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THE eighth Workers Aid for Bosnia convoy is about to
leave on its long journey to the mining town of Tuzla

in north-east Bosnia.

The nine-strong convoy of lorries from Britain and
Spain will take 40 tonnes of aid for the Tuzla miners, the
Tuzla district trade union committee, several local

schools, and the town’s university.

Throughout the war, the governments of the world have backed the
brutal efforts of Serbia to break up Bosnia and reduce it to a series of

ethnic ghettoes.

The working people of Bos-
nia, its young people in particu-
lar, have fought back heroically
against this racist barbarism.

Throughout Europe there is
revulsion at the genocide in
Bosnia and the complicity of
the ‘great powers’, typified by
the onslaught on the United Na-
tions so-called ‘safe area’' of
Bihac.

Solidarity

The Workers Aid convoys
are the first to turn this feeling
into practical solidarity from
outside Bosnia by the organised
working class.

When the first Workers Aid
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convoy in August last year re-
ceived great public support,
cynics on the ‘left’ said: ‘It will
only last a few months.’

But only these ‘great social-
ists’ soon lost interest and tur-
ned their backs on the campaign
for international solidarity. The
Bosnian people could not ‘move
on’, and they did not give up.
The support and sympathy from
outside did not ‘move on’.

Last week supporters of
Workers Aid collected money in
the streets of Durham. By the
end of the day it was hard to find
anyone in the town not wearing
a Workers Aid sticker.

It is this sort of support that
has made it possible to send a
convoy to Bosnia every month.
Last week Workers Aid bought
two large lorries capable of car-
rying an extra 16 tonnes of aid
on each trip.

Only four-weeks have gone
by since our last convoy yet our
warehouses are overflowing
with aid, with more arriving
each day. Supermarket collec-
tions have been organised all
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over the country every week.

The Workers Aid phones
never stop ringing with calls
from people pleading to go on
one of the eonvoys. Our problem
is lack of people to deal with this
stream of inquiries.

Touring

New Workers Aid groups
continue to spring up. A student
who went on two recent convoys
has been touring the country
speaking at universities and col-
leges about his visits to the
Tuzla university.

Students from Leicester and
Cambridge are on the present
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convoy with lorries that they
have bought through fund-rais-
ing activities. Leeds students
are buying a campaigning
vehicle for fund-raising in
Britain.

Bosnian children in Britain
have organised collections in
several primary schools, and
Workers Aid speakers have
addressed several school
assemblies, where they have
faced a barrage of questions
about how the convoys get to
Bosnia, what the war is about,
and so on.

The Christmas convoy is also
taking the rave organisers
‘Desert Storm’ to Tuzla. ‘Desert

Namibian
election
results

THE Workers Revolu-
tionary Party of Nami-
bia won 952 votes in the
general election held in
that country on 7 and 8
December. The WRP
won support in all but
three of the 95 contituen-
cies and made its name
known on a national
scale.

Victors

The victors in the
election were the South
West Africa People’s
Organisation, which se-
cured over two-thirds of
the votes cast and won
53 seats in the national
assembly.

SWAPO’s nearest
rival, the Democratic
Turnhalle Alliance,
gained 15 seats and the
United Democratic
Front two seats.

Although there were
over 850,000 registered
voters, under 500,000
votes were actually
cast.

Demonstrators protested outside the
immigration appeals offices in
Birmingham on 6 December, protesting
at the threatened deportation of Hemlata
Patel to India. Hemlata came to Britain in
1986 from India. Two months after
arriving she married a man she had met
when he made an earlier visit to India.
Shortly after the marriage Hemlata was

deported to India.

Hemlata has now rebuilt her life, with a
steady job and many friends in the
Birmingham area. Her deportation to
India would mean she had no job and

subjected to domestic violence and, on
police advice, left her husband. Because
the marriage did not last 12 months, the
Home Office told Hemlata she would be

would face social isolation as a divorced
woman. Lawyers say that the latest
appeal went well. The result, which could
take up to three months, is now awaited.
Those wishing to help the campaign to
stop the deportation of Hemlata Patel
should contact Huhammed Idrish on
021-551 4518.
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Storm’ have been at the centre
of the fight against the Criminal
Justice Act, and have raised
money to transport their sound
system to Tuzla, where a rave
party is organised for New
Year’s Eve.

To get to Tuzla the convoy
team will spend ten days driv-
ing through bad weather condi-
tions, on dirt tracks and
mountain roads. They will sleep
in sub-zero temperatures in the
backs of their lorries.

But if anyone can get there,
it will be the Workers Aid
convoy.

This determined fight is now
starting to have an impact in the
trade unions. The convoys have
helped put working-class poli-
tics back on the agenda in Tuzla.
Our last convoy brought back a
letter from Tuzla trades unions
calling for the building of an
international movement
against fascism.

Impact

It is already having an im-
pact in Britain and elsewhere.
Several trades union councils
have backed a proposal to bring
a delegation of trades unionists
from Tuzla to tour Europe in
order to tell the truth about this
war.

A rave going to besieged
Tuzla may look far removed
from the actions of people who
went to fight fascism in the
Spanish civil war in the 1930s.

But these convoys are a sign-
post to the future rebuilding of
an international working-class
movement that was destroyed
at the hands of the fascists and
Stalinists in Spain.

Seasons greetings

to all our readers

WORKERS PRESS sends
warmest seasonal greetings
to all our readers and
supporters, and thanks you
for your support throughout
the past year, without which
we could not have survived.
This will be our last issue of
the year. Our next issue will
appear on 7 January.
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Grim reality for
young homeless

AS Christmas approaches, the charity Centre-
point has produced a survey of the homeless
that gives a vivid picture of the grim reality
experienced by thousands of young people in
London, as the social crisis engulfs them. The
same picture exists in every major city in the
country. ‘ -

Centrepoint's research shows that young people
are becoming homeless at a younger age, and are
more vulnerable than ever before. The number of
homeless young women has increased sharply,
and young people from black or ethnic minorities
are disproportionately represented amongst the
homeless.

Of the 1,500 young people who came to six
Centrepoint hostels in London for the first time in
1993-94: :

B Over 40 per cent were 17 years of age or under;

B Nearly half (44 per cent) of the people sur-
veyed were from black or ethnic minorities;

B Four-fifths of those entering the hostels had
been forced to leave home. Some had been driven
out because of family arguments. A third had simply
been told to leave home. And some 8 per cent left
because of sexual or physical violence; and

B About three-quarters were unemployed. Over
40 per cent of the people seeking hostel accommo-
dation were destitute and had no income whatso-
ever. Most of these were 16- and 17-year-olds, who
can no longer claim benefits.
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THOUSANDS upon thousands of young people,
barely out of their childhood, have no homes to
go to, no income, and virtually no chance of
ever finding work.

For a decade and more many groups on the ‘left’
have repeatedly denounced ‘Tory policies’ as the
cause of this sort of situation. The implication is that
‘Labour policies’ would put matters right.

Yet the ever-worsening housing crisis results not
merely from the ‘policies’ of this or that government
but from the decay of the capitalist system. And this
decay is not a British question: it is happening
throughout the world. _

In Africa, Asia, Latin America and other parts of
the world, grinding poverty and lack of employment,
housing and other basic necessities of life has been
the lot of millions of people for decades.

Of the planet’s 3 billion labour force, there are
120 million actively searching for work — the great
majority without result or hope.
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THIS crisis now comes to the old centres of
capitalism with a vengeance. There are 40,000
living on London’s streets; some 10,000 on the
streets of Paris; over 26 million in the US are
today on food stamps — one in ten of the
population. In western Europe one in six is
currently below the official poverty line.

This is the system to which Labour leaders such
as Tony Blair and John Prescott are tied hand and
foot. That is why there will be no solution to this
crisis under a Labour government.

Just as evidence mounts on all sides of an
ever-deepening social crisis, these leaders
announce that they intend to get rid of Clause Four
from the Labour Party’'s constitution. This is the
clause that commits the party to the common
ownership of the means of production, distribution
and exchange.

Yet the root cause of the deepening world crisis
of capitalism lies in the private ownership of the
means of producing wealth — the factories, the
land, the sources of finance.

The owners of these means of production exploit
them entirely for their own profit, not for the benefit
of the billions without whose labour no wealth could
be produced. :

Here lies the significance of the fight in the labour
movement to defeat the Labour leadership’s plans

| to scrap Clause Four.
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How do you score on ’94?

The year in question in Workers
Press. Answers below

1. What character once played by Marlon
Brando returned to upset the Mexican gov-
ernment in January this year?

2. We've heard a lot about Bruce Grobbe-
laar, but in January Tory Alan Duncan’s
‘dropped balls’ led to him leaving his post,
over a house. What had he done?

3. Who were asked whether they liked tall
women, and whether Queen Elizabeth I was
more important than Queen Victoria? And
what happened if they got it ‘wrong’?

4. In February, John Cahill resigned as
chairman of British Aerospace. and re-
ceived a £3.2 million handshake. How long
had he headed the company, and how much
of his time 'was spent in Britain?

5. Which former former White House resi-
dent went to Red Square to take tea with
: sacked
vice-presi-
dent Ruts-
koi; and
why might
another
Russian he
met be cal-
led leader
of the lat-
ter-day
‘Black
Hundreds’?

6. Who took
a job with
top city
accoun-
tants Price
Water-
house, but
was sacked
by Islington council in March this year, for
absenteeism? What's her present political
job?
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7. In April, a conference was told how
many homes were standing empty in
Britain. Was it (a) 100,000; (b) 250,000;
(e) 400,000; or (d) 850,0007 ‘

8. How many homeless people are there
now in Britain?

9. Which trade union complained in April
about ‘moonlighting’ members of parlia-
ment taking work from its members?

10. Who entered his office in May, but
found the cupboard was bare? 1

11. Whose wife remarked: ‘if you bed peo-
ple that I call ““below-stairs class’’, they go
to the papers, don't they?’

12. Why were Bosnians more pleased about
a Russian helicopter landing at Zenica than
they had been over a British one landing at
Tuzla? ' &0 !

13. What led to some South African trades
unionists saying they were ‘concerned’,
and what’ =
did 200
Cape Town:
printwor-

kers do

about it?

14. Why did
some work-
ers in Lon-
don readily
accept
strings on
Bastille
Day; and
how did
NUM lead-
er Arthur
Scargill
haveto face
the music in Durham the previous
weekend?

Arthur Scargill

15. How was Workers Press editor Mike
Cooke unavoidably detained with comrades

Aq xoeiq ey ul pehels sey euoisBulAl] uey ped, ‘6L
‘uojun | SIeXOM [BuOlBUISIU| [88Yp Bujuang

ay pewuoy Asyy ‘uojun [BRIJO NIBYl YUM pejusuod
-81q “[eIeN u| sAemyBly uiew pexooig ‘suoRipuoo pue
Ked sepeq 1oy Bupyby ‘sieAlp ¥onJ) UBdUlY YINnos ‘gL
*llem Jeyies

Ino ewoo, pey 8y jey) pes puelely ewibes AyoA
ewuem 8y} ul uojedpiyed pue ‘juswenow (ssoiD
Kiei4) neq ep xi01D) 181958} 8y} Ul YInok siy sequasep
300Q MaU Yy "PUBLIBIN SI00Ue. Juepiseld youald “LL
‘UOPUOT Ul 89ULJBJUOD B SSBIpPE O} enp useq

pey eH ‘Jeuosud pjey sem ay aseym dwed Awue ue
0} Wiy 300} pue ‘Aued [euoneN s8|doad JiWysey ey}
jo Aiejesoes iy yeyneyg pejseue soljod UBIShEd 9L
‘llea saljod & Ul pley pue

BlIiw OAH ueneoid Aq pezies eiem ‘B|Zn] 0} A0AUOD
PIY S193IOM B Ul Led Bupie; ‘oAl Jeyjo syl pue eIy S
'919M SI1epes|

Jeyjo pue ||16seog eseym Auooeq 8y} Jepun ‘op |[e spueq

" aU) se ‘pake|d pue peddojs pey piy siexiop yum Buiyo

-lew suejo|snw uejusog 'e[eb sieuiw weying [enuue
ay) e pusyeem snomaid ay) "sisiue Bujpes| Jeyio
pue OJAOJBWS UBJpSA isije Bupmes) ‘(Aeq ejiseq)
AInf 1 UO LaJUOD B pjey BlusOg 10} Piy SISHIOM Pl
‘siepenbpesy

uolun ay) peidnooo Sia)IoM N0Z PUE ‘Aoeio0Wep uoiun
puejep pue Bunjoes ayj asoddo 03 @epiWWOY SISYIOM
PaLIBIUOD), B PALLLIO) SISHION 'SUOiI98[e ay) u| ‘jeuoh
-ellsiu| siaxyiop ey ‘Aued umo siy Bupoddns Joj asey
uolun SiexIopm Jaded pue Bunuud eyl yum ol siy woy
peyoes Sem pesyeyS oW, 1SIAISI0LL UBJLJY LinoS "EL
‘SuBJUSOE O} Ps0jd PUB [O)UCD N[ UeISSNY Japun
surewes podie gjzn| "awed Jeaeu sjybiy pie pesiwoid
INg ‘ejZn] Je pepuE| pey Jay|ey ) Sseuoieg Jejsiuil pie
SBSSIaA0 USiig ‘1eljea SYJUOLL M8} Y '$80.0j (HIg) ueu
-inoBezia-elusog ey} 0 Jaao suodesm pue Jejdodiisy
LLIN Jiey) pepuey sieayo ueissny Guioejep omL "zt
‘ebpnl & Jo Jejybnep

from Spain and Greece in August?

16. Who took the.appropriately-surnamed
Shaukat Ali Kashmiri off to camp, when he
wanted to take a trip to London?

17. Whose youth was spent with the Fiery
Cross, but thought he had ‘come out rela-
tively well’?

18. Where did a Turning Wheel stop the
wheels turning?.

19. Which well-known MP used to be called
‘red’, but has stayed in the ‘black’, and was

. given ‘two bites of the cherry’ by the ‘Guar-

dian’s’ literary editor Richard Gott in Sep-
tember?

20. How might a short stay at Ford open
prison benefit ex-US president Ronald
Reagan, if doctors who examined a certain
inmate are to be believed? (Clue: Guinness
was good for him!).

21. An official report in Australia esti-

mated that 10 per cent of top solicitors and

bankers, more than 20 per cent of em-

ployers, and more than 40 per cent of

clothing, food and video store owners, were
. . what?

22. Who started a newspaper in San Fran-
cisco which achieved an 100,000 circulation,
but only lasted a matter of weeks?

23. Where did a cafe once favoured by
Pablo Picasso close this year? And, in-
cidentally, what arrangements did the
1945-50 Labour government make for this
famous artist’s visit to Britain?

24. Cederic Brown was said to have ‘won
the lottery without buying a ticket’? How?
Who is he, and why might you remember
him when paying your gas bills?

25. What section of workers, if any, might
benefit from the latest cuts proposed for the
unemployed? (OK, it’s the government’s
idea of a joke.)
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SATURDAY 28 JANUARY 1995

For the right to belong to a trade union! GCHQ
Cheltenham aniversary protest march and
rally. Contact GCHQ Trade Unions, 22 Clar-
ence Street, Cheltenham, Glos. Tel: Chel-
tenham (0242) 570958. Fax: Cheltenham
(0242) 572975.

SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY 1995

National Assembly Against Racism 10am-5pm,
York Hall, Old Ford Road, London E2 (Bethnal
Green tube). John Monks (TUC), Diane Abbott
MP, Ken Livingstone MP, Kumar Murshid
(Tower Hamlets Anti-Racist Committee). Work-
shops, £10 registered delegates, £7/£4 indi-
viduals. Details Tower Hamlets Anti-Racist
Committee (THARC), 22 Hanbury St, E1.

WE WELCOME LETTERS
SEND THEM TO:

WORKERS PRESS,
POBOX 735,LONDON SWB 1YB

Advertise in
Workers Press

Make sure everyone knows about the
events you and your organisation have
planned, or your publications, your
meetings, or something you wanted to

sell.

Send money with two typed copies of
what you want to say, by first post on
Monday for the following Saturday’s

issue.

£2 per column inch
£5 per 3 column inches

o
m]
O £25for one-eighth page display
o

£60 for half page display
O £120 for full page display

Send to Advertising Dept, Workers Press, PO

Box 735. London SWR8 1YB.

QORCUPING

BoOKCELLAR

Secondhand basement
bookstore

POLITICS FICTION ARTS MEDIA
WOMEN'S STUDIES FILM

PENTONVILLE D

EUSTON ROAD
' : %’{r%'
%

" OPEN 11AM - 6PM MON. TO SAT.
BELOW HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP

S CALEDONIAN ROAD K
LOND




causes another death

THE concerted attack by the British state on black
people continued with Poplar coroner’s court’s inquest
verdict on the death in April of Zimbabwean visitor
Kwanelle Siziba.

Even though the east London court was forced to
note that fear of immigration officers, following the

death of Joy Gardner,
was most likely a contri-
buting factor, the coroner
ruled misadventure.

This is a cover-up for the
real causes of a death in-
duced by state intimidation
and harassment.

Grieve

Mrs Theodora Swiziba
Matthews, sister of the dead

BY JACKIE VANCE

woman, said in response: ‘I
grieve for my sister who is
gone today. But we live in a
system that has fear built in
for all immigrants. How
many more lives will be
lost? That is why I want to
campaign — to stop any
more deaths.’

The court heard that a
bailiff arrived about 7.15am
and threatened to break
down the door of the 12th
floor flat where Ms Siziba
was staying with her

Loud

Evidence from witnesses
indicated that Ms Siziba
panicked when she thought
the loud banging at the door
indicated an immigration
raid. She attempted to climb
down on to the balcony
below, but lost her hold and
fell. '

Ms Siziba was making

sister.

her third visit to London,
this time for her niece’s
christening.

Mrs Matthews added:
‘The bailiff’s attitude was
very bad. I had spoken to his
office the day before and
been told I had two week’s
grace to settle the matter.

‘I feel the bailiff’s be-
haviour was very frighten-
ing and that he made racist
remarks.’

Threat

The court heard that the
bailiff had known that he
had no authorisation to
break down the front door
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Immigration harassment

and was making a threat to
get in.

Mrs Matthews has
approached Hackney Com-
munity Defence Association
and other groups, which are
giving her their support in
developing a campaign. She
is now taking legal advice on
whether to take eivil action
following the inquest.

In November a Nigerian,
Joseph Nnalue, fell to his
death in similar circum-
stances from a tower block
in south London during an
immigration raid.

A witness to the police’s
actions in this case has since
had his home raided and

been brutally assaulted by
the police.

The intensification of
these state attacks, and the
deaths that have resulted,
has led to the formation of
an Amnesty for Migrants
campaign.

Network

One of its aims is to de-
velop a network of contacts
which can respond to police
and immigration attacks
and physically stop deporta-
tion attempts.

For further information
contact: Julie on 071-924
9033, or Mike on 071-274 6806.

Selection challenge to
Labour’s Vauxhall MP

COUNCILLOR Kingsley
Abrams, chief whip of Merton
council, south London, and
assistant national secretary of
the Anti-Racist Alliance, is bid-
ding to unseat Kate Hoey as
Labour MP for Vauxhall. The
Vauxhall constituency in south
London includes Brixton.

In a 1989 by-election Hoey
was imposed on the constituen-
ey by Labour’s national execu-

tive in opposition to the wishes
of the local party.

Activists in Vauxhall are back-
ing the left challenge of Abrams.
At a meeting on 12 December he
secured the backing of black
activists in Brixton. Abrams now
looks set to gain support of sever-
al local Labour Party branches,
as well as local trade union bran-
ches, including the GMB, of which
he is a member.

Workers Aid bazaar

OVER £1,000 was raised by east London Workers Aid for Bosnia at
their bazaar in Stratford last weekend. There had been a good
response from working-class families in the area to door-to-door
programme selling before the event.

A display of photographs and newspaper reports of earlier
Workers Aid convoys attracted interest from those visiting the
bazaar. Most money was raised on the bric-aGRAVE-brac and gift
stalls. But there was a variety of other stalls, including refresh-
ments, children’s games, and a puppet show.

The organisers wish to thank all those who helped on the day.
The money will help provide urgently needed aid for the working
people of Bosnia. Winning lucky programme numbers were:

Chelmsford bus crews
strike against workloads

BY ROY THOMAS

BADGERLINE bus company
last week sacked 91 drivers and
suspended ten others at its
depot in Chelmsford, Essex.
The original nationalised
company had been bought for
about £4 million in a manage-
ment buy-out when the National
Bus company was privatised,
and soon after sold on to
Badgerline for £15 million.

Increased

Since 1992 Badgerline has
increased the schedules and re-
duced the workforce. By Octo-
ber the staff had had enough and
the Transport and General
Workers' Union organised a

postal strike-ballot, which pro-
duced a 74 per cent majority for
action.

At a mass meeting and ‘run-
in’ — return to the depot — of all
the buses at Chelmsford on 10
November, the workforce
agreed to have a further run-in
at 5pm on 18 November.

This time was chosen be-
cause the managers and super-
visors had driven buses on the
day of this first strike, so they
could now drive them in the
dark!

However, on 16 November
the manager called the union
committee to a meeting and told
them there would be no negotia-
tions.

The union committee stood
its ground and the manager
rushed to the local post office to
send off the prepared letters

telling staff they would be sack-
ed unless they accepted the new
work schedule. Badgerline is
now bringing in bus drivers
from all over the country at a
huge cost in hotel hills alone.

Skeleton

The scab drivers are costing
£400 per week each, plus their
fare home every weekend. All
the managers and supervisors
are working the bus services in
Chelmsford so as to provide a
skeleton service.

The people of Chelmsford
are avoiding the Eastern Na-
tional buses wherever they can
and putting money into the
TGWU strike fund.

Campaigners against the
Criminal Justice Act staged a
sit-down strike in solidarity at

the bus station last Saturday.

There is to be a big demon-
stration today, Saturday 17 De-
cember. TGWU busworkers
from other Badgerline bus com-
panies and London activists are
joining the march through
Chelmsford.

Workers Press readers who
can’ join the demonstration
should meet at 11am at Chelm-
sford bus station.

SUPPORT SACKED TGWU
BUS DRIVERS"

91 sacked and ten suspended
Saturday 17 December 1994
11.30am
Chelmsford bus station
Bring your banner and march
through Chelmsford
Safe buses need safe drivers
Cut the working hours

1st Prize 0412; 2nd Prize 0504; and 3rd Prize 0430

Tom Stratton 1922-1994
A principled fighter for
the working class

TOM STRATTON, a founder
member of the Workers Revolu-
tionary Party and also a mem-
ber of its predecessor the
Socialist Labour League, died
on Sunday night, 11 December,
at the Mayday hospital,
Croydon, south London. He died
within days of his 72nd birthday.

Tom had been a fighter in the
working class as a steward in
the building workers' union,
UCATT, and later in the en-
gineers’ union, AEEU, -as a
steward in the New Marks,
Croydon and New Addington
plants.

He had sat on the AEEU
Croydon district committee
and, on retirement, became an
active member of the pension-
ers’ movement. He maintained
his active membership of the
New Addington AEEU, which
he represented on the Croydon
Trades Union Council, where
for many years he was vice-
president, and was still an ac-
tive member of the council’s
executive at the time of his
death.

Strong

A leading and active mem-
ber of the Croydon branch of the
Workers Revolutionary Party
at the time of the expulsion of its
then leader, Gerry Healy, in
1985, Tom took a strong line
against both the policies of
Healy and his abuse of party
members.

From the time of his youth —
he was brought up in very poor
circumstances — in Croydon,
his wartime experiences and his
struggles in industry from 1946
until his retirement in 1987, Tom
was always conscious of his
class position, and fought for his
class and for that class to take
power and to control its own
destiny.

One story tells of the sort of
comrade Tom was. During a
strike of Stewart Plastics work-
ers, the shop steward, G.B.
Singh, was speaking at a meet-
ing and Tom was sitting in the
front row. They looked at each
other for some time puzzling
about where they had met
before.

Over a pint after the meeting
they discovered that ‘G.B.’ had
been a prisoner in the infamous
jail in Singapore during World

War II that Tom had opened up-

with other marines.

The prisoners were starving
and emaciated. Tom and some
other marines gave some of
their clothes and rations to
prisoners — for which they were
imprisoned by the British army.

Tom Stratton was a comrade
greatly respected for his hones-
ty and steadfastness. He will be
badly missed.

Sadly, earlier this year
Tom's eldest daughter, Mar-
garet, died. We send our condo-
lences to Tom’s daughter Ann,
his son-in-laws, Terry and
Steve, and his grandchildren.
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slington woman

_IEARING that Tony Blair had de-
sded to replace Fabian oratory
pith Brompton Oratory, sending
is sons across London for a pri-
ileged education rather than
ce what the borough of Isling-
had to offer, the ‘Guardian’
sked some other middle-class
bourites what they thought.
Among those upholding Blair’s
t to ‘choose’ was Margaret
ge, MP for Barking and former
r of Islington council. Does
really think its schools are so
? Hodge complains ‘a lot of
chers are members of the
bour Party, so we have tended
take a teacher-focused view’.
1 used to know some Islington
chers. Dedicated and hard-
ing, they used to walk home
ry night with children afraid of
ist attack. Labour used to blame
problems on the Tories, now it
reasingly resembles them.

orth remembering

XT YEAR will see the 100th
nniversary of the death of Fried-
h Engels, co-founder with Karl
arx of scientific socialism; and
e 150th anniversary of something
pore significant than that merely
plogical event, the publication of
Engels’s ‘Condition of the Working
asses in England in 1844’.

‘I am up to my eyes in English
wspapers and books upon which
am drawing for my book on the
ition of the English proleta-

ans,” Engels wrote to Marx, on 19
ovember 1844. ‘I accuse the En-
flish bourgeoisie before the entire
orld of murder. robbery and other
imes on a massive scale, and I
writing an English preface
hich I shall have printed sepa-
rately and sent to English party
saders, men of letters and mem-
ers of Parliament. That’ll give
hose fellows something to remem-
er me by.’

He was then aged about 25. Be-
re he met Marx that summer,
engels had called at the Leeds
ffices of the radical, working-
plass paper, the ‘Northern Star’,

nd been befriended by George Ju-
an Harney, the Deptford-born for-
ner seafarer who had succeeded
eargus O’Connor as editor. In
eptember 1844, the Chartist Har-
ey joined with Polish, Italian and
erman refugees to found the soci-
sty of Fraternal Democrats. Its
notto was ‘All men are brethren’.

‘National prejudices have been,
all ages, taken advantage of by
e people’s oppressors to set them
aring the throats of each other,
hen they should have been work-
g together for their common
pod’, declared the Fraternal
Democrats, therefore ‘this society
spudiates the term “Foreigner”’,
» matter by, or to whom applied’.
In 1847, these early internation-
ists invited communists from
sontinental Europe to a congress in
pndon. The Communist League
as founded, and Karl Marx was
sked to help draft its now famous
nanifesto. As Reg Groves observes

his long-out-of-print book ‘And
fe Shall Rise Again’, ‘““All men
gre brethren” became ‘‘Proleta-
of all lands unite’”’
. The new Porcupine press next
iear intends to re-publish Groves’s
book, a highly readable introduc-
Bon to Chartist history. Also, ‘Re-
solutionary History’ plans to hold a
ronference on Engels’s contribu-
fion to revolutionary theory, and
Pluto Press is bringing out a com-
memorztive collection of essays on
e Condition of Britain’, edited
by Geoff Pilling and John Lee
Besides restoring Engels’s

mightful status as a socialist think-

er, these events should show how
Mazrxism developed through its re-
Iationship with the workers’ move-
ment already showing its true, in-
S=rmational character at the start.

Charlie Pottins

Globalisation o
and the crisis o

WITH the 20th century, capitalism
entered the stage of its develop-
ment, more accurately its decline,
known to Marxists as imperialism.
Lenin laid great emphasis on the
intense socialisation of production
that capitalism in its imperialist
stage involved.

Referring to those who drew
attention to the increasing ‘inter-
locking’ of financial and industrial
capital, Lenin noted that:

‘Underlying this interlocking, its
very base, are the changing social
relations of production.

‘When a big enterprise assumes
gigantic proportions, and on the
basis of an exact computation of
mass data, organises according to
plan the supply of primary raw
materials to the extent of two-
thirds, or three-fourths, of all that
is necessary for tens of millions of
people; when the raw materials are
transported in a systematic and
organised manner to the most suit-
able places of production, some-
times situated hundreds or
thousands of miles from each
other; when a single centre directs
all the consecutive stages of pro-
cessing the material right up to the
manufacture of numerous varieties
of finished articles; when these
products are distributed according
to a single plan amongst tens of
hundreds of millions of consumers

. then it becomes evident that we
have socialisation of production,
and not mere ‘“‘interlocking.’”’
(Lenin, ‘Imperialism: the Highest
Stage of Capitalism’)

Quite obviously the processes
Lenin outlines have advanced enor-
mously since 1916, to a point he
could only have imagined.

B One expression of this socialisa-
tion process since World War II
was the fact that international
trade in industrial products grew at
two-and-a-half times the rate of the
production of such goods.

In other words an ever greater
share of the production of each
country was sold on the world
market.

It is instructive to look at these
trends in historical perspective. If
we break down the period from
roughly the start of the 18th century
to 1960 into three equal periods of
around 80 years each, the following
pattern emerges:

In the first period, from 1720
until 1800, world trade increased
somewhat less than fivefold; in the
second stage (1800 until about 1880)
world trade expanded tenfold. In
the third period, from 1880 until
1960, it expanded slightly less than
tenfold.

Thus, over all, the rise of capital-
ism is associated with an accelerat-
ing growth of world trade. But it is
significant to note that in the last
four decades of the 19th century the
rate of growth suffered a consider-
able sethback.

Restrictions

Here was an expression of the
increasing restrictions that capital-
ism was placing on the growth of
the productive forces and the inter-
national division of labour.

This was the period of the rapid
industrialisation of countries that
were already successfully chal-
lenging Britain’s position as ‘work-
shop of the world’.

Germany and the United States
built up their industries behind
various protectionist walls, and
this found its reflection in the slow-
down in the expansion of world
trade.

Even more significant are the
figures relating the share of world
trade to world output, a rough in-
dicator of the division of labour in
world economy.

According to these figures, the
share of world trade fell back signi-
ficantly in the last two decades of
the 19th century, to rise rapidly
again in the period immediately
preceding World War I. During that
war and in the slump of the 1930s it
fell rapidly again.

Even though the share rose
steadily in the period after 1945, in
1960-62 it still lagged significantly
behind the 1876-80 level.

Comparing the world output of
manufactured goods with the
volume of exports of manufac-
tures, we find the following: in 1929,
exports were equivalent to 89 per
cent of production; by 1937 the fi-
gure had dropped to 64 per cent; in
1948, on the eve of the post-war
boom, it was 55 per cent, and there-
after it rose steadily until the end of
the long boom, when it was 123 per
cent.

Concentration

B The trend towards the concen-
tration of capital, for Lenin one of
imperialism’s key features, has
continued apace in the post-war
period.

Thus, in the United States, the
number of company mergers or
takeovers in the manufacturing in-
dustries and in mining rose from
3,365 in 1955-59 to 8,213 a decade
later.

In Britain in the early 1970s 100
firms accounted for half of overall
manufacturing production; in
France the top 100 firms were re-
sponsible for two-thirds of overall
manufacturing output. In the Un-
ited States the top 500 corporations
were responsible for over three-
quarters of total sales.

B This socialisation of production
also takes the shape of the increas-
ing weight of multinational corpor-
ations in world economy.

Thus United Nations statistics
show that in the quarter of a cen-
tury 1951-75 alone, the 180 biggest
US transnational corporations
operating in the manufacturing
sphere founded or bought out some
14,000 branches or subsidiaries
abroad.

B Even more significant as a re-
flection of the globalisation of eco-
nomic acpvm* has been the htgc
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much the huge sum inmvolved but
the speed of its growth over the
previous two decades. For the fi-
gure had almost tripled in the 1980s
alone.

Put another way: for the period
1983-89, the outflows of direct in-
vestment to other countries rose by
almost 29 per cent each year,

It is now almost 80 years since Lenin wrote his classic work ‘Im
changes have occurred in world economy and politics.
indispensable guide to the analysis of world economy today, it
repeat what he said. The following article by GEOFF PILLING
work which attempts to deal with the main features of capitali

the last 50 years or so

whereas world exports rose much
more slowly — at about 9 per cent
a year, and world domestic product
even less.

And the investment involved
went far beyond manufacturing
and the extraction of raw mate-
rials. To an ever greater extent it
involved such areas as finance,
real estate, insurance, advertising
and the media.

In the 1940s and early 1950s most
foreign investments came from US

Capitalism develops some parts of the world while hampering and throwing
family could eat. In Britain, the Tories have introduced their pit closure p

corporations, although Britain,
which was able to reinvest earnings
from previous investments, was
also important in this respect.

But, as part of her relative loss
of power, the US had to face in-
creasing competition from other
countries in the field of foreign
investment.

Thus whereas in 1960 almost half
of all direct foreign investment ori-
ginated from the US, by the end of
the 1980s this had dropped to under
30 per cent.

The figure for Japan had risen
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the combined national Incomes
the capitalist countries.

By the mid-1980s that figure had
doubled. The comparison with
world trade is even more striking.

A normal function of interna-
tional banking is to facilitate world
trade. Some 30 years ago the

volume of banking activity across
national borders came to about 10
per cent of world trade.

Over the last two decades that
volume has swollen out of all prop-
ortion with world trade and by the
middle of the last decade it actually
exceeded the volume of trade of the
capitalist countries.

This is how one of the leading
financial institution sums up these
trends:

‘The [economic and financial in-

stability of the 1970s] engendered
government deficits and external
imbalances that required financing
on a scale unprecedented in peace-
time and that exceeded the capac-
ity or willingness of the traditional-
ly fragmented financial markets to
cover them.

‘These financing needs joined
with the- advances in technology
and communications to spawn a
host of innovations ranging from
~c—c_1:'n_<a:1ﬂ»: in pl ac-e of interme-

to new deriva-

.-"e nelped over-
nal and regulatory
i national markets

and th have contributed
ek to the effective integration of
fmameial markets globally’ (Mor-
gam Guaranty Trust Company,
World Financial Markets’, April|
195G

Or, as another writer puts it:

‘(World trade in goods and ser-
vices] amounts to around $25
trillion to $3 trillion a year. But the
London Eurodollar market. &=
which the world’s financial
institutions borrow and lend to eac®
other, turns over $300 billion each
working day, or £75 trillion a year




back the deveiopment of others: In India, this father sold his kidneys so his

derialism’. Since that time great
hile Lenin’s work remains an
s quite inadequate if we merely
s taken from a longer piece of
5sm as they have emerged over

a volume at least 25 times that of
world trade. In addition, there are
foreign exchange transactions in
the world’s money centres, in
which one currency is traded
against another.

‘These run at about $150 billion a
day, or about $35 trillion a year —
12 times the world-wide trade in
goods and services.

‘Of course, many of these Euro-
dollars, yen, and Swiss francs are
just being moved from one pocket

| capitalism
Labourism

ded greatly the credit base while at
the same time opened wide the
gates for speculation.

For instance, financial futures
markets, where bets are laid on
what interest rates will be at a
specified date in the future, first
emerged in the early 1970s and are
now reckoned to total over $1 tril-
lion dollars world-wide, although in
truth nobody really knows how big
they are.

There has been an even faster
growth in interest and currency
swaps.

These consist of swaps between
two parties who possess interest-
bearing securities or future-cur-
rency contracts, the purpose being
to hedge and/or seek additional
speculative gains.

igramme, devastating the local communities

| to another and may be counted
- more than once.

‘A massive diserepancy still ex-
ists, and there is only one conclu-
sion: capital movements unconnec-

ted to trade — and indeed largely

independent of it — greatly exceed
trade finance’ (Peter F. Drucker,
‘The Changed World Economy’,
‘Foreign Affairs’, Spring 1986, p.

- 782).

The figures are so big as to be
almost inconceivable-and they
have certainly shot up since these
calculations were made. The daily
turnover on the foreign exchange
markets is now around $1 trillion.

One further striking statistic: at
the start of the 1970s, 90 per cent of
currency flows across the ex-
changes were based on trade and
only 10 per cent on speculation;
today the proportions have been
reversed.

Thus the last two decades have
seen an astonishing growth in the
funds devoted purely to specula-
tion.

This period witnessed the
appearance of quite new exotic
financial instruments that have the
most tenuous connection with the
production or even circulation of
commeodities but which both exten-

There are now over $2.5 trillion
worth of such contracts outstand-
ing in the financial markets, yet
they were almost unknown before
1980.

Thus the tendency towards so-
cialisation does not come to a dead
halt with the arrival of the epoch of
imperialism.

It does however take on more
perverted, even crazy, forms.

And second, it is a tendency sub-
ject to violent and inevitable dis-
ruptions which threaten the future
of humankind.

Thus the present century has
been marked by two world wars,
the slump of the 1930s, when econo-
mic nationalism, protectionism,
and even autarky (the absence of
any trade) reasserted themselves
with great force.

In short, imperialism, in its own
way, unites world economy while at
the same time breaking it up.

As Trotsky put it:

‘By drawing the countries econo-
mically closer to one another and
levelling out their stages of de-
velopment, capitalism, however,
operates by methods of its own,
that is by amarchistic methods
which constantly undermine its
own work, set one couniry against

another, and one branch of industry
against another, developing some
parts of world economy while ham-
pering and throwing back the de-
velopment of others.

‘Only the correlation of these
two fundamental tendencies —
both of which arise from the nature
of capitalism — explains to us the
living texture of the historical pro-
cess’ (L. D. Trotsky, ‘The Third
International After Lenin’, New
Park, p. 16).

Two points should be made
about this increasing globalisation
of capital.

B Far from creating the conditions
for a smoothly operating world eco-
nomy, as some day-dreamers hope,
it was itself a response to the inten-
sifying contradictions of the capit-
alist world economy.

The great increase in the export
of capital seen over the last two
decades or so was an expression of
the growing rivalries among states
and corporations as they sought out
more surplus value to counteract
pressure on the rate of profit.

Speculation

Similarly, with the arrival of the
1970s the explosion of debt and spe-
culation became an increasingly
important prop for the big capital-
ist powers.

Government budgetary deficits,
along with the mushrooming of cor-
porate and personal debt, shored
up demand and helped sustain the
production of goods and services.

B Deregulation of financial mar-
kets, the growth of international
telecommunications, and the
creation of highly sophisticated
computer software have not only
encouraged aggressive speculation
in new financial instruments.

They have rendered virtually
impossible attempts by any state,
even the largest, of carrying out an
‘independent’ economic policy.

Indeed it is now perfectly possi-
ble for the speculators, should they
object to a particular government’s
policies, to create a run on any
currency they choose.

The speculators are so powerful
that they have: ‘effectively created
an international market in govern-
ment policies. Speculators who

, doubt the ability of a national gov-

ernment to maintain a particular
exchange rate can destroy the gov-
ernment’s position by betting
against the currency, as George
Soros did to great effect in 1992.

‘The search for market credibil-
ity has already imposed a defla-
tionary strait-jacket on European
economies, led by high interest
rates across Europe in the last 15
years, and the power of individual
economies to buck these trends is
severely restricted’ (‘Social Jus-
tice: Strategies for National Re-
newal’, Vintage, 1994).

(The fact that this could appear
in the report of the ‘Commission on
Social Justice’, the body set up by
the late leader of the British
Labour Party, John Smith, is high-
ly ironic.)

In other words, we are witnes-
sing a rapid return to the 1930s,
when the ‘bankers’ ramp’ forced
governments out of effice, includ-
ing the British Labour government
in 1931.
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Industrial
alarm

THERE is considerable alarm
among Europe’s top industrialists
that they are continuing to fall be-
hind US and Japanese corporations
in the fight for shares in the world
market.

A body called the European
Round Table, which represents
Europe’s top 40 industrialists, has
issued a report pointing out the
dangers of a continuing exodus of
production to the Far East and

- North America, brought about by

higher costs in western Europe.

The report warns that European
Union trade with the rest of the
world is falling behind trade within
the EU. Higher energy costs and
taxation levels (in Europe these
absorb 46 per cent of national in-
come, as against 31 per cent in the
US and 34 per cent in Japan) are
blamed for Europe’s poor perform-
ance.

Welcoming the report, the
‘Financial Times’ (25 November)
called for some tough measures to
deal with this situation:

B The ‘imbalances’ in state fi-
nances, which ‘are weighing in-
creasingly on the private sector’,
must be corrected. In other words,
government spending must be
further cut.

B There must be a tougher
stance against state aid to industry,
much greater ‘deregulatory re-
form’, and all ‘unnecessary
burdens on industry’ must be
eliminated.

The FT notes that the business
leaders of the European Round
Table ‘wisely avoid lecturing trade
unions about flexible labour mar-
kets. Because recovery is generat-
ing so few extra jobs, employment
rigidities are softening even in
Europe’s most closely regulated
economies, while real take-home
pay for most people in Europe is
still falling. Few bosses have had to
face such sacrifices.’

You can say that again!

No real aid for
eastern Europe

THE European Union’s strategy to-
wards central and eastern Europe
is deeply flawed, according to a
report by economists at the Lon-
don-based Centre for Economic
Policy Research (CEPR). Early
proposals from Sir Leon Brittan,
the EU’s chief trade negotiator,
have been significantly whittled
down by the governments of the
EU.

A scheme has been turned down
for the EU to provide loans to east-
ern and central Europe for structu-
ral adjustment and to assist with
balance-of-payments problems.
Suggestions have also been rejec-
ted for the common agricultural
policy to be reformed to grant cen-
tral European countries more ac-
cess to EU programmes.

Agricultural products are to be
excluded when the EU’s free-trade
agreement with Bulgaria and
Rumania comes into force next
month. In other words, the coun-
tries of eastern Europe are to be
denied access to the markets of
western Europe.

Proposals to increase the EU’s
Phare programme of technical
assistance to eastern Europe were
also rejected.

One reason for the toning down
of the original Brittan proposals is
the mounting north-south tension

within the EU. The countries of
southern Europe, including Italy
and Spain, would see much of their
agricultural sector damaged if it
had to compete with eastern
Europe.
‘Any kind of serious trade inte-
gration will put pressure on the

Suzanne Gahler, an economist wit]
J.P. Morgan in London.

The six CEPR economists sa
that the EU proposals in no sens
constitute a strategy towards cen
tral and eastern Europe. ‘They ar
piecemeal and much more limitec
than steps previously under discus
sion. They will be perceived only a:
reluctant concessions,’ the;
complain.

The powerful agricultural lobb:
in the EU will not tolerate competi
tion from eastern Europe, whils
integration into the EU structur:
would cause even more dislocatios
in the eastern countries. It is esti
mated that the cost of integratin;
even four of the countries of east
ern Europe — Hungary, Poland
Slovakia and the Czech Republic —
into the EU would cost upwards o
£40 billion.

As Jean Pisani-Ferry, directo:
of France’s Centre d’Etudes Pros
pectives et d’'Information Interna
tionales in Paris, says: ‘Marke
rules must reach deep into indi
vidual economies for the single
market to occur, and adjusting t
them proves tough even for some o
our countries.’

Inother words, the restoration o
capitalism in eastern Europe i:
proving far from the straightfor
ward process that many peopls
fondly imagined.

House-owning
nightmare

THE 1995 outlook for the housing
market is grim indeed. Prices:
seem set to stagnate, mortgage
arrears to mount and house repos
sessions to start growing again
The Tory party’s ‘property-owning
democracy’ looks set fair to turr
into an even bigger nightmare
with tens of thousand of people
forced out of their homes.

Even before last week’s rise ir
‘borrowing rates, house transac
tions were, according to the Inlanc
Revenue, at their lowest level since
1980, with house prices at below
their level of a year ago.

The latest rise in interest rate:
will mean the number of houses
repossessed by the building
societies and banks will rise to the
level of early this year, when len
ders were taking back almost 1,00
homes a week. The figure fel
somewhat in the second six months
of the year, but this will be merely
a temporary respite.

‘We think the figure will begin tc
plateau,” said a representative of
the Halifax building society. Rot
Thomas, housing analyst witk
stockbrokers UBS, believes that
the number suffering from ‘nega
tive equity’ — that is those who owe
more on their house than it is cur
rently worth — will start to rise
again. There are over 1 millior
homes with loans larger than theis
market value at the end of the third
quarter of this year.

This represents a total of almos
£12 million uncovered debt. Anc
there is more of the same to come.
with widespread expectation that
the current level of interest rates of
6.25 per cent will hit 8 per cent
during 1995.

Not only have interest rates
risen, but tax relief on mortgage
interest payments was cut to 20 pe:
cent last April and is to go down tc
15 per cent next April, bringing
increases in monthly payments tc
most borrowers, including those or
fixed rates of interest.

From next October the Depart

ment of Social Security will pay n
more than ‘standard’ interest §
those out of work, which in mar
cases will not cover borrower
commitments. This, combined wi
the decision that people taking on
new morigage will be prevent
from claiming income support,
also bound to increase the numb
of repossessions.

g - -
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Thirst
unquenched

THE scene: a ward in a Scottish
teaching hospital. The patient:
a woman dying of liver cancer.
The notes: by three observers.

5.50pm. Patient tried to
reach a drink on her locker with-
out success.

6.05pm. She rolled over and
tried to cover herself with her
sheet.

6.50pm. Glass of water
placed on the locker. There was
again no contact.

8.15pm. Nurse asked the pa-
tient if she would like tea or
coffee. She tried to raise herself
to reach the drink on her locker
but it was beyond her reach.

She struggled but eventually
laid [sic] back exhausted. She
continued the struggle for half
an hour, moaning as nurses

9.20pm. Patient calls to
nurse and indicates she wanted
her drink. Nurse gives the pa-
tient a drink and leaves.

The patient tried to drink but
could not keep her head up. She
could not put the glass down on
the locker.

Observations were halted
and the patient helped to drink.

WHAT on earth is going on
here? Why, what else but a
piece of ‘non-interventional’ re-
search designed to bring to
notice ‘defects in the care of
dying patients’?

Such an aim, it goes without
saying, is entirely praise-
worthy. But is this the right way
to achieve it?

Here was a dying woman
struggling on and off for four
hours to reach a glass of water.
And the three observers — all of
them, let it be noted, medically
qualified — left her to get on
with it.

They did however record
that she had ‘a severe thirst’.

Reader, can you imagine
yourself sitting there, watching
such a sight, and letting your
pen trace those words ‘a severe
thirst’ in your notebook?

Wouldn’t your pen burn your
fingers for very shame?
Wouldn't the paper you were
writing on redden with indigna-
tion? Wouldn’t your own mouth
go dry, and your tongue stick to

the roof of your mouth, in

sympathy?

But sympathy was a late-
comer to that ward in that Scot-
tish teaching hospital. The
observers went on observing
imperturbably for four hours
before mercy ‘halted’ their re-
search and one of them finally
held a glass to the patient’s par-
ched lips.

Nor was this an isolated inci-
dent. These researchers heard
another dying woman begging
for a drink for 30 minutes. They
monitored her requests and
made notes which were no doubt
scrupulously accurate.

But they didn’t lift a finger to
help her.

Such ‘non-interventional’ re-
search is currently the subject
of controversy in the ‘British
Medical Journal’. Critics like
Nicholas Albery, director of the
Natural Death Centre — a char-
ity campaigning for better care
for the terminally sick — say it
is ‘grossly unethical’ to ignore a
dying patient’s pleas for water.

It is more. It is much, much
more. It is monstrous, abomin-
able cruelty. Reading the brief
report in one of last weekend's
Sunday papers, I found tears in
my eyes.

Tears of anguish for the
doomed helpless women whose
pitiful struggles to fulfil a basic
human need were so meticu-
lously recorded yet so callously
disregarded.

Tears of frustration and rage
at the fractured sensibilities of
those who chose, or had been
instructed, to behave in such a
way to a fellow human being in
deep distress.

WE KNOW the names and occu-
pations of those three resear-
chers who sat coolly and calmly
making notes, from time to time

PERSONAL

COLUMN

carefully consulting their
watches, while within easy
reach of them one or another
dying woman lay moaning and
begging for water.

One is called William Mac-
rae. He is a consultant anaes-
thetist.

Another is called Huw
Davies. He is a research fellow
at Dundee’s Ninewell hospital
and medical school.

The third is Mina Mills. She
is a former nurse tutor.

The ugly style in which their
report is couched — those cock-
eyed lurches from past to pre-
sent tense and back again, that
glaringly illiterate past tense of
the verb ‘to lie’ — strongly sug-
gests individuals whose level of
general education lags sadly be-
hind whatever technical train-
ing they have received.

But what can be said of these
people’s moral education? One
hesitates to suggest that they
would have treated a mother or
sister of one of them in so
shameful a fashion. But who
knows?

Once someone has been
brainwashed to the extent of be-
lieving that such behaviour is
good and right, since it seems to
serve an end that is palpably
good and right, there are no
limits to the rationalising power
of the suborned conscience.

ORVIOUS questions arise. First
of all, of course, how much more
of this kind of thing is going on
in our hospitals, unreported and
therefore — since dead patients
tell no tales and ‘whistle-blow-
ers' these days risk instant vic-
timisation — never the subject
of protest?

But there is a still more im-
portant question. We know the
names of the three researchers;
what we now badly need to know
is who dehumanised them. For
the finger of blame points not
merely at them, but at others.

Who trained them? Where
were they trained? And above
all who supervised this particu-
lar piece of research and gave
these three individuals permis-
sion to anaesthetise their natu-
ral human feelings and set aside
the accepted code of medical
ethics?

More generally, have those
who instruect doctors and nurses
learnt nothing from the abomin-
able acts of inhuman cruelty
that litter this century’s
history?

Wherein lies the moral dif-
ference between the sort of vile
experiments the fascists car-
ried out on their victims and
these instances of deliberate
neglect of patients’ elementary
needs and elementary rights?

The excuse the fascists
offered was that their bestial
actions would add to knowledge.
The excuse the Macrae-Davies-
Mills team offer is identical in
substance.

‘Qur work was aimed at un-
covering defects in the care of
dying patients which might then
be addressed to [sic] the benefit
of future patients’, they wrote in
last week’s ‘British Medical
Journal’.

Capitalist society in deep
decay throws up case after case
of people being treated as less
than human, as mere things to
be manipulated and observed.

If being a socialist means
anything at all, it means pro-
testing and fighting with every
ounce of our strength against
such dehumanisation and those
responsible for it.

1should have liked to write in
a lighter vein this week. But for
me the Christmas spirit has
been largely quenched by read-
ing about the unquenched thirst
of those dying women.

Their unheeded cries for
water haunt me, and will ring in
my ears for a long time to come.

Peter

SUNDAY is a dreadful day in
Sheffield, especially in the au-
tumn and winter months. The
city centre is deserted, the
urban heart arrests, and the
population recedes into a series
of urban villages.

A sociologist friend of mine
who visited the city after some
years’ absence noted how, as he
drove through the city one Sun-
day, he saw the middle classes
huddled outside their churches
in leafy Fulwood, and workers
in Hillsborough and Parson
Cross queueing outside the pubs
for their Sunday comfort.

One Sunday recently I also
managed to join a queue, out-
side the Leadmill. This estab-
lishment is a kind of club, still
financed by the dodgy practices
of local authority ‘creative
accounting’.

It was originally a centre for
inner-city, deprived working-
class youth as a wholesome so-
cial-democratic alternative to
the nightclub scene.

In fact it quickly became a
middle-class recreational

TOM OWEN comments on the seemingly
boundless talent of jazz saxophonist Michael
Hassim, who Is playing at the Leadmill, Sheffield

haven. Having said this, the
Leadmill has provided a venue
for top jazz and blues musicians
from around the world, and hos-
ted the Hurlfield Jazz project
for BBC2.

Sunday dinner-time jazz at
the Leadmill is a kind of institu-
tion. You can hear good local
and, sometimes, international
live performers.

But I often have to grit my
teeth. The broadsheet readers
chat away incessantly, not
observing the basic courtesies
of an audience to musicians.

What is more, they wave
their health-food Sunday ‘lun-
ches’ under your nose as a
marker of their sobriety and
correctness.

This particular Sunday there
was a sea-change. The broad-
sheeters were there, but also a
large contingent of Sheffield en-
gineering workers of that gener-
ation that followed jazz as a
political commitment alongside
the politics of the Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament and the
Stalinist ‘Peace Movement’.

These enthusiasts knew that
they were to experience a feast
of jazz music, and they were not
disappointed.

Michael Hassim hails from
Manhattan island and the
‘tunes’ that he plays take you to
the world of Johnny Hodges, Bil-
lie Holiday, John Coltrane, Cole
Porter and even Aaron Copland.

Hassim is a sax player of
seemingly boundless talent. His

‘These enthusiasts
knew that they were to
experience a feast of
jazz music, and they
were not
disappointed.”

public repertoire is what I sup-
pose is defined as mainstream.
Listening to him makes you
realise the richness of Amer-
ican ‘popular’ culture.

His rendition of popular
melodies like Porter’s ‘You'd be
so nice to come home to’, and
the Billie Holiday eclassic ‘Good
morning heartbreak’ brought
you into the presence of some-

A feast of jazz music

thing unique. Partly it is be-
cause of my memory of sitting,
at the age of 17, in the Free
Trade Hall, Manchester, listen-
ing to Dizzy Gillespie, Miles
Davis or Dave Brubeck. But
also it was those sound tracks to
all those films on urban Amer-
ican alienation, even the B-
movie cop stories.

It is not only Michael Has-
sim’s masterly technique that
gives you the sense of his artis-
try, but the ‘shock’ of his inven-
tion. He weaves his melodic
lines in a complex web of rhyth-
mic patterns, teasing you back
to sustained passages of sheer
lyrical grace.

Dry

Spoken and written language
are inadequate media to de-
scribe wordless art forms in
their execution or performance.

There is the technical voca-
bulary of course, but this is too
dry to capture the aura of a live
performance.

In Hassim’s case this is very
noticeable when the set stops
and he becomes an unassuming
and sociable man with a reper-
toire of wicked jokes about the
Clinton regime. So if you can, go
and see him and talk to him.

WE of the African Liberation
Support Campaign (ALISC),
committed to support the strug-
gles of all African peoples
against foreign domination and
for self-determination, com-
mend the gallant stand that the
Workers Revolutionary Party
(Namibia) has taken against the
hijacking of the Namibian peo-
ple’s independence for the pur-
pose of serving South African,
American and European capit-
alist multinationals.

We agree that Namibian na-
tional independence is meaning-
less so long as the majority,
workers and peasants, remain
in the stranglehold of capital-
ism, which is manifesting itself
at its highest stage of imperial-
ism in Namibia and other parts
of Africa.

ALISC therefore supports
the efforts of the Workers Re-
volutionary Party (Namibia),
during the current Namibian
elections, in opening the door
for the working class to take
people forward to complete the
struggle for total independence.

WE BELIEVE that a govern-
ment that does not respect the
lives of its own people has no
right to govern.

For too long, across the
length and breadth of Africa,
from Ghana to Uganda and
from Nigeria to South Africa,
movements have hidden behind
the banner of revolutionary so-
cialism to mask the tortures and
Kkillings they have meted out to
their own people. This must
stop. We therefore fully support
the demand for an account to be
given of all the missing Nami-
bians in Angola.

The workers and peasants of
Namibia are also justified in
demanding accountability for
the profits that have been made
from their sweat, blood and

| tears. The multinationals and

gallant stand

This message of solidarity with the Workers
Revolutionary Party (Namibia), in support of its
stand during the national electionson7and 8
December, was sent by the African Liberation
Support Campaign (ALISC). The message is
responding to the election manifesto issued by the
WRP (Namibia), which attacked the South West
Africa People’s Organisation (SWAPO) —in
government since independence in 1989 —
accusing it of serving to protect the interests of

all the other exploiters must de-
clare to the Namibian people
how much they are siphoning
out of the country.

The Workers Revolutionary
Party (Namibia) has correctly
read the ploy of [some] opposi-
tion parties, which whip up sen-
timents about law and order to
justify the imposition of repres-
sive measures against the ma-
jority. This is a classic tactic
used by fascist regimes to
divert .attention from their in-
ability to address the root
causes of economic failure and
social disintegration.

A programme of public
works in the housing, power and
water supply sectors will not
only provide much needed ser-

Praise for WRP (Namibia)’s

in elections

capitalist multinationals. ‘SWAPQ’s role was to
pose as revolutionary socialist while actually
making Namibia safe for capitalism,’ says the
manifesto. ‘That is why it crushed the SWAPO
Youth League in 1976 .. . They claimed they were

rooting out spies. A lie!’

The message also comments on the law and order
crackdown, supported by the opposition, that
confronts the working people as they fight for basic
democratic rights, wages and conditions

1989 elections: despite independence, workers and peasants remain in capitalism’s stranglehold

vices for Namibians but will re-
duce unemployment, which is a
major contributing factor to
crime. The Workers Revolution-
ary Party (Namibia) must be
applauded for being the only
party to propose serious, prac-
tical steps to tackle the root
causes of crime.

OTHER parts of Africa are
weighed down by the yoke of
imperialism, with its finance
capital administered through
the International Monetary
Fund/World Bank Structural
Adjustment Programme.
Health, education, and the right
to a pension remain in the do-
main of the rich ruling class.

The institution in Namibia of
a national health service with
equality of service and of a sys-
tem of free education must defi-
nitely be fought for.

We salute the struggle of the
Workers Revolutionary Party
(Namibia) for self-determina-
tion, anti-imperialism, popular
democracy and equitable pros-

perity.
ALISC,
London, 23 November 1994.

The WRP (Namibia)'s man-
ifesto and ALISC’s solidarity
message were published in the
election special issue of The
Worker’ (November/December
1994), paper of the \ibekers Re-
volutionary Party (Namibia).
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must take

the oppressed nation, Bosnia.

One positive thing about the bloody war
unleashed by the Serbian regime against
Bosnia is that it has exposed the reactionary
politics of many of the organisations on ‘the

left’.

Chief among these has been the Militant
tendency. Like the Socialist Workers Party it
has adopted a stance of so-called ‘neutrality’
in that war, refusing to take sides, thereby
treating as equal the Serbian oppressor with

1. ‘Militant’ starts by glibly
referring to the ‘Bosnian
catastrophe’? But these are
crocodile tears. For who is
responsible for this catas-
trophe? Obviously the lead-
ing imperialist powers, and
Russia, which are all vying
with each to gain dominance
in the Balkans as part of
securing their place in the
‘new world order’.

They are joined by the ex-
Stalinist regime in Serbia,
which backs the fascist gangs
in Bosnia. But the Stalinist
and reformist leaders of the
working class, by refusing to
fight for the defence of Bos-
nia, are accomplices in the
Balkans tragedy.

True to form, ‘Militant’
says not a single word about
the betrayal of such leaders.
And by their silence they re-
veal in the loudest terms
their own complicity.

2. In more than one place
‘Militant’ writes on the
assumption that the fascist
Radovan Karadic speaks for
the Serbs living in Bosnia.
Thus, at one point, we find:
‘What does ‘‘support for Bos-
nia’”’ mean when the Serbian
and Croatian minorities have
if effect already forcibly
seceded?’

This is a grotesque lie,
equivalent to saying that Hit-
ler spoke for the working
class of Germany. It is the
fasecists bands and their back-

‘It is the first duty of
socialists to defend the
struggle of an
oppressed nation
against the oppressor,
even when the
leadership of the
struggle is in the hands
of bourgeois forces in
the oppressed nation.’

ers who have deliberately set
out to terrorise anybody who
disagrees with their plans for
the annexation of large parts
of Bosnia.

3. Like the imperialists
themselves, ‘Militant’ char-
acterises the war as ‘an
ethnic civil war’. This is a
racist term designed to
obscure the fact that it is the
first duty of socialists to de-
fend the struggle of an

] oppressed nation against the

oppressor, even when the
leadership of the struggle is
in the hands of bourgeois for-
ces in the oppressed nation.

4. ‘Militant’ bases its reac-
tionary position on the fact
that US imperialism is back-
ing Bosnia. They implicitly
ask: how can you support
Bosnia when it is backed by
the leading imperialist
power?

As Marxists have many
times pointed out, this is an
infantile method of ‘reason-
ing’. You simply take a posi-
tion that is ‘opposite’ to that

They do so under conditions where there is a
real danger in Europe of fascism and
reactionary nationalism preparing to inflict
what could be the first of a series of attacks
and defeats on the working class, in the
conditions following Stalinism’s collapse.
The main responsibility of the international
working class is to stop this now in Bosnia.
A recent letter from a member of the Workers

5. Unlike the ‘Militant’, the
WRP/Workers Press’s de-
fence of the right for Bosnia
to its independence does not
in the slightest degree depend
on the character of the pre-
sent Bosnian regime.

The WRP started from
similar class considerations
in the case of the 1991 Gulf
war. Its defence of the Iraqi
regime during that war was
unconditional, because Iraq
was an oppressed nation
under attack from imperial-
ism.

The WRP separated itself
from all those ‘Trotskyists’ in

Bosnian women and children dodging the bullets in Sarajevo

of your enemy. In any case
‘Militant’ ignores the fact
that US imperialism in no
way supports the right of Bos-
nia to its independence. What
it does do is use Alija Izetbe-
govic’s Bosnian regime to
pursue its geopolitical in-
terests in the area.

‘Militant’ also ignores the
fact that French and British
imperialism, as well as the
Russian regime, either open-
ly or in disguised form sup-
ports the Serbian regime to
the hilt. In other words, there
are deep inter-imperialist
rivalries at work in the
Balkans.

the labour movement who,
denouncing Saddam Hus-
sein’s brutal dictatorship, re-
fused to come to the aid of
Iraqinits war against US and
British imperialism.

Precisely the same was
true at the time of the inva-
sion of Argentina. The only
revolutionary position was to
fight for the defeat, military
and political, of British impe-
rialism. To take a ‘neutral’
position in such a conflict is,
in fact, to side with the impe-
rialist aggressors.

From this point of view
what ‘Militant’ says about the
reactionary character of

Izetbegovie’s Party of Demo-
cratic Action (SDA) in Bosnia
is entirely beside the point,
an evasion of the issue in fact.

6. Equally reactionary is the
attack on the Bosnian regime
for accepting arms supplies
from ‘the Muslim world’.
This makes the earlier state-
ment, ‘We oppose the parti-
tioning of Bosnia and support
the right of the Muslims —
and also Serb and Croatian
communities — to armed de-
fence of their communities’,
sickening hypocrisy.
‘Militant’ ‘supports’ the

right of Bosnia to defend it-
self, so long as it gets arms
from sources of which it
approves! Likewise, on the
one hand, ‘Militant’ says it
‘supports’ the right of a
multi-ethnic Bosnia to exist
[very decent of it!], but at the
same times declares this to
be cloud-cuckoo-land. ‘Talk
of a “‘multi-ethnic Bosnia®
within its 1989 boundaries is
now pure utopia,’ it says.

7. Our worthy warriors
‘advocate’ [!] ‘the building of
a democratic workers’ de-
fence force’ in the former
Yugoslavia. How nice! But in

Aid to Bosnia campaign to the ‘Militant’ (25
November) criticising the paper’s line
resulted in a full-page reply from it: ‘Bosnia —
should socialists ““‘take sides’’?’ (9

ﬂ

=

December). This reply is highly instructive
and demonstrates what this ‘neutrality’
actually amounts to: support for the Serbian
regime and thereby support for the foreign
policy of the British state. GEOFF PILLING

comments on this reply

the meantime? And with
what input from our worthy
‘advocates’? From where?
With what engagement? With
what risk?

‘Militant’s’ lofty-sounding
phrases are a cowardly cover
behind which the central
issues are avoided: namely
the rousing of the internation-
al working class for the de-
fence of Bosnia. This is the
main task before the interna-
tional working-class move-
ment today.

Yet the page-long ‘Mili-
tant’ reply says not a single
word about the international

working class. It says nothing
whatever about the betrayal
of Bosnia by the reformist
and Stalinist leaders of the
working class.

These leaders have almost
without exception either
taken the side of Serbia or,
like the ‘Militant’, declared
their ‘neutrality’ between the
so-called ‘warring factions’.

Workers Aid for Bosnia,
and all those many thousands
who have helped to build and
sustain it, can be proud that it
has led the fight to bring in-
ternational solidarity to the
workers of Bosnia, demon-
strating to them in practice

that they do not fight alone.

8. ‘Militant’ says: ‘We have
consistently advocated the
building of democratic multi-
ethnic defence committees.
Where such defence organ-
isations exist they deserve
the support of workers inter-
nationally.’ Again, how very
nice!

Does the person who is
able to dispense this sort of
platonic ‘advice’ actually
have the slightest idea of
what is really going on in a
Bosnian town such as Tuzla?
The great majority of the
most active elements in the
working class are currently
at the front, fighting the Ser-
bian bandits.

‘Militant’ pins responsibil-
ity for the resolution of the

“‘Militant” pins
responsibility for the
resolution of the crisis
in the the Yugoslavia
onto the working class
in those countries, thus
evading the
responsibility now of
the workers in the rest
oftheworld. . .to
defend Bosnia.’

crisis in the the Yugoslavia
onto the working class in
those countries, thus evading
the responsibility now of the
workers in the rest of the
world, including the workers
of Britain, to defend Bosnia.

The working class has the
responsibility to resolve the
crisis, to defeat the fascists.
The working class is interna-
tional. It is in the rebuilding
of this internationalism that
the labour movement must
engage.

‘Militant’s’ chauvinistic
position criminally mis-edu-
cates the working class, and
the young layers in the work-
ing class in particular.

The WRP believes that
Bosnia is today the key to the I
international situation. If
Bosnia goes down to defeat
without a real fight being
taken into the international
working class, who will be
next?

We appeal to all members
and supporters of ‘Militant’
to consider seriously the posi-
tions stated here, and engage
in discussion with the WRP
on the position of your organ-
isation on Bosnia.
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BY CHARLIE POTTINS

RUSSIA’S drunken overlord
‘Tsar’ Boris Yeltsin may have
met his match in the tough
mountain peoples of the
Caucasus.

The Chechens, who have
broken away from the Russian
federation, were last week de-
fying more than 40,000 Russian
troops sent with tanks and
planes to crush them.

Their neighbours have come
to their aid.

To the west, Ingush villagers
halted advancing Russians, and,
though a village was strafed by
a helicopter gunship, managed
to torch 30 Russian vehicles.

Ingush president Ruslan Au-
shev said it was ‘spontaneous
solidarity’ with the Chechens.

In Dagestan to the east, a
Russian armoured column head-
ing for Chechenia was held up by
local people who persuaded the
commanders to get out of their
tanks to argue, and then took 47
Russian troops captive.

Chechen troops and rocket
batteries opened fire on Russian
forces heading for the Chechen
capital, Grozny, near which
Russian fighter-bombers had
attacked positions.

Opposition

Opposition to Yeltsin's inva-
sion came from another impor-
tant source — the Russians
themselves.

About 3,000 people took part
in a demonstration in Moscow’s
Pushkin Square, some with red
hammer-and-sickle flags,
others with the white-blue-red
Russian flag.

Among those taking part was
a committee of soldiers’
mothers.

They said they did not want
their sons dying in a war against
people with whom they could
live in peace.

‘This war against Chechnia
has been provoked by Yeltsin to
accomplish his own political
ends,’ charged Alexei Borisov, a
leader of the Democratic Union,
which formerly backed Yeltsin.

‘He wants to cancel the next
elections and play the role of a
Russian Pinochet.

‘The state of emergency in
Chechenia will soon be

Saturday 17 December 1994

extended to all of Russia.

‘It is now clear that Yeltsin
camouflaged himself in the
robes of democracy in order to
gain power.

‘Now he has power he wants
to kill democracy.’

Others freely compared
Yeltsin’s aggression against the
Chechens with his brutal sup-
pression of the Russian parlia-
ment last year, when he used
Stalinist opposition as a pretext
to bring in the tanks and seize
dictatorial powers.

Ironically, or maybe not,
Ruslan Khasbulatov, one of the
leaders of the Stalinists at this
time, has been Yeltsin’s ally in
his moves against the Chechens.

He has enjoyed covert Rus-
sian backing to try and topple
the Chechen government.

By contrast to the resistance
in Chechenia and Moscow, Yelt-
sin’s aggression met with no
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A protester burns Yeltsin’s decree on military operations in Chechenia

opposition from Western impe-
rialists.

President Clinton said it was
an ‘internal Russian affair’, and
the United States counselled
Russia to restore order with a
minimum of violence.

US Vice-President Al Gore
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and Defence Secretary William
Perry flew into Moscow for pre-
arranged talks on co-operation.

A White House spokesperson
said it would be different if Yelt-
sin had invaded an independent
state, but ‘Chechenia is part of
Russia’.

Chechenia is not and never
has been ‘part of Russia’.

It was the last outpost of re-
sistance to incorporation in the
Russian Empire, and its people
remain fiercely independent.

In 1944, accusing them of col-
laboration with the Germans,

Chechen people defy
‘Tsar’ Yeltsin’s tanks

Stalin emulated Nazi methods
and sent KGB troops to deport
almost half a million Chechen
and Ingush people from their
land.

Thousands were Kkilled in the
process. Not until the late 1950s
were they allowed back.

Now it is the KGB’s succes-
sors, the YFK, and interior
ministry troops who are spear-
heading the assault on
Chechenia.

US and European interests
are rivals for Caucasian oil
fields, and therefore for Boris
Yeltsin’s hand, if he can
succeed.

The invasion of Chechenia
follows the recent European
Conference on Security and Co-
operation (CSCE) in Budapest.

Alliance

There, while berating Clin-
ton for wanting to widen NATO,
Yeltsin strengthened his
alliance with British and
French imperialism against
Bosnia.

The CSCE has now become
the Organisation for Security
and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE).

As the Kremlin’s tanks and
bombers went into action,
against Chechenia, spokesper-
sons for the so-called ‘peace’
movement in Britain — the Un-
ited Nations Association, the
longstanding Stalinist front Na-
tional Peace Council, and CND
— wereé urging that the OSCE
should become a fully-fledged
military alliance integrating
NATO and Russian forces for
‘global security’.

These ‘peaceniks’ have be-
come ‘policeniks’ for imperial-
ism’s new world order!

Behind the
Irish crisis

BY JOHN STEELE

THE political turmoil and rapid
political changes in Ireland over
the past few weeks have confir-
med the bankruptey of Irish
republicanism.

It is clearly a political prog-
ramme without relevance to the
problems of the working class.

In the midst of the Dublin
upheavals which forced the res-
ignation of the Taoiseach (prime
minister) Albert Reynolds, and
the ejection of his Fianna Fail
party from government, the
Sinn Fein leadership has been
most marked by its pleading for
‘political stability’.

Any political party based on
the interests of the working
class (never mind one with re-
volutionary pretensions!) would
have been fighting to bring
down the disreputable coalition
government of Fianna Fail and
Labour which had consistently
attacked living standards.

But Sinn Fein has been more
concerned that a change of gov-
ernment might effect its place
in the so-called ‘peace process’
— the series of talks engineered
by the London and Dublin gov-
ernments aimed at beheading
the nationalist struggle and

bringing Sinn Fein into new
administrative structures for
the six counties of the north.

It is becoming clearer every
day that this ‘peace process’
will bring no peace to the north-
ern working class.

This is vividly illustrated by
the central role that the ‘Invest-
ment Conference’, promoted
and opened by John Major, is
playing in this process.

The US commerce secret-
ary, Ron Brown, accompanied
by 11 representatives of Amer-
ican monopolies, attended this
conference at the request of US
President Clinton.

These international para-
sites will only invest if high pro-
fits are to be made.

They will want to know that
their investment is safe from an
organised working class and its
political parties.

Sinn Fein is not opposed to
these monopolies but believes
that they, and the US adminis-
tration, have an essential role to
play in the new structures for
the six counties. It is no wonder
that Clinton is the most active
supporter of its involvement.

The resignation of Reynolds
and the subsequent failure of
Fianna Fail, under a new lead-
er, to reach agreement with
Labour over the coalition was

sparked off by a case involving
a paedophile priest.

Against the wishes of the
Labour leader, Dick Spring,
Reynolds insisted on appointing
as president of the High Court
the attorney general, Harry
Whelehan. He had delayed ex-
tradition to the north of a priest
wanted on child-abuse charges.

This delay was in sharp con-
trast to the speed with which he
had acted to prevent a
14-year-old rape victim going to
England for an abortion.

It is no accident that a refus-
al by the state to deal with a
paedophile priest brought down
the government.

Its collapse reflects the deep
problems that capitalism has in
Ireland in attempting to over-
come its traditional reliance on
the morality and discipline of
the Catholic church.

This reliance — which invol-
ved the incorporation of Catho-
lic morality with its reactionary
emphasis on ‘family values’ into
the laws of the state — now
clashes with imperialism’s
needs for changing work prac-
tices such as more women work-
ing and 24-hour shift work.

Ireland’s semi-colonial eco-
nomy is based on attracting in-
vestment from foreign monopo-
lies. It has the lowest rate, 10
per cent, of manufacturing pro-
fits tax rate in the so-called de-
veloped world and US com-
panies make more than twice as
much on their investment in Ire-
land than anywhere else in
Europe.

The Labour and Fianna Fail

coalition had led a concerted
attack on the wages and condi-
tions of skilled craft workers in
the state and semi-state indus-
tries as a necessary condition
for the continued attraction of
foreign investment.

The new coalition now being
cobbled together of Labour,
Fine Gael and Democratic Left
will carry on with these attacks.

It is the pace of development
of the economic and social crisis
that has brought together these
political parties which even re-
cently seemed irreconcilable
enemies.

Democratic Left is the ex-
Stalinist remnant of the Work-
ers Party — which originated in
the 1969 split within the IRA and
Sinn Fein. Fine Gael emerged
from the pro-treaty forces
which accepted partition. A sec-
tion of them formed the fascist
Blueshirts which fought in Spain
with Franco.

Less than two years ago Fine
Gael was resolutely opposed fo
any talks with Democratic Left.
Now they are joining a coalition
government in order to defend
the capitalist system.

In Ireland this system has
left one-third of the population
living below poverty guidelines
and chronic long-term unem-
ployment, which even the
steady flow of emigration can-
not eradicate.

There can be no avoiding the
major class battles that are
ahead for the Irish workers.

There is no doubt which side
of the class lines the Sinn Fein
leadership will be on.




