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International Transportworkers’ Federation backs Liverpool

GIVE FULL SUPPORT
10 SACKED DOCKERS

THE International Transportworkers’ Federation
(ITF) is calling upon its affiliated unions to give

‘including boycott actions’, against

any vessels using the port of Liverpool.

This historic decision was taken by nearly 100 ITF inspectors B

at their annual seminar on 15-19 January in London.

A letter to the Liverpool dockers from Kees Marges, ITF

Dockers’
explains:
The inspectors, ‘based in 40
countries all over the world:
from North America to New
Zealand, from Finland to
South Africa, from Japan to
Germany and from Russia to
Chile’, are ‘key figures in the
ITF worldwide campaign
against the use by shipowners
of substandard ships sailing
under a flag of convenience’.
The resolution — carried
unanimously after Jimmy

Section secretary,

. Nolan, chair of the Merseyside

Port Shop Stewards’ Commit-
tee, addressed the seminar on
18 January — condemns the
sacking of the 500 Liverpool
dockers by the Mersey Docks

' and Harbour Company and

!
r
‘r
r
i
t

says:

‘We call upon our respective
unions throughout the world to
organise financial and moral
support and where possible, to
organise industrial action
including boycott actions in
their respective ports and coun-
tries against any vessels known
to be loading/discharging car-
goes to and from the port of
Liverpool.’

In his letter to the dockers
Marges added: {Tlhe strong
wish of the whole of the ITF
and its 430 affiliates from 120
countries representing 5 mil-
lion transport workers is that
vour fight against casualisa-
tion of labour and against de-
unionising of the port will be
successful’

Saying that 1996 is the cen-
tenary year of the ITF, Marges
recalled that the federation
was founded when British
seafarers carried out solidar-
ity action with striking Rot-
terdam portworkers in 1896.

‘Solidarity with sacked Liv-
erpool dockers is an excellent
way to celebrate this anniver-
sary, said Marges.

‘Employers should not suc-

- ceed in replacing well-trained
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and experienced dock work-
casuals. Employers
should not get the chance to

BY DOT GIBSON

replace unionised workers by
non-union labour.
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workers who are a victim of = k

this sort of employers’ policies -

should be reinstated!

He recalled what one
inspector had said in the dis-
cussion, which ‘expressed the
feelings of all: “The trade
union movement in the UK has
lost many battles, this needs to
be won”.'

Marges assured the dock-

ers: ‘The ITF will do every- -

thing possible to help you to = |

win this battle. In addition I
can inform you that in consul-
tation with the ITF’s general

secretary a contribution of -

£5,000 from the ITF’s Interna-
tional Solidarity Fund will be
made available for the hard-
ship fund’

Delegation

A delegation from the Liv-
erpool strike committee to the
Italian port of Salerno reports
that dockworkers there have
instituted an overtime ban on
Gracechurch Container Line
and Bouchard Line which
operate a service between
Liverpool and Salerno.

Members of two Italian
dockworkers’ unions also
agreed to financial support by
introducing a £5 levy on each
of their members.

Ali Memon, ITF inspector
from Bremen, Germany,
reported that when the
Mersey Docks and Harbour
Company wanted to hire tug-
boats from a German com-
pany, the crews had refused to
staff the boats when they
heard about the sacking of
dockers in Liverpool.

Share values of the Mersey
Docks and Harbour Company
continue to fall. To ‘rub salt
into the wound’ 50 Liverpool
dockers mounted a picket on
the London Stock Exchange!

Commumty march and demonstration

support of 500 sacked Liverpool dockers and their families

BY CAZIM SARAJLIC
From Front slobode, Tuzla

THE BIG imperial policeman,
NATO, headed by the big
imperial power, the USA,
landed with a military tech-
nique not seen before on the
small and unlucky country of
Bosnia last year.

According to the Dayton
‘peace’, these multinational
forces should implement
peace in a former multi-cul-

tural, multi-ethnic and multi-
national Bosnia and Herze-
govina in the next year.

The international commu-
nity should teach us how to
live, anew, together. It seems
that 200,000 Muslims have
been killed, slaughtered and
burnt to force the interna-
tional community to say: ‘A
big tragedy has happened!

If it had not been for the
Bosnia-Herzegovina army
and our stubborness things
could well have gone the other

elsewhere.

way. Our soldiers, even under
the arms embargo, could have
reached the river Drina. But
the world’s map creators said:
‘Stop! It would be too much for
you.!

Staring at the dead plum
tree in my yard at the bottom
of Gradovrh hill, I meditate:
‘Everything is the same, but
you aren't there, Bosnia, a
country damned tosleep...

Isuspect a big fraud.

Translated by Faruk Ibrahi-
movic

THE Tory threat to close St Bart's
hospital in Smithfield met angry
resistance when 400 marchers took to
| the streets of London last Saturday.

They were protesting against plans to
close the hospital by 1999. The march

"l was led by the mayors of several
London boroughs and a protest petition
was delivered to No.10 Downing Street.

Campaigners have been lobbying for
four years in Britain and have now
launched their fight in the European
parliament to save this ancient hospital.

‘Rationalisation’ plans are already
causing chaos as departments are
closed and their work transferred

The Save Bart’s campaign can be
reached at 0171-600 5478.

Photo: Dave Lawrence

Bosnia report: ‘| suspect a fraud’

Bosnia Solldarlty
Campaign meeting

No cover up of war

crimes in Bosnia

Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, London WC2.

Monday 29 January,
7.30pm

Speakers: Zoran Pajic
(Kings College and former
professor Sarajevo
University) and Kyran
Connolly (NUJ president)

Workers Press
Meeting

Saturday 10 February,
10.30am-4pm.

Change of venue: The Falkland Arms, 31 Bloomsbury Way,
London WC1. Tube: Holborn.

OUR readers are cordially invited to the 10th anniversary
meeting of Workers Press. This is a time for us to review the
past ten years, to consider the present and make plans for the
future. The editorial board will present a report. We want to
know your views, criticisms and proposals. Workers need their
own paper, to report on and unite their struggles here and
internationally. At this meeting we want to open up the
discussion and practically begin the campaign for such a paper.

Saturday 3 February
Assemble Myrtle Parade (near Philharmonic Hall), 10.30am
March to St George’s Hall, Rally St George'’s Plateau, 12noon
Invited speaker: Arthur Scargill

For us in Workers Press our purpose — socialism — is the same
purpose as every worker and those intellectuals whose lives are
dedicated to the socialist cause.

Crisis in the labour movement

The need for a new socialist party

CHANGE OF DATE & VENUE: Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, London WC1. Saturday 16 March 11am-5pm

We have changed the original date for the conference
because of the demonstration against the Tory Asylum Bill.
Millions of workers will vote Labour in the next general election — to
defeat the hated Tories — knowing in their heart of hearts that the Blair
leadership will continue to attack them on behalf of big business. The
working class needs its own socialist party — a party that will organise
the fight in its own interests. Many people are already organising
themselves. We need to unite, we need to discuss, we need to prepare
the purpose of this meeting. If you agree with the following
demands then you should come along!

» Down with privatisation! A full and open workers' inquiry of the

That is

companies’ books!

» No to casual labour! Demand permanent work for 2
» Down with anti-trade-union laws! Restore t 0
» Down with the cuts in social and pub

workers' inguiry into the nfate'ﬁ fina

» Down with the racist immigr
» Down with the Criminal Justice
» Aninjury to one is an injury ¢

Vote for Brenda Nixon, p2 * Germany, p3 x Bosnia, p4&5 x ‘Third Battle’, p6 x Wapping ten years on, p7 » Genocide, p8




Workers Press

Letters

WE WELCOME LETTERS
SEND THEM TO: WORKERS PRESS,
PO BOX 735, LONDON SW8 1YB
— OR FAX 0171-387 0569

Vote for
Brenda Nixon!

WORKERS PRESS has no hesitation in call-
ing on all its readers to support the Socialist
Labour Party candidate Brenda Nixon in the
coming by-election in Hemsworth.

Those with a vote will have an opportunity to reg-
ister their protest against the Tony Blair leadership
and against a candidate imposed on the constitu-
ency from Labour HQ in Walworth Road. This
by-election will provide an important indication of
how ready the working class is to break with Blair
and the Labour leaders.

* %k % %k %

SOME will no doubt plead ‘don’t split the
Labour vote and let in the Tories’. But it is
Blair and his capitalist backers that really
threaten the unity of the working class.

But many of those who plead ‘don’t split the vote’
are playing a dirty game, with ‘left’ faces and ‘right’
actions. At Labour conferences they come forward
with left-sounding resolutions but never really chal-
lenge the right-wing leadership. These ‘lefts’ do
everything in their power to shore the leaders up
when they’re in trouble from the membership.

Besides, Hemworth is a rock-solid Labour seat. If
the Labour vote was split right down the middle both
candidates would have 3,000 votes to spare each!

And who have allowed the Tories to remain in
office since 19797 Labour! Right down from 1979 to
now, the Labour leaders have steadfastly refused to
organise working-class resistance to the relentless
attack that has come from No.10 Downing Street. An
attack not just on traditional working class people,
but on all those who have been robbed of health
and other public services, proper education, secure
jobs, pensions, welfare, etc.

Only a handful of notable exceptions in local gov-
ernment (e.g. Ted Knight) and a few Labour MPs
(e.g. Terry Field and Dave Nellist now associated
with Militant Labour) gave any political voice to the
movement against these attacks from within the
Labour Party. The Labour leaders bent over back-
ward during the 1984-85 miners’ strike and shame-
lessly propped up the hated Thatcher government in
the name of ‘law and order’.

* % k k *

BUT at this point we are against Scargill’s pro-
posal to stand Socialist Labour Party candi-
dates in every constituency at the next general
election. This does not rule out support for a
campaign of targetting a hit-list of ‘Labour trai-
tors’. Some immediately spring to mind: Blair
himself, Jack Straw, Frank Field, etc.

But, we stress, Hemsworth is not a general elec-
tion. Nixon, reflecting a widely held view in the
working class, has said she does not support stand-
ing against Labour in every seat in a general elec-
tion. Hemsworth is a by-election where a
right-winger is standing for Labour. There is abso-
lutely no chance of ‘letting the Tory in’ or even the
Lib Dem candidate.

* % %k % %

OUR decision to back Nixon does not mean
we are uncritical of the way Arthur Scargill is
trying to organise his ‘Socialist Labour Party’.
He is organising on the basis of invitation-
only, secret meetings.

We have already made criticisms of its draft pro-
gramme and its proposed constitution (18 Novem-
ber and 23 December). Scargill is trying to resurrect
‘Old Labour’ as it existed before Blair. This is impos-
sible. We must go forward to a new working-class
party that meets the real needs of millions of workers
n a period of mounting economic and social crisis.

Whatever Scargill’'s intentions, workers must
mpose their own form on the moves being made
throughout the working class to find a political
expression. We will continue to explore our differ-
ences with Scargill and will support all moves from
within the working class to enforce its own will and
is own interests in forming a new revolutionary
socialist party.

We invite all readers to come to the ‘Crisis in the
abour movement' conference on Saturday 16
March called to discuss and organise around just
these questions.

B Support Brenda Nixon at Hemsworth!

Help Frank
Daboh

I AM writing to seek support for
a campaign in support of Nige-
rian asylum seeker Frank Daboh,
initiated by my wife Julie Skin-
ner.

Frank is currently being held
in Rochester jail and is fighting
deportation in the courts.

In Nigeria, Frank was an
active member of the Nigerian
Democratic Movement before his
arrest at a rally on 7 November
1994. The rally had been broken
up by police (some in plain
clothes), using tear gas, rubber
bullets and batons.

A number of arrests were
made from the 600 people on the
rally. Some were later released,
but those, like Frank, who were
caught on the stage were not.

Frank was held some months
in prison, was beaten and
received only one meal a day. He
was never charged with any
offence.

Before his arrest, Frank had
taken part in, and organised,
strikes, rallies and demonstra-
tions against the Nigerian mili-
tary government. He was on the
regional committee of CD and
was that organisation’s publicity
officer.

As such he was responsible for
many activities including the
production and distribution of
posters, handbills and leaflets.

He escaped from Kirikiri jail
in Lagos while he was being

transferred to another, unknown,
location. He took advantage of the
vehicle’s journey being inter-
rupted by an obstruction to get
away. Shots were fired.

A colleague obtained false
documents and an airline ticket
for Frank and he was able to
escape Nigeria.

He arrived in Britain on 13
May 1995 but was immediately
arrested by immigration officers.
He has remained in custody ever
since.

The Immigration and Nation-
ality department have told Frank
that they believe his involvement
with CD to have been at too low a
level for him to be at risk of per-
secution.

Further, they have claimed
that Nigeria's military ruler Gen-
eral Abacha is presently moving
the country towards civilian rule.
Frank disputes both of these
claims made by the United King-
dom authorities.

If Frank were forced to return
to Nigeria, it seems likely he
would be arrested immediately.
His subsequent fate would be a
matter of speculation, but his life
could well be in danger.

It would certainly seem hard
to argue that he would not be
persecuted for his political
beliefs.

Any support you can give to
Frank would be welcome, includ-
ing writing to him at HMP Roch-
ester, D Wing, 1 Fort Road,
Rochester, Kent ME1 3QS. His
prison reference is TB0562 and
his Home Office reference is
D240522.

Peter Skinner MEP

Widdecombe:
church, chains
and bomb

PETER Fryer in his Personal Col-
umn on 13 January rightly
exposed Anne Widdecombe's
hypocritical justification of the
Tory government's decision to
deport Saudi dissident
Mohammed Ma’asari.

He could also have given other
examples of the dexterity with
which this recent convert to
Roman Catholicism is able to lay
aside her loudly-trumpeted
Christianity in order to serve her

own political career in the Tory
party on behalf of big business
interests. As a Home Office min-
ister she sturdily defended the
continued handcuffing of preg-
nant women in prison, even to the
extent of misleading parliament.

Less well known, perhaps, was
Widdecombe’s role as a co-
founder (with Lady Olga Mait-
land) of the ultra-right ‘Women
and Families for Defence’.

Then in 1987, in her maiden
speech to the Commons, while
still a member of the Church of
England, she called for the reten-
tion of nuclear weapons, a policy
now enthusiastically embraced
by that other well-known Chris-
tian, Tony Blair.

Bill Boakes

London SE 19

Bring new

party
discussion into

Workers Press

SCARGILL’s plans for a Socialist
Labour Party has opened up a
lively discussion among workers
about the nature of its political
leadership.

At a recent trades council
meeting in Tower Hamlets, a
worker and Labour Party mem-
ber said he believed Scargill’s call
to be premature.

While he had no faith in Tony
Blair, this worker thought ordi-
nary members could change the
Labour Party back to socialist
policies once it had been elected
to government.

A meeting will arranged in
our area to pursue this discussion.

I believe it to be extremely
important for Workers Press to
closely follow this kind of discus-
sion.

For a start I suggest that all
contributors to the paper concen-
trate on bringing this debate into
the paper.

We perhaps should have one
page a week given over to the dis-
cussion on the new party.

Martin Westwood
London E14

SAOIRSE (LONDON)

PO Box 3923, LONDON NWS5 1RA

any time.

Name Prison
Liam McCotter Belmarsh
Jan Taylor Whitemoor

Paul (Dingus) Magee Belmarsh

Nicholas Mullen Whitemoor
Liam Quinn Whitemoor
Joe McKenny Frankland
Pat Hayes Frankland
Pat McGlynn Frankland
Patrick Kelly Whitemoor
Denis Kinsella Full Sutton
Eddie Butler Full Sutton
Joe O'Connell Full Sutton
Micheal O’Brien Full Sutton
Peter Sherry Belmarsh
Stephen Nordone  Frankland
Vincent Wood Full Sutton
Thomas Jack Frankland
Vincent Donnelly Frankland
Sean McNulty Frankland
Harry Duggan Frankland
Sean Kinsella Full Sutton
Paul Norney Frankland
Brendan Dowd Whitemoor
Hugh Doherty Full Sutton
Noel Gibson Full Sutton
Liam O’Dwyer Belmarsh
Derek Docherty Full Sutton

Framed prisoner:
Danny McNamee Belmarsh

Prison addresses:
HMP Full Sutton, York YD4 1PS.

Saoirse activities:

Westminster.

Phoneffax: 0181-985 8250.

IRISH POLITICAL PRISONERS IN BRITAIN

Please send birthday cards to all POWs. Cards are welcome at

HMP Frankland, Finchdale Avenue, Brasside, Durham DH1 5YD.

HMP Whitemoor, Longhill Road, March, Cambridge PE15 OPR.
HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, Thamesmead, London SE28 OEB.

Workers Press also calls for the release of
supporters of the Irish Republican
Socialist Party in addition to the Sinn Fein
supporters listed above.

Saoirse London will be having a benefit social at the Victoria
Tavern on Thursday 1 February from 8pm onwards: £3 waged, £2
unwaged. On Sunday 4 February Saoirse will be picketting
Downing Street, 12noon-1pm, nearest tubes Charing Cross or

On Sunday 11 February, 1-3pm, Saoirse branches thoughout
England will be picketting Belmarsh jail in south London to
highlight the continued barbaric treatment of Republican
prisoners there and to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the
death of hunger siriker Frank Stagg.

Further Information: Saoirse, PO 3923, London NW5 1RA

Number Birthday
LB83693 2 January
EN1977 18 January
BT3783 30 January
MR0639 2 February
49930 6 February

L 46486 7 February
EN1978 27 February
EN1946 25 March
EN1194 12 April
EN1944 12 April
338637 17 April
338635 15 May
BT3782 11 June
B75880 30 June
758663 2 August
EN1049 7 August
EN3177 10 September
274064 25 September
CL3440 13 October
338638 31 October
758661 5 November
863532 11 November
758662 17 November
338636 7 December
879225 11 December
MT2485 14 December
EN3887 31 December
L481616

Stop the Asylum and
Immigration Bill

National demonstration

Saturday 24 February

Assemble 11am
Embankment

Rally Trafalgar Square

Supported by the TUC

DOCKERS
CHARTER

No.3 January 1996 issue out! 50p

Published by the Liverpool Dock Shop Stewards Committee. Cheques
to ‘Meyseyside Dockers Shop Stewards’ Committee’ and sent to
J.Davies, Secretary/Treasurer, 19 Scorton Street, Liverpool, L6 4AS.
Include 50p pé&p. Large orders phone: 0151-207 3388.

Critique conference 96
The crisis of capitalism and the
death of social democracy

3 February 1996, Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London WC2.
Registration 9-9.30am. £10 waged £5 unwaged. Information/créche
(before 30 January): phone Hillel Ticktin 0141-339 8855 ext. 4377

Football articles wanted

CAN any reader of Workers Press donate books, magazines, videos or

anything else to do with football?

One of our members in Crawley, Sussex, has agreed to sell them on his
market stall and donate the money towards the expenses for
preparing to build the conference (and the work beyond that) on the
need for a new socialist party called by Workers Press.

To offer articles phone Workers Press: 0171-387 0564.



Germany next for
ocial strife?

HELMUT SCHMIDT, a retired
Social-democratic chancellor of
Germany, has produced a drastic
programme to prevent the ‘creep-
ing erosion of the country’s eco-

nomic basis’.

In a recent article in the political weekly Die

Zeit, Schmidt points out that
Germany has long ceased to be
the world-champion export
nation.

More than half of the Gross
National Product, he explains,
flows through the hands of the
state, while taxes and other impo-
sitions are at record levels.

Nevertheless, the state’s
income falls far short of its
expenditure. Germany’s borrow-
ings on the world market put her
on a par with Mexico, second only
to the United States.

He blames political interven-
tion by the (conservative) gov-
ernment for record and growing
levels of unemployment. But
while taking account of voices
from the media and industry call-
ing for the break-up of state wel-
fare arrangements, he proposes
instead his own ‘prescription
block’ of remedies.

For immediate action, Sch-
midt calls for all state expendi-
ture of whatever kind and all
forms of tax relief to be examined
with an eye to a wide-ranging
programme of cuts.

In this way he hopes to free
the hands of the finance minister
to tackle the over-valuation of
the Deutschmark on world mar-
kets which is crippling German
exports.

(This itself hardly takes
account of the state of the world
economy, particularly the actions
of the US government, which
keep the German currency high)

Pensions

For example, spending
departments of the government
must no longer, Schmidt says, be
able to divert monies collected
for old-age pensions into early
retirement packages for redun-
dant employees. Let them live off
the dole.

He demands that regulations
protecting able-bodied unem-
ployed people from being sent to
low-paid manual jobs must be
suspended. Penalties for working
while drawing benefits must be
given real teeth.

He calls for much more flex-

Rats

SOME Serb politicians are ready
to sacrifice nationalist war crimi-
nal Dr Radovan Karadzic as a
scapegoat, and offer themselves
to the new US imperialist master
as the ‘moderates’ with whom to
do business.

Serbia’s President Milosevic,
who sent in the Yugoslav
National Army and backed
Karadzic to start the war, is one.
But Serbian right-wing opposi-
tion parties play to the national-
ist mob as he did, are just as keen
to sell out to foreign capital

In the Bosnian Serb ‘republic’
vice-president Nikola Koljevie
welcomed NATO deployment.
His part in directing artillery
fire on Sarajevo civilians diplo-
matically forgotten, US-educated
Koljevic has been tipped as an

‘acceptable’ replacement for
Karadzic.
‘The Bosnian Serbs have

finally realised that you cannot
build a dignified life on the ideol-
ogy of blood and territory, says
Dr Miodran Zivanovic of the
opposition Liberal Party.

‘Our main goal now is to take
these war criminals, like Karadz-
ic, and put them on trial. The Bos-
nian Serbs must punish  those
who carried out these crimes,
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BY BOB ARCHER

ibility in the labour market,
allowing machines to be kept
running without premium pay-
ments, and for loopholes in the
legally-binding wage agreements
where they are ‘inappropriate’
(ie. when the employer wants to
pay less).
- -
Binding

Schmidt says binding agree-
ments that automatically cover
whole areas and branches of
industry are now ‘poison for
many threatened firms in the
east’,

In the medium term, Schmidt
wants massive deregulation,
doing away with a mass of rules
and regulations which stifle
enterprise. This would affect
everything from the tax laws to
building regulations.

Together with this, he
demands a radical reduction in
the bureaucracy in the national,
regional and municipal govern-
ment and in the various branches
of social insurance.

Vacancies should not be filled
and tenured ‘officials’ should be
replaced by mere ‘employees’. He
offers the assistance of the SPDin
carrying this out.

He calls for technical innova-
tion to be encouraged in order to
develop new products for the
world market to replace the
mass-production goods which
can now be made in low-wage
economies.

Schmidt proposes much
higher research spending in
genetic engineering, aerospace,
high-performace ceramics, solar-
powered transport and so on. He
reserves his real venom for the
‘widespread rejection of reforms
and innovations' and the ‘psy-
chotic fears of misguided ideal-
ists’ with their ‘suspicion of new
research and new technologies’.

Schmidt reaffirms that ‘social
progress depends on economic
and technical progress’.

Like the Republicans in the
United States, he claims that

e

‘environmental protection has
become hysteria’.

Schmidt calls on business
managers, the unions and the ‘po-
litical class’ to rally round the
chancellor and launch a broad
campaign to convince all and
sundry to pull together.

The article looks like a desper-
ate attempt to save a basic mini-
mum of the ‘social market
economy’ which has served Ger-
many so well since the 1950’s.

Schmidt warns that ‘Roman

Karadzic

world, we will bear the guilt of
the atrocities they committed in
our name.

Elections are due late this
spring. Karadzic is not allowed to
stand under the Dayton agree-
ment. US officials expect General
Mladic to retire under pressure
from Belgrade.

Chris Hedges in the New York
Times (4 January) says it isn't
clear whether Karadzic will be
replaced by someone from his
own nationalist circle in Pale or
by ‘a more compromise-minded
figure’ from Banja Luka.

‘But the demonisation of
Karadzic as an extremist who
corrupted the cause of Serb
nationhood has appeal across the
spectrum now — in part because
it allows Serbs to distance them-
selves from the war’s brutality.

“This has become a battle
between a small political clique,
led by Karadzic and backed by
the Serbian Orthodox Church,
and the majority of Bosnian
Serbs who want to build a West-
arn  demoeratic state based on

human rights and free enter-
prise, says Mladen Ivanic, of the
Serbian Intellectual Forum,
which recently broke from
Karadzic.

‘Banja Luka feels it paid the
price for Karadzic’s determina-
tion to take Sarajevo...

Tt soon became clear that the
siege was doing us a lot more
harm than good. The front lines
around Sarajevo never moved
from the start of the war, yet we
shelled the city indiscriminately
every day, and all this was trans-
mitted to the outside world by
the international press.

Isolated

‘In the end we were totally iso-
lated, we could not even get help
from Belgrade or the Russians,
says Dragutin Ilic of the Milose-
vie-backed Socialist Party.

‘We had no money and no
allies in the end. It became sui-
cidal to continue the war. The
leadership knew it was ruling a
small, poor state but thought it

conditions’ (one assumes he
means chronic civil war) or ‘end-
less strikes, like in Paris, or class
struggle, as in England’ will
result from any other approach.

In fact the space for manoeu-
vre between the working class
and the ruling class in which the
Social-democratic Party (SPD)
has traditionally moved has dis-
appeared.

All the SPD can offer is to
carry out the attacks on jobs and
living standards in a more con-

rt sinking

did not need the rest of the world.
This was very foolish.

‘As Karadzic’s grip on power
slips many around him are aban-
doning him, hoping for a place in
a new system. Those who remain
are the war profiteers, those who
made fortunes smuggling in gaso-
line, and the worst war criminals.

‘These people know that once
Karadzic goes they will lose
money and maybe their heads.
There is a lot of rancour and
bitterness now, even though
Karadzic understands he is fin-
ished. We could see some volatile
incidents before he goes’

Many Bosnian Serbs, workers
and intellectuals, remained loyal
to a multi-ethnic Bosnia from the
start, and like deputy chief of
staff Jovan Divjak, fought for it.

They were the forgotten peo-
ple, so far as imperialist govern-
ments and media (and some on
the ‘Left’) were concerned.

General Divjak’s visit to Lon-
don last Summer, like Bosnian
ambassador Filipovic’s remarks
about Serbs opposing Karadzic,
went unreported by the BBC.

Today’s opportunists are dif-
ferent. They blame Karadzic not
for starting the war, but for los-
ing it. They're extending a hand
— for the dollar.
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trolled way, keeping a few basics
like pensions and the health serv-
ice as intact as can be.

Although many workers may
be swayed by hopes of preserving
past gains through compromise,
the basis for the ‘social market
economy’ is actually shattered by
Germany's economic crisis.

This is why the SPD has been
running round like a headless
chicken for the last 18 months.

Party leaders Oskar Lafon-
taine and Gerhard Schroeder

Radovan Karadzic

1)
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recently floated the idea of
pumping a big dose of money into
the economy even at the risk of
further indebtedness.

Quoting Helmut Schmidt
many years ago, they said ‘5 per
cent inflation is better than 5 per
cent unemployment’.

Few commentators took this
suggestion seriously. The SPD's
own fiscal expert, Henning
Voscherau, said ‘in fact it is not a
real option’. Schmidt's ‘pro-
gramme’ is an attempt to pull
Lafontaine into line behind other
European social democrats, like
Blair, Wim Kok and Gro Harlem
Brundtland.

However, many SPD activists,
although they themselves are
middle-class products of political
life in the 1960s and 1970s, are
close enough to the working class
to know there is going to be
angry resistance to this road.

] = -
Division

The division in political cir-
cles in Germany is between those
who want to let market forces
rip, slash taxes and social
expenditure, shut ‘uneconomic’
plant and let unemployment do
its work, and those who want to
achieve the same ends in a more
orderly manner.

Thus many Social democrats
find themselves close to the
‘social’ wing of the conservative
CDU, while the right wingers in
the CDU may find friends among
the born-again free-marketeers
in the Free Democratic Party.

Moreover, the political élite
that lubricates and staffs the
‘social market economy’ is, itself
one of the overheads that many
business experts want to cut. This
social layer is in a state of consid-
erable confusion. The events in
France of last December alsc
weigh heavily on the minds of al’
German leaders.

Whatever happens, the work-
ing class is going to be involved ir
major social and political strug:
gles which will burst through the
shell of class collaboratior

imposed by the ‘social marke:
economy’.
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Aurderers’
iends

more grisly evidence is unearthed
genocide in Bosnia, don't forget the
grderers’ friends.

;2.' instance, the New Worker,
F of the New Communist Party

r “Though their Serb republic
at last, been recognised and given
=] standing to the Muslim-Croat
::_ation, the Bosnian Serbs are
ing asked to make substantial con-
jons in return,
"Over the past three years they
fought the imperialists’ puppet
E;.ias to a standstill. They've defied
20 bombs and Cruise missiles.
vve been starved by sanctions
blockade.
Now the Bosnian Serbs, together
b their Yugoslav allies, accept that
agreement represents the best
obtainable, given the balance of
s against them' (After the guns
silent, editorial, 1 December).
e Serb Chetniks whom New
ker,like the BBC, dignifies as ‘the
snian Serbs’, have brutally raped
men and children, and butchered
ands of people. Glorifying them,
Worker endorses fascism.
Socialist Action (January/Febru-
). fearing NATO’s first task may
1o smash the defences of the large
b suburbs of Sarajevo ... sees ‘In
mia a Serb population forcibly
porporated into a state of which
want no part’. It berates ‘sections
the west European left who effec-
ely endorsed this action’. Having
in Socialist Action hacks with Serb
fionalists, we don’t need their
Fice, or them.

et real

HATEVER is happening in the
1d, — mass graves in Bosnia and
anda, repression in Nigeria,
Malism in Germany and Britain —
't worry. Living Marxism, can
e youit's just an illusion.
In October, Joan Philips suggested
imates of Bosnians murdered by
Chetniks had been invented.
bs have been declared guilty of
ocide on hearsay evidence insuffi-
t to convict a bicycle thief
ared Mick Hume.
In December, Hume wrote: ‘Home
fretary Michael Howard's plans to
pten the screws further still on
nigrants and refugees... have pro-
ed accusations that he is “playing
race card” to attract the bigot
e ... Of course, those whom the
ernment’s tired and dirty little re-
ftion campaign tries to scapegoat
he country’s problems should be
gnded ...
But we should not get carried
iv with the notion that the impor-
battles of today will be fought
enst the right-wing politics of the
... When the authorities do slip
into their old ways they tend to
their fingers burned, as Metro-
Police chief Paul Condon did
h his “most muggers are black”
ement earlier this year’
But Condon kept his job, was
ended in the liberal press, and
=d in racist propaganda.

& reader urged Living Marxism to
the campaign against Shell and
rsecution of the Ogoni people.
but Andy Clarke claims ‘the cam-
fn against Nigeria is a cynical

pt to exploit the Ogoni’s plight

der to highlight the barbarism of
Africa..’
amping environmental cam-
ers together with ‘the British
lishment and its media’, Clarke
“The Ogonis would do well to ask
selves what are the motives
1d all the help they are getting
E the West.! What help?

iving Marxism chooses vague
hs like ‘the West’, or ‘the political
p=ie’ to obscure class issues.
ire's no trades description act in
fiics The only answer to such
faies is to produce the real thing.
| Charlie Pottins

!
}

Dayton: US write

Last week we published a statement from Workers Aid for Bosnia, and endorsed by the
Workers International to Rebuild the Fourth International, on the ‘peace deal’ agreed in

Dayton, Ohio, in the USA.

This week we begin the discussion on the meaning of the deal with an article by Attila Hoare.
Below we have a report from our friend in Tuzla, Faruk Ibrahimovic, about how the ‘peace

deal’ is affecting everyday life

‘MUCH more than on their own
strength, the Bosnian Serbs, at this
moment, are relying on the interna-
tional community, which they once
blamed for everything, to prevent
their total collapse’

So said the Serbian-opposition
weekly Vreme on 16 October 1995 fol-
lowing the ceasefire that had halted
the victorious advance of the Bos-
nian Army in western Bosnia.

On 10 October, Bosnian and Croat-
ian forces had liberated the towns of
Sanski Most and Mrkonjic-Grad. The
Serb-Chetnik army of Radovan
Karadzic was on the verge of col-
lapse and General Atif Dudakovic,
commander of the Bosnian Fifth
Corps, was preparing to march on
Banja Luka, the largest town in
Serbian-occupied Bosnia.

Foreign  Secretary  Malcolm
Rifkind admitted to the Bosnian
ambassador in London that the game
was up for the Karadzic Serbs. Croa-
tia too had expressed an interest in
driving Serbian forces from Banja
Luka.

As Vreme predicted, the Chetniks
were rescued by the Western powers,
or more particularly by the Ameri-
cans, who had established their lead-
ership of the West’s intervention in
the Balkans.

It was the Americans who success-
fully coerced Bosnian President Izet-
begovic into calling off his army’s
advance, throwing away the victory
for which the Bosnian people had
fought and died for three years to
prepare.

Until the summer of 1995, this
intervention had been paralysed by
the conflict between the Americans
and the west European powers over
how to set about partitioning Bosnia.

The west Europeans favoured the
full conciliation of Serbian aggres-
sion and sabotage of Bosnian resist-

ance. The Clinton regime, under
pressure from Congress, cautiously
worked to establish a military bal-
ance between Serbia on the one hand
and Croatia and Bosnia on the other.

They hoped to weaken the Ser-
bian occupation forces enough to
pressurise the Karadzic regime into
signing the Contact Group plan that
split Bosnia 49-51 per cent between
them and the Bosnians, but not
enough to encourage the Bosnians to
pursue a military victory.

In July 1995 they gave the nod to
Serbia’s conquest of the ‘safe areas’ of
Srebrenica and Zepa in Eastern Bos-
nia, welcomed the Croatian libera-
tion of Krajina, and briefly pressed
the Bosnians to give up the third
eastern enclave of Gorazde, which
they saw as ‘tidying up the map’ and
preparing the ground for a ‘clean’
partition.

The Clinton regime’s intervention
became more frantic when the
American Congress passed a resolu-
tion to lift the arms embargo on Bos-
nia unilaterally, with a margin wide
enough to override a Presidential
veto.

To preempt this, Clinton was
pressed finally to assert US leader-
ship over the west Europeans, who
were brought in line behind the
American policy of ‘forcing the Chet-
niks to be appeased.

The first serious NATO air-strikes
of the war, launched in late August,
succeeded in pushing the Karadzic
regime to sign the Contact Group
plan.

In September the Bosnians and
Croatians launched a major offen-
sive — Operation Mistral — that lib-
erated one-tenth of Bosnia. Their
advance had been facilitated by the

Selam morning! Life

BY FARUK IBRAHIMOVIC
TUZLA, BOSNIA

A SPECIAL bus full of local and for-
eign journalists escorted by the
NATO and Russian Implementation
Force (IFOR) passed down the north-
ern route into Tuzla that was
blocked off during the war.

Two weeks later a regular bus
service between Zupanja (the start of
the route in Croatia, where the first
two Workers Aid Convoys were
blocked in trying to go down the
northern route) and Tuzla began.

Because of this Zagreb can be
reached in ten hours, where before
the journey through the south took
two days. It’s even faster in a car. The
bus fare has halved — only 60DM.

Special permission to leave the
country is no longer needed either.

Tuzla expects a lot from this
improvement in its situation but it
still needs the rail links to be opened
to allow the flow of the huge quanti-
ties of raw materials necessary to
feed its hungry industry — and for
the flow of exports.

Some days ago a very thick fog
descended on Tuzla. President Bill
Clinton's arrival was delayed. The
smog comes from the fact that many
people still use coal and wood to heat
their flats and houses, some of these
to compensate for the electricity
shortage. The electricity ration is
6kWh per day.

While I was away this ration was
just enough for my wife and son but
the moment I switched on my com-
puter to do some work we had to be
careful about consumption. There

are some indications that this may
change soon.

People do not speak much about
the Dayton ‘peace deal’. The Workers
Aid for Bosnia resolution was
printed in the local paper Front slo-
bode (Freedom front) on 25 Decem-
ber, but there didn’t seem to be any
response on the letters’ page.

In my contact with ordinary peo-
ple, friends, other journalists, etc,
very few are delighted with the deal.
A handful look to make a personal
profit from the deal and some expect
foreign capital to reconstruct the
devastated country. Others neither
support nor opposed the deal. They
say the deal is the lesser evil’ to war.

Some compare the deployment of
US troops with the arrival of the
Austrians in 1878.

Others say we musn’t express our
stand towards the plan openly any
longer because CIA agents are com-
ing to investigate who is against the
Dayton ‘peace deal’. This last fact was
announced on Sarajevo TV news a
few days ago.

The consequences for those
against the deal were not spelled out.

The government, led by the prime
minister, is discussing privatisation.
In the first instance flats, banks and
companies will be privatised. Work-
ers have not welcomed this idea.
They want their share in the compa-
nies to be clarified first. Trade union
leaders have not expressed their
stand on the issue openly yet.

Although elections will be held in
September, inter-party struggles
have already started. TV and radio
programmes broadeast interviews
with party leaders. A new radio sta-

NATO strikes that disrupted the
Serbian communications system,
though in other respects they
derived little benefit from the
strikes, which were limited to east-
ern Bosnia, not to the west where the
offensive took place.

The real effect of the strikes was
to end resistance to the Serbian occu-
piers. So long as the Western powers
were evidently failing to stop Serbia,
the weak and vacillating regimes of
Izetbegovic and Tudjman were
forced to resist the partition of their
countries.

The NATO fireworks-display
allowed them to abandon the strug-
gle in favour of an unquestioning
reliance on the American Emperor.
The latter allowed the Bosnians and
Croatians to reduce the Serbian
occupation of Bosnia to the 49 per
cent stipulated in the Contact Group

. plan, before blowing the whistle.

Izetbegovic and Bosnian Prime
Minister Haris Silajdzic were taken
to Dayton in Ohio, far away from the
Bosnian people and their struggle,
where the Americans could keep
them isolated and pressurise them
into accepting the partition of their
country.

At Dayton, the Karadzic Serbs
were represented by a delegation led
by Serbian President Milosevic, end-
ing any pretence that the former had
been waging a civil war independ-
ently of the latter.

Milosevic was promoted as the
key peacemaker; prior to Dayton,
Washington had negotiated’ a settle-
ment to his dispute with Croatia
over Eastern Slavonia that was
highly unfavourable to the latter.

American threats of sanctions had
deterred a Croatian military move
into Eastern Slavonia; the deal
reached at Erdut stipulated that Ser-
bia’s proxies would retain the terri-

for G

tory for two years before it passed to
the Croats.

By contrast, the Dayton settle-
ment awarded the Chetniks terri-
tory in Bosnia, currently held by the
Croats, that would revert to Serbian
control by early February 1996, ie.
only three months after the signing
of the agreement.

Nevertheless, at Dayton Tudjman
proved to be a willing accomplice to
the efforts to force the Bosnians to
capitulate. All alone, the Bosnian del-
egation fell prey to internal differ-
ences that the Americans eagerly
exploited.

The more resolute Silajdzic quar-
relled with Izetbegovic; the US'’s
Richard Holbrooke took Silajdzic to
dinner and fed him stories of finan-
cial packages for post-war recon-
struction.

The territorial settlement proved
to be far more unfavourable to the
Bosnians than that of the original
Contact Group plan: the Americans
insisted on sticking to the plan’s for-
mula where it awarded the Chetniks
49 per cent of Bosnia, but not where
it restored to the Bosnians several
key territories.

Milosevic agreed to cede to the
Bosnians territory around Sarajevo,
in return for the Croatian abandon-
ment to the Chetniks of a wedge of
land around the towns of Mrkonjic-
Grad and Sipovo in western Bosnia
amounting to 4 per cent of Bosnian
territory.

This represented a net territorial
gain for Serbia, and meant that once
again Bosnia’s Bihac region would be
cut off from central Bosnia by Ser-
bian troops. The towns of Doboj and
Teslic that guarded the eastern flank
of  Serbian-occupied  territory
around Banja Luka would not go to
the Bosnians, as in the original plan.

The Bosnians were granted a land

and ‘peace’ in Tuzla

tion, ‘Slon’ (the Elephant) has been
set up by the Croats. We can expect a
new media war.

But a certain relaxation is evident
in the many jokes being told about
the present conditions. One refers to
the coming elections:

‘A woman fell down on the icy
road and President Izetbegovic hap-
pened to be close by. When he helped
her to her feet he said: “Don’t forget
this favour when it comes to the elec-
tion.” The woman replied: ‘T'm not
mad! And what’s more I didn’t fall on
my head.”

Tuzla. The theatre has regular per-
formances and the international
portrait gallery has an important
exhibition running. Rikard Larma, a
Sarajevo photographer employed by
Associated Press, has an exhibition
of photos from the most shelled place
in the world — Sarajevo.

The book Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina — A Tradition Betrayed by
Robert Donia and Richard Fine was
promoted here some days ago. Pro-
fesser Donia came from London for
the event.

Young people in Sarajevo used to
use a slang greeting ‘Vozdra, raja’
(from Zdravo, raja which means
‘hello folks'). Now they say Lamse,
raja(Selam, raja).

In Tuzla, people combine ‘Islamic’
and English words to say ‘Selam
morning’ or ‘Selam afternoon’ and
show their disagreement with
increasing Islamicisation, encour-
aged by the Dayton carve up.

== bread aday.

Some people’s living standards
have improved so they can run a car.
Traffic is very busy although the
streets are full of holes. A road main-
tenance company has started to
repair them.

Not far from Tuzla’s customs com-
pound we discovered a group of 170
people from Srebrenica — women
and old men only. They are living in
abandoned houses without proper
living conditions. They had only one
cooker.

They receive two cans of meat a
month and three-quarters of a loaf of

Some days before they had
received a whole loaf.

A woman had given birth with no
medical assistance.

Presumably the government SDA
party will hail this as a great success
story: people moved from the
underdeveloped village of Sre-
brenica to the town of Tuzla as the
party has helped so many more peo-
ple to become part of Europe — as
refugees.

Young people employed by IFOR
are paying income tax at the rate of
47 per cent deducted straight from
their pay packets.

An employment office for IFOR
has been set up — after all bureau-
crats must be able to live!

I wonder if their salary is the
measly 900DMs (£346) paid to the
others?

That's the price of peace! Those
who worked during the war with
UNPROFOR, UNHCR, WHO and
other humanitarian organisations
didn’t pay any income tax. Of course,
others didn’t get any income at all!
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eater Serbia

rridor to their eastern enclave of

razde, but unlike in the original
lan this would not include the key
own of Trnovo to the south of Sara-
vo. Indeed, a new road would have
o be built to make the corridor to

razde workable.

The biggest Bosnian territorial
oss was the Posavina region, the

ost strategically crucial territory

all Bosnia, that Serbia was to have
iven up under all previous Western
eace plans’.

Posavina controls the ‘corridor’

tween Serbian-occupied territory

western and eastern Bosnia, and
ad a pre-war Croat relative major-
ty, making the Croat members of the
snian delegation in particular
luctant to accept its loss.

But the Americans met Bosnian
rotests over Posavina with the
rgument that Tudjman and Milose-
ic had already agreed that the terri-

ry should go to Serbia, and that
here was no more to be said for the

atter.

From the wreck of Posavina the
roats were able to salvage only the
own of Odzak, while the fate of
rcko, the most important town, is to

decided by ‘arbitration’ a year
ter the signing of the agreement.

The Bosnians and their Croat
artners did make a gain in relation
o the original plan, namely, the eco-
omically worthless, strategically

arginal and largely Serb-inhabited
egion of south-west Bosnia that
hey had captured in their autumn
ffensive.

The only significant Bosnian ter-
itorial gain was territory in and
round Sarajevo, which Milosevic,

who spent much of his time at Day- -

on the worse for wear, whimsically
onceded to Izetbegovic on the
ounds that the Bosnian president

deserved’ it for having lived in the
pital throughout three years of
ege.

But Milosevic was sober enough to
eep Mt Trebevic to the south of

Sarajevo, from which Serbia can rain
hells on the Bosnian capital in any
ture conflict.

This territorial settlement,
xtremely unfavourable to the Bos-
ians, was combined with a military
ttlement that is still more unfa-

vourable.

Dayton stipulated a balance of
armed forces between Croatia, Bos-
nia and Serbia of 2:25 in favour of
the latter.

Of Bosnia’s portion, one third is to
go to the Chetniks’ ‘Republika Srp-
ska’. The remaining two thirds are to
be divided between the Bosnian gov-
ernment and the army of their part-
ners in  the  ‘Muslim-Croat
Federation’, the Zagreb-backed
‘Croatian Defence Council’ (HVO).

Dayton therefore enforces a Ser-
bian military preponderance of 63
per cent to 37 per cent over the Bos-
nians and Croatians combined.

Given the hostility of Croatia and
its HVO proxies to their nominal
Bosnian ally, the latter’s military
strength in proportion to its two
predatory neighbours is of the ratio
of 74 per cent compared to 296
(HVO) and 63 per cent (Chetnik).

In the event of a future Serbian-
Croatian military campaign to parti-
tion what is left of Bosnia, the latter
would be at a military disadvantage
of 7.4 to 92,6 per cent in relation to its
enemies.

This is justified in the text of the
Dayton agreement on the grounds
that the military balance must
reflect respective population sizes,
though Serbia and ‘Republika Srp-
ska’ do not enjoy a 17:10 advantage in
population over the Croatians and
Bosnians, even if one counts as Ser-
bian citizens the nearly two million
Kosova Albanians, who are unlikely
to derive much benefit from the Ser-
bian army in question.

Population sizes are not, of course,
used to determine the military bal-
ance in other parts of the world: in
the Middle East, for example, the
Americans maintain an oversized
Israeli army precisely on the basis of
little Israel’s ‘legitimate security
needs’ in relation to 100 million
Arabs.

The Dayton settlement destroys
multi-ethnic Bosnia not only in prac-
tice, but also in principle. The text of
the agreement announces that the
‘Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina' is
henceforth to be known as ‘Bosnia-
Herzegovina/, replacing a name con-
noting political unity with what is
essentially a geographicexpression,

The Bosnian-government and
Croatian-controlled areas are to
comprise a ‘Muslim-Croat Federa-
tion’, reduced in Dayton terminology
to an ‘entity’ equivalent to the Chet-

niks’ ‘Republika Srpska’, which
receives official recognition.

The two ‘entities’ are to share a
loose central government, but will
maintain separate armies and pow-
ers of taxation and a veto of central-
government legislation.

They also have the right to estab-
lish ‘special parallel relationships
with neighbouring states consistent
with the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina, in other words effectively to
become adjuncts to Serbia and Croa-
tia, respectively.

§§§§§§§§§§

While have the
extremely dubious right to return to
their homes on the territory of either
‘entity’, members of the presidency
and upper house of the central state
are to be ethnically determined.

This means that Muslims and
Croats living in ‘Republika Srpska’
cannot be represented in these bod-
ies except by Serbs; likewise, Serbs
living in the territory of the Muslim-
Croat Federation can only be repre-
sented in these bodies by Croats and
Muslims.

Dayton therefore
enshrines elements of apartheid into
the constitution of Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina.

The entire settlement will be
enforced by the presence of NATO
troops, who will keep the Bosnian
Army within the boundaries of its
‘entity’ but who will have no power
to enforce fair elections in ‘Repub-
lika Srpska’, or guarantee the safety
of refugees attempting to return to
their homes on the wrong side of the
ethnic divide.

But let us look on the bright side:
Clinton has achieved a foreign policy
triumph that he can parade before
the American people in the upcom-
ing elections; the cause of a damaging
division in NATO ranks has been
removed;, and Western politicians
need no longer be embarrassed by
the pictures of suffering Bosnians on
our television screens.

Clinton was even generous
enough to allow the formal signing
of the peace treaty to take place in
Paris, to satisfy the west European
craving for some share in the glory.
Never let it be said that a small
Balkan country was sacrificed for
nothing.

ilosevic ‘whimsiéally’ conceed Sarao saylnglzetl;egovic ‘deserved’ it for staying there -

legally

Poverty and
unemployment

THERE are some 50 million people
now living at or below the poverty
line in the European Union. This is a
jump of almost 10 millions over the
last 15 years.

These are among the findings of a
recent series of studies, Old and New
Poverty: The Challenge for Reform,
published by the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation.

Poverty is defined by the authors

as households with a disposable -

income of less than 50 per cent of the
average disposable income of the
country concerned.

According to this definition, some
20 per cent of all non-elderly house-
holds in the United States, among the
richest countries in the world, fell
below the poverty line by the mid-
1980s and the situation has undoubt-
edly got worse.

One of the contributors to the
book, Klaus Funken, distinguishes
between the past kind of poverty in
which people fell temporarily when
out of work or sick, and the now
almost permanent type of poverty
which has resulted from mass unem-
ployment and the cutback of welfare
provisions in western Europe and
north America.

It is this sort of poverty that is
being passed on from one generation
to another, the children of unem-
ployed parents being far more vul-
nerable to unemployment and
poverty themselves.

Whereas previously poverty used
to hit elderly people it is now the
young who are facing the brunt of
the crisis. Thus in Britain between
1974 and 1991, the number of children
under 16 dependent on state benefits
rose fourfold.

Nor does ‘economic growth’' — the
panacea to poverty trotted out by
the Labour leaders — appear to alle-
viate the problem.

Thus the book shows that in the
case of Germany, while economic
growth has amounted to some 70 per
cent in real terms over the last 20
vears the total number of poor has
more than doubled.

With the economy now almost
stagnant and the German govern-
ment looking for ways to slash social
welfare benefits, it is not hard to see
that those suffering poverty will
now grow dramatically.

The fact is that with or without
‘economic growth’ the number of
jobs is falling rapidly throughout
Europe. Thus in the case of Britain,
since 1991-92 — when we have sup-
posedly enjoyed an ‘economic
recovery’ — the number of jobs has
dropped by at least 800,000.

The figures — which come from
the Labour Force Survey, a quar-
terly survey of a large sample of
individuals in Britain — indicate
that if the rise in part-time jobs is
taken into account the fall in full-
time equivalent jobs is around the 1.1
million mark.

Equally significant is the fact that
the decline in employment has been
greatest among the 18-24 age group,
down by about 880,000.

It is these sort of figures that help
explain why the so-called ‘Welfare
State’ is in terminal crisis. Intro-
duced by the Labour government
under intense pressure after 1945, it
was designed to provide a ‘safety net’
for the short-term unemployed as
well as for the sick and elderly.

The Welfare State was, and is,
quite incapable of dealing with the
sort of structural crisis in which
capitalism, in Britain as well as
Europe and north America, is now
locked.

Part-time
earnings

IN A a recent article the Fimgmcaal
Times suggested that one of the re=-

sons that the much trumpeted ‘eco-
nomic recovery’ in Britain was hav-
ing so little effect on consumption
levels was that any increase in jobs
taking place involved the expansion
of part-time jobs which were hardly
above the level of state benefits.

The sort of earnings that the FT
was referring to can be judged by the
April 1995 New Earnings Survey
(NES) which reveals that median
earnings of female manual workers
were £3.68 an hour. For non-manual
female workers the median rate was
£4.94 an hour.

(The median rate — that is, the
midpoint of the earnings distribu-
tion where the number of those
above is equal to the number below
— isa more significant measure than
the simple average earnings figure
which is distorted upwards by a
relatively small number of high
earners.)

Even these figures under-estimate
the lousy wages on which increasing
numbers, mainly women, are forced
to try and survive. For the NES
excludes those whose earnings are
below the income tax threshold of
£68.00 per week.

The NES estimates that about a
fifth of all part-time workers, mostly
women, are not included in their sur-
vey.

Germany’s
stricken giant

ACCORDING to its chairman,
Daimler-Benz, Germany’s industrial
flagship group, is facing ‘gigantic
pressures’ following losses of over
£2billion on its overall operations.

Its electronics giant, AEG, and the
Dutch-based aircraft manufacturer
Fokker, are responsible for a consid-
erable slice of these losses.

AEG is to be broken up and the
company has been in negotiations
with the Dutch government about
the finance for a rescue package for
Fokker.

So far the Dutch government —
itself the owner of an 11 per cent
stake in the company — has failed to
come across with any cash. Given a
growing budgetary crisis it is highly
unlikely that it will provide funds on
the scale needed to keep Fokker in
business.

Unless the government changes
its mind Daimler has threatened to
pull the plug on Fokker and allow it
to collapse, with dire consequences
for the company’s near-8,000 work-
ers.

Daimler, after Royal Dutch Shell
Europe's second largest company,
acquired Fokker in 1993. It bought
the company — which specialises in
regional aircraft — as part of the
purchase of overseas assets designed
to avoid the consequences of a stag-
nant domestic market and rising
wage costs at home,

It was in the 1980s that Daimler
embarked on a whirlwind, £10 bil-
lion plus, expansion aimed at diver-
sifying what until then had been a
company almost entirely confined to
the making of cars.

The expansion took it into aero-
space, industrial electronics, con-
sumer goods and financial services.
The dream was to create a giant firm
able to compete with the largest out-
tits in the United States and Japan.

Now the dream is turning into a
nightmare.

Whodunhif?

SIR MARTIN JACOMB, chairman of
the Prudential, once infamously

declared that ‘insider trading’ — tak-
ing advantage of inside knowledge to

Threadneedle
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Tate’s
morals
(and
heroes)
and ours

LAST week my colleague Charlie
Pottins, with his customary acid
wit, flayed Dr Nicholas Tate, the
education ‘expert’ who wants
schoolchildren to be taught ‘tra-
ditional moral values’.

Judging by reminiscences of
Dr Tate contributed to various
newspapers by former colleagues
and pupils of his, the chief execu-
tive of the School Curriculum
and  Assessment  Authority
always was an extreme authori-
tarian with a rigid cast of mind,
and never was able to keep order
in his classroom.

One Tate-watcher suggested
that this rotten teacher might
have made a passable librarian.
That strikes me as grossly unfair
to librarians, a body of profes-
sionals whom I find on the whole
to be models of flexibility and
open-mindedness.

IN ANY case, moral values can't
be taught by rote, in the abstract,
and any attempt to do so is
doomed to failure, Children learn
right from wrong, not in a class-
room, but as part of the lengthy,
complex process of socialisation
and enculturation.

And if ‘the very concept of
value’ has been weakened, as Tate
claims, that weakening isn't the
fault of teachers; it reflects the
decay of a society based on
exploitation and greed.

Striking proof of this came
last week when, after sitting on it
for months — for as long as it
decently could — the government
at last published Young People
and Crime.

This devastating Home Office
study, issued with as little public-
ity as possible, shows how absurd
is the Tory claim that there is no
link between youth unemploy-
ment and crime.

The Home Office’s own
researchers say that for the first
time there is a generation of
young men who are not by their
late teens ‘growing out of' crime.
On the contrary, more and more
young men in their twenties are
getting involved in theft and
fraud.

By the age of 25 more than
three young men in every 10 (31
per cent) are involved in some
form of crime — excluding the
use of illegal drugs and motoring
offences. In the 22-to-25 age
group, more than one in four
voung men (27 per cent) are
involved in theft of property.

The study, based on 2500
interviews with young people
aged 14 to 25, is the first official
study of youth crime levels not
based on police figures, which
don’t take account of undetected
crimes.

It says the lack of any prospect
of a job is making it more diffi-
cult for young people to make the
transition to ‘responsible adult-
hood’. And it concludes that a new
generation of ‘perpetual adoles-
cents’ is emerging, embedded in a
criminal life-style. And it adds:

{Wlith the declining number
of young people in employment,
the capacity for the world of
work to provide a rite of passage
for young males has diminished.

An editorial in the Guardian
(19 January) finds that this
report ‘makes complete fools of
the succession of ministers who
have denied a link between crime
and unemployment. Michael
Howard may wish to avert his
eyes from the hundreds of thou-
sands of young men without
work but his own researchers
show how short-sighted this
approach has become.

Now, it needs no great imagi-
native leap to understand the
plight of the jobless young
They're not merely unemployed;
they have precious little hope of
ever finding work.

Notoriously denied benefit
before reaching the age of 18, an
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entire generation are thrust into
adult life desperately poor, hope-
less, and alienated.

And every day of their junk-
fed lives they are tantalised by a
different kind of junk: remorse-
less television advertising for
luxury goods — fast cars, smart
designer clothes, hi-fi equipment,
expensive male cosmetics — as
often as not crudely and cynically
portrayed as the indispensable
key to sexual success.

On top of which these young
men see before them every day
the grab-it-and-run examples set
by their betters: the media
tycoon, bankrolled by MI6, who
coolly steals his employees’ pen-
sion fund; the corpulent ski-
loving duchess who spends £3
million she hasn't got; the bosses
of privatised utilities who bra-
zenly enrich themselves.

It hardly needs underlining
that to become ‘embedded in a
criminal life-style’ is a long way
from being political protest as
revolutionary socialists unders-
tand the term; but when millions
of young men — a third of a gen-
eration — are so ‘embedded’, this
is already a fact of considerable
political importance, which seri-
ous socialists ignore at their peril.

Blair’s Newlabour and its
‘stakeholding economy’ have
nothing to offer these young men,
apart from the selfsame stinking
prisons the Tories consign them
to, those academies whose young
inmates learn about slopping-out
and about much else besides.

How can the moral values held
by royal parasites, privatisation
profiteers, and arms dealers be
held also by the young unem-
ployed? And what an insult it is
to our deprived children to teach
them that, in a class-divided soci-
ety, there can possibly be a ‘uni-
versal’ morality standing above
classes.

Only a fool or a scoundrel
would put a moral equals sign
between theft from the rich by
the poor and theft from the poor
by the rich.

BUT Dr Tate has another com-
plaint. ‘British herces’, he says,
are being ‘sidelined’ in school his-
tory books. He wants our chil-
dren to be taught ‘patriotic’
history. I gather he wants them to
learn about three historical fig-
ures in particular: Lord Nelson,
Florence Nightingale, and Wins-
ton Churchill.

This call for ‘patriotic’ history
is nothing new. It was heard back
in the early 1980s from Hugh
Thomas and other historians
associated with the right-wing
Centre for Policy Studies.

They wanted children to learn
a sanitised and selective version
of British history, a version that
would be expedient to the Tory
Party.

Such an exercise would not
involve the writing of anything
new. All that is needed is to rake
out and republish the history
textbooks used in British schools
100 years ago, with their glorifi-
cation of imperial conquest, their
racist belittling of conquered
peoples, their pretence that all
British deeds of arms were valor-
ous, all Britain’s enemies brutal

and perfidious.
Ninety years ago the econo-
mist JA. Hobson wrote

scathingly of what he termed
‘drum and trumpet history’. In his
eyes it was a high offence to teach
children such falsehoods.

Dr Tate’s choice of British
‘heroes’ brings interesting prob-
lems for the conscientious
teacher.

How can Nelson's name and
fame be separated from those of
his mistress, the profligate Lady
Emma Hamilton? Wasn’t Night-
ingale in fact more than a bitof a
martinet? And wasn't it Church-
ill who as home secretary was
responsible in 1910 for the troops’
use of bayonets against Welsh
miners at Tonypandy?
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‘Third Battle’ of new

ar

English civil war

BY DANIEL ROBERTSON

THE ‘Third Battle’ of Newbury
has begun! Protesters have moved
onto the site of the threatened
A34 Newbury Bypass for what is
becoming an epic confrontation
between the ‘Great Car Culture’
and those forces that want to pro-
tect Britain’s severely damaged
wildlife and countryside from
further destruction.

This road passes through a
Site of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, a Nature Reserve and
several Sites of Special Scientific
Interest.

These include Snelsmore Com-
mon (rare southern heathland),
the River Kennet (threatening
rare bird species), Rack Marsh
Nature Reserve, and Redding
Copse (containing animal species
supposedly protected by the
European Habitats Directive).

These nominally protected
status areas frequently seem to
be targeted by the Tories for road
building as they often have
sparse populations that cannot
fight back effectively.

Historical sites that will be
destroyed or degraded include
the sites of the First and Second
Battles of Newbury in the Eng-
lish Civil War — hence the ‘Third
Battle'slogan.

Construction of the bypass
was suspended in late 1994 in
response to public concern and to
allow other options to be exam-
ined.

However the government
later changed its mind, it short
circuited opportunities for pub-
lic consultation, scrapped a
proper consideration of environ-
mental impact and decided to
push ahead rapidly with the
planned road.

The arrogance with which this
was done has caused particular
fury. The campaign director of
Friends of the Earth said: ‘We feel
badly let down. Local people have
been preparing to start dialogue
... but will now have their efforts
thrown back in their face by a
government committed to road
building as a matter of dogma.

This anger has guaranteed a
strong response by the green
movement.

The Highways Agency — the
arm of government responsible
for reviewing the planned road
— has been slated by independ-
ent transport consultants for its
apparent incompetence.

The Metropolitan Transport
Research Agency said: ‘The High-
ways Agency has simply
reviewed the choice of route, not
whether a road is needed or not.
It dismissed other options in six
lines, and has not even fulfilled
its own terms of reference, which
included alternatives’

The agency has been criticised
for failing to carry out a full
Environmental Impact Assess-
ment, ignoring the views of the
National Rivers Authority on
likely damage to the Rivers Lam-
bourn and Kennet, and ignoring
the views of English Heritage on
feared effects on Donnington
Castle and the Battle of Newhury
sites.

Further protests have come
from the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds, Greenpeace,
the World Wide Fund for Nature,
the Council for British Archaeol-
ogy and the Wild Life Trust.
These organisations number mil-
lions among their members,

Proposed —>'
bypass

A3yl

MY

EREL sy

NEWBURY

* = Sites of Special Scientific Interest
1* = Snelsmore Common

2* = River Kennet

3* = River Lambourn

X = Historic Battlefield

\_’ﬁ

Map of the front line at the ‘Third Battle’ of Newbury

many of whom are ‘natural
Tories’.

An analysis of the road’s
impact by Friends of the Earth
has further demonstrated that
the bypass will not resolve New-
bury’s congestion problems. It
will actually attract more traffic
to the area.

Studies have shown that the
bypass will probably only take 5
per cent of the traffic from the
congested town centre — the pro-
portion that is long distance
traffic.

Applying the Department of
Transport’s own models reveals
that the traffic on the existing
ring road will be back to present
levels within five to seven years
of the new road opening.

Escalated

On top of all this the projected
cost of the scheme has escalated,
the police are complaining about
the cost of their operation and
demanding government finane-
ing, and recent rumours have
suggested that the scale of the
protests and mounting costs have
caused some of the contractors to
get cold feet about their involve-
ment.

So why is the government per-
sisting in this expensive and con-
troversial folly at a time when
most of their other road building
plans have been scrapped?

Originally the bypass was
planned to complete one section
of a projected strategic trunk
road between the Midlands and
the south England ports. This has
not been subject to public debate
or scrutiny.

It was admitted by the
Department of Transport back in
the 1980s, but this motive is now
hidden = behind propaganda
claims that it is being constructed
for the benefit of Newbury. This
is a deeply dishonest attempt to
defuse local opposition to the
destruction of so many valued
local sites.

Another factor appears to be

the appeasement of the local Tory
MP whose support for Major dur-
ing last summer’s Tory power
struggle was bought in exchange
for allowing the bypass to pro-
ceed.

Local campaigners also point
out that the allocation of a safe
local seat to Transport Minister
Sir George Young was made pub-
lic within hours of the hypass
being confirmed!

A growing backlash is now
developing among local people
who increasingly feel that they
have been fooled. This was dem-
onstrated when large numbers of
local people joined protesters to
replant trees on one of the first
sites to be cleared.

The demonstrators have
shown great imagination and
courage in their plans to stop the
road. Dwellings have been con-
structed in the tree tops con-
nected by ropes. Underground
tunnels have been dug to hamper
the work. Workers Press visited
the site and spoke to several peo-
ple.

‘T complained about media
misrepresentation and violence
by security guards: ‘The media
say we are criminals when all we
are doing is trying to save the
trees.

Tt's us who are being mis-
treated. I was hit over the head
and fell unconscious to the
ground. They kicked me in the
ribs and I could hardly breathe.

‘It took them an hour to get an
ambulance to me from a place
that was only five minutes away.

‘When I went to the police sta-
tion and said I wanted to press
charges against them for assault

they just didn't want to know.

‘They said can we have proof.
took pictures and video record-
ings to them and I said this is
what happened but they still
didn't want to know — they're
just all for the security side.

‘A lot of the security guards
don't want to do the job, but
they've been told by the bosses,
especially if they have been on
the dole, you take the money or go
away. We talk to the security
guards.

‘On the first day they came
down a lot of them felt it wasn't
worth it. They thought they were
fighting for a bad cause while
being poorly paid.

‘Most of the security guards
think we are going to fight with
them. We try to get over to the
press and TV that we don't fight.
They drag us away and we try to
stop the chain saws and diggers.
We lock ourselves underneath
the wagons to try and stop them
moving to other sites to destroy
trees-

‘But there’s lying publicity in
the papers at the moment that
says that we drink wine and have
massive parties. They say the
local people are against us, but a
lot of the food we have we don't
buy — the local people bring it in

to us.
Food

‘If you go up to the visitors'
site it is full of the food people
bring in. We have people coming
down to us at weekends asking us
what we want.

‘The contractors break their
own security rules and regula-
tions on using chainsaws. They
don’t wear gloves and they allow
people to get too close. We've got
more and more protesters coming
down from all over the place.

‘We could build camps all
along the way of the route, maybe
have a festival They can make all
the plans they want but at the
end of the day we can make plans
tool

Another demonstrator ‘W’
said: ‘The cost was originally £65
million, but now its gone up to
£101 million — and that’s without
the policing costs. Its supposed to
take two years to build, but with
what we're doing it’s going to
take six years!

‘This bypass is not going to
solve Newbury’s problems. What
we really need is for the govern-
ment to put money into some-
thing positive like public
transport, upgrading the roads in
Newbury and making people
aware of the need to share cars.

The courage of these young
people should be saluted. They
are taking great personal risks as
well as suffering media witch-
hunting to fight a system that
puts profiteering and political
fixing ahead of the real needs of
people and the environment.

If you want to help phone Jill
Eisele on 01635 45544 or Susan
Millington on 01488 682817.
Coaches go to the site from Lon-
don — phone 0171-281 4621.
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The Fleet Street Support Unit was a central component of the fight to defend
sacked workers from Murdoch’s News International ten years ago. LARRY
HYETT and ALAN CLARK were both members of the unit and are members
of the GPMU print union. They write on that dispute in a personal capacity

Every week there were marches from Tower Hill to ‘Fortes apping’

IN JANUARY 1986, over 6,000
printworkers, compositors, cleri-
cal staff and other ancillary staff
were locked out by Rupert Mur-
doch when he moved his entire
newspaper operation out of Fleet
Street and Gray’s Inn Road to a
brand new purpose-built plant
on the site of the old docks at
Wapping in east London.

This was after months of talks
between management and unions
finally broke down.

Management were seeking to
impose a legally-binding agree-
ment, flexible working, a no-
strike clause and abandonment of
the closed shop.

One thing became clear. Mur-
doch had been planning this
move for some time.

Talks with the unions had
been to stall them while he got
the building ready. Little did the
workforce know or realise, Mur-
doch had other plans for them.

He had sought planning per-
mission to build his new plant
because this gave him the option
of a green-field site. Wapping, he
said, was for printing a new
newspaper called the London
Post.

Ploy

But this was a ploy to break
the power of the unions and get
rid of them once and for all.

His newspapers were printed
in old buildings where the work-
force often worked in hot dirty
conditions.

The working environment
was appalling and the hours were

Inmate denies reponsibility for Libeck deaths

Residents criticise unsafe
conditions and isolation

BY BOB ARCHER

GERMAN police have arrested a
21-year-old Lebanese inmate at
the Liibeck hostel where nine
asylum seekers lost their lives in
afire.

The public prosecutor re-
ported that the man detained had
detailed knowledge of the out-
break of the fire and made suspi-
cious comments on his involve-
ment to one of the firefighters
who fought the blaze. The man
has denied the accusations.

A six-year-old girl, the daugh-
ter of one of the victims, also died
later in hospital.

Thirty-five people were still
in hospital three days after the
fire, six of them on the danger

There were 60 people in the
three-storey building when the
fire broke out. Three people are
still unaccounted for. There were
47 residents officially registered.

Survivors of the fire and rela-
tives of the victims have been
joined by local supporters in a
solidarity committee. They have
put a number of demands on the
authorities, including help in
shipping bodies home.

Suspects

Four young suspects from the
former east Germany arrested
near the blaze were released.

The local public prosecutor
said they were not connected
with the fire.

Three of the young men had
been stopped by police before the

fire broke out and some distance
away in connection with a car
theft.

When the same police later
saw them near the fire, they
became suspicious. They were
arrested at home in Mecklenburg
the next morning together with a
fourth man.

However, despite hours of
questioning, the police were
unable to connect them with the
fire,

There have been complaints
that the police have swept under
the carpet a fire-bomb attack on
the hostel six months ago.

The police have also denied
early reports that the fire had
broken out simultaneously in
several parts of the house.

Apparently the fire broke out
on the first floor. Investigators

did not expect to have quick
results in the search for chemical
traces or evidence of a faulty
appliance or electrical fault.

Residents in the hostel empha-
sised that even if the fire was not
the result of a racist attack, the
conditions there were unsafe and
deliberately isolate the residents
instead of integrating them into
the local population.

There are about 10,000 asylum
seekers in the State of Schleswig-
Holstein.

Between 2,000 and 2,500 live in
the same kind of communal
accommodation as the home in
Hafenstrasse.

How asylum seekers are
accommodated is, as in Britain, a
matter for the local authority in
the area to which they are
assigned.

Shocked reactions to hostel fire

POLITICAL, trade union and
religious leaders in Germany
reacted to the terrible fire in
Libeck with loud platitudes
about ‘erecting bulwarks against
xenophobia’.

Protestant Bishop Kohlwage
said on the radio that ‘people
should not have to fear for their
lives in our country’.

Local people in Liibeck came
with tributes and held vigils in
the freezing cold to commemo-
rate the victims of the fire.

Schoolchildren in the town
held a march against racism,

Undoubtedly many Germans
were profoundly shocked by the
apparent return to right-wing
terror attacks on immigrants.

Politicians and the media have
spent a lot of time recently pat-
each other on the back about
uccessful ‘eradication’ of

politicians are clearly to blame
for spreading anti-immigrant
feeling.

Henning Voscherau is Social-
democratic national spokesper-
son on taxation and incidentally
mayor of Hamburg,

Two weeks ago he broke off in
the middle of a full-page news-
paper interview on the need to
cut taxation and government
spending in order to blame asy-
lum seekers for the country’s eco-
nomic difficulties.

Condemning the huge cost to
the government of massive
unemployment, he went on: ‘A
special role is also played how-
ever by the streams of refugees
and the imported poverty they
entail. Hamburg is a good exam-
ple. Every second poor person
thereisan immigrant.’

The Social-democratic Party
(SPD) has no realistic socialist
programme fo“ the crisis.

an echo among middle-class and
working-class people suffering
the effects of the economie crisis.

Nevertheless, the thought that
the Liibeck fire was the result of a
racist attack did unleash a wave
of revulsion.

The Social-democratic mayor
of Liibeck called for direet action
against racists and promised that
steps would be taken to integrate
asylum seekers into normal fam-
ily housing and end their isola-
tion in hostels.

Denied

However, the Social-demo-
cratic premier of the state of Sch-
leswig-Holstein, Ms Simonis,
denied that the hostel had been
overcrowded and urged people
not to be carried away by a sense
of excessive solidarity to help
asylum seekers to settle illegally.

(Ms Simonis's predecessor as
Social-democratic state premier,
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in a slush-fund scandal known as
the ‘cupboard affair’)

Angry comment in the British
press about the fire has failed to
emphasise two points. One is that
the British laws on right of asy-
lum, and the treatment of asylum
seekers here, are even less fair
than they are in Germany. They
stand to become much worse
under the current Asylum Bill.

Secondly, British accommoda-
tion for asylum seekers can be
just as bad, if not worse, than
what is offered in Germany.

Recent television reports here
have highlighted profound safety
concerns about a hostel in Maida
Vale, Westminster, where asy-
lum-seekers are placed by the
council and about the conditions
faced by asylum seekers who are
lodged in boarding houses on the
Kent coast.

How long will it be before a
tragedy in Britain raises all the
questions and doubts being aired
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Wappmg ten years on

unsociable. In many cases the
money was not as good as it was
made out to be.

Murdoch decided to move his
newspapers to Wapping after he
saw what Eddie Shah had
achieved in 1983 when he took on
the unions, especially the
National Graphical Association,
and printed Today without them.

Secret planning was involved
in setting up such an operation.
Just as with Eddie Shah earlier,
there was help from the EETPU
electricians’ union and its leader
Eric Hammond. Murdoch struck a
one-union deal. Without the elec-
tricians’ union it's doubtful if
Murdoch or Shah could have
done it.

The Wapping dispute, as it
became known, lasted 13 months.
Every bit of anti-union legisla-
tion that the Tory government
had put in place was used. Mur-
doch boasted that during that
time he never lost a single copy of
his papers. That is possibly true.

But Murdoch had planned this
moment for months, if not years.
The union rank-and-file only had
hours to plan anything before
they were thrown on the street
on 24 January.

Murdoch had erected a ring of
barbed-wire fencing around his
building with security guards to
keep the sacked printers out and

- no doubt to keep the scabs in. He

also had the knowledge that the
state’s police would also make
sure that his papers got out, and
they did.

The sacked printworkers and
their supporters had Brenda
Dean (SOGAT) and Tony Dub-
bins (NGA), who thought up the
idea of the ‘Boycott Campaign’
and did everything possible to
stop the dispute spreading
throughout the rest of Fleet
Street.

The so-called ‘Boycott Cam-
paign’ was supposed to ask people
to stop reading any of Murdoch’s
papers and therefore bring him
to his knees.

Thousands

Though many thousands of
people agreed with the call it was
not enough to stop Murdoch and
many sacked printworkers knew
this.

The ‘Boycott Campaign’ was
initially supported by the joint
FoC/MoC committee (shop stew-
ard committee). But this commit-
tee later realised that Fleet Street
had to be brought out if they
were going to win.

They often ran foul of the
union leadership, when they
questioned who should be runn-
ing the dispute — the joint com-
mittee or the national executives.

The Fleet Street Support Unit,
a group of active print workers,
fought throughout the dispute
for the rest of Fleet Street to be
brought out and for a national
print strike alongside mass
picketting.

They organised meetings, leaf-
lets and a newsletter called the
Printworker for those in dispute.
They got great support for their
demands, but were unable o con-
vince the majority of printers
that the only way to beat Mur-
doch was to break from the lead-
ership and demand that the
‘Boycott Campaign’ be scrapped.

Support for the dispute came
from far and wide. Miners came
down on the picket line and
joined the marches on many occa-
sions. After all, it was only one
year on from their own 1984-85
strike.

Support also came from the
Lesbian and Gay movement,
though this was viewed with sus-
picion at first by the rather con-
servative printers. But they soon
welcomed this support on every
demonstration.

Wapping tenants and resi-
dents added their powerful
support. They sometimes had to
live under siege conditions
because of police road blocks.
Without doubt the Wapping resi-
dents’ support group showed that
solidarity between workers in
dispute and local people could
come together into one fight.
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not forget Women Against Mur-
doch formed by those in dispute
and wives and girlfriends of male
printers.

Their support during the dis-
pute, as women have shown in
many other disputes that have
taken place in Britain in recent
years, was invaluable. It was
great to see them marching arm-
in-arm, sometimes right at the
front of the march.

But one group printers
couldn’t count on was the TUC. In
fact these leaders hardly
appeared. They hadn’t done much
for the miners, and they certainly
weren't going to challenge the
Tory anti-union laws. They had
been flat on their backs since
Thatcher had come to office —
and still are.

One feature of the dispute was
the weekly marches: every
Wednesday and Saturday night
from Tower Hill to the gates of
Murdoch’s building.

Joined

Printworkers were joined by
thousands of workers and other
Fleet Street print union chapels.
They were a crescendo of noise,
whistling and singing, particu-
larly as the march got nearer and
nearer ‘Fortress Wapping', as it
became known.

A number of times the
protests turned into clashes
between police and marchers
when frustration arose because
the demonstration was stopped.
The biggest distrubance came on
the anniversary of the dispute,
when the clashes were so violent
that it ‘shocked a nation’, as a
report into that night put it.

A police inquiry was called for
and legal observers on the march
issued a press statement in which
they said police tactics were: ‘pro-
vocative, unlawful and unneces-
sarily violent’.

During the 13-month dispute,
Dean and Dubbins, the union
leaders, put to the sacked print-
ers, on three separate occasions, a
package for ending the dispute
that had been worked out in
secret talks with Murdoch. But
three times it was turned down.

Printers didn't want a settle-
ment where Murdoch would win.
They wanted their jobs back
inside Wapping. They wanted to
print newspapers again.

In the end Dean and Dubbins
caved in and called off the dis-
pute. They were not prepared to
challenge the anti-union laws
which still stand today.

The finances of the union were
apparently put before the mem-
bers. An agreement was reached
with Murdoch and everyone had
to abide by it. After 13 months of
sometimes bitter dispute, print-
workers and their supporters had
stood outside Murdoch’s plant for
nothing.

-
Pain

All the pain, misery, suffering
and deaths meant nothing. There
were no jobs on offer. It was a sell
out. The printers were angry and
annoyed with their leadership.
What had they done!

After the defeat other propri-
etors rushed to build new plants
and move from Fleet Street.
Although they didn’t sack all
their workers like Murdoch, they
did demand legally binding
agreements, no closed shop, flex-
ible working, etc. There were
drastic cutbacks and thousands of
jobs lost.

But the lessons of one of the
most memorable disputes in the
newpaper industry’s history are
that the wunions were not
defeated, they were pushed back
— a long way in some cases. But
chapels still survive and are
working to win back lost ground.

Employers are still on the
attack, cutting jobs, lowering

wages and bringing in casual
labour. They have the Tory
government’s complete backing
on anything they want to do.
Workers must also think seri-
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Mass graves near Brcko and Srebrenica

MORE EVIDENCE
OF GENOCIDE

MORE mass graves have
been found in Bosnia,
grisly evidence of the
genocide carried out by
Serb nationalist forces.
Graves located near
Brecko, in north-east Bos-
nia, may hold the remains
of some 3,000 people mur-
dered in ‘ethnic cleansing’
operations in June 1992.

More graves, theught to be
those of massacred Bosnian pris-
oners of war, have been found
near Srebrenica, the Bosnian ‘safe
area’ in eastern Bosnia overrun
and ‘ethnically cleansed’last sum-
mer, after the UN decided to give
it up to the Serbs.

There may be more than a
dozen graves near Brcko, where
people were killed on the streets
and at detention centres like that
at Luka dock, near the Serb
Orthodox church.

Witnesses say bodies were
dumped in the river Sava at first,
and later some were cremated.
They also allege that four mass
graves may have been dug up,
and the bodies destroyed in a
nearby animal feed plant.

Brecko is in the contested
Posavina corridor where east-
west Serb supply routes cut the
northern route to Tuzla. Under

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

the Dayton agrement it remains
in Serb nationalist hands, with
US ‘peacekeepers’.

Reporter  Scott Peterson
(Daily Telegraph, 22 January)
says the mass grave he has been
to is a stone’s throw away from
the main Brcko-Bijelina highway
along which NATO military con-
voys are passing.

The UN war crimes tribunal
requested assistance from the
Implementation Force (IFOR)
last week, but IFOR’s US com-
mander-in-chief Admiral
Leighton Smith said: WATO is
not, [ repeat NATO is not, going
to provide specific security, or in
other words guarantee security
for teams investigating these
grave sites.

He said his troops would
report, but not interfere with,
any suspicious activity around
the graves.

Reporters who have been to

Palestinian voters
deliver message

PALESTINIANS in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank and Gaza,
using their first opportunity to
vote in national elections last
week, delivered a mixed message
to their leaders.

With 88 per cent of votes, PLO
chairman Yasser Arafat is Presi-
dent, still without a state. About
three quarter of a million people,
some 75 per cent of those regis-
tered to vote, did so, defying har-
assment from Israeli settlers in
Hebron and intimidation by
Israeli secret police in Jerusalem.

Those who voted also ignored
boycott calls from Islamic mili-
tants and the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine

PFLP).

Arafat’s lone brave challenger,
elderly welfare campaigner
Samiha Khalil, got less than 10
per cent. But despite the absence
from the lists of the PFLP and
Democratic Front, and (officially

at least) of Hamas, and despite the
invasion of some polling stations
by Arafat’s ‘heavies, his Fatah
movement did not get a walkover.

In East Jerusalem, where
Fatah’s candidate was a million-
aire businessman, liberal critic
and academic Hanan Ashrawi
topped the poll as an independ-
ent, one of three women winning
there.

In Gaza, Haider Abdel Shafi,
who criticised Arafat’s tendency
to one-man rule and willingness
to accept whatever the Israeli
government offered, was elected.
In Ramallah, Abdel Jawad Saleh,
whom the Israelis exiled for 20
years, easily defeated Fatah.

Arafat’s police continue deing
the Zionist state’s dirty work. The
Palestinian ‘self-rule’ council will
have few powers. But evidently
many Palestinians want to use it
as a platform to articulate their
views.
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the graves at Glogova, north-west
of Srebrenica, say they could eas-
ily hold hundreds of bodies of
Bosnians murdered by the Serbs.
Jonathan S. Landay says one is a
50 by 20 yard rectangle, the other
roughly circular with a 30 yard
diameter.

‘Several human leg bones were
embedded in the rectangular
swath, nearby sat the crown of a
human skull. A human jawbone
with teeth, one of which was
missing a filling, was found at the
far end.

‘Several more human bones
were embedded in the circular
swath, where the odour of human
flesh could be smelled. Also
frozen into the middle of the cir-
cular patch was a shirt sleeve or
trouser leg containing a bone.
Several boots stuck out of the
earth of both patches, and a strip
of gauze bandage lay on the
rectangular swath’ (Christian
Science Monitor, 19 January).

Glogova, the site of a Muslim
hamlet destroyed by the Chetniks
in May 1992, is three miles west of
Bratunac, a Serb-held town.

Reporters reached the area by
back roads, evading Serb check-
points. Four other grave sites
were discovered near Srebrenica
in August and October.

Not far from the Glogova
graves is a former warehouse,
now used for farm animals. Bul-
let-scarred walls testify to what
went on there after the fall of
Srebrenica.

Some 40,000 residents were
expelled from the town when the
UN withdrew its ‘protection’.
About 10,000 men and boys set out
across country, marching at
night, to reach Bosnian govern-
ment-held territory. Some were
lured into an ambush by Serb
Chetniks disguised in UN uni-
form.

Captured

Hakija Husejnovic was one
of those captured when their
column was ambushed by the
Serb forces. General Mladic, the
Chetnik commander, war crimi-
nal, and member of the ‘Yu-
goslav’ army general staff, told
them: ‘We evacuated your fami-
lies. You are all going to be
evacuated yourselves in one or
two days. They were marched
to the warehouse at Kravica.

‘As soon as we got to the
warehouse we sat down, and
they started to shoot’ says
Husejnovic. The shooting lasted
two or three hours. As night

fell, and the shooting abated, he
managed to pull two bodies on
top of himself. He hid like this
in pool of blood for 24 hours.

‘The following morning the
Chetniks came back to finish
off any survivors.

‘At 10 am a bulldozer
rammed through the wall, and
began loading corpses on to
trucks which drove off towards
Glogova. The operation lasted
until dark, when Husejnovic
escaped.’

“Virtually everyone who was
in the warehouse was killed. We
think this may well be the place
where they are buried, said US
assistant secretary of state for
human rights John Shattuck, who
led a team to Glogova last Sunday
(Guardian, 22 January).

They were escorted through
Serb checkpoints not by IFOR
troops but by Serbian police, part
of the Milosevic regime’s attempt
to distance itself from its Bosnian
Serb allies.

The involvement of forces
from Serbia itself in the
onslaught on Srebrenica and
Zepa, which the British media
tended to play down, has been
highlighted again by the revela-
tion that some people from this
part of Bosnia were detained in

camps in Serbia. And war crimes
prosecutor Richard Goldstone
charged on 19 January that the
Serbian government was still
refusing to co-operate with his
investigations.

Indicted

‘Nothing has changed since the
Dayton agreement even though it
commits the signatories to help
detain indicted war criminals
and ensure their speedy transfer
to the international court in the
Hague,' he said.

Meanwhile in Zagreb, UN offi-
cials blamed computer thieves
for the disappearance of informa-
tion on atrocities in Croatian
Krajina from their headquarters.

Some Serbs from western Bos-
nia have been dumped in ruined
and plundered Srebrenica. Under
cover of the UN’s treacherous
‘protection’, the British and
French governments intended to
hand Srebrenica, Zepa and
Gorazde over to Serbian rule in a
deal with Serbia’s Milosevic.

Under the US-brokered Day-
ton agreement, only Gorazde
remains in Bosnian hands, still
surrounded by Serb Chetinik
guns. Genocide has so far not
been punished, but rewarded.

MORE Chechen guerrilla attacks,
perhaps in the heart of Moscow,
have been predicted affer
Chechen fighters made a mock-
ery of Russian President Yeltsin's
blundering military might, and
his Western imperialist backers.

Russian troops attacked the
village of Pervomayskoye in
Dagestan for four days with how-
itzers, multiple rocket-launchers
and helicopter gunships to dis-
lodge a small Chechen force and,
supposedly, save its hostages.

US Defence Secretary William
Perry, doubtless mindful of his
own armed forces’ feats in Viet-
nam and elsewhere, said the Rus-

sian response was ‘entirely
correct’.
Russian  generals lyingly

claimed the Chechens had begun
shooting hostages. When the
smoke cleared, Pervomayskoye
was in ruins, cattle were killed,
and some of the hostages lay dead
alongside guerrillas — victims
not of their captors but of their
supposed ‘rescuers’.

General Barsukov, the Russian
commander, and Interior Minis-
ter General Anatoly Kulikov
were appearing at a Moscow
press conference to claim victory,
and promise ruthless action in
future,

Reports from Chechnya said
the guerrilla leaders had all
escaped, taking 20 Russian sol-
diers with them as hostages. ‘No

one is trying to shoot them,’ guer-
rilla Maksud Ingulbayev assured
reporters. He described Russian
military action as ‘chaotic’.

In Turkey, hijackers of a Black
Sea ferry carrying Russian pas-
sengers, gave themselves up
peacefully, and the boat resumed
its voyage.

Although Yeltsin had criti-
cised the Turkish government for
not taking tough action against
the pro-Chechen hijackers, Rus-
sian Prime Minister Viktor Cher-
nomyrdin  thanked Turkish
Prime Minister Ciller for the way
the crisis had been handled.

If heavy-footed reliance on
hardware didn't indicate already
low morale in the Russian armed
forces, the fiasco at Pervo-
mayskoye will certainly not raise
it. Nor is it likely to terrorise the
Chechens into submission.

Yeltsin's war in Chechnya may
enjoy sympathetic backing in
Washington and London, but it
has been a disaster for Russians
and Chechens alike, and has now
brought tragedy to Dagestan.

Without defending the use of
civilian hostages, let alone the
corrupt politics of Chechnya’s
President Dudayev, we must
demand with our comrades of the
Socialist Workers Union in Rus-
sia the withdrawal of Russian
forces from Chechnya, so that the
Chechen people can be free to
resolve their own problems.

o
Bodies of Chechen rebels after the four-day battle
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