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South Africa

election appeal

THE Workers International to Rebuild the Fourth International’s election
campaign has already made an impact in South Africa and in Britain.
A report from the South African Press Agency appeared in the 'SA
L Times' in London last week which summarised the election manisfesto
| of our comrades in South Africa. The full text of the manifesto appears
- | on pages 4, 5 and 6 of this week's Workers Press.
|

The sell-out by the African National Congress and the South Africa
Communist Party is becoming more and more blatant, as reported on
page 8.

- | But, unlike the ANC and SACP compromisers and collaborators with
l imperialism, our party has no big backers to provide resources. We must
tumn to our own movement, the working class, and to all who genuinely
} want to fight capitalism, imperialism and oppression, for funds. .

' | Why should our money go to the politically corrupt ANC, as the trade
union leaders, Labourites, Stalinists and their revisionist hangers-on
- | urge? Please give your money to the working-class alternative.

| Please rush your donations to: Workers International, PO Box 735,

London SW8 1YB. Make cheques payable to ‘Workers Internation-
al’. Please fax us on 071-582 8834 and tell us what to expect.
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BOSNIA
VIORTAL
DANGER

PRICE 30p

THE UN intervention in Sarajevo has brought the carve-up of Bosnia
dangerously closer. The immediate aim of the intervention is to complete the
implementation of the Vance-Owen plan and legitimise the Serbian and
Croatian seizure of territory.

The plan is to force the com-
plete capitulation of the Izetbe-
govic wing of the Bosnian gov-
ernment.

Far from bringing peace, the
UN forces have disarmed the
Bosnian army in its own capital,
Sarajevo, while allowing the be-
sieging Serb forces to withdraw
their guns for use elsewhere —
or to place them in the hands of
their Russian allies.

Hundreds of Serbian troops
chanting ‘Greater Serbia’ and
‘Long Live Russia’ gave a
heroes’ welcome to the Russian
paratroopers. Radovan Karad-
zie, Serbian war-lord, was
among those greeting the Rus-
sian soldiers.

The Serbs have removed all
their heavy artillery beyond the
12-mile exclusion zone and hand-
ed in only their light weapons.
Coldstream Guards last week de-
scribed how the Serbs are being
allowed to maintain even these
weapons, keeping them ready for
future use.

The UN force is now an army
of occupation that has turned
Sarajevo into a detention camp.
The UN intervention has one
purpose: to make permanent
the divisions brought about by
the Serbian forces.

Stuck

The Paris paper ‘Liberation’
last week quoted Elma, a
29-year-old Sarajevo woman:

‘What sort of peace is this,
without water, without electric-
ity, without work.

‘Can we leave here? No! The
rest of my family is stuck in
Grbavica [a district held by Serb
forces] where I can't set foot.

‘We live in a reservation,
waiting for the next massacre,

Ukraine

BY THE EDITOR

which will upset the good con-
science of the West.

‘We are like guinea pigs in a
cage. The Serbs, the UN, the
entire world is making an inter-
national political experiment
out of us.’

That is why the European
powers, led by Russia and
France, now demand that the
Bosnian capital be placed under
UN administration. This will be
a prelude to putting the whole of
Bosnia under the UN's heel. No
wonder the ‘Financial Times’
headed its editorial of 22 Febru-
ary: ‘Now Tuzla and Mostar’.

As the ‘Times’ pointed out
last week, even before a mortar
killed 68 people in the Bosnian
capital the Serbs had agreed to
withdraw their heavy guns if the
city was placed under UN con-
trol. The United Nations forces
have taken over from the Serbs
the task of destroying all those
who want a reunited Sarajevo.

The UN-Russian interven-
tion has released Serbian forces
to concentrate their murderous
activities on Central Bosnia.

While now no shells fall on
Sarajevo the Serbian bombard-
ment of Tuzla and Mostar is in-
tensifying. Tuzla, the very centre
of resistance to the imperialist
plans to ethnically cleanse Bos-
nia, is in terrible danger.

The UN proposal that Tuzla
airport be re-opened and placed
under its control is part of impe-
rialism’s plan to put pressure on
those forces in the city who are
preventing Izetbegovic from
capitulating completely.

The Great Powers were in-
creasingly worried that the Bos-

miners

nia-Herzegovina army, despite
its lack of weapons, was inflict-
ing serious defeats on the Ser-
bian and Croatian forces. This
army consists predominantly of
workers. It has no arms of any
consequence, relying on
weapons captured from Serb
forces or bartered for food.

Its victories are a reflection
of the justice of the cause — to
preserve an integral Bosnia-
Herzegovina and to defend the
gains that came from the over-
throw of capitalism in the for-
mer Yugoslavia. Hence the UN
decision to give the go-ahead to
Serbian forces to intensify the
war in central Bosnia.

Surrender

The deal to surrender their
few defending guns to the UN
has cruelly exposed the illusions
of Izetbegovic and his wing of
the Bosnian regime in this in-
strument of imperialism.

Many often well-meaning li-
berals believed that UN inter-
vention could defend Bosnia and
bring peace. These illusions are
being cruelly rewarded.

It is only the working class,
in ex-Yugoslavia and interna-
tionally, that can now save Bos-
nia from destruction. The re-
sponse of the Ukranian miners
to the call for an international
conference of miners shows the
way forward (see this page).

This must be built on and
extended. The great task is to
rally the international working
class against the growth of reac-
tion, especially in eastern
Europe and the former USSR.

The immediate fate of the
Bosnian working class now de-
pends on this struggle.

rally to

Workers International call!

BY SIMON PIRANI

Beating their drums slowly through
T Birmingham city centre in the snow, fuel-tax
!

against VAT on fuel was backed by West
Midlands Pensioners’ Group. Warning that
tax on gas and electricity bills would put
10,000 more lives at risk each year,
demonstrators promised a campaign of
non-payment of VAT, late payment of bills
and resistance to cut-offs, to make the fuel

protesters last week carried a coffin
symbolising thousands of pensioners who
die from the cold each winter, and laid it to
rest with a wreath at the high street gas
showroom. Balsall Heath and Sparkhill

Anti-Fuel Tax Group’s demonstration Photo: Mark Salmon

tax unworkable.

UKRAINIAN miners have
taken up the call made by the
Workers International to Re-
build the Fourth International
for an international conference
of militant miners.

A letter proposing the confer-
ence — and calling on minewor-
kers everywhere to support the

Workers Aid for Bosnia convoy
to Tuzla in Bosnia — was made
front-page news by a miners’
newspaper in the coal city of
Pavlograd in eastern Ukraine.

The ‘Open Letter to Russian
Miners’ was from Dave Temple,
a British miner for 20 years and
a Workers International mem-
ber (Workers Press, 8 January).

It appeared in ‘Lava’, news-
paper of the Ukrainian Indepen-
dent Miners' Union, Pavlograd

branch, which is circulated to
miners’ organisations around
the former USSR, as well as
among the town’s 40,000 miners.

Comrades of the Socialist
Workers Union, Russian section
of the Workers International,
have forwarded the letter to
miners’ organisations in Russia.

The Workers Co-ordinating
Centre of the Urals, based in
Perm, has distributed copies of
it to local miners.
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Labour and
nationalisation

THERE is a close correlation between the speed
at which the disintegration of the Tory govern-
ment proceeds and the ever-faster shift to the
right of the Labour Party leaders.

That there is this correlation is no accident. The
crisis engulfing the government is itself an index of
the depth of the social and economic malaise of
capitalism in Britain.

As loyal defenders of this system, the leaders of
the Labour Party know that should they form the
next government — a by no means unlikely pros-
pect — they will be forced to continue the attacks
of the Tory government against the working class
and sections of the middle class.

Last week a document, ‘Financing Infrastructure
Investment — Promoting a Partnership between
Public and Private Finance’, produced by Gordon
Brown, Robin Cook and John Prescott, signalled
the complete abandonment of the policy of nation-
alisation by the Labour Party.

o okiude . o

FOR 70 years and more some have chosen to
regard the Labour Party as socialist because of
its commitment to Clause Four — the clause in
its constitution that says that the party’s aim is
the nationalisation of basic industries.
Despite the fact that for years there has never
been any intention of implementing this clause,
elements in the Labour leadership have preferred
to retain it in order to try and deceive sections of
the working class that the party had something to
do with ‘socialism’. Now even this pretence is to

go.

Labour now wants to see more ‘private money’
put into hospitals, education and inner-city projects.
For once Brown, the shadow chancellor, was
speaking the truth when he said that the Labour
Party had ‘stolen a march’ on the Tories, for it is
merely extending the Tory policy of privatisation.

To invite further capital into the financing of
schools and hospitals is to place them even more
firmly under the banks and pension funds, whose
interest is entirely concerned with making money,
not with providing education and health for ordinary
people.

As the ‘Financial Times’ (21 February) noted,
‘[Labour’s] latest policy for a public-private partner-
ship is intended to replace its traditional stance of
support for the remaining state-owned corpora-
tions'.

Even the Liberal Democrats attacked Labour’s
latest move, rightly saying that many of the services
people need could not be operated on a commer-
cial basis.

e B L S

THE Labour leaders know that if elected they
will have to mount savage attacks on public
spending. Former chancellor Norman Lamont
last week complained that the supposedly ‘fun-
damental review’ of government spending initi-
ated by the Treasury last year had been largely
a dead duck. In other words, more spending
cuts are needed.

The Tory privatisation programme has been a
first-rate scandal. Millions and millions have been
made by City sharks who have bought state assets
for peanuts.

That is why all the industries privatised must be
renationalised without compensation.

This is not to say we want a return to the old-style
nationalisation. Introduced by the Labour govern-
ment after 1945, this was designed to provide
cheap services, such as coal and rail transport, for
the big monopolists, while at the same preventing
the workers in the nationalised industries having
any control over them.

Nationalised industries will only serve the
interests of those working in them if they are
controlled by committees representing their
workers and those using their services.

Letters

The unity of the

working class

LAST week’s Workers Press
editorial tried to tackle the
problem of uniting the working
class.

It rightly criticised the slo-
gan of the Socialist Workers
Party and many others in the
workers’ movement: ‘The
workers united will never be
defeated.’

The editorial criticised the
way the SWP moves from one
struggle to the next. It actually
was too generous in that it
quoted the slogan as: ‘The
WORKING CLASS united . . .’
The SWP talks almost exclu-
sively of ‘workers’ and not the
‘working class’.

I would also criticise the
SWP and many working-class
militants in their view that it is
by simply lumping struggles
together that the working class
will be united.

At root it assumes that by
getting enough people strug-
gling some sort of ‘critical
mass’ will be reached that will
set off a ‘chain reaction’ that
will overthrow capitalism.

But the tendency is always
for this sort of ‘unity’, involving
‘messages of support’, ‘dona-
tions’, etec., to disintegrate as
one section of the working class
after another becomes ex-
hausted.

While verbal and financial
support are indispensable, it is
not enough. We must go beyond
that to unity in action — but how
is that achieved?

At this point the classic de-
mand is for solidarity strike
action, thus breaking the anti-
union laws. But the problem is
not to demand but to organise
for such action to take place in
a significant way.

What I'm trying to say is that
the problem is to make the

struggles interact, become part
of each other, to change with
each other, strengthen each
other. We must move beyond
the spontaneous outburst of
anger to co-ordination of the
working class as a whole.

The working class moving as
a political force led by its real
leaders — those who lead its
struggle for its own interests
and don’t seek to subordinate it
to the interests of the
bourgeoisie. These real leaders
will form a ‘party’ in the politic-
al struggle against capitalism.

But this party will not be able
to do its job without the lessons
of the political and theoretical
struggle against the reformist
and Stalinist misleaders of the
working class.

In other words, it must be a
party in which the lessons of the
struggle for Marxist leadership
of the working class — leader-
ship that expresses the needs of
the working class as a whole and
not of this or that section — are
carried forward.

The ‘Unite!’ paper of the
Community and Union Action
Campaign must take its place in
the linking-up and in making the
struggles part of each other,
bringing the lessons and experi-
ences of these struggles
together into a party with a
strategy for the working class to
overthrow capitalism.

Mike Cooke
London SW11

‘Trapdoor to
poverty’

AS A delegate from Southwark
UNISON No. 1 Branch to the
‘Unite the Struggles!’' confer-
ence in Manchester, I was
pleased by Mike Cooke’s full
report in Workers Press (19
February).

I appreciate how difficult it
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is to record everyone's com-
ments accurately, but I feel I
must correct the false impress-
ion Cooke may have given by
reporting that I said that the
Housing Corporation ‘doles out’
money to housing associations.

This suggests that grants to
housing associations are gener-
ous. They are not.

The number of new homes
funded by the Corporation for
rent has declined drastically.
Also, the grant allowed per
dwelling has plummeted since
new legislation, abolishing ‘fair
rents’ for new tenancies, took
effeet in January 1989.

Since then, housing associa-
tion rents have increased by a
massive 150 per cent. The 11 Feb-
ruary issue of the magazine ‘In-
side Housing’ reports a survey of
the top 100 housing associations,
concluding that rent rises are a
‘trapdoor to poverty’.

Not only tenants and the
homeless are affected. Building
workers, as UCATT membe~
George Fuller pointed out at the
conference, suffer attacks on
wages and conditions as a result
of the corporation’s ‘lean ten-
dering’ policy.

At a demonstration last
month at a housing assoeciation
development site in Stratford,
east London, building workers
carried placards describing the
site as ‘Housing Corporation
Gulag’. One issue in the demon-
stration was that a subcontrac-
tor called ‘Right Brickwork’,
receiving corporation funding
(that is, funding from the tax-
payers!) had refused to pay the
workers over Christmas.

I was pleased to learn at the
conference of the new Building
Industry Link-up organisation,
uniting building workers with
the homeless. When I give my
report on the conference to my
union branch I shall draw atten-
tion to this development.

I hope UNISON members

working in housing will join with
Building Industry Link-up in un-
iting trades unionists and the
homeless in the fight for new,
good-quality homes at a rent
working-class people can afford.

We also need to unite trades
unionists, tenants and the home-
less against the privatisation of
council housing services.

We should call upon trades
unionists who work for housing
associations to join us in this
united struggle.

Jim Smith
London SE6

Nottingham Nazi
update

WORKERS Press (22 January)
carried two much-appreciated
reports by Charlie Pottins about
the Nazi raid on Mushroom
Bookshop in Nottingham. There
were, however, two matters
which need correction.

Pottins wrote that 11 men
had been charged following the
attack. In fact 32 Nazis were
arrested. We will not know how
many will be charged until they
return to Nottingham in mid-
March under their bail condi-
tions.

Secondly, I was described as
a ‘former Glasgow engineering
worker’. For the record I do
come from Scotland — but not
from Glasgow — and although
happily proletarian in origin, I
was never (apart from a few
weeks!) an engineering
worker.

Pottins’s articles also drew
attention to the Red Lion pub in
Heanor as the main Nazi hang-
out in the area. The good news
is that since then public, press
and parliamentary pressure
have forced the closure of that
particular pub.

Ross Bradshaw
Mushroom Bookshop
Nottingham

Coming soon

SUNDAY 6 MARCH: Harold Rosen,
author of 'Language and Class’,
introduces his new book ‘Trouble-
some Boy', about an East End edu-
cation. A Jewish Socialist Group
meeting. Quaker International
Centre, Byng Place, London WC1,
at 7.45pm. Nearest tube Goodge
Street/Russell Square.

TUESDAY 8 MARCH: ‘The Chal-
lenge of Creationism'. Start of South
Place Ethical Society course by

Mike Howgate MSc., 6.30pm-
8.30pm (and each Tuesday follow-
ing in March). At the Conway Hall in
Red Lion Square, London WC1.
Admission is £1 and the nearest
tube is Holborn.

SATURDAY 19 MARCH: TUC
‘Unite against Racism’ march from
Spitalfields to London Fields fol-
lowed by a demonstration. Assem-
ble 11am, Spitalfields Market, Lon-
don E1 (tube Liverpool Street).

Workers Press £3,000
Monthly Fighting Fund

IN SO FAR: £1,292.27

WHAT is Workers Press doing?
In the last few weeks it's reported
on our courageous comrades in
South Africa, who are putting for-
ward the Workers International to
Rebuild the Fourth International
as the only party there which has
the ‘overthrow of capitalism’ as
its aim.

We've also made a big impact
with our report of the Algerian
asylum-seekers who went on
hunger strike in Pentonville jail
and were only released after 12
days without food and a picket by
Algerians outside. This work was
developed at the ‘Unite the strug-
gles’ conference organised by
the Community and Union Action
Campaign — and again exten-
sively covered in Workers Press.

Above all, Workers Press has
been at the forefront of the cam-
paign for a response in the work-
ers’ movement to the barbarism
being perpetrated on the people
of Bosnia, as so eloquently de-
scribed by our Serbian comrade
Rade Paviovic (12 February). He
was the one to start the campaign
in the Workers International, in a
situation where the people among
whom he lives were caught up in
Great Serbian nationalism.

We've also reported how the
Workers Aid for Bosnia campaign
is making a big impact in the fight

to reunite the working class of
Europe — divided for almost 50
years following the carve-up
agreed between East and West by
Roosevelt, Truman, Churchill and
Stalin at the end of World War II.
The lead is being taken by com-
rades in Hungary to organise the
convoy for 26 March in Hungary,
the Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Croatia, Poland and Slovenia.

But Workers Press is not just
a record of experiences, impor-
tant though they are. We are fight-
ing to rebuild the working class’
consciousness of its own in-
terests, independent of the
bourgeoisie and the Labour Party
leaders, the trade union bureauc-
racy and the Stalinist bureaucra-
cy, which seek to tie the working
class to imperialism.

In fighting for this we fight to
rebuild the Fourth International
— we know we cannot do one
without the other. Hence the dis-
cussion, carried forward in last
week’'s editorial, about how the
working class is to be united.

Why have | gone through the
achievements of Workers Press
in just the last few weeks? It is to
remind myself, and hopefully you
the reader, of why we struggle to
get in a £3,000 Monthly Fighting
Fund.

Mike Cooke
Money, etc., to Workers Press,
PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB.

Bristol Marxist Forum conference

Towards revolution:

Socialist politics now

Saturday-Sunday 5-6 March

The Bristol Settlement, Ducie Road,
Barton Hill, Bristol 5

Saturday — 1.30pm-5.30pm; Sunday — 10am-2pm
Details from: J. Clark, 23 Monmouth Road, Bristol BS7 8LF. (0272 423435)
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ALGERIAN asylum-seekers in Britain, are running the
gauntlet between the deportation policies of the British
Home Office and the long arm of the Algerian junta’s
secret-police torturers. They fear the secret police, having
begun spying on the community here, may attempt pro-

vocations.

Slimani Djfar, a
40-year-old father of four
who was held in Hasler im-
migrant detention centre,
Portsmouth, for nine
months, was deported to
Algeria three weeks ago. He
was immediately thrown
into Beroujthia top-security
prison.

Secret

Riad Khassioui, 21, applied
for political asylum in Britain
but was deported six months
ago. On 22 January 1994, secret
police came to a flat at 20 Rue

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

Danton, Algiers, where Riad
was staying with his brother in
law, Mohammed Mazni. The
police threw Yacine Zoiche, a
friend, from the balcony to his
death, then tortured Moham-
med Mazni in his bathroom, be-
fore murdering him and Riad
Khassioui.

Eight Algerians released
from Pentonville prison, Lon-
don, after a 12-day hunger strike
still face the threat of deporta-
tion. While they were in Penton-
ville a prison officer told them:
‘We don’t care about you, and

your government doesn’t care
about you. As far as we are
concerned you can starve to
death. That is what happened to
Bobby Sands.’

A Zairean who had joined
their hunger strike was released
on 13 February. Last year an
inquest ruled that another Zai-
rean, Omasase Lumumba,
nephew of the Congo’s first
prime minister, Patrice
Lumumba, had been unlawfully
killed in Pentonville.

Some Algerians legally in
Britain find themselves caught
between the two governments.
A man whose wife is British was

refused a passport from -the
Algerian embassy, which
claimed they had no ‘proof’ he
was Algerian.

The British Home Office de-
manded he produce a letter of
refusal from the embassy,
which wouldn't provide one, and
ignored two letters from his
MP, Labour’'s Jeremy Corbyn.

Aspolitical repression grows
worse in Algeria, refugees in
London believe an officer at the
embassy is directing spying on
their community. One man was
tailed by a car as he walked
from Baker Street station to Re-
gents Park mosque. While he
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Deported to torture
and death

was away from home, his wife
received a phone call falsely
claiming that he had been
arrested.

Refugees

A man who frequented some
London mosques, claiming he
could give legal advice to re-
fugees, was found out to be
passing files on people to an
Algerian official. Mohammed
Sekkoum, of the Algerian Com-
munity Association, called the
police on one occasion because
of sinister-looking characters
loitering outside his home.

Mohammed suspects that
the secret police in Algeria have
carried out some of the assassi-
nations blamed on the Islamic
opposition. He also points out
that the junta had talks with
French and German author-
ities, to have pressure put on
Algerian activists.

Algerians in Britain fear
that, like the Tsarist Okhrana
early this century, their coun-
try’s increasingly desperate
secret-police agents may turn
from harassment to provoca-
tions, aimed at bringing the
British authorities’ wrath on re-
fugees here.

BY BOB ARCHER

LARGE areas of the east Lon-
don borough of Redbridge were
cut off in the massive police
operation against environmen-
tal protesters last week.

The protesters had occupied
a row of houses in Wanstead due
to be demolished to make way
for the new road linking central
London with the M11 motorway.

In an operation second only
to the events of the 1984-85 min-
ers’ strike, road-blocks were put
up at dawn at dozens of points in

Wanstead: w

middle-class Redbridge.

The police clampdown was
maintained all day, thoroughly
annoying large numbers of
motorists and bringing a chill-
ing evocation of what a police
state could look like.

Sealed

Throughout the day, 800
police officers kept several hun-
dred yards of the A12 around the
row of houses completely sealed
off. Several hundred more were
in reserve nearby.

Even more disturbing were
the hundreds of bailiffs and

WHEN published in early 1994
this 220 page book will cost
about £15. Advance subscribers
are offered it for £10. Fill in the
form below.

The book and
its author

The Vietnamese workers’
movement took shape in mortal
conflict with the French colonial

. regime before World War II.

It suffered defeat in 1945,
caught between French
attempts to reassert control on
one side, and an alliance of the
Communist party and reactio-
ary nationalists on the other.

A decisive part was played in
the workers' movement by the
‘WVietnamese supporters of Leon
Troisky.

As the official Communist
Party — under Stalin’s instruc-
Bons — carried out ever-more
-ruinous zig-zags of policy, the
Trotskyists discredited and de-
feated them in the workers’

organisations.

! The Vietnamese Communist

E;any enforced its power in 1945
a brutal slaughter of its

| SPECIAL OFFER — EXPIRES END FEB. 1994 |
"REVOLUTIONARIES THEY

COULDN’T BREAK’

The fight for the Fourth International in Indo-China -

BY N.VAN

Trotskyist opponents — not, as
Stalinist mythology pretended,
because the latter ‘turned their
backs on the peasantry ' or ‘sold
themselves to Japanese
fascism’.

This book sets straight the
historical record after genera-
tions of falsification.

It brings alive the political
lessons of a period in which the
Trotskyist Fourth International
and the Stalinist Third Interna-
tional clashed, not in the arena
of ideas or slogans, but in life —
among workers and peasants
who organised and fought in the
face of grinding poverty, police
dictatorship and war.

* * * *

Ngo Van was a worker, a
Trotskyist and a participant in
the events he describes. He was
imprisoned in the 1930s by the
French colonial regime, and in
1945 escaped the Stalinist mas-
sacre.

He fled Vietnam to Europe,
where he lives in exile. He com-
bined first-hand experience
with years of documentary re-
search to write this book, which
is a must for revolutionary
fighters of today
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Return to index Books, 28 Charlotte St, London W1P 1HJ.

at a police state looks like

strong-arm men in blue dun-
garees and hard hats who
strutted around Wanstead all
day.

Many of the environmental
campaigners are veterans of
other anti-motorway cam-
paigns and squats.

They are putting up a desper-
ate struggle against the inva-
sion of concrete and asphalt,
which brings big profits for
construction companies and
their financial backers but only
dirt and pollution for the rest of
us.

As more and more cars
career about on more and more
roads, more and more children
are suffering from asthma,
almost certainly brought on by
exhaust gases.

Media sneers about ‘new age
travellers’ are intended to drive
a wedge between the protesters
and the local residents.

Respect

In fact the protesters earned
the respect of many of the jour-
nalists who covered the Red-
bridge siege by their quiet
bravery and non-violent
conduct.

Some of the environmental-
ists chained themselves to ce-
ment barrels. Others perched
on rooftops and perilously high
on trees, trying to make it im-

possible for the police to remove
them and make way for the new
road.

A huge hydraulic lift was
deployed by the police, who
literally snatched people off
the rooftops and swung them
down to the ground. It is an
absolute miracle that no
serious injuries were inflicted

on the protesters in the process.

Many building workers and
others have carried out symbo-
lic occupations of various sites
and plants as part of industrial
struggles.

They should know that the
police will stop at nothing to
smash such actions. The M11 link
protesters have undergone an ex-

The Wanstead police operation was second only to that in the 1984-85 miners’ strike (pictured)

perience which provides food for
thought for all trades unionists
and communities in struggle
against the capitalist state.

Attention has now switched
further west along the intended
route of the link road. Protes-
ters have occupied more build-
ings and intend to carry on the
fight against an unwanted road.

‘Probe

HUMAN rights campaigners
have asked the House of Com-
mons select committee investi-
gating links between British aid
and arms exports to Malaysia to
extend its enquiries to deals
with Indonesia.

Campaign

Tapol, the Indonesian human
rights campaign, said 24 British
Aerospace Hawk fighter-train-
ers were sold to the Suharto
regime in June last year, two

Indonesia arms deal’

months after the British govern-
ment agreed £65 million in soft
loans for a power plant in east
Kalimantan.

Although Defence Secretary
Malcolm Rifkind claimed the
Hawks were only unarmed
trainers, Indonesian comman-
ders say they can be used for
ground-attack. Indonesian
occupation forces are fighting
guerrilla movements in East
Timor and Papua.

The power plant in Indonesia
is being built by the same GEC-

Durham ex-steelworker loses |

bungalow murder appeal
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Alsthom consortium involved in
Malaysia’s controversial Per-
gau dam project.

Under a deal signed by for-
mer prime minister Thatcher
and Malaysian prime minister
Mohammad Mahathir, secretly
linking aid to arms, Malaysia
agreed to purchase British fri-
gates from the GEC-owned Yar-
row shipbuilders.

Tyneside shipbuilders Swan

Hunter, now in the hands of the
receivers, say they spent
£345,000 preparing a bid for the
frigate contract before being
warned off by the Ministry of
Defence.

One of Thatcher’s closest
advisers is now with GEC’s
Malaysian subsidiary, while son
Mark is a £52,000 a year ‘consul-
tant’ to Cementation, also en-
gaged in the Malaysian dam
project.
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Hello and
joodbye!

ORGIVE an excursion from the
ft-wing press. It’s not often we see
former member of the central
smmittee of the Workers Revolu-
pnary Party grinning from the
wnt-cover of ‘Hello!’, the maga-
pe that tries to brighten our hum-
fum existence by showing us how
ell-to-do celebrities live.
'On 12 February, promising ‘a
ire and candid interview at home
Vanessa Redgrave’, ‘Hello!’
ed her sitting on the settee,
hndjng by the piano, in front of
e mantelpiece, with and without
pother Corin, and wearing three
pifits (Corin managed two). She
@s asked about her daughters’
jecess, about becoming a grand-
er, and whether she was good
keeping friends.
“I guess I must be,’ replied Ms
pdgrave. Scanning the pictures
her mantelpiece, I couldn’t
any of former WRP leader
| Healy. When the WRP expel-
d Healy in 1985, for failing to
iswer charges of violence, slan-
and sexual abuse of young
mbers, the Redgraves went
him. Their children hadn’t
abused. Vanessa Redgrave
ed five different intelligence
ncies had conspired against
ade Gerry’.
Vanessa Redgrave and Healy
to Moscow together. Convinced
chev was leading the ‘political
olution’ that would save the
R, they founded the Marxist
. Since Healy’s death, Red-
e has appeared with a claimant
the Russian throne (also in
o!’) and shaking hands with
cess Diana (in the London
ing Standard’). She is helping
CEF, the children’s fund.
“Vanessa, do you feel you have
misunderstood in your public
?* asked ‘Hello!’. Yes and no,
Redgrave. I'd say yes, defi-
. For almost a decade she had
believing she wanted to be a
lutionary!
As for ‘keeping friends’, after
v died in 1989, Vanessa Red-
ve Enterprises Ltd sacked his
retary, Corinna Lotz, who'd
with him before they were,
uncing her as a ‘provocateur’
touch with ‘a CIA agent’. This
't impress an industrial rela-
tribunal, which found it an
ir dismissal.
Redgrave has a picture in her
ing room of Dustin Hoffman, with
she starred in ‘Agatha’, about
ective-story writer Agatha
istie’s disappearance. What be-
of the Marxist Party’s prom-
international investigation into
’s death remains a mystery.
this ‘Miss Marples’s’ career can
few surprises anymore.

urnaround

ON colleagues of Bob Pitt have
me to record his latest poli-
turn. About six months ago, at
London booksellers’ branch of
workers’ union USDAW, Pitt
v opposed giving any support
the Workers Aid for Bosnia
0yS.
Reminded that the Workers In-
mational League, of which he
is 2a member, supported Workers
8 , Pitt told his branch meeting
gt he had left the WIL precisely
er this issue. As workmates col-
ted aid, and anxiously followed
¢ first convoy’s progress, he
gered about ‘beans for Bosnia’.
This month, however, Pitt pro-
ged the branch should affiliate to
gernational Workers Aid’, the
pakaway engineered by Steve
pers, Alan Thornett and the ‘Un-
@ Secretariat of the Fourth Inter-
fional’. Change of tune, or
pnge of tactics? Funny old game,
't it? With some funny people.
Charlie Pottins

i

Below we reproduce the election manifesto issued by

Communist Party.

THE apologists for imperialism
gleefully proclaim that socialism
and communism are dead, that so-
cialism has no place in the future of
humanity because it has proved
itself unworkable. The proof they
give for these lies is the collapse of
the regimes in eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union.

If they are correct, then human-
ity is doomed to plunge deeper into
the abyss of darkness and barbar-
ism. This is so because under impe-
rialism — the last and highest
phase of capitalism — the further
development of the human race
and its liberation from hunger and
poverty are impossible.

In fact the capitalist system,
which is in rapid decay, can only
increase the drudgery and misery

comrades of the Workers International in South Africa,
who are standing candidates in the national elections in
April. They are fighting the elections on a revolutionary
programme that calls for the overthrow of capitalism in
South Africa and in opposition to the Stalinist alliance of
the African National Congress and the South African

worsening cycle of poverty, suffer-
ing and violence is by overthrowing
this rotting capitalist system and
building in its place a socialist soci-
ety. This task falls to the working
class, which has no stake in capital-
ism and which has the power to
overthrow it.

Under socialism the means of
production — land, factories and
mines — and the banks and all big
business must be placed under the
control of the working class. To
achieve this aim the working class
must be organised in its own inde-
pendent revolutionary party. This
will have to be an international
party — for us, the rebuilt Fourth
International.

We repeat: it was not socialism
or communism that collapsed in

‘It was not socialism or communism that
collapsed in the USSR and eastern Europe
but a brutal, anti-democratic, anti-worker

system headed by the Stalinist
bureaucracy.’

of the vast majority of the world’s
population. Millions are dying of
starvation in Africa and Asia while
thousands of tons of food are dum-
ped in Europe and north America.

Who can ever forget Ethiopia
and Somalia? Numerous wars and
civil wars are carried out or sup-
ported by the imperialists against
democratic and progressive forces
of the oppressed peasants and the
workers’ movement of Africa, Asia
and south America. War is de-
clared wherever the interests of
imperialism are threatened.

Under imperialism, illiteracy
and the absence of basic housing,
health care, education, and jobs
are the norm in all the poor capital-
ist countries, and are spreading to
the advanced capitalist countries
as capitalist decay accelerates.

Today in Europe and north
America democratic rights, such
as trade union rights, jobs and so-
cial security are under vicious
attack.

The only way to break this

South African police search through a township

the USSR and eastern Europe but a
brutal, anti-democratic, anti-
worker system headed by the
Stalinist bureaucracy.

* #* * * *

STALINISM is the ideology of the
social caste that crystallised
around Joseph Stalin. In the Soviet
Union and eastern Europe, as in
other countries, Stalinism was
based on installing and keeping in
power the new elite — the state and
party officials (bureaucracy) —
who were the new rulers.

The source of the wealth of the
bureaucracy was nationalised eco-
nomy, which it exploited and plun-
dered for its own gain. In order to
protect its privileges, a regime of
violence and terror was organised
over the working class.

Any genuine struggles else-
where in the world presented a
threat to the Stalinists’ privileges
and anti-socialist policies. Hence

they used their might to behead any
genuine socialist struggles across
the world, by misleading workers
and by killing thousands of revolu-
tionaries, including Leon Trotsky
in 1940.

The Stalinists and their policies
led to the defeat of many revolu-
tionary struggles, for instance the
Chinese and Spanish revolutions
and, later, the Hungarian revolu-
tion in 1956. Stalinism was and
remains the grave-digger of the
socialist revolution and the protec-
tor of imperialism.

Today it is the Stalinists who are
spearheading the restoration of
capitalism in the former Soviet
Union and eastern Europe, allow-
ing the imperialists to gobble up
these countries for peanuts. In fact,
many new capitalists in these coun-
tries are ‘former’ Stalinists who
are plundering their countries
anew.

In this new role of theirs, the
Stalinists have now completely and
unambiguously revealed their true
pro-capitalist nature. In countries
such as South Africa the Stalinists
are in the forefront of extolling the
virtues of capitalism.

But from the very beginning Sta-
linism has been opposed by com-
rades who fought heroically
against selling out the principles on
which the Russian revolution was
based. Many paid for this with their
lives.

Out of these struggles the Fourth
International, the world party of
socialist revolution, was founded in
1938. The Fourth International was
committed to continue the fight for
genuine revolutionary internation-
al socialism, and therefore pitted
itself against Stalinism.

It was persecuted by imperial-
ism and Stalinism alike. It suffered
a severe crisis in 1953 owing to the
pressure of Stalinism and the
opportunist policies of its own lead-
ership. But the struggle did not end
there — it continued under the most
difficult conditions.

Today, we, in the Workers Inter-
national to Rebuild the Fourth In-
ternational, are an organisation
fighting to reconstruct the Fourth
International so that it can fulfil its
historic mission — the total van-
quishing of capitalism and the total
liberation of humanity.

South Africa has its own Stalinist
party that has over the years sup-
ported Moscow’s every bloody
deed. The South African Commun-
ist Party (SACP) implements the
politics of Stalinism in our country,
in alliance with the nationalist Afri-
can National Congress (ANC).

Facing police bullets: evidence prove

These two parties have & history
of dealing mercilessly with opposi-
tion. The detention, abuses, torture
and murder of its own fighters in
exile being a case in point.

It comes as no surprise to us that
today the supposedly ‘communist’
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rather to tighten their belts whilst
the capitalists grow richer.

For workers to successfully de-
fend their interests against capit-
alism, they will have to take
COSATU out of this Stalin-
ist-nationalist alliance and have to
pursue internationalist revolu-
tionary politics.

The main
issues we are
fighting for:

1. For a revolutionary

workers’ state.

Under capitalism the state rules
on behalf of the capitalist class. In
overthrowing capitalism the work-
ing class will have to break up the
capitalist state machinery, includ-
ing the security forces, and have to
build a new kind of state — a work-
ers’ state.

A workers’ state will consist of
representative organs of workers’
power, such as elected workers’
councils operating at all levels of
society. The workers’ state will be
defended by a revolutionary work-
ers’ army.

2. Nationalisation
under workers’
control.

End the ownership of the eco-
nomy by a handful of capitalists.
We stand for the nationalisation of
the mines, factories, banks, the
capitalist farms, and all other sec-
tions of big business, without com-

5. We reject the
pro-capitalist and
undemocratic
negotiations and

agreements.

Negotiations have left capital-
ism firmly in place, and are aimed
at further strengthening it. The en-
tire process was conducted by un-
elected individuals, most of whom
do not represent the masses but
have long histories of repressing
and massacring the oppressed. The
negotiations were also character-
ised by numerous secret meetings,
where deals were struck behind the
backs of the masses.

To add insult to injury, all the
deals had to be approved by the
illegitimate, racist and undemo-
cratic tri-cameral parliament.
Thus the ‘new’ South Africa will be
an approved product of the apar-
theid state. Is it possible that this
reactionary parliament can give
birth to democracy? Most certainly
not.

Can anyone still doubt that
democracy in the ‘new’ South Afri-
ca will be an abortion? We reject
the whole process, with its agree-
ments that are so heavily stacked
against the interests of the working
class.

Principally:

B We reject the property clause,
which protects the rights of the
capitalists against the working
class and the dispossessed.

B We demand the publication of
the minutes of all the secret meet-
ings held during the past four years
as part of the negotiations process.

B We demand a sovereign consti-

‘There can be no lasting peace without
the total destruction of the capitalist state
and its security forces and reactionary
surrogates. This is the task of the working
class.’

that violence in the townships is sponsored by the South African regime

SACP is in the forefront of those
trying to tie the working class to the
wagon of the bourgeoisie.

In order to accomplish this deed,
the tri-partite alliance with the
ANC and the Congress of South
African Trade Unions (COSATU)

allow Stalinism and nationalism to
exercise political control over the
workers in COSATU. The COSATU
and the trade union leaderships —
almost wholly members of the ANC

the workers to the pro-capitalist
politics of the ANC and SACP.
These leaders are now -telling
workers not to fight against capital-
ism, which oppresses them. but

pensation and under workers’ con-
trol. Then the profits that used to be
pocketed by the rapacious capital-
ists will be ploughed into the de-
velopment of society for the benefit
of all.

3. The land must be
redivided.

All the capitalist farms must be
nationalised under the control of
those who work them. All peasants
should get full ownership and con-
trol over their plots of land. Those
communities that were robbed of
their land under apartheid must
have it restored to them.

4. Workers’
internationalism.

Capitalism is an international
system and the capitalists are in-
ternationally united against the
working class. Solidarity with
workers’ struggles in other coun-
tries is one of our very important
principles.

Furthermore, the struggle for
socialism is itself international.
Only after the overthrow of
capitalism in every country will
socialism be a reality, and will hu-
manity be free from misery and
suffering.

It is for this reasom
revolutionary party of the
class must be an infterm
party — the rebuilt Fou
tional

tuent assembly, in opposition to the
rubber-stamp puppet assembly
that was negotiated. The principles
upon which the new constitution is
to be based have been agreed in
advance by the unelected negotia-
tions forum and tri-cameral parlia-
ment. We stand for a constituent
assembly unfettered by previous
agreements, and elected in a con-
stituency-based election.

B We reject a so-called govern-
ment of ‘national unity’. The par-
ties that the ANC and SACP will be
uniting with do not represent the
masses. Such a government will
not unite the working class or the
oppressed. It will unite the capital-
ists and reactionaries with the
nationalism of the ANC and the
Stalinism of the SACP.

It will be a government united
against the working class.

We oppose racialism and stand
for a centrally united state. The
purpose of breaking the country up
into regional governments is
threefold — firstly it divides the
working class and its organisa-
tions; secondly it provides a politic-
al niche for regional reactionary
forces; and, thirdly it entrenches
tribal consciousness.

This is one of the most serious
attacks on the unity of the working
class, and is a second edition of the
Bantustan policy. First you divide

them. then you rule them Owr

oppose the regeyment of
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taking of new loans from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund and
the World Bank, which are impe-
rialism’s police.

B We insist on the complete des-
truction of apartheid, roots and
all.

We stand for the complete dis-
mantling of apartheid’s struc-
tures, such as the state, the secur-
ity forces and the courts. We
stand for the removal of privile-
ges gained through apartheid.

We stand for the tearing down
of apartheid monuments, and for
the replacement of all apartheid
names (e.g. streets) and symbols.
All forms of racism must be
rooted out.

B The election is a fraud. The
majority will decide at the ballot
box which party they want to rule
over them. However, the major-

negotiated settlement to the
masses.

6. The violence
against the masses
must be stopped

Eye-witness accounts, court
cases, and other evidence proved
long ago that the vice-like grip of
violence in the townships is spon-
sored by the regime, the Inkatha
Freedom Party and elements of
the Afrikaner rightwing.

New evidence is surfacing that
British secret agents are sup-
plying AK47s to reactionary insti-
gators of the violence.

The violence is aimed against
the black working class, in order
to destroy its fighting capacity,
thereby keeping it under control.

Many thousands have already

‘The leaderships of the ANC, SACP and
COSATU have sold out on all the main
demands of the oppressed and exploited in
favour of unity with the capitalists and
reactionaries.’

ity party will not rule after 28
April, but a government of ‘na-
tional unity’ that will prevent the
will of the majority from being
implemented.

The elections will favour
minorities. In addition, the nego-
tiations partners are opportunis-
tically seeing the elections as a
means whereby the masses will
endorse the deals negotiated
against their interests.

The masses will vote, not for
this reason but despite the deal.
They will vote in order to kick the
Nationalist Party out of power
thereby bringing closer freedom.
We oppose the undemocratic na-
ture of this election, and will par-
ticipate in it in order to expose its
true nature and the nature of the

died, and the killings are
continuing unabated. The ANC
and the SACP have proved
themselves incapable of ending
this violence. : ;

By calling on people to throw
their guns into the sea, by refus-
ing to arm the masses, by reining
in MK [Umkhonto we Sizwe, the
ANC’s military wingl, by
embracing Buthelezi and In-
katha, and by signing peace
accords with the murderers, the
ANC and SACP have become a
contributing factor to the
violence.

There can be no lasting peace
without the total destruction of
the capitalist state and its
security forces and reactionary
surrogates. This is the task of the

Deals were struck behind the backs of the masses

Mines, factories, banks, capitalist farms and other big business must be nationalised, without compensation:
the ownership of the economy by a handful of capitalists must be ended

working class. We fully support
the formation of armed self-de-
fence units that are completely
accountable to the communities
they are defending.

7. Imperialism out of
South Africa and the
region

Imperialism’s presence in
South Africa is, as always, to
further its own interests. Impe-
rialism is fully behind and an
integral part of the counter-re-
volutionary negotiations pro-
cess; on the one hand, streng-
thening the regime and the reac-
tionary forces, while, on the
other, supporting the ANC.

The imperialist observers
have shown themselves incap-
able of stopping the violence,
their presence rather legitimises
and institutionalises it, helping
the murderers to hide themsel-
ves.

Infact new evidence shows the
British imperialists are sup-
plying AK47s to those responsible
for the violence. Even where
there is peace, the monopoly on
violence is left in the hands of the
culprits, who can at their leisure
decide to start again.

We also
stand for:

B A guaranteed living wage for
all workers, which must be linked
to inflation.

B Work for all or a living unem-
ployment benefit and full job
security.

B Animmediate end to retrench-
ment — retrench the bosses.

B State-provision of decent
housing for all. Houses must be
adequate for the needs of the
people, and at low, subsidised
rents.

B Free adequate health care and
education for all. Compulsory
education until matriculation
level or the age of 18.

B Pensions and other social allo-
wances must be adequate and
liveable.

B The elderly and infirm must be

properly cared for by the state.

B Introduction of extensive sub-
sidies on bread and all other basic
foods.

B Public transport must be ade-
quate, safe and cheap.

B Peasants and small businesses
must be assisted by means of
easy access to cheap credit, and
all other reasonable measures.

B Workers must have the right to
form unions of their choice, to
strike without fear of dismissal or
harassment, and whatever other
rights decided on by the workers
themselves.

B An end to discrimination
against women in law, in the
workplace and at home.

B The creation of the conditions
needed by the youth to develop
intellectually, academically, cul-
turally and physically. The youth
must be enabled to play a mean-
ingful role in society, and must
have guaranteed employment.

In conclusion:

THE leaderships of the ANC,
SACP and COSATU have sold out
on all the main demands of the
oppressed and exploited in favour
of unity with the capitalists and
reactionaries.

They promise us all sorts of
freedoms after the April elec-
tions. But what good will these
freedoms be if people do not have
money for the bus fare to look for
a job? Freedom of movement
then becomes meaningless.

There will be freedom of
speech, they say, but the media
(newspapers, TV, radio), through
which ideas can be expressed, is
controlled by the capitalists.
There will be housing, they say,
but the vast majority will not be
able to afford it. What good is
equality before the law if the poor
man/woman cannot afford the
same lawyers as the rich?

‘We call on the working class (urban and
rural), the peasants, the lower rungs of the
middle class, and all genuine democrats, to
support us in our revolutionary quest for real
equality, truth and democracy.’

The youth must have the right to
happiness.

B The complete scrapping of
Value Added Tax.

B Sound environmental policies.
Capitalism and Stalinism are des-
troying the environment we live
in. We stand for policies that
would prevent further harm to
the environment, and that would
protect and revitalise it.

B All children must have the
right to a loving home, adequate
care, security and protection.

B All fighters for democracy who
returned from exile, especially

‘those who were wrongfully de-

tained and tortured by the ANC
and SACP, and including all demo-
bilised soldiers against apartheid,
must be provided with adequate
housing, and decent jobs or a
living unemployment benefit.

B Forward to the united socialist
states of southern Africa.

The list of what is unobtainable
for the working class under capit-
alism is unending. Freedoms and
rights mean nothing if there is no
money to implement or enjoy
them. Real equality, real emanci-
pation from poverty, hunger and
degradation, can only be
achieved through the destruction
of private property relations and
the establishment of a socialist
economy.

The Workers International to
Rebuild the Fourth International
is counterposing a revolutionary,
internationalist socialist prog-
ramme fo the capitalist program-
mes of the other parties. We call
on the working class (urban and
rural), the peasants, the lower
rungs of the middle class, and all
genuine democrats, to support us
in our revolutionary quest for
real equality, truth and demo-
cracy.

The struggle continues!
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Television

Lynchburg to Nuremberg

AMONG chilling episodes which
remain in my mind from films is
one from Kevin Brownlow's low-
budget, black-and-white 1960s ‘It
Happened Here’, which im-
agined Britain as it might have
been under Nazi occupation.

A nurse who volunteers to
work for the Vichy-style col-
laborator regime is sent to a
pleasant-looking country nurs-
ing home, where she adminis-
ters injections to prisoners. The
following morning, the sun
shines into an empty ward.
Outside the window, birds are
singing, and staff in the grounds
are filling in graves.

Escaped

In a week in which Stephen
Spielberg’s ‘Schindler’s List’
was released, BBC2 discussed
Hollywood and the Holocaust,
and ITV showed a documentary
on children who escaped the
Nazis. The programme that
grabbed my attention was ‘The
Lynchburg Story’ (17 February,
Channel 4), in the ‘Secret His-
tory’ series, about an asylum in
Virginia, set up as a colony for
epileptics, where during 1922-72
over 8,000 people were compul-
sorily sterilised.

They were, as the narrator
said, Virginia's ill-educated
poor whites. Teenagers who had
run away from home were
brought to Lynchburg by ‘wel-
fare’ workers. An ll-year-old
girl was told ‘You've got to be
operated on'. ‘For what?’ ‘For

Review by Charlie Pottins

your own health.” She nearly
died under the operation. In
adult life, her marriage broke
down because she couldn’t have
children.

Able-bodied inmates at Lyn-
chburg were worked as virtual
slaves, for 25 cents a week.
Those who broke the rules or
upset staff were thrown in
cramped punishment cells for
up to 90 days. The girl who had
been sterilised at 11 saw a
woman beaten to death by a
warder.

US courts have refused to
rule that people’s constitutional
rights were violated at Lyn-
chburg. ‘Life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness’? Virginia
had been a slave state, its
famous son Thomas Jefferson,
who wrote those fine words in
the constitution, was a planter.
From regarding blacks as bred
for hard labour, to eliminating
‘worthless’ poor-whites who
‘degraded’ their ‘race’ wasn't
hard.

What happened at Lyn-
chburg was not a peculiarly
Southern, or American, affair.
In England, Sir Francis Galton
pioneered the idea of ‘eugenics’,
selective breeding of human
beings to eliminate the undesir-
ables. A government informa-
tion film asserted mental as
well as physical qualities were
inherited. Fabians like H.G.
Wells, George Bernard Shaw

and the Webbs were keen on the
idea, and Winston Churchill
favoured the kind of program-
me carried out at Lynchburg.

While ‘Roaring Twenties’
America Charlestoned through
the ‘Jazz Age’, racists marched
not only under klansmen’s
hoods but in the white coats of
pseudo-science, warning of
‘race degeneration’. Eugenics
legislation drafted by Dr Harry
Loughlin provided for compul-
sory sterilisation of the blind,
deaf, tubercular, criminals,
mentally-ill, paupers and home-
less; in fact anyone whom the
authorities deemed ‘feeble-min-
ded’ or ‘social misfits'.

Carrie Buck, raped where
she worked as a servant, ran
away and bore an illegitimate
child. The family she lodged
with reported her. Carrie was
taken away to Lynchburg, while
they kept the child. Carrie was
used in a test case for the legal-
ity of forced sterilisations. Dr
Harry Loughlin, who’d never
met her, gave ‘expert evidence’
that Carrie typified ‘the shift-
less, worthless and anti-social
whites’ who should be elimin-
ated.

Hollywood, which produced
some sharp social documentar-
ies at this time, exposed some of
the misery that eugenics was
inflicting on individuals. But
California had more sterilisa-
tions than Virginia.

Adolf Hitler’s laws for ster-
ilising mental patients and
others ‘unfit’ for the ‘Master
Race’ were based on those in
force in the United States.
Harry Loughlin received an
honorary doctorate from
Heidelberg. Those in charge of
Lynchburg observed that ‘Ger-
many is catching us up at our
own game’.

Step

The programme showed it
was a logical step from elimi-
nating ‘undesirable’ character-
istics to exterminating people.

We might add, those fleeing
Nazi persecution ran up against
racist US immigration laws,
drafted under the same ideolo-
gical influence as the sterilisa-
tion programme. After World
War II, some of those who draf-
ted Germany’s race-laws found
themselves in the dock at
Nuremberg.

While America led the ‘free
world’ during the cold war, Lyn-
chburg continued sterilising
people and employing slaves.
No one has paid for it, nor has
anyone been compensated.

When capitalism’s ‘experts’
blame society’s vietims for
their plight, talk about genetic-
ally inherited inferiority, or
claim they can identify ‘crimin-
al types’ at five (not those of
their own class, of course!),
think on. We have been down
that road, from Lynchburg to
Nuremberg.

Sunday 27 February ENCOUN-
TERS: ‘Lost Children of
Angola’. In the last 15 years the
infrastructure of civilisation
has all but vanished from this,
the potentially third-richest
African country (Tpm, Channel
4). THE SOUTH BANK SHOW:
‘Looking for the Perfect Beat
— Rap’. Susan Shaw’s film ex-
plores the world of rap and hip
hop, from its origins in the
streets of the south Bronx to the
explosion of ‘Gangsta’ rap in
Los Angeles (10.40pm, ITV).

Monday 28 February BEYOND
THE CLOUDS: ‘A Small Town
in China’. First of a seven-part
series by award-winning
documentarist Phil Agland,
who was accorded unprece-
dented access by the Chinese
government. Part two is on
Thursday (9pm, Channel 4).
‘China in Revolution’. Begins a
four-part examination of the
lives of Chinese people from
the fall of the last Emperor up
to the death of Chairman Mao
(11.10pm, Channel 4),

Tuesday 1 March ASSIGN-
MENT: ‘Naked Washington’.

Programme guide

sy

Considers the increase in hos-
tility towards US presidents
over the last three decades
(7.45pm, BBC2).

Friday 4 March PUBLIC EYE:
‘Home Truths’. Questions
whether there is a hidden agen-
da behind the government’s
plans to end the rights of home-
less families to permanent
homes (8pm, BBC2).

Selected films

LAUGHTER IN PARADISE
(1951). Practical joker leaves
fortune to four relatives provid-
ing they carry out certain
tasks. Mario Zampi directs a
cast of familiar British charac-
ter actors (Saturday, 1pm,
Channel 4). LES ENFANTS
TERRIBLES (1949). Jean-

Lost child in Angola’s conflict (left), Sunday, C4; and life in a small town in China, Monday, C4

Pierre Melville’s screen ver-
sion of a Jean Cocteau novel
about the enclosed world of a
brother and sister (Sunday,
12.45am, Channel 4). JUNIOR
BONNER (1972). Steve
McQueen plays an ageing
rodeo star in this sublime Sam
Peckinpah western (Friday,
12.15am, BBC2).

JJ

The ‘International’ focuses on Russia

NEW ISSUE NOW OUT! £2 plus 70p p&p

THE history of the Soviet Union
and the changes taking place in
its former territories is retur-
ned to in the just-published issue
(no. 14) of the ‘International’,
journal of the Workers Interna-
tional to Rebuild the Fourth
International.

The break-up of the Stalinist
dictatorship in the former USSR
has opened a door for revolu-
tionaries in the East and the
West to start a serious political
exchange for the first time since
the 1920s.

In the summer of 1990, the
Workers International organ-
ised a rally and meeting in
Moscow to commemorate the
50th anniversary of Trotsky’s
assassination.

A major result of this work
was the establishment of a
small Trotskyist group, the So-
cialist Workers Union of Mos-
cow, which is a section of the
Workers International. One of

the leaders of this group, Alexeii
Gusev, is a prize-winning histo-
rian of opposition groups within
the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union (CPSU) during the
1920s.

He has written an article on
the struggle of the CPSU in 1923,
the year that saw the birth of the

Left Opposition. Lavish use of -

original documents, which have
only now become available,
bring to life the struggle for
Bolshevism against Stalinism
which our movement embodies.

Fruitful

Comrade Gusev’'s article
should launch a fruitful discus-
sion, especially as he is critical
of the way in which the Left
Oppositionists waged the fight
within the CPSU. It does contri-
bute greatly to our knowledge of
the period and its importance
for the workers’ movement.

B Recent developments
have painfully exposed the pov-
erty of what passes for an
‘analysis’ of the Soviet Union
among many of the so-called
Trotskyist groups. One pathetie
side of doctrinaire sloganising is
the search for a progressive
force among the remnants of
the old bureaucracy that is
squabbling over the right to rule
Russia.

In an article on ‘The Nature
of the Bureaucracy in the For-
mer Soviet Union’, Simon
Pirani rebuts this view as rep-
resented by the League for a
Revolutionary Communist In-
ternational. His article points
out the long and injurious tradi-
tion behind the view that Stalin-
ism has a ‘progressive’ side.

B Russian and Ukrainian
miners have been at the fore-
front of the working class in
struggle both before and after
the break-up of the Soviet

Union. The Socialist Workers
Union circulated among them a
letter from Worker Internation-
al executive member Dave
Temple, himself until recently a
leading mineworker in north-
east England.

The letter, reprinted in this
issue of the ‘International’, ex-
presses solidarity in the defence
of miners’ jobs and communi-
ties, calls for an international
conference of militant miners,
and urges support for the open-
ing of the northern route to
Tuzla in Bosnia, which is the
aim of the Workers Aid for Bos-
nia campaign.

B Issue no. 14 also reprints
from Workers Press (8 January)
the obituaries of Tom Kemp by
Geoff Pilling and Baldzs Nagy.
B The ‘International’ no. 14 costs
£2.00, plus 70p postage and
packaging, and is available from
PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB,
Britain.
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An absence
of politics

A GERMAN theatre critic,
attending a Bertolt Brecht pre-
miere in the 1920s, found him-
self in the midst of a riot. The
show so outraged the bourgeois
audience that it erupted.

The critic sought to convey
the atmosphere to his readers.
There was a couple seated be-
side him, he recounted. In the
midst of the mélée the woman
suffered a heart attack and
asked her hushand to take her
home. He refused, explaining
that what was happening was
far too important to miss.

Although I would not wish
even a minor cardiac arrest on
anyone, as a theatre-goer, I
wish I could imagine something
like that happening in Britain
today.

There seemed cause for hope
last autumn when controversy
arose over David Hare's play
about recent British politics,
‘The Absence of War’. On a
recent visit to London I went to
see it in that concrete corral on
the South Bank, the Olivier
auditorium of the National
Theatre.

The show got a polite audi-
ence response and the nearest
thing to a riot came at the
interval over the price of ice
creams.

‘The Absence of War’ is
about the defeat of the Labour
Party at the 1992 general elec-
tion. To research it, Hare was
given privileged observer sta-
tus on the Kinnock campaign
team.

But the play, he insisted, is
a work of creative fiction.
Hare’s Labour leader, George
Jones, is not a balding, red
Welshman, but a white-haired,
London bachelor, played by In-
spector Morse (or John Thaw
asheis known tohisimmediate
family). The doubtfully loyal
shadow chancellor, Malcolm
Pryce (Richard Pasco), isnot a
bespectacled Scots lawyer
with a negative charisma
count.

A meeting between Jones
and Pryce at a crisis point in the
campaign, however, results in
one of a number of moments
when fiction and real life
merge.

Jones calls on Pryce to ‘talk
up’ his leadership. The latter
expostulates: ‘The whole
parliamentary party has lined
up . . . waiting for you to . . .
deliver the one hammer blow.
... Andinstead, we've watched
you . . . fumble. Oratorical free
fall! The “Oxford English Dic-
tionary’’ on speed! Every
bloody time you funk it!’

Kinnock, it was reported,
was displeased.

* & k ok k

AFTER the play’s opening in
October, Hare was invited on to
‘The Late Show’, the BBC2 prog-
ramme in which a group of
media ‘intellectuals’ take it
upon themselves to judge what
is important in cultural life.

John Naughton, the ‘Obser-
ver’s’ television critic, protes-
ted about what ensued. The
playwright complained, wrote
Naughton, that ‘The Late Show’
people had stitched him up.
They invited him to take part in
a discussion about the social
issues raised by his trilogy of
plays, which culminates with
‘The Absence of War’.

Instead he found himself
part of a panel reviewing the
plays themselves, although, of
those present, only one,
Michael Billington, was a
theatre critic.

Billington also testified that
he did not realise he would be
‘part of a hanging jury'. The
show’s discussion was chaired
by ‘Late Show’ groupie
Michael Ignatieff who, obser-
ved another commentator,
‘sneered loftily’.

Hare, Naughton reported,
was disgusted.

NAUGHTON exposed this epi-
sode because he is a scourge of
abusers of media power. The
Late Showers who skim with
megalomanic superficiality
over serious cultural issues are
a prime target.

Interesting though this quar-
rel was, there are other things to
be said about ‘The Absence of
War’.

Hare had tried to bring real
political issues into mainstream
theatre and his right to proper
treatment on television must be
supported. But ‘The Absence of
War’ dramatises the crisis of
the Labour Party: criticism
from the standpoint of the work-
ing class is called for.

The trades unions get no
serious mention in the play: not
even a minor character is a
trade union leader. Nor is there
any character who can make
even the beginning of a socialist
critique of the Labour leader-
ship.

At one level this must reflect
Hare’s experience as campaign
eavesdropper. Labour’s elec-
tion ‘experts’ in 1992 were deter-
mined that trades unionists
would play no visible part. Re-
ferences to socialism were
taboo.

But the playwright must
analyse, not just observe. Hare
presents a picture of what hap-
pened to the Labour Party as
though it were all a matter of
the leader’s dilemma, a person-
al tragedy.

One scene does show an old-
timer being swept aside as the
platform party sallies forth to
their version of a Nuremberg
rally. But Hare seems unable to
grapple with the idea that the
crisis of Labour’s leading per-
sonalities is dramatic, not in
itself, but because it is tied up
with a historic crisis for the
working class.

At the end, George Jones
stands centre-stage, a year on
from ‘my bruising experience’
in the failed campaign. He be-
moans being told that ‘every-
thing I love and value no longer
meets the needs of the day’. He
asks:

‘Is this history? . . . Could we
have done more? Was it possi-
ble? And how shall we know?’ If
that reads as pretty naff, think
how it sounds in the theatre,
delivered to the strains of Pur-
cell's ‘When I am laid to earth
may my sins create no trouble
in my breast’! Pass the sickbag,
usher, please!

None of this would be impor-
tant if Hare were not a passion-
ate anti-Thatcherite, and a
playwright who wants to make
theatre matter politically. He is
also taken seriously by fine cri-
tics like John Naughton.

Hare's mastery of playmak-
ing, the professionalism of the
National’s actors, and the often
irrelevantly extravagant sets
serve to sustain interest in ‘The
Absence of War’. But to what
end? The intellectual and emo-
tional content is minimal.

Maybe the play is a ery of
alarm from that section of the
intelligentsia which, bruised by
Thatcherism, is seeking a way
forward. Maybe the fact that it
was put on at the National does
represent a turning-point: one
at which the nation’s crisis was
shown to be so acute that a
concerned and able playwright
could, for all his good intentions,
say little dramatic about it.

A play which seeks to turn
the spotlight on the crisis of
politicians ends up turning it
back on to the playwright and
his circle. This is a situation to
which Marxists should pay
attention.

Would that Workers Press
had the resources to report
more consistently on the per-
forming arts in London. There is
an important discussion out
there waiting to happen

TB
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RAP SETFOR SOUTH
AFRICAN WORKERS

AS SOUTH AFRICA lurches towards what the
bourgeois press bills as its ‘first democratic elec-
tions’, in April, more and more of the compromises
with reactlon made by all partues in the secret

negotiations come out.

Amendments to the constitu-
tion designed by the African Na-
tional Congress and the Nation-
al Party government to woo the
Freedom Alliance of rightwing
parties, including Mangosuthu
Buthelezi's Inkatha Freedom
Party, include a provision for
the investigation of the feasibil-
ity of an Afrikaner state. That
is, for a hard apartheid state
within the ‘new’ South Africa.

Using the language of ‘self-
determination’, specific recog-
nition is given for such rights of
‘any community sharing a com-
mon cultural and language
heritage, whether in a territo-
rial entity within the republic,
or any other recognised way’,
subject only to there being ‘sub-
stantial proven support’.

But what if the community’s
‘self-determination’ depends on
the oppression of others? The
right to ‘self-determination’ of
the bourgeoisie depends on its
right to exploit wage labour.

Despite the compromises,
the Freedom Alliance rejected
them as not enough. The
Alliance was convinced that
they had come as part of its
pressure and obviously hopes
there will be more where they
came from: the alliance of the
ANC and the National Party
government.

In Natal, 15 young ANC sup-
porters, one as young as 12,
were murdered, it is thought by
Buthelezi’s Inkatha supporters,
last weekend. Police described
the slaughter as among the
most brutal they had seen. The
ANC supporters were mowed
down by four men with AK47
assault rifles. They were then
hacked to pieces with knives.
Only one ANC supporter
escaped.

Smokescreen

These young people were
carrying out a government
programme of ‘voter educa-
tion’. But, behind the smoke-
screen of ‘parliamentary elec-
tions’ and ‘voter education’, the
ruling class is preparing its riot
police and hit squads, its con-
centration camps and jailers.

The ‘power-sharing’

BY MIKE COOKE

preached about by the ANC and
South African Communist
Party leaders, Nelson Mandela,
Cyril Ramophosa and Joe Slovo,
means the misleading of
thousands of fighters from the
ANC’s military wing, Umkhon-
to we Sizwe (MK).

MK fighters are told to stop
fighting imperialism and in-
stead to join its armed forces.
This is happening now, before
the elections.

Forces

‘Voter education’ teams are
part of this, but in addition the
ANC forces are already joining
the security forces, ready to put
down strikes, and suppress ‘sub-
versives’ and enemies of the
capitalist state.

Buthelezi ‘condemned’ the
killing of the ANC ‘voter educa-
tors’ and went on tosay: ‘All my
life I have striven for peaceful
means to bring about a demo-
cratic South Africa.’

Those who don’t support In-
katha haven’t noticed this. The
day after the massacre, Reu-
ter’s cameraman Peter Rudden
reported that he had seen buses
taking Buthelezi supporters
home from a rally. They stop-
ped on a dirt road near a cluster
of grass-roofed huts in Edendale
township. The Inkatha suppor-
ters opened fire with automatic
rifles and shotguns.

Local residents returned fire
— they obviously have not been
convinced by Nelson Mandela’s
call for weapons to be thrown
into the sea! Two houses were
set ablaze. ‘It was like a mini-
war out there,” Rudden said.

Yet the compromises with
Buthelezi go on. Part of the
amendments was that the pro-
vince of Natal be renamed
Kwazulu/Natal.

The elections do not even
offer any ‘choice’. The result
has been determined before-
hand in the negotiations: a
place in a government of ‘na-
tional unity’ for all parties that
gain a certain proportion of the
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vote. Any government that
comes out is sure to be domin-
ated by the banks and big. busi-
ness. This is also the case in
Britain and other bourgeois
democracies, but the domina-
tion is evenl more explicit in the
way that the negotiations have
proceeded in South Africa.
Apart from our comrades in
the Workers International to
Rebuild the Fourth Internation-
al, who are standing in the west-
ern Cape and hopefully else-
where, there appears to be no
one who is not prepared to com-
promise in some way or other.
The Pan-Africanist Congress
— renowned for its anti-white
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slogan ‘one settler, one bullet’ —
is trying to pick up the pieces
from a potential split in the
ANC.

Accuses

It accuses the ANC of ‘col-
laboration with the white
oppressors’. Its president Clar-
ence Makwetu says the elec-
tions would not ‘mark the begin-
ning of uhuru [independence]
and the end of exploitation of the
masses . . . a new government
would change its complexion
but the status quo would
remain’.

But the PAC has recently

suspended its ‘armed struggle’
and anti-white rhetoric has been
toned down. Its famous slogan
was not heard at its unexpected-
ly small launch of its election
manifesto in front of only 7,000.

More importantly, the man-
ifesto does not insist on national-
isation and says vaguely that all
land should be the property of
the nation.

‘We promise you land — our
land — taken away by foul
means,” Makwetu told the small
crowd.

‘Unlike those who promise to
buy land back from those who
stole it, we shall never buy it
back. They did not pay for it.’

Meanwhile the ‘independent
observer’ business is gearing up
with its swarms of monitors,
clipboards, etc., ready to con-
verge and feed on the April
election.

An Independent Electoral
Commission is planning to set
up 9,000 polling stations staffed
by 171,000 people, which in-
cludes 10,000 official monitors.

And the UN is sending 1,770
observers, the European Union
320, the Commonwealth 70, the
Organisation of African Unity
50, and other foreign govern-
ments 600. Other non-gov-
ernmental organisations could
send more than 5,000.

Workers Aid for Bosnia

French miners’ march

Besieged people of Tuzla, the north-east Bosnian miners’ town

Support grows in France

OLIVIA MEERSON
reviews the results and
developments of the
campaign for Bosnia in
France

SIXTY people came to our
Workers Aid meeting on Friday
18 February.

Jean René Chauvin, who had
been in concentration camps in
World War I1 before serving as a
journalist in Yugoslavia, encour-
aged the meeting by recalling
that the fight against fascism
was always the act of 2 minority
to begin with, and that our orien-
tation towards the workers’
movement and the unions was
the most important fight.

It was algp highlighted that
protesting letters and phone
calls flooded the offices of
‘L’Humanité’, the daily paper of
the Communist Party, PCF,

every time it published its scan-
dalous opposition to Bosnian re-
sistance.

Many messages of support
were read out, bringing infor-
mation about developments of
the campaign in other cities.
The meeting ended with a vote
on the Stuttgart resolution. This
was carried, with no votes
against and only four absten-
tions. A collection raised about
1,000 francs.

B In Bretagne, material is
already being collected for
Radio Tuzla, and preparations
are being made to participate in
the March convoy. They are
thinking about two or three
trucks. A demonstration in sup-
port of Bosnia at the beginning
of the week gathered together
some 10,000 people.

B In Brest, the ‘Committee for
Peace in the Former Yugosla-

From JANOS BOROVI
in Paris

SUNNY skies over Paris last
Saturday were filled with smoke
and explosions as more than
10,000 miners marched from
Montparnasse to the Assemblée
Nationale, the parliament

building.

The miners were voicing
their anger at pit closures, and
expressing their determination
to defend their jobs. The miners
came from potash, iron, miner-
al and coal mines in all French
mining regions to the demon-
stration, which was called by all
the trades unions.

French supporters of Work-
ers Aid for Bosnia were present
with their banner. They distri-
buted a leaflet with the call of
the Bosnian miners of Slovenia
to their brothers all over the
world.

The bureaucratic union lead-
erships did everything possible
to isolate the miners from other
workers. There were no slogans
proposing unity against pit clo-
sures and unemployment.

The Communist Party head
of the CGT trade union federa-
tion launched the slogan
‘French coal, French coal!’.
This nationalist demand was

via' is collecting aid for re-
fugees in Croatia. They will
make their lorry available for
collecting goods from ware-
houses in Zagreb to join the
convoy.

B Workers Aid’s committee in
Toulouse already has a bus to put
on the convoy. After a meeting
last week between the town au-
thorities and the Bosnian ambas-
sador, Nicola Kovac, they are
now talking about another bus
and two or three trucks.

B Since the beginning of the
yvear, Slavko Mihaljecek has
oriented the committee in
Thionville to the opening of the
northern route. This culminated
in a public meeting of all the
workers’ unions and political
organisations. A committee of
20 members is now active with
many young people working as
part of it. They are planning two
trucks.

taken up by very few miners.

Workers Aid’s demand for
international solidarity was
well received. Miners, particu-
larly from the ranks of the CGT,
flocked to pick up the leaflets,
which quickly ran out.

A few hardline bureaucrats

~ threatened our comrades, but

they remained isolated.

Contact was made with rep-
resentatives of the potash min-
ers in Alsace. They had already
heard about the convoy.

Like miners all over the
world, French miners are de-
sperate and angry. Saturday’s
march has shown that the crisis-
ridden trade union bureaucracy
is less and less able to control
the rank and file, and that min-
ers are hearing the voice of in-
ternationalism.

Two German
demonstrations

DEMONSTRATIONS against
the war in Bosnia attracted
around 1,500 people at Man-
nheim and 4,000 in Frankfurt,
Germany. Both demostrations
were almost entirely composed
of Bosnians.

None of the German anti-fas-
cist or left groups joined —
apart from followers of Ernest
Mandel’s United Secretariat of
the Fourth International in
Mannheim. They distributed
leaflets asking for help to buy
lorries to station at the start of
the southern route, Split. As 2
wounded Bosnian soldier said,
the Split route exists only for the
benefit of the black market.

Also absent were the trade
union and labour leaders in Ger-
many, who have done nothing te
organise solidarity and support
for the besieged workers of
Bosnia.

Workers Aid speakers
addressed both demonstrations.
At Mannheim a young student
from Tuzla explained the cam-
paign for the northern route. Af
Frankfurt, Workers Aid secret:
ary Bob Myers talked of the
opposition in Britain to the plar
by European Union envoy
David Owen to carve-up Bosnia.

Frankfurt had a speakes
from the CDU, the rightwing
party of government in Ger-
many and the biggest suppor-
ters of the Croatian government
which seeks its own piece of the
Bosnian carve-up.



