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Unemploy-
ment
iSa
political
uestion

THE SITUATION in the
car industry is a good
indication of what the
big employers are think-
ing in relation to wages
and the threat of unem-
ployment.

There are now three major
disputes over wages, all in-
volving speed-up and pro-
ductivity proposals.

At the same time, British-
Leyland in Oxford has an-
nounced that 1,000 men
are to be sacked within
the next few weeks.

This statement, coming as it
did on the eve of the
Motor Show, is a good in-
dication that the em-
ployers are not very con-
fident about an increase in
future sales.

They are placing the burden
of the crisis on the should-
ers of the working class.

¥

The British-Leyland plant at
Cowley is now undergoing
a £70 million re-organiza-
tion. It is estimated that
this will make it one of the
most modern car factories
in Europe.

There .s_ e doubt-thac so
far as the management is
concerned, they intend that
Measured-Day Work and

speed-up should predomi-
nate in the new plants.

This is why the sackings have
a special meaning for all
those employed in the Bri-
tish-Leyland combine. The
employers are testing out
the strength of the work-
ers involved.

If they can get away with un-
employment now, then
they will speedily press
home their policy in rela-
tion to Measured - Day

Work later.

The two things, unemploy-
ment and speed up, go
hand in hand.

It is necessary for the em-
ployer to have the threat
of unemployment at his
disposal constantly in order

70,000 sto

SUPPORT |
FOR MINERS

p Yorks. pits

GROWS

By a Workers Press Reporting Team

THE STRIKE of 70,000 Yorkshire miners for

higher wages and shorter surfacemen’s hours
is winning massive support from 'pits all over

ULSTER

More troops
ready for
repression

UNITS of thé""Bi&éisﬁ‘whrmy of the Rhine are standing
by to be air-lifted to Northern Ireland if called in to

help step up the repressions.

A Rhine Army head-
quarters spokesman said
several units of the Royal
Armoured Corps and Royal
Artillery were being
trained to deal with civil
unrest and crowd disper-
sal.

It has also been an-
nounced that British troops
in Ulster are to be paid a
unique  allowance  ranging
from 3s. 6d. for privates to
7s. 6d. a day for lieutenant-
colonels and above because
they ‘are facing their coun-
trymen’, .

Of course, government
spokesmen ‘' try to justify the
allowance in a number of
other ways such as ‘recogni-
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. By our Belfast correspondent

strains’, but how these oper-
ations involve more strain
than similar work in other
colonies is not explained.

Protestant feeling against
the troops is clearly mount-
ing.

Troops again attacked
Protestant demonstrators on
Tuesday morning when  a
crowd of 200, gathered be-
hind a barricade in North
Queen Street, Belfast, began
to throw missiles at police
and army vehicles.

The army’s house-to-house
searches for arms in the Pro-
testant areas, like those over
the weekend, are also adding
to the hatred for the British
units.

These developments in the
Ulster crisis are forcing on
the working class, both Pro-
testant and Catholic, the rea-
lization that the troops are

only there as repressive
forces on behalf of British
imperialism.

The call for the immediate
withdrawal of troops is the
only way principled support
can be given to the Irish
workers’ struggle and should
be fought for throughout the
labour movement.

All those who welcomed
the troops as bringing a tem-
porary peace serve the inter-
ests of imperialism by paving
the way for the repression of
all Irish workers, regardless
of religion,
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the country.

In Scotland, 1,660
miders at Monktonhall,
near Musselburgh, walked
out on Tuesday in support

of Yorkshire. And their
strike seems likely to
spread.

In Wales, representatives
0f.42,700 miners called for
a national pit strike on the
surfacemen’s “issue.

~in- - Staffordshire 3,500
craftsmen voted for a one-
day strike in support of
Yorkshire.

In Derbyshire the area
council has recommended
strike action from Monday.

The strikers are demand-

ing an eight-hour day inclu-.

ding mealtimes for surface
workers, and a 27s. 6d. rise
in minimum rates.

Two fights

They have to fight not
only their employers, the
National Coal Board, but
their union leadership.

Miners’ union president
Sidney Ford has condemned
the strike as unofficial and
appezled for a return to
work. So far, Lawrence
Daly, the union’s secretary,
has said nothing one way
or the other.

Mrs Barbara Castle 'has
already told parliament that
the union leaders should
be left to settle the dispute.

But the miners will not
be going back to work
without their demands be-
ing met.

Interviewed by Workers
Press, miners and their
wives spoke bitterly of the
existing conditions.

As face worker Johnny
Burkill from Wheldale pit
said:

éTo earn £18 a week a
surface worker has to
spend more time at work
than the great train rob-
bers are doing in jail. The
surface workers are not
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Cosmonauts

start to
build
space lab

By a science correspondent

THE SEVEN Soviet cosmo-
nauts are expected to start
work soon on the construction
of a permanently - orbiting
space laboratory,

Unofficial reports from Mos-
cow state that at least two
of the three Soyuz spacecraft
might be linked together to
form the laboratory and there
is the possibility that a fourth
—unmanned—ship might join
them later to help in con-
struction work.

Soyuz 8, the last of the trio
to be launched, carries Vladi-
mir Shatalov, the cdmmander
of the mission, and Dr Alexei
Yelisev, both of whom parti-
cipated in the last Soyuz
flight.

Yelisev was one of two
cosmonauts who walked in
space during. that- flight..in
which a docking manoeuvre
took place between Soyuz 4
and 5.

Experience of mobility in
space is essential in any pro-
gramme of space construction.

Such a programme has been
the main drive behind the
Soviet space effort in contrast
to America’s ‘race’ for the
moon.
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Some of the 100 South Yorkshire miners who lobbied the Derbyshire area council of the NUM
on Tuesday seen with their poster.

NIXON TO SPEAK

AS ANTI-WAR

PRESSURE GROWS

By a foreign correspondent
PRESIDENT NIXON has announced that he will make

a major US television speech on what is described as
‘the entire Vietnam situation’.

Czechoslovakia

Stalinists
want longer
working week

By a forelgn correspondent

CZECH workers were warned by the Communist Party
newspaper ‘Rude Pravo’ that unless they increased
production by the end of the year, the recently estab-
lished five-day week would be abolished.

The newspaper referred
to a fall of producticn and
morale in the factories over
recent months. The reasons
for this are obvious.

Just ‘before the Kremlin
invasion, the Czech workers
were beginning to exercise a
degree of factory and mines
control.

Provision

The arrival of Soviet troops
reinforced all the Czech
economy’s bureaucratic ten-
dencies and stifled any en-
thusiasm for production that
had been generated.

Behind

THE HARSH reality behind
September’s £26 million trade
surplus is increased unemploy-
ment, rising cost of living and
cuts in the money supply.

This assertion, which cuts
like an icy knife through the
ballyhoe from the press and
the Labour leaders, comes
from the British National Ex-
port Council in a report out
this week.

It's chairman, Sir Peter
Runge, says that improved
trade position has not been
achieved ‘without some pain’
and goes on to list the real
reasons for the surplus.

The Labour leaders’ cheers
for this ‘achievement’ are ex-
posed in their true light. They
are delighted that their attack
on the working class is at
last bearing some fruit.

But their delight should be
tempered with some caution,

the trade
ballyhoo

From a special correspondent

because the trade figures can-
not be taken at their face
value.

It turns out that having
allowed in past months for
under-recording of exports,
the statisticians have now
been faced by a flood of re-
turns for exports made in
earlier months.

The September
should thus
less—only £11 million.

This is scarcely the drama-
tic rush into surplus Chan-
cellor Jenkins has been crow-
ing about.

In the ebb and flow of
financial statistics a few mil-

surplus

be £15 million -

surplus

lion surplus is peanuts com-
pared with what British capi-
talismn requires. )
More to the point is the
fact that the attacks on living
standards is stimulating hun-
dreds of thousands of work-
ers, particularly in the lower-

paid ‘sections, into action on’

wages.

The key consumer goods
industry—motors—is  racked
from end to end with strug-
gles on wages, conditions and
sackings. :

Dustmen and other council
workers all over the country
are striking for a living wage.

Big wages struggles have.

begun in the mining industry.

The Labour
look no further to find what
workers think’ about = their
‘achievement’. The working
class answer to the trade sur-
plus is right there.

leaders need .

ANHEHVRIEHIT

The April 1968 ‘Action
Programme’ of the Dubcek-
led Czech Communist Party

made provision for workers
to elect their own plant
managers.

Under Husak this working-
class gain is now attacked.

Jan Martinak, elected man-
ager by the Skoda car work-
ers at Pilsen, has now been
removed ‘at his own request’
by the Minister of Industry,
Josef Simon.

Purges of political oppo-
nents of the Kremlin-backed
regime are paralleled now by
a really tough line in the
factories against the working
class. .

Speed-up, longer hours, the
loss of all semblance of work-
ers’ control—all these are
blows directed by the Soviet
bureaucracy against the Czech
workers.

Called-off

Finally comes news that
Czechoslovakia's general elec-
tions, already postponed once,
have been called off yet again.

The new election law has
now made it possible for the
bureaucracy to put off elec-
tions until next year, or if it
likes, even longer.

The law also makes pro-
vision for the dismissal and
replacement of elected mem-
bers of the Czechoslovak
parliament without the agree-
ment of the voters who. elec-
ted them.

The Dubcek ‘liberal’ dream
of a middle road between the
working class and the Soviet
bureaucracy is over.

Fixed for November 3,
it is believed the speech
will attempt to take the
wind out of the sails of the
vast anti-war movement
now building up.

Wednesday’s ‘Vietnam Mo-
ratorium’, the day of nation-
wide protest and demonstra-
tions against the war, has
gathered such momentum
that Nixon now comes under
great pressure to make ges-
tures towards US withdrawal
advocates.

Nixon conferred on Mon-
day with the US head nego-
tiator in Paris, Henry Cabot
Lodge.

Also present at the discus-
sion were Dr. Kissinger,. the
President’s foreign affairs ad-
viser, and Philip Habib, the
last remaining member of ex-

President  Johnson’s  Paris
team. o
Tension sharpened inside

Congress when a pro-Nixon
Democrat, Wayne Hays, de-
nounced ‘the few self-ap-
pointed emissaries of Hanoi
who make it appear the
House is on their side’.

Despite this sharpness, the
difference remains one of tac-
tics and not strategy.

Both ‘doves’ and ‘hawks’
agree on the need to defend
US imperialism.

The argument at the mo-
ment concerns the feasibility
of holding on in Vietnam
while the economic crisis at
home continues to mount.

DOCTORS’
SAY

YOUNG hospital doctors yes-
terday threatened to withdraw
from the British Medical
Association if their claim for
a bigger say in pay and con-
ditions is denied.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS
ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

Speaker : Frank Willis
Young Socialists candidate
in the parliamentary
by-election

Friday, October 17
8 p.m.

Swindon Town Hall

Thursday, October 23
8 p.m.

Pinehurst Common Room

NOTTINGHAM
1‘Tfhe Workers Press and
the fight against low

wages, productivity deals
and redundancy’

Thursday, October 23,
8 p.m.

Peoples Hall
Heathcote Street

PRICE 6d.

Dustmen’s
 strike
‘must be

made

‘official

YESTERDAY’S mass dem-
onstration and lobby of
parliament by the London
dustmen and council work-
ers took place amidst a
growing national movement
behind the demand for a
a £20-a-week  minimum
wage. '

In  Bristol, Nottingham, "

Marple (Cheshire), Manches-
ter, Birmingham and Glasgow,
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Greeting
to the
daily

4 THE time was right, the

name was right, and the
format now makes workers at
our works ask to read it
whereas with the old ‘News-
letter’ you had to show it to
them.

The present trend in indus-
trial struggle is mnot given
much thought by the non-
thinking workers who are
drifting along and when the
time comes for a showdown
it will be too late; with your
daily however this is seen and
it will help to enlighten these
workers of the dangers ahead.

(The present thinking, that
a.few days out of the gate and
we will get what we want, is
dangerous and self destruct-
ive.)

We must not, as in the case
of ‘The Torrey Canyon’, rea-
ize the ahead too

laté to avoid them and bring

disaster for the workers.

It is only by constant re-
minders of these dangers that
they can be avoided and what
better way than. through the
press and a daily issue the
best of all ?

Workers are creatures of
habit by the nature of their
repetitive jobs, and one of
these habits is -to read the
papers. ’

When there is nct one
paper they will read another
so all the good done one day
can be undone the next.

Many so-called ‘left’ papers
are pure propaganda machines
for ideologies that are not
always in the best interests of
the workers, whereas ._the
Workers’ Press puts emphasis
on the workers’ struggles.

Also can 1 please offer
thanks and congratulations to
the sellers outside the factor-
ies? They are doing one of
the greatest of jobs helping
one’s fellow men.

Best luck for ¢
the future.

W. E. Penn
Acton No, 4
AEF

Haulage bosses plan
‘spy-in-the-cab’ attack

By an industrial correspondent

MR NOEL WYNN, chair-
man of the Road Haulage
Association (RHA), has ac-
cused the Labour govern-
ment of working a confi-
dence trick.

At the association’s annual
conference at Aviemore, In-
verness, he said:

‘They promised us freedom
to operate in exchange for
more stringent standards and
are simply not keeping their
promise.’

Few tears should be shed
over the plight of Mr Wynn
and his colleagues.

The more profitable sec-

tions of road haulage were
denationalized when the

SWINDON
BY-ELECTION

Thursday, October 30

Help is urgently needed in the YOUNG
SOCIALISTS’ campaign for candidate

FRANK WILLIS

Please contact Central Committee Rooms
5a Milton Road, Swindon
phone: Swindon 20570
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Tories returned to power in
1951 and have been in con-
flict with drivers over: low
basic wages and working
conditions since. :

The economic crisis is now
hitting the industry, particu-
larly the small firms. Main-
tenance costs have rocketed
over the last two years.

The only trick in the
offing is aimed at the drivers
in both the private sector and
the nationalized British Road
Services (BRS).

An agreement to introduce
work-study into BRS has
already been negotiated with
the T&GWU through Alan
Law, the union’s Midlands
trade group secretary.

Both the Labour govern-
ment and the road haulage
employers agree that produc-

tivity deals are essential.

An RHA eastern area
official has suggested that
lorry drivers’ wages should be
raised as high as £22—nearly
£9 more than at present—in
exchange for acceptance of
increased - productivity.

This would involve use of
the tachograph—the ‘spy-in-
the-cab' device for recording
details of a lorry's journey—
which up to now has. been
rejected by the unions in-
volved.

He also recommends that
drivers be made to feel more
personally involved with the
employers’ fortunes.

The deals demanded by the
government and the employers
must be rejected in the fight
for a policy of nationalization
of the basic industries, includ-
ing an integrated and planned
distribution systemn—road, rail
sea and air.
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Unemploy-
ment

S
political
fuestion

THE SITUATION in the
car industry is a good
indication of what the
big employers are think-
ing in relation to wages
and the threat of unem-
ployment.

There are now three major
disputes over wages, all in-
volving speed-up and pro-
ductivity proposals.

At the same time, British-
Leyland in Oxford has an-
nounced that 1,000 men
are to be sacked within
the next few weeks.

This statement, coming as it
did on the eve of the
Motor Show, is a good in-
dication that the em-
ployers are not very con-
fident about an increase in
future sales.

They are placing the burden
of the crisis on the should-
ers of the working class.

W

The British-Leyland plant at
Cowley is now undergoing
a £70 million re-organiza-
tion. It is estimated that
this will make it one of the
most modern car factories
in Europe.

There .. uvde doubt thae so
far as the management is
concerned, they intend that
Measured-Day Work and
speed-up should predomi-
nate in the new plants.

This is why the sackings have
a special meaning for all
those employed in the Bri-
tish-Leyland combine. The
employers are testing out
the strength of the work-
ers involved.

If they can get away with un-
employment now, then
they will speedily press
home their policy in rela-
tion to  Measured - Day
Work later.

The two things, unemploy-
ment and speed up, go
hand in hand.

It is necessary for the em-
ployer to have the threat
of unemployment at his
disposal constantly in order
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By a Workers Press Reporting Team
THE STRIKE of 70,000 Yorkshire miners for

higher wages and shorter surfacemen’s hours
is winning massive support from pits all over

ULSTER

More troops
ready for
repression

UNITS of the¢ British' Army of the Rhine are standing
by to be air-lifted to Northern Ireland if called in to
help step up the repressions.

A Rhine Army head-
quarters spokesman said
several units of the Royal
Armoured Corps and Royal
Artillery were being
trained to deal with civil
unrest and crowd disper-
sal.

It has also been an-
nounced that British troops
in Ulster are to be paid a
unique allowance ranging
from 3s. 6d. for privates to
7s. 6d. a day for lieutenant-
colonels and above because
they ‘are facing their coun-
trymen’. .

of course, government
spokesmen try to justify the
allowance in a number of
other ways such as ‘recogni-
tion of the exceptional
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. By our Belfast correspondent

strains’, but how these oper-
ations involve more strain
than similar work in other
colonies is not explained.

Protestant feeling against
the troops is clearly mount-
ing.

Troops again attacked
Protestant demonstrators on
Tuesday morning when a
crowd of 200, gathered be-
hind a barricade in North
Queen Street, Belfast, began
to throw missiles at police
and army vehicles.

The army’s house-to-house
searches for arms in the Pro-
testant areas, like those over
the weekend, are also adding
to the hatred for the British
units.

These developments in the
Ulster crisis are forcing on
the working class, both Pro-
testant and Catholic, the rea-
lization that the troops are

only there as repressive
forces on behalf of British
imperialism.

The call for the immediate
withdrawal of troops is the
only way principled support
can be given to the Irish
workers’ struggle and should
be fought for throughout the
labour movement.

All those who welcomed
the troops as bringing a tem-
porary peace serve the inter-
ests of imperialism by paving
the way for the repression of
all Irish workers, regardless
of religion.

ATUA meeting

‘Unemployment and the
lessons of GEC-English
Electric’
LIVERKPOOL
Sunday, October 19
7.30 p.m.

Musevm Lecture Hall
William Brown Street

the country.

In Scotland, 1,660
miders at Monktonhall,
near Musselburgh, walked
out on Tuesday in support

of Yorkshire. And their
strike seems likely to
spread.

In Wales, representatives
of 42,700 miners called for
a national pit strike on the
surfacemen’s issue.

In - Staffordshire 3,500
craftsmen voted for a one-
day strike in support of
Yorkshire.

In Derbyshire the area
council has recommended
strike action from Monday.

The strikers are demand-

ing an eight-hour day inclu-.

ding mealtimes for surface
workers, and a 27s. 6d. rise
in minimum rates.

Two fights

They have to fight not
only their employers, the
National Coal Board, but
their union leadership.

Miners’ union president
Sidney Ford has condemned
the strike as unofficial and
appe:led for a return to
work. So far, Lawrence
Daly, the union’s secretary,
has said nothing one way
or the other.

Mrs Barbara Castle 'has
already told parliament that
the union leaders should
be left to settle the dispute.

But the miners will not
be going back to work
without their demands be-
ing met.

Interviewed by Workers
Press, miners and their
wives spoke bitterly of the
existing conditions.

As face worker Johnny
Burkill from Wheldale pit
said:

éTo earn £18 a week a
surface worker has to
spend more time at work
than the great train rob-
bers are doing in jail. The
surface workers are not
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Cosmonauts
start to

build
space lab

By a sclence correspondent

THE SEVEN Soviet cosmo-
nauts are expected to start
work soon on the construction
of a permanently - orbiting
space laboratory.

Unofficial reports from Mos-
cow state that at least two
of the three Soyuz spacecraft
might be linked together to
form the laboratory and there
is the possibility that a fourth
~—unmanned—ship might join
them later to help in con-
struction work.

Soyuz 8, the last of the trio
to be launched, carries Vladi-
mir Shatalov, the cdmmander
of the mission, and Dr Alexei
Yelisev, both of whom parti-
cipated in the last Soyuz
flight.

Yelisev was one of two
cosmonauts who walked in
space during that- flight . in
which a docking manoeuvre
took place between Soyuz 4
and 5.

Experience of mobility in
space is essential in any pro-
gramme of space construction.

Such a programme has been
the main drive behind the
Soviet space effort in contrast
to America’s ‘race’ for the
moon.
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Some of the 100 South Yorkshire miners who lobbied the Derbyshire area council of the NUM
on Tuesday seen with their poster.

NIXON TO SPEAK

AS ANTI-WAR

PRESSURE GROWS

Czechoslovakia

Stalinists
want longer
working week

By a foreign correspondent

CZECH workers were warned by the Communist Party
newspaper ‘Rude Pravo’ that unless they increased
production by the end of the year, the recently estab-
lished five-day week would be abolished.

The newspaper referred
to a fall of production and
morale in the factories over
recent months. The reasons
for this are obvious.

Just before the Kremlin
invasion, the Czech workers
were beginning to exercise a
degree of factory and mines
control.

Provision

The arrival of Soviet troops
reinforced all the Czech
economy’s bureaucratic ten-
dencies and stifled any en-
thusiasm for production that
had been generated.

g

The April 1968 ‘Action
Programme’ of the Dubcek-
led Czech Communist Party
made provision for workers
to elect their own plant
managers.

Under Husak this working-
class gain is now attacked.

Jan Martinak, elected man-
ager by the Skoda car work-
ers at Pilsen, has now been
removed ‘at his own request’
by the Minister of Industry,
Josef Simon.

Purges of political oppo-
nents of the Kremlin-backed
regime are paralleled now by
a really tough line in the

Behind

THE HARSH reality behind
September’s £26 million trade
surplus is increased unemploy-
ment, rising cost of living and
cuts in the money supply.

This assertion, which cuts
like an icy knife through the
ballyhoo from the press and
the Labour leaders, comes
from the British National Ex-
port Council in a report out
this week.

It’s chairman, Sir Peter
Runge, says that improved
trade position has not been
achieved ‘without some pain’
and goes on to list the real
reasons for the surplus.

The Labour leaders’ cheers
for this ‘achievement’ are ex-
posed in their true light. They
are delighted that their attack
on the working class is at
last bearing some fruit.

But their delight should be
tempered with some caution,

the trade
ballyhoo

From a special correspondent

because the trade figures can-
not be taken at their face
value.

It turns out that having
allowed in past months for
under-recording of exports,
the statisticians have now
been faced by a flood of re-

turns for exports made in
earlier months.
The September surplus

should thus be £15 million
less—only £11 million.

This is scarcely the drama-
tic rush into surplus Chan-
cellor Jenkins has been crow-
ing about.

In the ebb and flow of
financial statistics a few mil-

surplus

lion surplus is peanuts com-
pared with what British capi-
talism requires.

More to the point is the
fact that the attacks on living
standards is stimulating hun-
dreds of thousands of work-
ers, particularly in the lower-
paid ‘sections, into action on

wages.
The key consumer goods
industry—motors—is  racked

from end to end with strug-
gles on wages, conditions and
sackings.

Dustmen and other council
workers all over the country
are striking for a living wage.

Big wages struggles have
begun in the mining industry.

The Labour leaders need
look no further to find what
workers think about their
‘achievement’. The working
class answer to the trade sur-
plus is right there.

factories against the working
class.

Speed-up, longer hours, the
loss of all semblance of work-
ers’ control—all these are
blows directed by the Soviet
bureaucracy against the Czech
workers.

Called-off

Finally comes news that
Czechoslovakia’s general elec-
tions, already postponed once,
have been called off yet again.

The new election law has
now made it possible for the
bureaucracy to put off elec-
tions unti] next year, or if it
likes, even longer.

The law also makes pro-
vision for the dismissal and
replacement of elected mem-
bers of the Czechoslovak
parliament without the agree-
ment of the voters who elec-
ted them.

The Dubcek ‘liberal’ dream
of a middle road between the

working class and the Soviet
bureaucracy is over.

By a foreign correspondent

PRESIDENT NIXON has announced that he will make
a major US television speech on what is described as
‘the entire Vietnam situation’.

Fixed ‘for November 3,
it is believed the speech
will attempt to take the
wind out of the sails of the
vast anti-war movement
now building up.

Wednesday’s ‘Vietnam Mo-
ratorium’, the day of nation-
wide protest and demonstra-
tions against the war, has
gathered such momentum
that Nixon now comes under
great pressure to make ges-
tures towards US withdrawal
advocates.

Nixon conferred on Mon-
day with the US head nego-
tiator in Paris, Henry Cabot
Lodge.

Also present at the discus-
sion were Dr. Kissinger,. the
President’s foreign affairs ad-
viser, and Philip Habib, the
last remaining member of ex-

President  Johnson’s  Paris
team. o
Tension sharpened inside

Congress when a pro-Nixon
Democrat, Wayne Hays, de-
nounced ‘the few self-ap-
pointed emissaries of Hanoi
who make it appear the
House is on their side’.

Despite this sharpness, the
difference remains one of tac-
tics and not strategy.

Both ‘doves’ and ‘hawks’
agree on the need to defend
US imperialism.

The argument at the mo-
ment concerns the feasibility
of holding on in Vietnam
while the economic crisis at
home continues to mount.

DOCTORS’
SAY

YOUNG hospital doctors yes-
terday threatened to withdraw
from the British Medical
Association if their claim for
a bigger say in pay and con-
ditions is denied.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS
ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

Speaker : Frank Willis
Young Socialists candidate
in the parliamentary
by-election
Friday, October 17
8 p.m.

Swindon Town Hall

Thursday, October 23
8 p.m.

Pinehurst Common Room

NOTTINGHAM
“The Workers Press and
the fight against low

wages, productivity deals
and redundancy’

Thursday, October 23,
8 p.m.

Peoples Hall
Heathcote Street

Socia‘list{ - Labour _Leag(lé. .

PRICE 6d.

Dustmen’s
strike
‘must be
made

‘official

YESTERDAY’S mass dem-
onstration and lobby of
parliament by the London
dustmen and council work-
ers took place amidst a
growing national movement
behind the demand for a
a £20-a-week  minimum

wage.
In  Bristol, Nottingham,
Marple (Cheshire), Manches- -

ter, Birmingham and Glasgow,
@ PAGE 4 COL. 5§

Greeting
to the
daily

é THE time was right, the

name was right, and the
format now makes workers at
our works ask to read it
whereas with the old ‘News-
letter’ you had to show it to
them.

The present trend in indus-
trial struggle is mnot given
much thought by the non-
thinking workers who are
drifting along and when the
time comes for a showdown
it will be too late; with your
daily however this is seen and
it will help to enlighten these
workers of the dangers ahead.

(The present thinking, that
a few days out of the gate and
we will get what we want, is
dangerous and self destruct-
ive.)

We must not, as in the case
of ‘The Torrey Canyon’, rea-
lize _the dangers shead too
late to avoid them and bring
disaster for the workers.

It is only by constant re-
minders of these dangers that
they can be avoided and what
better way than through the
press and a daily issue the
best of all ?

Workers are creatures of
habit by the nature of their
repetitive jobs, and one of
these habits is -to read the
papers.

When there is nut one
paper they will read another
so all the good done one day
can be undone the next.

Many so-called ‘left’ papers
are pure propaganda machines
for ideologies that are not
always in the best interests of
the workers, whereas ._the
Workers’ Press puts emphasis
on the workers’ struggles.

Also can 1 please offer
thanks and congratulations to
the sellers outside the factor-
ies? They are doing one of
the greatest of jobs helping
one’s fellow men.

Best luck for ¢
the future.

W. E. Penn
Acton No. 4
AEF

Haulage bosses plan
‘spy-in-the-cab’ attack

By an Industrial correspondent

MR NOEL WYNN, chair-
man of the Road Haulage
Association (RHA), has ac-
cused the Labour govern-
ment of working a confi-
dence trick.

At the association’s annual
conference at Aviemore, In-
verness, he said:

‘They promised us freedom
to operate in exchange for
more stringent standards and
are simply not keeping their
promise.’

Few tears should be shed
over the plight of Mr Wynn
and his colleagues.

The more profitable sec-

tions of road haulage were
denationalized when the

SWINDON
BY-ELECTION

Thursday, October 30

Help is urgently needed in the YOUNG
SOCIALISTS’ campaign for candidate
FRANK WILLIS
Please contact Central Committee Rooms
5a Milton Road, Swindon
phone: Swindon 20570

Tories returned to power in
1951 and have been in con-
flict with drivers over- low
basic wages and working
conditions since.

The economic crisis is now
hitting the industry, particu-
larly the small firms. Main-
tenance costs have rocketed
over the last two years.

The only trick in the
offing is aimed at the drivers
in both the private sector and
the nationalized British Road
Services (BRS).

An agreement to introduce
work-study into BRS has
already been negotiated with
the T&GWU through Alan
Law, the union’s Midlands
trade group secretary.

Both the Labour govern-
ment and the road haulage
employers agree that produc-
tivity deals are essential.

An RHA eastern area
official has suggested that
lorry drivers’ wages should be
raised as high as £22—nearly
£9 more than at present—in
exchange for acceptance of
increased productivity.

This would involve use of
the tachograph—the ‘spy-in-
the-cab’ device for recording
details of a lorry’s journey—
which up to now has been
rejected by the unions in-
volved.

He also recommends that
drivers be made to feel more
personally involved with the
employers’ fortunes.

The deals demanded by the
government and the employers
must be rejected in the fight
for a policy of nationalization
of the basic industries, includ-
ing an integrated and planned
distribution system—road, rail
sea and air.
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The gradual depreciation of all paper currencies in the post-war
period has completely undermined the Keynesian economic theory
designed to prevent a return to the slump of the 1930s. Above:
Maynard Keynes (right) at the Bretton Woods talks of 1944, seen
with Henry Morgenthau, banker and diplomat.

THE RECENT decision
of the West German
government to allow the
Deutsch-mark to ‘float’
or find its own level in
world money markets—
means a new turning
point in the economic
and financial crisis now
facing the capitalist
system.

The fact that the Bonn de-
cision has led to such un-
ease and speculation amongst
large sections of the capital-
ist class, and brought with it
fears that other countries
may follow the German ex-
ample, is an indication that
the more perceptive mem-
bers of the ruling class them-
selves realize the significance
of the decision.

The recently-concluded In-
ternational Monetary Fund
talks in Washington also in-
dicate similar developments.

Although no firm decisions
were taken, there was wide-
spread discussion on the need
to ‘reform’ present monetary
arrangements.

FLOATING RATES

There seemed to be con-
siderable support for the idea
of ‘floating’ exchange rates
(again where each currency
would be allowed to establish
its value in competition with
all other currencies) or at least
for a widening of the range in
which currency values could
fluctuate.

The German decision and
these discussions indicate the
beginnings of the final break-
up of the monetary arrange-

ments which have served cap-
italism since the end of the
last war, arrangements which
many members of the ruling
class thought and hoped
would allow capitalism to ex-
pand in an uninterrupted
crisis-free manner.

After the war the capitalist
class above all feared a return
to the 1930s with its unem-
ployment, slump in investment
and social crisis.

The monetary arrangements
and institutions which were
devised after 1945 were an
attempt to ensure that the
system never again went
through such a phase.

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the other
bodies which were established
in the post-war years aimed to
regulate capitalism on an in-
ternational scale and prevent
the return of such a slump.

The IMF, created as a result
of the 1944 Bretton Woods
talks was to play the role of
international banker, supplying
credit to any country which
might run into difficulties.

Its purpose was reflected in
the Articles of Agreement :

‘To facilitate the expansion
and balanced growth of inter-
national trade and to contribute
thereby to the promotion and
maintenance of high levels of
employment and real income.’

‘To promote exchange stab-
ility, to maintain orderly ex-
change arrangements and to
avoid competitive exchange de-
preciations.’

‘To shorten the duration and
lessen the degree of disequi-
librium in the individual balance
of payments of members.’

The idea that if a country
ran into balance of payments
difficulties and, as a result,
speculation occurred against
its currency, it could draw
frcm the IMF to counter such
speculation, meanwhile taking
the necessary domestic action
—credit restraint, increase in
interest rates and so on—to

The decision to float the mark indicates the start of a return to the
economics of the 1930s when the whole of Eur(();pe was gripped by an
e

unprecedented wave of inflation. Above: In

rmany in the 1930s

the value of paper money dropped so much that thousands of marks

were burned.

Behind the Deuisch-mark crisis:

EAK-UP

of world money sysiem

s —

By
Peter Jefferies

deal with the original source
of the disequilibrium.

To meet these aims, all
countries joining the Fund had
to agree to suitable gold ‘par’
values for their currencies.

These values had to be
strictly observed — with pro-
vision for a 1 per cent fluctua-
tion either side. In fact all
currencies were valued in
terms of the American dollar
which itself was anchored to
gold at a fixed rate.

At the centre of these
arrangements was the Ameri-
can guarantee of a fixed dollar
price for gold. All holders of
dollars were entitled to ex-
change their holdings for gold
whenever they chose at the
rate of 35 dollars a fine ounce
of gold.

In this way the Americans
aimed to raise the dollar to
the status of gold and provide
conditions in which all paper
money was thereby linked,
through the dollar, to gold.

All changes in par values
could only take place with the
agreement of the Fund.

To allow it to play the role
of international banker, the
IMF was provided with funds
subscribed by the member
countries. Each country paid
in a ‘quota’, 25 per cent of
which was to be in gold, with
the rest in its own national
currency.

DRAWING RIGHTS

At the beginning of 1967
these quotas totalled around
20 billion dollars, having been
several times revised. The US,
Britain, Germany and France
contributed roughly half of
this sum.

In return, each member
country had certain drawing
rights from the Fund which it
could make use of when its
currency was under pressure.

The size of these drawings
were related to the quotas and
certain conditions about the
circumstances under which
drawings could be made were
laid down.

To the end of 1966 actual
withdrawals from the Fund
totalled almost 13 billion dol-
lars, about a third having
been made by Britain—a clear
indication of the chronic
weakness of sterling through
the period.

The Americans were the
real power behind the IMF—
an indication of the fact that
they were now the dominant
capitalist power, with a re-
sponsibility for the stability
of the whole system through-
out Europe and the world.

This role of American capi-
tal was seen in the large aid
which was handed out to a
shattered Europe at the end
of the war and the years im-
mediately following.

Lend-lease and later the
Marshall Aid programme were
inspired by the fear of social
crisis in Europe and the
power of the working class.

But the flow of dollars
abroad in the form of aid was
to be reinforced and then
superseded in the post-war
years by large military expen-
ditures abroad, and above all
by1 the export of private capi-
tal.

‘AID’ PROGRAMME

The arms expenditure was,
of course, directly inspired by
the same fear of communism
which necessitated the ‘aid’
programme.

This ‘aid’ itself was an indi-
cation of the organic need of
American capital to spread
its tentacles abroad to main-
tain stability at home.

Pressure on the rate of
profit at home forced capital
to search for more profitable
outlets abroad.

Post-war Europe was ideal
in this respect.

Unemployment in  many
countries was high and wages
were low, and in those coun-
tries where fascism had earlier
destroyed the organized work-
ing-class movement intense
exploitation of the labour
force was possible.

The net result of all these
developments was an enor-
mous flow of dollars abroad in
the post-war years.

The consequences of such
an outflow, and the seeds of
the present crisis, can be seen
from the following figures.

maintain a fixed dollar price
of gold.

At the moment there are,
as we have seen, roughly

Dollars holdings abroad

1950 $8.6 billions
1964 $28.8 billions

In other words, as the vo-
lume of dollars held abroad
—by governments as part of
their reserves, by banks and
other financial institutions
and private individuals —
grew, so the volume of gold
held by the United States to
back this outflow steadily
diminished.

And the process has, of
course, continued. Liabilities
abroad are now around 30
billions with only an 11 bil-
lion gold reserve to sustain
them.

The turning point came to-
wards the end of the 1950s,

US Gold reserves
$22.8 billions
$15.4 billions

three times the nominal value
of paper dollars circulating
outside the United States
compared with the Fort Knox
gold reserve.

Clearly if all dollar holders
attempted to cash their dol-
lars for gold, the Americans
would have to go back on
their pledge to maintain the
dollar price of gold at 35 dol-
lars an ounce.

The late 1950s mark a
turning point in the develop-
ment of the world money

crisis: the holdings of dollars
abroad now began to outstrip
the US gold reserve.

The need to escalate the Vietnam war coupled with large amounts
of credit mobilized to prop up Sterling has placed increasing strain

on the American economy.
Vietnam.

when the present crisis began
to gain momentum.

The dilemma can be sum-
med up in the following way
Without the export of Ameri-
can dollars on this scale
there would certainly have
been a deep crisis for Euro-
pean capitalism after the war.
It 'was only American capital
which allowed investment to
proceed at a rate sufficient to
guarantee relative stability
and full employment.

On the other hand, the very
export of the dollar on such a
scale eventually called into
question its stability and the
ability of the Americans to

The recent devalution of the French franc following on the revolutionary events of la st May and June
marked yet another stage of the growing crisis of capitalism. Above : Renault factory in Cleon during a
sit-in strike.

Above :

Crop-destroying plane in

Underlying this crisis is the
gradual depreciation of all
paper currencies which has
occured in the post-war
period. The capitalists were
able to save their system after
1945 only through inflation,
with all its attendant risks.

We can gain some idea of
the degree of this inflation if
we compare the movement of
retail prices since 1934—the
year in which the gold price
was established at 35 dollars
an ounce.

In other words, for every
dollar spent on an average
commodity in 1934, a con-
sumer would, by 1965, have
had to spend around two and
a half dollars.

Yet throughout the entire
period, the dollar price of one
commodity—the one that was
the basis of the entire world
monetary system, gold—re-
mained fixed.

It is this which has limited
the production of sufficient
gold to keep pace with the ex-
pansion of trade in the post-
war period. Trade has grown
at around four times the rate
of gold production for much
of the time since 1945.

Why is this so? There are.

many ‘experts’ who call for
more gold mining to deal with
the crisis.

What such people fail to
understand is that gold pro-
duction like that of all com-
modities must obey the law
of value.

The fact that world prices
have risen at a steady rate for
25 years has meant that in-
vestment in South Africa gold
mining—where prices have
been artificially kept down by
the American capitalists—has
suffered at the expense of
more lucrative investment.

TRUE VALUE

Although this tendency has
been offset to some degree by
technical improvements in
gold mining and increases in
the productivity of labour in
the South African gold fields
(through the more brutal ex-
ploitation of the labour
force) the general tendency is
clea}r, and for capitalism
ominous.

Only a restoration of gold
to its true value — which
would mean a doubling if not
a trebling of its price—will
raise production to the levels
required by the needs of
world trade. In other words
only through savage deprecia-
tions of all currencies will the
operation of the law of value
be restored.

The late 1950s saw the
writing on ‘the wall for the
Bretton Woods arrangement
with their Utopian attempt at
a  ‘managed’ international
capitalism.

It was at this point, with
growing fears about the stabi-
lity of the dollar, that atten-
tion was focused on the US
balance of payments deficit.

The consequences of the
great outflow of dollars by
American institutions was a
growing deficit in the balance
of payments (which took the
form of corresponding in-
creases in the dollar holdings
of foreign governments’.

From the beginning of the
1960s first US  President
Kennedy and then Johnson
began to pay close attention
to the problem.

Cuts in the ‘aid’ programme
were announced; economies
were made in diplomatic and
military  spending abroad;
taxes were later placed on
tourism and later still also on
investments abroad.

Although such efforts made
little impact upon the exter-
nal deficit—which continued
to get worse, thanks in part

(1934-100)
Index of prices

1965

USA UK
220 330
240 400

Despite the brutal exploitation of workers in South African gold
mines, world trade since 1945 has grown at about four times the

rate of gold production. Above:

£3 15s. per month,

to the need to escalate the
Vietnam  war—they placed
increasing strain upon the
European capitalist countries.

The impact of the US mea-
sures was to slow down the
rate at which world trade was
expanding, as well as to re-
verse, in part at least, the flow
of funds out of America.

Now many American con-
cerns in Europe, faced with a
squeeze on credit at home, be-
gan to repatriate some of the
funds built up in Europe
since the war (Euro-dollars).

This pushed interest rates
up to record-high level.

This changed relationship
of forces can be seen above all
in the events leading up to
the sterling devaluation of
November 1967, which was a
decisive. turning-point in the
development of the crisis.

From 1964 the Americans
staked everything on the
struggle to maintain sterling’s
value.

They knew that a sterling
devaluation would spark off

a series of convulsions for all -

European currencies, which
would inevitably hit the dol-
lar.

BAIL OUT

It was for this reason that
unprecedentedly large
amounts of aid and credits
were mobilized for the Wilson

government.
The decision to devalue
was, therefore, a blow not

only for the then Chancellor
James Callaghan and the
Cabinet, but a blow for Amer-
ican strategy. Capitalism no
longer had the resources to
bail out a leading country
that found itself in difficulties.

Reactions to the November
1967 move were swift.

By March the following
year, the dollar found itself
in the middle of the crisis.

The Americans were forced
to suspend, in part at least,
one of the lynch-pins of the
Bretton Woods Agreements.

With the two-tier system
which was instituted, the dol-
lar and gold were no longer
freely convertible. Since that
time there have been two gold
markets: the ‘official’ one in
which the 35-dollar price has
been retained for transac-
tions involving purchases and
sales of gold for reserve pur-
poses, and a ‘private’ market
where the price of the metal,
although fluctuating, has
usually been 20 per cent
above its ‘official’ level ever
since March of last year.

The next stage in the dis-
integration of Bretton Woods
was marked by the crisis
meeting in Bonn at the end
of last year, when it became
clear that there were deep and

growing splits between the
leading capitalist countries
about economic and fnancial
policy.

The French—at that stage
with American support — re-
fused to devalue the franc and
the Germans refused a mark
revaluation.

But the general tendency
which had now been set in
motion continued inexorably.

The French franc devalua-
tion following the upheavals of
last year marked yet another
stage of the crisis.

Under de Gaulle the French
appeared to be so strong, with
large gold reserves and a
strong balance of payments
position, but they were forced
to devalue.

This was only an expression
of the real relationship of
forces between American and
European capitalism.

African miners—average pay :

And now the crisis surround-
ing the mark. The decision of
a major country to ‘float’ its
currency is a clear and open
breach of Bretton Woods’
plans.

It indicates the open phase
of a return to the economics
of the 1930s, when devaluation
followed devaluation as one
country tried to steal an ad-
vantage over its rivals in the
struggle for world trade and
markets.

We are not, in other words,
dealing with a temporary crisis
of the capitalist system which
it can hope to survive.

The blunt fact which the
capitalists themselves are now
having to face is that America,
despite her wealth and power,
has not been powerful enough
to regulate and stabilize the
system. . ™~ B

This is why the experiehce
since the war has been so
different from that of the old
gold standard.

In the period before 1914
capitalism enjoyed a relatively
stable monetary system (the
gold standard) because of the
overwhelming power of British
imperialism. The City was
able to act as banker and fin-
ancial centre for the whole
world capitalist system.

The 1920s and 1930s—years
which saw chaos in the world
monetary system and the col-
lapse of the Gold Standard—
marked a decisive and irrever-
sible shift in the centre of
world economic, financial and
political power away from
Britain and London and to
America and New York.

But it was a shift within a
social system now in crisis and
decline and one ‘which suffered
enormous defeats in 1917
through the Russian Revolu-
tion, and again with the loss
of Eastern Europe and China
after 1945.

UNBEARABLE

So, though British imperial-
ism was able to export capital
on a huge scale in the 19th
century to provide the means
for capital investment in
Europe and America and the
expansion of world trade with-
out suffering significant shocks,
this has not been true of
American capitalism.

The strains of sustaining a
world role in the present
period of capitalist decline
have proved unbearable.

They have, as we have seen,
led to the present rapidly wor-
sening crisis.

The events since the end of
1967 mark a new stage in the
acute and historical crisis of
imperialism.

For capitalism there is no
way out.

Only savage deflations, pre-
paration for a trade war and
currency war, offer any even
temporary solutions.

But such ‘solutions’ involve

enormous battles with the
working class, especially in
western Europe, at a time

when this working class is
now beginning to break de-
cisively from the stranglehold
of its bureaucratic leaderships,
both Stalinist and social-
democratic.

The monetary crisis is the
expression of the crisis of
capitalism in decline and dis-
integration.

There can be no reformist
answer to this crisis.

The task of the working
class, led by the revolutionary
party, must be to grasp the
historical significance of the
struggles which it has now
entered, and by so doing pre-
pare to take power from the

;, capitalist class.
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B
working
class
and the
hippies

A letter...

THERE are one or two points
in your editorial comment
(September 27) that I would
‘take up’ with you.

First, you say that the stuff
written about the hippies and
the mouthings from the Liberal
conference have nothing in
common with the daily life of
the working class.

Surely as part of the society
whose change you wish to
accelerate, they do have some-
thing in common with the
working class, insofar as they
too want changes ?

Now whether those changes
would be for the betterment of
society, does certainly need to
be argued and debated and
not ‘spiked’ as material that is
of no consequence to the
working class.

Every new facet of change is
of consequence.

Secondly, you say that: ‘The
most politically-minded mem-
bers of the working class, the
people who matter most, are
rallying to our side.’

Are you then implying that
the wcrkers who are not very
politically minded — unfortun-
ately at any moment the
majority—do not matter ?

‘Don’t worry? We’ll tell you
what’s good for you.’

Much the same philosophy
as most other political parties,
trade union executives and
establishments.

So how will we ever know
which is the party of truth,
perhaps nct until we’re once
again being told what is good
for us?

With that said, may I wish
you well with your publica-
tion. Every call for change
needs to be heard out.

B. Day.

..and a
ey

MR. DAY’S claim that the
working class has in common
with the hippies and Liberals
a desire for change is a value-
less truism.

Every class in present-day
capitalism wants change—in
factory after factory the em-
ployers are trying to change
piece-work for Measured-Day
Work, to  weaken shop-floor

organization, to get more
work out of less men.
In the interests of their

continuation as a class, the
employers want the most vio-
lent changes in their relations
with the working class.

The struggle over these
changes forces the working
class into struggles not just
to change but to overthrow
capitalist private property.

The hippies, on the other
hand, want to change -capi-
talism in a reactionary idealist
direction.

They offer nothing to youth
who want to fight capitalism
but the perspective of ‘drop-
ping out’ — abandoning the
class struggle and taking up
reactionary mysticism, drugs
and in general the worst as-
pects of capitalism in decay.

The idea of the hippies,
that there is something nohle
in parasitism, in volunteering
to become a beggar and live
in squalor, runs counter to the
whole daily life of the work-
ing class.

But there is more to it than
that.

Despite  their  anarchist
slogans against the state, the
hippies are used by the capi-
talist mass media to discredit
the idea of revolutionary
struggle and to distort the
issues facing the working
class.

For we are dealing here
almost entirely with manu-

The hippies (seen above at 144
Piccadilly), unlike the working
class, want to change capitalism
in an idealist manner which is
out and out reactionary.

factured news, with events
magnified and distorted in
order to dupe and confuse
readers and viewers.

This brings us to the second
point in Mr Day’s letter, that
the workers who are not poli-
tically-minded do not matter.

This, of course, bears no
relation to our position.

We consider that workers
can decisively change society
only when they -become con-
scious revolutionaries.

We fight for this Marxist
consciousness in all sections
of the working class. This
theory is decisive in the strug-
gle for power. '

This is why the most poli-
tically-minded sections of the
working class are decisive.

The entire history of the
working class shows that a
revolutionary party, organizing
the most advanced sections of
the class, is necessary for the
overthrow of capitalism.

Far from telling the work-
ing class to stand by while the
revolutionary party says
‘what’s good for you’, we fight
incessantly to rouse the work-
ing class against every attack
from capitalism and to drive
home the fact that the eman-
cipation of the working class
is the task of the workers
themselves.

The Anglo-
Irish war
of 1918

IS IT only accidental that
Cliff Slaughter twice refers,
in his article on the situation
in Ireland to ‘the 1918 Civil
War’—once in the first para-
graph and again in the caption
to an illustration—and states
that Partition followed this
conflict ?

The Civil War was, as
every Irishmen knows, the
struggle that broke out after
the Anglo-Irish Treaty of

. 1921, and went on until 1923.

Far from preceding Parti-
tion, the Civil War was largely
caused by it, since one of the
main issues between the two
sides was whether or not to
submit to the partition of the
country.

What Comrade Slaughter
has in mind is evidently the
Anglo-Irish War, which was
ended by the Treaty.

Of course if he sees the
Irish as merely ‘West Britons’,
this must indeed have been a
civil war among the British!

Perhaps he is one of those
who deny the possibility of
national wars in the epoch of
imperialism and for him
every 20th century war is a
civil war?

Brendan Prendergast

SOCIALISM or barbar-
ism. These alternatives
are at no time more
clearly revealed than to-
day in the era of atomic
power.

On July 16, 1945, the first
man-made atomic explosion
took place at Los Alamos,
New Mexico. The explosive
power of this bomb was 15
million times that of its
weight in TNT, equivalent to
some thousands of tons of
high explosive.

Today such a weapon
would not be considered
sufficient to arm a single
Polaris missile.

In August 1945, two similar
weapons exploded over Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki killing
110,000 Japanese instantly and
condemned thousands more to
a slow death from radiation
damage.

Each weapon contained at
its heart about ten kilograms
of uranium 235.

Today, in Western Europe
alone, there exists 20,000 kilo-
grams of fissile material which
can be used in the construc-
tion of atomic and hydrogen
weapons.

Of course, the development
of the A-bomb by the United
States in the last years of the
war had little to do with the
fight for ‘freedom’. From the
beginning of the project the
main enemy was seen to be
the workers’ state of the
USSR.

The Bolshevik revolution of
October 1917 wrenched out
of imperialism’s hands a sixth
of the earth’s surface, rich in
natural resources.

It dealt a massive body blow
to capitalism in its death
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agony and faced the ruling
class in every country with
the spectre of the proletarian
revolution.

The Stalinist bureaucracy in
the, Soviet Union could not
prevent the establishment of
the workers’ states in Eastern
Europe and in China.

However, the collaboration
of this counter-revolutionary
caste with the imperialist
powers enabled capitalism to
maintain its grip over Western
Europe.

Having used Stalinism to.
drive back the working class
from power, the US poured
immense resources into capit-
alist Europe to prop up its
crippled economy and to pre-
pare to take back the gains
won by the working class, in
the workers’ states.

The existence of the A-
bomb as the sole possession
of the United States was
short-lived. In spite of the
devastation of sections of
Soviet industry during the
war, and the crippling effects
of bureaucratic mismanage-
ment, the USSR produced and
tested an atomic device in
1947.

There could, therefore, be
no easy military victory for
imperialism through a mono-
poly of nuclear bombs. The
development of the inflation-
ary boom, boosted by the
Korean war, saw the launching
of the arms race proper.

ICBM

By the early 1950s the
US had developed nuclear
weaponry, rocket propulsion
and missile guidance and con-
trol to the point where an
intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile (ICBM) could be built.
The knowledge that the USSR
was already working on an
ICBM programme was all that
was needed.

The Air Force’s Thor, Atlas
and Titan programmes and the
Army’'s Jupiter programme
were launched almost simul-
taneously. The Navy’s Polaris
programme and the Air
Force’s Minuteman programme
were phased in just a few
years later.

The Army, which had the
responsibility for  ground-
based air defence (including
the Nike Ajax and Nike Her-
cules surface-to-air missiles,
or SAMs), began to study the
problem of how to intercept
ICBMs, and soon afterwards
initiated the Nike Zeus pro-
gramme, an attempt to con-
struct a nuclear-armed rocket
capable of intercepting a
simple missile.

By 1960 it became clear
that-  the--USSR was- taking
seriously the possibility of
constructing a viable anti-
ballistic missile (ABM) system.
This now led the US to study
the problems of penetrating
missile defences.

In 1962 the Nike-X concept
was formulated.

Basically this involves the
use of missiles with multiple
warheads, each of which can
be directed against a small
target with great precision.

Such a target would be the
Soviet equivalent of the
Minuteman missile, the main
US ICBM, which is housed
below ground level in a
hardened silo to prevent easy
destruction by nuclear attack.

In terms of atomic weaponry
the US and USSR now have
‘parity’.

Both now possess around
1,000 ICBMs although the US
is ahead on long-range air-
craft and Polaris-type sub-
marines. This gap is now
rapidly closing.

Extinction
It is at present impossible

for any ‘first strike’, no matter
how massive, to prevent a

massive retaliation and the
possible extinction of the
human race.

Scientists in both the US

and USSR admit that without
a huge increase in spending
on weapons research there is
still no sure defence against
a concerted nuclear attack.

A recent US report states:

‘Still, after 15 years, and
the expenditure of more than
20 billion dollars, it is gener-
ally conceded that we do not
have a significant capability
to defend ourselves against a
well-planned air attack.’

The existence of ABM
systems in themselves con-
stitute a huge danger to man-
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THE POLITIGS OF
NUGLEAR WEAPONS

kind. By their nature these
systems must have an ex-
tremely rapid response.
Ideally, the ABMs should
be launched immediately the

attacking missiles leave the

.ground.

This is, of course, impos-
sible, but for the system to
be successful (in other words

Above : ‘Fat Man’, the uranium bomb dropped on Nagasaki. It was 11 feet long and had a 60-inch

diameter.

to launch the ABMs before
they can be destroyed or
blasted off course) human in-
tervention must be cut to the
minimum and the main
decisions taken by computers.

Mankind’s  future could
therefore be placed in" jeo-
pardy through some minute
item of defective electronic
equipment. .

In the United States, the
ABM programme has been an
explosive political issue over
the last few years.

" The Johnson administration
proposed .constructing the
Sentinel system, a ‘thin® ABM
system designed to defend the
US against a Chinese missile
attack in the 1970s.

Nixon has modified this to
the Safeguard system.

Admitting that it is impos-
sible to defend American cities
against nuclear attack, this
system has as its sole aim the
protection of part of the
Minuteman force in order to
carry out effective retaliation.

Obsolete

However, it has been esti-
mated that even this system
will be obsolete within five
years. ’

Massive  expenditure is
therefore necessary precisely
at a period.of economic crisis.

It is at this point that the
Soviet bureaucracy, as the
main prop of imperialism,
lends a helping hand.

The US imperialists know
that the bureaucracy is oppo-
sed to proletarian revolution
in the advanced capitalist
countries and that it fears the

The first launch of Minuteman
at the Vandenberg Air Force
base, California, in 1960.

offensive of the East European
working class against .its own
repressive rule.

‘Peaceful coexistence’ with
imperialism now entails closer
collaboration  between the
Soviet leadership and the
American ruling class to pre-
vent revolution throughout
Europe and to prepare the

betrayal of the Chinese
Revolution.
It is expected that the

USSR will shortly announce
its agreement to hold bilateral
talks with the US on strategic
arms limitation — referred to
as SALT.

China

Concerning the possibility
of such talks the ‘Financial
Times’ (September 24) com-
mented:

‘At the very least, they can
hardly avoid discussing China,
since it is against a possible
threat from China that part
of the nuclear force of both
sides is directed. In the long
term, any bilateral agreement
reached would have to take
account of China’s growing

nuclear power — would the
agreement be revised, for
example, if China’s nuclear

strength grew faster than the
mutual estimates of both sides,
or if the Chinese leadership
became more aggressive?’.

The policies of the Stalin-
ists openly endanger not only
the Chinese Revolution but
also the conquests of October.

The lessons of history prove
time and again that such be-
trayal, far from preserving the
status quo, can only lead to
war. Today such a war could
be final.

The Fourth International,
steeled in the struggle against
bureaucracy, and now striking
hammer blows at the Stalinists
internationally will resolve the
crisis of proletarian leadership,
the crisis of mankind.

Socialism not barbarism.
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EDITORIAL

Unemploy-
ment

® FROM PAGE ONE

to make workers work fas-
ter.

Such is the nature of the
capitalist crisis and the
massive intervention of the
state machine in the re-
organization of industry,
that the opposition of the
British-Leyland shop stew-
ards’ committee to the
threat of sackings means
that right from the start
they become involved in a
political struggle.

. And how could it be other-

wise?

The fight against unemploy-
ment is the most political
of all fights today.

If British-Leyland is able to
spend £70 million on re-or-
ganization of its plant, why
is not a portion of that
money put to alleviate the
hardship of its workers?

%

Is it not clear that machines
are more important to the
capitalists than  human
beings?

It should also be understood
that it is impossible for car
workers to fight the threat
against their standards of
living today, isolated as
they are in separate factor-
ies. ‘

There must be an organiza-
tion covering all these fac-
tories which is prepared to
mobilize the maximum
strength at the point where
it is most needed.

The All Trades Union Al-
liance is such an organiza-
tion.

It starts out to organize
workers, irrespective of
union, on the basis that
these workers, when facing
unemployment and wage
attacks, have common pro-
blems that are essentially
political.

*

The ATUA has constantly in-
sisted that political lead-
ership must be built inside
the trade unions.

The conference of car work-
ers which will be held in
Birmingham on November
8 comes at a most timely
moment.

We must now break down
the divisions and unite the
broad mass of car workers
in a common fighting or-
ganization.

The Birmingham conference
will be a big step forward
in this direction.

Yorkshire
T.V. profits
top
£100,000

YORKSHIRE Television pro-
fits topped £100,000, despite
the collapse of its Emley

Moor, Huddersfield, broad-
casting mast, it was an-
nounced on Tuesday.

Forecast profit was

£145,000 for the first year of
transmissions. Various fac-
tors had cut this projected
figure, YTV chairman Sir
Richard Graham told share-
holders.

Nevertheless, the final pro-
fit figures bear witness to the
fact that commercial tele-
vision franchises are still
‘licenses to print money’.

All
Irades Unions
Alliance
conference

Motor workers’ conference
All car, car

components and
delivery
workers

are invited

to a

motor workers’
conference

Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth
. Birmingham
Saturday November 8

2 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Write for credentials to:

R. Parsons,
21 Strawberry Path,
Blackbird Leys,
Oxford.

Conference fee: 5s. a person
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SHOPKEEPERS
FIGHT PARIS

PARIS POLICE broke up a 20,000-

strong demonstration of small

shopkeepers

and artisans

on

Monday night. The trouble began
after a meeting was called by the

Independent

Workers’

Action

Committee, a body federating

about a dozen

organizations.
Under pressure from
militants at the meeting,
the moderate leaders
attempted to lead a march
to the local radio station.

After blocking their path,
the police charged into the
demonstrators. The shop-
keepers fought back, hurl-
ing paving stones and other
missiles.

The rally was called to pro-
test against government finan-
cial policies, which after the
new budget ‘squeeze’, threaten
the ‘small man’ with extinc-
tion.

Germany

These latest riots have great
political significance for the
working class.

The small propertied and
self-employed section of the
French population is about as
numerous as the industrial
working class and has in the
past been a firm supporter of
Gaullist or even more right-
wing policies.

The pressure that hit the
franc last year and which still
mounts, has forced the French
capitalist class to attack its
loyalist supporters.

It was significant that just
before de Gaulle’s defeat in
this year’s referendum, small
shopkeeper and artisan riots
broke out in south-east
France, the heart of Gaullist
territory.

Significance

In the absence of decisive
working-class action against
the monopolies, such middle-
class ferment can be turned
towards fascism and attacks
on workers’ organizations, as
in Germany before 1933.

With a confident French
working class after its enor-
mous struggles of last year,
there is every opportunity to
win these middle sections for
joint action against their real
enemies—the bankers, the
monopolies and the Pompidou
government that serves them.

I:nvenﬂipers
voie to Strike

1,200 miners at Coventry col-
liery unanimously decided to
stop work yesterday in sup-
port of the Yorkshire miners’
pay claim.

National Union of Mine-
workers’ Midlands area execu-
tive unanimously voted yester-
day to work normally. The
Coventry delegate was absent
from the meeting.

The National Coal Board
says the strike is unofficial
and will cost between £8,000
and £10,000 per day due to
lost production of approxi-
mately 1,800 tons of coal per
day.

small traders’

A demonstration during the
earlier days of the tremendous
strike and sit-in wave now
building up in Italy. The pic-
ture shows over 50,000 en-
gineers packed into a Turin
square carrying the banners
of their towns—most of the
leading  industrial centres
were represented.

Italian
strike wave
continues

Workers’ Press correspondent

ANOTHER round of
strikes hit Italy on Mon-
day.

In Naples, striking taxi
and bus drivers blocked all
the city’s main streets by
creating traffic jams at
strategic points.

Cement workers began a
national three-day strike
while in Taranto, scene of a
recent strike in the huge
modern steel works, farmers
blocked roads in protest
against low milk prices.

In the North, a series of
lightning strikes hit the Pir-
elli plant in Milan.

POLICE

\ By a foreign correspondent
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CHINA PREPARES
10 MEET
WAR THREAT

By a foreign correspondent

PEKING radio announced on Tuesday new government
measures to counter the threat of war with either the

Soviet Union or the USA.

Quoting from an article
in the latest edition of ‘Red
Star’ (journal of the Peking
Revolutionary Committee),
the broadcast called for the
dispersion of industry.

If it was done effectively,
China would have big and
small reliable bases scattered
all over the country.

Peking radio then gave the
following warning :

‘Should US imperialism and
social imperialism [Chinese
term for the Soviet bureau-
cracy] impose a war on China,
she will have greater man-
oeuvrability. Each locality
could conduct war independ-
ently, wipe out the enemies,
and win the war.’

Soviet bureaucracy

comes to Pompidou’s

IT WAS announced in Moscow on Monday that follow-
ing talks between French Foreign Minister Schumann

and Soviet Communist Party secretary Leonid Brezhnev,

three top Soviet leaders (Brezhnev, Prime Minister
Kosygin and President Podgorny) will visit France in the

near future.

This comes after con-
firmation that Pompidou
will travel to Moscow some
time in 1970.

It was also disclosed in
Paris that the French Prime
Minister, Jacques Chaban-
Delmas, will be going to
Poland at a date still to be
fixed.

By making this open gesture
not only to the Kremlin but
to one of its most loyal sup-
porters in the invasion of
Czechoslovakia last year, the
new French government has

ATUA meeting
LEICESTER

‘Wages battle, unemploy-
ment and Workers’ Press’
Thursday, October 23,

8 p.m.

Queens Hotel
Rutland Street

By Robert Black

restored the close working re-
lationship that flourished up
to the downfall of de Gaulle.

Cold-shoulder

The Rumanian government,

on the other hand, finds itself |

cold-shouldered by France,
even though it favours closer
economic and diplomatic ties
with the West.

The Soviet bureaucracy has
a great deal more to offer the
French capitalist class than
trade talks.

Despite its initial opposition
to the Kremlin invasion of
Czechoslovakia, the French
Communist Party still looks
largely to Moscow for its
political line.

In fact it signed the state-
ment issued after the Moscow
conference of world Stalinist
parties last June.

This, as much as trade re-
lations, is what determines
French diplomacy today.

Three times in the past;
1936, 1944-1945 and again in

.d
May and June last year, the
French ruling class was able
to lean on the counter-revo-
lutionary Soviet bureaucracy
and ensure that, through the
leaders of the French Com-
munist Party, working-class

revolutionary struggles were
broken.

Neither the Kremlin nor
Pompidou are likely to dis-
card this strategy now.

This basically guerrilla
strategy is geared only to war-
fare with ¢conventional’
weapons, in which the US
and the Kremlin are anyway
superior.

Against a nuclear strike,
such as that contemplated by
the ‘hard-line’ anti-Chinese
faction in the Kremlin and in
the Red Army, these measures
would prove useless.

International working-class
action against the Stalinist and
imperialist enemies of the
Chinese Revolution remains
the only sure defence.

Deflation in U.S.

Living costs and
unemployment
rising continually

By Robert Black

NIXON’S measures against inflation are at last beginning to ‘bite’,
according to the US Labour Department’s unemployment figures.

They now stand at 4
per cent of the working
population, an increase
from 3.5 per cent in only
one month.

This

sharp increase is

what the US government,

Dustmen
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corporation employees moved
into action to reject the
national offer of £2 10s.

On Tuesday, Victor Feather,
TUC general secretary was
asked to intervene by Mr
Michael Morris, Islington
Borough Council leader.

If the TUC could not con-
trol its members, he said, the
council would ask for direct
government action.

Wilson has already assured
the Tories that troops are
ready to break the strike if
the employers request it.

They hope to drive the
strikers back to work and into
negotiations based on the
national offer—with produc-
tivity strings.

This is why the all-London
strike committee’s recommen-
dation to begin separate nego-
tiations with local borough
councils is so dangerous.

The tremendous national
support must be strengthened
and built on.

Students heckle

Barbara
Castle

By Charles Parkins

BARBARA CASTLE, Min-
ister of Employment and
Productivity, had a ‘hot’
reception from a large
audience of students and
staff at Lancaster univer-
sity on Friday.

Hecklers interrupted her
when she praised the govern-
ment’s record on housing and
education.

Mrs. Castle’s remark that
the government ‘had to have
priorities’ was greeted with
shouts that her priorities
were the bankers.

She was also heckled about
the incomes policy.

On the question of anti-
union legislation she claimed

that the government-TUC
deal was a success and
quoted the ‘Daily Express’
editorial praising Victor

Feather’s intervention in the
Fleet Street dispute to prove
her point.

Regime

An African student asked:

‘Why does the Labour gov-
ernment allow the wuse of
British weapons against Bia-
fra whilst at the same time it
is against these weapons be-
ing used against the Smith

regime?’
Mrs Castle did not answer
the question. She simply

made a remark to the effect
that she presumed the ques-
tioner was a Biafran and
therefore biased. This
brought protests from the
audience.

Asked why the government
had not introduced any so-
cialist policies, Mrs Castle
said that her questioner
should ‘define his terms’ and
that she did not know of any
satisfactory definition of so-
cialism.

Mrs Castle was the guest
of the wuniversity Labour
Club.

A leaflet, distributed at the

meeting by the newly formed
Socialist Society headed ‘So-
cialists—Oppose the Incomes
Policy!’, attacked the govern-
ment’s incomes policy and its
support for productivity deals
‘which aim at increased ex-
ploitation’.

It declared that trade
unions must be independent
of the state and controlled
by their members and called
on students to oppose the
Labour government’s policies,
support the struggles of the
working class, and to attend
the inaugural meeting of the
Socialist Society on the fol-
lowing Tuesday.

a large scale recession,

employers and  bankers
have worked for over the
last year or more.

Treasury secretary David
Kennedy told the Congres-
sional Joint Economic Com-
mittee that this rise was ac-
ceptable. He refused to re-
gard a level of 6 or even 7
per cent as ‘unacceptable’.

RESULTS

Kennedy listed the follow-
ing results of the Nixon gov-
ernment’s anti-inflationary
measures (high interest rates,
tax surcharges etc):

@ A slowing down of the
growth rate from 5.1 per
cent in 1968 to 2 per cent in
the first three quarters of
1969.

@ A sharp drop in the
sale of goods and services
from 20,000 million dollars
in the first quarter of 1969
to 16,000 in the second.

@® A drop in industrial
production in August.

@® A fall in the same
month in the volume of new
orders received by manufac-
turers for durable goods.

@ A fall in unfilled orders
for durable goods.

@® A 4.6 per cent fall in
August for new machinery,
‘suggesting that the demand

for capital investment has
begun to ease’.
@ ‘The reported 4 per

cent unemployment rate for
September, suggesting that
the long period of extreme
tightness in the labour mar-
ket may be ending.’ ’

These statements
sharp warning to
working class.

Unemployment is now
going to be used as a whip
to drive down their hard-won
wages and working condi-
tions.

are a
the US

WEAPON

Though obviously afraid }c‘)f
the
US ruling class is forced to
use the weapon of deflation
and the sack in its fight to
hold up the rate of profit.

(This is already under-
mined by the steadily spiral-
ling interest rates that have
been the outcome of the fight
to defend dollar parity.)

This twin fear of inflation
and recession is multiplied by
the tensions building up in
the working class.

‘Fortune’, the US business
magazine, has just published
figures that reveal the real
position of the US working
class:

‘After an unparalleled eco-
nomic boom the average
American worker in private
industry is slightly worse off
today than he was four
years ago.’

‘Fortune’ feels:

‘Deep forces are gathering
that could make the coming
year a time of epic battles

between management and

labour.’
REBELLIOUS
The magazine speaks of

the working class as being in
an ‘acquisitive and rebellious
frame of mind’.

LEHTTHTHHT T

U.S. oil
barons face
price-fixing

charges

SEVEN of the USA’s largest
oil monopolies will have to
stand trial shortly on charges
of fixing petrol prices in New

Jersey, Pennsylvania and
Delaware.
The companies involved

are Gulf, Humble (a" Jersey
Standard subsidiary) Mobil,
American (an Indiana Stand-
ard subsidiary) Atlantic Re-
fining, Sinclair Refining and
Cities Service.

Since the action was begun
in 1965, Atlantic and Sinclair
Refining have been absorbed
into Atlantic Richfield.

Conversions

The us government
charges that there were bila-
teral conversions between
representatives of the named

companies, which infringes
. US legislation.
All the firms deny the

charges. They claim that they
are being tried for an act
which in a previous case had
been found legal.

If this precedent is upheld,
the oil firms can expect to es-
cape without any penalties.

IOV

And this was written well
before the government’s anti-
inflationary measures begin to
bite.

Price rises have overtaken
wage increases for most
working-class households. Ex-
amples given are 20 per cent
for hamburgers, 24 per cent
for eggs, bus fares 12 per
cent, medical care 14 per
cent, with other foods and es-

sentials up by simila1
amounts.
‘Fortune’ fears that the

working class will now take
strike action to catch up on
what they have lost in prices
over the last four years’ in-
flation.

But in doing so they will

run full tilt into the em-
ployers’ counter - attack,
backed up by very real
threats of mass unemploy-

ment and recession.

These new developments
in the US economy and class
struggle will trigger off strug-
gles demanding completely
different leadership to- that
offered by ‘left’ bureaucrats
such as Reuther in Autos
and Bridges on the docks.

Faced with defeat in Viet-
nam, an unparalleled strike
wave in western Europe and
the break-up of the Bretton
Woods monetary system, the
US ruling class will still fight
to the end. .

The struggles of the US
working class now assume
great importance for revolu-
tionary work everywhere,
and urgently require Marxist
leadership.

Lancaster busmen s@rike
over disciplined driver

LANCASTER busmen, em-
ployed by Ribble Motors,
may be on strike again if the
company does not remedy
its treatment of a driver
who was disciplined for re-
fusing to take out a bus.

The 70 drivers and conduc-
tors at the Lancaster depot,
who are members of the
buses’ section of the NUR,
walked out on October 3 after
the driver had been sent home
following his refusal to take
out a bus.

Workers’ Press correspondent

Union officials are due to

meet the management on
Wednesday.
‘Branch secretary Stanley

Kellett has warned that there
could be another stoppage if
the Ribble management do not
pay the driver who was sent
home.

Meeting

The busmen allege lack of
proper maintenance of the
vehicles.

Labour MP for Lancaster,

Stanley Henig, was asked to
meet busmens’ representatives
and later he had a meeting in
Preston with Ribble’s general
manager.

The “‘Lancaster Guardian’ on
October 10 quoted Henig as
saying :

‘I am not attempting to
mediate in the dispute but I
am most anxious to avoid fur-
ther dislocation of bus services
in Lancaster and help to bring
about a situation which will
make conciliation in the in-
dustry better organized and
more efficient.’

SUPPORT FOR MINERS

® FROM PAGE ONE

asking for much—only for
a decent standard of living
which they haven’t got
and reasonable hours to
work. ¢
Said
wife:
4éThe men won’t bend
now. I've been married 25
years and brought up
three children on those
wages and never had a
week’s holiday. You just
live an existence, hand to
mouth—its disgusting.

‘Ask Mr Wilson if he
could live on it with his
wife . . . and I've always
been a Labour woman.

‘Tell him to come and
see me and see if he can
live on it. I've been and
scrubbed my guts out and
taken washing in, over the
tub till 12 o’clock at night
to earn a few shillings to
put a meal on the table.9

Jim Bailey, a conveyor
attendant at Prince of
Wales colliery, Pontefract,
told the Workers Press:

éThis strike should be
for higher wages as well
as hours.

‘A pit-top man should
have a lot more than the
£13 12s. he gets now.

‘The strike wants mak
ing official. I'm a day-

one surfaceman’s

wage man and I have to
stay on overtime so I can
go out on Saturday—and
‘then I've nothing left for
Sunday.¢

Many of the miners are
bitterly hostile to the local
and national union leader-
ship.

As Wheldale belt main-
tenance man Bill Turner
pointed out:

éWe ought to sack the
lot at Barnsley [Yorkshire
NUM headquarters]. Pit-
top men should have the
same hours as those
underground, and £17 on
the surface. We get 50s. a
shift —a button lad gets
£48 a week. We're the
worst paid men in York-
shire.®

Poor leaders

Trevor Parsons, under-
ground development worker
at Glasshoughton said sur-
facemen were fed up with
a total wage of £13 12s. 6d.

6They see strikes of
dustmen, dockers and car
workers for increases of
£5-£10 and they think of
the poor leadership of th

NUM. .

‘Cadeby has been on
strike for four weeks with
no support from the York-
shire panels.

‘While we are on strike
the union should demand
payment of their claim for
£15 on the surface and
£16 underground. Also
the market men should be
paid a minimum of 5s. 2d.,
no matter what job they
are sent to.

‘Men on the surface
should work the same
hours as those under-
ground.?y
Brian Lavery, under-
ground craftsman, Whel-
dale:

éRank-and-file miners

are putting enormous pres-
sure on their leaders.

‘The Cadeby miners re-
jected all appeals to return
to work and the area
council called a strike on
surface hours as a way of
heading off a big wage de-
mand throughout the coal-
field.

‘But this will develop in-
to a broader strike. De-
mands for a bigger basic
wage for surface and un-
derground day wage work-
ers must come.

‘Every other section of
workers is  demanding
wage increases of £3 and
£4.

‘Day-wage mine work-
ers, like farm workers, are
on a ridiculously low
wage. ¥
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