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THIS is the other side of the “There's no room for
immigrants here' uproar—a block of 120 flats, built
with council money, that has stood empty since
completed more than a year ago.

It's the Shakespeare Tower, on the City of London's
Barbican development. The reason thev're empty is
that rents start at £37 a week. Top rent is £56.

It's eouncil housing for the rich—inmore ways than

one.. To build the Barbican, the corporation—mosily

businessmen and bankers—borrowed huge sums from
other businessmen and bankers, so guaranteeing them
the full benefits of bloated interest charges for years to
come.

So far the Barbican has cost an estimated £97
million—enough to build roughly 10,000 ‘normal’
council houses or flats, That's room enough . . .

PICTURE: John Sturrock (Report)

in Britain
should welcome the Asians who
want to come here after being
driven by persecution from country
to country:

EVERY WORKER

Those press lords and politicians who
argue otherwise lie when they pretend that
an Indian or a Pakistani worker is a threat
to English or Scots, Welsh or Irish
workers.

O They say the country's over-
crowded.
That's LIE NUMBER ONE.

It may be tough going in Blackburn or
Stepney or the Gorbals. But you should try
Wilmslow in  Cheshire, Knightsbridge or
Berkhamsted,

There’s no overcrowding there. Indeed most
whao live in these places are so wealthy that they
own two or three other homes as well.

Jack Jones, boss of the Transport Union,
reckons that at any one time there are 800,000
fully-furnished houses empty because their
owners are staying in their second or third
houses. And the richest of them have vast
country estates besides, where there’s stacks of
room.

0 They say this is ‘our country’.
That's LIE NUMBER TWO.

How much of it do you own? For 20 or 30
years slaving to pay off a mortgage you'll get
three bedrooms, a living room, Kitchen and
bathroom and-—with a bit of luck a tiny
garden. |

When it comes to the land itself, the situation
is even more unbelievable. According to &
survey for the Royal Commission on the
Distribution of Wealth, an amazing 2 per cent

of the population own 72 per cent of all land

- values.

Now vou know why building land is so dear,
Now vou know this is their country, with us
crowded in the towns and cities to work for
them.

0O They say immigrants are
flooding into the country, or
scheming to get past the im-
migration controls.

That's LIE NUMBER THREE.

Last year the overall population of Britain
Sfell. And every vear since at least 1961 more
people have left Britain than have come in.

Figures in the official publication Population
I'rends show that between 1970 and 1975,
1,215,600 people came into Britain—and
1,509,400 went out. A net loss of 293 .800.

As for the nonsense about floods of people
lving and scheming to get in, there is a vast
British government burcaucracy in Pakistan,
India and Bangladesh specifically designed to
make it as difficult as possible for those who are
Jully entitled to come.

The case of Bradford bus driver Mohammed
Akram, highlighted in the Inside Story televi-
sion programme in February last year, is
typical.

It took him two and a half vears to get the
Home Office to accept that his wife was his wife
and so entitled to live here with him. By that
time his daughter in Pakistan had died of a fever
that would have been readily cured by the
Health Service in Britain—to which Mohamm-
ed had been contributing all that time.

It’s this system that Enoch Powell and
Foreign Office official D F Hawley defend, a
system already so racist and inhuman that
anyone would try to escape it.

O They say that the agitation
against immigrants isn’t racist.
That's LIE NUMBER FOUR.

It’s racist to the core. So dishonest is the press
propaganda that you'd never guess that more
than three times as many immigrants to Britain
come from Australia, Canada and New Zealand
every vear than from India, Bangladesh and Sn
Lanka put together,

According to the Office of Population
Censuses and. Surveys, 42,100 came from
Australia, Canada and New Zealand last year,
as against 12,600 from India, Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka. In the past six years the totals were
288,700 and 109,900.

Add in the Asian refugees from Ugunda,
Malawiand Kenya, and there are still far more
white immigrants coming in, without a murmur
trom the ‘press or a question from an immigra-
tion official. But the numbers of people coming
in is not the problem,

O LIE NUMBER FIVE is the
biggest of all.

Neither black nor white immigrants cause
unemplovment or bad housing.

There’s been bad housing and a shortage of
housing in Britain for hundreds of years. Bad
housing and.a shortage because housing is built
for profit, not for need. Unemployment was rife
in the 1930s when there was less immigration

No, it's not black and Asian, or even
Australian immigrants, that give workers the
sack. It's profit-hungry companies such as
GEC, the Steel Corporation, the Coal Board,
ICI and Chrysler,

And for as long as the press and the
employers succeed in getting white workers to
biame blacks, they will be langhing all the way
to the bank.

The working class will remain packed into
tiny corners of this and other countries, stuck on
the receiving end of every twist and turn of the
blind economic forces that control this society.
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1,500 marc
to defend
the43

after the hearing.

cky Tomlinson talking 1o John Deason

ACTIVE support for
the student teachers, a
campaign by un-
employed workersin the
mining areas for a vote
against the 44 per cent
pay deal, mass support
for the lobby of the
Recall TUC on 16 June.

I'hese are some of the
décisions that came out of the
first meeting of the National
Right to Work Campaign
Council,

The council was made up of
65 delegates from trade union
bodies that have actively
supporied the campaign.
There were 20 observers from
other trade union
organisations, and apologies
from 13 delegates who could
not attend.

The organisations
represented  were: NUT 3,
shop stewards committees §.
NUPE 4. Labour Party 2,
Boilermakers 1, ASTMS 2,
Right to Work Committees 8,
Cuts committees 2. GMWU 1,
NUJ 3, CPSA 2, TGWU 7,
AUEW S NUM2Z NALGO L,

APEX 1, NUDBTW |,
UCATT. 3, EETPL 2
NATFHE 3.

The council will be the
policy-making body of the
Right to Work Campaign. It
issued this declaration:

dards and jobs.

Right to Work
Councll calls
support for

§ student
occupations

per cent wage [reeze.

‘We are particularly angry
about the continued mass
unemployment and savage
public service cuts thal go
hand in hand with such wage
control. We categorically re-
ject the notion that we, the
working class. must make the
sacrifices for the employers’
inability to solve the crisis they
have created.

Militant

‘We endorse the ten Right to
Work Campaign demands
and recognise that the fight for
such demands can only be
waged by strong. militant
trade union organisation.

‘Yet the TUC General
Council, in line with the
present Labour government,
prefers to bow down to the
pressures of big business and
finance speculators, We, the
Rank and File, must organise
within the trade unions
against such class collabora-
tion, and so strengthen our
ability to defend living stan-

‘This Council, therefore,
undertakes to organise and
calls for support of:

‘1. A mass rank and file
lobby by trade union delegates
and the unemployed, of the 16
June Recall TUC Congress,
starting 9.30am outside Cen-
tral Hall. Westminster, Cen-
tral London.

FIFTEEN HUNDRED demonstrators
picketed Hendon Magistrates Court last
Friday in support of the 43 unemployed
workers and trade unionists arrested
after the police attacked the Right to

2. A march of unemployed
(hacked and sponsored by
official trade wunion
organisations) from London
to the September TUC Con-
gress in Brighton culminating
in 2 mass rank and file lobby.

“This National Council for
the Right to, Work of

emploved and unemployed
trade union delegates ex-

presses its disgust at the ‘3. Support for all actions
WOI'k MarCh at Staples Corner on19 collaboration of the TUC agninst the cuts. defence of
March. General Council with the  jobs. conditions, or for better

wages. Campuign for official
trade union backing of such
actions.

: e,
The public gallery was packed. Loud cheering and Banners from Oxford on the demonstration governmient in backing the 4%

clapping greeted the marchers as the police escorted

them nto court,

Forty-two marchers were
released on bail until their trial
begins on 17 September. One,
John Deason, sceretary of the
Right to Work Campaign, was
remanded on £2500 bail until
I8 June. when the date for his
trial at the Old Bailey will be
announced.

When the marchers left
court they marched at the
head of the demonstration
down to Staples Corner,
where the police had attacked

nc ma

Al an

the (S LRl S ho
North
XXy

We won Pentonville, we lost
Shrewsbury, We must carry
on the fight.'

Gerry  Jones, from the
Chrysler Stoke shop stewards’
delegation, commented on the
unbelievable case the police
were trying to put against the
marchers. ‘Would anyone in
their right mind attack the
police right outside a police
station?” he asked.

Weapon

Graham Skinper, former
Clay Cross councillor, said
- strike weapon 5 ]

the ostab

i ang He saud
de stration wa a
marvelion n-out’, but ask
d where were the MPs

\\_ ,:‘ — . R .

jasled  for

Telegrams of support came
from Peter Hain, president of
the Young Liberals and
himself the victim of a recent
attempted frame-up.and Joan
Maynard MP,

Ricky Tomlinson, who was
picketing at
Shrewsbury, said it was ‘a
terrific turn out’. He brought
‘support and solidanty rrom
Des Warren', wha ts still in jail
for picketing.

*The police think it's a crime
because you're on the dole.
You're accused of breaking
police truncheons with your
heads, of denting palice boots
with vour hips and noscs

*“Now the hanky panky has
started, the negotiations and
the deals. Don't fall for 1

Ihe fina

speaker was the

THEDELEGATIONS

ABOUT 100 trade union
banners were carried on
the demonstration outside
the court. Official
delegations on the picket
included:

London Royal Docks,
Bradford Trades Council,
Lewisham NALGO,
Goldsmiths College
Students Union, Bristol
Students Union, Frenchay
Hospital NUPE,
Walthamstow NALGO Ac-
tion Group, Hackney Trades
Council, Westminster
Trades Council, Tollarston
Park NUT, Oxford Trades

Council, TGWU Cowley
Assaembly branch, UPW
Llondon and Oversaas

AUEW
Letchworth, Glasgow Cor-

Yoang Socialists,

UNEMPLOYED WORKERS INACTION

poration EETPU, lameside
Trades Union Council,
lpswich Trades Caouncil,
Tower Hamlets NALGO,
Hammersmith NALGO, GLC
NALGO, Exeter NUR No 2,
Barnet - Trades Council,
Norwich Trades Council,
ASTMS Norwich, NATFHE
Enfield.

Paisley College of
Technology, ATTI Wilcot,
CPSA British Library, CPSA
Newham and Waltham
Forest, London North East
TASS, Wolverhampton
UCATT, British Airways
JSSC Heathrow, Wembley 4
AUEW, Magazine Branch
NUJ, Haringey Trades
Council, Hackney NUT, North
London NUT, NATFHE North
London Poly, UCATT
Northamplon, Charing
Cross ASTMS, Lambeth,
Dagenham and Croydon
Trades Councils, Hull Docks
shop stewards committee,
Ealing Students Union,
NUPE Derbyshire.

- Strengthen

‘4. Build and strengthen
rank and file groupings,
papers and workplace
organisation within the trade
union movement.

‘5. Build and strengthen local
Right to Work and anti-cuts
committees of trade uvnion
delegates gnd unemployed ac-
tivists.

‘6. Defend by every means
necessary, the 43 arrested
Right to Work marchers to
prevent paolice and court in-
timidation of rank and file

actions against unemploy-
ment.
‘Fight for the Right 1o
Waork!

‘Stop the Cuts!
‘No Deal with Healey!

)

John Deason was con-
firmed as secretary of the
campaign. The council agreed
that between meetings there
would, be  fortmightly dis-
cussions by the London
members of the council,

redundancies.

‘We wish to place on record our fraternal thanks to the
Trades Council, the shop stewards of Skelmersdale and
the Unemployed Workers Commitiee for their support.’

The picture story on the page is aboul the Action
Committee’s occupation of the Skelmersdale Job
Centre, which they took over for two hours.

A third story reporis that a meeling of shop stewards
from almost every faclory in Skelmersdale, called by the
Trades Council, decided to 'stage a rally and demonsira-
tion in the New Town on 26 May in line with the nalional
movement for the “Right to Work Campaign” on that
day.'

A RECENT front page of the Skelmersdale Adverliser
shows the success of the Right to Work Campaign there.

The main story is about an occupalion at Rhodes
Home Bakery dough factory by 24 workers who had
been sacked, The Unemployed Workers Action Com-
mittee gave the occupiers active support.

The next meeting of the full
council will be on Smturday 3
July.

John Deason told Socialist
Worker after the meeting:
‘This was a good represen-
tutive meeting of trade union
bodies that  have proved
themselves in the campaign
meeting alongside  un-
emploved workers., These are
the peaple who should deter
mine the policy of the cam
paign.'

The occupation ended in viclory, with management
even agreeing to pay full wages for the period of the sii-
in. The area orgamser ot the food workers' union,
USDAW, said: ‘The settlement has completely vin-
dicated the workers’ decision 1o occupy. We hope this
will show the way for other groups ol workers facing
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PRICE OF

FIGHTING
FASCISM

TWENTY-ONE  anti-
fascists suffered as Brad-
ford magistrates  sought
their pound of flesh last

The three

men who
spewed on

democracy

MURDERED - by the
racists of Fleet St.

Q@

week.
I The 21 faced chnrgc.s a'rising
to help overseasweremurdersan 1 SCANDAL OF IMMIGRANTS— CANC K"_l_ o B e

Front on 24 April.

The police had forced a
route for the Front into
Manningham—where  many
of Bradford's blacks live—for
a fascist rally in Manningham
Middle School.

Fiftenn cases were heard.
Four were foimd guilty of
assault on the police, They will
be sentenced in June.

Ten were fined. Fines for
‘threatening to cause hreach of
the peace’ ranged from £60 to
£185,

The total cost of fines so far
is £740. With costs, it comes to
£955. "

O Donations are still
needed. Send them to the
Manningham Defence

South Woodford, East

London, on Saturday.
They weren’t annoying
anybody. They were walking to
a Chinese restaurant when
they were attacked by a gang of
white youths and knifed.

£600-A-WEEK { | HOW BRITAIN
IMMIGRANTS |5 IS DECEIVED

Just some of the poison now pouring darb out of Fleet Street

cut every
engineer’s
wages ...

IN THE CRUCIAL
wages debaie at last
week’s National Com-
mittee of the AUEW's
engineering section,
three delegates voted
directly against the line

ENVOY’S &ON

==" Double murder in Lon

. and (above m,'hu the inevitable result

filthy attack against the Malawi
Asians, there have been a number
of attacks. They have culminatedin
the murder of the bays last
weekend, Make no mistake, this
was the result of the atmosphere
the press has created’.

are a ‘problem’ and ought to be
eliminated. There has been a wave
of attacks on black people«in
London and Birmingham.

object of abuse

Two and & half weeks ago, The
Sun screamed about the "Scandal
of the £600 a week immigrants’.

Since then there has hardly been
a newspaper or @ news broadcast
that has not referred to the so-
called ‘problem” of a few thousand
more Asian immigrants coming to
Britain,

It is hardly surprising that some
white teenagers have drawn the
conclusion that any black people

The police have arrested four
white teenagers and charged them
with murder. Once the arrests had
been made, the press tried to forget
the incident.

Well they might. For those who
wielded the knives were not the
only murderers . . .

The responsibility lies with those
who put the idea into their heads

As Mohammed Haque, a Bengali
student who has lived in Tower
Hamlets for three years, told
Socialist Worker: ‘In the three
weeks since the press started their

This foul situation has got to be
stopped. Every trade unionist and
socialist must help the Asian
community to ward off these
attacks and to undermine the

Fund, 41 Athol Road, Brad-

of resolutions from
their own divisions.

Had they voted in line
with those resolutions,
the National Commiltee
would have thrown out
the Healey pay deal by 26
votes to 25.

As it was, they rejected
the ‘no wage restraint'
motion by 28 votes o 23.

Passed

Bill Rowlands went to
the national committee
from Division No 15
a.iverpool Chester, and

orth Wales). That divi-
slon sent this resolutionto
the national commiltee,

e Mg thencgseiee o miner Miners on the march in Sheffield last ™ =
divisional committee fﬁ:tei‘; ?na?ai:ﬁ:edetl:) Saturday: 4000 workers turned out lo =
raen:bedrs. including acceler%te the fall in Id commemorate the 1926 General Strike. __ -

%i‘ﬁn st;atlonal com- living standards for Shou But will the TUC be allowed to mark the i

mittee instructs executive
council to totally oppose
state Interference into
wage bargaining and

pledge full support to the
members in their efforis to
maximise wages, as wage
conirols in a capitalist
sociely can only lead lo a
reduction in the living
slandards of our members
and their families.’

This motion was com-
posited as partof the main
left resolulion opposing
the 4'; per cent pay deal.

IT MUST BE NO

THIS WEEK
miners are be-
ing urged by

them and their
families.

My fears are that if
this latest phase of
government wage
policy is accepted, we
shall see a huge in-
crease in the clamour
for overtime working in

the coalfields.

O

that black people are a werthy

Why every

chuck out
Healey's
pay deal

Miners, too. have  to
wake up to the threat of

: - ; : overtime in general and
g ol N With our ‘leaders’  producing coal in
; attempting to sell the  ,uertime in par-
deal. wages policy which they ey iar
Record admit will mean a decline ’
AL 'k'""“gm s'::“l‘,’a'l;‘.’" That letter, trom Gordon
The two delegates from W o?,'e"’, N ach other &3 Harris, NUM-President at
Kent were J Lambourn maintain their standard of Bentinck Colliery, South
(Ministry ol Defence, liv? ab o oot " ther  Nottinghamshire, sums up
Ashiord) and J Simpson me’;?mdy the 4 ""ngw_ the feelings of thousands of
(CAV, Rochester). Thelr warkin overti?ne with all miners who have had
division (No 24) also sub- 9 : enough of wage restraint,
the dangers to safety that The miners are worse off

mitted a resolution asking
the national commitlee to
record ‘its continued op-
position to any form ol
incomes policy and Its
support for free collective
bargaining'.

Yeét Lambourn and

that implies.

Already we are told that
overtime working in out-
side industries has risen
from 11.22 million work-
ing hours in January to
13.65 million in March.

Those extra hours could

now than before the 1972
strike.

If they accept the deal,
they'll be plunging
themselves back into the
poverty and insecurity of
the 1960s.

racism that causes them.

WHAT WE THINK

miners  will be

taking
money from the pockets of
low-paid workers if they get
mare than the limit.

But have the low-paid
workers benefited from the

strike’s 50th anniversary with another
great betrayal?

ford 9.

Pl

S

OUR SPUDS SCANDAL

Dear Socialist Worker,
My blood is boiling when | read today that

o s e bent o gy e dibecizas 15,180 iy 45 aionk Bii thiss the cauliflowers are being burnt by British
' ; low-paid workers have farmers and potatoes dumped because
made the greatest they cannot get the former high prices for
ADVERTISEMENT The government and the  sacrifices in the last year— them.
union leaders have two  andwill, if they observe the Local shop owners have told us that there

COMMITTEE

RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN
RANK AND FILE ORGANISING

arguments for a yes vote.
The deal will stop prices
rising, they claim.
This week, this argument
was exploded by the Prime
Minister, Shirley Williams,

cond argument is that

freeze, make still greater
sacrifices next year.

O

NO.

has been no shortage of potatoes in this
country for the last two months—they have
never seen stored stocks so high.

The Labour government just stands idly by
while our food burns.

I enclose a donation to the SW Fighting Fund

o She admits that the infla- i to contribute to the fight to destroy the potato
L BBY TH E tion rate won't be brought mox_fewpgzndon'\;’vox;‘eé: thgee; barons and their lacl?eys in goveynmer?!o and
SPE c 'AL dowrl into single figures as gy for it out of it so we the workers can control our food
she promised last year. Their determination to production rationally. 500
: She admits that the price  fight depends on the deter- Fratemally, Sandy Rose, Hard up
TUC CONGRESS index has risen by three ination of the better- Housewife, Manchester.
: and a half points inthe last  5roanised, more militant Thanks, Sandy. And thanks, too, to the others 400
J UN E 1 6TH five weeks alone. workers like the miners. who sent money to our fighting fund:
‘Why? Not because of ; Rooder. Manchestor £1.40: A Blcomfield £1; Inner Esst
high wage increases, Ob- That’s why all London 15 £16.75, J & M Hurlord £8; J Begg £1; West London 300
NO TUC DEAL WITH viously not, The wage miners—and all low- s A s o 10 Gty LA an
freeze has persisted  paid workers, like the This week's-total £52.15 brings the M
HEALEY \:\ithquta break throughout  members of NUPE who figuresuvpv tg s tota \ ings ay 550
this time. : -
- The price increases have :hr:irbe';':agmza.}:omg ": : £ 3_96- 62 X
Wednesday 16th June, 9.30am been caused by the run on abou Keep it coming inl Send donations and
: the pound. the Healey deal this collections to Socialist Worker Fighting Fund, 100
CENTRAL HALL‘ WESTMINSTER The government’s se- week—should vote 8 Cottons Gardens, London E2.
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AUEW

THE Amalgamated Union of
Engineering Workers is under

senfence of death,

If the sentence is carried out, trade
union organisation in every engineer-
ing [actory will be irrevocably damag-

ed

T'he sentence was passed last week by the
AUEW’'s Engineering Section National
Committee, which split 26-26 on the
proposals to
membership for closer amalgamation of

executive's

the union’s four sections.

Under these proposals, the
four sections would be con-
trolied by one executive and
one national committee of 150
delegates 91 from engineer-
ing, 26 from the white-callar
section (TASS). 20 from the
foundry section and 13 from
construction;

After the tied vote. the
president, Hugh Scanlon,
declared the proposals lost,
The committee then voted 28-
24 for a right-wing resolution
which insisted on much
smaller representation on the
new  national  committee
only seven delegates each from
I'ASS and the {oundry, and
three from construction.

These proposals will almost
certainly be thrown out by the
smaller sections, and the
amalgamation could perish as
& result.

Does this matter? Yes, it
matters very much indeed.

‘Trade union organisation in
engineering is being damaged

by the divisions between
white-collar and  blue-collar
working.

The only way to ensure
against these divisions is to
organise  white-collar and
shop floor workers into the
same union, with the same
discipline. The only union
which can be built into a single
engincering union is the
AUEW,

I'hat was the reason for the
merger with TASS.

The defeat last week of the
AUEW-TASS merger is
therefore a defeat for all trade
union organisation in
engincering. If allowed to

stand, it will open the divisions
between manual and white-
collar workers.

This defeat was the work of

The righr-wing ringicader

Jomn B oga iz

=
phe right wing's artitwde 1o
amaizomation: “We're being
shrotthed by am ever-
shuckening white collar worn
&y mon-productive workers in

We're carrying these
on our backs'.

=y

wWOrier:

ballot the

by Paul Foot

the right wing in the national
committee, led by John Weak-
ly. They fought the proposals
because they are terrified of
TASS's  left-wing  palitics.
They fear that the TASS
delegates could tip the delicate
balance n the union to the
left apgainst wage restraint
for instance.

That is the only reason for
Weakly's - opposition to
amalgamation,

Yet. tragically, the right
wing were allowed to emerge
from the debate as the protec-
tors of democracy and rank
and file control.

They pointed out that under
the exccutive proposals, ex-
isting TASS officials would
not have to stand for re-
election, although all other
officials in the union will.
Warse than that, TASS of-
ficials, who are appointed, will
be allowed to stand for other
offices in the union,

Safe

As Andy McKay. a veteran
from Newcastle, put it: "‘When
we stand for clection and lose,
we're out on the stones, When
these TASS officials stand,
they've a safe job to go back
to,’

No one could answer these
arguments.

Scanlon and several left-
wing delegates  mumbled
about ‘legahty’ and ‘the con-
tracts of serviee of TASS
officials’. As if the legal con-
tracts of service of appointed
TASS officials wete more
important than the principle
of rank and file control of the
union!

There was a simple solution
to the deadlock. The executive
proposals could have been
amended to allow for regular
election of TASS officials.
Such an amendment would
almost certainly have been
carried—and with it the entire
amalgamation.

As right-winger after right-

winger spoke agamnst the

appommtment of TASS of-

ficals, the dent, Hugh

Scasios. called on them to
——

E L ATty TgID Ty
Saret ® ms PRI
et i wam: Wiy
rzmser ¢ smrws e ey

nuy e " e | >

wreges g T  cseThay .
Femm. T me wmw T @
oy of B L FW

ng the amaigamatsos 3
amending the resolgtion

But here’s the real mystery:
why didn't any of the 26 lefi-
wing delegales . move the
amendment? They knew that
such an amendment would

=

embarrass the right wing and
would probably win at least
one more delegate o the
executive proposals - so win-
nng a majonty,

At the Broad Left meeting
before the debate Jimmy Reid
argued for the left to put
forward an ‘election of all
officials’ amendment. He was
defeated.

Why? There is only one
possible  explanation: the
Broad Left on the committee,
controlled by the Communist
Party, refused ta rwisk its

THE latest Rank
and File pamphlet, The
Ugly Face of Chapple’s

Union and How to
Change it. ‘will be of
immense value to all

union members who wish
to see an end to the right-
wing domination of the
Electricians and
Plumbers Union

buiiding of a national rank

members' many official posts
in TASS in elections - even at
the cost "of losing the
amalgamation,

Handed

So, by retusing to speak up
tor and vote for election of
officials throughout the
amalgamated  upion, the
Broad Left handed the argo-
ment and the vote to the right
wing on a plate.

There is no justification for
the appointment of officials,

by JIM ATKINSON
Secretary, London South
Waest EETPU branch

and file movement at shop
floor, branch, and district
level around a programme
that demands;

O Election of all officials.
O District committees com-
posed of branch mnd shop

00T representatives

i Conicrences Ol the

Unity is Strength—that's the AUEW's motto,

o

Threaten that unity and the strengih of engineering workers evervwhere is threatened.

I'he AUEW is the strongest
unian.in the country precisely
because its officials are clected
and its structure is open to
rank and file control.

Any white-collar section of
the AUEW must be run on
similar principles. Otherwise,
what is to distinguish its
structure from the un-
demacratic, appointed-for-life
brigade in ASTMS or
ACTSS?

The rank and file of the
AUEW as a matter of the
utmost urgency must not leave

What wecan do about

0 All wage agreements to he
submitted to conference of
shop stewards of the in-
dustry concerned. who will
have the power to accept or

reject  the proposed
agreements

I believe this is a correct
perspective. Experience
shows that & strong,

grassroots movement is the
best guarantee that the
leadership doss not go
"

Pu— . deseres

- thvin 1he

the matter there. Every branch
in AUEW and TASS must
start campaigning now.

FOR one union in engineer-
ing.
FOR immediate amalgama-
tion of all sections of the
AUEW,

FOR immediate formation
of staff-manual committees in
every workplace,

AGAINST cosseting of
existing officials and ex-
ecutives at the expense of
amalgamation and rank and
file control.

EETPU —both for the clari-
ty of its ideas. and the clear
and concise way It argues its
case for a democratic union
controlled by its members.
[ Jim Atkinson was a rank
and file candidate in the
EETPU Executive Council
election last year for Divi-
sion 8, extending from
South London to Kent and
Southampton.

Because of the massive
press campaign for the
right wing and the ‘softly,
softly’ approach of the

NEW RANK AND FILE PAMPHLET
Sp 2 copy. plus 7p postage More than 10 copies post free
Oeders 50 265a Seven Sisters Road. London N4

Sy Wiliams (Rank and File
date for genaral secretary),
Redder Tape, CPSA

that ugly face

EETPU Rank and File National Mesting
No TUC deal with Healey
Build a fighting Rank and File

Does this mean
the death sentence?

FOUR
- WHO

"VOTED
AGAINST

TWO delegates from
Ireland voted against the
policy of their division
on amalgamation. If they
had voted with their
division, the amalgama-
tion would have been
carried,

The two were N Young of
Newry and D Sweeney of
County Offaly.

The Irish division of the
AUEW (No 1) sent in the
foliowing resolution to the
national committee:

‘That this National Com-
millee instructs executive
council to have amalgama-
tion between the four sec-
fions Implemented before
the end of 1976. At the
present rate of progress, we
will never realise the posi-
tion of one complete union
for the engineering in-
dustry.’

Passed

The division
demanded in another
resolution ‘the early
transfer from the super-
visory branches to TASS',

Yet Young and Sweeney
voted against allowing the
membership to vote on
amalgamation. Explaining
his action, Young lold the
committee: ‘Our division's
molion was passed a long
time ago.”

The delegates from Divi-
sion 20, which also called in
a resolution for amalgama-
tion ‘as a matter of exireme
urgency’, voted' against il
They are D B Mackie, from
Watford, and K Blundell
from Enfield.

also

Communist Party-led op-
position Flashlight group,
the sitting execulive
councillor romped home.

Jim Atkinson also stood
In the previous election,
but for Division 9 further
wesl. The right-winger
there barely got the
necessary oyerall majori-
ty against a split left-wing
vote. Division 9 was then
divided between
neighbouring  divisions
and reappeared in
Yorkshire.

Speakers include Billy Williams (Rank and
File candidate for EETPU general secretary)
and Jim Atkinson {Rank and File candidate,

Chairman: George Kelly (EETPU convenor,

. ember), Alan Watts EC Division No 8}.

TTreE MX Eectrics toolroom and

topeesrs Oharter) —all in personal Glasgow)

=cacrtes Saturday 12 June, 2-Spm
Tharsday 3 June, 7.30pm

tads of piace = be announced

Digbeth Civic Hall,.Deritend High Street,
Birmingham.




Ruth
Martin

THE VOTE in the union
meeting to occupy was
quite close—59 to 49.
The next morning, the
students camse into the
college, many of them
angry. We held a mass
meeting and told them
what had happened in
Scotland, and what the
prospects were for jobs.
By the end of the
meeting, almost
everyone supported the
occupation. | think peo-
ple have had enough of
demonstrating through
London on a Sunday

Chris
Goldie

I'VE BEEN ftrained as a

primary teacher. |If }
anything, the situation for
primary school teachers is 4

even worse than it is for
secondary schools.

As far as | know, none of
the trained primary school
teachers in this college
have got a job yet |'ve
applied for a job and had
an interview

But I've just heard that
I've been put on the
waiting list, with literally

Davies

I'VE BEEN trained for
three years to teach
English in secondary
schools.

I live in Cam-:
bridgeshire. There have
been seventy applicants
for every teacher's job in
Cambridgeshire secon-
dary schools next year.

I've already had six
rejected out of hand,
without even an inter-
view,

When | heard about the
occupation, | thought
that this was just another
effort, another demo,

But thers is such active
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thousands of gthers, I'm

really glad that interest now among so

something’s been done _ , many people,

b about it at last. ] : People are changing
That at last people are i 3 ; . avery minute, seeing that

talking about our jobs, and they can do something

writing about it in the about their lives. It's-ex-

HOW WE CAN

Why weve i
== occupled

= our college

[J SEND flying pickets to ¢very college of education
PICTURES: Chris Davies and Angsla Phillips (Reprt)

afterncon with no one
taking any interest, They
want action,

Ruth Martin, President
of the students union at
Southlands College of
Education, Wimbledon,
explained how the fight
against education culs
spread from Scotland to
England,

SPECIAL
REPORT
FROM
SOUTHLANDS,
WIMBLEDON,
THE FIRST
COLLEGE

and s "rread the fight fo other sectors of studenis.
D pickets to the schioiy. Demand that teachers

refuse to cover for vacancies.

O VISIT other groups of workers affected by the

cuts: bus garages, railway depols, hospitals.

[0 SEND deputations to local factories. Ask to see

convenors and shop stewards, and put the students’

case lo them,

0 TRY fo involve school leavers who will be on the

dole in a lew weeks’ time.

[ MOST IMPORTANT: Set up coordinating com-

mitlees between the occupied colleges. Do not leave

the struggle 1o the National Union of Students. The

majority on the NUS executive waited seven days

before even putting out a press release in England

aboul the occupation of the Scottish colleges.

STOP
THE
CUTS

K

dnhann

IT'S VITAL
READING

We had quite a few of
the Rank and File Stop
the Cuts pamphlet
when we occupied.
We sold them all in a
matter of hours.

It's just what you
need inan occupation.
It gives the arguments
about the ‘national
cake' which come up
all the time.

I'd advise every oc-
cupying committee to
order lots of copies
right away.

w:e=n How teachers are fighting for jobs

studenis occupied. the

ollege princip J 4 .

;,h;;‘;;[‘u’:’:h:}'df\.ﬁu;j"{m TEACHERS in more than Education  authorities h\tl?ll given lor  preparnng Nomwood School i South the doie —John Lomas-

students sent a deputation 1o 30 l,qndon schools are hought  they could save lc.'\\‘nn.‘: and marking books 1 fnndun. teld  Socialist We ook a ballot among Clarke, former Presi-

the Post Offiee and operating a policy to create money by cutting down the was whittled away. \\51r!<c|: our members at the end of last dent NUS, Southlands
: ey more jobs. number of supply teachers leachers in schools around We have alwavs been hit term, and started the policy af College.

explained their case, The wha do the work of absent Londen are fighting against hard at our schoal hy #bsences no cover in January. [0 Stop the Cuts: 19p

phones were reconnected. They are refusing to take teachers. this vicious money-saving  among staff, ‘It worked. Previously we {inc postage], from

The ssudents have also classes for teachers absent The extra work was thrown  scheme "We were fed up with cover- only got two or three supply 265a Seven Sisters

picketed several other South because of sickness or other onta the teachers in the H:—lrr\- Caplan, National ing, specially as theré are so teachers, Now we're lousy Road, London N4.

London colleges, sparking reasons school. The time they had Union of Teiachers rep at many unemployed teachers on with them! We've never seen

SO many.’
The Inner London Educa-

off other sccupations.

dnd they have handed ot rF}IE \/ I TAL DE MAND THE NUS VOTED DOWN tion Authority has had to hire NOISS: Emergency
leatlers in all the main 221 maore supply reachers than NATIONAL COM-
shopping areas explaining THE EXECUTIVE of the National Union of Students called for These called upon the NUS to demand that the main teachers’ they calcwlated for! MITTEE
their case, the spreading of the occupations to every college of education at union, the NU'T, set up an uncmplmcdlmrllcrs section and that But the no-cover policy is MEETING
Their headauarters are the s meeting on Sunday. It also called for other colleges to stage it implemented a blanket ‘no cover’ policy—that is, that it is unofficial
plush .\cmu'r CoRion Yoom., sympathy occupations. m\lrllﬂ\l.h!"('lllht’r.\ nnttu'dmhc work of absent l'c_uclu-n A no- ch[c Kirkham, canvenor Nsa"":acy “29 ’é‘y'
from which the principatand £y ! { coverpolicy would immediately force the authorities fo take on oj the East London No Cover d°°“'L : OE; ar-
: v y he resolution calling for action was moved by NOISS many more teachers. Committee, recelved a letter ens, Lonaon E<.
her senior siaff have taken  member Graham Threlfall. Most of the executive had no plans It seems the majority of the NUS executive are frightened to  from the NUT headquarters To discuss strategy

7 A : :
flight, for action and voted for most of the NOISS resolution. But. tread on the toes of trade union leaders who do not want to fight warning that those who took for occupations

regrettably, they voted down n couple of important points, unemployment, action faced “the possibility of Every IS Society to
mmternal disciplinary action’ by send delegate

the umon
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A bunch of profiteers give the

orders. And the
ment slavishly

Labour govern-
carries them

Held up to ransom...

‘I DO NOT BELIEVE one can
force the large private sector to
invest.

‘Therefore one has to have a
choice between a  wholly-
controlled economy or one which
is a mixed economy and for that
part of the mixed economy which is
private you can lead a horse to
water but yon can’t make it drink.

‘Therefore vou have to apply the
necessary incentives which will compel
it to drink,

mixed economy; and not a totally
controlled economy. that must be the
basis on which our economic policy
proceeds’,

Consequences

Who said this? James Callaghan, in
the House of Commons two weeks ago.

I quote it because a reader suggests
that it is ‘unfair’ to say, as [ did fast
week, that government economic
policy is designed to increase profits.
regardless of the consequences for the
working class. Well, there it is from the

But the word profits Is not men-
tioned?

Frue. Callaghan uses the usual
newspeak which never calls a spade a
spade if it is possible to call it an aid to
excavatory operations,

However, the code is easy enough to
decipher: ‘necessary incentives’ means
profits, ‘mixed economy’ means
capitalism and so on,

Last week the man was at it again, It

wus a most appropriate occasjion—the
annual dinner of the Confederation of
British Industries.

e

tuated by the kind ofapplause and cries
of “hear, hear” which are normally
reserved for a Tory administration’,
noted Victor Keegan of the Guardian.

Approval

The accredited representatives of big
business warmly approved of
Callaghan’s *firm promise 1o take the
sting out of the price code'—to boost
profits still further, of course.

Most people will be surprised to
learn that there is any sting left in the
price code. Last month saw record price

out—to our cost.

A Captain
of Industry,

showing how much

work he does...

WE HAVE too many relving on too few. We need more
doers and fewer talkers,

Those pearls of wisdom come from Barrie Heath. boss of
GKN, one of Britain's largest multinational companies.

Heath is  certainly no
“talker’=his brain works too
slowly for his tongue to
make anything of his all-too-
rare ideas—but neither is he
much of a ‘doer’,

His work consist of Mying
by helicopter round GKN's
plants making sure other
people are doing something
useful, unlike himself, an
extraordinary  valuable
pastime which brings him in
£300 u week after stoppages.

He's quite a ‘doer’ i his
spare-time though. After a

? : risons, waiting for the
hard week in the cockpit, he P < o :
likes nothing better than ... Supreme Court to decide
# hard weekend in the whﬂher l!]e death penal-
cockpit. ty 18 constitutional or not,

Of these, 318 are hlack,
Mexican-American,
B()at American Indians or Puerto
This time it’s his power
boat, which roars him round

Rican.
the Solent, helping him to

And of the 3859 people
executed since [930, 2066

forget the cares of a Captain

of Industry.

were black or members of
This time last year, sad to

other minorities.
sav. Barrie hoy ran into a

_ Crime
spat of bother with the old

i O R e T
No worries. Off it went to  Dlack people—not because
Vandervells, 3 GKN sub- they commit more crimes,
idiary in Maidenhead, but because in America to be
where nearly three weeks' biack is a crime, To be black
and to stand up for your

work was done on it. Sotinie L -

Barrie was charged a dignity is often a capital

offence.

Take the case of 17-vear-
old Gary Tvler, He was
convicted of shooting a
white youth. Convicted by
all-white juryv—and

THERE ARE 544 people
now sitting on Death
Row in American

mere £40 for labour costs—
burely a fraction of the real
'OsL,
Now you know what he
eans when he says ‘we have
too many relying on too few':  an

WITHOUT COMMENT

BEXLEY HEALTH DISTRICT

7o..... A1l Heads of Departments

Subject or Referencs...................

=Y

GREENWICH & BEXLEY AREA HEALTH AUTHORITY

Hospital Administrator =000

..Doilet Paper JJ/GEE

"As this party has always stood for »

Gary Tyler

sentenced by a white judge.

The shooting happened in
October 1974, 60 black
students were getting on a
school bus to go home when
it was attacked by 200 white
students and their parents,
SOMEC CAITYINg guns,

One of the white students

Dare: 13%h March 1976

Would you please note that

and mot staff,
Sonths staff bave been using the
rolls for ome reason or ancther,

knovledge this practice exists in your department
priate steps %o

wvould you please take the appro
) stop it,

the soft paper toilet
rolls are provided énly for the use of patients
It would appesar that in recent

soft toilet
If to your

horse’s mouth.

GARY 171S FAC

‘Mr Callaghan's speech was punc-

NG
THEELECIRE CHAR:

++ . and the school where it all began

way shot dead.

The police searched the
bus for the gun. During the
search, Gary Tyler protested
that s member of the sheriff’s
department was pointing a
loaded gun at the students’
heads. :

He was arrested for
obstructing justice. That
night the charge was chang-
ed to murder,

Natalic Blanks, a black
student who' signed a state-
ment saying she saw Gary
with the gun, now admits she
lied,

On “the night of the
shooting, she was  strip-
searched in the police sta-
tion, While naked, two male
deputies grabbed her and

What

MORE evidence of what
Labour's public spending
cuts really mean is con-
tained in a circular from
Strathclyde Regional
Council in Scotland
which has fallen into Fifth
Column’s grateful hands.

Feaded Reduction in
usage of potatoes to bagin
week commencing 10 N?av
1976, it instructs school
cooks 1o restrict costs’

It begins: The normal
allowance of potatoes in
econcary schools is ¥:ib

“shouted: 'You know Gary
shot him.

The police threatened to
charge her with accessory 1o
the murder unless she signed
the statement. They
thteatened that she would
never see her baby again.

Framed

Gary was framed on this
false statement, He was
convicted and condemned to
death.

That's justice—
American style. His case
i5 not the exception. It’s
the rule.

EVER WONDERED why
jeans are now so expen-
sive? The answer is to be
found in the United States,
where Levi Strauss—the
biggest firm in the fiald—
are being done for price-
fixing.

Apparently they not only
tell their 15,000 American
retailers what to charge for
their blue denim jeans, but
they withhold supplies un-
less retailers agree to sell
other lines as well.

According to the Federal
Trade Commission,
retailers have
‘coercion, discipline and
surveillance’ as the firm
have made sure that they
did what they were told.

ENOCH POWELL was
guest of honour recently ar
Oxford's Imperial Chub
and. despite cloak and
dagger security
arrangements, 80 supporters
of the local anti-fascise
commitiee were there 1o
‘welcome' him.

Reporters were barred,
but Fifth Column managed
to sfip a corresponderni
inside. Apparently Powell
spoke in favour of
compulsory repatriation for
imenigrants, adding that
Australians, New
Zealanders and Poles showld
all be sent back, along with
Astans, of course,

The Oxford dons and so-
called student intellectuals—
tomarrow'’s ruling class—
greeted this nonsense with
due respect . . .

REMEMBER the earth-
quake in Guatemala three
months ago? It killed 23, -

people and left a
quarter of the population
homeless.

The US Agency for Inter-
national Development has
been spending its time
arguing with other relief
organisations. US AID
doesn’t want the cor-
rugated metal for roofing
to be given free to the
homeless. It wants to sell
i,

And if the people don't
have the money, they can
borrow it on the never-
never.

That ought to make sure
they keap in line,

the cuts rea”y mean

per meal {raw weight). In
primary schools a smaller
portion is sufficient.

This allowance will con-
tinue to be observed on
three days per week but on
two days per week, until
further notice, no potatoes
are to be served.

In place of potatoes on
these two days, bread is to
be substituted—one slice
for secondary school
pupils and a hall slice per
primary school pupil.

The circular goes on to
suggest ways of saving
on potatoes:

O Avoid leaving potatoes

in the electric potato

" machine too long, as part
of the potatoes will be lost,

T If potatoes are left on.
plates, reduce size of help-
lng.

[if potatoes are left over
in the kitchen, they could
be fried or made into
potato balls next day. This
does not apply to potatoes
which have been returned.

[] Be careful to avoid

cooking too many
potatoes.

Ah, the joys of Labour
government . . .

rises.

suffered

But, such as it is, the price
code is to be bhent still
further—in the interests of
bigger profits,

Let us now summarise the
substance of government
policy. as stated by
Callaghan himself.

We reject 2 planned
cconomy (‘wholly-
controlled cconomy’),

We stand for capitalism
('a mixed economy’),

Capitalism won't work
unless the capitalists want (o
invest ('you can lead a horse
o water , , '),

They won't invest unless
they get a still hipger share of
the cake (‘the necessury in-
centives').

Hope

So everything has fo take
second place to increasing
profits ¢'the basis on which
our economic policy
proceeds’),

That i a perfectly fair and
accurate  summary of
rovernment policy: not what
I say itisbut what Callaghan
says it is.

Now how is this different
from being ‘held up to
ransom by a bunch of
profiteers™?

The trouble is thar many
good foilk have invested a
deal of hope in thiv Labowr
qovernment,

‘If you don't accept the
policy you will bring the
government down and let
the Tories back in' is the
argument used by the'right-
wing—sorry, ‘'moderites'—
in union after union,

And a very powerful and
effective arpument it has
proved to be.

Truth

But it is wrong. The policy
of putting profits before

people  necessarily  means
mass unemployment, lower
living  standards, higher

prices and cuts in every one
of those public services of of
which the Labour Party used
to be so proud—from am-
bulances to sewerage.

There is no more certain
way than this to help the
Tories  to get back in—and
then carry Callaghan's anti-
working class policies to
even preater extremes,

That is the truth and it
has to be told, no matter
‘how unpopular it may be
at the moment.

O WHAT are your
Questions About

Socialism? Why not write
and let us know?

ocialist
rker
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I'liberal’

.

THESE pictures
show what happen-
ed to two Spanish
workers who tried to
organise trade union
activities in their fac-
tories.
Mario
Arangoa

where she worked.

Civil guards beat her
until she was deeply
bruised, with damage
to her intesiines and

kidneys.

Francisco Tellez
Luna was photograph-
ed Iin the Barcelona
hospital after being
tortured by the civil
guard in Badalona. He
was arrested for taking
part in a picket.

The photo shows
bruising and the inser-

Amparo
Satrulegui
was seized on 21 April
from the paper factory

ain.OO

THEIR CRIM

€|

— being active in

a trade union

tion of ‘a catheter
because of kidney
damage.

Remember these

pictures next time a
television pundit goes
on about the new

‘liberalism’ of Spain
under King Juan
Carlos.

He may be allowing a
few reforms for the
middle classes.

But, for the workers,
there are still the civil

guards, the rubber
truncheons, and the
torturers who

prospered under Fran-
co.

JUNTA ENEMY SEIZED

EDGARDO ENRIQUEZ—one of the leading members of the

Chilean socialist

organisation,

the Movement of the

Revolutionary Left (MIR)—is now in the hands of Chile’s fascist

Junta.

He was arrested in Argentina last month and then, on the
orders of the Argentinian military government, sent back to
Chile. There were no charges against him.

Socialist Worker understands that Edgardo has been taken to
a new top-secret prison camp and torture centre. His life is clearly
at stake. Every possible pressure that trade unionists and
sucialists in Britain can mount will help to keep him alive.

General
strike in
Athens

by Chris Stevenson
ALL PUBLIC transport was
at a halt in Athens on Monday
at the beginning of a 48-hour
general strike,

Up to a million workers
were expected to join the
strike. called by unions out-
side the government-
controlled  General Con-
federation of Labour.

Offence

The strike was against a
proposed trade union law,
which Prime Minister
Karamanlis claims he
modelled on the British In-
dustrial Relations Act.

The Jaw would make
political or solidarity strikes a
criminal offence.

The General Confederation
of Labour has called on its
members to ignore the strike,
and the government has issued
i decree  compelling all
gavernment employees 1o
continue warking.

‘«_‘”""

4

ABOVE: He was urr?.cwe?_/br picketing

e
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active in her factory . .

§« R

FT CANDIDATE IS
'BANN

OTELO da Carvalho, the
former military com-
mander of Lisbon, has
been banned from effec-
tively campaigning for the
Portuguese  presidential
elections (due on 25 June).

He is not allowed to speak
at - meetings, neither 15 he
allowed to leave the Lisbon
arca.

I'he clections will be a farce,
a rubber stamp for the centre
Right, But the campaign
around Otclo is extremely
significant for the Left.

For the first time since 25
November, the revolutionary
left is making some impact,

Together

Unlike in the ¢lections for
the legislative assembly.the
significant groups of the
Left—the PRP,” MES, UDP
and FSP--are working
together. They are cam-
paigning for Otelo

I'he campaign is having
some  impact.  Communist
Party strongholds such as the
Setenave shipyard are strong-
Iy supporting Otelo

In Lisbon, & recent cam-
paign meeting attracted 1000
people.

On Frday 1 went to a CP
dominated fish refrigeration
centre where an enormous
pro-Otelo poster covered the

wall of the administration
block.
To the people of the

agricultural co-operative  of
Soldade Luis in  Alentejo,
Communist Party members
were saying, ‘Otelo is the man
of the peaple’.

Even il Otelo gets a tenth of
the votes, the campaign has
showed that the workers'

Jwith the

ROBIN
PETERSON
reports
from
Lisbon

movesnent, which has been in
terrible  disarray, is not
destroved

Fhe Communist Party has
been  batterly  divided.  As
reported in  jast week’s
Soc¢ialist Worker, the
leadership originally - didn't
watl to put vp & candidate
because of the logic of their
desire far a working coalition
largest party, the
pro-western Socimlist Party.

So until ten days ago the

y

parly was insipidly backing
General Eanes—a man sup-
poscdly linked with Spinola
and who even Socialist Party
militants are refusing to back.

Indeed, the proposal of
Otelo at Setenave was moved
by a Socialist Party member.

The effect of the Otelo
campaign was to foree the
Communist Party last week to
change their line ‘and to put
forward a candidate of their
own, their most” moderatce
leader, Pato

But there are problems with
the Left's campaign for Otelo

Perhaps Otelo i1s a8 man of
the people, but his history 1s
ong of wacillating between the
revolutionary Left and the
moderate Right

Last summer he urged a

compromise with the ‘group of
nmine’ moderate right officers.

Even after the ‘nine' had
given the go-ahead for the
attack on the Left of 25
November, Otelo insisted he
had been right to try and
compromise with them,

Many people will have
illusions about him. And the
platform he is standing on
popular power and for
workers’ organisation - will
be forgotten,

His own politics are more
like those of a Left wing
Anthony ~ Wedgwood-Benn
than those of a revolutionsry.

There 18 a danger that the
revolutionary  Left, by
emphasising his personality,
will create illusions that will be
dangerous at a later stage.

Otelo himself may have
led the military coup that
overthrew Fascism two
years ago. He will never
lead the workers' revolu-
tion.

Work
permits:
Now
hit
back!

By Mike Alderson,
NUPE

FOREIGN workers on work

. permits arc being used as a

scapegoat for unemployment.

‘The TUC are calling for a
reduction of permits issued in
an endeavour to show that
they are trving to do
something about unemploy-
ment.

But exporting unemploy-
ment is no way to fight redun-
dancies.

The work permit system
was introduced to supplement
the British workforce with a
pliable and temporary foreign
workforce.

Vulnerable

Warkers were regruited on a
yearly or six-=monthly basis.
The permit could be renewed
if the employér gave a
reference and upemployment
was not too high

Workers on these permits
are therefore vulnerable—but
they are often militant,

Failure ta involve them
however can lead to manage-
ment using them as a potential
scah force, similar to their use
of agency stafl,

While it is not yet govern-
ment policy to  repatnate
foreign  workers, some
managements are trving to
jump the gun.

At Frenchay Hospital m
Bristol, the National Union of
Public Employees ensured the
rencwal of a member's permit

Expired

The Hackney Hospital
management have tried to
push through a policy of

sacking foreign warkers when
their permits expired.

Again, swift action by the
union exposed and defeated
this move.

I'he need now is to cam-
paign in the workplaces and
unions, That is why we are
calling a working conference
for Socialist Worker sup-
porters on the issue on 13
June,

0 For details contact
Joanna Rollo, 8 Coltons
Gardens, London E2 or
Mike Alderson, 2
Maplemeade, Bristol 7.

CYPRIOT

WORKER
New issue now Ot
Articles on Healey's
budget, the Labour
Government’s gttack on
the working class, letters
from workers in
dressmaking factories,
piecework, Portugal and.

the - recent
demonstrations in
Cyprus “against

American imperialism.
Available, price 10p,

from 265 Seven Sisters

Read, London, N4

CALLING ALL
SW SUPPORTERS
WHO WORK FOR

BRITISH RAIL

An important meeting
of all IS members and
SW -supporters in
ASLEF, NUR, TSSA is

fo be held in
Manchester on
Saturday 12 June

(note change of date)
More details from
fraction secrelary or
from Box BR, Socialist
Worker, Corbridge
Works, Corbridge |
Crescent, London EZ J
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"“THE TIME has come to

make a stand.

‘Pve a simple message for the
Blackburn,

racialists in
beyond Blackburn:

“We're here to stay. And we're going
to fight to make sure our lives are free
from this constant harassment and

abuse,’

These are the words of & young man who
has been hunted out of one country and
who has no intention of being hunted from

another,

He is Khadim Hussain
Quarighi.

Khadim came to Britain
from Uganda in 1972 on a
one-way ticket written out
on the authority of General
1di Amin,

Like his younger brother,
Mohammed Khalil, he arriv-
ed full of hope for a new life.

But slowly he has come
across the people and the
social forces under whom Idi
Amin must have served his
apprenticeship.

People like Enoch Powell
or Blackburn's own Kingsley
Read, and racism, the
philosophy of despair Read
and many others so
relentlessly articulate,

Tough

I'he four years since their

expulsion from Uganda
have been tough.

Slowly, Read and his
National Party, ably sup-
ported by the revolting
Lancashire Evening

Telegraph, have been trying
to strangle the hopes of the
Asian community..

Last Friday, 24 hours
before Kingsley Read and
company staged a racist
demonstration through the
centre of  Blackburn,
Khadim and Mohammed

and

Special report from Blackburn—one of three
major cities in Britain where the racists of the
National Party and the National Front have pulled.
off significant successes in the local elections.
Khadim and Mohammed Quarishi (above) talk to

Peter Fielding and Laurie Flynn.

tatked to Socialist Worker
about their feelings and their

prowing deterningtion  to
ight,
HADIM:

‘We came here in 1972 in
distressed conditions and
not by choice. We had
British passports and had
nowhere else 10 go.

‘We thought at the time:
“This isn't going to be a

roblem, We speak the same
anguage. We're just going Lo
be accepted. It’s going to be
much better down here,”

“Ihe entire society was, of
course, strange Lo us.

‘At the airport when we
janded we were almost
mesmerised by the uncer-
tainties ahead.

‘We had little money since
it had mostly been con-
fiscated.

‘So we had to get work
right away. Job prospects

attend.

DEMONSTRATE
AGAINST
THE RACIALISTS
THIS SATURDAY

Picket the National Party demonstration in
Poritsmouth Saturday 29 May.

Assembie 11am, behind W H Smith,
Commercial Road Precinct

All South coast and area IS branches o

weren't as bad then as they
are now,
MOHAMMED:

“This posed real problems
for me. In Kampala, I was
serving an apprenticeship as
a motor mechanic.

‘I told the Department of
Employment in Blackburn
this, They said [ would have
to come back when 1 was
20'%%, With numeraous jobs in
between, | did.

Wait

“Then they told me I'd
have to take a test and wait
another two to three years.'
KHADIM:

‘1 went to work for an
clectrical  contractor  in
Blackburn as a stores assis-
tant, But after three months
they suddenly announced
that 1 was not “up to their
requirements”.

‘Contrary to the myths, I
didn’t stop on the daole for
very long. 1 got this job at the
Star Paper Mill and I've
becn there ever since.

*My first indication of the
hostility and racialism here
came from reading the local
[]s_apcr the vening

clegraph.

‘I was terribly upset. It
hurt me deeply.

“Then Radio Blackburn
had this discussion on the
immigrantsand | was invited
along

*l couldn't believe it—the
resentment, the stupid and
hornble comments about us
being- filthy, about over-

crowding, about us causing
unemployment and scroung-
ing on the National
Assistance.’
MOHAMMED:

*I remember the first time 1
really read a few issues of
that paper, the Evening
Telegraph.

“The stufl about us caus-
ing diseases, about sending
us all home. Unbelievable,
impossible, that’s what |
thought.

‘And in recent weeks it's
got much worse. Since the
press got to work on the
refugees from Malawi, it's
been absolutely terrible.

*You walk down town and
you get these weird, horrible
vibrations from the white
people. It's very hard to
explain how I feel.

Economic

‘But I'll say this, When |
walk into a room I ¢an tell
whether or not the people in
there want me.

‘Downtown just now, it’s
very unpleasant indeed.’
KHADIM:

*‘As faras I know the main
drive behind emigration is
economic. You don't leave
your Motherland and come
4000 miles to Blackburn,
Lancashire for £9 a week
dole, or whatever it is.

‘Up to now, - we've been
able to get this through to
the young ones at work.

‘It’s the older onesthatare
full of frustration and resent-

ment. But recent events are
making it worse all round,

‘Now some of my
workmates of my own age
have started.

“They're saying the same
stupid things, although they
say that they don’t meanme,
just all the others,

‘Honestly, I'm just amaz-
ed how they can accept this
rubbish. It sends a funny
feeling down my spine. It's
so absurd, so difficult to put
in words.

Blame

‘l go 10 a white friend’s
house and they're living in
tough conditions. It doesn't
cross my mind for a moment
to blame them for it.

‘1 go into a block of flats at
Sunday lunchtime and smell
all vour roast beef dinners on
the go. Or I see an English
man picking his nose.

‘It doesn’t even occur 1o

me fto generalise and
say:" They all smell, the're all
dirty.

‘Let’s just take this

business of overcrowding,
The racialists say we all live
together in crowded con-
ditions.

“When | got married |
could have got a council
house. But it is my respon-
sibility, as I see it, to look
after my widowed mother,

She can't speak colloguial
English and she needs us. So
she lives with us,

‘The notion that she
should be shunted off into

some old ppople’s home
revolts me, | couldn’t do
that.

‘There’s also the small
matter of the cost of hous-
ing,

‘In Britain, houscs are
very expensive. So like other
poor people, black, white, or
yellow, we're damned well
forced to live in what some
people call crowded con-
ditions.

‘We take our respon-
gibilities under the family
very seriously. . You're

trying to send some money
to relatives here or there.
You want to put a brother
through college or help a
sister get married.

‘On social security? It's
too absurd for words.

‘What's more, mady of us
don't know our rights. And
some of .us don't speak
English. So how can we be
swindling the Social Securi-
t?

Work

‘Indeed the chances are
that many of our people are
not even getting their en-
titlements at all when they
do claim,

‘These racists never ask
how black people got to the
West Indies, or how we got
to East Africa. British
bloody businessmen -took
our forefathers there.

“They brought us from
India to be coolies on the
railways, to do the hard
work.

We've faken enough: Asian workers ¢

“That's what goes through
my mind when | hear these:

fools talking about our
getting  somcthing  for
nothing.

‘My people have con-
tributed one hell of a lot to
this system. We died by the
hundred * building  the
raifroads. We were conned.

Fiction

‘And ot course, they
offered us British nationali-
ty, to get us to help them
carry  on  exploiting  the
Africans, to help to maintain
the fiction of the wonderful
British empire.’
MOHAMMED:

“They say that we cause
unemployment, bad housing
and the like. What rubbish.
What ignorant rubbish!

‘l believe they said the
same about the Irish. Yet
they built most of this coun-
try.

‘No, it's not immigrants
that cause high house prices.
It's a chronic shortage of
houses, a shortage that’s
deliberately maintained by
the man that owns the land
and the bricks and the
money.

‘He's loving it when this
sort of situation exists.

‘He can maintain the
present state of chaos while
the people at the bottom,
like us, are bhusy fighting
amongst ourselves. -

‘He can just %o right about
his business of minting the

money, Even when the

problems  of
Jjohs are getts
got his safety
people to blas

KHADIM:

‘The situatid
bad over 1
months,

*On the she
who used to sy
us and oppe
justified press
been influens
posite direct
‘Now they
there's so
lying propag:
too frightened

‘All the
put in trying
relationship
shattered.
got to speak d
stand.

T try to 12
have to put
it hurts my

Come:

‘You'll
washroom =
dian will as
when did ye
your hands
dryer? 1 the
were still s
on the trees

‘And we'
think that's
speak back
no sense of
can't take it

‘They don
I getitalld
same  S0-C2
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nonstrating against the National Party in Blackburn

witty comments,

‘When | walk into work
today the first thing I'll hear
from the foreman 15 ‘Come
here you long black thing.'
He thinks he'sbeing original,

‘I reckon there’s maybe
200 such comments passed
in a day. It’s terrible,

‘And then there's the press
and TV, Thev're at it before
vou go to work and at it
when you come home, Take
the refugees from Malawi,

‘The press don’t want to
attack the businessman who
charges £600 a week for
same crummy hotel room,
Oh, no. They attack the
poor victims of this robbing
swine,

*Of course, you laugh otfa
lot of the criticism, It's just
sa absurd. But many people
in Blackburn take the Even-
ing Telegraph as gospel.

‘For my money, | think
that paper’s poisonous
propaganda is the major
factor affecting our situation
here.

‘TH tell you, the situation
is really bad. It’s a lot worse
than any words can ever
EXpress.

Sick

*You're working avertime
trying to make friends. You
g0 to hars even though that's
against your religion.

‘You hite your tongue
again and again, You bring
vour troubles home to your
family and their lives are
chewed up,

e R
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‘It makes you sick. It tears
your soul apart.

‘For four years we've done
it the polite humble way,
From now on I'm giving it
right back to anyone who
gives it to me,

*I'he employers are sack-
ing people every day and I'm
getting the blame for 17 It's
absurd.

‘Bad housing? my fault?
Never in a million years.
That's the message we've got
to get across.

‘We've had enough,
more than enough, As|
said, we're here to stay.

‘We're going to fight
to stay.'

ok R o
Action against racism: the placard that says it all

THE LATEST issue of Flame is now
out.

It contains important articles on the
fight against the National Front, the
struggle of workers in Jamaica, and
the struggle of black workers herein
Britain.

Get YOUR COPY now.

Take the paper into the factories, the
garages and the hospitals.

aEr

JUNE 1078

Ma 7
R
ey gty
1 AT -
A TE P L
-

. Flame is burning now!

| Get your copies 15p (inc postage)
.- from 265 Seven Sisters Road,
London N4.
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RACIALISM
CLAIMS
TWO LIVES

DINESH  Choudhri,
19, and Riphi Athadidi,
22, were stabbed to
death by a gang of white
vouths ~in the early
hours of Saturday.

They had gone out for a
Chinese meal after study-
Ing for exams.

It was the third attack
on foreign students from
the university residence
halls in South Woodford,
London, in a few weeks.

Racial violence has
flared round the country
since the press hysteria
about the Malawi Asians
living in luxury hotels,

Anacks on Bengalls in
Tower Hamlets in East
London have increased,

A pang of youths have
heen threatening Asians,

3 " -

demanding money and
cigarettes, throwing bricks
and bottles.

The youths hang around
York Square, carryving
sticks and following
Asians as they walk from
the bus stop on their way
home from work or the
cinema.

Rahman Farjar was
recently attacked on his
way home from work. He
ran to get help and then
went back to fight the,
gang.

His heand was cut open
with a broken bottle. He
had to have eight stitches,

That same night three
mini-cabs from a local firm
owned by a member of the
National Front cruised the
streets.

At one point, the three
cabs were parked together
outside the houses in
Aston Street where the
Bengalis live.

ATTACKS

When local people
challenged them, the mini-
cab drivers threatened
them and made¢ racist
remarks.

Residents beiieve the
drivers use their radios to

" co-ordinate the attacks on

the Asians,

But the local community
is fighting back.

The following night 30
local people—Bengalis
and whites—patrolled the
streets. They chased away
a group of four youths who

were threatening some
Bengalis.
Rahman Farjur told

Socialist Worker: "After 1
was attacked, | heard of
many more attacks |
hadn’t known of before.

“The patrol has gone
around for three nights.
There has been no trouble.,

‘We are telling everyone:
if you are attacked, call out
for help. We will all come
out,

TROUBLE

‘When | come home
from work in my car, |
drive around to see if there
is any trouble.

‘I don't trust the police,
When | gave my statement,
the policeman was
laughing.

‘The National Front are
serious trouble, We will
not let them beat us.’

Some of the people
patrolling the area have
distributed a leaflet to the
nearby council estates
explaining the latest at-
tacks and their action to
stop any further attacks.

As they say: '‘We must
‘put an end to this violence
and racial prejudice now.
Or there is no saying where
it will end.’

The friends of Dinesh
Choudhri and Riphi
Alhadidi can tell them.

Yk Lets Do It Again! Jevde ke

AME

BENEFIT DANCE

£Proceeds to launch the eight page Flame)

The HIGH FLAME

{Formerly the Young Groovers, siraight from their smash his
ar Skegness)
PLUS The latest in Soul and Reggae Sounds
featurin
MAFIA DOWNBEAT Hi FI
SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 8pm till Midnight
Camden Town Hall, London,
nearest tube Kings Cross
Late Bar, Tickets: 80p Advance, £1 on the door
Flame, 8 Cottons Gardens, London E2 SDN

1 8.2.2.0.0 00080 8.8 8.8 4
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CAMPAIGN

Socialist Worker

WITH
THE

Fighting
back In
Brum...

BIRMINGHAM  Inter-
national Socialists have
sold between 600 and 700
Socialist Workers this
week.

The issue had a special
poster back page
Defend the Handsworth
28,

Local organiser Sheila
McGregor said: ‘We did
special pub sales on Fri-
day as we went round to
take collections for the
defence fund.

It’s helped a lot in the

factories, taking them
round with collections
sheets

HELP US
SELL

WHERE
YOU LIVE

0 Some of the sales
organised for this Satur-
day:

BIRMINGHAM: New Street Station
ramp, 10am-4pm
WEST LONDON:

Ealing Shopping Cantra,
Safeways, 11am-1pm.
Hounsiow  Shopping  Centre,

Woolworths, 11am-1pm.
INNER WEST LONDON:
Shepherds Bush Markst, 10sm
noon
Portobello Road, Corner of
Lancaster Road, 118m-1pm

SOUTH EASY LONDON:

Lewisham, Clock Tower,
12.30pm

Woohvich, Povas Street, 11am-12
noon

Dartlord, outside the new shopping
canra, 11am-12.30pm,

Gravesend, outside
entrance. 10.30am-12

CHESTER:

Foregate Street, Grosvenar Hotal,
by entrance te precingt, 1.30-2 30pm
READING:

Junction of Broad Street and Union
Street, 10am—3pm
EAST LONDON

Walthamstow Migh Street, Hoe

Straet, 11am-1pm

11am-

the market

noon

Barking Magistzates Court,
10.30am-1pm. *

Hord High Street, Woohwarths
T1am-2pm
VOHK:

Coney Strest, outside

Woolvmr(hs I1am- 3pm Stonegate
Noon-2pm, Muriu:t 10am-1pm
GLASGOW

Cemral  S1ation,  10am-Spm
Queen Street Station, 11am-4pm
NEWCASTLE:

Rorthumberland Street, 1lam-
Ipm Gatashead High Street, 11am-
Tom
LEEDS

Merket, 11am-2 30pm.

HIGH WYCOMBE:

Oatagan, 10 30am-1 2.30pm,
CARDIFF:

Macket, 10.30am-220pm.

NEWPORT

Markét, 10am-Noon
SW LONDON

St John's Road. Clapham
meton outside  Woolworths,

10.30em-1.30am
NORTH LONDON:
Wooed Green High Road,
Marks & Spencar, 11am-1om
Holloway Road, Sainsburys, noon

ty Square, 11am-4pm
day and Friday evenings 4

VA CN‘SYER

1per Cheetham Hill

Drop
the charges
Defend the
Handsworth
28

Stop police
harassment

Chingari and Soclalist Worker . . .

‘We are doing street
sales on the route of the
demonstration, A lot of
the black people who were
on the demo are taking

CHESTER : SW PACKS 'EM IN...

IF YOU'RE organising in
Chester, you're really going
for the arteries!’

So said Shrewsbury picket
Ricky Tomlinson last week at
a hig Socialist Worker public
meeting in Chester. 130
people crammed into  the
Bear and Billet pub for the
city's first S public meeting.

‘ith people crowded on
the stairs, unable 1o get into
the room. the crush was so
bad that one person fainted.

Older militants could not

recall a socialist meeting of

this size locally since the
General Strike, After hearing
an excellent talk from Paul
Foot, lots of copies of
Socialist Worker were sold.
Alex Martin, an Engineer-
ing Union shop steward at
Hawker Siddeleys In
Broughton. and chairman of
Cargavale Labour Party in
North Wales, decided to start
selling Socialist Worker,

‘Up to now I've been selling
Labour Weekly. From now
onn, 'm cancelling the order
and selling Socialist Worker
instead.’

IALIST WORKER

SOCIALIST
WORKER is a
revolutionary

paper that
seeks to

organise its
supporters
around the
following
principles:

fighting racism

half ‘a dozen or a dozen
papers to sell

‘We sold more than 50
copies at a mecting where
a Jamaican opposition

INDEPENDENT
WORKING-CLASS
ACTION:

The workers create
all the wealth under
capitalism. A new
sociely can only be
constructed when they
collectively seize con
trol of that wealth and
plan its production and
distribution

REVOLUTION

NOT REFORM
The prasent system
cannot be patched up
or reformed, as the
established Labour and
union leaders
it has to be

vernnrown

trade
s3y
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4.,’34.’5,- VL 20
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leader spoke. Wealso sold
a lot at the Saturday open

air mesting the
Ring.'

A Socialist

in

THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY
ROAD

The structures of the
present parliameant,
army, palice and
judiciary cannot be
taken over and used by
the working class. They
grew up under
capitahsm and are
designed to protect the
ruling classes agamst
the workers.

The working class
needs an entirely
different kind of state
a workers” state based

meeting  about ﬁg.htmg
racism is being organised
in Handsworth next Sun-
day.

Bull

Worker

CAMPAIGN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER

CAMPAIGN WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKER

WHATS ON

SOCIALIST
WORKER
MEETINGS

SOUTHWARK TEACHERS SWwW
Public meetings:

27 May: The Newspaper of a
Revolutionary Organisation

10 June: Imperislism

24 June: Democratic Cantralism

B July: Theory of the Rank and File
Movement

18 July: The Struggle in ltaly

Al South Bank Poly, Students
Uniion, Rotary 5t Detaits from Gil
Loewenstein 622-1090]

<

CENTRAL LONDON SW Education
Classes: Women and Socialism.
Every second Thursday, 6.30pm. at
The Roebuck, Tottenham Court Road,
Lordon, WC1. Creche provided

10 June: The History of the Family
Speaker; Dabbie Tom.

17 Juna: The Politics of Women's
Oppression. Speaker. Joy Leman,

1" July: Women and Sacialism
Spaaker: Shaila McGrapor

AUTOMATIC RENEWAL OF WORK
PERMITS -END IMMIGRATION
CONTROLS! - Meeting on the
campaign on rthe work permits and 1o
discuss the legislation introduced
urdar tha 1971 Immigration Act, the
Agpaals Tribunal system and renewal
of permits. Saturday 13 June 11am
dagm, TU Books, 260 Deansgate
Manchester  Pleasa contact IS
Interpations! Department, B Cattons
Gardens, London, EZ, phone 01.739
3772

NORWICH SW public meeting:
Lenin and e Russian Revolulion
Thursday 3 June, 8om, Suckling Hall
jopposite St Arddrews  Hall), St
Ardrews  Hill, Central  Norwich
Spuaker: Tany Cliff

WEST MANCHESTER SW public
meeting: Stop the Cuts. Wednesday
16 June, 7.30pm, Ye Olde Nefscn
Chapel Strast, Saiford

LEICESTER
MeEetings:

TEACHERS SW

Wednasday 9

—Bafara and After Mao
Jun The Commurnst
tm Europa, All
Inn

m:tuug:. snm 1 30pm, Glohe

Sitver Street,

EAST LONDON SW sures
tarcnightty I.,nn.wrr 5. Gtarting Fr
Miay. Britamn in the 19205

1 Tna Genaral Sirikg with
axhibition

2. Th Early Cammunist Party

3. Rewplutipnaras and Trade
Unicas

4. The Communist Inteenational

Lwvingstone  House, Norrh  Eest
Langan Paly, Lvingstone Rosd, E16
7 30pm, All readers and SW

supporters wolcome,

TYNESIDE SW public meeting: No
deal with: Haaley, Thursday 10 Juns,
Bpm, Bradge Hotel, Migh Level Sridge
Spenkar Tany Clif

CENTRAL LONDON IS STUDENTS
BRANCH public meeting: Why We
Need 8 Revolutionary Party Spamker
John Deason, Thoesaay 27 May. 7pm
Tha Roebuck, Totsenham Court Road
Londaon

CHESTER SW discussion meetings: .

30pm, Tha Railway, Brook Street,
Chester |2 minutes from station}

Friday 2B May: Reform or
Revolution, which way ta socialism?

Friday 4 June: Why i5 there a cnisis
and can an Incomas policy work?

Friday 11 June: Wﬂy o we need a
ravolutionary rl

All SW rea mloome

CENTRAL LONDON CIVIL
SERVANTS Socialist Worker
discussion meeting: The Russian
Revolution.  Introducad Piers
Freelowe Wednasday Juna
6.30pm, Tha Plough, Museum Straet,
London WCI.

INNER WEST LONDON SW Half-
day school: Sunday 6 June, 1pm-
5.30pm, Woarkers Musical
Association, 236 Westboyrne Park
Road. London, W11 Speakers Laurie
Flynn and Jenny Jackson Practical
sas50n - on  writing . for  Socialist
Worker and using the paper to build at
the workplace. SW readers welcome,

8 WHERE WE STAND

Notices for What's On should
be posted to reach Socialist
Worker by first post on the
Monday before publication.
Adverts will NOT be accepted
by phone. Send to: What's
On, Corbridge Works, Cor-
bridge Crescent, London E2
-GDS.

SOCIALIST
WORKER
EVENTS

WEST LONDON SW jumble sale:
Saturday & June, 92 Tavistock Road,
W11, Jumble neadad. ring 965 5594

Build the Fighting Fund—SW
Jumble ~Sales in Eondon ares:
Crachated hets available for SW

jlumble sales &tc. Only 30p {cost of
wool) Orders and details 639 9509

NOISS

NOISS London Student
Committee: One delegate por IS
Society. Weadnesdey 2 June, 3pm,
Karth London Poly, Holloway Road

NOISS National Committee:
Sawurday 12 June Details to be
announoed

INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALISTS

LEICESTER District 1S: Post
Confarance aggragate, Firday 4 June
7.30pm, Giobe Inn, Silver Strest

Wilkalt IS camrades going abroad for
thair summe: haldays and willing to
miake CeN1a lake literature wath
them, pleasa comact the the IS
Intamational Department, 8 Cottong
Gardens, Lomlon, E2Z, phone 01.739
9772

WORKERS' STRUGGLES IN THE
STATES! The IS Narth Amencan
group can  provics ers
tranch, district 80d pu \Balings
ct us a1 B Coltc Gurdens
Lomon, E2 phone 01-738 8772

HOSPITAL WORKERS National
Meeting. for all IS hospital workers
and SW supporters. Saturdey 12
June, TU Bo 260. Deansgale,
Mar am sharp, Pleasa nots
charipe of date Datalls larer

GAY GAOUP MEETING: 11am
day 12 June, Central Landan
GLF and the
olitics af sapars problems of
baing gey &t W Social In the
avaning. If veu need accommodation
un Saturdsy  night  write c/o,
Cottons Gardens, London E2

PRACTICAL WORKSHOPS tor IS
districts, fractions, ete: Producing
and using sdkscraen posters, using
Socialist Worsar {plus writing for SW],
chotagraphy for secialists  Contact
Pete Marsden, SW editoral,
Corbrioge Works, Corbridge Cresosnt,
London, E2 {phone 01.-738 8043)

NATIONAL IS meeting on Ireland:
Manchestar, 12 June, Delugatesiobe
sant_fram all districts ang branches.
Agenda: Northern traland, TOM. the
Prevantion ¢f Terrorism Act. SWM
and organisation.

LOWESTOFY I8 Jumble Sale.
British Legion Hall. Clifton Road,
Saturday 5 June, 2.30pm. If you have
jumiila, contact us at 11 Kirkley Run

ROOM WANTED in North Longdon
flst house for IS comrade. Phane
Mark (01-802 0878

TWO FREE ROOMS in house in
Brixton, London, IS members only
Apply 01-274 6912,

PORTUGAL: Robin Peterson, just
back from Lishon, will spesk at
maeatings on Portugal anywhere inthe
country, Contact the Portugal Sub
Committee. 8 Cottons  Gardens.
London E2

DUPLICATOR: Derty branch has a
Gestatner 260 for sale, preferably 10
IS branch. £20. glmcl by
arrangement. Phone 077382 5168

upon councils of in other countries political equality of Toachieve socialism,
workers” delegates and We appose  women the most militant sec-
a workers' militia everything which turns The experience of tions of the working
At most, parliamen- workers from one Russia demonstrates glass have to be
tary —activity can be country against those  that a3 socialist revolu organised .into a
used to make from other countries tion cannot survive in revalutionary socialist
propaganda against We oppose racialism isolation in one coun-  party.
the present system and imperialism. We  try. Such a party canonly
Onlythe massactionof  oppose all immigration Russia, China and pe built by activity in

the workers controls Eastern Europe are not. the massorganisations
themselves can ) iali ; ;

of black people and 4 2 We have to prove in
INTER other oppressed We- ‘support the practice to other
NATIONALISM groups o organise struggles of workers in workers that reformist

their own defence, We thgsacountries 5gainst leaders -and reformist

The struggle for w.ppurt a.llb gt‘:.r‘lume 08 Dilreaucratic fuling Sza; .are opposed 1o

socialism I1s part of a national liberation class their own interests
world-wide  struggle.  movements. THE We have to build a
We campaign for We are for real, REVOLUTIONARY rank and file movement
salidarity with workers social, economic and PARTY within the unions

If you want to know more about Socialist Worker and the
International Socialists, fill in the form on page 15.

We urge all those
who agree with our
policies to join with us
in the struggle to build
the-revolutionary party.,



Jaguar, Coventry

WITHIN a minute on
the line a worker in the
trim department had to
walk about 20 feet to a
conveyer belt, pick up a
front seat weighing 30
pounds, carry it back,
place the seat on the
chassis and put in four
bolts, first hand-starting
the bolts and then using
an air gun to tighten
them . . .

It was steady work when the
line moved at 60 cars an hour.
When it increased to more
than 100 cars an hour, the
number of operations was not
reduced and the pace became
almost maddening.

In 36 seconds the worker
had to_perform at least eight
different operations including
walking,  lifting,  hauling,
replacing the carpet, bending
to fasten the bolts by hand.
fasteming them by -air gun,
replacing the carpet again and
putting a sticker on the hood,

Semetimes the bolts fail to
fit into the holes, The gun
refuses to function at the
required torque. The seats are
detective or the threads are
bare on the bolt,

But the line daes not stop.

Under these circumstances
the workers often find
themselves “in the hole” which
means that you have fallen
behind the line.

You've really to run like
hell to catch up, if you're
gonna do the whole job right,”
said one operator named
Jerey, “They had the wrong
sized bolt on the job for overa
year.- A lot of times we just
miss the bolt to keep up with
the line,”

THAT is a passage from a
book titled False Promises.
The factory is General
Motors. in Lordstown,
Ohio. USA. After
rationalisation it was

Tony Cliff:

LENIN

Volume 2

producing 101.6 cars an
hour. or one every 36
seconds. The fastest line in
Britain, at Fords,
Dagenham, makes 70 an
hour.

If you want a piss. the
procedure is raise your hand.
If you're lucky, a relief man
will stand in for vou -usually

All- Power to the Soviets

(=]

PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER until 14 June: Volume 2
for £2.60 {published price £3,60), Volumes 1 and 2 for
£5 {published price £6.60). Post free, Cash with order

PLUTO 4R\ PRE

Books will be sent out
early Juns,

Unit 10 Spencer Court, 7 Chalcot Road, London

NW1 8LH.

after a half-hour wait.

Your name is taken before
you go, because you are
supposed ta go in vour own
time, not theirs. Try it too
often and you get a week off—
suspended.

Under such conditions any

work, such as

additional
fitting an extra washer or nut,
can result in an explosive
situation,

In October 1969 at the
Chrysler Eldon axle plant in
the States, James Johnson, &
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THE TREADMILL

by JOHN VILLIERS

Three endlessly repeated movements mark out

a man's life. A worker at British Leyland's

bluck production worker with
a ‘low frustration tolerance’,
was sacked. He went hame,
got his gun, came back and
killed two foremen and a
union official,

The following day workers

Speke plant on Merseyside.

PICTURES: Angela Phillips (IFL)

all over Detroit stuck the press
reports on their foremen's
desks,

At his trial Johnson claimed
insanity brought about by
working in noise, filth and
danger of the plant. The judge
and jury visited the plant. The
verdict was a unanimuus ac-
quittal,

When General Motors
opened its Lordstown site,
they took on anly vounger and
better-cducated workers,

'Tell this to Jack Jones...

TRANSPORT union Jeader
Jack Jones has been moun-
ting fine words about a 35-
hour week to solve the
problem of unemployment,
So far the slogan has done no
more than cover up his part
in the 44 per cent pay deal,

But in Glasgow more than
S0 years ago. rank apd file
workers took up the demand
for a shorter working week
in a direct attempt to ‘solye’
unemployment.

At the end of 1918,
soldiers returned from
France to find there were no
jobs. During the war,

< PREVIEW

women were used in the
factories as cheap labour
while productivity had been
doubled in four years.
Workers worked a S4-hour
week, and worked twice as
hard as before the war.

Now unemployment
soared.

S0 Glasgow  workers
began campaigning for a 40-
hour week, After a series of
mass meetings, a joint com-
mittee was elected and a
strike called. -

The demands

A 40-HOUR MAX-
IMUM WORKING WEEK
WITHOUT LOSS OF PAY

NO OVERTIME TO BE
WORKED.

Sixty thousand workers
came out on 27 January
1919. Within days Glasgow
was  paralysed. The
strike  leaders—Gallacher,
Kirkwood and Shinwell—
asked the Lord Provost to
present fthe workers'
demands to the gavernment,

Meanwhile, the Cabinet
was shuaken by the strength
of the strike and advised the
Provost to play for time,
One Winston Churchill ad-
vocated arresting  the
leaders—as a precautionary

FOR socialists whose Saturday night is telly-
bound there is a rare and strange event. The
Second House team—with some uncredited
help—are nerving themselves to take a look at

how television handles class.

MIRROR ON CLASS (BBC2, §.50pm,
Saturday) features Richard Hoggart, whose
book The Uses of Literary was a milestone in
providing an anti-elitist view of working-class
culture. He examines the output of British
television over the past 20-odd years.

It will come as no surprise to readers of
) that early ¢
material reveals the Corporation as fundamen-
tally elitist and arrogant, especially in interviews

Socialist Warker

modating,

same.

Hoggart, interviewed by affable, accom-
ex-Oxford,
tablishes a clear case for arguing that the basic
¢lass structure of our society remains much the

Melyyn Bragg. es-

When today's television is examined in 20

BBC archive

with warking-class school-leavers.

years' time, the ¢rude class values which
underpin it will-just as easily reveal themselves,

The power of television subtly to reinforce the
class view of the ruling group Is enormous and
any programme which tackles this is welcome
whatever its weaknesses. For many ‘seeing 1s
believing', .and this programme may help
establish that television programmes, including
the news, are not 4 mirror image of reality but a
class-distorted, boxed-in-view,

DANIEL BONNEIT

measure,

After four days of strike,
more than 100,000 workers
gatheres in George Square
to hear the Provost's an-
nouncement, As the delega-
tion met the Provost, a
scuffle broke out as police
tried to force (tramcars
through the crwod,

Minutes later the police,
batons drawn, charged the
crowd. Befare long a pitched
battle was under way.

Fhis was the excuse the
government was waiting for,
The strike leaders were
arrested. 10,000 troops were
sent tg the city the next day.

Yet despite ‘Bloody Fri-
day’ as it came to be known,
the strike continued. In the

next week, links were es-

tablished with rank and file
committees in  Shefficld,
Belfast, London and other
towns where the struggle was
growing. The ‘d0-hours’
movement had become a
national fight,

The Electricians’ Union in
London called & strike which
threatened to black out the
whole city.

The crunch had come, The
government panicked and,
under the Defence of the
Realm Act, made the Elec-
fricians’ strike illegal, The
Electriclans backed down,
The Engineering Union dis-

Average age was 25—at Fords
it was 35,

But the policy began to
backfire. Younger workers
were reluctant to put up with
factory conditions, The
traditional motivations of job
security, money and the so-
called ‘opportunity for per-
sonal advancement’ were
proving insufficient.

This is reflected in this
country too. Many workers,
having the basic necessitics of
life, are beginning to question
the system that needs such
inhuman working conditions.

Seving this, the companies
are using the crisis to beat it
back.

We are being conned by
management and national,
union officials, l.ook, foreign
cars threaten our jobs, they
say. With high productivity we
can beat them off - so forget
higher wages.

Since the last round of
redundancies, production is
being pushed higher and
higher, while our living stan-
dards are getting worse,

Against this, what can the
industrial worker do? As that
line grinds faster and faster,
what do you do—shoot the
foreman? It solves nothing.

But if we acted together . . .

But isn't that the union? It
should be—but all too often
pur officials are our  first
abstacle. They live on
negotiations. ‘Now just go
back to work and we'll
negotiate,' they say.

Negotiate? Six weeks ago,
2500 workers at Triumph,
Coventry, took over the
tracks, barricaded the
foremen ‘in their office, took
the locks from the switch
boxes. and slowed the tracks
down.

One man couldn’t do that.
2500 could,

That wasn't the end of the
story, of course. But
remember next time they call
for more production—if the
choice were 2500 workers
acting together, or 36-second
car lunacy, which side would
you be on?

missed its Glasgow district
secretary for disobeying
instructions and, within
days, what looked like
becoming a national move-
ment had collapsed.

On the 14th day of the
strike. the newspapers
printed a rumour that it had
ended as if it were fact. Two
days later the strike was
over.

Harassed by the army,
aftacked by the press and
deserted by the trade union’s
own leadership, the grass-
rool movement was nof
strong enough to go italone.

In 1915, the Clyde
Workers' Committee saw
the need for the strength to
be able to sayv: *We will
support the officials just so
long as they rightly represent
the workers, but we will act
independently immediately
they misrepresent them'.

Tell that to Jack Jones.

ALEX GRAHAM

[0 Alex Graham is a
member of the Glasgow-
based Hard Times
Theatre Group, which has
produced a play on the
1918 sirike. Contact them
at 28 Belmont Streel
Glasgow G12 (phone 041-
334 8793.)
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Postal = HUGH SCANLON: HE TOSSED AWAY
MORE THAN A COIN...

" Points

| AM FED UP with people
slamming social security.
My husband is a visiting
officer with the DHSS and
he has had to deal with
screaming women and
downright ignorant, lazy
men.

It’s no wonder people
who work in the DHSS get
bitter at these people, All
their bills are paid and they
are notleft without money.

They're like the so-called
hierarchy who don‘t go to
work, except to dictate to
other people and who geta
peerage and are called Sir,
Lord, or Your Majesty.

1 SW Reader, Devon.

AV

AS AN AMERICAN and a

Marxist {of sorts) living in’

Britain, | was mildly an
noyed by the article Law and
Order Brigade 1776 (SW
May).

The Americans won the
War of Independence more
through British lack of cam-
mitment than revolutionary
fervour,

_1 Alan L Stoskopf, Bury.

AV

DEAR Socialist Workers, |
had a lovely time at
Skegness holiday camp. It
was very good there
because all the grown-ups
went to lots of meetings
and all the kids could do
what they wanted to do
and have a good time.

The meals there were
very good as well, but my
brother aged four drank
out of the milk jug,

| hope my mum takes me
to Skegness next vyear
because it was one of the
best holidays | have had.

The dormitory was very
good as waell, and | slept
next 1o my friend, so | was
not lonely.
O Harriet Clements,
Northfleet, Kent

AV

WHY HAS 'Defend the 44°
Right to Work marchers
been changed to 'Defend
the 437 Has someona sold
out and become a police
withess?

[ Eddie Brownlow,

Hackney.
Not at all. The police created
such chaos during the

arrasts that they even con-
fused themselves. 44 peo-
ple were arrested, but only
43 have been charged
because the police cowldn't
find an arresting officer for
the other one.—Editor.

AV

AS A MEMBER of the
National Council for Civil
Liberties, | endorse the
letters {15 May) on gay
liberation. Why does SW
appear not to support it?

It appears that all people
are equal but some (gays)
are less equal than others.
O E H. Newport, Gwent

AT THE AUEW National
Commillee, a major tactical
error  was  made by Bro
Scanlon, president. lnstead of
using his casting vote, he
tossed  a coin to  decide
between Bro Jimmy Reid and
Weakley as to who should sit
on the Standing Orders
Commuittes.

This committee decides the
order i which the 52-man
National . Committeg,the
union’s main policy-making
body. will debate and vote on
motions, which, if carred
become the policy of our
union.

Split

IThe National Committee
was split 26-26 between Bro
Reid and Weaklev, the latter
being the very man who had
challenged the President’s

MAY

right in the High Court to use
his casting vote.

I'he even split at that stage
was an indication that it would
be equally divided when ir
voled on twa vital ssues,the
deal with Healey and the full
amalgamation of the four
sections of the AUEW,

Brother Scanlan  should
have therefore cast his vote in
favour of the moderate
Weakley.

The dilemma the right wing
would then have had to face
was: accept the place on the
Standing Committee and
thereby re-establish  the
President’s use of his casting
vote—or take the union to
court,

| THANK you on

behalf of all my members
for the way you wrote your
article about our recent
dispute?

It was very clear to all

who read the article and
helped to see that justice
was done on behalf of the
workers in the factory.

[ Dave Williams, AUEW
Convenor, Dubiliers, Kirkby.

Racism on the rampage

THERE ARE now 12,000 on
the dole in Leicester and their
disillusionment with Lahour's
policies of wage frecze and
unemployment is beginning to
show,

It showed at the recent loeal
elections, when thousands of
workers  deserted Labour.
Some didn’t bother 10 vote,
others voted Tory. enabling
them to take control of the

council.
But more voted instead for
the Nazi  National  Front.

14,500 peaple=—18 per cent of
those who voted=supported
the Front,

In some wards, the Front
did better still—=25 per cent in
Charnwood. 28 per cent in
Latimer and 31 per cent in
Abbey,  where  they came
within 62 votes of winning a
seat.

Worrying

This vote for the Front is
worrving. It shows that work-
ing people are fed up with
Labour's hyvpocrisy and
Betrayals but, in the absence of
uny fight-back by the unon
leaders. they are turning to
racialism as a solution.

In the days before the
clection, the local paper ran
headline after headline with
racial  smears against
Leicester’s huge black popula-
tion.

3

This move would have not
st given the satisfaction of

watching the moderates
struggling with their prin-

ciples, but Scanlon would then
bave found himslefl in & posi-
tion Lo use his casting vote in
the event of an ¢ven sphit on
the wages deal and amalgama-
tiom,

Majority

As it transpired, the
National Committee  dis-
astrously endorsed the wages
deal by a small majorty. But,
an  amalgamation, it again
split equally and the motion
fell for the sake of the casting

vote, leayving a divided and
weaker umaon

A successiul  vote  for
amalgamation would have
destroved arguments in favour
of a block enginesring section
vote n supporl of the wages
deal at the National Con-
ference. hence conference
might have thrown out the
wages deal.

The only question left to ask
is: did this tactic occur to
someone with Bro Scanlon's
experience and ability? I it
did. then he tossed away more
than a coin, -
D lan Geddes, AUEW shop
steward, British Airways

~ European Division

IT LOOKS ob-
vious that the
Duke of Edin-
hurgh is irying 1o
miniic @ senior
citizen so I think
what I have
written—"And
there was this
pensioner person
asking me i’ 1
could help with
his plea for im-
mediale payrient
aof his vise',
showld win the
prize in the Sun-
day People cap-
tion conest. Bui
as the People
waould not
publish i if Isent
it in f am hoping
thar SW will,

0 S Warren
(OAP),
Loughborough.

Rumour has it that the
Nazis are plapning a march
here in the near future, if they
try it they must he stopped.

For too long. black workers
and trade unionists  have
tolerated the vile attacks of the
National Front.

If their

anger was

Lecture series

EDINBURGH: Every second
Thursday, 7.30pm, Trade Union
Cantre, Picardy Placs

3 Juna What is the revolutionary

socialist perty?  Speaker: Mk
Napiar
GLASGOW Evary sacond

Thursday, 7 30pm-Som. in Paslay
Town Hall

3 June - Natonalsm snd Sucelisn
17 June: The Swisle—s there &
parbamaentary road to socialism?
Speakar Jim Hengarson

EAST LONDON: Ewary sacond
Fricay, 7 30pm, Centerprise, 136
Kingsiand High Stest, London €8
4 June. What |5 Imparansm/
Speeker. Nogal Hasris

18 June: Budding the revolutionary
party. Speakar. Tony Cliff

SOUTH WEST LONDON: Ecery

second Monday, Bom, Lower Town
Hall, Baixzon
7 June First Workers
Aevolution, Pacis 1870, Speaker
lan Birchal
21 June. The Family Spesker
Joan Smith
second

WEST LONDON: Ewary

wesday af Spm Xngs Head, AcC

1 Jone Bualding the revorutonery

socabes parTy Soeaker Tany =

channelled  and  directed,
Leicester’s 50,000 biack
workers  could smash  the

Nazis off the streets once and
for all,

But we must do more than
this. We must defeat raciallst
ideas among workers,

We can only do this by
showing that racinlism offers
no real solution to workers'
problems. Only socialism ean
do that.

0O Wayne Asher, Leicester

Sorry...

MAY | OFFER my deepest
apologies to Brother Colin
Barnett of NUPE for con-
fusing his name with the
leading Tory Colin Grantham.
I can only plead that while
writing last week's article on
the education dispute, the
Tameside nurses' dispute was
on my mind, and so in conse-
guence Colin Barnett.
[ Dave Hallsworth, Ashton.

How do we

get the
troops out?

R McAULIEY (Letters, 8
May) names those responsible
for the deaths of British
soldiers="the faceless
hureaucrats and politicians’—
hut he has only presented part
of the case,

He neither comments on ar
attempts (o answer the gues-
tion of the compaign apainst
the civilian  population in
Ireland and Fngland.

As socialists. we demand
the withdrawal of troops from
Ireland and the right of the

Write to
Letters,
Socialist
Worker,
Corbridge
Works,
Corbridge
Crescent
London E2

ABORTION
... AGAIN

MANY SW readers like
Kathleen Duffy {Letters, |
May) confuse the issue of
abortion by concentrating on
the rights of the unharn child,
Of course 1t is alive, although
not a human being, but this is
not the point

If women are ever Lo
become truly equal in society.
they must have the ultimate
right to exercise their own
responsthility over something
as fundamental as childbirth.

I'o argue agamst this is o
give the nght of decisiob to
somebody  else —the state.
social workers, or, as under
the 1967 Acl, to doctars

To be anti-abortion now is
to give M Ps the moral right to
force women to have chiidren.

Such ‘soctalists’ are prop-
ping up capitalist state control
no matter how genuine they
feel their convictions.

Wamen at present have no
real right to choose to have a
child because of the
deplorable facilitics available.

But even in any future
socialist society, the ultimate
decision must rest with the
mother. Or who else would
anti-shartionists like to see
decide?

O Robyn

Dasey,
Porismouth.

STOP THIS CENSORSHIP!

ON 17 MARCH, the General
Secretary of the People’s
Democracy was arrested by
the British Army near Newry
in Northern leeland

He was held incom-
municade for three days
before being released but a

film entitled [reland
Flashpoint of Europe was
seired.

Damning-

it had been made by the
Italian Marxist group Lotta
Continga in conjunction with
People’s Democracy and isthe
ual expose
Rovyal Ulster

A dular ¢ B-Specials

and the British Acmy.

The only precedents for a
seizure of the above type were
the hanning by the old Stor-
mont regime of The Song of
Bernadette under the
notorious Speeial Pawers Act,
apparently  because of its
Roman Catholic 1deology.
and the seizure for a few days
while the film was being
shown in England, of Ireland
Behind the Wire, before it was
returned,

Ireland— Flashpoint of Eu-
rope has not vet been returned
and we can only assume that
this is the first major case of
the seizure and banning of a
film bhecause of its pofitical
message

We, the London branch of

PD, had made arrangements
for the screening of this Glmall
over Britain in response 1o
many requests  from in-
dividuals and organisations of
the labour movement as well
as film societies.

We consider that the seizure
hasimportant implications for
the future free expression of
political views in the visuul
arts in this country and would
accordingly request that vou
make a public protest about

this blatant political cen-
sarship.
0O Palrick Doherty,

Secrelary, London branch,
People's Democracy.
Further information from
‘Connolly Bovkshop, Aveoca
Park, Andersonsiown, Beifas:

Irish people to determine their
own future. What is in ques-

" tion iy the wav we achieve that

aim,

The attacks on  British
soldiers are legitimate for two
reasons, The Army is a sup-
port and u shield behind which
the Loyalist sectarian state is
ahle to operate, knowing that
it the last resort the Army is
there 1o protect them, and it
plays 2 repressive role agains!
the Catholic population in
Northern Ireland,

The need to extend the
campaign and include civilian
targets first in Ireland, Inter in
England, and, in the last year,
to engage in tit-for-tat  sec-
tarian  murders, has shown
that the Provos do not have
political  answers  to  the
problems facing Ireland,

Their  base  among  the
Catholies is smaller than at
any time in the last six vears,
and this isolation has pushed
them further and further away
fram mass action and towards
the sort of campaign wehayve
seen in the last year.

But to conclude that the
Provos are finished would be
extremely stupid, though they
iy not haye mass support for
all their activities.

They are seen by the
Catholic minority as the only
group capable of defending
them against the British Army
or the Lovalist murder gangs

Answer

The Provos identify the
problem  as  British  im-
periglism in Ireland and see
British soldiers as fighting in
defence of British investment
in JIreland, wnd pose the
answer as the fight to establish
a 32-county democratic
socialist republic,

Nowhere have the Provosin
uny serious way spelt out how
this is to be achieved, except
by the military campaign,

On such questions as how to
change society, what parf the
working class have to play in
the fight against imperinlism,
how to break the Protestunt
working class from Loyalism.,
the fight against unemploy-
ment, and lor better wages and
conditions, the Provisionals
have so far given no answer.

We support the
Provisionals in their strugple
against  British dmperialism,
but must criticise some of the
methods used,

A socialist,  32-county
Republic will not be achieved
until a1 mass movement in-
volving all sections of the
working class is started. The
sooner the better.

0 Paul O'Brien, N Landon.

General
-
Strike

i CAN REMEMBER the
1926 CGieneral Strike for one
thing in particular, Though |
was 8. my parents still
wouldn't let me see the daily
NCWSpapers.

All I had to go on for news
was the BBC, 1 can see now
that they weren't much help.

With hindsight, it seems |
was being deliberately reared
in ignorance, barring the three
Rs. shich | got at home as |
was  considered not strong
enough to attend school.

O John Ormsby, Chard,
Somerset

| WAS irritated by W R
Caoulson (Letters, 15 May),
What hecalls ‘extreme’lrish
nationalists are people who
have been branded as such
by the capitalistic world,
which sees them as a
threat.

. Does he think the system
in Northern Ireland before
1969 was "alright’? if so, he
is not @ socialist, What is his
solutions for Northern
Ireland?

. John Duffy, Dundee
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Chris

Harman

Is this
socialism?

reviews

A Marcw crithpaof he Taprmatiansl Sedales
by Cunnd Fards 22

a new

pamphlet from the

Communist Party

THE MOST amazing thing about this
pamphlet is that it begins by half-admitting
that the things that ought to characterise
socialism do not exist in Russia.

The author, David Purdy, says that ‘'some or all’ of
the following requirements are lacking: a high degree
of popular self-activity, no marked differentidls of
income or status, and accountability of all state
olflicials.

He then argues that this ‘does not logically entail that the
USSR is not a workers' state of sorme kind,’

Marx, Engels and Lenin would turn in their graves if they could
hear him. For them, the essence of the socialist revolution was the
taking af control over society by the democralic organisations of

workers.

l.enin, like Marx, insisted
that this meant “the control of
all officials, without excep-
ton, by the unreserved
application of the principle of
election and, ar any time,
recall and the approxsmation
of their wages to the ordinary
pay of the workers'.

This Tase poine, Lenin says,
“is perhaps the most impor-
fant paint as far as the
prodlem of the state is con-
cerned,’

Luxury

It is of course. something
that the present rulers of
Russia—with  their huge
salaries, their luxury dachas,
their own ‘special shops’,
their servants, and their
private kindergarien, their
chauffeur~driven limousines.
would prefer 1o forgel,

Purdy tries to give an
excuse for such forgetfulness
by insisting that whether a
saciety is socialist has nothing
to do with the ‘particulat
form” of the ‘state apparatus’.

He savs that, under
capitalism, the state can take
various forms, from a fascist

dictatorship to a labour
government.
Why not, he asks;

shouldn’t there be such a
difference under sociabism as
well?

But the argument falls flat
the moment you Jook at il.

Whichever government is
in power, the capitalist class
run Britain.

Sabotage

Why? Because of their
massive, -direet  economic
power, They control industry
and so can sabotage the
actions of any government
they do not like.

Sa even with a left-wing

Labour government, the
country would remain
capitalist,

But does the Russian
worker have cconomic power
in the same way asa Western
capitalist? Of course not.

He does not decide whether

CWORKERS STATE?
There have recently
baen dock strikes in
Riga, according to the
French Paper, Figaro.
And market stalls in
Rostov and Kiev have
been destroyed in
protest at food shor-
tages.

[0 RUSSIAN JOKE:
Brezhnev is showing
his aged mother
around the Kremlin, He
shows her his ser-
vants, his tables laden
with vodka and caviar,
Then he has her
chauffeur-driven by
limousine to one of his
four country villas.
She is spellbound by
all the opulence. So

Brezhnev says: ‘Are
you impressed?’
‘Yes,” she replies.

‘But what are we going
to do if the Reds come
back?”

Prague 1968—and Russian tanks move in . . . fo defend a ‘workers’ state against its own workes?

-

Oris it the ugly face
of state capitalism?

factaries are built, whether
steel works or shoe factories
will be apened, wha will get
what amount of wealith;

He cannot even prowest
about his 1ea break withouwt
being  threatened with  the
faw.

Because he has no control
over the state, he has no
confrol over the gconomy
either,

That is why Marx, Engels
and Lenin always insisted
that the- key to  building
socialism  was  the ‘dic-
tatorship of the warking
class.

By this they meant rufe by
the workers, As Lenin put it,
1o build secialism there had
ta be ‘the organisation of the
whole economy under the

‘SOCIALIST”
CRISIS? 'Poles have
been told that food
prices frozen since
workers’ riots in 1970,
will have to go up soon
and that the country
faces an austere five
years. The Times, 31
March.

O WHAT DO YOU think about Russia? We want to hear from you.
Write to SW, Corbridge Works, Corbridge Crescent, London, E29DS.

management of the armed
proletasiat.’

But Purdy prefers
Brezhney to Lenin. He claimsy
that ‘the mode of production
in Russia cannot be capitalist
because it is ‘planned’

From: this he concludes
that it must be ‘socialist’,

The argument is at the
level: @ tiger is not a lion and
must therefore be a mouse,

Change

But all modern states ‘plan’
the cconamy to greater or
lesser degrees. We know that
the plans in the West always
break down. Things happen
outside a particular country
that compel a change of
policy.

What Purdy ignores is that
this has invariably happened
to Russian planning as well,

Repardless of what has
been said in the ‘plans’, the
output of some things has
always grown, and the output

of other things has cither
grown very slowly or has
fallen.

What has expanded, vear
in year oul, are things that
can be used to make other
things —iron, steel, cement
plants, and so on. What has
grown much more slowly
than planoned have been
goods o improve workers'
living standards.

n 1935,
goads accounted for 70 per
cent of Russian production.
By 1970 they had risen 1o 73
per ceni.

I'he result is that the
Russian worker sees massive
power stations, cement facs
torics, steel works. He hears
Concordski flving overhead.

He sees giant missiles in the
military parades. But he hasa
living standard much lower
than a British worker.

He lives in a society which
accords with Marx’s account
of the effects of capitalism
‘Accumulation of wealth at
one pole, accumulation of

the first sort of

misery, of agony of toil,
slavery, ignorance, brutality,
mental depradation at the
other.’

Purdy tries one last
economic argument, He says
capitalism cannot exist
without ‘commuodity” produc-
tion, and that this does not
occur in Russia,

But again he 1s wrong,

‘Commodity production’
means that goods are produc-
ed not accarding to some
rational plan, but on the basis
of rivalry between different
capitalists,

Needs

[t is this which forces each
capitalist to hold wages down
1o a minimum and to expand
industry without regard to
peaple’s needs

Thereis not much competi-
tion between rival capitalists
inside Russiz. But the Rus-
sian cconomy as a whole 1s
mvolved in continual com-
petition with the economies

of other countries.

In part, this is competition
to sell things abroad (from
tractors and vodka o
aeroflot - flights and steel
worksk.

But even more important is
the most intense and violent
form of competition
military competition.

The rulers of Russia are
involved in a continual drive
to Kkeep up with the
Americans and the Chinese in
terms of the ability to wage
war

This makes nonsense of all
talk of ptanning. The level of
accumulation s determined
by the level of international
competition

As this grows, living stan-
dards have to be held down,
Fe’}.{d';/fe‘\k of whar may b
written in the plans

That is why Purdy is also

wrong to claim that there are

L1I'SOCIALIST  PLAN-
NING: Russia's first
Five Year Plan, in
1929, promised con-
siderable im-
provements in
workers” and peasants’
living standards—and
then went on to cut
them in_half,

Fifteen years ago,
Kruschev promised
meat production would
catch the US up in two
or three years. It is still
half the US figure.

In 1965 massive in-
creases were promised
in the number of trac-
tors and lornes for
agriculture.  No  in-
creases took place.
Instead spending on
heavy industry rose.

West. But they exist, because

the competitive  drive 1o
accumulate  wreaks havoc

with the rest of the cconomy
This may escape Purdy’s
notice, because what matters
to him is not the conditions of
Russian workers, but the use
of words like *planning', and
‘nationalisation’

Action

But it matters to Russan
workery and housewives as
they gre hit by shortages and
rising prices.

They are leaming slowl
as are many worker
West, that
miserable
take r

Only then will they 2t 3
real workers siate ad
real «ocalsa plammamy
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FIGHT FOR
THE

RIGHT TO
WORK
meetings

NATIONAL EETPU RANK AND'
FILE MEETING: Saturday 12 June,
2pm-6pm, Digbath  Cive  Hall,
Brmingham. Transporet details from
Rank and File Centre, phone 01
802 0978

NORTH LONDON Right to Work
Committee and Platform joint
mesting: Fight the Fara Rises Tues-
day 1 June, Bpm, North Librery,
Manor Gardens. Loadon N.7

DARLINGTON: Fight Unermploy-
ment March arganised by
Darlin Trages Council. Satur-
day 29 May. Assemble North
Loags Pack 1pm. Rally South Park
2pm. Speakers Joan Maynard M P.,
Ted Fletcher MP and local trade
unionists,

c«nnl Lnndon nght 1o Work

and The Campaign to’
Repcll the lmm-grauon
Act:Meeting 1o set up Camden-'
based Immigrant Workers Support
Group. Any interested Irish, Black,'
Asian, Spanish Portugese, etc
workers ara spocially askad 10 )o-n
us, g0 this doesn’t become ;usl
another cor os ‘do )
Friday 28 Mo‘_ 6. 30 pm, Camdr.-n
Faderation o( oﬂanls burlding, 30
Camdan Roa

Ceontral London n ht to Work
- Committee  monthly dalegate
meeting, for affilinted trade union
delegales and unemployed

uesday 1 June.6 30 pm
2860 Saven Sisters Road, Landon

Central London Right to Work
Committes Fund-raising
Social. Bar,Disco.Lght Show.the
Film: Fighting The Cuts will bo
shawn at 8 pm. 650p employed, 25p
unemployed  and/or  clsimants.
Friday 4 June, 7 pm, Roebuck Pub,
Tottenham Court Road,

The National Right to Work
C-npcgn Pam| . DANGER:
IMMIGRANT WORKERS

UNDER ATTACK is out of print. /f
You hava Spere copies plesse retun
them to: Right 1o Work office, 266a
P Seven Sisters Road, London N7,

MANCHESTER Defend the 43
Benefit: Friday 28 May. 8pm,
Manchestes Poly. Aytoun St
Building. Last chance 10 sea North
West Spanner in WINDING UP and
Counteract in THE CUTS SHOW
Stuck and ur

others 70p

CASH
POURS IN
FOR THE
RIGHT TO
WORK 43

AFTER the magnificent dis-
play of solidarity with the 43
arrested  Right to Work
marchers last Friday the task
of collecting money for their
defence goes on.

One TGWU branch in the
Liverpool Docks, 6/611, has
sent in £20 to the cam-
paignThe Hull Docks Shop
Stewards Committee gave £50
on Friday to the Defence
Fund.

Other donations this week
include:

Wodambery No 3 AUEW £2, ll:..xr(

NUT 25, Dabion Garage TGW1 0
_na:n Toachens £ ‘(m.-..' collec-

peayed

198 ‘lT A.-u-.m B.a;AL.& fl‘;A

lnnt.—a. fin
e Usnversey £3

ASTMS members Newcastic spoo
Teme D20 TGWU Cowes Beanch,
gt Wecomde {11 S0 Sac il Trades
Commci I3, Pooborosgh BT

ASTMS membens ot

Horbary £33%
Bk ad Fe IS
OPsa Comtrmmmer £ ®atta= Fores
Toals Commcl S0 Norsamgecn
ETW Commmes §525, Warwxk Un-
ey socabe socxcty £2 80, SOGAT
Conleeses £1400 Southampton
Dackesy £2 8. Scuthampton worker
. Serwxh Socaks Worker Readers
£7 38 Rodder Tape editoral board £1.65

ASTMS Newcasisl uaiversity £S5,
Sewerty Comsttuescy Labour Party
23 NALGO Hammersmith Branch
£ Gomsdy RTW Commitice £2,
Adendeen RTW Commattee £21, Paisley
Teck Semdents Assocation Disco £74,40,
Sewmtamgecs RTW £} AUEW
Ohchenbam (S lc«n Ne *m

DRIVERS
STRIKE
AGAINST
PAY DEAL

by KEVIN O'DOHERTY |

TWO THOUSAND
lorry drivers in East
London stopped
work on Monday
morning in response
to government plans
in the 4'2 per cent pay
deal 1o tax their night
subsisience
allowances for road
haulage drivers.

They marched to
Tower Hill and then
on to Transport
House to iobby the
union leadership over
the'proposed fax
cuts.

As spokesman for
the marchers said the
plans could mean a
loss of up to £200 a
year for drivers,

Normally the
average allowance is
around £5 a night,
which has to cover
hotel costs and
meals,

Drivers outside TGWU headquarters vote to continue the strike.

Thorn workers

fight apartheid

TROUBLESHOOTERS, the printed circuit and finished set
testers at the Thorn television factory in North London, have
taken probably unprecedented solidarity action in support of
their black and Asian brothers in Thorn plants in South

Africa.

They are refusing to train workers destined for ‘whites only” jobs in South
Africa at ten times the wage of African and Asian Thorn workers.

BID TO GAG PAY
DEAL PROTEST

THE 1976 Conference of
Trades Councils last weekend
was almost the shortest on
record, when the chairman,
Terry Parry of the Fire
Brigades Union, threatened to
close it down after just ‘15
minutes to prevent delegates
discussing an  emergency
resolutionrejecting the 414 per
cent pay deal

Su‘h is the TUC
bureaucrats” fear of rank and
fike dc,cmn-:s from trades
councils that they arenY
allowed to discuss resolutions
that might be considered
against TUC policy

To police this, Rule 14

bas recently been forced on

trades councils forbudding
them 1o assocwate with or
support bodics that might
conflict with TUC policy.

Several attempts were made to
refer back Rule 14, but these
were ruled out of order,

TUC general secretary Len
Murray attempted to sell
delegates the pay policy, but
was heckled throughout his
speech, Not one person from
the Tloor spoke in defence of
the deal

take any action in support of
the arrested marchers. The
letter  says that  “national
demonstrative action would
be counter-productive in har-
ming the close and developing
relationship with the Labour
government.'

Passed

TUC
wer mprisoned

Des

criticised

picket

Warren, and passed a resolu-
tion calling for the TUC 10
campaign more energefically
and urgently for his release

The trainees are lodged ata
hotel in Enfield at the expense
of the racist South Alrican
government, They also visit
the South African Embassy
once a week to pick up
expenses and doubtless Lo
learn about the benefits of
apartheid.

Thorn gets £1000 for each
person trained.

But the troubleshooters,
who include white socialists as
well as blacks and Asians, are
refusing ‘to assist inany way
the training of mcull,\-
selected  tooubleshooters
destined for South Africa’, as
they say in their petition to
management,

Thorns have campaigned to
get people willing to go to
South Africa to earn £90 a
week  as  troubleshooters.
supervising black and Asian
troubleshooters on £9 2 week,

(eith Wilbraham, one of
the 'testers in Enfield, told
Socialist Worker that he

simply was not prepared to
assist such & racist regime in
any way, ‘I saw a TV play
about the system there. A
young black warker didn’t
want to hive in the area he was
confined to by the pass laws,
So he got a dead man's pass
and changed the photo.

But he still lived in fear of

being arvested and finger-
prnted, I'm not willing to
support such a rotten kind of
socieLy.

A voung black tester at
Thorn put it as follows: *I'm
coloured. right. And™ I'm
supposed 1o help train people
who'll go there and oppress
my brothers over there. it's
JUSt not on.

Image

Lonz Townsend. a Thorn
troubleshooter and member of
the Injernational Socialists
said: ‘Here in Britain Thorn
cultivates a nice multiracial
image. But in South Africa the
same firm is out to pay the
lowest possible wages

It’s scandalous, and we feel
that it 1s our duty Lo give some
practical form to the many
resolutions our union, the
I'ransport Workers, has pass-
ed against racialism and
apartheid.’

PICTURE: Andrew Wiard {Report)

CABLES
STRIKE
IN CITY

LONDON: 130 cable and
storchouse workers at a Post
Office building in the City are
on strike only two weeks after
joining the Ttransport and
General Workers' Union.

Black and white workers at
Mondial House, Upper
Thames Street, are united in
their fight to save the jobs of
two shop stewards sacked on
Moenday. They are also out for
union recognition and better
working conditions. Until
now they have had no holiday
or sick pay and do not get paid
for Bank Holidays. Average
take-home payv is £25

The company they work
for—Ameeco Personnegl
\L‘r\ucvr-.mplms peaple to
make cahle for the Swedish
Thorn-Erikson company, and

the Post Office. The 130
workers jommed the TGWU
recently after the Ameeco

management asked them to
join the EETPU.

'We suspect that the EET-
PU  representatives in  the
company have done a deal
with the management,” said
Denzil Miller, one of the two
sacked shop stewards. “A few
of us investigated the possibili-
ty of joining another union.
Within a few days we had 20
members of the TGWU and
now it is 130.°

About 50 EETPU members
are still working. .

Said chargehand Les
Williams: *We are all in favour
of a closed shop. but on our
terms, not the managemeat’s,
We want decent working
conditions before we go back
to work.'

Police call in themercenary dog

01-603 8654.

JOHN BANKS is a dog of
war. He was in the news in
January for recruiting 200
mercenaries to fight in
Angola against the black
freedom fighters.

week —detained under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act.

The press greeted this with
masave beadlines Enking
Bamks o sk Repoblicans,
T Berer wat oo videmce
Sr e

T jedicr rewepsed Basd
Twe &rvs moer Thery had ssed
mE 2aml ¥ 2o 1O UmeRs TRO
cxrcutve members of the
Provindomal Semm Fein. a legal
Repebican organisation.

The two are John Higgins

from lLuton and Eddie
Caughey from Birmingham.
John had been picked up three
times before under the PTA—
and released with no charges
brought. Eddie was sacked
after being picked up under
the Act. He had been secretary
of his AUEW Construction
Section branch.

Ther smd thewr families have
been harassed because of it,
Eddie Caughey's (teenage
dagghiers have been
photographed and
fingerprinted —illegally —
when returning from trips fo
Ireland.

Now they have been charg-
ed with soliciting radios and
arms for the IRA.

The Trade Union Com-
mittee sgainst the Prevention
of Terrorism Act has sup-
ported Higgins and Caughey
with pickets outside Pad-
dington Green Police Station,
where they were held.

O 25 plainclothes police,
one policeman in uniform, a
policewoman and three dogs
burst into a home in North
London last Friday at 7.05am.
One carried a 4ft crowbar.
Police cars blocked the top of
the road and the alley.

Everyone in the house was
herded into the kitchen and

Derby:
asbestos
‘deal’ by
TGWU

WORKERS at British
Celanese, Derby, appear to
have been sold out on the
ashbestos issue by
Transport Union district
officer Chiff Small.

The workers in the stores,
anxious for their own safety
and the safety of their
warkmates, hlacked all
ashestos three  weeks ago
They told management they
would not handle any goods
containing asbestos  unless
they were plastic-wrapped and
with a hazard warning on the
packet,

Management claimed that
evervthing was safe, They
called man‘expert”to dosoms
Tests.

Not a word was said about
the result of the tests until the
stores steward insisted on
further  information. The
management 1his time Sup-
ported by district officer
Small, said the results proved
#ll was safe provided the men
wore masks.

When the workers still
refused to handle the stuff
unless sealed and with a
hazard warning, Small lost his
rag. When pressed over the
unwrapped asbestos in the
hins, he exploded: °'l know
what you're trying to make me
say. But [ won't because it will
be splashed all over the
Socialist  Worker Celancse
Bulletin.'

He then left. Hall an hour
later there was another
meeting in the stares. At this
the personnel  manager
threatened to have anyone
who would not work with
asbestos transferred.

He said this had been agreed
with Transport Union district
officer Small!

I'his could be a dangerous
precedent. Does it mean that if

any memberal the TGWU hay
a complaint aboul improving
his working conditions, his
bonus, or even his  wiages
management can say: If you're
not satistied you know what
you can do: transfer. go and
work somewhere else and
some ather poor sogd will have
to do the job?

In conversation with the
stores workers Small let drop
the information that the
TGWU  Legal: Department
had seen and okaved the test
results. This indicates that the
decision to tolerate the so-
called safe level of two fibres
per ml is a national decision
with the backing of Legal
Officer Albert Blyghton.

There Is no safe level of
ashbestos. What's more,
research at kmperial College,
London. indicates that the
sampling methods in use in
Britain grossly undersiaie the
quantity of asbestos and other
dusts in the air.

of war

held there for 1%; hours, Larry
Sillery, aged 21, a lodger who
had come to England to find
work after finishing his ap-
prenticeship in Dublin, was
taken away under the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act.

Larry had been picked up
and released before under the
PTA. He and 16-year-old
Terry Carson were held for
five hours in Holyhead as they
returned from the Easter
holiday in Ireland. Both were

photographed and finger-
printed.
Larry was told: ‘*You'll

never work in London,'



Sparks
strike
on 14
sites

SHEFFIELD: Electricians from 14 sites

are still

on strike demanding the

reinstatement of 18 men sacked from

the N G Bailey's hospital

Barnsley.

site in

The senior steward from the site told Socndhsl

Worker:

‘Management came into the cabin one

morning and just announced the removal of an
allowance, which cut our wages by £4.60. Previous
firms have always paid the allowance.

RIG SITE
THREAT
T0600

by A ARMITAGE
METHIL, Fife: Half the
[200 workers at the
Redpath Dorman Long
oil-rig construction site are
threatened with the sack.
Unemployment in the area
1s already more than 12 per
cent,

Letters from management
lust week did nor give anexact
number for the sackings-
timed for Nosvember, At a
mass meeting.stewards
unanimously pledged to fight

Management ftries in the
letter to blame the workforce
for the sackings.alleging that
the oil-rig built was two years
late. Newspapers and
television have joined this. In
fact, the delay was caused
mainly by design alterations
required by the customer,
Shell UK. and bad
management, There has been
only one week’s strike in the
past 18 months.

Every construction site in
Scotland is in  the same
situation as Methil, with no
orders,

I'he Scottish oil ‘boom® has
guickly collapsed. A yard
promised 15 vears work is
struggling for survival after
only five. The pattern will be
repeated all over Scotland as
long as the multi-national oil
companics continue 10 restrict
investment in North Sea oil as
part of their blackmail to get
the government to water down
its already diluted plans

The fight in RDL has only
just started. \hile pressure
must be put on fulltime
officials, councillors, and MPs
to  safeguard these jobs.
workers cannot rely on these
people in a final showdown,
he rank and file must be
orgamised to fight if victory is
to be won,

‘As if this wasn't bad
cnough, they backdated the
wage cut by two weeks,”

For several weeks there
were half<day stoppages in
protest. Then Bailevs sacked
I8 men. Electricians on [4
other sites in Sheffield came
out in support.

I'he - strike committee is
arganising to spread support.
On Monday pickels went to
sites al Sc and on
Tuesday to Redcar. The Right
to Work Campaign is printing
collection sheets and arrang-
ing. for delegations to ga to
other parts of the country to
win  support,  starling  in
Manchester on Tuesday,

Better

One  steward  from the
Midland Bank site in Sheffield
told Socialist Worker of the
union officials: “We'd be better
off without them. Chapman,
our area official, is arguing
that we must follow disputes
pracedure and go back to
work before negoliations can
start.

‘This procedure is part of
the JIB agreemeént signed by
employers and our union's
national executive. We'd have
no chance of getting these lads
their jobs if we went back first.

‘Electricians . are  angry
about the JIB agrcement,
which set all wage rates. You
can pet nearly double the pay
on a nonJIB site around here,
but the union disciplines
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HOW £195-A-WEEK EXECUTIVES SKIVE
© OFF TO PLAY GOLF

A SCANDAL of slack-
ing ~and _skiving
among  executives
earning up to £195-
a-week at a big state-
owned British
Leyland car plant is
exposed this week.
A Socialist Worker
raporter who wandered
into the management of-
fices estimates that there
were ‘two or three hun-
dred’ hard-core slackers
there, From conversations
with executives it
appeared that this par-
ticular Leyland factory was
in na way exceptional.
This is what he found
[ Dozens of industrial
engineers taking unofficial
catnaps in their offices,
[C Sales managers reading

THE Wa rzpae
e bt
b bk

LULLABY OF

their newspapers at work.
[0 A secret rota where
foremen take. it in turns to
go off sick on full pay.
There seemed to be only
200-300 hard core
slackers in the Cowley
management but at times
it looked as if all of them
were idling, Sitting
around, hands in pockets,

Last Friday's Sun
attack on British
Leyland workers—but
here a Cowley worker
exposes the real
scandal.

Or smoking. Or taking
coffee breaks. Ringing up
their accountants. Or just
dozing.

One man confided tome
that the pile of paperwork
on his desk was just a
decoy, Most of it was
holiday brochures. ‘My
biggest problem,” he
said,'is keeping awake'.

Another said there was
no incentive these days for
middle management His
accountant had told him
he'd earn more if he wark-
ed less.

‘Company housa.
Company mortgage.
Company car. Company
pension scheme, It's get-
ting very difficult to fiddle
, your tax returns,’

Lunch-time. Time for a
break from the grindstone.
This time it’s official. The
lunch is heavily sub-
sidised. A waitress
service—at the taxpayers’
expense,

Back in the offices | saw
one group brazenly walk-

_taking decisions the hard-

ing out. They're off to play
goif,” a secretary told me
No-one batted an eyelid.

Another secretary pop-
ped her head round the
door. Collecting for Lord
Stokes' leaving present,
‘Sod off,” said the financial
contraller.

At the and of a hard day

pressed exacutives were
queueing up outside the
factory petrol pump. One
young lad, having filled the
tank of his XJ12, filled up a
couple of cans.

‘Can’t be too careful,’
he said, ‘I might run out
on the way home.’ He
only lived five miles
away,

Shetfield electricians arguing for support of the 18 sacked for refusing a wage cut

members who fight for better
pay on JIB sites,

‘Our site is in dispute itself,
Chapman has tried everything
to get us back. He even offered
to negotiate overtime, even
though there is terrible un-
employment in our industry,

“The executive member for
this region, Best, wha s
standing for general sceretary,
hasnt been seen.

“That's why | think it's great
that Billy Williams, the Rank
and File candidate for general
secretary, came down to a
strike, That's an achievement
in itself, however many votes
he gets,’

Although the strikes are
looking for a quick settlement,
there is every chance that
Bailey's notonous for strike-
breaking, will prolong the
dispute. But the spasks are
determined to win.

[0 Collection sheels and
all donations to Keith Eyre,
Strike Fund Treasurer, 69a
Carr Road, Sheffield 6.

‘Red scare’ Chapple again

by STEVE JEFFERYS

‘LIKE all other elections,
this one has been subjected
to much campaigning by
Communist and Trotskyi ist
groups who scoured ‘the
uniof in order to drum up
opposition  candidates,’
writes Frank Chapple in
his election address. stan-
ding for re-vlection as
Ecncral secretary of the

lectricians and Plumbers
Union (EETPU),

DO NOT DOUBT THEIR
PURPOSE, They are not
seekers after truth or a more
democratic union. They wish
to control the union because
they know how il can be
twisted to serve political pur-
poses for which they cannot
get clectoral support from our
nation’,

SCS: NARROW SLIP FOR DEAL

by Gordon Blair (SCS)

I'he 4% per cent pay deal slipped through the
conference of the Saciety of Civil Servants by
anly 5509 to 4196 votes last week.
Unfortunately many delegates opposed the
deal but voted for it hecause they felt unable to
win their members inta opposition in the teeth
of the high pressure press campaign.
threw
fainthearted tradition and spelt out the real
nature of the deal in a conference paper. This
showed that exccutive officers in the civil service

I'he  union executive

Dustmen defy cut

SCOTLAND: Support is growing for the 80 Cumbernauld

dustmen, dusteart drivers and roadsweepers who are in the
second week of their unofficial strike against massive wage

cuts. Cumbernauld Council, controlled by the Scottish
National Party, wants (o slash their wages by between £12

and £24,

The strikers, members of the GMWU and TGWU, have been
joined by others in nearby Kilsyth, Cumbernauld Development
Corporation muanunl workers are refusing to move the district
council’s rubbish. The two unions are still refusing official

backing.

] Donations and messages ol support to Cumbernauld
and Kilsyth District Council Cleansing Department Strike

Fund,
Glasgow.

c/o Cumbernauld Trades Counclil,

Cumbernauld,

standards.

aside its

EQUAL PAY Second bus garage out

BRENTFORD: 350 women
production  workers at
Trico—Falderth, in the Great
West Road, have come out on
strike for equal pay. They have
been negotiating - since  last
June.

The 350 members of the
Engincering Union came out
on Monday aflternoon. Only
four workers blacklegged.
They have got the full support
of the men in the factory, who
are waiting to he called out

would suffer a 14 per cent reduction in living

In return there is to be no price control, no
control on unearned income, cuts in jobs and
services to the public, no direction of profits into
investment and nothing to solve unemployment.

Another hopeful sign was the [ 08B0 votes
polled in the executive elections by Bob Hart
candidate of the rank and file paper, Redder
Tape. This was short of the 2.B00 necessary for
election but a good vote for the first time round,

Bob Hart tapped the poll for the executive of
the DOE section,

The only rank and file
chalienge is Billy Williams, a
member of the International
Socialists and a well-known

_militant in the electrical con-

tracting industry.

In his election address. post
fast  week to all 400,000
members  with  the ballot
forms, he declares his oppaosi-
tion to the TUC wage deal and
calls for support for demands
such as a fight for the 35-hour
week to tackle unemployment,

He is the only candidate to
mention the need for ‘real
equal pay now', in a8 union
with S0.000 women,

Absence

Billy Williams also uses his

clection address to call for
support {or the 26 May Day of
action against the Labour
government’s unemployment
and wages policies, He argues
for a whole programme of
changes to muake the union
more democratic,
_ Best does not, however,
indicate what his position is an
any of the kev issues of the
day. His election  address
contains ne statement on his
attitude towards the wage
freeze or what to do about
unemployment.

He doesn't mention equal
pay or his attitude towards
agreements like the Contrac-
ting Industry Joint Industry
Board —which Williams cleur-
ly opposes.

Best is being given formal
support by Flashlight, the
Communist-Pirty dominated

by DAVE FANTHAM TGWU, Wandsworth bus garage

LONDON: Wandsworth
busmen were on strike last
Thursday in protest at the
introduction of new schedules
on their routes. A strike is
planned each Thursday in
opposition Lo timetables
swhich will reduce the number
of buses on the road and
lengthen the gaps hetween
them

Management claim a shor-
tage of staff at Stockwell and
Middie Row parages, which

share Wandsworth routes, yet
at the same time they have
restricted recruitment, driving
instructors have® been
redeployed, and there are
more than 7000 unemploved
in the Wandsworth arca.
London I'ransport have
undertaken to operate only 85
of every 100 scheduled miles
but in garages where London
Transport have ‘been upable'
ta ‘1ill vacancies the service
cuts are already well over this

occasional - newspaper for
EETPU members. But many
of the most active rank and file
Communist Party members in
the EETPU are angry that the
Communist Party leadership
are not supporting a rank and
file candidate., and so are
giving: their support to Billy
Williams.

Socialist Worker supports
the attempt to build a rank
and file movement within the
EETPU, We therefore eall on
all our readers and supporters
in the EETPU to vote first
preference for Billy Williams
and second preference for
Best.

Name ...........

'Please send me more information
about Socialist Worker and the
International Socialists

Greenings
picket
firm after
7 weeks

WARRINGTON: ‘The spirit
of the lads s getting harder
and harder. We are going to
stand firm," Greenings strike
commitiee  secrctary  Len
Blood told Socialist Warker.
For seven weeks Engineer-
ing Union members have been
on strike in support of con-
venor Arthur Conheeney, who
was sacked when the company
was taken over by the giant
Firth Browns as part of their
effort to break one of the most
militant plants in their group
Picketing bas been going on
solidly since the start of the
strike. When the gates are shut
at night the engineering shop
Is occupied
Last Monday North West
Spanner, the socialist theatre
group, came down 1o the
picket line and put on their
show, V for Victory. The
palice immediately appeared
and said they were trespassing
but they still put on the show
Money and support s
urgently needed for this of-
fictal  dispute against  vie-
timisation and in defence of
shop Noor organisation.
E?Send all messages and

donations to Greenings

Strike Commitfee
Treasurer, cl/o AUEW
House, Froghall Lane,

Warrington, Lancs.

Socialist

Send to: National Secretary, International
Socialists, 8 Cottons Gardens, London, EZ

8DN.

pport!=
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MAGNIFICENT!

MAGNIFICENT. That
is the only word to
describe the occupa-
tion of the colleges of
education.

By the end of this week,
most will have been seized
by their students,

And these students will have
the backing of others in a
number of palytechnics and
university colleges,

Their fight back against
unemployment began at
Moray House College in
Edinburgh two weeks ago.

Within four days, flying
pickets from the college had
brought every <¢ollege of
education in Scotland into the
mavement.

And then, last Thursday, it
was London's turn.
Southlands College in South
Londan took the lead in
spreading the struggle {rom
across the border.

Flying

Their flving pickets were
soon round the other colleges
in the area.

They. picketed the meeting
of the National Union of
Students’ executive on Sun-
day, pressing it to call for an
all-out occupation of every
college in England and Wales
as well as Scotland.

By ‘Tuesday, scores of
colieges had followed the call.

On  Monday, Phillipa
Fawcett, Whitelands and
Maria Grey in South London
voted to occupy. Sodid Christ
Church and Edgehill in Liver-
pool.

Redlands, Bristol, Roll,
Exeter, and Winchester soon
followed

In Manchester, Didshury
gave the lead. In Yorkshire,
Bingley voted to take action,

Solidarity from

as did Padgate in Warrington
and Middleton St George in
Teesside.

Colleen Ridgeway, of
Bulmershe College, Reading,

told Soctalist Worker:

‘An emergency  union
meeting on  Monday night
overwhelmingly carried a mo-
tion to occupy the administra-

NOW
SPREAD

THE OCCUPATIONS

tion building in protest against
education cuts and teacher
unemployment.’

‘Approximately 250
students voted for the motion
and less than 20 against.”

Thomas Huxley and
Goldsmiths colleges in Lon-
don voted to occupy aoh
Tuesday afternoon,

Spread

In the Midlands, St Peters,

Saltlcy, and the West
Midlands College had oc¢-

cupied by Tuesday.

I'he struggle has also begun
1o spread Lo colleges outside
the teaching sector

At the North East London
Polyvtechnic, more than 400

student teachers at Southlands: they started the occupations snowballingin England.

Why we should
all support the
student teachers

TENS OF THOUSANDS of student teachers have taken an initiative that
should be backed by every other section of students and by the whole working

class movement.

They have given a lead in the fight for jobs that should be an inspiration to everyone.
Their case is simple. In college after college, more than half the students finishing their
studies this vear cannot get jobs.

They're fully qualified

LINK UP THE FIGHT!

Meeting for delegates from all occupied
colleges of education in London to discuss
setting up a coordinating committee.

Southlands

College,

65 Parkside,

Wimbledon. 3pm, this Thursday, 27 May.

students voted on Tuesday to
occupy, with only a couple
against. They linked the stu-
dent teachers’ right to work
with the fight against the fees
of overseas students and the
recent spate of “physical at-
tacks on them,

Racialism

Among those who spoke for
the occupation were a Malay-
sian student, & Greek Cypriot,
and a Turkish Cypriot.

A Nigerian student made
the link between the student
teachers' struggle and the fight
against racialism. He pointed
out that the press campaign
over overseas students led
naturally to attacks on them

‘Racialism covers up the

corruption in the system,” he
said
Similar support was
forthcoming from the School
of Omental #nd African
Studies, from the North Lon-
don Polytechnic and the
Wolverhampton Polytechnic,
Birmingham Poly was due
ta vote on Wednesday.
Meanwhile, in Scotland,
where the struggle started,
students were . making links
with other sectors of workers.
In Dundee, they voted to
support Wednesday's
demonstration against the
cuts and unemployment called
by local trade unionists,

In Edinburgh, it was the
students who were central in
drawing support from sections

teachers,

They could quickly

of workers for the Day of
Action.

The Scottish Office branch
of the CPSA, the civil service
unton, and the Parson Peebles

factory both promised
delegatrons for the demonstra-
tion, :

A meeting of 300 rank and
file teachers in Moray House
voted on Monday night ta
ignore the instructions of their
union, the EIS, and to strike in
support of the students on
Wednesday.

[0 THE National Right to
Work Camgaign office
telephoned Colleges of Educa-
tian on Tuesday offering their
support for the occupations
The response everywhere was
favourable,

John Deason, national
secretary of the Campaign,
told Socialist Worker that
they hoped all local Right to
Work Committees and Cuts
Committees would contaet the
colleges immediately.

help deal

with the so-called
‘declining standards’ which
the right wing press is always
harping on about,

They could give improved
teaching to millions of work-
ing class children,

But they are not allowed to
because of the education
cuts—bucked by the same
right wing press,

A labour government is
condemning them to an in-
definite  period hanging
around dole offices instead of
teaching.

No wonder they are angry.
Their lives are threatened with
ruin. And for no reasonable
purpose,

They are being sacrificed on
the altar of an irrational
ecconomic  svstem, Like &
million and & guarter un-
employed workers. they are
prevented from using their
energies to earn a living and
expand the total amount of

wealth,
Wealth

Then  the guvernnenl,
which prevenis this wealth
being created, comes and rells
them that ‘there Is not enough
wealth (o go round'.

More schools and more
hospitals sre cut back, more
factories are closed down until
even less wealth is created.

But instead of sitting back
and accepting these absur-
dities, the student teachers are
fighting back,

It is a fight-back that
deserves the support of all
those other sections who face
cuts—the busmen, the railway
workers, the nurses, the
hospital workers.

Dole

It is a fightback that should
be supported by anyone who
wanis a decent education for
his or her children,

Above all, it is a fightback
that should be taken up
throughout the educational
system=—from the university,
students who won't be able to
get places in the cut-back
education colleges o the
sthoolleavers due to he
shovelled out onto the dole
queues in two months’ time.

O Support the student
teachers.

O Spread the struggle.

SPECIAL
REPORT
FROM
SOUTHLANDS,
WIMBLEDON,
THE FIRST
COLLEGE
SOUTH OF
THE BORDER
TO OCCUPY
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