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In the last issues of TRUTH we
began a fight apainst the reac=
tionary, anti~working class law
that just passed the US Senate
=, 1437, We have also begin

ght to defend the Fourth
Iiternational in Spain == in par=
ticular, soldier Santiago Alegria,
now in prison for "illegal associa=
tion, ™

The struggles are the same,
They are part of a world struggle
to defend the best fighters of the
working class and its organizations
from a new wave of repression,

- A new wave of repression which

- has taken the form of trying to

label fighting workers as "crimi=
nals,™ and trying to call revolu=
tionaries “terrorists, ” Trying to
wipe out the best fighters of the

‘working ciass,

TO JEVERYONE WHO'S
FELT A COPS BILLY CLUB
UP AGAINST HIS THROAT”!

This is why the bourgeoisie
needs §,1437, To take ths job of
controlling the workers from thz
bureaucrats like Miller who can
no longer coatrol them when it
really counts,

If the bursaucrats cannot do it

- then the federal government will,

We thought that maybe it
would be difficult to explain to
workers in the US how these stru= .
goles were the same, After all,
isn®t Santiago Alegria.in Spain?
Aren*t things "different™ over
there?

Bat oir doubts were qmckly
dispe v a f’-»l': iS3 l {enl) e,,ﬁ- =
Kentuckv 1a>t weekend Afcer
dzscl;s_smg the struggle . of the min=

= we

asked h1m 1f he would like to
send greetings and support the
fight to free Santiago Alegria,

He immediately rephed af
course, that he would defend;
"Everyone who has felt a cop’s
billy club up against their throat, "

Very simple and very clear,
The fight we are waging in the
US and in Spain is a fight that
belongs to every working class
fichter, to everyone who faces
repression,

The link between the struggle
‘of.the working class and S, 1437
is becoming clearer every day.

S,1437 passed the Senate last-
week by a vote of 72=15, It
was rushed through, All the
bourgeois papers praised it as a
"delicate compxomise" and
hoped-that the House of Repre=
>entat1vea( which must pass it
before it becomes law ) would
aot disturb its "delicate”

~ character,

"Delicacy" for the bourgeoisie
means that they hope that the
sneaky, lying and cynical nature
of S,1437 won't be exposed Be=
cause they are in a panic to pass
this law,

The hmteria that they are now
'\E,;tmg about the miners® strike

ows this panic, Trying to blame
the miners for energy shortages
and layoffs, Or the gun battle in
Alabama last week between 200
armed state troopers and 200
armed miners in which the miners
wete accused of "kidnapping”

seven scabs,

Another sign of this panic is
that Jimmy Carter dictated the
latest UMW contract for Arnold
Miller to sign, A contract which
ARNOLD MILLER HIMSELF kiows
will not be ratified,

<

Arrest strikers and demonstrators,
Smash wildcat strikes, By label=
ling workers as "blackmailers, ™
"extortionists, " and "saboteurs. "
By accusing the Fourth Interna=
tional of “epionage, "

The bou:geoisie rushed S, 1437
through because they don't want

to Just hold 1t in xese:ve. 'I‘hey

’ .vou ovv acra1
ciass and its vanvuar:l
This is why a unitary mobili=

~ zation of all working class organ=

izations is needed to stop this
law. ACTION COMMITTEES TO
SMASH 8, 1437 must be formed
in every union to build a power=
fuil mobilization of all working
class fighters,

Without freedom for the
working class and ifs organizations
there is no freedom in this
country, Without this fight the
bourgeoisie will be allowed to
lzealize its terror against us,

No class conscious worker will
accept the excuses of those who
refuse to take up this fight,

As long as the police, the
courts, the bosses and the bureau=

~ crats have their billy clubs up

against the throats of workers in
this country and around the world,
no worker is free,

The fight to smash S,1437 and
to free Santiago Alegria is open
to everyone who understands this,
February 9, 1998

that way,

shut down the mines,

class,

against your throat,
gether,

February 5, 1978

STATEMENT OF TWO STRIKING STEARNS MINERS TO
THE FOUNDING MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE TO FREE
SOLDIER SANTIAGO ALEGRIA

- The coal companies and the government are trying to
put the blame on us for the layoffs,
may have to shut the lights off in the cities because of
out strike, But we can't feel sorry for-auto workers, steel
workers or any other workers, because we'll never win

- We need ONE MASS UNION that covers every mdustry
with committees in steel, auto and the mines; every= -
where, to pull out all the workers and really cripple the
economy ! Carter wants to enact the Taft~Hartiey Law
against our strike, but you can't shoot down coal with a

The Internauonal dida’t organize
them, it was done in the locals. Some of the local
officials are with the mean,

We defend your comrade because we defend the right
of anybody fighting for what's right.
“should aave the tight to speak if they are for the working
We don't think the Nazis should be allowed to
because they are against the workers,
Stearns we'll teach them a lesson!

We want to see this soldier in Spain, Santiago Alegria
Sanchez freed, We support your committee, We Know
what it% like having the cops® billy clubs jerked up
The working class has to stick to~
The fight against repression is a world fight,

 FREE SOLDIER SANTIA GO ALEGRIA |
L. G. and W, K, UMW, Steams, Kentucky

&

They're saying they

We think everybody

If they show up in

- JOIN THE COMMITTEE TO
FREE SANTIAGO ALEGRIA!

By JON COHEN

On Sunday, February 5th, the US
Committee to Free Soldier San=
tlago Aleoria was formed, This
Committee was orgamzed at the
initiative of the Revolutionary
Youth International as part of a
broad, international campaign
to defend the vanguard of the
woiking class against the re=
pression of the bourgeoisie and
Stalinist bureaucrats,

The meeting, held-in Detroit
and attended by representatives of
the Trotskyist Organization and
the Revolutionary Worker Youth,
2 young worker from Ford River
Rouge, a member of Local #79 -
of the SEIU, and which received

\

. greetings of support from two

young miners from Stearns, Ken=
tucky adopted the demands:

FREE SOLDIER SANTIAGO ALE=
GRIA! STOP ALL JUDICIAL
PROCEEDINGS! STOP THE PRO=
VOCATION AGAINST THE PORE!
FOR THE LEGALIZATION OF THE
PORE AND ALL ANTI=FRANCO=
1IST ORGANIZATIONS! as the

- basis for the Committee and re~

solved to win suppoit for this fight
in the unions, working class org=
anizations, among sincere demo=
crats and to prepare inass demon=
strations in Chicago and New York
on the day that Santiago Alegria
goes to trial, :

It should be noted that all
major working class organizations
were contacted about this meeting

especially those who claim to re~
present the Fourth International,
None of them chosz2 to send re=
presentatives, even though, for
example, the entire Detroit mem=
persnip of the SWP was meeting
just a few rooms away from our
meeting,

Two representatives of the
Spnartacist League did attend in
order to state their refusal to par<
ticipate in the Committee be =
cause of its supposed "lack of
credibility™ and because they did
not want their " good name in the
~area of defense work" spoiled by
association with the Fouwrth Inter=

—mnational,

It is necessary to say that the
silence of these pszudo=revolu~
tionaries is shameful, just as

- cist League about *

shameful as the refusal of the
Spartacist League to engage in
common action under the cover
of slanders,

A young autoworker at the
meeting comectly responded to
the lying slanders of the Sparta"

lack of credi=
bility, * and “fingering our mili=
you all tell it like it is?" Why
don’t these pseudo=revolutionary
centrists tell the truth to the US
working class and its youth aheut _
their policy? -

Because the truth hurts, Jimmy
Carter, in the name of his lying
"human rights™ recently proclaim=
ed that Spain “has now integrated

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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LESSONS OF THE MINERS STRIKE
AND THE ROAD FORWARD

By Jon Cohen

The strike of 180, 000 miners
which began on December 6th
has now become the longest strike
in UMW history, After brazenly

“ predicting the "doom™ of the

UMW, after "advising” the miners
that their strike would be de =
feated, the capitalists are now in
a panic,

Coal stockpiles are dangerously
low for them, The miners have
won the sympathy of the entire
working class, They are in a
position to win,

But they cannot win with the
present leadership of their union,
‘At this very moment, the UMW
bureaucracy, led by Arnold
Miller, has called the Bargaining
Council to Washington, D, C, to

discuss a "settlement” dictated by

Jimmy Carter,

. A "settlement” that will tcy to
destroy the right to strike in the
UMW and penalize miners who
engage in wildcat strikes, A
"settlement” that must be rejec=
ted by all miners!

The struggle will continue,
But in order to do so the miners
and the entire working class must
be armed, Not just physically,
with guns and ciubs, but politi ~
cally armed as well,

The way to do this is to evalu=
ate the lessons of the miners
strike, not just for the miners, but
for the entire vanguard of the
working class and to begin a real
discussion in the workers move=
ment about the 'oad forward

N
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ssion here, but we want it to

continue and to be enriched by
the discussions of young workers
in the mines, the auto plants,
the steel mills,

What, then, have been some

" of the most important lessons of

this strike?

==A NEW STAGE IN THE OFFEN=

SIVE OF THE WORKING CLASS
The miners strike is only the

“tip of the iceberg, It is not

something unique or exotic as
some peopile try to pretend, The
-miners strike is just an expression,
although a very important one, of
4 deep and powerful mobilization
of the American working class as
a whole,

A new stage in this offensive
began with the election of Carter
and the Democrats in Novembet
1976, Not only did the election
of the Democratic Party "friends
of iabor” fail to stop the-unrest

of the working class, but workers -

saw in Carter's election a way to-
get what they deserve, and if
Carter wasn®t going to give it to
them, as it became clear, then
the working class was determined
to fight for ii,

Just days after the &lection
UAW Chrysler workers wildcatted
in Detroit and Windsor, camrying
signs saying:"Carter Won, Why
Can't We?" In the last year and

a half, ALMOST EVERY SINGLE
UAW LOCAL struck, either offi=
cially or "unofficially™ against
its local contract,

In the steelworkers union, des=

= the ENA, the iron workers

deﬁed\ the no-strike pledge and
fought a bitter and militant strike
for many months, Hundreds of
examples of this new militancy
can be given, down to the small=
est strike; like the Essex workers
in Indiana,
=~THIS NEW OFFENSIVE IS

. POLITICAL AND SOCIAL

Gone are the days when people

could pretend that US workers
were just intsrested in "trade
union " questions, The struggle
of the miners defiaitively proves
that the strumg}ﬁ of the eatire
working class is a political and
social struggle== for the rights
of the working class,

The bourgeoisie did not send
Carter into the White House to
blubber about "human rights" by
accident, It was a conscious
maneuver of 1mpenal1sm to try
to prove that IT is defending
democracy ia this coiintry, uot
the working class, which they
now call "un*democratic. 2

But the minerss struggle has
proveu that any struggle of the

q ng class Ior
the right to strike, to control
working conditions, to a deceat
living, confronts the capitalist
govemment and its police,

The miners have the support
of the working class because this
political and social struggle has
been made ciear, In opposition
to their fight for basic rights the
Carter government has responded,
not with "human rights,” but
with mass arrests and a vast prop™
aganda campaign designed to
brand workers as criminals and to
tlame them for the "energy
crisis” and layoffs,

‘®Cheap coal," i,e, SCAB coal
is at the center of Carter's
"energy policy,™ To implement

ts basic

‘this policy he must try to smash

the UMW,

But the situation of the miners
vis=a=vis Carter is only am ex=
tension of the situation of the
entire working class,

For capitalism to survive, the
working class must be smashed,
This applies to every worker,
The miners have proven that only
a political sttuggle against this
government can bring victory,
==A NEW LEADERSHIP IS NEEDED

This strike represent the end of
the road for Arnold Miller,
Whether or not he continues in
office he has proven to be totally

‘unable to control the mobilization

of the miners, This revoilt against

Miller signals a new stage ia the
rebellion of the working class
against its present trade union
leadership, agents of the Demo=
cratic Party inside the working
class,

Miller came into office in 1973
on the basis,of an upsurge of a
new generation of youing miners
who were determined to throw ont
the corrupt, murdering Boyie
regime, Miller, with the aid of
the liberal wing of the bourgeoi”

i o hi‘- o

O

sie, was elected as a "reform”™

‘candidate to stop this mobiliza=

tion, Many young workers had

-i1lusions in him,

But these illusions are finished
today., The Miller regime pro=
ceeded to break strikes for the
next four years and was totally
unable to satisfy the demands of
the miners, The reformist,
"liberal® solution has exposed
irself to an important section of
the working class,

This was proven with the
Sadlowski fiasco last year, In
hopes of finding another Miller,
the Stalinists, centrists and 1ib=
era]s supported Sadlowski, who

fu-ct ., aise 0

most m111tant young workers in
steel,

A search for a new leadership
is underway, A search that is
not just a "trade union™ question
either, Tt is part of the political
break of the working class from
the Democratic Party and its
search for a new party and leade:=
ship for its struggles,
=<-THE FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENT
ORGANIZATION EXPRESSES THIS

The rapid development in the
miners strike of independent
organizations of the workers ex-
presses this attempt to break from
the bureaucracy, The deveiop=
ment of mass pickets, roving
caravans, workers defense guards
and strike committees are the
concrete manifestations of this
new stage in the offensive of the

Y working class,

~ These mass organizations are
the road forward, They represent
the fact than an important section
of the working class has realized
that NOTHING will come out of
this bursaucracy, Democratic
Party or capitalist government and
and if the workess are to succeed
they must build their own organi=
zations, independent from the
bureaucrats and the state,

The young miner from Steamns
who told us;"wWe need ONE MASS
UNION that covers every industry
with committees in steel, -auto -
and the mines; everywhere, to <
pull out all the workers and really
cripple the economy, * wasn®
talking about a union led by
Arnold Miller, Doug Fraser, or
McBride,
==THE STALINIST AND
CENTRISTS ARE AFRAID OF THIS
MOBILIZA TION

The miners strike has also
proven that NOTHING will come
from the Stalinists of the Ameri=
can Communist Party or the
pseudo=revoiutionary centrists led

by the Socialist Workers Party,

THEY supported Arnold Miller

"in 1973, THEY called striking

miners who burnéd their contract
in 1974 "an~democratic” and
"ultra=ieft,” THEY were the
backbone of Ed Sadlowski, who
has now disappeared,

They have been constantly an
OBSTACLE to every mobilization
of the miners, offering nothing
but abstract pleas for "soiidarity”
or ":esolutions of support, ™

None of this is accidental be=
cause, verbiage aside, they both
pla v a fundamental role in keep=
mg the Demoecratic Party intact,
in keeping the trade uaion bur=
eaucracy alive through their re=

7l Fe e .ri L2 s W ! ( D

[ndaes ,' 1 de llu

Or throuch their fal:e soluti:n:,
traps for the working class, such
as the "anti'monopoly people's
party" of the CP or a "labor
party® lzd by Harry Patrick, as
the SWP proposes,
==A SOLUTION WILL NOT COME
SPONTANEOUSLY

Because of the treachery of
these leaders many workers haves
drawn the conclusion that their
struggles can win without any
organized leadership, That
militancy is enough,

This is a key question for the
American revoiution and for the
futare of the miners struggle,
The revolution will not be made
spontaneowsly, A decisive victory
will not occur spontaneously,

A leadenhip is needed, A
combat party of the American
working class like the party which
1ed the Russian working ciass to
victory in 1917 is'needed, The
miners and the vanguard of the
working class must join the
fight to build their party of class
independence, the WORKERS
PARTY, US Section of the Fourth
International,
=-THIS PARTY WON'T BE BUILT
SPONTANEOUSLY EITHER

We cannot just "call™ for this
party and hope that it will be
built, It must be built in the
mobilization of the workers, It
must respond to their best hopes
and be able to lead,

We think that first of all this
means a struggle to strengthen
and develop the mass organiza=
tions of the miners and other
workers,; This means the con~
struction of independent strike
committees in the mines, demo=
cratically elected by the miners
on the basis of a program of in=
dependence from the bureau=
cracy, the state and the Demo=
cratic Party, These strike comm=
ittees must-be centralized on a
national level and take tne strike

oIdcy 1N

s onlya

cout of the hands of Miller,

This Central Strike Committee
must coo rdinate the work in de=
fense of the strike and the forma=
tion of armed picket squads to
protect strikers, These squads
must coordinate the shutting down
of scab coal and dzlsgations to
engage the practical support of
other unions,

In the UAW, workers must fight
for a NATIONAL ASSEMBLY of
the UAW to discuss how to aid |
miners strike, how to defend the—
miners,

In this struggle the revolution=
aries must be ragrouped to win
LEADERSHIP of the unions, to
throw out the bureaucrats and
turn the unions into weapons of

- all workers and oppressed,

==THIS PARTY IS THE PARTY
OF WORKERS DEMOCRACY

But the fight to build our party
goes beyond this, It is ceatral=
ized ia an orientation which
expresses the most fundamental
agpirations of the eatire working
class and oppressed, This orien=
tation is the fight for Workess
Democracy,

On every level of the class
struggle, invevery action, every
strike, in every discussion of

. "What to do next?" révolution=

aries must take the leadership

in fighting for the DEMOCRACY
OF THE WORKING CLASS== as-a_
political struggle to show that it
is the working class and its party
that is the o*ﬂy defende; of demo=

PITE i:1iS CO: !'t ) \ -
WORKERS gv -3\*"
that can make this democracy
siicceed,

==THE TROTSKYIST ORGANI=

- ZATION LEADS THIS FIGHT

The buck stops here, Out job
is not to give good advice,
"betrer® than otaers, Our task is
to construct this party== politi=
cally and organizationally in this
offensive and to forge a leadership
for this offensive,

In the last months this fight has
reached a new level in the devel-
opment of the Revolutionary
Worker Youth, our weapon ia the
construction of the party in the
US, This growth has taken place
on the basis of this flght for
Workers Democracy in the .m1ons.
above all in the UAW,

In fact, the real stake oi the
miners struggle is linked to this
fight. we have begun, How to
develop a mass mobilization of
the working class for its own
democracy and how to build the
leadership of this democracy,
the party, in this mobilization?

By centralizing the entire
combat of the Americaa working
class into a mobilization for its -
own DEMOCRACY against the
rotten "human rights” of Carter,
To develop a mobilization for
the workers Government in the
Us,

This is why we have proposer
to the young workers in the RW.__
and to the working class as a
whole to undertake a mass mobil=
ization against the reactionary,
anti=working ciass S,1437 Biil,

We think that young miness
and autoworkers will understand
this fight against §,1437 as a way
to bring victory to their struggles,
As a way to unite and unde:=
take the single most important
task in front of us== the con=
struciion of the party of the
socialist revolution, the Fourth
International, in the US,
February 8, 1978



“An open letter to Hector

Dear Comrade:

A Committee to Free Soldier
Santiago Alegria Sanchez was
formed on February 5, 1978 at

the initiative of the Revolution= *

ary Worker Youth, We are
writing this letter to ask you to
join this-committee and help us
build a campaign to free our
comrade, Santiago Alegria,
Santiago Alegria, a soldier
who in civilian life was a mem=
ber of the Partido Obrero Revolu=
_ cionario de Espana (Section of
~ ~he Fourth International), was at
% st accused of "robbery of armss
“gnd ™terrorism™ and is now ac-
cused of belonging to an ®illegal
organization which has the goal
of creating a planned socialist
economy™,

The Francoist government of
Spain was forced 5y the mobili=
zation of the workers against this
attack to drop the charge of rob=
bery and to release other com=
rades of the PORE who were arres=
ted, This is a viciory for us and
the Spanish working class,

Bat, Santiago, who is twenty=
one-years oid, has been tortured
and remains in military prison,
A1l of the soldiers have been
cieared out of his base and the
head officer resigned in protest
of the treatment Alegria received!

The Committee has planned
demonstrations for the day {not -
yet announced) Alegria goes to
trial, The Committee demanded
along with his freedom that all
judicial proceedings be stopped
to stop the provocation against

tes,
of the Socialis

ist Workers Party and
Young Socialist Alliance to join
the Committee and participate
in this international campaign,
So far, we haven®t heard anything
but are pursuing the request,

We are asking you in-particular
to join the Committee because of
your own case, which includes

~ the same false accusations of
“terrorism®” and "conspiracy®.
At the request of the Commitiee
that is defending you, we sent a
letter to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service and a
copy to you demanding that you
be given asylum and that all
charges against you in Mexico
be dropped,

The United States government
is conspiring with the Mexican

~bourgeoisie against you, An ex-
ample of this is that your bail is
set at ten times the normal
amoimt for those accused of "il=
legal entry, "

This coilaboration between the

. Mexican and Carter governments
.is but one instance in a growing
and organized campaign of the
capitalists against “terrorism,
-Did you know that recently in
Europe, the bourgeois govern=
ments created a "European Con=
yention for the Repression of
~rrorsim?® This Convention
'v@ agreed to deny anybody accu=
sed of ®terrorism" the right to
political asylum in their coun™
tries, This new tactic of the cap~
italists"is designed to excuse the
,most brutal repression of the
working ciass and its vanguard,

In line with this provocation
against the workers and their
vanguard, the United States
government has its own cam=
paign, It takes the form of Car=

_ter' assertion that the largest
~ * imperialist power in the world is
in reality a defender of "human

“PORE and all anti-Francoist par=.

rights, ™ X

Carter's "human rights” govemn=
ment is now pushing through Con=
gress the revision of the Federal
Criminal Code, Senate Bill 1437,
These new laws would make ‘a
striking worker a COMMON CRI=
MINAL, : :

The government biames the
energy shortage on the miner®
strike, It blames striking work=
ers Tor umnempl oyment and infla=
tion, The couris have given the
Nazis the right to carcy out their
attacks on the working class, but
calls workers leaders "criminals, *

This is why we think it is ne=
cessary to fully expose the lie of
Carter's "human rights,” The
fight for Worker's Democracy is
the alternative for the American
working class and it can smash
the bourgeoisie® attack on the
workers, on Santiago Alegria and
on you,

In Spain, Alegria is not in
prison because he is a "robber"
or "terrorist”; he is in prison be=
cause of the struggle of the PORE
for a Workers Cortes and the
Workers Government, He's in
prison because the PORE demands
legalization based on the Statutes
of the Fourth International and
based on its present fight to organ=
ize the Spanish working class for
its own government,

We think that the Pzogram of

“the Fourth International is the best/

offensive weapon we have,

1978, page 21): "I know that

many people who join the SWP or

YSA are fimt attracted by their
position on some issue or their
.work in some arena of the class
struggle, But that wasn®t true in
my case, What atiracted me to
the socialist movement was the
program of Trotskyism as a whole,
because it brought together many
positions I already held, although
T hadn’t fully thought them
through, "

We are convinced that precise=
1y what caused you to join the
SWP == the Program of the Fourth
International, == is what will con~
vince thousands of youth to reject
the capitalist®s "human rights"
campaign and its attack on the
workers,

That is why we think that the
fight to defend Santiago Alegria
is part of your defense also, This
is why the Revolutionary Youth In=
temational has made this
fight the first step in a broad in=
ternational campaign of initia-
tives against the repression of the
bourgeoisie and the bureaucrats,
against the Europe of hangmen,

You know as well as we do that
there are plenty of hangmen in the
the Two Americas as well, That
your best defense is to unite with
the fighting youth around the
world to stop this repression of the
old order and to win our demo=
cracy, Workers Democracy,

Once again, we urge you to
join and give your suppoit to this
Comimittee as a way of aiding your
your own struggle against imper=
ialism,

With Comradely greetings,

Ann Nelson, for the US Com=
miitee to Fiee Soldier Santi=
ago Alegria

* than fo
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herself into the democratic com=
munity, ™ Spain is at the center
of the preoccupations of the inter=
national bourgeoisie and the
Stalinist apparatus who want to

prevent the outbreak of the Span=

ish revolution in the name of a
pretended evolution towards "de=
mocracy, "

The centrists, from the SWP to
the Spartacist League, capitulate
to Carter's "human rights” cam=
paign, This explains their silence
or refusal to defend our party and
comrades in Spain, To defend
our party, to explain the re=
pression in "democratic® Soain,
to explain why our party remains
illegal, would demand a confron=
tation with the myth of Spanish
democracy, with the myth of a
»peaceful road to socialism, "

"~ Everyone of these pseudo=irevo~
lutionaries, including the Sparta=-
cist League called for participa=
tion in the "democratic® farce of
the elections to the monarchy"s
Cortes last summer, So “"demo~
cratic® and part of the "evolution
towards democracy™ were these
Cortes that the monarchy has al=

tion:

Not a single major law govern=
ing Spanish society has come from
these "Coites”! The country is
still ruled by decree, obtained
by cooperation outside of the
Cortes between the working class
parties and the monarcihy, The
Moncioa Pact, the governing law
in Spain-today, is precisely a
DECREE, having nothing to do
with this "democratic” Cortes,

Let these centrists babble all
they want about "human rights”
and how they oppose Carter, But
in practice, in the US, in Spain
and throughout the world, THEY
SUPPORT EVERY SINGLE-MAN=

= - 5 TRUTH 2H00B

Marroquin

PAGE 3

~ SANTIAGO ALEGRIA

EUVER OF THIS "HUMAN
RIGHTS" CAMPAIGN, Everyone
of them passed Carter's test for
“legality™ in Spain =* participa=
+ion in this "human rights™ Cor=
tes,

This explains their zilence,
They would all be legal in Spain,
while our party is not, They do
not want to expiain this to the
American working class which -
is already beginning to distrust

their backhanded support to
"human rights” in the United
States, -

From this flows the slanders,
This is the Stalinist half of "hu-
man righis, ™ centralized today
at ths Belgrade Conference, For
several years now the centrists in
the US have given their compli=,
cit support to a Stalinist cam=
paign of provocation organized
by the French OCI against our
party, in particular against our
comrade, Michel Varga,

Now that the Spanish bourge=
oisie is organizing a provocation
acainst us, accusing us of being
"terrorists,” now that the Stalin-
s have begun a campaignin
Tope to "drive the terrorists out
of the factories,” the ceatrists
have taken the baton from them,
Slander is the only weapon they
have,

~  Thus, a-militant of the SWP

in Detroit can say that we are
part of "The Vargaite inter=
national of spies and lunatics, "
Thus, the Spartacist League can
talk about our "lack of credibi-
Iity" and insinuate that the
arrests of our militants were pro=
voked by us,

But we have not given up on
these people, The fight to
build this Committee and develop
this campaign is still open to all
organizations of the working class,

" Itis a ficht against this entd

Militants of the SWP/YSA above
all must fight inside their organ=
ization for an horest response to
this campaign, Despite all of
our differences there is still no
HONEST REASON in the world
why our organizations cannot
unite in common defense of revo=
lutionaries in Spain, victimized
by repression, and for the legali™
zation of our party and all anti=
Francoist parties in Spain,

There is no honest reason in the
the world because this campaign
is not just our affair, not just the
defense of our party, The young
miners who sent greetings to the
Committee saw this when they
said that they solidarized them=
selves with "Everyone who has
felt the billy club against their
throats, "

This is the fight unleashed by
this Committee== to centralize
the mobilization of the working
class youth throughout the world
against the policemen of the
world=~ the bourgeoisie and the
bureaucrats, A fight which can
start with the defense of soldier
Santiago Alegria but should not
end there, -

counterrevolutionary plot of
"human rights," the European
Convention for the Repression of
Terrorism, S,1437, the police

terror in Latin America, A fight
that any working class fighter and
militant can join,

The Committee to Free Soldier
Santiago Alegria has just begun
its work in the US, Signatures,
endorsements, messages of support
and financial support is still need=
ed, We will continue our fight
for all working class organizations
to support it, If you wish to join
the Committee or aid in its work
or want further information please
contact;

Committee to Free Soldier

Santiago Alegria

\Room 536
1553 Woodward

Detroit, Ml 48201
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W e are reprinting an article which originally ap=
peared in LA AURORA, the newspaper of the PORE,
Spanish section of the Fourth International, Even
though it concerns political questions in Spain
and is an attack against the policy of a Spanish
organization which falsely claims to rapresent the
Fourth International, the LCR, (the Spanish com=

rades of the US Socialist Workers Party,) we think
it is of interest to American readers,

position, especially during the
wave after the assassinations of-
the workers in Euzkadi,

But obvioisly the Pabloites do
not claim to change history but
to comment on it and the neces=
3ity to find a place for Mandel,
next to Carrillo and Co, in the -
capitalist order,

volutionaries, bourgeois Parlia=
ment is only the smokescieen
through which they hids the =
preparations for a fascist coup, -
and the only way to avoid

"Pinochets” is to crush them
through the means of the armed
insurrection and the proletarian
revolution,

tion, "And now, what?" a few
days after the elections proposed
the formation of a "united work=
ers bloc inside the Cortes” as well
that "the principal task of all

the working class Deputies and
Senators and the parties which
they belong to is to demand the

W

Ny things, e orgamz-

In the framework of the campaign proposed by
the RYI to defend our comrades imprisoned in”
Spain, many young workers have expressed shock
none of the organizations
in the US whieh also claim to represent the Fourth

at the fact that to date,

tion,
to do so,

International have given their active participa=
even though we have repeatedly urged them

This article should help make clear that this
To defend our comrades
in Spain, to fight for the legalization of our party

shouldn®t be shocking,

would require some explanation,

An explanatlon

that these organizations are not able to give,
To explaln why some people who claim to be

Trotskyists in Spain are legal,
To explain why some"Trotskyists"

not,

while others are
are free,

while militants of our party are in prison, To

explain why some "Trotskyists"

are invited to the

cocktail parties and Congresses of the Spanish

Communist Party,
CP=coatroiled unions,

while others are expelled from
-To explain why the PORE

is revolutionary and why the LCR is net,
A good example of this isc the full page in the

MILITANT, February 10,
ists in Spain, "
of these "Trotskyists, "
became "legal, "

entitled "10,000 Trotsky=
But not a word about the policy .

Not a word about how they

Not a word about how they ob-

tained all those posts in the trade unions that they

brag about,

And not a word about the Trotskylsts who remain
silent about the repression of revolutionaries,
But silence will neither hide the policy of the

immediate application of the

RECENT DEMONSTRATION OF PORE IN BARCELONA ~

LCR, not the teal policy of the Fourth Internation=
al, in Spain, or in the US, It is an illusion to : . =
thfnk so? ’ s With these glorious precedents,

February 8, 1978

By EMILIO ROCA

In the balance sheet drawn by
the PORE of the struggle for the
Acnve Boycott of r.he elecuons

tions which called for participa=
tion in the elections necessarily
placed themselves in a dynamic
that would lead them to submit
to the resulting Cortes, In
other words, that this would
force them to try to enclose the
workers struggles within these
Francoist Cortes, Every day
this is more and more clearly
the case with the LCR, It ap*~
pears in its positions as well as
i{n its actual practice, - The key
formula of this "policy® is its
petition for a "united workers
bloc™ to be formed inside the
present Cortes,

THE LCR IN THE JUNE ELEC'
TIONS

For many months the leader=
ship of the LCR had doubts con=
cerning what position to take
with respect to the elections con®
voked by the Monarchy for June
15th, it was not to happen, as
with the Referendum, that in the
end all the organizations claim=
ing to represent the working class
were obliged, by the mobiliza=
tion of the workers and the con=
tinual fight of the PORE, to call
for an "abstention, "

Finally, the leadership of the
LCR, following the apparatuses,
decided to participate in the
elections, But like the centrist

~ leadership which it is, it took

the form where they would be
the least compromised: dissol™
ving themselves into an elector=
al alliance which could be used
to justify the fact that "we could
not put forward our entire pro=
gram, " It should be recognized
that the participation of the
POUM in the FUT /the elector=
al alliance == TRUTH/ was sys~
tematically kept silent in IN-
PRECOR (the officious organ of
the Mandelite tendency) and by

. m

the other organizations of the
"United” Secretariat; the Pablo-
ite leaders did not feel very
uch-at-ease; -~ os e
~ And since the program of the
FUT denied the revolutionary
response to the elections, name=
1y, denied the struggle for the
Active Boycott as part of the
fight for the general strike to
overthrow the Monarchy and be=
gin the proletarian revolution,
there is not a single word about
the necessity to finish with the
Francoist Monarchy, to organize
the general strike (of which the
Pabloites still talk about on holi=
days) beginning with the mobili=
zations already underway (like °
in construction or in Euzkadi, or
earlier, Roca), to establish a
Workers and Pzasants Govern=
ment based on workers councils,
por anything about the fight in
defense of the Polish workers and
Eastern Europe for the Socialist
United States of Europe, Obvi=
ously, there was not a single
attack against the SCP (Com=~
munist Party) or PSOE (Social=
ist Party) nor concerning the
other participants; commonal=
ity of interests obliged them,
The faction of the LC ready
to fuse with the LCR today af<
firms that the struggle for the
Active Boycott was "condem*=
ned from the beginning, * But
this is a necessary falsification
to justify its present path, And
we can affirm that this is a falsi-
fication without waiting for the
appearance of a book like,
"SEAT: the Model Factory of
the Regime™ which came out in
the last weeks which showed that
the struggle waged by the PORE
to unleash the General Strike be=
ginning with SEAT at the end of
1974 was a victory, as the his=

‘tory of Spain, Portugal as well as

all of Europe since then has con=
firmed, In fact, the resoiute
fight of the PORE from the time
of the Referendum for the Active
Boycott was at the point of for=
cing everyone to change their

e
* elections whose -objective was to

h at p;.rticipatmn mtﬁese

try to impose the continuity of
Francoism by reinforcing the Mon*
archy and capitalism through the
means of the demobilization of
the workers demanded;

==THE RENUNCIATION OF ANY~-
THING WHICH COULD RESEM=
BLE A WORKING CLASS*PRO=
GRAM, since the working class
solution was precisely thestruggle
to prevent the elections through
the means of the general mobili=
zation of the proletariat and the
masses, Flowing from this, the
position of those who, in the
LCR, consider that it was "tacti=
cally correct® to pasticipate in
the elections, but who regret the
absence of a workers program, is
totally without meaning,

==TO CREATE ILLUSIONS IN
THE RESULTS OF THE ELEC*~
TIONS, that is, in the Mon=
archy's Cortes, In fact, the de=
cided fight against the bourgeois
Cortes would imply a denuncia=
tion of its origin, that is, would
imply attacking the participation
of the LCR in these very elections,
It is not therefore strange that
the leadership of the LCR im*=
mediately tried to place the
working class and the masses in
the shadow of the Francomt Cor=
tes,

THE LCR, INTO THE MON-
ARCHY'S CORTES

A section of the workers voted
with illusions that the SCP and-
the PSOE could solve their pro=
blems in the Cortes, The PORE
energetically fought these illu=
sions, before, during and since
the elections, which in practice
no longer exist today,
~The leadership of the LCR, on
the contrary, immediately tried
to reinforce the illusions in the
Cortes, Already in its declara=

: ‘and the most urgent
dernocratic demands posed by
those who voted for them™”
(COMBATE, #77), In other
words, that the leadership of the
LCR clearly took a position of
accepting its maneuvers and in=
stitutions, in place of fighting
them, THIS IS THE CENTRAL
AXIS OF THE POLICY OF GROW=
ING CAPITULATION ADOPTED
BY THE LEADERSHIP OF THE
LCR.

THE LCR, FROM THE CONSTI-
TUENT ASSEMBLY TO THE RE=
FORM OF THE CONSTITUTION
BY SOLE TURA

The arttitude of the Pabloites
to the Constitution isa goocl ex=
ample of this, A long time ago
the LCR "fought" for a Constiti
ent Cortes that would bury Fran=
coism, With its participation in
the elections the Mgnarchy’s
Cortes has been converted by the
LCR into this so=called "Consti=
tuent Cortes, " laying aside for=
ever the part about burying
Francoism,

Thus, Jaime Pastor in COM=
BATE #81 affirms that the
"battle for the Constitution to re=
flect all the demands put forward
by the population in the last
years, ,, is an essential task that
must be taken up by the entire=
ty of the workers movement,
forcing its representatives in the
Cortes to form a common bloc¢ in
face of the UCD_/bourgeois
party == TRUTH/, " Just so there
wouldn't be any doubt, the Pab=
loite leader finishes the article
saying that "the best way to
ward off the Pinochets” is "to
base oneself on the united action
of the workers and in’its ‘echo’
in the Parliament in order to
impose the most democratic
possible Constitution, ® That is,
Pastor opens up a second trench, , .
on the bourgeois side, But for re=

it is not strange to discover their
attitudes towards the latest reve=
lations concerning the elabora=
tion of the Constitution, The
latest COMBATE #88 is dedica=

ted to promsigg to 301e Tura and

Pages baLleadem
in ouésvi?mm J that
‘they elaborate a new draft of the

lConsntunon which, this time,

"will serve to deepen democracy
and not to restrict it, ™ And for
such illustrious "workers repre=

~ sentatives, ™ they offer the "Con=

stitutional Basis approvad by the

Central Committee of the LCR

at its September meeting” which
until now has been kept secret,

- probably waiting for an occasion

like now, That is, in hope oi
throwing a coat over the eyes of .
the workers who see in this anti=
working class and anti=democra=
tic Constitution one more reason
to-break with the Cortes and the
Monarchy,

THE "ALTERNATIVE® TO
POWER OF THE LCR

In the early 70% the LCR spoke
of a "Government of the Workers™
concretized a little later as
»formed by organizations which

“stand for the overthrow of the

dictatorship” as the alternative
to the power of the Franco dicta=
torship, In its'Third Congress
during 1976 and after the death of
Franco, the LCR passed to "fight= =
ing” for the Republic (bourgeois,
we should add, since the Pablo=
ites always forget to ) and a few
months later they began to speak
of a "SCP=PSOE Government, ™
This evolution, each time -
more to the right, of formulas v
tions against the necessity of
creating a Workers and Peasants
Government based on the workers
councils which the PORE fights
for, is interesting because it
clearly shows a typical charac~
teristic of centrism: when the
revolution is still relatively far
they speak with a radical lan~
guage, when it comes closer and
becomes on the order of the day,
they turn around and place them=
selves in the shadow of the ap®
paratuses,
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But the participation in the
elections and the consequent sub-
‘mission to the Cortes has clari=
fied the capitulation of the LCR
on this terrain which every day
becomes more and more elector=
alist and criminal, Thus, the

‘already mentioned "And now,

N

what?" says that what is neces~
sary is a "PSOE=PCE=PSP Govern<
ment because it gained the ma=
" jority of votes without saying
how this so=called government is
going to be 1mpose§ and pro=
poses a "popular plebs:ne over
the form of the State™ in oxder
to win the Republic, In Cata=
lunya things are even clearer, a
PSOE=PSC=PSUC Government as
the result of the massive voie
that "next to the mass imobviliza=
tion will give all necessary sup~
port to build a sovereign Gene=
ralitat capable of defending the
workers of Catalunya on all ter=
rains,” (COMBATE, #1717, page
34 And previous COMBATES

79 and #87 for example) con=

cretize this road to follow in the .

entire state to win such a marve=
lous government; the formation
and strengthening of “a united
workers bloc in the Cortes™ and
the immediate convocation of
municipal elections,

It is clear that for the leader=
ship of the LCR "the defense of
the interests of the workers on all
terrains®™ is to be found in the

-hands of the PCE=PSUC=PSOE=

PSC (that is, in Stalinism and
Social Democracy, which have
many times demonstrated their
counterrevolutionary nature)

that besides, will be "won"
through the means of the utili=
zation and reform of the bouarge=
ois state, It is not therefore
strange to see Mandel, tne LCR
Lanat give advice 1o Carfﬂlo, =
Gonzalez,,, and inciuding

- Brezhnev, to be their gnardians,

o P
WO

This is one more expression of
their centrist character,

THE PRICE FOR THE LEGALIZA =
TION OF THE LCR

" The basis for this stepladder of
concessions by the LCR is foand
in its centrist nature, Many
times we have qualified Pablo=
ism as the political agent of
Stalinism inside the Fourth In~
ternational, But it is important
to see more concretely how the'
capitulation of the LCR is ac=
centuated in relation to the
problem that was taken up by
the elections: that of legahza"
tion,

The LCR, like everyone at the
beginning, demanded the uncon=
ditional legalization of all work=
ing class and popular organiza=
tions, But the Monarchy, with
the complicit support of Social
Democracy and Stalinism, be=
gan to pose conditions for legali=
zation, at the same time giving
a limit to the opportunists in
order to allow them to put across
their anti=working class policy,
The govemmment demanded the
respect of the Monarchy, the
army, the "unity of the nation, "
the existing order, The SCP, for
example, used this to facilitate
their policy of national unity,
forcing on its militants the flag
of Franco as "a tactical con™
cession inm order to come out of
the caves,

_ One after another, the centrist
groups acceded to the bourgeois

state, The'LCR did as well, not
only in the documents they pre=

sented, eliminating any refer~

ence to the Fourth International,
to the destruction of the bourge=

° u¢is state and to the dictatorship

of the proletariat, since this is
more than an “"astute taciic”

{what is the qualitative differ=
ence with the "tactical conces=
sion” of Carrillo?), as the mili-
tants of the LCR say., Above all
it was the practice of the LCR in
the workers mobilizations, de=
cisively aiding the PCE=PSUC in
ending workers struggles, like in
Roca or in construction, and the
attitude before the Cortes which
made Carrillo and Gonzalez
sponsors of the LCR in the gov=
emment, From this began the
attendance at the cocktail pars
ties of the CP, greetings to
meetings, invitations to Con=
gresses, sorne places in the
middle leadership of the Work=
ers Commissions, on bargaining
committees, letters from Mandel
to Carrillo, common defense
guards, etc,, which are all some
of the methods of the Stalinist
(and Social Democratic) appara™
tuses to court the Pabloite lead=
ers, After which, they can dis~
pense with them,

The LCR "conquered” its le=
gality not through a revolutionary
struggle among the masses but in -
"meetings among leaders, " nego™
tioations in the corridors, includ=
ing on the ministerial level,
That is, more and more sub=
mission to the apparatuses, espe=
cially the SCP and through this,
to the Monatchy and the bourge=
ois state, This helps one under=
stand the total and complicit
silence of the LCR in the face of
the prohibition of the PORE, sec=
tion of the Fourth International,

WORKERS CORTES AGAINST THE
*UNITED WORKERS BLOC IN THE
MONARCHY 'S CORTES"

The LCR has progressively adap=
ted o the electoral maneuvers and
~ the resulting Cortes of the Mon=
archy, the PORE, on the contrary,

has maintained and developed the
struggle for the independent and
revolutionary mobilization of the
masses. The alternative in the.
present situation is either to tie
the mobilization to the Mon=
archy's Cortes and seek particu=
iar alliances within it as a "solu=
tion" (this is the meaning of the
“united workers bloc" proposed
by the LCR) or to impulse tine in=
dependent mobilization for over=
throwing the Cortes-and open the
road to the révolution (this is the
meaning of the fight for the

Workers Cortes that is 1mpulsed
by the PORE),

The leadership of the LCR
once again calls the workers to
accept "the workers Deputies and
Senators™ as their spokesmen and
to leave the leadership of the
fight in the hands of the trade
union leaders, They try to re=
duce the masses to a pressure
group on Carrillo and Gonzales
so that they will do the opposite
of what they are doing, But in
this game it is the Pabloites who
are constantly capitulating, The
acceptance of the Moncloa Pact
as such, saying that it should not
be retroactive, is the latest ==
for now == example,

On the contrary, the PORE ex=
plains over and over again that
it is through the victorious re=
yolution that the treacherous par=
ties and their leaders, whether or
not in the Cortes, will be swept
away, It insists that only if the
workers themselves assume re~ -

- sponsibility for the fight, forming

committees in every factory, bus=
iness, community, and central=
ize them in a Workers Cortes,
will the Moncioa Pact be finish=
ed with, the Monarchy's Cortes
destroyed, and the working class
and the masses can finish with
exploitation and capitalist chaos,

- LA AURORA # 149

December 5, 1977

February 16th marks the 40ith an =
niversary of the death of our
comrade, Leon Sedov; Leon >
Trotsky's son, He was systema=
tically hunted down and mur=
dered by KGB. agents under
Stalin's command, Stalin, whose
jealous rage could not allow the °
existence of men of superior sta=
ture; of revolutionary integrity
and honor; men who refused to
compromise with the enemies of
the working class, If Trotsky was
the guiding spirit of the Fourth
International, continuator of Boi=
shevism, then Leon Sedov is sure=
1y the guiding spirit of the Revo=
lutionary Youth International,

At age 12, Leon Sedov added a
year to his age to be able to join
the Komsomol (Communist
Youth) of the USSR in the years
following the workers revolution
and in the transition from Tzar=
ism to a Workers Govemment,
fHe worked enthusiastically among
the young worksws, educating

their struggles, He wanted no
part of priviledge over any of his
working class comrades == he
refused to ride in a car with his
parents and preferred instead to
walk or use public transportation,
[He chose to live in a working
class youth hostel while a student
“{and loved the "Red Saturdays;”
days of "mobilizing laboi” to
clean snow from the streets or to
unload freight cars or days of
"liquidating” illiteracy, He did
not want to be “different™ or iso~
lated from the young workers,
Leon Sedov was poor all his
life and had to struggle all his
life, He devoted himself entire=
iy to the cause of the woxking
class, studyiag and practicing .
he art of making revolution,
Leon Sedov fnilowed Trotsky
and his mother into exile, Exile
imposed by Stalin, who in his

fpig" heart desired to stamp out

olshevism by exile and murder
f the revolutionaries who fought
o continue the struggle of Lenii,
eon gave himself completely to
the struggle to build organiza™~
tions of the Left Opposition of the
Communist International; dedica~
ted to defeating Stalinism and
continuing the fight for the
fworkers intectaational
frevolutionary party, a struggle
which reached fruition in 1938
with the founding of the Fourth
Intemnational, His sharp revolu=
tionary instinct and his forma=
tion a3 a workess leader as a
school boy enabled him to be=

r

. fcome the central representauve

of the Russian Opposition in the
nternational Secretariat of the
ourth International,

In the vears of exile, Leon
Sedov was Trotsky®s secretary,
guard and collaborator, Trotsky
wrote, "My son's name should
rightfully be place next to mine
on almost all my books since
1928, ™

He was well versed in methods
of secrecy, had grear courage and
a keen insight into the character
of men, He knew by heart the
teachings of the great revolution=
aries, from Marx to Lenin, He
knew well the history of the revo=
utionary party and the revolution

nd understood to the core of his

By BARBARA PUTNAM

them and providing leadership to

_ International and the Revoiution=

being the Stalinist s chool of fal=
sification,

In a certain sense, Trotsky's re=
lationship with his son foreshadow=
ed the relationship of the Fourth

ary Youth International, not like
father to son, but like comrades
fighting for the same cause,
Trotsky said of his collaborative

work with Leon; "Such collabora=
tion was made possible only be=
cause our ideological solidarity
had penetrated our very flesh and
blood, ., ™ and that it was "based
on something immeasurably -
greater than the bonds of blood ==
a solidarity of views and ap~
praisals, of sympathies and anti=
pathies, of joys and sorrows ex=
perienced together, of great hopes
we had in common,,," Leon
Sedov constantly renewed
Trotsky's faith in the coimmunist
future, And when he died,
Trotsky said that all that was
young in him died,

Stalin% assassins of the GPU
called Leon Sedov "synok™ or
"Little Son, " "The little son
does his work cleverly, The old
man wouldn't find it.so easy
without him, " they said, That
is the reason they stalked and
nunted him down like an animal
killing him slowly with slander

. and lies, -forcing themselves iito

the organizations of the Left Op=
position to poison the revolution=
ary youth,

Leon Sedov died at age 32, be=
fore he had had a chance to live
fully, He represents a generation
of young revolutionaries who
never had a chance, Their lives
were snuffed out by the Stalinists
before they could fully absorb:
the lessons of the revolution and
rebuild the international party to
lead the intemational working
ciass to power,

" Goodbye, Leon, goodbye dear
and incomparable friend, Your
mother and I never thought, never
expected that destiny would im=
pose on us the terrible task of
writing your obituary, We lived
in the firm coaviction that long
after we were gone you would be

- yourfinal victory, "

TERNATIONAL!

On the 40th anniversary of his
assassination

Leon Sedov belongs to
the revolutionary youth

.the continuer of our common

cause, But we were not able to

‘protect you, Goodbye, Leont

We bequeath your irreproach-
able memory to the younger

-generation of the workers of the
“world, You will rightly live in o=y
‘the hearts of all those who work,

suffer and struggle for a better
world, Revolutionary Youth of
all Countries! Accept from us the
memory of our Leon, adopt him
as your son = * he is worthy of it==
and let him henceforth partici=
pate invisibly in your battles,
since destiny has denied him the
happiness of participating in
(Leon Trot=
sky, from LEON SEDOV. SON,
FRIEND, FIGHTER = 1938)

In the dark hours following the
death of his dearly lovad son, the
future may have seemed dim and
murky to Trotsky, Only if you
were alive today, Leon and Leon
to see the results of your work!
What happened to Leon Sedov and
his generation will not be repeat=
edl

Today the imperialist govern=
ments across the world collabor=
ate to extinguish this generation
of revolutionaries, impossible to
do without the support from the
Stalinists who call us "terrorists, "
But you have placed a great
weapon in our hands, the World
Party and the Revolutionary
Youth Interaational, working side
by side as you did to defeat
Stalinism, pillar of the counter=
revolution, and lead our class to
power!

Our struggle today to free the
young vanguard of the proletar=
ian revolution and to avenge the
murder of our comrades, killed
{in the service of the working
class, is a fight to the finish with
Stalinist poisoners to bring about
the Socialist United States of
Europe,

Leon Sedov, you did not die
in vain, Your spirit lives in the
Revolutionary Youth Internation=
al,

PLACE TO THE YOUTH!
LONG LIVE THE RYI!
LONG LIVE THE FOURTH IN=

~
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~ On the third anniversary of

- THE TROTSKYIST ORGANIZATION OF THE USA

By MARGARET GUTTSHALL

Since 1968 millions and millions
of young people have rejected
this system and sought a way to
overthrow it, Yet very few of
them, even among the members
of the Revolutionary Youth Inter=
national who work with the Trot=
skyist Organization, have learned
that the Trotskyist Organization is
a product of this very struggle,
that it was founded in February
just three years ago to lead it to
victory, .

The Trotskyist Organization
wants to commemorate this anni=
versary by changing this situation,
by explaining its origins and, in
so doing, showing why IT, not
any of the other organizations, is
THE Trotskyist Organization:of
the USA,

-~ 1968 ==

The TO arose out of the combat
of young militants, international=
ly and in the United States, to
meet the demands of the revolu=
tion, to rise to the task of lead=
ing it, to take advantage of the
crisis of the bourgeoisie and Stal=
inism to lead their class to vic=
tory.

In 1968, youth across the world
rose up, many times in arms,
fighting for a future, for social~
ism, rejecting not just imperial=
ism, but also Stalinism and all
the so=cailed "Communist" Part=
~~1€es ass 0 1t, Th

were disgusted with the prospect
of a future without a job, medi-
ocre and decaying schools, the
terrific repression, the bloody
war against the Vietnamese ==
all supported, openly or tacit™
1y, by the "Socialist” and "Com=
munist™ "leaders” of the working
class, Youth in France and
Czechoslovakia went the farthest
in this uprising, took o the
streets, built barricades, brought
the masses of workers out with
them and fought the bourgeois and
Stalinist politicians and police,

The International Committee
for the Reconstruction of the
Fourth International (1) fcught
to lead this struggle, It fought
to centralize it in a fight for the
Socialist United States of Europe,
as a first step in the construction
of the World Republic of Workers*
Councils, It fought for building
the World Party of the working
class as the only road to victory;
for the massive regroupment of
all youth who wanted these things
in the Revolutionary Youth Inter=
national, In shoit, it fought to

contriue Lenin and Trotsky®s fight
and win the young masses to this,
In this way it sought to regroup
the vanguard under its banner and
destroy all the organizations
which falsely claimed to represent
the Fourth International and, in
so doing, disoriented the youth
and strengthened Stalinism,
These organizations, regrouped
largely in and around the United
Secretariat led by Ernest Mandel
and among which was the Social=

treme left,™ as if Stalinists and
Trotskyist were part of the same
family, the Latter just to the
'leﬁ. " 5,

The International Committee
went far in this struggle, It
brought together youth from ac=
T0ss West and East Europe, from
fascist Spain to Stalinist domina=
ted Poland, It ceached a high

“point with rallies of 10, 000 and

5,000 in Bourget, France and
Essen, Germany,

THE INTERNA TIONAL LEA GUE

In 1972 the most class=con™
scious leaders and militants of the
International Committee were
forced to begin to regroup them™
selves within an Intemational
Faction for the Maintenance and
Develop:nent of the International
Committee, In the face of the
rising revolution and counterrevo=
lution, then being openly-prepared
by Nixon and Brezhnev, the maj=~
ority of the old leadership, made
up mostly of the leaderships of
the British Workers Revolutionary
Party and the French Organisation
Communist Internationaliste, cap~
itulated, It refused to take for=
ward the construction of the Rev=
oiutionary Youth International as
a mass independent organization
of revolutionary youth and then
began to attempt to destroy the
Intemational CQmmitt_gQ_LtS

ey The Intemnational Faction, bas=

ing itself not only on the long
experience of the International
Committee, but especially on it
experience since 1968, drew a
balance sheet of this struggle,

It concluded that while the Inter~
national Committee had indeed
continued the FI% struggle, it had
not itself fully assimilated the
necessity of constructing the
WORLD PARTY of the socialist
revolution, of forging the politi=
cal and practical unity of the pro=
letariat in the capitalist countries
-and the countries of the socialist
conguests in its daily struggles,
This was most sharply expressed
in its failure to establish a real
int>tnational center, It function=
ed largely as a federation.

Only with such a struggle could
the masses of youth dispersed by
the opportunists be regrouped in
the Revolutionary Youth Intema=
tional, the Fourth International
be rebuilt, and those who mas=
querade under its banner be des=
troved, The Faction founded the
International League/Rebuilder of
the Fourth International to carry
this task to completion,

It% not an accident that young
leaders of the Spanish, Morrocana
and newly=rebuilt East European
sections took the lead in this fight,
Their revolutionary, Leninist, and
Trotskyist convictions were based
not simply on what they'd Iearned
from books, but on the bitter ex=
perience of the defeat of the
Spanish and Hungarian revolutions
and years of fascist and Stalinist
rule, In this sense they represent=

ist Workers Party, refused to organ= ed'the highest consciousness of

ize young workers in the factories
for the Revolution, “They made
the Fourth International appear
before the working'class as a very
petty=bourgeois, very radical,
branch of Stalinism or Maoism,
They even spoke of themselves as
"1'extreme gauche™ or "the ex=

millions of proletarian youth who,
beginning in 1968, began to real=
ize that their own future was
UTTERLY incompatible with the
continued existence of imperial=
ism and Stalinism, ‘Whatever
doubts they may have had about
this were quickly dispelled.

*

_Shortly after they took up this

striuggle one section of theé old
IC leadership led by Lambert

of the French OCI, which had
become an agent of Stalinism,
opened up a campaign of sland=
er and physical attacks in order
to destroy them,

AMERICA

This international revolution=
ary uprising and the International
League's determined struggle to
meet its demands gave the impe=
tus to the foundation of the Trot=
skyist Organization in the United
Statss, the bastion of world im=
perialism.

Like their counterparts across
the world American youth rose up
against the old order, They hated
the government which so falsely
claimed to represent democracy,
opportunity, and wealth for all,
They hated the suppression of the
waorkers® strike, the viscious op=
pression of the masses of blacks,
the war in Vietnam, the corrup~
tion, They thought Stalinism no
alternative,

And like their counterparts
across the world, thousands drew
the conclusion that socialist
revolution was the solution, that
a revolutionary pariy was neces=
sary, They had seen their com=
rades protesting the war at the
1958 Chicago Democratic Paity. .

b eV

Convention beaten, the liberal
Democrats and UAW bureaucrats
stand by ; the Stalinists denounce
them as ultralefts, The Black
Panther Party was shot down, The
National Guard was called out
against the Teamsters.

And once again like their coun~
terparts across the world, thou=
sands turned to the only party
which claimed to be revolution~
ary, to carry on the tradition of
Lenin and Trotsky == the Social=
ist Workers Party, They were
stunned.to find a party that didn®t
look, talk, or act anything like
what they knew, both from their
own experiences and from Marx=
ist books, was necessary,

The SWPR, like its counterparts
across the world, actively cpnos=
ed organizing young workers,
struggling in the factories and
‘unions, for revolution, To a=
void a fundamental confrontation
with the Stalinists, bureaucrats,
and liberal bourgeois, where it
counted, the SWP clairmed stu=
dents were the vanguard, Simi=
iarly, it opposed the independent
mobilization and organization of
the working class against the war,
It fought any development of the

. revolutionary content of this strug~

gle, because it wanted to keep it
open to the liberal bourgeois and
Stalinists, This opportunist policy
allowed the Stalinists to walk off
with the movement and leave the
SWP at the tailend of the marches
chanting, "One point peace plan,
out now," -

But when young revolutionaries

%
o

It addressed itself to the masses of
workers, but it was extremely sec=
tarian toward the youth, especial=
1y those in other organizations
which claimed to be Trotskyist,

It achieved the opposite of what

it sought to achizve, It looked
like one more "left secs, "

So revolutionary youth went as
often to other organizations which
claimed to be to the left of the
SWP as they did to-the Workess
League, These organizations ==
like the International Socialists
or the Spartacist League == 00
proyed to have nothing to do with
revolution, Lenin, or Trotsky, so
the struggle continued, More
organizations were founded,

Others fadedaway, It was iso=
lated, trapped in the bordets of

turned away from the SWP, becausethe United States,

of the extreme political and orsan=

ization weakness of the Interna=<

"ONCE AGAIN

tional Committee in the US, they TH; INTERNATIONAL LEA GUE

had no obvious place to go,
While the American organiza=
tion, the Workers League, fought
for Trotskyism, it didn't really
appear as THE International be=
fors the American working class,

The IL/RFI opened up a poli=
tical combat within the A merican

-workers movement beginning in

1973, 1It%'clear and unequivocal

-fight to contizue the best tradi=

>

tions of the International Commit=
tee, to mobilize the masses for
the socialist revolution and the
construction of a WORLD party,
and in this way begin to truiy
differentiate the vanguard of the
working class, rebuild the Inter=
national and do away with all
the organizations which falsely -
claimed to represent it, aaswered
the problems before the American
workers* movement == the oppor=~

& tunism, all the different organiza=

tions, etc, It was like 2 beacon
of light in the dark, With this the
IL /RFMwon-its first recruits from
the American workers® movement
and founded the Trotskyist Organ=
ization of the USA to carry out its
fight, 2

It's not an accident that the
first militants to come forward ,
defend the IL/RFI' fight, and
finally join it, had been in the
forefront of the struggle in 1968
and the years that followed to
find the road to the construction
of the party to prepare the revo=
lution, They*d fought for the in=
dependent organization of auto=
workers, steelworkers, miners,
Teamsters, for the construction
of the world party, and finally,
for the defense of all the cong=
uests of the October Revolution
and the struggle of the Fourth
International itself, And they
fought the ieadership of SDS,

ists,~thie Revolutionary Socialist
League, They'd formed "TRUTH"
aiming to reconstruci the Iater=
national, :

Like their counterparts in Europe,

they too represented the hard=
iearned lessons of the struggles of
millions of youth,

WHY IS IT TROTSKYIST?

_The political struggle the I/
RFI waged, the place it took in
the class struggle as the continuer
of the International Committee,
the builder of the world party of
socialist revolution, was what
made and inakes its organization
in America the Trotskyist Qcgan=
ization, It continues the revoiu=
tionary struggle of the Communist
League of America, the Socialist
Workers Party, the American
Organization of the International
Committee,

Trotskyism is a program, the
program of the working class ==

- revolution, And it is the organ=

ization which fights for this pro=
gram, Only those who do so can
houestly claim this name as their
own,

. The Socialist Workers Party
claims to be for the Trotskyist
program, to be Trotskyist, But
for nearly 15 years it has claimed
that the socialist revoliéion is
not on the agenda in America,

It denies Trotskyism in practice,
In the last weeks it has begun
a concerted effort to prove to its
ranks that it is indeed Trotskyist,
But it hasn® made a political
fight to do this, It hasn’t spoken

- of what the essense of Trotskyism

is and tried to show why it and
no others continued it, >
Instead its opened up a sort of
public relations campaign, Madi=
son Avenue type thing, using its
name, the names of some of its
membezs who were in the SWP
when it was Trotskyist, and stories

«

e

S e -~ the SWP, the International Social~



/the TO Wids founded, In fact.

about the SWP whem#t was T rotsl%y"
ist, But all the Madison Avenue

3 1n the world won®t change the
Spolitics of the SWP and that's

vqhat counts,

SIGNIFICANCE

The foundisg of the Trotskyist
Organization was a great step for=
ward for the international working
class, American militants brought

_the strengths and weaknesses of the
class struggle in America to the
International and it signified a new
unity of the proletariat against im=

erialism and Stalinism, For the
first time in years militants from
the bastion of imperialism and the
countries of the socialist conquests
were truly united in ong world
party,

Most importantly it brought an
end to the period'of great isola=
tion of-the American working class,
¢ ~zriod when each new mobiliza=
tion brought more new organiza~

tions, In fact, not one new organ= -

ization falsely claimin~ to be
Trotskyist has been formed since

The founding of the TO opeaed
up the period of the political re=
groupment of the vanguard of the
working class, of the construction
of the Revolutionary Youth Inter=
national, Circles of Revolutionary
Young workers began to be formed
in the factories, For the first time
in years youngrworkers began to
be formed as Marxlsts tolead their
class to power,

VICTORY
The Intemnational League won

the first stage of its baitle, In late
1975 the Revolutionary Youth Inter=

national was fouanded and in January

of 1976 the Fourth International was
rebuilt, The Trotskyist Organiza=
tion played an important role in

~ this struggle through the founding
of the Revolutionary Young
Workers of the USA, the political
struggle it opened up against the
SWP leadership, and its full par=

. ticipation in the International Con=
ference which decided to pro=
claim the Intemnational rebuilt,

Today the Troiskyist Organiza=

tion is still fighting to regroup
the vangaurd of the working class
in the US through the construction
of the RYI, The outcome of this
struggle is decisive, On this will
depend whether the current revo=

““lutionary struggle of the American

7 working class is victorious or

crushed,

Every young worker who wants
a revolution should seriously con=
sider this question, His place is
in the Trotskyist Organization,

And every young worker or
militant who thinks his organiza=
tion is the Trotskyist Organization
shouid think about this too,

What is its policy? What place
has it taken in the class struggle?

Answering these questions can’t
be taken lightly, Truth makes
all the difference for the working
class,

i

A Chrysler workers as

The problam of fascism and its
appearance in all the major
cities in the United States occu=
pics the attention of the entire
workers movement, This fact
alone shows that American work=
ers are rapidly being drawn into
the political arena == especially
the most oppressed layers of the
class, The brutal reality of fas=
cism has given woirkers every=
where a reason-to debate openly
all the most important questions
of the socialist revolution, ——

Of particular interest to this
debate is an articie in the Feb,
10, 1978 issue of the MILITANT,
newspaper of the Socialist Work=
e1s Party, Though the SWP oice
called for "free speech for fas=
cists™ suppos:dly as a tactic to
defend democratic rights, the
MILITANT article now characi=
erizes this demand as "abstract,”
a retreat from their prevxous pos=
ition,

But we disagree, Tth debate
gets to the heart of the class
struggle in the United States,
The question constantly asked by
workers in one form or another,
can capitalist or bourgeois de~
mocracy defend workerni“gﬁts.
can.be answered very ciearly in
relation to the fascists,

Here, we must ask a question

of the Socialist Workers Party in
order to make the stake of the
debate ciear to all, !

Time and time again the SWP
has called on the capitalist =
: ent to defend the work=
ers from ‘the Naz1s ‘or the Klu !/
Lux Klan == you demanded fed=

.| eral troops to defend blacks in !

Boston, you have demanded the
pohce t0 protect yoir own org'
anization when right=wing groups
have brokesa up your own meets
ings, you have even taken up | _
Carter’ “huwman rights™ cam= .
paign in your press, Do YOU
really believe that bourgeois de=
mocracy will defend the working
ciass? This is the answer the |
| workers want to hear, t
The facis speak for themselves,
In Boston, the police savagely
attacksd biack youth to ensure
"free speech™ for the Nazis and |
raCISt organizations, and in Chi=
0 photograpis were taken of

bnck.s and camying "white power"
signs while they attacked a de=
monstration of black youth in
Marquette Park,®

Recently, in Detroit, where
the whole working class is out=
raged at the newly opened Nazi
bookstore, Mayor Young's police
{black Democratic=pasty Mayox
of Detroit) have defended the
bookstore against several de=
monstrations, Only last week,
the Supreme Court gave its pro~
tection to a march of Nazis in |
Skokie, Illinois, a predomin=
antly Jewish working ciass com=
munity near Ch1cago. These are
ot exceptions to oourgeo:s de=
mocracy, they are the Tuie,

While the liberals are busy de=
fending the Nazis, however, the
police and National Guard are
busy using their billy ciubs on
the miners and workers, While
the courts defend the Nazis,
they have just branded Seven
“criminals”
for walking out of an auto plant -
when the temperature had reach=
ed 130 degrees,

‘Why should the workers defend
*free specch”™ for the Nazis if all

the power of the capitalists stands

duty policemen throwing

ready to ensure their "rights?"
And what will the SWP have to
sav about federal troops defending

‘the workers from the Nazis when

the federal troops are protecting
the coal operators from the
miners?

$=1437

The $=1437 bill, passed last
week by the Senate, is another
example of how bourgeois de=
mocracy defends fascism while
it attacks the rights of workers,
The provisions of this bill which
are an-all=out attack on workers
independent organization ==
mass picketing, defense guards,
strike committees == will never
apply to para=military organiza=
tion on the patt of the Nazis,
Nor will the foreign powers clause
which is aimed at the inter=
national organizations of work=
ers, ever be used against the ul=
tra'aatm'lallst fascist organiza=
tions,

If workers are confused by the
turn of events toward the fas=
cist and right"wi.ng anti=worker
' movements, it is only because
‘American bourgeois democracy:
has'moved with such speed to
attack workers rights, Only yes=
terday, Carter was talking abeut
*human rights” as if he included
workers in the category of "hu=
man” but now it is clear that
workers are workers, and no one
in the ruling class wants to de-

~ fend "workers rights. "

The facts speak for themse*ves
The repressive powers of the capi=
talist"s government and the fascist
movements frow together, Bour~
geois "democracy” becomes more
and more the excuse for police
* state laws and the greatest de=
fense of barbarism and fascism,
The common denominator to all
defenders of bourgeois democracy
“‘1berals, conservatives, fas=
cists, and racists alike == is to
blame all the i1ls of capitalism
on the working ciass and especi=
ally its most oppressed iayers.
Under this argument, hallowed

"democracy” undertakes to ex=
terminate the resistance of the
workers,

The article in the MILITANT
says: _"The cause of the current
increase in fascist and racist
activity ‘is not the effectiveness
of Nazis and KKK propaganda, ..
but the impact of the capitalist
government'’s offensive against
« ¢« Working people as a whole, ®

- This stands everything upside
down, It is the failure of the
governrnent's offensive, of Car=
ter's campaign for "human
rights, " to stop the workers of=
fensive that has led the suppos°d'
iy "democratic” and "fair™ in-
stitutions of capitalism to come
to the defense of the fascists,

The working class may be
amazed at the speed with which
Carter's government has changed
faces, but they are not defeated,
aot even one=tenth so, This is
what strikes fear in the bourge=
oisie == the tremendous com=
bativity the workers in the Uni-
ted States have shown in the
last months, particularly the
miners,

Who really feels defeated?
The liberals with their empty
reforms and inflatiorravaged
bank accounts, The black
middle class which now finds
that no matter how much it tries
to piease Carter, there still =
aren’t any favors coming back in
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return, . And the opportunist trade
union bureaucracy which can no
longer control the ranks of the
unions, All the elements that
the SWP looks to for support feel
the crushing defeat of the decay
and rot of bourgeois "demo= -
cracy,"”

The fight against fascxsm isa
struggle to defend WORKERS
RIGHTS and to win WORKERS/
DE’\/IOCRACY It is not the rights
of the capitalists which are urldeL
attack, It is not the rights of a

fascists which are being tromped ~

on, itis the rights of the working
class, the rights which capital=
isSm never recognizad,

The right to 2 job, The right
to a decent income, The right
to organize and control the
unions. The right to defend
against the Nazis and the KKK,
These are rights which only the
working class can win,

The liberals who constantly
try to prop up the hopes of the
most oppressed workers == blacks,
women and immigrants == only
to have those hopes tromped in
the inud by capitalism, merely
give the fascists something to
laugh at, The trade union bur=
eaucracy whichuses its power
over the unions to suppress the
workers, paves the way for State=
run unions of the fascist type,
And the Stalinists, who give the
name of "communism" the same
content as the fascist dictator=
ship, make the fascists look good,

‘No, it is not these treacher=
ous leaderships which can de=
fend the workers, Real demo=
cracy, WORKERS DEMOCRACY,
is being fought for today in the
coalfields and the factories, It -
is the mdependent organizations
of the working class, the factory
committees and workers coun=
cils which will form the basis of
the WORKERS GOVERNMENT
to defend society against fascist
butchers,

The fight for Workers Demo=
ciacy is revolutionary because
there can be no real rights for
workers while the capitalists

Manifesto.

Democratic R|ghts and Facism

By DAVID HEFFELFlNGER

government and their system of
exploitation still stand, and the

.revolution will surely crush the

Nazis, - There can be no doubt
about this,

TACTICS

But the workers cannot wait
for the revolution to deal with  °
thé Nazis, Indeed, the sooner
the Nazis are defeated, the more
peaceful and less bloody will be

_ the revolution itself, For despite

what the bourgeoisie would have
popular opinion say, workers
are not imately vioient == it is
the violence of capitalist soci=
ety that is responsible for the
bloodshed in revolutions,

If anything is abstract it is the
proposals in the MILITANT s
article for workers, "The Nazis
can be set back by showing in
action that the streets belong not
to them but to the working people
of this country,* So ends the
article, We hope the workers
can figure out what this means

. better than we can!

The program of the Fourth In=
temational is clear on this point,
The organization of WORKERS
DEFENSE GUARDS to defend the
workers and their strikes from
Nazis and company goons,. The
UNITED FRONT of workers or=
ganizations, regardless of their
differences on other questions,
to strike a single blow against the
Nazis, destroy their apparatus,
and demoralize their cadre,” The
investigation of the Nazis as to
their sources of income, their
political coanections, and their
names and addresses, These are
all concrete tasks which the
workers can take to smash the
Nazis politically and organiza=
tionally,

They are as well the means to
defend the whole workmg class
against the repression of the capi=
talists® government and to organ=

‘ize the socialist revolution,

February 9, 1978

Revolutionary Youth International

$1, 00, Write: RYI/PO BOX 07066/DETROIT MI 482017

INCLUDES FOURTH INTERNATIONAL, JUST FILL IN THIS BLANK AND
48297, :

RETORN IT WITH'$2 TO: PGBOXO‘?OGG Dewoit, Mi.

t
1

¥
i
§

g it bt



By Fred Vitale

Since the UAW Convention last
May and the heat walkouts this
summer autoworkers have seen a

" stepped=up attack on their rights,

5

The Trenton 7 were sentenced to
to Federal penitentiary for lead=
ing a heat=walkout and then an=
other walkout to defend the lead=
ers, John Ellis, a militant of
Time=To=Unite at Ford River
Rouge, has been fired a second
time, The workers from Ford
Chicago Assembly report an in=
crease in harassment, disciplin=
ary actions, job break=ups.,

Layoffs have begir at AMC
and Chrysler as well as minor ones
at Ford and GM, The UAW bur=
eaucracy has let the 1avoffs hap=
pen; they've actively participa®
ted in beheading the workers
leadership in Trenton, in break=
ing the strikes at Essex Wire last
month and at Indianapolis and
Fremont last summer,

The masses of autoworkers see
a need for far~reaching change
in the leadership of the UAW, es®
pecially at the top, But they are
more cautious than in the past,
have learned that the fight to
drive out the bureaucrats is a
difficult one,

When autoworkers talk and dis=
cuss the question of what can they
do to stop the attacks, the con=
yersation inevitably gets around
to how rotten the leadership is,
They all know that SOME kind of
organization i3 necessary to de=
feat them, But the question they
ask us i3 == WHY THE REVOLU=
TIONARY WORKERS FACTION/
UAW? What's so different about
7o I e e s

Part of answering this question

~ is to show exactly what is going

X

on in terms of the POLITICAL
situation of the autoworkers,

The auto workers, along with
the whole American working
class has been engaged in a
strong mobilization against the
capitalists, their government and
their lackeys, In particular in
the unions to defend their rights
that they've won, The auto~
workers struck all three compan=
jes-in 1976 and followed that with
an unprecedented number of 10~
cal strikes and wildcats continu®
ing for over a year,

The wildcats and local strikes
were betrayed with great effort
by the bureaucracy, The last
UAW Convention was by all ac*
counts, one of the "quistest in
history, ™ It signalled an almost
complete divorce between the
bureaucracy and the masses of
autoworkers, The masses of auto
workers in the UAW have become
more united in their rebellion
against the bureaucracy.

The bureaucracy is opportunists
i.e., it betrays the workers

{NDEPENDENCE, politically and
organizationally as a class and
ties it-in one way or another to the
the ruling class, It takes many
forms but this is at the heart of
it, Most importantly, it MUST
DENY THE WORKERS THEIR
RIGHTS, compromise them at
every step, usually under the
guise of winning some "reform, "

Almost every major local of
the UAW has an opportunist
group calling itself, “militant, "
mgocialist, " “communist,” "re=
volutionary® or something simi®
lar, Yet, with all these organi=
zations, the autoworkers have not

- really delivered a crushing blow

to the capitalists, Why? Be~=
cause they haven®t really AD=
VANCED in the struggle to RE=
GAIN their union, to win it to

- Why Revolutionary

the workers side, And it®s princi=
pally because of the opportunism
of these groupings, and the work= .
ers inability to break through it,

-that the workers have not advan=

ced, Opportunism is the biggest
obstacle to the workers winning
their rights,

We saw at Trenton that the burs
eaucrats betrayed the workers in=
dependence, They supported the
government jailing the workers
leaders as “criminals,” The rest
of the opportunists aided the bur=
eaucrats insofar as, during the
months BEFORE THIS, they open=
iy supported the Trenton Defense
Committee set up by the local
bureaucrats, When the inevitable
abandonment of the Trenton
Seven occurred, the workers were
left defenseless;  This is the re=
sult of opportunism,

The bureaucrats have allowed
layoffs ‘while GM reports its high=
ost profits ever, The workers say
that they have a right to a job,
The bureaucrats try to make it
seem like the layoifs are a
"question of car sales™; that
seniority rights prevent an "in=
ternal squabble in the workers
movement, ™

The Socialist Workers Party
says "yes, a right to a job, but
for now, preferential layoffs, "
Agreeing with the bureaucrats
that the workers must fight
among themselves about who
gets laid off, " The Maoists and
Stalinists of the Autoworkers
Action Caucus, Time=to=Unite
(Autoworkers United to Fight
Organization) say "Jobs or In=
come” which is nothing more
than the call for a guaranteed inz.
come == a liberal scheme which
“calls for complete reliance on
the government®s part to keep
paying benefits, : ,

The autoworkers want to sup=
port the miners strike the best
way they can, They wantto °
see it victorious and see the
struggleof the autoworkers and .
miners united, The bureaucracy
plays on this desire and attempts
to corral it with resolutions sup=
porting the miners and pep ral=
lies as if they were the "home
town team," The other oppor=
tunists have given support to
these rallies and approve of them,
also talkingabout *slidarity with
the miners, ™ @

The miners themselves are
showing HOW to "anite™ the
working class, they are uniting
themselves against the capital=
ists with their own independent.
organizations, their mass cara=
vans, their armed roving pickets
elected from mass meetings,
This is the only way to build
CLASS unity of the workers ==
with' their own.independent or=
ganization, This is hidden,
denied, and when necessary
broken by the opportunists,

Why build and support the
Revolutionary Workers Faction?
Because only the RWF battles for
the workers political indepen=
dence, and battles against the
opportunists, struggles to de=
velop and expand their inde=
pendence so they can impose
their own democracy. In this
way we can build a new, revo"
lutionary leadership for the
UAW, to win Workers Demo*

_cracy in the UAW and make the
UAW a weapon for the whole

working class.
It is not a question of a list

“of demands that distinguish us

from the opportunists, it's a

 QUESTION OF POLICY == who

stands completely and uncom=

" to a cancer patient,
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Bureaucrats divert fight

Detroit== February 6th== The
bureaucrats of UAW Local #8600
(Ford River Rouge) organized a
meeting tonight in response to
the recent opening of a Nazi

headquarters just a mile away __
fom the Rouge, Over 300 people

s = > e(
attended this meeting called to
set up a ["Joint Community~Labor
Committee” to "close the Nazi
headquarters, ® In reality, it was
called to DIVERT the desire of
the working class to FINISH with
the Nazis into "legalistic,™ "re=
formist,™ "non=violent," chan=
nels, |

First, the "community " nature -

of this meeting must be attacked,
The bureaucrats held the meeting
in a "neutral” restaurant, two
blocks away from the union head=
quarters, No attempt was made
to inform autoworkers or to mobi~
lize them for this meeting,
Secondly, who was this "com=
munity” that the bureaucrats were
so eager to have in attendance 7
Very few autoworkers or any work=
ers. But full of priests, liberal
lawyers and high officials of the

_ Detroit Police Department].

The bureaucrats, led by Paul
Boatin of Local #600 told horror
stories about the Nazis and even
attacked the bourgeois news=
papers for defending "free speech”
for the Nazis, They had to do
this to have any credibility
among the workers they are sup=
posed to represent,

But: their plan’for driving out
the Nazis was like giving aspirin
They pro=
posed a "mass public opposition
to the Nazis" to "aid the land=
iord in winning their eviction, "
a "picket line” and "for the
government to vote in favor of a
full mobilization against
Nazis, "

In order ‘to stop the youth from
being attracted to the Nazis they
proposed to "work through the
parents of these children and to
force the media to make photo=
graphs of these children (helping
the Nazis) accessible to their
parents, ® (1) A proposal certain
to win the confidence of those
youth misled by the Nazis!
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They also caled on "the imple~
mentation of Mayor Young's pzo=
gram for'Southwest Detroit* to
make it a "strong community, "

Militants of the Trotskyist Or=
ganization and the Revolutionary

_ Worker Youth WERE THE ONLY

ONES IN THE ROOM to vote
against this proposal, When the
chairman of the meeting asked-
"Who is Against?” NOT A SIN-
GLE working class organization
present, from the SWP, the
Spartacist League, the Inter=
national Socialists, all the Mao=
ist groups, to the Stalinists voted
against, except for us,

Militant workers shouldn®t be
surprised at this since most of
them also all stood respectfully
for the prayer from the reaction=
ary Catholic priest at the begin=
ning of the meeting, They
didn't want to disturb the "com=
munity™ nature of this meeting
either!

Fred Vitale spoke for the TO
and the RWY saying that the
Nazis are only the most extreme
expression of what the Carter
govermnment is trying to do==
blame the workers for the capi=
talist crisis and make them out
to be common criminals, He
stated that workers cannot rely
on this government to defeat the
Nazis, Workers will be free of
the Nazis and the danger of fas=
cism only when they iinpose
their own democracy, not Car=

promisingly for the workers rights
their own organization and ==
who gives them up?’ :

This May there are elections
for many local offices inthe
UAW. These elections are go~
“ing to play a crucial piace in
the class struggle in the US,
rebellion in the UAW as we men®™
tioned before shows the decisive
split that occurred in the UAW
between thg masses of workers
and the bureaucracy,
across the country will try to use
the elections to uaseat the bur=
eaucracy,

In order for this split to be to
the WORKERS ADVANTAGE, it
must be centralized with the
workers building a new, revolu-=
tionary leadership, The RWE

will run in the elections, in order

to extend and deepen this split,
to advarce the struggle of the

workers for theitr own indepen=
dent policy against the capital=

_ist government, against the op~
rportunists.

This is the road forward for the
autoworkers, This is the road
that is different from all the ones
that autoworkers have already
tried, Join us,
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ter's pnony "human rights, "

The TO and RWY proposed:

1) a mass march organized by
the UAW with all the unions in
Detroit to marcir on the Nazi
office and evict them , and

2) to make this part of an
offensive of the trade unions to
defeat the reactionary S, 1437

Bill just passed by the Senate,

The bureaucrats refused to
allow this to come to a vote,
was tabled to a meeting of the
"Steering Committee, "

But our proposal won the ap=
plause of several of the indepen=
dent workers at the meeting,

It

As the meeting broke up it was
discovered that two Nazis were in
the restaurant spying on the meet=

ing! The UAW bureaucrats knew
about this all along and they had
done nothing, The police, who

were there throughout the ‘meeting

moved quickly to protect them
and called for more reinforce=
ments,

We will continue our fight for
the class independence of the
workers, for the election and
organization of workers defense
guards in every union local, to
patrol the streets, to gather in=
formation on the Nazis, to de=
moralize and drive them away
by whatever means is necessary
Only such a policy can cieanse
our society of this cancer,
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