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Management plot to crack down on AEF stewards

~'START STRIKE T0 SMASH

MILITAN

Socialist Worker Reporter

THE MANAGEMENT of a ||

top Merseyside factory have
been urged to deliberately
cause a sfrike in their
works.

The aim: to smash mil-
itant engineering stewards,
force & work-study scheme
on the shop floor and ruth-
lessly sack nearly 200 key
workers.

The factory is the Nether
ton section of the English
Electric Company, now part
of the giant GEC-AEI mono
opoly.

AEF shop stewards at
Netherton have disclosed a
secret memorandum drawn up
by a firm of management
consultants to steer through
work-study and heavy redun-
dancies.

The stewards say that 1800
men have been laid off in the
last two years and the amount
of work cairied out in the

- iactory dechines “WEEL Uy o

Now management
o sack a further 170
in the next four
onths — most of them AEF
mbeérs.

Shipped out

The stewards refute the
management claim that low
orders are responsible for the
run~down. They say 100 mac-
hines have been shipped out
of the factory and believe
that GEC infends to close
the worksbwhen the unions
haeve been broken,

The memo drawn up by
PA Management Consulfants
suggests that a substantial
pay increase should be offer-
ed to members of the Boiler-
makers’ Unien in retum for
acceptance of work study.

‘The negotiations with the
Boilermakers should be shead
of those with the AEF and
should be progressed at
local. or national level if
need be,’” the memo says.

‘In our view there is no
chance that the AEF will
come to an agreement con-
cerning work study’

Cause stoppages

The memo then suggests

the following course of action:
1. Make a similar offer to
the AEF as made to the
Boilermakers in the know-
ledge that it will fail.
2. Freeze the AEF rates of
pay — ‘a vital step in stopp-
ing wage drift and introducing
work-study’.

‘This will probably cause
stoppages,’ the mema. goes on.
‘We see your current order
books as glving you a unique
opportunity to break the AEF
control over wages and prod-
uctivity. 1t seems that you
could withstand considerable
stoppages without a real loss
of contribution to overheads?

‘'he memo goes on to
suggest that GEC should run-
down the factory in order to
‘reduce the AEF labour force
to the minimum possible limit,*

week.

If necessary, it adds, the
factory shauld be closed
completely and re-opened

with carefully chosen, non-
militant labour.

The AEF stewards are
planning to counter this
campaign., They are unlikely
to succeed within their own
plant and should call on
stewards throughouit the GEC
combine to support them inany
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"GLC tenants marching to Shoreditch

Politicians gang

up against

Pakistan

By NIGEL HARRIS

THE SPEED of events in
Pakistan has transformed the
balance of forces. Originally,
a middle class revolt in West
Pakistan united with a pop-
ular movement for greater
provincial independence in
East Pakistan.

Both movements were, in
the midst of the battle, over-
taken by a much more dram-
atic popular revolt.

In the West, the industrial
belt ground to a halt. Much of
the «civil service went on
strike, and even the police
threatened to do so.

In the East, the industrial
workers were even more solid
in their action against the
regime. In the countryside
the peasants began settling a
thousand scores with local
officialdom, with the array of
Eredatory sharks that feed off
he poorest villagers.

Violent. hostility

. In response, pAyub Khan —
already clearly deprived of
amy backing — conceded all
the main demands of the un-
ited opposition, including
finally his own immediate
resignation. The more he
conceded, the more violent
popular hosti].ity became —
and the more -terrified the

opposition leaders became at!

Masses

the Pandora’s Box they had
opened.

The counter attack began
from the pulpit (the mullahs
however have no love for the
present secular regime), with
denunciations of socialism
and the demand that the
mouths calling for socialism
be silenced.

But to the Islamic Right,
seems to have come the
original rebels, the West's
middle class. Instead of
championing the popular
revolt, it is the middle class
opposition leaders who have
leaded with the masses to

e peaceful and docile, not to
dismiss Ayub completely (the
coalition Democratic Action
Committee wanted to retain
Ayub as President in any new
regime, with powers to diss-
olve the Assembly).

It was the opposition
leaders who actually accused
the government of fostering
popular violence for its own
purposes. 3

Tnus, the intervention of
the amy is a relief to every-
one except the mass of
peasants and workers.Bhutto,
erstwhile tribune of the
people, described the introd-
uction of martial law, ‘on the
whole, it's a good thing’.

Without a passive populat-

to back page

t{m’ ‘ Tuesday to sup Mr. Hyman Jackson

TS’ FIRM URGED

Tenants
invade
court

Socialist Worker Reporter
ONE HUNDRED London
tenants marched on Shoreditch
court on Tuesday in solidarity
with Mr Hymen Jackson, a
Greater London Council
tenant accused of withholding
his rent.

The tenants packed the
court and held up their
banners. They refused to go
when the usher ordered the
court to be cleared. The

olice were called buttenants
eclaring they were wit-
nesses to Mr Jackson’s good
character, were finally allow-
ed to stay.

Mt Jackson agreed to pay
the back rent of £9¢ 17s
which he owes the GLC. His
case was adjourned until
April 29,

He is now in the same
position as many thousands
of other GLC tenants —
paying the old rent without
the increase imposed last
autumn.

The GLC are suing for
possession of his house. If
Mr Jackson is evicted some
tenants said this week they
would press for a toial
rent strike in Loondon.

IS conference
TWO HUNDRED delegates
plus seveml hundred visitors
will attend the spring co
ence of the i
Socialists

will be on perspecti
the revolutionary mover

ent,

, B-specials, :

ULSTER
TORIES
CALL UP

From SEAN REED

Worker last week, Ulster
Unionists have put uniforms
on Paisleyites and called up
the hated B-specials.

Using as an excuse last
Sunday's explosion at Castle+
reagh’s electricity station —
believed to be' the work of
provocateurs — the govem-
ment has authorised the
mobilisation of over 1000

The maiches and sii-
downs of the last two weeks
have made it clear that the
Ulster Consiabulary alone
would be umable to enforce
'ﬁ'ﬁ proposed Public Order

Premier O’Neill had a
clear choice: to grant civil
rights or start to plan mass
repression, 'He has opted for
repression. By doing so he
forces the civil rights move-
ment to make a choice — acc-
ept repression or organise te
resist.

Paisleyites start
Derry violence

in Derry last Sunday at the
end of the latest march in the
city of protest,

It happened when Paisley-
ites waved Union Jacks in
the faces of the 7000 strong
civil rights marchers. About
200 civil rights supporters
broke past stewards and set
about the loyalists in the
Diamond, the city's main
Square,

The Paisleyites, with the
conditioned arrogance of 50
years’ rule behind them, used
the British war memorial as
their strong point as they set
about the civil rights support-
ers with flagpoles aud clubs,
but they were swept back by
waves of marchers.

After the short 12-minute
battle, the marchers entered
Guildhall Square fo hear
speeches from John Hume,
Ivan Cooper, Eammon McCann,
Michael Farrell, Bemadetie

B-SPECIALS |

AS FORECAST in Socialist/|"

VIOLENCE FLARED briefly |-

The amazing
conversion
of Smiling
Jim

| EDITORIAL
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the labou
He w
National

year.
The poor Labour g

CALLAGHAN:
No friend of Unions

who is betrayving whom.

. 'I'ne topsy-turvy struggle
in the Labour Party shows
the crisis of social democracy.
- What we as revolutionuary
socialists are concernedabout
is real working-class activity
and politics, not this phoney
poncing around which Labour
leaders indulge in when the;

try to avoid the full implica

ions of their capitalist
policies.

In this light the significant
landmarks for us_this year
include the Febmary 27
token stoppage and the
struggle at Ford.

Fight back

The Ford fignt in particular
has shown the strength of the
rank and file when they

choose to fight back. It has
underlined the necessity for
grass roots organisation and
has re-emphasised the mean-
ing of the struggle for social-
ism — for w arking-class self-

Devlin and othess.

| The march was called by
|the modemtie Demy Civi
|IRights Commitiee in am &I

> |empt o regaim he ImIDaIve

|from the Derry Labowr Party
which last weel beld & mass
sitl<down. The Dumbers
| both desoas Tailms e
irough|y similar.

SW fund: keep cash rolling in

By JIM NICHOL

THE SOCIALIST WORKER
Fighting Fund stands at
£48410s. The response to our
a?peal for £4060 by the end
of August has been encourag-
ing.

But we dare not let up on
our efforts to keep the cash
rolling in every week. We are

action they take

not hoarding the money to dole

aut to shareholders — we are
spen ding it to meet our heavy
commitments.

. Our plans include a new
Joint HQ for the International
Socialists, Socialist Worker
and our printshop. We have
already bought a new printing
press which will produce a
flow of leaflets and posters
and eventually print the extra

pages when Socialist Worker

becomes a S1X-pager.

But for the six-pager to
become possible, we must
buy another Sypesettiing
machine plus equipment for
cutting and folding the paper.

We hope to move into the
new building in & few weeks,
but to do so, we must raise
the first £1000 of the target
by the end of April — that
means another £500 from you,

our readers.
Rush donations fo me at
Paxton Works, Paxton Road,
London N17.

Our thanks to the following
supporters who have donated
in the last week:-

£6; K.E.S. £56; L.H. £5;W.J.C. £6;
P.H.S. £210s; C.W. £10; J.W.£10;
J.M. £10; D.B. £5.

Please don't let us down- |

P.F. £16; J.H. £5; M.1. £5; D.F.G.

out on Feb
on Merseysi
have started

May 1st §
this. We call
supporters
May Day and
increase the
day of socislis
Labour govemment.




ay Day

your guv'nor that

choking feeling
by PETE GOLD

Society of Graphical

IN 1889 the Second (soc-
ialist) International decided
to start a campaign for the
eight-hour day and they
called on workers in all
countries to stop work on
May 1st.

Not only did the Intern-
ational call the strike as
the first step in the camp-
aign for the eight-hour
day, they intended it to be
a day of working class
solidarity, a day for the
working class of the world
to demonstrate its might.

STOPPED WORK

The first MB:{ Day demon-
strations took place in 1890.
In Geman hundreds of
thousands of workers stopped
work and took to the streets
and in Italy there were mass
strikes: and demonstrations.

By 1891 all the European
countries had adopted May
Day as workers d with the
exception of RBritain. As far
away as Argentina and
Bolivia and of course the
USA, workers were striking
and demonstrating on May Day.

At the present time most
countries make Mgy Day a
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—give

and Allied Trades,

they are fighting back.

What the governors would
like is a working class which
though well paid, will become
another part of the machines.
At the moment we are wage
slaves, but we are not comp-
lete slaves, as the bosses
would like .

That is why Barbara Cas-
tle's legislation on trade
unions is being put through
arliament. Make no mistake,
his is not an attack on the
trade union leaders but on the
ordinary Herbert on the shop
floor who fights for better
wages and conditions.

Lined up against the
working people are the gov-
emors, the government and
most of the tradeunions,That’s
a pretty powerful alliance
and that’s what we’re up
against.

Against this background,
the London May Day Committ-
ee was formed with the aim of
re-establishing May Da%r as a
day of protest and defiance.
In 1967, 200 workers took
part. In 1968, 2000 people
marched through London. :
This year we hope for an
even bigger turnout, but it
will be a demonstration with a
difference. We are not march-
ing through London to shout
at the so-called citadels of

forgot the
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How Barbara

‘starving masses
and learned to
‘love the bosses

a political profile by PAUL FOOT
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Revolutionary politics
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she believed, could easily be
won round to ‘common sense’
with a dash of public relations.

The cup of tea with the
Ford women strikers was &
suitable start to a dismal
year in which all Mrs Castle’s
vitriol, once directed against
South African racialists or
British imperialism, has been
tumed against the people who
voted her and her colleagues
into power.

ANTI-WORKER

LEGISLATION

century — ‘‘lost production’,
‘pointless strikes’, ‘the
world not owing us a living'—
have been used to push
through the most anti-worker
legislation since the Combin-
ation Acts.

This is not just a personal
sell-out, It is the natural
development from the phoney
and sentimental radicalism
which hypnotised the labour

movement in the 1950s.

nd the unio

Who but the conscious
elements gathered together in
the revolutionary organisation
will educate the class in its
own class history and explain
its historical task the
overthrow of capitalism?

The necessity to have an
industrial strategy based on
all embracing political -and
economic perspective is
paramount, for we aspire to
envelop society as a whole in
socialism. We therefore do not
seek to pander to the existing

. |levels of consciousness and

merely serve the class in the
manner of the syndicalists.

Neither should we mistake
militancy unrelated to social-
ist objectives for the genuine
article, TOM HILLIER
(AEF) London NW.

Ford: was it
a sell-out?

1 MUST PROTEST at the
Ford headline in Socialist
Worker (22 March 69). Your
capacity for understatement is

grotesque,

‘Union leaders make
dangerous concessions. Surely
such a statement must

compare with the Communist
Party’s ‘tragic error’ of fhe
Russian invasion of Czechos-
lovakia. The issue at Ford
was basically one of penalty
clauses and the setilement
has recognised them

principle. When, may I ask,
does & concession become &

_the divisive
m?

sell-out?

Down the
slippery slope

Our slogan is: ‘You cannot
trust the Tories’. You

cannot trust them because

they don’t understand the

economics of expansion, the

theory that you will only
increase: wealth by spreading
it. When the general election
comes we shall make il a

national remembrance day

for the Rent Act and for what
the government has done to

our coal and cotfon

industries,’ September 1959

Following Tory victory at

at the polls: ‘The working
class movement has been
divided and weakened. The
call must be for political and
not merely industrial
militancy on the part of trade
unions. We have affirmed our

belief that it is impossible
for us to achieve the moral
and social aims for which we
stand — a just society, the
dignity of the individual,
full democracy, the end of
the exploitation of man by
man throughout the world —
unless we transform the

economic base of our

society and make it one in
which common ownership is
predominant. Only in this way
can we subordinate the
growing power of private
economic giants in the
common interest.’ March 1959.

On equal pay for women:
‘Women have waited long
enough for this elementary

“piece of justice. The only

answer now is legislation

and I'm delighted that a
Labour govemment is pledged
to introduce this.’ May 1968.
‘1 am not going to

preside over a prices and
incomes policy under which
we tell our people that they
have just got to grin and

bear things for the next two
years. They are a spirited
lot and they won't do it
anyway. Harold Wilson has
put me in this job to find
ways by which we can all
help ourselves to an improve-
ment in the guality of our
lives within the context of
the essential economic
policy.’ April 1968

‘Any individual increases in
top salaries are as much
subject to the influence

of the prices and incomes
policy as any wage in this
land . . . I will never ask
wage earners in this country
to hold back and make
sacrifices if people with top
salaries are not going to
show any sense.’ July 1968.

‘I am profoundly convinced
that the operation of the
prices and incomes policy
enables us to concentrate on
the continuation of the
reforms which benefit the
workers, the industry and the

nation.’ December 1968

Scanlon, if he is a genuine
militant socialist leader,
should have stated publicly
from the outset that penalty
clauses were non-negotiable.

This would have been a
rallying call for the already
militant rank and file. Instead
he kept quiet, preferring
confidential negotiations
which inevitably excluded the
mass of strikers and reduced
rank and file influence to
almost nothing.

Had he made such a state-
ment it would also have put
pressure on the AEF right-
wing. Any reversal of policy
by =~ the _ right-dominated
National Executive would

N¢

THIS ARTICLE is a cont-
ribution to the debate
that should be collective
and continuous — about our
industrial line.

Tactics and strategy in
a marxist organisation
should not simply be rec-
eived uncritically from
leading comrades and
treated as Holy Writ.
Originally, woocialist Wor-
ker took a line of outright
opposition to productivity
deals.” For example, issue
no 97 (23 Nov 68) ran an
editorial headed °‘Engineers:
say no to prod deals' and
went on to argue for a straight
increase, without strings.
Since then, wiser counsels
have come to prevail. Many
experienced comrades have
been arguing that outright
opposition would ‘cut us off
from the class’ and that
the stewards who turn down a
30s increase because of the
attached speed-up would be
dismissed or rejected by the
workers.

Tactically wrong

These ideas were upper-
most at the recent IS indus-

trial confer are
liable to be a the
Easter conferenc s week-

end.

So far, the best staiement
of the position 1 am critici
ing is Chris Davi
in issue no 110
In the midst of an excellent
and sensititve analysis, com
rade Davison says it is
tactically and politically
wrong to *maintain a complete
and absolute opposition to
productivity and all its works.’

Tactically, because the
costs” of productivity incr-
eases are not felt by the
majority of workers until
later.

Politically, because work-
ers are naturally attracted to
the bosses' propaganda about
‘efficiency’, 'modernisation’,
‘science’ and ‘planning’—to
which we (correctly) must
counterpose socialist produc-
tivity, for need and not for
profit. -

S

Bosses’ victory

Thus,the outright ‘no’ isol-
ates the militant and gives
the bosses a propaganda
victory.

What we need is a list of
demands that will give the
stewards the initiative and
the workers the offensive,
The article lists nine sugges-
tions, including noredundancy
stewards at all negotiations,
rank and file veto, etc.

‘None of this alters one
bit our basic attitude to
productivity’, Chris Davison
concludes.

Now, there need be no
split here if the steward has
in fact lost the principle. But
t{he changing emphasis of

n struggle

It is essential that some
lessons are learnt from Ford,

then have exposed that body
to the mass of the member-

ship. :
Instead ‘quietism’ and
traditional methods gagged

the militants.

I am not sure which is the
most worrying
failure to give the lead, or

Socialist Worker's dilutism.
J. C. URE, Leeds IS.

NEXT WEEK

Easter:

the Irish revolution
of 1916
a special article

Scanlon’s

h
it

se in battle on the shop floor
Prod deals: will
total opposition cut

socialists off
from militant workers?

Sociali
on the L
rade Dav

It is
need a 1i
relevant
those

above and th
heaven we're formulating
them). But we do not only
need those demands.
They should be regarded
as a second-ditch line of
defence, to which we are
forced when the militancy,
consciousness and solidarity
of the workers is insufficient
to carmry the first Socialist
Worker line,
However, IS should argue,
and be seen to argue, tha
prod deals aim at speed-up,
redundancy, mobility — meas-
ures tailored to increasing
the profitability of capital
and to control of the bosses.
This must be done by the
militant in public and if his
warnings of the long-term

by NIGEL COW

%

Argued out

But - the

issue should be
posed, argued out and sub-
mitted to a collective vote,

Otherwise,besides the pos-
sibility of compromise, when
our private beliefs are not
fought for publicly, there are

t |two deficiencies of making a

virtue ‘of the practical and
possible:

1. We will be saying some-
thing very like the Communist
Party line of'we're suspicious
of prod deals and we'll
scrutinise each one carefully’.
We do not say this, do we?

ARD

those comrades who adhere
to the crude 1902 position of
Lenin. Let them act in rel-
ation to their assertion that
the class can only achieve
‘economistic’(i.e, tradeunion)
consciousness by itself!

For the rest of us, it is
surely necessary that, in
treating consciousness as 8
real point of departure, we
lose no opportunity of making
our position clear. :
_ OQutright opposition by
itself will not do, but that
does not mean we do not
voice our political reasoning—
even if we lose.

Nigel Coward is a member
of the Associationof Teachers

in Technical Institutions.
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Tories disrupt

all-in schools

From CHRISTINE PROTZ

THE TORY-CONTROLLED
ittee, -whose vice-chairman

paringey education comm-
is headmaster of Highgate

public school, have pushed through a plan to gerry-
mander comprehensive schools.The scheme willinvolve

the specific selection of
basis of academic ability.

immigrant children on the

The plan is to alter the comprehensive schools in
the north Loondon borough by, a process of ‘banding’ in
the primary schools, which is in effect streaming by
assessment from the age of seven for selection at 11.

Scanlon sets
the pace
at Sheffield

From JOHN STRAUTHER
THE WORKERS' CONTROL
conference, which met in
Sheffield last weekend, was
the most important of these
annual events to have so far

taken place.
The included leading
militant shop stewards such

as Sid Harraway of Dagenham
and Paddy Toombe, the rec-
ently sacked ICI convenor, as
well as trade union officials
like John Cousins of the
TGWU, a number of Labour
MPs and, for the first time,
many Communist Party mem-
betrs, led by industrial “organ-
iser Bert Ramels m.
Politically, it must be
said that the conference was
carefully managed by the

organisers to contain it
within strictly  reformist
limits.

The keynote was set b
Hugh Scanlon,the AEF presid-
ent, who delivered a speech
affiining the principles of
workers industrial and

olitical control which might
ave sounded more credible
had it not contrasted with his
recent role in ending the
Ford dispute.

Support for strike

The main conference res-
olution called for the estab-
lishment of a ‘workers cons-
ultancy® service to advise on
productivity deals. ;

A second resolution supp-
orted the May 1st strike and
called for local action comm-
ittees to organise it, and an
uncompromising fotal reject-
ion of In Place of Strife.

‘fhe implementation of the
second resolution was not
discussed and when the con-
tent of the first was severely
criticised from the floor, it
was defended by organiser
Ken Coates with the watch-
word ‘moderate in form, rev-
olutionary in content’.

The main lesson which
emerged from the conference,
and which the organisers
should know from the history
of previous workers’ control
movements (such as the shog
stewards in the First Worl
War) is that unless it is
linked with a revolutionary
political programme and org-
anisation, workers® control
can become no more than a
reformist slogan meaning all
things to all men.

Giant firms
cash in

WORKERS  suffer
wage freeze, rising prices
an rocketing rents, the
bosses suffer no such restr-
aint. Profits continue to soat.

Figures for March announ-
ced this week show that the
Eroﬂts for all industries rose
vy 29.7 per cent, compared
with increases of 14.6 per
cent in January end 17.2 per
cent in February.

The profits rise for the
first quarter of 1969 is 24.8'
per cent compared with 22 per
cent for the last quarter of
1968.

Top firms for March in the
‘screw the workers league’
were Shell Transport (up 34.2
per cent) and ICI t(3'4.9 per
cent). ICI's pay offer to 1its
workers — linﬁed to increased
productivity, of course — was
tumed down by the Prices and
Income= Roard last week.
ave risen steadily
{ 18 months since
Dividends in
0o showed a rise of
1 t compared with 3.9
r cent in January and 3.1
er cent in February.

WHILE

The committee claim
that selection at 11 will
ensure an even dispersal
of academic levels through
the borough’s 11 compreh-
ensive schools.

But the report also hints
at a proposal to cut down the
sixth forms in some schools
and it is clear that the aim is
to improve the academic stan-
ding and equipment of a
number of schools fto the
detriment of others.

None of theseill-conceived
proposals appears to be
substantiated by evidence.Ex-
cept where unofficial select-
ion has already taken place,
the comprehensive schools
seem to have a reasonable
spread of academic levels.
The Tories’ prediction of
high concentrations of immig-
rant children in secondary
schools is even more suspect.
Many of the ‘immigrants’ are.
children born in Britain
and they have received an all-
English education,

Ghetto schools

1t is not possible that
there could be a majority
concentration of immigrants
in any one of the massive
comprehensives — unless by
a process of selection. The
scheme could well produce
the ‘ghetto schools' which
the Tories say they want to
avoid. :

Before putting forward
their plan which will
a.utoma.tica.llf pass through the
Tory-controlled council — the
committee made no attemptto
assess the views of the
parents of primary children
or teachers.

Many members of the
education committee, includ-
ing the teacher represent-

atives, were presented with
the report without any prior
consultation and very little
evidence. The preliminary
report on which the proposals
are based is strictly unavail-
able to anyone who might be
concemned.

Opposition vital

The proposals, which are
selective against the working
class, both black and white,
will be pushed into operation.
But demonstrations and
getiticms are being organised

y various grougs — a parents
group, the North Lonlon West
Indian Association and local
International Socialists.

1t is urgent that opposition
to the measures must be
mobilised among the teachers
and working-class parents of
all nationalities, unless
further class and racial
divisions are to be perpetuat-
ed in the schools.

The West Indian Standing
Conference may report the
schools scheme to the Race
Relations Board.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MAY DAY GREETINGS, Socialist
Worker will print greetihgs from
trade union and socialist organ-
isations. 18 a line -~ proceeds to
Fighting Fund. Copy by April 26.

GLASGOW: Socialist Worker
discussion on productivity deals,
Christien  Institute, Bothwell
Street, Wednesday April 8,7.80.

CIVIL RIGHTS Conference,
Conway Hall, London WC1, Sat
April 19, 11,80-6. Meeting to
form People's Democracy in
London to plan solidarity and
action with civil rights campaign
in Ireland. If you want to attend
B.McCabe, 10 Honey-
Hatfield, Herts.

apply to
suckle Qardens,

TRIBUNE - the leading socialist
woekly. Absolutely essential
reading for every socialist,
radical and revolutionary . Every
Friday from newsagents or 24 St
John St London EC1.

NORTH LONDON SQUATTERS
need money — to Pam Westgate, 8
Dene Mansions, Dennington Park

Janet Powell 38a Pethertom Rd
Nb 228-3740.

Rd, NW8.Time/furniture/storage / |~
transport/legal advice offers teo |©

COURSE WE

BIAFAANS ARENT

,?anme» OF THE NIGERIANS,
ITS THE BRIMSH BoMBS THAT
TERRIFY US...

Chemical workers
stage lightning
strikes over pay

From TREV CAVE
BILLINGHAM:- A wave of
militancy has spread through
one of Teesside’'s largest
chemical plants in the last
week, with members of the
Transport Workers’ Union
staging the first of a series of
32-hour strikes,

The men are in dispute
with the bosses over a prop-
osed work-measured incentive
scheme. The plant is British
Titan Products, which prod-
uces pigment.

The dispute involves 450
TGWU membpers., Support has
been 100 per cent strong,
even though this is only the
second strike since the plant
opened before the last war,

In March 1968 management
and officials of the unions
signed the ‘York agreement’
to accept in principle the
introduction of work-study.By
March this year only two
schemes had been presented
and both were unacceptable
to the workers as they con-
tain no incentive bonus.

The workers have lost £1
a week for the last 12 months
while they have waited for
the new scheme.

No enthusiasm

The management think their
new schemes are excellent.
One offered to the packers
means they will have to do
50 per cent more work fto
earn an extra 10s a week. The
second scheme only demands
a mere 25 per cent more work
for the coveted 10s.

The BTP workers did not
share the bosses' enthusiasm
for the schemes. The TGWU

withdrew from the national
agreement and demanded that

shop stewards should be
fully consulted by the man-
agement in the drawing up of
any scheme or payment for
loss of earnings in the last
year.
The

bosses would not

give an inch on these dem-
The workers held a

ands.
mass meeting and- decided
unanimously to strike

There will be” weekly
lightning strikes as well as
a work-to-rule, a ban on
overtime and a policy of non-
coogemtion with the manage-
ment.

Volunteer force

The first stoppage was a
complete success. Craftsmen
have refused to work without
their mates during strike
periods.

The bosses recruited a
*volunteer’ force from the
staff to man the plants but
the operation was a farce.
Work-study men were put on a
job they had previously ass-
essed for the scheme in
dispute and only managed a
small proportion of the quota
they had set.

BTP workers want no rep-
etition of what happened
recently at Wilton ICI, where
a senior shop steward was
sacked topave the way forthe

latest manpower and product-

ivity scheme.

The bosses have called in
national officers of the TGWU.
Titan workers must demand
full consultation and particip-
ation in all negotiations and
no sell-out to the manage-
ment.

Ford men
leave 'no
strike’ union

From ROSS HILL
LIVERPOOL:- The effect of
the Halewood sirike at Ford
is still being felt on Mersey-
side. After such a magnificent
effort by the Halewood stew-
ards and their members, ‘wor-
kers are straining their eyes
frying to find the scabs', a
TGWU steward told me.

But although the shop
floor scabs are almost invis-
ible, the scabs on certain
union executives are plain to
see, It is wunderstood that
Lord Cooper of the General
and Municipal Workers Union
was willing to pay hardship
pay to his members at Hale-
wood if they ftried to break
the picket line. ;

Rather than do that, the
men have decided to break
Lord Cooper instead. The two
GMWU branches have been
dissolved by their 2000 mem-
bers, who are hoping to
transfer to the TGWU.

It is likely that the GMWU

top brass will try to invoke
the notorious ‘Bridlington
Agreement’ to prevent them
joining the union of their
choice. A campaign must be
launched to smash the agree-
ment,
. Last Thursday the Liver-
pool District Committee of
the Plumbing Trades Union
now merged with the Cannon}
Mark Young ETU outfit, called
for the expulsion of Mark
Young for his role in the
Ford strike.

Halewood stewards

Recent articles inSocialist
Worker suggested there had
been some lack of contact
between shop stewards and

Ford strike. It should have
been made clear that this
criticism in no way applied
to the Halewood plant where
the stewards were in constant
communication with the men.
We are sorry for any misund-
erstandings the articles may
have caused.

Building lock-out
may go to CIR

WILL THE Ivy Bridge lock-
out at Isleworth, Middlesex,
be the first case to be refer-
red to the new Commission
for Industrial Relations?

There is growing suspic-
ion that the CIR, headed by
£12,500 a year George Wood-
cock, is anxious to get its
new-found claws into the
dispute

1t is now 26 weeks since
the gates at the site closed
on 500 workers

Turriffs has made its
conditions for re-opening the
site abundantly clear a
return to lower bonus rates
and no reinstatement for the
pickets. While the workers
are willing to get on with the
job and leave fhe question of
bonus rates for further negot-
iation, they are not willing to
yield to ‘management victim-
isation.

Politicians gang up

from page one

ion, the opposition leaders
also stand no chance of
getting a foothold in power.
The tiger may growl to get
them into power but when it
rises to its feet, both regime
and critics flee together.

In response o the threat of
popular power, there is an
amazing realignment of all the
old enemies — from the obsc-

urantist religious Right
(Jamaat-i-Islami), the
incialist Right Mu
Rahman), the

(Muslim IL.eague

the middle cl

(Asghar Khan), &

edly Left (Bh

of
o1

Moscow wing
Awami Party).

_ The only 0 Seems
to have escap
less ca

martial law, the NAP has
not issued any call for theé
struggle to be continued and,

articularly, for West Pakis-

tani strikers to foster mutiny
in the amy.

To do that is for the NAP
to align itself unequivocally
with a national classstruggle,
rather than flirting with East
Pakistani separatism.

As it is, for the moment,
of the East have
iet. Under cover

the villages

fu_rge opposition

newly despatched to the East
have purged the country of
the ‘unrespectable’ opposition.|

Workers will discover this
week that the pay increases
for which they have fought
over the past month are nof
going to be paid. It will then
become clear whether an
authentic working-class opp-
osition is prepared to resume
the struggle.

It will have to be on a
massive scale to prevent the
barbarous provisions of the

1 > ng

the rank and file during the|fu

CHALLINOR's
CHOICE

Down, boy,

down...

WHY IS BRITAIN the most
loyal and devoted ally of
American capitalism? Behind
political subservience lies
economic dependence.

Recently Fred Catherwood,
director of the National Econ-
omic Development Council,
talked about US capital’s
penetration of the British
economy: ‘WUnited States
controlled companies account
for 13 per cent of indusfry
capital expenditure, with the
highest proportion in cars,
petroleum, . computers and
office machines. By contrast,
US investment in other West~
em European countries acec-
ounts for only 4 to 5 per cent
of capital investment in those
countries.’

In & recent PEP pamphlet,
Professor Dunning suggests
that this process is likely
to continue at an increasing
tempo. He estimates that bl‘;
1981 a gquarter of the Britis
econamy will be controlled by
American capital,

Obviously, this type of
thing must influence the
Foreign Office response to
de Gaulle’s plea for Britain
to adopt a more independent
stance on world affairs.

With so much belonging to
American capitalists around,
it does not pay to do anything
that might antagonise them,
Be tter behave as Uncle Sam’s
obedient poodle.

Which college did

you escape from?

WHAT WITH BARS TO
the windows 2t Hormnsey
College of Art and iron gates
at LSE, it seems as if the
penitentiary-look is the con-
temporary style for places of
higher leaming. Doubtless
Dartmoor will provide the
architectural inspiration for
university buildings of the

ture., <
But it would be interesting
to know if the authorities in
their enthusiasm for bars —
and not the kind in which I
take an intense personal
interest — had bothered to
consult the fire prevention
officers first.

For example, are the
governors of Hommsey aware
that 22 people recently per-
isned in Glasgow because
they were unable to make a
uickr’ exit through the win-
OwWSs Y

The dialectics of

having vour nookie

PETER SEDGWICK ofIS has
recently attacked the theories
of Herbert Marcuse, the
philosopher of student revolt.
One of the most fascinating
questions to arise is; Where
is the best place to have
sexual intercourse?

In his book One-Dimension-

al Man,Marcuse suggests that

the environment of capitalism
and its technology militate
against sexual fulfilment. He
compares the prospect of
ma,kin% love in a car or on a
Manhattan street with doing it
in a meadow or near a lovers’
walk.

In the former, capitalist
technology intrudes whereas
with the latter, place and
purpose harmonise,

But Peter argues that
Marcuse has made a false
comparison. Had Marcuse
compared ‘a damp, cold, bug-
ridden meadow’ with the
erotic environment usually
provided by capitalist techn-
ology — namely, a bed — then
‘nature’s advantages might
have been less apparent.’

From my own practical
experiments on this interest-
ing theoretical problem 1 _am
inclined to come down on the

side of spring mattresses.
e e

SEDGWICK'S  critique of
Marcuse on the whole range of
current political and philos-
ophical issues is, I think,

| correct.

It would bea pity, however,
Marcuse’s mistakes on
temporary problems should
us to forget his exposit-
f marxism which is the
clearest yet written.
"Reason and Revol-
as been my constant
n since 1955.

ow it has been re-issued
outledge & Kegan Paunl
rback. Let me rec-
nd it to all readers.

r

: -Ray Challinor




