

tures of Robin Hood. 5.20 Magpie.
5.50 News From ITN.

Peter. 5.20 Journey To The Centre
Of The Earth. 5.44 Babar. 5.50
6.03 Today.
6.35 Peyton Place.

Westward

11.00 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 1.40-2.58
p.m. Schools, 4.08 Westward News
Headlines. 4.10 Peyton Place. 4.38 The
Gus Honeybun Show. 4.50 The Flaxton
Boys. 5.20 Magpie. 5.50 National News.
6.00 Westward Diary. 6.20 Pett Subject.
6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 The Thursday
Film: °‘Five Finger Exercise’ starrin
Jack Hawkins, Rosalind Russell, Maxi-
milian Schell, Richard Beymer and
Anette Gorman. 9.00 Nearest and
Dearest. 9.30 This Week. 10.00 News
At Ten. 10.30 Cinema. 11.00 Seaway.
11.50 Faith For Life. 11.56 Weather.

National News and Weather.
6.00 London-Nationwide.
6.45 The Newcomers.

7.05 Top Of The Pops.
7.30 Dad’s Army.
8.00 Softly, Softly.

8.50 The Maln
Weather.

9.10 Sportsnight With Coleman,
10.00 In A Class Of Thelr Own.

Northern Ireland: 2.30-2.50 p.m. For
Schools. 6.00-6.45 Scene Around Six,
Weather, Nationwide. 10.00-10.30
Patterson People. 12.02 a.m. Northern
Ireland News Headlines, Weather,

*  Road Works Report.

and Dearest.
News At Ten, Weather. 10.30 Cinema.
11.00 The Contenders. 12 midnight.

9.30 This Week. 10.00

News and

South and West: 6.00-6.45 p.m. Points
West, South Today, Spotlight South-
West, Weather, Nationwide. 12.02
a.m. South and West News Headlines,

Grampian Scottish

Weather. " 10.58 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 1.38-2.58 11.00 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 1.40-2.58

10.30 24 Hours. 7.05 }"I" mT"““"ds"’é“ E""'é:arm’ p.m. Schools. 4.15 News Headlines.  P.m. Schools. 4.20 Scotland Early. 4.30
11.15 The Internati | Ball rightene: Yy [+] 4.17 Dilane’s Magic Theatre. 4.30 The Crossroads. 4.55 The New Adventures
. e International Baliroom Herbert Lom, Alfred Marks, New Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. of Superman. 5.20 Magpie. 5.50
Championships 1969. Sean Connery and John 4.55 Ivanhoe. 5.20 Magpie. 5.50 News. National News. 6.00 Scotland Now.

6.35 High Living. 7.05 Feature Film:
‘Busman’s Honeymoon’ starring Robert
Montgomery, Constance Cummings.

6.00 Grampian News. 6.10 The Double
Life of Henry Phyfe. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 Adventure. 9.00 McCue’s Music.

Gregson.
9.00 Nearest and Dearest.

12 midnight Weatherman.

B.B.C.-2

Regional programmes as BBC-1 except 9.30 This Week. 10.00 News At Ten, 9.00 Nearest and Dearest. 9.30 This
at the following times: 11.00-11.20 a.m. Play School. 9.30 This Week. ;Veather. 10.30 Cinema. 11.00 Parkin’s ~ Week. ‘i’i"&. lI_ﬁetwsc ‘ﬁt 1&'2"1 10.30
) nema. 11. ate Call. 11. oker’s
Midiands and East Anglia: 6.00-6.45 7.00 p.m. Teaching Adults. 10.00 News At Ten. atch wild.
p.m. Midlands Today, Look East, 7.30 Newsroom, Weather. 10.30 Cinema.
Weather, Nationwide. 12.02 a.m. 8.00 Call My Biuff.
Il‘ﬂlg(‘;’lsandssu::lrgaéi’st yrfgaltl?ler for the 8.30 The Money Programme. 11.00 Tales of Edgar Wallace.
) 9.10 The Canterbury Tales. 12 midnight Giving and Getting. -r T
N oty Weather, Narionwide. 1303 10.00 Portralt of Petula, : yne iees Anglia
' ’ L diin, 10.50 News Summary, Weather.
.m. Northern Ne Headlines, ’
?Nr?a\ther.or € we cactine 10.55 Line-Up. 11.00 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 1.40-2.58
p.m. Schools. 4.13 North East News- 10.58 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 1.38-2.58
Wales: 2.30-2.50 p.m. Gwlad A Thref. Y rk h’ room. 4.15 News Headlines. 4.17 Sara p.m. Schools. 4.05 Castle Haven. 4.30
6.00-6.45 Wales Today, Weather, orKsnire and Hoppity. 4.25 Mr Piper. 4.53 North  Anglia Newsroom. 4.35 Sean The Lepre-
Nationwide. 6.45-7.05 Heddiw. 10.00- East Newsroom. 4.55 Ivanhoe. 5.20 chaun. 4.50 The Flaxton Boys. 5.
10.30 Y Dewis. Magpie. 5.50 News. 6.00 Today At Six. Magpie. 5.50 News. 6.00 About Anglia.

11.00-11.38 a.m. Schools. 1.40-2.58 p.m.
Schools. 4.00 Houseparty. 4.15 News
Headlines. 4.17 Diane’s Magic Theatre.
4.30 Arthur. 4.55 The Forest Rangers.

6.20 Arena. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Star
Thames Action Movie: ‘Flying Leathernecks’

starring John Wayne, Robert Ryan,

Don Taylor, Janis Carter. 9.00 Nearest

Interview with Nicol Williamson. 11.00 12 Schools. 1.40 5.20 Magpie. 5.50 News. 6.00 Calendar, Press: The Russian Ambassador. .11.00 and Dearest. 9.30 This Week. 10.00
12,02 a.m. Epilogue, Scottish News .00 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 1.40- Weather. 6.30 Castle Haven. 7.00 University Challenge. 11.30 Late News News At Ten, Weather. 10.30 Cinema.
Headlines. 2.58 p.m. Schools. 3.15 Snip and Somewhere I’ll Find You. 9.00 Nearest Extra. 11.47 God In Good Season. 11.00 Joker’s Wild. 11.30 Reflection.
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6.30 Peyton Place. 7.00 Marcus Welby,
MD. 8.00 Man In A Suitcase. 9.00
Nearest and Dearest. 9.30 This Week.
10.00 News At Ten. 10.30 Face The

Scotland: 2.30-2.50 p.m. Around Scot-
land. 6.00-6.45 Reporting Scotland.
70.00-10.30 First erson Singular:
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THE SHELVES of any
well-stocked British or
American library today
contain literally scores of
books on the ‘monetary
crisis’.

Especially over the last
decade there has been a
veritable flood of reports,
pamphlets and investigations
into the nature of the illness
now afflicting the capitalist
monetary system.

A favourite theme of much
of this work is that capital-
ism is now suffering from an
acute ‘liquidity crisis’.

The threat to world trade
and the future stability of the
system is, we are informed, an
inadequacy in the means for
settling international debt. The
gold, dollar, and sterling re-
serves are inadequate to meet

the needs of an expanding
world trade.

Only if means are found to
supplement these present re-
serves can crisis and disaster
be averted. This has led many
eminent economists and bank-
ers to demand the creation of
a ‘new money’ which would
either replace or provide an
addition to the present sources
of liquidity.

Why not allow a central
bank, such as the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, to
print an agreed quantity of
such paper money which could
then be distributed to the
capitalist states ?

Indeed such proposals, in a
limited form at least, have
been put into operation in the
form of the creation of Special
Drawing Rights (or ‘paper
gold’). And as early as 1944
Keynes had proposed the
creation of a new world re-
serve currency — Bancor —
which would have done away
with the ‘barbarous relic’ of
gold.

In the elaboration of such
schemes the capitalist class
shows that the true nature of
the systems remains a mystery
to it.

In the space of this brief
article we shall show why such
‘solutions’ are Utopian and
arise from a total misconcep-
tion of capitalism and the
nature of its crisis.

Marx himself treated with
great scorn many of his con-
temporaries who also failed to
see the real role which money
played in capitalist economy.
They always tended to see it
as a clever device which man
had invented to overcome the
problems and inconveniences
of barter.

Instead of exchanging goats
for sheep, one used money as
the intermediary in the pro-
cess.

In reply Marx stressed that
capitalism possessed a series of
unique features which meant
that money played a quite
different role under this mode
of production than any of the
bourgeois economists realized.

These features we can briefly
summarize :

@® All production tends to
be for the market and not for
the producer’s own use., In
other words, commodity pro-
duction tends to be the domin-

ant form of production under
capitalism.

@® Labour power, or the
ability to work, itself becomes
a commodity.

@ Production, the means
of which are privately owned,
is undertaken for profit.

He showed that each com-
modity had two ‘aspects’ or
‘sides’.

It was in the first place a
use value—a pair of shoes was
useful for walking in.

At the same time it had an
exchange value.

It contained a definite pro-
portion of the total labour
time of society — the time
which under average condi-
tions had been involved in
making the commodity.

The value

It was this socially necessary
labour time which determined
the value of the commodity.

Thus a pair of shoes which,
under average conditions took
twice as long to make as a
shirt would be twice as valu-
able.

Now a capitalist does not
engage in production in order
to create use values.

In fact he has no interest in
the use to which the com-
modities which he produces
might or might not be put.

What interests him alone is
the exchange value contained
in the commodities he makes.
He will buy commodities (C)
and through the exploitation
of labour he will transform
these commodities (say steel,
coal, glass, rubber, etc.) into
other commodities of a greater
value (C!) and a different use
value (say motor cars).

But here the process cannot
finish.

Henry Ford is not interested
in a field full of cars.

In order to restart the pro-
cess he must exchange his cars
into another commodity which
he can then use to purchase
even greater quantities of steel,
machinery, rubber, glass and
labour power.

In capitalist economy it is
money which plays this vital
role.

A capitalist thus starts with
money (M), buys his com-
modities (C), transforms them
into commodities of a greater
value (C!) which he then must
realize in the form of money
(MY).

This was the process of

Henry Ford:
What inter-
ested him was
a commodity’s
exchange value.

American
“monopolies move
into Europe

By an industrial correspondent

US INDUSTRY increased its
stake in Europe by over £2
millions during 1968, Com-
merce Department figures re-
vealed earlier this week.

But the impact of rigid con-
_trols on overseas investment
by the Nixon Administration
is underlined by the fact that
over £1.3 millions of this total
was raised outside the United
States, virtually all through
the Euro-dollar market.

Take-overs

It is this severe competition
for funds in the European
money markets which has
forced up interest rates to

record high levels and added
considerably to the financial
crisis facing European capital-
ism.

Two more US monopoly
take-overs in. Europe were
announced on Monday.

Westinghouse Electric plan
to take over a majority stake
in the equity of the French
firm Jeumont-Schneider, while
Borg-Warner has announced
proposals to link up with
Zahnradfabrik Friedrichshafen,
of West Germany, to produce
automatic transmissions for
marketing in Europe.

The giants of the world
capitalist system are preparing
themselves for battle, not only
against each other, but the
working class.

GOLD, CAPITA

and the MONETARY
CRISIS

capital accumulation which
drove capitalism along,.

Marx showed that it was a
break in this process which
produced the tendency to-
wards breakdown and crisis

inherent in capitalism.

Thus with the development
of capitalism money separates
itself out from all other com-
modities. Its use value lies
solely in its command over the
exchange value of all the other
commodities.

But why should gold play
such a crucial role in the world
monetary system ?

It has been the basis both
of the old gold standard and
the gold - exchange standard
which replaced it after 1934
when all currencies of the
world were eventually linked
to gold via the dollar.

For the bourgeoisie this
question always remains a
mystery.

Gold, they tell us, plays this
role because it is ‘intrinsically
valuable’, because it is ‘preci-
ous’ or ‘rare’ or even that it is
‘beautiful’.

Others give up even these
so-called ‘explanations’ and in-
form us that gold enjoys its
present status because it ‘has
always been the basis of the
monetary system’.

In fact gold, because of the
peculiar characteristics of this
commodity, has been selected
through the processes of his-
tory to play the role of world
money. This is why it remains,
ultimately, the means of inter-
national payment and debt
settlement and under capital-
ism must do so.

What are the special material
qualities of gold ?

It is extremely durable, of

uniform quality, easily divisible .

and weighed.

Its comparative rarity in the
earth’s crust also means that
a large magnitude of value is
contained in a small quantity
of the metal. The fact that the
technical conditions under
which it is mined have been
relatively constant over a long
period has also helped to
stabilize its value.

Worthless

In periods of expansion and
prosperity, the capitalist may
spurn gold as a worthless
form in which to store money.

It is the onset of the crisis
which makes clear for all to
see the role which money
(gold) plays. With prices fall-
ing the capitalists rush out of
commodities and into money.

‘On the eve of the crisis the
bourgeois, with the self-suffi-
ciency that springs from in-
toxicating  prosperity, de-
clares money to be a vain
imagination. Commodities
alone are money. But now the
cry is everywhere: money
alone is a commodity! As the
hart pants after fresh water,
so pants his soul after money,
the only wealth.’ (‘Capital I’
p. 155 Kerr ed.)

This is why the hope that
capitalism can continue to re-
solve its crisis simply by re-
sort to the printing press
through the creation of a new
international money is utterly
illusionary.

Gold cannot be dispensed
with under capitalism. If the
capitalists have confidence
alone in this form of wealth
in a crisis it is because of the
particular features of gold as
a commodity.

To see money merely as a
means of exchange—as a lub-
ricating device for the system
—is to see capitalism as a sys-
tem of production for use.

Commodities are produced
on this view, sold for money
and new commodities later
bought. (C-M-C).

This, as we have seen, is
not the process which drives
capitalism along.

Capitalism is interested in
the production and realization
of surplus value in a form
(money) which then allows
the process to re-start on a
higher, expanded level.

Money must therefore be a
commodity which embodies a
definite proportion of so-
ciety’s available labour time
and which can be exchanged
as and when required for any
other commodity.

Paper money contains vir-
tually no value in this sense.

This is why Marx, when
speaking of ‘money’ always
means gold. Any additions to
the means of circulation
which were not gold backed
were for him ‘credit’.

Of course capitalism con-
tinually strives to overcome

By Peter Jeffries

John Maynard Keynes in 1944 proposed the creation of a new world
reserve currency—Bancor—which would have done away with the
‘barbarous relic’ of gold.

the limits imposed by this
metallic barrier.

Especially in the present
century and above all after
the last war with the applica-
tion of Keyensian monetary
techniques, governments have
expanded credit considerably
beyond the value of gold in
their possession. After 1945
they were largely forced to
such measures by the power
of the working class, demand-
ing higher wages and living
standards and  determined
never to return to the 1930s.

As Marx showed, even for
the last century this creation
of credit—in the form of
paper currency and bank
money—plays a vital role in
extending the period of ex-
pansion in time of upswing
of the type which followed
the end of the last war.

Not only is considerably
more capital placed at the
disposal of each individual
capitalist than would other-
wise be the case without the
credit system, but the pace
of accumulation and concen-
tration of capital is accel-
erated.

Complete collapse

All these were clearly con-
sequences of the application
of Keynesianism over the
last 25 years.

But, Marx showed there
were definite limits beyond
which this process cannot go.

The more the volume of
credit was expanded on a

narrower gold base, the great-
er the possibility of a col-
lapse of the entire super-
structure of credit.

A slight disturbance in one
sector or country can rapidly
spread in a chain reaction to
the entire system once more.

For capitalism such a crisis
is inevitable and necessary.
Only through such a collapse
will the ‘correct’ relationship
between gold and paper
money be re-established.

But such a correction
would involve bankruptcy
for large areas of capitalism,
especially in Europe, which
has been rebuilt after the war
largely on credit provided by
the Americans.

Trade war

Above all it would unleash
a trade war of unprecedented
proportions and the attacks
which this is now involving
and will require on a much
higher scale against the work-
ing class.

In other words, for the
ruling class there can be no
longer a solution to the cur-
rency crisis simply through a
series of clever techniques or
manipulations.

It is only through enormous
attacks on the living stand-
ards of the working class—
which means attempts to
smash its organizations of
struggle—that value can once
more be put back into the
monetary system and any
‘stability’, even on a tempor-
ary basis, be re-established.

Joint
container
Oroup
for
Australia
[raie
ill]

BRITISH and European
shipping lines have formed
a consortium for the
Australian  containership
trade.

Its aim is to establish a
monopoly on this run.

13 shipping lines from
Britain, France, Germany,
the Netherlands, Italy and
Australia will next summer
form the Australia Container
Service (ACS).

ACS will operate 14 big
container ships representing

an investment of over £100
million.

Computer control

The movements of each
ship and the allocation of
cargoes will be controlled by
a computer in the consor-
tium’s London headquarters.

The formation of such
groups as ACS is made
necessary by the huge in-
crease in productivity
brought about by container
ships.

The 14 ACS container
ships will be able to carry
the entire European-Austra-
lia cargo trade.

If each of the existing
shipping lines introduced
containerships, enormous sur-
plus capacity would result
and the trade would yield
no profits at all.

But the formation of car-
tels cannot avoid the sharp-
ening of competition which
containerships must bring.

Cartels mean the grouping
of companies into powerful
blocs for fighting the coming
cargo rate-war.

Surplus capacity

Indeed the formation of
ACS was stimulated when
France ordered two big con-
tainer ships.

This meant that there
would be surplus container-
ship capacity and cut-throat
competition on the Australia
run.

Three Scandinavian lines
are expected to challenge the
ACS monopoly with a new
fleet of fast container/roll-on
ships.

There is also a likelihood
that US shipping lines may
intrude into the Australia
trade.

No matter what attempts
the shipping companies make
to group themselves into
monopolies, a planned ship-
ping industry under -capital-
ism is impossible.

Only when capitalist pri-
vate ownership and the
nation state are abolished
through the establishment of
sl»,(l)cialism will this be possi-

e,

TOMORROW'’S
ISSUE

Book review
by Bernard Franks

What ever happened
to Fairfield’s?

National Strike at US.
General Electric plants

By a forelgn correspondent

NEARLY 150,000 workers at
General Electric plants
throughout the United States
began a strike on Monday for
a new wage contract.

General Electric is the fourth
largest company in the United
States, and it i1s the first time
since 1946 that all its factories
have been hit by strike action.

Crackdown

Apart from the paltry rise
offered by the company, the
13 unions involved in the dis-
pute are objecting to General

Electric’s method of making a
single ‘take it or leave it’ offer,
which rules out any bargain-
ing.

This firmness on wages re-
flects a growing determination
on the part of the big US
firms to crack down on de-
mands for wage increases.

General Electric claim with
justification they are applying
Nixon’s economic policy, which
now calls for a war on in-
flationary wage and price in-
creases.

The strike at the previously
dispute-free General Electric
company heralds a new round
in the US class struggle.

President Nixon.

SPECIAL OFFER
to ali readers of The Newsletter

Revolutionary
silhouettes

By A. V. Lunacharsky

Lenin, Trotsky, Sverdlov and many other leaders

of the Russian Revolution come alive in these

descriptions by a leading member of the Bolshevik

Party and the first Commissar for Culture.
Usual price: 35s.

Speclal offer — 15s.

French Revolution Betrayed, May/June 1968 5s. 0d.
(Tom Kemp)
Lenin on Dialectics (C. Slaughter) ... ... 2s.6d.
Early History of the Communist Party of Great
Britain (B. Pearce) ... 28, 6d.
Lenin: Speech to the Petrograd Soviet, 1918 3s. 6d.
(G. Zinoviev)
Problems of the Fourth International (G. Healy) 2s. 6d.
Moscow Trials : an anthology ... ... 12s. 6d.
How to Defeat the Tories for Good: Socialist
Policy for the Crisis (1965). Manifesto of .
the Socialist Labour League ... 3d.
Colonialism Today (Nxele Africa) ... ... 2s. 0d.
Notebook of an Agitator (J. P. Cannon)
(paperback) 15s. 0d.
(hardcover) 25s. 0d.
Karl Marx (1818-1883) (C. Slaughter) ... 1s. 0d.
YOUNG SOCIALISTS PAMPHLETS
The World Struggle of Youth (8th Annual Con-
ference Policy Statement) 6d.
The Story of Labour Youth .. 1s, 0d.
‘How to bulld the Young Socialists’ ... 6d.
May Day '67 ... . 6d.
NEWSLETTER PAMPHLETS
Trade Unlons :
No Laws Against the Trade Unions! (G. Healy) 3d.
The Alternative to Wilson (G. Healy) ... 6d.
Lessons of the 1966 Seamen’s Strike ... ... 2s. 6d.
(M. Nolan)
Stop Devlin Now! No Sackings on the Docks 3d.
(Jack Gale)
The ENV Story ... 3d.
Your Wages in Danger (A. Thornett) ... 3d.
Labour Party:
From MacDonald to Gaitskell ... ad.
How the Labour Party Began (B. Pearce) ... 2d.
Ceylon:
The Great Betrayal (G. Healy) ... ... 1s. 0d.
The Logic of Coalition Politics (M. Banda) ... " 6d.
United States :
The New Nationalism and the Negro Struggle 2s. 0d.
(Tim Wohlforth)
Belglum : »
Class Struggle in Belgium (1960-1 General
Strike) (T. Kemp) ... ... 1s. 0d.
A New Party? Some lessons for Belgian Labour 1s. 6d.
(P. Arnold)
PERIODICALS
Keep Left (monthly) 1 year 7s. 6d.
Fourth International (quarterly) 1 year 18s. 0d.

All these books are available from New Park
Publications, 186a Clapham High Street,
London, S.W.4.

Please send me the following books

1 enclose £............ (Packing and postal charges ls. 6d. per book.
Two or more books sent free)

(All cheques and postal orders to be made payable to New Park
Publications Ltd.)

.................................................. swessstssssrsrsscansrean
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Parkside and Anstey,

Coventrs

End productivity

say Rolls Royce me

Massey-
Ferguson
progress

chasers
strike

PRODUCTION was halted
on Monday at Massey Fer-
guson’s tractor plant in
Coventry because of an un-
official strike by 50 pro-
gress chasers.

1,200 men were laid off as
a result.

The strikers are dissatisfied
with the conditions of an
agreement transferring weekly-
paid workers to monthly pay.

A Massey’s spokesman said
that national union officials
had agreed to the new system
for all clerical workers in the
company.

B.S.R.

® FROM PAGE ONE

worked on packing and had
to lift 250 boxes each weigh-
ing 20 pounds a day.

‘You always have your head
down,’ she said.

All the women workers
complained about the man-
agement’s attitude to their
conditions.

For those on the assembly
line there were three-minute
toilet breaks in morning and
afternoon.

All had to go at this time
and no other time was allow-
ed, they said.

There had been numerous
occasions where women and
girls had suffered embarras-
ment and actual pain because
of this inhuman restriction.

One girl who was unable to
wait for the three-minute
break had wet herself and had
been sacked.

Women who worked full
time received a basic £9 17s.
wage with a bonus which
raised their earnings to ap-
proximately £12.

High costs

Travel costs were heavy,
many having to travel on
three buses and taking over
an hour to reach work.

Only one minute was allow-
ed for lateness before ‘quar-
tering’ workers’ time-sheets.

Part-time women received
no bonus and for four hours
got £4 17s. a week. They were
given no tea break during
their shift.

Helen Thompson, a part-
time worker, told the Work-
ers’ Press that she operated a
machine in the moulding shop
which she had been told was
dangerous under certain con-
ditions.

It was used for moulding
plastics and the fumes from it
were very bad, she said.

The job was important to
her because of the very high
rents in East Kilbride, but
she was determined to fight
it out for better conditions
and pay.

Some of the women work-
ers hoped for some form of
action from the government,
but most were contemptuous
of both their own MP, Judith
Hart, and Harold Wilson.

‘He has taken a hell of a
long time to intervene’, said
Margaret McGuire, who
worked in the press shop.

She was fighting for the
principle of equal pay for all
jobs, she said.

Hers was a heavy job which
in many factories was done
by men with double .the pay.

Asked what she thought of
the AEF policy for the
nationalization of the engin-
eering industry without com-
pensation and under workers’
control, she replied:

‘I fully endorse that.’

BSR production stood at
165 an hour before 1968. Out-
put had been stepped up to
180 and then to 200 sets an
hour in 1969.

It was this last increase in
productivity which had
caused the women and girls
to walk out and join the men
toolroom workers, who had
already been on strike since
June.

As they streamed out of
the factory they joined the
union,

Spurred on by the example
of the dustmen and the
miners, the women and girls
at BSR are going to fight un-
til they get union recognition.

Then they are going to go
back in to do battle with the
BSR.

There are dozens and
dozens of factories with con-
ditions like theirs throughout
Britain.

To them the BSR workers
say, come out and fight.

To the organized trade
union movement they say,
help us smash BSR and all
the attack of the employers
and the Wilson government.

STOREKEEPERS from Rolls-Royce’s Parkside and
Anstey, Coventry, factories are continuing their
strike against the present productivity set-up.

They are meeting again
today to discuss their de-
mands for a straight Is. 6d.
an hour increase in wages.

Inspectors at the Anstey
factory are also striking for
a higher basic rate of pay.

In a statement to the
Workers Press earlier this
week the Transport and Gen-
eral Workers’ stores steward,
Alan Grayham, said:

‘We struck last year for an
increase, but the negotiating
committee and union officials
said that due to the Prices
and Incomes Act we could
not have a straight increase.

‘We were ‘“conned” into
accepting a so-called product-
ivity deal which was to have
yielded 1s. an hour, based on
increased production.

Only 4d.

‘In fact, apart from the
original 4d. an hour to start
the scheme off we never
reached more than another
4d. an hour extra. This has
now been taken off us be-
cause the firm say the
“norms” in the factory are
not being achieved.

‘We are now back to the
original 4d. and working
much harder because we are
feeding 91 more workers.’

Peter Flannery, another
storeman, said:

‘We were promised month-
ly production figures—we’ve
never had them.

‘We don’t want these pro-
ductivity deals. We want the
straight increase. Our strike
is being carefully watched by
others in the factories as

From a
. Midlands
correspondent

Pisa, Italy

Workers

clash with
fascists

A NEW ROUND of strikes began in ltaly this
week. 24-hour stoppages are due to take place
in the chemical and pharmaceutical industries
today, while on Friday it will be the turn

of bank employees.

well.’

Pilot ~chemes

Time-study consultants
were accepted into Rolls-
Royce two years ago by
Parkside’s Stalinist covenor,
Philip Higgs.

They came in with pilot
schemes for Measured-Day
Work and job-evaluation.

Now whole sections of
workers are coming up
against the results of this.

At the last stores meeting
on Monday, Higgs said:

‘There was supposed to
have been a works confer-
ence this morning, but due to
this dispute it was not held.

‘However your officials
have met the management
and they advise you to go
back to work. If there is a
resumption there will be a
meeting with the manage-
ment on Friday at 9 a.m.

‘If necessary you could re-
sume your stoppage then.

‘The company still say the
productivity deal must be
kept in being, but they are
willing to listen to alternative
suggestions or criticisms of
aspects of the deal.’

Not interested

Ope speaker after another
then got up to say that they
were not interested in any
productivity deals.

It was because they had al-
ready had a year of this that
they were on strike.

The storekeepers voted un-
animously to continue their
strike and meet again this
afternoon at 2.30 p.m.

The 180 Anstey inspectors
are taking guerrilla strike ac-
tion because they want their
present basic rate plus bonus
totalling 16s. an hour con-

solidated into a new 17s.
hourly basic.
The management has

offered them 6d. an hour on
the present bonus in return
for Measured-Day Work, job-
evaluation and mobility of

Rootes
profits
slump-

“I L)

no 0.

FOLLOWING yet another
drop in its market share
the Rootes Motors board
is recommending that no
dividends be paid on any

class of shares.

Only changes in depre-
ciation arrangements have

avoided loss on its trading

operations over the past
year.

Group sales revenue, at
£165 millions, is 6 per cent
down compared with the 12
months ended July 1968 and
operating profits slumped to
under £1 million compared
with £2.7 millions the pre-
vious year.

Home sales

During the first three
months of the year home
sales dropped 45 per cent
and by July prices were cut
in a desperate attempt to
force up sales.

Although some pick-up in
its market share took place
in August, the September
figures show another fall
back to around 9 per cent.
VAUXHALLS, now in the
middle of its biggest dispute
this year, has also lost
ground badly to its rivals.

During September sales fell
to their lowest level so far
this year, and now account
for only just over 10 per
cent.
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LONDON docks stewards and
branch officials met in Poplar
last night to consider what
action they should take in
support of the 450 Hay'’s
Wharf men who have been on
strike since last Friday.

One Hay’s docker told the
Workers Press:

‘The company’s transferred
our work outside the dock
industry and we’ve put the
block on. I think this’ll strike
a spark that’ll light up a num-
ber of things in London.’

‘If they can do this at
Hay’s Wharf’, commented an-

HAY'S WHARF CLOSURE
—STEWARDS MEETING
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other striker, ‘who’ll be next?’

Hay’s management announ-
ced last week that it is to
close all the wharves between
London and Tower bridges by
November 28. (Part of the
Mark Brown wharf being de-
molished above.)

Several have already shut
down and the men believe
part of the business has been
transferred elsewhere and that
the work is being done by
non-dock-registered labour.

A leaflet circulating in Lon-
don’s enclosed docks this
week listed about 20 com-
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panies alleged to be doing
this. Half are said to be Hay’s
Wharf subsidiaries.

On Monday, the Transport
and General Workers’ No. 1

docks group committee
‘blacked’ ‘all cargoes destined
for the Hay’s Wharf Proprie-
tors Ltd. and its subsidiary
companies, operating outside
the terms of the Dockworkers
Regulations of Employment
Scheme 1967'.

There is growing feeling
amongst dockers in the en-
closed docks for action in
support of the Hay’s men.

In the north west coastal
city of Pisa, at least 100
were injured after wide-
spread fighting between
police and workers on
Tuesday morning.

The workers were
marching in protest against
recent fascist attacks on
students opposed to the
military regime in Greece.

Here is a real warning for
the Italian working class.

It is well known that not
only the fascists, but police
and army leaders, favour a
coup modelled on the colo-
nels’ take-over of April 1967.

Now that the Greek re-
gime has become a central
issue in Italian politics, both
the fascists and the police
hit back hard at those de-
monstrating their solidarity
with its opponents.

During the march, a 22-

year-old student collapsed
and died.
Bystanders said that he

was hit in the chest by a
teargas grenade.

The day of reckoning in
Italy may be drawing very
near. The workers must be
on their guard.

Rovers
storemen
meet

WORKERS from Rover's
Garrison Street factory in
Birmingham are meeting
today to decide on the
continuation of their strike
in support of a pay claim.

The week-old strike by 44
storemen and internal truck
drivers has halted production
in the Garrison Street factory
and the main Solihull as-
sembly plant.

The Garrison Street factory
makes chassis, axles and doors
for Land-Rovers produced at
Solihull.

Three other factories are
also affected by the strike.

1,600 Rover workers are
now laid off and this number
is expected to grow as the
strike' continues.

Rumania:
Closer ties
with big
business

LORD LIMERICK, execu-
tive director of merchant
bankers Kleinwort Benson,
is to lead a 24-man trade
mission to Rumania organ-
ized by the London
Chamber of Commerce.

Monday’s announcement
follows the Labour govern-
ment’s confirmation of the
visit to Britain by a top-
level Rumanian delegation
next month, headed by
Prime Minister Gheorghe
Maurer.

It also coincides with the
decision of the Confederation
of British Industry to send a
high-powered team to East
Germany to widen trade links
between the two countries.

The group visiting Rumania
is dominated by banking and
merchant interests: Kleinwort
Benson, Rothschild, Dominion
Exports, Biddle Sawyer, Kiril
Mischeff and United City
Merchants.

The London Chamber of
Commerce said that the
Rumanians had expressed a
particular interest in British

By a foreign correspondent

machinery and equipment,
non-ferrous metals, iron and
steel, and chemicals.

Though Rumania remains a
member of Comecon, the
Soviet bloc economic and
trade organization, it is turn-
ing rapidly to the capitalist
west for many of its essential
imports.

No doubt its government
fears that economic over-
dependence on the Soviet
Union will be used as a
political lever to force accept-
ance of the Kremlin’s line in
Czechoslovakia.

But the turn to closer re-
lations with the British capi-
talist class introduces yet
another ‘lever’ — this time
pulled by imperialist interests
who seek not to distort, but
undermine the property re-
lations of eastern Europe.

The Rumanian government’s
turn to the west is com-
pletely reactionary and places
not only the Rumanian, but
the entire eastern European
economy in danger.

SIX MONTHS
- FOR
BELGRADE
WRITER

THE Belgrade District Court
found Yugoslav writer Zoran
Gluscevic guilty of offending
a friendly foreign state and
sentenced him to six months’
imprisonment.

The writer’s ‘crime’ was to
make public his opposition to
the Kremlin occupation of
Czechoslovakia on the eve of
a Soviet delegation’s visit to
Belgrade.

Gluscevic has called the
charges ‘absurd’ and at Tues-
day’s trial pleaded not guilty.

He has a week to appeal

against the sentence. It must
be quashed at once.

Sackings

@® FROM PAGE ONE

The redundancies are to be
controlled so that any com-
pany taking over the Nether-
ton plant would be assured
of a balanced work force.

. These considerations are a
very small price for the man-
agement to pay for the clos-
ure of Netherton.

GEC workers have shown
their willingness to fight
closure all along.

Recently Netherton work-
ers struck over the manage-
ment’s attempt to break am
overtime ban and forced a
victory.

Now union leaders are co-
operating with the manage-
ment to organize the closure.

But as unemployment
grows, this type of union cap-
itulation to management over
closures under the guise of
‘controlled’” redundancy will
no longer be possible.

IRELAND

Stalinists
commend
Hunt report

A STATEMENT issued on Sunday by officials of the
two Irish Stalinist parties—the Northern Ireland Com-
munist Party and the Irish Workers’ Party—claims that
the Civil Rights Association is now needed more than
ever to see that the Hunt Committee proposals ‘become
not only law, but facts of everyday life’.

The statement accuses
the Unionist Party of re-
luctance in accepting the
Hunt proposals.

This is certainly not an ac-
cusation that could be levelled
at the Stalinists.

Indeed, they appear to ac-
cept the Hunt report totally
without criticism, describing
it as ‘Callaghan’s reform pro-
posals’.

The Hunt committee re-
commends re-organizing the
B Specials — the official
Unionist thugs—under the
control of the British mili-
tary command.

Then, presumably, after re-
orientation, the Specials

Lucas

DESPITE wunion instruc-
tions to return to work,
foremen and charghands
from Joseph Lucas’s nine
factories in the Birming-
ham area have decided to
continue their strike.
British-Leyland chiefs are
conducting a hurried review
of their stocks of starters,

dynamos, lamps, horns and
regulators.

Advice

The company is heavily de-
pendent on continuous sup-
plies from Lucas and layoffs
there may result if the strike
drags on.

the

On Monday night,

foremen defy
union official

strikers threw out advice
from their union’s divisional
organizer—Roger Rosewell
of the Association of
Scientific, Technical and Man-
agerial Staffs—to return to
work as the strike was un-
constitutional.

Rosewell in his personal
capacity is a long-standing
member of the ‘state capita-
list* International Socialism
group. .

Holes
It appears he now has all
the makings of a very good
trade union official.

In Monday’s ‘Morning

Star’ he is quoted as saying:

‘The company’s system of
pay and promotion is full of
holes. It is a merit system of
the worst type and is abso-
lutely chaotic.

‘They have five grades
from “A” to “E”. If you are
in “A” it means you’re God
and if you come under “E”
it means you’re for the sack.’

The men are striking for a
substantial pay increase and
a new wage structure that
would guarantee them a
higher basic wage in future.

Th’ey ‘alsoiwant ’the com-
pany’s ‘merit a; system
abolished. pay

Workers’ Press correspondent

could be used ‘impartially’
against both Protestant and
Catholic workers.

Chained

If these ‘reforms’ were ever
to become ‘facts of everyday
life’—and the Irish working
class will have to fight to the
end to prevent this happen-
ing—Ireland will have been
chained to British imperial-
ism as never before.

The rest of the CPs’ state-
ment, which speaks of ‘united
action by all the opposition
forces, Nationalist, Northern
Ireland Labour, Republican,
Republican Labour, Peoples
Democracy and Communists’,
is entirely in line with this
policy of full co-operation
with the imperialist occupa-
tion.

By bringing everyone to-
gether, from the ‘green
Tories’ right through to the
revisionists, the Communist
Party hopes to divert the
working class away from any
revolutionary solution to the
crisis.

Admission
But even more open is the
admission in the final section:

‘British monopoly capital-
ism requires an Irish market
free from disorders and divi-
sions in order to gain the
maximum amount of profit,
hence Callaghan’s package
deal of reforms and West-
minister’s pressure on Stor-
mont.’

Hence too, no doubt the

Stalinists’ full support for the
said reforms and pressure.

T will

fightin

AT A Second World War
veterans’ dinner held in his
honour on Monday night,
Greek Prime Minister
George Papadopoulos made
it clear that the military re-
gime had no intention of
handing over to a more
‘democratic’ government in
the foreseeable future.

‘I will fall fighting, because
I took over the government
to fight. I can assure you I
will stay in my post as long
as is needed to fulfil my
mission.’

Forget

Deputy Prime Minister and
police chief Stylianos Pattakos
warned all his opponents that
they would stay in prison long
enough to forget the Greek
language.

Neither ‘liberal’ pressure
nor individual terror will re-
move this regime.

The overthrow of the
colonels’ dictatorship can only
be based on the working class,
against whom the April 1967
coup was mainly directed.

Libyans to
evict foreign
troops

. THE Libyan government an-

nounced on Tuesday that the
United States government has
been given until December 24,
1970, to leave its air base at
Wheelus, east of Tripoli.

A similar demand was also
due to be presented to the
British government concern-
ing the evacuation of its base
at El-Adem, according to the
same agency report from
Tripoli. .

,fall

Greek Premier

Brandt holds
out olive
branch to

Ulbricht

By the foreign editor

WEST GERMAN Chancellor Willy Brandt confirmed
earlier reports that his new government was seeking
better relations with East Germany when he made
his first speech to the new Bundestag on Tuesday.
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While Brandt claimed
that his government would
not recognise East Ger-
many in terms of interna-
tional law, he promised a
break from previous pol-
icies of hostility to the
Ulbricht regime:

‘We must prevent a further
growing apart of the German
nation, and that means
achievement of a regulated
neighbourliness.’

Advice

Brandt also undertook to
advise the governments of
Britain, France and the United
States (who still have res-
ponsibilities for the admini-
stration of west Berlin) that
they pursue with greater
energy talks with the Soviet
government on improving the
situation in the divided city.

Both the Kremlin and
Brandt have extended the
olive branch.

Now it remains for Ulbricht
to make his move.

Soviet-
Czech

@® FROM PAGE ONE

Recent statements from
Moscow indicate that the
Soviet economy is in no posi-
tion to dispense this type of
‘aid’ indefinitely.

If the deal does come off,
the Husak regime will have
to pay back the Kremlin's
loan with not only financial
but political interest.

The Czech workers are not
going to be bribed by a few
trainloads of coal into ac-
cepting Husak’s Stalinist re-
gime and its subservience to
the Soviet bureaucracy.
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