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SUPPORT THE GRUNWICKS PICKET LINE: 7am, every

Support the
postmen!

By FRED JENKINS

spokesman for the Cricklewood postmen, who
made this statement on Tuesday after they had
voted ta continue the blacking of Grunwicks mail

Socialist
Worker g "~
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SUPPORT THE GRUNWICKS PICKET LINE: 7am, Chapter Road, London, NW10 (next to Dollis Hill tube station). right to break the law.

This s no longer just a
uestion of supporting the
srunwicks'  strikers, A
fundamental right is now
at stake,

Do postmen have the right
to take industrial action or do
they not? We know the
answer.

We'll take action when we
feel it is justified. If this means
breaking the law—so be it.

There was an ex-miner who
voted with us to continue the
blacking this morning. He
changed sides at the last

! 5 <20 : ; minute after listening to all the
Rl 3 : { = arguments.

Vil § FUBLIC SERVICES R e
.~ ASSOCIAT

illegal. He told us that miners’
leaders had gone (o prison
then rather than forfeit this
precious right,

They were apparently con-
sidered to have committed
treason by the powers that be!

Provocation

The narrowness of the vote
this morning was determined
by the press and television. I'm
not blaming the journalists
But those that control the flow
of information at the top are
lined up against us.

Tom Jackson nearly wreck-
ed our movement. We are
incensed that he should
describe us as the fall-guys of
the trade unions,

He is not liked here, If he
has the courage to show his
: » face in Cricklewood he’ll find

out for himself just how strong
we are.
Whenever a moyvement has
started and - looks like
\ succeeding, he always wants to
call it off, ~
We now expect to be
[0 MAKE sure your trade

suspended. We are ready to
fight, We know that many of
union organisation
organises an immediate
delegation to the local UPW
members,
COURGE all UPW workers to
. support  Cricklewood by
’ ’ strike action, sand by

support and money now to
the Cricklewood postmen

our brothers and sisters are
ready to support us,

We appeal to all working
people to support our ac-
blacking all mail to
Cricklewood Sorting Office.
OURGE all UPW workers to
sand money and

tion.
telegrams of support to

EEGRTE S

0 SEND telegrams of
Cricklewood and telegrams
to the UPW executive
demanding they support
Cricklewood with official
action.

Cricklewood Union of Past
Office Workers, branch

secretary, 243 Cricklewoed
Brosdway, London, NW10.

SUPPORT THE
GRUNWICKS
STRIKERS

0 ATTEND the daily mass
picket at 7am at
Grunwicks

0 FIGHT for official
delegations from your
branch, shop stewards
committee, trades council
Bring banners

[ ORGANISE mass
delegations for Monday 11
July at 7am to join the
mass picket with the
Yorkshira miners.
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GRUNWICKS:

TONY BILTON, the man who hires convicted criminals
to smash through picket lines, is linking up with

Grunwicks.

Bilton visited the factory in North West London on Tuesday and offered
his services to George Ward, Grunwicks managing director. He offered to
use lorries to bring films straight from chemists® shops to the factories.

Ward
calls Iin

Biton hit the headlines
in 1973 when he was hired
by Chrysler to take
engines through the pickel
lines of stnking  elec-
trictans  to the Chrysler
factory at Dunstable.

He hired John and
David Walker, both
koown hoodlums in the
East End of London. Both
had been convicted manv
times, including for armed
robbery of wages vans.

John Walker was
described by police in
court as ‘'a violent man
who will stop at nothing'.

These men were used to
uphold ‘the rulé of law',
They drove their trucks
through the pickets so fast
that a security guard was
thrown against the gates
and his leg smashed.

Scab itch

In autumn 1973, Bilton
was at it again—this time
taking paper through the
picket lines of striking
journalists at the Sheffield
felegraph.

When he read about
Grunwicks, Bilton’s scabs
started to itch again, He
rushed  straight from
publicising his views on

RICHARD MAU

Tony Biltan {left} at the wheel of a scab lorry in 1973 ‘Now he's offering his ‘rentascab’ services 1o Grunwicks.

RENTASCAB

Radio Sheffield to
Grunwicks, where he
offered his services.

So watch out on the
Kickcl line. If vou sec a
andful of thugs charging
at you in rented trucks, it

be Bilton and his
Bosses' Battering Ram.
He will almost certainly
have police permission for
everything he
George Ward believes in
the rule of law. remember.

IS INNOCENT, OK

THE POLICE are going to be sorry
they ever heard of Richard Maull.
They are certainly going to wish
they could have found someone else
to blame for throwing the bottle at
Special Patrol Group Constable
Wilson on the Grunwicks pioket
two weeks ago.

Richard, the voung West Indian
trade unionist from Cricklewood
m~ North West London. has now
been released an bail after spending
several days in Brixton Prison. His
popularity in the area means that
within hours of his.arrest an almost
spontaneous movement for his
defence had sprung to life,

‘Our house is brimming with
people all the time,’ says his mother,
Svivia Maull. "The telephane never
stops ringing. [ never realised he
knew so many people.

‘It is the lovalty of his friends thar
has given me the courage o fight.'

Tom McNab, the English team

Sylvia Maull. The loyalty of his
friends has given me the courage
to fight’

athletic coach., wrote 10 Richard in
jail stressing his support for am,
Richard was a sports champion at
school and all-England schools
triple jump champion,

*His workmates are solid behind
him.' said Chris Piggot and Taig
Flynn, ASTMS shop stewards al
Smiths Industries in Cricklewood,

Dissident

Furopean dissident has
been subject to harassment

by the secret police.
But you won't read about it
in any of the right-wing
newspapers.

For the secret police who
harassed FEdmund Baluka,
leader of a great strike in the
Polish shipyards in 1970, were
the British Special Branch.

They held him and in-
terropated him for seven hours
when he landed at Dover last
weekend—despite  the  fact
that he had previously lived in
Britain for several years,
working in factories in
Birkenhead and Manchester,

Edmund Baluka was sub-
ject to hours of rude question-
ing, to police prying into his
address book. to tirades of
abuse. A quite different recep-
tion to thal of other dissidents,
of right-wing views, who have
been paraded round by
Murgaret Thatcher and the

THE GRUNWICKS PICKET LINE: 7am, every weekday,

harassed..

NAFF.

But Baluka is a left-wing
dissident, a workers' leader,
who was visiting Britain to
speak 10 a meeting at Marxism
77. the week of socialist
discussion organised by the
National Organisation of In-
ternational Sacialist Socleties.

When he finally arrived, he
told the meeting: ‘Now  know
at first hand what you are
fighting against in this coun- .
try’

Marx?

He told how the secret
policeman at Dover had asked
him: '"How can you. an oppo-
nent of Communism, go to
speak at a meeting about
Marxism? Baluka replied:
‘What exists in Russia and
Eastern Europe has nothing to
do with socialism and nothing
1o do with Marx'.

The meeting was one of the
high points of a week of
discussion at Marxism 77,

does.

where Richard works. “The defence
committee has the backing of the
umon branch and we are now
receiving support from many trades
unionists in the area.’

“That’s right,” savs Bob Walker, a
member of the train drivers’ union
ASLEF, “This i~ a clear case of the
palice trying to split our movement
along racial lines

‘I've heen on the Grunwicks
picket line every dav. often.with up
to 16 other raslway workers. They
are trving 10 weaken that picket by’
picking ona black trades unionist in
this way '

Smears

Last Sunday 130 people packed
the first public meeting arranged by
the defence committee. . Don
Trudell, secretary of Richard’s
ASTMS branch, spelled out the

Pioture: Derek Speirs (IFL)

RIGHT; John and David
Walker, previously
convicted of armed robbery,
then hired by Bilton to break
the Chrysler picket line, talk
to the security guard whose
leg they smashed.

SUPPORT Chapter Road, London,

importance of rallying to his
defence.

“There is & press campaign trying
to smear Richard. For example the
Sunday Mail carried a story headed
*PC's attacker is named' —his guilt
already assumed. But we will not be
inttmidated by this.”

Richard's mother and sister
Elainc also spoke at the meeting.
‘There are rwo reasons for this
campaign,” Elaine told the meeting.
*One is 1o free Richard. The other s
to educate others about what this
system is all about.'

£X82 was collected at the meeting,
making nearly £400 collected for the
campaign so lar,

Richard Maull told Socialist
Worker: *When | heard the police
were after me | went to the police
station. | was closely questioned by
the Scotland Yard bovs. They
named a number of people and
asked me if | knew them,

*All the ones named are members
of the Socialist Workers Party.
They had all been on the Smiths
picket line during our strike several
months ago.

Informers

“They asked me about my union
branch, Questions hike how many
times did 1 attend. and so on, They
seemed to know a great deal about
me alrcady. They even asked meif |
owned a gun!

‘1 had the clear impression that
my employer had fed them informa-
tion about me.’

O RICHARD MAULL IS INNO-
CENT, OK. Contact the Richard
Maull Defence Campaign, ¢/o
Secretary, ASTMS 628 Branch,
65 Ashworlh Mansions, Elgin
Ave, London W9,

SUPPORT THE GRUNWICKS PICKET LINE: 7am,

NW10

Don‘t let Benyon's -

by MARGARET RENN

THEY TOLD us the Benyon
Bill to restrict women's right
to abortion was finished. But
it’s not. It Jooks very much as
if it could be through the
Commons by the end of July.

The government have given
it such a massive amount of
time, and have appointed such
an arch-anti-abortion bigot
Sir Stephen McAdden, from
Southend—as committec
chairman that the women
MPs who are fighting the Bill
probably can't stave it off,

This is what we've been
dreading for months. And it
makes the domonstrations
and protests agains the Bill
very, very important.

The Abortion Law Reform
Association is lobbying parlia-
ment on Wednesday 12 July
from 3pm.

The National Abortion

Polish strike Bill sneak t'\rough

leader
Edmund
Baluka
speaking at
Marxism 77
last weekend

Campaign is holding a rally in
Central Hall, Westminster on
Friday 15 July, the night

which is projected for the Bill's *

third reading.

If you don't live in London.
or can't get to the demonstra-
tion, you should be organising
a protest in  your  arca.
Organise a picket on your
nearest anti-abortion MP, for
instance.

Posters for placards for-all
these demos and activities are
available from 6 Cottons
Gardens, London E2.

On Saturday 16 July,
Women's Voice in London ate
holding a demonstration to
campaign for more out-
patient abortion clinics, and
against the control by anti-
abortion consultants over
NHS abortion faciliites.

It will assemble at Victoria
Park {Parnell Road entrance)
at 2.30p.m.

ol

Another
worker
joins the
pickets

SUSAN PITTS, a West
Indian girl, was a secretary
at Grunwicks until last
Monday. She started work
after the strike started. For
the past four weeks she has
travelled to work on the
scabs’ bus.

Last Monday she missed the
bus. By pure co-incidence she
was walking past another
picket, outside Willesden

asistrates Court as Richard
Maull was appearing in court
accused of throwing a bottle
on the Grunwicks picket,

Susan Pitis asked what was
going on, Two members of the
Socialist Workers Party. Ken
and Jan Gablonski, started
talking to her.

They argued for half an
hour about the Grunwicks
strike. She was convinced.
They. took her immediately to
the strike committee head-
quarters.

‘I'm a bit afraid of meeting
Mrs Desail she murmured
before she went in. She need
not have worried. Mrs Desai
was delighted 10 see her.

Later in the day Nusan
spoke to Socialist Worker,

‘Ward, the Grunwicks boss,
will be really angry with me. |
was a protagonist. | helped to
maintain the morale of those
still going to work.

‘Even though I defied the
picket lines. Olden, Ward's
leading manager, war rude to
me. He once asked me if | was
working with my hands or my
mouth.

*Olden drives the bus. He
has a walkie-talkie and is in
constant touch with the police.

‘I am certain if the pickets
were allowed 10 speak to those
still going to work in the way
that your people spoke 1o me
this moming then | think
many would change their
minds.

‘Most do not understand
what is going on. Many are
newly arrived immigrants who
do not even know what a
union is.

‘Some people are getting an
extra fiver in their wage
packets. The students are
getting more than the perma-
nent staff.

March against
racialism

Saturday 9 July in
Manches

Called by the Trades
Union Con

Leaves Strangeways

Prison, 12 n

O Al SWP North West
branches and members
to support with
maximum turm-out
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TRAITOR TOM

an of ‘princple’ |

=2 who stabbed
the strikers

N the back

demonstration in
Association For Freedom.

Manchester against
racialism. But on Monday

Apparently postal workers
should wait until, at some

he proved that his principles
are worth nothing.

He went out of his way to
stab in the back the strikers,
mainly Asian, who have been
fighting for 11 months for basic
rights at Grunwicks.

He told postal worker
delegates who had previously

unprincipled as Jackson and
surrendered before the threat
of jail sentences.

committed themselves to distant point in the future, the Can anyone doubt that, if
solidarity action with law has been changed in their Jackson had defied the law and
Grunwicksthattheyshouldnot  favour before they display been jailed, there would have
be ‘fall guys’, basic trade union solidarity. been a massive wave of

For traitor Tom, a ‘fall guy’ is
anyone who carries into prac-
tice the principies that heloves
to espouse on public platforms

He tried to justify himself by
saying that the blacking of
Grunwicks products by postal
workers was putting the future
of their union ‘atrisk’. This was
because of threatened legal
action against the union by the
extreme right-wing National

But all previous experience
shows there is only one way for
trade unionists to get rid of
anti-union laws. It is to defy
them and to build up a move-
ment of mass industrial action
in support of anyone victimised
under them.

The notorious Tory Industrial
Reiations Act would still be in
force today if rank and file
London dockers had been as

solidarity from every union and
workplace?

Fortunately for trade un-
ionism, there is more courage
in the little finger of every
sorter in Cricklewood than
there is in Tom Jackson and
the whole of his executive.

JACKSON tried to
justify his treachery by
pointing to the court of
inquiry into the dispute
under Lord Justice
Scarman. But the argu-
ment is nonsense.

The Grunwicks
management have
declared they will not be
bound by the inquiry if it
finds against them.

More important, the
courts can never be relied
upon to find in workers’
interests,

Scarman, like virtually
every other judge, comes
from a wealthy family and
was educated at a very
expensive public school.

His friends and relatives
are to be found in board-
rooms, not on the shop
floor. He shares their deep
bias against trade unions.

Only two years ago he
said that a new law, a ‘Bill
of Rights’ was nacessary to
‘curl irresponsible power’,
such as ‘that of trade un-
ons’,

The last inquiry Scar-
man presided over
covered up for the police
Special Patrol Group after
they murdered anti-fascist
demonstrator Kevin Gate-
ly in Red Lion Square.

There is only one condi-
tion in which a court of
inquiry will find for the
viorkers—if the judge is

worried about the conse-
quences of not doing to.

A colleague of Scar-
man’s, Lord Justice
Wilberforce, admitted this
after the inquiry into

BUT WE
CAN
MAKE
HIM AN
OFFER
HE CANT
REFUSE

miners’ demandsin 1972,

‘I looked into the whites
of their eyes,’ he said, ‘and
thought what | could get
away with’,

If the blacking and the
mass picketing continue,
then Scarman will know
that he won't be able to
get away with anything.

SEVERAL months ago, a
man wrote a poem about a
carpenter who was ex-
ecuted for upsetting the
local priesthood about
2000 years ago.

The poem suggested that
the carpenter might have had
sex with other men.

Today in the High Court a
judge and jury and a lot of
men in Wigs. are arguing
whether or not the editor who
published the poem should be
sent Lo prison.

Scarman: anti-trade union bias

The ‘crime’ is blasphemy. In
its striclest sense it means ‘any
ublished material  which
rings the Christian religion
into disrepute,’

I'he prosecution lawyer told
the court that it wasall right to
suggest that Jesus Christ (the
carpenter) wasa charlatanora
liar,

But to suggest that he
engaged in homosexual prac-
lices is “so vile that it would be
difficult for the most perverted
imagination to conjure up

anything else’.

The prosecution has been
brought by Mrs Mary
Whitehouse, the anti-
cnjoyment campaigner. In the
dock is the editor of Gay
News

Permission

If Mrs Whitehouse, and the
judge who allowed her permis-
sion to bring the case, really
wanted to shield the voung
from corrupt literature she

should look to the hible.

The Old Testament con-
lains possibly the nastiest
collection of mass murders,
tortures, and unashamed por-
nography ever published,

But of course Mrs
Whirehouse isn't interested in
anyihing of the kind.

She wants to uphold the
‘rules’ of the society and the
‘rules’ depend on  blind
superstition.,

he judge, Mr Justice King-
Hamilton (known on the

Jackson: pity he doesn’t live up to his fine words . . .

Nazareth: Carpenter held on sex charge

Queens Bench as ‘the Janie
Jones' judge) obviously agrees
with her. *Homosexuality' he
once said. ‘caused the down-
fall of the Roman Empire.'

The more our society dis-
integrates, the more the rules
matter to its rulers,

What was permissible ten
years ago is now criminal libel,
blasphemy, a breach of official
secrets, or an offence against
any. of the repressive laws
which decent British
democracy keeps up its slecve,
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Equal pay sirikers from Yardlevs meeting equal pay s

THE COMPANIES THAT

LOVE THE SOCIAL CONTRACT

Joan Penfold is second from the left.

WHY HAVE YOU SOLD OUT OUR EQUAL PAY?

For the attention of
Mr J Jones
Transport & General
Waorkers' Union
Transport House
Smith Squfare
London SW1,

Dear Sir,

YARDLEYS COSMETICS
DISPUTE—DETAILS
ALREADY KNOWN TO
YOouU

| am sending vou a copy of
my

Arbitration Papers—we

lost!

The

Arbitrators walked

around the firm, observed the
women at work and told them
that the boxes they carried
looked heayy and said to each
other that the work was one
hundred per cent inspected

'---------------

Bulk orders by post
O OV IS AR ST

SW Sup-
porters.
Eeee —— )

for

Socialist Worker has a
special POST-FREE SER-
VICE for SW Supporters
who wish to take two or
more copies each week
to sell at work, on the
estate or to friends.

If you would like a bulk
order by post, FILL IN
THE FORM BELOW, and
we will send you further
details,

NUMBER OF COPIES
REQUIRED EACH
WEEK

Whean complete, send
this form to Socialist
Worker Circulation, 6,
Cottons Gardens, Lon-
don E2,

THE GAS and clectrici-
1y industries—so
fearlessly exposed by
the capitalist press as
making excess profits —
have been ripping us off
for vears.

And the excess profits
they are making at the
moment look like small
change next to those of
private industry.

The press have suddenly
discovered that British Gas
made excess profits last
yenr of £30 million. They
ure not telling us what

i' &

ikers from Laird Porich, East K ibride, earlier this vear.

BY SEYMOUR PROPHET ®

these profits are needed
for.

In fact British Gas
profits are much greater
than this. Probably £150
million. But by a change in
the accounting policies
under which they draw up
their accounts, they will
manage to hide much of
this,

Last  year they salted
away £40 million in this
way=—and hardly one

IN THE spring, 400 women at Yardleys cosmetics factory at Basildon in Essex—a

subsidiary of British American

equal pay.

Tobacco (BA T)—came out on unofficial strike for

They had been so graded as to gel less than all the men workers, and they were
angry. Eventually they were bullied back to work by trade union officials who

begged them to go to arbitration.

The result of arbitration shocked the women strikers. Joan Penfold, then a shop
steward, now acting convenor in the factory, wrote this letter to Transport and
General Workers Union general secretary Jack Jones.

Joan has also written a circular 10 all TGWU delegates at this week’s union
conference at Scarborough, denouncing the un ion for paving £15 each to the scabs

who crossed the picket lines.

and then agreed that the
hpstick girls did need ex-
perience  but proceeded  to
judge us on the Job Evalua-
tian Scheme. which is 25 vears
old.

union’s officials Mr R Todd
and Mr Ferrymans so why the
hell you sent us to Arbitration
to lose, | just don't know.
Mr Ferryman'saw the Job
Fvaluation three years ago

he should have studied i11. One
of the key factors for us is
dexterity and that is not on it,
We feel we have been
cheated by the union.
We work hard, some of the

The bug in the boardroom

newspaper mentioned it.
British Gas surplus—
what's left after paving for
materials, wages and
services—was about £550
million last year. Of this

something like £190
million was paid out in
interest  payments—

mainly to the government,
who pass it on to the

money-lenders, the big
banks. finance houses, and
their shareholders.

for cight hours per day. They
have to be washed, therefore
the girls have wet hands for
eight hours per day. We
cannot leave the belt unless
relieved.

The girls in soaps work in
the mills and the belts run at
100 per minute. The lipstick
girls work with flames and the
room temperature cinnot he
less than 80 degrees.

Before the Job Evatuation
Scheme was looked mto we
were one of the highest paid,
Now the male cleaners are on
Grade 4 —previously we eamn-
ed the same as them.,

Grade 6, which is the lowest
paid man, is a lift boy and two
shutter operators—the lowest
grade in the firm and we
cannot get on it! 1 think you

We knew there was no place
for us on it and told the

and said he would ‘suck it and
see’. | would have thought that

per minute

belts run at 70 talcum powders
you imagine this

must agree with me that
something is wrong,

WHERE WE STAND

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION

The workers creale
under capitalism. A naw sSocety can

all the wealth

only be constructed when they
coiteclively seize control of Lhat
wealth and plan s production and
distribution

REVOLUTION NOT
REFORM

The present system cannot be
patched up, or reformed, as the
eslablished Labour and trage unian
leaders say It has to be overthrown

THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD

The structurgs of the present
parhament, army, pohce and judiciary
cannot be taken over and used by the
working class They grew up under
capitalism and are designed to protect
the ruling class against the workers.,

The working class needs an entirely
different kind of state—a workers’
state based upan councils of workers

delegates and a workers’ militia,

At mosl, parliamentary activity can
pe used to make propaganda against
the present system. Only the mass
act:on of the workers themselves can
destroy the system,

INTERNATIONALISM

The struggle for socialism is part of a
world-wide struggle. We campaign
for solidarity with workers In other
countries.

We oppose everything which turns
workers fram one country against
those from other countrigs.

We oppose racialism and
impertalism, We oppose all
immigration cantrols

We support the right of black peopie
and other oppressed groups to
arganise their own defence We
support all genuine national beraticn
mavements,

We are far an end to all forms of
discrimination against homosexuals.

We are for real, social, economic
and political equality of women

The experience of Hussia

1f you want to know more about Socialist Worker and the Socialist Workers Party fill in the form on page 16.

demonstrates that a socialist
revalutian cannot survive in isolation
N one cauntry.

Russ:a, China and Eastern Europe
are not socialist, but state capitahist

We support the striggles of warkers
In  these. countries agamnst the
bureaucratic ruling class

THE REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

To achieve socialism, the most
militant sections of the warking class
have toc be argamsed nto a
revalutionary socialist party

Such a party can only be built by
actiwily in the mass organisations of
the working class.

We have to prave in practice to other
workers that reformist leaders and
reformist ideas are opposed to ther
own inlerests

We have to build a rank and file
mavement within the urmons

We urge all those who agree with
aur policies ta join with us in the
struggle 1o build the revolutionary
party

A further £150 million
of the surplus was needed
to repay some of those
loans.

In all, over the past five
vears British Gas has paid
over £300 million in in-
ferest payments.

And the cost of keeping
the capitalists far and rich
has heen borne mainly by
the ordinary gas cusiomer,
Howsehold customers pay
about three times what the

Jones,

| am now askKing for your
help, The TGWLU is supposed
to belicve in Equal Pay.

You'll agree we have been
cheated, we think, by the
union as well as management,
and arbitrators are @, goyer-
nor's tool. Another week
outside the door and we would
have had Grade 6.

Sisters

Something should be done
to the Job Evaluation Scheme.
perhaps this is something you
can recommend in Phase 3 to
ensure that emplovees cannot
be cheated by governors with
union’s sanction,

1 want you to look after my
interests now while [ am still
young with a family to bring
up dnd educate, not when lam
old.

| would like to hear from
vou to establish what you are
going to do for the 400 women
I represent.

By the way we lost I8
months back pay with the
Arbitration and BAT's came
down to Yardleys to
celebrate  what a win they
have had! Management had
more help from the TGWU
than we had

I await your reply.

Yours faithfully
J Penfold (Mrs)
DEPUTY CONVENOR

S
Party

STICKERS in support of

Grunwicks, 25pfor ashast

af 12, procesds to the

strike fund. FROM Support

Grunvcks Strikers, 10

Eﬂirclough Strewl. London,
1

HACKNEY NALGO ACTION
GROUP Social. Friday B July,
7.30pm. Chat's Palace, Brooksby's
Walk, London E9. Womean's Theatre
Group with Out, Out, Out on the
Costa del Trico, plus disco and
drinks. Admission 80p, or 50p with
dole card

Excess profits—it’s no gas!

averare industrial
customer pays for his gas,

In the electricity in-
dustry interest payments
have been an even bigger
burden for the consumer.

Over the past five years
the Electricity Council has
paid out something like
£1.727 million in interest
payments. That is almost
£100 for each costomer.
During 1975/6 alone the
interest bill came to £430
million,

That means that 12p in
every £1 vou paid to the
clectricity board was hand-
ed over to the rich as
interest.

When the front pages of
the newspupers were get-
ting hysterical about the
£30 million of British Gas
excess profits, something
rather different was going
on inside the paper, on the
business pages.

Decision

There readers  found
that, on the very same day
Prices Minister Roy
Hattersley promised the
gas profits would be hand-
ed back 1o the consumer,
one of Britain's biggest
builders’ merchanis was
making the same sort of
profits but had no inten-
tion of handing over
anything.

British Plaster Board
have a virtual monopoly of
the plaster board
industry—there  will be
some of their plaster board
in your house or flat. In
1976 they made profits of
£27 million—about 11p in
every £1 worth of goods
they sold,

We read nothing of thiy
profiteering in  the
newspapers.

ndeed, this vear British
industry  will make
profits of over £10
billion, on which they
will pay tix of about £2
billion. Nothing will be
written about that in the
newspapers.

Moving in
on the Tories!

by ALAN WILKINSON

A NEW branch of the SWP
is being formed in Bury St
Edmunds, a small town in
Suffolk. and last week we
sold Socialist Worker on the
market place for the first
Lime ever.

Twelve copies were sold in
two hours and many people
were interested n what was
going on, This is in the
middle of Tary MP Eldon
Griffith's country and we
urge anybody in Bury who
would like to help us build
the branch to contact Jan
Barker on Ipswich 51134,

[ Socialist Worker will
be sold every Saturday
from 10.30am - 12.30pm
and a public meeting is
being planned soon.

Rank and File

DIARY

RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN
LEAFLETS for Dola Queue distrinu-
tan Join tha march to the Blackpoal
TUC. £1 50 tor 500. Monay with
arders to the Rank and File Centre,
agSn Seven Sisters Road. London

JUST OUT  2nd edition of RANK
AND FILE FIREMAN. Ariicles on
Witchhupt against B & F Fireman,
The Fight far £15, The Lassons af
Glasgow 1273, Individual <opies
150, 10 tor 50p. 20 for £1 {8l post
frael from Rank and File Centre,
2653 Seven Sistess Read Landon
N, Cash with orders.

Right 1o Weork Campaign
BADGES: 35 hours now, Fight for
the nght 1o work, Stop the Cuts,
Smash the Secal Contrace, Save our
Wasgpitels. All from thea Right ta Wark
Campaign, 265a Seven Sisters
Road, Leador, N4 T0p aach (- 79
aostagel Cash with orderss olegse
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POISON!

THE LONG hot
summer began in
South London last
Saturday.

One hundred Nazis
poured out of the pubs
and charged us as we
were assembling for a
demonstration in sup-

port of the Lewisham
21.

Among the bricks, eggs and
missiles that came sailing over
was a bottle of a stinging
substance which burst on the
loudspeaker truck and splash-
ed over a woman. This was
identified by a chemist on the
demonstration as Paraquat, a
deadly poisonous weedkiller.

Despite  heavy paolice
pressure to call off the march,
1t proceeded a5 planned. As we
marched through the streets of
Deptford and Lewisham, the
demonstration grew to ahout
400, including 30 to 40 young
blacks who joined us in the
streets.

The Front hecklers
dwindled as the effect of the
drink wore off,

Tactics

The march was called by the
Lewisham 2] Defence Cam-
paign as a protest against
systematic  harassment  and
frame-ups of black vouth in
the area by the police. In
Brook Mill Road. Depiford,
as the march was nearing its
end, we experienced the tactics
of the Lewisham police at first
hand.

The police had angered
evervone by snatching a black
boy and girl out of the march.
But thig incident had passed
and we were drawn up ready
to move off again when they
came in at us in wedge forma-
tion. several police Kicking
and punching at
demonstrators

This attack resulted in 15
arrests personally ordered by
the senjor officers present,
including Commander Ran-

Nazis spread it,
Nazis throw it

-STOP THE

NAZI FRONT

dall of Prince Charles fame,

The attacks on the
demonstration by the Nazis
and in turn by the police- are
the culmination of a month of
growing fascist and paolice
harassment in the area,

We have received well-
founded reports that this
represents a change of tactics
by the Nazis. They are con-
cerned by the rising level of
workers' resistance and by the
renewed growth of socalist
organmisation, especially the
SWP,

Their base among the
warkers has been built on
despair and demoralisation,
They have 'nothing to say on
the fight for wages and jobs,
but they realise that we are
fighting for both, Their cam-
paign  of intimidation s
designed ta nip our fight in the
bud,

Defend

We have been informed that
their South London branches
have been given a free hand to
attack left-wing demonstra-
tions. This is a danger that no
anti-fascist—SWP member or
not—can gnore,

I'he local SWP will be
contacting trade unions,
Labour Parties and all anti-
fascists in the area to defend
the right to demonstrate and
to meet in public free from
fascist harassment.

Report: DAVE PEERS
Pictures: PHIL McCOWAN

On

the Lewisham 21 demonstra

n fast weekenc

We appeal to all other
organisations in building a
front against the Front in the
arca to contact us through
Sacialist Worker right away

O In particular we call for
maximum support for the
Lewisham 21 Defence
Campaign's next march:
Saturday 23 July, assemble
3pm, Lewisham British Rail
station, for march to protest
rally in Lewisham Town
Concert Halil.

RIGHT: NF
members
following the
protest
march. Note
the man
giving the
Nazi salute—
the white
object in his
hand is either
an egg or a
golf-ball,

TONY CLEARY:
School was just a joke.
Conditions were terrible.

The classes were over-
crowded and the teachers
were soft. You could talk
over them.

I'he lowest classes
always got the worst
teachers. If they thought
you were thick, that was
that,

I was supposed to take
two English  O-levels,
Language and Literature.
But the teacher only put
me in for Language.

It was  because the
teacher said we had to use
his interpretation of this
poem he was talking
about, I argued back with
my own interpretation and
he stopped me taking the
exam.

Now it's so boring, You
do the same thing every
day. Parents make 1t really
terrible, saying ‘go out and
get a job, iU's easy.’

for a month. Then she
found out what it’s all
about and changed a bit.
The march is the only
way we can cause a shake-
up and start getting in the
papers. It's our only
chance to fight back.

F

2
TONY MURRAY:

When | left school it was
over a year ago. | was
totally unprepared for
what it was like. [ got this
job and because | worked
hard, slogging my guts out,
they put me on piecework.

Then | rebelled and said
I'd had enough, They took
me off piccework., Fven
then we were only getting
&%4p for assembling a
pushchair,

| passed all the tests for

My mum was off work:

FIVE more marchers for
the September Right to
Work march.

All five went to St
Bonitface's School, in
Plaistow, East London.
Four have nojobstogoto.
The fifth has spent a year
at West Ham College and
still doesn’t have a job.

All five will be setting off
on the four-day march
from Liverpool to
Blackpool to protest at the
Trades Union Congress
this September.

Pictures: Andrew Wigrd (Report)

this job. but they wouldn’t
give it to me—no CSE's,
no O-levels. So I went to
West Ham College for a
year, And now I'vestill got
to find a job.

LAURENCE
FENOGLIO

When 1 first heard about
this march | thought it was
a load of rubbish. But now
I'm unemployed you can
see what it's all about,

It’s really hard, You're
totally unprepared for all
this when vou leave school.
They don't tell you, 1t's so
boring, doing the same
things every day, taking
part time jobs for a few
pounds.

The march will make
people look up and think
and see that we're there.

b

GRAHAM DUNSTER
I went to the carecrs
officc and said | was
interested in biology, so
they said become a male
nurse. | said no way
Then the way my exams
went meant I've no chance
at all. 1 left some of them
after half an hour. They
gave me a labouring job,

but that didn’t last.

Then they wanted me to

that are tull already, You
don't stand a chance most
of the time,

At home my parents
complain  all the time
about getting up late in the
morning or getting in late
at night, Either you get
good exams or that's it,
you get any old job that's
going.

This march has got to
have an effect for all our
sakes.

police one day in the West
End with Tony. We were
by a4 newsagent's stall, The
police leapt out a car and
rushed at us. One grabbed
me by the throat, then
punched me in the mouth.
Then they bounced me off
the railings.

They took me to the
police station. They made
me stand facing & wall,
with my arms and legs
spreadeagled,

Then: they kneed me in
the bollocks. Then they
punched me and threaten-
ed to punch my Kidneysif 1
wouldn't talk to them,

I think 1 might have a
job lined up for the
autumn. But I've not heard
definitely, 1 wrote off to
quite a few addresses.
Some never bothéred to
reply at all,

go to the cooked meat
factory. It was £20 a week
for eight in the morning
through to five. It wasn’t
worth it. Even my dad
said: “It’s slave labour,
don’t take it.’

They send vou to jobs

WE'LL WIPE THAT
YOUR

SMILE OFF
FACE

With thanks to
TEMPORARY
HOARDING

MARK HAYNES:

Most of my friends at
school haven't got jobs,
There’s one, he's working
in a pub for almost no
money, picking up glasses.

I was grabbed by the

SUPPORT for these marchers,
and another 500 like them, is
coming in from trade unionists
all over the country. Over 100
trade union organisations have
already sponsored the march.
The executive of the railway
drivers’ union, ASLEF, has
joined the list of sponsors.
Others are 13 shop stewards’
committees, including
Gardners in Manchester, the
TGWU at Chrysler Linwood,
and J C Moores SOGAT in
Liverpool. Among nine trades

s

councils are Wigan, y 4
Warrington, Derby and ,
Newcastle. &
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It suits the

streets of Belfacl

judges
convicted rapisis
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to have
roaming the
in army un-

itorm. But if you're a gypsy. you

get seven years it

WATCH OUT for Con-
stable Peter Jones from
Widnes in Cheshire. He's
a man with a great luture.

Known as ‘supercop’ PC
Jones has already earned a
commendation from his
chief constable and a
promise of CID job after
only I8 munths in the force,

His claim to fame is that
he has arrested 145 people so
far which is something of a
record,

He told the Sunday Times
recently:  ‘Most  of the
offenders we lock up are 16-
19, unemployed labourers
who would be in the forces if
we had conscription.”

PC Jones takes a genuine
pride in his "work” and does

1 jail

PROFILE OF
A SUPERCOP

not of course believe in the
police officers” right to
strike.

He hoasts that only three
of his victims lodged com-
plaints over strong arm
tactics. One of those was
dropped.

t.ast word from the man
who has been honoured for
his dedication:

“To me locking somebody
up is just like going for a
couple of pinis.”

Rape and the judges

RAPE IS among the most
horrible offences that any one
individual can commit against
another. It involves personal
humiliation for the victim to a
degree that is frue of almost no.
other crime.

The courts and the judges have
for years been biased against the
victims of rape in case after case.
Many cases are not taken to court
each year because women fear
ll;unher humiliation in the witness

0X.

The bias of judges against women
extends well bevond rape cases. Accor-
ding to the Probation (Mficers” journal
women are five times as likely s men to
be sent to prison for a first offence. On s

wide number of offencés women are
likely to be sent to prison while men
receive suspended sentences or fines,
These were not the questions that
concerned the editorial writers of the
Daily Express. the Sun and the Daily
Telegraph when they denounced the
three High Court judges who two weeks
apo released a soldier convicted of rape.

Law and order

For the Express and the Sun, and
their supporters in the Tory Party, the
issue was ‘law and order’, The supposed
‘softness’ of the judges was unother
excuse to hammer home their familiar
warnings about the ‘rise in crime’, the
‘overpressed police force’ and the ‘need
for sterner measures to safeguard law
and order’.

The tone and content of much of

their comment was Indistinguishable
from their denunciations of football
hooligans. or alleged “black muggers at
Notting Hill".

Just two months ago there was very
little press publicity sbout a similar
rape case. A judge freed four men found
guilty of raping a young girl.

The circumstances of the case ex-
plain why the judge freed them, and
why there was so little press comment.

The four soldiers were members of
the English army, they were on duty, in
uniform, manning a checkpoint in
Belfast when they raped the young girl.
The judge who freed them was a former
army officer.

In sharp contrast just last week
another judge sent a 17 year old boy to

rison for seven years for rape. The boy
uppens 1o be a gypsy.

If he had been black he would

’robably have got 10 years not seven.

The same double standards exist
throughout the law. Last month an Old
Etonian and former Guards Officer,
who went around holding up banks
with a sawn off shot gun, got =&
suspended sentence.

Reactionary

If he had come from the East End of
London, like George Ince or George
Davies, he would have got 15 to 20
years,

Judges look after their own, They
protect society as it now exists, whether
they are sending social security
‘seroungers’ to juil or granting injunc-
tions against trade unionists on strike.

1t is foolish and dangerous to believe
that on the one question of rape judges
will behave any differently, or that the

law will suddenly
exist to protect and help
people,

The laws on rape, and the
apparatus that existsto back
them up, cannot be
seperated off from the rest of

THERE ARE more police
than pickets outside the
Grunwick factory gates—
and that's official

Figures released by
Merlyn Rees in the House
of Commons reveal thaton
July 27 there were 900
pickets and 1356 police.

Overheard on the first
day of the picket: ‘Heylads,
whal are you trying to do,
get a century before
lunch?’

THE FOLLOWING notice
appeared under company
letter head paper on the
notice board at L
Whitaker and Sons mill in
Lancashire. ‘Patrick’ is
the son of the managing
director:

‘Patrick celebrates his
271st birthday on June:29
and, as is customary, com-
pany employees make
their own presentation;

‘A collection will ‘be
made this week and, 'as
before, an amount of 30p
has been suggested. This
is only a8 guide and it is
entirely up to each in-
dividual to give whatever
he wishes.'

TIGHTENING OUR
BELTS: The caviar bar
opened by Viscount New-
port'in London last year is
thriving, According to the
Evening News large quan-
tities of caviar are being
dished out 'at prices that
could feed a small family
for a day or two,’

It's apparently such a
successtful idea in these
hard times that another
similar establishment is
being opened at the Em- "
press Club this week,

Members can stuff their
faces with Beluga caviar at
£4 50 an ounce, washed
down with champagne at
£4.50 a bottle.

the law, the judges, the
police, the prisons.

Muny societies have had
severe luws on rape. In the
Linited States the Supreme
Court has just ruled that the
state of Georgia cannot
execute a man for rape.

Georgin is one of the most
reactionary states in the deep
south, The oppression of
women has always been
much worse there than in
many states.

The law on rape in
Georgia has nothing to do
with protecting women. Itis
part of the apparatus of
repression  created in the
deep south after the civil war

TO-DAY’S DILEMMA

To get a Shirt, must I join the Fascists? .

The freedom to do
what they’re told

VICTOR MATTHEWS,
deputy chairman of giant
Ivafalgar Housc In-
vestments, has joined the
ranks of the ipress barons
since the company have
taken over Beaverbrook
newspapers.

But he obviously hasn’t
been properly schooled

he new boss of The

Ry EXpress

Sunday

Express and Evening
Standard. is quoted in the
Daily Telegraph as say-
ing:

‘By and large the
editors will have com-
plete freedom as long as
they agree with the policy
1 lay down.’

And what s
policy?

*Belicve in Britain and
look for the good things.’

this

Spot the scrounger

OSCOTLAND has just
got itself another
member of the nobility—
at a costof £5,650and a
two and a half day court
hearing.

Sir John Makgill of
Kemback and Brackmont
has proved he is entitied
to the Viscountcy of Ox-
fuird, succeeding the se-
cond viscount who died
in 1708

Ry
1934 . ..

FROM AN
exhibition of
cartoons and
pictures from
the thirties and
seventies at the
Half Moon
Gallery in Alie
Street, London
E1l.

There have been moves
to set up a8 committee to
investigate the archaic
law which entitles paople
to claim these titles at
great public expense, but
this has sparked off a
string of protests from
several Lords.

Lord Fraser said in the
House
deprive a small group of
people of a vested right
would be entirely wrong.

s 2 T
R

Bingham
Crown

His

of Lords: ‘To entitled

years

JOHN MCcALEAVEY was
described by Judge

obtained £93 from social
security by forging his war
pension order
to a
£18.75 a week.

He was jailed for two

" n

champagne

last year.

Liverpool

Court as a
‘professional cadger’

unemployment.

O IMPORTS of French
to Britain
Increased by 63 per cent

O GROWING unemploy-
ment_is putting tremen

social security rights and

freed the slaves over one
hundred years ago:

The Jaw on rape in par-
ticular comes from the
racialist mythology about
blacks created to allow the
whites to control society '
after the civil war. It made
legalised lynching of blacks
commonplace for 70 years.

Precedents

No single law exists in
isolation from the soviety
that created it. The English
judges that interpref the law,
and 1o # large extent make it
up as they go along through
what they call precedents,
are the most bigoted yicious-
Iy reactionary and elitist
ruling class representativesit
is possible to find anywhere.

More and more they are
the real front line defenders
of capitalism. Injunctions.
writs, contempt of court,
Public Inquiries, the judges
are there, steering a wuy
through, but not for us.

These men willnot change
their spots just on the issue
of rape, Instead they will
continue 1o be lenient
towards serving  soldiers,
officers, old Ftonians and all
the rest of them.

They will continue to
impose savage sentences on
working class people, and on
young blacks in particular,
whether they have been
found guilty’ of rape. mugg-
ing, foothall hooliganism or
anything else.

Socialist
Worker
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® Cigarettes

stubbed out
on neck

® Man, 64
beaten
senseless

POLICE

TORTURE!

IN THE LAST three
weeks, 64-year-old
Peter McGraith has
said only three words:
‘home . . . bath . . .
hospital’. '

Doctors at the Tyrone
Mental Hospital in Northern
Ireland, where he is detained,
say they do not know when, if
ever, he will be able to speak
again,

BARRACKS

Mr McGrath was arrested at 6
am on I3 Junc by detectives
investigating the killing of three
Royal Ulster Constabulary men
in an ambush at Ardboe on 2
June and taken to the ‘interroga-
tion centre’ 40 miles away at
Castlereagh Barracks.

For the next week, his relatives, a
solicitor and & doctor made frantic
efforts 1o get in to see him. All were
refused.,

On 20 June, after a habeas corpus
action, he was brought before the
Lord Chief Justice, Mr McGrath was
driven by police to a hospital in
Dungannon. Doctors there refused to
admit him and referred the police to
the mental hospital at Omagh, Mr
McGrath had no previous history of
mental iness.

What happened was that Peter
McGrath had been driven mad by the
RUC, It Is impossible 1o say what
exactly was done o him: he cannot,
and the RUC will not, rell,

SUSPECTS

He is the latest in a long list of cases
which leave no room for doubt that it
18 RUC policy to torture ‘confessions’
out of suspects. Neither can there be
much doubt that the torture is
approved by Labour's Secretary of
State for the North. Roy Mason,

Mason said last week that the
RUC's detection record is
‘remarkable’ and produced statistics
to prove it-—63 ‘Provisional officers’
arrested this year and so on, Such
statistics are the basis of all the
natiopal press stories about the RUC
‘getting on top of the terrorists’,

But the story behind the statistics is
SAVAge,

Two weeks ago, for example, a
Belfast court refused to admit a
‘confession” by 2l-year-old Terence
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Eamonn McCann reports

Magill of Turf Lodge after he showed
burn marks on his back, arms and
neck where Special Branch men had
stubbed out their cigarettes.

Three weeks ago, Peter McKenna
was awarded £4000 for having been
beaten non-stop for 24 hours by RUC
men at Cookstown. Five policemen
were acquitted of causing gricvous
bodily harm after each in turn refused
to give evidence against the others.

Brian Grugan of Draperstown has
described how RUC men in Derry
flung him around a room by the hair,

kicked and beat him and made him do
press-ups until he coliapsed, then tore
off all his clothes and made him stand
with legs outstretched while police
mocked and jeered at his body.
Owen O'Neill, held for seven days
in Cookstown last month, had hair
pulled out in tofts from his head and
moustache, npping away skin, One
doctor reported detailed injuries to
his testicles. Owen said that when he
vomited after being forced to do
press-ups, an RUC man soaked up
the vomit with a tissue and then

b |
B

forced the tissue into his mouth,

On 23 June, 18-year-old Brenda
Murray of the Short Strand in Belfast
was released on appeal against a 15-
year sentence of fircbombing a
boutique on Good Friday last year—
*which she confessed to'.

Evidence at the appeal court
showed she could not possibly have
been guiity, Brenda told journalists
after the case that a RUC man in
North Queen Street Barracks had
presented her with a ready-made
confession and that a police-woman
called Angela had simply beaten her
until she signed it.

There are liverally scores of’

LENIN:

BUILDING

THE PARTY

Three excerpts from the
first volume. of Tony
Cliff's biography of Lenin
published for the first
time in fars: {lranian)
They deal with the early
period of the struggle in
Russia, the internal life
of the Bolshevik party.
40p (inc. postage) or
30p each for orders of
ten or more from SWP,
6 Cottons Gardens,
London E2.
Cheques/bankers’

g

This picture was confiscated at gunpoint by soldiers of the corrupt regime in Grenada,
West Indies. The people are fleeing after the soldiers opened fired shots to break up a
rally against Eric Gairy, the Prime Minister who was recently knighted by the Queen
and who has shown considerable friendship towards the military regime in Chile.

such cases which could be
quoted.

And scores of people, not
as Jucky as Brenda Murray or
as resilient as Brian Grugan,
Peter McKenna and Owen
(Neill serving long sentences
for ‘erimes’ they did not com-
mit,

In & statement last week
RUC Chief Constable
Kenneth Newman insisted
that prisoners were inflicting

all these injuries on
themseives teanng out their
own hair, stubbing out

cigarettes on their backs.
kicking themselves in the
testicies. .

lhe torture is now so
widespread  that  priests,

orders payable to SWP
International Fund.

no indication how it happen-

ANOTHER VICTIM OF THE SHAH?

SIX WEEKS ago, Ali

time of his death, he was

lawyers, doctors and
eminently moderale
politicians have joined the
protest.

Three Sundays ago, priests
at all the masses in & Tyrone
parish read a statement

® Woman
made to
® ‘confess’

BADGES, in red and black. 20p
each Iplus 9p postage) or £2 for
ten £15 for 100 From SWP
Internationa! Dapanmant, 6 Cot-
tons Gardens, London E2 {che-
ques paysble to SW International
Fund)

Shahriati managed to get ed.

out of Iran.

Travelling on a false
passporl, he came to London,
Two weeks ago, his wife and
three children were supposed
to have come to join him—yet
only the elder two children
were on the plane,

They told their father his
wife and the other child, aged
three, had been arrested.

The following day Ali was

Jound dead in his flat—with

Police have refused a re-
quest for an autopsy because
no relative still in Iran will
dare authorise one,

Prison

Ali had spent 18 of the 42
vears of his life serving
different prison terms. He was
tortured savagely on many
different occasions and at the

preparing a book on one of
Iran’s most notorious torture
centres. the Comite in Tehran,

Once his family were safely
here. Ali had intended to give
extensive interviews to the
press ‘dnd to allow them to
photograph the marks of
torture still on his body.

Ali Shahriati was a Muslem
leftist and held ideas very
different from ours on many
issues, But his murder is a loss
for us all.

appealingto Mason to stop it.

A declegation of lawyers
and doctors is to visitthe new
Southern Prime Minister,
Jack Lynch. to ask him to
intervene

But there is little chance the
torture will be stopped by
these methods. Mason knows
aircady it is happening and
clearly accepts it.

It 1s part and parcel of
'security policy.

® Vomit
forced
in mouth
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Spain: The crisis
votes cannot solve

MANY socialists who work
with us in the struggle in the
factories and cities voted for
the Socialist and Communist
parties in Spain's recent elec-
tions because they seem more
credible when it comes to
‘grand politics”.

But we also saw, from the
meagre vote for the extreme
right-wing Popular Alliance,
that most Spanish pcople are
against Franco and evervthing
he stood for

Masses

I'he revolutionary Left used
the elections to put across its
ideas to masses of people who
hadn’t been reached before.

Four or five times as many
people went to revolutionary
socialist meetings as voted for
our candidates.

Fhe four different
revolutionary lists only got 1.2
per cent of the votes, Only in
the Basque country did a
coalition of revolutionary
nationalists and revolutionary
socialists succeed in winning

From Luis Planas
in Valencia, Spain

one seat in congress and one in
the Senate,

A constitutional debate is
now opening. The new parlia-
ment has to draw up a con-
stitution in place of Franco's
fascist laws.

The mam debate will be
should we accept & caricature
of paolitical liberty as the most
we can get without provoking
a reaction from the conser-
vative sections of the army?

The caricature is not much
use as Jong as the sconomic
situation remains  so
desperate.

Prices are up this year by 30
per cent. One in ten of the
population are out of work

There has been no real truce
in the class struggle, and it wil
intensify as people realise tha
the parties they voted for can®
StOp  prices rising, Or raise
wages or find jobs for the
unemployed,

« that maps ne
e M
fantastic Cgr?é‘egs the
5 sorio
Atnciz the whole ‘;GW
affec n—and the 4T
Sysie e for Socla"lz,uce
st&;.uzgg including Po=
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The 65,000-c

WHATS

question:

KELLY’S CORNER: Bought for 65,000 dollars, one of 11 race-horses owned : Ward

ON THE LEFT, Kelly's Corner,

bought for 65,000 dollars in the

Saratoga Sales, has spent 1977
chewing grass in the Berkshire
Dales.

Trainer's fees: £60 a week. Owner:
George Ward.
ON THE RIGHT, Yasu Patel, hired to
work in sweatshop, has spent 1977
and much of 1976 being harassed by
police on picket line in North West
London.

Take-home pay: £22 for a 40-hour
week. Owner: George Ward.

There, in a few words, are the two
sides of George Ward. They are not
unconnected, :

Kelly’'s Corner is one of 11
racehorses owned and maintained at
sky-high cost by the slave-driver of
Grunwicks.

Yasu Patel is one of 80 men and
women fighting the savage exploita-
tion that helps to foot those bills.

George Ward is only able to enjoy

.

the Sport of Kings because  his

" hirelings are forced to endure the

Sweat of Slavery.

Yasu and her comrades struck last
August when they could endure it no
more.

Workers would be sacked at the
whim of a manager. Abuse and
contempt were part of every working
day. If you wanted to go to the toilet,
you had to put your hand up and ask
permission. -

And, on top of this regime to affront

'GEORGE

£60aweek

George Wards

GOT T
STRIKE

WARD: Money to burn

of

money

human dignity, the breadline wages

Much has, of course, changed sing
the strike and the mass pickets p
Ward’s sweatshop under the glare ¢

publicity. The factory has been clea
ed up, wages have been push
beyond the poverty line.

That much Yasu and the others haw
achieved, so far for others to enjoy.

Victory will mean much more:
triumph- for human dignity—a
perhaps, parity with a racehorse cal
Kelly‘’s Corner.



ollar

[HIS HORSE
\T THIS
 HASN'T?

WHAT'’S at the bottom
of the North Sea oil
boom?

Diving is many times
more dangerous than min-
ing or trawling. You're 32
times more likely to be
killed if you work on arig
than in a factory—with 12
workers Killed in 1974,
rising to 15 last year.

Deaths receive a few lines
in the press and inquests use
strange terms like *hyperther-
mia’ and ‘nitrogen
saturation'—when they really
mean_ being boiled to death
and other horrors.

When exploration started
in the North Sea, 400ft was
the decpest working depth
and the men involved were
mainly experienced, navy-
trained divers.

But such was the thirst for
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Death-the other
side of the North

By Barney Crockett
and Christine Matheson

greater profits that drilling
rigs went deeper and deeper.
Knowing the risks, most of
the experienced divers went
home, leaving the work to the
more desperate and less ex-
perienced,

Horrific

Diving is now often deeper
than 1000 feet. At such depths
the darkness is complete and
the temperature & permanent
1 degree centigrade,

The few fish that can
survive at such depths can
explode if brought to the
surface—seo can the divers.

To compensate for the
depth, divers breathe a mix-
ture of pases with 95 per cent
Helium. The decrease in
oxygen to the brain can make-

mistakes more common,

The dangers aren't limited
to the horrific and spec-
tacular accidents but also
include the effects of massive
pressure  on  bodies not
naturally adapted to them.

Divers now spend 24-30
hours de-compressing after a
work period of less than 30
minutes. Jucques Cousteau is
one of many authorities who
have predicted that many will
die in agony, crippled by
arthritic diseases of the joints.

Nobody in Britain will
speak about this because
capitalism needs that oil so
badly.

Accidents are numerous,
Depariment of Employment
figures show S0 serious ac-
cidents a year—but this ac-

The firms who love profits
and hate trade unions

MOST oil companies
have long histories of
virulent anti-unionism.

Many are from the
southern states of America
and  have extreme, racist
attitudes towards both blacks
and Scots. -

Any attempts at even the
most rudimentary organisia-
tion, such as collections for
injured men, can be met by
immediately despatching the

culprits on a helicopter.
Sackings are ascommon as
accidents. Men are sacked for
being ill, ‘cheeky’, ‘lazy’,
long-haired or unhappy.
Hours are long—84 a week
with overtime on top. Con-
ditions are desperate. Men
arc often not allowed to leave
the wind-swept platform,
even if they are injured,
Because management don't,
like the men co-operating or
having ideas there is little for

BOOM? WHAT BOOM?

IF YOU think oil has brought
prosperity to Aberdeen, you
arc Wrong.

Few people involved in oil
production have benefitted,
and most of these represent
Amencan oil companies.

Landlords and shopkeepers
have cashed in on the ‘boom
town’ image of Aberdeen, The
result is extortionate rents and
food prices well above the
national ayerage,

Queues for cheap food have
become increasingly common

and second-hand clothes'
shops have multiplied,

Housing conditions ‘are
disgraceful. Aberdecn can
boast the largest number of
houses with outside toilets in
Britain.

In 1971-2, only 92 council
houses were built—and three
blocks of multi-storey office
blocks went up,

The office blocks are still
empty, Thousands of pcor)c
are on the waiting hst for
council houses.

them to do when they're not
working, except ecat, sleep
and play cards.

On some rigs, the doors are
taken off the toilets to prevent
masturbation!

The racial divisions
between the workers are
ruthlessly exploited by the
bosses.

The few American workers
who are Cajun or Red Indian
are treated like shit by the
foremen, Scots are ‘lazy
bastards’, but are expected to
take it oul on Spanish and
Portuguese kitchen staff, who
are foreed to stay on the rig
for as long as six months
without a break.

Thousands of young
workers come north looking
for work. They find it hard 1o
get, and accommodation on
shore almost impossible

The hideous sell-out
of the recent action by rig
helicopter pilots by their
union, BALPA, which has
formally agreed that pilots
can be victimised for joining
BALPA, is the latest set-
back.

Sea Qil story....

counts only for those
reported. No doubt the real
figure is many times higher.

What is the government's
attitude to these appalling
conditions?

In 1974 the Health and
Safety Act passed through
parlinment. But its provisions
do not cover offshore in-
stallations.

Now the government is
extending the Actto coverthe
oil rigs and to transfer
responsibility for safety to the
Health and Safety Commis-
sion.

Worse still

But these new regulations
will not automatically apply
to the offshore oil and gas
industry and u further deci-
sion is awaited to apply them
to offshore pipelines, in-
stallations and so on.

Worse still, the part of the
extended Health and Safety
Act which concerned the
appointment of safety
representatives and  safety
committees at places of work
has been deliberately held up
by none other than Albert
Booth, Minister for Un-
employment, His excuse—"..
, the estimated costs involved
and the current need to
restrict expenditure’,

Perhaps this is hiv method
for bringing down unemploy-
men, kill off a few with jobs®

Divers needn't face these
appalling risks. There is
plenty of oil in safer areas.

Squalid

Work on North Sea oil
could be slowed down were it
not for the anarchic logic of
the balance of payments.
Automatic tele-guided sub-
marines could do much of the
divers’ work, but only =
greater costs in terms of lost
production time,

Recently John Gouriet of
the NAFF, the right-wing
organisation that's behind
Grunwicks management,
came (o Aberdeen (ospeak 1o
divers. To tell them how to
organise to save their ives?

No, how to dodge income
tax more efficiently. That =
the only squalid type of
freedom’ his type will ever
support.
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BUILD THE SOCIALIST ALTERNATIVE!

Scotland

EASTERHOUSE Sociakst Workers
Party  public meeting: Why  the
Labour Parly stinks. Speakers: Willio
Dolan and 8 lcal trode unionist
Thursday 14 July, 3pm, Blaitummock
Mouse

North East

TEESSIDE: Any unamployed
mambers with Tune on their hands
urgently needed 1o help build Sacalbist
Warkers Party on Teessige Phone
Alan Borrall, Middlesborough 86474

JARROW HEBBURN Socialist
Workers Party public meeting: Why
you shoukd be a socialist. Speaker
Tony Ciif. Wednesday 13 July, Bpm,
Crown snd Anchor, Chapel Rd,
Jarcow

NORTH SHIELDS and WALLSEND
Socialist Workers Party public
meating: Why you shoukd be a
socialisl Speaker Tony Clift. Thurs.
day 14 July, Bpm, Newlle Hotal
Rudyerd Street, North Shiekds

Humberside

HULL Socialist Workers Party publie
maeting. Lenin' Speaker: Tory CIiff
Friday 15 July, " Spm. George Sireel,
Hull Admisswon 10p

Yorkshire

| EEDS Socislist Workers Party new
members’ meet : A series of
fortnightly  discusson  maetings,
Thursdays, 8om, Leeds Traoes Coun-
ol Club, Sawnile Mount, Chapelawn
Road

14 Juty. Is thera really a communst
worle? Speaker. Brian Parkin.

28 July lretand . is there s solu
non? Speaker: Fred Mikson

ROTHEAMAM Soculist Workers
Party mests every Thursday, 7.30pm,
High House pub, Ship HiIE AN
walcoma

:ONTEFRACT Socialist Workers

oty fic : Why you
should E'.". socialist, goukav Paul
Foot  Thursday 21 July, Bpm,
Fortefract Town Hall

North West

WARRAINGTON Socialist Workers
Party digoussion meetings: Thursday
fortnightly, 8om. Rad Lion, Winwick
Ad

14 July: Jsck Roberison, [AUEW
steward, Massey-Fergusaon) on work-
ing in Trade Uniors. All welcome

O For further details, phone
Padgste B11584 or Newton:le-
Willows 21284

NORTH EAST MANCHESTER
Women's Vewe Group GRAND
BARBECUE: fuod. uooze (plesse
bring some toely and music in the
sper ar (nside 4 wetl Saturday 9
July ~Bpn sharp. 6 Pensby Walk,
Callyrurst {oppasite the ald Cotlyhurst
es1atel Entrance Dy ncket, S0p fram
WV Groug members KIDS
WELCOME (frael

MERSEYSIDE Socislist Workers
Party maesting for all members:
Natonal  Conferance report-back
Sundagy 10 July, Bpm, The Triton
Hotel, Paradise Steel  Liverpool
lopposite  the Holidsy Inn). Al
Merseyside members to  attend
Mambers from Chester, Wrexham, St
Helens, Warrmngton, Wigan, etc
welcome

MERSEYSIDE Socialist Workers
Party day school: Why we need &
rank and fila movement. Speaker:
Tony Cliff, Sessions oo organising ain
your workplece, factory bulleting, etc
Sunday 17 July, 11am-530pm,
Stanley House, Upper Parliament
Street, Liverpool B. Crache available
All merseyside SWP members to
attend—50p unemployed, 20p
Students and unemployed.

r-----

 Socialist Worker public meetings

O Send notices—to reach us first post Monday—to What's on SW, Corbridge Works, 9
Corbridge Crescent, London E2.

WHICH
ROAD -'
70

SOCIALISM?

-

Py XS

WALTHAMSTOW: A
debate between South
Essex Communist Party
and Outer East London
Socialist Workers Par-

ty.
Thursday 21 July, 8pm,
Ross Wyld Hall (corner of
Hoe Street and High
Street), Walthamstow,
London E17. Everyone
welcome to come, listen
and join in debate,

(Yl e B panght

PRESTON: A debate between
the Labour Party and the Socialist
Workers Party.

Thursday 14 July, 8pm, The
Golden Cross, Lancaster Road
(near the Market). All welcome.

A STUFF THE JUBILEE SOCIAL,

Union, Sh

STUFF THE JUBILEE
ROLL ON THE RED REPUBLIC

Jubilations

;eatum\g High Flsme reggae band, disco. late bar,
ood

Friday 8 July, 8pm 1| Iate, Bar 2, University Students
ield. Tickets £1 (unemployed G0p)|

SOUTHAMPTON Socsahist Workers party

Speaker: Paul Foot, plus North West Spannar's play

Friday 8 July 7 30pm. St Matthews Hall, St Mary's
Raad

R L A s g ey
BIRMINGHAM Socialist Workers Party

STUFF THE JUBILEE FESTIVAL
Films, theatre, meetings, food, books,
evening social, creche and kid’s fun,

Saturday 9 July, 1.30pm-6pm, Friends Meeting
House, Bull Street, City Cantre:
Single ticket £1, double £1.50

JUBILEE!

SHEFFIELD Rock Against Racism presents

STUFF THE JUBILEE badges,
posters and stickers still availsble:

The Queen and other roysl
SCIOUNGErs are wisiting varnous
owns andcibes throughout the
summer - maka suee thay get the
walcome they deservel BADGES.
20p aach, 10 lor £1.50. 50 for £7,

LC—'-—’:D/ i l_]/

THATS NOTHING —
g —h\ I'vE BEEN on THE
~ "——-R ju’“ﬁ POLE =]

—

100 for £73 POSTERS (Spot the
Scrounger] 30 for £1 (plus 50p
postagel, 100 for £3 (plus 1
postagal. STICKERS (aight
diterem designs): BOO for £1.60
{plus  BOp postagel Cash wath
ardars 10 SW Recordings, Carbiridge
Works, Corbridge Crascent, London
£2 908

[1One copy of the book,

.
s

WYTHENSHAWE Socinlist Workers
Party  meetings:  Fortnightly,  on
Wednesdays., Small Room,
Wythenshawe Communidy Assacia
tion, Portway, Woodhouse Park

20 July Scca! Comract—or Con-
ek ? Speaker Steve Taylar

Midlands

WOLVERMAMPTON Soclalist
Workars Party maats every Thursday
Spm. The Gasrick pub (off 1he Mander
Cenire)

7 July Wha was Luxembourg?
14 Nty The dictatorship of the
[rolatana

DUDLEY Socishist Workers Party
public meeting: Women yggnd
Socialism,  Spesker: SHaila
McGregor. Monday 11 July, Bpm, The
Smiling Man, Hall Street, Dudley
Plus play by Mudland Red Theatre
Group. Admission 30p.

East Anglia

LINCOLN Socislist Workers Party
public = meeting: Case  for
Socialism Spasker: Tony Cliff. Thurs
day 21 July, Bpm. Mary-de-Wiglord
Church Hali, 51 Mary's Street

IPSWICH Soclalist Workers Party
pregents an evening of socialist
entertainment:  Featuring CAST
socialist theatre group with Sam the
Man. thelr com fragedy about the
sad times of 8 left-wing Labour MP.
Al=o folk musac, food, bar til 11 30pm
and disco. Ssturday 16 July, 8pm,
Gardinars Arms, Bishops Hill, Admis-
si0n £1 [claimants and OAPs 60p)

IPSWICH Socislist Workers Party
public meeting: Why you should be &
socialist. Speaker: John Deason
Wednesday 20 Jluy. 8pm, Station
Hotel. Burrefl Road

ELY Socislist Workers Party public
meeting: The Socialst Fight sgainst
the Cuts Speaker. John Ure, Fridey
15 July. Bpm. Ely Maltings.

IPSWICH Socialist Worksrs Porty
wimble  sale: Saturdsy 16 July,
2.30pm  All Hallows Hall, Landseer
Road, lpswich, Suffolk.

South East

WATFORD Sociaslist Workers Party
inaugural public meeting: The Cass
for Socialism. Speaker: Paul Foot
Wednesday 13 July, Bpm, Trades snd
Labour Hall, Woodtord Road, Watford
All welcome

SOUTHEND Socialist Workers Par-
ty social: Dsco, food, raffle, fun.
Saturday 9 July, B 30pm onwards, 33
Rothwell Close, Leigh Tickets 50p
(20p clasmants and unemploved) and
brng & boltle

OXFORD Sociakist Workers Party
discussion meetings: Fortnightly, in
Thursdays, 7 30pm, The Grayhound
oy bus station}

14 July: Can sccialism come
through parliament?

28 July: Women, aqual pay, and
housework

London
OUTER EAST LONDON Socialist
Workers Party trip to Camber

Sands—a socialist Sunday on the
beach. Sunday 10 Juby, tickets £2 26
employed. £1 26 unemployed, kids
free. For more details phone S0%-
0684 |Potluck. Newham and
Newham Teschers SWP  brin
sandwiches, Iford and Romford SW!
cakes and biscuits, Walthamsiow
SWP salads and fruit. Enough for four
plaasa)

ISLINGTON COUNCIL WORKERS
Socislist Workers Party discussion
meeting: China _ Speaker.  Nora
Carlin. Thursday 14 July, 6.15pm,
Bread and Roses. 316 Upper Street,
London N1

LEA VALLEY Socialist Workers
public mesting: Workers'
revolution—what does it really mean?
Speaker. Tony Cliff Wednesdey 20
July, 8pm_ West Green Library, Vin
cent Road (off West Green Rd) London
N15 (Turnpike Lane Tube|

[ One copy for 50p

many lives.

you read it?

-------—-----.-------
Please send me . . . copies of

WHY YOU SHOULD BE A SOCIALIST at

[ Five copies for £2

plus Socialist Worker each week for the next two months for £1 50.
Ploase tick sppropriste box

We socialists are not fanatics or time
servers. We are socialists because we
see the prospect which life holds out
for all working people.

We want the commitment of
workers who laugh and live and want
to end the wretchedness and despair
which shuts love and laughter out of so

We do not have to spend the rest of
our lives, and leave our children to
spend the rest of their lives. wrestling
in the struggle against a mean and
despotic ruling class,

Society can be changed, but only if
masses of working people abandon the
rotten shipwreck of the ‘leave it to us’
reformers, and commit themselves to
change from below.

This pamphlet puts our case. Will

--J

all prices include pastage '
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orders made payable to SW Distributors please), 1
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6 Cottons Gardens, Londoi, E2. I
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SOUTH LONDON Socialist Workaers
Party public meeting: Education—
social service or social opgresseon?
Speskars: Aick Noss (NUT) and a local
primary school teacher. Thursday 14
July, 7 30pm, The Wheatshea! [op-
pasite Tooting Bec tube.)

NORTH LONDON WOMENS
VOICE Public Meeting: RAPE-~IS
THERE ANY JUSTICE
British justice recantly decided that 8
GUBrdaman s carser wis more impor-
tan that the vicious horrendous
aftack ha carried oul on 8 young
woman

Alison  Kirfan NUT)L  opans the
dscusgion on the ways 1the law
discriminates against women. Mon
day 18 July, 8pm, The Bechive Pub,
Stoneleigh Road, Tottenham N17
{nearest tube Seven Sisters) If you
wauld like 10 come and hawve babysit
ting problems. please phane Mandy
un 607 BOB7 or Dian 348 2041)

RURTH LONDON Wormens Vo Group
Jumble Sale  Tuesdsy 12 July
7 00per cowards. YWCA (Tottenham
Community Project. Tottenham High
Road N17 We naed as many helpars
a8 possible Plegse phone 607 BOG7Y
ar 348 2041 with offers of help ar
dargils of any jumdle you have.

EUNGTON District SWP Fund Raisi
Mid Summer Party  Sawurday
July from 8 30pm onwards, 90
Mount View Roasd. N4. Doot bring a
boltke! Dan't spend all your monay n
1he publ A graat hima (o ba had by ail!
plenty of food and drick svailable
Tickats 25p

SOUTH LONDON Right to Work
Campaign/Women's Voice
presants: ‘Whistling a1t Milestones’. a
play by Alex Glasgow, performed by
Pirate Jenny, about unemployrment in
Jarraw betweaen the wars. Thursday
14 July, 7.30 Stockwell Hall, Brixton,

Action in

the unions

TGWU. Meeoung for all SWP
members N the Transport and

Generai Workers Union. Saturday 16
Jily, 1pm-530pm 0 Manchester
Report back from TGWU Bienmal
Conference, future TGWU work

ASTMS. Meating for all  SWP

nambess in the white-collar workers”

union ASTMS. Saturdey 22 July 1pm
5 30pm e Lordon

NALGO. Conlerance for alf SWP
members in NALGO. Saturday 16
Jaty, 10.30am, Theatre 1. Chapman
Building, Unwersiy  of  Saltorg
Manchaster and Suntay 17 July,
Students  Umon, University House,
University of Salford. Desco on Satur-
day nght Accommodaton  phone
Dave Gibson. Bolten 33699 [harme)

SERECOORIVLBIARCHE
WEEKEND SCHOOLS
FOR NEW MEMBERS

Discussions on
The Roots to Reformist
Politics
The Communist Tradition
Stalinism and Anti-
t Stalinism
Revolutionary Politics
Today

LEEDS: Weekend 30-31
Director. Fred Milsam
BIRMINGHAM: Weakend 13-14
August. Director; Shaila McGregor.
LONDON Weekend ?»6
Spetember. Director: Frad Lindop
= Fee £1 Accommodation provid
nd. Open 10 all members of ane
year s siancteng or less. All districts
o send students

WRITE TO: Pete Fysh, 6
Cottons Gardens, London
E2. Details will be sent
individually.

CIVIL SERVICE: Meenng for ¥ ciwl
servants o the Sccalist Workers
Party i the Norih West Sunday 10
July, 2pen to Bpen. 2B Dawson Street,
Lverpaol ¥ just off Whitechapel, near
Lwerpocl Plavhouse) Topecs for dis-
russion include Being a
revolutiongry i the trede  union
movement, whal dowe mean by rank
and file, building Aedder Tape groups.
Speakars Jack Robertson, Caraline
Conway Any problems, phone O1-
BO0 B550

Wil any comrades sttending the
TUC NATIONAL COURSES inShet-
field, 915 July, 16:22 July, 23-29
July, piease phone Lesley Klein,
Sheffield 686312 in advance to
arranga SW sales/meetings

HEALTH SERVICE: Meating for all
London SWP members working in the
NHS. Wadnesday 13 July, 7.30pm,
The Prince Albert, Wharfedale Road,
London N1

SW Notices

July

"DCIALIST  WORKER  YOUTH
MOVEMENT mumbers who are
wlegatas 1o thw Nabanal Union of

Sehos! Stogants Conterence orn 910
by please contact the SWYM offce
4 Oosen St Glasgow iphone 041

IR A28 immedialaly

Would all SWP members going on
boliday 1o, or interested in working
awraund the USA and CANADA.
ilewse contact the SWFP Narth
Amencen Group. c/o 6 Cottons
Gurdens. London E2 (phone 01.739
1878

NOTICES AND MEETINGS

Notices for this column
must be posted to arrive by
first post the Monday before
publication. We cannot take
themr over the phone, Send
CASH WITH COPY (10p a
word/ to Classified, Socialist
Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London
£2 8DS. No invaices can be
sent .

ALL WALES CONFERENCE
AGAINST RACISM. Saturdey 25
July, 92m 1pm. Temple of Peaca,
Cathays  Park, Cardilf. Speakers
nclude Joe Lester. Or Dipak Ray.
Organsed by Welsh Committes
Against Racism  For delails, phone
John Davies, Machen 650

SOUTHERN AFRICA
SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN: Red
pens. 10p each, plus 10p postage
{10 for £1) from SASC, 21 Mayall

Rosd, London SE24

co ITTEE AGAINST BRITISH
BAUTALITY IN IRELAND public
maating. A delegation of three
Betlagt women, campaigning for
apen inquiries Into the deaths of
ther sons, witl ba visiting London on
18-20 July. Public manting Tuesday
19 July, 7.30pm, NUFTO Mall,
Jockeys Fields (off Theobeids Road,
nearest ube Holborn.)

RUSKIN COLLEGE, OXFORD re-
uires ACTION RESEARCH OF-
ICER for @xtra-curricular work with

TRADE UNION MEDIA GROUP on

prepartion and use of development

education  material - in workers’
education, for the college years

1977.79  Samary range £2804-

E3761.  Darails  from General

Sacretary, Auskin College, Oxford

Closang date 5 August 1977

WOMEN IN EASTERN EUROPE
NEWSLETTER No 2 s now
available. Send stamped addressed
envalope to  Barbara Holland.

CREES, Birmingham Univarsity.

Are you going to ITALY, SPAIN,
FRANCE or %CANDDNAVIA this
summaes? On Saturday 16 Juby,
1.30pm - Spm, Students Union, LSE,
Aldwych, London WC2 (nearest tubes
Tample end Holborn) we are organes
ing discussions with members of tha
SWP International Committea on the
situation in these countnes Detalls,
comtact SW  international  Depart-
ment. & Cottons Gargens. London E2
{phone O1.739 1878}

COMING TO NELP IN
SEPTEMBER? Please contact Elaing
and Jan, 976 Cranbrook Road, Iford
Essex (phone 01-554 8591

BOOKMARKS BOOKLIST
1977/78 now out! It lists hundreds .
of books of nterest Lo socialsts,
180119 from novets to Marxist theary,
sexueal politics 1o science hction,
chiidran’s  books 1o Rosa
Luxemburg—all in print and availuble.
Serd large stamped, addressed
anvelope 10 Bookmarks, 265 Sevan
Sisters Road, London N4,

Socialist Worker needs a smooth
wificient RECEPTIONIST, ax-
perienced i typing, filing, and other
office work. Reply 1o Mel Norris,
Carbridge Works, Corbeidge Crescent,
Landon £2 {phone D1-738 1413).

July issue of FIGHT, the paper of the
Socislist Worker Youth Movement,
out now, Articles an Out of Schood,
Out of Work, Jab Creation, Right 1o
w«;rk March, NUSS, léewllsham gl
and much, rmuch more. Single copy Sp
plus 6%p postage. Orders aver 10
oost free, sale or return From 64
Quean 51, Glasgow C1 |phone 041

221 3426),

. F

FLAME STICKERS: 100 for 25p.
from Flame, ‘6 Contons Gardens,
London E2

ROOM AVAILABLE NOW Share
non-smoking SWP house, Hounslow,
West London Phane 01 890 3255

TWO SWP MEMBERS AND DOG,
mawng to Cambridge, urgently noad
temparary  accemodanen  Phone
Harlieid 64119

WANTED URGENTLY' Room or
rooms for SWP member and her
daughter, aged 3, in East ar Soutn
East London Phone 01 985 1406

WANTED! A DUPLICATOR for
Allos SWP. Phane Jim Terney. Alloa
723304, a8 soon as possibla

CHINGAR!, paper of the SWP in
Urdu— Iptas) sssue noww oul. Articles
an Revolution m Pakistan, Grunwicks,
Indian elections, Social Cootract
phase 3 Altwon Bottles dspute. Sp a
copy (plus postage} from Chingarl, 6
Cottons Gardens, London E2.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST
NEWSPAPERS available from
Bookmarks:
L'ETINCELLE (France)
Ravolution, weekly.
LUTTE OUVRIERE (France] weekly
SOZIALISTISCHE
ARBEITERZEITUNG (Germany| fort-
nghily,
THE BATTLER |Australia) monthly.
}NORKERS‘ ACTION {Canada} manth-
y
THE WORKER (Ireland) manthiy
SOCIALIST WORKER [USA| monthby.
WORKERS' POWER {USA) wall con
tinue to be available

[l Subscription rates £1.75 n-
cluting postage tor 10 issues of any
paper. Send 10 BOOKMARKS, 265
Seven Sisters Road, London N4

CYPRIOT WORKER—latest issue
now aut, in both Greek snd Turkish.
Arircles on llegal workers, cuts in
hospitals, workers' unity of Graek and
Turkish Cypriats. deportations, police
harassment. the struggle agsinst the
Natwnal Eront and news from Cyprus

10 copses for £1 from Cypriot Worker,
c-"‘o 265 Seven Swmters Road, Landon
Na.

formerly

MEETING to commemorste the
death of members of the OIPFH
(Fedayin Khalaghho be held on the
first anniversary of the death of
Hamid Ashrad. Friday 8 July, 7pm,
Conway Hsll, Red Lion Sqguaore,
Landon WC1. Organiged by Com-
mittee for Suppart of the ksnian

le New gcvo!uuonavy Mowe-
mant.

STAND UP FOR ABORTION
RIGHTS! Natienal Agrmon Cam-
pagn emern pubhc meet o
Fn'gav 15 Juiy. 7 .;()pm. Centrat H";ﬂ.
Westminster, London SW . Stopthe
Banyon Bill! Mass lobby of MPs,

Tuesday 12 July, 3pm-onwards,
House of Commons.

BENEFIT DANCE for the
Children's Community Centre.

Dartmouth Park Hill, London N18

Friday 16 July, Bpm-12 mignight,

Caxton Houyse, 51 Johns Way, N19*
lArchway tubel, with Clapperclan
socialist/femimist cabaret. Jam To-

day women's rock band. disco and
bar Al for B6p (claimanis 60p).
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FILM from the Clyde?® is
about the 1971 work-in
and occupation by the
workers of Upper Clyde
Shipbuilders.

It is a powerful, moving
account from working people
about their determination to
fight for their jobs.

Cinema Action have made
an admirable film, showing
the Clydesiders’ ability to
defeat all odds and realise
some of their aims.

UCS workers provided a

rant out of their fighting
und for this film to be

SO MOVING, THIS
STORY OF UCS

By ALISON

started. Cinema Action had
partly finished the film and
approached the head of the
British  Film Production
Board for financial support
to complete it.

LANGAN

They were turned down,
being told ‘that the way to
make a film of the UCS was
10 reconstruct the drama with
real actors',

But, last

year, Danish

shipyard workers (two in
three now redundant) and
dock workers collected
enough money to restart the
film.

UCS workers and the
fighting fund provided . the
rest of the money (o complete
i,

Go and see it. Discuss it.
Judge it for yourself.

*Available for hire from
Cinema Action, 35a
Winchester Road, London,
NW3 [01-580 2762). Lists of
other Cinema Action films

for hire from same address,

Crushed and

to he free

TWO working
men ran towards
the mine, one
shouting to the
other ‘They're shut-
ting the air shafts,
the God damned . .

‘The mine was
belching smoke hike
some primeval Fafnir.

‘Men  were  drawing
ropes round the base of
the slag dump and were
trying to beat back the
women, who fought with
the savageness of wild
beasts.

‘Their men were penned 1
the mines. | heard the anr
shafts were being closed o
save the coal, but the fumes
would smother the men to
death , , . Coal was dear, life
was cheap’

That hovrific
was - commonplace in
American mining iowns early
this century.

It was a fearful existence
for working people. For
women, 1l was a savage
slavery.

Crushed at the bottom of
the pile, they harrowed their
miserable lives away. Am-
bitions and hopes faded as
their hands blackencd with
overwork. They died young
and ugly, Wasted lives.

Agnes Smedley's novel® s
set against this background.
It is the story of how one
waman, Mane, grew up and
fought against the kind of life
that was inevitable for all
women in those towns.

Marriage

As a young girl, she
overheard a typical row
between a young marricd
couple, The girl was pregnant
and depeadent on a man for
the first time.

‘Give me back the clothes |
bought yow', he bellowed at
her one day. ‘Damn it kid,
you know 1 love you', she
begged through her tears, for
now she could not go back to
work even if she wished'.

These sentences summed
up for Marie the position of
hushand and wife in the
marriage relationship.

How could women excape

experience

ANNA PACZUSKA ON
A NOVEL TO INSPIRE
MILLIONS OF WOMEN

being servile, dependent and
unfree?

Marie was determined to
find & way out. She looked
around at the women she
knew. Aunt Helen had in-
dependence, She was a
prostitute. ‘She paid for her
room and board and no man
had a right to ‘boss her
around’ :

But Helen paid dearly tor
her independence. She com-
mitted herseli 10 a life of
joneliness rather than marry
the one person she cared for,

She knew that once she was
dependent o him, he would
inevitably remind her of hee
past. :

Her mother had once tried
to fight for her independence.

When the vote was granted

for women she felt that *at last

a weapon had been placed in

her hands.’

She refused to tell her

hushand how she had voted,
In disgust, he left home.

She held out all winter,
until illness prevented her
from working and supporting
her children. Then the father
moved back.

“When the right of women
10 vote was mentioned in the
presence of my mother after
that, her eyes soughta crack
in the floor and followed it
back and forth in silence, And
her silence was heavy with
biticrness.’

Marie found - her own
way out. She left home and
refused to accept the respon-
sibility of family ties, It was
tough and lonely.

She joined the Wobblies. at
that time running their free
speech campaign. Later she
became involved in the In-
dian Nationalist movement.
She was imprisoncd for her
activities.

There; in prison, a visiting
riest told her: ‘It's women
ike vou who lund in prison

you women who believe in
study instead of & home and
children.’

She had rejected women's
role, and bought a measure of
emancipation, But she also
had pain and unhappiness.

Daughter of Earth i3 an

autobiographical naovel,
Agnes Smedley says at the
beginning:

*What 1 have written is not
a work of heauty created that
someone may spend an hour
pleasantly, not a svmphony
to §ift up the spiritto release it
from the dreariness of reali-
ty.'

Maybe not. But it is a
powerful and passionate
tribute to millions of
women. It is an inspiring,
sensitive, feminist book.

* Daughter of Earth, by
Agnes Smediey (Virago) is a
current  Bookmarx  Club
selection, It iy avallable 1o

non-membeys, price L2.10
(ine. postage} from
Bookmarks, 265 Seven

Sisters Road, London, N4,

V? IT'S A FIX.....

A YEAR ago, I saved up
and bought a colour telly
because 1 was told it
would be cheaper than
hiring in the long run.

1 spent  six months
watching it in case it broke
down. Now I've been asked to
try my hand as the Socialist
Worker telly ‘eritic’,. It's
given, me new rights, | can
switch over (o any
pl‘ngrammc L‘lnd na-onc can
object,

The real truth behind my
terrible addiction is that, like
most people in this country, |
can't afford to go out.

So there it 15, a flick of the
switch and I'm transported
into an Aladdin’s cave of
triviality, where the police kill
people to keep the world safe:
where Rhodesian ‘gentlemen
farmers’ point to the bodies of
‘black  terrorists’y  where
picketing miners @t
Grunwicks are shown as
they were intruders from
outer space; where bank

By
ROLAND
MULDOON

robhers always get caught
and the capitalist robbers
appear as reasonable men
pointing out the facts of life.

Best of all, if vou can'l ga
out Saturday night, there are
programmes W here others g0
out for yvou—to clubs, fool-
ball matches und we can meet
Jimmy Saville or Russell
Harty.

Just when vou can't stand
your imprisonment  any
longer, along comes &
glimmer, [t might be an ald
movie. or a play or maybe a
documentary mnsight into the

pX¢

PRE
VIEW

machinations of this system,

It could even be a real
worker who has been allowed
a4 moment to complain (very
rare).

Anyway, I'veapplied to the
TV companies for their future
briefing material. It felt like
sedition, ringing up and
asking ‘could vou please send
Socialist Worker vour infor-
mation?.

Some have complied and |
hope to be able to warn youin
advance what might be worth
staying in for, or switching
aver for.

FRIDAY

Don't miss I CLAUDIUS
{BBC-2) now being repeated,
SATURDAY

Mutilated aliens worship
H-Bomb BENEATH THE
PLANET OF THE APES
(ITV, 8pm). If only we had
listened to reason &nd
everybody had loved
everybody.
MONDAY

HUSTLING (ITV, excepf’
Anglia and Thames,
10,30pm). Lee Remick finds
that prostitutes are the vic-
tims. THE CHASE (Thames,
10.30pm), a very tough movie
indeed,
TUESDAY

LOVE LIES BLEEDING
(ITY, 9pm). Left-wing
gourmet  sculptor  meets
future right-wing leader at a
dinner party., . . WOw.
WEDNESDAY y

SEVESO: THE POISON
CLOUD (ITV, 10.30pm), a
This Week special, could be
revealing,

WOMENS VOICE July issue out now!

10p a copy from your Socialist Worker seller, or 17p
by post (10 copies for £1, post free) from WV, 6
Cottons Gardens, London E2.
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NEWS
HACKS?
YOURE
OFF
TARGET

WHY support the hack
journalists? sncers H C
Mullin of Glasgow
(Letters, 18 June), taking a
side swipe too at the
redundant Express
workers who fought far
their own paper.

He's off target on
counts

His sweeping generalisation
that  all journalists are
capitalist hacks is an insult to
thousiands of NUJ members
working to reverse the distor-
tons of & comparative handful
of proprietors, editars and
hand-picked lackeys

He mav as well have sad
that all Glaswegians are to
blame for the SNP cancer...or
cven razor-slashing attacks,

Hasat he heard of the
journalists  at  Darlington,
Kettering and Ilford, where
magnificent  closed  shop
battles have been and are
being waged? And what of the
Hackney members who are
flighting racism wunder the
threat of their awn jobs?

Of course the Fleet Street
daily horrors  make us
sick...they make me a lot
sickerthan they do Mr Mullin,
whose failure 1o persuade the
papers to print Ais stories
doesn’t help. The fight on the
inside needs his support, not
fis sarcasm

He's way-off course too on
singling out the Scottish Daily
Express. That was the only
NUJ chapel in Britain to
support the AUEW strike call
against the Tory freeze in
1973,

I'he Glasgow Express
chapel is in the history books
as the only band of journalists
in this country éver to have
stopped their own paper over
fascist content in the editorial
columns. And the SDE chapel
never lost a trade union battle
inten years.

Mullin  vents his - anti-
Beaverbrook spleen against
men and women who
strugeled for 17 months on the
dol¢ 1o launch the Scottish
Daily  News, an exercise
doomed to disaster becanse
capitalism and revolutionary
socialism shared the view that
it was not the way forward. |
wonder what Comrade Mul-
lin’s reasons were for holding
them in contemnpt?

If he really helieves that all
journalists ure so vile that they
don't deserve help when
thrown un the serapheap, then
I fear too for the mynitions
workers, the asbesioy
producers... and even  the
tobacco handlers.

0O JOHN HODGMAN
(Regional organiser, NUJ ),
Crosshill, Glasgow.

IT IS preat 1o see excellent
anti-fascist posters appear in
Socialist  Worker. But are
there organisations or SWP
branches  preducing  decent
anti-fascist stickers?

Il anvhody does. can they
please advertise them in SW so
we can all benefit.

O JANET RICHARD-
SON, Crawley, Sussex.

two

"We are the ;of
Poison @&

inthe

machine
We are
the
roma [ 1CE
behind
the i
screen !

LEFT: The
exclusive
interview with
Johnny Roiten
of the Sex
Pistoly as it
appears in the

b latest
Temporary
Huanh’ng.;}(;p
a capy or 10 for
U_fv{:)m ROCK
AGAINST
RACISM. ¢/o
6 Conany
Gardens,
London E2.

The power of punk

[ AM a 19-vear-old punk
and last Saturday ] took
the unprecedented action
of buying your paper from
the sellers on the corner of
New Street, Birmingham. |
was particularly interested
in the letters on punk.

Punk is an explosion of
working-class youth’s
dissatisfaction with this coun-
ry in the 19705, The old ways
have been thrown aside.

Led Zeppelin and Rolling
Stones have been replaced by
the Sex Pistols and the Clash.
Melody Maker and New
Musical Express have been
deserted in favour of Sniffin
Glue and other ‘home-made’
punk mags.

Punk bands and magazines

were formed by an urge to be
creative. not to make money.
Rock'n'Roll  has  always
offered an escape route faom
the dole /factory /office (delete
where applicable). In 1977
more Kids than probably eyer
before have turned to it.

What's more you can also
get rich quick (if you're lucky
and for good) but...,

And the ‘but’ is that prin-
ciples and ideas seem (o fly out
of the window when record
contracts come through the
door. Career opportunities
certainly  knocked for the
Clash when CBS offered them
a (reportedly) six-figure con-
tract,

Write to
Letters,
Socialist
Worker,
Corbridge
Works,
Corbridge
Crescent
London E2

ULSTER’S
SPECIAL
ARMY

'FOR 50 years (Eamonn Mc-
Cann writes in your 18 June
issue) the B Specials had heen
the private part-time army of
the  Protestant sectarian

orgamisation, the Orange
Order, \
Quite: so, and any Six-

County  Catholic  and/or
Republican can tell you how
they used their power. But
perhaps in view of the line
which: the Socialist Worker
has always taken on Northern
Ireland (more or less uncon-
ditional sup{lmrt for the
Provos} it might surprise some
readers to know that some
sections of the left—the
British and Insh Communist
Organisation  mainly |
believe —see the whole thing
rather differently.

A Derty communist wrote
to me some years back making
the point that the B Specials
were in fact a ‘peoples’ army™
And that the working-class
majority of the siX north
eastern counties of 1Ireland
had every bit as much right to
remain in the UK as the rest of
us had to opt out of it.

In the 1918 General Flec-
tion the Sinn Fein candidates
got something like 73 per cent
of the votes of all Ireland, but
the Ulster Unionists said *NO'
and things have rested so ever
singce. .

It is a problem which I can
see no way out of but there is
no doubting what Eamonn
McCann savs in the heel of his
article. ‘Masons  measures
will ensure support for the
Provisional IRA, How could
it be otherwise?

a

MACAMHLAIGH,
Northampton.

DONALL

—

Socialist Workers Party

INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSION BULLETIN.

NOW! Exclusive intervsaw with a revolutionary lrom
= on Workers Government and tha Aevolutionary
volutionary Programme for the Spanish elections

10 or more copias post free. From SW#

s Gardens, London EZBDN

An elementary

principle'

of warfare
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desia! BY
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lairg youn have sh
true British
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ciple of war.
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Good luck. and may God

or C. W. de
M&jh. FFORDE.

Okehampton, Devon.
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STUDENTS
ON THE
PICKET

I'D LIKE to correet the false
impression  which  readers
might get from Rip Bulkely's
poem on the Randolph Hotel
strike here in Oxford

He says; ‘they fought us
with  erratic  student  sup-
porters.” Fhe shop steward at
the Randoiph hersell stressed
many times that the picket was
kept going onlv by studem
supporiers,

It is a slander on the
students who spent countless
hours on the picket in all
weather, who were beaten up
by scabs. who were the victims
of police harassment (28 of the
38 arrested at the *battle of the
Randalph’ on 6 May were
students),

It is a statement which can
only divide workers and
students at a time when the
greatest possible unity is need-
cd to resist the attacks of the
Labour government.

I hope that Rip Bulkeley
will recognise the
valuable role students played
in the Oxford hotel strikes,

O PETER PURTON, Ox-
ford.

Isthere danger in the family?

FOR BETTER OR WORSE?
Margaret Renn's article (I8
June} is good, but she omits
some  important  pomnts n
reply to the woman who asks
why she shouldn't stay at
home because she loves look-
ing after her children,

The woman should realise
that in 20-30 vears time the
situation in the family will be
entirely different. She will no

longer be so physically attrac-
tive and her children will be
grown up. Both husband and
children may find her redun-
dant,

Every ~voung, happy
housewile thinks this could
not possiblv happen to jer,
but unfortunately it can, It
frequently happens, and often
to the utter astonishment of
friends of the family.

POSTAL POINTS

IAM surprised the history
of the past half-century has
not taught A J Eggs
[Letters, 25 June) that
policies of gradual reform
simply do not work.

By such methods we
may advance a few inches
over many painful years,
then along comes a crisis
of capitalism and we are
pushed back a yard. Even
in the 1930s we did not
witness attacks on the
public and social services
as vicious as those we are
witnessing today,

A J Eggs accuses
Socialist Worker of trying
to convince us there is
nothing to lose. On the
contrary, the paper tries to
convince its readers that

without socialism we shall
lose what few gains still
remain to us.

Z JIM PARKES, Walsall,

PERHAPS | am a bit thick
(although | possess an O-
level and budgerigar) but |
gave up after the first
paragraph of McShane's
article {SW, 25 June).

With all due respect to
this great man, | found it too
long, boring,

| know many readers who
skipped this page, and relate
to articles on the social
contrick, unemployment etc
and not what Trotsky said
befare he had a bath.

What do other readers
think?

[JCHRIS PORSZ, Peter-

It 35 therefore essential

|. That a wife should be
financially independent of her
hushand,

2. That she should have an
interest, or interests, her
home,

It is a grave mistake for a
woman to accept the view that
she exists for her hushand and
children. If she is discarded by
them, she should have besides

borough.

I NOTICED one of your
posters about the Queen,
‘Spot the Scrounger’. |
wish | had realised earlier
that you produced them
because one would have
had pride of place in our
front window, It says just
what | think!

However, | tried to buy
one from our local left-
wing shop and they hadn’t
gotany, so for the first time
| paid over 10p for your
paper—which | might add
is very interesting and |
might just fork out for
it again.

L1 NENAGH WATSON,
Leamington Spa

her  independence, other
friends and ather interests in
hte

Under the present cruel
system, a wife and mother
going out to work usually has
to work round the clock, after
which she will certdinly be the
waorse [or wear

If she chooses to stay at
home, even if she has been able
Lo quality for other work
before  marriage, the years
spent in statuing at home are
not expericnce in this field,
and éfsbc has to start again she
goes biack almost to square
one.

And what about her pen-
s1an?

Marriage and the family,
under the present system, are
all wrong, A woman with
children should be paid by the
state. firstly for the keep of the
children (more than £1 per
child?), secondly pensionable
wages for looking after the
children, and thiedly pen-
sionable wages for
housework, if she does it, or
the provision of a ‘home help’.

Linless a workers' state will
help women in this way,
women cun hardly be expected
to be enthusiastic about
workers’ state,

O KATHLEEN JONES,
Shrewsbury.

The legend "This page was
paid for by Track Records
appears with alarming
regularity in the premier punk
maugazines,

So we have punks rebelling
against the establishment, but
as soon as the cheque books
appear they become
remarkably tranquillised
(George Melly explains in full
in his book Revolt into Style),

Punk is neither revolution
nor rubbish. It is not a socialist
movement. However, the Nazi
Front have been rejected and
with the correct approach
socialist policies will be listen-
ed ta and accepted.

The power of the punk
movement  cannot  be  un-
derstuted. Johnny Rotten did
more (o point  out the
privileges " allowed by this
nation to the roval scroungers
than any number of Stuff the
Jubilec badpes did.

O JOHN BRESLIN, Bir-
mingham B26,

1AM 15 years oid and angry. |
support._my local football
teamn, Sunderland, and have
seen many acts of violénce on
the terrices, However. none so
vicious and unprovoked ax
those of the police.

I have been herded like an
amimal and pushed almost to
the ground. and for no other
reason then being in the path
of 0 policeman.

I wm amazed by the Labouy
Party, They pretend they are
part of the working cliass ye1 as
soon as they are in parliament
they are no longer our servants
but our masters,

In a few yvears [ hope to start
work. Big hope! My own
village has no cmplayment
whatsoever for the voung
since the colliery closed some
years since, | am worried that 1
will be forced to leave my
family and arca to look for
work in the already over-
populated and un-
deremployved cities,

a TERRY KIMMIT

Which road
to socialism?

I'T IS only now and again that
| see your paper on sale, but
when I da [ find it interesting
and constructive

[ entirely agree that all left
organisations should meet and
work out a programme of
activity, thus giving a real lead 4
to  the seething mass of
workers who are shocked at
the open  and  continual
betraval  of the Labour
government and the trade
union leaders.

We must show that it is only
the workers who are making
the *sacrifices’, that profits are
allowed—indeed encouraged
o soar, Evervthing the
waorkers must have, food, rent,
gas, electric, fuel, bus fares.
increasing cvery few weeks
but wages are frozen.

1 believe entirely in vour
"Where We Stand' colimn,
except  your statement on
Russian, Give me some details
why you claim that country 1o
be ‘state capitalist” and why
they still have a ‘bureavcratic
ruling class'

| believe we must face facts
and realise they must go more
steadily - towards socialism
than the Jeaders and people

esire. Because the strength of
the United Stales and other
capitalist countries foree them
L0 use money on armaments,
They would dearly love to
improve more rapidly their.
standard of hiving

O S T SMITH, Wesl
Bromwich.
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THE COMMUNIST PARTY'S REPLYTO THE RECENT LETTER FROM
THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY :

but you hinder it

Dear Jim Nichol,

In reply to your letter of
June® 10th addressed to the
Political Committee of the
Communist Party.

United action to reverse the
disastrous policies of this Govern-
ment is developing on a wide range
of issues. Our constant concern 1s
to contribute all we can to this
united movement so that it
gencrates the necessary power to
foree the Government to change
course.

In our view, and indeed in our
cxperience, your activity and
propaganda is divisive and disruptive,
making more difficult the develop-
ment of united mass struggle.

You refuse to differentiate between
roles played by different trade union
leaders, Members of Parliament and
others in the Labour Movement,
thercby weakening the struggle
against the Right Wing in the Labour
Movement.

Similarly on policy questions.
Criticism of class collaborationist and
anti-working class policies is. not
enough to develop and mobilise the
movement.

It is also essential to proposec an
alternative policy credible to working
people and assisting the process of
them moving into action for left,

Dear Bert Ramelson,

It is, of course, perfectly true
that there are very great
political differences between
our two parties.

A particularly crucial one, in
connection with the joint actions
we propose, is our conviction that
the development of self-reliant
rank and file activity in the
workplaces and the unions is
absolutely vital.

The support of the vast majority of
the trade union leaders, left as well as

right, for the Social Contract makes
this glaringly obvious.

Nonetheless, we are convinced that
there are a number of areas where co-
operation between your members and
ours is both possible and important in
furthering the interests of the working
class.

The struggle at Grunwicks and the
whole issue of the attack on basic
trade union rights (Desoutters efc.) is
an obvious example where co-
operation can only be beneficial to the
movement.

Resistance to the attempts to

impose yet another round of wage
" cutting in_the name of the Social
Contract is another.

The Wood Green anti-fascist demonstration: united action showed ifs value bui, savs Bert Ramelson {right) the
SWP are 'divisive and disruptive’

socialist change.

Yet the alternative policy our Party
advocates is constantly mis-
represented and attacked in your press
and meetings.

The incorrectness of your approach
is demonstrated by the fact that there
is growing agreement in the Labour
and Progressive movement on key
demands which are part of the
Communist counter-crisis
programme. These demands are in-
creasingly the basis for mass united
action,

Your disregard of decisions
adopted by meetings of the Left, in
which you participate, is further
evidence that far from contributing
towards developing . united struggle,

Both parties reject the whole
ideology of the Social Contract, both
believe that it is essential to fight for
large wage claims to reverse the fall in
workers' earnings and make up the
lost ground.

The fight against unemployment is
another field where fruitful co-
operation is certainly possible. For
instance, a mass mobilisation of
unemployed workers and young
people at the September TUC is surely
an undertaking which could be jointly
supported,

We, o0, believe in putting pressure
on the union leaders to force a change
in policy, although we do not believe
in relying on them. _

The Right to Work Campaign is, as
you know. planning a march and mass
demonstration which is being sup-
ported by, among others, the ex-
ecutive of the train drivers’ union,
ASLEF.

The joint efforts of the CP and the
SWP would make it still more effec-
tive.

On racism and resisting the fascists,
the benefits of joint action are too
obyious to need stressing. The recent
Wood Green anti-fascist demonstra-
tion, in which Labour Party members
played an important part alongside
members of the SWP and other
organisations. imposed a serious
check on fascist activity in that area,
Surely we can agree that here is a field
for joint work?

you create disunity and play into the
hand of the Right Wing and Tories.

Our approach, determined by the
intérests of the working class and
Labour Movement, as well as wider
progessive forces, is completely
different from yours.

We will continue to develop mass
struggle and solidarity with particular
emphasis on
workplaces and localities, which,
allied to official organisatons of the
Movement, aim to bring the whole
power of the Trade Union Movement
into action for Left policies.

activities in  the ~

On combatting racism: in addition
to any independent initiatives we take
as a4 party, or action in co-operation
with other progressive organisations,
we consider the critical question is to
win maximum support for the ac-
tivities of the Labour Movement
which oppose racism.

Only in this way can the widest
unity of all forces against racism be
brought into action with the Labour
Movement exercising its necessary
leadership.

These briefly are reasons for our
rejection of your proposals for joint
meetings with us.

Bert Ramelson,
National Industrial Organiser,
Communist Party of Great Brivain

icial to the lefi...

Far from being divisive and disrup-
tive. the activity of SWP members on
all these issues has made a substantial
contribution,

We are concerned to develop the
maximum unity in action in the
working class movement,
notwithstanding political differences.

You say that we misrepresent the
policy of the Communist Party in our
press. Certainly that is not our
intention. The columns of Socialist
Worker are open to any spokesman of
the Communist Party who wishes to
correct what is seen as a misrepresen-
tation,

Naturally we criticise your party
where we believe its policy or actions
1o be wrong. We also print replies to
our criticisms.

Who can doubt that united work by
your members and ours on the specific
issues we have sugpested (and
doubtless on  others) would be
beneficial to the whole left?

Who can doubt that it would ajd
that development of mass struggle
and solidarity of which you speak.
particularly where both parties have
members in the same workplaces or
union organisations?

We regret vour rejection of our
suggestion of a joint meeting to
discuss the practicalities of such

united action and invite you to recon-
sider,

Meanwhile our branch, district and
union fractions will strive to achieve
the maximum common actions with
vours wherever basic agreement on
objectives makes this possible.

Yours fraternally,

Jim Nichol,

Natonal Secretary,
Socialist Workery Party

TWO weeks ago, the
Socialist Workers Party
sent an open letter to the
Communist Party. It said
a call for ‘united action on
certain specific issues
should be made jointly by
our two parties’ and made
four suggestions:

1. Joint meetings of the
industrial departments of our
two parties to discuss how to
encourage the struggles for
wage claims outside the limits
of the Social Contract the
moment Phase Two ends on 31
August. We would suggest a
joint campaign for claims of
£15 across the board—but we
would, of course, be prepared
to fight for other claims in
concrete situations.

2. Joint meetings of our active
members in particular
industries and factories now so
that we can encourage such
struggles in August and later,
as well as provide aid for the
many long strikes that are still
continuing.

3. Joint meetings also of our
two industrial departments
around particular, important
industrial disputes. Joint
meetings of our members
involved in those disputes.

4. A joint campaign inside the
unions for the defence of
traditional trade union practice
in respecting picket lines and in
opposition to blackleg's
charters of all osrts. Joint
meetings of our members in
those unions that have put their
names to such documenis to
promote the campaign.

The Communist Party have
now replied to our original
letter. We publish their reply in
full, together with another
letter from the SWP to them.
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RIGHT and BELOW: Police
at Darlington struck with
'‘Grunwicks faver' last
Friday when they broke up
the mass picket on the
Northern Echo offices.
Among the 28 arrested
were NUJ executive
member Aidan White {right,
centra),

‘IF WE go back for anything
less than a closed shop, we
might as well tear up our
union cards.’

In a simple sentence, Joan Finley,
night news editor on Darlington's
Northern Echo, summed up the
reasons for the strike of more than 100
journalists on newspapers throughout
the North East.

Oxford: 400 teachers out

FOUR HUNDRED
teachers are on strike in
Oxfordshire, with. 28 of
the 36 schools in Oxford
itsell shut down and
14000 children affected.
But  despite occasional
bluster, the national NUT
ieadership scem anxious for
an eacly compromise. Their
Timited  action' in Ox-

fordshire 1 Against the cuts,

and the resulting loss of jobs

and mcreased class sizes,
The NLT Jeaders and Tory

Socialist
Worker

county councillors who made
the Oxford cuts are meeting
Education Minister Shirley
Williams this week. An NUT-
sponsored  petition  savs
nothing about support for
their own strike action, but
mnstead places all emphasis on
the abstract justice of the
teachers’ case, then calls for
an immediate resumption of
negotiations,

The local Labour Party,
the Head Teachers Associa-
tion and the predominantly
middle-class Oxfordshire

q
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Worker. | enclose a cheque/postal order
made payable to Socialist Worker for
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L1 £1.75 for three months
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Education Federatinn  of
Parcnt-Teacher Assoclat-
ions, are also pressing for the
soonest possible conciliation
of the dispute.

I'he coungil want the
teachers 1o go back to work,
but the NUT say they want
the council to put staffing
fevels back to the pre-cuts
norm. if necessary by hiring
new teachers,

So far. the council have
found” £100.000 to prevent
60 of the 160 threatened
redundancies, an top of
natural wastage. But with
about 400 teaching posts still
at risk, this concession is a
ong way short of meeting the
NUT's demand.

Two picces of news this
week are badly timed

Deferred

First, a secret decision to
finalisc  the previously
deferred  closure of  two
nurserics i the ecity has
leaked out in time [for
resistance to be organised by
the Oxford Campaign
Against Nursery Cuts,

Second, the Whitehall de-
mand for a further reduction
in_Oxfordshire’s budget of
1978/79 of £800,000 has
made it plain to all opponents
of the present cuts thae, far
from them being ‘only tem-
porary’, there isn'l an jce-
cream’s chance in hell of any
of them being restored in the
foresecable future.

THREAT TO

by PAT DUFFY
COHSE shop steward,
East Fortune Hospital,
North Berwick

WHEN | came back from the
conference of my union, the
health service workers,
COHSE, | found I had been
suspended for ‘offences’ that
included leaving the hospital
because | was sick, and
working to contrac

This all began because our

I'he strike has resulted in two mass
pickets. The first stopped almost all copies
of the Northern Echo two weeks ago.

But by the second, last Friday, the bosses and
their protectors in the police force had learned a
few lessons, Severzl pickets were arrested.
including the NUJ North East and Scotland

orgamser, John Hodgman,

Compromise
And the papers got through.
I'he closed shop is vital to trade unionism in
newspaper offices. Unless a/f journalists gre in

Monklands
NALGO

—action!

LANARKSHIRE:  Ninety
members of the housing
department in  Monklands

are on official strike follow-
ing attempts by the Labour-
controlled council to sack
them all and make them
reapply for their jobs, with
the  threat that cerfain
members would not get their
jobs back.

Employees in the depart-
ment are sick and tired of
councillors  changing  the
housing policies—there hayve

been eight changes since
January, Cut-backs, staff
shortages, rent  increases,

these are thereal causes of the
housing problem.

The council are trying 1o
make the local government
workers. members of
NALGO. the scapegoats.
They have proyoked them
inta strike action to stop the
sackings.

Monklands are particular-
Iy ruthless. But if they get
away with this every local and
regional council will find the
way open 1o attempt similar
intimidation of f{rade un-
ionists,

Barney Wheelan, presi-
dent  of the Monklands
branch of NALGO, told
Socialist Worker: “Our union
will not stand by and see
people bieng thrown out of a
job. We are prepared for u
long strike

‘As a life-long member of

“the Labour Party | believe

that NALGO should affiliate
to the Labour Party. But this
council's  performance fills
me with disgust,’

STEWARD

branch began to wark 1o rule
in April following the closure
of an experimental wing for
the. mentally handicapped,
the only one in the country

The management are
claiming that they haven't
shut the ward. But this is a
play on words. The ward was
converted at a cost of
£160,000 for the mentally
handicapped. Now it is being
used for ciderly ladies and
rehabilitation.

Police smash NUJ mass
picket - 26arrested

trade unions, the ability to fight for bettes
conditions with strike action is hopelessly
compromised, A handful of pcople. even one
person. can get oul & newspaper of sorts for a
very long time.

Yet the bosses, who readily concede closed
shops to print workers; are reluctant to give itto
journalists for fear that their treasured right to
print. whatever drivel thev please should be
interfered with.

So the big newspaper combines gave the green
hight to their editors and owners to take on non-
union journalists and challenge the NUJ 1o a
fight,

Ernie Pannell. editor of the
Darlington and  Stockton
Times, part of the huge West-
minster  Press  neéwspaper
group. which also owns the
Financial Times, responded
by hiring Josephine Kirk-
Smith; a stated anti-trade
untonist, The Westminster
Press has promised Pannel)
and his new scab sub=editor
lull support,

Skeleton
staff at
hospital

by WENDY PLIMLEY

BIRMINGHAM: All Saints
Hospital. onc of the city's
biggest mental hospitals, was
covered by a skeleton staff
last - Wednesday when stafl
flocked ta a two-hour mass
meeting.

Mandgement s intent on
admitting dangerous patients
[rom special hospitals such as
Broadmoor and Rampton
an enormous risk Tor All
Saints patients and stall,

A new E2 million uni
should have been built in
Birmingham, with special
facilities and trained staff to
deal with this type of patient,
but the health authority has
axed this because of the cuts

Now they are trying to
bring these patients into
existing  mental  hospitals
through the back doer. This
way they save not only the £2
mithon but the extra pay for
specially tramed stall

Workers at All Saints have
made 11 clear to menagement
that they are not having it
Iheir prompt action forced
management to stop admis-
sion- of a Rampton patient
last week.

Action for
nurseries

STRATHCLYDE: Teachers
and local government
workers have joined parents
to fight cut-backs in the
NUTSEry services.

Some 500 nursery nurses
who have just finished their
training arc to be made
redundant. 35 new nurserics
are 1o be serapped, 50 unfilled
vacancies for naursery
teachers are not going ta be
filled.

Our first day of action was
a big success, The Nursery
Action  Group lealletted,
pefitioned and  collected
signatures in the shopping
centres. We were amazed at
how much support we had.

O Message of support
and .donations to:
Strathclyde Nursery Ac-
tion Group, c/o Colin
Turbett, 28 Atholl Gar-
dens, Glasgow G12.

But the chapel for North-of
England Newspapers, which
includes the Northern Echo,
the Darlington and Stockton
Times and other local papers,
responded with strike action.

The NUJ leadership. as
ever, has responded 1o the
enthusiasm of its members
with an attempt at sabotage,
Al a meeting last week with
Mike Dugpan. the father of
the chapel (shop steward), and
his deputy Ewen Campbell.
general secretary Ken Morgan
warned them (o “cool it'.

Wrong

Morgan presumes that the
stnke ¢an be won by making
as latle fuss as possible and
calling off the masy pickets

He is wrong. The strike can
only be won if the action is
escalated

I'he strike committee has
decided 10 hold & mass picket
on Friday {15 Julv). The entire
labour movement inthe North
East necds ta be mobilised for
this picket.

Even more important, the
lesson of the closed shop
victory a1 East  Midlands
Alled Press, Kettering, earlier
this year needs 1o be learnt at
Darhngton.

Kettering was won because
the entire newspaper group
was called out on strike in
sympathy, Similarly, victary
will ecome to Darlington as
soon gs the hoard of West-
minstel Press feels that the
prafit from the wholce of group
15 threatened.

C] MASS PICKET: Friday
15 July, details phone
Dardington (0325) 50282.

Flying
pickets
ensure
firemen's
victory

by a Merseyside fireman

MERSEYSIDE: The
firemen’s strike was a total
victory last week. The
Tory-controlled council,
having provoked the strike
by ordering sackings, cay-
ed in when flying®pickets
brought out 900 men in
protest.

For eight weeks the firemen
had been operating an unof-
ficial work to rule calling for
the rejection of phase 3 of the
Social Contract. Then they
decided to suspend the action
from 4 July to see what the
national negotiators would
deliver at the recall Fire
Brigades Union conference in
September,

The newlv-elected Tary
council took this as a sign of
weakness. Last  Tuesday
senior officers were sent (o
every station operating the
work 1o rule with instructions
ta sack anvone who refused to
return  to  normal < working
immediately,

By 9.30am about 30 men
had been sacked from the
Strand Road. Crosby and
Derby Lane stations. By mid-
day this had risen to 150

The response of the firemen
was fantastic. Despite threats
from the chief fireman that
anyone going on strike would
automatically be sacked, 900
men had struck by the end of
the day

Support

Hundreds of  firemen
organised info flying pickets
o go  round the whole
Merseyside  district to gain
support for the sacked men.
These flying pickets were on
duty well into early Wednes-
day morning.

In the face of this militant
rank and file response, the
council caved in, The sacked
men  were  all  reinstated
without loss of pay.

The Jocal press attacked the
firemen for endangering lives
by going on strike. But they
neglected to mention that the
firemen  were  covering for
emergencies before they were
sacked. The responsibility licy
with  the emplovers who
provoked the strike

This  dispute was  wan
without any help from the
local  Brigades Committee,
which was quated in the local
press as saying they could not
take action on behalf of the
men because the sinke action
was unoflicial.

Strength

It 1s clear that the rank and
file firemén cannot rely on
their  union officials. Only
their  own strength and
arganisation won this dispute

Feelings are running high in
Merseyside. The fliremen are
determined nof to bhe conned
again. We want at Jeast £15
extra 1 our pockets in
September

I'he Mersevside strike com-
mittee has decided to send
d large contingent to the FBU
conference to  make  sure
delegates know the feclings of
the Merseyside men,

Save school meals!

BRANCHES of the public employees union N UPE, are this week
getting copies of leaflets, petitions and posters opposing the
increase in school meal charges from 15p to 25p in September.

But of the nine unions involved in the National Steering
Committee against the Cuts. most are doing nothing to support
this, its bigpest initiative since the duy of action it organised last

November.

Even the leaders of NUPE see the campaign in terms of press
conferences and resolutions to local Labour Parties rather than
action against the increases. Even the time they've chosen to
taunch the campaign—three weeks before the end of the school
year—suggests they want at all costs to prevent members taking
things into their own hands and launching the sort of fight that

can defeat these increases.



TYNEMOUTH:-

Delegates to the An-
nual Conference of
the National Union of
Mineworkers voted
unanimously on
Tuesday to oppose
any Phase 3 of the
Social Contract.

They demanded that
when Phase 2 ends ‘there
should be a return to free
collective bargaining'.

The question of the length

LUCAS
ON THE
WARPATH

BIRMINGHAM: Lucas
mansgement are on the war-
path. They have stapped the
bonus of all their toolroom
workers, ensuring they each
lose £7.89 a week.

The 1200 toolmakers in the
Lucas [actories in the Bir-
mingham area, including Can-
nock and Telford. walked out
on Monday in support of their
clasm for a substantial in-
crease in their bonus payment.

The toolroom commitiee
started negotiations for a
substantial increase in the
bonus and. when they found
management  were slmplv
drageing out endless meetings.
the toolroom workers started
a policy of non-cooperation.
Management then stopped the
bonus,

The men started picketing
on Monday and most of the
transport s respecting the
official picket line,

400 are
locked out

WOLVERHAMPTON: 400
workers at Lilcas Aerospace in
Wolverhampten have been
locked out.

They are members of the
AUEW. 500 other AUEW
members have relused 1o ¢ross
the official picket line.

The dispute is over the
interpretation of an agreement
on incentive schemes.
Management refused to
negotiate and lad off workers
claiming  low  productivity
even though the workers had
been an maximum bonus

When workers turned up
tar work a totnight ago their
¢cards were not in the racks.
There was no power for the
machines and the fuse boxes
were padlocked.

The T&G 15 supporting the
Lucas workers and no
transport is entering the fac-
tory gates. Other Lucas
-\cmapacc tactories are black-
ing. 30 canteen workers have
come Oul In support.

O Donations and
messages of support to:
The Treasurer, Mr Turner

c/o A.A. Round, Convenor

AUEW, 44 Victoria Rd,
Budmoro, Wolverhamp-
ton, WV 3 7EU.

By Bill Message

of Phase 2 agreements
however was neither mention:
resolution nor raised in the
debate

A militant  compromise
resolution from South Wales,
Scotland and  Yorkshire,
demanding a wages structure
of £110 for face workers. £9%0
for other wunderground
workers and £80 for surface
workers was narrowly
defeated. .

This resolution was uncom-

3

Hugh .S(am'on. President al' the

promising in its demands that
these figures should be achiev-
ed by | November this year,

Lawrence Daly, the NUM
General Secretary, complain-
ed that the nlitant resolution
‘would ti¢ the hands of the
executive too rigidly’.

A resolution from Not
tinghamshire, calling for a
wage of £135 a week for face
workers, was passed by a
MATTOW Majoriey

This resolution received the
sypport  of the executive,
despite  the  high figure,
because the “loose wording

Engineering Union Convenor ai the nearhy Desoutrers factory

AT LONG last, the AUEW
North London District
Committee is beginning to
move in support of the
Desoutters strike for trade
union recognition.

A North tondon con-
venors meeting agreed
last week to organise
regular collections in the
factories, to impose effec-
tive blacking, and to call
for support for the picket
line.

At a meeting outside the
factory on Thursday,

MINERS:NO MORE
WAGE CONTROLS!

allowed them sufficient escape
routes,

Maoving the resolution, both
Henry Richardson, a Notts
delegate. and Len Clarke.
Notts Area President. were
insistent on  the need for
greater differentials between
face - workers and other
pmm:n.

A bitter blow was dealt to
the plan of NUM President
Joe Gormley and NCB chair-
man. Derek Ezra. tointroduce
u productivity deal that would
make a return to the days of
the vicious piece-rate system.

Engineering union, talking on the pire! line at Grunwicks to Fred Hnﬁﬁer.

By Barry Moroney, AUEW shop steward, Desoutters

divisional organiser Bill
McLoughlin called for
regular mass pickets of
engineers every Thursday
lunch-time, beginning this
week.

‘From 7 July onwards,’
he said, ‘we are calling on
all London workers to
come and strengthen the
picket line'. The District
Committee has circulated
|leaflets to shop stewards

throughout the district,
end stewards at nearby
Frigidaire and CAV are
calling fora big tumout by
their workers.

Qur strike for union
recognition is now in its
eighth week. Despite ap-
proaches by the union and
a rapresentative of ACAS,
management adamantly
refused to take partinany
discussion, Only mass

TEESSIDE: 3500 S

TEESSIDE: 3.500
members of the electricians
union, the EETPU, struck
on Tuesday in support of
90 EETPU members on
strike at Dock Point.
Altogether 1500  elec-
tricians turned ‘up 1o 4 mass
meeting called in solidarity.

To their surprise, the ex-
ccutive member  for the
strikers. Ramshaw, [inally

showed his face even though
the EETPU executive has sull
not made the strike official,

The seven-week strike is an
effort to stop bollermakers
syucezing out EETPU
members from the big site on
Teesside. ' *They are taking
evéry pipe aver two inches and
ure even doing electricians’
tray work’, a steward told
Socialist Worker.

The EETPU exccutive com-
mittee has donc nothing for
the lads in this area but repeat
that their hands were tied by

the JIB.

fan MacDonald, a steward
on SimChem, said that the
cléear message to  general
secretary Frank C haggh: from
the meeting had to be “throw
out the JIB and give us back
the umion we once had’,

Ramshaw then threw the
meeling into uproar. ‘You're
outside the JIB taking this
action. I'm not saying vou will
be lined. But vou could be.'

Strength

Billy Williams, an un-
employed spark and Rank and
File candidate against Chap-
ple in last year’s General
Secretary election, took the
plm(orm He said:

“This can be the start of the
fight to throw out the JIB,
We've got the strength here,
We need to use it. It's no good
relying on appointed officials
te do the job for us.

‘The JIB came from the

VICTIMISATION BATTLE

HUDDERSFIELD: 27 night
shift workersat Fred Lawton's
have been on strike for two
weeks, It is the third strike
over victimisation in  the
Huddersfield textile industry
in the last year.

The strikers, all Pakistanis,
originally made three
demands for a break ina 12-
hour shift, for the full wage
rate far all workers and foran
end to harassment by written
warnings from management.

Management accepted the
first two demands. but replied
to the third by sacking two
young workers.

The local officials of the
Dyers and Bleachers, the
strikers' union, have done
their best to sell out the
victimised men,

They have tried to persuade
the strikers that they have no
¢hance of winning: they have
tried to persuade the (wo
sacked men o accept @&

management pay offer to
sweeten the dismissal,

Production has been badly
hit. but most workers are still
going in. The day shift is
operating almost “normally,
But almost all the twisters are
out solid.

O Donations and
messages of support to:
Mohammed Tahir, 36 Holly
Road, Thomton Lodge,

; i_-lgddouﬂeld, Yorks.' :

United States after our upion’s
last visit there to conter with
(raternal delegates to  the
Mafia.

*This year all but two of the
EC are going back to see what
more they can learn. Christ
knows what they'll bring Back
this 1ime,

‘We'd not be in this mess
now if our officials were
elected, It thev were accoun-
table to us and not Chapple.

‘We need to well Chapple
and the JI1B:

] We demand the nght 10
work.,

‘0 We demand decent rates.

‘And we won't get cither
without demacracy in our own
union.’

Democracy

Ramshaw said he was for
clected officials but it was in
the hands of the members. He
went on: ‘1 know who my
employer is, You lads are my
employer,'

“You're sacked' cried 1500
\'("CCS

Finally the meeting got
back to the immediate issue, It
was agreed unanimously that
support would continue, that
the area stewards committee
should attempt to spread the
struggle, CEU member: who
were not involved had come
out in support,

All EETPU members
should make sure support is
total, Almost £5.000 is needed
weekly to give the strikers a
hving wage.

Appeals were heard from
delegates from Sough BDer-
byshire and Nottinghamshire
for the right to negotiate local
productivity deals,

Delegates  from  South
Wales. Yorkshire and
Scotland  spake - vehemently
against any productivity deal,
pointing out that 1t would
destroy totally the unity that
made the advances of 1972
and 1974 possible.

Delegates voted by [37-134 -

against the introduction of
any productivity deal.

support will force them to
stand down.

Two mass pickets last
week, one called by the
rank and file paper
Engineers Charter, and
involving 80 pickets from
Grunwicks, were 8 good
start.

We now need massive
support for the district
initiative. Noon-2pm,
Edgware Road, Colindale,
NWS. Financial support
desperately needed: 16
Yew Grove, London NW2.

Walk-out
over sacked

steward

DEWSBURY: Waorkers at the
roof tile factory of Marleys
the massive consortium which
made £40 million profit last
year —have come out on unof-
ficial strike for the reinstate-
ment of & sacked shop
steward

Mariey have prevented un-
jonisation . until pow. Six
weeks ago, the victimised
steward organised 90 per cent
of the workforee into AUEW.,
On 20 June, official shop
steward credentials  were
received by management,

Four days later, manage-
ment ﬁna!!y met the steward
over a minor problem on
fitters' wage rates. They told
him he was not acceptable,
and refused to discuss the
matter.

The workforee heard of this
while the steward phoned the
union, and they called a mass
meeting which decided on a
one-hour stoppage.

The next day. the steward
learnt he was ‘suspended’. and
on Monday 27 June was told
that he was sacked for ‘gross
industrial misconduct’,

Animmediate mass meeting
gave full support to demands
to reinstate and to recognise
the union fefore a return to
work.
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Ford's: Sell-out
by union

officials

‘THE OFFICIALS have
sold us out.' That was the
reaction to last week’s
settlement by pickets who
had brought Ford's
Dagenham plant to a
standstill.

They were demanding o
guaranteed d0-hour week or
80 per cent tay-off pay.

But when their determined
picketing was having a serious
effect not only on Ford's UK
plants, but also on some of
their European operations.
the officials worked up an
agreement with the company
over the heads of the stewards,
saying that ‘the fight for lay-
off pay could go no further at

5

PICTURE: Andrew Wiard (Report]

this stage.’

Against the unanimous
recommendation of the PTA
shop stewards committee, the
officials rammed the agree-
ment through a mass meeting
on the misleading basis that it

would guarantee  apsins!
further lay-offs for PTA
workers. In fact it comes

nowhere near their main de-
mand,

It fook three mass meetings
for the officials to get a return-
to-work decision,

But one shop steward, a
supporter of the rank and file
paper Fordworker, said: “The
PTA. after years of being
pushed around. have proved
they can fight, We have won
back our self-respect.

Organised

“The pickets have been very
effective and it shows what
strength we have when we are
organised.

‘We have the pay claim
coming up in the autumn, as
well as the uttempted vic-
timisation now of one of our
fellow stewards. brother Raz-
vi, which we must fight.

‘We have scen that we
cannot rely on union officials.
We can unI) rely on ourselves
and rank and file organisa-
tion. That is what Fordworker
must now help to organise.”

O For turther information
about the rank and file
bulletin contact
Fordworker c/o 42
Middleton Road, London.

Night Out: Mass
pickets on again

SURPRISE, surprise! ACAS.,
the government conciliation
service, has arbitrated in the
Night Out dispute in
Birmingham—and come up
with nothing.

The women at the Trust
House Forte night club came
out in February for union
recognition. The response
from the union. the TGWLU,
was tremendous: mass pickets
every Saturday might, black-
ing of service stations belong-
ing to THF,

Then came the offer of
ACAS 1o investigate. Black-
ing, except of the Night Out,
was stopped and the mass
picketing on Saturday nights

Party

Trade Union .......cooeivniinns i R

Send to: National Secretary, Socialist
Workers Party, 6 Cottons Gardens,

London, E2

s =

was called off.

Many thought this was the
end of the fight. But the
strikers have said all along
that they would stick it out.
And that’s what they're going
to do,

Mass picketing

The mass picketing is being
started up on Saturday 27
July. All trade unionists in the
Birmingham area must make
it & success.

O Money and messages
of support to: Night Out
strikers, Transport House,
Broad Street, Birmingham.

Socialist

BN N T B .. q
Please send me more informa-
tion about the Socialist Workers I

!IJ
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THERE'S LOTS
OF FOOD -BUT

From the
Internatio
Herald
Iribune
5 July

LESS TO EAT!

- TAKE a long look at the headline
reproduced at the top of this page. It
comes from the front page of Tuesday's
International Herald Tribune.

Then look at the two people in these pictures.
Their faces tell a desperate story of hunger and

starvation.

There are more hungry people in the world today than
ever before. About 500 million people, most of them
children under five, live on the edge of death by starvation.

Even in so-called ‘rich’
countries hunger is increasing,
In  last  week's  Socialist
Worker we printed a letter
from a family of five who were
cut off from food for half a
week because they  hadn't
filled in the right form at the
Social Security.

In Britain this year, almaost
all working families are eating
less than they ate Jast vear.

Far the first time for 30
years, thousands of working
tamilies are daily racked with
the problem: have the children
got enough 1o eat?

This week from the top food
experts of the world comes a
rather different account,

‘A new world food crisis
threatens', proclaims the In-
sernational Herald Tribune,
Then comes the explanation:
“The crisis is one of too much
wheat”

Security

Yes, you read it right. Too
much wheat,

All over the world there are
bumper harvests.

Enough is being produced
10 free every man, woman and
child on earth from hunger.

Yet the food doesn't reach
the hungry.

The ‘crisis’ is caused because
# cun't besold ata profit. Poor
people can’t buy it anyway,

by
PAUL FOOT

A fifth of all the wheat
produced in the world this
vear is rotting away in barns,
The farmers and merchants
are complaining about the
cost of storage.

Sa this week Bob Bergland,
Secretary for Agriculture in
President  Carter's govern-
ment, warns that he will have
to stop food production on 16
million acres in America—
that’s a fifth of all the arable
land!

The only remedy which
these gentlemen can think of is
to stop producing food. They
can't give the food away,
because  that might bring
down the prices of what they
have left,

And they can’t bring down
the prices without affecting

their enormous profit
margins,
S0 they stop producing

food. make even more people
hungry, and sack thousands of
farm and food workers into
the bargain.

Madness?

Yes it is madness, Horrible,
destructive madness at that,

It’s called the ‘free market’,
‘free enterprise’ the ‘national
interest’, ‘society as we know
it and all the rest of the
bullshit which pours daily
from our television screens.

It means that the greed of
the few matters more than the

need of the many.

So next time you find
yourself trapped in the super-
market - trying to choose
between a loaf of bread and a
pound of potatoes, next time
you meet a young girl who's
left school and can't get a job,

next time vou hear some gonk
on the television warning of
the need for ‘another year of
restraint’, remember.
Remember the rotting
mountains of wheat on the
American plains, the wine
lakes of France, the beef

. Food surpluses-but not forthe hungry

mountains of Northern
Ireland,

Remember the fat butchers
and complacent corn
merchants and the Agriculture
Ministers who urge their
children to ‘think of the
starving millions and finish up
your steak’, while they carry
out policies which double the
starving millions and consign
their steaks to the multi-storey
refrigerator.

SO
WE'VE
TURNED
THE
CORNER?

‘WE'VE turned the
corner,’ Prime Minister
Callaghan told a Labour
Party rally last week.

It depends who you
are. If you're a Cabinet
Minister you got a pay
increase of £10 a week,

But if you're a
mentally-handicapped
child at Cell Barnes-
Hospital, St Albans, you
won't be getting your
usual fortnight’s holiday
by the seaside.

It’s called the cuts.
The Hertfordshire Area
Health Authority
decided recently to cut
the ‘non-essential
duties’ of nurses in
mental hospitals. And
taking kids on holiday
was definitely ‘non-
essential.’

Turning the corner, in
fact.



