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Shrewsbury
pickets

Defend
John
Deason!

IF WORKERS demand a decent
wage, threaten them with the sack.

That was the message from the government-
owned British Airways to all other employers this
week, It follows a similar message from the
Leyland bosses two weeks ago.

The newspapers and television have enthusiasm
joined the attack on the airport workers. It is the third
group of workers they have attacked in one week.

First they turned on ELECTRICIANS at the huge
Port Talbot steelworks in South Wales, denoun-
cing them for bringing the steelworks to a halt.

The electricians want more money for taking on
extra work and are being told they can't have it.

Then, they got stuck into BRITISH AIRWAYS
ENGINEERING WORKERS who are refusing
to work shifts until they get the same kind of shift
rates as workers clsewhere in engineering.

The airport workers were savagely attacked for
causing ‘holiday chaos’—though it was British Airways
management that produced the chaos by sending
workers home who refused to work shifts,

There was a special dose of venom reserved for
the delegates to the conference called by the
BRITISH LEYLAND STEWARDS in Bir-
mingham on Sunday.

According to the Daily Mail, they too were
threatening ‘chaos’ by calling a day of action, including

‘WORK OR BE SACKED’
BLACKMAIL

A threat
to every
worker

strike action, against the Social Contract on 20 April.
But we say:

ALL THESE WORKERS ARE RIGHT TO

TAKE ACTION.

They have no choice. In the past three years average
living standards have fallen by nearly a fifth, 20p in
every £1.

Growing numbers of working-class families just
cannot afford to buy meat, drink tea or coffee, pay the
rent, clothe the children or go out a couple of times a
weck. The cost of all these things has been soaring while
wages have been controlled by the Social Contract,
Meanwhile, profits haye risen 30 per cent in a year.

That’s the ‘Contract’: they get richer, we get poorer,

The final insult was Denis Healey's budget last week.
According to calculations in the Guardian, it rakes
away an Average 34p a week from families that earn less
than £40 a week—thanks to the price increases in the
package.

By contrast it gives £17 a week to those on salaries of
£25.000-plus.

. You can't change this disgusting state of affairs by
sitting quietly and hoping for a better future, That
merely allows people like Healey to take still more from
the poor to give to the rich, to cut back more on
hospitals and schools, to leave more people on the dole
queucs.

To change things. vou have to take the sort of action
taken in Port Talbot and the airports, the sort of action
called for at the Leyland conference.

AIRPORT
WORKERS

for the right to decent shift pay. SEE PAGE 16.

23

ALL OF US

STEELWORKERS

for extra pay to cover their extra workload. SEE
PAGE 16.

Pictures: John Sturrock (Report)

Back this
picket!

THE building workers
tried at Shrewsbury, in-
cluding those who were
jailed for picketing, have
1ssued a letter urging sup-
port for Right to Work
marcher John Deason.
The letter calls for sup-
port for the mass picket of
John Deason’s trial,
organised for Wednesday 4
May at 9.30am. It says:

John Deason is the
secretary of the Right
to Work Campaign.

He led the Manchester to
London unemployed °
march last year.

This peaceful march
lasted 21 days, without
incident, gathering support
and sympathy from
workers on its way.

On entering London, the
march was attacked by the
police. 43 of the 80
marchers were arrested.

42 have already been
tried before magistrates. 17
were acquitted, 24 received
fines and suspended prison
sentences. Mike Lynch, an
unemployed miner from
Duonfermline, served two
months imprisonment.

The secretary of the
campaign, John Deasom,
has been singled oul to face
alone the most serious
charges at the Old Bailey.
If convicted he stands to
receive a long prison
sentence.

We appeal to all trade
unionists 10 demonstrate
their solidarity outside the
Old Bailey on 4 May.

As Shrewsbury pickets,
we were framed and some
of us were imprisoned for
fighting for basic trade
union rights. Don't let the
same thing happen to
Brother John Deason.

Signed

Arthur Murray

Ricky Tomlinson

Brian Williams

Des Warren

Ken O'Shea

(Arthur Murray and
Brian Williams spent six
months in"prison. Ricky
Tomlinson spent itwo
vears. Ken O'Shea received
a nine-month sentence,
suspended for two years.
Des Warren spent three
years in prison).

O Get your trade union
organisation to support the

icket. Bring banners.

o more Shrewsburys!

CJ Transport to the Oid
Bailey picket: SHEFFIELD:
Coaches leave Pond Street
7am. MANCHESTER:
Cheap block booking on
train, £6 return. Tickets
from 260 Deansgate or

hone 061-832 8102.

UNFERMLINE and

Support the Port Talbot and British Airlines workers!
Strike and demonstrate against the Social Contract on Wednesday 20 April!

on Wednesday 20 April, answering the call of the
rank and file conference called by British Leyland
stewards at the weekend. SEE PAGE 5.

EDINBURGH: 45-seater
coach. Detalls phone 031-
668 1125. OTHER AREAS:
phone 01-802 0978.
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The barbarity they cal ‘str ip-searchi’

THE DUBLIN government
has said bluntly that it will
allow Republican prisoners on
hunger strike in Portlaoise
prison to die rather than con-
cede their demand for reform of
the prison.

And, just to underline the point,
squads of police thugs staged
vicious attacks on Republican
demonstrators outside the prison
on Sunday in scenes reminiscent of
Franco's Spain,

The possibility of some of the
prisoners dying is very real. The 20
men are now in the fifth week of their

RACIST violence
flared on the

By Eamonn McCann

hunger strike and a number, including
Sinn  Fein vice president David
O'Connell, are reported to be extremely
weak.

The main demands are for an end to
strip-searching and solitary confine-
ment. Strip searching involves & man
being stripped and made to bend over
double while his anus is probed, then
turned round and held on the ground
while his genitals are lifted and exumin-
ed. Warders stand around leering.

Justice Minister Paddy Cooney
defended this last week, saying that
prisoners might carry explosives ‘in the
intimate parts of their bodies,” But that
‘this is not the real reason is proved by

RACIALIST
THUGS ON
AMPAGE

the frequency of the strip-searching.

Men have undergone it three times in
an hour, although locked alone in a cell
throughout. One man was strip search-
ed six times in one day while in solitary
confinement.

It iy ximply a filthy way to humiliate
men in an effort 1o break their spirit.

Solitary confinement means that the
prisoner is put in a cell in a special
isolated section of the prison. The cell is
entirely empty. The prisoner & allowed
nothing to read. no radio, cigarettes or
letters.

He gets out of the cell forone hour's
exercise a day—walking alone around a
yard, 1t is imposed for the most trivial
‘offences’. Three men got a month each

for talking at m_ass.

\nm;facimesmsoh:ﬂ:uw

‘make the occasion an ordeal for both

prisoners and relatives. There are no
facilities for education or for hobbies.

As well as  wardes, sbout 100
policemen and a company of soldiers

are permanently stationed inside the .

juil, It is as bleak and as brutal as the
authorities can contrive to make it. And
the slightest protest is instantly punish-
ed.

If any of the hunger strikers die, there
will be an explosion of anger inside the
Republican Movement—and indeed
outside il.

The determination of the Dublin
government to be seen as tough as the
British in putting down ‘subversion’
may thus lead to yet another bloody
escalation of the troubles.

l’rolesu’rs outside the Irish Lmbam in London last Sunda» 20
prisoners are on hunger strike

THE RANSACKED offices in Rochester, Kent of Des
Perdes, Britain's most imporiant Punjabl newspaper.
Racialist slogans were daubed on the walls following an
Enoch Powell speech in nearby Maidstone last month.
Police told Tarsem Purewal (above) that the damage had
been done by vandals. No prizes for guessing which

streets of Oxford
at midnight last
Thursday.

Munawar Hussain

told Socialist Worker

political party they belong to.

what happened:

‘While waiting for a
take-away mecal, three
Asin youths were called
‘black bastards” by two
men in their late twenties.

‘Unfortunately for the two
racists, they had picked on
the wrong lads.

Shots

‘Before the fight started,
one man pulled out a gun, but
we thought it was a toy. He
handed it to his friend, saying
“Don’t be afraid to shoot any
of them #f it's necessary.”

‘A fight started and a

crooklock mysteriously end-
ed up across the head of the
man without the gun.

*The man with the gun ran
across the road. took aim and

17, Thh"L"&’.h

shot Lmaquat Ah,
the upper arm
“The gunman
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Brother's home set on fire

RACISTS struck again in
Walthamstow, East Lon-
don last week.

In their usual courageous
manner, they tried to burn
down a house while the two
brothers who own it—
Arshad and Tariq

Mahmood—were at work.

Three separate fires were lit—
one on each landing.

The ground floor was
gutted and the central landing
virtually destroyed. Damage
is estimated ar £1000.

ONE OF the most
revolting polices now
bemg pursaed by the TLC
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By K Rashid

All water in the house had
been turmed off in the cellar
and the water outlets were
ripped out in order to stop
anyone putting the fire out.

A nurse standing at a
nearby bus stop has given
descriptions of three men she
saw leaving the house.

No one should be sur-
prised, however, if the police
who. in other circumstances

a of the deportedn

national lines and therefore
means it's much more dif-
ficult 10 fight to defend the
present number of jobs. never
o Trate more

And second. if any worker
= sacked m the healt® servace
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are well-known defenders of
property, decide that this
particular case is not worth
bothering with,

Intimidation

Arshad suspects the fire is
directly related to the local
council election due on 21
April.

The National Front
desperately want to win it and
are obviously hoping to stop
Pakistanis voting by in-
timidating them,
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Police beat up black worker

was, and 1 told them, They

LEMUEL Peter, a- West
Indian who lives in
Plaistow, East lLondon,
was assaulted by three
police officers in the early
hours of Tuesday 22
March.

Assault?

He 15 naw being charged
with assaulting the police
Lemuel  told  Socialist
\Vulh:l

came¢ home and my

“The hospital is appallingly
short of staff. Everyone is
overworked. A lot of the
nurses are off sick because
they are just exhausted.

“Tenm vears ago there'd have
been two student nurses, two
SE NS, Iwo Staff and
probably two sisters on every
ward.

Drugs

On my ward there are two
third-vear students. four in
thesr first sear snd onc sister

e been el @ charpe of
e ward. with the koy to the

é&amgeroun drugs cupbosrd.
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mother told me the police had
been round asking for my
brother, I went out, and when
I came back she told me they
had been round again.

‘I went to bed; | had to get
up at 6am. About 12.30am |
heard a knock at the door. |
was in hed, I presumed it was

the police again. | went to
open the door.
I told them my brother

wasn't home, which was frue.
I said 1 didn't have any idea
where he was.

When they asked me who |

I'SES

and it means we get a poor
training. There's no-one even
to supervise us when we're
changing dressings.

‘Overseas  student nurses
ure training as SENs, which
means they can’t geta jobasa
nurse anywhere else in the
world. England is the only
place where that qualification
is recognised.

‘For two years they've put
up with being bullied and
pushed around. Al for
nothing. They work really
hard, they're always on night
duty and working weekends.

Exploited

If there are any accidents
with the patients they're
always the ones who get slung
1o the coroner’s court. The
NHS recruited nurses from
overseas because they
couldnt get anvyone else to
put up with these conditions
and the unsocial hours.

"We've got 1o fight to make
sure that no nurse is exploited
ke that. We need more
nurses and more qualified
nurses.

asked if they come could
come in and have a look,

“They didn’t have a search
warrant or anything. So | said
they conldn’t come in without
one,

Hand-cuffs

“They said | was lying, that
| was my brother. | started
saying “I am not my brother,
I know my own name.’

‘Three of them rushed into
the hallway. After a struggle,
they put a couple of hand-
cuffs on me like 1 was some
sort of criminal.

‘They hit me and knocked
two front tecth out,

*When myv mum shouted to
them, ‘Don't beat him up’,
they pushed her out of the
way.

‘When they took me to the
police station, they threaten-
ed me a lot but they didn't hit
me there. They kept me in all
night, They think it's a big
joke. They love it.

Cost

‘On Wednesday at 8am
they came and got my
brother. Apparently they
wanted to question him. He
helped some girls move and
something was missing from
that house after they'd gone,
That’s what they wanted him
101

‘So far I've lost three days®
pay. It's going to cost £65 1o
recap my leeth,

‘I wouldn’t mind so much,
but | have never been in
trouble with the police, I've
never done anything.

‘They charged me with
assauit. They say | bita police
officer. How could 1? They
had knocked out my teeth!

‘It’s really bad. It makesme
sick. You can't phone up the
police ¢ vou're being hit by
the police, can you?
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AWARNINGTO

THE TORY victory in
Stechford and the big
fascist vote is a war-
ning to every worker.
The cuts in our living
standards pushed
through by the Lab-Lib
government are driving
an important minority
of workers to vote for
the right or even the
extreme right.

There is little doubt that a
general election now would
lead to a massive Tory vic-
tory.

It is no answer for trade
union leaders such as Jack

VERY WORKER

Stechford shows what's in store for
Labour—and why we must fight now
to prepare for the Tories later

They have been telling us for
three years to trust the
government—the same
government that has presided
over mass unemployment,
wage freezes, inflation, the
wrecking of large areas of the
National Health Service, and

‘an organised assault on the

welfare state.

These policies will let the
Tories back into office.

Sunday’'s conference against
the Social Contract: ‘We did
awfully because we apologised
for a Labour government that is
cutting our living standards.
The fascists are crawling out of
the woodwork because the
people of this country are con-
fused.’

Of course no socialist wants
to see the return of a Tory
government, But there is no
point in being frightened undu-
Iy by the prospect. We can
resist and defeat a Tory govern-

Stechford Constituency Labour
Party, Dai Havard, said at

Jones to say we can avoid this The secretary of the ment.
if wa all ‘pull together’ and
‘don’t rock the boat’.

That was the message of the
miners’ victory over Edward

Heath and the Tories in 1974.
And it is the memory of that
battle that made The Times,
The Guardian and the Finan-
cial Times urge Liberal support
for Callaghan. They are
frightened of what the trade
union movement would do to a
Tory government,

They want a Labour govern-
ment for a few more months
because they know Jack Jones
and Jim Callaghan will cook up
another round of wage
restraint and the continuation

Healey : the bosses need
Labour—for the time being

of the Social Contract.

And they know that Jack
Jones is far more likely to sell
that deal to the trade union
movement than a government
led by Margaret Thatcher.

The rank and file resistance
to another round of the Social
Contract will lay the basis for

the sort of organisation we
shall need in the autumn if
there is a Tory government.

[fonly the
- GreatTrain

Robbers

Thomas Montague Hickman:
British justice ar ity best

had gone toEton...

IT'"S NOT true that
there's one law for the
rich and another for the
poor.

Ask Thomas Montague
Hickman; he knows there
is no law for the rich,

An officer and a
gentieman, he left the Old
Bailey a free man last
Friday despite pleading
guilty to two ‘highly

rofessional and terrify-
mg‘ bank raids.
hings had looked grim
for Monty. After all, he
had made off with £17,-
500, he lhad clubbed a
bank manager so hard and
so often with a sawn-off
shotgun that the wounds
needed 30 stitches, he had
used home-made bombs
in the raids, and he had
threatened to 'blow out
the brains’ of a passer-by
who tried to stop him.

But never mind. Monty
is an Old Etonian and a
former major in the
Guards and therefore not
a ‘criminal type'.

Sitting in judgement on
him was, just by chance,
another officer and
gentleman, Judge Mervin
Griffiths-Jones, also of
Eton and the Guards.

Say no more, The wise
judge immediately got to
the heart of the matter—
Monty's wife had left him

for another man and he
wasn’'t feeling himself—
and decided “that a jail
sentence ‘would do
neither yourself nor the
public any good.’

Poor Monty had not
been ‘in command of his
senses’—although he did
have them under suf-
ficient command to hot-
foot it out of the country
with the loot—and so he
raceived a suspended
sentence,

Similar understanding
from Judge Griffith-Jones
was not unfortunately
extended to two youths
who recently sppeared

before him for snatching.

four handbags. They were
sent to detention centres
but then, of course, they
hadn’t been to Eton and
were thus in full command
of their senses.

Like @&ll good judges,
Griffith-Jones displays
much ingenuity in éex-
pressing ciass solidarity
with defendants—or class
hatred, as the case may be

Almost exactly two
years ago, a young lad
called Simon Rhodes was
given a conditional dis-
charge after he admitted
setting fire to Harrow
School, where he was a
pupil.

Justice McKenna ex-

plained his decision—
which was clearly un-
influenced by the fact that
Rhodes was a second
cousin to the Queen—
with the familiar words
that ‘to send you to prison
or to a Borstal institution
would serve no purpose.’

Another lucky young
man that year was 17-
year-old Anthony
Summers, expelled froma
public school for smoking
pot.

Justice Thesiger let him
off because he doubted
‘'whether someone of a
public school education
gains much from Borstal
training.’

Thesiger's views of
those without a public
school education are,
however, rather different.

Seven years earlier, he
had had before him a
youngster called Tim Daly
who, believing war to be
obscene, had climed to
the dome of the Imperial
War Museum and thrown
a petrol bomb inside.

Daly, who quickly gave
himseif up to the police,
was sent to jail for four
years by Judge Thesiger
with the words:

To send you to Borstal
would be like putting
gelignite in an unlocked
fuel store.’

Serves hum right for not
having been to Eton -

THE
BUDGET
HEADLINE
THAT SAID
ITALL...

‘THE PIPS shouldn't even
murmur this time' the
Economist magazine com-
mented on Denis Healey's
budget.

Healey. of course, was the
man who went vote-hunting in
1973 and 1974 by promising to
distribute wealth from the rich
to the poor until the pips
squeaked.

Certainly the nich have
every reason to crow. The
budget gives a married man on
£25,000 with two children a
clear £830.28 cut in income
tax.

Someone on £2,500 a year
only gets a cut of £30.78 a
year—less than 75p a week.

The Guardian gave figures
last week that paint an even
clearer picture.

They calculated how much
you gained or lost in the
budget, taking into account
the income tax changes and
the changes in petrol tax,
cigarette duty, road tax and so
on,

For the average family the

change is

WAGE

£40 34p loss
£75 34p gain
£100 57p gain
£150 £1.42 gain

Healey has simply stolen
from the poor to give to the
rich.

AN SWP
CANDIDATE

THE SOCIALIST
Workers Party are stan-
ding a candidate in the
Grimsby  by-election,
which is to lake place on
28 April. He Is Mike
Stanton, a local 24 year
old docker. Mike is a
member of the TGWU
and on the local trades
council.

Anyone who can help
in the campaign—
should contact the Parly
immediately at 01-73%
9772
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techford: What
we gained

THE Stechford by-
election showed that
a growing number of
workers have had
enough of the Labour
Party and the govern-
ment.

Much of this feeling was
shown in the appallingly
high vote for the National
Front,

But there was also a small
but growing minority of
workers who were prepared Lo
vote Tar candidates to the left
of the Labour Party.

Compared with one per cent
of the vote in Walsall and
Newcastle, the candidates of
the Socialist Workers Party
and the International Marxist
Giroup won 2.5 per cent of the
vole,

The SWP did not do as well
as we had hoped. But there
were important gains.

Order

On polling day. our can-
didate, Paul Foot. spoke toa
dinnertime meeting of 80
workers ina factory cantecn at
Die Castings, just outside the
constiluency.

As a result, shop stewards
ordered a regular 12 Socialist
Workers a week. None of the
80 who attended the meeting
lived in Stechford, but ‘an
inroad for socialist politics
was created in another Bir-
mingham factory.

in all. 42 Birmingham
workers joined the SWP
during the by-election cam-
paign.  Thirteen are shop
stesvards. 15 are black.

Reguiar sales of Socialist
Warker have now been es-
tablished inside eight more
factories, including Tractors

and Transmissions, Fort
Dunlop, and GKN Hardy
Spicer.

Fight

In the nine days of the active
SWP campaign,
Socialist Workers were sold
This looks like settling down
to a regular sales increase in |
Birmingham of at least 170.

These are the real successes
for the SWP of the Stechford
by-clection, In a large area of
Birmingham, we have brought
together more socialists and
militants who want to fight,
who are looking for an alter
native to the Labour Party

A revolutionary socialist
alternative to Labour will not
be built by winning votes

It will depend on how many
organised units of the party we
create in the factories, on the
housing estates,

And it will depend on how
successfully these units fight
for soctalist politics -~ and
organise active resistance to
this government « and its
politics and to any Taory
government thit follows.

Smash the
Social Contract

All out Tuesday 19 Aprill
NATIONAL STRIKE
AGAINST THE SOCIAL
CONTRACT, called by the
British Leyland combine
committee, endorsed by the
Right to Work Campaign and
the Liaison Committee for
the Defence of Trade Un-
ions. MOVE RESOLUTIONS
NOW endorsing the strike
call and arranging
delegations to mass lobby of
parliament,

Right to Work
Campaign

WHAT DID HAPPEN TO THE
RIGHT TO WORK MARCHERS AT
HENDON LAST MARCH?

Aead the nave Right ta Work
Dofence  Campaign FACTSHEET
Minimum price Sp- procesds
watds payirg the remeining inas
Avarlsble from Right to Work Cam
aaign, 26%9a Seven Sistars Road,

ndon N4

NO MORE SHREWSBURYS! DE-
FEND JOMN DEASON! Relly:
Saturday 30 April, 2.30pm, Unay

1,000 .

By-clections are & good
opportunity for us to argue
our politics, our ideas. They
are n better apportunity than
we usually get tao meet peaple
and to find the socialists who
want to fight,

Rotten

Chris Naishitt, @ railway
worker, walked into the
SWP's Stechford offices,
brought out his Labour Party
card and said:

“You can have this-—1 want
to join you. I've got five kids
and 1 can't bear the thought of
them growing up in the same

rotten sociely is the one we're
in now.'

fhroughout the campaign,
while Labour and Tory tried
to win votes by lies and half-
truths, we concentrated on
meetings in . factories. with
small groups of workers in
pubs and homes, arguing that
it is possible to build a socialist
party that can begin to take on
and change this society.

There 15 no way that the
decades-old  grip of the
Labour Party and its policies
will be broken overnight.

But by winning new
members, by oOrganising a
presence in the factories, we

The ‘workers’
friends’:

Marparet Thatcher
and Tory candidute
Andrew Mackay
trying to look
interested in 1w
Stechford workers'
problents

made a further step towards
this. When all the other parties
have cleared out of Stechford,
we shall still have a presence.

Active

Socialist Worker and our
Party will he on every picket
line in Stechford, on every
demonstration, in every dis-
pute, active on the streets
against the National Front,
and in the factories arguing
against racialism, and against
the Social Contract,

Labour Weekly won't
appear again in Stechford
until there is another election,

Students say it again:

NOfascistsin col

FASCISTS and racists are
not to be allowed inside
Britain’s colleges.

That was the decision reaf-
firmed last week by the con-
ference of the National Union
of Students.

This ‘No Platform’ position
was carried, despite the
attempt to reverse the union’s
policy by the execufive,
dominated by the Left

Labour Party and Communist
Party members,

On most other issues, the
executive managed to get its
way. It was able, by relying on
Tory votes, to block a motion

Rank and File

DIARY

Mouse, Euston Rosd London NWt.
Spupkers include Ricky Tombhinson
iShrewsbury  pecket), Ernle Roberts
|assistant genaral secretary AUEW).
Peter Hain and Mike Lynch (yatled
Fught 1o Wark marcher]. Tickets,
individunls 35p, trade union
argamisations 20p each for more than
ane. from 16 Yew Grove, London
NW2 3AD. Back new to ensure a plee,
Organised by Barnet Boraugh Trades
Council

DEFEND JOHN DEASON:
Mass picket of the Old
Bailey on Wednesday 4
May, 10am. Fight for official
delegatiohs BRING
BANNERS.

Train from Manpchester. Cheap
group booking. £7 retorn, frem TU
Books, 260 Deansgate or prane OB
832 B102

Letust iszue of PLATFORM, PAPER
0OF RANK AND FILE BUS WORKERS.
OUT NOW, March' ssue, Ten cooies
for - 70 Including pesiage fram
Plattorm, 176 South Park Drive, liford
Essex

PLATFORM, 1he paper of fank and
4 hus workers, NATIONAL
MEETING: Saturdey 23 Apel 0
sanchesiar To discuss Wages #no
the  Social Contract, Cuts. How to
Lutle your awn lecally-basad Plat
Bacism und how o fightit oo the
a nangnal Platfarm parrohlet
Surther getads fromy Platarm, 176
South Peek Dnve, WHord, Essex.

calling for spreading of the
occupations against the fees
increases.

Critical

The conference didn’t
accurately reflect the huge
upturn in strugple seen during
the last term. Most of the
overseas students at the con-
ference were. critical of the
cynical way the executive has
tried to ignore the campaign
—and yet motions saying this
were voted out by the com-
bined forces of the Tories and
executive.

STOP THE CLOSURE! Mass picket
outside the Elizabeth Garratt Ander-
son Hospital: on the day set for
closure, Mondsy 18 April, 7am and all
day, EGA, Euston Road. London [near
Euston Station|

LONDON NALGO ACTION GROUP
public meeting: Why you shoukd vole
NAG /Why you shouki fight 1oe Social
Contrsct. Tuesday 19 Apeil, 7.45pm
The New Inn, 183 Tattenham Court
Acad. Speakers include NAG NEC
candidetes

TGWU RIGHT TO WORK
CAMPAIGN Say no to the Social
Cantract patitions to be presented to
TGWU Biennial Delagate
Conference—avallable from Ryght to
Wark Centre. 265a Seven Sistars
Road, London, N4, Send maney 10
cover pasiage

W\;

&

10p aach, plus 7p postage (Y001 more
aost frow) fram Engineters Chartar,

26568 Seven Siswrs Rodd, London
NA

leges!

Perhaps the most important
thing that the conference
shows is the polarisation
among students. Faced with
worsened living conditions,
there are growing numbers of
students looking to the right
on the one hand and to the far
left on the other.

The conference split three
ways—hetween the smallest

grouping, the Tories, the
Broad Left and the
revolutionaries.

NOISS, the student affiliate
of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty, gave the lead to the far left
in proposing motions and

speaking,
But when it came 1o elec-
tions, votes were divided

between it und the Socialist
Student Alliance, which at-
tracted those people not yet
prepared to commit
themselves fully to
revolutionary politics,

So, for instance, two SSA
members were elected to the
NUS executive, as opposed to
only one NOISS member,
Andy Strouthous. Andy got
more. first preference votes,
but the Broad Left voted with
the SSA to try to keep him off
the executive,

Upset

The politics of some SSA
candidates was ambiguous, to
say the least.

One of those clected, Colin
Talbot. came out in favour of
two redundaneies in the NUS
services company—a position
which upset many SSA
members. but which the group
defended.

And another of their
delegates won applause from
Tories and Broad Left
members by attacking NOISS
delegates for being in favour
of occupations.

Conference voted to hear
Paul Foot speak sbout the
attucks on Socialist- Worker,
In a collection for the defence
fund, we raised £159.52.

THERE MUST be some heavy
hearts among the trade union
leaders.

Jenkins, Comerford of ASTMS, Mills
of NUBE and Chapple of the EETPU,
must look at that figure of £26,079
raised for our fighting fund in just four
weeks and ask themselves, was it all
worthwhile?

They have tried to break us and they can't
do it. They have succeeded in finding support
for Socialist Worker that we never knew
existed,

That support, we are sure, will go on long
after Jenkins and Chapple rest contented, six
feet under.

It's not just socialists that are rallying to our
support. Jenkins has stirred a hornet’s nest
inside his own union. No less than 27 of his
full-time divisional officers have signed a
statement of protest and contributed to the
fund.

That takes courage when the statement is
critical of your general secretary who has
influence

This statement, together with a letter
signed by many prominent rank and file trade
unionists and ASTMS MP Tom Litterick
expressing outright condemnation of
Jenkins, has been sent to over 600 ASTMS
branches with an appeal for money.

The undersigned members of ASTMS are
concerned at the implications in the
recent decision of ASTMS and its General
Secretary to sue for libel and breach of
copyright the Socialist Worker. Further,
we concerned at the decision reached by
the courts which appears to threaten the
press right to lampoon or make satirical
comment. We therefore wish to sub-
scribe 10 a fund to help to defray the
award and costs or to assist inany appeal
that may be necessary.

Signed, in a personal capacity, Divisional

Officers: Don Groves W Cairns
Pam Taylor C Crabb
J Chowecat B Fox
D Ingram P Kennedy
P Amoss K Orme
M Teague R Lear
J Higgins P Ray
R Spiller G Fordham
T Dolan J F Hall
J Paine F Sharp
H Glass D Barr
J Fisher A Stubbs
E A Hazlewood P Leverton

W Holmes

DON'T BE COMPLACENT!

Some people have asked: Why the figure of
£40,0007 It is the minimum we need to
prevent the trade union leaders from breaking
us,

If we beat off this attack, we think these
‘spoiled child’ leaders will find something
more worthile to do with their members’
funds.

DONATE NOW
DONATE GENEROUSLY
DEFEND SOCIALIST WORKER

[ Donations to Socialist Worker,
6 Cottons Gardens, London, E2.
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M Leaex

E Stafford

D Frasar

. Blackmore

B Cairns
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0 Counts
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Anon, Sheffield

Inner East London
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D Auden
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Glasgow

Flaxi Shoe Warks
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All out 20 April!

1700 DELEGATES, in-
cluding 300 Leyland
shop stewards and
representatives from
the whole of industry,
called for an end to the
Social Contract and a
day of action on 20
April, including strikes
and demonstrations.
That was the outcome of the
conference on Sunday in Bir-
mingham, called by the
Leyland combine.
Enthusiasm

At the beginning of the con-
ference, there was considerable
enthusiasm. The delegates clearly
represented some of the most
powerful sections of rank and file
trade unionists. There was a feeling
that if this power were used, the
Social Contract could quickly be

dpxd

LEYLAND CONFERENCE

NAMES THE DATE FOR
ACTION AGAINST THE

SOCIAL CONTRACT

killed and buried.

The tone of many of the speeches was
apparently one of strenuous opposition
1o any notion of wage restraint,

Introducing  the conference,
Robinson, of the Leyland national
stewards committee, said:

‘If the Leyland shop stewards are
raising the aspiration of thousands and
thousands of workers for a return to
free collective bargaining, we are proud
to plead guilty.

hil ﬁilggs from Rolls-Royee,
Coventry told how a mass meeting in
his factory had voted for mass action on
20 April. He said: “There is a need for

sai4dda e

P s ETEEREE

Sunday's conference: It showed its strenghs—and its weaknesses

THERE was an impor-
tant division within the
conference.

It was about how the
words against the Social

Derek:

mass demonstrations in the cities and
towns. Our shop stewards committee
has written to other shop stewards
commitices in Coventry, We hope
Brother McGarry (one of the platform
akers) will be demonstrating as well.
'aords without actions are useless.’
Kevin Halpin, from Acton rails and
the Liaison Committee for the Defence
of Trade Unions, argued: *We have the
possibility of a mass movement we did
not haye a vear ago. People like Brother
McGarry who have supported the
Social Contract are now speaking
against it.'
Brother

Davies an EETPU

member, told of the strike in Don-
nington, South Yorkshire, where con-
tracting efectricians are demanding that
payments in excess of those allowed by
the Social Contract and the Joint
Industrial Board for the industry are
paid openly, and not ‘under the table’.
He said: *We are still on strike. This is
out way to break the Social Contract’,

Roy Ricks, ., from Imperial
Metals in Ieeds, argued that ‘on 20
April we vote with our feet, with a most
massive day of action against the Social
Contract.”

Arthur Scargill, the President of the
Yorkshire Miners, said: “We have a
special relationship with Birmingham.,
It was here in the 1972 miners’ strike
that the working class came out in the
streets and demonstrated with us, ‘It
was the fundamental step in our vie-
tory.

/ Rocking

I am sick and tired of hearing from
some trade union leaders about not
rocking the boat, about supporting this
Government. | was elected to defend
the standard of living of miners. We are
not prepared to tolerate any longer the
holding down of living standards,’

PICTURES: JOHN STURROCK (Report)

Contract were to be  ywhen his own umion. the terest, backed by Tory  representatives here today.’ toolroom workers, support

translated into deeds. AUEW, organised an un- newspapers, reactionary In contrast, many other for the Port Talbot elec-
The platform and s good limited all-out national strike strike.” speakers saw that the tricinns.

number of speakers from the  against the Industrial Bob Wright, the newly- toolroom strike, however ‘The toolroom workers

floor said they were against Relations Court over the Con elected Assistant General  limited its objectives. had huve been insulted in the press,

the Contract. But then they Mech fines. Secretary of the AUEW, involved action, not just in the trade union movement,

went on to attack as sections!’
and 'divisive’ the toolmakers’
strike, which the Leyland
management and the ex-
ecutive of the kngineering
Union broke with threats of a
lockout,

These people ulso tended to
emphasise 20 April as merely a

lobby of parliament rather
than » strike,
George Anthony,

secretary of the North London
District  Committee of the
AUEW, attacked the ‘disunity
of the toolmakers." He cluimed
that their sort of action was
‘the basis for another stage of
the Con-trick”

He ulso decided to reswrite
history. He claimed that ‘one
day strikes stopped the In-
dustrial Relationy Act’,

He had obviously forgotten
that the Industrial Relations
Act was [finally destrayed

Eddie McGarry, convenor
of Triumph Coventry, who
wsed to support the Social
Contract and was one of the
keenest advocates of workers
participation in British
Leviand, claimed he was now
*hitterly disappointed, bitterly
disillusioned,” (o heckling
from the Conference. ‘The

Credibility

credibility, status and suthori-
ty of the trade union léaders is
a1 stake. he said. “We, the
NCOs of the movement, the
convenors and shop stewards,
have heen making ull sorts of
excuses for the Social Con-
tricct over the past two years.’

'‘Speak for vourself. cried
part of the audience.

He attacked the toolroom
workers a5 a ‘sectionul in-

seemed to see the demand for
import controls as the answer
1o the Social Contract.

‘Some people say this s
exporting unemployment 1o
other countries. Bul at the
moment all the imports mean
that we are importing un-
cmployment from the Com-
mon Market countries to Bri-
tain,’

There were loud interrup
rions, with cries of ‘what about
the 800 jobs yvou sold at
Chrysier?

Derek Robinson, sum-
ming up, said he was a
toolroom worker himself. But
he went on (o denoance their
strike as ‘divisive'.

‘These people have heen
smoking opium since the day
they were horn. We are not
poing to solye these problems
in iselation. . . the toolroom
shop stewards have no

words, over wages.

Toolmakers

George Cole, president of
the AUEW Manchester Dis-
trict, pointed out that ‘the
Social Contract was well and
truly taken om by the
toolmakers and proved tobe a
con’

Wyn Bevan, of the Port
lalbot electricians, puointed
out that his strike was in many
ways similar to the
toolmakers’.

John Deason, from New-
ton AUEW and the Right to
Work Campaign. put the
argument forcibly.

‘A lobby of parliament is
not enouagh to fight the Social
Contract, The question is
struggle in the here and now,

‘That means support for the

even from lhl\ phtfurm
‘But we should support any

strike a the So

il Con-

‘Tt would be ideal if the fight
was nice and orderly with us
all putting in for £15 together
and striking together.

‘But the real world is not
like that. The struggie is often
confused. But that is the
struggie we have to support

The trade union leaders
sold the Social Contract. Now
some of them say they have
changed their minds. Does
that give Scanlon and the
ALUEW executive the right to
join management in threaten-
ing a lockout?

‘Let’s make 20 April not just
a day of action, but a day of
strike action. And let’s go back
from this conference and each
of us put in claims for £15
now.

Mahmood Ahmed: standing ovation

-

roar over toolmaker

REPORTING: CHRIS HARMAN AND PETER CLARK

Phil Higgs: his factory has

voted for mass action

D, Davies

‘We're fighting
the Contract.'

Cheers
for the
strike
that
goes on
and on

THE CONFERENCE
gave a standing ovation to
Mahmood Ahmed from
the Grunwick strike com-
mittee.

‘We're the people who are
the lower paid.’ he said, "“When
we ask for pay increases we are
told the Social Contract can-
not give it. We're still out after
32 weeks because the
movement'’s not  doing
anything, ;

“The Postal workers union
say they don't want any action
because if they do they'll be
taken to the High Court.
When we asked the TUC for
all unions to take co-ordinated
action we got nothing.

‘The electricians’ union
would not cut off electricity to
the factory which the manage-
ment are running with scabs.
The TUC should have cometo
a group of workers like us who
are in struggle. Instead, we
had to go to them.

‘This strike shows how
useless are the Employment
Protection Act and the
government conciliation ser-
vice, ACAS,

*The National Association
for Freedom has helped the
management in their courn
cases. They should be called
the National Association For
Exploitation. They are also
attacking UCATT members
who are fighting the lump

‘If the trade union move-
ment want Asians agd black
people to join the trade unions
and orgamse themselves, the
unions will have to do better
than they've done im
Grunwicks so far,’

Advertisemernt

National Right to Work
Campaign says: All out
on 20 April in support of
the North Region NUPE
Day of Action Against
the Cuts

Full support for the
Demonstration and Rally
in Newbray P
Sunderland, 2pm

ark




ONE THING about the
development of the human
family is sure. It is tied up with
the evolution of property.
Whatever the details—and they
are highly controversial—this
is the central fact.

In particular, the evolution of
private property—~which means
rights held by individuals over
things and especially over other

The Iroquois indians had no peaple went handdn hand with the
growth of dominance of men over

state, no police system, no .
; wonten and with the emergence of
private property and a high the state—an armed force

seperated from, . above and
status for women. parasitic on the actual producers of
wealth,

This is the thesis of Engels’ famous

Property and the Srate. No. other
Marxist writing has been so violently
attacked and ridiculed as this one, not
even Marx's Capital,

It may be worth noting that the
critics, liberal and conservative alike,
have been~almost without
exception=-men brought up in male
dominated societies,

Tribunal

Engels relied for part of his informa-
tion on the work of the American
student of surviving primitive societies,
Lewis Henry Morgan.

Morgan had lived amongst the
Iroquois indians of New York state
who still  preserved their tribal
organisation in the last century—and
very unlike the popular idea of tribal
life it turned out to be..

by adoption and, you might almostsay, @ FProperty in the

by conversion. ‘Liberty, equality,
fraternity’ were their cardinzl prin-
ciples, he wrote, Now this was not at all
what was expected.

The five ‘nations’ of the Iroquois
confederacy had been extremely
warlike peoples. The confederacy had
played a lurge part, as allies of one side
or the other, in the wars between
Britain and France for the control of
Canada at the North East of the present
UKA,

They had the reputation of being
most savage, ruthless and efficient
fighters. Such a ‘militaristic’ society
must surely be aristocratic,
suthoritarian and male dominated!

In fact the Iroquois ‘had no
hereditary royalty or aristocracy, no
state, no police system, no private
property save of the most trivial

Facts of family life

means of
production—the Iroquois were
agriculturalisis—belonged to the clan
itself. not to individuals.

Moreover, descent was reckoned and
inheritance took place through the
female line i.¢. property remained in a
man or woman's mather's clsm or sub-
group. Because the system was
matriarchal, s son could not succeed his
father as chief or sachem.’

Rights

In any case the authority of these
officers was slight. They had prestige
but no economic privilege, Everything
not dictated by custom was decided by
vote. men and women alike voting,

The status of women was
high; very much higher than

for the NAFF?

THE PRISON
governor at Walton in

Liverpool is still
withholding  letters
from prisoner Billy
Castley.

Another Right to
Work marcher, Joe
Cronshaw told

Socialist Worker:

‘On the last occasion |
wrote to Billy Castley |
sent the letter recorded
delivery. 1 also posted
one to the Governor
protesting at the
withholding of mail from
Billy.

Second

“The recorded delivery ship
says they got the letter on the
14th and on the 15th they
sent it back, together with a
note from the Governor
saying:

‘As you do not appear to
have known Castley prior 1o
his coming into custody then
correspondence and visits
canno! be allowed.”

‘So | wrote a second letter
to the Governor, enclosing
my original letter to Billy
Castley.

‘1 said in the letter that |
had known Billy for a long
time. If they wanted confir-
mation | said they could get
it from the Special Branch
and the London police who
ambushed us at Hendon.

The new™m

THE WORD ‘moderate” has
taken on a4 new meaning in
the London Freelance
Branch of the journalists’
union the NUJ since Ber-
pard Levin and friends took
control of the branch
Last vear Levin circulated
a report of a meeting 1o his

0 SOME READERS of the
Socialist Worker who en-
joy punishing themselves
on 2 Sunday morning may
de so by reading the Sun-
day Times Colour supple-
ment

Those who read it last
Sunday might have notic-
ed thes revoiting anti-lrish
oxe

fan Brown, & North Lon-
don member of the
Workers Pty
a3 Oewsad an exosient
rsn raosT
¥'s » the form of an =
CRE WIS 2SETVES wET

——— 2%

gngersiang Ther

*I said | had also been with
Billy on the London to
Brighton march, and that
the contents of my letter
made it obvious that | knew
Billy for a long time before
he went to prison.

‘I said 1 couldn’t see where
the difference was between
the Post Office workers'
boyeott of mail to South
Africa and what they were

doing—withholding  mail
completely,
‘I asked them if they

returned the letter again to
give me a truthful reason
why—if that’s possible for
them. 1 am convinced the
reason is purely political.
‘I've written to labour

book The Origin of the Family, Private

CENSORSHIP! A case

MP Frank Allaun, and I've
had a letter back from him,
saying he is taking it up with
the Home Secretary.

‘I also wrote to Right to
Work marcher Mike Lynch,
when he was in Pentonville
Prison, several times, and |
never had a reply. Now I'm
wondering whether he ever
got the letters.

Write
Socialist Worker wants to
hear from anyone élse who
has written to any prisoners
and had the letter returned.
Write and tell us, and woite

to Frank Allaun at the
House of Commons.

Pesr Hut Crond Land

HY PFrison

68 Hornby Roed

Liverpeol LS 0P
35 Cuad 1317

The enclosed letter sddressed ta 72 Gg/8 (FVTEOY

iz returnsd %o you.

Under prison regulatisn prisoners may ocorrespend with
sné recoive viasits from relatives and friends known to

them prior to conwviotion.

As vou do not appear to have xnown
3 P

&!74.’j

prior to his soming into custedy then correspondence
end viaizs camnct beo ellowed.

M
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associates telling of their
‘overwhelming victory  for
maoderate policies . . . &
success far beyond anything
we had dreamed of.’

This meant they had
mandated delegates o the
annual conference to sup-
port the social contract and
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oderates”

oppose NUJ members 1n
Barnsley who asked local
trade unionists not to co-
operate with members of the
10J scab ‘union’,

This ‘moderdtion’ has
taken a1 new turn. The
branch committee has
introduced new  standing
orders which give them the
power to guillotine motions
before the branch meeting.

Last vear’s circular says:
‘Rosemary Meynell pointed
ot how useful it was that
Doug Harris was wearing a
white jacket, as whenever
she got lost she just looked
for his arm and put hers up
when she saw it rise.

Hard-core

"We ought, | think, tc
consider ways of ensuring
thar those who are un-
familigr with procedures and

T sCaS il on be helped

-
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Nothung has  chasged
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LETTER OF
THE LAW

RASHID BUTT whose
Scottish wife is expecting
a baby in May is appeal-
ing to the High Court to
allow him to stay in Bri-
tain.

Rashid was fined £50
at Glasgow Sheriff Court
for overstaying his time
in this country. He was
also recommended for

deportation.
Announcing his deci-
sion, Shenff Mowat

came out with this gem:
‘The only condition

against deportation is the

consideration  of

marriage.
‘I am not prepared to
accept simply that

because you got married
there is no reason for
deportation.’

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
need have no fears about
the two per cent National
Insurance surcharge in
Healey's Budget,

Most of the 1500
independent schools are
registered as charities
and will therefora be
exempt.

In fact Morgan became an Iroguois

ferry Gallogly b('k home with his family.

BLACKPOOL WAS
covered with posters last
week during the Student
Union Conference which
said ‘Vote NOISS for a
fighling NUS'".

NOISS members were
approached several times
by different members of
the Blackpool police
lorce, asking for the
whereabouts of ‘Mr.
Nolss' because they
wanted to get him o take
his posters down.

TERRY GALLOGLY, the AUEW member who was thrown
into Wakefield top-security prison last October after being
sacked from his job. has won his case of unfair dismissal.
Terry had been working at the factory since June on a pre-
release scheme which allows prisoners to serve the last six
months of their sentence at work.

Terry is understandably bitter about his treatment, not
only by the Home Office, but also from his own union

officials.

He told Socialist Worker: ‘I can't understand why district
secretary Ken Garwell didn’t implement the ‘interim relief
procedures’ under the dismissal laws so that I was re-instated
until the tribunal hearing was over.

“The workers at the factory went on strike to support me,
Garwell told them to go back to work.

“The union ignored appeals to help my wife and family.
Thes were oniy prepared to help me fight unfair dismissal,

not wrongful imprisonment.

S.em Coates from the Institute of Workers Control tried to

srt peopie to raise it on the TUC General Council. None of

B sowce lesders wookd do amything.
sad & | was wromgedy dismissed then it follows that | was

Lo —

morsaned. | woold fike 10 hear what the Home

Serzetars . Merbn Rees. has to say about that’

personal possessions,

NAZI NEWS:
SPARE A thought for John
Hutchins Tyndall, Fuehrer
* of the National Front and

his two faithful gauleiters,
Richard Verral and Martin
Webster, They lost Paw-
sons Rd, and now they're
facing eviction again,

Seems turning 91, Con-
naught Rd, Teddington
into their headquarters
was illegal, and the Lon-
don Borough of Richmond
has slapped an Enforce-
ment Notice on them,
giving them 56 days to
cease operations.

Oh well, there goes that
invasion of Poland

Our fearless fascists are
crawling out of their
bunkers to appeal at 10am
on 19 April, so don’t miss
your chance to see them
on their way, join the

icket outside the
unicipal Offices,
Twickenham.,

1 THREE WOMEN are
suffering from typhoid
because of cuts in the
health service.

Doctors carried out tests
on the women using a tube
which had previously been
used on a typhoid victim.

The plastic tubes, which
are impossible to sterilise
and cost £3 a time, should
be thrown away after use.
They were washed by
hand and re-used to save
money.

I THE FIRST £1 million flat
has just been sold, It is
nicely placed beside Hyde
Park, has 17 bedrooms, six
reception rooms and 11
bathrooms.

[0 ‘LEFT-WING® Under
Secretary for Industry
Bob Cryer has apologised
for crossing the picket
line at the Randolph
Hotel in Oxford.

Mr. Cryer says in his
defence that he knew
pothing about the strike
which has been going on
for four months.

Presumably he doesn’t
know either that a picket
line is there to tell people
who don't know about it,
and to persuade trade
unionists not to cross.

WHO DUNNIT? The body
of Las Vegas Labour
leader Al Bramlet was
found in a shallow grave
in the Nevada desert. He
led a strike of catering
workers last year which
closed down all the hotels
and casinos,

‘monogamous.

-that an extinct

amongst the British and
French colonialists.

The secret was, of course,
that women were mainly
responsible for raising the
corn  crop, the principal
source of food.

There was no slavery.
Captives  were  normally
killed. If spared they were
given a ‘mother’, put
through an elaborate ‘adop-
tion' ceremony and became
Iroquois with the same
rights and obligations as the
rest.

Amazing

More precisely, they
became members of a par-
ticular matriarchal clan and
tribe,

Thus Morgan became #
member of the Hawk clan of
the Senaca nation.

Now for a point to which
Morpan attached great im-
portance. He was given a
‘mother’, a female of the
previous generation, but the
word was used not only in
addressing this lady but also
in addressing all her clan
sisters.

In the same way all the
males of the previous
generation within the sub-
proup were ‘fathers’, all
contempories brothers and
sisters,

This ‘classificatory’
system of kinship terms did
not correspond to the actual
facts of Iroquois family life.

The Iroquois were
Morgan
thought the system was a
survival from an earlier State
of 'group marriage'.

As Engels put it ‘we can
deduce from the historical
survival of a system of
consanguinity (i.e., ways of
reckoning relationships)
form * of
family once, existed which
corresponded to it

Morgan and many other
investigators soon found
that the ‘classificatory’
system of reckoning kinship
was found amongst
primitive peoples all over the
world,

From this he worked out a
hypothetical history of the
family at which we will take
a critical look next week.

What he had proved
beyond dispute was that, in
one case at least, ‘primitive
communism® and a high
status  for women went
together,
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This is ‘white
civilisation...

CAN LITERALLY GET AWAY
WITH BLOODY MURDER

THE guerrilla war
for the freedom of
Zimbabwe

(Rhodesia) from
white minority
rule has been out

of the headlines

But that does not
mean that the fighting
has stopped. If
anything, it has been
getting more intense.

In two days last week, 24
people died, according to
the white regime,

More sigaificant, the ‘kill
ratio’ the white forces claim
against the freedom fighters
has dropped murkedly from
the 10:1 figure boasted of
before Christmas.

A number of items that have

recently appeared in the press
in  neighbouring  Zambia
throw important light on the
methads of the regime,
[=—=—= e 5]
THE Smith regime is forcing
black Rhodesians to join the
puppet ZUPO party by being
refused medical facilities un-
less they produce ZUPO party
membership cards. :

ZUPO’s  campaign for
membership is being spear-
headed by white district com-
missioners in the tribal trust
lands, according to Rhodesian
refugees. =

This' move i reported to
have been put under way soon
after the collapse of the
Geneva conference.

ZUPO is a brainchild of the
racist Rhodesia Front party of
Ian Smith which has all along
been white and now needs
black support.

It is believed that if the
Africans in trust lands become
ZUPO members—rightly or
wrongly~the Rhodesia Front
might claim hall Rhodesian
black population support.

The refugees also said that
despite the massive campaign
for ZUPQ, its leaders are very
unpopular among Africans.

Puppet chiefs Chirau and
Ndjweni have no support in
Rhodesia. They live and travel
under armed escort and
threats of death are constantly
being made against them,

—Times of Zambia, 23
Fehruary.

A WHITE farmer who beat
to death an elderly black
labourer was fined 300 dollars.

He unleashed four blows to
the face, a kick to the head and
two kicks to the chest after the
65-year old labourer planted
maize wrongly.

The magistrate, V.J. Koch,
said he did not consider the
assault a serious one, ‘though
the results were unfortunate,”

—  Rhodesian Heraid, 26
March.

R

SINCE 1972, a total of 632
Africans have been killed
while bresking Rhodesian

Some of the thousands of Israeli Arabs who attended last month’s mass memorial near Tel Aviv for five of their comrades killed while protesting againsi

Israeli land-grabbing.

curfew regulations or ‘running
with guerrillas’.

—lan Smith, 23 February.
p=—=_— 8 =
THREE American recrults to
the Rhodesian army grabbed a
plane and deserted to indepen-

dent Africa.

The rebel army sources said
two of the deserters were
serving in the racist regime's
light infantry and the third
wha had a pilot’s licence, was a
member of Grey's Scouts, a

%oy

Why blacks are refusing
to do Smith's dirty work

BLACK police and
soldiers in the employ of
Rhodesia’s white minority
government are deserting
in growing numbers.

The following interview,
from the Mozambican weekly
magazine, Tempo, is one of

several interviews with
deserters - published in
Mozambique.

‘I joined the police because
at that time there were no
other jobs in Rhodesia. There
a person my age could only
arrange food in the army orin
the police. There is no work.'

Racist

These are the words: of
Robson Chaziwa, a deserter
from the racist police in
Rhodesia.

Chaziwa is 19 and belonged
to -the police of the arca of

Odzi near Umtali.

‘1 was in the police in a post
near my own village. Oneday |
learned that the police went to
my mother's hause because of
guerillas. , . When [ arrived
there they had killed her.’

We asked him if his mother
really had
guerrillas.

‘Not at all. She didn't. |
know how it was.'

He continued by telliig the
kind of actions he himself had
been obliged to participate in,
Normally, the
arresting, beating and killing
fall to the black police. They
receive orders to go to a village
to get information. There they
should arrest, beat up, and if
necessary kill the people if
they don’t speak up, or at least
denounce somebody,

Robson Chaziwas own
mother was Killed this way.
She had no information to

contact  with

tasks of

ive, she was beaten and her
ouse was burned.
“The whites, besides carning
a lot, rarely kill, because this is
to be done by black police.
And if they don't follow the
whites' orders, they are brand-
ed ‘terrorists’.

Walked

‘I fled because | couldn't
stand it any more. | walked
two days without eating to
cross the border into Mozam-
bique.’

About ZIPA Chaziwa said:
‘I don't vet know a single
ZIPA guerrilla, but Smith's
soldiers and also the police are
very frightened of them, Many
black police and soldiers are
deserting because they don't
want to die.’

—African
February.

News, 28

lan Smith: his roops have
one big fear

cavalry unit,
Eight foreign nationals are
now reported to have deserted
from the army in the pasi three
monils,
—Times

of Zambia 20
February.
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THE'CRAZY
BRUTALITY’
JUDGES
DEFEND

A COUPLE of weeks ago,
a judge struck what he
regarded as a great blow
for freedom.

He prevented the students
union at the University of
Manchester  Institute of
Science and Technology dis-
ciussing the motion that
Zionism is racism,

But for the Palestinians
who live in the Israeli oc-
cupied territories on the West
Bank of the River Jordan, the
racialism of the Israeli army
of occupation is only too
real—as it is to more than a
million refugees driven out of
their homeland in what
now Israel by settlers who

decided that it should be
inhubited almost entirely by
those of Jewish descent.

A recent US state depart-
ment report tells that ‘in
quelling demonstrations and
restoring  order in the
territories, the [Israeli
authorities have in several
instances used excessive
Joree,”

The International Herald
Tribune reported om 23
March what that involved:

‘The deportation of Arabs
in contravention of the Genva
convention, the blowing up of
houses belonging to trouble
makers, and the ad-
ministrative detention of
persons whose crime may be
as minor as writing anti-
Israeli poetry.

BROKEN
‘Ten years of military
occupation have had a

brutalising effect. . .

‘An example came to light
when 17 students of the UN-
run teachers training c
in Ramallah were admitted 1o
hospital with broken bones,
lacerations, concussions and
missing teeth.'

This followed the Zionist
min entering the college

king for demonstrators,
and grabbing everyome at
hand.

The chief in internal
medicine at Jerusalem’s Vie-
toria hospital suid that he had
not seen before ‘such crazy
brutality'.

Jerusalem’s Arabic
NEWSPRpers were prevented
by censorship from
publishing photos of the
students—a decision which
our ‘guardian of free \
for Manchester w no
doubt heartily spprove.

O The Observer
newspaper revealed on
Sunday that the Israeli
government has started
supplying arms to the
Chilean junta.

socialist view.

Also in this months issue
Alex Callinicos on The British

The labour government has launched a series
of debates on what it sees as the falling standards
in education. The governments’ main
contribution being massive cut-back
in education spending. In this issue

. of IS JOURNAL Richard Noss
joins The Great Debate with a

48 ON 3NSSI NHdyY

Road, Joanna Rollo
Immigration part 2, Colin
Sparks on Stuart Hollands’
The Socialist Challenge’
Plus Briefing, Notes of the 6 Cofttons Gardens
month and Reviews. Lo

40p (inc post)
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The surplus no one
can afford

IN THE mid-1970s
unemployment in Britain
reached an official total of
a million and a half, the
highest level since the pre-
war depression.

For the first time
since the thirties, almost

WHY
THERE

A
B

UNEMPLOYME!

every worker had friends,
neighbours or relations on
the dole

During the 1950 and
1960s the cyvcle of booms
and slumps seemed to have
been permanently evened
out. This cycle had plagued
every capitalist country
since the beginning of the
industrial revolution

Those who in the [950s
and 1960s thought they
had found a regulator for
the economy and a means
of ending unemployment
have to admit that it no
longer works.

As carly as 1848, in the
Communist Manifesto,
Marx and Engels described
how this switchback-ride
from crisis 10 crisis is built
into the capitalist system.

A simplified explanation
of Marx’s complex
analysis is; under
capitalism, those with
money use it to buy
factories, equip them
and employ workers to
make goods. The capitalist
then sells the goods, fixing
the price so that it covers
their expenditure on wages
and raw materials and
repays the cost of plant-
their capital.

They then add an extra
element—profit. Most of
this profit is reinvested to
produce more goods and
so make more profit, and
in this way capitalists aim
to accumulate more and
more profit,

The goods produced are
put on sale, but their prices
add up to more than the
wages which have been
paid out to the workers. So
the workers cannot afford
to buy all the goods which
arc available.

The result 1s an apparent
surplus of goods—not
more goods than people
need. but more than they

afford
Marx also cxplained
Shoih ey

‘WHEN 1 first saw
unemployed men at ¢k
quarters, the thing tha
horrified me was to fi
that many of them we
ashamed of being
unemployed....

‘I remember the shad
astonishment it gave
to find that a fair
proportion of these be
whom I had been taug
regard as cynical paral

THE DEMAND fos

right to work

that people’s skills,
-and creativity canne

discarded simply tos

investors.of capital.

Because unemplo
is esscntial to the we
of the capitalist syst
raising this demand
challenges the basis
system itself.

The demonstrati
marches organiscd ¥
National Unemploy
Workers' Movemen
19205 and 1930s we
bigger and more m
than the Jarrow Ma
the one march whic
many people symbe
the hungry thirties.

Throughout its e
it was a movement
audacity and
determination.

Its leaders took g
personal risks, and
were imprisoned.

Wal Hannington
prison ten times in
years he spent in t
NUWM.

In 1975 a demons
against upemployma
a lobby of parliames
called by the North
Region of the TUC
November,

The TUC disownt
protest, fearing thas
might have ‘an ant
government nature’
Len Murray, the ge
secretary, circulated
Trades Councils a
member unions call
them not to suppo

In spite of this
intervention,  mo
20,000 workers ma:

Juring the Riﬂ;l to Work March from Euston Statiog
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were decent young miners
and cotton workers....
They had been brought up
to work, and it seemed as if
they were never going to
have the chance of working
again.

‘In their circumsiances it
was inevitable, at first, that
they should be haunted by
a feeling of personai
degradation. That was the
attitude rowards

unemployment in those
days: it was a disaster
which happened to you as
an individual and for
whichi you were to blame.

That's what George
Orwell wrote 40 years ago,
in the Road to Wigan Pier,
In 1976 a young
unemployed engineering
worker describes the same
fecling:

was very down because
I'd written what, 150, 200
letters for jobs, drawing
only one interview that |
didn’t get the job for. On
average there's anything
between three and four
hundred people going for a
job. I mean one does
become very demoralized.

‘I saw a lass T knew
coming ta sign on. She’s
usually a nice, lively,
cheerful sort of lass. She's
always smiling, always nice
to you. As she came down,
she had her coat collar
turned up, and dark glasses
on, and she was huddled
down, and she was so
depressed.

‘You know, it was like
the end of the world. |
mean she'd only heen out a
coupie of months, but you
get to that point very
quickly.

‘A lot of people who
don't understand why
there's unemployment at
this time in such large
numbers get the idea that
they themselves personally
are failing, that they're just
not good enough, that's
why they don't get a job.

‘That's just nol true in
this situation.'

SOCIALIST WORKER 9 April 1977 &
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DOWN
THE
ROAD

DOWN THE ROAD

UNEMPLOTRERT A0 THE FIGNT FOR YHE RICHT T0 WORK
Saroh Cox and Robert Godden

the
rts
bility
be
it the

nent
rking

sat
any

ent to
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ation
it and
| were
West

or 26

the

and
ral

g on

than
ed
o the

House of Commons,
passing Congress House,
the TUC headquarters, on
the way,

Out of the success of this
march grew a campaign for
the Right to Work. Plans
were made for a march of
unemployed workers from
Manchester to London.

While more than a
thousand trade union
bodies gave support or
affiliated to the campaign,
others refused to do so
because it was not

—————— e

recognized by the official
labour and trade union
movement.

The 80 marchers spent
three weeks on the road,
using the march as one of
them put it as an ‘anger
march, not & hunger
march'.

The march acted as a
flying picket, holding
meetings at factory gates or
inside the factories
themselves along their
route.

The fight cannot be left
to the trade union leaders,
who are paralysed by their
loyalty to the Labour
government while the
government in turn
dedicates its energies to
making industry profitable
on the terms laid down by
the international bankers.

The unemployed cannot
fight alone, since by losing
their jobs they have lost

their power at the point of

production, Thercfore the
fight must be carried on by

rank-and-file workers
uniting with the
unemployed.

Battles have been won
by the rank and file in the
fight for the right to work,
and many more can and
will be won in the future.

If every worker had the
right to a job, it would be
necessary for the workers
to be in control of the
resources of production
and the social services.
This would undermine the
whole basis of the system.

The photographs and articles on
these two pages are taken from a
superb new book, Down the
Road—Unemployment and the
Fight for the Right to Work,
which is to be published on May
Day. It’s written by Sarah Cox,
with photographs by Robert
Golden—and the authors are
giving their ‘royalties’ to the
National Right to Work
Campaign. \

The book will be published by
the Writers and Readers
Publishing Cooperative at £1.50—
or £1.25 if you take advantage of
the Right to Work Campaign’s
pre-publication offer advertised

below.
g &5‘\0
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Scotland

DUNDEE Socialist Workers Party
Branch Meating: 14 Apcil, 7.30pm,
Park Place School. For further infor-
mation contact Nm Barlow, 11d
Greenfeld Court, Whitfield Dundes,
or phone 25845,

EDINBURGH SWP/Women's
Voico discussion group meetings on
Women's Politics: Saturday mor-
nings, 11.30am, Boom 6, Trades
Council, 14 Picardy Place (top of Leith
Walkl. Open to ali SW and Women's
Voice readers,

8 Aprit: Keap It in the familyl The
family under capitatism

18 Apnl: Superwifel Domestic
labour

ABERDEEN Womens Voice Group
public meeting: Contraception, rape
and sbortion, Tuesday 12 April,
7 30pm. 163 King Street (first floor).

ALLOA Socialist Workers Party
discussion group: Saturdays,
11.30am. Star Inn, Drysdake Street
All SW readers and supporters
wealcome

9 Aprit:  Chile—why  Scotland
should not play there,

North East

DURHAM Socislist Workers Party
public meetings; Every other Thurs-
day, 8pm, Colpitts Hotel, Sutton
Siree1, Durham

7 Apcil: State and Revolution,
discussion on 30-minute cassette
recording by Harry McShane

21 April: Big Business and the
State - How workers have (o organise
agamnst tham. Spesker: Huw Beynon
{author, Wavking for Fords).

NEWCASTLE SOCIALIST
WORKERS PARTY meutings: Every
torinight on Thursdays, 8pm, Bridgs

Hotel, Migh Level Bridge. Next
megting 14 April. Al supporters
weloame

JARAROW SOCIALIST WORKERS
PARTY meatings: Every fortnight on
Wednesdays, Bpm, Borough Arms,
Jdarrow. Next mesting 20 Apeil Al
supnortérs welcome,

SUNDERLAND SOCIALIST
WORKERS PARTY maating: The
Case For Socislism. Speaker Paul
Fool. Wednesday 20 April, Bpm,
Wheatsheaf [junction of Roker
Avenue snd North Bridge Street).

Yorkshire

MINERS FOR SOCIALISM-—a
secies of Socialist Workers Party
polaical discussion meatings to be
heid in Barnskay. First meeltiag. Tony
C3iff on the threat of productivity gaals
and how to fght them {17 Apeil).
Others include Duncan Hallas on
understanding the crisis. Steve
Jaflerys on Broad Left Alliance or rank
uad file organisation? Full'details from
Bl Message, 143 Carleton Road
Patefract, West Yorkshire.

BARNSLEY Socialist Workers Party
public meeting: Why you should be a
socialist. Speskers Paul Foot and Pate
Exley {local NUM member} Thursday
T April, 8pen, Civic Cantenary Rooms,
Barnsley, All welcome,

North West

PRESTON Socialist Workers Party
meetings: Every Thursday, 8pm, The

Keystane,  Brook Street (off Fylde
Aoadl. All walcome.

14 Apnl: Who was Lenin?
CRUMPSALL Sociskist Workers

Party discussion meetings: Atter-
native Thursdays, Bpm, Room A11,
Abraham Mess Centre.

14 April: The Cancer in the warking
clags—racesm and fascism. Speakar
&n Wail,

SOUTHPORT Soclalist Workers
Party mestings: Every Wednesday,
8pm. Mount Plaasant pub,
Manchestar Road Open 10 all new
members and supporters, Socsalist
Warker sold avery Saturday between
11am and 1 pm dutside Chapel Street
Statlon 3

CHESTER Socialist Workers Party
discussion meetings: Every secend
Thursday, 7. 30pm, Railway Inn_Brook
Strast

7 2pnl: The meaning o Marxism

LIVERPOOL CENTRAL Socialist
Workers Party discussion meatings:
Whit 8 the SWP? What does it stand
for? Wednesday 20 April, Bpm, The
County Hotal, Commutation Row {of
Longon Road, opposite St George's
Hall).

Z Al SWP members to attend by
7.30pm to conclude branch business.
Extendad meeting on 13 Apnil.

BUILD THE SOCIALISTALTERNATIVE!

Socialist Worker public meetings

0 Send notices — to reach us first post Monday — to What's On, SW, Corbridge
Works, Corbridge Crescent, London E2.

§\\\M/
ISLIN

STOP POLICE BRUTALITY
DEFEND THE ISLINGTON 18

l'\’/laeetings organised by Flame and the Socialist Workers
rty

30pem,

Hotel, Spesker: Kirm Gordon

7.30pm,
Staniey Road,

Committes.

DEMONSTRATE

GLASGOW: Tuesday 12 Aprit,
7 Blairtummock  House,
Easterhousa. Speaker: Kim Gordon

NEWCASTLE upon TYNE:
Thursday 14 April 7.30pm, Bridge

LEA VALLEY: Tussday 18 April,
Eammunity  Cantre,
London N16.
Speskers: Stove Marthew and a
mamber of the islingten 18 Defence

Bridge, Newcastie.

Spm, watch far details.

10 Flame, 6
the Defence Campaign.

NEWCASTLE. Spaakers from the
Defance Committes. Thursday 14
April, Bpm, Bridge Hotel, High Lavel -

MANCHESTER: Sunday 17 April,

STICKERS awailable now: 25p a
shaet or 3p cach. Cheoques payable
Cottons Gardens,
London E2 BON. All proceeds to

DEMONSTRATION: Saturday 23 April, called by the
Islington 18 Defence Committee. Assemble 12 noon,
outside Highbury Magistrates Court, Highbury Corner,
London N1. All London SWP members to support.

®
Defend the Islington
18—a four-page FLAME

SPECIAL. Articles on the
history of police harass-
ment of blacks, the depor-
tation of black nurses and
how we must fight back,
Take ccopies round your
workplace, youth club and
community. 12p each (in-
dluding postage) from:
Flame, 6 Cottons Gardens,
London E2.

CARLISLE readers of Socialist
Worker: Dumfrias SWF want to
contsct you and form a Carlisie
Sccislist Workers Party branch or
discussion  group. Contact  Teery
Stawarl, phone Dumires 62406 |,

»
KIRKBY SWP discussion meetings:
Everyather Thursday, 8pm, Tower Hill
Cammunity Centre, Heathfinlg, Tower
Hill, finishing by  8.15m, Al
welcoma

7 April. No more Shrewsburys!
Dafend the Right 10 Work Marchers
Spesker: Tony Jones.

21 April Queen’s Jubxlee visat to
Liverpool on 21 June—How can we
help make her visit memorabée?
Speakear Billy Caldwell

_LAll SWP members to attend by
7.30pm for branch business, Exland
ed beanch maeting on 14 April,

BOOTLE Socislist Workers Party
discussion meeting: Religion. and
Soclalism, Thursday 14 April, 8pm, in
l‘h@ S1 Hilda, Walton Road, Liverpoal

0 All SWP members to attend by
7.30pm 10 conclude branch business,

and OPENSHAW
Socialist Workers Party public
meeting: Socisl Contract. or
Socialism? Speakers: Tony Cliff and
Anne Robertson (Crumpsall hospital
waorker). Thursdsy 7 April, Bpen, Royal
Qak, Oldam Road (near Wilson's
Brewery)

CRUMPSALL

STOCKPORT Socialist Workers
Party meatings 1or new members
and supporters: Thuradeys, 8pm, The
Spraad Eagle pub. Lower Hillgate,
Stackport

7 Aprit. Marxist Economics

21 April: The unions and the Rank
and File Movemant

SALFORD Socialist Worker public
meetings. Wednesdays 8pm, Kings
Arma Hatel, White Lane

6 Apcil. Smash tha Social Contract.
Speakar Tony Chi

20 April. Wormen and soclalism
Speaker. Theima Koennedy.

MANCHESTER Socialist Workers
Party lecture series on socialism;
Can the third world solve its own
problems? Speaker: Joanna Hollo.
Monday 18 April, The Castle Hotal,
Qldham Strest. Manchester, Admis-
san 20p

MEASEYSIDE Socialist Workers
Party day school What is capitalsim
snd why Is i1 In ¢risis? Provisional
date: Sunday 17 Apeil. All new
mambars 1o keep thes date free

ORMSKIRK Socialist Worker dis-
cussion meetings: Al advertised
meetings cancallad excapt Thursday
14 April:  Marxism® and History
Speaker  Jimmy McCallum. Pleass
sea your SW seltar for details of this
and furthar meetings

Midlands

WELLINGBOROUGH Socialist
Workers Party public meeting: Why
you should be & socialist. Speaker
Paul Feot. Wednesday 13 Apeil,
7 45pm, Labour Club, Church Street

WILLENHALL and WALSALL
Socialist Workers Party branches
meet at The Falcon, Gomer Sireel,
Willenhall, avary Tuesday at Bpm.

12 April: The neod for a rank and lile
movermeant.

Corbridge Crescent, Londan E2 90§

—
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' Contracer |

DON'T YOU OWE IT TO OUR DEAR QUEEN T
WECOME HER JUBILEE YEAR? %

Make your faslings known with Socsalist Warker s jublias poster. Redand
«black, 30 for £1 (£3 for 100), from SW Recordings, Corbridge Works,

It SWFP membars, please state branch.

BADGES: Fight the
Cuts and Stuff the
Jubilee! Ready now!
20p each, 10 for £1.50
post free, 50 for £7 post
free, 100 for £13 post
free. Money goes ta
save the Socialist
Worker Printshop,
Cash with orders
please to Sherrl
Yanowitz, 116 Fortune
Green Road, London
NWE,

East Anglia

NORTH NORFOLK: Woul any
Socialst Worker reader in the Xings
Lynn, Cromer, Holt, Fakenham ares,
who are interasted In farming SW
discussion groups of branches of the
SWP, plrase contact Norwich SWP,
14 Edinburgh Road, Norwsch.

South East

ROMFORD Soopislist Workers Party
public meeting: Why you should be a
socinlist. Speakar Tony Chff, Thurs-
day 28 April, 7 45pm, Harold Wood
Community Centre.

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD Socialist
Workers Party discussion meetings:
Wednasdays, Spm, Rose and Crawn
1smatl room), Old High Street,

13 April: ‘Famines do not just
sccuf—they are organised by the
grain trade.” Discussion on. world
hunger intreduced by Pater Marsden

The politic
‘gﬁ". °f LQﬂiﬂ
Paul Ginsborg

Lenin. In Russia he's
$ been made into an
icon, in the West a
totalitarian baby-eater,
Paul Ginsborg's
pamphlet rescues
Lenin from these
myths and portrays him
as he really was—a
brilliant,
compassionate man
who played an
indispensable role in
building a socialist
party in the Russian
working class which
enabled those workers,
however briefly, to
seize state power.
27p lincluding
postage) from
Socialist Worker
Distributors, 6
Cottons Gardens,
London E2 BDN.

20 April: The need for a rank and file
movement within the trade unions.
Introduced By David Trend

MEDWAY Socialiat Workers Party
first public mesting Smash the
Social Contract—Build the Socialist
Alternative. Spesker: Tony Cliff. Tues-
day 19 Apris, 7.45pm, Hare and
Hounds pud, The Banks, 340 High
Streel, Rochester. Admession 10p.
Tickets from SW sellers or ring
Machvay 575080

London

SOUTH EAST LONDON Socielist
Workers Party public meeting: Why
vou should be & socialist. Speakers
Paul Foot |Socinlist Worker}, Paul
Lutnar {Greenwich Renforcaments)
Thursday 21 April, 8pm, Lewisham
Concert Hall, Catford Road, Catford,
SE6.

SOUTH EASTY LONDON Socialist
Workers Party discussion meeting:
Gramsci's - Marxism  versus Euro
Communism, Speaker: Chris Harman,
Wednesday 27 April, 8pm, Charlton
House, Hornfair Road, Charlton, SE7

NOARTH WEST LONDON Socialist
Workers Party ;mblic meeting: Pars
Commune B71 and Paris, May
1968 —Workers democracy in action
Speaker  Chris  Marman  |editor,
Socialist Worker) Sundey 17 April,
530pm, Canb Club, Cricklewood
Lane, Cricklewood

South West

FALMOUTH Socialist Workers Party
public mesting: Labour Party andt the
Socialist Alternativa. Speaksr Paul
Fool. Friday 16 April, watch for local
|eaflets for time and place.

ROCK AGAINST RACISM
BADGES: In red and yeollow, 22

including pastage. or laofor £1.5

post free. RAR, 6 Cottons Gardens,
Lomdon E2.

Action

in the
unions

CIVIL SERVICE: National meeting
for all SWP membars in the ciwl
service.  Saturday 16 April,
Manchestar. Agenda. Buikding civil
sarvice SWP branches, Watch for
further geataily

FLEET STREET/PRINTWORKERS
Socialist Worker public meeting:
Due to eircumstances entirsly beyond
the control of aither the speakers or
the organisation, this meeting has
had to be cancelled. Weich this space
for 8 new announcement soon.

SOUTH WEST LONDON CIVIL
SERVANTS Soclalist Worker open
meeting. Wadnesday 13 April, 12
noon to 2pm, Room 119, Lambeth
Town Mall, London SW2. Sacial
Contract Stage |II? Speaker; Tony Clitt
Al walcoms,

Notices

Pay
stickers: Printed in red. Three sheets
{of 12 sach} for $0p including postage,
fram: Women's Volce, 6 Cottons

WOMEN'S VOICE Equal

Gardens, London E2 3DN. Monay
with orders anly

LUTTE OUVRIERE FETE 1977,
Saturday 28 May to Monday 30 May,
north of Paris. Food, Hooze, music,
films, debatas, etc. SWP bookstall.
SWP members who speak French gnd
are prapared to help with aur political
intervention in debates especially
welcome We alsp need ta knaw i
there are any cars going with spare
seats, or whethar 10 arrange 8 coach
Anyone going or Intgrestad in going,
g:ase contact LO Fate, ¢/0 9 Grove
tlings, Adelina Growe, Londan E1

Socialist  Workers Party sa_:
SMASH THE SOCIAL CONTRACT:
BUILD THE SOCIALIST ALTER.
NATIVE. Poster with cartoon A4 size,
black and white. £240 for 100
lincluding postage). Make cheques
payable to ‘Stockport. TU Book Club’
and send orders 10 John Penney, ¢/o
TU Baoks, 280 Deanspatae,
Manchestar 3

IN MEMORIAM: Stewve Cox, fighter
and friend, from his comrades in
North Herts SWP. Collection sent to
fighting fund

SWP member urgently requires
own raom in Wandsworth/
Lambeth/ Southwark area of South
London. Phone James 98-23467

PRINTING! We can do all your
printing Ieaflets, pasters, stickers,
pamphiéis, etc. SW Printers |TU),
phone 061-832 B102 or write 260
Deansgate, Manchester M2 488

Socialist Workers Party INTER-
NATIONAL DISCUSSION
BULLETIN out now. Special double
issue son ‘left’ governments. Articles
and documents on France, ltaly,
Jamaica. 25p per copy (plus 10p
postagel from SWP International
Department, 6 Cottons Gardens

London E2 BDN. Mske cheques
payable to SW International Fund,

THE SECOND EDITION of WHY
you should bo a soclalist, the Case
for the Soclalist Workars Party,
should be available in bulk &t the
Skegnass SW Weekend, Branches,
disincts, atc should prepare orders
and organise someane to collect at
Skegness {10 per cont discount if paid
for then). If your branch isn’t to be
répresented ot Skagnuss, copies from
Pote Fysh, B Cottons Gardens, London
E2 {phone 01.738 2638)

IRANIAN EDITION of Chtis Har-
man's pamphlet. Russia: How the
Revolution was lost, First of saveral
pamphlets in Iranian plenned by the
SWP Middle East Group.

26p plus 10p postage (mera than 10
coples post free) from SWP Inter-
national Dept, 6 Cottons Gaerdens,
London E2,

fems single col up ta 5 words €4
b oms double col up 10 60 words 8
For any engulries ring 91-739 2630
Firul copy date Friday 22 April

I (please tick)
O Semi-display

This May Day is going to be special.
Socialist Worker is bringing out a
special issue. Make sure your trade
union branch, shop stewards com-
mittee, trades council or other trade
unmion organisation gets its May
Day Greetings in. For only £1 you

unionists and their families.

RATES ] conld
Special Classified

o words £1

Seml-display

Yevns single col up te 20 words £1.50
Display

Jems single col up 1o 18 words 12

I Fill in this coupon and attac y
greeting (typed if possible) and send it to:
Socialist Woiker May Day, 6 Cottons

Gardens, London E2,

1 would like the following size of greeting

reach over 100,000 trade

~Send in
- your
‘greetings

it to your

O Special Classified
O 3cms single display

O 6cms single display

[0 6ems double display
Name and Address of Organisation

1 enclose cheque/ PO for

R - - -

Notices and meetings

Notices for this column
must be posted to arrive by
first post the Monday before
publication. We cannot take
them over the phene. Send
CASH WITH COPY (10p a
word) to Classified, Socialist
Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London
£2 9DS. No invoices can be
sent.

JAMAICAN WORKERS
SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN Bulletin
No 1 out now. Frice 5p plus postage
frsm 36 St Alphonsus , London,

WORKERS STRUGGLES,
workers’ paper from Greece,
second weue nowr oul. Reports from
AEC, Larka, etc. 12p inchuding
postage from; 266 Seven Sisters
Aoad, Landon, N4,

THAI STUDENTS AND
WORKERS FACE DEATH
SENTENCES , .  fabricated charges

tnal y military cours . . . na legal
representation . . . no rght of appanl,
Support the international campaign
for their releass. Write 8 letter of
protest ta the Prime Minister of
Thatland, Thanin Kraivichien, c/o Ad
Mot Committee for Democracy in
Thailend, 103 Gower Street
hasemant}, London, WC1. Get it
signad by your local or national trade

wnion/organisation. Sign the
petiton  (obtained  from  above
address) No British aid for the Thai
dictatorship. Support tha people's
army.

REPRESSION IN SOQUTHERN
AFRICA. One-day conference
arganised by the Anti-Apartheid
Movement and SATIS Saturday 16

April.  10.30am-5 30pm. Lecture
Theatre, Polytechnee  of  Central
London, New Cavendish Street,

London, W1, Tickets £1 each from
mM. 89 Charlone Street, London,

AWOMAN'S RIGHT TO CHOOSE:
Demonstrate, Saturday 30 Aprit,
assemble 2pm, Catford Broadway

tbehind Carford Town Hell), London
SEG. March 10 Lewisham, Street
meeting with theatre group and
BiNger,

THE RED FLAG: ™e words of
socialism's song on an (lusirated
poster |24 x 18] Send £1 10
Glassoprint (SW), 62 Spire Hollin,
Glossop. Derbyshire

HOSPITAL WORKER, rank and e
paper for sl health workers. lssup 7
out end of April, Please order now—
write ar phone Hugh Gurling, 19 Red
Post Hifl, Landon SE24 phona 01-
733 8443). Al stories otc for this
15ue 10 reach editor by 11 April
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Some of my

ANDY MILNER REPORTS FROM
A LAND WHERE THE 'WOGS'
ARE WHITE IMMIGRANTS

HEARD the joke
about the immigrant
who kept his wife's
jewels berieath the soap
mn the shower?

No? That's not really
surprising, because the
joke is Australian, and the
immigrant in question is
neither  Pakistani  nor
West Indian.

In fact, he's British and the
joke only becomes funny
once you accept the
widespread Australian belief
that the British, the ‘poms’,
never wash.

Whining

The pommie-immigrant-
who-never-washes joke crops
up over and over again, in all
sorts of different disguises,
wherever you go in Australia

It's one of two basic anti-
British Australian jokes, the
other being the ungrateful-
whining-pommic-immigrant
joke. One well-known exam-
ple of this runs:

Question: How can you
ell which planes at Mascor
(Sydney Airport) are full of
pommie immigrants?

Answer: They're the ones
which go on whining after
thev've switched off the
engines.

It would probably come as
something of a surprisc to the
racially pure super-heroes of
the National Front to hear
this, but there is actually
somewhere _in the world
where the British are the
Jargest  single immigrant
group and where it's thought
very funny to tell jokes ahout
how dirty, smelly and lazy
they all are.

Whites only

It came as something of a
surpris¢ to me (oo when,
shortly after arriving in
Australia. 1 spotted this
brilliant picce of wit on the
toilet wall at work:

Keep Australia

beautiful—kill a pommie a
day.
Well, 1 suppose it all
depends on your sense of
humour, but somehow |
couldn't quite see what was
funny about that.

Whenever racists in Britain
try to justify their own

AR R e T R R IS R
#_—_-

The Memorial Day Massacre, 1937: ten strikers were murdered, seven of them shot in the back

racism. they usually point to
the black immigrants
themselves as the cause of the
racism which is directed
against them,

*We're against the blacks.'
runs the argument, ‘because,
unlike the British, they're
lazy, they smell, and thev
don’t wash. If only Britain
had a “Whites Only" im-
migration policy, then there'd
be no racial tension’,

Well, Australia Aas had the
infamous “White Australia’
policy for decades. and all
that has happened is that the
same sort of prejudices which
are directed against black
immigrants in Britain, are
here directed at white im-
migrants, be they British,
Greek or ltahan (in fact, the
word ‘wog’ is actually used in
Australia to describe Italian
migrants).

Scapegoats

And the reasons for this
shonld be obvious. Racism
has nothing at all to do with
what the immigrants, who are
its target, are actually like.

Rather, racism has its
origing in the need to find
scapegoats who can be blam-
ed ftor all those problems
poor housing, uncmploy-
ment, inflation, the lot—
which are actually caused by
the capitalist system itself,
and which will only finally be
solved when that system is
overthrown.

It also has the additional
advantage for the ruling class
that it makes it possible to
divide workers, to turn us
against cach other. and so to
weaken our organisations.

This iy particularly true
here in  Australia  where
British migranis are generally
strongly involved in trade
union militancy.

And so the whining-pom
joke gets turned info the

trouble-making-pommie-
shop-steward joke.

Whenever 4 strike develops
which involves British
militants, the right-wing press
(and in Australia all the
papers are right-wing—not a
single one supparts the
Labour Party) comes up with
a carcfully orchestrated cam-
paign of pom-bashing.

Then you get to hear all
about how the whining pom-
mies, not content with ruin-
ing their own country, come
over here on a free passage,
and show their gratitude by
setting out to ruin this coun-
try too.

Genocide

*Divide and rule’—it's the
oldest trick in the book, and
the Austrahian ruling class
plays it as well as the British,

fhe British migrants in
Australia arc actually
relatively ‘lucky’. By com-
parison with the Italians and
the Greeks, the real ‘wogs’ in
this country, the poms get off
lightly

And, of course. Australian
racism at its most vicious Is
reserved for the Aborigines,
the people ‘we' came to
‘civilise' (in Tasmania, the
‘civilising' process was so
successful that the eéntire
Aboriginal population was
wiped out.)

But, nonetheless, being on
the receiving end cven of
relatively mild  prejudice
teaches you a lot of lessons.

Moast British socialists have
had to argue against racism at
some time or another, but few
white *militants in Britain
haveactually felt what it's like
to be the target for all those
terribly funny jokes about
how immigrants never wash,

Only when that happens
does the Tull stupidity of it all
dawn on you.

So next time you find
yoursell arguing with a racial

Inthe
Land of

the Free,
a bullet
inthe
back...

FORTY vyears ago, a
wave of sit-downs
swept the United
States.

Even official figures
estimated that 400,-
000 workers were in-
volved.’

Terrified, the bosses and
the police responded with
a reign of terror against
any form of industrial ac-
tion,

George Patterson, ‘picket
captain’ during a strike at
the Republic Steel plant in
Chicago. recalled later the
infamous - Memorial Day
massacre of 30 May, 1937:

| was an organizer in
charge of the picketline, so
| walked along and saw my
familiar old friends
Mooney, the commander of
the police, and Kilroy,

And | looked up and said:
‘Well, here we are. We'd
like to go through. Would
you escort us? We'd like to
picket.’

Well, he was standing
there—Kilroy was the
man.—and he was reading
a very-official document
asking us inthe name of the
people of lllinocis to dis-
perse; and as soon as he
said that he put the paper
down and all hell broke
loose.

They began to shoot us,
club us, and gas us, . . 10
people died while 68 were
wounded...

| could smell the gun-
powder; I'll. naver forget it
And then | began to see
people fall.

Then it dawned on me
They were shooting real
bullets. This was for keeps

They didn't stop shooting
and killing till an hourand a

» B . o half later.

Bird's eye view of a big demonsiration by U.S. workers in | 037

s;zrcrman, you might con-
sider telling him the one
about ,the immigrant who
keeps his wife's  jewels
beneath the soap in the
shower.

CAST are offering their excellent play
SAM THE MAN MP for expenses only
to help raise money for the Socialist
Worker fund.

For those who don’t know: SAM
THE MAN isa 75 minute play based on
the life of a left wing Labour MP,
Samuel Keir Hardie Muggins, and his
time in Parliament from 1945 to date.

It's laughs all the way except that
we're laughing at our own predica-
ment, that’s why it's labelled a comic
tragedy.

[1 To book SAM YHE MAN contact CAST, 11c
Cabbell Streat, London, NW1, 01-402 6087, The play

noeds a 20ft space and can fitinto Town Hall, maating
halls, Church halis, and large pub rooms

e
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Murrays:
Now a
retrial

WE are writing to let you
know the latest developments
in the Murray case in Ireland,
and to ask for your support,

T'he Murrays were sentenc-
ed 1o hang, the first executions
m Ireland for 26 years. Now
Noecl Murray is serving a M-
vear sentence. His wife Marie
1s being retried, and could still
be exccuted.

The retrial will again be in
front of the Special Criminal
Court, There is no jury and
very few rights or safeguards
for the defence, even over
crosy-examination,

The only evidence against
Maric Murray is a statement
she is supposed to have made
when held in isolation even
from legal advisors by the
police, She was also named in
a statement made by another
prisoner,

This statement was ruled
inadmissible as evidence by
the court. The prisoner was
illegally bheld when it was
made, and was tortured to get

Marie says that her own
statement was taken from her
under duress. She was told
that the police would murder
her husband, who was still on
the run at the time,

We desperately need money
to help with legal fees and legal
advice for Marie's trial. We
alsp neéed at Jeast £3.000 to
bring a civil action against the
police for assaulting Noel
Murray while he was being
nterrogated. This could help
overturn his 30-vear sentence.

Please cross all cheques and
postal orders and if possible
register all post,

0 Murray Defence Com-

mittee, 123 Springhill
Avenue, Bellasl, or 155
Church Road, Countly

Kildare, Ireland.

The ‘Human
Nature’ myth

THANK YOU ftor another
good article this week, “The
Myth of Human Nature.’

I'he most superb demolition
of the *Human nature” myth is
Lucien Malson's book Welt
Children, published by New
left Books, It deals with all
the authenticated cases of
children who have grown up
devoid of contact with
humans, often brought up by
wolves or bears.

These children exhibit the
most amazing behaviour.
Those brought up by bears
behave hike bears, and 50 on.

C PETER BURTON,
Moss Side, Manchesier.

= Available, price £2.20
including postage, from
Bookmarks, 263 Seven Sisters
Road, London N4.

Student

Circular no 115

COPIES TO MI5,
SPECIAL BRANCH
AND THE SHAH?

FYE: BEEN
students for

date they started, etc.

Some nasty extra little guestions are now

teaching
vears and,
colleagues. have got used to routine
circulars from the Home Office asking
for attendance figures of students, the

overseas
with my

being slipped in. like beingasked (o comment on

the progress and

ability of the students.
Alsostudents are now receiving Home Office
gquestionnaires. with guestions like:
le':HL’ military service in your own country” If
not. do vouintend to do it when vou return? (I'm
sure the Shah would like to know tao).
O How do vou pecupy vour time when yvou

Have vou

figures

The full-timers road
to bureaucracy

MANY Broad Left supporters
at the Liason Commitiee
Conference suggested that the
Right to Work Campaign
bashed the union officials too
much, I'd like to give the views
af J T Murphy, a founder
member of the Communist
Party, writing in his pamphiet.
The Workers Committess, in
1917,

*Compare the outiook of the
man in the workshop and the
man as a full-time official. As
a man in the workshop, he
feely every change: the
workshop atmosphere is his

New Womens Voice

Out Now

Cypriot women in

North London; how
to organise the union;

your maternity
allowance rights
interview .with
Evelyn Reed; News,

letters, information,

nd lots more.

Price 10p.
For single copies

send 17p to Womens
Yoice, 6 Cottons
(Gardens, London, E2.

Orders for SWP branches have been
' sent out with this edition of SOcl_ahst
Worker. Please collect from stations.

atmosphere:  the  conditions
under which he labours are
primary: his trade union con-
stitution . secondary, and
sometimes more remote

‘But let the same man get
into office. He is remoyed out
of the workshop, hc ‘méets a
fresh class of poeple. and
breathes a different  at-
mosphere. Those things which
Were Once Primary are now
secondary .

YHe) looks from a new
point ol view on those things
which he hay ceased (o feel
acutely,

*Not that he has ceased to
feel interested, not that he has
become dishonest, not that he
has not the interests of labour
at heart. but because human
nature is what it 18, he feels the
influence of new lactors, and
the result s a change of
outlaok.' (my emphasis).

I'he Right to Work Cam-
paign couldnt have put it
heiter

O MATT SALISBURY
(AUEW), Lelchworth

aver
passports are

You're not even a number

THE HIGH price paid in
men's live on the oil rigs and
platforms in the North Sea
increases.,

On the Brent “B' ofl plat-
form on 7 January a German
worker for the Deulag drilling
company was struck hy a
wooden baton in the back of
the head. The baton was either
loose on an above deck or had
worked loose and the high
winds had driven it
downwards at a high speed.

Lette rs

are not studying? I you're warking where are
you emploved? (A real Catch 22 question sinee
overseas students aren’t allowed to work!)
On top of all this we get phone calls Trom the
local police asking for individuals® attendance’
the phone,
held ut

Some students’
the Home Office for six
months with no reason given.
This is thg tvpe of harass-
nent overseas students sutler,
We refuse 1o answel' such
questions, but there must be
hundreds uI teachers who are
mnacently, and in some cases
maliciously, helping the Home
Olfice.
It's ahout time the teachers’
union gave clear instructions
not 1o co-operate in this way
0 Name and address
withheld by request, Leeds.

ROBERT RELF, known to
his friends as Fuehrer, the
nazi who put up that racist
sign last year, is working
on the buses in Luton.

If only the buses
Transport Workers Union
branch would wake up.

However much he claims
to have reformed, nobody
who's been in racist
acitivities for the past ten
years changes overnight.

The truth is that he got
chased out of Leamington
by industrial action and
‘other means’. We must
unite in the workplace to
deal with these scum,

— DAVE RUMBOLD,
Luton

£40.000 down the Drain

Al A recent meehing organis-
ed by the local government
warkers’  union  NALGO
about the cntsin Stock port., 60
people witnessed the sell-out
by the trade union lcader
Geoitrey Drain

1 think NALGO members
wauld be anterested to hewr
what their generil seeretary
thinks ot his. members’ ia-
terests: Replying to a questian
about his recent decision 14
sahotage NAJ.GUO participa-
pon in the stoke gaiina the
\lllx 0 Scotland, he sad;

‘Yex. Lsold out and 'l sel

out again and again beciuse |
don't think my members arc
prepared 1O chillenge the rule
of law”

No doubt Drain (£14 000 a
vear) isoonol. prepared 1o
challenge the rule ol haw that
sent  fwo Stockport  pen-
staners 1o jait for bemng poor
cither

As  obe  person in the
meeting  put s CWith
Jesdership liKe thiy, who needy
enemies

o M OTCALLAGHAN,
Stockporl.

Within the hour the Ger-
man worker was dead—the
ferrible waste of a man’s life
who had five children and a
wife back in Germany,

It's an indictment of the
complete lack  of union
organisation on that platform
and others. There was no
atternpt by any section of the
workers even to have a collec-
tion for the man’s dependants,

Nao doubt if a collection was
organised the person or per-

Overseas
students on
the march
against racist
fee increases
that will drive
thousands oul
of Brirain,

sons who started it would have
been looked on by the Shell
0il Company as the first step
to  eventual ftrade wunion
organisation on the rigsgand
one way or the other they
would be blacklisted.

So the ivon grip of the
employers  on  these rigs
remains supreme. They can
sack anybody for the slightest
or no reason—do exactly as

Yes, rank and file
policemen too

ROSS MACKENZIE (letters,
2 April) makes a sweeping
statement about the frustra-
tion of young waorking-class
palice officers being directed
towards a call for tougher laws
and not against their
SUPErion,

In my experience this s
certainly not true in every
case. | was on a strike a couple
of vears ago when the local
police turned up in force to
our picket.

There were sculfles with the
police in which a chiel
superintendent  was  injured,
We had pictures to show the
only people near him at the
time were his own men,

When they came hack the
next  day they could not
conceal their joy st the fact
that he would be off wark for
sometime,

These local men were very
friendly and interested in what
our dispute was about. They
gave us coffee when we were
on all-night picket duty and
their  superiors  weren'
around.

But obviously they were
getting too riendly. Eventual
by the thugs of the Special
Patrol Group were brought in
and  three people werg
arrested

some
doing pood in society,
often refuse promonan,

Mast have less honourable
reasons, but certainly it i
dangerous to draw the conclu-
sion that the army has poten-
tial goodies, while alf
policemen are lost for good.

[0 SW Reader, East Lon-
don.

GOOD LUCK to the Socialist
Workers Party and Paul Foot
in the Stechford by-election.
There can't be many people
left who still believe that the
Labour Party is still the party
of the working class—but if
there are, they ought to
consult a psychiatrist
because they are obviously
suffering chronic delusions.

Members of Labour’s
hierarchy have become
wealthy from writing and
sprouting about socialist
ideology, and the votes of
waorking-class men  and
women have been their
passports to power and even
more wealth.

And what have they had
in return? Just one long
chapter of treachery and

misguided idea about
Many

we tell you or get off,

But the worst part-is that
some of the caliousness of the
employers must rub off on a
percentage of the workers, as
the above story shows. You
are not even a numbﬂ out
there, just a body, and if you
die—100 bad-—send the body
back and pet a live one out.

[0 A Socialist Worker
reader (name and address
withheld due lo possible
victimisation)

WHITE

RIOT

Biack people gotta lotia
problems

But they don't mind throwing
a brick

White people go to schoo!
Where they teach us how to be
thick

White Riot! Wanna Riot!
White Riot! A Riot of my
own!

WHITE RIOT. Clash’s anti-
racist anthem, came out as a
single last week. One minute
58 seconds of thermo-dynamic
rock—the group's comment
on being white during the
police attack on last vear's
Notting Hill Carnival.

The flip, 1977, is just as
good . . .
1977

Hope I go to heaven
Been too long on the dole
Can't get no work at all . | .
1977
Knives in W [
Ain't so lucky to be rich
Sten guns in Knighisbridee.
Al a time when punk i
being drowned by
businessmen, - trendies, and
band-wagon-jumping
musicians, Clash still have the
raw honesty and got disgust at
society that made last year’s
punk reck explosion so ex-
citfhg
Buy this single —and get the
album when it comes out in

Many voung peaple gointo betrayal.

the force hecause they have

A B. Bolton.

April
0 ROCK AGAINST
RACISM, London E2.

REWARDS OF ANTI- RACISM

A COMMITTEE member of a local anti-rucist
organisation has been-arrested for spesking in
public

Chris Nickolie wis urrested while addressing
asmall gathering in Stevenage town centre, He
was held for M minotes ut the local police
station and then released uncharged.

Three. weeks later e was charged with
ubstruction,

This is in direct contrast to the police
treatment of the National Party, who held i stall
and gave out leaflets for manths on end. Despite
many complaings, no action was taken sgains(
them.

Local reuders should create a stink and raise
support tor Chris.

[ Matt Salisbury (AUEW), Letchwarth

: : oy , ;
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IN THEIR coverage
of Russian dissidents
and  oppositionists,
there is one category
of people the conven-
tional press con-
sistently ignore.

Yet the category that
doesn't rate a mention is
the most important of all,

For only® working-class
opposition has the power and
the capacity to smash the
Russian tvranny and in its
place install socialism and
freedom,

Last week Socialist Worker
received vital informustion concer-
ning four of the oppositionists the
KGB fear most. All four men are
dockers from the Latvian port
and capital city, Riga. They were
jailed last August for their part in
leading an unofficial strike

Slander

Serge Ivanovich Froloy, Janis
Kristapoviteh Varna and Mikhail
Stépanavitch Lartheenkov were
jaifed for three years, and Andres
Petrovitch  Goldberg for I8
months.

Like the Shrewsbur)
pickets in this country, they
faced charges which
guaranteed the prosscution
success. Al four were charg-
ed with ‘slanderous
fabrications defaming the
Soviet state and  social
sysiem.'

Predictably the charge bore no
relation ta the real offence
leading a strike, As for the

Russia,
workers
rotin
jail for
leading
a strike

P gesare

v

The Arsenalnaya special hospital in Leningrad: Borissoy was he

slanderous fabrications, the court
is not permitted to inguire inta the
truth of any defendant’s remarks
Just making remarks is enough.

The strike took place last May,
before the events in Poland when
waorkers took to the streets over
price rises and forced the govern-
ment to backtrack.

Information sent out by the
Moscow oppositionists, who are
now urging solidarity with the
Riga dockers, indicates that food
was once again the cause of the
discontent.

In the Spring, all meat dishes
were apparently withdrawn from
public canteens’and restaurants
Instead of meat, @ whole number
of ‘fish days’ were declared. In
some weeks, there were as many
as six fish days.

This triggered industrial action
in Riga. Dockers and  other
workers struck.,

Their action may well have
been prompted by first-hand

R
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e

Id here

knowledge gained while loading
or unloading meat that the party
officials, factory bosses and other
members of what workers call
‘The Red Bourgeoisie' were get-
ting meat aplenty while ordinary
people were going without.

The Riga Four are now
being held in a prison camp
in Larvia, And while they are
locked away, their families
will be left to fend for
themselves.

Sergei Fralov has two children,
aged three and five. Janis Varna
also has two, aged two and four.
Mikhail Lartchenkoy has one 13-
year-old. And Andres Goldberg
has three children aged 8, 12 and
15

KGB

Even when they are finally
reunited with their familics, their
problems will not beatanend. All

.. SR

.. ", W

LAURIE FLYNN ON

VLADIMIR BORISSOV
AND THE DISSIDENTS
THE BRITISH PRESS

PREFERS TO IGNORE

FoTEn ST O R SRR A AR

will be marked men, finding it
very difficult to get work,

In recent weeks, the KGB have
also been paying renewed atten-
tion to another 1mportant work-
ing class dissident, He is
Leningrad  electrician  called
Viadimir Borissov, Aged 35,
Borissov is one of the most
indomitable oppositionists  in
Russia.

His close fricnd and comrade
Victor Fainberg, who now livesin
London, told Soctalist Worker
Jast week that Borissov
passionately believes that only
working class opposition can
bring fundamental change to the
system ’

Rarissov's beliefs and his in-
sistence on translating them into
practical action have so far cost
him a total of nine years' deten-
tion in psychiatric prisons and
KGB preferred hospitals.

Indeed Borissov was only freed
from his latest detention in a

MARXISM 77

JULY 1 -8

London

Organised by National Organisation of International Socialist

Saocieties. NOT ONLY FOR STUDENTS

Seven days of revolutionary ideas and
discussion at the Polytechnic of North

Six main courses on: Revolutions of the 20th century,
Literature and Revolution, The Marxist Method, Women's
Liberation and the struggle for socialism, Capitalism and
crisis, Labour History.
Plus guest speakers, debates, films, music, free creche,
accomodation. Registration fee: £5. Send to Marxism 77, 6
Cottons Gardens, London, E2.

psychiatric hospital on 5 March
this vear. after a three month
stretch.

On Sunday 20 March, however,
he was again lifted by the KGB
and taken to the militia station
next door to the Leningrad
number 3 hospital where he has
been incarcerated before.

But, says Victor Fainberg who
has himsell been interned there
with Borissov: “They were afraid
to keep him for fear of the
international protest. So after 24
hours he was set free again,'

Organise

Sin¢e he was a young man,
Barissov has, according to Victor
Feinberg, always dreamed  of
helping to organise a working
class opposition. When he was 18

and working as & docker in one of

the USSR’s Far Eastern ports, he
helped to organise a strike.

After that, he went into the
navy for a while. Then, as a
worker in Leningrad, he was
actively invalved in organising
with some other youngsters an
opposision circle. For this crime
he was soon incarcerated.

Inside he met and was
influenced by the heroic old
dissident General
Grigorenko, jailed for defen-
ding the rights of the op-
pressed Tehechen and Tatar
peoples,

Borissay came out a socialist
and neo marxist, though not a
[ eninist

He hecame an electrical worker
in the Kalinin Expernimental
l'oolmaking Shop in Leningrad:
And it was_on this large factory
that Barissoy oriented much of his
palitical activities, arguing with

Borissoy and family with (right) his close friend Victor Fatnberg: Borissov, locked up for a totat of nine vears. is now free—uniike many other soctalisty in Russia

O DIRECT your protests
about the jailing of the
Riga Four to the Russian
Ambassador in London,
13 Kensington Palace
Gardens, London W8,

It is also worth sending
a letter or lelegram of
protest from your shop
stewards committee or
union branch to the boss
of the puppet Russian
unions, A Shibayev.

His address is:

SSSR g MOCKBA
Leninski Prospekt 42
All Unlon Central Council
for Trade Unions
Chairman, Mr A Shibayev.

his workmates, circulating Samiz-
dat publications and doubtless
organising in some form or
another when this was possible

Borissov became a target of the
KGB once again last autumn
during their [rantic search for the
secret wallpainters of Leningrad

These people conducted ther
oppositional activity by painting
slogans demanding [reedom for
political prisoners on prominent
public places in the city

Their triumph came last
summer when they painted: 'You
stifle freedom, but the soul of the
people knows no bondage’, n
letters three foot high on the wall
of the Peter and Paul Fortress in
Leningrad, now a museum, but
formerly the top Czarist torture
centre and political prison.

Protest

On 19 ¥ " =h the KGB got two
men, Oleg Vaolkov and Yub
Rybakov, & d for seven years
and six vears espectively for the
wall painting profest. They had
initially suspected Forissov

They raided his t * and found
Samizdat publishin ~ materals
Fhey do not feel stro g enough at
the moment 1o keep him locked
away, But continucd protest wil
keep him free and lead to the
release of the Riga Four.

In France, the various | sde
union confederations §
protested strongly over the trzal-
ment of Borissov, thus prob biy
securing his release.

Groups of rank and file
trade unionists in Britain
could possibly do the same for
the Riga Four,
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HUDDERSFIELD:
White-collar
engineers
Hopkinsons have
won their five-
month fight for the
reinstatement  of
six colleagues
sacked during a
dispute over
wages.

This  struggle was
vital to preserve effec-
tive TASS organisation
at Hopkinsons. It has
proved nationally that
the organised
membership of TASS
can and will defend its
elected representatives
against victimsation,

Tribute was paid to the
many workers who helped
achicve the victory, .

O To the hundreds of
trade unionists who sent
financial help. many on &

School
walk-out
over cuts

BRISTOL: 400 pupils walked
out of Hartchffe Schoul in
support of their teachers, who
have been on dinner duties
strike all this week in protest at
the cuts,

The pupils are threaten-
ng further action if their
petition is ignored by Avon
Education Committee.

Within one hour of a peti-
tion  being circulated  the
pupits had gathered 1300
signatures. and this did not
include approximately 200
pupils who had remained on
trike.

A delegation of Right to
Work Campaign members
and NOISS members from
Bristol University went to visit
the pupils and offer support.
They were invitéd to speak to

at

the conference of  pupil
delepates. _
Ron Baker, head of the

Sixth Form Council, led a
farge delegation of pupils to
the county  headquarters
where they handed in their
petition, Arrangements have
been made 1o strengthen links
between the school pupils and
local students, with a view to
joint action against the cuts,

TASS strike
for steward

WALTHAMSTOW: At
Hammaond and Champness all
40 members of the white-
collar  ¢ngineers' union
(TASS-AUEW) have come
out on strike 1o support their
shop steward, Richard
Thompson.

Mansgement say there is no
longer enaugh work for him as
work study manager. But they
are willing to give him i job as
work study engineer—if he'll
accept a £700-a-year cut in
“.1EC\.

Thompson s president of
TASS North East London
branch and chairman of the
office committee. The TASS
members are picketing the
gates to stop deliveries.

Hundreds
helped us
win

regular basis.

0O Tao the many workers
in {actories throughout the
country, especially in the
AUEW, who blacked
products going to or from
Hopkinsons.

To drivers who refus-
ed to deliver supplies
acrossthe picket line, often
contrary to their own
union adyice.

Cru_cial

One driver, General and
Municipal Workers Union
member Mick Capple,
from Air Products, played
a crucial part.

Mick had already refus-

detiver CO! " across  the GLASGOW: A total
3:.:‘;:: (l‘i?l.esn“:lss l‘l':: v]ctory 'Of "ade Andersons

Windscale nuclear power
station. At HopKinsons he
refused to take vital ox-
ygen through the gates.

Shopfloor workers at
Hopkinsons.  especially
AUEW Engineering Sec-
tion workers, faced layoffs
for refusing to handie
blacked work. By their
stand they have begun to
break down the traditional

barriers  between  “white
collar’ and ‘blue collar’
workers,

The Jessons, the con-
fidence and the rank and
file organisation which the
TASS struggle has given to
those involved now need to
be spread right across the
factory. to involve
members of all the other
unions represented on the
Hopkinson shop floor, T'is
is the most important task
ahead.

wins!
THAT'S THE
VIESSAGE

FROM
THESE

VICTORIES

The picket line at ICL Dukinfield in Lancashire, where 37 Electricians Union members are
locked out after refusing to work with a flexibility agreement signed by the Engineering Union
leadership in the factory.

[l Donations and support to L Birchenhall, 9 Herle Drive, Wythenshawe,

Occupations go on

OCCUPATIONS in several
colleges against increased fees
and education cuts are con-
tinuing over the Easter break.

The Jubillee Street site of
City and East London
College has been accupied
for two weeks now, with never

more than five students
against, After the nitial
shock. teachers held an

cmergency meeting and voted
to support the occupation in
principle, There has also been
support from local pople.
I'he month-old occupation
at Birmingham Polytechnic
was voted in at a general
meeting with just one vote
against, Many of the sites of
this multi-sited poly have had
token occupations in  an
attempt to build aceivestudent

" support for the campaign,

Javid Owens told Socialist
Worker: “If we, and the other
colleges occupying over

Easter, can hold out, there’s a
real possibility we cdn step up.
the fecs campaign next term.”

Student occupations
against fee increases at North
East London and Norlh
London Polytechnics are
going an over Easter, despite
threats to bring legal injunc-
tions. 3

Réinstate

A muass general meeting at
NELP voted to continue
accupation by 468 to 403,
They also voted to occupy
another site next term as part
of their campaign to reinstate
sacked  president
Strauthous.

O If students could send
any of these college
messages of supporl, or
arrange support over the
holiday it'd be useful.
‘Phone Lyndsey German,
01-739 18;3 for details.'

Strike over pay at GEC-Elliot

by JAN REBURE, chairperson AUEW (TASS), GEC-Elliott, Lewisham

SOUTH EAST LONDON:
aitempt {0

struments

A
break grading agreements has
spurked a stnke al GEC-Elliot Process In-
34 members of TASS, the white-
collar section of the Engineering Union, struck
after three workersWwere suspended without pay

¢ refusing to cooperate with a man employed

management they're
without upgra

The indefini

we can get,

the Test Department in contravention of

grading agreements,

Test engineers 4l the plant arg so peorly paid
that the company can'l gel new workers, So

irying (o

by the 150 ather
Engineering and Electricians Unions. GEC are
never beaten easily, so we'll need all the support

introduce  higher
ding existing workers.

le strike in key areas is supported
TASS members and the

grades

] Donations and messages of support to:

J Rebure, 1
Eslate, Lond

) NIRRT RS

Wilshaw House; Crossfield
on, SEB.

Andy

Work-to-rule
‘suspended’

POST OFFICE Computer
Centres were shaken by an
unprecedented wave of anger
last week when union leaders
‘suspended” their work-to-
rule,

The indignity which spark-
ed ‘off protest walk-outs at
Derby and Portsmouth, was
that umion reps received
CPSA instructions by Telex
messages senl 10 cenire
IMARGgers.

Group = secretary  Peter
Thomason was unanimously
censured by detegates from all
12 centres for ‘adding insult to
injury.” One delegate bitterly
commenied ‘Thev call a vote
o start action, but not tocall it
off. What a farce!’

Site stopped

LONDON: Building workers
at  Cubitt’s  Shelgrove site
voted unanimously to strike
last Friday after a man was
sacked for ‘gross misconduct.’

No specific reasons were
given for the sacking. The men

feel he's being victimised
because they've just won £12 a
week  severence  pay  and

transfer when the site finishes.

The continpal harassment
of the lads isn't really sur-
prising. One of the site
managers is a member of the
National Front.

come of

union organisation
— that's the out-
the

combine
was the

magnificent seven-

workers at

and the decision

strike  was

week strike by 380
the
Anderson Strath-
clyde engineering

provoked by manage-
ment when they tried to

negotiate conditions—
to are
immediate

clincher

and unammous.
That determination to

works in Bridgeton. fight the attack was vin-
dicated at the jubilant
The strike was mass meeting last Thurs-

day when convenor Kenny
Garmal gave details of the
victory,

insist on increasing

productivity  without

any discussion with the Abandon

shop stewards. The ;

workforce saw the issue _ The management have
for what it was—a Surrendered—we have an
; offer in writing which

direct attack on the  nupec 3t clear that they
unions’ right (0  have abandoned any talk

of productivity until they
prepared 1o talk
CASH.

Official pressure

by LORNE ANTON

NIGG BAY: The strike by
2000 men at the Nigg oil rig
construction site has been
broken. The men have
been on strike for four
weeks against a 75 per cent
cut in thier negotiatied
‘time saved' bonus,
Militants on the site believe
that effective trade union
organisation has been broken,
The events follow closely the
sell-outs at the RDL Methil
site where 1200 men are to be
made redundant 1in May.

Savage

They also beleive that the
strike was provoked inten-
tionally to get the men out and
put through a savage produc-
tivity agreement calling for a
40 per cent increase in produc-
tivity with the resultant loss of
jobs abd safe working con-
ditions. A

It is expected that 600 to 800
travelling and local men will
lose thier jobs permanenily in
the near future.

Pressure has been brought
‘on the shop stewards and men
from every guarter. Dickson
Mabon, Labour's Energy
Minister, put pressure on

forces Nigg site back

Scottish TUC secretary James
Milne to visit the site,

The shop stewards were
twice taken to negotiations
away from the site—in fact
that whole
committee were called 1o
London to be told by union
officials to return to work.

Twice the shop stewards

committee recommended a
return to work -~ twice this was
rejected.,

The night befare the mass
meeting last Thursday, Tom-
my Lafferty, CEU official and
ex-convenor of the vard, said
on TV that if there was not a
return to work the yard would
ClOsSC,

At the mass meeting, the
general secretary of the CEU,
John Baldwin, told the men
they had no alternative but ta
go back to work. Also on the
platform were Laurie Smith,
national organiser of the
AUEW, and other officials.

Baldwin had to be escorted
from the site by police after a
large section of the mass
meeting  surrounded  and
threatened him.

The meeting voted by a
Mrrow majority to return to
work. The following morning
40 police were at the gates to
make sure pickets did not
prevent the return to work.

Wage cuts? NO!

ABERDEEN Wage cuts of up
10 £14 a2 week on tradesmen’s
basic ratesare written into the
new  wages structure  that
Wiggins Teape are trying to
push in their Dyce stationery
factory.

In a letter sent behind the
backs of the union negotiators
to all the workers, manage-
ment also proposes scrapping
the sickness scheme and all
previous local ugreements on
pay and conditions.

Members of the print union
SOGAT, of the engineering
workers and electricians’ un-
ions have rejected the com-
pany’s ultimatum they voted
to strike from 19 April—the
date the company had set for
sacking all those who had not
accepted the proposals,

Insult

Faced with the strike threat,
the company has put back the
deadline until 2 May,

Dave Merson, SOGAT,
father of the chapel (shop
steward), told Socialist
Worker: ‘It is vital that we
fight this, If management get
away with scrapping all
previous. agreements what is

this factory going to be like to
work in next year?

*Our members have to
realise thal management are
deliberately trying to divide
the workforce in order to push
through the kind of agreement
they want, We stand tao lose all
the working conditions we
have won over the years at the
stroke of a pen’.

.

shop stewards -

Rank and file organisation

‘Secondly, they will not
attempt to mtroduce the
new welding techniques,
Instead they agreed to
create a vacancy for a new
welder,

“Thirdly they have back-
ed down on the issue of
flexibility in the
maintenance section.

Clincher

‘We've won not  just
because’ of our own
strength, but because of
the willingness of the
workers at the four other
Scottish factories to strike
in solidarity with us. The
threat of strike action
throughout the combine

 was the clincher,

“The strike committee is
recommending that we
march back into that
factory as a united work
force—and show them the
kind of solid organisation
that they will have to
contend with in the future,

‘Today we have
delegates from all the other
Scottish factoyies at our
meeting—and that is the
most  gratifving  thing
ahout what has been a
hard, bitter strike. Out of it
we have built the basis of a
strong combine committee
that will meet regularly
and link us all toget er.

‘1 would like ta thank
you all—it's your
victory - I'm proud to be
your convenor.”

The strike was a model
of  workers ‘self-
organisstion, The
willingness of the stewards
committee to inform and
involve the membership at
all times was crucial in
building the confidence
and determinstion that
carried the strike on to
victory,

Howled

Fhe open strike com-
mittee, ar tmes 80 strong,
met  every  week and
reported 1o a mass meeting
every week so decisions
were always taken by the
muss of the strikers, @nd
the conduct of the strike
was always in the hands of
the rank and file,

It meant that when the
full time officialy tried to
force a premature return to
wark two weeks ago they
were howled down by the
strikers.

The enthusiasm = far
picketing and for being
part of the many
delegations to other fac-

tories increased
throughout the seven
weeks.

I'he lesson from this

strike for other groups of
workers facing the
emplovers offensive, iy
simply this: Rely on your
own  sell-organisution—
and don't be afraid to
argue for support from
other workers.

I'he Anderson
Strathelyde workers
would like to ke the

apportunity of thanking
atl the people who sup-
ported them in their light,
including Socialist
Worker,

TATE AND LYLETO
SACK 1500

TATE AND LYLE have
announced plans to put 1500
workers on the dole in their
sugar refining plants. Hardest
kit will be the Love Lane
factory in Liverpool, where
650 jobs are at stake,

The workers at Love Lane
have voted averwhelmingly to
cppose  every redundancy.
Mast are women who already
carry the burden of being the
only family breadwinner in an
area where unemployment is
rife

Tate and Lyle made £52

million profit Iast year. The
workers are adamant that a
company which makes 50
much profit has an absolute
obligation to provide jobs.

An action commitlee has
been in existence for more
than two years, but has done
little more than talk ta MPs,
All eight unions in the plant
are represented on the com-
mittee.

The Action Committes
must now take up the mood of
the workers and lead the fight
against all the redundancies,

i1



THE FIGHT AGAINST THE CUTS

NUPE:
Berkshire
stops . . .

by NOEL FAGAN,
NUPE shop steward
BERKSHIRE was hit by a
county-wide strike of Public
Employees' Union members
of Friday, a massive protest
at the cuts in public spending
More than half the schools
were  closed as  schoaol
caretakers and kitchen
workers struck, The teacher’s
untons refused to cross the

picket line,

All road works came to a
balt beécause of striking
council workers, and
ambulance drivers were
dealing with emerg encies
only.

Hospitals in Slough and
Bracknell were hit by strikes
of nurses and ancillary
workers. :

At Borocourt Hospital in
Reading, nurses struck to
show their anger at the
dangerously low staffing
levels on wards. Ancillary
workers held  emergeney
meetings throughout the day
and eftectively no work was
done by NUPE members.

The picket line stopped
deliveries to the hospital and
action was supported by bus
drivers, TGWU members,
who refused to take the
strike-breakers up the
hospital's half-mile drive,

Hospital shop stewards
from all over Berkshire have
called for a lobby of the
NUPE conference to push for

national action against the *

cuts and the Social Contract.

PICTURES from
inside Hounslow
Hospital as the

work-in starts, The
workers are

determined patients

will not suffer—

now, or in the future
because of hospital
closures.

Picturas by Phil McCowen

" what happened in the North ?

WEST LONDON: Hospital and
industrial workers were out on
the streets on Saturday drum-
ming up support for the work-in
at Hounslow Hospital.

The work-in, only the second in the
history of the National Health Service,
came after weeks of planning and careful
preparation by the hospital unions, the
TUC council of action and Hounslow

by STAN KUKALOWICZ, NUPE branch secretary

NORTH WEST: 90,000
members of the Public
Employees Union in the

Narth West could be forgiven
for not noticing the Day of
Action against the Cuts and
Unemployment in our divi-
sion,

It took place last Saturday
in Warrington, in the form of
a consultation meeting
between all NUPE shop

-gave his normal stage perfor-
mance of clenched first and
“Iribunite’ rhetoric—support
the Social Contract, don't
strike against the cuts, and so
on.

Sgeaker after speaker from
the tloor got up to attack the
Social Contract, and a resolu-
tion was moved for a real day
of action on 19 April.

The chairman insisted on

representing 90,000 members
to take a decision and that
only the divisional council
could call days of action. It’s
next meeting is in July.
After more demands from
the floor for a vote, the
meeting was suddenly closed
on the pretextthat Fisher had
to attend a press conference.
He was not amused when it
was suggested he was goingta

ESSEX: Nurses and ancillary
workers at Warley Hospital,
Brentwood, have taken steps
ugainst  official  racialism
within the NHS, which means
that the student nurses on
finishjng their training are
sacked and then sent back
because they no longer have
jobs.
Two male nurses from

EPSOM
VICTORY

SURREY: "We've won this
fight, but the battle's still on.'
That was the message from
Transport Union members at
five Epsom hospitals after
their strike last week.

The 100 ancillary workers
went on strike in support of
their colleagues at the Manor
Hospital, who had been
sacked for refusing to work
unacceptahble rotas,

Despite a barrage of abuse
from the national press and
attempts to get local Tories to
do their work, the strikers
forced management to
ncgmi‘atc the rotas through
ACAS, the government ar-
bitration service, The
workers have been reinstated
but are suspended on full pay
for a week while their new
rotas are agreed.

I'he senior shop steward at
Epsom District Hospital,
Trevor Walker, told a mass
meeting on Monday:
‘Management told union
officials that they intended to
take on the TGWU and
smash us so that they would
have a clear road for in-

Hospital Defence Committee.
The hospital is one of three in the district
scheduled for closure or change of use, as part of
a ‘package of economies’ which the health
authority are trying to push through.

The three hospitals are crucial not only because of
the basic health services they provide for the
community but because they act as a vital overflow for
the hard-pushed West Middlesex.

Patients have to lic on trolleys for hours at West
Middlesex while the doctors search for a bed.

The 85 workers at Hounslow have been receiving
messages of support from all over. After they had

Hospital ban to stop deportations

Mauritius were due to be
sacked and then deportedina
few weeks time, but at a
general meeting last
Thursday there was an
overwhelming majority vote
of the 70 members attending
for a total ban on overtime
and a work-to-rule until these
two are offered jobs,

There was applause when
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k-instarts %
at second hospital

voted for the work-in, mass meetings of all staff were

held in the other district general hospitals, where the
workers pledged their support,

The ambulance service has already
resolution banning the transfer of any patient from

passcd a

the threatened hospital union, Backing has also come

from many of the industrial workplaces around West
London, including Heathrow Airport and Ttico.

Promises

Consultants n West Middlesex Hospital have

Mauggie Blake, nurses’ shop
steward, said that there was
an attempt by many people in
authority to blame the
ecanomic crisis on the blacks,
similar to the situation in
Germany in the 1930s when
Jews were made the
scapegoats, While overtime
was being worked there were
obviously jobs available.

Rats at Ormond

Street

LONDON: Management at
the Great Ormond Street
Children’s Hospital this week
tried to take on the Public
Employees Union (NUPE)
this week—and failed.

They suspended three
porters who refused to work
in a rat-infested cellar,
without going through the
negotiated procedure.

After a 24-hour strike by
NUPE members at the
hospital and the nearby
Queen  Elizabeth Hospitaf,
and an eight-hour meeting

through ACAS, the
government arbitration
service, the three were
reinstated,

The cellar is now locked u
pending a visit from NUP
general secretary Alan Fisher
and” management
representatives.

Some of the hospital
workers suspect the
management were trying to
weaken the union so that they
could introduce cuts.

Again the press went wild
with rumeurs about children
being left to die. In fact none
of the patients were in danger,
as management were forced
to admit on the radio.

Socialist

promised to continue to refer patients to Hounslow
for post-operative treatment.

The only pessimistic notes sounded have come from
a couple of the union full-timers, Giles Duncan of

NUPE and McCall of
GMWU. Both went oul of
their way to stress the
differences  between the
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson
Hospital work-in and that at
Hounslow.

Moves to enlist the support
«f the building workers to
prevent any of the structural
work for the proposed change
or the dismantling - of
machinery are also under way.
It is also planned to mount a
24-hour picket on the hospital

picket ‘tree’

Chris Parker, sccretary of
the Hounslow Joint Shop
Stewards Committee, said:
‘The round-the-clock picket
and the picket ‘tree’ are really
important if we're going to
stop the transfer of patients or
prevent any of the equipment
being moved.'

0 Money for the defence
committee is badly needed
to pay for badges, stickers,
posters and leaflels etc. All
financial donations and
messages ol support to:

Hounslow Hospital
Defence Committee, Stain-
ed Road, Hounslow,
Middlesex.
Canteen
saved!
MANCHESTER: Nurses

and ancillary workerat North
Manchester General
Hospital, supported by sec-
tions of the works depart-
ment and technical staff, have
won a fight to save canteen
facilities. A hall-day official
stoppage, and management
agreed to all the demands.

Please rush me my weekly copy of Socialist

Worker. | enclose a cheque/postal order
made payable to Socialist Worker for

D £7 for one year

[0 £3.50 for six months

[] £1.76 for three months
(Please tick) to pay subscriptions and
postage, so start sending them to:
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-the bosses sent them home

THE PRESS launched into
vicious attacks on the British
maintenance
engineers on Monday.

They denounced them for ‘causing
of holiday

Airways

chaos’ to thousands

makers.

What they did not mention was what the

°

eathrow: It's not a strike

dispute, which has affected every British g

Airways base except Manchester, isabout:

In their hurry to malign the workers, the
papers talked about a ‘strike’. Yet the
industrial action taken by the workers has
not been a strike. It has been a refusal to

work shifts.

The workers all turned up to work at 8am on
Monday, the normal time for the regular day

shift.

Had British Airways been
prepared to Jet the men work
at that time. most of the
holiday fights could have gone
ahead. But management refus-
ed, sending the shift workers
home.

The engineers were nol on
strike—they were deliberately
locked out by management in
an attempt to raise the stakes
in the dispute. And to force the

g4 .
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men to cave in.

Yet not one national
newspaper had the headline
‘British Airways bosses cause
holiday chaos.'

The men's claim is simple
enough:

O The shift workers are
demanding the same shift
premiums as paid in general
engincering  industry. At
present they get less than
half—up to £10 a week less. in
fact,

The claim should be
allowable under Schedule 11
of the Protection of Employ-
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ment Act. It was put in months
sgo, But management have
refused to concede it,

So the workers are refusing
to work shifts for less than
normal shift pay rates.

DEMAND

0 The men insist that
negotiations should be
through their own shop

stewards, not in the hands of
remote national trade union
officials. This demand was
passed by the Engineering
Union’s National Committee

enefit

‘WE ARE fighting the
Social Contract,” Wyn
Bevan, convenor of the
electricians on strike at
Margam  Steelworks,
Port Talbot, in South
Wales, told Sunday’s
Conference Against the
Social Contract.

N

Jets grounded at Heathrow—they could have taken off if the engineers had been allowed to work

and is supposed to be official
union policy.

Yet the dispute is unofficial
and the AUEW's right-wing

national organiser Hepple
tried to organise & mass
meeting at  Heathrow last

Friday, behind the backs of
the elected stewards, to get the
action called off.

When the stewards refused
to call a meeting, he sought the
help of management. who
announced over the public
address system that there
would be a mass meeting, with
pay, for all AUEW members.

The British Steel Corpora-
tion suspended five men who
refused 1o work on blacked
machinery, provoking a strike
by 500 electricians,

Wyn Bevan is clear about
the issues involved. 'Ours is
not a craft, elitist strike, Our
gains will be gains for other
workers, craft, ancillary,
production, administration,
all will gain,’ he said.

Disowned

For two vears the elec-
tricians have been negotiating
for more money and regrading
because of an increased work
load and new machinery. ‘The
work we do, with new plant
and machinery coming in,
needs recognition,”  Wyn
Bevan told the conference.

‘But our executive says this

i

But only few hundred
workers turned upand Hepple
was shouted down.

No wonder Hepple was
heckled when he turned :F to
a stewards’ meeting on Mon-
day. Out of 250 stewards
present, only seven voted for
his demand to call off the
action.

ATTACK

The Daily Express dared
claim on Monday that ‘only
one in ten of the engineering

bot: Our action will
ALL workers

would be apgainst the Social
Contract, Our own union has
disowned us,

‘We are staying out without
strike pay and without any
social security benefit. But at
our last mass meeting no one
called for a return to work.

‘Instead we passed an
overwhelming vote of no
confidence in our executive
member, Bernard Clarke,

The press are ‘already at-
tacking the Port Talbot
steelworkers. Wyn Bevan told
the conference: ‘The very
same pressures that the
toolroom workers faced will
be put on us. They will try ind
treat us in the same way,

‘We are fighting the British

Steel Corporation, our own

union and the Social Con-
tract.
‘Against the odds we are

workers' took the strike deci-
sion, They were referring.
totally dishonestly, to the vote
taken at the unrepresentative
meeting called by Hepple and
the union,

The press attack on the
airport workers is as dis-
honest as the attacks on the
hospital workers in Epsom
last week. It is a barrage of
lies,designed to intimdate
anyone who fights against
low wages or bad working
conditions.

EETPU convenor Wyn
Bevan

staying out, Ours is a just
cause, just like the Leyland
toolroom workers. We need
the moral and financial sup-
port of everyone 1o keep our
fight going.'

O Donations and
messages of support to Bill
Curlis, secrefary sh
slewards committee, 2
Hawthorne Avenue,
Baglan, Port Talbot, South
Wales.

Pictura: John Sturrock [Report)

Alas,

not

only the
bosses’
press

gives

a false idea
of this
dispute

UNFORTUNATELY not
only the right-wing papers
have  mistepresented  the
British Airways engineers. On
Monday, an article in the
Morning Star claimed that
‘their action 8 not receiving
the support of the British
Airways Overseas joint shop
stewards' committee’.

The article gave the impres-
sion that the action i’ somehow
a sectional strike, opposed to
the interests of other workers
#t the airports, But this is not
true.

The engineering stewards
have given the lead. They have
ut in & claim that is in the
interest of shift workers in
other unions.

The transport workers on
the airport, for instance, could
put in a claim like the
engineers’ within 24 hours.
One decision of Monday's
engincering  stewards'
meetings was 10 encourage
other unions to put in such
claims. And they should all be
allowable under Schedule 11 of
the Protection of Employment
Act.

In the past divisions between
the shift workers and those
who work normal hours have
prevented unity in the wages
struggle. If the engineering
workess' action i sucoessful,
both sets of workers will share
an interest in pushing up the
daytime hourly rate,

it should be possible to push
a claim for the end of Phase
Two that would bring - all
workers on the airport
together as never before.

“That is why the attitude of
those who refuse to back the
airport eagineering warkery is
so unfortunate,




