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N Thousands marched against racism in Blackburn
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MASS SACKINGS
INTHE

By SW reporter

SENTENCE OF DEATH has been
passed this week on the National Health
Service in Hackney, East London.

The area health authority, in one of the densest
working class area in Britain, coolly announced
massive cuts in health facilities.

00400 hospital jobs will be axed. This means at least 250
sackings,

O At least one of the
area’s three accident and
emergency units will have
to close,

0O Overtime will be halved,
and I some cases cut oul,
throughout the serviee,

O Blood rfests and X-rays
will become four ar five times
more difficult to obtain.

1 Absent doctors and sur-
geons will not be automatical-
ly replaced.

Qlosed

John - Clarke:  branch
o secretary of the public service
umon,. NUPE at Queen

100,000 jobs
2 Elizabeth Children's Hospital,
Bethinal Green, told Sacialist
Warker, '

‘Ifweé Jetthiem get away with
this; it means the end of the
National Health Service in the

area. emergency utts! . After April. anpther 200
“For “4 ktrt. thev - have The euts in overtime will hosglml workers face the

already  warned  that our have fantastic effects—and  sack’ .

hospital might be transierred not just on the miserable And  what ‘s true  of

into this autharity—and im- wages of hospital workers. l{qmlnc_\» 1s true of the rest of

mediately closed down, Cutting the overtime of  Britin.

last Saturday. More news on the struggle against the
racialists—Page 9

In the firing line. ..
hospital workers
Johnny - Clarke

and Bob Ross

‘Bt we're the only hospiral
for children in the whole of
Easr Landon.

‘Acute’

‘Last week »  building
labourér was badly injured in
afallon an East End site, They
took him to St Leonards
hospital.

‘There was no bed for him.
They searched around the
whale of the area! there were
no ‘acute' beds for emergen-
cies. g

‘Eventually, they found him
& ‘non-acute’ bed ar Barts. But
now. the authority tells us 1o
cut down on "acute’ beds and

domestic workers and cleaners
will mean that wards and

. linen won't be cleaned.

‘That heightens the danger
of infection’,

The outs in Hackney flow
directly  from the recent
gavernment circular warning
health avthorities not ta spend
more than their ‘cash limit”
imposed last year. Each dis-
trict health authority has been
ardered to submit accounts,

Despite already drastic cuts,
Hackney have ‘overspent' by
£700.000. Hence the cuts.

‘And remember’. says Bob

Ross, NUPE chairman at
Queen  Elizabeth, ‘foor
haspitals in the area are being
closed down by next April!

McCallum

FRONT!

On an optimistic estimate,
100,000 hospital jobs are
threatened.

Cuts

‘We're going to  get
defegations to the Right to
Work conference on 6
November, I'd like to see that
conference organise a real
fight across the country
amiong  hospital  workers
against the cuts.

“The authorities just pass
the buck to one another.
We, the workers, can'’t.

‘We've got to do the
fighting’.

STOP THE FASCISTS

Demonstrate: Walsall, Saturday 25 September,
1.30pm, AGAINST racialism. FOR the
Socialist Worker candidate in Walsall, Jimmy

National mobilisation of all IS branches

STOP THE NAZIONAL

The placards tell the story: hospital workers picketing the TUC last week.
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Mason:Thearmy get thelr man

THE

GENERALS and the

Tory Party are now helping to

select Tabour Cabinets.

The appointment of Roy Mason
as Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland is a clear victory for the

army top brass

Boot

Military chiefs now reckon they have
the all-clear to make their own policy'
and put the boot in to anyone who

objects.

Mason, as Minister of Defence,
was a loyal spokesman for the chiefs of

WHERE
NEXT?

staff fighting for a bigger defence
budget and consistently defended the
generals even against his own Cabinet

colleagues.

ment last April,

against the Loyalist strike in 1975,
No wonder a jubilant
ipokesman described the appointment

DISASTER at Canvey lIsland . . .
Catastrophe at Shell Carrington . . .

Poison clouds at British

Industrial

Plastics, County Durham.

Some possible headlines for

Socialist Worker.

future 1ssues of

Possible because as long as production is pursued for
profit and not for need, managers will cut cornersand take
risks that should never be taken, They will introduce
processes and products without proper testing.

Socialist Worker has
been  hammering  that
message home for years..

And this weck it is being
repeated by the Health and
Safety Executive and their
Standing  Advisory Com-
mittee on Major Hazards,

They say that in  their
artificially ‘narraw  first
category of risk alone, there
are 300 plants in Britain that
could cause Flixborough-style
disasters,

Gamble

Ihey also present a few

preliminary  proposals  for
controlling  this  monster
hazard,

Most of them follow the
Lord Rabens philosophy of
asking the emplovers ta do
for themselves.

This s rather like asking a
grambler 1o take
National Savings.

The Standing Advisory
Committee on Major Hazards
would not have come into
existence " without the Flix-
borough disaster two years

canrol of

SAFETY
CHIEFS
WARN
OF 300
DANGER

PLANTS

ago. Then 28 died,

But a Flixborough-stvle
plant would never have been
built in a civilised society,
Nepro  UK's method of
producing caprolactam was
anly adopted because of the
firm’s ‘necessity’ to get round
sameaone else's patent

At least the Health and
Safety Executive are moving a
little, At jeast they have a few
ideas. like controlling the

When the Army Officer Comman-
ding, Sir Frank King, publicly attacked
Merlyn Rees' policy of ending intern-
Mason, far from
calling King to heel, gave him full
backing—just as he had backed the
generals when they refused 10 move * for the North is accelerating repression,
an increasing drift towards martial
law=—and no end to violence,

Developments in the South are along

By Eamonn McCann

the job.

Orange

as ‘the best we could have hoped for
from a Labour government’,

Indeed. the Irish Times reported on
Monday that Tory Front Benchers mel
Callaghan privately before Iast week's
reshuffle and urged him to give Mason

Drift

With Mason in control, the prospect

Price Check?
Prize Cheek
more likeit!

PRICES are rising at an accelerating speed, despite
all the government’s talk about fighting inflation.
Figures released on Monday show that wholesale
prices rose 15% per cent in the last year—higher than
the figure issued last month.

This increase will work its way through to shop prices in

a few months’ time.

On top of that, a step
taken by the Bank of
England last week
allowing the value of the
pound to fall while in-
creasing interest rates—
will add still more to prices,

The authorities blamed the
scamen's threatened strike for
the fall in the pound,

But all the evidence -
tucked away m the Economist
mugazing and the Financial
Times - indicates that this was
a ploy to blame the seamen for
something which was going to
happen anyway, as a result of
government policy

Sums

The lall in the pound means
that prices for imported food
will Tise even more,

The increase ininterest rates
will also mean increased

broadly similar lines. The government
has steamrollered through its emergen-
¢y laws, giving the police und army the
widest powers available in any Euro-
pean country, with the possible excep-
tion of Spain.

Conor Cruise O’Brien, one of the
Labour Party members of the Cabinet,
said bluntly last week:

‘Newspapers will be censored. Some
may he stopped outright.’

North and South, the fight against
‘terrorism’—that is, the attempt to

maintain the Northern State—means a
slide towards the far Right while ‘social
democrats’ like Mason and O'Brien end
up in the arms of military bully-boys.

phota: Chris Davis (Raport)

prices. Local authorities wall
no doubt try to raise rents
further to pay out higher sums
to  money lenders,  And
mortgage repaymentsare like-
ly ta chimb.

The government itself has
virtually admtted that it
cannot control prices, It has
even decided fo scrap s
famous red triangle “price
cheek” scheme. It introduced it
only & fesw months ago al &
cost of one million pounds,
claiming that it would stop the
prices of a number of selected
goads rising by more than five
per ¢ent in s1x months,

Yet the povernment itself
ignored the scheme's  set
figure. 1n  four maonths,
between February and June,
gas and eleciricity  charges
were riaised £.5 per cent. And
extra taxes in April raised
cigarettes and beer  prices
more than five per cent. Butter
has risen 23 per cent sinee
January—because  of  the
government’s withdrawal of
food subsidies.

siting of such plants and
making them subject to tighter
inspection.

But there is no guarantee
that ~ even  these minimal
recommendations will be -
plemented,

The Times editorial on the
report gave the game away on
Tuesday: “The proposals
would clearly mean a con-
siderable increase in the ap-
paratus of public control and

FEATHER-MY-NEST-EGG

VICTOR Gravson Keir
Hardie, the late Baron
Feather-my-nest, left £61.-
000,

From his will, published
this week. emerge details of
the considerable  material
success he made of his life,

Baron Feather-my-nest
started life as a poor
shopworker in Bradford, Dur-
ing the General Strike, he
helped to steal sheep to feed
starving miners.

Rising
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ment his not inconsiderable
salary,

He built up a fine colleciion
of paintings- and bought a
counlry  coltage. Vacant
possession was obtained by a
simple device—eviction Gf the
poor agriculiural worker who
lived there,

Baron Feather-my-nest ob-
tained his high honour from a
grateful Ted Heath for ser-
vices rendered to the Tory
government  while General
Secretary of the TUC,

Hell

He helped to stop American
dockers  blacking  British
goods after the Bloods Sun-
day murders in Derry in 1972

He worked like bhell hater
st vear to damp down the
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Fare

Now bread, milk and butter
are due for a further increase
in price, gas is going up again
and Britush . Rail, is now
looking at fare increases for
carly next year.

Most vegetables are rising
in price bevand the pocket of
many working people—this is
before  the eifects of the
drought begin ro atfect prices,

Thiteen months age the
government introduced wage
controls. claiming that they
would ‘*fight inflation'. The
same hoary old story was
repeated by the TUC leaders
in Brighton last week.

Yel you only have to walk
through any food shop to see
what a lie that is. Prices are
rising. Profits are rising. Un-
employment 15 rising. The
only thing that is being held
back is wages,

THREE years ago this
week the Chilean
Junta backed by
international big
business and the
American government
seized power in Chile,
Since then hundreds
of thousands of people
have been jalled and
tortured, Tens of
thousands have been
killed, the trade union
movement smashed.
And all to make Chile
‘safe’ for big business.,
Now Henry Kissinger
who was personally
involved in the Chilean
bloodbath has moved
on. Now he's out 1o
make Southern Africa

Chile:
We

won't
forget

‘safe’ for big business.
That's why last
Sunday's
demonstration in
support of the Chilean
resistance was so
important. And that's
why demonstrations
blackings and prolest
of any organised kind
will remain imporlant
unlil the Chilean Junta
are smashed lo pieces.

research at a time when
government spending is
already too high!'

Which, in plain English,
means The Times insists that
public spending on health
education and safety must be
cut back to finance stock
appreciation and -other han-
douts to Britain's * poverty-
stricken businessmen.

And worse than this, the
giant chemical combines are
already moving intoa action.
They're out to sccure the
loosest and least costly restric-
tions possible through their
Chemical Industries Associa-
tian,

So. brothers and sisters,
beware, We have a hard fight
ahcad i we anc to secure
anything that remotely ap-
proximates to a safe working
and hving environment.

THAT REALLY IS A SIGN OF THE TIMES....

MIRROR DOSSIER on the booming business of

THIS week's
Trades Union
Congress has séém
ons 0! the maest
swceessbul  proga-
ganda campaigns
cwr mounted by M- i»
the tar Lett. niry o of .

saders were
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week.

For two days, the heads of the biggest unions
in Britain threatened and bullied the leaders of a
group of men who earn the magnificent sum of

85p an hour.

‘By God, we'll make sure that no union supports you.

‘THE TUC put the boot in’. That was
how The Observer newspaper summed
up what happened to the seamen last

We'll cripple you', Len Murray told them.

Not only were the
seamen told they would
get no help from ihe
TUC

They were also told
they could not leave the
meeting until they calt «
the strike off.

‘We'll throw you aut «of
the TUC if you dorti i,
they were warned.

The TUC's behaviou
must be a turning po:
in the history of !¢
movement,

It was originally for -
ed so as to help grou «
like the seamen to im-
prove their lot through
struggle against rich
and powerful
employers.

oo

THE rich employe:s
still exist. Last year
Sir John Ellerman,
head of one of the
biggest shipping
firms, Ellerman
Lines, died, leavin: a
cool £5600 million
But instead ofthe TL'C
helping the seamen o
get a slice of the lo 1,
Brother Jones &l

.

Now, more than
evertheneedis

J RIGHT TO WORK Marchers pledging
support 1o the seamen at the NUS head-
quarters in London lasl week.

When the sirike was postponed, the
Campaign had preparations underway for
hundreds of thousands of leallels and
thousands  of posters arguing the
seamen's case and calling for support
from other trade unionists.

There were also plans for an emergency

Right to Work Council, and supporters of
the Campalgn were urged to join picket
lines and persuade other unemployed
workers nol blackleg.

If the strike goes ahead at the end of next
week, these plans will be pul into effect
again. Meanwhile the Campaign has
wrilten to all seamen's union branches
urging support 'for the 6 November con-
ference against unemployment and the
cutls.

Socialist

Worker

WHAT WE THINK

urgent and clear-the bullding
ofarankand file movement

Murray have been doing
their utmost to help Sir
John's heirs hang on to
his wealth.

We've complained in
the past that the TUC
has failed to help
workers in struggle.

But now it has actual-
ly threatened to help the
employers against a
group of workers.

There are still many

people who would like to
close their eyes to these

facts. to resist the Joneses,
But closed eyes won't  Scanlons
stop rising prices, rising Murrays.

unemployment, falling
living standards and, in
the last resort, TUC-
organised scabbing.
Only one thing will.
The building of an
organisation that brings  what
together those within  week.

the trade union move-
ment who' are prepared

A rank and file move-
ment has to be builtas a
matter of urgency.

Thoseé who have re-
jected this conclusion in
the past should study
happened last

Ask yourself: can we
_really stop it happening
again if we don’t build a
rank andfile movement?
That_is why we
repeat our call for
support for the
national delegate
conference called for
6 November by the
Right to Work Cam-

paign.

and the
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We've hitthe
»£2000 mark

Socialist Worker

DEFENCE
FUND

f

WE'RE HALFWAY towards
paying off Frank Chapple’s bill,
This week’s total of £345.79
takes us to bang on £2000 in
our special defence fund.

From readers in the Howard
Rotavator factory in Suffolk came
high praise.

And from Patricia Blackman of
Camberley in Surrey came a £10
donation sent in memoryof her 21-
year-old daughter, Teresa, who
was tragically killed in a road
accident in July, From Socialist
Worker our thanks and con-
dolences.

Qur thanks to: A Culyer £3, RO Davies £5, M A
Cartersan 50p; Cammell Laird £10; Anon £60; N
W Londan SW supporters £2 50; T Skyrme £5 J
MeConnor £4; i Sitver £1, J R Gilding £1: Nots
reader £1; J Montgomery £2; J Karr £67; A
Moran 87p, Dudlay SW supporters £1 .70, D C
Hughes £2; J Gee 40p. R Collinson £3.50

B Mill £1: A Greenwood £10; B'J Martin £1, F
Varney £2: Garman reader £11.14 Pontyarsdd
supporters £3. A Gebbens £2: Anon £30; Preston
1S £10; Swenses £40, Loughborough £2.20; N
London £3. Hull IS £10: Durham £3, M and O
Paarce £1; A Graham £3, Anon £110, Howerd
Rotavalor £3) S Castles £3, 7 Currey £1.50: P
Martindale £2

[1 Send donations and collec-
tions to SW Defence Fund, 6
Cottons Gardens, London E2.
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LIDDLE TOWERS ..

. from his deathbed, thq truth

Liddle Towers died after being kicked
and beateninacell. The DPP has
decided noaction should be taken...

THE POLICE murdered
Liddle Towers. Arrested
outside the Key Club,
Birtley, he was taken to
Gateshead police station,
where he was mercilessly
beaten and kicked.

. Seven uniformed men—six
constables and a sergeant—
took him to a cell, stripped him,
and then struck him repeatedly
in the stomach and small of the

back.

Badly injured, he was then taken
to Queen Elizabeth hospital,
Gateshead.,

All this happened on the morning of
16 January. Liddle Towers hived until 9
February. Before his death, he wasable
to give his family and friends a detailed
account of the brutal treatment he was
subjected to at Gateshead police sta-
tion,

Impacts

A pathologist, Dr. Jack Ennis, stated
the cause of death was ‘hacmorrhage
due to a ruptured spleen and pancreas

and other injuries.’ He added: *These

were consistent with being caused by

impacts to the abdomen,

Liddie Towers' funeral was held at
Chester-ie-Street church on 4 March.
Every seat was taken and people stood
in the aisles. The Jarge attendance was
indicative of his popularitv—Liddle
wis a notable local sportsman and club
secretary—as well as the strong fecling
in the arca about the police.

Det, - Chief Superintendant  Jack
Collinson carrvied owr a police inguiry.
His report went to the [Diector of
Public  Prosecutions who decided 10
take no  action against the seven
policemen.

with murder?

e v Ui
WM TOBAY

Coliar
your
man!

'BULLY GANG

THE SUN STARTED IT. From their first
TUC edition, they were on about the Right to
Work ‘bully boys’.

There were, of course no bully boys at Brighton,
only angry unemployed marchers, And, with one
and a halfl million people out of work, why
shouldn't they be angry?

The Sun started ts propaganda after Right to Work
marchers heckled Minister for Unemployment, Albert
Booth. at the Sunday night Tribune meeting. The
chairman, left wing .abour MP Neil Kinnock, closed the
meeting half way through Booth's speech after his orders
to stop hcckling were defied.

But even Peter Paterson of the New Statesman wrote
last Friday that Kinnock had sompletely over-reacted.
Paterson, who was sitting hehind the marchers, explained
that he could hear every word tl «othspoke, and that there
was no need to close the mes: 12 down,

What's more, as Alan
Fisher, general secretary of
the National Union of Public
Employees, explained on the
radio. having Booth en the
platform was like a red rag to
a bull.

The main problem with
Booth was his inability to
withstand even mild heckiing.

He had a prepared speech
which he read out word for

=
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ONE OF the interesting
things about the reaction
of top TUC leaders to the
Marchers was the contrast -
between those who have
worked on the shop floor
and those who’ve never
worked in their lives.
Hugh Scanlon, for exam-
ple. harried as he was, at least
kept his end up. Jack Jones
even managed a pleasant chat
with a few of the marchers

i |

il

'BAWL OUT{ -
MINISTERS

Family and friends of Liddle Towers
regard this as unsatisfactory. Thev ask,
if it were not the police, who did beat
Liddle to death?

So fur the authorities have given no
alternative explanation, Members of
the family argue that the police inquiry
Wis suspect,

Home Office regulations lay down
that investigations into complaints
against the police are to be conducted
by an officer from a different faoree,
Formally, this rule was applied.

‘The tamily point out, however, that
before local government rearganisation
Birtley, where the seven policemen are
stationed. was part of the Durham
County Foree. So- Det, Chief
Superintendant Collinson, of Durham,
was investigating s own buddies.

Knotted

Gateshead  police station has a
notarious reputation. fn May, 29-vear-
old Spencer” Richardson described in
court how he was kicked, hit with a
teuncheon and whipped with a knotted
dog chain while detained there.
Charges of assavlt and actual bodily
harm were dixmxs.wcd.

Yet, a solicitor has told me how he
frequentiy has clients who tell hin they
have been beaien up in Gateshead
palice station und, time and again, the
narmes of the same police officers crop
up.

I'his is the reason why the family of
Liddle Towers are not prepared to let
the question of his murder drop, They
say they do not wish to be vindictive
Ihey have no desire 1o see the men
responstble for Liddle’s death im-
prisoned, but merely dismissed rom
the police foree,

If that does not happen,
they say. there is guite a
possibility  that  similar
assaults will take place in the
future.

Liddle’s aged mother, deep-
iv upset by what has happen-

MEL(TANT Lot mugess lior w.ae bivbed
et b Compvnrms Mieiiers and
WA 4 e TS Comgunt peiivuet

On the other hand, Len

Murray, who's never worked anger

HOMEPRIDE
VOLUNTEERS
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Sepiember “76--and o Minister is the victim of "bully boys™: September '75—and National Front women

wrecking a Reg Prentice meeting and hurling flour bombys at Roy Jenkins are 'baitling grannies’

The OAP who shamed Clive Jenkins

the impromptu display of any more of it or your
from pensioner Mrs.

excuses. Why don’t youmake

on the shop floor, was Mary who a stand” :
pathetic, nof so much happened to be passing by Obviously shaken by this
frightened as helpless. *You've got no bloody sudden outburst. Mr Jenkins

One of “the march sup-
porters got him face to face
and said: ‘Len, vou're the
Invisible Man!'

There was a surprise in
store for Clive Jenkins after
he had called the Marchers
‘the new  fascists'

He hadn't bargained for

answers and you're doing
bugger all in there,
him. l‘vcvmcdlabourfur 45
years, but you're all a bloody
washout.

‘It breaks my heart to seg
all these voung people going at the
rom school to the
dole queue. We don’t want

she told

straight

hurried off 10 his hotel

But Mrs Georgiou—who
moved to Brighton from the
Rhondda valley in her
vouth —followed him.

When she asked to sce him
four-star Hatel
Metropole she was told he
was ‘resting in his room’",

ONE HIGHSPOT of the
March was the response (o a
defegation to e Brighion
Fvening Argus.

The marchees wenr along to
protest agginst ¢ Hostile
editorial

The printers on-the Argus
decided that the marchers’
statement must be inclyded in
the paper. And included it
was—as the lead siory on

page fwWo,

1 ONE THING saddened
the Right to Work
marchers—the failure of
the Morning Star even to
report the arrival ol the
March in Brighton.

The Star reported the
lobby on Wednesday as if
the Right to Work lobbyisis
(two thirds of those
outside the TUC) weren't
even there.

Even more disturbing
was the way the Star
reported the statements of
David Warburton about
being punched and kicked
without making any
attempt to gel the
marchers’ side of the story.
O A WITNESS to the
alleged Warburton

incident—a former
journalist now working at
Sussex University—saw
Warburton's response to
being lobbied by
unemployed youngsters.
‘Why don’t you go and get
-ajob’, he quipped 1o one of
them. Enough said . . .

ed, 1s taking & petition round
Chester-le-Street. Tt calls fora
thorough inguiry, inta palice
violenoe and how her san met
his death. .

To be handed ta Giles
Radice, the local MP, the
petition  has  reached  im-
pressive dimensions, Only two
of the people approached have
refused to yign.

Inquiry

Mrs Manan Woods,
Liddles  26-year-old sister,
thinks there 5 little prospect of
making progress through of-
ficial channels.

She wants an inquiry into
the issue sponsored by trade
unionists 0 the North East,
along similar lines to that held
by Barnet Trades Councilinto
the attack upon the Right to
Work March.

Her proposal is'receiving an
enthusiastic response. Several
convenors and  prominent
trade unionists in the area say
they back the idea

Many others are likely to
follow, since 4 Tot of incidents,
like the beating up of Eldon
Square seaffolders in Neweas-
tle police statian, readily come
to mind.

The police in the North
East are probably the most
corrupt and violent in the
entire country,

But then, it should be
remembered that ex-
Alderman Andrew Cun-
ningham was the
chairman—or would a
better term be
Godfather?—of Durham
Police Authority.

Booth: a red rag

word and he hadn't the savyy
to depart from it and answer
the hecklers.

There wasn't a murmur of
press protest when Jack
Jones jumped on to the

platform at the Tribune
meeting in Blackpool last
vear,

Jones interrupted  lan

Mikardo, demouncing ecven
his mild criticisms of the
social contract,

There were no press
attacks about bully boys

‘Under capitalism, comrade, man exploits man.
But here in the Soviet Union, it’s the other way round

If you think Russia is a socialist country, read the latest issue of International Socialism journal.
39p (inc postage) from ISJ, 6 Cottons Gardens, London E2.

and no articles in Tribune.



Remember,
remember
the 6th of November

LEADERS OF UNIONS representing 800,000 workers have
come out in support of a call for a publlc inquiry into the
incidents which led to 43 Right to Work Marchers being
arrested last March. Seven of the 43 Marchers are appearing
in court this Friday (17 September).

The national executive of the civil servants (CPSA) and public employees
(NUPE) unions have endorsed the findings of the independent inquiry sct up by

Barnet Trades Council, which called for a full public inquiry.

And post office engineers’ leader Bryan Stanley, who served on the independent
inquiry, has asked MPs sponsored by his union to take up the matter with the Home

Office,

Meanwhile, the Right to
Work Campaign is now
seeking to build support
for the conference on 6
November against the cuts
and unemployment.

The conference will aim ta
ENSUre @ massive protest on
the Day of Action on 17
November, Three public sec-
for unions have called for
action that day

Ihat was the
emerge from the lobby of
3000 unemploved workers
and trade unionists cutside the
lrades Union Congress |asl
Wednesday.

I'he- 570 Right to Work
marchers were joined by o

targel 1o

special trainload of supporters.

from. London, organised by
the Right 1o Work Campaign
Hundreds ol members ot
NLUPE alsoarrived outside the
Dome olter the union ex-
ccutive called for a lohby

Lobby

I'he 6 November Con-
ference will be open to
delegates from all trade union
organisations.

At a mass tally held in
Brighton after the lobby.
Right to Work Campaign
secretary John Deason said:
‘This will be a conference for
all  those trade union
organisations that want to
fight the the Social Contract

‘le-will be on the cuts, but
also. oo unemployment in
every industry, and if groups
like the seamen start to fight
on wages, the confercnce will
discuss how to support them

“This  week'’s™ TUC  has
shown . that the trade umon
teadership will fight. Far from
thiat, it 18 the General Council
which is  organising the
governmént's paolicies for it

“That is why we have 1o build
rank and file resistunce against
the cuts, against the wage
freeze,  agamst  unemploy-
ment, now,”

The day the TUC leaders

dld somethmg na hurry

ON THE RUN . ..

ey O gl

S
ON THE RUN .

. Clive Jenkins

Jarrow 1936 now a march to commemaorate. i .

ON THE RUN .

ON THE RUN .

5

-~

. Tom Jackson

. Len Murray

“WAYLAID . .
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OF JARROW...

local

FORTY years ago, on 5 October 1936,
the Jdarrow Hunger Marchers
rrow on Tyneside to irek to London.
To commemorale the anniversary,
Right
throughout the country are calling
demonsirations and marches.

Geoff Lee, of the Tyneside Com-
mittee, told Soclalist Worker: 'We
expec! 40 unemployed from Jarrow to
march into Newcaslle. The lead banner

left

to Work Committees

will say NO MORE JARROWS.'

ANGELA McHUGH is a shop steward at Rawiplug in Glasgow.,
The shop stewards commitiee is sending her as a delegate to the 6
November Right 1o Work Conference.

She told Socialist Workee: *Our factory has supporied all the
recent demonstrations against unemployment, On the Day of
Action we called for a one-day strike, and we supported half-day
stoppage eventually agreed on by the Glasgow Confed.

‘Bur demonsirations are nol enough. We need an ongoing
campaign that can create jobs, The trade wnionieaders are doing
nothing. That's why our factory has affiliared 1o the Right to
Work Campaign. And that is why they are sending me ay G
Gelegate 10 the November Conference’,

..and dont forget this Friday

SEVEN MARCHERS
ARE IN COURT

LONDON Right to
Work Committees
have organised a
special rota 1o sup-
port the seven Right
to Work marchers in
the second week of
their firial at West
Hendon.

The seven are the
first of the 43 marchers
arrested when police
attacked and
assaultled the
Manchester to London
Right to Work march
earller in the year.

SUPPORT
THE 43
MARCHERS
ON TRIAL
Hendon Magistrates

Court, The Hyde,
Edgware 'Road, West
Hendon, 9.30am-4pm.
Monday 20 Sep: North
West and West London

Right ta Work Com-
mitrees

Tuesday * 2):  North
London.

Wednesday 22: East
Londan

Thursitay 23: Central
Loadon

Friday 24. Sputh

East and South West
fLondon.

Support the lobby
organised by your
local Right to Work
Committee. Trade un-
ion organisations are
asked to make sure
their banner is present

A mass picket has
been called for the first

day of the trial this
Friday (17
September).

Tommy Douras,
from the Deience
Campaign, told

Socialist Worker: ‘We
need 1o gel money in
far the Defence Fund.
The cosls are really,
going to mount now.
‘And we wanl o see
as many banners out-

side the courl as possi-
ble throughout the
trial’.

" O THERE was some

good news for the
marchers last week.
Magistrates In South
West London said they
would not send a Mrs
Amery (o prison for

assaulting two
policemen, drunken
driving and other

offences, even though
she had two previous
convictions.

Instead they gave
her a fine.

This, of course, has
nothing lo do with the
fact that her father is
Harold Macmillan,
former Tory Prime
Minister.

NO MORE
SHREWSBURYS
DEFEND THE 43

Mass Solidarity
Picket outside Hen-
don Police Court,

Defend
the Right

10am, Friday
September, The
Hyde, Hendon, N W
London.

Bring your trade un-
ion banner.

Unions

call
Day of
Action
against
thecuts

THE CIVIL servants un-
ion, CPSA, has called fora
one-day stoppage of all
public sector workers on 17
November,

It is banning all overtime
throughout November.

NUPE, the public
employees union, has called 2
mass lobby of Pacliament for
the 17th, Its London
Divisional Council has now
said that the only way to make
the lobby is- effective s to
organise a hali-dav stoppage.

Acted

I'he London District of
NALGO, the local govern-
ment workers union, is also
supporting a half<day stop-
phage,

There 15 only one way to
ensure that these resolutions
are acted upon, Ineach of the -
three unions—and in every
other umion—shop stewards
committess and  workplace
rank and file pressure i
needed 10 ensure the max-
imum support for the 17th

A ack Jones

It's fast becoming the
most feared occupational
disease among trade un-
ion top brass. It's called
‘outbreak of the orange
Jackets'. It keeps you
awake at night (ossing
and turning about a mere
one and a half million
unemployed.

The orange jackets made
Len Murray mouth
obscenities. They made
Hugh Scanlon turn tail
and run for his hotel.
They made Clive Jenkins
splutter and accuse un-
employed youngsters of
being the ‘new fascists
And you should have
seen what they did 1o
Tom Jackson's
hunéﬂ{har moustache
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Mao; friend of Nixon, friend of the workers! S

China:

FOR MANY PEOPLE, the
strangest sight last week will
have been Kdward Heath
lauding the achievements of
Mao Tse Tung.

But Heath was not alone. In the
last years of his life, Mao was host
to politicians who had built their
careers on ‘better dead than red’
propaganda, from Richard Nixon
to Franz Joseph Strauss. How did
this come about?

Unity

Mao called himself a socialist and 2
communist. But the great mission of his
life was not for the working class to rule
the world through workers' democracy,
based’ upon freely elected workers'
councils.

It was to unite the people of China,
irrespective of their cluss, to achieve
national independence and to build up

Talking About Socialism

by CHRIS HARMAN

the Chinese economy,

In Mao's youth, the various Western
powers, along with Japan and Russia,
controlled  vast  areas of Chinese
territory, Outside their ‘concessions’,
hung signs warning ‘No dogs or
Chinese allowed’.

Between them they had destroyed the
Chinese economy so that they would be
ible to sell their own goods. The result
was massive poverty for the peasants
and workers, And the middle classes
too felt crushed and humiliated, They
could no longer enjoy the lives promis-

ed them in traditional Chinese society.

Mao and » whole number of middle
chass activists—Liu Shao Chi, Chou En
Lai and so on—soon found that they
could not end this foreign domination
by relying on the Chinese capitalists.
These were too closely tied to the
foreign powers.

Four classes

Muo talked of the need for a ‘bloc of
four classes’, including a section of the
Chinese capitalists, And he built up his
movement not in the cities, where the

Maos dead-but
socialism alive?

waorkers were, hut in the mast remote
rural areas.

It is often said that Mao's army was
hased on the peasants, But although the
vast majority of the runk and file were
prasanty, the policies of the army were
not decided by the peasants.

For instance, in 1946, Lin Shao Chi
suggested that the Red Armyy wowld get
more peasant support 3F i divided up
maore of the landlords” lund among
those who worked i,

Muo publicly disagreed, He said such
a palicy would frighten off support
from ‘patriotic’ landlords.

Muo's  armies were successiul
becuuse his opponents, the US-backed
nationalist forces of Chiung Kai-Shek,
were hopelessly corrupt and inefficient.

__--.—.—__.———--—_——._—w___._‘_—-—_—..<

ANYONE who has set any store by

Prime Minister Jim Callaghan’s at-
tack on British Leyland carworkers
{‘Angry Jim lashes the

recent press and television coverage of THERE W

Leyland
strikers: We can't afford you!'). should FQ_ C)WS /A\
look at a report out this week, L

Faor the ldst time a prime minister spoke
about Levland workers, the TV and press

used it as an excuse for a massive witch- -
hunt —and the whaole thing was a (ol PAR | y
distortion

That was in January 1975, when Harold
Wilson was prime minister.

“The Prime Minister, in a major speech
tonight on the economy, appealed to :
management and unions in the car mdustry sse

ta cut down on what he described as
‘manitestly avoidable stoppages’. reported
BBCI's Ninte o'Clock News,

Remember the words ‘management and | HE NEWS
unions', because all criticism of manage-

ment wits then dropped.
BBCI's Late Night News

[JSUNNY JIM Callaghan
is well-known for his love
of striking seamen.

During the 1966 strike,
Callaghan, at that time
Chancellor of the
Exchequer, made an
abusive speech at Yar-
mouth in which he
ordered the seamen to
‘get back to work and
help in the task of getting
Britain's exports moving
again’,

He added: ‘Every ex-
ample of a strike is
blazoned abroad as a sign
of British decadence.

The 'decadent’ seamen
were demanding a cut in
working hours from 56 to
40 a week and a pay rise
of 12 shillings and six-
pence @ month. '

reported:  ‘The Prime
Minister has appealed to
workers n the car industry
ta cut down on avaidable
stoppages . . .

ITN's News at Ten was
even uuicker off the mark.

‘The Prime¢ Minister
tanight . . . gave workers a
blunt warning,” said I'TN. "It
was up to workers to cut
what he called “manifestly
avoidable stoppages™ and Lo
curb unrealistic demands.”

Just as with Cailaghan's
remarks earlier this week,
this was the signal for a

massive attack on the
Leyland workerss.
F'wenty-ning separate

television news reports in the
following month blamed the
workers for Leyland's ,
trouhles, particularly referr- 3
ing back to Wilson's speech
as authority for this.

Never mind  that  the
government's own  Ryder
Report had laid the blame
squarely at management’s
doot. In the four years 1968~
72. Leviand made £74
million in profits, but anly
£4 million was reinvested to
keep the company going—
and £70 million paid to
shareholders,

, A

‘ THAT BLUR WAS LEN MURRAY ?

Fhe evidence of this
massive  distortion by TV
news  was - published last
week in BAD NEWS®.

And the reason for it?

“The Jayving of the hlame
for society’s industaial and
economic problems at the
door of the workforee”

BRITAIN'S Nazid are at
each other's throats
again.

* HAD NEWS ny e O

Caiveryity Medio Groap, Reutedyer Hostilities re-commenced

(AR several weeks ago with the

\Without

comment

planting of fake documents
on several newspapers, in-
cluding Socialist Worker.

They purported to show
that the National Front's
arch-enemies on the extreme
right, the National Party and
its chairman Kingsley Read,
were in league with ‘Nazis in
Germany',

LOUVAIN, welglam, Sept 4
{Rewters),--Four  prisonars,  In-
clding three convicted murder-
58, escaped froen Jall here jast
righs while most of the Jajdl staff
were off on the occasion of King
Boaudouin's birthday, police saxd
teday

The four sealed the prisen wall
wiin 4 ropw Indder before driving
off in 2 switing van. which wos'
later found nbandoved, P =

P oo L members by a ‘disaffected
—from the ifernationd! — follgwer’, Again it was 1
Herald Tribune, 9 fake.

Seprenttier

Soon after. these ‘links’
were the subject of 3 memo
circulated

ameng NP’

[

Webster: Love and k

Another fake memo
followed—and it proved the
fast  straw for Kingsley
Read's gallant _band, who
decided to retaliate,

Soon the National Front

Kingsiev- Read: fake notes

faithful were to be seen
passing round u letter hear-
ing the name of their vile
leader, Maurtin Webster,
I'he letter purported to
announce the ‘coming out’ of

Nazis split up the Front

the ‘Gay Network' in the
Front and was signed: Love
und Kisses, Maryin Websier,

It complainy that *for too
long now the Gay Rights
Movement has  been
monopolised by the Far

Left’, adding thai there were
many right-wing gay groups
in existence, citing as an
example the “Gay Nazis of
L.os Angeles’.

This transparent forgery
was quickly disowned by
Webster.

Meanwhile, the memos
continue to fly thick and
fast. So nice to see the Nazis
squabbling among
themselves . . .

TWO ANTIFASCISTS
recently spotted a fascist flag
hanging from the third floor
of a block of flats in Bethnal
Green, East London.

The flag, a Sft by 7fi Union
Jack with a faded racialiss
slogan deross the middle,
was druped from a halcony.
But when these two
conscientious feliows had
sneaked up the siairs,
Hproed along the varridor
and tried o pull the flag
down, BELLS RANG.

The fascist had ted bells w
the flag to give him advance
warning of any atteripls (o
remove i1,

But to no avail, These twe
courageous defenders of
demoeraey did remove the
flag. And they're keeping i,

OLAW AND ORDER 1:
Not to be outdone by
their brothers in Notting
Hill, the boys in blue
recently ran amok in
Louisville, Kentucky.

Drunken police officers
shot up the black com-
munity, causing damage
estimated at thousands
of dollars and wounding
two people.

One of their victims, a
black woman, now has
bullets lodged in herbrain
and arm and is in danger
of losing bher sight.

As you might expect,
police chiefs have ex-
acted terrible
punishments for these
crimes. The officers in-
volved have been
‘reprimanded’ and given
temporary office duty to
keep them off the streets.

That'll teach 'em a
lasson...

CLAW AND ORDER 2
Policemen in New York
have just lost an in-
teresting little sideline
Captain Dan Brady of the
City Police explains:

'You expect a -certain
amount of rule-breaking to
occur.  in  any highly-
disciplined group of men.

‘But when it was alleged
that the main body-locker
hall of the City Morgue
was being used as a full-
time gambling whore-
house, we decided to in-
vestigate’,

The Captain and his men
raided the hall and found
60 members of his force, a
senator, 12 young women,
and the owner-operator of
a portable bar-disco,
engrossed in high-stake
crap, poker and blackjack,
as well as a bout of New
York’s latest craze, cock-

fighting
The warden of the
Morgue, Michael
Kolwaski, commented
bitterly;

'‘Captain  Brady should
know better than to. come
bursting into the morgue
in the middle of the night,

‘It is a place of dignity
and sorrow,”

In the Second World War,
they were incapable of
fighting the Japanese or, in
the vears after, of resisting
Mao's advance.

By 1948, even some
capitalists  wanted Mao's
victory as the only way to
make Chinese society stable,

In 1949, Mao achieved the
first part of the dream of his
generation.

He had unified all China
(apart from Taiwan). Now
he set out to try to build up
industry and ‘catch up with
the west',

Model

The model he tried to
follow was that of Stalin in
Russia,  Industry was
nationalised and the private
cupitalists  bought out or
squeezed out,

But the workers did not
gam convrol either of in-
duyiry or the staie:;

This contral was in the
hands of privileged
bureaucraty  who  enjoved
living  standards  con-
siderahly higher than those
of the workers.

The fuct that the workers
do not control China has
been proved by the way
recent  leadership changes
have taken place,

When Muo's  efficially
designated heir. Lin Piao,
fled the country, the workers
were not told about it for I8
months.

They had no chance tosay
what they thought of any
policy  differences between
him and Mao, 5

Forward

Chinese workers live in a
society which has achieved
national unity and
independence—a huge step
forward from the state of
waffairs before Mao came to
power,

It s a society which is
maore efficient and less vor-
rupt than it wounld have been
otherwise. But it s still a
society where one cluss rules
and other classes are op-
pressed and exploited,

It is this which explains
the changing attitude
towards China of people like
Heath or Strauss.
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- Poland: The purge

STUDENTS ARE being vic-
timised in Poland for giving
support to workers, according

to information

reaching

Socialist Worker from Warsaw.
In July, heavy prison sentences were

handed out to workers who had taken
against the
government's attempt to raise food
prices by 60 per cent. Thousands of

part in strikes

workers were sacked.

A group of students in the Medica
Institute in Warsaw signed a letter of
protest. They have now been kicked out of

college.

Other students at the university ure being
threstened with the punishment, At least one
student has already been thrown out of Warsaw
University—for making critical remarks about
the regime in & private letter to his wife.

And wniversity lecturers are heing asked to
draw up listy of students who ask awkward

questions in clusses

There are also unconfirmed reports of hun-
dreds ol secondary schoal papils being thrown

out of school,

These wvietimisations have
been taking place as the signs
of economic ¢risis grow more
and more marked

Sugar is already rationed,
l'here are huge queuves for
meat, with housgwives often
finding that the shops have
suld out before they reach the
counter.

Even the Polish sausage isin
short supply. .

And the pgovernment s
warning that this winter there
will be power cuts,

Increases

The government announced
last week that it was post-
poning the re-imposition of
price increases for a vear,

But that will not stop the
shortages which are cutting
workers” living standards.
These are gomng to get worse,

In a speech in Mieclec in
Southern  Poland,Polish
leader Giereck inadvertently
admitted that the crisis had the
same cause as the crises in the

wesl, : X
‘Every nation which
proceeds  with  large in-

vestments.” he said, ‘has
markel problems.’

Like any good capitalist,
Gierek s trying to place the
burden of solving the crisis on
the backs of the warkers.

Terror -but
the workers
fight back

THE MILITARY govern-
ment in Argentina boasts
daily about its success in
murdering left-wing urban
guerrillas,

It is rather quieter about its
killing of rank and file trade
unionists. hundreds of whom
have been butchered in recent
months either by the police or
by police-run  right wing
gangs.,

Yet the government has not
succeeded in smashing the
willingness of workers to fight
back.

The Ford, Fiat, General
Motors and Chrysler. plants
have all been affected as 9000
car workers have defied a ban
on strikes.

Jail

So far the government has

not dared to use a law which
allows it to jail workers for
between one and eight vears
for striking.

0O The government an-
nounced last week that itis
to pay the giant mul-
tinational ITT £1 million
compensation for actions
taken under the previous
government.

"~ Ceniral London
IS Social

Institute of Education,

New Building, 8pm,

this Saturday, 18

September. Live band
and disco. Enfrance
50p.
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Party boss Giere

LAW
AND

goes on

~

k—and the (,,,y[-wm'm he so fears: rioting workers looting a shop in 197

*]

ORDER,

VORSTER
STYLE

‘WE MUST RETURN to conditions of peace’ |
said South African Prime Minister John |
Vorster last week as he unleashed the full
force of his murderous police on
demonstrators, both Black and Coloured, in

Cape Town and other

The batons of the police, though they have
battered thousands of demonstrators fo
unconsciousness, have not stopped the
demonstrations. More and more young people
have come out on the streeis to challenge

apartheid.

As the South African police forces have been

siretched to the limit, so

openly called on white civilians.to ‘have a go' at

black demonsirators.

Over the week-end, white citizens poured out of
their houses to have a pot shot at demonstrators.

'It was great fun’, one sharpshooter told

reporters. Four coloured

and scores of others peppered with shots from

the hunters’ guns.

This is the real face of White South Africa, the
tace Vorster wants to keep. The ‘concessions’
agreed by his Nationalist Parly caucus over the

week-end are a smokesc
repression.

Vorster intends to
allow a few biack men
o play cricket with
whites; to allow
leaseholds for blacks
in the fownships and to
‘improve trading rights’
for Coloureds in Cape
Town.

These 'concessions’ are
insults ro blacks and
Coloured people in
South Africa.

" Their youth are on
the march, and will not
be deflected by the
extension of trading
rights for a handful

of middle-class
collaborators.

cities.

the government has

youths were shot dead

reen for continued
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THE GOODIES
PARTY BOSSES
KEEP TO
THEMSELVES

SOCIALIST Worker has
recently received a first-
hand account of what
happened in the town of
Radom when the Polish
workers struck in June. It
shows why rthey are so
angry at the shortages.

« The workers marched

out on strike and

gathered peacefully outside
the local Communist Party
headquarters. They demanded
that the First Secretary come
out and explain the price
increases to them.?
Several of the officials
shouted back at the workers,
*Go back to work or you will
be forced hack to work’. But

This badge is available from the IS International
Department, 6 Cortony Gardens, London, E2. Price 13p
(plus 6%p postage) or £1.50 for ten, £1 0 for 100. Please
make cheques payable 1o 1S International Fund.

TITEAZING Drmrdesm J L —ERENIE T e |
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MURDER THEN
300,000 STRIKE

SPAIN'S ‘HOT AUTUMN’ has begun. On Monday,
more than 300,000 workers struck against police brutality
in the northern Basque provinces.

Thetowns of Bilbao, Irun. Fuentarrabia and San Sebastiana
were at an almost complete standstill. In two of the suburbs of
Bilbao, Sestao and Basauri. workers built barricades. The strikes
followed the murder of a demonstrator by the police

In the ten months since Franco's death more people have been
killed by the police than in the previous ten years,

But this has not stop
claim to represent Spain's workers from saying it is possible to
hold a ‘dialogue’ with the government.

Leaders of the two main socialist parties, the PSP and the
PSOE (backed by our own Labour Party) and of the small
utiderground union, the UGT, (backed by our own TUC) have
had private talks with the prime minister, Suarez.

And even Camacho, the leading Communist Party member in
the underground workers' commissions, has agreed to talks with
the minister of Labour.

parties and underground unions that

W

after abouot an hour the Firs
Secretary did come ouf.

He said that he would
phone Warsaw to find out the
reason for the price increases

The workers started to wait.
But he did not come out again

After an hour or 50, some of
the workers decided to go in to
look for him. They went from
room to room, but there was
no-one there, It seemed he had
disappeared through the back
entrance,

They did find something.
however. They discovered
rooms full of food and other
goods for sale to Parts
officials— the special party
shops, in fact, that are sup-
posed to have been closed
down years ago.

While the workers queuse
for miserable quantiiles
Jood. the Party bosses wer
living it up.

They emptied the building
of the food, the colowr
televisions and so on, and then
set fire to it.

They were enraged by this
discovery and by the desertion
of the Party Secretary, and
they went (o attack the police
station, :

POLICE

There police attacked the
demonstrators—new, special
police with helmets  and
shields. The inhabitants of
some flats threw furniture and
boiling water on the police.

The arrests began the next
day, after the price increases
had been cancelled, Police
arrested people at random.

You could be arrested jus
for walking through
different part of town carrying
a boftle of wine.

Anyone in the flats from
which things had been throws
at the police was arrested.

Many people were hek
without their relatives being
told where they were. Ane
many workers were sacked
because they appeared ir
photos taken of the
strike and
demonstrations.

paper of the
Socialist Workers
Movement of Ircland
Forlively. interesting and
highly informative
accounts of what's
happening in Ircland,
send 7p plus 7p postage
to the Worker, ¢/0 6
Cottons Gardens,
London, E2, or better
still, take out a
subscription only £1.25
for a year.

Suarez: the enem)
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1he seamen’s

WHAT IS the seamen’s
argument? You don't
see it on television—or
read it in the
newspapers.

But the case is so strong
that it has been upheld even
by a tribunal of the
government’'s own Advisory
Conciliation and Arbitration
Service, ACAS.

- The seamen ciaim they are
entitled to the £6 a week in-
crease which almost all other
trade unionists got in the year
from August 1975 to August
1976. What are the facis?

Last year, a three-man panel
was set up by ACAS to look into
seamen’s pay and conditions.
They were shocked by what
they found.

The seaman’s basic pay for a
seven-day week was only £27.
They were forced to work
ludicrous hours of overiime to
get a living wage.

The rribunal commented: ‘It

IS IS a strike against the state, against the community.
at is at issue here is our national prices and incomes
icy. To accept the seamen’s demand would be to breach
dykes of our prices and incomes policy ...’

bunds familiar, doesn’t it? But it was said ten years ago, by Labour Prime

might be said that what s being
sought in this claim showld have
been provided for over a number of
Vears - [.I.ll" ('u’n’)[l).' ixamonument
e the tack of forward planning.”

The Panel duly made an
award which was intended to
improve some of the worst
aspects of the seamen's con-
ditions.

They proposed a basic rate of
£34 for a 40-hour week.

gt

The shipowners squealed.
They begged the tribunal not to
insist on immediate payment of
the pay rise.

The ftribunal agreed. They
allowed the owners to pay the
rise in three stages—in July last
year, in January this year and in
July this year.

The National Union of
Seamen prolested. At one
stage, they even threatened a
sirike ballot. Eventually they
accepted the staged increases
‘for the good of the nation'.

Ax a result, every seaman lost

ister Harold Wilson. He was talking on television on 16 May 1966, the
hung night of the first-national seamen's strike for 50 vears.

( May 1966, an able seaman carned £13.70 for a 56-hour week. Scamen were among ]
NtRRRRRRRRRRRRRRewmeW?, the lowest paid workers in
w2 the country —and
; shipowners were among
plunteers : : the richest emplovers.

N\

the Socialist Worker
epective parliamentary
ididates Ken Appleby,
imingham Stechiord)
: Jimmy McCallum
pisall North)
pth - candidates are in
ent need of volunteers
help the campaign. Es-
pally welcome are
#isis, workers with
lorcars and motorbikes.
_will be campaigning
pughout October and
iy November,

you have an aulumn
's holiday, why not
pd it in the Midiands?
gividuals who can
bd a weekend, a day or
#vening are urged lo
E

baders and supporters
Socialist Worker are
B2 1o give time to the
Paign

Labour's ‘incomes
policy’,  which limited
wages to three per cent
increases cach vear, had
been drawn up ‘to protect
the lower paid’,

fts real purpose was to
protect the paower and wealth
ol the central bankers and the
class whose wealth they held

The: money went
inte the

£300 in wages
straighi
pockers,

That rise covered the year
July 1975 to July 1976. H was
agreed before the TUC signed
the £6 freeze policy,

This year, the seamen’s un-
ion applied for their £6 rise.
The chairman of last year's
arbitration tribunal, Professor
Thomasen of Cardiff University,
made it clear that he believed
the seamen were perfectly en-
titled to a further claim this year.

But the TUC and the Labour
government said they couldn't
get a penny! Instead, said the
TUC, they would have to wait
until next January for their next
rise. And even then they would
only be able to get four and a
half per cent—which works out
at £3.80.

This means every seaman will
lose another £220—on top of
the £300 they lost iast year.
Again the money goes straight
into the shipowners' pockets.

Why? Because, say the TUC,
some of their rise last year was

empliovers'

1966: How the TUC
sold them

paid in January, and the pay
policy only allows one pay rise a
year!

In other words, if the seamen
had got their full rise when they
were entitled to get it—in July
last year—they would be get-
ting the £6 now.

Even though £8 million more
would have been paid out in
wages. the TUC would not have
protested.

®o

Bul because they agreed to
sacrifice part of their wage rise
last year, they are now being
fold by the TUC to sacrifice all
their wage rise this year!

Naturally. the seamen regard
this policy as outrageous non-
sense. That's why they voted—
in the teeth of opposition from
the Press, the Government and
the TUC—for strike action to
back their claim.

That's why they expect
their vote in the ballot to be
translated into action.

last time...

report

Cheers greet the news outside the seamer

B

Flashback to. 1966 the seamen were ho

Showdown

Davis,
The

William
edior  of
wrate:

‘The Central
thoroughly
government's

Sinancial
Cruardian,

Bankers
approve the
stand  agamst
seamen, They have alwavs
urged Mr Wilsan to have a
showdown with the unions,
and indeed this has been the
major condition of all the
suppot! operations,”

Fhe 'suppart organisations’

THE BBC L

IF ANYONE needed proof
that the BBC has a built-in
bias against the union rank
and file. they only had to
watch the Nine o'clock
News on 8 September—the
day the seamen announced
their strike.
] story was the-‘lcad’
! by the editors as the
riant of the day, It
4 T Ics

By PAUL FOOT

meant  the thousands of
miliians Jent by the bankers to
keep British capitalism going

In return, the bankers
wanted to see thousands ol
trade unionists broken

The seamen were tough
adversaries. They were angry
at their low pav and shocking
conditions,

They supported their ex-
scutive’s  strike ' call  with

militancy and enthusiasm no-
one had expected
For ten davs, Wilson relied
on appeals and threats
. On 26 May, he set up a
‘committce of inguiry' into the
seamen’s case, [ reported on 8
June, recommending u 40-
hour week the following vear.
The seamen wanted the 40-
hour week immediately,
their  leaders

and
rejected  the

By our Broadcasting Correspondent

well vold

Of those nine minutes, cight
minutes  fifty seconds were
about the ‘irresponsibilitics’ of
the union leadership, about
the damaging cffect it would
have an the sconomy,

Chaos

I'o ram the point home, the
BBC even did an expensive
whipround of the various

ts, with a reporter in cach
graphically  the

escribing

possible chaos and how vital
export orders would be hit,

To round the item off, the
BBC's . economic ‘expert’.
Dominick Harred, was
wheeled in 1o adsess the effect
on the pound, the balance of
pavments, the stock market
and the City

At the end. the viewer was
left with the impression that
the sirikers were nothing short
of criminal.

And whar of them, what
ahory their case.. Thar was

then  threw
everyihing into the artack. In
the Commuons, he denounced
the strike as a conspiracy by a
Wightlv-knit group of
politicallv-motivaied men',

The Press joined in the
witch-hunt. T'he Guardianand
The Observer were shown the
Special Branch files on NUS
militants,

Yel. on the very day that
Wilson made his statement,
the NUS sirike com ee in
South” Shislds organised u
ballot of their membership.

Wilsan

KNDS A HAND

dismissed  in exactly ten
seconds. half a sentence,

True enough, Jim Slater
was interviewed (for a total of
one minute 19 seconds). He
was asked about the narrow
majority for the strike, about
the niext moves in the dispute

Blatant

Even if he did get a chance
to explain the scamen's case, it
was cut out,

The whale exercise was one
of the most blatant examples
of media manipulation BBC
News has ever underduken,

(09 voted to stay on strike;
43 1o return ta work.
In  Liverpool
Muanchester,
Glasgow und  Southumpton
mass  meetings  voted  wn-

arumotsfy 1o sty on Stnke

Wilsony smears. and the
Press hate campaign, would
net have broken the strike on
their own

Hull.
Sunderland,

Bul Wilson had a secret
weapon:  the trade  union
leaders,

On the day the seamen

rejected  the  report,  Vie
Feather, deputy general
SEC ry of the TUC, called
the seamen's leaders 10 Con-
gress House to tell them thit

the. TUC did not support
them

mem
]JOS‘ the P
l"-!‘.
George Woodeock, TUC not o
general seeretary, [lew back on 1
lrom  holday in Majorca, NUS
cilled the seamen’s executive recon

in again, and told them to go I

back o work, had
Waadcock rtold the Inter- dent
natianal Transport Warkers Urtions
Federation that the seamen’s way &
strike  had last the TUCY Crec

support decie

Harry Nicholas and Jack siclpr
lones, the leaders of the W
Transport  gnd  Genera! secred

Warkers: Union. urged their ed he




ation HQ of

iterthen the TUC ot o

ided by the Press—and the Labour governmen.

lqus;in £ million paid out by Britain’s three leading
" =l ‘ﬁhimwa‘:ﬂm@es v
4 British and

oor amhqun ) Ocullf showed profits i Iw-”how{m‘m
Fummwmmnmmw STy I trer

Ogean
Transport

S i -
g

s i the docks 10 keep
s al work.
ressure hegan tatell
he rank and file—but
right-wingers on the
Executive, Wilson
| in his memoirs!
ke to Ted HL who
iy resiced ay presi-
F the  Bodermakers'
By o strange rude he
pember of the NUS
¢ as o frustee. He
(o throw Ry con-
Wk inro the frav”
noalso records that
CCLINgGS” Were 4rrang-
pen the right-wingers

On 29 June. the NUS
executive  collapsed.  They
recommended  a  return Lo

work on terms which were no
better and I some  cases
even  worse—than  Pearson
had recommended three
weeks earlier,

The recommendation
was bitterly resisted at rank
and file meetings all over
the country.

But before long the

seamen trickled back to
work.

) H'lrf'*l.

FACT:

The seamen works,
on average, 28 hours
of overtime a week.
That means he works
ten hours a day,
seven days a week.
Remember that next
time you read about
the £80-a-week
seamen.

QUOTE:

That old market
adage - '‘Never Sell
On A Strike’ - may
apply more than ever
to shipping shares.
Until that strike
decision spoilt
everything, market
sentiment had been
moving strongly in
favour of shipping
shares.

London Evening
Standard (Article entitled
‘P&O will see you through
the squall’) 8 September,

A pickel is roughed ”l’... but the ;no.a't'

weren't their only enemies.

., CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACISM WITH SOCIALIST WORKER

CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACISM WITH SOCIALIST WORKER CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACISM WITH SOCIALIST WORKER

CiSome of the 4,000 people who turned out in the
pouring rain on Saturday to demonstrate agains! the

Fascists in Blackburn.

The march, which was supported by a number of
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confront the National Froni at
fascists were holding a meeting.

3404934 001Ny UYOF B4NING

trade union branches, ended with a packed rally.
Hundreds of International Socialists went 1o on to to

a school where the

POLICE BEAT UP
HOMELESS ASTAN

POLICE raided a

Aldgate, East London, where a
young Bengali and his homeless

family are squatting,

‘You black bastards had better
come to the police station,' they

told Mr Amir, his wife and baby.

The police hurled more racist abuse
at .them and demanded to see Mr
Amir's passporl. He has been in
England since he was ten.

‘I'hey searched my room: while |
found my passport,’ he said. "When |
asked them why they said “shut up. you

flat in

station for

they told

“They’ve turned my son
Into a prison shuttlecock’

A BLACK youth sent to
Borstal following Bonfire

Night disturbances in
Leeds last year is being
treated ‘like a
shuttlecock’,

After being convicted in
July, 15-year-oid Claud
Henrickson was rushed (o
Armley Prison in Leeds,

He wus supposed to stay
only for a day until the
authorities could take himto
a Borstal,

Instead Claud found
himself confined to a prison
cell for the next fortnight!
He was let out of his cell only
1o sandpaper bed-steads in
the prison working shed,

Wait

‘Armley was not the place
for a youth especially as he
hadn't done anything', said
Mrs Henrickson. Armley s
noted for being over-
crowded.

Claud is appealing but has
to wait until the judges come
back from their summer
recess!

After Armley, he was
taken to the Borstal Alloca-
tion Centre in Manchester to
have his conduct assessed,
Julie Broadbent, who has
been living next door to the
Henricksons for six years,
said:

‘He's not at all n violent
child. The school report on
Claud’s conduct was totally
unjust—yet another case of
stereotyping  West Indian
vouth,

More

*Claud should not be put
through such an ordeal.’

Said  Mrs Henrickson:
*Claud has done two months
and they still haven't found
him a Borstal. He is beinp
moved around like a shuttle-
cock.’

Last week Clavd was
brought back to Armley!

At the allocation centre.
Claud is allowed one half-
hour visit @ month., Mrs
Henrickson urges readers of
SW to write letters of sup-
port while he waits for the
Appeal to come up.

The address is: CLAUD
HENRICKSON No.
853468, Borstal Allocation
Centre, 1 Southall St..
Manchester 3.

Socialists remove a Naztslogan pamted on a black family's house
in Burley, Leeds. Although local people knew who had done ii—
a member of the British National Pariy—rthe police wouldn't
take any action and the council did nothing when asked to
remave it

A FASCIST? WHO

-THE NATIONAL PARTY have been
chased from the streets of Gravesend in
Kent.

Last Saturday they didn't even dare show
their faces, let alone try to sell their paper or
distribute leaflets.

And although the National Fromt had
promised the local press and radio that they
would also turn up, there wis no sign of them
cither,

The fascists know from their experience
over the past three weeks that the local Asians
and Socialist Worker sellers are well organis-

SW. Regular

High Street pub

cunt”. They dragged me down the stairs
and punched me though 1 did not resist
them. They told me 1 was not allowed in
the country.

Mr Amir was kept at the police

five hours until some friends

phoned. ‘When | asked for a lawyver

me to “mind my
business”,” he said,

‘l was beaten up at the
station and threatened with
six months in jail. They told
me (o sign a statement but
wouldn't tell me what was in

own

it,

*My wife was made tosign
a statement in English
although she doesn't unders-
tand the language.'

No evidence was found
against Mr Amir and he was
allowed to leave,

Now his wife is too
frightened to go out of the
house to find soméewhere to
live.

Did you see
these three?

. THREE Asian comrades
from the Sheffield
Rotherham area arrested
an the 11 July demo
against racism are - still
without witnesses.

Two girls from London
definitely witnessed the_
melee off Trafalgar Square
towards Whitehall,

Please contact; Simon
Turner 0742
584561 /585910

ME?

NP propagands und racist slogans haye
been effectively countered by mass sales of
patrols by
demoralised the fascists and prevented them
from building local support,

One National Party individual walked into a

Asians  have

this week, All the repulars

ignored him. When confronted by some anti-
fascists, he blabbered that he had nothing to do
with the National Party really. he had just been
asked to sell their paper for the past month,

However, he soon realised that he wusn't
welcome and quickly Teft,

CAMPAIGN OFFER

Ten copies for £12 (cover price £16.50)
for three weeks pre-publication only

ABORTION
IN DEMAND

A book that stands uncompromisingly for the right
of women to control their own fertility, to choose
abortion is they wish, or to bear children in
circumstances that making rearing them a
creative act

from

PIUtO Press Unit 10, Spencer Court,

7 Chalcot Road, London NW1
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42 RIGHT
TO WORK
MARCHERS
JOIN [
-AND THIS
IS WHY

RAWLE LOUIS was in
the Army for 8'2 years.
Since he came out two
months ago, he’s been
unemployed, despite
holding City and Guilds
qualifications as a welder.
He joined the International
Sacialists while on last week’'s
Right to Work march. He told
Socialist Worker why:

I was going Lo ask tojoin

before, On the march 1
looked and see what's going
on. | sat down and listened to
evervthing and I like what they
were doing so | decided to be
part of it

Rawile Lowuts: I was really proud

Socialist Worker NEWS

What I like mast of all was
the way everything was
organised. How everyone got
on so well like unity, you
know what | mean. I was
really proud of that.

I used to be with another
group—the Young Socialists.
But [ didn't like the way they
were going about things. 1S 18

more towards the point. We

go right towards it,
For a start. the IS believes
that everybody is equal. Black

and white, We believe in unity.
That's why 1 was strongly
attracted to it, Now I'm going
to try and get some ol my
friends to join.

When 1 rcad the paper,
Socialist Worker, that says it
exactly as it is. The ather
papers have the perspective all
wrong

We in IS support the Right
to. Work Campaign. The

march wouldn't have happcn-
ed if 1S hadn't got behind it?

LEEDS: 25 new members

LEEDS HAS always been
a difficult town for
socialists betause of its

backward trade union
movement and small and
scattered shopfloor

organisation. But we are
having some success.
In the last three months, we

By Brian Corrigan

haye recruited 25 new
members. Sales of Socialist
Worker have gone up by more
than 100 a week. |

We sell in town on Satur-
days, lLast week sales there
were around the 70 mark—an

How do | go about joining?

DEAR COMRADE,

Could you send me some
information on the Inter-
national Socialist Party
Organisation? 1 have recently
dropped out of the Com-
munist Party due to vanous
reasons and would like to join
a group that is actually con-
cerned in the fight for working
class controk

The Communist ideal these
days seems (o be 1o legislate
for ‘social justice” and full

employment, This seems to me
to be upside down.

1 don't

SOCIALIST
WORKER is a
revolutionary
paper that
seeks to
organise ils
supporters
around the
following
principles:

want o sec socially-aware
party bosses in  Whitchall
plaving the game by the same
rules,

['ve just finished reading the
debate between Jimmy Mc-
Callum and Brian Davies in
Socialist Worker and it seems
to sum things up perfectly.

If you could send me the
address of the Merseyside
branch secretary. I'd like to
join.

Yours fraternally.
Tom MeGarrity
Birkenhead, Liverpool

improvement of about 40 on
our sales three months ago.

We took up the idea of
visiting local newsagents.
Already 15 newsagents have
taken the paper and are selling
about 50 a week,

We have built 1S steadily
because of our consistent
stand against the National
Front and the British National
Party (our own local brand of
Nazis),

We have come into contact
with many school-leavers and
unemploved through our
waork with the Right to Work
Campaign,

During the usually slack
holiday period, we have
managed fo increase our
intervention on all fronts,

In the next few weeks, with
many of our members coming
back into activity., we. can
speed up the process of
building a strong working
class socialist organisation in
Leeds.

But  the Campaign was
people from all parties, We
want all of them 1o help. They
don't have (o be in IS. But we
wan! them o come together.

When [ set off on the march,
my mum wasn't toon pleased.
But last night when | saw her,
she was,

Yesterday, when | went to
sign on at thedole they weren't
going to let me because | wasa
day late. So I said, 'l have just
come from the Right 1o Work
march, 1 have just marched all
the way to Brighton for the
benefit of all of us who are
unemploved.”

All the people waiting in the
queue started shouting at him
and saying I was right. So he
decided ta let me sign on, | was
proud of it

We are having a littie 1S
meeting tonight. And
temorrow | am going to sell
some  Socialist Workers in
Stratford, in the shopping
precinct,

PROUD

| am going to the football
later so | will take some with
me.

Then next Tuesday we are
going to this meeting in Hford
where Denis Healey is speak-
ing and we will give hima few
ghowers.

People - are heginning- 1o
take some notice of us. Like
the Daily Mirror said today:
IS —sign of the times,

O 42 Right lo Work
marchers joined IS on Mon-
day after a Socialist Worker
discussion.

Notices for What's On
should be posted to reach
Socialist Worker by first post
on the WMonday befare
publication. Adverts will
NOT be accepted by phone
Send to: What's On. SW,
Corbridge Works, Corbridge
Crescent, London E2 8DS.

SOCIALIST
WORKER
MEETINGS

ORMSKIAK SW Public Meetings.
Evary Tuesday a1 8pm. Cwic Hall
Committee Rooms.

NEWPORT . Socialist Worker
discussion group meetings: Every
Wednesday, Som, The Vuican, Lawer
Dock Street

22 September: REFORM OR
REVOLUTION?

28 September: THE FIGHT FOR
RANK AND FILE DEMOCRACY 9

6 October: THE FIGHT FOR THE
RIGHT TO WORK

13 Oclober. THE HISTORY OF THE
INTEANATIONAL SOCIALISTS

20 Octabar! 1S RUSSIASOCIALIST?

27 Oclober IHRELAND, THE
TROOPS OUT MOVEMENT, AND THE
PREVERTION DF TERRORISM ACT

3 Novembar Public meelsny 10
commemorate the Chartist march on
Ncwpur‘ Speaker 10 be announced

10 Novamber GAY LIBERATION,

WOMEN'S LIBERATION AND THE
FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM

GLASGOW Soclalist  Worker
discussion meatings on THE
MEANING OF MARXISM, A saras
on tha politics of the Imarnational
Soctalists, organsed by Ciydabank
and Alblon Motoes branches of IS
Every second Tuesdgay at 7.30pm
Small Public Hall, junction of Fore
Streat and Henrietta Street
Scotstoun

Tuesday 2B Septamber: THE STATE
AND HEVOLUTION SEn:akel Harry
ricShane Ipresident, Govan AUEW,
and secrelaty ol the Scottish
Unemployed Workers Movement in
the 19305,

Tuesdasy 12 QOctober. THE
STRUGGLE AGAINST FASCISM AND
RACISM  Speaker. WHan  Bowsll
iCiydeside Socialist Warker
peganiser)

Tuesday 26 October: THE NEED
FOR A REVOLUTIONARY \"ORKERS

PARTY -BUILDING HE
INTERNATIONAL SOC(ALISTS
Speakar:  Jimmy  McCallum  (ex

AUEW TASS convenar, John Broawn
Enginaering. Clydabank, and Sacsalist
Woarker prospective  candidate for
Walssll Narth)

CENTRAL LONDON Sociafist
Waorker meetings on sexual politics
Roebuck pub, Tottenham Court Roxd,
London WC1, on alternate Thyrsdays
at 7pm

30 September: The apprassion of
guy workers, Sceexer Dave Widgery

14 Octobor: Lesbisns—the double
oppression. Speaker Sybil Cack

2B October. Parsonal Life In
capitalism. Speaker Joy Leman

11 Noyember: The abartion cam
pagn. Which Way Now? Speaker
Garry Matthews

25 Nowember: Working Women
Under Artack. Speaker Irane Brauge!.

9 December. Socialists and
housework, Spaaker (o be conlirmad

CHESHIRE Socialist Worker discus-
sion group: Fourth series af
meatings

Thursday 23 Septembsr Russie
and Eastern Europe-is it socialist?

Thursday 7 October: The Famuly—
should socialists argue for jts aboli-
llgn and wih what should we replace
a

All meetings stact at 7.30pm i the
Raitway Inn, Brook Street. Chester
itwe minutes from railway station,
just off Hoole Street). All welcome,

BRADFORD Sogialist Worker
Teachers public meeting: Why do
trade union leaders gall 0ul? Speaker
Ken Appleby Thursday 30
Seplember, 7.30pm, Meating Room
1, Communal Building Bradford
Universiy

BRADFORD Socialist Worker
Teschers have regular meetings
every Thursday evening at 7 20pm
Discussion of activies and political
pducation  In. Meating Room 1,
Cammunal SBullding, Bradlord
University

WHATS ON

HEMEL MEMPSTEAD Socialist
Worker public mseting: WHICH WAY
TO SOCIALISM? Spesker - Jimmy
McCallum  (Socialist  Worker's
praspactive parliamentary candidate
for Waisall North). Wedneggay 29
September, Bpm, Rase an® Crown
(larga room), Old High Straat, Hemel
Hempstead. All welcome

BARNSLEY SW public mesting: Call
this o Labour Government? Spesker:
Duncan Hallas {aditor, IS |;)urnal)
Thursday 23 September, 7.15pm
Rising Sun, Sheffield Road

HALIFAX SW public meeting: The

ravalutionary party  Speaker. Tony
Clifr. Friday 156 October, 8

HULL SW public meeting: Which
way 10 socialsm? Speaker: aul Faot,
Wednesday 20 Octobar, 8pm,
Stevedores and  Dockars  Club.

Posterngate, off Princess Dock Side

NEWHAM - SW public mseting
Southern Africa In Crisis. Speaker;
Chen Chimitemgwende |Executive
Committee,  ANCy Thursday 23
September, 7.45pm, The Rajlweay
Tevern, Forest Gate (Forest Gate BR
Statian)

DARLINGTON SW public meeting:
The Socialist Altermative. Speaker:
Jmmy McCallum (SW prospactive
candideie, candidate, Walsal Norih)
Tuesday 21 Septamber, 7 30pm,
Public Library.

CHESTER SW public mesting: Can
tha Labour Party bring socialism?

Speaker. Tony Clift Tuesday 12
October, 7.30pm, Labour Club, Upper
Northgate St {near Fountains Roun-
dabout). Admission 10p. Tickets from
SW saliars

CLEETHORPES SW readars mest
every Sunday at Z Mill Roed, 3pm:. AJ|
walcame,

PETERBOROUGH SW discussion
aroups meet regularty. Phone Peter
votough 61685

TOWER HAMLETS education
meetings: fortnightly series begins
Waednesday 22 Septembar, 8pm, at
Oxford Houss, Derbyshire Steeet, E2
on The Struggle in South Africa,

EDINBURGH SW discussion group
meets evary Saturday, 11.30am,
Tracas Council, 14 Picardy Place.
Opan to &ll SW raaders. For turther
information, phone Paniculk 72818

LUTON SW anti-racist Committee
public meeting: Stop the racists,
Wadnesday 22 September, 7
International Centre, Old Be rd
Road. Lutan.

NOISS

Would IS members and SW roaders
studying at SOUTHAMPTON from
October 1976 pleass contact M
0'Gorman.  JCR, Southampton
University, Southampten. Hanis

LEICESTER /LOUGHBOROUGH:
All IS members studying «n thass
aress next year |76- 77| please contace
11 Edward Road, Leicester.

NOISS CENTRAL LONDON Day
School:  Swudents in  the  class
..lru gle.  Sunday 3 Oclober
am. Cantral London Poly. Mare
dﬂmls fater, Al Central London
NQISS members should attend.

EDINBURGH: Would all IS members
and SW supporiers starting at Moray
House Collega, Edinburgh, this term
please contact Colin Turbett, ¢/o
Muoray House, SRC, Holyrood Road,
Edinburgh. as 5000 a5 possbie

NOISS extended national com-
mittee: All NOISS NC members plus
one delegate per IS Saciety, In Lon-
dan, Saturday 20 Octaber. Details
from Linadsay German 01-738 1878

WILL ALL IS students and sym-
pathisers coming 1o Manchester
University contact Univ IS Soc, c/oTU
Books, 260 Deansgate, Manchester?

WILL ALL 1S mambers and supporters
starting at Edinburgh University this
tarm contact IS Sec. ¢/0 21 Hill Placs,
Edinburgh?

WHERE WE STAND

of Toachiave sacialism,
the most miltant sec
of tons of the working
class have o be
arganised into a
revolutionary socialist
party
Such a party can only
be built by activity in
the mass organisations
of the working class

WILL ALL IS students and supparters
studying at either of the two
Chalmsford cofléges this tecm pleass
contact Geoff Eilen, Chelrnsford
591292

INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALISTS

SW LONDON SW Introduction to
IS, Courses for new membiers, avery
Weadnesday. 8pm, at Minet Library,
Knatchbull Read. London, SES

29 Sept: What ara wa fighting foe?
Speakaer: Sandra Peers

6 Oct: Role of working class
movemem

3 Oct: Building a revolutionary

23 Oct: IS and the Labour
movement
27 Oct: The palitics of IS

CHESTER SW Day Schaool: for naw
membars of IS Spesker: Duncan
Halles, Sunday 17 Octobar, in
Chaster. Agends: 17am-1pm What
does IS stand for? Principéas and
tadens of 1S 1-2pm Lunch 2-
330pm How do we gchieve the
ravoiution? IS stratagy, Rank and File
Moavement, mass revolutionary party.
3.30-4pm Taa. 4-5.230pm How da 1S
members pul this strategy In1o prac-
tice on the shopflaor, in the offices
and on the dole quaues?

Creche and playgrous facilities will
be-available, Because of the cost, ¢
charge of £1 a head {unesmpleyed 30p)
will be made. Further details, sgens
das, reading lsts atc available from
Cnastar 1S, ¢/0 6 Cottlans Gardens,
London, E2 Pigces are Umited 50
branchas and ingividual comrades aro
adyised (o baok early

CHESHIRE & SHROPSHIRE dis-
trict meating for all mémbers: Thurs
day 16 Septamber, Bpm sharp The
Angel, Victoria Street, Craws (in town
centre). Agenda: 1 1S and parligmen-
tary elections (with. CC spuaker]

2 Loca!l  reports, 3 Bection  of
natienal council delagate.  All
members In  Chaster, Wraxham,

Crewe and Shrewsbury to sttend
Oelegates from Telfard, Macclesfield
and surrounding branchas welcome

IS Political Ecanomy Group:
Weaekend school, 25-26 Sapt Mike
Kidron on world  capitalism, - Colin
Barker on falling rata of profit, Pater
8inns on crisis In state capitalism
Accommadation ‘and creche
avallable  Dept of Politics, Leeds
Univarsity, For detalls and boaking.
sand SAE or ghone Colin Barker. 1
Chatfield Rosd, Manchester 21 1061
881 10701,

1S BADGES: 50p sach fram National
Troasurer, Infernational Socialists, €
Cottons Gardens, London; £2,

PﬂAGATl the International
S lists' paperin 8 1i, out now
l«ssue no 2|, Contents: Stenahouse,
Walssll by-election, police viclence
and tha state, anti-racist actiens, the
Right 1o Work Compa?n ate. Coples

{inciuding pasmgel 12p far one, 70p
for ten, £15 Ordars 1o
Pragat,, ¢/o 6 Conone Gardans,

Londen, E2, Chequas/POs must be
made payable 10 C Knowles

URGENT APPEAL FOR
WITNESSES: Waukt anyone who
saw the incigants leading up 1o the
arcst of theae Pakistani comrades
Iram Rother hans and Sheffiald on the
Central  London antiracist
demonstration on 11 July, plaase
phane 0742.685910, for you may ba’
able 10 halp ther defence.

ISWOMEN'SWEEKEND §CHOOL:
Change of date to 2-3 October, in
Manchester. Detsils of schoo! will be
sent d«.vdec;h 1o those who bhave
registern one Margarot Renn (01-
739 1878} or wm.ngw 6 Co“(gn:
Gargens, London E2, it you haven't
vel registorad Please book places
naw,

COMRADE nands place to s
g‘oestsn London. Phone Charlatte 67

IS AUSTRALIA GROUP public
mweting: Crisis in Australia. Speaker
from the Australian Internatonal
Sacialists. Monday 20 Saptember,
7 30pm, The Roebuck, Tottenham
Court Road, Longon WCT,

INDEPENDENT THERE IS NO a workers’ militia workers from one political  equality
WORKING-CLASS PARLIAMENTARY At most, parliamen- country against those women
ACTION: ROAD tary activity can be from other countries The experience
used to make We oppose raciahsm Russia demonstrates
The structures ofthe  propaganda ' aganst  and imperalism We  that a socialist revolu
present parhament the present system oppose all immigration ton cannot Survive in
The workers create army. police and Only the mass action of controls isolation In one coun
all ”‘9. wealth under judictary  cannot  be  the workers We support the right  try
capitalism A NeW aken over and usedby themselves can of black people and Russia, China and
society can only be  yhe workingclgss. They  destroy the system other oppressed Eastern Europe are not
"0"51”,"“““' Wh(:ﬂ E'“"_V grew up under . INTER- groups to organise  spcialist, but  state
collectively seize con capitalism and are NATIONALISM their own defence. \We 7 capitalist
trol of that wealth and  gegigned to protect the support -~ all  genuine We  support the
plan its production and ruling classes against The, struggle for ARG “bem“o"‘ 3 Ieé oEWorkors m‘
distnbution the workers 3 socialism is part of a rn‘nvprnemr. 1hes%gcoumnesa ;
waorld-wide B g AR REASS

REVOLUTION

NOT REFORM i
The present system

cannot be patched up,

or reformed, as the

established Labour and
trade  union leaders
say It has o be

overthrown.

The waorking class
needs an entirely
different kind of state
a workers' stale based
upon councils of
workers delegates and

struggle.
We campaign for
sohdarity with workers
in other countries.
We oppose
everything which turns

We are for an end to all
forms of discrimination
against homasexuals

We are: for real,
socidl, econoimic and

the bureaucratic ruling
class.
THE

REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

If you want to know more about Socialist Worker and the
International Socialists, fill in the form on page 15.

We have 1o prove in
practice 1o other
workers that reformist
leaders and reformist

+deas are opposed 1o

their own interests

We have to build a
rank and tile movement
within the unions.

We  urge 3all those
who - agree with our
palicies to join with us
in the strugale to build
the revolutionary party

Calling all typists

.S

NEEDS
YOU!!

Efficient typist
needed for
interesting and
varied work.
Apply Box T,
Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent,
London E£2




REMEMBER the corruption
Dan Smith,

stink—Poulson,
and company?

How did they build up their empire?
In his book No Shining Armour*, an
x~MP Eddie Milne gives the answer,
The Labour Party heiped them!
Eddie tells how councillors and MPs
sucked up to such bandits, Ted Short, for
example. once had a whip-round to meet
Smith's legal costs. And Michael Ward,
former Transport House official, now MP
for Peterborough. worked for him 1o the

[96()'s.

Nationally, the party set up
‘wn army of paid lieutenantsin
the ‘Town Halls." Indeed, a
barrister  at  the  Poulson
bankruptey hesring aid that
there wasn't ‘an alderman ot
councillor in the North-East
corner of England that Mr
Poulson didn’t know.'

The Labour members who
serviced the corruption
bandwagon -~ were not
necessarily eriminats, but Ed-
die Milne rightly thought that,
for so-called socialists, they
kepl strange company. But,
until the fisst arrests, his calls
for public investigations were
ignored.

Labour leaders Cailaghan
and Wilson, he claims, owed
less loyalty to workers ‘thanto
the cronies they had around
them.” Cronies like Sir Julian

Haodge, Callaghan's banker
pal, 2
On the left.lan Mikardo,

founder of a booming export
husiness, ‘managed 10 keep the
others quiel’ at one crucial
stage. while ‘sell-styled
democrats like Frank Allaun,
and others. ran for cover,”
Because Eddie Milne trod
on too many toes, the Labour
Party gave him the boot—but

not hefore @ vicious smear
campaign. And the
shopworkers' union USDAW
promptly stopped his pension
rights—unlike the General
and Municipal Workers® Un-
ion  which gave Durham
gangster Alderman Andrew
Cunningham about £60 a
week pension, after he was
convicted.

Undaunted, Milne tought

Eddie Milne's election viciory in 1974

Poulson brothel

by DAVID BUNCH, who quit Labour last year to join the International Socialists

the February 1974 clection as
Independent Labour, winning
by 6140 votes after a nasty
four<ornered fight, Wilson
rewarded Labour loser Ivor
Richard with an almost £300-
a-week job @t the United
Nations.

The following October,
Milne lost by 78 dubious
votes—a lepal case is going on

Poster by Victor Burgin, taken from Camerawork, the  magazine produced by the left-wing Haf’

Photography Workshop, 35p (including postaze), from Hali * Mouon, 27 Alie Street, Lond,

Whatdoes

posse

SSION

mean to you.?

ofour popu lation
<

5 ()f( ur »\‘U&kih

The Lrarsamss, & 154

iy El

now—tn fox-hunting barrister
John Ryman—described by
the Daily Mirror as ‘the only
Labour MFP who puts his
riding boot into- his mouth
every time he opens it

Eddie may make the Com-
mons again—his supporters
won seats receatly on Blyth
Council. But, meanwhile, we
have his book. Unfortunatels,
it is often boring and pettv—
sometimes  lapsing into a
Mary Whitehouse-type of self-
righteousness.

Itis alse naive. Although he
calls himself a socialist, Eddie
seems surprised that police
and press act as puppets for
the ruling class,

At times, he comes over like
a vicar who, waltzing into a
brothel, is puzzled to find
evervhody with their trousers
down’

Ihis naivety leads to silly
statements,

He claims, for instance, to
have served afl of his con-
stituents icrespective of party.
How s this possible? The
inreeests  of Bivth’s  bosses
were-—and  are- -poles apart
from the warkers they exploit

Bureaucratic

In any case, ay he found out,
parliament isirrelevant. [twas
Poulsen going bust that blew
the lid off the bribery racket
not Milne’s sniping from the
backbenches.

Eddie’s philosophy? Make
pawertul  peopie  behave
decently, then evervthing will
he rosy

So  he quotes  Herbert
Morrison and gives the last
word, literally. to Gearge
Bernard Shaw. What have
they to do with socialism?
Moarrison was u bumbling,
bureancratic zombie; Shaw, a
shrivelled-up  geriatric
plavboy.

No! In a elasy sociely,
authority will not, as Eddw
touchingly pleads, make way
for ‘men of goodwill'. They
have 1o be driven out, Thar
means changing the sysiem—
nai cleaning & up!

Heroes

Why does Eddie churn out
such drivel? The answer lies in
his adoration of herees, Jim-
mmie = Maxton,the lovable
Clydeside orator, Bob Simillie,
a legendary miner MP in the
1920’s Nye Bevanthe Welsh
giant admired by Michael
Foot, himself a modern, f
jaded, hero - they all pop up
in the book's 200-plus pages,

Yet, apart from glory, they
achieved little. Why?

An old Fabian fraed, R H
Tawney, glimpsed the truth
when, in 1934, he wrote that,
‘'You cannot skin a live fiper
paw by paw; vivisection is its
trade and it does the skinning
first,

Exactlv! Milne is the latest
of a long Tine of corpses that
thought otherwisc

What is more. heroes pre-
vent workers from liherutizg
themselves. As Tuny Chif 1
volume one of hiy sawll

{ ] el t -

SOCIALIST WORKER 18 Sgptember 1976 11

Eddie Milne is no ditferent
If he were sifl a Labour
MP . would he be on the streets
fighting the National Fron(?
Or flogging Sacialist Worker
to the Westminster canteen
stalt?

We must salute Eddie
Milne’s courage in fighting
corruption. But that should
nat blind us to the weakness of
his politics,

For socialists, there are
more important things to
do than plaving cowboys
and Indians  with the
Labour party.

* NO SHINING
ARMOUR, by Edward
Milre, Calder. £1.95

Kerry Recruit'

cus,

Chorus:

Chorus:

Chorus

Chorus

white,
Fet'’s siand
{rid vey
iy

frecl hrudild actalisee o

=
b1l
)
a
|
!

a8 I

PRI -
VIE' "

SATURDAY:
The politics &
wits of R
ate featu
AQUARIUS
10.45pm)

as)

SUNDAY:
By far’' the
[-; rammcon !
FAWLTY
(BRC-1) Tin
episode s
celebration at i
guest house,
HBC-2 begin

s *1.Clat
the gloricus R
pire and b
struggles  with
be warth watch

MONDAY:
OPEN DOOR
starts a week-lon
pragrammes ab
poal tanight, st
housing. During
the week
programmes orn
the women's n
education and v
ment in the city

THURSDAY:
The political pos
the National |
examined in RIC,
THE FRONT
Four). It shoul!
teresting.
DEATH IN
(BBC-2), bha .

biography of M
worth watching
Dirk Bogarde in

Thomas L

HEss
101118
RS
ek’s
day
juay

part
thert
bout
Em-
iWer

would

I3C-2)
ies of
iver-

2 with
:stof
dre
ulism,
cment,
v[\lo.\"

won of
nt s
HT AT
Radio
be ine

NICE
on
‘nn's
der, 1§
It stars
of his

finest performanc:s

|
f
s

DOLE
QUEUE
RECRUI"

Sung to the tune of the traditional Irish folk =~

Abour six months age | was working at ms
I'd just been promoted to the highest grac
When along came the government and their

And now I'm on the dole gnd it's driving m:

To hell with the cuts, 1o hell with the cuts,
Thix hloody crisis is driving me nuts.

So | went down to the dole to see what coulu
And the man behind the desk said "Now leok
There's no wark for you nor for anvone else
So stand in the queue and behave yourself'

So I stood in the quene and I thought for o
And then I realised ihe biloody sysfem is vif
'y got to be changed jor the good of mans
And if vou can’t see thar then you must he!

Wherever vou work, be where it may,

The poor little worker has got bloody little
- He's shuffled around to suft the capitalist of

All for their greed for more and more brass

Never mind the colowr and never mind thy
We're all just fodder for capitalist greed,

Whether we're working or in the dole ques
We're all part of a yystem that benefiis a fe

Sa come all vou workers whether vou be (

wp rogether and unite and figh
o of the system

that's got us mn !
s eont

1. 'The

1de.
nding

.

lone,
e son,

ifle,

.
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Postal

Points

LIKE MANY of vour readers
| have been really sickened hy
the not uncxpected ¢ymcal
pitacks an the Right to Work
march to Hrighton by the Tory
gutier press,

But what really sickened me
was 10 hear Len Murray of all
people  dismissing  us  as
Trotskvist boor haxs
representing  no - one - but
themselves.”

I suppose affiliation and
cash from my umon branch
wmeng others in York—plus
money ¢ollected from building
sites and factories counts for
nothing.

Like many other marchers.
I had support from my local
trades council,

] Paul Lannen, UCATT,
York.

vy

THE NEW FASCISTS’
was Clive Jenkins' com-
ment when the Right to
Work marchers lobbied the
TUC Congress.

Perhaps we shouldn’t
even bother to reply.
Maybe we should just
point out to Socialist
Worker readers that it
wasn’'t the Right to Work
Campaign who shared a
platform with the racist
Enoch Powell. It wasn't us
who organised cheap
holidays to fascist Spain
for our members,

(7. SW Reader, North Lon-
don

Yy

| RECENTLY went for an
interview at a local firm. |
was told the wage was
61%p an hour, 52V hours a
week including a Saturday
morning with a dinner break
of 30 minutes and one
teabraak of ten minutes and
one of seven

| happened to see - same
lads and asked what union
they were in. They said they
wouid be sacked on the spot
if they tried to organise one

and if they missed a day”

through sicknass their jobs
were in jeapardy

il Unemployed Reader,
Wakefield.

vy

I WOULD like to make it
clear that | went on the
Right to Waork march as an
unemployed worker and
not as a Communist Party
branch secretary

(1 ‘tudw:g Kasatkin,
Castleford

Kings and
queens

and
supermen

There are no gods in
heaven

Or demons down in hell
But man in ivary towers
Whose whispered guile has
told us

Of kings and queens,

Of supermen

Of riches that will come
When dust to dust

And ash to ash

Has left no minds to think
Nor tdngues to spaak

Or strength to overthrow
them.

C Mike Alderson, Bristol

have crushed them.

B. DALGLEISH, last week, says the only
revolutionary road is the rank and file road.
But the rank and file is not something which
operates in @ vacuum.

We made a mistake in not contesting the
council elections where the National Front
succeeded, If we had taken part we could

[0 J. Nicholson, Glasgow

Police attacks:

ting

Prinie Minister Jim Callughan and Vorster

Wl Carnival.

Rape: no legal answer

I WAS interested to read
Jenny Jackson's review of the
filr: Lipstick (28 Avgusi) For
those who missed it, Lipstick
15 [lm about rape. And just

for a change it puts over the

woran's point of view. There
are just ond or two peints |
think Jeg missed
Only a vear o1 30
probably while Lipstick was
being produced. a handftul of
Law  Lords magnanimously
decided that if & man "honest-
Ivhelieved that o woman had

200
ago,

consented to have sexual
mntercourse |'I:l‘t were no
grounds ‘far prosecution lar

even i she had

rape

protested,
Rampant

.

Throughout history  rape
has always been one of the
most himitiating and burberic
forms of ageression. Yet the
idea that ‘she was probably
asking for it” is rampant, It is
because these artitudes exist so
strongdy that rape crisis cen-
LFES are 50 important,

Palice  are  either un-
mnterested or suspicious when
A woman reports 4 case of
rape, so-many wamen don't
even hathes

Those who do are. made to
teel guilty and are subjectedto
ia close serutiny of their per-

sonal lives as if that were in
anv way relevant. Rape within
marriage just doesn’t  exist
wirhin the eyves of the how but
lar many working class
wamen who don't haye the
resourees 1o pick up the kids
and push off it 5 a real
probiem.

Sociely regards women as
mere objects, is propesty, And
this society will continue o
produce mpists because ol ats
demands,  frustrations  and
hvpocrisy.

Fhere arc..a number of
things w2 could do. Demand a
reform of the rape laws, .insist
that state-financed rape crisis
centres are sef up and so on.
But anyone who thinks that
these reforms  will  really
change the atfitude of society
are in cloud cuckon land. The
answer doesn't lie in Lhe
courts.

Unrtil we get up and make a
stand about all the other
aspects ol oppression like the
cantrol of our fertility and the
price of aur labour, real gains
will never be made.
dDGail Carimail, North Lon-

on. -

ENOCH POWELL and
his admirers in the ranks
of the extreme right, will
doubtlcss be con-
gratulating themselves
upon the fulfillment ol
their prophecies of race
riots breaking out in
Britain, They have
waorked enough over the
last few vears to ensure
that they happen,

e ‘campaign of race-
hatred by such men as
Powell has stirred up the
mast: violent and ignorant
sections of white society to
conduet  wiolent  assaults

upon the coloured folk of

Britain

When the anger of the
coloured folk boils over,
who can fail to unders-
tand? Nobody but a racist,

South Africa:Why
Britain won't act

CONSIDERING that 60 per-
cent of foreign investment in
South Africa comes {from
Bratain why bas nouction heen
taken by our so-called
socialist’ government?

The truth s that as long as
Britain reaps massive profit
from exports 1o South Africa
they couldn’t care Jess il the
gas chamber were itroduced
there,

As  lor
neighbour and  ally
Rhaodesix, et us not forgel
that @ fortnight ago it was
reported that their “security
forces” hud attacked a guerilla
hase im Mozambigue. Tn lacta

South  Africa’s

it would seem.

I'he over-reaction hy the
olice must be condemned. |
ave seen them out in force in
the area where the riot took
plisce,

One nght | counted about
twelve  police . vehicles and
their crews; plus about four
large vicions dogs, come Lo
arrest ong man,

At first | thoueht it was a
raid upon an [RA hideout
But the coloursd folk | was
with told me this was comman
police procedure in Notting
Hill

| dm certain that there are
many {olk who arc as English
as Oliver Cromwell, even i
they nave skins as dark as
Cussius Clav, The fact that
they were born in England
legally makes them such

Let us work to ensure that
this legal entitlemment s not
taken away from them by
facists in aur sociery

1 H. C, Mullin, Glasgow

United Nations official con-
firmed  that it was really ‘a
massacre of refupees—men,
women and children,

The truth was only printed
in three nitional newspapers

The repressed: biacks will
eventuaily twrn o such coun-
tries as Cuba and Russia to
wain independence

Eventually  the whole
African  continent  will be
communist and Britain will
bave no ane ta blame dut
beesell for deserting them in
their hour of need,

Onee 1t was1he Jews, now it
i the blucks,

0 C. M. Wilkins, Filey

Write to
Letters,
Socialist
Worker,
Corbridge
Warks,
Corbridge
Crescent
London E2

Good

riddance
to Ron

AT THE recent National
Graphical Association bien-
nial delegate meeting Ron
Harris gave rave reviews tothe
Reuters news set up in this
country, After the conference
he announced his new jobwith
Reuters (Sacialist Worker jast
week)

His departure from Lhe
NGA will not bhe mourned
throughout * the = provincial
newspapers where Some
chapels— King and Hutching
at Uxbridge ts one-—will ot
allow him to represent them
i any. negotiations at Jocal
evel
= His performance at the
Sharmans dispute at Peter-
borough last year showed him
at his indecisive worst

This ballot was a success for
the left with two sitling
national council members,
Harris  and  John Jones,
defeated by the branch
secretary  of  Chilton  and
Thames Valley, Tany Dub-
hins. CTV branch supported
the Right To Work march-
the only NGA branch todoso.

Now Harris has gone and
Dubbins Is i charge of in-
-dustriad matters for the NGA |
decisive action, such #s the
dispute - action against non-
union tabour being brought in
by the back door can be tiken,
Action which Harrs avoided
for five years, Good riddance,
Ron, )

OC.M Harvey, NGA Mid
Countles Branch.

Full support for Walsall

STEVE CARTER (28 Aupust) is not alone
amaongst comrades of the revolutionary teft who
interpret our belief in no parfiamentary road as
meaning we should not participate in hourgeois

parhiament.

On this point Lenin was quite clear, He said
participation actually helps the
proletariat to prove to the backward masses why
such parliaments deserve to be done away with,

It is quite clear from thie that the Inter-
national Socialists have taken up an absolutely
correct position in contesting Walsall, It is now
up ta g/ left groups (o give maximom support to

that such

this important initiative.

This does not mean any shift in the belief that
the capitalist state needs to be smashed by the
working class but that we have to confront the

. National Front and National Party head on.

movement’.

I would hope 1o sec an expansion of this ©
initiative in the future with all revolutionary
groups involved.

This is certainly the best way forward while at
the same time building what comrade Carter
calls & ‘strong politically educated rank and file

[J Alan Tichard, Warringion.

THIS portrait of a
moderate appeared in the
Waltham Forest Guar-

drzn

e previows presadent

A NN Apap is not a

In fact secretarial student
Ann sees her role as

mas busy fighting racism " cartoonist’s idea  Student Union President for 1
s wiere bos be 2onc” He the coming year in quite Iso not one o
was well em fhe wa of a Student Unjonn 8 ot YT thiok the  thass vespio 15 Seall oes il
mcseermg S bept om president; she’s NOt pest way I can do my job  out™ at drop of & Bat)
- p
- - te @Ze Ova hM'tempered. des- :s(ﬂéotﬂz ’v‘u.buwth?ltng She exphw: “l:’hm
™= i % always found the s
k- tructivz, noisy, untidy o e m"'"'m e Always Sees -
. or rude, and ' she For the past year Ann College very helpful. In
Ser Wies. e doesn’t go around (i8) has served on the t every case I've cox
*SE . 2 jnion as vice-president. across it only takes a v

- Wi U
left wing Although she was not too

enthusiastic n!logl Union

to the
some

cliches, .. .n.. A P
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Spot the difference..which .

ANSWER:
The ones

who are

IN THE light of the reception given to the
Right to Work marchers by the Trades
Union C ongress last week, it is vital that
every trade union militant and socialist in
the country should understand the nature
of the TUC C ongress.

tion. There are open debates.

The bosses organisation, the CBI, by contrast, meets in
secret and its proceedings go unreported by the press,

But democracy at the TUC
15 more appearance than
reality. L P

Why? Because for a long
pcrwd after the War there
was little or no mass struggle
in Britain. For the past 30
vears or more the TUC
caders never approximated
to an active Jeadership of the
I warkers” movement.

Unrepresentative

It 15 in the very nature of
the heast that even in times of
rising struggle they dampen
down the movement, cam-
promisc and, ves, even
heuag,-. ‘

I think everyone accepts
thut the majorities that the
TUC Genera! Council get for
their resolutions are totally
unrepresentative. FThere is
fur. far more opposition to
the social contract and un-
) employment than the votes

indicate,

The reason tor this scan-
dalous state of affairs 18

! Gimple. There is little or no
possibility  of  minority
representation. The
satchword  is  “Cahinet
Responsibility'—any minori-
ty 15 bound by the majority
levigion,

That's why the vast majori-
ty of decisions taken at the
FUC it unienimous or nesis
HOAHINoUs.

I even gels 10 the ;m.-m
where  the  president—ithiy
year the laxman’s geneeal
secretary. Cyril.  Plant

{ doesn't even call for vores

l wainst  Gengral  Council

E morions. He just calls vores

E for.

This wus called to his
ittention twice last Wednes-
lay. And every time it
nappens people
synically, which s a fair
indication  that many
d\kbalcs do know what the
I'CC is about,

How the
The minorities don't TUC b
register in the votes. For Can e
example; all my own union'’s o
voles went for the social Charlged
contract, But on the delega-
tion she vote was actually 16
b matter. By MIKE
. The truth is that Congress
£ is cnormously different even MCGRATH
rom ‘a4 -apion conference. b
p  vhere although some peaple
Is real controversy. And vou a dElegate
Know a substantial number of
delegates. You know the ins
and outs, >
But here at -the TUC,

- —

[solation

The men with a say in the land . .

o 13, an altogether different
dotry to carvethingsup, there
s0 that it looks represen-
tative,

On the surface it seems a democratic organisa-

hecause of the fragmentation
of the struggle, vou're not
even in contact with other
delaptes.

You go back to your hotel
at mght. You go to the
Mayor's ‘do or the TUC
reception. You are in- fact
isolated,

Veneer

The general secretaries, of
course. have a reason for
operating and horsetrading
aeross  union  boundaries.
They want to get on the
Genernl Council, As Hried to
explain to the Right to Work
marchers, the TUC s a
veneral secrefaries” ¢lub.

If vou put all the general
secretaries together in one
room you would come up
with substantiglly the same
results, The delegates are
there to give the whole opera-
tien & veaeer of democracy,

At the TUC all the major
speeches are made by general
secretarics or other tap full-
time officials.

Inside the dclcqannm the
stary is-a little different. Yet
the delegations are largely
dominated by full-time of-
fictals. or in some unions
such as the Transport
Workers® or the
Electricians’ —whally
dominated and controlled by
the top officials. This s
totally undemocratic.

Take Len Murray, himself
one of the most grotesque
symbols of the lack of
democracy in the TUC,

Now he has the nerve to
attack people like me as &
political boat-boy, un-
representative * of  anything
but myself,

Len  Murrgy  has  never
worked tn his entive life. He's
never been wlected by
anvhady. He just joined in at

union leaders?

the lower level of the TUC
bureatcracy and creps up the
ladder by appoiniment. It's

Jjust unbelievable.

None of them have led any
real struggle in their lives,
They're totally insulated and
cut’ off from real life.

The, truth is there is no
more convincing demonstra-
tion of the need for building a
rank and file movement than
the TUC.

Privilege

The fight against the trade
union burcaucracy, for real
living democracy and debate
n the movement, will be won
through a two-pronged at-
tack. This involves working
through the official move-
ment. But it also invoives
building a movement within
the working class that has
clear and principled aims in
total opposition to the con-
servative  and  privileged
burcaucracy

are the trade

- the trade union officials are Hugh Scanion and Jack Jones, the bosses are Alex Park (Leviand), Gilbert Hun
laugh Labour Minister Eric Varley, and Terry Beckert (Ford)

MIKE McGRATH, a supporter of the nght to Work
Campaign and a member of the International Socialists,
was one of the Society of Civil and Public Servanis

delegates to this year's TUC.

To Indicate his disgust for the crocodile tears being cried
over the massive unemployment directly created by TUC
and government policies, Mike borrowed a Right to Work
marcher's orange jacket. As Len Murray got up to make his
keynote speech, Mike rose at the centre of the hall and put
it on. A look of amazemenlt came over Murray's face.
Later the general secretary of his own union, who claims to
be a democrat, tried to lash out at him. And his union
president sent him a note ordering him 1o take it off.
Mike stayed put. Subsequently these two threatened to
have him dropped from the union's delegation. Mike's
lellow delegates indicated that they wouldn't stand for this.

And make no mistake they
are very privileged indeed.

It's important not
to oversimplify this
issuc by viewing trade union
leaders as nothing more than
personally corrupted by the
high standard of living and
the entirely separate hife style
they: have from their
members.

The life they lead i far
removed from the day-to-day
struggle or ordinary people.
This does kave an important
effect on their outlook and
hehaviour patterns.

I'hey most definitely do see
themselves as a professional
clite whose job it is fo make
deals  on  behalf of the
members. much in the samc
way us managing directorssce
their job as making deals on
behalt of the shareholders,

The idea that they are ina
strugele which should invalve
the members at every stage s
yuite alien to them. Almost
withput exception they are

committee men, fond of
commitiee rooms. proud of
their skills at scoring points
off the employer.

My own general secretary
is paid something like £11,500
a vear. The average wage of
our members is less than a
fifth of that, around £45 a
week.

Changes?

That's to say nothing of his
union-paid éxpenses and the
kind ol life style that such
EXPENSCs gIVe YOu access to.

Fop trade union officials
love power, There's no doubt
about it. It's exciting to be
reported in the press, to feel
that you have some influence
aver events. or that people
with real influence at least,
take note of vou.

The fundamental criticism
of them, however. is their
politics, The vast majority of
trade union leaders are ab-
solutely unapologetic  sup-

( C kry:s.!er/‘.

porters of capitalism,

So what are the
possibilities for change in the
FUE?

Well. [ think certain
changes are underway with
the erowth in the whitecollar
membership. Our own union
has tried to increase the
representation of our Xind of
workers on the General
Council. For this, of course,
15 also  scundalously un-
democratic.

But even if such changes
come, making the General
Council more representative,
all vou are talking about is-a
redistribution . of  power
among general secretarics.
And we need very much more
than that!

We showld fight for mare
control  over delegations,
more rank and file delegates
and . more rank .and lile
speakers and a conference
that 1§ not a desiccating
anachine run by the top brass.

But the best way to ad- '

vance our cause is by more
ruthless exposure of the
nature of the TUC, of how
difficuit it is to reform, of the
way the thing is manipulated
by a tiny minority:

What is needed above all is
arank and file movement that
tries to reach into the TUC.
But we should have no
illusions about what the effect
:f concerted opposition will

L o9

The effect will be to
make the TUC boss men
fight even harder against
any class-conscious op-
position.

_enjoying

the
‘glamour’
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cerntre

- opens

A NEW hazards informa-
tion centre was opened in

Coventry last Saturday.

It has been set yp by
Coventry Health & Safety
delegate
, body of local trade un-

ionists. representing joint
shop stewards committees

Ferguson,
‘Potterton,

Movemént, a

at  Massey
Chrysler,

Matrix, Wickmans, Cov-
Rad, G and office com-
mittees s1 Rolls Royee and
Jaguar Cars,

The cenire will offer a
wide range of information
on industrial hazards and
will be manned by
CHASM members. It is
financed by subscriptions,
already  well over £260,
from sponsoring trade
union organisations.

Opening the centre, both
Audrey Wise, MP, and
Jimmy Dunn, TOWU
Convenor at Massey
Ferguson, regretted the
lukewarm  response of
most trade union officials
10 this initiative and stress-
ed that stewards and
shopfloor workers would
carry the burden of the
fight for health and safety
at work.

Notices and

meetings

Notices for this column
must be posted to arrive by
first post the Monday before
publicaticr: We cannot take
them over the phone. Send
CASH WirH COPY (10p ‘a
word) to Cl=ssified, Socralist
Waorker, (orbridge Works,
Corbridge [ rescent, London
£2 905 N invoices can be
sent.

Battersaan oo Wandeworth Trades
Coungll public, meeting on THE
FIGHT AGAINST RACISM
Speakary Fau Foot  |Secigliss
Worker), Fu Dhondi {Bace Tuday!
and & spegear from Kent NUM

Tuesday 2) September, dpm,
Battarsea Lwvar Town Hall
ANGOLA  Soiidarity  Comunittes

discussion forum. Senes of four
maetings on “he Angola reyvolution
Admigsion fee Al meetings at the
Roetuck pun, Tottenham Court Road,
Landon WC L £, 30pm

Thursoay 23 Septombar: New state
structlure of PRA Paople’s powar

Thursday & Octover! Wormen In
Angola’s revolution,

Thursday 21 Octobar Angola and
African and Caribbesn siruggles.

WEST LONDON ANTI.
APAATHEID Public Mesting on
Namibia: Morcay 20 Saplember,
8pm, Westway Lunchean Club, W0
lunder #rchas of Lagbioke Grove
Station). Fim: 1 Thay Ceten Me, |
Won't Cry. Speaker Peter Katjaviv,
SWAPO Infermston Officer

FREE EVA FOREST CAMPAIGN
lunch-time picket of Spanish Em-
Jbassy: Thursgay 16  September
12.30-2 30pm. to mark sacord &n-
niversary ol the Spanish feminist's
imprisen met . and o hand I petitan
for, ber release. Further details, plus
brachures. petitions eic. fram 1ha
campaign, </0 38 Fartham Sieat,
Lonton, WC2

THE COLLIER. rank and file miners'
paper. Sepiember issim now ot
warming of conseguences of o produc-
livity deal now being advocated by Joe
Garmley, Prasgant of Naticaal Union
of Minoworkars. Othwr articles in
clude undamocratic nature of NUM
execulive snd the plight of black
minars in Sauth Africa. Copies 5a
each plus postsge from The Collier, 38
Abbey Lane. Cundy Crass. Barnsley,
South Yarks

SAVE THE ELIZABETH GARRETT
ANDERSON HOSPITAL CAM-
PAIGN berefit for EGA and Trico
women sirikars. Friday 17
September, Bpm-2am Music by the
Derelicts, pius 91500 and beoze, st the
Archractural
Square. WC1

INVERGORDON ‘31 How men of
the BN siruck and won | Vivid repart of
mutiny. Commeants concarning thase
tmes. By Barry Duncan, 80 pages, £1
hooksheops or THD, 209
Northumberland Road, Sauthampton

WORKING WOMEN'S CHARTER
CAMPAIGN has issued & call far a
natonal rally to assess the struggle
for wamen z nghts «n Iight of govern
ment lagisiation. To organise we
wrgently need furs, Send danations
o Ml Daniles. 16 Crookham Road,
Longon, SWWE. Also lram this address
nloemation, spansarsha,  publicity
nd detsils abayt tha peat planning
=aating on 16 Oclober, 2pm- at
imversily of Longon Siudants Umian,
Malet Strear Londan, WC!

Associstion. Bedforg
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Rig yard workers sacked

I'wo- hundred scaffolders
and erectors at the Methil
oil rig construction site
have been sacked by their
emplover - Redpath Deor-
man Long for refusing to
accept worse working con-
ditions.

Opened less than five yearss
ago with the promise .of IS
years  work, the vacd 15 virtual-
Iy to close in February laving
off 1200 men. Management
offered a £1,000 bonus for
completion of present work by
|8th Fehruary.

Attached to the offer was

set of conditions. which took
away manv gains and protec-
tions wan over several vears.
I'he bosses wanted an agree-
ment o work in bad weather
which has obvious dangers tor
men working al height on steel
girders.

I'he customary cup of tea
workers had before starting s
bunned. This s important
because many of the workers
trayel  fong - distances - to
work-—up to 30 miles.

Management arcalso trving
to cul down on maénnicg by
asking welders to do extra
work normally  done by

POLICE are being used by management at a
Leeds hospital to victimise workers who have
taken a successful stand against the cuts in

public spending.

Last month 4 one-day strike by NUPE members at St
James Hospital secured the re-instatement of five porters
who had opposed a cutin their staffing levels. Since then
there have been a number of fires in the hospital—all of
them in the geriatric wing where the men work.

Police were called in by
management. - and from the
start concentrated most of
their attention on the patters,
and especiallv on some of the
men involved in the dispute.

Sessions

Shop  stewards -~ a1t the
hospital have no doubt that it
was management who put the
police onto them.

They were all extensively
guestioned in sessions
lasting up to three hours at &
time. Three of them were
taken to the police station and
kept there for three hours on
August bank holiday.

Two of the men had dis-
covered one of the fires and
put it out before the fire
brigade arrived. The police
sugpested they had started it
and then put it out 5o as to get
commended by management,

None of the lads was told his
Jegal rights until the NUPE
branch brought in a solicitor
to advise members,

Harass

One of the porters. Bernard
Lord, has been singled out for
special treatment. After being
continually harassed by the
Fnlicc—for a few days they
ollowed him around the
hospital, even shadowing him
when he went to the pub at
dinnertime —they arrived at
his house last Tuesday and
said they were arresting him,

They searched his house—
without producing a
warrant--and when  he
asked.said they were looking
for matches!

Bernard was held for six
hours before he was released
without being charged. He
repeatedly asked to make a
phone cll, but was only
allowed to phone his wife 15
minutes hefore he was reless-
ed,

The police have admitted

By Tim South

they have no evidence against
Bernard, But they are ob-
viousiy ~ very c¢mbarassed
about theirinability ta find the
arsonist,

On the first day of their
much-publicised presence in
the hospital, another firc was
started — on the first floor. All
30 detectives were at the time
on the ground floor, harassing
people like Bernard Lord.

The police arc determined
to find someons to blame for
the fires, And who better than
a porter who refuses 1o accept
management’s right to make
cuts in our health service?

STUC

THE General Council of
the Scottish Trades Union
Congress held an emergen-
cy meeting on unemployv-
ment  last weekend and
agreed that the time had
come 'to get tough’ with the
government.

The aim of the policy is to |

bring pressure to bear on the
Labour Cabinet and to force it
(o take steps to stop the rising
number of jobless,

Yet their proposals for
action stop short of building
4an Ongoing campaign against
the government’s policies.

Among moves agreed by the
STUC were: a major con-
ference of trade union leaders,
a  massive demonstration
against unemployment with
contingents from all over
Scotland taking part in a
march through Glasgow, talks
with industrialists and MPs to

labourers. There are plenty of
men available inan area where
the unemployment rate 15 12
per cent

It took union officials four
mass meetings to obtain the
so-called ‘democratic’ decision
they wanted —acceptance of
the offer by 393 to 301, Only
the scaffolders and crectors
refused to take the officials,

-advice and came out on strike.

They are almost unamimous
in staying out.

A further attempt wis made
by the CEU delegate on
Fridav to get the men back but

management then announced
the men were sacked

Only one boilermaker has
so far come out

The Communist Party
shop-stewards of the men still
working have bhehaved  dis-
grucefully,  attacking  the
strikers in speeches and in the
press. One was quoted in the
BDaily Express calling them
anarchists. They still say that
‘good behavionr will impress
the oil companies inta ghving
the vard any new order.

t is vital that the rank and
file reject this and come out in

Crushed labourer
denied earnings

BUILDING contractor John
Laing is relusing o gyy a
tabourer for his loss of car-
nings after a serious accident
on their Plumstead housing
site three weeks ago

Fwo labourers were crushed
by the collapse ol roofing
joists, overladen with bricks,
ta economise on the hiringof a
crane,

A first aid man was un-
available when the incident
occured. The twa men were
dug out by fellow warkers and
had extensive bruising and
lacerations to the legs.

I'he firm is refusing 1o pay

he was shouted down. The suppors the man who is still off work

plan
uproar

Civil servants at the Public Records
Office organised a one day sirike last
Wednesday. ‘We were protesting against
the terms of our transfer to new oflices in
Kew. We would be leaving the inner
London Weighting Area, so we would
not get special payment for being in
inner London. And we have no
guarantee aginst redundancy,’ one of
them told Socialist Worker.

And demands for Inner London
Welghting and excess fare allowance are
against the pay code and nationally
negotiated agreemenis, as union
bureaucrats are only too keen to point
out. But staff are only asking to retain
their present income level—hardly an
excessive demand against the cost of the
new building, £10 million!

picketed by
restaurant

to ‘get tough

meeting: ‘We want a really

By Dave Sherry massive demonstration by  STRIKERS at the Steak and
workers and unemployed  Kebab Restaurant in Lan-

identif : ; alike. We are telling the  caSter picketed the Transport
identify unemployment areas government that they had Union’s District Commuttee

and possible solutions.

It is clear that this isa thinly
disguised move on the part of
the STUC to force a top-level’
meeting with prime minister
Callaghan.

There is no doubt that they
felt snubbed at their failure to
win concessions from him on
his recent visit to Scotland and
that is why there is talk of a emploved member of the
massive demaonstration  Glasgow Right to Work Cam-
against unemployment. R;ugn, and an ex-USDAW

The STUC are prepared to ranch secretary.  told
mobilise what they sec as a  Socialist  Worker:  ‘We
stage army of trade unionists welcome this demonstration. |
and unemployed as.a way of  know thalassoonas thedateis
getting talks with the govern-  announced the Right to Work
ment. Campaign will be pulling out

Jenny Milne, General  all the stops to mobilise a big
Secretary of the STUC, makes  turnout, We'll be jeafletting
this clear in a statement tothe - the dole and visiting the
press after the emergency  factories to urge full support’

better listen to the people. We
plan to put a number of
positive suggestions to the
government to help case un-
cmployment’.

The date of the demonstra-
tion will be settled at a mecting
of trade union executives

Willie Dolan, an  un-

meeting on Manday.

They were demanding that
the district organiser, Bob
Willis, make official their
strike for the reinstatement of
a shop steward, Willis’s main
contribution to the strike so
far has been to negotiate a new
contract of employment that
would make the strikers worse
off than before thev went on
strike

Disgusted

Victimised shop steward,
Maggie Clappen, told
Socialist Worker. ‘T am dis-
gusted. We pay Willis's wages,
not the management, As soon
as the trade union movement
gets rid of his sort the better’,

T&G office -

beeause this could be taken as
un admission of lability. Ta
get any money he will have to
take Laing to court, a time
consuming and  eXpensive
process

The accident could have
heen avoided by coytect super-
vision of loading procedures
It is a reflection of bad work
being done i the construction
mdustry, even o unionised
sites like this one.

These  unnecessary  ac-
cidents could increase in the
face of high unsmployment
among construction workes
weakening the strength a0
will to fight by the anions
maintain safety on the job

= |

HUDDERSFIEL )

B

Flying squac
dispute won

THE strike by workess at JCl
Daltos  Works .nes
Hudderstield  is over, lhe
fuctory's X500 ¢ngincers uod
craftsmen walked out whei
management  organised 3
special flying squad  of
workers wha could be move
ahout to take on any ob

This was the climax
management’s  attempt s
erode manning Jevels

Withdrawn

Management  have now
stepped down and lifted a
suspension on a warker who,
an union instructions. refused
to co-operate with the flytng

squad
Management  statemen:s
about unconditional, accep:

tance of all foremen’s instrue-
tions have also been
withdrawn,

I'he squad will not be us: J
in the area where the disputs
started  while  negotiatic
taking place to agrec on a joh
deseription for it,

Spinning stops
at mill

68 ASIAN workers, the whoie
of the spinning departm !
have been out on strike for one
and a half weeks now ut
Crowthers, the bigeest texie
mill in Huddersficld, .

They are protesting abe o
being paid piece rates when
the rest of the mill (which is 75
per cent asians) are on lime-
rates, carming hetween oue
and a half and two times as
much as the spinners.

The spinners have the dir-
tiest, hardest jobs to do.

All the strikes have heen sent
their cards. but the officials of
the neterious Union of Dyers,
Bleachers and Textile
Workers here have donc ah-
solutely nothing.

Management have been
deliberately causing -confu-
sion, first offering to 1ake back
41 of the workers. then chan -
g il to ten or 2.

Some strikers have gone
hack to wark, but others are
still manning the picket lines.



Union officials do the dirty-again

ONE RESULT of headlines like
the one on the right has been the
setting up of an inquiry by the
Transport Union's Midland
Regional Committee ‘into all the
circumstances’ surrounding
Leyland's action in withdrawing
recognition from four Cowlwy
shop stewards.

Two years ago, another inquiry took
place into the company’s withdrawal of
shop steward facilities from Alan
Thornett. The Committee used that
opporfunity to make sweeping changes
in the TGWU organisation in the
assembly plant,

Inquiry

One of the changes was that a new
TGWU branch was formed—the
5/293. Last December, Alan Thornett
was elected its chairman. Reg Parsons,
the right wing senior steward, no longer
attends the branch meetings.,

All four victimised stewards are
active members of the branch, It is

likely that the union inguiry will find _

the 5/293 branch to be ‘out of touch’
with its members and propose further
changes to isolate any militants.

ROLLS
SIT-IN

GOING
STRONG

BLANTYRE: ‘We need to step up the pressure.
The occupation is going well, but we can't
said Bill
Engineering Union member at Rolls-Royce and
a supporter of the Engineers Charter.

The occupation to save jobs is now in its seventh week,
The determination of the 470 workers

afford to relax’,

aily e Wail

Q\ws sl e factorks as strikes hic 13000
und workere charge formen’s pickes line

LEYLAND
LUNACY |
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Last Friday's Daily Mail: ir's having an
affect . . .

Another trade union body under
attack is the plant Joint Shop Stewards
Committee. Again. since Thornett was
elected chiirman of this body, Parsons
has refused to aceept any role for the
JSSC in the plant.

The JISSC produced a leaflet in
support of the four victimised stewards,
and criticised the position of Parsons
and District Secretary Duvid Buckle in
attacking the stewards.

Since the vote 1o rewrn 10 work.
Buckle has publicly siaied that the

THESE PLACARDS on a demonstra-
tion in Willesden, North West London,
last week explain why 200 young
Asians have been on strike al the
Grunwick factory for three weeks.
APEX have now made the strike, for
recognition,

McCarron, an

union

to defeat

management's closure of the plant is reflected in the

excellent turn-out for picket duty.

Bill McCarron added: *We
ought to get delegates to the
ather Scottish factories, talk-
ing to the workforce and
nrguin& for continued sup-
port, We also need to get a

'

management
nolices to all the workers, but the

JSSC is not represemaiive of the
warkers. He has also complained about
Engineering Union convenor Doug
Hobbs and his comments on local radio
and in the JSSC leaflet.

Following this, Buckle has said that
until there is an apology the TGWTU will
not enter into joint negotiations with
the AUEW at the plant.

Share

The regional inquiry will try to
weaken the position of those militants
still active in the plant, And it will be
doing so with the full backing of top
trade union leaders in the motor in-
dustry,

For on 19 August Jones and Scanlon
read the riot act to a meeting of district
ind regional full-time officials involved
with Leyland.

They had already met Leyland chief
executive Alex Park. Park was worried
at the number of industrial disputes in
Levland, and at the lack of involvement
of most district officials in the com-
pany's industrisl relations problems,

Jones and Scanlon wanted action on
these points. They were backed up by
Jones's deputy, Harry Urwin, wheo sat
on the National Enferprise Board.

5§§§§§§%§§§‘i;v§

Scrr e Conenntied

official, The

have sent dismissal

His message was: NO MORE STOP-
PAGES. Any industrial action at all
opens the doors to foreign imports.
Leyland's market share is too small for
such a large company to remain viable,

If Leyland was to get the amounts of
money necessary for the introduction
of new high-volume models, stoppages
could not be afforded.

Events have since moved quickly. In
Cowley, Buckle has made it clear that
any steward stepping an inch out of line
will be attacked by him as well as the
company.

In Longbridge, in Works Com-
mittee, led by the senior union par-
ticipation representation, Engineering
Union convenor Derek Robinson, has
railroaded the shop stewards into
agreeing to no industrial action until
procedure is exhausted—an impossible
situation for workers in the motor
industry.

Union officials and senior stewards

are wholeheartedly supporting the,

company’s moves to eliminate stop-
pages to keep Leyland afloat.

Trade union principles have now
been thrown out of the window. The

-price the unions are prepared to pay for

propping up the capitalist system is the
shackling of their members.

strikers are slaying out.

Mrs J Desal, treasurer of the sirike
commitlee, was run
manager's car on-Tuesday moming'’s
pickel line. She was taken to hospital
and treated for bruises cuts and shock.

O] Donations to Mrs J Deasl, Brent
Trades and Labour Hall, High Road,
Willesden.

over by the

WALLS DO IT AGAN

national comhbine meeting off
the ground now, It would he
simple [0 orgamise it here
in Blantyre—after all this is
the focus of the fight to save
jobs in the combine.

Profit

“I'he key to victory is to
widen the support we already
have. :

‘Seven weeks is & long time,
but we don't intend ta give in'.

Cash support i needed
urgently to keep the occupa-
tion going. Every trade un-
ionist should get his or her
shop stewards commutiee or
trade union hranch to send a
donation,

Failing that, take a collec-
tion at work and send it to;
John Simmons, 54 Ayton
Park, North, East Kilbride.
Scotland.

SOUTHALL: While the
Right to Work March was
on its way to Brighton to
protest against unemploy-
ment, Walls Meat Com-
pany was announcing the
closure of their Hdvcs
factory and the end of its
catering sales operation—a
proposed loss of 810 jobs.
In 1971  Walls had ten
factories in the UK. Four have
already been shut down,

Jobs

Walls blame these closures
on continuous loss-making,
But Walls are part of the

massive multinational Un-
fever.  Their profits  gre
massive

But Unilever are notorious
for their rationalisation and
factory closures three out of

COUNCIL SMEAR DIRECT

MERSEYSIDE: For the. se-
cond time in seven months, the
Labour<ontrolled Knowsley
Council are looking forcuts in
the Direct Warks department,

In March they tried 1o get
181 redundancies, but backed
down after a four-week strike,

Although 50 direct works

jobs have since been lost
through voluntary redundan-
cies and retirements, the coun-
¢il have been soundly defeated

Now they are resorting to
muckraking. The local press
have been running a smear
campaign  saying  coungil
workers are fiddling bonus

By Jim McCann and Raj
Gael ACTS shop
stewards
their eight meat factories in
Holland have beenshut cinee

1971
Walls avoided confronta-

ton over the recent closure of

the Atlas Road Factory in
North West London via the
Golden Carrot—a redundan-
¢y agreement paying about
twice the legal minimum.

I'hey smashed opposition to
aspects of the re-organisation
which followed when they
beat a short strike at Hayes
and Southall last vear,

The resultant demotalisa-
tion hasded 1o a resignation to
the latest closure.

The unions at Haves are
talking in terms of the size of
the redundancy pavment and

WORKERS

sheets,

So now the council have
decided to cut the bonus to
one third of the agreed figure
which means a drop of aroynd
£10 a week.

The 500 council workers
decided Jast Friday to strike
until the bonuses are restored.

the possibility of transfers,
But they must take up the
fight for the Right to Work.

They must insist on support
from other Walls factories to;

O REJECT all excessive
overiime (13 hours and longer
shifts are regularly worked at
Southall)

O REFUSE cxtra
without extra staff.

O REJECT the use of tem-
porary and agency staff which
the company can sack at a
moment’s notice,

Hopes

Four TGWU and ACTS
stewards at Southall are star-
ting to campaign to save these
jobs in conjunction with the
West London Right to Work
Committee. But the main duty
lies with the workers at Ha}es

They do not have the right
ta sell their jobs. We've all
gol to protect our jobs, not
only for the present generi-
tion, but also for the growing
numbers  of . unemployed
school-leavers.

The fight will be a bitter
one—but we must take on
Wall's and Unilever's
rationalisation now before all
our jobs are lost,

work

Set-back
for Bury’s
butchers

BURY: At least one more
amenity  threatened  with
closure because of the cuts in
public spending will now stay
open for & hit longer,

The Burv Action Group has
occupied Hillerest Hostel in

Radchffe. The hostel is for
people recovering from ner-
vous disorders, It was due to
be shut by the Tary Council on

Wednesday,

NUPE and NALGO
members  are  backing  the
occupationand have said they
will not support any attermpt
to move residents out of the
hostel,

The staff are working nor-
mally. The occupation s
manned by  nurses, un-
emploved social workers and
other supporters of the cam-
pargn against the cuts,

The Council have already
decided not to close two of the
seven establishments original-
ly scheduled for closure,

One or two hostel residents
feei it is hopeless to try to fight
the council, but mpst are more
than prepared 1o join the fight.
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NOW CLEANERS’
STRIKE SPREADS
TO FAR NORTH

By Albert Fraser and Gerry Blair

AFTER TWO WEEKS, the strike by more than 500
Highland cleaners against cuts in their hours and wages
has been made official by the public employees union,

NUPE.

The strike has now spread to the far north. In Caithness, 80
cleaners have now come out. And in some areas. school janitors,
kitchen and hostel staff, have struck in support of the cleaners and
some schools have been closed in other arcas, parentsare keeping
children at home as toilets and classrooms are filthy.

500 out
over jobs

“COVENTRY: 500 car delivery
drivers working for Sileack
and Colling are on strike for
the right to work.

The dispute is in defence of
17 men who have been sacked
and to force management to
honour an agreement to take
on more workers.

Last | hursday, 30 cleaners
icketed a meeting of the
ighland Regional Council in

Dingwall. Inside, Councillor
" Robertson was saving: ‘We
ﬁh( as well shut up shop and
ome if we allow the unions
to run the show'.

They discussed cuts of £1.2
million in the council’s educa-
tion budget. These are some of
their praposals:

O £130,000 saved on
cleaners houn.
O £182.000 on teaching

stafi,

[J £205,000 by not replacing
equipment.

0 £85,000 from youth and
communily service.

C] £20,000 from administra-
tion.

Support

The same evening, more
than 200 cleaners fromall over
the Highlands attended a mass
meeting in Inverness. There

was unanimous suppornt for
the strike committee and the
stiike, Hopes were expressed
that every effort would be
made to spread the sirike,

Albert Fraser, a local sup-
porter of the Right to Work
Campaign, was invited to
speak from the platform. He
pledged the support of the
National Campaign. Local
supporters ate-are helping to
raise  fupds and provide
transport.

Since the meeting, Regional
Council have threatened that
‘any employege who has not
returned to work on 20
September  will  have  ter-
minated their contract’

[0 Messages of support and
donations to Brian Corbett,
NUPE, 3 Kinmylies Cot-
tages, Leachkin, Inverness.

SMITHS WE'VE WON!

CRICKLEWOOD: The
Smiths lock-out is over,
Management have sgreed to
reinstate  all the ASTMS
members who were locked out
of the computer section,
Negotiations are beginning
about paying them for the
time they were on the picket
line. Negotiations are also

beginning  about  wage in-
creases,
Management  asked the

lock-out commitlee 10 make
one concession—that there
should be no victimisation of
munagement  when the 25
return to work this Thursday,
The lockout committee
agreed.
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CONSPIRACY !}

Union officials and bosses do a deal
to stitch up women workers

MORE THAN 100
engineering workers

have fallen victim to a-

foul conspiracy.

The conspirators are a
firm called Chamberlain
Phipps, and officials of the
engineering union, AUEW
and the union of boot and
shoe workers, NUFLAT.

Chamberlain Phipps, a
fifth of whose shares are
owned by Courtaulds,
make boots and shoes.
Recently they built a new
factorv at Round Spinney
ncar  Northampton to
make components for the
car industry,

Hopes

But they continued to
negotiate with officials from
NUFLAT—the boot and shoe
union.  Relations  between
bosses and NUFLAT ofMcials
were close, Surikes were un-
heard of

The result? A  woman
welder takes home £27 after
bonus, for a d)-hour week.

Young women of 16 and 17
work seven davs a week for
£16 take-home pay.

Muriel Bamford went to
work. at Chamberlain Phipps,
She had been an AUES shop
steward at Smiths in
Cricklewood, Narth  West
London.

She told Socialist Worker:
‘I could tell right away that the
steward from NUFLAT wasa
‘three bags full man'. { thought
we ought to be in the engineer-
ing union. getting engineering
rates.

‘A few of us went along to
sec the local official, Reg
Ward, He was very pleased to
see U,

_PICTURES:

‘He said: ‘Don’t worry girls
you won't lose your jobs'. He
gave us the cards and the
collecting sheets.

“We signed up 104 members
into the AUEW-—out of a
total of 147 warkers. Some
had been members of
NUFLAT. Most hadn't been
members of any union.

‘Suddenly, on 3! August. the
managing director, Gleeson,
called all the workers into the
canteen, He had Reg Ward
with him from the AUEW and
Holland, the NUFLAT of-

ficial.
Work

*Glegson got up in front of
all of us and said to Ward: *Mr
Ward do you see any represens
tatives of your union here?
And Ward said: *“No'.

‘We couldn’t believe it, 1
shouted at him that he had
approved my appointment as
shop steward. 1 turned to the
workers and said: ‘Show them

%

THE SCANDAL of
Northampton

shows what
happens when the
right wing hold
positions in the
Engineering Union.

This week
member of

every
the
section

engineering
has a chance o help
keep the right wing
from controlling the
union.

In the eleclion for
Assistant General
Secretary, Saoclalist
Worker urges all its
readers in the AUEW
to vole to keep John

vour AUEW cards”,

‘About 70 of them had their
cards on them and they held
them up.

*Gleeson then told us that
the management had a cldsed
sho agreement with
NUFLAT from May this year,
None of us workers had ever
heard of it —and anyway a lot
of them were nevér members
of any umon!

‘But Gleeson told us that

THIS COULD be
‘make or break’ week for
the 17-week-old strike
of 400 women engineers
at Trico in West Lon-
don.

Union  officials and
management have started
‘informal negotiations’ for
a settlement.

Trico managing director
Atkins had better come up

A right to Work picket of Chamberlain Phipps. where Muriel Bamiford (1op) and three other women have been

break’ week?

with something better than his
offer in the last negotiations.

Then he suggested that the
women could ‘move towards
equal pay' if the men workers
sacrificed this vear's 4% per
cent pay rise!

The suggestion was greeted

i

sacked.

WHAT WE THINK

Weakley, the leading
right winger from
South Wales, out of
national office.

This means voting
for BOB WRIGHT for
Assistant General
Secretary.

In some of the other
elections in the AUEW
now taking place there
Is a chance lo do more
than keep the right
wing oul.

There are two can-
didates who support
the policles of the rank
and file Engineers’
Charter group.

untess we joined NUFLAT
he'd sack us,

‘Most of the workers joined
NUFLAT, Lcan't blame them,
really. Some of them came up
to me and said: ‘I'm sorry,
Muriel, but your union just
sells us down the river'.

‘Four of us - Dawn Hill,
Olive Abbs, Iris Oliver and
myself—stayed in the AUEW,

On 3 September, Gleeson
sacked us.

Strike
‘Since then we've been

picketing the plant, trying to
gel the support of the workers,
and  we've been  around
AUEW branches looking for
support,

-everywhere

In Comwall, JIMMY
RULE Is standing for
Divisional Organiserin
Division 22.

In Enfield in North
London, ALAN
WATTS is standing for
Assistant  Divisional
Organiser in Division

0.

As Jimmy Rule
writes in his election
address: 'Our union
was built by the fan-
tastic struggles of the
many fine bul un-
known rank and file
members who went
out and organised
despite laws against
them . ..

This Monday Olive Abbs
had a letter from Ward saying
that the District Committee
had examined the case of the
four women,

‘Having considered all the
facts” the letter concluded ‘the
District Committee requests
you~ to withdraw all your
actions outside the warks'.

I'he scandal of the
Northampton four must not
be forgotten.

AUEW branches
should pass
resolutions calling for action
to be taken against Ward
under Rule 22,

This allows for disciphnary
action against any member
whao has ‘injured or attempted
to injure the union® or worked

kneed and
promising
thal has consistently
failed to face up 1o the
struggle’.

by the sirikers witha rude
noise,

The strikers have since
watched while Atkins, with
the full support of the
Engineering Employers
Federation, has
O USED scab lorries to smash

‘There needs to be a
break from the weak-

com-
leadership

Alan Watts and Jim-

my Rule are arguing
for
democracy and con-
trol
membership over all
officials, left and right.
They both urge sup-
ort for the Right to

*

Soclalist Worker urges
Its readers to vote for
Broad Left candidates

rank and file

by the

ork Campaign.
In other eleclions,

or acted contrary to the union
or ils members or have
attempted ta break up or
dissolve the union’.

District Committees,
branches and individual
members should also send
donations

Jobs

These messages and

donations could make the
difference as to whether or not
the women continue their
fight:
O Muriel Bamiord, 14
Spanslade. Road, Biiling
Brook, Northampton.
Telephone: Weston Favell
3391.

Heinz,

the plcket line 10
O GOT SUPPORT from the

‘industrial tribunal’ which the

union boycotted.

O LAID OFF all hourly paid
workers at the Brentford and

Northampton factories.
0O OFFERED police protec-
tion to those who ‘really want
to refurn to work’,

None of this has shaken the
magnificent solidarity of the
women strikers.

The negotiations have raiy-
ed the hopes of the strikers.

Profit

But the signy are
Atkiny, although shaken; iy
not heaten yet, He may well
) o ger awdy with less than
equal pay. X

Anything less than equal
pay would be a serious defeat,
not just for the women at

Trico but for women worker-

sin every part of the country.

If Atkins offers less than
equal pay, the strike must go
on. And every effort must be
made to squeeze Atkins where
it hurts—in his pocket and in
the profits of thé car com-
panies which use windsereen
wipers.

HEINZ
WORKERS

'RAISE £118

FOR SGME time, there have
been acrpuments in  the
Transport Union branch at
in Harlesden over
holding caollections in  the
factory for strikes:

Alfter & visit by a delegation
of Trica strikers, the stewards
decided unanimously to ga
ahead with a collection for the
first time.

The arguments and the
cfforts proved « worthwhile
with the tremendous sum of
£118 raised together with o
donation of soup -and rhat's
only the first time.

. .. and docks

lend a hand

IS MEMBERS in the Royal
Docks have heen organising
collections far the strikers.
After three days, they
collected £23,

We hope to double this in
the next week, when the
money will be sent off.

After reading in a recent
edition of Socialist Worker
that three transport com-
panies had broken the picket
Ines at Trico. (General Ex-

ress  Services, Phoenix
“reightliners and SDS
I'ransport) the shop stewards
committee at the Royal Group
decided to act,

A representative phoned the
three firms and made it clear
that if this happened again. the
companies would be blacked

In reply, the firms-firms all
sent  letters  to  the shop
stewards = commitiee  with
assurances that they wuould
not cross the Trico picket line
aguain,

TROOPS QUT
OF IRELAND

Womens Volce lobby
of the Womens Peace
March in Liverpool.
Assemble 2pm, this
Salurday, 18
Seplember, Pier Head,
Liverpool under
Womens Volce banner

National Right
to Work Campalign

Support the NUPE
Lobby of the Labour
Party Conlerence.
Blackpool, Sunday 26
September, 1pm.

that



