What

we
think

‘Star’ must
answer
for Stalin's
Crimes in
breece

YESTERDAY'S editorial in
the ‘Morning Star’ rightly
condemned the savage sen-
tences on leaders of -the
illegal Greek Communist
Party handed out by -an
Athens military court this
week.

Quite correctly, it describes
the trial as a ‘mockery’, in
which one of the defending
lawyers was sent to prison
for a year.

‘Those who should be in the
dock,” declares the ‘Morn-
ing Star’, ‘are the colonels,
not their opponents, who
are acting to put right the

crime committed against
their country when the
fascists  organized  their
coup.’

Rightly so.

But before anyone takes the
‘Morning Star’s’ declara-

tions on this question at
their “face value, we must
look more closely at the
record of Stalinism in
Greece. .

For the main responsibility
for the imposition of the
military dictatorship on the
Greek workers lies at the
door of Stalinism.

Today the Greek ruling class
is able to jail for life and
torture to death CP mem-
bers and other working-
class fighters only because
of the betrayals of Stalin-
ism over the past quarter
of a century.

The ‘Star’'s’ editer is

of the Greek revolution.

In case he was unclear pre-
viously, the statement of
Mikis Theodorakis at his
recent meeting in London
would have put him right.

In 1944, the Greek monarchy
could have been overthrown
and power taken by the
workers.

The Greek Communist Party
had behind it the mass of
workers and peasants, and
its Army, ELAS, was in a
powerful position as the
German troops moved out.,

But, as Theodorakis and
other Greek CP members
can tell, Stalin carried out
his agreement with Chur-
chill and ordered the Greek
Stalinists to welcome the
British Army bringing back
the King.

Stalinism handed over the
Greek working class to
imperialism and its puppets,
bound hand and foot.

The Greek CP allowed the
old politician Papandreou
to plot with Churchill’s
representative how to
smash the movement of the
workers.

Only after the defeat was
accomplished did the Stalin-
ists begin the adventurous
Civil War.

“Of course, the ‘Morning
Star’s’ predecessor, the
‘Daily Worker’, lied about
these events, just as the
‘Star’ today tries to hide
the truth about the role
of Stalinism in relation to
Greece.

But hypocritical indignation
can no longer cover the
crimes of Stalinism.

When, in 1963, the Greek
working class began to re-
cover from the treachery
of 1944, the Stalinists once
again led the workers into
the trap prepared by the
same Papandreou.

Telling them to wait for the
elections, they allowed the
ruling class to get ready
for the military coup.

The ‘Morning Star’ does not
tell its dwindling reader-
ship these things, any more
than it tells them about
the growing diplomatic and
economic ties between East

European and Russian
Stalinists and the Greek
colonels.

While it waxes indignant

about the attacks on the
Communist Party, it re-
mains silent - about the
junketing of their torturers
with the Stalinist bureau-
crats, about their ever closer
relations  with Franco's
Spain and about the strike-
breaking activities of the
Polish government in Spain
and Ireland.

The Trotskyist movement has
fought continually for in-
ternationalist principles in
relation to Greece.

We shall continue this fight
and will force the Stalinists
to answer before the entire
workers’ movement for the
actions of the Soviet
bureaucracy and the history
of Stalinism in relation to
the ' heroic struggle of the
Greek working class.

well |
aware of the “real “history

National dock strike July 14

A NATIONAL dock strike — the first since the
1926 General Strike — loomed large over Edward
Heath’s new Tory administration yesterday.

T&GWU national

docks officer Tim O'Leary speaking to

)

reporters after yesterday’s conference

Strike decision
today at CAV

A RECOMMENDATION
for strike action from
August 18 will be put by
shop stewards to a factory-
gate meeting at London’s
Acton CAV plant this
morning.

After four days of negotia-
tions. with the management,
the executive members of the
joint shop stewards’ commit-
tee met the stewards at a
summons meeting in the
works canteen on Wednesday.

The convenors reported that
talks on their £6-£8 factory
claim had broken down on
Monday.

It had become clear then
that a joint union-manage-
ment committee which had
been proposed to deal with
piecework would in fact be
expected to work along lines
that would limit piecework
earnings. _

The management claimed
that a 20 per cent wage-drift
had developed in piecework
prices over the last nine
months.

They compared output per-
formance rates with those of
their plants at Sudbury in
Suffolk, Rochester in Kent and
Fazakerly.

Different
But the type of work there
is very different, especially
with regard to Rochester and
Sudbury, where the notorious
telé-control monitoring system

‘< is in operation.

The management, of course,
declined to divulge the earn-
ings in these two ‘model’ fac-
tories where everything has
béen sold, including the tea
breaks.

Their wage rates are re-
puted to be 20 per cent less
than at Acton.

Despite all the fuss about
the piecework wage drift in
Acton the average earnings
for piecework operators is still
less than £22.

The management, it ap-
peared, wanted a ceiling im-
posed by the Acton commit-
tee.

They wanted the opeérators
to have the ‘opportunity’ to
earn a’ 20-minute hour bonus,
which is equal to a 250 per
cent piecework performance
at BSI 125..

Acton

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

To many pieceworkers this
smacks of a wage cut—for the
management, in a blatant
attempt to cut across mutual-
ity, is reported to have stated
that the increased earnings
must be related to output.

In other words if the job
pays a low price the operator
can't inflate it.

After hearing this report
the stewards endorsed the ac-
tion of the executive com-
mittee in breaking off nego-
tiations.

Aftér some discussion they
voted 69 to 6, with one ab-
stention, that the executive
should present the manage-
ment with a notice of with-
drawal of labour from August
18—the day following the fac-
tory's resumption of work
after three weeks' holidays.

Docks delegates from all
over Britain and N Ireland
defied the threat of army
intervention and
unanimously to strike for
a £20 basic wage from
next Tuesday (July 14).

All  registered ports in
Britain and N Ireland will
grind to a halt if the strike

-takes place.

The 78-strong docks dele-
gate conference took just two
hours to turn down port em-
ployers’ final derisory offer. for
a settlement of their long
standing basic claim,

The employers had offered

to make minimum earnings up
to £20 for a full week’s work.
Present basic is £11 1s 8d for
all ports except Liverpool.

Piecework

A £20 basic wage would
raise dockers’ piecework, over-
time and holiday pay as well
as basic flat-rate earnings, and
effectively scotch the dock
employers’ carefully-laid plans
to introduce Stage Two of the
Devlin speed-up scheme.

On the key London docks
employers have twice been
forced to postpone Stage Two
and many sections of dockers
still adamantly oppose it.

But there are dangers in
front.

Transport and General
Workers’ Union docks leaders
are said to be less than whole-
hearted about a fight with the
Tory government.

Brokers

‘I wouldn’t object if the gov-
ernment believed it to be their
responsibility to intervene.
We'll take them as being
honest brokers if they want

_to,” said national docks officer

Tim O'Leary after yesterday's
meeting.

O’Leary is thought to have
favoured sporadic rather than
all-out national action on the
claim.

‘The employers appear to be
united on this issue and the
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The thoughts of

Home talks
with Shah

FOREIGN SECRETARY
Home is in Brussels today to
meet the Shah of Persia. Their
discussions will centre on the
situation in the Persian Gulf.

British troops are due to
move out of the area next
year, after 100 vyears of
British influence there.

An agreement with the
Iranian government would be
important for the British to
try to maintain some control
in the Gulf.

The election of the Tory

- government led to speculation

that the decision to withdraw
would be reversed, but it
seems more likely that the
Tories will look for other
ways to protect oil and other
British interests.

The main problem for
British imperialism is not the
conflict between the various
sheiks in the area, nor the
development of Arab nation-
alism, but competition with
the US oil firms.

This is likely to be the
chief concern of Home in his
talks today.

‘Communist criminals’ in
cages says Saigon

" BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

PRISONERS Kkept in ‘tiger
cages’ on Con Seon island
were ‘communist criminals’,
said a § Vietnamese govern-
ment statement yesterday.

The cages, reported by
two US Congressmen and a
journalist this week, have
caused a major crisis for
the Nixon government.

Steel bars to which
prisoners’ legs were shackled
were supplied under Ameri-
can aid.

US officials also admitted
they knew of the existence
of the horror conditions on
Con Son, and had ‘discussed
them with Vietnamese
officials’.

A US official in Vietnam
had written of Con Son:

‘In the opinion of correc-
tion advisers with lengthy
US penolegy experience,

Con Son is not a “devil's
island”, but on the contrary
a correctional institution
worthy of higher ratings

than some prisons in the
United States.”

But all attempts at white-
washing the Saigon prison
were smashed by this week’s
report.

Yesterday’s Saigon gov-
ernment  statement  was
awaited in Washington as
some kind of face-saver.

The statement said that
the prisoners were kept ‘in
separate quarters’ as a dis-
ciplinary measure.

‘They are neither politi-
cal prisoners nor prisoners
of war, but communist
criminals.

‘As soon as they show
themselves repentant and
agree to follow the internal
regulations of the re-educa-
tion centre, they will be let
out of the separate quarters’.

The prison warden,
Colonel Ve, who showed
the US visitors round Con
Son, and had tried un-
successfully to stop them
seeing the cages, said of the
500 men and women Kept
in them: ‘They are very bad
people, They will not salute
the flag.’ _

At the Paris peace talks
yesterday, the National
Liberation Front delegate
Pinh Ba Thi accused Nixon
of providing funds and ‘ad-
visers' for the upkeep of
Con Son.

There is no doubt that
the conditions worthy of
Nazi concentration camps
found in the prison are in-
deed the work of US
perialism.

im-

A.E.F.
chief

AEF general secretary [im
Conway, spokesman of the
union’s right wing, can be
seen running true to form in
his editorial in the current
issue of the union’s journal,
publishéd yesterday.

He expresses his ‘heartfelt
thanks to Harold Wilson and
his colleagues for the wonder-
ful job they have done’, which
reminds us of the Russian
folklore character who wused
to felicitate mourners at
funerals and weep at wed-
dings.

Not satisfied with such
gratuitous compliments to the
undertakers of the last Labour
government, Mr Conway goes
out of his way to endorse
entry into the Common Mar-
ket with the specious ration-
alization that those who
oppose such entry and favour
East-West trade only do so
because they make ‘financial
fortunes’ out of such trade.

We are not too cléar who
Mr Conway was referring to,
since one of the chief ex-
ponents of East-West trade
and of greater commercial in-
volvement with the USSR was
none other than the last Prime
Minister—H. Wilson !

Somewhat puzzied by the
exact nature of his remarks
we turned to a random selec-
tion of back numbers of the
AEF journal seeking a plain
man’s guide to this mystery.

In February 1968 we dis-
covered that this advocate of
‘Europeanism’ and the Com-
mon Market was nothing more
than a British patriot.

Caught up in the first flush
of the ‘Back Britain’' move-
ment, Conway enthusiastically
blew the trumpet and waved
the Red, White and Blue with
a great vigour:

‘Why should we import
three-quarters of our new
machine tools from European
countries,’ he lamented and
concluded with the ‘stirring’
call :

‘Is it not time for us to
think British, buy British?’

Digging deéeper into these
monthly editorial thoughts we
find him in March 1970 de-
fending the ‘so viciously ridi-
culed” Harold Wilson who
@ PAGE FOUR COL. 8

Workers enter the factory yesterday to collect a tax rebate

Cables stewards
to lobby talks

BY A WORKERS PRESS REPORTER

SHOP STEWARDS from Standard Telephones’ Erith
and Greenwich Submarine Cables factories are to lobby
talks today between officials of the London Association
of Engineering Employers and of the five unions in-
volved in their two-week-old strike.

A mass meeting of the
Erith strikers, who are fight-
ing proposals to make 280
hourly-paid workers redun-
dant, agreed this yesterday
after hearing reports from
Transport and General
Workers’ convenor Bill
Wraight and Greenwich strike
leader Harry Stevens.

If tomorrow’s talks do not
produce ‘anything fruitful’,
Bill Wraight told the meeting,
shop stewards from other
STC plants in the area could
be telling their managements
that they might have to con-
sider withdrawing their labour
in support of the 450 strikers.

Glimmer

‘I don’t want to raise your
hopes too high,” he told the
meeting. ‘... I feel that there
is a glimmer of hope that we
are now going to get round
the table and get down to
some fruitful negotiations —
but T could be wrong.’

Although reporting for the
second time that the strike
has still not been made official
— except by the Association
of Scientific, Technical and
Managerial Staffs — convenor
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Group of Ten meeting

ends in deadlock

Common
Market-

rift widen

BY PETER JEFFRIES

SO GREAT is the current build-up of tension
between the leading capitalist countries, that
the September meeting of the International
Monetary Fund could see a severe crisis in
Common Market-United States relations.

The latest Paris meeting
of the Group of Ten has
ended in complete dead-
lock.

Considerable American pres-

sure  for  thorough - going
cha_n ges in present inter-
national inonetary arrange-

ments have been completely
rejécted by the French.

The Pompidou government
has re-opened the war against
the dollar which characterized
much of General de Gaulle's
economic policy.

The Americans argued
throughout the Paris talks for
a significant widening of the
present ‘parity’ margins within
which currencies can move
before the need for a formal
revaluation, together with
easiér arrangements for more
rapid and frequent currency

revaluations.

"7"$TOOD FIRM

On both ‘counts the French
stood firm.

They fear that if these pro-
posals were successful, they
would undermine any chance
of a common European cur-
rency, which they see as a
necessary - counterweight to
the dollar,

Greater fléxibility for Euro-
pean currencies would also
seriously damage the Com-
mon  Market’s
pricing policy already weak-
ened at the time of the last
German mark revaluation.

-More than this, the Ameri-
can proposals represent an
attempt to destroy the 1944
Bretton Woods arrangements
which have been the basis of
the post-war monétary system.

At the end of the war it
was the Americans who in-
sisted on a highly rigid cur-
rency system as a safeguard
against the free-for-all which
broke out during the financial
crisis following 1931.

UNDERMINED

Their shift in position on
this fundamental issue réveals
the deep nature of the dollar’s
crisis; undermined, as it has
been, by the rapid inflation
of the past decade.

It is clear that the Nixon
Administration hopes that a
more flexible system will
allow it to pass off the brunt
of the crisis in the world
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agricultural

Many
jailed in
Ulster

AS ULSTER gets ready

for Monday's  Orange
marches, the trials of
people arrested in the

riots of the last two weeks
proceed.

Yesterday, five men were
sent to jail, four for six
months and the fifth for four
months, for fighting in the
Falls anud Crumlin Rd areas.

On ~Wednesday, six men
were jailed for six months
for throwing stones at an
Orange march at Coalisland,
and 43 people charged with
possessing  explosives  were
remanded on bail.

Another 58 were remanded
on charges of ‘breaking the
peace’, resulting from their
arrest in the curfew area.

Morris shutdown

MORRIS MOTORS' Oxford
factory was closed yesterday
and about 4,000 men sent
home after the transport
section  struck over the
alleged breach of an agree-
ment by management.. The
section-is to meet on Monday
morning to take a decision
on further action.

M&B: No
Nnew Ilﬂ_l!l'

STRIKERS at May & Bakers’
Dagenham chemical factory
were told yesterday that thé
management  had  refused
during talks to improve its
previous offer in answer to
the claim for a straight 20 per
cent increase.

Talks are to continué and
a mass meeting of the 1,800
men is to be held next Tues-
day when the strike will have
entered its third week.

~

JULY 25- AUGUST 8

Situated in
pleasant
surroundings on
the Essex coast.

1.
4% At the camp, there will

sion on philosephy, his-
tory and other subjecis
which have featured in
Workers Press.

If you are interested and
would like to attend the
Summer Camp, please
complete form below:

omp!ete‘fi‘:rm and send to:
Summer Camp, 186a Clapham High St. SW4.

SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE AND YOUNG SOCIALISTS

ummer

Please send me details of Summer Camp.




W hart
we
think

‘Star' must
answer
for Stalin's
crimes in
Greece

YESTERDAY'S editorial in
the ‘Morning Star’ rightly
condemned the savage sen-
tences on leaders of -the
illegal Greek Communist
Party handed out by -an
Athens military court this
week.

Quite correctly, it describes
the trial as a ‘mockery’, in
which one of the defending
lawyers was sent to prison
for a year.

‘Those who should be in the
dock,” declares the ‘Morn-
ing Star’, ‘are the colonels,
not their opponents, who
are acting to put right the
crime committed against
their country when the
fascists  organized their
coup.’

Rightly so.

But before anyone takes the
‘Morning Star’s’ declara-
tions on this question at
their face value, we must
look more closely at the
record of Stalinism in
Greece.

For the main responsibility
for the imposition of the
military dictatorship on the
Greek workers lies at the
door of Stalinism.

Today the Greek ruling class
is able to jail for life and
torture to death CP mem-
bers and other working-
class fighters only because
of the betrayals of Stalin-
ism over the past quarter
of a century.

The ‘Star’s’

of the Greek revolution.

In case he was unclear pre-
viously, the statement of
Mikis Theodorakis at his
recent meeting in London
would have put him right.

In 1944, the Greek monarchy
could have been overthrown
and power taken by the
workers.

The Greek Communist Party
had behind it the mass of
workers and peasants, and
its Army, ELAS, was in a
powerful position as the
German troops moved out,,

But, as Theodorakis and
other Greek CP members
can tell, Stalin carried out
his agreement with Chur-
chill and ordered the Greek
Stalinists to welcome the
British Army bringing back
the King.

Stalinism handed over the
Greek working class to
imperialism and its puppets,
bound hand and foot.

The Greek CP allowed the
old politician Papandreou
to plot with Churchill’s
representative how to
smash the movement of the
workers.

Only after the defeat was
accomplished did the Stalin-
ists begin the adventurous
Civil War.

Of course, the ‘Morning
Star’s’ predecessor, the
‘Daily Worker’, lied about
these events, just as the
‘Star’ today tries to hide
the truth about the role
of Stalinism in relation to
Greece.

But hypocritical indignation
can no longer cover the
crimes of Stalinism.

When, in 1963, the Greek
working class began to re-
cover from the treachery
of 1944, the Stalinists once
again led the workers into
the trap prepared by the
same Papandreou.

Telling them to wait for the
elections, they allowed the
ruling class to get ready
for the military coup.

The ‘Morning Star’ does not
tell its dwindling reader-
ship these things, any more
than it tells them about
the growing diplomatic and
economic ties between East

European and Russian
Stalinists and the Greek
colonels.

While it waxes indignant
about the attacks on the
Communist Party, it re-
mains silent about the

junketing of their torturers
with the Stalinist bureau-
crats, about their ever closer
relations  with  Franco's
Spain and about the strike-
breaking activities of the
Polish government in Spain
and Ireland.

The Trotskyist movement has
fought continually for in-
ternationalist principles in
relation to Greece.

We shall continue this fight
and will force the Stalinists
to answer before the entire
workers’” movement for the
actions of the Soviet
bureaucracy and the history
of Stalinism in relation to
the " heroic struggle of the
Greek working class.

editor is well |
aware of the “real history"
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National dock strike July 14

Dockers

all out
to win

A NATIONAL dock strike - the first since the
1926 General Strike - loomed large over Edward
Heath’s new Tory administration yesterday.

T&GWU national docks officer Tim O’Leary speaking to
reporters after yesterday’s conference

Strike decision
today at CAV

A RECOMMENDATION
for strike action from
August 18 will be put by
shop stewards to a factory-
gate meeting at London’s
Acton CAV plant this
morning.

After four days of negotia-
tions. with the management,
the executive members of the
joint shop stewards’ commit-
tee met the stewards at a
summons meeting in the
works canteen on Wednesday.

The convenors reported that
talks on their £6-£8 factory
claim had broken down on
Monday.

It had become clear then
that a joint union-manage-
ment committee which had
been proposed to deal with
piecework would in fact be
expected to work along lines
that would limit piecework
earnings.

The management claimed
that a 20 per cent wage-drift
had developed in piecework
prices over the last nine
months.

They compared output per-
formance rates with those of
their plants at Sudbury in
Suffolk, Rochester in Kent and
Fazakerly.

Different
But the type of work there
is very different, especially
with regard to Rochester and
Sudbury, where the notorious
telé-control monitoring system

¢ is in operation.

The management, of course,
declined to divulge the earn-
ings in these two ‘model’ fac-
tories where everything has
béen sold, including the tea
breaks.

Their wage rates are re-
puted to be 20 per cent less
than at Acton.

Despite all the fuss about
the piecework wage drift in
Acton the average earnings
for piecework operators is still
less than £22.

The management, it ap-
peared, wanted a ceiling im-
posed by the Acton commit-
tee,

They wanted the opérators
to have the ‘opportunity’ to
earn a 90-minute hour bonus,
which is equal to a 250 per
cent piecework performance
at BSI 125.

Acton

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

To many pieceworkers this
smacks of a wage cut—for the
management, in a blatant
attempt to cut across mutual-
ity, is reported to have stated
that the increased earnings
must be related to output.

In other words if the job
pays a low price the operator
can’t inflate it.

After hearing this report
the stewards endorsed the ac-
tion of the executive com-
mittee in breaking off nego-
tiations.

Aftér some discussion they
voted 69 to 6, with one ab-
stention, that the executive
should present the manage-
ment with a notice of with-
drawal of labour from August
18—the day following the fac-
tory's resumption of work
aftér three weeks’ holidays.

Docks delegates from all
over Britain and N Ireland
defied the threat of army
intervention and
unanimously to strike for
a £20 basic wage from
next Tuesday (July 14).

All registered ports in
Britain and N Ireland will
grind to a halt if the strike
‘takes place.

The 78-strong docks dele-
gate conference took just two
hours to turn down port em-
ployers’ final derisory offer. for
a settlement of their long
standing basic claim.

The employers had offered
to make minimum earnings up
to £20 for a full week’s work.
Present basic is £11 1s 8d for
all ports except Liverpool.

Piecework

A £20 basic wage would
raise dockers’ piecework, over-
time and holiday pay as well
as basic flat-rate earnings, and
effectively scotch the dock
employers’ carefully-laid plans
to introduce Stage Two of the
Devlin speed-up scheme.

On the key London docks
employers have twice been
forced to postpone Stage Two
and many sections of dockers
still adamantly oppose it.

But there are dangers in
front.

Transport and General
Workers’ Union docks leaders
are said to be less than whole-
hearted about a fight with the
Tory government.

Brokers

‘I wouldn’t object if the gov-
ernment believed it to be their
responsibility to intervene.
We'll take them as being
honest brokers if they want
to,” said national docks officer

"Tim O’Leary after yesterday’s

meeting.

O’Leary is thought to have
favoured sporadic rather than
all-out national action on the
claim.

‘The employers appear to be
united on this issue and the

@® PAGE FOUR COL. 8

BY JOHN SPENCER

voted

TODAY

SPECIAL
FEATURES

on

Why Labour
Lost

“(page two)
The Tories

can be
defeated

(page four)

{

'The daily organ of the
Central Committee of the

SQciali-st Labour League

oy

E I
RSN
P -

. *"a‘% - “ug

RS PRV

The thoughts of

Home talks
with Shah

FOREIGN SECRETARY
Home is in Brussels today to
meet the Shah of Persia. Their
discussions will centre on the
situation in the Persian Gulf.

British troops are due to
move out of the area next
year, after 100 years of
British influence there.

An agreement with the
Iranian government would be
important for the British to
try to maintain some control
in the Gulf.

The election of the Tory

-government led to speculation

that the decision to withdraw
would be reversed, but it
seems more likely that the
Tories will look for other
ways to protect oil and other
British interests.

The main problem for
British imperialism is not the
conflict between the various
sheiks in the area, nor the
development of - Arab nation-
alism, but competition with
the US oil firms.

This is likely to be the

chief concern of Home in his
talks today. .

AN

‘Communist criminals’ in
cages says Saigon

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

PRISONERS kept in ‘tiger
cages’ on Con Son island
were ‘communist criminals’,
said a S Vietnamese govern-
ment statement yesterday.

The cages, reported by
two US Congressmen and a
journalist this week, have
caused a major crisis for
the Nixon government.

Steel bars to which
prisoners’ legs were shackled
were supplied under Ameri-
can aid.

US officials also admitted
they knew of the existence
of the horror conditions on
Con Son, and had ‘discussed
them with Vietnamese
officials’.

A US official in Vietnam
had written of Con Son:

‘In the opinion of correc-
tion advisers with lengthy
US penology experience,

Con Son is not a “devil’s
island”, but .on the contrary
a correctional institution
worthy of higher ratings

than some prisons in the
United States.’

But all attempts at white-
washing the Saigon prison
were smashed by this week’s

report.
Yesterday’s Saigon gov-
ernment statement  was

awaited in Washington as
some kind of face-saver.

The statement said that
the prisoners were kept ‘in
separate quarters’ as a dis-
ciplinary measure.

‘They are neither politi-
cal prisoners nor prisoners
of war, but communist
criminals.

‘As soon as they show
themselves repentant and
agree to follow the internal
regulations of the re-educa-
tion centre, they will be let
out of the separate quarters’.

' yesterday,

The prison warden,
Colonel Ve, who showed
the US visitors round Con
Son, and had tried un-
successfully to stop them
seeing the cages, said of the
500 men and women kept
in them: ‘They are very bad
people. They will not salute
the flag.’

At the Paris peace talks
the National
Liberation Front delegate
Pinh Ba Thi accused Nixon
of providing funds and ‘ad-
visers’ for the upkeep of
Con Son.

There is no doubt that
the conditions worthy of
Nazi concentration camps
found in the prison are in-
deed the work of US im-
perialism.

A.E.F.
chief

AEF general secretary Jim
Conway, spokesman of the
union’s right wing, can be
seen running true to form in
his editorial in the current
issue of the union’s journal,
published yesterday.

He expresses his ‘heartfelt
thanks to Harold Wilson and
his colleagues for the wonder-
ful job they have done’, which
reminds us of the Russian
folklore character who used
to felicitate mourners at
funerals and weep at wed-
dings.

Not satisfied with such
gratuitous compliments to the
undertakers of the last Labour
government, Mr Conway goes
out of his way to endorse
entry into the Common Mar-
ket with the specious ration-
alization that those who
oppose such entry and favour
East-West trade only do so
because they make ‘financial
fortunes’ out of such trade.

We are not too clear who
Mr Conway was referring to,
since one of the chief ex-
ponents of East-West trade
and of greater commercial in-
volvement with the USSR was
none other than the last Prime
Minister—H. Wilson !

Somewhat puzzled by the
exact nature of his remarks
we turned to a random selec-
tion of back numbers of the
AEF journal seeking a plain
man’s guide to this mystery.

In February 1968 we dis-
covered that this advocate of
‘Europeanism’ and the Com-
mon Market was nothing more
than a British patriot.

Caught up in the first flush
of the ‘Back Britain’ move-
ment, Conway enthusiastically
blew the trumpet and waved
the Red, White and Blue with
a great vigour:

‘Why should we import
three-quarters of our new
machine tools from European
countries,’ he lamented and
coHcluded with the ‘stirring’
call :

‘Is it not time for us to
think British, buy British?’

Digging déeper into these
monthly editorial thoughts we
find him in March 1970 de-
fending the ‘so viciously ridi-
culed’ Harold Wilson who
@ PAGE FOUR COL. 8
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Workers enter the factory yesterday to collect a tax rebate

Cables stewards
to lobby talks

BY A WORKERS PRESS REPORTER

L

SHOP STEWARDS from Standard Telephones’ Erith |
and Greenwich Submarine Cables factories are to lobby
talks today between officials of the London Association
of Engineering Employers and of the five unions in-
volved in their two-week-old strike.

A mass meeting of the
Erith strikers, who are fight-
ing proposals to make 280
hourly-paid workers redun-
dant, agreed this yesterday
after hearing reports from
Transport and General
Workers’ convenor Bill
Wraight and Greenwich strike
leader Harry Stevens.

If tomorrow’s talks do not
produce ‘anything fruitful’,
Bill Wraight told the meeting,
shop stewards from other
STC plants in the area could
be telling their managements
that they might have to con-
sider withdrawing their labour
in support of the 450 strikers.

Glimmer

‘I don’t want to raise your
hopes too high,’ he told the
meeting. ‘... I feel that there
is a glimmer of hope that we
are now going to get round
the table and get down to
some fruitful negotiations —
but I could be wrong.’

Although reporting for the
second time that the strike
has still not been made official
—except by the Association
of Scientific, Technical and
Managerial Staffs — convenor
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Group_of Ten meeting

ends in deadlock

Common

arket-
ift widen

BY PETER JEFFRIES

SO GREAT is the current build-up of tension
between the leading capitalist countries, that
the September meeting of the International
Monetary Fund could see a severe crisis in
Common Market-United States relations.

The latest Paris meeting
of the Group of Ten has
ended in complete dead-
lock.

Considerable American pres-

sure  for  shorough - going
cha_nges in present inter-
national inonetary arrange-

ments have been completely
rejécted by the French.

The 'Pompidou government
has re-opened the war against
the dollar which characterized
much of General de Gaulle’s
economic policy.

The Americans argued
throughout the Paris talks for
a significant widening of the
present ‘parity’ margins within
which currencies can move
before the need for a formal
revaluation, together with
easiér arrangements for more
rapid and frequent currency
revaluations.

D Ee e

.".7$TOOD FIRM

"On both counts the French
stood firm.

They fear that if these pro-
posals were successful, they
would undermine any chance
of a common European cur-
rency, which they see as a
necessary counterweight to
the dollar.

Greater fiéxibility for Euro-
pean currencies would also
seriously damage the Com-
mon  Market’s
pricing policy already weak-
ened at the time of the last
German mark revaluation.

More than this, the Ameri-
can proposals represent an
attempt to destroy the 1944
Bretton Woods arrangements
which have been the basis of
the post-war monétary system.

At the end of the war it
was the Americans who in-
sisted on a highly rigid cur-
rency system as a safeguard
against the free-for-all which
broke out during the financial
crisis following 1931.

UNDERMINED

Their shift in position on
this fundamental issue réveals
the deep nature of the dollar’s
crisis; undermined, as it has
been, by the rapid inflation
of the past decade.

It is clear that the Nixon
Administration hopes that a
moré flexible system will
allow it to pass off the brunt
of the crisis in the world
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Many
jailed in
Ulster

AS ULSTER gets ready

for Monday’s Orange
marches, the trials of
people arrested in the

riots of the last two weeks
proceed. ,

Yesterday, five men were
sent to jail, four for six
months and the fifth for four
months, for fighting in the
Talls and Crumlin Rd areas.

On " Wednesday, six men
were jailed for six months
for throwing stones at an
Orange march at Coalisland,
and 43 people charged with
possessing  explosives were
remanded on bail.

Another 58 were remanded
on charges of ‘breaking the
peace’, resulting from their
arrest in the curfew area.

Morris shutdown

MORRIS MOTORS’ Oxford
factory was closed yesterday
and about 4,000 men sent
home after the transport
section  struck over the
alleged breach of an agree-
ment by management.. The
section is to meet on Monday
morning to take a decision
on further action.

M&B: No
new offer

STRIKERS at May & Bakers’
Dagenham chemical factory
were told yesterday that thé
management ~ had  refused
during talks to improve its
previous offer in answer to
the claim for a straight 20 per
cent increase.

Talks are to continué and
a mass meeting of the 1,800
men is to be held next Tues-
day when the strike will have
entered its third week.

JULY 25- AUGUST 8 |

Situated in
pleasant
surroundings on
the Essex coast.

sion on philosophy, his-
tory and other subjects
which have featured In
Workers Press.

If you are interested and
would like to attend the
Summer Camp, please
complete form below:

i Y ALY ! :
Complete form and send to:

Summer Camp, 186a Clapham High St. SW4.

SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE AND YOUNG SOCIALISTS

Summer

A FTRET

Please send me details of Summer Camp.
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WORKERS are holding
the line firm against the
Tory government.

Interviews by Workers
Press reporters in several
areas of London over the last
few days found dockers,
engineers and ‘white-collar’
workers all expressing” mis-
trust of the new govern-
ment’s policies and plans.

The antagonism that
divides those who sell their
labour from those who live
off it was vividly revealed by
a Bermondsey engineering
worker who spoke to us in a
public house in the heart of
London’s dockland.

Ten men

‘There was a man in 1934
who said in Edinburgh thalt
Britain would not be sorted
out until ten men were wait-
ing outside the factory for one
man’s job. Churchill, the man
who sent troops against the
Tonypandy miners. That’s the
Tories.’

A stevedore, waiting at
Scruttons Maltby's Royal docks
muster point put it this way:

‘The Tories—I know them
from old, I know the form
book on these boys and I can
tell you they have never done
any us any favours and I'm not
looking for any from this gov-
ernment.’

The Churchillian brutality,
the Tory braggarts of the 1920s
and 1930s crowing over a

i
'

R
.

demoralized labour force have
not been forgotten.

And it is also clear that
workers now feel far from
defeated, they have the will and
the power to make Churchill’s
heirs pay for the past.

But many workers were not
clear why the Labour adminis-
tration was defeated.

Some still retained the illusion
ghgt Wilson had ‘done a good
job’.

Here are two contrasting views,
one from a woman old age
pensioner and a life-long Labour
supporter the other from "and
East End engineer.

‘When the Tories were in
they didn’t do nothing and left
all the dirty work for Wilson. I
feel very sorry for Harold Wil-
son, I don’'t understand why
the Tories got in,’ said Mrs
Hogan of Bermondsey.

‘They call Wilson’s party the
Labour Party. When they were
in power they were supposed to
control the government, but
round here rent went up—a big
increase. Now the Greater Lon-
don Council was Tory, we know
that, but Wilson should have
stepped in and put an embargo
on it, Because he didn’t he lost
a lot of support.’

Most people expressed disgust
towards the national press, tele-
vision and the opinion polls—

‘I think the press and the
polls made a lot of people sit
back and think it was all over.
Down here there is a tendancy
to think that they were all bent.
But Wilson was taken in and he
was far too complacent,’ said the
stevedore quoted above.

‘I think that they were all
bent, they should not have
listened to the polls, a poll is
not a vote. The press put up
these polls but what are the
press—the Tories’, another

"

docker from Bermondsey’s Tooley
St wharf,

The dangers of racialism were
also apparent, but many workers
have already scented Powell’s
political trail:

‘One thing I think is clear, he
has more influence in the Tory
Party than they would like to
make out. Deep down I don’t
think that Heath is really
opposed to Powell at all since his
main aim is to split the working
men up,” said a portworker,
again from the Royal group of
docks—once reported to be a
centre of racialism in the capital-
ist press.

Folklore

Others regurgitated the mod-
ern racialist folklore that with
the help of the press has become
a feature:

‘I'm not a racialist, but the
country’s overcrowded, Powell
has put his finger on what a lot
of people think. I know he’s a
Tory, but what he says just
appears to be common sense to
me.’

The question that bit deepest,
however, was defence of the
trade unions.

That there would be strikes,
go-slows, overtime bans to
defend standards and oppose
anti-strike laws was a common
view, but what if the trade
union leaders betrayed?

What preparation could be
made right now?

A lorry-driving member of
the Transportt and General
Workers’ Union from Wapping
told ‘us: :

‘1 don’t know if the leader-

ship of our union’s going to fight
or not. But if the Tories attack
the unions there’ll be an explo~
sion.’

'hy Labour lost

.86
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Dockers mustering near London’s Royal group of docks earlier this week.

and

Following up our pre-election inter-
view series-‘Unions and Labour’-on
what trade unionists from different
areas of the country saw as the issues
in the General Election, Workers
Press reporters have been out in
several working-class areas of Lon-
don this week seeking
reasons for Labour’s election defeat
and on the fight against the Tories.

This is the first of a weekly discus-
sion series to which we hope members
of the labour movement in every area
of the country will contribute.

L

BORB PERT, a member of the strike committee at
Erith's Sovex clevator and conveyor plant, told

us .
THE WORKING class is cer-
tainly under attack from the
Tories on a wide front,

Their intention to attack the
trade unions with legislation
demanding binding contracts of
employment, which will seek to
curb the activities of trade union-
ists in struggle, has to be seen
in relation to their other pro-
posed law reforms.

Certain trade union leaders

enemy and challenging for the
ownership of land and industry.

Can any regional plan, hous-
ing plan or education plan be
fair to the working ‘class when
it’s not based on socialism?

No Tory ever gave a worker
anything unless he already had
provision twice as much away
again. That’s the principle of
productivity dealing.

Of course the attack on the

LN

views on the

EPSN

o

JOHN BARBER, a former National Amalgamated
Stevedores and Dockers steward at Tilbury, now
working on London's Royal group of docks, told

the Workers Press :

LABOUR lost the election
because it had been found out
in six years to be more Tory
than the preceding Conservative
governments.

Apathy's not really the word
to describe what happened,
because workers just had no
alternative to vote for: if a
working man can’t vote Labour
what can he vote? He's got a
vote, he wants to vote but there’s
no one to vote for.

So a lot of people just stayed
home on polling night.

There seems to be a different
reaction to the Tories getting in
among different age groups. Some
of the younger ones have still
just got their fingers crossed, a
little older and they know they’ve

got a battle on their hands,
while those who have lived
through a bit more know that
m is the worst word in the

Bu't in some ways I'm glad
the Tories are in.

A lot of people were kidded
that the Labour government
would be a government of the
people because it was the

. government of our choosing.

They held back.

Certainly if Heath had been
the omne to and introduce
‘In Place of Strife’ he would
have had a general strike on his
hands. And it’ll be a good thing
if the Tories do try to take on
the unions: then we will see how
the cards are stacked.

||||||l|||llIIll“IIIIIII|lIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII|IlIIIII|IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII|IIII||III|IllIIIII|Illll||lII|IIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIllllllllllllllllllllll

MARGO BOVELL, a NW London bank employee,

said :

1 THINK one of the big factors
in ll?e Labour defeat was these
polls.

They must have been fixed, A
lot of people didn’t vote because
they thought evervthing was
settled.

Wilson was confident and he
just let things stay as they are,
but Heath gave lots of promises
about tax reductions and things
like that. I think this caused a
lot of people—especially women
—to vote Tory.

From the time I grew up I .

have always known that Labour
is supposed to be for the work-
ing class and that the Tories
are for the rich. I haven’t been
really all that interested in
politics so far, but after the elec-
tion I think we must fight hard
to get the Tories out.

*

irhe (tlrbublel is tha:h a lot of
coloured people say they aren’t
interested in politics, that they
just don't want to_know. They
are not aware of the dangers of
racialism from people like
Powell, .

‘What . Powell .says is stupid.
But I'll tell you this: he couldn’t

NI

get up and say these things
unless there was somebody back-
ing him.

I think Heath really agrees
with him and tells him what to
say.

One of my brothers is in the
army in N Ireland and while it
seems to be religious trouble
over there there’s a lot more to
it than that. There is high
unemployment, bad housing and
poverty—that’s why they're at
ceach other’s throats.

*

The government want them to
be at each other’s throats. I'm
worried for my brother and I
want him to come back.

One of the worst things over
here is housing. We used to live
in Wembley and we tried to get
a house, but people said houses
were not for sale because they
didn’t want coloureds in the
area,

Then some time ago the land-
lord put up the rent here £2.

My mother complained, but it
made no difference, she didn’t
‘want to take it to a tribunal
because we wanted no bother.
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EGYPT in 1952 was a
country that had been
shaping up for revolu-
tion.

The previous year had
seen nearly 50 strikes by
workers. In the second half
of 1951 there were several
peasant uprisings in which
the demand was raised for
the land to be ‘given to those
who tilled it. There was
unrest in the universities
and in the armed forces.

The corrupt regime of King
Farouk and his ministers had
been' profoundly discredited by
its debacle in the 1948 Arab-
Israeli war.

A popular guerilla struggle was

being waged against British occu-
pation forces in the Canal zone.

On January 26, 1952, the
masses of Cairo took to the
. streets, and their demonstra-
tions against imperialism turned
into a massive outburst of fury

against the conditions they
endured, expressing itself in
violence and the burning of
property.

At the centre of discontent
among army officers was a group
known as the Free Officers’
Movement, a nationalist move-
ment in which were figures such
as Anwar el Sadat, Khaled
Mohieddin, and Gamal. Abdul
Nasser.

Smarting under the disaster
of 1948, these nationalists were
bitter and contemptuous of the
regime, and they were moving:

towards a clash with the govern-

ment.

In 1951, they had issued a
proclamation:

‘The Executive Committee of
the Officers demands that the
army’s function should be the
achievement of the country’s
independence, and it will not
permit the army to be used for
the destruction of nationalist
movements ., . . the army has
value only in a strong, liberated

‘ARMY OFFICERS

-’

IN ARAB POLITICS

AND SOCIETY’
By Eliezer Be’eri

Praeger-Pall Mall
Price £4

country. We demand arms for
the army from all countries
which sell us weapons, either
from the East or West. . . . We
demand that the people be
granted all the freedoms, since
the people cannot struggle
against imperialism when it is
chained by laws which limit.its
freedom.’

In 1952, the Free Officers
accused the monarchy in another
proclamation:

‘You,
wealth from the sweat of the
people to spend on purposes
which will not benefit it . . .’

And later they declared:

‘Here in Egypt, its masters and
leaders are living a life of
pleasure and staging celebra-
tions and parties on every occa-
sion and when there is no occa-
sion: are they possibly forgetting
the people and its condition,
the hungry, naked and the
wretched people’

In July 1952, the Free Officers’
movement seized power, accord-
ing to a military plan, and set
Egypt on the course to which it
has stuck since—a natjonalist
military regime, balancing
between popular support and
imperialism to pursue its nation-
alist, policy.. o

Arab Bonapartism was born.

Since 1952, the Nasser regime
which emerged from the coup
has extended its influence and
had numerous imitators, and
today there are comparable
regimes in Iraq, Syria, Sudan,
Algeria and Libya.

In ' previous articles and
reviews in ‘The Newsletter’ and
Workers Press we have attempted

who are accumulating °

to analyse and assess, from a
Marxist point of view, the signifi-
cance of Nasserism, and the
social forces at work in Egypt
and the other Arab countries.

A Marxist social analysis of
these complex phenomena is
essential if we are to under-
stand what is happening in the
Middle East. It

affairs, and because
emergence of new Bonapartist
regimes in other parts of the
world.

‘Analvsis’

- BOOK REVIEW

Arab Bonapartism examined—

, a a
is especially,
important now, both because of
the renewed importance of the
Middle East itself in fwotilxd
o e

[ ]
For the Soviet bureaucracy, of d l StOl te
course, -and for those who follow :
Z . .

its lead, no such .analysis is
necessary or possible. In their
hand-to-mouth manoeuvres they
have variously categorized the
Nasser regime as being a ‘stooge
of US imperialism’ and, more
recently as a ‘socialist state’.

Their ‘analysis’ is decided by
the exigencies of diplomacy.

Our requirement, however, is
for a serious analysis, so that as
revolutionaries we can under-
stand what is going on and how
we can change it.

This book by Eliezer Be'eri
provides a tremendous wealth of
useful detail which helps to fill
out the picture of what is hap-
pening.

The book contains some inter-
esting details of how the prepa-
rations were made for the Free
Officers’ coup, and they offer
an added insight into the Bona-

which resulted.

e preparing to take the
power, the Free Officers’ Move-
ment took steps to establish con-
tact with the other political
forces at work in Egypt.

They were in touch with the
Wafd, the Muslim Brotherhood,
and the Communist Party
(Haditu).

Khaled Mohieddin introduced
Nasser to CP contacts, and

gThe Progressive Labour Party (P.L.) substituted ‘guerrilla theater’

US Round-up)

(above) for independent working class action demanded by American

Trotskyists of the Workers League.

The
ubiquitous
Mr J. Willard
Marriott

TWO ITEMS reported in the
Workers Press have a single con-
necting thread. It was reported
in the June 27 issue that Donald
Nixon, the honourable American
president’s brother, was feted in
Athens by Tom °‘Esso’ Pappas
and Aristotle Onassis.

Executive Vice-President of the
Marriott Corporation, Nixon was
in the colonels’ country to sign a
lucrative contract whereby
Marriott is to provide catering
services for Onassis’ own airline,
Olympia.

On July 3, the Workers Press
noted that the ‘Honour America
Day’ jamboree was forging ahead
with its plans to unite America
for a single day, under the aegis
of Bob Hope and Billy Graham.

Who was the chief organizer
of this celebration?

A certain . . . J. Willard
Marriott.
Who is this ubiquitous Mr

Marriott?

Besides supplying the Greek
fascists and organizing patriotic
American blow-outs, he is direc-
tor of various car, banking and
insurance firms and chairman of
the Washington-based Marriott
Corporation, an outfit in the busi-
ness of owning and operating
restaurants and hotels, airline
catering and hospital and institu-
tional feeding with annual sales
of $200 million.

The corporation is a tightly-
knit family affair as well.
Marriott his wife and two sons
occupy the top four seats.

The ‘Honour America Day’
ceremonies, we are assured by
its organizers was a strictly ‘non-
political’ show, certainly not in-
tended to whip up enthusiasm for
Nixon and his war.

Undoubtedly, then, it is co-
incidental that the chairman of
the organizing committee—
Marriott—also helped to arrange
Tricky Dick’s inauguration cere-
monies.

It is also coincidental that his
wife is a Republican Party
national committee-woman and
that Dick’s brother occupies the
position of Executive Vice-
President in his corporation.

When this ‘little band of men’
honour America they honour the
genocidal war in Indo-China, the
fascist regime in Greece, the giant
corporations with their equally
giant profits, the smashing of
strikes and the shooting of black
people and students by the
National Guard.

It must be made abundantly
clear that every sponsor, ‘hawk’
or ‘dove’, of this ‘non-political’
‘Honour America Day’ is a class
enemy, nothing less.

OVER THE week-end of June
20-21 the National . Emergency
Conference against the Indo-
China War was held in Cleve-
land, Ohio, attended by approxi-
mately 1,500 people.

The class forces underlying
every speech and every vote were
brought into sharp focus from
the outset.

There were three major forces
represented at the conference:
(1) the Socialist Workers Party-
Young Socialist Alliance (Pab-
loite) SWP-YSA; (2) Progressive-
Labour Party- (Maoist) PL; and
(3) the Workers League, the
American Trotskyists.

The first struggle arose over
the question of a demonstration
scheduled by the SWP-YSA
leadership against the presence
of Vice President Spiro Agnew
in Cleveland.

PL counter-proposed that the
demonstration be against both
Agnew and the city’s black mayor
Carl Stokes, who had called the
troops out against striking Team-
sters.

The argument that the Pab-
loites used against this proposal
is the classic revisionist line.

Incorrect

They maintained that since the
majority of black workers had
vaoted for Stokes it was incorrect
to demonstrate against his anti-
working-class policies for fear of
alienating these workers.

Excellent logicl This is social-
ism for book-keepers!

Another SWP' spokesman
made an even more dangerous

" remark.

Against the Maoists’ call for
support to rank-and-file militancy
and specifically to the Teamsters,
he stated:

‘Those Teamsters you talk so
much about are all racists and
reactionary.’

This is the end-product (or
perhaps waste-product would be
more correct) of adaptionist and
liquidationist politics.

Neither was PL, as the ‘left’
shadow of the US CP, able to
pose independent working-class
action, Instead they indulged in
outbursts of demagogy, fist-
shaking, chanting and ‘guerrilla
theatre’.

Disrupt

These Stalinists, in fact,
attempted systematically to dis-
rupt the conference from begin-
ning to end.

And all their attacks were ob-
jectively attacks on Trotskyism,
although the target of much of
their violence, the SWP, no
longer answers to that descrip-
tion.

How could the SWP respond
in a principled, political manner
to these attacks?

They posed Popular Front-
style politics . . . which brought
them right back into the camp
of Stalinism?

Only the Workers League inter-

independence of . the worki
class from the capitalist class an
its SE- Asian war through the
construction of a labour party.

vened and fought for the political |

partist nature of the regime
ani-war
conference

It was this demand for

independent class action that
formed the fundamental division
at Cleveland.

The SWP, openly moving to
Popular Front formulations and
fondly embracing liberal politi-
cians, and PL, incapable of break-
ing with Stalinism and its con-
sequent economism and adaption
to the trade-union bureaucrats,
" form two sides of the same well-
tarnished coin.

Stalinism

Their politics are the politics
of revisionism, Stalinism and
class collaboration.

As a final clincher here is a
quote from the adopted (SWP-
supported) resolution:

‘The desire for peace cuts
across political, racial, religious
and national lines.’ \

What more could be added?

‘A BLACK bank is able to make
money available to black people.

This is what the bank is all
about.’
So said David B. Harper,

president of the First Indepen-
dence National Bank, opened last
week in Detroit, Michigan, the
car-producing centre of America
and a city with a black popula-
tion of 650,000.

What has been the reaction of
the Big Three automakers —
General Motors, Ford and
Chrysler—to this black bank?

Enthusiastic.

The Ford Motor Co. alone,
notorious in Detroit as well as in
Dagenham for its.speed-ups and
conditions, and an employer of
large numbers of black workers,
has deposited $500,000 in First
Independence. .

What we see clearly is capital-
ist subsidies for separate black
institutions.

In New York City, it was the
Ford Foundation which sub-
sidized and supported ‘com-
munity control’ of schools. This
is no coincidence.

‘Black Capitalism’

One of the first undertakings
of the Nixon administration in
March 1969 was the establish-
ment of the Office of Minority
Business Enterprise.

The stated aim of this bureau
is to encourage ‘black capitalism’.

It must be repeated that cer-
tain far-sighted capitalists have
already done their share.

Corporations such as Aero-Jet
General, Fairchild Hiller,
E. G. & G., Martin Marietta and
Warner & Swasey have set up
‘black subsidiaries’ as a sop to
the ghetto, to divert its rising
militancy down the blind ally of
‘community control’.

according to one source, they
even had Nasser listed as a mem-
ber. At the same time, the Free
Officers’ group was in liaison
with the US Central Intelligence
Agency.

The person chiefly involved in
contact with the CIA was Ali
Sabry. At a cocktail party in
Alexandria on July 19, a few
days before the coup, a number
of Free Officers met with the

When
black is
bount-
 iful

of évery five businesses are black-
owned.

Do the rats in the overcrowded
ghettos notice the change?

Do the walls repair them-
selves? .

Efforts are being made by the
federal government and private
enterprise to supply a few black
businessmen with a few crumbs
from the table. A very few
crumbs to a very few men.

The establishment of a new
black bank is the culmination,
the logical end-product of this
process.

And what is our answer to the
statement by the Rev Charles E.
Morton, chairman of Detroit’s
Inner City Business Improvement
Forum, that ‘The black economy
needed strong, viable financial
institutions over which we our-
selves had control’?

A bank is a bank is a bank...

And, whatever its clients, it
must extort the same sky-high
interest rates and close its doors

In Harlem these days, two outin crisis just as any other.

ONE SMALL yet poignant indica-
tion of the anxiety besetting top
echelons of US society was to
be found in last week’s ‘Time’
news magazine whose entire
front cover was devoted-to the
national flag.

The editorial noted that the
only previous time when the
flag ‘Old Glory' had occupied this
position was when the United
States had just entered the war
in 1942 and ‘the outcome was
still far from clear’.

‘The country is again at war,
not only in SE Asia but also
against frightening forces within
American society.’

Then follows no less than six
pages devoted to a survey of
attitudes to the flag which con-
cludes that opinion is polarizing.

The right increasingly use it as
a symbol to whip up patriotism.

While the other wing burn and
perform other less mentionable
acts on it.

The survey laments over the
tasteless exploitation of ‘Old
Glory’ from the hippy’s trouser
patch (now very popular) to the
multitade of products it now
decorates.

The article concludes ‘Old
Glory has become so ubiquitous
and frequently so bewildering in

its political, cultural, commercial,
civic and patriptic implications
that millions of American
moderates are left simply regret-
ting the loss of its earlier
innocence.

A

GLORY, GLORY...?

‘Some have decided, rather
sadly, not to fly the flag these
days lest it be misinterpreted.’

The flag, to quote one inter-
viewee, just ‘no longer means
motherhood and apple pie’.

' N

American representatives and
gave them advance notice of their
plan to seize power, receiving
in turn encouragement from the
Americans to go -ahead.

the Nasserist policy of
balancing  between  different
forces—Bonapartism-—was com-
ing into play even before the
actual seizure of power!

The officers’ regime met its
first test three weeks after the
coup, with the textile workers’
strike at Kafr al-Dawar.

The ruthless measures it took
to suppress the workers showed
that however much the Free
Officers’ group might express its
concern for the plight of the
masses, it intended to keep them
firmly down.

There were 10,000 workers
employed in the Misr company’s
Kafr al-Dawar weaving plant,
near Alexandria. For several
months the workers had been
demanding higher pay, an
increase in their annual paid
leave—they only got four days
—and union recognition. !

On the evening of August 12,
night-shift workers gathered in
front of the manager’s office and
proclaimed a strike. Evidently
they believed that the new
regime meant a new, better era,
for the workers.

They cheered Neguib, the
army, and the Revolution. .

They were to be very cruelly
disillusioned. The management
replied to their demands by call-
ing in the police to disperse them,
the police used force, fighting
groke out, and the police opened

re.

The workers decided to call a
sit-down strike. The following
morning troops were brought in
from Alexandria, and used their
weapons, to clear the workers
out of the factory.

In the course of the fighting
‘two soldiers and a policeman
were killed—as were some half
a dozen workers, and more
than 20 workers were wounded.
Two hundred of the: strikers
were arrested.

The suppression was not over.
On_August 18, a military court,
with no right of appeal, sen-
tenced some of the strikers to
various terms in prison—six of
them got sentences of over ten
years hard labour—and two mili-
tants, Mustafa Mohammad
Khamis and Mohammed Hassan
al-Bakri, were sentenced to death.

To demonstrate its character,
the Officers’ regime had about
1,000 workers rounded-up in the
factory football ground, sur-
rounded by armed troops and
tanks, with Khamis made to
stand in the middle of the field,
and the death sentence read out
over a loudspeaker.

The government could still
have cancelled the death sen-
tences.

What did happen was that
Khamis was brought before
Neguib in Cairo and told that his
life would be spared if he agreed
to name people who were
‘behind’ the strike, to ‘reveal’
communist conspirators and agi-

- tators, that is, to help the regime

stage a witch-hunt.

Khamis refused to co-operate.
The workers had only fought for
their rights, believing that the
were entitled to something froﬂ‘;
the Revolution which promised
liberation.

On September 8, Mustafa
Mohammed Khamis and Moham-
med Hassan al-Bakri were
hanged.

Heroism

I have set out this episode in
full because I believe it should
be remembered, not only for
what it illustrates of the real
nature of the officers’ regime,

but because it features people .

who seldom receive much of a
mention in most of the books,
articles or speeches about the

Middle East—the Arab working’

class.

The heroism of men like
Khamis is generally ignored while
the news media—capitalist and
Stalinist alike—concentrate on
the swaggering and posturing of
the colonels and demagogues.

The Egyptian workers and
peasants have often been
described as inherently submis-
sive, or depicted as merely a
manipulated mass. The answer is
Kafr al-Dawar.

Bonapartism requires that the
masses be manipulated. Bona-
partist leaders may court the
masses, bring them out onto the
streets, assemble them to hear
speeches by the leader, who will
flatter them and tell them of
their importance to the revolu-
tion. But let the crowd on the
‘streets take on human faces, let
it assert itself as a class, let the
workers organize for their own
demands, and, like the workers
of Kafr al-Dawar, struggle for
them courageously — and then
Bonapartism brings out the
police, the army, the tanks and
the hangman’s noose.

In 1954, in the course of taking
over from Neguib and consoli-

By
CHARLES
PARKINS

dating the Bonapartist regime,
Nasser was prepared to use a
transport workers’ strike, and on
subsequent occasions too, he has
leaned on the strength of the
masses—notably of course, the
popular resistance in Port Said
against the imperialist aggression
in 1956. .

Likwise in Syria, Jedid was
prepared to arm the ‘workers’
battalions’ against right-wing
threats to his regime.

But what none of the Arab
Bonapartist regimes have been
able to tolerate is any striving
by the working class to assert its
political independence, to have
its own organizations and parties.

The same pattern has been
followed throughout — suppres-
sion of the communists in Egypt,
Iraq, Syria and the Sudan, sub-
ordination of the trade unions
to the state, as in Egypt and
Sudan, enrolment of the masses
into the one, state-controlled
organization such as Nasser’s
Arab Socialist Union.

All power is monopolized by
the ruling military clique on
behalf of the nationalist middle
class.

In Iraq, the Communist Party
has gone underground; but in
Egypt, the liquidation of the
Party was carried out with the
assistance of the Stalinists them-
selves, following Khrushchev's
visit to Cairo in 1964.

Nasser released CP members
from jail, but warned that any-
one attempting to organize would
be arrested ‘Even if we have to
do it as in India’. (Where mass
arrests without trial were taking
place.)

‘When 1 appointed Khalid
Mohieddin to “Akhbar al Yom”,
it was in the knowledge that
Khaled Mohieddin is part of the

tioners, a latter-day Jesuit order,
deal entirely in abstractions,
political forms and pure phrases
completely removed from class
forces.

They place all their faith in
manipulation -and will not recog-
nize class forces at work because

. they cannot face the reality of

which they are part. .

Although this book by
Eliezer Be’eri contains, as we
have said, a wealth of useful
detail, and it displays prodiguous
efforts of research, it is hampered
as a serious analysis by the same
sort of obstacles as the kind of
work we have described.

Be'eri is probably Dbetter
equipped than many western
writers in that he has some
acquaintance with a ‘Marxism’
of sorts; but what dominates
this book, preventing it from
providing a real analysis, is the

. author’s political adherence to

the bourgeois ideology of Zion-
ism, which is intellectually crip-
pling.

As an example of attention to
detail; Be’eri gives a complete list
of Egyptian officer casualties in
the 1948 war, with age, rank,
and family background, as a help

towards analysing the social
background of the military in
Egypt.

This sort of material is

impressive and useful; but it
does not meet the need for a
proper analysis of the historical
development of Egyptian society,
and the relationship of the
classes in it, and their relation-
ship to imperialism, which is the
only way to approach an under-
standing of the particular role
of the Bonapartist regime.

Despite all its impressive
detail, Be'’eri’'s book -does not
attempt this analysis.

When it comes to the inter-
national aspects of the Egyptian
Revolution, the reasons for
Be’eri’s failure becomes obvious.

To show the way the Nasser
regime’s progress has been
shaped by the way it has
responded to imperialism means
tracing out the course of this
inter-action, through events such
as the Israeli aggression of 1956
—and Be’eri belongs to a party
which participated in the launch-
ing of this aggression—and that
of 1967.

A proper analysis of Nasser’s

Abtul I~ e

AR

regime and not a part of the
communists. . . .

‘. . . We will under no circum-
stances deliver the press to the
communists, and we will not per-
mit a single one of them to form
an organization in the country.
In my opinion, anyone who says
he is a Marxist is free to do so.
However, the establishment of
a political organization is against
the league of popular labouring
forces.’

In other words, Nasser was
saying, you can interpret the
world as much as you like, so
long as you don’t try to change
it.

In fact, a ‘Marxist’ interpreta-
tion—that is, the use of ‘Marxist’
phrases and phrasemongers —
could serve the regime; and in
1965, the leaders of the Com-
munist Party decided to serve the
regime by dissolving their own
party and joining, as individuals,
the Socialist Union, declaring
that this body, led by Nasser,
could achieve socialism.

(This liquidation has been
approved by Moscow — Khaled
Mohieddin, ‘part of the regime’,
being a regular contributor,
alongside the representatives of
various Communist Parties, to

‘World Marxist Review’ and
similar publications.)
The Syrian Stalinist leader

Khaled Baghdash has recently
repeated the line that socialism
is being achieved in the Middle
East by leaders like Nasser—
confirming, in effect, that this
is the line of the Soviet bureau-

cracy.

A correct analysis of Arab
Bonapartist regimes is vitally
important for Marxist revolu-
tionaries.

The importance . of their

development has also been recog-
nized, for obvious reasons, by
the enemy.

. The forces of imperialism and
counter revolution are under-
standably interested in them.

Bodies such as the RAND
corporation in the United States
have devoted considerable
resources and energy to studies
of the role of the military in
the ‘developing nations’.

The difficulty of such efforts
however is that while the
counter-revolutionaries need to
objectively understand what is
happening, their own position in
the class struggle precludes them
from attaining a real under-
standing.

(Consider, for example, the
ridiculous efforts of US imperial-
ism, its agents, and its hired
academics, to develop a political
and social arm to its counter-
insurgency efforts in SE Asia.)

The kind of academicism
which is sustained by the finance
and facilities of bodies like the
CIA tends to derive its out-
look from the same sources.

This sustenance resuscitates
the dead language of bourgeois
‘political science’, and its practi-

Bonapartism enables us to see his
interferance in other Arab coun-
tries—Yemen, Syria, Iraq, etc.—
as an extension of Bonapartism,
part of his manoeuvres to adjust
Egypt's relationship with
imperialism.

Likewise, the other Arab
Bonapartists  have emu[ated
Nasser’'s methods, but resisted
his domination, since they want
their own regimes to have the
same room for manoeuvre. .

However Be’eri, not makmg
the kind of analysis that is
needed, portrays it all in simple
terms of Egyptian expansionism
and Nasser’s drive for power.

This explains nothing, but is a
familiar element of Zionist pro-
paganda.

Be’eri refuses to face thé con-
flict between Zionism and the
Arab Revolution. .

Israeli subservience to imperi-
alism is waved miraculously
away, and instead Egypt’s hos-
tility is attributed to Nasser
being ‘anti-Semitic’.

It is very crude Zionist pro-

paganda. .
Be'eri supplies some facts
about ex-Nazis working in

Egypt, and an anti-Semitic, pro-
Nazi quote from Nasser,* and
these facts are certainly a telling
condemnation of the Nasser
regime.

However, he emphasizes these
points out of all proportion to
reality and talks about Nasser
and the Nazis having elimination
of the Jews at ‘the centre of
their thoughts’, and about the ex-
Nazis in Egypt being ‘encouraged
to continue their activities, par-
ticularly their war against the
Jewish people’.

To label Arab hostility to
Zionism as being ‘anti-Semitism’
is a crude distortion frequently
made in Zionist propaganda.

To seek to explain both
Nazism and Nasserism as being
all part of a continuity, of peren-
nial anti-Semitism -—— as Be'eri’s
viéw entails—is not just a dis-
tortion.

It poses a world: picture which
is as irrational as that of the
Nazis themselves, a world in
which everything is to be
explained in terms of conflict
between Anti-Semitic and Jew—
in other words, a mirror image
of the world as seen by the
fanatical anti-Semite himself.

This is the world as seen by
a Zionist.

For all his erudite scholarship
and detailed information which
his book provides, it is Eliezer
Be'eri’s Zionism which clouds
his whole outlook, and plunges
him from his careful academic-
ism into the depths of irration-
ality and ignorance.

* Surely nobody still accepts
the lie of six million murd-
ered Jews’ — Nasser, inter-

viewed in the Neo-Nazi
‘Deutsche  National and
Soldaten  Zeitung’.  April
1964.
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Rift
widens

@ FROM PAGE ONE

monetary .system on to
weaker European rivals.
As ‘Le Monde’ commented

its

(July 8): .
‘If these points [from the
Americans] were accépted,

nothing would be left of the
essential dispositions of the
Bretton Woods agreements.’

Behind this growing Euro-
pean-American financial war
is the dollar crisis.

The latest EEC Commission
report has warned of an ‘ex-
cessive’ creation of world
liquidity as a result of the
widening American balance of
payments deficit.

The report goes on to pre-
dict that the unchecked
American inflation, by stimu-
lating imports, will further
weaken the payments balance.

IMPRUDENT

Commenting upon the Com-
mission’s report and upon the
Paris talks French Finance
Minister Valery Giscard
d’Estaing attacked the many
‘imprudent’ studies and initia-
tives which had as their
object the ‘weakening of exist-
ing rules of the international
monetary system about the
parity of exchangé rates’.

For the Tories, these splits
within Europe can only add to
the crisis surrounding their
bid to enter Europe.

While it is well known that
British monetary officials are
sympathetic to the American
proposals for greater exchange
flexibility, any public declara-
tion of support for Nixon on
this question would bring
such sharp opposition . from
the French that the attempted
entry could end in ruins.

Jersey
strikebound

OVER 1,000 workers em-
ployed by the Jersey local
government yesterday decided
to continue their struggle in
support of their claim for a
£3 a week increase without

strings.
The strike, begun by the
island’s dustmen, has been

joined by dockers and other
sections.

All cargo boat services to
and from the island including
car ferrying have been halted,

although passenger services
are still running.
The airport was also

expected to close yesterday
after the expiration of the
strike notice given earlier by
firemen, maintenance men and
security officers.

The strikers,
T&GWU members,
meet again today.

mostly
are to

Unless this is immedi-
ately analysed, there is a
danger that the employing
class will be able to take
advantage of temporary
disorientation even among
the most advanced workers.

First 'it must be said that
the Labour leaders — Wilson,
Jenkins, Castle, Brown, etc.—
having been given a comfort-
able majority by the working
class in 1966 (following the
ejection of the Tories in the
October 1964 General Elec-
tion) bear the responsibility.

Because of these leaders’
craven subservience to the
bankers and industrialists, the
organized workers were forced
to turn to their militant in-
dustrial strength ds the only
way of defending their stan-
dard of living against the
attacks of the employers and
of the government.

Even though the great
majority of trade unionists
voted Labour, despite these
betrayals, there is no doubt
that Wilson’s policies opened
the door for sections of
workers to abstain or even
vote Tory, along with lower
middle-class people who could
have been won to socialist
policies.

No attack

If Powell’s anti-immigrant
speeches won a number of
votes, that is because the
Labour government would not
attack capitalist interests and
solve the housing, unemploy-
ment and health problems
which beset these workers.

The trade union leaders, as
always, did their best to help
the Labour leaders deliver the
working class bound hand and
foot to the Tories.

It was not they, but the van-
guard of advanced trade
unionists in independent strike
action, who forced Wilson and
Castle to withdraw the pro-
posed anti-union legislation,
based on the White Paper, ‘In
Place of Strife’, in June 1969.

The Conservative Party has
been returned to office on a
policy of direct attack on the
standard of life and organized
strength of the working class.

The requirements of capital-
ism today are that the work-
ing -class shall operate more
advanced industry with inten-
sified exploitation, but with
lower consumption and with-
out the ability to increase their
share of the product. That is
why trade unionism is under
attack.

To this end, the Tories in-
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LATE NEWS

POUND SLUMPS
The pound slumped to
$2.3909 in foreign exchange
markets today to make a six-
point loss on the day in what
turned out to be the first run
on the pound for months.

DQCK TALKS AT DEP
(see page one)

Tory Employment Minister
Robert Carr has invited port
unions and employers to talks
at the DEP today.

Announcing this at a press
conference yesterday National
Port Employers’ chairman
George Tonge suggested that
‘even at this late stage’ the
dispute might be taken to
arbitration.

The strike decision, he
added, had ‘thrown everything
out of kilter’ as far as
modernization negotiations
were concerned.

The dockers’ claim, he said,
could raise the port’s wage
bill from £85m. to £170m. a
year.

‘Whilst we regret that the

. union side see fit to take

strike action, we see the main
job of the employers in all
ports is to get*through the
new modernized labour struc-
ture.

‘Already we have dock
workers on £10 more than the
average earnings of workers in
this country. The claim could
add another £15 to average
dock earnings.’

Tonge added that he could

see no reason why moderniza- .

tion discussions should not
continue despite the strike
threat.
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FTHE RETURN to office of the§Conservative
Party, the centuries-old political instrument of
the British capitalists and landlords, is an
important event, a modification of the relation-
ship of forces between the classes.

Th

defeated

By
Cliff
Slaughter

wed »
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The first of two articles-the second
to appear tomorrow

e e R TR

tend to introduce a ‘value-
added tax’, which simply in-
creases prices on all consumer
goods, while making certain
concessions on direct taxation
(the level at which surtax
starts being paid will be
raised, and the standard rate
of income tax may be slightly
reduced).

The effect is to tax the
working class more, but keep
the middle class vote with
small concessions.

The taxes paid by owners of
industry will be reduced, and
firms making the highest
profits will benefit most. This

is what the Tories mean by

encouraging free enterprise.

Public expenditure — the
money allocated from the
exchequer on health, housing,
education and so on—will be
reduced. Naturally the work-
ing class is more dependent
on all these provisions than
are the middle and wupper
classes.

It is also likely that import
taxes will be imposed at a
later date, and that the money
supply will be severely res-
tricted—leading to lower con-
sumption, less jobs and great
insecurity for workers and
their families.

Pressure

These policies are directly
in line with the requirements
of international capital whose
deepening crisis increases this
pressure to attack the work-
ing class.

Conservative foreign policy
differs from Wilson’s only in
that it is more rabidly pro-
imperialist, leaning towards
S Africa and Rhodesia and
towards more direct involve-
ment in SE Asia. It encourages
the most reactionary forces.

Wilson virtually handed
government over to the Tories
on the instructions of capital.

He was following in the
footsteps of Attlee, who also
handed over power to
Churchill in 1951, even though
the Labour government had
another four years to run.
Like Attlee, Wilson feared the
working class and its growing
strength more than he feared
the Tories.

The election was brought
forward to June only because
the capitalists could not
afford to maintain the situa-

-tion created by the defeat of

the anti-union laws and the
workers’ wages offensive,

while the economic crisis was .

advancing rapidly.

The TUC leaders, of course,
made haste to assure Heath
and the Tory cabinet that they
hoped for collaboration with
the new government.

The ‘left’ union leaders will
go in this direction just as
surely as the right.

Significantly, the Tories
made no secret of their anti-
working-class programme.

‘Law and order’ legislation,
like the ‘anti-wreckers’ bill of
Pompidou and Marcellin in
France, will be directed
against all working-class,
youth and student political
organizations in preparation
for the working-class response
to the employers’ attacks.

Even before such legisla-
tion the sentences handed out
to six Cambridge students who
demonstrated  against the
Greek military dictatorship is
indicative of ruling-class inten-
tions.

Maudling’s sending of 3,000

troops to Belfast, ‘The Times’
editorial suggestion that the
British troops should act more
harshly and the Trepeated
speeches about ‘evil minorities’
who cause all the trouble in
Ulster, are also signs of what
is to come in British politics.

The Tories will try to bring
in special anti-trade union
laws to change the wunion-
organized workers’ legal right
to pursue a dispute with an
employer.

They want agreements made

directly an encouragement to
ultra-right trends.

Powell has no right-wing
movement, but the historical
meaning of his policy on
unions must be taken abso-
lutely seriously. / The only
answer to Powellism is work-
ing-class unity on socialist
policies.

Heath’s promises to stream-
line the Civil Service mean
little more than that all gov-
ernment departments are go-
ing to be stréngthened by

the world, the British em-
ployers are nervous and un-
decided about how and when
to try and break the working
class, even though they know
it must bé broken.

This nervousness will even

bring severe divisions on
policy, because already the
resistance of  printworkers

(during thé General Election),
dockers and car' workers has
shown that the working class
will not simply wait for the
decision of the ruling class.

Treachery

So, even though certain
capitalist elements will press
for a showdown, the main
Tory policy is to take ad-
vantage of the union leadérs’
treachery.

They will tolerate a certain
amount of ‘left’ talk about
opposing legislation in the
sure knowledge that, since
questions of state poweér are
really involved, these union
leaders will capitulate, just as
their political ancestors did in
the General Strike of 1926.

It is a vital task to expose
and denounce these ‘left-talk-
ing leaders, and above all fight
for the building of an alter-
native leadership which must
be based upon Trotskyism,

‘the embodiment of all the

A section of the June 5, 1969 lobby of the special TUC meeting on the Labour government’s
anti-union plans, which were pushed back by working-class action

legally binding. Union rules
would be under government
scrutiny and only those with
acceptable rules would be
allowed.

(The Devlin Report on the
docks, for example, objected
strongly to the National Amal-
gamated Stevedores and
Dockers’ rule that negotiated
decisions of committees be
reported to mass meetings of
the members!)

Powell’s cue

When Powell talks about
‘another Battle of Britain’
over race, he is giving the cue
to the employers’ plans.

By directing fire against
immigrants, an attempt is
made to build a force from
middle-class people and back-
ward workers, to break strikes
and attack workers’ organiza-
tions.

At the same time Powell is
careful to avoid an explicit
and frontal attack on trade
unions.

In this way he hopes to
preserve his base amongst the
more backward sections of
trade unionists and use it as
a basis for his corporativist
attack on the trade unions at
a future date when he hopes
unemployment, racialism and
the treachery of the Labour
bureaucracy would have
cleared the way for his policy.

Powell's policies during the
General Election become more

prominent businessmen.

In other words, the big em-
ployers of the Confederation
of British Industries are send-
ing some of their best-paid
expérts in exploitation to
share the direct running of
government, the direct imple-
mentation of Tory policy.

Does all this mean that the
Tories are set firmly on the
road to a totalitarian dictator-
ship over thé working class,
in accordance with the needs
of big capital !

Not at all!

The road to that objective
is barred by workers’ strength
which cannot be broken just
by legislation.

However, it is absolutely
imperativée that the objective
meaning of Tory policies,
their relation to the most
basic needs of capitalism, are
understood.

Not understood

If not, then neither the
depth of the reformist betrayal
nor the urgency of revolution,
ary responsibility can be
understood. -

Along the road to their ob-
jective, the Tories count on
the trade union leaders’ help.

They hope to mislead the
workers into thinking there
is little real difference be-
tween their policy towards the
unions and that of the pre-
vious government.

Like the bourgeoisie all ovér

political and theoretical
struggles for Marxism inter-
nationally.

Such a revolutionary leader-
ship will have the responsi-
bility 'of undertaking every in-
evitable regroupment within
the labour movement as the
class strugglé intensifies.

Success in guiding sections
of workers involved in such
centrist developments depends
entirely upon the construction
of an independent revolution-
ary party, which can only be
the party of the Fourth Inter-
national, the Socialist Labour
League.

Strength

We face a situation where
the working class, betrayed by
the Labour government,
turned with temporary success
to the direct use of their
trade union strength to answer
the employers’ attacks, and
were able to defeat the anti-
union laws.

They remained, however,
victims of the complacency
cultivated by the Labour
leaders, so thaf the election
was lost.

The strength of the workers
is unbroken, but the situation
in which that strength can be
exercised is now no longer
the same.

The union leaders’ treachery
will be to create the impres-
sion that there has been no
change, when the essential
question is to break the illu-

—

sion that trade union strength
is enough, and prepare poli-
tically to defeat the Tories.

It is a question of mobiliz-
ing the strength of the
working class to such effect
that the Tories are forced to
resign, and not a question of
insisting that the government
collaborate with the unions, as
the union leaders say.

The Tories won their
narrow majority by commit-
ting themselves to their attack
on the unions and to the
imposition of law and order;
and they need to make some
headway on these questions if
they are to have any hope of
making small economic con-
cessions to the middle-class
voters.

But here
begin.

The economic crisis will
quickly worsen and the strike
struggles of the working class
will continue to build up their
confidence.

But in these struggles, wages
are inevitably being joined,
more and more, by questions
of jobs, security, the future of
whole industries, nationaliza-
tion (docks, civil aviation,
shipbuilding, road transport
and even the pressl).

These problems unavoid-
ably raise the question of
ownership and of the class
power which alone can settle
such questions.

Yet at the same time the
Labour

the difficulties

and trade wunion
leaders move to the right.
This question must be

brought right to the front in
the labour movement: what is
the relationship between the
Labour . and trade union
leaders on the one hand, and
the Tory government and its
policies on the other?

The reality of their appeal
for government cooperation is
this: their mediation and
strike-breaking (and their
occasional leading of strikes in
order to break them) gives the
employers time to break up
the working class and prepare
the conditions for their Bona-
partist dictatorship.

The continued strength of
the working class as it fights
the effects of the crisis will
accelerate this role of the
union leaders.

Immediately the question is
to insist throughout the
labour movement that the
union leaders break all con-
nection with the Tory govern-
ment.

The plans of this govern-
ment, acting on behalf of the
unions’ enemies, are known to
everybody.

Businessmen are running the
government.

@ No collaboration!
@ Fight the government!

@ Force it to resign!
i

CONTINUED TOMORROW

Speed-up
men seek
‘payment by
energy’
system

WAGE BARGAINING on the basis of calorie
expenditure is one of the latest reactionary
ideas mooted by a work-study engineer.

work-
A. L.

British-Leyland’s
study manager
Minter claims to have
worked out tables for
energy used by workers
on the factory floor, which
could be linked to other
work - measurements and
become a counter in wage
bargaining.

Instead of selling, for
example, their tea breaks,
Minter sees workers selling a
certain amount of calories per
eight-hour shift}

The cold-blooded, clinical
dissection of the working-man
and woman as purely a pro-
ductive force, capable of cer-
tain controlled mechanical
actions and of expenditure of
a given level of horsepower,
exposes the real face of the
work-study engineer..

It is clear from this latest
idea that a current trend in
work study is to take in an
entirely literal sense the need
of the employers to squeeze
every last ouffte of energy out
of the working class in the
name of profit.

Energy varies

Minter’s paper ‘The Estima-
tion of Energy Expenditure’,
published in the July issue of
the Journal of the Institute of
Work - Study Practitioners,
explains that human energy
varies from one person to an-
other, and it has not yet been
possible to fix general values
which could be applied in
industrial situations.

‘The practical requirement

.'of the work-study practitioner

is for a method of estimating
energy expenditure without

Cable stewards

@ FROM PAGE ONE

Wraight assured the strikers
that their appeals for backing
from the union executive were
being ‘put through the
machinery’.

Critical
.. . I must ask you to be
patient,” he said.

Criticizing union officials for
not insisting that the shop
stewards were in on to-
morrow’s talks, Harry Stevens
stressed that a return to work
pending the result of the nego-
tiations would be a mistake.

‘Provided our strength is
maintained,’” he said, ‘the out-
come of this can only be to
the advantage of the workers
concerned at Erith and Green-
wich.’

.

Directive

T&GWU stewards from all
STC plants in the area have
issued a three-point directive
to union officials on which
they say any settlement that
is reached must be based:
withdrawal of all redundancy
notices issued so far, the
Erith stewards’ proposals for
voluntary redundancy terms
to be the basis of negotiations
and guarantees in principle of
future security on employ-
ment.

Mass meetings of strikers
from both plants have been
called for 10 a.m. on Monday
to hear report-backs from
tomorrow’s taiks.

WEATHER

London area, SE and central
southern England: Bright at
first, increasing cloud and
rain later, Moderate or fresh
SW winds. Normial. Max, 20C
(68F).

E and W Midlands: Mainly
dry with sunny periods be-
coming cloudy with rain in

South later. Moderate SW
winds. Normal. Max. 20C
(68F).

Channel Islands, SW England:
Cloudy with rain. Moderate or
fresh SW winds becoming
light easterly later. Normal.
Max. 18C (64F).

NW and central northern
England : Mainly dry, sunny
intervals. Light or moderate
SW to W winds. Normal
Max. 18C (64F).

Glasgow area: Showers, dying
out later. Sunny intervals.
Light or moderate W winds.
Normal. Max. 16C (61F).

Edinburgh: Showers, locally
heavy at first. Sunny intervals.
Moderate westerly winds.
Normal. Max. 17C (63F).

N Ireland: Showers. Sunny
intervals. Moderate to fresh
westerly winds. Normal. Max.
16C (61F).

Outlook for Saturday and
Sunday: Changeable with rain

at times in most areas.

CORRECTION

In the table of profits and
sales included in the Lucas
article on page 4 in yester-
day’s issue the commas should
have been full stops.

Dockers

@ FROM PAGE ONE

dockers have got to be united,’
said one Liverpool delegate
yesterday.

‘Before the election of this
Tory government the em-
ployers felt less responsible—
the docks were going to be
nationalized anyway—but now
they’re back in business and
taking a hard line.’

Step forward

Many of the dockers at
yesterday’s meeting felt the
decision to be an important
step forward and hoped it
would end the fragmentation
of unity brought about by
local deals in the past.

They reacted with derision
to the suggestion that troops
could be used to break the
strike. .

‘I think they've
troops in Ireland.

‘If we could relieve the
pressure on our boys in Ire-
land trade union wise we’d be
doing a good job, said a
Dundee delegate.

Aberdeen docker Ron
Finlay stressed the importance
of the dockers’ basic claim:

‘If the dockers had weak-
ened here it would have
weakened the workers in all
other industries and unions
trying to get an increase in
wages.’

enough

Beware

But dockers must beware
of complacency about their
claim.

Intervention from the TUC
and the DEP is almost a cer-
tainty and the employers have
the full backing of the Tory
government.

The most determined and
whole-hearted support from
all workers is necessary if the
dockers are to win this vital
struggle.

A.EF:

® FROM PAGE ONE

despite everything has not
been deterred from his task
of giving ‘this nation back its
self respect’.

Famous last words !

What Mr Conway calls the
return of ‘self respect’ turned
out in June 1970 to be in
fact the return of the most
reactionary Tory government
in 40 years.

BY BERNARD FRANKS

special equipment, and which
will give an estimate applic-
able to the ‘average’ operator
for whom the work standard
is being set.

‘The use of special measur-
ing equipment is normally
barred because of expense, and
because the work-study prac-
titioner wusually has neither
the time, knowledge, or the
permission of the worker to
take direct physiological
measurements.

‘In any event, such measure-
ments would be specific to the
individual measured, and
difficult to use as a basis of
generalization. If a realistic
estimate of the rate of energy
expenditure for a given task,
or series of tasks, could be
obtained, it would be possible
to determine the amounts of
time that should be given to
work and rest during the
working day more satisfac-
torily than at present.’

Tables

Some attempts, he says,
have been made to compile

, tables for estimating the
calorie content of a task —
‘sitting’ 0.3 calories per

minute, ‘kneeling’ 0.5, ‘stand-
ing’ 0.6 and ‘walking’ 1.7 to
3.5 calories.

A further seven pages of
graphs and formulas purport
to arrive at some general
values of energy levels for
various activities.

One in particular is linked
with the  methods-time-
measurement-2 (MTM-2) sys-
tem, so that as well as times
for specific movements—reach,
grasp, eye action, etc. — the
calorific values are also given.

- Minter claims that experi-
ments have led to a level of
four to five calories, a minute
as being accepted as the upper
limit for continuous activity.

On the allowance of rest
time, he gives formulas which
give the tetal minutes of rest
that should be given in a shift
worked at certain levels of
energy expenditure, but warns:

Loose

‘The blind use of these esti-
mates and formulas could lead
to very loose standards, since
a person will normally use a
period of lighter work as a
“change” and relaxation from
heavier work, so long as the
opportunity exists.’

All this could be combined
into pay agreements, he ex-
plains:

‘When we consider the
handling of work standards in
practice and how their accept-
ance by employees is obtained,
it becomes apparent that what
is being negotiated is not so
much an amount of achieve-
ment as an overall level of
energy expenditure.
~ ‘If data on energy expendi-
ture were easiliy obtained, and
the methods given in this
paper will lead to more such
data, we might -eventually
bargain for a certain number
of calories in an eight-hour
shift to be provided in
exchange for a given wage.
(Our emphasis.)
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ALL TRADES UNIONS
ALLIANCE

National Docks

conference

LIVERPOOL: Saturday July 18,

? p.m. Central Hall, Renshaw St.
Scrap Devlin Phase Two! Fight the

Tories! For a £20 basic wage and

?t{?nalization under workers’ con-
ol’.

Credentials and further details
can be obtained from L,
Cavanagh, 5, Gamlin St,
Birkenhead.

MANCHESTER
LENIN LECTURES

Two lectures to mark the 100th
anniversary of Lenin’s birth.
SUNDAY JULY 12, 7 p.m. ‘Theory,
pnrtt:tl_ce and the revolutionary
party’. .

SUNDAY JULY 19, 7 R.m. ‘Lenin
and the coming English Revolution®.
Lesser Free Trade Hall, Peters St.
Both lectures will be given by
G. HEALY, national secretary of
the Socialist Labour League.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

GLASGOW: Sunday July 12, 2.30
.m. Workers Press office, 46, West
rinces St. ‘Withdraw troops from
Ulster! Force the Tories to resign’.

SE LONDON: Sunday July 12,
3 p.m. Kerfield Tavern, Grove lane,
Camberwell Green, SE5. ‘Anti-union
laws and the Tory government’.

CROYDON: Thursday lulge 16,
8 p.m. Ruskin House, Coombe Rd.
‘Fight back now! Force the Tories
to resign!’.

TR
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