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THE LABOUR PARTY Conference has
just endorsed the most right-wing, anti-
working class policies imposed bv any
government since the Thirties,

Two years ago, also at Blackpool the Party
declared its total opposition to ‘any policy of
wage restraint designed to solve the problems of
the economy by depressing the living standards
of the workers’.

Today the £6 wage restraint policy is doing
just that. Even Denis Healey no longer denies it.
The government is deliberately cutting real
wages to increase profits,

As late as last October, the Party’s election
manifesto said that it ‘totally rejects’ the policy
of mass unemployment to curb inflation, Now
mass unemployment is absolutely central to the
government’s economic strategy.

No ‘reflation’ is possible, they tell us, until
American and German capitalism come to the
rescue with a new boom.

Figleaf

The price controls are a joke. Subsidies are
being phased out. Nationalisation has been
dropped. The welfare services are suffering death
‘by a thousand cuts. What openly Tory govern-
ment could have got away with all this so easily?

Did the Conference delegates revolt? Not at
all. Even the contemptible deception of Healey’s
‘special measures to combat unemployment’—the
100,000 new jobs’—did not make them vomit,

Jack Jones and Co know very well that the
financial press has calculated that the Healey
measures will create no more than 1300 to 2700
jobs next year—while hundreds of thousands of
other jobs disappear.

They don’t care. The ‘measures’ were, for
them, a useful figleaf to conceal the Tory
nakedness of Phillip Snowden Healey and James
Ramsey MacWilson.

The Blackpool circus hlghlights
the complete political bankruptcy
of the Labour ‘lefts’,

Michael ‘red flame of socialist
courage’ Foot led the platform’s
defence of the policies of mass
unemployment and wage cutting—
and the delegates gave him a
standing ovation.

Bleat

Wedgwood Benn stays-in the
cabinet. Those ‘lefts’ who are out
of office bleat pathetically about
‘defending Labour’s Manifesto’.

Eric Heffer tellsus that meeting
the crisis needs ‘more socialism,
not less’; as if socialism were like
tomato sauce to be added to the
chips (a little more for Eric, a-
little less for Harold).

What none of them has even

oE

It is inconceivable that a gang
of men without scruples can
dissipate a whole people: that -
a gang that assassinated revolu-
tionary militants through its
repressive forces and tribunals
can withstand those who fight
. for freedom. : : ; _ .
The people and the solidarity o [ e oot
of the people must be the slogans. " | ' ——
| would have liked this statement
to be better and more detailed—
but it is impossible because |
have no paper, or anything to
write with.
Long live solidarity with the
| oppressed people.

JUAN PEREDES MANOT from

his cell, shortly before being
taken out and shot by Franco's
executioners last Saturday. He
refused the blindfold and was
singing the Basque revolutionary
hymn as he was gunned down.

Now let

MAGNIFICENT!" That was Tuesday’s
decision by Hull dockers to black goods
for and from Spain.

A new roll-on, roll-off service specially built
for goods traffic between Hull and Bilbao will
immediately be brought to a standstill.

Hardly had the news been announced. than
Stansted airport workers in Esséx were deciding
to black aircrafi to Spain. And, within hours,
they were followed by Heathrow An’port workers,
who voted to black Iberian Airways.

On the picket outside the Spanish Embassy last' Saturday: now solidarity is more important than ever

's all black Franco

This is the way British workers can help to
smash the filthy Franco dictatorship, which last
weekend executed five militants.

Bob Light and Eddie Prevost, stewards in the
Royal Group of Docks and divisional delegates
No 2 division TGWU, write:

At the Labour Party conference, Jack Jones
made what was called by the newspapers a
passionate speech for a boycoti—or in our
language blacking—of Spanish goods and holid ays.
He called on dockers not -to load or unload
Spanish cargoes or ships.

Yes, all trade unionists should black Spanish
goods and ‘holidays. Now let Jones put his money
where his mouth is. None of the nods and winks
that we always get from our union officials on
these issues.

No 48-hour nonsense. A complete and tojal
blacking of fascists be they in Spain or Chile.
Come on Jack. the ball’s in vour court.

Meanwhile, workers in Britain shouldn’t
wait for the next executive meeting. We
should start action now, like our brothers in
Hudl, to Llack all Spanish goods and tourist flights.

Picture: Angela Phillips (IFL)

Portugal: Exclusive eye-witness réports —pages 2 and 3

begun to face up to, is that there
is not a snowball in hell’s chance
of the Labour Party in office
acting in the interests of Labour
voters,

Hell’s chance

There is not a snowball in hell’s
chance of a Labour government
acting in the interests of anybody
except the capitalist class.

To those who have gone along,
till now,with the illusion that it is
possible radically to change the
Labour Party, we say:

If you are serious about the
famous ‘fundamental and irrever-
sible shift in the balance of wealth
and’ power in favour of working
people and their families’, then
join us in the fight to spread the
influence of a real socialist paper
and to build a real socialist party.




SUPPORT THE
PORTUGUESE
WORKERS, SAYS
RANK AND FILE

Statement from Roger Cox, Secretary
of the National Rank and File Organis-
ing Committee.

The Rank and File Organising Com-
mittee calls on its affiliates:

To fight within trade union bodies
for official support for the workers’
councils in Portugal.

To form local ‘Hands Off Portugal’
committees composed of ‘trade union
delegates. Committees with a base in
the trade unions are the only bodies
able to carry the solidarity campaign
into the local |labour movement.

These committees should:

Organise local action against the
economic boycott, including pickets of
the factaries and offices of those firms
operating sanctions against Portugal.

QOrganise local demonstrations and
factory meetings, and shop stewards’
control and inspection of all work for
export to Portugal.

Publish local bulletins and give in-
formation to union branch and shop
stewards committee journals to counter
British press propaganda ad distortion
of events in Portugal.

Raise money for the workers’
organisations in Portugal—the workers’
councils.

The Organising Committee will help
rank and file papers, shop stewards’
committees and union branches to get
information from fellow workers in
Portugal. The committee can help
arrange . for delegations of shop ste-
wards to visit Portugal and for workers
- here” to contact workers in the same
company or industry.

Contact the Rank and File Organis-
ing Committee, 46 Prince George Road,
London N16. phone 01-249 1207, ,

SOCIALIST
WORKER

THE  Socialist Worker Portugal
Solidarity Fund continues to grow,
but the situation in Portugal becomes
ever more demanding of the socialist
left. We need still more money, to send
to Portugal, to pay for speakers’ tours
here in Britain of the kind Carlos
Nunes of the Lisnave shipyard is doing
this week, to pay for translations.

To boost the fund further we are
offering an excellent 35 minute cassette
recording of Portuguese revolutionary
songs. The cassette includes Grandola
Vila Morena, the song banned by the

Gardens, London, E2. Proceeds to the
solidarity fund.

To help you raise money for the
fund we also have:

Posters—direct from the PRP in
Lisbon and the IS solidarity poster in
two languages.

Badges, a new design, 20p -each,
15p each for orders over 100.

Stickers from Portugal of the FUR,
CRT and PRP—20p each.

Please send cash with your order,
to Socialist Worker Portugal Solidarity
Fund, 8 Cottons Gardens, London, E2.
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fascist regime and used as the signal |
for the 25 April coup. £1.50 plus 10p |
postage from Pete Marsden, 8 Cottons |

by Chris Harman, Lisbon
Tuesday.

THE struggle in Portugal has
moved closer and closer to out-
right confrontation over the past
few days. ;

On Monday the new right-wing
government moved .in hard against
the working class. Their target, born
of fear that discipline in the armed
forces would finally collapse, was
control over radio and television
stations.

But the net result of their opera-
tion has been to speed up the arming
of the working class.

The fast-developing crisis began
with the formation two weeks ago
of a predominantly right-wing gov-
ernment, drawn from the Socialist

Party, the PPD, plus a Com-
munist Party Minister of Public
Works.

One of the first acts of the new
government was a law aimed at sup-
pressing all information on the situa-
tion in the army. The takeover of the
radio stations on Monday followed
total defiance of that law. -

The handing over of arms to the
revolutionary workers, the war
invalids’ demonstrations, the sacking
of the Spanish Embassy and consulate
in protest at the murder of the five
Spanish militants last Saturday, and
the massive rank and file soldiers’
demonstration were all fully reported
and applauded by the newspapers
and radio stations. This explains the
government’s terrible anxiety and its
decision to move.

Assault

The government laid the ground
last week when it set up the Military
Intervention Force (AMI). This was
designed to replace -Copcon; where
the rank and file soldiers are almost
completely revolutionary, The new
force was to be hand-picked for
‘reliable’ soldiers and answerable
directly to the president.

But a meeting of officers last week
refused to allow the secondment of
soldiers to this attempt to create a

-right-wing assault group.

The
stations

occupation of the radio
was supported by the

-Socialist Party, the right-wing PED, the

ultra-right .CDS, and by Otelo de
Carvalho commander of Copcon. The .
Communist Party sat on the fence,
issuing a statement which called for
‘extreme vigilance in relation to

demagogy, adventurism and attentpts-

at violence from left
elements’.

‘The Communist Party declared
that they would support the army
takeover of the radio, if it was de-
signed to help the left, but not if it
was a right-wing move: ‘We will study
the situation and make out position

known shortly’, they added.

_extreme

Drawn

In all the stations the occupying

troops were quickly drawn into dis- -

cussions with the workers. In Radio
Clube Portugues the workers refused
to take orders from the army and
camed on with the broadcast.

lio R”‘t.’.“-CE.":J on \(orda\

Portugal: Forward

TWO EYE-WITNESS REPORTS OF THE

Injured ex-soldiers demonstrate in Lisbon for ‘Just treatment for the victims

of an unjust war’. Says one banner: ‘Invalids may be a dead force for the
nation, but they are a living force for the revolution’.

for the occupation and guarding of
factories. -

In the Setubal peninsula mass
meetings were held in all factories as
aresult of the call. A joint committee
of delegates from all factories was
formed and sent to the Setabul infan-
try regiment, which has a right-wing
command. After meeting the workers’
delegation the soldiers said they
would disobey orders and would give
arms to the workers if necessary.

Mass meetings
factories in Marinha Grande, but
here the Communist Party was able
to prevent mobilisation for a general
strike. The same happened in the
CUF factories, where the Communist-
Party-controlled workers’ commitee
refused to call a mass meeting.

Mass meetings in every military
unit in the Lisbon region supported
the workers in the radio stations.
Even the commandos in the Amadora
barracks were split on the issue.

Two thousand shipyard workers,
the afternoon shift, marched from
Lisnave into the centre of Lisbon,

_joined by a quarter of the Setenave
workforce.

Socialist Worker
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were called in,

Soldiers on
the side of

the people!

BY Menday evening a crowd of
10,000 had surrounded the Ministry
of Information. The Amadora com-
mandos arrived in trucks and tried
to drive through the crowd. A -shot
rang out.

A few people ran, but soon they
stopped, turned towards the trucks
and began to harangue the soldiers..

Suddenly the whole crowd was
chanting: ‘Soldiers on the side of the
people’, ‘Reactionaries out of the
barracks’.

The commandos were tense, none
of them moved, then a young soldier
in the second truck jumped up with
his fist clenched and a look of
exhilaration on his face. ‘Soldiers on
the side of the people,” he shouted.
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Sheepmhly the rest of the troops
joined in, the workers climbed up on
the trucks linked arms with the
soldiers and chanted and chanted,

We stood for hours outside the
Ministry, Carvalho was inside. He
had been meeting the Minister of
Communications and representatives
of the radio station workers.

For hours the workers kept up the
chant ‘Otelo—come to the window to
speak’. They knew he had supported
the right-wing occupation of  the
radio stations, but many half-believed
he was stﬂ] on_their side.

He finally appeared and spoke to
the crowd. The few individuals who
heckled . him were immediately
silenced by the rest. He began with
fine statements of support for the
revolution, He said it was necessary
to look after the whole populatian,
not just the demonstrators. The
Sixth Government was not right wing.

Booing

At this point the workers began to
chant ‘Down with the sixth govern-
ment’. Carvalho pleaded that the
government hadn’t had time to show
what it could'do. The heckling turned
to booing.

Carvalho, who had begun the
meeting confidently, now looked
crestfallen. He couldn’t make himself
heard above the chanting, he couldn’t
tirn to the soldiers for help. His
failure was underlined when the
broadcasting stations reopened in
spite of his orders to the contrary,

Monday saw another defeat for the
right wing. It is difficult to see what
the sixth government can do now.
Even regiments under the control of
the right wing can no longer be
relied on.

The workers in Lisbon and the
south could take power now. The
Communist Party is holding back
and the revolutionary left doesn’t yet
have the strength to overcome this.

Although  the Revolutionary
Front took the initiative and is an

| important focus, it is no substitute

for a mass revolutmnary organisation.

But the arming of the workers will
go ahead at greater speed than ever,
More and more right-wing officers
will be thrown out of the barracks.
Some of the radio stations will be
used to mobilise as never before.-An
armed confrontation is inevitable.
And in that, here in Portugal, the
working class can succeed in taking
power.

Socialist Worker

Brigade, who never tire of remind-
ing us of their battles against
fascism in Spain 40 years ago?

Think back to 1968—when tanks
rolled smd crushed the aspirations
of the Czech workers. That was a
Tharsisy. By Sunday a demonstra-
san pubiscly sapported by union
endess amd the Labour Party
moaimiie F more thas 30,000.
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srds eomes w szmresme of the kind
i T call st Friday
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The fow hundred that did turn
up feit almost ashamed at the size
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to workers’ power

EVENTS IN LISBON

b

by Roger Kline and Margaret Renn
WE WITNESSED a truly historic demonstration here in Lisbon
last Thursday. Predictably it went virtually unreported ‘in the

British press.

One fifth of the whole Portuguese Army marched in uniform through the
city. Organised by the illegal left-wing rank and file soldiers’ group Soldiers
United Will Win (SUV), 12,000 soldiers led 85,000 workers, tenants and

agricultural labourers through the city centre.
Two slogans dominated the march—‘Reactionaries out of the barracks’

and ‘Portugal will not become the Chile of Europe’. The demonstration,

opposed by the Communist Party’s
own army organisation and by some
Maoists, shook the days-old right-
wing government.

The 100,000 at the rally, suberb-

ly organised and disciplined, heard a
fraternal speech from an Italian
soldier who brought greetings from a
similar Italian organisation of revolu-
tionary soldiers in 40 barracks.
. The turning point of the evening
came towards midnight. The final
speaker pointed out that two soldiers
had been arrested the previous day
for distributing leaflets in support of
the march. The next day, the speaker
explained, a further huge demonstra-
tion would be organised outside the
military prison where the two soldiers
were being held.

At this point a deafening chant
broke out: ‘Not tomorrow,
TONIGHT!" As the chanting died
down, the platform said that if this
was what the demonstrators wanted,
then SUV would lead such a march
immediately. All those wanting to go
to Travaria, the prison.15 miles away,
should commandeer buses, we were
told.

Seized

Immediately some 20,000 people
seized every double-decker bus in
sight. With ready assistance from bus
drivers and army drivers we set off
In convoy to Trafaria. Along the
route every bus was stopped by the
armed military police who were sup-
porting and co-ordinating the demon-
stration. They explained the instruc-
tions to be followed.

As the convoy arrived 7000 sol-
diers went to the front to guard the
loudspeaker van and to start arguing
with the troops inside. The chairman
of the rally explained it was not the
intention to storm the barracks but
to persuade the soldiers inside to
mutiny and release their two com-
rades.

A delegation met the prison com-
mander. Both he and Otelo de

Carvalho, the head of the COPCON

Socialist Worker

THROUGHOUT the evening the
Military Police regiment played
a key role, coordinating events
through walkie talkies and patrol-
ling with sub-machine guns. .

The day before the demonstra-
tion a mass meeting of the regi-
ment . had consolidated the
position of revolutionaries within
it. The regiment agreed to accept
the resignations of nine right-
wing officers. ‘After all,’ as one
soldier put it, ‘Why do we need
so many officers anyway?’

The regiment agreed unani-
mously to accept the word of
their deputy commanding officer
that more than 1000 guns which
had disappeared on their way to
the military police were no cause
for concern. The officer ex-
plained that he knew who had
redirected the arms. But those
concerned were good revolu-
tionaries and comrades and there
was nothing to worry about.

security force, refused to release the
prisoners. A deafening chant against
this was silenced by the news over
Radio Renascenca that elite comman-
do and marine units were being sent
to disperse the rally.

Thw crowd was told to sit down
and keep calm while soldiers com-
pletely sealed the area off by parking
the buses in a double bank.

The decisive moment came at
1.50am. A convoy of armoured

troop carriers sent to disperse the

rally reached the only bridge over the
River Tagus in Lisbon. Here they
were stopped by left-wing war invalids
in wheelchairs who had earlier taken
over the strategic bridge.

After discussion, the elite units
turned round and refumed to bar-
racks. Ten minutes later, just after

organise
of the demonstration.

We live in revolutionary.times.
The great workers’ explosions in
Portugal and Spain need support
and solidarity in Britain. Theevents
of the past few days prove that the
‘big battalions’ have neither the will
nor the intention to deliver that
support and solidarity.

The support and solidarity will
come from nowhere else but from
our own ranks. Those ranks must
be swelled. We won’t get masses of
workers demonstrating in solidarity
with' our brothers and sisters in

Portugal and Spain until we build a
powerful workers’ organisation.,

\ﬁbrkers who joined the SUV demonstration on nday. Their slogans call for ‘Popular Assemblies’ and

‘Reactionaries out of the Barracks'.

2am, it was announced that Carvalho
had agreed after all to release the
soldiers.

The cheering was deafening and the
chants of ‘SUV has won, SUV will
win’ and ‘Reactionaries out of the
barracks’ rose to a fantastic cres-
cendo. The final speaker pointed out
the need to take the struggle for-
ward, to build soldiers’ sailors’, te-
nants’ and workers’ councils to en-
sure there was no repeat of the bloody
coup in Chile in Portugal.

Sung

Twenty thousand soldiers and
workers then sung the International
and marched back to the buses cheer-
ed by the local population of the
small town of Trafaria.

STOP THE
GARROTTING

JUAN PAREDES MAROT
RAMON GARCIA SANZ
MANUEL CANAVERAS DE GRACIA

JOSE SAMCHEL BRAVO SOLLAS

- -Supporters of Socialist Workeron the Birmingham demonsratmn against Franco and his executioners. PICTURE:' Dave Evans (IFL)
3 > | ' 503 e .

As an example of power, confi-
dence and unity nothing like it has
been seen in Europe for decades.

Many problems still exist before
the Portuguese workers can seize
and maintain power. But Thursday’s
events were a giant step forward
terrifying Portugal’s sixth provisional
government. Last Thursday showed
the power of organised workers. It
should be an inspiration to us all.

*Roger Kline, a shop steward at
Massey Ferguson, Coventry, has just
returned from visiting Portugal as a
member of a delegation of shop
stewards organised by Socialist

Worker. A full report of what the
delegation learned, will appear in SW
later.

Socialist Worker
ACABEMOS
GARROTTEO

PORTUGAL AT THE CROSSROADS, by
Tony CIiff, is the most important publica-
tion from Socialist Worker or the Inter-
national Socialists in years. It is not just
a full analysis of the situation in Portugal.
It is a study of revolution and class
struggle which is vital

Ten thousand copies have been printed
in English. It is also being translated into
Greek, German, French, Spanish, Italian
and Portuguese. )

Up until now the distribution of this
48-page pamphlet has been dealt with as if
it were a normal issue of 1S Journal. It is
not. District committees and branches of
the International Socialists must ensure
that it gets at least double the normal
IS Journal circulation. Every Socialist
Worker reader must have a copy.

Extra copies 50p including postage
from Sue Baytell, 8 Cottons Gardens,
London, E2.

APLASTAR
LAESPANA

FRANCO

ABOVE: posters produced at the
Socialist Worker printshop on Friday
night, as soon as the news about the
Spanish death sentences came through.
These posters dominated the march and
picket of the Spanish Embassy on
Saturday. All over the country, members
of the International Socialists and
supporters of Socialist Worker demon-
strated and picketed Spanish consulates,
airlines and businesses.

In Bristol, 50 people marched, in
Manchester 100, in Liverpool 20. In
Glasgow, 40 people picketed Frasers,
the department store, where a Spanish
exhibition was being mounted. In
Birmingham, 50 people from IS and the
Communist Party marched through the
streets and held a public meeting.

In Blackburn, Socialist Worker
sellers were joined by a large number
of supporters who don’t normally sell
the paper. The local evening paper led
with a story of the demonstration.
2000 |eaflets were given out and the
paper sale raised from 30 to 70.- - -
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Another of

JOHN COUSINS, No 4 in the Transport and
General Workers’ Union hierarchy, pictured
here with left-wing Labour MP Russell Kerr
during a 1971 sell-out of London airport
workers, has got a nice job for himself—outside

the trade union movement.

Cousins, whose father Frank was genera] secretary
of the union from 1956 to 1969, hasbeen appointed
director of industrial relations at the National Econo-

mic Development Office.

NEDO brings together the emplovers, the govern-
ment and the union leaders to promote policies for

sacking workers.

Asked by the Morning Star about
his new job, John Cousins replied:
‘My aim will be to impress on manage-
ment and workers that Britain's
economic performance needs a lot to-
be desired, to put it mildly.

Mr Cousms salary, however, will
leave little to be desired.. The NEDO
office refused to disclose how much
he will be getting.

‘I know it’s taxpayers’ money, but
Mr Cousins’ salary is a matter between
us and him.’

The only certainty is that the rise
Cousins will get over and above his
already high salary from the union
will be rather in excess of £6 a week.

Sorry

Socialist Worker supporters at
London Airport, where Cousins was
full-time official for most of his union
career, were neither surprised nor
sorry to heéar the news,

One steward said: ‘He put on-a left
face, but he was just like all the
others. You never saw him until he
crawled out of the woodwork during
negotiations.

‘In 1973, he did his best to get us
to accept the Tory pay pause, and
when we refuséd he forced it down
our throats anyway.’

There are now two. front-runners
for ‘the succession’ to Jack Jones—
Moss Evans and Alec Kitson.

A TEACHER in Hampshire writes
to ask:

Literature is being distributed
asking teachers to join an orgahisation
called NASUWT, What is this
organisation and what should be our
attitude to it? Is it just the old
National Association of School-
masters in disguise?’

NASUWT is the result of the
merger between the National Associa-
tion of Schoolmasters (60,000 mem-
bers—all male) and the Union of
Women Teachers (about 14,000
members—all femalg). .

The merger means, of course, that
the NAS is no longer an exclusively
male body. The NAS, in fact, came
into existence for men teachers who
couldn’t stand being in the same
union as women.

The male chauvinists in the NAS
managed to keep the union’s all-male
status over the last ten years through
the existence of a ‘sister organisation’
called the Union of Women Teachers.

UWT  delegates went with NAS
delegates to the TUC. ‘We used to
take some along with rather nicely-
shaped legs so that the General
Council could ogle them, NAS
general secretary Terry Casey ex-
plained to Socialist Worker.

Law

The union’s hands were forced by
the government’s Sexual Discrimina-
tion Bill, which will become law by
the end of the year.

The Bill bans single-sex trade
Inions. So an NAS :,pe..lal «.onferen

- . One
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John Ceusins (left): ‘You never saw him until he crawled out of the woodwork during negotiations’.

THE UNION NO TEACHER
SHOULD SUPPORT

WHY NOT WRITE IN with your queries on your trade
union and its policies? We'll do our best to answer all
inquiries. Write to The Unions Page, Socialist Worker,
Corbridge Works, Corbridge Crescent, London E2.

and a single scale of high salaries for
all teachers,

The only women who can put in
‘uninterrupted service’ in schools
are those without children, so the
NAS is biased against young women
who have children or who intend to
have children.

Finally, the NAS is for more
corporal punishment, and for total
teacher authority.

For all its many faults, the best
union for teachers, which represents
the overwhelming majority especially
of young teachers, is the NUT,
(264,349 teachmg members—
197,453 of them women).

Individual teachers who are not in

unions should join the NUT. In

schools where the NAS is well-or-
ganised, NAS members should argue
within ‘the NAS for leaving en bloc
and joining the NUT.
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Terry Casey: ‘We used to take
women along so the General
Council could ogle them’

SEPTEMBER ISSUE
Women's Voice is the only
women's paper that campaigns
against the government cuts, that
will defend the workers’ revolu-
tion in Portugal, that has inter-
v-nwed QUse Dav._, wife of George
o' 20 years for a

it tD your n-ﬂ"(mates

om your sstate. Take
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RACISM:
WERE
AGAINST IT-
AREN'T WE?

KEENEST supporter on the TUC
General Council’s organisation com-
mittee for Egqual Rights is Terry
Parry, general secretary of the Fire
Brigades Union.

The Equal Rights Committee will
deal with discrimination against
blacks and women over jobs—and
presumably in the trade unions.

Perhaps the committee will go out
of its way to stamp out racialist
sneers in trade union journals—like a
cartoon in the June/July 1975 issue
of the Firefighter, organ of Parry’s
own.union.

This shows a black building worker
sneering at a nice white fireman who
is protesting about a fire hazard. ‘So
what do you want me to do?” the
black worker issaying. ‘A rain dance?’

Alaw the TUC

‘opposes’ o

THE TUC is totally committed to
oppose the Incitement to Disaffection
Act.

There was a unanimous declaration
against it at the TUC in 1934—the
year the Act was passed.

The General Council of the day
said it was a ‘grave threat to those
liberties of the subject which have
been won over generations of
struggle.’

Iturged ‘all affiliated organisations
to attack the Bill at every possible
opportunity’.

Since then, of course, the General
Council has done nothing about it.

But trade unionists who clamour
for resolutions and action against
the mass proseciitions under the Act
which are sponsored by the current
government should know that they
will be carrying out official TUC
policy.

Fighting ;
unemployment

THE COVENTRY No 6 branch of
TASS, the white-collar section of the
Engineering Union, passed a resolu-
tion at its last meeting calling on its
divisional council to take the first
steps in a campaign against unemploy-
ment.

The council later discussed the
resolution and will now seek to
commit the district committée of the
Confederation of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions to call a meeting
of shop stewards and staff represen-
tatives ‘to intensify this campaign
for the right to work’.

THE MANCHESTER Polytechnic
branch of ATTI the ' lecturers’
union, has passed a resolution sup-
porting  the demonstration by
NALGO members in London last_
week against the Greater London
cuts.

AV

Let’s hear about your resolutions
in union branches and shop stewards’
committees. Write to: The Unions,
Socialist Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London E2,

Print: Let’s
organise!

CALLING all Socialist Worker supporters
in the print.

Are you worried about the wave of
redundancies sweeping the industry—
notably at The Observer?

Are you sick to death of union leader-
ships which support wage freezes and
bargain with our jobs?

Do you want to control your own
union and fight back against redundancies
and wage freeze?

Well, come to a meeting to plan @
campaign of action in the print-on 11-12;
October. .For. details, place and hme,.
phone 01-739 9772.



electricians’

hreatened with the sack.

If the spirit which Olive and other
stewards at Speke and at the huge Plessey
in Edge Lane, Liverpool, is
the avalanche of
sackings throughout the country could be

headquarters

translated into action,

brought to an abrupt halt.

The projected 2000 sackings announced
last week came like a bolt from the biue.

‘Michael O’Callaghan, repair section shop
steward at Speke, said: ‘Only on Thursday,
management denied all rumours of
redundancy. The next day they, called us in
and said that 50 out of 300 would have to ~ §
go: And the rest will -be on short time.’

local

Sack

At Edge Lane, where more than 7000
workers are employed, 750 staff and 200
hourly-paid workers are due for the sack.

Graham Johnson, ASTMS technical group

representative, said: ‘Only months

management were promising us new recrea-

PAUL

T KNOW who they think we
st | can tell them this. We're not
sit on our backsides and let

. union
summed up the fury of thousands
evside workers in the giant tele-
-ations muiltinational, Plessey, who

shop

ago the

tion grounds, a special railway station, a
link-up with the motorway and a vast new

L£7 million expamsion programme,

Now,

suddenly, we're told we have to cut back.’ i -

Neville Bullock, senior convenor
for APEX, agrees: ‘We've always
been led to believe we were in a
growth industry.

‘Two-fifths of the workers round
here haven't got telephones at all.
And now charges are going up so
fast that people are having their
telephones taken out.

‘There’s plenty of demand for
telephones. But we’re not being
allowed to fill it.’

If the redundancies are accepter,
the jobs situation in the area, alreac.y
desperate, will become catastrophic,

In past months there have bern
a series of closures on Speke indus-
trial estate: Chalmers’ box factory,
Dennis’ switchgear factory , Plessey’s
own factory at Edwards Lane.

At Dunlops, Guy Rodgers and
Metal Box the workers are on short
time

Dole

“If this carries on,’ says Maureen
Bold, another EETPU steward at
Speke, ‘there will be no manu-
facturing industry left in the whole
estate.”

At Kirkby, where 80 sackings
have been announced at Plesseys
factory, one in three of this year’s
school-leavers are on the dole.

If the 950 sackings are accepted
at Edge Lane, they will swell an
unemployment -rate in central
Liverpool of nearly ten per cent.

The key to the fight-back is at
Edge Lane, where management have
played skilfully on divisions bet-
ween staff and production workers
by concentrating the first sackings
among the staff. :

I spoke to a cross-section of shop
stewards: Neville Bullock, from
APEX, Graham Johnson from
ASTMS, Tom Mason, the ASTMS
supervision senior  negotiator,
Donald Dixon, APEX branch chair-
man, John Owens, APEX branch
secretary, Tom Jones and Jlan
Wilkie, representatives from AUEW/
TASS.

EL

United

The men are united on their
tactics, They have refused point
blank to accept the redundancies.
‘We will not even discuss them with
the company until we've recon-
vened, says Tom Mason.

This week, they are concentrat-
ing on changing the government’s
mind about the Post Office cuts.

“This is the reason which
Plesseys have given for the sackings,’
says Neville Bullock. ‘So we want to
do everything we can to make the
government retract.’

Already, stewards have travelled
to London where they got a polite
‘wait and see’ from a junior Industry
Minister, Gregor Mackenzie. A mass
demonstration at the Labour Party
Conference is round two.

But all the stewards agree that
< ifs the government insist on. their
« eutsy ¢he fight fer’jobs ‘at. Blesseys

OOT reports from Merseyside

Plessey:
The jobs
massacre

=
.

%

-

November.

Relations Act’.

26 NOVEMBER:
THE DAY
WE FIGHT BACK ‘

ROGER COX, secretary of the Rank and File
Organising Committee, this week urged trade
unionists all over the countrv to join the TUC’s
North West Regional Councildemonstration and
lobby of parliament on unemployment on 26

He said: ‘Are workers going to sit back and
accept this unemployment—or are they going to
| do something about it? We must start now
getting our delegations to this demonstration
We've got to make it the biggest working class
demonstration since we toppled the Industrial

must stop here!

BB “WHIFE » 22~ iEE TP
steward, Plesseys, Speke:

inspection

countries will ban our exports, and people will
still be out of work. No, I think we've got to get

There’s been factories closed before in this

area and nothing’s been done, because the
workers have been left on their own. The onlv
way we’ll save our iobs is if we can get the others
who have got jobs to fight for us, before the
same thing hits them.

Now we've arranged a meeting with the
Speke Area Trade Union Committee. They've
got lots of factories affiliated to them.

When Thompson Capper said they were
sacking people recently, the committee organised
workers in other factories, and saved the jobs,
That's the way we should move.

I think. too many stewards and trade union
representatives think they can just order their
people around. ‘Come out on strike now’ they
say, ‘Go back to work now’—but they never
explain to people, educate people about what's
going on.

People talk about import controls. T don't go
much for that. If Britain bans imports, other

our employers to keep us on here. And if they
won't the government should do it.

Instead of cutting ourselves off from other
Plessey workers overseas by calling for import
controls, we should “get tegether with them.
Management are always getting together in
different countries.

They come and tell us what's going on in
Plessevs in Portugal. But we should send our own
people over there to find out.

False pretences

Labour? They were elected on false pretences.
Wilson promised to get us back to work. Now
things are worse. They say it's because of some
other reason. But it doesn’t matter what they

say. There'sstill amillion and a quarter on thedole:

My trade union leader? He's Frank Chapple.
He’s sent us all a note saying he hopes we'll see
our MPs and complain. But why doesn’t he ,
getoff his arse and do something about it?

will go on.

For the signs are that the govern-
ment cufs are just an excuse for
Plesseys to go ahead with further
dirty work on Merseyside.

The old Strowger equipment
made at Edge Lane is rapidly be-
coming out of date, but Plesseys
have consistently refused to invest
in new machinery in the factory.

‘We noticed that old machines
were being taken out of some
shops,) says Tom Mason, ‘but no
new machines were going in. We
asked questions about it;"but they
weren't answered.’

For two _years, jobs have not

':been replacedrat Edge Lane, ‘and-the.

workforce has shrunk. At Speke,
the stewards have been surprised
over the last few weeks by the
sharp speed-up on the conveyor
iines.

These familiar signs point in one
direction. Plesseys, one of the most
ruthless employers in the business,
plan, step by step, to shut down the
bulk of their operations on
Merseyside.

Fight

Every time a batch of sackings is
accepted by the unions. the com-
pany grows stronger. On the other

hand, if the workers are prepared to
fight, they have strong ground to
fight on.

Plessevs will need production on
Merseyside for some time yet. So
the workers can hit Plesseys where
it hurts most—in the pocket.

Trade union organisation across
the Merseyside factories is strong.
The staff branches are made up of
workers in all the Merseyside
factories.

There are also strong links in all
the unions with other Plessey
factories (also threatened by
sackings) at Beeston, Nottingham:
Wigan and Chorley: South Shields
and Sunderland.

T o

Bob White' ‘Labour promised ta get us back to
work—now things are worse’

Plesseys must be made to realise
that the sackings will be resisted
with the full might of the workers’
strike power—in Merseyside and
elsewhere.

Action

Jobs can be saved, but only by
industrial action across the combine.

While union officials and Labour
MPs dodge and dither, rank and
file representatives and shop
stewards from all the unions must
get together now for an organised
rank and file battle to save jobs
at Plessey. '

(140das) HOOMUINIC UHOPF ‘aimniaiqg
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Freedom - but who for?

‘AT THE TWO ends of Europe—in Pussia and
in Portugal-freedom chalks up a small
advance. And any gain for freedom is worth
celebrating these days,’ proclaimed the Daily
Mirror recently.

Leaving aside Russia for the time being,
what, according to the Mirror, is the gain for
freedom in Por tugal?

Won

‘Patiently and courageously, the democratic
politicians of Portugal have won through to a
new government that n;oughly represents what
most of the people want.

‘The generals and.the Communists won't
be very happy about ‘that. The new govern-
ment will need all the help the Western
democracies can give if it is to survive.’

As a matter of fact, this new government is
headed by an admiral (who elects admirals?)
and is dominated by the more right-wing
generals who are very happy with it. But let
us not quibble.

In a sense the Mirror is right. The Azevedo

government, if it succeeds, will indeed increase
certain kinds of freedom in Portugal, for
example, the freedom for rich men to control
newspapers like the Mirror.

Slant

Now this freedom has been challenged in
Portugal. The workers of the newspaper
Republica took it out of the hands of the
boss, and have since been running it as an
independent left-wing paper—a considerable
blow to the freedom of the wealthy to select
and slant the news so as to mould opinion in
their own interests.

Seven very rich men dominate the Fleet
Street press in Britain. Their freedom to
continue to do so is dear to them, That is one
of the reasons why the British press, which
showed no concern at all about ‘democracy’

in Portugal during the long years of the
brutal fascist dictatorship, now gives events in
that country unprecedented coverage—suitably
slanted of course.

The press barons feel the need to try to
inoculate  British workers against the
Portuguese ‘virus’ in case it proves infectious!

The general point is that there is no such
thing as freedom in the abstract. It is always a
case of the freedom of someone or other to do
something which affects somebody else. And
in a class society, one man’s freedom can be—
and often is—another man’s unfreedom.

The laws upholding such freedoms are
always and inevitably loaded in the interests
of the ruling class. Anatole France put it very
well when he wrote: ‘The rich, as well as the
poor, are forbidden to sleep under the
bridges of the Seine.’

o i)
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Labour's con-trick . . .

ONE FINE DAY, the bureaucrats at the Home
Office decided to declare invalid those marriages
of Pakistanis, Indians and certain other immi-
grants that took place in their home countries.
Were the communities informed? NO.

Many immigrants do not know their rights,
specially on how to claim benefits. Are special

in Hindi . .. Urdu.. . . Bengali. . . Punjabi. .- and Gujerati

efforts made to make them aware of these? NO.

But when the Labour government wants to
clamp down on wages with a £6 limit and
threaten us all with unemployment if we dare
break through it, the Asian communities sud-
denly become especially favoured.

The pamphlet Attack on Inflation was
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published in no less than five languages . . .
Urdu, Gujerati, Punjabi, Hindi and B engali.

This month’s Chingari, the Urdu and Punjabi
sister paper of Socialist Worker, publishes a
front-page reply: Labour’s Attack on Inflation =
An Attack on the Working Class.

SOONU ENGINEER

Bulgar
that for
a lark

APPARENTLY the Bulgarian Com-
mittee for Tourism is to investigate
complaints from Yorkshire miners’
leader Arthur Scargill about his
holiday there. |

He is to be asked to return as a
guest, all expenses paid. My advice
is: Keep away and don’t be a sucker.
for punishment.

My wife and I were in tears after
our balls-up in Sunny Beach. Two
hours waiting for clearance each
time at Bourgas Airport. Booked in
for a week instead of two.

Our travel guide vanished from
our hotel after two hours. You

There, there, Harold—it’s all right—read the notice!

A foul day’s pay
for a foul
day’s work

AMONG the rapidly-growing band
of ‘democrats’ concerned to protect
Britain from the Red Menace are
some big names: Lord Chalfont,
General Sir Walter Walker, Bernard
Levin, Colonel David Stirling, Syd
Davies . . . s

Syd Dauies? Yes, Syd Davies.
Never heard of him? Well he’s the
front man for Truemid (the Move-
ment for True Industrial Democracy)

Furthermore, he ‘is no nut’. We
know that’s true because it says
so in the Shropshire Star, which
recently gave him a lot of space to
spout off.

Colin Brown

couldn’t have a shower because the
water ran into the bedroom (no
plughole).

At meal-times, you had to wait
two to three hours after ordering,
not that it made much difference
because you always got veal anyway.

Nudist

You couldn’t go anywhere
further than Bourgas by bus. You
could not get a meal as individuals.

There was a shortage of change
everywhere. | went in a bank and
they asked me for it!

On leaving, the captain said ‘we
are - now leaving Bourgas’—and'
everybody on the plane cheered.

PS: A group of Rhondda people
—five men with silicosis—booked
with Balkan Travel and ended up at
a Rumanian nudist camp.

BILLY HYDE

ANYONE with doubts about
the famous ‘impartiality’ of the
BBC might care to reflect on
this guote:

‘They [the government]
want to be able to say that they
did not commandeer us, but
they know that they can-trust
us not to be really impartial.”

Those words were written
during the General Strike by
John Reith, founder of the
BBC. Only now, 50 years later,
does the truth begin to come
out—and then in_a book of
extracts from his diaries, price
amere £7.50.

ing next week.’

per cent in one day.

—Michael Foot,
Castle, 1970

SEQUEL to the recent Fifth
Column story on the Portuguese
currency fiddle: our City corres-
pondent recently inquired about
buying some escudos and was
told by a dealer: ‘If I were you
old boy, I'd lay off. The escudo
is going to take a terrific batter-

Sure enough, last Monday
week, massive wheeler-dealing of
Portuguese currency resulted in
the escudo being devalued 18

Among the best quotes was this
one: ‘A fair day’s work for a fair
day’s pay. That might seem  an
outdated ideal, but I think it is still
what the vast majority of working
people want.”

Poor Syd hasn’t noticed that
there are a million and a quarter
people wasting a lot of ‘fair days’
queuing for dole money—and
millions more who can’t get a decent
day’s pay because of a small matter
called the £6 wage limit.

But that’s the sort of ‘fairness’
Syd’s friends in high places just love,

YOU WERE SAYING, Mr FOOT?

To try to insert a prices and incomes policy of this rigidity into an
economy which is still so overwhelmingly capitalist and private
enterprise means that the government appears to be and, indeed, to a
great extent is backing the employers against the workers.

uoted in Wilfred De’Ath’s book on Barbara

vPOTNTS: =+ 2 a's v s s

We in Britain have less excuse
than anyone else for not under-
standing this clearly:

We live in the oldest capitalist
country in the world. Our fore-
fathers fought a long hard struggle
to limit capitalist freedom and impose
working class freedom—a struggle
that still continues, of course.

A century ago, most employers
asserted their freedom to hire whom
they pleased—and so not to hire
anyone who was insolent enough to
belong to a trade union.

They asserted their freedom to pay
whatever wages seemed good to
them—and if a worker didn’t like it,
he too was free, perfectly free, to
take it or leave it.

Mines

In the first half of the last cen-
tury the bosses claimed the freedom
to' employ women and children
underground in coal mines for un-
limited hours.

And when this freedom - was
challenged, they protested that they
were defending the freedom of
women and children to choose to do
such work if they wanted to!

The supporters of the Ten Hours
Bill—a Bill to limit the hours of -
work of women to ten hours a day—
were denounced as an unrepresenta-
tive bunch of tyrannical trade union
extremists who were out to curb the
freedom of ordinary, decent,
moderate men and women to do as
they pleased.

Just the sort of thing, in fact, that
you can hear from Keith Joseph or
Reg Prentice today. :

Marx called the passage of the Bill
a ‘victory of working class political
economy over capitalist political
economy’.

He might equally well have called
it a victory of working class freedom
over capitalist freedom.

Halt

Whose freedom is the Azevedo
government out to further in
Portugal? The Guardian, which of
course supports him, says:

‘When he emphasises “public
order”, “respect for authority’ and
“discipline and cohesion in the
armed forces™ he is attemptinz to
call a halt to- the revolutionary
process.’ (26.9.75)

Put into plain words, he is out to
assert the freedom of managers to
manage—and no nonsense about
workers’ committees—the freedom of
capitalists to produce mass unemploy-
ment, the freedom of rich men and
the CIA to regain control of the mass
media, the freedom of landlords to
exploit peasants and the freedom of
generals to send unwilling conscripts
to fight in Angola for a cause they
don’t believe in on behalf of people
they detest.

That is why the Daily Mirror
called the Azevedo government ‘The
Freedom Fighters’.

Hoe

Which questions about socialism
baffle you? What points do you
find difficult to argue with your
workmates? Do some of
Socialist Vorker's politics
puzzle you?

Why not write to Questions
About Socialism, Socialist
V'orker, Corbridge Morks,
Corbridge Crescent, London
E2—and we’ll take up your

‘ v bk xaxtedq
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_‘WE'RE small, we’re efficient.
Already we have many em-
ployee directors. Already 90 per
cent of our workers are share-
holders . . . Why put our suc-
cess at risk? Don’t nationalise
us.

That advertisement and many like
it cost the chairman of Bristol
Channel Ship Repairers, Chris Bailey,
and his company around £400,000.
Another theme of the advertisements
was that ‘people matter.’

This is no consolation to the
members of the action committee
formed by some of the 30 workers
sacked from the company’s Dry Dock
in Cardiff in June.

By a strange coincidence the 30.

happen to be the same 30 who re-
fused to go on a demonstration in
London' against nationalisation. The
trip was organised by the company.
Wages were paid for the day. But
the 30 were in favour of nationalisa-
tion and refused to go. They were
sacked ‘because of lack of work’.

The Monday after they were
sacked they went to the yards. A
meeting of all those still employed
agreed to ban overtime if Graham
Phillips the district secretary of their
union, the Transport and General
Workers, signed a document support-
ing them.

He refused. Even though it is
union policy in the TGWU to ban
overtime in any workplace where
there are redundancies.

Sacked

Graham Phillips’ refusal to act
for his members at Bristol Channel
is typical of the local union’s attitude
there. Ray Gibbs, who had worked
there four years before being sacked,
can’t remember a single TGWU branch
‘meeting. Doug Turton can’t remem-
ber one, and he was there five years.
In fact none ofithe workers that
Socialist Worker spoke to can remem-
ber a meeting of the branch.

According to~ the TGWU all
branches must meet once a month.
The branch number is 123, for dry
dock workers. The only meetings
anyone could recall were held at

'wllis” share certificate in full colour, go

private enterprise
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ettering and a glass frame— morve like a pu

icity stunt

INCLUDING THE FOREMAN'S PEBBLEDASH
AND THE TRADE UNION OFFICIAL'S ROOF

Trini Cullis—sent to work on the TGWU official’s roof

one day. ’

work to elect a shop steward and a
secretary..

Trini Cullis told Socialist Worker
that after the bad gales in the spring
a foreman called him over in the yard
one morning.

*He told me to go to Phillips’
house to do a job. When we arrived
Phillips wasn’t there, but his wife
-‘was. She told us he was down on the
docks on a union job. She told us-to
get up on the roof and check the
guttering and slates as water was
getting in. The man I was with had
already been up the week before.
The ladder was from the shipyard.
It had already been dropped off the
day hefore.

‘We put some slates on and re-
paired the guttering’, Trini continued.
‘We were booked down for a full
day’s work at the shipyard.’

Phillips was a frequent guest at
the parties held by BCSR’s chairman,

George Lewis—"It isn't the whole union that’s bent.

Make that point. It's important.’

Chris Bailey, at the height of his anti-
nationalisation campaign. Another
prominent supporter was Tom
Torney, Labour MP for Bradford
South and a member of the Tribune
group. :

Torney may have been impressed
by the company’s distribution of
shares to' the workers. Nearly every-
one got some, based on length of
service. Trini Cullinane has a thou-
sand to look at as he sits outside the
gates.

- Elephant

The shares are issued on a certifi-
cate which has a surrounding colour
illustration of the various Bailey con-
cerns. It-shows hotels in Malta, an
elephant « in a safari  camp in
Tanzania, various docks and other
concerns. The certificate comes com-

plete in a picture frame.

George Lewis told Socialist
Worker about the share certificates:
‘They’re pretty things to-look at.
When [ went to Phillips’ office, I used
to look at' his sitting on.top of a
filing cabinet. The last time I went
it had disappeared.’

Ray Gibbs remembers being with
Phillips discussing the shares, which
two. men had refused to take.
‘Phillips said to me: “T've had these
shares given to me. What do vou
think they're worth”. Then he
paused. He must have realised. He
said: “‘I've sent mine back as well.””’

Torney may have been impressed
by the claims about the efficiency
of this small thrusting concern.
George Lewis says that one morning
he was called over by the foreman
and sent out to a house being pebble-
dashed. All the scaffolding was from

-the yard.

Like Trini Cullis, George Lewis
says he was booked for a job in the
yards. He was worried about his
insurance and other rights if he

_should be hurt in an accident outside

the yard.

‘The foreman—Ronnie Pezzack—
runs a pebbledashing operation from
inside the yard. One day there’s two
ships come in and there wasn’t any
scaffolding in the yards. It was all
out on the pebbledashing. Therz's
scaffolding going in and out’, said
George Lewis.

Although the dry dock is not a

closed shop,Pezzack is a member of

the TGWU. Unemployed building
workers in Cardiff, particularly those
in the TGWU, will want to investi-
gate what Ronnie Pezzack is doing a
little further.

Cox

The members of the action com-
mittee tried to publicise their story
without success. George Lewis even
wrote to TGWU general secretary,
Jack Jones but never received a
reply.

Finally they got in contact with
Roger Cox, secretary of the National
Rank and File Organising Committee.

He told Socialist Worker: ‘We
are taking this up both directly with

the TGWU executive, which is a lay
body, and through affiliated TGWU
branches and districts.

‘Sometimes these stories just cir-
culate and fester. Then they really
damage the movement. We have to
bring them out and get. the whole
thing sorted out—the house, the
shares, the branch meetings.

George Lewis had one last point.
He had been approached by members
of the local Conservative Club. ‘They
were trying to muscle in—one of them
said to me: “*We'll crucify this man™.
They wanted to use it against the
union.- But it isn’t the 'whole union
that’s bent. Make that point. It’s
important.’

_

Story: Peter Clark. Picture: John Sturrock (Report)
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SPAIN: The day of reckon

By Rosa Lopez
EVEN AS THE FRANCO regime in Spain
was getting ready to murder five of our
brothers and sisters last weekend, they were
lining up others to follow in their footsteps.

In the ten days just before the executions,
27 more militants were put on charges which
almost automatically result in the death
sentence. In all probability, some of these
new death sentences will be carried through.

And the truly ferocious repression will be
carried on in dozens of other ways.

We are witnessing the biggest wave of
repression since the end of the civil war in
1939. Then Franco celebrated his victory by
butchering 200,000 workers and dissidents.

The defeat of 1939 meant the total
destruction of the Spanish working class as an
organised movement. Throughout the post-
war years, the political parties were broken

Their members and the best of- the
workers’ cadres were persecuted, tortured
and executed im a crusade of destruction.
That crusade cleared the way for Spanish

capitalism.
Decade

In the 1950s, Spanish capitalism did
indeed open up. The decade through till 1960
was one of forced investment. Contract after
contract went to the Amerizan military
bosses. Whole new industries started.

One consequence of this was the develop-
ment of a new, and much bigger, working
class.

In 1961, Spanish capitalism went into
one of its most severe crises. The capitalists
took full advantage. There was a major drop
in real earnings and mass lay-offs.

Caetano...
Spil‘lOla- oo

Francos
next

STEP UP THE FIGHT AGAINST ; _In this.
REPRESSION IN SPAIN

SOLINARITY WTH THE SPANISH

NORXING CLASS

ROMEﬁad thousands of worer march in protest aganst the execu

There was a massive increase in the
number of Spaniards forced to leave the
country to find work.

Apgainst this background, the Spanish
working class began to organise and fight
back. The Workers Commissions, the first
independent movement of the Spanish
working class since 1939, were born. The
commissions meant rank and file factory
organisation in defiance of the state’s phoney
unions.

By 1970, Spanish big busmess began to
get really worried. They were confronted by
a working class that besides being organised
and combative was not willing to be bound
by the state and its legal restrictions in the
struggle to achieve their demands.

It was in this context that the regime
decided on the infamous Burgos ‘trial’.
Several Basque militants were sentenced to

death in an attempt to break the militancy -

emerging throughout Spain and especzal!y in
the Basque lands:

THE

Labour government to with-
draw the British Ambassador
from Madrid for consulta-
last Saturday’s
stands in
contrast to what
" Labour did before the execu-

tions after
state murders
marked

tions.

tions
grounds.

But the mobilisation of the working class,
and the great movement of international
solidarity, obliged the regime to retreat. The
sentences were commuted.

This victory had important consequences.

The workers’ movement was further radica- -

lised ‘and the ultra right began to lose almost
all social support.

Since 1971, the struggles launched by the
workers’ movement have greatly limited the
regime’s political options:

Elbow

Liberal currents in the ruling class have
tried to use the action of the working class
to give Spanish capitalism more elbow room.

After the execution of the Prime Minister,
Carrero Blanco, the Spanish bourgeoisie
began to prepare the grounds for a political
change. This was forced upon it, on the one
hand, by the growing strength of the workers’
movement and on the other by the growing

the balance of forces in Southern

crisis in capitalism itself.

These people organised knowing that the
working class was still their mortal enemy.
They knew that their strictly limited changes
could only be carried through if the most
militant sections of the working class were
smashed.

This is the reason for the long state of
emergency in the Basque lands this year.
This is why more than 3500 workers have
been’ arrested and tortured. This is why the
new anti-terrorist law has been rushed
through, a law which the Spanish government
proudly boasts is only different in degree
from thelaw that Roy Jenkins has infroduced
here in Britain. This is why the press is being
strangled.

This intensification of repression was
forced upon the ruling class not least because
of the eventsinPortugal. The ultra right-wing
in Spain believe that any liberalisation of
the regime will open up another Portugal.

While they have lost all social support

ONDON—and the poce stmgle to h!d back demnstrtors outside the Sat‘ Embassy
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After canvassi

James Callaghan, the Foreign
Minister, sent one diplomatic note
which argued against the execu-
on purely humanitarian

Fascist

And on Friday, Callaghan, who
met with various foreign ministers
in Washington to discuss the in-
tegration of fascist Spain into
NATO, had a word directly with
the Spanish Foreign Minister.
apparently, he was

Dr Henry Kissinger,

Europe.

They are also desperately con-
cerned that British business in-
terests in, and exports to, Spain
should continue to be looked on
with favour.

Their considerable control over
Callaghan explains the restrictions
of Labour’s activity over the kil-
lings and the Franco regime to
diplomatic notes.

Indeed it is possible that not
even this would have been done
but for a fair amount of pressure
from the Labour Party bureau-
cracy.

Party secretary, Ron Hayward,
had to send Callaghan a telegram
pleading for action. He also took
the precaution of letting it be
known that he had sent it. This
is a sure sign that. Callaghan’s
arm had to be twisted before he
would take any action at all.

There has been no such hesita-
tion when it comes to attacking
the left in Portugal

O"oonton to the F'an 0 re-
gime has been L.:““ ir Party policy

But with
enemies
like the
Labour
government,

who needs
allies?

meeting in between long bouts of
intense inactivity.

Then there is the Labour Party
Young ' Socialists Spanish Cam-
paign. One of the campaign’s

sponsors is Lord Briginshaw, for-
mer generai secretary of the print

of Spanish trade

the scheme was, he
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BLACKPOOL, TOWN OF

1975
1975

CONFERENCES, LOW WAGES
-AND LAW AND ORDER...

Pistol- packin’

Alvin, the
peoples friend

g nears

Burgos trial, they still control the
machinery of the state. That is
co did not commute the death

in right in fact favour.even more
'in a desperate bid to hold on to

jon.

‘other hand, the ‘liberal’ sections

finess are more conscious of the -

e workers' movement. And they
they have to smash the militant

they are to get through the
want without an explosion of

8§ opposition:

ve opposed the executions. But
not taken any kind of practical
op them. They are in an impasse,
t know which way to turn.

t days and weeks will see repres-
stepped up, probably in more

led” ways.

Killed

orkers are disanpearing off the
put being arrested. They can be— -
ed off without even the farcical
o the five militants executed 1ost

pation the international solidarity
of the greatest importance. The
rking class will go on fighting

the opinion

and former .

pt architect,
regular visitor

Picture: Michael Tomlinson (IFL}

regime and against capitalism
will fight until their final

see great struggles in the weeks
pur duty to assist them and help
s final victory. -

other similar organisations in a

tical solidarity work in Britain are
‘almost boundless. The Spanish
government gets considerable ar-

Solidarity Campaign

® WRITE for their latest bulletin
(out this week) on the situation

Contact the Spanish Solidarity
Committee through Box Number 212,
197 Kings Cross Road, LondonWC1.,
Affiliations cost £2 for an individual,

gunning
for
Lefties

BLACKPOOL is a strong
Tory town embodying all
that is crazy in our system.

There is not alot of industry,
and everything swings for the
money - grabbers, The many
workers in the catering trade are
paid terrible wages. :

Throughout the FyldeDistrict,
wages -are generally low and
unemployment high.

But we do have a righteous,
hard-working, honest, public-
spirited Councillor, a Tory called
Alvin S Hanson who never misses
a chance to tell the local people
of the danger in our midst.

Spate

He will go on to say that the

left-wing subversives are gaining

- ground and are everywhere.
These extremists: are (according
to honest Alvin Hanson) res-
ponsible for some of the spate of
recent bombings.

He points out that the building
workers’ and the miners’ strikes
were the result of extremists
like IS, which shows to what
lengths we will go to bring down
the system.

Apart from such rubbish,
there are a few things you might
like to know about honest Alvin
Hanson, the people’s friend.

In the local Tory rag, he was
the subject of another report,
not championing the local people
this time, but appearing in court
for some pretty serious reasons,

He had made false statements

shotgun certificate, It seems that

Honest Hanson had answered

NO to the question of previous

When asked about this, he
replied, ‘No, I'm a councillor.’
It was pointed out to him that

who was just

to the police so as to procure a - -

The councillor had also been
in possession of a gun since his
convictions, without a licence, of
course. His solicitor had some
interesting things to say.

The robbery with violence
conviction was because his client
had been drinking too much, and
he was with three other young
men, sons of prominent business-
men, and this offence had played
‘on his mind evér since (of course).

Since all these crimes, Coun-
cillor Hanson had devoted a good
deal of his time to public service
and had been a model citizen.
He had held office in organisa-
tions connected with the building
industry.

Winding up, counsel said: ‘It
is beyond the realms of possi-
bility that a person such as this
should appear before this court.’

Fine

After a few minutes’ adjourn-
ment, the bench returned and
announced a fine of £200 and
Honest Hanson was given 28
days to pay.

Wedon't have to tell Socialist
Worker readers that the law for
the rich and influential, and the
other one for the working class,
stands out a mile here.

Just take the part about
having a gun since his convictions.
If he had been Irish and 2a
Catholic, it would have been a

nion' leaders ‘trial’ of the Franco government. criminal records. prison sentence without a doubt.

er, dropped. : B(lilt soon after this idea sur- VV H AT VV E C AN DO No wonder Hanson slams the

g aced, it sank without apparent building workers and their strike

e Party's 1e- _ trace. _ e - : Robbery in 1972: it hurt his pocketand
berts, Labour Yet the possibilities for prac-- ® AFFILIATE fo the Spanish  stewards’ committee

those of his friends, too,

Just think of the men sent to
jail as a result of that strike, and
the suffering imposed on them

¢ gravy train maments supplies from Britain. in Spain £3 for a union branch or shop he had a previous conviction for and their families, for fighting
entary Union. Virtually every major firm ? stewards” committee, £5 for a Trades robbery and violence, and other for unionisation of the building
ose in with operating in Britain is deep into @ INVITE one of their speakers Council and £20 for a national convictions. He had also been jndustry, better wages and
me in Portu- the Spanish economy. Such giants t0 your union branch or shop  organisation. disqualified from driving.

sored by the

old Wilson’s
d and chief
fvisor to the
ast two elec-

as Babcock and Wilcox, British

Leyland—which has two engineer- -

ing companies in Spain, even after
closing down Authi—ICI, British
Steel and Massey Ferguson have
a particularly big presence.

PORTUGAL
AT THE

SPECIAL OFFER: International
Socialism Journal issues 66-73,
including articles on: The Rank

working conditions, and here is
honest Hanson with a ctiminal
record that would get him into
Who's Who of cnmmals heirg
fined a few quid.

Is this not all too famlhar

s voxr and File Movement, The Com- %’OHI: you lﬁ‘:t tired of Socialist
) : B : g munist International, Lenin's orker a your own ex-
the Spanish Although conditions in Spain CROSSROADS Pravda, Ireland, The Miners, periences telling how rotten the
: arm in - are savage, it is possible for trade i . A
> sa ! Women, Portugal, Asia, Ulster system is? It isn’t just Hanson, of
government. . unionists to make . contact \ylth Workers' Council Strike, Detroit course, it's the whole rot1ten
the illegal workers’ commissions car industry, Fascism in Britain,- barrel s which calls itself
in a firm’s Spanish subsidiaries. The Industrial Relations Act, itali hich r; lkse
Thisis of vital importance. White-collar workers, Redundancies, cap:ja AW € Workers
“Already many groups. of Wor- closures and the sit-in tactic—eight need to smash.
S b i itnes . o pdbiciind issues (original price £1.20) for It’s either Honest Hanson and
co has also d o the . 70p, including postage. Orders to those like him running things on
years. It was pmr?he % bs Oté:fl ’::& Nolai:fainass Special issue of IS Journal, 8 Cottons Gardens, your behalf, or it’s us running
s year's Con- International Socialism e i

| opposition

have passed countless resolutions
of ‘militant opposition. The time
has clearly come to put those

journal

BOUND VOLUMES of Inter:
national Socialism Journal issues

things for ourselves, making our
own decisions, shaping our own
lives.

inslated into resolutions into action. 50p including postage 36 tlolEDIE 'Eglggve f« ;ew still
available. = Including postage.
chel Ten, a One blacking of fa Corétrafc’tr :rschmB Cottons Gardens Orders to 1S Journal, 8I Cgo':tonsg By Dave JOI]nSton
trade union order or shipment of goods for ’ ‘ ’ Gardens, London E2 8DN. * :
yo years ago, Spain would set a teal ‘campaign London E2 : :
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s ¢ 48 h e %% g

COHSE

ris Davies (Report)



By David Bunch

DEAN JOHNSON, senior shop
steward at Perkins’ huge engineering
factory at Peterborough, has joined
the International Socialists.

His is not an overnight conversion.
Dean has been close to IS for two
years, Socialist Worker has been sold
every week by him and his mates.

Why has he now stepped up his com-
mitment? I got fed up with people just
dr ifferent—

B e

eaming about socialism. IS is d
it actually fights for it.

‘Unt:‘ly recently,’ he continues, ‘I used
to back Labour. It claimed to be a
working class party. At least, it seemed
better than Heath’slot or Thatcher’s tribe.

‘Now I know better. This government
is our enemy. Wilson, Healey, Shirley
Williams—they are all Tories.

What about Wedgwood Benn and the
Tribunite-Left? “They are all talkers, not
doers,” claims, Dean. ‘Even Michael Foot
has become a Whitehall windbag.’

The Communist Party horrifies him.
‘They try to mpose their politics on us,
perhaps that is why Russia seems a kind of
state-run capitalism.’

Dean is a member of the Engineering
Union. “Branch life has become a shambles
at Perkins,” he says. ‘This is partly because
of the check-off system of paying dues.’

Gas

But, he maintains, the union leadership
are also to blame. ‘Although they represent
about 12,000 workers, they do nothing

but They seem more interested in
back-stabbing each other.” :

Dean has been a keen campaigner for
the Engineers’ Charter.

‘Nationally,’ he argues, ‘the union has
become a band of paper militants. Left
resolutions are passed but nothing effec-
tive is done. That is why our living
standards are being eroded.

‘The Charter says we should use our
teeth to bite. It seeks official action to
defend jobs and wages. At the same time,
it demands rank and file control of
unions.’

As well as his Charter work, Dean will
publish a regular workplace bulletin. Full
of factory ‘home truthg’, it will be short
and to the point. Cartoons and jokes witl
feature prominently. !

*  “The convenor should already be doing
this," he complains. “The floor must not

ol ...
Don't just dream
.of socialism
Fight for it! |

neighbouring Redring Electric factory

be starved of facts. Otherwise, we are at
the mercy of management.’ :
The bulletin will obviously attract the
bosses” hostility. “They know that informa-
tion is power,” explains Dean. ‘That is why
they circulate a newsletter called Echo.”
Dean’s editions will be modelled on the

Women'’s Voice ‘must become
a focus for our anger’

JOY LEMAN introduced the first
session on the National Abortion
Campaign at the Manchester Women’s
Day School on Saturday. The meet-
ing was attended by delegates from
branches in the North West, including
two comrades from Glasgow.

The discussion revolved around the local
activity being planned in October to draw
more people into the campaign. Manchester
is organising a week of action ending with
a demonstration on 1 November.

In the afternoon, Sheila McGregor in-
troduced a session on perspectives for
work following the abortion campaign.
There was a lively discussion zbout the
possibilities of building Women’s Voice
groups over the next few months, what
issues such groups should take up, hew
they would relate to the kind of work
being done round unemployment, and the
cuts in social services.

As one comrade argued, it is becoming
clearer that Women’s Voice must become
the voice of revolutionary feminism in the
working,class movement, drawing round it
all these angry about how they as working
class women are always the first to be hit.

Womens Voice must become a focus
for all the anger generated by the crisis,
organising campaigns in the localities to
fight back. This. means the paper must

‘ become - much.:more closely tied into

YES WE DO AGITPROP, ANSW!

struggles: the demonstrations by mothers
against the cut-backs in school-buses, the
fight for the reinstatement of women
sacked for being pregnant. All this must
become the life-blood of the paper.

The Women’s Voice rally being organis-
ed for 22 November in Manchester will be
used as a launching pad for building
Women’s Voice groups.

District committees’and branches of IS!
should.start discussing who they are going
to get to the rally, how they are going to
get people there, finances for comrades and
minibuses.

There were suggestions for holding
Women’s Voice socials before the rally,
both to raise money and to draw to-
gether all the women to go.

The rally should be used as a. means
of involving all the wives and girlfriendswho
are still on the fringes of IS, for our com-
rades at work to draw closer to the organisa-
tion. All regular buyers of Women’s Voice
should be got along to this rally.

The main focus for the rally will be the
struggle for women'’s rights: equal pay, the:
right to work, abortion and so on and the
need to build a movement of revolutionary
feminism within the working class move-
ment.

Women’s Voice will also be organising
a counter picket to the SPUC demonstra-
tion of 19 October. Further details next
week. j

t regmbar posters local and national

=mme of Socaiss Worker

Perking seior rewrd Dean Johnson with AUEW steward Lesley Scott, from the

Worker news...

style of Socialist Worker. He thinks it ‘a
good, informative paper.- i

“The Express, Mirror and Sun are
comics compared to Socialist Worker.
They don’t give you much serious politics.
They feed on scandal-rape and sex.

‘That shows what the ruling class thinks
of ‘us. Nudes are all we are fit for.
Politics is for so-called clever people like
them.’

Dean’s recipe for socialists is simple.
First, ‘build the rank and file movement in
the trade unions’. He believes it is the
only way to defeat the bureaucrats.

Second, ‘read and sell Socialist Worker.
For Dean, this is an important task. ‘It is
the only way to stop being conned.’

Third, above all, ‘fight to smash the
system’. For Dean Johnson, an honest and
courageous militant, thathas meant joining

More readers
every week -

THE BIG increase in orders for
Socialist Worker which we reported
last week has been repeated again.

By Monday -this week, with many
branches still to report, raised orders
accounted foranother 325 copies.

The increases seem to come mostly
from the small branches—like Portsmouth
and Guildford, which put their order up
o b

Extra orders have been received this
week as well from Tower Hamlets (50
extra), Sheffield (50), Hammersmith (25),
Southwark (25), Wakefield (25) and even
Shrewsbury (5). That seems to disprove
Ricky Tomlinson’s theory that there are no
socialists in Shrewsbury!

Don’t forget subscriptions. Lefty
academics in the first flush of a new term
might be more than ready to fork out £7
for a term. Five hundred extra subscrip-
tions from such people would transform
our financial situation.

particularly for lnach-time factory gate

Eerimgs

..ad WHAT'S ON

SOCIALIST WORKER needs another journalist. Knowledge of subbing and
journalistic techniques is useful but not essential. More important is a
willingness to help improve the paper and spread the influence of the
International Sotialists. Write but do not phone to the editor, including
details of any experience you consider relevant to the job at Socialist
Worker, Corbridge 'Works, Corbridge Crescent, London E2,

Socialist Worker
- meetings

CHELMSFORD SW public debate with the
Labour Party: Speakers: David Bunch (IS)
and Chris Funnell (Braintree Labour Party),
Friday 7 November 8pm, in Braintree-
Pilace to be announced.

WEST MIDLAND SW day school on Young
Workers. Saturday 4 October llam, IS
Books, Deritend High Street, Birmingham,
(five mins walk from New Street Station).
Murray Armstrong introduces session on
The nee . for a .revolutionary party. John
Clifford introduces session on How to
work on the shop floor in your union
branch. Speaker to be announced to intro-
duce final session on Local perspectives
for work among young workers. Plenty of
time for discussion. All welcome.

ANYONE in the Chester area interested
in coming along to a Socialist Worker
meeting or receiving SW regularly, please
send name and address to: Socialist
Worker, 8 Cottons Gardens. London, E2.

DURHAM SW public meeting on Portugal.
Wednesday 15 October, 7pm, Elvet Room,
Dunelm House, New Elvet, Durham. A
speaker just back from Portugal.

PETERBOROUGH SW public meeting:
Labour and the Crisis—the socjalist alter-
native., Speaker: Paul Foot, Chairman:
Dean Johnson (AUEW senior shop steward,
Perkins V8 plant). Wednesday 8 October,
7.30pm. The Greyhound (upstairs),
Cathedral Square.

TWICKENHAM SW public meeting: The
Bosses’ press, Speaker: Roger Profz.
Wednesday 8 October, B8pm, Labour
Rooms, Waldegrave Road, Teddington.

NORTH WALES SW day school: Saturday
18 October. Sessions -on the revolutionary
?arty and Portugal. Evening social. Details
rom .IS branch secretaries or Graham
Coldwell, Llys Hywel, The

Lianfairfechan, Gwynedd. All SW
parters and |S members welcome.

ENFIELD SW public meeting: Labouy's

attack on the workers. Speaker: Paul Foot,

Thursday 16 October, 8pm, Celbic Hall,,

‘L&ancaster Road, Entield. Buses 13>, 231,
8.

COVENTRY SW public meeting: Duncan
Hallas, editor of International Socialism
journal, speaking on Labour and the Socia-
list Alternative. Friday 3 October, 7.30pm-
9pm. Community Dining Room, Sidney
Stringer Schoo|, Cox Street, (260 yards
from Pool Meadow).

BRIGHTON SW public meeting: The Crisis,

.unemployment and the government cuts—
hhow we can fight back? Thursdat 18
October, 8pm, Brighton Labour Club. Local
speakers, trade unionists,

BRIGHTON SW day school: The struggle
in Spain and Portugal. Sunday 12 October,

~2pm-5pm, Sussex University. All readers of
Socialist Worker welcome, Creche,

SOUTH WEST LONDON District Party.
Saturday 4 October. Meet 9pm_Railway

Close,
sup-

Telegraph pub, Brigstock Road, Thornton

Heat|

KEEP FLAME BURNING! Flame, Socialist
Worker's new sister paper for black workers
in struggle. We need articles, interviews and
letters on all subjects, our brothers' and
sisters’ opinions of our first issue and sug-
gestions for future work., Send in money
collected from your sales NOW! ‘Flame,
265 Seven Sisters Road, London N4,

ASTMS: National meeting for SW sug-
orters and all IS members in ASTMS,
unday 12 October, 2pm, Digbeth Hall,
Digbeth High Street, Birmingham,. Agenda:
ASTMS arid the abortion campaign, ASTMS
and the £6 limit. Democracy in ASTMS,

ATTI fraction meeting for 1S members
and SW supporters: Saturday 4 October,
11lam, The Roebuck pub, Tottenham Court
Road, London WC1. (Warren Street tube).
Sue Clegg on The Crisis and the £6 limit.
Discussion of Fraction programme. Entry
by membership or supporters card.

PORTUGUESE SONGS for socials in aid
of the SW Portuguese Solidarity Fund.
35-minute cassette prepared by SW Agit-
Prop Group includes ‘Grandola Vila
Moreric’, the song banned by the fascist
regime and used as signal for the 25 Aoril
coup by Lisbon Radio. £1.50 plus 10p:
postage from Pete Marsden, 8 Cottons
Gardens, London E2 BDN. Proceeds to the
solidarity fund.

WANTED: Socialist, revolutionary and
working-class songs from all countries on
tape or record, SW Agit-Prop Graup is
planning a series of cassettes for fund-
raising socials. Phone Pete Marsden, 01-
739 9043.

(opposite station).

SOUTH EAST LONDON District IS aggre-
gate: Wednesday 8 October, 7.30pm,
Chariton House, Charlton Village, SE7.
All members to attend. X

NATIONAL IS TEACHERS Delegate Con-
ference: Saturday/Sunday 11-12 October.
If you have not receiv details, contact
J olbarow,

LDndon‘EZ 8D0N.

R 80 LOUD AND CLEAR

The meeting called for supporters of
SW and IS members to form local Agitprop
to explore fhe immense potential
mg aCTOSS ideas and

socgalitst

r=oasamii Dor: mapnatvelv.

c/o 8 Cottons Gardens,

WALSALL SW Social: Saturday 6
October, 8pm, White Horse, Wolverhamp-
ton Street. Disco.

WANDSWORTH & DISTRICT SW Jumble
Sale: Saturday 4 October, St Peter'sChurch
Hall, Beé&chcroft Road. Tooting SW17.
2.30pm. 5p. Proceeds to SW Fighting
Fund. Jumble and help wanted: At the
hall from 1lam onwards on Saturday.
Or ring 767 2537 for collection.

NO[isS

ESSEX UNIVERSITY IS Society public
meeting on Portugal. Speaker: Sheila
McGregor, Thursday 9 October. Time and
place to, be announced (watch university °
noticeboards).

BRENTWOOD COLLEGE |S Society pub-
lic meatlnf]: The Crisis, the cuts and the
socialist alternative. Speaker: Paul Foot.
Thursday 9 October. Time and place to
be announced.

STUDENTS: Posters headed 'International
Socialist Society' in red available by return
of post from John Cox, |5 Books, 224
Deritend High Street, Birmingham 12, Size
25in x 18in approx. Cost is £2.50 for 100,
including postage (minimum order 100
posters). Cash with orders only.

DIDSBURY IS Society and Women’s Action

Group presents BLOW FOR BLOW, the

inspiring film of a French women's occupa-

tion. Wednesday 8 October. Bom, Room

5,03. Didsbury College of Education,

Wsilmslow Road, Manchester. Admission
p. 3

International
Socialists

NATIONAL 1S WOMEN'S COMMITTEE:
next meeting 11 October. Delegates from
IS districts and . fractions please. Could
fractions telephone to let us know who is
coming. 01-739 6273. Meeting: 'Saturday

11 October, llam, 8 Cottons Gardens,
London, E2. ¢
ITALY and FRANCE: Two comrades

needed to help with the sales of Portugal
at the Crossroads, French- and  |talian
editions, in Italy and France for six weeks
starting about 15 October. Living expenses
aid, Write or phone IS National Secre-
ary, 8 Cottons Gardens, London E2 (01-
739 1878n

IS MEMBERS from Mauritius please con-
tact lan Birchall, c/o International Dept,
8 Cottons Gardens, London E2 8DN. >

ANYONE interested in setting up an IS
China group—especially anyone with a
knowledge of Chinese—cplease contact IS
China Grousn c/o 8 Cottons Gardens,
London E2 8DN’

GREECE—CYPRUS—TURKEY. An IS
Committee has been set up to cover this
area and the communities in Britain. If
you have any -contacts, or can speak
Greek or Turkish, or have a Cypriot or
Turkish community in your area, contact
GCT Committee, c/o B Cottons Gardens,
London E2 8DN.

MERSEYSIDE IS wants to buy a good
second-hand electric tépewriter suitable
for offset litho work. Contact 1S Books,
28 Berry Street, Liverpool 1.

NALGO ACTION Group Conference:
18/19 October, UMIST Buildings,
Manchester. All IS members in NALGO
to attend.

IS Steelworkers' national meeting: Satur-
day 11 October, Sheffield. Open to SW
supporters by invitation. For further
details and agenda write to IS Steel
Section Secretary, c/o B Cottons Gardens
London E2 8DN. \

LARGE ROOM in a flat near Barons -
Court tube, West London, for October
and November. £6 a week for IS comrades.
Box SE, Socialist Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London E2.

ROUGE FETE—18/19 October: The LCR
(French section of the F1) is organising a
fete in Paris. A large number of political
organisations in urope, includin IS,
Lotta Continua, Revolucion, LO and AO,
have been invited to send contingents.
There will be debates on Women, Marxism
Today, the Economic Crisis, the F‘ress/Mass
Media, Social Democracy and Portugal, a
pop festival in the evening. A creche and a
mini-forum for kids is being organised.

_Although IS has major disagreement
with the Fi and many of the organisations
invited to the fete, this is an opportunity
to discuss with and influence their mem-
bers. IS members and SW supporters
interested in going should contact the
International Sub-committee, 8 Cottons
Gardens, London E2 8DMN as soon as
possible.

Editorial
01-739 9043
Repartars:

01-739 0185/6361
Circulation:

t Worker, Corbridge Works, .
ge Crescent, London, E28DN

Artri

'
) A

{



al=r . SOCIALIST WORKER 4 October 13975

The biggest general

|strike in history...

on my -way home one evening '
when I noticed a woman
opposite wiping her eyes.

Then a man next to her started
wiping his. Then another. Then yet

another. ,
‘Pve heard of fast-spreading
colds’, [ thought, ‘but this -is

ridiculous.” Then my eyes started
smarting and watering. The .train
was filled with nauseous fumes.

We trooped out of the train at
the next station. An amazing sight
confronted us.

On the left were 100 or so riot
police. Armed to the teeth. Helmets,
shields, pistols, sub machine guns,
tear gas grenades and three-foot
wooden truncheons. The tear gas
had been leaking down to the under-
ground.

On the right were-about 200
students. A handful were throwing
stones at the police, the rest were
shouting abuse at them.

This was the first sight of the
riots in Paris of the Spring in 1968.

What had begun as a dispute over
the closure of Nanterre University
was spreading. It moved to the issue
of police being on the campus. Then,
as the police showed more and
more viciousness, general slogans
were raised about ending the police
state and -for democracy in the
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May 1968—and the workers and students of Paris take to the streets

THE NEW, exciting autumn schedules
mark a new low in television. The old

T
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universities, schools and factories.

Odeon

The movement
strength to

went

tion and propaganda.

Continuous debates were held
at the Odeon, a theatre which had
also been taken over. Anyone could

get up and speak.

It was a fantastic feeling, being
on a demonstration of thousands of
the
streets singing the Internationale

socialists marching through

with not a policeman in sight.

It is a feeling of intense libera-
tion, a feeling that at last things
are happening that you have control

over, not things being done to you.

4 vividly remember one demon-
stration. When we had all gathered,
we decided it would be a good idea
Bourse. the

to burn down the
French Stock Exchange.

As we marched towards the
business area of Paris, we were met
by a large group of riot police. By

from
strength. The Latin
quarter of Paris was covered in
posters. The university was taken
over and used as a centre of agita-

A2
ruﬁ/ﬁ/

UNDER THE IMFLUENCE—the popular column where you write about what made you a
socialist—returns with railwayman DICK PITT on Paris in May 1968. Why don’t you write
on the book, film or experience that first set you thinking? Drop a line to Under The In-
fluence, Socialist Worker, Corbridge Works, Corbridge Crescent, London E2.

this time we were experienced
barricade builders.

Choppers and saws appeared,
trees were chopped down, the
gratings around the trees were pulled
Wp and used to dig out cobblestones
and break up the tarmac. The cobble-
stones make fantastic barricades
(the roads were covered over by
tarmac shortly after the riots stop-
ped) especially when trees were
added.

Some of us took a detour round
the cops before continuing to the
Bourse. As we passed one building
flying the tricolour, someone climb-

ed the flagpole, pulled it down,
tore off the red from the blue and
white and used it as a flag.

Further along the road, someone
climbed up a lamppost, delivered
a short speech on the need for unity
of students and workers, and sugges-
ted that we went somewhere else.

Spirit
About 50 of us listened to him,
briefly discussed it, rejected it and

moved on.
‘This typified the spirit of demo-

Chile; The flame still burns

LAST Tuesday, some of the most
important Chilean musicians in exile
gathered in London for a concert at
the Royal Albert Hall.

They are members of a New Song
Movement, a broad alliance of singers
and composers which was virtually
the cultural arm of the growing
working-class movement smashed by
‘the coup of 1973.

The movement began in the early
Sixties as a reaction against the
domination of the Chilean mass-
media by Americanised pop music
and movies.

- By Dave Laing

One group, Quilapayun, whose
seven members play 20 different
instruments, aimed to write songs
of direct relevance to the real lives
of Chilean working people, using
the traditional folk music of their
own country.

They did so in satirical pieces -
attacking reactionary newspapers
and the ‘Saucepan March* of middle-
class women, as well as in longer
song-cycles dealing with key events

A VISION OF THE FUTURE?

NORMAN JEWISON’S latest film, Rollerball, is his vision of the year 2018.
The world is controlled by corporations and there is no longer war, corrupt

politicians or poverty.

The corporations also abolish love; aggression and individuality. To satisfy
people’s ‘lust for violence’ Rollerball—a combination of American football,
roller derby, judo and motoreycle racing—is created. T

Jonathan E (James Cann) a veteran hero of this brutal sport, struggles against
the system. He becomesan individualist and dangerous to the corporate leaders.
Rollerball could be the most unusual vision of the future to come out of the

film industry-vet.
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_in Chilean working-class history.

In September 1974, both Quila-
payun and Inti-Illimani, another
group appearing in London, were
on tour in Europe, and so escaped
the repression of their colleagues in
the aftermath of the coup.

The most notable victim was the
popular singer and composer Victor
Jara, murdered along with many
other militants in the national
Sports Stadium.

Lyric

His songs can now be heard on
an LP issued by Xtra Records, who
have also released words by the two
groups, Each record comes with a
lyric-sheet in Engligh.

The title of the Quilapayun LP
is El Pueblo Unido Jamas Sera
Vencido—A United People Will Never
Be Beaten. !

It sums up the aims .of all the
Chilean musicians in exile: to build
solidarity with Chile throughout the
many countries in which they per-
form and to show their own soli-
darity with -those still in struggle in

“MICHAEL PAULDEN Chile itself. AT 2

cracy and freedom that existed on
our side of the barricades, A popular
slogan was: ‘it is forbidden to for-
bid’, very appealing to a generation
who grew up under the all powerful
De Gaulle.

Young workers caught the mood
of the students. They stopped work.
It caught on. Millions went on strike.

Government ministers and union

officials raced round in circles, not .

knowing what to do. Some workers
ran their workplaces, others welded
their bosses into their office. The
main slogans were for an end to
unemployment and for workers’
control.
.~ But there was a fundamental
weakness. There was no party to lead
and direct the movement,

Only the Communist Party was in
a position to do this, but its re-
formism and desire to be réspectable
made it sell out the movement for
13 per cent and minor concessions
for the CAT, the CP-dominated

 Army

The ruling class regrouped. De
Gaulle summoned reliable:units of:
the army to circle Paris. He called
an election which the Gaullists won
massively.

[ had hated the system before but
felt there was nothing that I could
do about it. I was also a pacifist.
While I helped in building barricades.
and pulling down belisha beacons
(which almost electrocuted me) I
drew the line at caving in policemen’s
heads,

Afterwards [ learned what the
reality of the capitalist state is:
armed men prepared to use their
guns in defence of the status quo.

After seeing a massive movement
destroyed by the lack of leadership,
it was easy to see the need for a
revolutionary party. Later I joined
IS. : ¢ : :

films are more interesting than anything
else.

But for every old film worth watching
there are six old B films which can't
have been of much interest even when
they were first made. This is because
the BBC is forced by the film com-
panies to buy films in bagches. Each
batch contains one film anyone might
actually want to see together with a lot
of old rubbish.

FRIDAY

FAWLTY TOWERS (BBC2, 9pm)
stars John (Monty Python) Cleese. It's
the best comedy programme on tele-
vision.

SUNDAY

THE PRISONER OF ZENDA (BBC1,
1.55pm) is certainly a very old film.
With Deborah Kerr, Stewart Grainger and
James Mason it has been imitated in
hundreds of films since. -

THE EXPLORERS (BBC2, 7.25pm)
about the ‘first’ south-to-north cross-
ing of the Australian continent in 1860.
This expedition began the process, still
hardly developed, of opening up
Australia to the white man. When the
BBC say the first crossing, they mean,
of course, the first crossing organised
and run by the British. Some episodes
in this series have been interesting and
informative, some not so.

ZORBA THE GREEK (BBC1,
8.15pm), stars Anthony Quinn and is
said to be 'highly entertaining’ by some
who've seen it. :

EAST OF EDEN (BBC2, 9.55pm),
stars James Dean and is a famous
American film of the 1950s which was
based on the novel by John
Steinbeck. He in turn based the novel
on the story of Cain and Abel. At the
time, it made a considerable stir. It may
have stood the testof time.

HOMAGE TO MIGUEL
ENRIQUEZ

Murdered by the Chilean Junta,
5 October 1974

VICTORY TO THE CHILEAN
RESISTANCE

Meeting in commemoration of
Miguel Enriquez, general secretary of
the Movement of the Revolutionary
Left, MIR, in Chile, who stayed ' *
underground for a year after the
Junta’s bloody coup but was hunted
down. :
Speakers include Edgardo
Enriquez, former Minister of Education |
in the Popular Unity government, Neil |
Kinnock MP, an official MIR speaker
and a speaker from the Chile Solidarity
Campaign national exeeutive. Music
and poetry recital ‘Songs to the
resistance’, including the Chilean
group Voices of Yoru, Jack Warshaw
and Donald McGuire.

Friday 17 October, 7pm, Conway

| Hall, Red Lion Square, London WCT.
| Tickets 40p on the door or from IS

B ooks, 265 Seven Sisters Road;
London N4,

W
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Days of Hope -just

THE BBC series Days of Hope
was far and away the best thing
I've seen on TV for ages.

It wasn't perfect- but it was
good enough politically to reduce
the Daily Telegraph and other such
rags. which of course see nothing
political in 99 per cent of the
rubbish on the box. to hysteria.

The ,series showed just how
powerful TV is. No matter how well
written any Socialist Worker article
is, it cannot begin to match the
‘feel’ and the spirit of the times that
all-too-rare series such as Days of
Hope get across.

Searching

Just think: how many Labour
Party socialists could sit and watch
the episode on the first Labour
government and not begin to ask
some searching questions?

Socialist Worker chips away
week by week in arguing for
socialism. But, by Christ, one night
of committed television can do so
much more.—GEORGE EVANS,
S London.

Racism

DURING a discussion at an
Accrington Working Men’s Club, |
learnt that a meeting is taking place
in another Accrington club to get up
a protest at the government’s bill to
allow Indians and other immigrants
and black people to use ciub pre-
mises without discrimination.

The ultra-right are obviously us-
ing this race relations bill to. gain
maximum political advantage. All
the usual racialist hysteria is being
used to :gain the maximum vote
against the bill. :

Some people are saying that it
is British workers who are being
discriminated against, by being
forced to accept members they don’t
want. Some clubs have simply clos-
ed their books on the admittance of
further members as another means to
combat the race bill.—C WALING,
Accrington.

to the House of

right to work.

Even if the press won't mention Flora Flynn’s stand
against the Levi'Strauss empire, they might in the name
of justice, show some interest in the fact that at a crucial
stage in the hearing one of the tribunal members was
observed to be fast asleep.—WALTER MORRISON, Glas-

goOw.

IMPERIALISM-IN YOUR

EACH WEEK Socialist Worker
attacks English imperialism in other
parts of the world. You deal with
Ireland nearly every week.

But there’s one country even
nearer, oppressed for hundreds of
years, that you never mention:
Scotland.

The latest piece of exploitation
is the attempt by the English capi-
talists and their American allies to
take away Scotland’s oii.

English companies come up to
the north of Scotland. They are paid
a grant by the Highland and Islands
Development Board to build a fac-
tory. And at the end of two years
they clear out with the new mac-
hinery, leaving us worse off. than

THE TWO SIDES
OF FASHION...

1 RECENTLY spent three days at an industrial tribunal
in Glasgow listening to the case of Flora Flynn and the
rest ot the strike committee against their wrongful
dismissal by the giant fashion empire of Levi Strauss.

There was a complete lack of interest shown by all
the local newspapers. Instead, they gave blanket coverage
raser fashion show. g

Large amounts of space were given to scantily clad -
dolly birds, in their fashion attire, while Flora and her
mates were fighting literally tooth and nail for the
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Big Red Diary ~e~_

An illustrated political diary

This year it records women in history. women at home,

women as mathers and wamen at work -
in words ant pictures

4h For arqument as well as far appamtments! £1

From bookshops 1
o

£

Also direct from Pluto Press
Uni1 10 Spencer Court,

1 Chalcot Road, ¢
London NW1 BLH. _ 4 §

.‘i wb ’.

bloody marvellous!

—

OWN BACKYARD

before.

Why doesn’t Socialist Worker
ever mention the struggle of the
Scots for national liberation? There
are committed -socialists in the
Scottish Nationalist Party, as well
as capitalists.

If the Tartan Army were operat-
ing in Ireland, you'd publish an
editorial saying you agreed with
their aims, but thought they were
going the wrong way about it.

It’s easy to be revolutionary when
it’s happening in a far-off country
like Vietnam. What about looking
to your own back yard.—IAN

MacGREGOR, Kelso.

de Valera

EAMONN McCANN’'S tleeting put-
down of de Valera (Socialist Worker,
6 September) cannet be allowed to
pass without comment.

To whom was de Valera a traitor?
According to McCarin it was the Irish
working class who he betrayed when
he stated during the 1918 general
election campaign ‘that Labour must
wait’. :

But how could de Valera, who
never once claimed to be a working-
class representative; let alone their
mass leader, have thus sold out on the
workers?

Indeed, the historical truth of the
situation that politically obtained in
Ireland in 1918 is that if de Valera

had presented, as president of Smn
Fein, a distinctly proletarian image to
the electorate of that time then it is
certain that Sinn Fein would not
have been triumphant in the 32-
county general election.

The reason for it is not that the
Irish working class were confused as
to where their class interests ldy but
rather that, as a social class they were
but an island in a vast peasant sea.
Only 20 years earlier the bulk of the
Irish rural .community had ceased
to be mere serfs and had received
legal ownership of their lands.

Thus what de Valera and subse-
quently his Fianna Fail party came tg
represent was conservative rural
Ireland, initially the mass of small
farmers, but later on the town bour-
geoisie and eventually the embryonic
industrial entrepreneurs and success-
ful businessmen.

Of course had ‘Ireland not been

“partioned at the outset when. the

measure of freedom was wrested
from Britain in 1922 her evolution
would have been decidely different,
as the numerically large Belfast work-
ing class would have strongly in-
fluenced the shaping of the emerg-
ing new state.

But it was not to be. Instead, two
different roads which seldom ran
parallel -were embarked upon. The
seeds of sectarianism were sown and
now the grim harvest is being reaped.
PAT O'DONOVAN, Dalston,
London.

TOMORROW NEVER COMES...

MRS THATCHER, speaking in America, said: ‘In order to have full employ-
ment tomorrow you must have investment today. In order to have investment

today you must have profits yesterday.’

Well, where are all the profits of our yesterdays? -Could it be there just
weren't enough profits to keep one and a quarter million off the dole queues?
Or was it that investment took second place to the millions squandered, and

the millions pumped into bank accounts of the shareholding parasites?

Or" is tomorrow the favourite word of the rulin

g-class? As socialists, |

Portugal:
A great
demo, but...
Postal

THE PORTUGAL MARCH .. . 1: it
was magnificent. But why don’t we
learn the lessons of past demonstrations?

The Irish solidarity march from
Kilburn several years ago left on a
Saturday from the heart of an Irish area.
W. were joined by people from the shops
and pubs we passed. In Leicester, im-
migrants came from their houses to
join our protests against the National.
Front.

When the Birmingham engineers
marched to join the miners at Saltley in
the 1972 miners’ strike, they marched
through working class areas. People came
to the doors and leant out of windows to
cheer.

But there was no mass stampede from
the Cafe Royal or Selfridges to join our
march. Why should socialists be
governed by old traditions about where
to march?—G JOHNSON, Acton.
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PORTUGAL MARCH . .. 2: Where did
we walk—through the heart of bourarois
Britain. Who did we impress—600 police
and a lot of tourists.

And who did we impress nationally —
the readers of Socialist Worker and other
left papers, as no other papers men-_
tioned the march. | hope that we were
reported by the workers' newspapers in
Portugal, so that the Portuguese workers
know they are not alone.

Marches should go“through working
class districts where Socialist Worker
can be sold, and leaflets handed out to
workers to inform them of situations like
the revolution in Portugal. Even the
local capitalist press would give space
to the demonstration, and there would
be more discussion among workers.

The only time the left marches in
working class areas is when we go out
to stop the National Front.—CHARLES
GATE, Halifax.
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PORTUGAL MARCH . .. 3: Would it
be possible for some large demanstra-
tions like this one to be held outside
London? A large one in Birmingham, for
instance, would have a big impact on a
“city not used to such events. E

Surely IS could ask the organising
committees to look to other areas.—BILL
HOUSE, Bradford.
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| HAVE just seen Judith Hart saying on
television that the reason there hasn't
been a single advance towards socialism
in 50 years of Labour influence is because
they haven't been given a chance.

She must be a bloody fool is she
thinks the owners of industry are going
to give her a chance to take away their
wealth and power that goes with it.

You can have the best socialists in
Parliament, but until- the working class
wiald their economic power, all you'll
get is academic discussions from Judith
Hart on the Frost programme.

One is called reformism, the other
revolution, | know which | prefer—the
one that is going-to get us somewhere—
BERNIE WILCOX, TASS, Manchester
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ONE OF the nastier sights in my
factory, Gross Cash Registers in
Brighton, are the posters and tracts of
the Workers Christian Association,

Their tracts attack revolutionaries,
women's liberation, gays, fornication,
Darwin and evolution and a lot of other
issues. Who runs it? Has anyone else come
across them? — ALAN WILLIAMS,
Brighton.
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| UNDERSTAND why H Cunningham
(Letters, 27 September) criticises me
for apparently ignoring the Communist
Party. -

However, regular readers will know
by now that it is their '‘paper tiger'
tactics that | object to. Tony Cliff—in
his boak, The Crisis: Social Coniract or
Socialism (Chapter 9)—spells it, out in
detail.-DAVID BUNCH, Peterborough;






