
Lynne Stewart has devoted her life to the oppressed — a constant advocate for

the countless many deprived in the United States of their freedom and their rights. 

Unjustly charged and convicted for the “crime” of providing her client with a

fearless defense, the prosecution of Lynne Stewart is an assault upon the basic

freedoms of us all. 

After years of post-conviction freedom, her bail was revoked arbitrarily and

her imprisonment ordered, precluding surgery she had scheduled in a major

New York hospital. 

The sinister meaning of the relentless persecution of Lynne Stewart is unmistakably clear. Given her age and

precarious health, the ten-year sentence she is serving is a virtual death sentence. 

Since her imprisonment in the Federal Prison in Carswell, Texas her urgent need for surgery was delayed 18

months — so long, that the operating physician pronounced the condition as “the worst he had seen.” 

Now, breast cancer, which had been in remission prior to her imprisonment, has reached Stage Four. It has

appeared in her lymph nodes, on her shoulder, in her bones and her lungs. 

Her daughter, a physician, has sounded the alarm: “Under the best of circumstances, Lynne would be in a battle

of the most serious consequences with dangerous odds. With cancer and cancer treatment, the complications can

be as debilitating and as dangerous as the cancer itself.” 

In her current setting, where trips to physicians involve attempting to walk with 10 pounds of shackles on her

wrists and ankles, with connecting chains, Lynne Stewart has lacked ready access to physicians and specialists

under conditions compatible with medical success. 

It can take weeks to see a medical provider in prison

conditions. It can take weeks to report physical changes

and learn the results of treatment; and when held in the

hospital, Lynne has been shackled wrist and ankle to the

bed. This medieval “shackling” has little to do with any

appropriate prison control. She is obviously not an

escape risk. 

We demand abolition of this practice for all prisoners,

let alone those facing surgery and the urgent necessity

of care and recovery. 

It amounts to cruel and unusual punishment, in violation

of human rights. 

www.lynnestewart.org 

“It i
s devast

ating, totally
 

unbeliev
able. Is

 this in
 a democracy

,  

the only su
perpower? I

 am sad. I w
ill si

gn.  

Prayin
g God’s blessi

ngs on your effo
rts.”

   D
esmond Tutu

“Lynne Stewart s
hould be outa ja

il!”

PETITION TO FREE LYNNE STEWART:
SAVE HER LIFE — RELEASE HER NOW!

Please turn �

©
 R

O
SE

 M
A

LD
O

N
A

D
O

©
 P

A
U

L 
C

H
A

N

Lynne Stewart and her husband Ralph Poynter



There is immediate remedy available for Lynne Stewart.

Under the 1984 Sentencing Act, after a prisoner request,

the Bureau of Prisons can file a motion with the Court

to reduce sentences “for extraordinary and compelling

reasons.” Life threatening illness is foremost among

these and Lynne Stewart meets every rational and

humane criterion for compassionate release. 

To misconstrue the gravamen of this compassionate

release by conditioning such upon being at death’s door

— released, if at all, solely to die — is a cruel mockery

converting a prison sentence, wholly undeserved, into a

death sentence. 

The New York Times, in an editorial (2/12), has

excoriated the Bureau of Prisons for their restrictive

crippling of this program. In a 20-year period, the

Bureau released a scant 492 persons — an average of 24 a year out of a population that exceeds 220,000. 

We cry out against the bureaucratic murder of Lynne Stewart. 

We demand Lynne Stewart’s immediate release to receive urgent medical care in a supportive environment

indispensable to the prospect of her survival and call upon the Bureau of Prisons to act immediately. 

If Lynne’s original sentence of 28 months had not been unreasonably, punitively increased to 10 years, she

would be home now — where her medical care would be by her choice and where those who love her best

would care for her. Her isolation from this loving care would end. 

Prevent this cruelty to Lynne Stewart whose lifelong commitment to justice is now a struggle for her life. 

Free Lynne Stewart Now! 
Ralph Poynter and Family 

To FMC Carswell Warden Joe Keffer and Bureau of Prisons Director Charles E. Samuels, Jr.: I support Lynne
Stewart’s application for compassionate release and urge you to file the appropriate motion with the Court. 

NAME (BOTH PRINT & SIGN) 

CITY STATE EMAIL OR ADDRESS

Sign online at: 
www.change.org/petitions/petition-to-free-lynne-stewart-save-her-life-release-her-now-2 or

The mailing address to make a donation and 
to return your signed petition is: 
Lynne Stewart Organization

1070 Dean Street, Brooklyn, NY 11216

ralph.poynter@yahoo.com

To send Lynne a letter, write: 
Lynne Stewart #53504-054

Federal Medical Center, Carswell

PO Box 27137, Ft. Worth, TX 76127
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