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"~ Young workers-- Win back your unions!

It% about time. Since the
upsurge of the workers in the 30'%.
and 40% which built industrial
unionism in the space of a decade
the uaions have beeu in the hands
of a reactionary trade union bur=
eaucracy, slaves to the Democra=
tic Party and the capitalist state,

It*s about time, These bureau=
crats have done their best to drive
the youth out of the unions in
order to keep the working class

Things w111 never be the same in
* this country regardless of the out=
come of the vote on the latest
miners contract,

180, 000 miners stood up to the
Carter government and defied the
Taft=Hartley back=to=work order,
An open defiance of US imperi= In the hands of a government
“alism in its heartland, “which ordered Taft~Hartley and -
A message to the fighting work® which.passed the S, 1437 bill .

restored, nor are full peasion
rights, And on the issue of wild=
cat strikes the contract danger=
ously takes the issue out of the

_ contract and places it== IN THE
HANDS OF THE GOVERNMENT,
through compulsory arbitration,

- ¥ "UNITE!

(&8

e

ing class and its youth around the
world,

The Carter government made
an embarrassed retreat in the
face of this defiance when last
week a federal judge refused to
continue Taft=Hartley and de=
clared that the government had
failed to prove that there was a

*pational emergency, "

A slap in the face to Carter and
his "human rights, " Reflected in

a resolution of the 16,000 member
Dlstnct 6 of the U‘vIW which de=
clared:"As miners, we are disa”
ppomted that the Ca:ter adrnm-

grace fo' h1rn to use thlS law and
at the same time piously claim
to the world that he and his
admuustration believe in "human
rights, ™

But Carter and the bosses are
not finished with the miners, The
latest sell=out countract offer
represents a retreat on all lines
even from the miserable 1974
contract,

Full health bene fits are not

making wildcat strikes a federal
crime, a FELONY!

The only way they will succeed
in forcing this contract down the
throats of the miners is through
starvation, But this "victory” will
be short=lived, The miners will
continue to fight for their rights
with the suppoit of the entire
working class,

Young workers== the miners
have defined the terrain of the
class struggle in the coming
menths, THE FIGHT IS IN THE
UNIONS!

The miners pfoved that the

iefend ;md win our rights, The

niners have shown that the.
iruggle in the anioas is POLITI=
CAL== against the bosses, against
‘he union bureaucracy, against
he Carter government and FOR
vorkers rights,

Your place i3 in the unions
vhich were built by young worke:s
.nd which once belonged to young
vorkers, They must become
_'outs once again!

-

DEFEND THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION!
Statement of the Secretariat, TO/USA

On March Mth Israeli troops in~
vaded iLebanon i1 a bloodthiwsty
atiempt to destroy the organized
resistance of the oppressed Pal=
estinian masses to this expan=~
sionist, genocidal regime,

. Today Israel occupies a 15=
-mile portion of southera Lebanon
with over 700 people dead and taliation” iz just a coldly=calcu=
160, 000 left homeless, their lated lie to hidz from the rest
Villages reduced to rubblz, The of the world that this Zionist re~
‘latest "ceas2fire” means nothmg"' gime of Istael; illegal and op~
the Zionists intend to establish pressive by its yery origin; can
themselves permanently as an _only exist through war and des™
occupying force in Lebanon, ~ruciion, and above ail through

S = the €limination of the Palestin=
ian masses,

This invasion of Lebanon has
been planned for years, The
Zionisis have just beea waiting
for the proper momeni== {me
Sadat "peace” iaitiative whose
purgose was to isolate the Pales=
tinians, the desperation of the
bankrupt policies of the PLO
leadership and the collaboration
of US imperialism and Stalinism X
in imposing the, Bezfea,t of the s :
. fight of the Palesiinians. for self=
determination,

The responsiblity for this attack

the massive retaliation " justifisd.
In fact, the “reveinge” of the
Zionists for the PLO act of teiror~
ism in Israel which killed 35
Israelis is the "revenge® of mass
murder== of the Nazis, of Hiro~
saima, of Mai Lai,

But this "reveage™ and “re~

Meanwhile, the butcher Begin
iy meeting in Washington with
Jimmy Carter to organize the
collaboration of US imperializm
with this attack, Labelled a
"mass murderer® even by fellow

- Zionists for his responsibility in
the slaughter of over 200 Arab = -
women and children in 1948,
Becrn i3 procevlmg with thh

p,pgn;,of the Car »er regrne <md
the US bourgeoisie.

THE NEW YORK TIMES called

does not lie with Israel alone, It
is part and parcel of the entire
poiicy of the world counteccevolu=
cion being organized by imperial®
ism and Stalinism to crush the
most revolutianary sections of the
working class and oppressed -
masses, The Zionists are only
their policeman,

Our defense of the PLO and the
Palestinian masses is uncondi=
tional. Our onposition to the
bankrupi policy of tertorism
which only cuts the Palestinians
off from a real fight to win the
sapport of the Jewish and Arab
workers in Israel in no way
changes the need for the American

working class to support the fight
of the Palzastinians against Zionist
oppression and for their right of
szlf=deierimination,

There is another reason why
American workess must defend the
Palestinians, The attempi to ex™
terminate the Paiestinians, carv ried
-ia the name of.a campaign against,

perialism, Stalinism and its allies
are preparced t0 go agaiast all
fighters for the liberation of the
working class and the oppressed,
War and desiruction against all
those who oppose this old order
of oppression, racism and misery,

THEY MUST NOT SUCCEED!

It is up to the world working
class and above all workers in
the US to defend the Palestinian
revoiution by organizing a fight
agaiast US imperialism“ the
enemy is not only in Tel Aviv=~
THE ENEMY IS IN THE WHITE
HOUSE!

NO MILITARY AID TO ISRAEL!

ISRAEL OUT OF LEBANON AND
ALL OCCUPIED TERRITORY!
UNCONDITIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE PLO AND THE PALESTIN=
IANS!

the PLO S meant 358 lé»,on ‘to the"-F

. eniire worid working classgy s o
"It is the Tesson of the counter- S

revolution, This is how far im=

=
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chained to the Democratic Party,

You can change this, Now,
The miners strike has proven this,

The young workess in the fac=
tories today, who hate this
system more than anyone else,
can change this situation by win=
ning the unions to the cause of the
entire working class and the
oppressed, By building a new,
revolutionary leadership,

By taking the fight for Wockeus
Democracy where the workers are
organized EN MASS'<='in the
unions, where they can learn the
lessons of the preparation of the

Amer can revolution IN ACTION,
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by the workeis themselve~.

Where all the false leadess of
the working class can be CON=
FRONTED and by winning the
majority of workers to our side,
they can be DEFEATED, once and
for all in front of the workers,

It% about time, The unions are

-where you can defeat the Demo=

cratic Party and its agents,

Defeat the Stalinists and their
policy of "peaceful coexistence®
with capitalism, Defeat the
pseudo=revolutionaries who every=
_day cover for the bureaucrats in
the name of revolution, -

Where we can defeat-the plans
of the capitalists for their counter=
revolution, Where we can fight
to smash S, 1437 and the repressive
plans of the bourgeoisie,

Where we can prepare the
revolution and build the party of
the working €lass to lead it,

Where the American section of
the Fourth International is being
built,

Young workers== the unions
must become yours, To discuss:
and organize this fight we urge-
you to attend the meeting of the
Revolutionary Young Workers in
Detroit on Sunday, April 2nd; to
prepare the spring elections in the
UAW, March 23, 1978
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 The Miners Strike

By JON COHEN

The miners strike which has now
lasted over 120 days symbolizes

\the new stage in the offensive of

the American working class, Even

_if the latest contract offer is nar=

rowly accepted it will resolve

= nothing, ; g

& The offensive will continue,’ bt

S “on a higher level becausethe

: ‘miners have won a great deal with

;this strike, a victory not contain=

‘ ‘ed in the printed pages of Miller's

g “latest sell-out,

) - Theyhave won confidence in
their own forces as the only way
to wage a fight against the coal

e bosses and a capitalist government,

The mass picketing, the caravans,

‘mass assemblies and armed self=

defense will remain active in the

“mines far longer than any contract

Arnold Miller signs,

The "reform” leadership of
Miller stands exposed == 18, 000
signatures collected for his recall
testify to the fact that a struggle
: has begun to throw out the reac=
5 * tionary leadership which has been
“the principle obstacle to their
- fight for a decent contract and for

SR RCINGIN, IS BN LA

"~ Only 30 miners out of 180,000
obeyed Carter’s Taft=Hartley
order== the miners have shown

the entire working class that THE
"ENEMY IS IN THE WHITE HOUSE!
- The hundreds of union resolu=.
tions passed in support of the
miners, the food and monetary
support, the mass meeting organ®
ized to discuss the miners strike
were not just expressions of "soli=
darity" with the miners but ex=
_pressed the fact that all American
workers saw the fight of the miners
as their'own, Something which
the reactionary trade union bur=
eaucracy and its supporters did
their best to hide,

The entire working class has
~won a great deal with this strike
_because they have learned IN

ACTION the treachery of the bur=
eaucracy, the counterrevolution=
“ary plans of the capitalists and
their state, Lessons have been
learned for the'MASSES of Ameri=
can workers,
{ But these lessons must become
! _conscious, The fundamental
! fight of the workers for their
rights against the fraud of "human
rights” must have a leadership and
organized expression, The work=
ing class needs its own PARTY to
continue this struggle, A REVO=
LUTIONARY party.

A new stage has been opened
up in the construction of this party
in the US through the fight of the
Trotskyist Organization to bring
home the message of the miners
strike and to draw the necessary
conclusions for the young workers,

In the meetings organized by
the REVOLUTIONARY YOUNG
WORKERS, who along with the TO
are fighting to build the Eourth .

Internationa} inthe ISy -*The. ., .leadership, progtam and: partyis.:

Enetny dsiin thé White Hoasemr."
‘The LeSsons of the Mimers Strike«
and the Road Forward® held. in the
last weeks in Detroit and Chica=

\\\\\\\\\

fight of the Fhagainst-the trade.. oi ' TRUTH, ha

the coming struggles,

But there is an obstacle to the
completion of this task, The
Socialist Workers Party (SWP?,
which once represented this fight
abandoned the Fourth Internation=
al many years ago, Now they
only speak in its name in ordet
to throw mud on Trotskyism,

There is nothing new in this,
The history of the workers move=
ment in the US and avound the
world is full of organizations

go, the RYW drew the lessons of
the ininers strike and concluded
that the only way to take this
fight forward was to engage the
same fight in all the unions==
for a new leadership and for the
construction of the revolutionary
party of the working class,

As a young worker wrote in the
last issue of INTERNATIONAL
YOUNG GUARD, the paper of the
Revolutionary Youth International
concerning a discussion with auto
workers about the miners stiikes which once represeuted the revo=
"This taught me that people feel  lutionary fight of the workers, but
strongly about their political views under the pressure of imperialismy
and have important opinions about of reaction. abandoned it. The
the miners strike, but SOMEONE construction of the party of the
has to make these views cons~ working class is not a linear
cioust” struggle,

The meetings of the RYW con= Above all, the SWP abandoned
cluded that this SOMEONE could the FI by developing a theory of
only be the fight of the RYW to the backwardness of the American
build the Fourth International and working class, saying that ithad
could only take place by "taking lost its revolutionary potential,
this struggle to the workers, " :We have constantly fought against

Thus, the miners strike had im= this, <3
mediate practical conclusions for The miners strike CONFIRMS
‘the RYW. The cizcle of the RYW everything we have beea sayiag
at Ford River Rouge was consoli= since our foundation threec years
dated around a fight for a revolu= ago and TOTALLY REJECTS every=
tionary alternative in the coming thing the SWP has stood for since
elections, A circle at Ford Tor= 1963, 5
rence in Chicago was founded and In a cynical way the leadership

JAeW WOIREIS 1 o eese s NP hi
State University were associated
to the RYW in the course of this
struggle, g

* This new stage in constructing
our party must be carried out to
its immediate practical conclu=
sion== the completion of the re=
building :of the US Section of the
Fourth International, world party  SWP turns toward new opportuni=
of the socialist revolution, ties in industrial working class”

We have always based ourselves reads their headline, :
on the offensive of the working The article explains the de=
class and in return, it has been cisions of the SWP leadership re=
during the periods of working class garding the fact that they see
offensive that the FI has ex™ ®greater anticapitalist sentiment
perienced its greatest advances, and openness to socialist ideas

This was true with the first ~among American workers today
Trotskyists of the Communist than ever before== including the
League of America which placed 1930%" and wili now send a ma=
Trotskyism on the map in the US jority of their members into in®
‘with their leadership of the Min=  dustry where "The ceater of
‘neapolis GENERAL STRIKE of 1934 American politics lies in the in=
and their fight to throw out the dustrial working class” and to
teactionary leadership of the try to develop an orientation
Teamsters union, They formed amoug "young workers, "
the Workers Party in 1934 with We will forget for 2 moinent
militants who led the Toledo that this is the same organization
Auto=Lite strike which was an that proposed the strategy of s
jmportant battle in building the *red univeisities” to launch the
UAW. American revolution in the early

Likewise,” it was the revolu= 70% or which as recently as last
tionary opposition of the Fourth year called the struggles of the
International to World War IT and . working class "defensive™ and
to the no=strike pledge supported  “similar to theearly defeats of'
by the Stalinists and bureaucrats the 1930%" and called American
which enabled the FI, then the/ workers "cynical” and "a=politi-
Socialist Workers Party, to play cal, "

a major role in the post=World Don't be fooled, If the SWP is
War II offensive and to triple its today making a physical turn to~
size in a single year, wards the trade unions it is only

Our fight is a fight to continue  to give a cover to its more and
this tradition of the Fourth Inter  more right=wing policy of support
national== to base ourselves on to the trade union bureaucracy,
the new offensive of the workers ~ In ACTION, in receat months the
and to bring to it the oaly posi~ SWP has become the foremost de=
tive solution== a revolutionary fenders of the trade union bur=

o veaucracy intire workers e
\Torcontinue the 2eyOLUtIOMATYs » '« IIHRIE, 1T it Do ol el

‘Now they must make a g
effort to hide their
ary policy from their membership
and the working class,
_ This is the essence of the con=
clusions -of their latest National
Commiittee ineeting as reported
in their paper, the MILITANT,
"A New Stage in US politics="

/
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DLE Vil
how this has been expressed in the
miners strike, How the SWP has
consistently defended the UMW

union bureaucracy, Stalinism,
and the capitalist state,
To provide new leadership for

(even the

_ and the Fight to Rebuild \
. the US Section of the Fourth International

bureaucracy by refusing to call
for rejection of the coutracts or
defiance of Taft=Hartley, How
they have given legitimaszy to
the UMW bureaucracy by being
the foremost-organizers and shock
troops for the "solidarity™ meet=
ings organized by Arnoid Miller
and the UAW and USW bureau=
crats around the country,’

How they laid the basis for this
last year by supporting Sadlowski
in steel, who along with their
favorite bureaucrat in Chicago,
Tim Balanoff is. now actively en=
gaged in supporting Miriam Ba*
lanoff who is running for the
llinois legislature in the Demo=
cratic Party. As well, through
their support to Harcy Patrick, of
the UMW leademship who has aow
taken a $35, 000 a year job in
Jimmy Cartec's ACTION CORPS,

“making him a mouathpiece for

their "labor party, "
In a mass meeting in San Fran=
cisco, supporters of the SWP de= -
nounced a Resolution of the Ex=
ecutive Board of the Longshore=
men's union calling for a one~
day support strike for the minerts
as "ultra=left” and joined forces
with the reactionary bureaucrats
Communist Party ab=

Jw il

This is the real "
wards the trade union bureaucracy,
Perhaps miltants of the SWP do
not yet agree with our criticism,
But how can you take this "tum™
seriously without at least drawing
a balance sheet of the past fight

of the SWP in "mass industry?”
How do you explain what hap=
pened to Sadlowski and Fight
Back? Why did Harty Patrickso
proudly grace the pages of your
paper only months ago? Why

~ does your leadership respond to the

latest coutract offer by saying
*Miners new contract offer?”

Pechaps you think that a tum
of your petty bourgeois leader=
ship towards industry is "pro=
gressive™== maybe you think
you can "push them to the left”
in this manner?

But comrades, we have learned
something about this kind of "in= '
dustrialization” before, We par=
iicipated in it in the Shachtman~
ite Intemational Soeialists in the
early 70%,

We learned, as you will, that
it is not a physical question, The
central question is POLITICAL=~ -
what policy for the unions, a re=
yolutionary or centrist one?

This question will be at the
center of the fight of the TO and
RYW in the next months as we
complete the rebuilding of the FI
in the US, Now more than ever
this will be a fight to unmask the
false policy of the SWP leader=
ship and to prove in action that it
has nothing to do with Trotskyism
and the Fourth International,

We will complete the rebuilding
of the FI by making its program a
living reality in the bastions of the

3 proletariat,e Fhe RYW.will-bethe
RGN o barometettof this fightrasiwell as: i
sly. Shown i .0

our effortstolivifs the bashigeilin v «
tants of the SWP away from their
petty bourgeois leadership,

< 18 near

D, Cannon,

\
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The Secretariat of the Trotsky=
ist Organization has launched our
final efforts to realize the Congress
of the Trotskyist Organization ~
which will complete the rebuild -
ing of the US Sectioa of the Fourth
International,  We call all work=
ing class militants, especially
militants of the RYW to joia this
fight with us and to hold this Con=
gress in September 1978, on the
50th anniversary of the founding
of American Trotskyism and the
40th anniversary of the founda=
iion of the Fourth International to
express this renewal with Bolshe=
vism,

We will be making more con=
crete pians for this Congress in
the coming months, to give ex=
pression to the fight of the RYW
to RETURN TO LENIN in the US
as a mass organization of the
working class youth in the unions
and to carry this fight into the
ranks of the SWP,

A public Call will be published

. in the coming months and as well

we will begin a massive cam=

‘ paign in May to expand and de~

velop TRUTH as the weapon of
the rebuilding of the American
section of the FI,

Our fight to
Us

in the
zle that

the foundet o
American Trotskyism and a leadet

of the Fourth International wrote

these words in 1938 in an article -
entitled; "A New Party is Formed”
wl:lich.expresses the fight we have

led: :

*The reconstruction of the re=
volutionary labor movement in the
form of a political party is not a
simple process, In the midst of
unprecedeated difficulties, com=
plications and conttadictions the
work goes ahead, like all social
movements, in a zig=zag fashion,
The new movement takes shape
through a series of splits and
fusions which must appear like a
Chiuese puzzleto the superficial
observor, But how could it be
otherwise? The frightful disins
tegration of the old movements,
on a background of world=wide
social upheaval, disoriented and
scattered the revolutionary mili=
tants in all directions, They
could not find their way together
and draw the same basic conclu=
sions in a day, The new move=
ment is fraught with catastrophic
reverses, forward leaps and dead=
ening periods of seeming stagna=
tion, But for-all that, it is a
movement, with an invincible
historic motor force, and it
moves along, " S

The miners sirike, the offen=
sive of the American and inter~
national working class, and the
urgency of the coastruction of its
party makes this "historic move=
ment" all the more impo:tant
today, - : ;
FORWARD TO THE REBUILDING
OF THE AMERICAN SECTION OF
FEMEFH sy s saan o a
FORWARDITO THE 'GONGRESS sisaw -

“OF sTHE- FROTSKFIST ORCANT e

{ZATION! :
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all US workers,

By FRED VITALE

The question, "What do vou

was passed in Detroit §see box),
As Jerome Tolbert from Rouge

stamping plant who spoke for the

RYW said, "the unions give things

want me to do to build the Party?" to the miners but they aren':

raised by a young militant at the _ makiag any political fight, We've

meeting of the RYW in Chicago
gets to the heart of the CENTRAL
lesson of the miners strike for

tical struggle among the young
workers, Raise the question:
"Who should run this society, the
working class or the capitalist

-class?" with this political offen=

sive the workers can build their
Party; with this Party the workers

~can deepen and broaden this

solitical struggle until it encomn=
passes tue whole society, With
this political struggle for Workers
Democracy against Carter's "de=
mogcracy, " they can win their
OWN GOVERNMENT, "

The meetings in Chicago and
Detroit: "The Enemy i in the
White House~* T'he Lessons of the
Miners Strike 4nd the Road For=
ward” on March 12 th and 19th
took up many of the probiems that
the young workers face, above
all in waging this political oifen=
sive,

Attending the meectings were
autoworkers {militants of the RYW
Circles at Ford Rouge and Ford
Torrence in Chicago), members
of the SSEIU Local #79, workers
from BASF Wyandotte {a chemi=
cal plant in Deiroit) unemployed
workers, and members of the
Trotskyist Organization,

_The opeining remarks by Jon
Cohen in Detroit and David Hef=
feifinger in Chicago for the Trot=
skyist Organization placed the
mineis strike in the context of

got to keep the government out of
the workers unions!”

One of the first problems young
workers encountered in making

i 2 hostility of their

young worker in Chicago whea
approached said, "are you with
this ORGANIZATION?" oy
Many young workers see being
involved in politics as "uncool, "
This stems from a lsgitimate and
taoroughly undecstandable disgust
with the present=day capitalist
politicians, But the young workers
at the meetings spoke out against
this disgust because it plays into

“the hands of the worst enemies of
the youth == the capitalists and

' the union bureaucrats;

"They"'re completely wrong,
‘We've got to plan todav for to=
morrow, "

"Politics is really the differences

between the classes all over the
the world, "

And, in answer to the young

-worker’s question about the RYW:
"Don"t come on to me like that,
Tell me, what do you KNOW
about this organization?"

-The discussion brought out the
importance of this fight today, its
urgency in the face of the capital=
ists preparation of civil war
againsi the workers,

"The workess® ideas are changing was MOST important was the

slowly, but too slowly for the
times, ™ :

"The ruling ¢lass already knows
what's going on, It US that must
learn and get organized,”

THE UNIONS = KEY TO THE
POLITICAL FIGHT /

REVOLUTIONRY YOUNG WORKERS
MEET IN DETROIT AND CHICAGO

The meetings affirmed that the
unions were key to waging this
political offensive for workers
rights today because they are the
only MASS organizations of the
workers, The miners strike, com=
plete with its mass caravans,
armed picket squads is being or=
ganized through the TAKE OVER
of the union meetiags by the
young workes, By waging

unijus, against the opportunists
and bureaucrats all the problems
of building the Pariy in the :
United States will be confronted,
And here too, the workers
underscored the importance of
the EXPLOSIVE SITUATION
brewing ia the uinious, As one
autoworker said "the union
appears calm today, but its only
,on the surface, Undemeath there

- that in order to reach it the work=

But already the political impor=

is turbulence, *

°[ think that the next contract
fight in auto will be a lot like that
of the miners today. After all,
now that they've made a stand for
their rights, it"11 be that much
easier for us to, There'll probably
be heat walkouts again this sum=
mer if they don® do something
about that heat, too,"

The discussion began to ex= -
plore what would the unions lIook
like if tHe young workers and not
the bureaucrats and opportunists led
them. =

“The whole point of a union is
getting the workers organized,
Once the workers are organized it
is no problem getting a labor rela=

_ tions man out or a good commit=
teeman in, Men representing each
department should go to the union
meeting, Whean they come back.
they should say what decisions
were taken, *“In order to stop
these job eliminations, ‘when the
whistle blows, we all walk out!*

_ "When all of us workers stop
‘working at the same time, then
where will the people with the
power be?*

The meeting ian both cities took
the decision to wage' a political
fight in their unions, beginning
with the miners strike, and the
need to convene an Emergency
Convention of the UAW to stop
government intervention in the
mines, to stop the layoffs,

HOW MANY ARE YOU?

It was in this context == of the
deepening class struggle == that
the problem of how many workers
were at the meetings wae taken
up, Although the number of
workers present was small, what

agrecment that was artived at
about ihe situation facing the
workers and what to do about it,
A comparatively small num=
ber of workers, organized, who
wage a fight for workers democ=
racy can make the difference be=
tween victory and defeat in de-
monstration, walkout or strike,

-

No meeting is ever perfect,
The struggle agaiust the oppor=
tunists, those who betray the
workers in the name of com=
munism and revolution or worse
yet,-in the name of the Fourth
International, must be deepea~ -
ed and devaioped for they are
the greatest obstacle to the con=

struction of the Party, ~ As well,
the fight in the unions must take
up the daily problems of over”
time, hiring part timers to avoid
the union, harassment, racist
“slurs, eic, , that the workers face
eveiy da :

What most important is to know
that the goal for the working
class is its own government, and

ers must build their own Pacty;

a revolutionary leadership,
And this question of 1zadership -

was particularly emphasized con=

ceraing the unions, How to wage

the fight in the unions needs to

be developed further by the RTW

- Nevwv X -“:“" (TYOS e
mark an important stage in the
development of the fght for the
US Section of the Fourth Inter=
national, the Workers Party, The
growth of the Revolutionary
Youth International, in the heart,
of the US working class, the big
factories of-the Midwest is the
best guarantee of the victory of
the coming American revoiution, |
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tance of leadership was seen,

For example, one worker rela=
ted how'an entire bus of workers
on the way to work, starting with-
a few remarks by him, began a
discussion about the importance of
the miners strike, As one worker
in Chicago put it, "the workers
need a leader in the unions, They
need someone they can trust, "-

DOWN WITH STALINIST METHODS

On March 3rd in Houston ineinbeis
of the Maoist Revolutionary Comn=
munist Party (RCP) brutally at-
iacked a meeting of the Houston
Ad Hoc Committee to Support
the Mineworkers Strike, The.
meeting was pait of a national
tour by UMW staff nembers Mike
Burdiss and Matt Miller,

In this attack several militants
‘were severely injured, including
several members of the Socialist ©
Workers Party, an otganization
which claims to represeat the
Fourth International,

We coademn this attack, Vio=

_ lence against working class or=

ganizations have no place in the
workeis movement. - Those who
use such methods must be driven
out of the workers movement,
With the Revolutionary Com=

munist Party is concerns the method

the whole offensive of the Americanand practice of Stalinism. Since

working class for its rights against
the zapitalists,

MINERS STRIKE

The workers in the course of the
discussion decided that the ONLY

response of the workers to the im="
position of TAftr-Hartley by Carter -
and the thréaténed- seizure ofthe~"
. mines, as weil as the sellout con~

iract, was to CONTINUE THE

- MINERS STRUGGLE, . A resolution

.- Despite thelr defeass of the
;Chiness hureaueracy and, their

i3 inception the CALLING CARD
of Stalinism has beea its use of
violence, slander and police
provocation against oiher organ=
izatious in the workers move~
ment above all agginst the
Fourth International,

denunciasion-of-¥S ovizt-im=- "<
perialism, " the Maoists of the
RCP are "with Stalin all the
way " (as a leader of the RCP

once t0id us) whea i conceras
hostility to working class methods
of struggle and organization,

They are "with Stalin all the
way" whean it concerns violent
hatred of the Fourth International,

A1l honest working class mili~
tants must reject the practice of
this organization and take up a
fight against them wherever they
appear, They are enecmies of
workers democracy,

The Trotskyist Organization
and Revointionary Youig Workeis

have had our own experiences with of revolutionaries the SWP is

the RCP. In particular, at Ford
River Rouge in Detroit and with
their organizat ion called "Time
to Unite, " Several times fmem=
bers of the TO and RYW havsz
been violsntly attacked by mili=
tants of "Time to Unite, "

In September 1976 over 50
Rouge workers signed a statement
condmning an atta¢X which oc=
curred during a union meeting in
the Stamping plant,

Unfortunately, the SWP, which
claims to be against violence in
the workers moveinent has re=
wnained silent about all these a

<. attackyyreventhough iheit orviuis
+, ganization in Detroit was informred: the role the SWP has played dathe Vi common defénse -of their ormry o
- of them, . Ta fact; - in May, 1977,

a supporter of the SWP at Ford
River Rouge stood and watched ia
silence as members of "Time to

Unite " vioiently attacked two
militants of the TO in front of the
Local #600 uriion hall}

‘ The SWP has maintained a total
public silence abour the Stalinist
attacks of the French OCI against
our comrades, attacks which even
put several militants of their
fratemal organization in the hos=
pital, They have kept a tota?
silence about the arrest, im=
prisonment and toriure of our
comrades in Spain,

When it comes o the defense

uttered one word against the
various UMW .contracts, led any
<kind of fight'against the Miller
ieadership or made any revolu=
tionary proposals to the miners,

At every moment, including
through these “solidarity” meet=
ings organized by the UMW bur=
eaucracy, they have sought to
legitimize and cover for the be=
trayals of the Miller leadership,
Unde: the guise of “solidazity
and “ietting the bureaucrats
speak, ”
silent, Our unconditional soli~.
darity with its militants who havs
been attacked by Szalinist goons
does not stop us from calling
the SWP leadesship by its right
name="HYPOCRITES,
~ One more thing, The leadetship
“of the SWP is taking advantage of
this incident in order to label all
those opposed to the UMW leader=
ship and seeking to take up a re=

volutionary struggle in the UMW as
supporters of *violence"” and béing
"anti=democratic, "

A practice which should dis=
-gust any honest miner or worker,

But it will not be the Stalin~
ist violence of theRCP which will
defeat these politics, bu the poli=
tical fight for the Program and
policy of the Fourth International,

A political fight which should
not stand in the way of a common
activity of our organizations to
stop the violence of the RCP, We

The violence and goon tactics repedi our proposal, made many
of the RCP should not stop any . _..times before, that we are ready ...
“worker«from seeing the tryth about"io unite With the'SW® dt.any time

miners striker = they.are: the LEFT ' ganiiZation and militaits and té= """~ ' =
COVER for the UMW bureaucracy, quest similar cooperation on their

It is no accident that not a sin= - part,
gle issue of the MILITANT has .March 22, 1978
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' THE FRENCH ELECTIONS--
A NEW STAGE IN THE CLASS STRUGGI

[

e

16 i, L

Declaration of the Political Bureau of the Ligue Ouvriere Revolu

. "sectarianism" as the pseudo=re=
volutionary centrists claim, It
“was because it could provide no
guarantees to the French bour= More than a million men and
< i+ ge0isie or 1o Its mastersinthe . . women workers voted for the can=
* .. Kremlin' that‘it’could control-thé- i

.+ French working class if'it entered
" ito’d bourgedls’ government with
the Socialist Party,

These elections will open up

of big capital, They want the
unity of their ranks against ALL the
bourgeoisie,

- the French Communist Party for
the last six months to preseat it=

- didates.which were.patt ol the ez~ ¢
- treme left, this despite the de= . 3.
magogic campaign developed by

- leaders of the FCP and SP to

- whatever the result

yoiad may be, is 10 orga

manage or to support the 5th -
Republic of the bourgeois state,
..... of the second.

Giirselves into the militant - force

“inthe factories for the realiza~ - '

( CONTINUED AT TOP)

have been demanding a resoonse
from the SWP to the repression
against the Fourth International
in Spain, The same answer has

- been giveato militants who have:
- Taised questions' dbout the silence:
‘of the SWP. over the assassination -

of a member of the Political Com=

mittee of the Workers League, Tom
Henehan last winter which has been

R INTRODUCTION =
"France is-safe, That was the a new stage in the class struggle tion of the revolutionary objec= dates were preseated, [t is for this
message that emerged from jubi= in France, The masses of workers tives of the Platform; "FOR THE reason that you voted for them,
lant government supporters Mon= = and youth who voted for the Com= SOCIALIST UNITED STATES OF choosing them out of the many -
day after a stunning national munist and Socialist Parties or EUROPE!"™ upon which our candi=  candidates of the "extreme left”
election victory that confirmed for the candidates of the "ex= : - e
. political modecation as the choice treme l2fi" voted for them in : :
of the French majority, " order to pursue a policy of class FR E Y
{ So wrote the DETROIT FREE confrontation with the bourgeoisie, N
\ PRESS on March 21, 1978 in an in orderdto wiﬂrll their demandfs, In
= article entitled: "French voters  NO way does their vote signify a 3 ; s . :
" send message: No radical changes - support for the class collabora= Sami Esmail, 3 Michigan State of Carter*s "intelligence com=
wanted, " : tionist polictes of their leadership, University (MSU) student of Pales®  munity, " This international col=
But the huge signs of relief of Now the workers will take up t{n%an‘de;ceng and an American  jaboration of the FBI with foreign
3 the US bourgeoisie and its lack=  the fight in the factories, the citizen was fingered to the Iraeli  agents against the leadership of the
eys over its supposed "victory” in  schools, the streets to win thei: authorities by the FBI w!{en he working and oppressed masses fore=
France will be very short=lived, demands, held back for over five ’-"-‘She‘? to Israel to see his dying shadows the "reform" of the FBU
Behind rhis "victory” lies the years by the treacherous leaders of father in late December, and CIA preposed to the US Con=
-reality of the class struggle in the workers movement who told As soon as his plane.touche::l- gress, The new laws would further
France a reality which the lies of them "wait until the elections in ground Je was thrown into soli empower py agencies to act as
the bourgeoisie and its press will- 1978, " The elections have re~ tary C_O'lfll}emen{ and "COlt}lTed by international policemen, outside
not be able to hide for very long, solved nothing, Israeli pphcs;.fowed tosign three = of any law or-any control by the
- First of all, the facts them= No, France is not "safe.™ The confessions” in languages he does inasses whatsoever, S
: selves, Behind the 91=seat major~ tesults of the elections means only not compiehend and was subse= The FBI kept extensive files on
ity that the bourgeois coalition of that the inevitable confrontation + quently charged with mgrnl'?ez‘shlp Esmail and other Palestinian mili=
Giscard=Barre=Chiac obtained in ~ between the classes is rapidly ap= ;ﬂ an “enemy organization _(the tants at MSU, continually har~
the National Assembly lies the proaching and that the task of re= B ?D'ﬂé}f F\ront fer the Liberation of assing them and intimidating them.
3 reality of the popular vote in newing the workers leadership and l;ale;sune, and "contact with They turned over information to
\ which the bourgeois coalition constructing the party of the oreign ageats. " He now fac_f‘S the Israeli government in order to
-obtained 50, 17% of the vote to French revolution, the Revolution~ the B“Slbhty of twenty five years stifle the Palestinian movement in
49, 26% for the Communist and ary Workers Party, Section of the 1n prison, the US and in Israel, but barically
3 Socialist Party, Thus, in a vote  Fourth International is more urgent to strengthen tt_xe}land of the
= of 26 million less than 400,000 than ever, = counterrevolution,
votes separated the "majority” The campaign led by the Ligue The state of Istael is involved Of the 23, 000 Arab studeats in
1 from the left, : Ouvriere Revolutionnaire in these in an imperialist war to gain mas=  the US, the majority live in
3 Hardly a stunning victory, elections_ and the results_ obtained tery over ithe Palestinian and Is= Michigan, most live ia t?q
I-! "-e.ssa" that _"cc‘)‘n" :v;rgi an important step in this I, L, LAURENT, CANDIDATE OF THE_ ,]i , . pey w1_11_ not all_ow #Detr'qlt area. The Targe}.‘, rai) -
= “when 49, 267 of the voters, ”i,“’ﬁ'éq.?:‘ ’“‘*"“"E'r-‘““""‘”‘%"'b“”’ “LOR/F, 3Lt DISTRICT, PARIS =~ tics that support the snemy; the  the Western Hemisphere i3 in the
s voting for the Communists and March 21, 1978 POSSIBLITY /of inciting its own shadow of the largest center of
& Socialists voted for a radical fighters to treason; the POSSI™ production in thefworld_, the
change, ;elf as ;h(; only iarty of the de= BILI.}’I]'JY its m%uy mo:lfments For?1 River Roug?1 ta;lctones. l'I'he1
: : : ; ense of the workers interests, will become known to the enemy, - authorities watch this area closz1y,
th;hu]i‘tgﬁ)ees fiﬂ? I:guzg’h ;’h ;qfagft DECLARATION Composing the most acjive fraction They jailed Esmail because of Arab and Palestinian autowork=
the voters, over one million, of the working popularion, those these POSSIBILITIES=~ to make ers oftea belong or are sympath=
o gave their votes to candidates of  Op the occasion of these legis= who are fighting for the socialist an example of him in order to etic to the Palestinian resistance
the "extreme left, " including lative elections the living forces future of France, these men and terrify the rebel Palestinians and organizations, They are an ex=
500 votes to the two candidates  iof the country== the men and women workers marked theiz deep  to terrify the Palestinian emigra~ aemely volatile and dynamic
—  of the Fourth International running yomen workers=~ signified their distrust vis=a=vis the policy of tion in the US, . element among the autoworkers,
on the Platforms "For the wish to finish with the bourgeois strict collaboration with the bour= _1In this they had the assistance Their presznce and their agita=
Workers=Peasants Goverament! - coalition in power of Giscard= ;gterglgsg e:,rédy tt?:a rﬁlél;ggitsngfn tgi = . -
For the Socialist United States o Barre=Chirac, By massivel BEs 53 ee —F B
Bunopel” These one million ~ gvin e v 0ihe canai- Frand s Ty eorsed e [’s noOt political...just on
voters explicitly. pronounced dates and organizations of workess ~ S¢arch for an orientation and revo - .
- themselves in favor of a revolu=  parties they manifested their lthunon?lry leadetsm% to 1%!{’_053»,
tionary leadership, explicitly re= readiness to engage themselves throug d:itrli'ugglle 2 lntl.o b 1?za€1hon, By ANN NELSON discussed in TRUTH,
jecting the policy of class colla~  on the path of the socialist Sy e can o lo e e "Not potitical. " *Just one of tho
boration of the Communist and transformation of society, to crisis of the capitalist system, hose things. " N =
e : . ALIONS Vs This is the principle lessons of the tnose things. " Not much of a res
aog:;l:;t Partiritleaél;sfshrllg:.l. : rally together in open struggle first round of voting, "It% aot political=~ Ii% just one ponse, but enough to create doubt
: in 2 = - o 5 S 5 < o =
the VOti:g ::ﬂtisst,ics alone, lfn ag?tnﬁsglz:lé:gglr?su: rrséjection of To these workers we say: in the ?eIsLh%ssi tctilflig;'eadel:%sf;zf ’t‘llll?ca 0 g\lr\ltl}'l‘e- mrindig )F(ﬁmll:ttant}sl ﬁf os
fact these elections have changed the policy of class collaboration, secoad round the.pnority B toder bra%?:h of the Socialist WOti(’ers = na‘ionai fgy Spai ea S =
nothing fundamental in the class i i ; feat all the candidates of the - mili prass el el T L
g tunda of the policy of the Union of the b fsie. “left” radicals-aiid Party to a former militant of the as the goverament claims? Maybe-
stru%glz in g?.nce. They have Left or the Union of the French ..gg;%:ggfgﬁ.’. G:ullis[g i}:clzdég(li SWP who asked aim why the SWP Santiago Alegria actually did
resolved nothin ) i OS] s P et s Srt s
T oo begm byt CF S0 Soul Py s U By v to hecare Y clehgfotae fpmiin T teal e weapos s the Sante
French working class in May=June i 5= é 3 aldi : . 2 = : - =
- DErEssimlerie ta comnie ey oo o e e S Semagndlegis s o T e o of e s
throw the Gaullist regime was peasants to their capitalist ex= folinds Spanish Section of the Sourth ive I;u ort to the sla?l;efsreof %he
stopped only by the treachery of the ploiters, to the dying 5th Repub= TOIhs 500 b & Gl womsen laternational - otk secisla At the San ke
Communist Party, and which has  Jic and its reactionary President ~workers who voted for our candi= Of couse this statement i a ai%st the Fourth International in
continued for the last ten years . 2 da.ted in the 31st dlStrict in Paris . e = at1s tem g 2= A‘a % .a
years, in order to save the bourgeois _ it simply a disgraceful lie, So dis Spain, To secretly justify through
. has not ended, nor have any of state, From this point of view - (J. L. LAYURENT) and in the 4th aceful that the leadeship of th insinuation and slander their re=
~  the fundamental demands of the Ao n ™ district of Oise (Moise ASSOU~ & - guc 1‘? 9' 2 e < .
b e it 35 ngmﬁgant tlzat the .leff LINE) we say: everyone of your SWP wouid not dare put this into fusal to defead revolutionaries
If the French Communist Party 2ali§lai:stsanprompgllgg %C;rs?l:gnleaders A il the: second round must go gsﬁ)?]%ee:ghg:ulget&hz?agﬁ c:.%énm ag?tlﬁthr:r%rleysaéggnl [\lrlcs)ft?llx'hile o~
was forced to block the electoral  of the FéP and SP, only obtained to the candidates of the FCP who to tof - g : 5 4 =
v : 3 » : A join this campaign, answer these slanders, The pages~
3 victory of the Union of the Left by from 1 to 2% of the vote, The _ ?ﬁ'mg’d at th% l}eatclll of tg‘? list in But disgraceful enough to whis=  of TRUTH, THE FOURTH INTER-
( its break with the Socialist Party  workers knew that they had nothing %utri{léorlrllnostl?m gif n:sglr:i(;ts' per in the ranks of the SWP and NATIONAL, and LA AURORA
o last fall it was not because of its 1o gain from these representatives fo-face ofthe prepr;ra éons of %h'e among its close supporters who (the paper of the PORE), all of

which are available to the SWP,
have well documented the POLI=
TICAL nature of this attack and
the PROVOCATION behind it,

- - That hundreds of workers in- - = =
Spainy trade duioh organizations, <

» assemblies ofsrdtkers, - militants

of almost every single working
class and radical organization in
Spain have recogaized the poli=
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dnaire

0 61), The latter simply asked
| to express, by voting for them,
it defiance vis~a=vis the iead"
of the FCP and the SF, We '

Bl & ZIONISM HAND IN HAND

1 is a constant source of ir=
tion to imperialist interests
Detroit, a constant remindet
111 the workers their strug:le
nternational, that imperial=
| itself is international; that
soliation for working and op=
ssed masses must be intee~
ional, .
ach manuever of the Israeli
ansion and aggression-has ifs
bact among the Arab and Pii=
nian autoworkers Many took
t in the mass march and de=
nstration down the streets of
1wy Ford®s Dearborn, protesting
1eli policies and for the libera=
n of Palestine; in protest of
perialism and the starvatlon
10,000 Palestinian refugecs,
is was the summer of 1977 and
US governimeat seeks to curb
apply restraints to any further
nifestations of militancy of

estinians, It 1s not the FBL
v seek in”, th
called "refoxm" 1aws DO"Wlth'

nding, -
.smeul politics or even be=
ging to the Popular Front for
Liberation of Palestine is no
me in the US, What they
1t to.make a crime i3 to be
olitical LEADER of the masses,
n under the bourgeois First
endmeat citizens are allowed
tight of "free speech” but the
% action against Esmail proves
-Constitution provides no pro=

. ocls it necessary to tak
"~ conre of a i‘gr-t%n; p——

said; such a defiance is not
enough, it is against the constant
policy of betrayal of these leade:s
that it is necessary to engage the
independeat mobilization for
wotkers power, it iS a new-poli=
tical leadership of the working
class that has to be built in this
fights the REVOLUTIONARY
WORKERS PARTY of France,

This is what we call you to
take up, first of all by massively
participating in the meetings
which the Ligue Ouvriere Revoiu~
tionnaire will organize in Paris
and Creil following the second
round, Whatever the results,
none of the problems which con= -
front you == unemployrnent, in=
flation, repression == will be re=

tection for individual rights as
long as a FBI can exist, - The only
guarantee of rights is to destroy
the FBI which in fact means des=
troying the social order which
spawas it,

If we should lack more ex=
amples of the falsity of bourgeois
legality, the Detroit City Council
has supplied yet another, In
February, they voted for a resoiu=
tion asking the Carter administra=
tion to investigate Esmail's arrest
and deciared Israel's actions are

"a deaial of fundamental and uni=
versally recognized human rights, "
By March 9 they did an about face

and voted i rescind the vesolu=
cion because as a spokesman said,

"We had calls from some preity
substantial people. * {Zionists and
the like, ) Can Esmail depead on
i72is spinelessness for his freedom?
Can we continue to assert he has
"free speech” rights as a citizen

If the FBI is allowed to get
“away with its action against Es=
amil in the intevests of collabora=
tion between imperialists powers
to suppress the revait of the masses
and behead its leadership, it will
strengthen their ability to pass
the new legislation for Criminal

~ Code "Reform™ wiil its statutes—

allowing a million loopholes for
secret agenis, for business interests
while applying greater and greater

“solved, With the support of the

another  of the workers,, rec

leaders of the FCP and the SP the
bourgeoisie will try to make you
retreat from your demands and
mobilization, at the same time
that it is preparing to crush you
by force if necessary,

These elections will leave un=
resolved the pr1nc1p1e problem,

.still present since the General
Strike of May=fune 1968 and the

ten years of struggles which fol=
iowed it: the revolutiouary power

-of the workers and peasants, Only

your mobilization and this orienta=
tion can resolve it,

March 13, 1978

Political Bureau of the Ligue

» Ouvriere Revolutionnaire {(Freanch
Section of the Fourth International) ___

restraints on the workers, their |
strikes, demonstrations, but above
all their leadership,

The fight we have launched
among factory workers in the US
to form Action Committees to dis=
tupt bourgeois plans to unite their
counterrevolutionary agencies
against the mass struggle of the

. workers must include a specific

effort to FREE 5AMI ESMAIL!
Blocking thevolicyof the ruling
class in its formative efforts means
mass participation of-all working
class parties, organzat’wns and
unions to take mass action against
their S, 1437 Bill {or HR6968 as the
House of Representatives version
goes) and their laws LEGALIZING
what was done to Esmail, legiti®
mizing their FBI and CIA,

This strugele 0 smash S,1437 a
and the £Bf must be taken o the
workers and fought for through
the election of repmeatauves

callable at

601-

any time and answerabl

- them. Rather than asseit the

First Amendment, assert Workers
Democracy, the mechanism of

the freedom ofthe workers. Thesz
~Action Committees must discuss
Esma11 and in e moblhzatlou
fight for his freedom,
March 21, 1978
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'BARBARA PUTNAM

of those things” says SWP

al nature of this attack, That
ally, even the Spanish Social=
Party and the Spanish Com=
nist Party, through its Cata=
ian sectons and through the
ycors Catala” ( a coalition of
rking class parties in the Franco=
Cories) have recognized the
ure of this attack, have taken
t in the Commission of Inves=
ation initiated by the PORE and
e demanded the legalization
the PORE,
\11 of this maXkss the slanders
he SWP leadership evea more
meful, But also very predic=
le,
“hey inust at all cost hide the
stenw and the fight of our
\, pain, To talk about:
lt! Alegria and the PORE
11a-Brce them to answer the
vitable giestions why are
ir comrades "legal™ in Spain,
le our comrades are ia prison?

aying " just one of those things" —

asier than explaining that their
icy is not revolutionary, In
in, or in the United States,
‘s is all:the more reason for..
J.tahtﬁ A0 the SWPand 96 ‘sup= -

The work of the Commission of
Investigation into the provocation
has continued in Spain, _The third’
meeting of the Cominission in Bar=

celona reported that the charge of

ille gal association remains held
by the police against Martin Pretel,
Nuria Marti, Albert Marti, Tom
Rius and Federico Lax,

A report was also given on the
situation of Santiago Alegria, He
remains held incommunicado, for=
bidden to even see his lawyer. He
was brutally tortured for four days
by the military police and it took
several weeks for him to regain
feelinig in his hands,

Presently, he is beiag interroga=~
ted in the neesence of a judge and
is not bemg tortured, The police
have told him several times that
he will be held as long as the wea=
pons have not yet been found,
Which means that at any time they
can again accuse him of the rob=
bery of the weapons from El Pani,
a charge which bas beea dropped,

A ccording to the information

__that the Commission has teue;ved
“ the, Impusonment of.Santiago *
“Alesria s 1uegal, evea accordmng .

ters in Chieagosta continue the. -+ o Spanish 1 aw; sinee 4 offieial. « -

1t they have begun to break the
cial silence and stop the slan=
] of the SWP leadership,

document of charges has aever
been signed.-or presented
11 of this makes it even more

important that:the Commission of
Investigation continues its work in
exposing the provocation against
our party in Spain and that workers
and militants in the United States
continue the mobilization they
have begun to FREE SOLDIER SAN=
TIAGO ALEGRIA! FOR THE LE=
GALIZATION OF THE PORE!

“CORRECTION

In the last’issue of TRUTH we re~
ported on the agreement made be-
tween the PORE and the Spanish
Communist Party in defense of
Santiago Alegria and for the
legalization of the PORE in the -
article "Spanish Communist Party
Takes a Posmon. " But through

a mistake in translation we identi=
fied the "PSC" as the

Spanish* Communist Party, In
fact it is the Catalonian section -

of the Spanish Socialist Party, The
"PSUC" is the Catalonian section
of the .Communist Party of Spain;

-~ Thus, both majorworking elass’ *oal
- \Otgamz&nons in-Catalonia;,cthe -«

boc1al1st Party and the Commun"
ist Party, entered into this agree-
ment with the PORE,

- “SOCIALISM” MAKES

THE COVER OF
TIME MAGAZINE

The March 13th issue of TIME
magazine came out with a

painting of block lettes speliling

oui the word "Socialism” on its
cover, Inside was a report:
"SOCIALISMs TRIALS AND
ERRORS, An ideology that pro=
mises more than it delivers, "

The American bourgeoisie and
its lackeys used to pride them=
selves on the American working
and middie class' "lack of inter=
est in politics, "

Now the closeness of the Euro=

_pean revolution, the political

awakening of the working masses,
manifested in their respouse to the
miners® sttike, and the discontent
of the middle classes is changing
all that, The OLD stupidities and
slanders about socialism no ionger
suffice,

So TIME, the most widely read
news magazine in the couniry, has
come out with something more
"serious®, With it, they hope to
contribute to blocking the work=
ing class from charting its own
course for political power, They
hope to confuse the vanguard of
the working class and organize
the most backward elements
against it,

TIME'S STORY

.~ ‘What does TIME say about

socialism?

Fimst, it claims socialism, al=
beit different brands of same, now
exists in 39% of the earth terri=
tory and has a good chance of
beiag brought into existence in
some more through the elections
of "socialists” to office in Spain,
France, Italy, etc,

It clalms the:ze are three brands
‘of socialism: "Marxism=Leninism, "
"Social Democracy,” and "Third
World Socialism, * "Marxist™
Leninists, " TIME claims, are for
class warfare, the dxctatorshxp of
the proletariat, and the construc=
tion of the party and preside over
the USSR, Eastern Europe, China
and Cuba "Social Democrats”
are for peaceful reform of capital=
ism into socialism and preside over
over Britain, West Germany, Aus=
tria, etc, Under the heading
"Third World Socialism," TIME
includes every sort of ideology and
government which is nationalistic
and hostile to the US government,

Finally, TIME "assesses™ how
each of these brands of socialism
measures up with respect to
2ecoifoinic development, ®
"quality of life, " "liberty and
freedom, " and “equality and the
elite, " It concludes that none
of these brands of socialism
measures up, That capitalism,
which it equates with democracy,
has proven itself better,

- The "Marxist~Leninist brand®
has brought, it says, astounding
results with respect to economic
development and social services,
But, it goes on, these are long=
lasting and have been achieved at
the expense of political freedom
and accompanied by the growth
ofa privileged bureaucracv =
The Lepoﬂs 19 lllustratzed W‘lth..

. A"bocml‘Democratlc, " "Third
World Sefialist, * and capitalist
countries are each indicated with

By MARGARET GUTTSHALL

a different color, Countries are
also rated on a political freedom
scale from 1to 100, The US gets
100, Brazil, 42, Chile, 17, the
USSR, 8, and Angola, 0,

THE TRUTH ABOUT SOCIALISM

This map is only the most ob=
vious manifestation of TIMEY%

warped, false, perception of
reahty. ~

First, sor‘lallsm, a society in
which the means of production are
owned and controlled by working
people, where production is
planned and takes place in ac=
cordance with the needs of the
masses, where everyone contrib=
utes accoiding to his ability, gets
what he needs, and has freedom==
in short a workers democracy==
does not exist anywhere,

The working class led by the
Bolshevik party (in Russia in 1917)
seized power, took over industry
and begafl central planning with
the aim of building socialism,
But its road was blocked by the
growth of the Stalinist bureau=
cracy which, acting in the inter=
ests of imperialism, opposed the
continuation of the revolution to
Europe. This further progress to=
ward soc1ahsm became impossible
because if is not possxble to suffi=
_ ciently raise ev: the pro=
ductwl; fomesgv%ft%m the borders
of one country,

While the working class expro=
priated the capitalists in the
USSR, Eastern Europe, etc., it
has not yet done away with the
bureaucracy which blocks the
road to socialism, One caa't say
countries in which there is still
unemplovment, shortages, and
most importantly, no rights for
-the working class, are socialist,
As for the rest of the countries
TIME mentions with allegedly
socialist leaderships== Noiway,
__Tanzania, etc, =~ ihe capi-
talists haven't been touched,

Second, there are not three
brands of soc:.ahsm There is
only one, that of the working
class, the struggle for which has
been led by its world party: the
First, Second, Third. and Fourth
Intemauonals at the heads of
which have been Marx, Engels,
Lenin, and Trotsky,

All the difficulties the working
class has encountered in the con=
struction of socialism are entirely
the result of the collaboration of
those who claim to lead it with
imperialism, Faced with the
choice of fighting imperialism to
coatinue the revolution or im=
posing austerity on the masses,
the opportunists choose the latter,
The lack of political freedom in
~ the USSR is not a cousequence of
- the Ma:xist fight for socialism, °
but the Stalinist collaboration
with imperialism,

It not possible to say the same
«for capitalism however, coitrary
-to the claims of TIME, How many
more times will capitahsts put -

<

&
14
W

fascist dlctatorsh1ps in power befor¢ *

they admit that it, fas#.sm, not
-bourgeois- <democracy, " isithe .
form- of tule . most: appropnsate t(r
Ehb bankrupt system -

( CONTINUED TO PAGE 7)
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FROM THE WHITE PAPER

DOCUMENT 3.3
FOR THE MAINTENANCE

OF THE

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

In the last issue of TRUTH we published an excerpt

from the WHITE PAPER OF THE COMMISSION OF —

INQUIRY which investigated the slandevs of the

French OCI against Michel Varga and the Fourth

International, The excerpt, "The History of the
Affair,"” revealed the pohtlcal natute of the
ougms of this campaign of slander; a fight against

.the liquidation of the Fourth International pro=

posed by the Lambert=Just leadership of the OCI,
The d0euln ent presented below, "For the Maia-
tenance of the Iaternational Committee® was the
document presented by the Revolutionary Socialist
League of Hungary to the Pre-Conference of the
International Committee ia Paris on June 20, 1972,
This document was presented against the proposr-

tion of Lambert=just of the OCI to liquidate the

International Committee which had maiatained the
continuity of the Fourth International since 1953,

Readers may ask== what does this have to do
with slanders? We are printing this document be=
cause precisely the motivationbehind the slanders
and-behind all those who have taken them up since
then is to hide the political nature of the fight
of the Fourth International and the fight of those
who fought to maintain its continuity,

By focusing on the slanders all the centrist or=
ganizations wish to cover ap our polirical fight
and especially wish to cover up the existence and
the fight of the International Committee fcom 1953
to 1972, a fight which stands in direct opposition
to all the unprincipled maneuvers taking place
throughout the world to regroup all the ceniirists
who falsely claim the banner of the Fourth Iater=
natiosnal,

It helps t0 prove ithe point that we have been
making since the slanders began== that the revo-
iutionary policy of the Fourth International is the
best defense and weapon against Stalinist slander,
March 21, 1978 =

(Document of the Revolutionary
Socialist League of Hungary)

CONCERNIN G SOME APPRECIA -
TIONS OF HISTORY

Before taking up this problem we
must immediately underline; we
are not talking about names, nor
epithets, Nor are we in love with’
forms, To believe this would
avoid posing the real problems,
The discussion on the name of the

At the Third International Con=
ference of the International Com=
mittee in 1966 we unanimously
voted a Resolution which affirmed:

*The historic continuity of the
4th Intermational,.,.... was main= hie na
tained since 1953 by the fight led international organism is not for=
by the Trotskyist organizations malist, it reveals the history of
gathered in the International Com= the 4th International, more par=
mittee, ticularly, the last twenty years,

Consequently, the International Wwith its content the nature of the
Conference proclaims that the organism which continues its fight,
continuity of the 4th International Thus, it direcily touches the prob=
was preserved by the action of the lem of the international Trotsky=
International Committee, * ist fraction of TODAY,

This resolution added: For the propesition to really

" At the present stage, the de=  flow from the analysis which is
cisions of the IC can only be taken presented it would be necessary
by unanimous decision, The IC to concretely chagacterize the
does not proclaim at this stage to . International Committee as having
be the centralized leadership of failed, Such a characterization
the 4th International that still hass would demand the balance sheet
to be rebuilt, * .. of the entire IC, leading to such

We do not see any reason to a negative judgement, This is
change this Resolution, impossible,

For the document entitled "The For the proposition to abandon
tasks of the rebuilding of the 4th = the International Commmee in=
International” (International Cor- evitably demands that despite
respondence, No, 4-=5) proposes everything, theanalysis itself
to abandon the International Com= must try this impossiblity, The
mittee: for an Organizing €omimit= -result-is-an ambiguity, even-a -
tee. It says: "Such a proposition contradxction between two d1ffer-
flows from the entire analym pre=
sented in this report, *" But un= °
happlly, in no way does this flow
from it, z

ent positions as to the characteri~
zation and balance sheet of the
IC.

On the one hand no one proposes
to revise the Resolution of the
Third International Conference of
1966, according to which "the con=
tinuity of the 4th International was
preserved by the action of the In=
ternational Committee, " For this
reason, the present document °
writes for example that: "The
action of the IC allowed for saving
the continuity, " (Page 3).

But on the other hand this same
document insists in several places
on the fact that "The betrayal of
the Program of the 4th Internations
al by Pabloism’does not s1gmfy the
failure of the Program, " (P, 3) -

We must rema t;fk even if we m
constantly reaffirm the vahdxty

the Program and defend it, we
must also realize that no Marxist
program has failed, beginning
with the COMMUNIST MANI=
FESTO. That which has been
made clear in the history of the
struggle of the proletariat for its
emancipation is that the question
of the program is at the same time
the question of its organizational
incarnation, It is the 4th Inter=
national, proclaimed in 1938, and
since 1953, the International Com=
mittee, which has continued it,
The insistence on the non=failure
of the Program suggests the failure
of its organizational incarnation,
And in fact the document affirms
that; "The continuity was assured
by the Trotskyist orgamzanons

(p. 3). == and this is where there is
an ambiguity for the question is.
posed: Trotskyist organizations in
general, or concretely, the In=
ternational Committee? :

Of course, the international
proletariat can have, and did have,
some moments when the Marxist
continuity was assured without an
international center, by organiza®
tions or even by a single organiza=
tion,

But in 1938 the Fourth Inter~
national was proclaimed and since
1953 it continued its work through
and in the International Commit=
tee, as the Resolution already
cited affirmed,

For this essential reason we can=
not accept this ambiguity in rela=
tion to the International Com=
mittee, It-logically leads the
documeat to several very danger=
ous statements, full of grave con=
sequences, It says for exainpie
{p. 20) thats "it is not a question
of proclaiming an international
leading center (SI or IC) which, as
the experience of the U, Sec and
the IC has proven, leads nothing. "

Of course it is not necessary to
proclaim it: this proclamatxon
was already.dpne in 1938, By =5
realizing this historic act, Trot=

_the Res otl#gon_ake@d
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sky did not imagine either that the those of the U, Sec were marks of

4th International already led oc
instantly would lead important

sectors of the international working

class, Therefore no one had the
intention of giving this meaning
to the "center, " But from the
banal statement that the 4th In=
ternational is not yet the leading

center of the international workers

movement to renouncing the need
to maintain an international cen=
ter of the Trotskyist fraction is a
big step which we cannot and do
not wish totake, Among the ar=

guments advanced against a "cen=

ter” there is this other statement,
as evident as the preceding one,
that Pablosim destroyed inter~
national democratic centralism
and consequently, there is no
question for the moment, of a
center, It is exact to say that
Pablosim destroyed democratic
centralism, The International
Committee made this clear ia
_cited, It
is none the less true
however, a center? The: efore,
why abandon it?

For in order to prove that the
IC was not a center the docu=
ment is forced to go even further

and for example, in the phrase
cited above, it establishes a
sort of equality between the U,
Séc, and the IC oa the basis of
an affirmation that they lead
nothing, This is false!

The attempt to destroy the 4th
International and the fight a gainst
this revisionism and liquidation is

not a "nothing" and these struggles

were very much led, This is the
essence of the history of the 4th

International incarnated by the IC,

There cannot be any kind of
equality between these two dia=
metrically opposed centers, yes,
as CENTERS, and opposed in a
fight whose stake is the 4th Inter=
national, :

We do not wish to subscribe to
this neutral comparison, It leads
the document to develop even
furthers "The crisis of the 4th
International , . , did not stop
deepening after 195053, as much
in the orgamzanons belongmg to
the U, Sec, as in those which con=
stituted the International Com=
mittee.” (P, 20).

Here the ambiguity in relation
to the International Committee
becomessomething more, It is
transformed almost imperceptibly
into a negative judgemaent of the
IC, placing it on the same level
as the U, Sec.

Fimst of all, the crisis in the IC
and in the U.Sec are not of the
same nature, All the crises of
the IC ‘were crises of growth,
moments of clarification and"

'=5trengthemng. Omthe contrary,

at it was, "'ment that in 1§53a1read the IC

a process of degeneration and de=
composition, bringing of course,
here and there, some small signs
of a certain clarification, The
neutral characterization of the
“crisis" hides this fundamental
opposition of development,

. Following this it replaces the
contradictory history of the IC
with a too=unilateral evolution
towards a degeneration which thus
appears inevitable, It serves to
support the unclearly formulated
thesis according to which only

.the Program has not failed and

that the continuity was not
assured by organizations, &
The history of the IC, as with
all history, was contradlctory.
But its essence was, opposed to
that of the U, Sec, , the fight to
maintain and ALSO for the de=
velopment of the continuity of

' the 4th International, In the

oral discussions of these problems "

was founded on an unclear basis
resulting from different concep=
tions, even opposed in the found=
ing organizations, Cestainly
there were unclarities, But the
proposed documeant itself writess
"The break in 1953 of the SWP
with the SI (International Secre=
tariat== trans, ), as well as that
of the SLL and the Chinese repre=
sentatives in the SI, who, with
the OCI were to constitute the In=
ternational Committee, demon=
strates that the organizations
founded on the basis of the Pro=
gram of the Fourth International -
belongmg to the United Secre~
tariat could develop the resis=
tance to Pabloism, "

This is not exactly simply un=
clarity! With all the possible un=
clarities at this time, and inevit=
able at the time, the foundation
of the IC was therefore equal to

the resistance to Pabloism and

this is the essential point, for it

was the translation (of course
very 1mperfect) of an effort for the
continuity of the 4th International,
Even more, the IC is not just
identical with its foundatlon
From this point of view its history
is nothing but the contradlctory de=
velopment to affirm this continuity
and trying to surmoant all the un=
clarities, On this road the IC
made important steps forward,
materialized by the growth and rev
inforcement of the groups which
belonged to it or which joined
its combat, That it has not ..
finishe_d its work? Of course, This
is one more reason to not close its
history, Even for the development
of the OCI, the motor force of the

. IC, this was necessary. In ifs.

“Tetter’ addressed to the St L, Sep-k' -
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tember, 1970, the CC (Central
Committee== trans.) of the OCI
wrote: /

", ..the existence of the IC and
the continuity ofsthe 4th Inter=
national that it assimed were in=
dispensable to the rebuilding of
our section, the French Section
and remain indispensable to our
construction, as to the construc=
tion of all sections of the Inter= -
national, It is a section of the
4th International, because by be=
longing to the IC, by accom=

- plishing its task in function of its
~ material and political means that
the OCI is built and continues its

construction, It concarns the
very supstance of Trotskyism, ™ -
(LA VERITE, #556, p, 148).
The one*sidedly negative view
5 he crises transforms the con=
xete history of the IC into a
series of defeats, Thus, the im=
portant stage in its development,
. in 1963, is presently one=sidedly
as only that of the break of the
SWP and the entry of the Hun=
garian Revolutionary Socialist
League should mean something
for the IC in relation to the un=
clarities in 1953 and also in rela=
tion to its development, In any
case it is impossible for us to ac=
cept that in seeking the 4th In=
ternational (its continuity) we
were mistaken and only entered
into unclarities,

For the last twenty years the
4th International was the Inter=
national Committee, as it really
was, Its history is the real and
not imaginary or broken history
of the 4th International.

THE RECENT CRISIS OF THE IC

It was an organic part of the
history of the IC, which ALSO
proceeds. through crises., Even if
the break with the IC operated by

~the-8TL and followed Ve e

~ groups Is certainly not just —

.+ crisis, However, it does a0t de~
termine the fact of the Inter=
national Committee, :

We have not accepted the legi=
timacy of this break (see the dif=
ferent documents weitten and

“voted on this subject, since the
act of the SLL) even if the SLL
maintains its attitude, By this

a gain, as well that, invérsely,
the history of the IC cannot be
one=sidedly described as one of
losses, We want to avoid giving
the dangerous impression that the
history of the 4th International

_ only lasted until 1953 and, after
a long sleep, it only begins now,
The terrain is, on the contrary,
full of ambushes that we cannot
avoid by renouncing the Inter=
national Committee, The SLL
is not the only organization, the
only group having enormous
difficulties to sutmount in rela=
tion to the rebuilding of the 4th
International and its problems,
Far from it, And precisely be~
cause the terrain is not swept
away we need all the acquisi=
tions of the history of the 4th
International, For the funda=
mental acquisition at this time
is the IC with its history, The
moment for passing to-another
form has not come, even though
one day it will, It is beginning
with THIS GAIN that we can and
must advance to finish the ne=
cessary sweeping for the rebuild=
ing of the 4th International,

CONCLUSIONS {(Method and
Program)

\ :
But why the proposition for an
Organizing Committee in place
of the IC? The eiforts of the
documeants to justify this proposi~
tion in relation to the history of
the IC are not convincing, and
this is the least one can say, As
to the recent crisis of the Inter=
national Committee, it not only
does not justify such a proposition,
but on the contrary, it demands==
with all the implications== the
maintenaace of the IC, The ar=
gument that was brought up in the
discussion by the SLL and com=
pany ovar tae sterile g
who had th OT1tY ¢

i At

- There remains a single motive,
To assure the greatest openess to
the rebuilding of the 4th Iater=
ngtional, This is our common

-wish, We are all agreed to see
this historic task anchored in the
workers movement and to asso™
ciate. the militants and cadres

" who are breaking with Stalinism,

fact neither the International Com=~ the reformists, Pabloism, Cas™

mittee not the SLL have changed
their nature, If theSLL puts out
labels of all types {centrist, etc,)
regarding the IC and its organiza=
tions, it is not a reason to follow
it on this irresponsible path, We
therefore continue to not justify
this break that we correctly ex=
plain as a flight from clarification
to the end. It follows that the IC
is not dead, as the convocation
of the Second Session of its Pre=
Conference as well as the invita=
tion addressed to ALL members of
the IC testifies, Nothing inajot
has occured since the break which
would annul for example the De~

troism and with other torms: of
ideology and enemy organiza~
tions, Our struggle and ex~
periences in and towards Eastern
Europe sufficiently proves that
this is our method,

But precisely to realize such an
association we need, more than
ever, the strengthening of the in=
ternational Trotskyist %raction, its
open and clear definition, in=
cluding its organizational form,
even and including in relation to
all those who we wish to work

_with us in rebuilding the 4th In=
ternational, This'need has also
been verified several times by our

claration signed by comradss Lam= experiences and struggle: towards

beit, Lora and Nagy affirming the
necessity to continue the IC,

On the eontrary we cannot
avoid continuing the International
Cominittee whose history is far
from over, Thus, it is not exaci
to say thats "At the present time,

the ground is swept away, "

' 20) . Unhappily, it is not

Swersible for us to thus label the
present situation, If the terrain
was already swept away nothing
would prevent us from realizing,
for example, international de~
mocratic centralism, For every=
one knows very well that this is-
not the case,

The recent crisis of the IC
cannot be characterized in this

way, siiggesting that it was only ', the IC is in agreement wifhl the . ..
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Eastern Europe, The develop=
ment of the class struggle in this
period in which we are heading
towards gigantic confrontations
between the classes whose stake
is power, implying the shattering
of organizations, forces us to re=
inforce even more our internation=
al fraction, It is not by chance

- that the second document "on the
International Situation™ insists on
the necessity to reinforce the In=
ternational Committee, We are
not in agreement with the proposi=
tion'made by a comrade during the
discussion to rewrite at least the
6th Chapter of this document, We
think, on the contrary, that our

« position for the maintenance. of

o

political analysis preseated by this
document,

We seriously fear that this form
of Organizing Committee carries
the risk of "softening, " that is,
dissolving the international Trot=
skyist fraction, That this Com=
mittee would be the organiza=
tional form offered to all those
who declare themselves loyal to
the Program and who we wish to
associate to us, But everyone says
they are loyal to the Program,
Precisely for this reason we need a
definition, And it is here that all
the acqiidtions-of the IC take on
their importance, expressed by its
name, The gains which we con®
sider the most important are un®
deniably the combat led by the IC
for the clarification and for the
application of the basis itself of
the Program: the independence of
the proletariat, The name of the
IC is linked to this content, dear
to us, even if the SLL had and has
some anti=Marxist positions on the
"Arab revolution,” on Ho Chi
Minh, etc, But the SLL is not the
International Committee]

Certainly the recent. crisis has
created a new situation which we
must take under consideration,
But not only the crisiss the de=
velopment of the activity of the
IC as-well, There is no doubt
that many groups and organiza®
tions, thanks to the activity of
the IC, have proven their
maturity for becoming members
of the International Committee,
There is therefore a real possi=
bility and at the same time a
necessity to strengthen the IC
through the entry of these groups

.and organizations, To do this is

not only useless to invent a new
organizational form, but danger=

_ours, for it inevitably suggests to

them the rejection of the con=

ment, the IC can and should also
change its name into an Inter=
national Committee FOR the Re=
building of the 4th International.
But these changes which express

" exactly the stage we are in by
translating a certain development, .

in no way justifies this organiza<
tional resolution which is pro=
posed to us, '

It therefore seems that the
propositions toabandon the IC is
motivated by the legitimate wish:
through what organizational form
should we associate all the groups,
organizations and militants who
claim the Program to the rebuild=
ing of the 4th International? It is
therefore the method which is at
question, :

In the history of the workers

. movement the method to best

associate and educate worker
militants and their independent
organizatious #» the International
preoccupied Marx, Engels, Lenin,
and Trotsky, We know their
method and wish to apply it, But
the organized form of the inter=
national Marxist fraction was
never at stake in this method. No
method can determine by itself
the organizational form of the
Marxist fractions not at the
national level and STILL LESS on-
the international level, It is
above all and principally deter=
mined by the Program INCAR=
NATED by the-precise history of
the latter, It is ouly beginning
from this that we can define and
apply a method, In other words,
WHO applies a method, and for
what?

We are not agaiust an Organ= .
izing Comimittee regrouping the
groups, -organizations, militants
‘who, on'th

asis of the Progham, -

are engaged in the rebuilding of
the 4th International. However,
on the condition that within this
regroupiment (the name hardly
matters) we fitmly maintain the
International Committee, rein*
forced by other groups and or=
ganizations and by making its
name precise, -

We think that these measures’
conform to the situation and to
our tasks, measures which can
and should be taken by the
Second Session of the Pre~Con=
ference, .

The International Pre=Con= .
erence was held from July 1~4,
1972). The OCI proposed the
dissolution of the International
Committee and its replacement
by the Organizing Committee in
2. resolution which was adopted.
The RSL of Hungary submitted
to a yote a counter=resolution,
which was defeated, )

CORRECTION

In the last article, "The History.
of the Affair™ it stated that the
Faction, "For ihe Maiatenance
and Development of the Inter=
national Committee™ was cons=
tituted in January 1974, This w
in ercor, The correct date was
January 1973,
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SOCIALISM CONT.

( CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 )

TIME would like to push Chile
under the rug, They hope no one-
will remember they supported the
coup,

Why does TIME make these
mistakes concerning socialsim?
Are iis reporters badly educated or
misinformed?

No,

By denying the significance of
the interaational socialist revolu=
tion, by denying the profound
change this must mean for the
workers and oppressed masses, by
claiming that socialism already
exists in 3% of the globe, they
hope to give the workers the im=
pression that should they choose
the road of socialism they will
have no choice but to sattle for
the dismal results of the Stalinists
Social Democrats, and Third
World Socialists efforts,

By denying the existence of the
Fourth International, the world
party of the working class, and
identifying socialism with the
three brands of misleaders, they
to convince the workers

socialism they will have to do so

without 'a leadership they can

trust,

And finally by completely
falsifying the records of socialism,
of workers democtacy and capi™
talism, bourgeois democracy,
they hope to convince the workers
not to take the socialist road at
all, but to settle for what they‘ve
got now, Meanwhile, the bour=
geoisie is preparing guis with
which to settle all these questions
regardiess of what the workers
think. : [

Today, TIME likes to pressut
all thess questions like they're up
for discussion among reasonable
men, Tomorrow, they will be

_trying to twobilize the most back=
ward to crush the working class
with their lies,

An uncompromising struggle
against imperialism, Stalinism,
and all their lies is necessary to
achieve socialism, in 5%, 10%
and 100% of the world,

.March 22, 1978 =
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THE WORKERS NEED >
A REVOLUTIONARY PRESS -

THE MINERS STRIKE PROVES IT

By ANN NELSON

Since 1900 over 100,000 miners
-have lost their lives in the
mines, Over one million have
been permanently disabled and
4,000 diz each year of black
lung disease, The wealth and
power of the utility and mine -
owners is responsible for the
lives of those miners,
Since December 6, 1971,

over 180, 000 soft coal miners
have been on strike, The strike
has gone further to question the
right of the coal bosses to demand
blood for profits, to challenge
the bureaucratic leadership of the
unions and to organize the miners

" - themselves independeatly than

any other strike of the American
workers since the 1930°%,

What has taken the miners as
far as they have gone is a poli=
tical understanding that to stop
the deaths in the mines they need
the right to strike, The miners
have gathered 13,000 signatures
for the recall of Arnold Miller,
United Mine Workers president,
have organized their own defense
guards and have demonstrated in
Washington. They have rejected
one sell=out contract, and may
reject anothet,

TRUTH was able to say in ad~
vance of the miners strike, that
the struggle of the miners would
be a decisive one, Throughout
the strike. TRUTH has drawn out
the political questions posed by
the miners strike, As well,
TRUTH has fought to carry the
-fight of the miners into the auto
factories, by calling for an Emer=
gency Convention of the UAW to
decide how to support the miners
and how to fight the threatened
layoffs in auto,

TRUTH has not just made pro=
posals on how to carry on the
‘struggle, and how to win it,-but
it has constantly said what the
_political questions are, Above
all, the necessity for a new lead=
ership in the unions, a revolu=
tionary leadership, - TRUTH has
called for a conscious struggle
against the US government and. its
threat of seizure of the mines with
federal troops,

TRUTH has fought against

- those who have become nothing

more than a cheering section for
the UMW bureaucracy like the
Socialist Workers Party through
its newspaper THE MILITANT as
well as the American Commun=
ist Party, which in the DAILY
WORLD calls anyone who criti®
cizes the Miller leadership an—
agent of the coal bosses.
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1S THE BOURGEOIS PRESS
OBJECTIVE ? -

In school workers learn that
the newspapers in this countcy are
"objective™ and that the Bill of
Rights guarantees freedom of the
press, But the large bourgeois
newspapers in this counicy like the
DETROIT FREE PRESS or the NEW
YORK TIMES are owned and run
by the ruling class and they re=

- port the "news" that the ruling

class wants reported,

But no one could have done a
better job of supporting the mine
owners and the government than
the bourgeois press did during the
miners strike, A1l along the —
newspapers said that the miners
cause "violence, " only wanted
higher wages, would create an
"energy shortage™ and layoffs in
other industries== all lies,

The rumors they have spread of
an energy shortage have been just
as effective against the minews as
the billy clubs of the national
guards, Everyday the repocs of
the electric companies on the
amount of coal they have left
changes, And it still has not
been explained why the workers
should pay more for heat and —
eleciricity because supposedly
these stockpiles haven't run out,

- Inflation existed before the
miners strike, and will continue
when it% over, . The striking coal
miners are supposed to take the
blame, according to the press,
for the fact that the coal opera=
rors are not willing to-cut into
their profits, but will instead
raise prices, -

This is the same for the lay=
offs which certainly did not be=
gin with the coal strike, Every
auto worker knows that GM,
Chrysler and Ford make mote
profits when they are working
ess workers longer and harder,
But the bourgeois press says the

~ coal strike will cause an "energy

shortage” and layoffs as if these
things were "objective” facts,
Violence is another thing the
bourgeois papers blame entirely
ou the coal miners, Did the
miners hire a motoreycle gang
armed to the teeth-as a provoca®
tion? No, but the mine owners
did, The papers make up for
the fact that they rarely report on

the armed thugs who protect scab

coal, by reporting double on the
arming of the miners, And, of
course, the papers aid nothing
while the miners were dying in
the mines, And of all the vio=

_lence, the conditions in the

mines top the list by far,
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In the first months of the strike,
the DETROIT FREE PRESS ran lead
article after another without ever
mentioning that the miners most
important demand was the right
to strike over health and safety,

Instead, the FREE PRESS said
that the issue was WAGES, and it
went on to say how high the miners
wages already are. This is not
"objective” reporting, and is de=
signed to create hostility between
the miners and other sections of
the working ciass, the majority
of which is underpaid,

And theu there are the WORDS
used in the bourgeois papers which-
betray their support of the govern®
ment and the coal companies,
The workers "demand® but the
owners "offer,” Or the miners are
guilty of "violence" and "sabo=
tage" but Carter has the “choice”
of invoking Taft=Hartley,

There are hundreds of examples

' of how the press distorts and lies,
“The question is "Who's side are the
‘newspapers on?" The answer is

that the bourgeois press does 20t
basz itself on some abstract "ob=
jectivity” or on "freedom of the
press, " but is the press for a class
the ruling class, The newspapers
in this country are THEIR news=
papers, -

Workers are familiar with these
methods’ of the bourgeois press to
distort, change and create the
news, Blacks, for years hearif a

-murderer or armed robbery suspect

was black, but never heard if he
was white,  And now, with the
nsrend” in journalism to make the
news more enteriaining, wotkers
are hard peessed to find any kind
of news at all in the papers. The
movement in the papers.toward
eliminating intemational news and
reports is the most anti=working
class of all the new changes in the
newspapars today,

The press of the pseudo=revolu=
tionaries, in particular the Social”
ist Workers Party, plays into the
hands of the bourgeois papers by
merely "expuosing” the fact that -
the bourgeois papzars are not "ob=~
jective® as if they COULD be.
The SWP paper, THE MILITANT,
telies on printing better "facts"
as if to show the bourgeois papers
The ceatrists donot say
it i3 necessary to have a WORKERS
press which also takes a side like
the bourgeois papes do, only the
side of the workers,

The fact that there is such a
thing as "news" is a capitulation
to the ruling class papers, Yes,
there are facts of an event, but
these facts are interpreted by
classes, The bourgeois press in=
terprets them one way and makes

The front page headl'mé of the
March 10, 1978 MILITANT says:

insists on stressing the fact that the
miners have the right to voie on
theircontract, They do this in
order to give Miller a position of
importance that he does not de=
serve, The MILITANT has placed
irself BEHIND the most advanced
miners, L

This "newsweekly punlished
the interests of the workers” is.
-willing to put itself to the "left"
of the bourgeois papers, but it
~will not place itself AGAINST the
bourgeois papers. The centrists
have shown, particularly through
their press that they are not
capable of "saying what is” to the
working class,

The Socialist Workers Party,
which speaks on Sundays abuut
the Fourth International, has not
found a place for the Fourth In=
| ternational in its articles on the
| miness strike, They say, "rely
8 on Miller," be glad you can de=
bate” the contract, and join a
"labor party” that the bureaucrats
fun, The building of the revolu=

8 tionary party, the Fourth Inter=

its proposals, They have all
called for Taft=Hartley cooling=
off period and seizure of the
mines by the government, All
of them, That these news=
papers are "objective” is what
keeps these papers on their feet
and effective as propaganda for:
the bourgeoisie,

So the question is not "ex=
posure” of the bourgeois papers
but the development of a revo™
jutionary press, A press that
above all leads a political fight
to build the organization ol the
workers that represents a lead=
ership which makes proposals to
lead the way in the struggles of
the workers, i

THE MILITANT bills itself as

"A Socialist newsweekly/publish=
ed in the interests of the working

people, " 'That the press is an
ORGAN or weapon of a revolu~

- tionary leadership is foreign to the

ceutrists,

The MILITANT has played up
that it gives "real coverage” of
the miners strike, - THE MILI=

TANT has in fact said that Arnoid

Miller is not an obstacle to the

fight of the miness but that he has
just "lost touch with the majority

of the miners,” The MILITANT
openly supported former UMW

bureaucrat Harry Pairick who said

that he would resign before he

~ would work in the coal fields,

’

§ national and the independent or=
ganization of the working class
against its en=mies can not find
its way into the pages of the

§ MILITANT,

" In the minets strike, the kev

i3 to have an opinion, The bour=
geois papers shun "opinions™ for

a false “objectivity, " An opinion~
. ated and political struggle from
the-point of view of the workifig:
class, is the situggle that will be
1ed by the revoiutionary press,

Sixty years ago, Lenin waged
a fight against the opportunists for
_a revolutionary all=Russian news=
paper, Lenin argued against those
who tended to glorify the spon=
‘taneous struggle of the workers
that the most effective way to
actually ORGANIZE these strug™
gles FOR THE REVOLUTION was
with one newspaper of the revoiu=
tionary leadership throughout
Russia, 3

Lenin said that the newspaper
would be the scaffoiding with
which the revolutionary party coul
be built, He said the press counld
ceantralize the struggles of the
workers, where workers-in one
part of the country could learn the
mistakes of workers in another and
not tepeat them or they could be
spurted on by their victories,

The Fourth International has .
maintained the fight for the
Leninist press, that is a press that
is the ORGAN of the leadership of
the revolutionary party, Trotsky
discussed ia his article WHAT IS
A "MASS PAPER"? (Writings 85=
36 p. 58) that the workers are
vety aware of their own misery
but what they need i; a clear
program and leadership,

The Trotskyist Organization
has fought to make iis press
weapon in the struggle to ret. |
build the US Section of the Fourtt
International, that is the revolu=
tionary party of the US workets,
Maich 22, 1978 :
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