WEEKLY PAPER OF THE WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

SATURDAY 10 FEBRUARY 1996

NO.487

PRICE 30p

Merseyside dockers’ struggle for British and international workers

BIGGEST LIVERPOOL
RALLY SO FAR

TRADE UNION banners were to the fore in
the march and rally in support of Merseyside
dockers in Liverpool last weekend.

In what was perhaps the biggest march so far held in
support of the sacked dockers, banners from the Strath-
clyde Region of Unison; from strikers at GCHQ; from shop

stewards at BAe Preston; from Delco Electronics, Kirkby;
from Bury Health branch of Unison; from Land Rover

Joint Shop Stewards Commit-
tee at Solihull; and from
Hillingdon hospital workers
were present on the march
through the city centre.

Chair of the stewards’ com-
mittee Jimmy Nolan told the
rally after the march that if
Tony Blair made a statement
of support of the strike in the
House of Commons ‘we would
be on our way to victory’.

Jimmy Davies, secre-
tary/treasurer of the stew-
ards’ committee said to loud
applause that the committee
was Tully confident’ that the
forthcoming ballot would be
100 per cent solid.

‘We would not sell our jobs
in 1989 and we will not sell
them today, Davies declared.

He said that the employer
was ‘terrified’ of the interna-
tional conference that the
strikers had called for 17
February.

This was a ‘momentous
occasion’ at which port work-
ers from 40 countries would
be represented. T have never
known anything like this,’ he
told the enthusiastic audience.

He said that the aim of the
conference would be to
organise a  world-wide
blockade of the port of Liver-
pool. The conference had to
formulate a policy that would
make possible support for all
actions, official and unofficial,
of dockers everywhere.

‘If the bosses can act on a
global scale, then so can we,
he said to applause.

‘The Beatles rocked the
world in the 1960s. We are
going to shock the world in
the 1990s,’ he said.

BY GEOFF PILLING

Strike committee member
Mike Carden gave a history
of the strike and told the rally
that the sacked dockers would
march back to work with
their heads held high. He said
that he had every confidence
that, given the world-wide
support for the strike, the
employer’s offer would be
rejected.

Nigel Flanagan from Uni-
son said that he hoped that the
employer’s offer would be
thrown out. He demanded
that Harriet Harman save the
money she proposed to spend
on her child’s education and
donate the money to the
strike. He demanded that
T&G leader Bill Morris come
out and support the strike.

Greetings

Member of the transport
union RMT, Dave Evans
brought greetings from his
union executive. He said that
his members were facing job
losses as a result of rail pri-
vatisation. He declared that
the fight in Liverpool was a
‘struggle for the whole of the
movement’.

Malkit Bilku brought
greetings from the strikers at
Hillingdon Hospital. She said
that their fight was against
slave wages and that their
fight was the fight of the Liv-
erpool dockers.

She insisted that their
four-month-long strike at
Hillingdon against a 20 per
cent wage cut was not that of

Asian, black or white workers,

but one of the whole workmg |

class.

GCHQ strike leader Mike
Grindley said that the rally
marked the 4,393th day of the
struggle at GCHQ. It would go
on until it was won he said to
loud cheering. He said that the
aim of their long struggle was
nothing short of the restora-
tion of full trade union rights
at GCHQ. He reminded the
crowd that this is what the
leaders of the Labour Party
had promised.

‘We will hold them to this,
They will be in dead trouble if
they don't keep to their
promise.

Liverpool

Labour MP

Eddie Loyden said that the |

strike was ‘The best example |
. FORTY-FIVE sacked workers at JJ Fast Food

. won a significant victory at their industrial

of the leadership of the work-
ing class in the last 16 years’
The Liverpool workers were
involved in a ‘struggle on
behalf of the British and the
international working-class
movement, Loyden declared.
He drew attention to the
formation of the London Sup-

port Group that had met the | : .
¢ consider compensation and the question of

: reinstatement. But the tribunal

previous Tuesday.

Calling for the building of
the group, he said that it was
now possible to explain to all
workers what the issues in the
Liverpool struggle really
were.

He said that dockers were
now in the vanguard of the
struggle of the whole of the
working class.

‘The only political and
industrial leadership for the
working class is coming from
the Liverpool dockers, he
declared.

Feared FO may sacrifice Papua hostages

FEARS have grown over the
past week that the Foreign
Office may be willing to sacri-
fice the lives of British
hostages in West Papua to
profitable relations with the
Indonesian military dictators.

Four British graduates on a
field trip to the mountainous
area (which the Indonesian
occupiers call ‘West Irian’) are
being held along with two
Dutch people and 21 Indone-
sians by the OPM Papua Free-
dom Movement. The fear is
Indonesian troops will attack
in force, killing captors and
hostages — and then blame it
on the Papuans.

The OPM captured the
hostages to draw attention to
its struggle against military
repression, and said from the
start that it would negotiate
their release. OPM regional

commander Kelly Kwalik
nominated a Catholic bishop
as a possible go-between. The
Indonesians rejected this.

Workers Press has learned
that a former British soldier
serving as a senior officer of
the East Timor Defence Force,
also fighting Indonesian rule,
offered to go to help free the
captives, but the Foreign
Office said it prefered to use
‘normal diplomatic channels’,

Three British police offi-
cers flew out to Papua to liaise
with Indonesian armed forces
and, it was suggested, conduct
negotiations. But they are not
being allowed to negotiate
with OPM fighters. Nor is the
bishop that the Papuans had
suggested. The Indonesian
government has authorised
its troops to use force.

In a last ditch effort to open

negotiations, East Timor cam-
paigner Alan Heatherington
has been in touch with the
parents of hostages Bill Oates
and Anne Van der Col, as well
as with the OPM's European
representative Otis Simopiref
in Holland. But the Foreign
Office and the Indonesian
authorities remain unwilling.

‘My concern is not that the
British and European cap-
tives will be murdered by the
OPM, Alan told Workers
Press, ‘but that they will be
found and murdered by
Indonesian Special Forces and
the blame placed upon the
OPM. If this happens the Bri-
tish government will collabo-
rate with the Indonesians as
they did when Indonesian
Special Forces murdered Bri-
tish and Australian journal-
istsin 1975 in East Timor.
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BY NICK BAILEY

tribunal on 29 January. It ruled they had been
wrongfully sacked for joining a trade union
against the testimony of JJ Fast Food boss
Mustafa Kamil.

The company immediately offered the
workers £85,000 to drop their case. This was
rejected by the sacked workers.

The tribunal reconvenes on 14 February to

has no

Industrial
tribunal
victory

for JJ

Fast

Food
workers’

powers to order the company to reemploy the
sacked workers.

The industrial tribunal strategy was
proposed by the Transport and General
Workers’ Union, after it refused to give the 45
sacked workers official backing or strike pay.

The company may close down its present
operation in Tottenham, north London, and
set up somewhere else.

The JJ Fast Food strike has highlighted
slave-labour  conditions endured by
thousands of mainly immigrant workers in
Britain. It also shows the combative mood
emerging in this most oppressed section of
the working class.

Workers Press Meeting
Saturday 10 February, 10.30am-4pm

Change of venue: The Falkland Arms, 31 Bloomsbury Way, London WC1. Tube: Holborn.

OUR readers are cordially invited to the 10th anniversary meeting of Workers Press. This is a time
for us to review the past ten years, to consider the present and make plans for the future. The
editorial board will present a report. We want to know your views, criticisms and proposals.
Workers need their own paper, to report on and unite their struggles here and internationally. At
this meeting we want to open up the discussion and practically begin the campaign for such a
paper. For us in Workers Press our purpose — socialism — is the same purpose as every worker
and those intellectuals whose lives are dedicated to the socialist cause.
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Kohl's chilling
warning

GERMAN Chancellor Helmut Kohl has issued a
chilling warning to an audience at Louvain Uni-
versity: ‘The policy of European integration is a
question of war and peace in the 21st century.’

But the real target of his remarks were Germany's
rivals in Europe, and particularly the British.

‘Nationalism is war’, he continued, quoting the late
president Mitterrand of France. He repeated threats
that those who want to (i.e. France and Germany) will
go ahead with monetary union, leaving the others out-
side.

‘Remember what happened the last two times Ger-
many tried to assume the leadership of Europe’, is the
threatening sub-text of his remarks. Kohl is also anx-
ious to continue enlarging European Union to the east
while still keeping up the drive to strengthen the EU’s

- central institutions.

Behind Kohl's remarks is a rapidly maturing eco-
nomic and social crisis in Europe that is threatening to
tear the EU apart and plunge the continent into a
1930s-style crisis in which a vicious fight for shrinking
markets creates the conditions for war.

* % k k%

EUROPEAN capitalists are caught between a
rock and a hard place on plans to develop the
European Union. Kohl has been using a barely-
veiled threat: ‘German power can only be con-
tained by a strong European Union.’

At the moment not a single one of the major coun-
tries meets the terms for joining a common currency in
1999. All governments owe too much money. They are
piling up debts to pay for social security, massive bills
for unemployment benefit, health care, education,
which for the moment they cannot get rid of. -

They have shied away from raising extra taxes
knowing that in the world economy of today employers
can easily switch production to countries where capital
is not faced with such burdens.

More and more countries, such as ltaly, are now,
like the British Tories, sceptical whether economic inte-
gration can be quickly achieved.

In his speech Kohl demanded decisive progress on
further integration at an inter-governmental conference
in March.

He called for ‘considerable efforts on everybody's
part to achieve a major step forward’.

* k Kk * *

THE real ‘effort’ is that each group of capitalists
has to try to remove the huge cost of sustaining
the comparatively high living standards enjoyed
by the working class and the middle class in
Europe. This is why even pro-European Tories
like Dougles Hurd have asked Kohl to put off the
timetable for a single currency in 1999.

Other European countries besides Britain would
have real trouble in meeting the convergence criteria,
which involve huge cuts in public spending. The
employers know that this will meet with massive resist-
ance from the working class and increasingly from the
middle class. Here the lessons of France are staring
them in the face.

But unless severe cuts are made, big rises in unem-
ployment, costing millions in benefit, will only be made
worse by cuts in state spending, subsidies to agricul-
ture, and so forth. Kohl criticised ‘current fashion to
exude pessimism about monetary union and European
integration’.

* % k * %

GERMANY herself is at present unable to meet
the convergence criteria, and will only do so
through a concerted attack on the living stand-
ards and rights of the working class. Cuts in
these areas are attacks on historic gains in the
struggle of the human race against poverty, dis-
ease and ignorance. They are attacks which the
working class is bound to counter.

Indeed, they can only be countered by an offensive
strategy which workers will have to develop.

Meanwhile in Davos, Switzerland, the German and
French central bankers made it absolutely clear the
necessary attacks on working-class living conditions
would go ahead. Bundesbank president Hans Tiet-
meyer and Jean-Claude Trichet, the Bank of France’s
governor, insisted that they would stick by the conver-
gence terms even at the cost of soaring unemploy-
ment.

Kohl's speech underlines yet again that there is no
possibility of the unification of Europe on capitalist
foundations. Only the working class, in a common fight
for 2a workers' Europe can achieve that aim.

Letters
(3Ive the paper to the workers!

PETER GIBSON is right (Letter, 3
February)! Workers Press must
be the paper of all those fighting
exploitation and oppression.

The problem is that many peo-
ple, drawn into struggle out of
necessity, see the range of papers
on the left as part of a choice, not
part of the necessity of struggle.
How do we make Workers Press
part of the necessity of struggle,
integral to people’s lives.

The bold answer to that is to
give the paper to the people: to
seek and establish the best organ-
isational forms for transferring
the paper from the political con-
trol of a very small group of peo-
ple over to those who are now
experiencing the bitterness of
struggle on a dizzying array of
fronts. '

On 10 February, Workers
Press readers could lay the basis

for a successful conference on 16
March by calling on the editorial
board of Workers Press to set out
a plan, central to which is the
proposal that the paper becomes
the weekly of all those who recog-
nise that we need a new socialist
party.

What a difference to the
launch of the Socialist Labour
Party with its secret meetings, an
arm-twisted candidate at Hems-
worth and the cult of the person-
ality:

Here in 1996 we have a Marx-
ist organisation, with its weekly
paper, stating very clearly that it
will continue to fight for its poli-
tics inside the movement of the
working class by giving that
movement a weekly paper to con-
tinue reconstruction and politi-
cal regeneration.

‘In what relation do the Com-
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munists stand to the proletariat
asa whole?

‘The Communists do not form
a separate party opposed to other
working-class parties. They have
no interests separate and apart
from those of the proletariat as a
whole. They do not set up any sec-
tarian principles of their own by
which to shape and mould the
proletarian movement’ (Commu-
nist Manifesto, K. Marx and F.
Engels).

We are fighting for the inde-
pendence of the working class
from all other political influ-
ences; we are struggling for a new
material force, namely millions of
people imbued with the ideas of
socialism, a force that will brook
no capitulation or collaboration
with a ruling class that has had
its share of history.

The development of such a

force requires its papers, jour-
nals, and information technology
— Workers Press can play its
part in that development.

When I come to London on 16
March, to what I hope is the birth
of a new socialist party, I would
also dearly love to be at the birth
of the independent papaer of the
new and independent working-
class movement.

Because  Trotskyism  has
fought for that Marxist principle
of independence for so long,
surely we cannot now renege on
that principle and leave the
paper as a matter of choice for
workers coming into struggle.

Make the leap from propa-
ganda and exhortation — give
the paper to the workers!

John Rees
Shirebrook

BY SIMON PIRANI

In this imaginary conversation,
the questions are asked by a
worker who is not in any party.
The answers are from a Workers
Press reader, who has been fol-
lowing our discussion on the ‘new
party’.

Q: What did you think of the
Hemsworth by-election result
and the SLP’s vote?

A: The SLP candidate, Brenda
Nixon, did very well. The SLP is
not properly set up yet, it decided
to enter the by-election only two
weeks before polling day — and
still received 1,193 votes, one-
twentieth of the total. Brenda
Nixon's vote was not far behind
that of the Liberals and Tories.

The time when large sections
of workers break consciously
from Labour is still ahead. Most
workers in Hemsworth rejected
Labour by staying at home, not
by voting SLP. The turnout was
only 39.5 per cent.

But Brenda Nixon's candida-
ture put the issue of a new work-
ers’ party in front of the whole
movement. It also put it in front
of Tony Blair and Co, who sent
more than 50 MPs and a host of
front-bench people to Hems-
worth! They failed in their main
aim, to humiliate the SLP and
Arthur Scargill.

Q: What about the SLP’s poli-
cies?

A: It proposed measures to end
unemployment and to reverse
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cuts. These are burning issues in
Hemsworth, which has been laid
waste by pit closures.

To counter unemployment,
Brenda Nixon proposed a four-
day working week with no loss of
pay, a ban on non-essential over-
time and voluntary retirement
on full pay at 55.

Attractive as these ideas must
sound to unemployed people, out-
side a worked-out socialist plan
for the economy they are just
optimistic slogans.

Take the four-day week. A
workers’ government that tried
to legislate it, without a battery
of punitive measures against
firms that broke the law, would
fail.

And, were such measures im-
plemented, what would stop capi-
talist investors pulling money
out of Britain and investing else-
where?

The New Labour gurus argue,
of course, that socialist measures
inevitably lead to an exodus of
capital and a consequent increase
in unemployment,

Their conclusion is — surren-
der to capitalism. They must be
answered not with trite formulae
but with a wide-ranging discus-
sion on a socialist programme for
the 1990s — a programme that
would show how socialism answ-
ers the problems posed by capi-
talism on an international scale.

Workers like the Liverpool
dockers are confronting capital-
ism on an international plane. We
need to develop our programme
on that plane too. One element
should be an international work-
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ers’ plan, under which rich coun-
tries’ resources will be used to
fight the poverty and devastation
caused by imperialism in the
poor countries.

This discussion is part of the
preparation for the new party.

Q: But which ‘new party'? You
comrades are calling for a new
party; Arthur Scargill and his
friends have formed the SLP.
What is the difference? Why
don’t you all get together?

A: Maybe we will. But not by
rushing.

We know from the miners’
support groups, the anti-poll tax
campaign, the fight against the
Criminal Justice Bill, ete, that
unity can be built between many
political tendencies against the
right-wing Labour leadership.

We should have that unity at
elections too, when possible.

Workers Press supported
Brenda Nixon at Hemsworth. The
only reason there wasn’t a strong
contingent of its supporters at
the hustings is because the WRP
is small.

Q: But you do not want to join
Socialist Labour?

A: No ‘yes or no’ answer, I am
afraid!

Workers Press started discuss-
ing the need for a new party two
years ago. Obviously, when
Arthur Scargill and his collabo-
rators — who mostly come out of
the Labour Party and Communist
Party — began talking about a
new party too, this was ex-
tremely welcome.

But Workers Press and the
WRP are not coming at this with
a clean sheet. The WRP repre-
sents a distinet tendency in the
working class, Trotskyism. That
implies a whole history, a pro-
gramme, a body of theory, an atti-
tude to international questions.

The WRP is not going to hide
all that. You would not ask it to.
Its members will come into the
discussion on the new party with
our ideas and our experience —
not to find things to create artifi-
cial divisions, but to make a real
contribution.

Q: So what next?

A: Let’s have the discussion.
Arthur Secargill’s document, and
the SLPs campaign at Hems-
worth, raised many issues.

Already, meetings are being
held — by WRP comrades, by the
SLP, by the Militant group which
is now outside the Labour Party,
by the coalition of groups in Scot-
land, by others. The more the
merrier. ;

Let’s build the new party
‘from below’!

I would like to see discussion
on the socialist programme. I
mentioned problems with the
SLPs proposals on unemploy-
ment above. Perhaps the WRP
will produce its own proposals.

Of course a workers’ party
will not be built just by a discus-
sion between the SLP and the
WRP. It will be built by workers.
The form it takes cannot be de-
cided in advance; it will be
worked out in practice.

Pressure for military
to take over India

From PETER GIBSON
in India

A MILITARY dictatorship is be-
ing hawked as the solution to In-
dia’s many problems. Calls for the
army to take over the Indian gov-
ernment come after three years
of regulation, and a steady rise in
unemployment and corruption.
Many leading political figures,
including the prime minister,
have been accused of taking
bribes. While the 1992-97 five-
year plan expected an increase in
the creation of jobs at 4 per cent a
year, only 21 per cent were pro-
duced in 1992-93 and 1.8 per cent
in 1993-94. The whole economy
grew by only 43 per cent a year
and not 5.6 per cent as planned.
The only growth area has been
pay-offs to politicians. In just one
case, it is reported that £13 mil-
lion (650 million rupees) was paid
by businessmen and companies in
backhanders. Police have ques-
tioned 32 senior civil servants
and 30 politicians. Some party of-

ficials have been charged. A
number of others have swiftly
skipped to London, Antwerp,
Dubai or Geneva! Other investi-
gations are underway on
backhanders in the purchase of
Bofors guns, a scam on import
and sale of sugar, and corruption
on telecom and securities.

‘The political-criminal-busi-
ness nexus has punctured the
credibility of politicians, says
some of the press. There has been
a call for ‘the army to be vested
with the power to run the coun-
try’. Bitu Patnaik, former Orissa
state chief minister and veteran
Janata Dal leader, said: ‘The army
should take over the country in
view of the corruption among the
current breed of polticians’

B At the naval shipyards sec-
tions of the police and civil serv-
ants are in dispute over pay. The
price of bread has doubled in
some parts of India. The labour
minister has assured business-
men that he will not allow any
union militancy to get in the way
of economic growth.

Autonomous
Refugee Centre —
Hackney (ARCH)

From the Colin Roach Centre

A NETWORK of refugee organi-
sations, church groups, squatters
and supporters have occupied the
old magistrates’ court on Stoke
Newington High Street, Hackney,
next to the Halkevi centre, as an
emergency night shelter/refugee
centre. The building has been un-
occupied for years and is being
made habitable by volunteers.

From 5 February, thousands of
asylum seekers lost their rights to
benefit. People seeking asylum
are often escaping torture and
persecution. They are fleeing
oppressive regimes like Nigeria,
Turkey, Algeria — dictatorships
supported politically and eco-
nomically by the British govern-
ment.

Asylum seekers have a genu-
ine fear of deportation and are
increasingly being harassed,
criminalised and imprisoned in
detention centres and jails.

Without benefit, these people
will be destitute and vulnerable.
About 2500 people will be

affected each month, and up to
36,000 will be affected in the first
year.

But this is not simply an
attack on refugees. The govern-
ment is attacking all benefits and
services — for the young, the
disabled, the unemployed, single
parents.... They are using racism
to justify this attack. If they suc-
ceed, they divide us all and leave
us defenceless.

Church groups have begun
organising some practical sup-
port but the scale of this attack is
overwhelming. The seriousness of
this situation for tens of thou-
sands of refugees and their fami-
lies has barely been recognised in
the national media.

Charity is not enough. For real
resistance against this legislation
we need to take practical direct
action to defend ourselves.

We are launching an appeal
for donations of food, bedding,
utensils, as well as more volun-
teers and donations of money. If
due to this legislation you need
somewhere to live, or advice on
fighting eviction, a telephone
contact is Squatters Action for
Secure Homes (SQUASH):
0171-226 8938.

More information on the cam-
paign at the Colin Roach Centre:
0181-533 7111.
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BY DANIEL ROBERTSON

AN UNPLEASANT development
in the Newbury campaign
ainst the by-pass has been the
increasing use of violent and ille-
gzl methods by security guards.
Benders (improvised tents) have
been forn down and more
protesters are reporting heavy-
Banded tactics.

We delivered 6 trays of soft
drinks (to complaints of where's
the beer then!) and spoke to peo-
ple at the visitors’ area. We were
struck by their reasoned intelli-
gent arguments and efficient
organisation — they are not at all
the rabble that the media wants
fo portray.

The guards have been fed fan-
tastic stories about the protesters.
These range from lying claims
that they are paid £30 a day by
Greenpeace to accounts of
unpleasant and bizarre personal
habits like platted arm pits! We
found everyone we met friendly
and helpful and very ‘together’.

Joe told us: ‘A load of us were
up Skinners Green on Thursday
when they were cutting down
some lovely oaks — hundreds of
years old. They started using
their bully-boy tactics.

‘Some of them are all right, but
this one guy told me to get off the
embankment. I was forced down
and slipped to the ground where
one of them grabbed my ankle
and started to push me along.

I insisted on being allowed to
make my own way but they were
determined on being violent’
Support was growing. ‘There are
lots of people from all over the
country coming down and the
numbers are growing.’

Fred explained what the road
builders were doing: ‘They have
to clear the trees by March when
the birds come back to nest. We
are holding them up a lot. Some
days they get only 10 trees down;
but other days it might be 100!

The route is only being cleared
at present — the main contracts
for road building have not been
awarded yet.

Friends of the Earth know
who the possible contractors are
and have organised a pressure
campaign to force them to pull
out.

We went on to discuss the
decline of public transport:
‘What's going on here is the front
line between road building and
public transport.

‘Some big towns have good
transport, say a bus to a railway
station, but out of town it
becomes more and more sparse.

‘Buying a ticket is like a night-
mare. Can you use it all the way
on the route now? Different com-
panies charge different fares.

‘In one case I know of, the price
of a ticket from A to B is £3
greater than to C which is beyond
B. People get cheap tickets for C
but get off at B, but if you get
caught you're fined £1007

Later we visited the confron-
tation site. A long stretch of
woodland has been demolished
leaving scenes like a battle field.

The protesters have con-
structed around 25 camps along

the by-pass route to obstruct the
tree felling and many more are
planned.

These consist of tents both on
the ground and up in the trees —
we watched these being con-
structed. The tree tents are con-
nected above ground by long

A ‘bender’
aerial walkways that look pre-
carious but make defending the
trees successful.

The devastation passes around
these defended areas and is
clearly obstructing the by-pass’s
construction. The police will have
to physically evict these deter-

Workers Press

Newbury protesters fight on

mined people. We were also
struck by the beauty of the wood-
land which is being destroyed.
This is original deciduous forest
which is increasingly rare in Bri-
tain.

The threatened road passes
through a series of nature reserve
areas destroying populations of
rare wildlife, including colonies
of dormice which are declining in
numbers so rapidly that they
have European Union-protected
status.

The devastation that is being
imposed on this beautiful area
has to be seen to understand the
anger of the protesters.

Friends of the Earth have cir-
culated a press statement to the
ambassadors of 10 top tropical
rainforest countries pointing out
the British government’s
hypocrisy.

The countries oppressed by
multinationals and imperialist
countries are regularly lectured
about preserving their forests —
difficult when you've got limited
resources — but unnecessary
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destruction for a luxury like an
additional road is sanctioned

when it isat home.
The by-pass is part of a
national trunk road system

designed to encourage freight to
be carried by lorry when this
traffic could be moved onto the
rail system.

Instead privatisation of rail is
going to lead to the closing of
more lines and the shifting of
even more traffic onto the roads.

Part of the by-pass route para-
doxically follows an old, environ-
mentally unobtrusive railway
line — closed by Beeching.

B A protest walk along the
route is planned for Saturday 11
February. Details available from
0990 224488. Julian Cope will be
presenting a benefit concert
that evening at Shepherds Bush
Empire. Tickets £10, bookings
0181-740 7474.

Workers Press will be visit-
ing the protest again soon. Any
readers who would like to come
with us should send a note c/o
Workers Press.

No cover-up of war

crimes in Bosnia!

The Bosnia Solidarity Campaign is launching an inquiry into the filthy role played by Western
governments in condoning genocide. Seventy people came to a meeting in London on 29
January to demand no cover-up over the Bosnia war crimes (photo, Marg Nicol). The
campaign intends to launch the inquiry in a few weeks at the House of Commons. If you can
help, come to the meetings, every Monday 7pm at IVC, Cubitts Yard, off James Street, near
Covent Garden Market. BRONWEN HANDYSIDE writes on why the war-crimes tribunal in the

SINCE the implementation of the
US imposed Dayton ‘peace agree-
ment’ in Bosnia, journalists have
been able to penetrate former
Serb-controlled areas, and the
existence of at least three sepa-
rate mass-grave sites have been
reported in the British press.

These are in addition to the US
satellite pictures of the grave
near Srebrenica.

Local witnesses say that all of
these graves contain many thou-
sands of bodies. In west Bosnia,
the Llubija mine is reputed to
contain 8,000 corpses. Near Brcko,
north eastern Bosnia, less than
100 yards from the main road,
locals led journalists to a grave
said to contain 3,000 people. Other
graves are said to be nearby.

The US government’s chief
war-crimes investigator trav-
elled along with journalists to a
mass grave site in Glogova, again
in the north east of Bosnia, where
2000 victims are reported to be
buried. Most of the people in Glo-
gova are said to have been
slaughtered en masse in the
nearby Kravica warehouse.

These graves, and others like
them contain the bodies of the 20
to 30,000 people who went ‘miss-
ing’ in Bosnia over the last three
years.

The graves are evidence, along
with thousands of eyewitness
accounts by survivors of ethnic
cleansing, that Serbian fascists
carried out a conscious policy of
genocide during the conflict.

Atrocities

Atrocities were committed by
Croatian nationalists, but not on
the same scale.

What steps are being taken to

. gzther evidence on these hideous

i

war crimes — to prosecute the
criminals, to bring justice for the
wictims, fo end the frightful
uncertainty for families and
friends of the missing?

The Hague war-crimes tri-
1 was set up by the UN.
ver good intentions law-

| yers working for the tribunal

may have, it is vastly hampered
by l=ck of funds and resources.
havan, a tribunal

e=id =t =

= said at a meeting in
Lo weeks ago: “The
d We will not

e bodies or

Hague will not get the real criminals or achieve real justice for the people of Bosnia

RN/

so far been indicted, there were at
least 5,000 more who should be.

At Dayton the Bosnian gov-
ernment called for the occupying
forces (IFOR) to have the power
to arrest indicted criminals, and
transfer them for trial.

This was ferociously opposed
— for obvious reasons — by
Croatian and Serbian presidents
Tudjman and Milosevic. In the
last four days of the negotiations,
the US, British, French, and Ger-
man governments exerted huge
pressure on the Bosnian presi-
dent to withdraw this request.

Most of the mass graves are in
Bosnian Serb territory, and are
watched and guarded by Bosnian
Serb forces.

The only power at present
which can investigate, or protect
investigators are the occupying
armies — but as they keep point-
ing out, according to the Dayton

= t in January:
NATO is not, I repeat, NATO is
going to provide specific

—

now

antee security, for teams investi-
gating these [mass grave]sites’

Meanwhile, evidence is being
covered up. It is reported that
Serbian nationalists are digging
up the bodies from the Llubija
mine, crushing them in mining
machinery, pouring destructive
chemicals over them, and rebury-
ing them under tons of earth and
rocks.

Judge Goldstone, chief pros-
ecutor for the tribunal, is com-
plaining that the Serbian
government is refusing all coop-
eration in the search for war
criminals, as is Tudjman of Croa-
tia.

Broader

The Guardian editorial of 31
January sheds some light on this
feet dragging WATO allies need
Milosevic i T
imple

broader wh

The US, with the assistance of
the other Great Powers, imposed
the Dayton agreement on the
people of Bosnia.

bombing which preceded it,
appeared at the point where the
Bosnian and Croation armies
were gaining big victories on the
way to winning back the whole of
Bosnia.

It is a treaty made with war
criminals, which legitimises the
ethnic division of the country,
and brutally suppresses the inde-
pendence of the Bosnian people
and their desire to lead a multi-
ethnic life.

The Americans and the rest of
the Great Powers have no inten-
tion of rocking this carefully con-
structed boat by seriously
pursuing genocidal statesmen.
Indeed they have rewarded them
by presenting them with half of
Bosnia.

If they did so, they would have
to start by indicting Milosevic
and Tudjman — and themselves
as the greatest criminals of all.

It was the leaders of imperial-
ism — Britain in particular —
who opposed the lifting of the
embargo, allowing a
defenceless people to be s
tered. Their agent, the UN, 1

arm

e
people into the ‘safe
abandoned them —

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

SINCE stepping into Bosnia and
Herzegovina to enforce its Day-
ton peace agreement, the US
government has shown about as
much respect for the law and
legitimate national feelings as

some TUN Protection Force
drivers showed careering
through Bosnian towns.

The arrogance of the US com-
manded Implementation Force
(IFOR) has been seen and noted.

‘In a typically American man-
ner, IFOR commander Admiral
Leighton Smith has launched a
media campaign aimed at secur-
ing support for his soldiers in the
field and making their task eas-
ier, said a Sarajevo television
commentator.

A newspaper, the Voice of
Peace, in Cyrillic and Roman
type, was being printed at
NATOQ’s Naples base for distribu-
tion throughout Bosnia.

‘In addition to the newspaper,
IFOR has launched a radio sta-
tion. It is run by American
marines, who are very helpful. Its
programming is currently very
simple — 18 hours of mainly rock
music with occasional newscasts.’

The Americans also planned to
set up transmitters in Tuzla,
Zenica and Banja Luka. This was
alright, the Sarajevo television
station commented, because the
state of Bosnia-Herzegovina
upheld the freedom of the press.

]
piracy
‘HOWEVER, IFOR did not feel it
was necessary to seek any kind of
permission, i.e. it did not feel the
need to respect the basic proce-
dure envisaged by international
regulations in the sphere of
telecommunications....

‘Therefore, the state commit-
tee for co-operation with the UN
has lodged an energetic protest
with Admiral Smith....

‘The key provision of the Day-
ton agreement provides for the
territorial integrity and
sovereignty of Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina. This somewhat pirate man-
ner in which IFOR began its
media activity in our country
could not be described as very
firm support for sovereignty.

It was reported last month
that a CIA team had arrived in
Bosnia to ‘take care of the bad
guys and co-operate with the
good guys. The CIA experts
would be working with US mili-
tary intelligence officers, but a
former state department official
warned that intellgence opera-
tions ‘may draw you into Bosnian
internal affairs more deeply than
you would like’,

While the US forces set up
their media to influence people in
Bosnia, American GIs arriving
near Tuzla were given briefings
telling them not to listen to what
local people told them. US troops
in Bosnia have been forbidden to
use local shops, bars and cafes.
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W is Castro’s Cuba faring, allow-
the ‘enterprise culture’ into its
pned economy? Not very well,
prding to Ron Ridenour in the
rning Star (2 February).
L¥ter three decades of US block-
. and the collapse of the Soviet-led
pecon market, Cuba’s sugar indus-
faces a $300 million debt for fer-
ger, pesticides, spares and other
ps. making net profit from this
r's harvest most unlikely.
[he one-time dream of escaping
m 2 colonial one-crop economy has
n achieved, in a mock sort of way.
prism is now the top earner. Sugar
tkers’ wages have fallen behind,
| with them their incentive to pro-
e more.
Dnce the dollar was decrimi-
jsed on 23 July 1993 and a free
rket established for many prod-
s and services, vendors and per-
g with transportation means — be
} car, a horse, burro or goat —
an accumulating capital, earning
e day, as the president pointed
. what a doctor or teacher earns in
pnth’
Ihe government has not legalised
idential rents,’ Ridenour says, ‘but
gl hinted that it may do so in order
the state to obtain taxes and thus
efit from what is happening ille-
. But the commander-in-chief is
happy about this turn of events!
22s ‘Only Fools and Horses'
ched Cuba? Citing an up-and-
ling winemaker, a TV repairman
b overcharged probably using
res stolen from state workshops,
| officials who rent out cars and
s the government gave them, Cas-
warned they'd all be paying tax in
pre.
L sociologist says ‘the new times
'making people think individual-
gally’. Ridenour says the resulting
ral deterioration ‘is obvious to any
pana resident’
[ ess than a year ago, for instance,
city bought over 2,000 refuse bins
2000 more were donated by soli-
ity workers abroad. The objective
§ 1o clean up the ever-present,
jIndant rubbish on city streets. No
tzined improvement has been
fe Many of the bins' wheels are
en for private use and people con-
ge to throw their rubbish any-
ere it pleases them, just as they
pe water taps and electriclights on
gn not in use’
sounds like ‘socialist’ Cuba is expe-
acing some of the decay we've seen
=pitalist Britain. Speeches by ‘the
smander-in-chief’ telling people
inot happy, are as unlikely to stop
rot as preaching from hypocriti-
Labour leaders here. Workers’
pocracy and control are what’s

est we forget

ILINIST hacks are denouncing
| Loach’s Land and Freedom.
i recycling all their old lies,
gring militant Barcelona work-
were ‘fascist agents’, and slander-
the POUM and anarchist militia
mards, they resort to phoney out-
. claiming Loach’s film ‘insults’
g who served in the International

=de.
fter Bob Armstrong came back
pded from Spain, to work for
mdents’ aid, Communist Party
ger= took him to heckle meetings
tfence of Leon Trotsky. It worked
| Armstrong developed his own
= on what had happened in
B got expelled from the CP, and

Which way t
arty for

Significance of Stalinism’s

AT A recent Socialist Labour Party
meeting in Manchester, one speaker
said that its formation was the most
significant thing that had happened
in British politics since the war. I
disagree.

The most significant thing has
been that capitalism has reached a
crisis, not just in Britain but across
the world, in which one of its main
pillars of support — the Soviet
bureaucracy — could no longer
maintain the fraud that it was ‘build-
ing socialism in one country’!

This bureaucracy was not just
capitalism’s main force of social con-
trol in Eastern Europe. Across the
world it was a powerful shackle on
the labour movement as a whole.

The emergence of New Labour,
provoking the formation of Socialist
Labour, is a result of this capitalist
crisis and its impossibility of offer-
ing reforms. In addition, the main
left-wing prop of the Labour Party
— the myth of ‘socialism in one coun-
try’ — has been kicked away.

In the past Scarill’s world view —
support for the Labour Party and the
tyrants of Eastern Europe — must
have helped keep thousands of peo-
ple in the Labour Party.

The working-class struggle in the
dock strike in Liverpool or in Work-
ers Aid for Bosnia is every bit as sig-
nificant an indicator of underlying
change as the fact that Arthur
Scargill could no longer persuade
people that the place to be was in the
Labour Party.

The formation of the Socialist
Labour Party is only one symptom of
this great world change. But, will the
Socialist Labour Party help the
working class take advantage of cap-
italism’s crisis?

From the recent SLP meeting in
Manchester I don’t think so. It will
certainly recruit members over the
coming months. But it duplicates the
relationship between the working
class and ‘the party’ that flourished
under Stalin and continued since by
nearly all left groups, including the
Trotskyist ones.

The ‘party’ decides, the class joins
as individuals and acts only through
the party.

How else can I interpret the open-
ing of the meeting in Manchester
where the chair Paul Hardman,; of
Lancs. NUM, said he was not going to
allow any discussion about whether
it was the right time to set up a new

party or if it had been set up in the
right way? How can you open a
meeting by banning such a discus-
sion of tactics?

Everyone in the room had been
socialists for donkey’s years and had
so far made little progress in the.
‘project’. A new leader, a new name, a
new enthusiasm was supposed to
substitute for thought about these
problems.

you can join and change it we were
told. Socialist Workers’ Party mem-
bers, despite their childish disagree-
ments, must have felt at home. This
was ‘party’ as they knew it.

(SWP members welcomed the new
party and then proceeded to give a
stupid lecture on how the class
struggle was on the streets and on
the picket lines. They implored
Socialist Labour to give up its elec-
tioneering strategy.)

Those who have not been able to
cope with the world since the demise
of the Communist Party or the good
‘0Old’ Labour Party will be happy to
find a new home.

Many Labour Party members and ex-members will probably gravitate to the views of Arthur Scargill
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Some workers who are seriously
} trying to address the problems of the
working class will try to make the
| SLP their party and will have to con-
front the fact that it has been born
with the bureaucratic conception
ithat the working class is a passive
.object needing to be under the con-
trol of a party.
. The debate about the constitution
‘excluding parties is an important
‘one but flows from the SLP’s politi-
cal perspectives. In reality there are
‘no socialist parties in Britain to be
excluded. There may be many organ-
\isations that call themselves parties
but their smallness makes them all
ifactions within the working-class
movement.
| The SLP is not excluding parties
but is really saying that it will not
permit the existence of tendencies
Land different points of view within
its ranks. But this is exactly the task
tthat needs to be undertaken: The
‘building of an organisation in which
all those in struggle can unite, across
the world, while discussing and
working through all the differences
that must exist.

In Britain, the Liverpool dockers,
the anti-road protesters, Workers
Aid for Bosnia, defenders of educa-
‘tion, Militant Labour asylum pro-
}testers etc. — all these can and must
‘be united in struggle. In the patient
'work of uniting, policies, constitu-
‘tions, forms of organisation, types of
| ‘leadership’ can all be worked over.

Martin Roberts

TI—IERE is a feeling developing
[w1th1n our movement that demands
political expression. Trade union
bureaucrats and reformists may
block, attempt to head off and neuter
this movement, but the struggle will
out.

| The class struggle reveals itself in
Ematn},r ways: wildcat strikes with
union bosses kow towing before
capitalist laws; the magnificent anti-
Lpoll—tax fight with the working class
fighting a national battle against the
Labour and trade union leaderships;
Fand the countless local struggles
against the interests of big business
on the enivornment, motorways,
tuxic-waste dumping ...

Many involved in these fights
have never been involved in politics
before. They may not see their fights
tln an overtly class-conscious way.
}But in developing their struggles,
they give them an independent
political expression and refuse to
subordinate themselves to the tradi-
tional Labour and trade union lead-
erships.

How do we, as the revolutionary
left, develop class consciousness and
build unity of purpose among the
disparate fighting sections of our
class. How do we avoid the oft-
srepeated sectarian and holier than
Lthou mistakes of the past?

MANY Labour Party members and
ex-members will probab 1=
o the views of Arthur Scargill Thes

O hew socia
orking
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Demonstratlon in Alexanderplatz Berlm 4 November 1939 The collapse of Stallmsm has created a new suuatlon for the

working class by removing one of its main shackles in Eastern Europe and the rest of the world

are socialists in the sense of the sort
of society they aspire to. But they
have a wholly reformist perspective.
They hark back to ‘Old Labour’ a
more vociferous but still basically
parliamentary gradualism.

They do not yet understand that it
was ‘Old Labour’ that laid the basis
for ‘New Labour’.

But, their experiences at the
hands of Blair & Co, and the inabil-
ity of the system to provide further
meaningful reforms, gives them and
us the opportunity for developing a
more revolutionary outlook.

Capitalism is in such a crisis that
the bureaucratic and left reformist
tendencies can’t turn back the clock,
even if they tried.

SCARGILL’s baggage train will no
doubt contain ex-Stalinist remnants:
Morning Star supporters, the Com-
munist Party of Britain, the New
Communist Party and other ex-CP
fellow travellers

Their leaders will still peddle the
reformist and reactionary politics of
the old CP programme: the ‘British
Road to Socialism’, ete. But, many in
iro-Communist CP orEan -
v be won to a more revolu-

.ne non Ex

strait-jacket of Stalinism. Should a
united front with these forces not be
built, the alternative is that two, not
one, new socialist party will be
founded.

TO BUILD unity on the left and win
left reformists to revolution, the best
way is to work with people in strug-
gle. Through joint struggles people
come to respect and listen to other
views and become less vitriolic.

Once our comrades are known as
hard-working fellow fighters, they
are more inclined to listen to and be
won to a revolutionary stance than
to be won by those who merely sling
invective from the sidelines.

In the anti-poll-tax struggle, Trot-
skyists, anarchists, Labour Party and
CP members fought together.

At that time, I was in the Commu-
nist Party of Britain. There was a
party directive not to get involved in
case it upset Labour councils! But
several of us got involved in spite of
this.

At there furious

first were

debates in the anti-poll-tax group,
but over tlme I began to regard my
Trotskyis
*"12" ters as ::»e"‘

and anarchist fellow
comrades than the

have been won to
not been for the

pect forged in that

we will never win them over. It is
imperative that some sort of organi-
sational unity, some kind of united
front, is made for the opportunities
which now present themselves.

NEVER has the reformist left been so
disillusioned with the party they
clinged to for decades. Never have
Stalinism’s followers been so weak,
shaken and potentially more open to
a non-sectarian Trostkyist position.

For example there is a large
minority of the Communist Party of
Britain that totally opposes its pro-
gramme as being reformist. Rarely
since the war, has there been such a
plethora of independent struggles
and fighters emerging as in the
recent period.

Most, if not all of these forces are
winnable. First, to unity in struggle
in a new party. Ultlmatelv to unity
for revolution!

SOCIALISTS call for workers’ unity,
say that ‘unity is strength’, and
demand that workers of the world
unite. Yet these socialists belong to a
myriad of left parties, many are sec-
tarian beyond belief and refuse to
talk, let alone work together

It is time to put aside such infan-

It is time to put aside infantile sectarianism!

often spend more time attacking
each other than the class enemy. This
only disillusions and confuses
emerging class fighters.

If we are serious about class unity
we must be prepared to bury the
hatchet. We must learn to debatein a
unified framework and respect dif-
ferences even where we still disa-
gree.

We do not deserve the title ‘van-
guard’ if we can’t achieve what we're
asking the class to do.

The prerequisite for leading a
united movement must be the build-
ing of that unity from the start. Dif-
ferences will remain, but healthy
debate in a united party will be a
pole apart from the vitriol which
many self-styled revolutionary par-
ties direct at one another.

Let us practice what we preach
Let us work with others on the left
and build a new united front, a new
truly socialist party.

I applaud the co-operation in the
‘Liaison Committee’ between mw
organisation, the Workers Interna
tion League (LIT/CI), and the Wi
ers International as a crucial
toward a united world wo
party. But, organisational wumit;
should be achiev ed as soon as po




Fraudulent
morality

UNLIKE some proponents of ‘a
universal morality, standing
above classes’, my old friend
Brian Pearce is neither a fool nor

a scoundrel.
But in his letter last week,
doubtless carried away by

polemic zeal, he uses a technique
that verges on sleight of hand
when he quotes this passage from
Trotsky’s posthumously pub-
lished notebooks: ‘Lenin created
the apparatus. The apparatus cre-
ated Stalin’

Brian glosses ‘apparatus’ as

‘the Soviet bureaucracy’, as if .

those two expressions were syn-
onymous. But if Trotsky, always a
careful writer, meant ‘the Soviet
bureaucracy’ why didn't he put
that?

Much of his work, from the
mid-1920s on, was devoted to ana-
lysing how the Soviet bureauc-
racy, far from being anyone's
creation, had arisen out of a defi-
nite set of social conditions.

Trotsky was the last person to
claim that Lenin, or anyone else,
had ‘created’ this caste. By ‘ap-
paratus’ he surely had in mind
the Communist Party apparatus,
Stalin’s control over which was
indeed giving Lenin ‘premoni-
tions’ — and more than just ‘pre-
monitions’, for from his deathbed
he advised the party to “find a
way of removing Stalin’.

Brian refers to the killing of
‘the Romanov children’.

(How old, by the way, were
these ‘children? Perhaps Brian
would enlighten us. Two years or
so before he was killed, the
voungest, the tsarevich Alexis,
was certainly old enough to wear
military uniform and carry a
rifle with fixed bayonet, and
there is a photograph of him per-
forming military duties in Paul
Bulygin, The Murder of the
Romanovs, Hutchinson, 1935.)

The ex-tsar and his family
were killed in Yekaterinburg on
16 July 1918, at an extremely
critical juncture in the civil war.

Backed and financed by
France and other western pow-
ers, the Czech legions, consisting
of former prisoners of war, were
advancing. In the previous month
they had taken the key town of
Samara. There was widespread
famine, with thousands dying of
starvation.

The possibility of the
Romanovs being used as a ‘living
banner' by the advancing coun-
ter-revolution was indeed a very
real one.

Eight months after taking
power, Lenin and the Bolsheviks
had constantly in mind the fate of
the Paris Commune less than 50
vears before,

At least 20,000 of the Com-
mune’s supporters had been mas-
sacred with the utmost savagery
when government troops entered
Paris and restored ‘order’. The
Commune had been drowned in
blood.

Onee in power, Lenin and the
Bolsheviks certainly had no
choice but to hold on to it by
every means at their disposal.
They saw themselves as having
begun the world socialist revolu-
tion, and they believed there was
2 very real prospect of a revolu-
tionary upsurge of the German
workers soon coming to their aid.

THE working-class movement
cannot and does not sully a noble
cause by emulating the manifold
cruelties and barbarities of its
enemies. But when those ruthless
enemies are at its throat it does
what has to be done.

Revolution by its very nature
deals with its enemies and their
supporters firmly and, when nec-
essary, ruthlessly. It has to, if it is
not to suffer the fate that
Adolphe Thiers and his Versailles
government meted out to the
Communards.

The essence of revolutionary
morality is that the interests of
the revolution come first, since on
the victory of the revolution
depends nothing less than the
future of humanity.

To say this is not the same as
s=ying that the end justifies the

PERSONAL
COLUMN

means. For means which are
inappropriate to a given end pro-
duce not the desired end but
quite other, unintended results.

The logic of Brian's letter is
that the Bolshevik Party should
not have taken power. That
would have suited world capital-
ism very well And from the
standpoint of ‘a universal moral-
ity, standing above classes’, it
would no doubt have been the
right thing to do.

But from the standpoint of
revolutionary morality, it would
have been a betrayal of socialist
principles and of decades of bit-
ter self-sacrificing struggle.

In practice, in a society
divided into hostile classes, ‘a uni-
versal morality, standing above
classes’ justifies the haves against
the have-nots, the exploiters
against the exploited. That is why
itisa fraud.

Hillman as
| knew him

HAVING known the late Ellis
Hillman for some 45 years, [ add a
few random recollections to last
week’s tribute by Charlie Pottins.

Ellis and I first met at a debate
— arranged, I think, by a north
London Jewish youth organisa-
tion — at which I represented the
Hampstead branch of the Young
Communist League,

From then on, in his genially
provocative way, he would hiss
‘Stalin! at me whenever we
encountered each other, as we
sometimes did in the Hampstead
library, then at the corner of
Arkwright Road. Convinced until
1955 that Trotskyists were a sub-
set of fascists, I took no notice.

In 1957, with the launch of The
Newsletter, I found myself in the
same organisation as Ellis. In
standing up as as he did to Gerry
Healy and his bully-boys he dis-
played a fortitude that I lacked.

Many of the Healy anecdotes
he told me in later years, when we
had a cup of tea together on his
occasional visits to the British
Library reading room, were
highly colourful.

While I've no doubt his stories
were accurate in all essentials,
Ellis as a raconteur did have a
flair for what might be called
creative embroidery — as well as
for whimsical judgments punctu-
ated with the reiterated question:
‘Am I right?

His extra-political interests
were far broader and more var-
ied than left-wing politicians are
generally credited with. Charlie
Pottins mentioned two of them:
Lewis Carroll and the Flat Earth
Society. Another was under-
ground London, including the
‘lost’ rivers: the Fleet, the Tyburn,
the Effra, and others.

Into this subject Ellis dug
deeply, as it were, and fruitfully.
With Richard Trench he wrote
London wunder London (John
Murray, 1984; new edition 1993);
and two or three years ago he
helped arrange an exhibition on
the subject at the Building Centre
in Store Street.

The last time I saw Ellis was at
the Conway Hall. Resplendent in
his mayoral chain of office, he
was chairing a memorial meeting
for Frank Ridley, veteran secu-
larist, historian, and iconoclast.

Ridley had spent the evening
of his life in an old people’s home.
Well into his tenth decade, and
having outlived all his contempo-
raries, he had few visitors. But
Ellis Hillman brightened the old
man’s last days by going to see
him every week.

This untrumpeted, almost
stealthy, kindness was an unex-
pected facet of Ellis's complex
personality.

Peter Fry®

Video review

Political undercurrents

FOR a good overview of current
grass roots campaigns this inno-
vative new video magazine can-
not be beaten. It is produced
quarterly from video films sent
in by activists.

The earliest editions tended to
focus on UK green and eivil
rights campaigns. Issues 3 and 4
have widened the scope to cover
wider community and jobs issues
in the UK and abroad.

They describe themselves as ‘a
video magazine that provides
media support to groups working
on environmental and social jus-
tice issues and helps them to cre-
ate, control, and distribute their
own television and video footage'.
As this suggests they also provide
training and support for activists
wishing to learn camcorder tech-
niques.

Issue 4 runs for over 80 min-

utes and covers a wealth of topics.

It starts with an investigation
of the Labour Party’s attitude to
the Criminal Justice Act. Various
‘celebrities’ are interviewed at
the annual conference.

Michael Meacher makes no
comment; Roy Hattersley is
offensively rude to the inter-
viewer and suggests that no one
cares about the CJA. A shot of
Blair shows his speech claiming
‘law and order’ as a Labour issue.

The point is made that with no
effective opposition in parlia-
ment the struggle must take to
the streets.

A further feature shows police
using the CJA to arrest a whole
van full of hunt saboteurs on the
suspicion that one of them
sounded a hunting horn from
within the van to confuse fox
hunters.

The aggressive (and largely
illegal) behaviour of the police is

clearly recorded. This shows the
value of camcorders to activists.
The police are seen using cam-
corders to record demonstrators
on several sections of Undercur-
rents 4 — why not turn the
tables?

The damaging impact of the
Job Seekers Allowance on the
unemployed is reviewed.

Several protests at Training
Agencies or Compulsory Train-
ing Workshops are shown — half
of the JSA pilot schemes have
been successfully stopped by
union resistance.

An hilarious feature on ‘crap
arrests’ lists some of the more
crazy pretexts on which demon-
strators have recently been
arrested, including throwing
orange peel at a lorry, swearing
at a lorry, criminal damage to a
tape measure, and striking a
police officer with a woolly hat!

The merits of women-only
campaigns are reviewed by look-
ing at a range of current cam-
paigns.

‘Women look at things in a
more holistic way and see the
interconnectedness of different
issues’ Direct action is promoted
as reaching more people than
parliamentary lobbying.

A telling point made is that 25
per cent of women offenders are
jailed for a first offence compared
with only 5 per cent of men.

The Media Foundation makes
alternative adverts for Canadian
TV.

A brilliant example slates
voodoo (ie. bourgeois) economics
for reducing definitions of eco-
nomic success to Gross National
Product figures. Oil spills,
destroying forests and diagnos-
ing cancer are all activities which
add to GNP. A plea is made for

economic indicators that reflect
reality.

In a dig at the moronic obses-
sions of the bourgeois media con-
trast is drawn between massive
headline TV news coverage of
Princess Diana’s visit to Argen-
tine, extending even to a discus-
sion of the dinner menu, with
some of the many news stories TV
chose to ignore that evening.

These included 300,000 work-
ers marching in France, Haiti
police killing demonstrators,
Chechen separatists planting
nuclear waste in the centre of
Moscow and the UK being the
only country to vote against anti-
rascist European Union legisla-
tion.

The continuing resolve to
fight of mining communities is
reflected in a campaign against
open cast mining in the village of
Sharlston. The pit was closed by
Heseltine on the pretext that
there is no demand for coal and
yet months later a plan to start
open mine in the village was
announced.

Pollution

These growing numbers of
open mines employ far fewer
workers and are a ploy to destroy
mining communities. The village
will be affected by massive levels
of dust pollution as well as noise.
The village is proud of its mining
history and was solid in 1926, 1972,
1974 and 1984-5.

It continues its tradition of
struggle with weekly planning
meetings and campaigns.
Heseltine’s front lawn was even
dug up to give him a taste of his
own medicine. They are realistic,
after an unfavourable enquiry,
but determined.

‘If we get defeated on this one,
it'll make us feel like fighting for
others around us’ Future possi-
bilities include direct action at
the site — this is where road pro-
testers and the working class
meet!

The film then turns to the
tragie history of events in Ogoni-
land. Footage taken by local
activists trained in camcorder
use shows horrific atrocities com-
mitted by Shell’s friends in the
Nigerian army against unarmed
demonstrators. Hundreds have
been murdered.

Demonstrators are seen vent-
ing their anger at Shell outside
their London HQ. A final plea is
made — ‘What will you do to sup-
port the Ogoni struggle?

The final section is ‘Street
News' — a compendium of short
clips of a wide range of activities.

Included are RUC violence
against Catholic demonstrators
in Ulster, 200000 on the ‘Gay
Pride’ demo that was ignored by
the media, anti-cars campaigns,
and the struggle of the Hilling-
don hospital workers against

massive wage cuts — ‘We will
fight to the last — I will not sell
myself for slave wages.

If a picture can paint a thou-
sand words then this 80-minute
film can paint a picture of the
thousands of people being pulled
into political campaigns around
S0 many issues.

Undercurrents is a great way
of following their work — and
could contribute to the sharing of
lessons, tactics and resources.
Vidéo contributions are being
sought for issue 5.

B Undercurrents 4 costs
£7.49/£10.49 (unwaged/waged)
from 46 Rymers Lane, Oxford
0X4 3LB, tel: 01865 712521.

Obituaries

‘Poor man’s McGonagall’ who said ‘NO’!
John P. Mathieson (1919-95)

JOHN (or John P.) Mathieson, an
avid reader in recent years of
Workers Press, died at the end of
last year in hospital near his
Glenrothes home at the age of 76.

He was a stalwart of the
labour movement in Fife, going
back to the days when, unlike any
other area of Britain, it sent a
Communist Party member to
Westminster at two consecutive
general elections.

West Fife was where Willie
Gallacher won in 1935 and 1945,
whereas home for Mathieson was
always east of what is now the
M90. Born in Buckhaven on 2
January 1919, his early memories
were all of Kirkcaldy where his
parents moved soon after his
birth.

Mathieson was secretary for
25 years of the Kirkcaldy and Dis-
trict trades council, at a time
when it was still an influential
body, co-ordinating the fight
against the rundown of the pits

in the 1950s and 1960s. But the key
to his commitment to working-
class principles — which led him
to join the Communist Party in
the late 1930s and to leave it in the
mid-1970s — can be found in his
childhood.

He was brought up within
sight, sound — and smell — of a
linoleum factory, an iron works
and linen manufacturer.

At primary school he won the
dux’s prize, and the traditional
script for a bright, working-class,
Scots lad would have had him
going on to university and a pro-
fession. But his parents, unable to
raise their sights above a horizon
determined by relentless pov-
erty, did not encourage him.

Mathieson's grandfather, a
socialist, pacifist and local
character, known as ‘auld Jeck’,
introduced him to left-wing lit-
erature, and when the new Kirk-

caldy public library opened in
the early 1930s, he was in the
reading room on the first night.

He found Marx’s Capital hard
at that time, and became a devo-
tee of George Bernard Shaw and
Hannen Swaffer's column in the
Daily Herald.

In his later years, Mathieson
was to join the ranks of popular
socialist  writers, primarily
through his highly personal
political verses, published widely
in the local press and in national
left-wing journals, including
Workers Press. One of his proud-
est moments was the launch of a
book of these verses, Life As I
See It,last November.

In one poem, Mathieson mod-
estly declares: ‘To be a Byron or a
Shelley I will not aspire/.../ A
“poor man's McGonagall” is all I'll
ever be'. But, particularly when
read aloud, the poems have the

Brian
Lowe
1950-96

BRIAN LOWE was a member of
the Workers Revolutionary Party
in Leicester until his early death
from cancer. Recruited as a teen-
ager into the Young Socialists, he
kept a firm a allegiance to the
Trotskyist movement throughout
his adult life.

He worked with great loyalty
to the party in the pre-split days
before 1985. His unconforming
outlook kept him away from any
leading position and most of the
nonsense arising from the
bureaucratic deformities of the
party under the dominance of its
then leader G. Healy, who was
expelled in 1985. In the words of a
leading member of the time, ‘he
questioned things when none of
us were questioning’.

In 1985, Brian immediately
grasped the situation and was
outraged by the crimes that had
been carried on in his name, as he
saw it.

With no hesitation, he
declared himself a supporter of
Workers Press, and took respon-
sibility for sales of the paper in
Leicester town centre and, with
his partner Shirley and others in
the branch, in pubs around the
town.

When this type of political
work came to an end, it was not
because Brian and Shirley
dropped out, but because other
branch members found them-
selves active in other areas of
work.

Brian himself came to focus
more on work in his local commu-
nity and this work he carried out
as branch activity. He was always
conscious that he was first and
foremost a revolutionary with
responsibilities to a revolution-
ary organisation.

Brian had a turbulent young
life and spent a period of his life

in jail for the sort of ‘crimes’ that
young working-class men tend to
commit.

But, he had a firm grasp of
political essentials in the sense
that many in the ‘political’ world
of sects and reformist opportun-
ism and careerism would never
‘in a month of Sundays’ be able to
understand.

His unerring assessment of the
social forces present in meetings
meant that he was a constant and
reliable ally and a scourge to
bureaucratic = phrase-mongers
and sophisticated word-users.

He knew periods of great
hardship and poverty but, even
in the darkest days, he would sac-
rifice to find money to sustain
Workers Press or the fund, or
even to buy petrol to enable a sale
to take place.

Brian will be sadly missed and
we send our condolences to Shir-
ley and their young children,
Clare, Anthony and Leanne.

Paul Henderson
Secretary, Midlands WRP

capacity to appeal with simple
directness to a spirit of working-
class resistance.

Speakers at the book’s launch
included a left Labour MEP, a
prominent Fife Communist and a
Trotskyist — reflecting the kind
of unity in respect for an indi-
vidual which Mathieson always
thought should have been more
widely achievable,

He himself had to leave his
hospital bed to attend; but most
of us present did not anticipate
the sad news that he would die
within weeks on 17 December
1995.

A wage-labourer from the age
of 14, Mathieson, six years later,
made one of the shortest but most
influential speeches of his life.

During a famous strike in 1939
at Nairn’s linoleum works in
Kirkcaldy, one owner asked
assembled strikers whether any-
one wanted to go back to work.
Mathieson filled the -ensuing
silence with the one word, NO?,
and swung the meeting.

Earlier, as a young Co-opera-
tor and Communist, he had been
active organising support for the
Hunger Marches, and on one
occasion shared a platform with
the socialist veteran Tom Mann.

After the war — much of
which he spent as a POW in Aus-
tria — Mathieson was an activist
in the building workers’ union,
the AUBTW. He became a del-
egate to Kirkealdy trades council
and was soon its secretary.

Health problems forced him to
leave the building trade, and he
returned to formal education,
achieving an MA at Edinburgh
University in the 1960s and
becoming a schoolteacher.

It was then that he broke his
ties with the Communist Party,
declaring in one of his poems that
“Uncle Joe" had fooled me to/.../
Trotsky was right all along’.

Mathieson’s wife predeceased
him. Workers Press sends its con-
dolences to his companion of
recent years and his many friends
in Fife.

Terry Brotherstone
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THE need for a new socialist
party is now well and truly on
the agenda of every comrade who
thinks that the political system of
capitalism has to be brought to an
end Many comrades believe that
the way to build a leadership is to
work outside of the Labour Party,
while others think it is necessary
o work within the Labour Party.
Since the origin of life on our
planet every life form has had to
be organised for the purpose of
extracting from nature the
means of its survival and the
propagation of its species.
| In doing so it has itself acted
apon and changed its environ-
ment, making way not only for its
own extension but also for the
conditions under which new
forms develop. In this way there

" evolved more efficient ways of

acquiring food, and then, in the
most advanced forms of life, its
distribution through elementary
social organisation.

There have been in the devel-
opment of life on earth many
many changes, some of them
huge, changes which have altered
the very nature of life forms,
some taking millions of years.
Such changes are gradual, but
their ‘gradualness’ should not be
misunderstood.

For a meteor taking hundreds
of thousands of years travelling
through space, there is nothing
‘gradual’ when it hits a planet.
The impact and effects are imme-
diate, and in turn start further
gradual changes.

In the course of such evolution
emerges the species Homo sapi-
ens. But humanity now goes
through changes in its relation-
ship with the rest of nature.

These changes do not depend
on genetic mutations but on the
labour process (tool making, tool
using) in which humans enter
social relations with each other
and consciously transform,
through labour, their surround-
ings, and, in the process, change
their society to a point when a
surplus was being produced.
Then divisions began to appear
in the structure of society.

The state began to appear for
the purpose of protecting the
minority who took the surplus
and make sure they kept it.

Today the ruling class keep
hold of the surplus not only by
direct control but also by making
sure that the organisations which
claim to represent the needs of
the masses remain under the
influence and control of the rul-
ing class.

] [}
Crisis

The more the Tory party
comes into crisis the more the
ruling class needs the Labour
Party and the leadership of the
trade unions to discipline the
working class so as to protect the
profits, vast fortunes, and their
own ownership of the means of
production, distribution and
exchange.

But the Labour Party can no
longer rule by dispensing
reforms or representing the inde-
pendence of the trade unions in
parliament. Capitalism cannot
afford that kind of rule.

Tony Blair and his new
Labour Party claim that social-
ism is out of date and we have to
embrace a new, modern policy.
By this we can only assume that
he is saying capitalism is not out

scientists

NORMAN HARDING writes on the conference in
London sponsored by Workers Press on 16 March:
‘Crisis in the labour movement — the need for a
new socialist party’

of date but it is the Conservative
Party that is out of date and can
no longer be the protector of
capitalism.

Blair is saying to the ruling
class that New Labour will do the
job for them. But of course he has
to show that he means what he
says.

Blair has made many speeches
giving comfort to the banking
fraternity etc. Then to put some
meat round the bones he
organised the throwing out of
Clause Four from the Labour
Party constitution.

The Sunday Mirror comment
of 31 December 1995 (Labour
Party mouthpiece) had this to say
about Emma Nicholson. ‘Salute
Emma Nicholson, a woman of
substance. And, rarity of rarities,
a Tory politician of high princi-
ple, conviction, consistency, char-
acter and charm. It goes on: ‘In
short, Emma Nicholson embodies
every quality that the modern
Tory party has abandoned’

We will have to assume by this
that the Mirror thinks that the
‘old Tory party was one with
good qualities.

Set out next to this comment is
an article by Tony Blair. He has
this to say about the Tory party:
‘that it is divided beyond repair.
That it panders to the forces of
the extreme right wing. That it
has simply given up the One
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Nation tradition of conservatism’.

So here we have Blair, the
leader of the Labour Party,
attacking the Conservative Party
for abandoning a basic principle
of conservatism: One Nation (the
Tories' Clause Four). Blair says
that socialism is out of date,
Clause Four is out of date, yet he
is quite prepared to accept what
he called ‘an abandoned Tory
principle’.

Not only is this past its sell-by
date but it is past its eat-by date;
in fact it has gone rotten and
putrid.

Every comrade who carries on
the fight for the principles of
socialism has a hatred of Blair
and his cronies and will oppose
them at every opportunity using
all their emotion and bitterness
and their speaking, writing and
organisational skills, in whatever
field of activity or party they are
working in.

Necessity

But all of this has to stem from
the historical necessity of
socialism and not from any idea
that it is simply the case that
Blair is bad so let us struggle to
replace him by someone else who
will say things that are more
acceptable to our ears.

The call for all socialists and
militant trade unionists to attend
the 16 March Workers Press-
sponsored conference on the need
for a ‘new socialist party’ is so
very necessary.

1 feel very strongly that we
have to find ways of encouraging
scientists who study the develop-
ment of the universe, the solar
system, and the development of
all life on our planet to attend or
at least prepare articles for pub-
lication in Workers Press and any

S S e i s i

Workers’ movement
needs support from

agree to print them. When Dar-
win made his five-year trip on
the Beagle, the ship’s artist asked
him why he didn't just look at the
plants and birds and so on, and
simply enjoy their beauty.

Observe, and never mind all
this detailed study, such as why
does one type of bird have many
of its kind with a different shape
or size of beak. Be satisfied with
the work of God, Darwin was
told, and stop interfering with
His creations.

It is well known that workers
take a deep interest in scientific
programmes on TV. The series of
lectures given by Bronowski
some 40 years ago are my first
memory of such a programme
and it created a great deal of dis-
cussion and interest in the fac-
tory where I was working.

From that day, the list of such
lectures and documentaries
appearing on TV is a very long

Short

One such series I want to men-
tion, David Bellamy’s, so that we
can see where some of these sci-
entists fall short. Whether to
avoid upsetting the establish-
ment or because they cannot or
will not carry on their analyses
beyond a certain point, I do not
know. But it was a series watched
by millions of people.

After giving four or five lec-
tures on the development of plant
life, starting from the formation
of our planet, at the end of his last
lecture, as the sun set in the west,
he waved at the trees, the moun-
tains and the sun’s rays reflected
on the sea, turned to face the cam-
era, held both of his arms upward
and said ‘all this is the work of the
Creator’.

Nobody holding this point of
view could come to the conclu-
sion that for progress to be made
all life has had to change and has
changed by changing its relation
to the environment that it lives
in.

He would most likely say: ‘Yes,
in order to make progress all
creatures since the formation of
the earth have changed not by
evolutionary necessity but by the
intervention of God, who decided
it was time for a change. The Cre-
ator became bored with the
dinosaurs so He wiped them out.

Like Darwin, Marx and Engels
did not just observe, they also dis-
sected. This time it was not ani-
mals, birds and plants. They
examined the development of
human society.

The Communist Manifesto
could not have been written
without that scientific study. Are
there any scientists who will be
able and prepared to develop and
popularise the profound histori-
cal reasons why the conference
on 16 March is so important?

There will be many members
of the intelligentsia starting to
think on these lines. Those who
are should publish, lecture,
broadeast on radio and TV.

New Labour and the Tories
have their individual and joint
advisers and supporters from the
establishment. We must rally all
the support we can. No matter
how small, can a supporting con-
ference be organised at a later
date?

Will any of the scientists who
have access to the media come
forward and sponsor such a gath-
ering? Maybe to start with a
debate in the Oxford Union after
the style of the one that took
place on Darwin’s Origin of the
Species.

How can anyone who raises
thier arms to God explain to the
starving millions in the world
why milk is poured down the
drains and wheat is being burned.
They can observe it and even con-
demn it but they cannot explain

&
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Who killed Gino

Gallag

BY JOHN STEELE

LAST week’s killing of Gino Gal-
lagher in Belfast demonstrates
the great dangers facing those
who are seen to represent a
threat to the so-called Irish ‘peace
process’.

There is deep hostility — not
only from the state forces — to
those who insist that the fight for
socialism cannot be achieved
through peaceful means nor can
it be separated from the struggle
to remove partition.

Gallagher — recently elected
national organiser of the Irish
Republican  Socialist ~ Party
(IRSP) and leader of its armed
wing the Irish National Libera-
tion Army (INLA) — was shot
four times in the back of the head
as he was claiming unemploy-
ment benefit.

He was well aware of the dan-
gers he faced. In an internal
report to the IRSP executive
dated 7 January 1996 he predicted
possibile attacks on members.

He warned: ‘the recent spate of
drug killings could be used to
shoot down or jail RSM [Republi-
can Socialist Movement] person-
nel in order to disrupt the
re-organisation of the movement
— to the benefit of state forces;
the Provisionals; our enemies.

Immediately following Gal-
lagher’s murder the representa-
tives of the British government
and the SDLP were concerned
only to stress that his slaying did
not affect the course of the ‘peace
process’.

But how many killings does it
take for it to be ‘unpeaceful? It
seems licence has been given to
murder alleged drug dealers and
those organising opposition to
the British and Irish govern-
ments' ‘Framework Document’.

The RUC has tried to build up
the view that Gallagher’s murder
was due to internal IRSP power

her?

struggles. This has been strenu-
ously denied by party spokesper-
son, Kevin McQuillen.

McQuillen explained to Work-
ers Press that given the recent
history of his organisation this
suggestion might gain some cre-
dence, but it had no basis on this
occasion and was a conscious
attempt by the state to steer the
b%ame away from those responsi-
ble.

“This was a very professional
job! he said. ‘No forensic links
were left nor any burnt-out car.
The killer just walked away leav-
ing no trace’

There was an absence of
elected representatives of Sinn
Fein and their supporters at Gal-
lagher’s funeral when it was
attacked by the baton-wielding
thugs of the RUC.

It was the IRSP supporters
and the family who successfully
fought off police on their own as
they tried to arrest the INLA
guard of honour.

The ‘compromise’ that was
reached was in fact a victory for
the principles that Gallagher
represented and his cortege was
escorted the next day to Milltown
cemetery accompanied by the
INLA guard of honour.

Sinn Fein representatives
were present this time as they
tried to cash in on the wave of
revulsion that swept west Belfast

following the initial police
assault on the funeral.
With the ‘peace process’

increasingly being recognised as
a means of beheading Republican
struggle, there is growing opposi-
tion to Sinn Fein's involvement.
The IRSP has re-organised.

With its claim to be a Marxist
organisation, it will inevitably be
a focal point for much of this
opposition.

Kevin McQuillen has no doubt
that the situation once again’ is
‘revolutionary politics versus
traditonal Republicanism’.

Camden Labour goes
for 4,000 terminations

CAMDEN Labour concillors have
decided to terminate the con-
tracts of 3,500 to 4,000 workers.
The Camden workers are refus-
ing to accept drastic changes in
terms and conditions.

Letters have been sent to all
Camden staff demanding they
agree to new conditions by 8
March. If the workers don't sign
by then they are to be given two
months notice until 9 May.

There was a mass meeting of
the local council workers' union
UNISON last Wednesday and
branch leaders are urging for a
ballot for six days of strike action
to get the Labour council to with-
draw the termination notices.

Improvements to the new
terms and conditions — which
were agreed in negotiations be-
tween the union and manage-
ment — have been withdrawn by
the Labour councillors and are no
longer on offer.

On Monday 29 January, a
Labour group meeting voted by
22 to 11 to give thousands on Cam-
den’s workforce three months’
notice to accept the new condi-
tions or be sacked.

The decision has to be ratified
on the Corporate Services com-
mittee, but Labour has such a
large majority this is a foregone
conclusion.

A UNISON deputation, led by
branch chair Liz Leicester,
addressed the Labour councillors
and called on them to think again.

‘The unions have compro-
mised on every proposed change,
said Leicester. ‘The reason we
have not be able to reach a nego-
tiated settlement is that manage-
ment hasn’t met us halfway.

“The Director of Corporate
Services has said this attack on
the terms and conditions of your
workforce is not finance-led It is
seen by the vast majority of peo-
ple as councillors cavin
ethos of the pri
the intentic

three years to get workers to ac-
cept a new contract. Since Janu-
ary 1995, all new workers have
been automatically on the new
contract, creating a potentially
divided workforce.

UNISON meetings attended
by hundreds of members have
twice mandated branch negotia-
tors to try to get a settlement
while protecting equal opportu-
nities.

Liz Leicester told councillors
that the new contract was above
all an attack on women, the par-
ents of young children, those re-
sponsible for dependants and
staff with disabilities.

The council was trying to
change all the agreements affect-
ing them.

‘Job sharing; flexible working
hours; maternity, paternity and
adoption leave and dependency
leave: all will be drastically re-
stricted, hitting the most vulner-
able and newest groups of staff.

Message

The overwhelming message of
the proposed changes is in com-
plete contradiction to what you
claim are core values of Camden.’
Leicester said.

Camden'’s recently launched
policy document states that it
aims to reduce ‘disadvantage
through the promotion of service
equality, enabled and assisted by
the encouragement of diversity
in the workforce.

Leicester closed by saying the
union had asked to negotizie
directly with councillors because
senior managers refused meamn-
ingful compromises.

‘If you go ahead with these ter-
minations, it will have a terribie
effect on staff and services You
will be faced with anger. mus
trust, low morale, loss of
ustration

anda IT
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Money for war on Chechnya but not for salaries

RUSSIAN MINERS

STRIKE FOR PAY

A COORDINATED strike
of more than 2 million
miners across the Russian
Federation and Ukraine
demanded the wages
which have not been paid
for five months. In Russia
wage arrears are said to
be $200 million.

The miners rejected promises
of half what they are owed. The
miners’ leaders agreed to call off
the action until March after fur-
ther promises that the arrears
would be paid.

Union leaders claimed 170
mines in Russia were on strike,
while in Ukraine around 880,000
miners were out at 210 pits.
Ukrainian miners have been
without pay since October. In
Kiev disabled miners demon-
strated over their invalidity ben-
efits, which have been unpaid
since last July.

The coordinated action has
seen miners striking together
across the former Soviet Union
from Ukraine’s West Donbass
region to Russia’s eastern Siberia.
Romanian miners also stopped
for two hours, threatening indefi-
nite stoppage later this month.

Crowded

In Moscow, miners crowded

into Red Square, broke their min-
ers’ helmets on the ground, and
said they had no money to feed
their families. :

In the northern Urals town of
Vorkuta, 7,000 miners marched
with banners saying Down with
hungry reforms’ and Tt's there
for the war but not for our
salaries’, and called on the gov-
ernment to resign.

Five years ago the miners
helped to bring down Gorbachev

BY KEITH SCOTCHER

and bring Yeltsin to power. Now
it is Yeltsin and his government
that is the target of their anger.
Russia’s coal industry pro-
duces 850,000 tonnes a day — for
power stations and industry.
Even a week’s strike would shut
down the generating stations and
plunge vast areas into darkness
and cold in the sub-zero winter.

Privatisation

Privatisation has played a key
role in the crisis. Under the cen-
tralised economy, the miners
were paid by the state. Now the
power and other industries do
not want to pay for the coal
which was always supplied to
them without charge before; they
complain they too have not been
paid by their customers.

Hidden behind this is the
wholesale theft of funds being
carried out by officials and man-
agers of both private and state
corporations. While Yeltsin nego-
tiates a $9 billion loan from the
IMF (on stringent terms), $50 bil-
lion has been spirited out of the
country and deposited in private
bank accounts in the West.

The miners are still the lead-
ing section of what is the largest
industrial working class in the
world. Although their wages are
set at a higher level than those of
other workers, they are seen as
being the main force which can
take on the government. In their
previous actions in 1991 whole
towns rallied to support them.

Simultaneous with the
present strike 300,000 teachers in
51 Russian regions, who are
among the lowest paid of all, have
gone on strike after not being
paid for three months.

Uganda ’96

African Liberation Support Campaign and Uganda Joint Working
Platform for Democracy: A series of discussions on an African case
of a fight-back against military dictatorship — ‘Building a task force
network for democracy’. February to April 1996. Umoja Theatre, The

Base, 59 Bethwin Road, Camberwell, London SE5, 1pm-6pm.
Sundays 11 and 25 Feb, 10 and 24 Mar, 7 and 21 Apr
Case 1, Sunday 11 February: The Uganda People's Congress
(UPC) and comparative parties in Africa
Information: Kofi (0171-924 9033) or Alfred (0956 222 497)
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WOMAN refugee from Srebrenica aims her protest at the
authorities. Over 1,000 women, driven out when Serb

nationalists overran their town last July, demonstrated for two

days at the International Red Cross Committee headquarters in
Tuzla, demanding the truth about the fate of 8,000 missing men
and boys, many known to have been butchered by Serb forces.

Hasija, 40, said Serb soldiers had seized her 14-year-old son
Medin, as he tried to board a bus with her. ‘| was afraid to say
anything and they didn’t talk. | can remember his face as |
boarded the bus. . . . He will be 15 years old on 26 May, but |
don't where he is and no one will help me find him. That is why |
am here — why we are all here — our men and children are

missing. And they must be found.

Violence broke out when canton president Izet Hodzic drove his
limousine erratically across the pavement through the angry
crowd. Women chased his car, throwing stones at vehicles and
government buildings, and some scuffled with police who had
tried to stop them speaking to reporters. ‘We will tell our story
and you can't stop us,’ one old woman shouted. ‘What gives you

the right to keep us down?’

Some policemen expressed frustration at having to use force
against their own people, and said they sympathised with the
protest. Later a coach laid on by Tuzla municipality took 50
protestors to Sarajevo to see President |zetbgovic. The women
demanded an escort to go to Srebrenica themselves, to inspect
the places where husbands, sons or brothers were taken away,
and where they may be buried. The US-brokered Dayton
agreement leaves the Srebrenica area in the hands of its Serb
captors, a reward for genocidal ‘ethnic cleansing’.

The right of refugees to return to their homes remains a major
issue throughout war-torn former Yugoslavia. Some Bosnian
Muslim families have begun returning to Serb-held Banja Luka
and to Jajce, which is Croat-held. The European Union’s
administrator for Mostar has recieved a petition on behalf of
20,000 expelled citizens who want to return and firmly oppose
Croat nationalist maintenance of a ‘Berlin wall’ ethnic partition

on the city.

The association of expelled people from the Posavina area in
northern Bosnia has issued a statement rejecting resettlement in
western and eastern Slavonia, and insisting on the right to go

‘home. In the Viojvodina, some 140 Serbs housed in a school:

petitioned the Belgrade government saying they would rather
return to Krajina under Croat rule than be sent to Kosovo or the

Sandzak.
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Detroit newspaper workers

BY VIC CHARLES

ROCK star Bruce Springsteen has
donated the proceeds from sou-
venir sales at a Detroit concert to
striking newspaper workers in
the city, matching the sum with a
personal donation.

‘Whatever their faults, unions
have been the only powerful and
effective voice working people
have ever had in the history of
this country’, Springsteen said.
The singer had also let the strik-
ers set up information tables in
the foyer at his concert.

‘We applaud his support and
initiative, said Dave Hecker of
the Detroit AFL-CIO unions. ‘He
not only sings and writes about
working people, their trials and
tribulations, in addition to that,
he takes further, concrete action
to help working people in need.

Springsteen’s latest album
‘The Ghost of Tom Joad' taking its

name from the hero of John
Steinbeck’s ‘Grapes of Wrath',
about dispossessed small farmers,
evokes images of working people
today, displaced by global capi-
talism.

Some 2,000 workers have been
on strike almost a year against
the Detroit Free Press, owned by
the Knight-Ridder chain, and the
News. Attempts by the owners to
produce scab papers without
union labour have misfired, with
major advertisers like the Detroit
Auto Dealers’ Association and the
Wayne County authority switch-
ing their advertising away.

The strikers’ own paper, the
Detroit Sunday Journal, has re-
vealed that Gannett and Knight-
Ridder claimed false circulation
figures for their papers, and com-
pany officials bumped up share
prices by underestimating the
cost of the strike, before dumping
stock. In November Knight-Rid-
der’s chief executive said the

strike would cost both companies
$66 million. In December, after
selling $318,000 of stock he admit-
ted to Wall Street analysts the
strike would cost each company
more than $100 million.

Four workers whom the own-
ers brought in as scabs have testi-
fied at press conferences for the
unions.

‘Basically, we were held hos-
tage,’ said Kimberley Bailey, from
Des Moines, Indiana. She and her
brother Dan were flown in to be
delivery drivers. ‘Once we got
here, they took our return ticket,
and wouldn’t give it back until
they decided they were done with
us’ Sometimes she was forced to
work 16 hours a day, seven days a
week. ‘Sometimes I'd catch myself
falling asleep while I was driving.
It wasn’t safe.’

Bill Prestage, from Hatties-
burg, Mississipi, where he used to
work for a Gannett paper, said he
was often given more than 1,000
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papers a day to deliver. ‘We deliv-
ered those papers until we
couldn’t do it any more, and the
rest would get trashed. That kind
of thing happened all the time.’

A public works director in the
suburbs has confirmed this, com-
plaining that carriers were
dumping undelivered bundles of
papers at the city recycling cen-
tre, violating the bye-laws.

The Detroit Auto Show is usu-
ally worth about $100,000 in ad-
vertising to the papers but this
year they lost the advertising and
were barred from having a stall
at the show. The strikers’ Sunday
Journal was available in the
show press room and at the
United Auto Workers-Ford
booth, and a union fact sheet
about the strike was included in
the official press packet. The
newspaper workers have also
produced a video on their strike,
including scenes of police vio-
lence.



