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Russian troops at the ready

“Put your house in
order—or we’ll knock it
down for you”. This was
the blunt warning lurking
beneath the diplomatic
wording of a letter sent
by the Soviet Communist
Party to its Polish sister
party last week.

The 7-page letter was
effectively a call on pro-
Moscow hardliners within
the Polish Communist Party
to oust the present Party
leader Stanislaw Kania and
to implement an immediate
crackdown on  political
opposition both inside and
outside the Party.

If no such crackdown
took place, the letter tacitly
suggested, then there would
be no alternative but an
invasion. -

Compromise

But Kania stood his
ground against this attack.
While himself promising to
launch a crackdown on polit-
ical opposition, he defended
his own approach of seeking
to defuse Solidarity’s
demands through reform and
compromise.

And his stand won the
backing of the most influ-
ential forces on the Polish
Central Committee. The
Moscow line succeeded In
enlisting the support primar-
ily of the disgruntled and
isolated Stalinist old guard +
almost a#ll of whom have
already been stripped of

their positions and rejected
by those party members
they are supposed to repres-
ent. .
In what amounted to two
separate votes of confidence
in the Kania leadership, the
pro-Moscow faction secured

“the backing of little more

than 20 out of the 120 CC
members at the meeting.

Rebuff

Kania’s support came
largely from the provincial
parties, factory representa-
tives and the military—those
still holding office and feel-
ing it necessary to respond
to the feelings of the rank

and file.

This rebuff to an unusu-_

ally open move by Moscow
to influence the Polish Party
poses Brezhnev with a major
headache as the date for the
Polish CP congress looms
ever closer.

His initial letter had been
prompted by the growing
recognition in the Kremlin
that the pressire of the
working class is now placing
a question mark over the
reliability of the Polish Com-
munist Party itself.

Defeated

Seasoned Stalinist
stalwarts are finding them-
selves defeated by militant
opponents in the elections of
delegates to next month’s
party congress.

Already over one-third of
the Polish CP’s 3 million
members have joined the

B Affiliated to the Trotskyist International Liaison Committee

Happier times: Kania with Brezhney

while the
militancy within the working

independent union Solidar-

ity —leaving the old
“official”’ unions nothing
but an empty shell.

150,000 Party members
have resigned in disgust at
their leaders’ opposition to
Solidarity.

But others have taken the
fight into the Party itself—
often  with  devastating
results for the old bureau-
cratic Party chiefs.

Party meetings are
beginning to
political debate as sections
of workers begin to raise
demands for democratic
reforms and accountability
of their leaders.

Hopes of either drawing
the Solidarity leaders into
the apparatus of the state or
seeking through an influx of
party members to exert
some control over Solidarity
have been dashed.

The militancy of the
working class keeps Solidar-

ity leaders ¥nder constant

seethe with

pressure same
class membership of the
Communist Party has helped
bring about the purge of
over 70,000 party bureau-
crats since the mass struggles
began last August.

wonder therefore
that it is the crumbling
control of the leadership
over the Party which is the
major focal point of the
criticisms and threats in
Brezhnev’s letter. It com-
plains for instance that:

“In the past period the
situation inside the PUWP
[Communist Party] itself
has become a subject of par-
ticular concern. Little more
than a month remains before
the Party congress. Despite
this, it is the forces hostile
to socialism who are more
and more setting the pace in
the campaign for the elec-
tion of delegates and of the
leadership bodies.”

Small

It is this analysis which
underlies the repeated asser-
tion in Brezhnev’s letter that
“anti-socialist”, ‘‘anti-com-
munist” and “anti-Soviet”
forces are gaining the upper
hand in Poland:

“They are carrying out a
struggle for power and are
already winning it.”

There is an open call for
the reimposition of full-
scale censorship:

“We
attention to the fact that the
enemy had gained control of
the mass information media
which, for the greater part,
had become instruments of
anti-socialist activities and
which were being used to
undermine socialism and dis-
organise the party.”

The letter complains that

Polish leaders Kania and
Jaruszelski, even after
verbally agreeing with
Moscow’s criticisms, had

done nothing to change their
“policy of concessions and
compromise’:

“One  position  after
another was surrendered
without taking into account
the documents of the last
Central Committee plenum,
drawing attention to the

counter revolutionary
threat.”
The fact that the same

K ania and -Jaruszelski have
now secured a substantial
vote of confidence from the
(entral Committee poses
problems both in Warsaw

called particular

- Stalinists

Why workers should
back Palestinian

cause—p.5

Red Yout

SUPPLEMENT

and in Moscow.

The Warsaw leaders now
have to make good some of
the pledges they have just
made to crack down on
political dissidents and reim-
pose censorship.

They have talked of
tightening restrictions on the
possession and use i private
duplicators and o= unofficial
publications.

Situation bleak

They have announced
plans to get industry work-
ing six days a week by the
introduction of shift work —
a move likely to be resisted
by many militants.

But for Moscow the new

situation is also bleak. They
have not simply failed to
oust Party leaders they find
unacceptably weak: they
have in the process demon-
strated for all to see how
weak is the popular base of
their most loyal followers.
-~ The letter may have
attracted a group of Polish
prepared -to
endorse an invasion: but the
isolation of these leaders
from the masses also con-
firms the huge scale of
popular opposition such an
invasion would confront.

But it would be wrong
to conclude that their polit-
ical weakness in Poland will
force the Moscow leaders to
take no action.

On - the contrary, the
more tenuous bureaucratic
control becomes in Poland,
the more the Moscow leaders

are forced to contemplate

~desperate military measures.

to crush the forward move-
ment of the Polish masses.

The fact is that—just like
the Polish bureaucrats—the
power and privileges of the
Kremlin leaders rest not on
their ownership of factories.
or other means of produc-
tion but on their ability to|
retain their control over|
those means of production
through police terror and
repression of all forms of]
political opposition. |

This is why the Kremlin|
bureaucrats look with horror
at the emergence of Solid-
arity as the organised expres-
sion of the demands and self-
confidence of the Polish
working class: and why they
look with dismay at the
success of  Solidarity’s|
challenges to the power of|
the state.

They fear that the
momentum of the struggles
in Poland will permanently @
undermine the power of the
Polish Stalinist leadership—
and spread across Poland’s
borders into other deformed
workers’ states and into the
USSR itself.

In Poland alone it is
estimated that some 750,000
of the 3 million-strong CP
occupy full-time party posts
carrying varying degrees of
power and material privilege.
The numbers of such bureau-

Cont’d p.2, col 5.



Francois Mitterand ,hqs party commissions, and also  giving a new weight to the
been that of Regis as ‘his ‘calling card’ in tours  nations taking their positions  Debray will be of enormous
Debray as the chief of his of Mexico, Cuba, Venezuela between Washington and  value to Mitterand in Latin
secretariat for foreign andlCostlagl;}]ca.-D.b Moscow.’ o ~ Amefica, where there exist
ffairs - In Debray was This of course is no more  enormous  markets for
. | | awarded the literary prize than the old style ‘third French  high technology
| The appointment has Prix I'emina for his novel worldism’ of the 1960s exports—particularly in tele-
1 __generate,d a storm of critic- ‘La neige brule’, (The Snow dressed up in modern communications and nuclear
ism and calumny in the Burns) and donated the clothes. However, Debray = power. |
money to the Ligue Com- thinks that things are As arepresentative of the

L]

One of the most inter-

esting of the political
appointments made by

capitalist press around the
world, with accusations fly-

Mitterand was quick to
make use of Debray’s intel-
lectual abilities in various

muniste Revolutionnaire, the
French section of the United

B - -
- 3 . K

around the world, putting an
end to the present bipolarity

- of international politics and

actually even better than
that: «
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ing them to the MRG and to

Jobert.

There is no' doubt 'tha't

‘revolutionary’ generation of .

the 1960s, Debray will have

ing against Mitterand of - |
having prought_ in a ‘revolu- Secretariat . of the Fourth “The election of a social-- an automatic entree with
tionary’. S | - International. o " ist president of France is any new left wing govern-

Debray’s ‘revolutionary By July 1979 his ‘revol- =~ undeniably going to contri- ment of any complexion in
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Latin America, and will give
French exports a massive
competitive lead over the
USA. | '.
It is also likely that he.

utionary’ credentials still
seemed to hold good, as he
was one of the first visitors
to the victorious Sandinistas
in Nicaragua.

bute to preventing a drift to
cold war which has been
.visible in recent years, but a
Soviet gilitary adventure in
Poland would bring an end

credentials, such as they are,
_ are based on his period with
‘ Che Guevara among the
Bolivian guerrillas in 1967,

and before that in the -
Venezuelan Castroite move- A . tastc of Debray’s to detente.” will be put to work recon-
; ment. present  politics can be He is of course careful to  structing relations with the

In this sense, Deb.,ray‘

embodies a great deal of the
experience of the petit bour-

obtained - from his most
recent published interview,

just two weeks before his

appointment to Mitterand’s

add that he thinks such an

hypothesis ‘improbable’.
There are indications of a

slide' towards anti-commun-

states of francophone Africa.

Mitterand’s support for de

Gaulle in the Algerian war’
is still vividly recalled, and

geois revolutionists in the
: period since the Cuban revo- secretariat, given to the ism in Debray’s interview. stands as a barrier to his.
lution and the containment Danish journal, ‘Informa- He believes that the French  present ‘‘socialist” credib-
of that revolutionary tion’. | Communist Party cannot ility. "
In his view, the election = play any important part in Some such figure as
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impulse by Stalinism.
Debray was one of tens

of thousands of revolution-

aries who was led by the

Cuban revolution to believe

in the possibility of the
guerrilla method as a means

- of overthrowing capitalism.

~Mitterand

revolutionaries came to be
channelled into  military
activities: and the problems
of building the revolution-

tured
years’ imprisonment in the
notorious Camiri prison, des-

and suffered threc

and saw the collapse of that

- regime.

On his return to France
he wrote a ‘self criticism’,

of Mitterand is an event of

global significance, because:

“The election of Francois
Mitterand could promote the
development of many
decision making centres

French political life because

of the desertion of the party
by its intellectuals. This is a
flimsy excuse indeed for
denying ministerial positions
to communists while grant-

Debray is therefore urgently

needed if France is to take

full advantage of the growing
fear of Gaddaffi’s interven-
tions in other North African

states.

For a long period this pite an enormous interna-

» l'or the extreme

view was predominant,
especially in Latin America.
Its long term effects have
been nothing but disastrous
for the workers and peasants
of Latin America.

~ All the energies of the

Left wing boost for

ary party in the towns and
cities were neglected.

The wave of guerrillaism
eventually broke against the
rock of US military support
and technique.

- Debray himself was cap-

tional
release.

campaign for his

*In 1970 he was released

by General Juan Jose Torres,
and took refuge in Allende’s
Chile. .
friend and adviser of Allende

There he became a

rejecting his earlier views on
armed struggle, and after a
period of sympathy for the
Althusserian current
French
eventually joined the Parti
Socialiste in 1974,

in the

Communist Party,

- French fascists o

Every political move-
ment must carry ‘with it
all the burdens of its own
history. |
right
wing, at least in Lurope, the
record of Hitler’s atrocitig
before and during the
Second World War stanas as
a massive obstacle to thc
building of any credible mass
movement.

"
3 £
B : - b 4,
.

More recently the world
has witnessed the appearance
of a singularly distasteful
movement .dignifying itself
with the title of ‘historical
revisionism’, the main tenet
of which is that the entire
history of the Sccond World

War nas boon falsified by

et and Botsheviks,
Cooreitts O RS VIEW

spen: greac deost of time n
+ « to prove that there

Socialist Press pamphlet on South Africa
" Price 60p (incl post) from WSL,
| - BMBox 5277, London WCIN 3XX.

~anti-fascist

was no genocide practiced
by the Nazis against the
Jews and others.

It would seem to be a
hopeless task, given the enor-

‘mous volume of documen-

tary evidence that exists, but
there now exists a small
group of fanatical ‘histor-
ians’ dedicated to publishing

refutations of cverything
that is known about the
holocaust.

Most of them  are

erouped together under the
umbrella of the ‘Institute for
Historical Review'.

One of the most recent
writers to contribute-to the
‘no holocaust’ propaganda is
one Robert Faurisson, a 52
year old lecturer who has

been engaged in a spirited.

written polemic with more

realistic historians over his-

repeated assertion that there
were no gas chambers. He
has gone so far as to accuse
his opponents of ‘manipula-
tion” and. ‘falsification of
texts’. o
During the first few days
of this month several groups
involved in anti-racist and
work, together
with associations represent-

-ing former members of the
Resistance and their tamilics-

and families of war dead,
came together to bring a civil
case against Monsieur
fFaurisson accusing him of
wilfulil falsification of
history. | |

Such cases are not unique

in France. A similar case was
brought - - against ~ Paul
Rassinicr.  The unique

feature of the 1 aurisson case
is that the publishers ot
Jraurisson’ss ety oare . an o

warning  to

obscure left wing group
called Vieille Taupe (Old
Mole).

It appears that Vieille
Taupe supports laurisson
not simply from a ‘free
speech’ position, but from a
basis of actually agreeing
with his assessment of the
historical evidence. -

They view as beneficial
any attempts to demolish
‘myths’. -
- This may be the first
occasion when the ‘revision-
ist’ virus has shown itself to
be capable of infecting parts
of the left wing, and it

should stand as a serious
~anti-fascists

" around the world.

In Britain groups such as
the . British Movement and
the League of St. George are
making increasing use of
material produced by the
‘historical revisionists’, par-

“ticularly in the BM papers

aimed at school students.

The verdict of the trial,
together with the result of a
counter-case  brought Dby
I'aurisson against one of his
critics, will be announced
later this month.

The whole bizarre affair
leaves the impression of the
complete inability of the

“Jegal system to deal with the
revival of the tar right, even -

in - the newly ‘socialist’
France. -

The closing moments of
the trial were marked by an

unanswered outery from one

of the accusing fawyers:

‘“Where are our families
Monsicur Faurisson? Where

" are our parents? Are they

~ hiding somewhere and ‘living .
 under false pames like. the
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The question remains
the same: who can

govern Italy?

But the answer last week
became more e¢lusive than

CveCl.

That ‘the

is because

answer has, -if possible, to

POLAND

From front page

crats in the Soviet Union
and in other states of
Eastern Europe are larger. |

It is these people who—|
in defence of their own|
positions—are warning ot the |

ented by Solidarity, and ]
called for measures to crush ;
the Polish mass movement.

As the Kania leadership
in Poland—its prestige tem-
porarily enhanced by its
stand against the Moscow
ultimatum —prepares for the
political test of next month’s
Party congress, the Kremiin
| teadership will be consider-
ing their next steps.

In 1968, under cover of
opposing “anti-soviet”
| forces, Kruschev sent
Russian troops into Czecho-
slovakia on the eve of the
Czech Party conference once
it became clear that the
established leadership was
losing control of the Party,

"~ The defence of the gains
made in Poland since the
strikes began last  August
demands mnot simply the
development of a conscious
revolutionary leadership in
the Polish working class, but
also the fight for solidarity
action by workers in the
USSR and other East kurop- -
ean states 1O Oppose any
moves to an invasion and

i

| bureaucratic.rujes -7
cg L Gy sl e

-

danger to ‘“socialism” repres-|

| the

satisfy two conditions: the
first is that the Prime
Minister cannot be a Chris-

“tian Democrat.

That seemed to be
proved last week when out-
going Premier  Arnaldo
Forlani abandoned his

efforts to form a new centre-

left coalition.
Corruption
This is because his party,'

the majority party of the
[talian bourgeoisie, 1S Nnow

more steeped than ever in.

the stench of corruption and
scandal—after a long list of
its senior members were
implicated in Licio Gelli’s
notorious masonic lodge,
known as P2.

If non-membership of
Christian - Democrats
were the only condition for
forming an Italian govern-

ment there would be few

problems.

There are plenty of

'wi’lling candidates for the

Premiership, in particular
Bettino Craxi, the Socialist

Party leader.

- Second condition

The trouble is that there
is a second condition: that
the Premier cannot be any-
thing other than a Christian
Democrat, because the Chris-
‘tian Democrats are unwilling
to relinquish ‘government
leadership which they have
monopolised since 1945,

If these two conditions
are absolutely rigid then

“jogically minded readers will
‘rightly conclude that it is
nvasion and 1 impossible to
mobilise:mass- opposition to

“form

) any
government-at all.

.. The same conciusion will

- taken

LIAN
RISI

sooner or later be reached
by the less logically minded
Italian political establish-
ment and the Socialist Party
President Sandro Pertini will
therefore have to call new
general elections.

ftalian politicians, how-
ever, are so terrified of sub-
mitting their besmirched

record to the electorate it

may Just be that one or
other of the.- conditions
prove less than absolute.

At present the leader of
the tiny bourgeois Republic-
an Party, Giovanni Spadolini
is now attempting to break
the- second condition by
forming the first post war
government led by a non-
Christian Democrat.

Same trick

Spadolini’s predecessor,
Ugo La Malfa who tried the
same trick two years ago,
failed to form a government

- and died shortly afterwards.

Even if Spadolini
succeeds in the lesser miracle
of forming a government it is
hard to believe him capable
of the greater miracle of

keeping in office for more’

than a few weeks. -
Elections now look
almost inevitable. But there

is little that they can ._.so.ll{.e o

- for the bourgeoisie.

Their most likely result
at present would be the

strengthening
munist Party which has been

relatively untainted by 'the.

recent scandals. -
[t is now Vvery unlikely

of the Com-

that any major- step will be .

until the parties

receive - a  sign
on june 21.
I -. o L . /-:. e /s'., .

results of the local elections ...~
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Fascists in Coventry
are continuing to pursue
their organised campaign

~of terror.

The change in the last
two weeks 1s that they are
carefully  planning
attacks and sclecting their
victims, Purther the attacks

re. now made. with the
intent to kill. o |
The © operation i1s being

followed at top level: photo-
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—for

their

employer  to

being
gay

"~ Susan  Shell the

latest victim of anti-gay
prejudice

employ-
ment.

Susan was sacked on May
{3 trom her job in a home
tor adolescent girls run by
the  1ondon Borough of
Barking. o -

When  the
Residential Care discovered
that  Susan  Shell was
lesbian  she  was asked to
resign and, when she retused,
was summartly dismissed.

This case tolHows others
i recent months in which
workers  have been sacked
tor  bemng gay. The most
publicised  have been  the
cases of Gordon Wiseman, d
fecturer in Salford and John
Saunders, a maintenance
worker at a Scottish youth
camp.

The legal decisions which

W '_.thL toilowcd‘thcsg sackings
that -
the unploy ment law cof
RBritain’

have now established
©asserts © that it s
“reasonable™ | for a1

worker tor being gay if their

work 1nvolves any contact

at all with young people.
This puts tens of thous-

ands ot gay people (espec-

tally 1n education and social
services) in danger of losing
their jobs and tforced to live
therr sexual hves i osecrecy
and dominated by fear.

This 18 a major issue tor
the whole fabour movement.

Susan Shell needs
immediate support from all

labour movement bodies.

But her detence must
also be seen as part ot a
campaign- to repeal the
present discriminatory legis-
lation and end the scandal of
anti-gay discrimination  at
work.

Socialist Press readers are
urged to put @ motion to
their- union or Labour Party
branch on the tfollowing
lines:

“This branch condemns

the action of the London:
| Borough of Barking in sack-
ing Susan Shell because she.

'is a lesbian. It demands her
immediate and uncondition-
al reinstatemen:.”

Copies of these moinwons
and/or equivalently worded
-petitions should be -sent to
Gay Rights:at - ‘Work, 7.
PkaWl\..k ~Court, London
SE9 4SA.

allow  the

Director = of

dismiss  a -

jail  sentences

. another
- court ruling.
© On June 10 all 90
threatened with

SOCTA LIST PR'ES'S,*Thumday 18 J’un'e,'- 1981

graphs of fascists at the May

23 demonstration  identity
no less than five senior
tascist leaders trom the NI,
NNI and BM. o

The apphication by the
NNIB to march through the

~predominantly black Ioles-

hill ‘arca on “Junc 20- the
same . day “ay an anti-fascist
rock’ festival- is” part of the
sa1me strategy to wind up the

pressure in Coventry..

The tascists kmm that 1t'

-they wcere to march mthou(

massive  police protgction,

they would not get one yard. -

But they. are’
the cowuardice and treachery
of the right wing leadership
of the tabour movement will
allow them to win a propa-
ganda victory.
Already
these traitors alongside those
of ‘the Tory press and race
relations industry,

laughable threat a credibihty
it does not deserve,

The tascists know that it
the march goes ahcad, the
many thousands of police
necded to protect them will
Tory press o
attack not only the anti-
fascists and the kibour move-

‘ment but also the bourgeors
democratic nght to demon-

strate.

it the march is banned

besides boosting therwr credi-

Dublin have defeated an

attempt to make 90 car

assembly workers redun-

dant.

started 7 in
the: company

Rumours |
January that
was going to phase-out car
assembly. The workers
ru.pondt,d by a one-day sit-
in and picket of the plant.

On March 23 90 redun-
dancies were announced and
the entire woikforce went
into occupation.

Management responded
with legal action against the
workers and on March 25
they were threatened "with
unless they
ended the occupation.

After initial  reststance
the workers ended the occu-
pation but continued with
strike action and a picket of
the plant.

Sit-in

At the beginning ot June
a group of workers staged

workers
redundancy were ottu',ed
Micnatve  cmnloyment in
heht engmaering i ™ W
of pay or benefnis. Thed

“were also oftered opportuni-
~ties of retraining.

The 90 car dsscmb!y mbs

Cbility . it

the screams of -

for a4 ban
on the march has given their

Hhave the nerve

sit-in detymg the.

wiil
labour movenient and anti-
fascist activity - thereby
gving the tfascists a breathing
space i which to launch
more terror attacks.

Socialist Press has consis-
tently argucd that the indiv-.
-1dual bravery of black youth - -
the tabour
‘movement will be sacriticed
tor nothing. if the struggle 1s

and militants ot

not at -the same time
launched against  those
‘fabour - movement  traitors

who consistently block the

tight to-crush the tascsts. .
acting 7 | o
1 boldly in the knowledge that

Political lead
The duty of all serious

militunts, within the labour
movement must be to give

the necessary political lead

at the same time as building
the immediate detence of
those under racist attack.
Those like the RCT who
try to build themselves on
the frustration of the youth,
not through political direc-
tion but shameless stunt
politics, cannot  be 100
strongly condemned.
Declaring  themscelves  as
“Coventry’s workers’  selt
detence squad’ tall half a
dozen of them), they then
to take the
press. on g Svighlante
to show how they
‘black

{orv
patrol™
are  “‘protecting’ the

............

1""3:.%”* ons

also ban all

white

movement
branch and ward 1S not the
simple matter of
motions  and

HY AT wn

.
2 N
- v

The first anti-fascist mobilisation-in C oventry's precinct

community.

They then disclam  all
responsibility  when cvery
attempt by the black and
[abour movement 1o
build a real workers anti-
fascist defence is labelled 1n
the press as being the work
of a London-based vigilante
PTOup. |

I ighting the labour
traitors In cvery

NTOPOSHIE
having  them
rejected: nor doos 1t entay
making  deals  with

irish car workers
victory on jobs

- After three months of
| 'md.u:_stnal action, workers -
at the Talbot plant in

.......
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Dublin workers marc h agamst tax increases
Anulldry workers™ at all

are going 1o the Dunlop

plant
jobs tor workers in the area.

The Talbot workers have
agreed to accepl this offer
but are retaining a picket
until the agreement is signed.

vceanwhile a strike over

ay and working conditions
by 120 ASTMS members at

the- Fducational . Buiding ..
Socicty has-now enlered m:.

: Lsinthweek.

Stnke

-

And o dume o oem e
and boidcrmen al e leree

"Rotunda Hospital in Dubhn

began an unofficial sirike. -

in Cork, ueatmg new

the . Dublin
‘Services . Board

tive industrial.
pursuit of a pay claim earlier
this ycar, while they awaited
the outcome of a Labour
Court Enquiry.
the Fnquiry

workers. claim- tor higher *
Cwages. A
- The porters .and - boiler-.

“men at the Rotunda Hospital.

}uuc given a lead-to alt the’ ~-only been-in. operation for 5

o~ i wmorkerce by taking
R L. R S
PR i t‘.in AL s RN wanTe

A VICTOTFY.

- ~beginning of July.

Volunt'ary -
“hospitals
“withdrew a threat -of selec-
action In-

On Junc 9 |
rejécted the

retorm;sts and ‘letts’ which
fizzle to nothing under a
right wing majority.

A basis exists for a real
fight inside the labour move-
ment tor workers’ solutions
to the fascist threat. |

The May 23 demonstra-
tion of 12,000 people repres-
ented a4 truly massive mobil-
isation tfor a city of the size
of Coventry. Further the
genuine fear and” contusion
ot the lett reformist leader-
<hip  provides  cnormous

Sortunities for the build-
1 anti-racist defence in

®
In the six counties on

8 June 200 redundancies -
R were announced at the
factory at.

Goodyear

Craigavon,

This follows the sacking
of 72 workers in the trans-
port department last week

“and the announcement that

8 - a4  further 210 _clerical -
| workers at the factory will
loose their jobs by the

The trade union | ledders

("""rather than giving a fead to
“the workforce in a fight to .
“save the jobs have instead

appealed to the company to

come clean about its future

plans which they predict will.

‘be - the cloqure of the entire
| factory.

On June 10, 630 workers
were sacked at Courtaulds in

.Campsie, Derry. This follows

the “sacking ‘of the cntire

workforcé at the. Carrick- -
“fergus factory inl ebruary of
3 thm year wﬁh the loﬁ‘; of 306

- jobs.

The € ampste factory has’

years and . received £20
mihon In oovemment funds.

r{?t * " "”ﬂ L et A 3 20 .O:f\
which Ras mfﬂtd £6

'employers

the labour movement,

The left can easily be
made to fight through a
mobilisation of support for
workers’ self

else to tum

‘Militants  while - totally
opposing all forms of state
bans on the fascists must

counter-propose the demand
movement

on the labour
leadership for facilities for
anti-racist defence. We must
demand offices, telephones.
printing  facilitics, trans-

nnlhon in - government sub-

_sidies made an average profit

of £1.7 -million in the ﬁrst"'

nine years of its operation.

The company say that‘

they lost £1.5 mﬂhon in

1980.
There are no mdlcatlons

that trade union leaders at
either factory are prepared

to wage a struggle agamst._
- companies

“who come to Ireland, attrac-
- ted by the p0331b111t1es of

multinational

fat profits at the expense of

" the 'workers, only  to with-
“draw once those pmﬁts are’
" threatened.

~ Workers at’ the Eumweld'
~ plant in East Belfast gave-a

- Jead to the workers inthe six

_countles by going into occu-

pation in February of this

year at the announcement.

of the closure of their
" factory—owned by PX
O’Neill of America..

-Workers ‘throughout . the |
: 32 counties are continually -
demonstratmg their willulg-;%,,'
~ ness to. fight - attacks by -
.on their jobs; -
“wages- and - Workmg een- :j

dmons. DR
" The-firemen; woﬂ(ers‘

Works department

- defence—
because they have nowhere.

port and finance as a first
step.

In every workplace where
workers are exposed to

~ danger from the fascists, the

bosses must be made to
finance labour movement -
protection. |

‘Blacking action must be
taken up by unions against

fascists in. schools, colleges
and factornies.
Enquiry
An Org'anis'edj labour

movement enquiry must be
~ set up in the West Midlands -
to investigate the fascists in .
every town, and. to. report -
regularly as to their move-
membershlp and '

“ments,
actmtles

Such an enquiry should -
be linked to a campaign to i
drive the fascists out of all

labour organisations.

Every inch that the. ngh’t "

wing -are forced to concede
- will allow the possiblhty of
brmgmg new layers into the
organisations of the labour -
movement, with  fresh
energy to defeat the class
traitors.

*No to police/state bans
on the fascists! -
- *For labour movement
organisation and finance of
anti-fascist defence!

,*Build black and white

labour movement defence
squads! - L
*Build unemployed-

_workers unions to organise

“the unemployed!
*Drive the fascists off the
streets of Coventry!
“Blame the bosses not
i hlacks—smash
t. . race attacks!

employees of the Western
. Regional Fisheries Board are..
~all threatemng allsout -strike.

action in the immediate
future.

While workers are w 1llmg
to fight they are shackled by
a leadership which acts at
every step to hold back and
isolate struggles, and - gives
no policies - for action - to
defend against the attacks of -
the employers and their

state. .

Every resmtance agamst n
“the .employers
~ government - has been built -
‘theriselves

and _the:-

by - workers -
against - the.. obstacle of the

| umon leadershxp

STILL AVAILABLE

| ’PHEiR CRISIS—-—OUR

"SOLUTION -

their

Priener -
.

pm 3ep includ e

from su BM Box- |

Dublm Corperafion’s Dnect"" ' 5277 LO m WCIN

BXX
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~dated ‘“‘moderate”

.. -ship’s
setting out a so-called Cam-:
pai for Full Employ-
ment

-~ ally avoided any
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Conference report by J ohn Lister

Michael Foot had
most of them eating out
of his hand in Brighton
last week.

And he was feeding them
on a diet of Dennis Healey
campaign propaganda.

Half his speech was in
opposition to democracy in
the Labour Party and the
other half peddling Foot’s
confused line on multilateral
nuclear disarmament.

Snide references to those

backing Tony Benn and the -

struggle for  democracy
within the Labour Party
drew spontaneous applause.

Tiny

But then Foot was not
addressing just any trade
union conference. He was
speaking to the 452 dele-

- gates attending the GMWU

annual congress, held in the
gloom of Brighton’s Dome
pavilion.

The union—despite losses

brought by the recession—

has over 900,000 members.
The conference is therefore

tmy in proportion to most

union delegate conferences.
- But the size is only one
aspect of the lack of demo-

- cracy in the GMWU,

Delegates at the confer-
ence are selected and resolu-
tions moved on the floor of
the Congress not from
branches but from Regional
Councils. Many branches are
not: even
their own Regional Councils.

Through such a mechan-

ism, the anger of rank and
file militants is as far as
possible filtered out long

‘before it disturbs the routine

tranquility of the annual

congress.

“Moderate”

A succession of man-
speakers
can therefore be conjured up
at a moment’s notice from

the platform to endorse the

Basnett leadership’s line with
lengthy, monotonous and
laboriously-prepared contn-
butions. ~

- Most craven of all were
the succession of tired old
hacks -wheeled out from
“around the regions” -to
back up the GMWU leader-
“Special Motion”

represented on

MPs to

ot satis Hoais
~line to GMWU

thmgs did not go all the nght
- wing’s way.
True, Basnett steam-

rollered through a mandate
to cast the union’s 650,000
Labour Party votes against
the electoral college formula
adopted at the Wembley

Conference.

But, somewhat surpris-
ingly, the platform made no

attempt to tie the same votes
to support for Dennis Healey
in the- deputy leadership
elections—adopting a rather
surpnsmgly cautious “‘wait
and see” stance that will
leave the decision in the
hands of the union’s Execu-

tive. _
- Attempts to establish a -

process of consultation in
the union to govern the cast-
ing of block votes were
defeated; but the right wing
suffered a setback when
conference voted against the
platform to submit GMWU
periodic review. This
decision followed on the
defection "of one of their
sponsored MPs to the Social
Democrats—to the evident
embarrassment of the union

The buaﬂ'e ideas of.

‘after the wvarious |
opposmg resolutions had
been moved.

One after another they
droned -  on |
 “realism” and “firmness” of

about the

the motion which specific-
commit-
ment to action in dcfenoe of
jobs.

- Gesture

Instead it called simply
for -priority to be given to
“minimising the effects” of
‘bosses’ plans for redundan-
cy, natural wastage, cuts and
closures; threw in a gesture

- of support for a shorter
‘working week and cuts in
overtime; and catled vaguely

far  “control” over new

technology.
- Alternative composxte
' .motions—one calling for

automatic support to indust-

~rial action taken in defence
of jobs, and the other calling
for “industrial and political

~ action to resist Tory policies -
- and drive the Tories from
vigorously

office” —were
opposed = by Basnett and
heavily defeated.

But even in this care-
fully-controlled environment

1spp's

%mocmcy peddied by

Social Democratic
Party were exposed to
morepubllcscmtmyhst

| week.

On the one hand the
undemocratic “block vote”

| of the Gang of Four proved -
decisive in the appointment

of a businessman as
mmf&mm
Thefost which carries a2
20,000, was open

" ;aedtt ard operations prove
‘more heslthy than those of

his oid fism  Booker

- McConnell, where as chair-
fman he . prmded over the
'transuion
‘-profit to hefty loss.

from healthy

On the .other hand the

procedures for selec-
tion of parliamentary candi-

dates als0 emerged as

strikingly unorthodox.
The contest -was not

USes

leadership.

Also carried against the
platform was the decision to
endorse a policy of uncon-
ditional withdrawal from the
Common  Market. And
earhier the left came within
40 votes of defeating the
leadership’s new multilateral-
ist stance on nuclear disarm-

ament in favour of a unilat-

eralist position.

- Absent

But it is hard to imagine
a union conference in 1981
that is less typical of the
political ferment now
running through the entlre
workers’ movement.

Though Basnett threw in
a few perfunctory witch-

- hunting references to left

groupings within the Labour
Party, the seige atmosphere
which dogs the right wing
bureaucracy in other unions
—from the EETPU to the
CPSA-was significantly
absent from the proceedings
in the Dome.

between would-be candi-
dates, but would-be specta- -
tors of the inevitable elec-
toral disaster for the SDP in-

the Warrington by-election.
Shirley Williams won.
She was first into the field

-with a declaration that in no

way would she stand.

Lumbered

Roy Jenkins, slower off
found himself
lumbered with an unwinn-.
in a seat a
_good 100 miles north of his

the mark,
able campaign

ic haunts.

A preliminary check-out-_;_-
‘of the winnability of seats .

on the SDP’s computer

showed Warrington 555th
out of 630. But computers -
can” be wrong
- Jenkins as their public face, |
this over-optimistic

should obviously. be revised

- downwards!

* Meanwhile there were
screams of amazed outrage
fast week as the right wing
Fabian Socicty voted by a
parrow majority to bar SDP
members trom  full mem-

 bership.

—and  with

.rating

Foot

The left in the confer-

ence was largely confined to
supporters of Militant and
the Communist Party, with
revolutionary forces either
muzzled or absent
altogether.

Treading neither the out-

right provocative pro-capital-

ist line of Chapple, Duffy
and Losinska, nor the path
of ‘left’ talking bureaucrats
such as Evans, Fisher or
Buckton, the Basnett leader-
ship  successtully blends
vague demagogic calls for
nationalisation and threats
of militant action with a
day-to-day passive accep-
tance of Tory rule, whole-
sale closures
living standards.

This is what made the
GMWU conference such a
happy hunting ground for
Michael Foot. But whether
Healey would have drawn
forth the rapturous applause
delegates accorded to Foot is
something Basnett and other
union leaders will be
anxiously calculating in the
months to come.

1 “ . TV review

\By Peter MacIntyre

“If you work on the
ward, you have to be the
person who says at some
point ‘g0 and amuse

yourselves’ and then goes

and has a cup of tea™

Those were the words of
a former placement nurse at
Broughcourt Hospital for the
mentally handicapped in

- Reading.

He was trying to show
that the callous
appearing on our TV screens
‘were not  the result ‘of

- callousness but were an mev-
‘itable result of the way the

‘hospital was run and in
particular the staffing jevels.

Three nurses, facing a 12, .
“hour shitt, huad just spent
“hours struggling to dress and

feed more than 20 heavily

dependent men. The result

was to turn them loose mmto
a tenced grassy compound.
The tilm which focussed

on the plight ol the men-
tally handicapped at both
Broughcourt and St.
I awrence’s, Surrey. tthe old
South Tondon Asvium) has

and falhing

. {SCENCS

~and the

‘Real bullets and she

would not stand a
chance’—that was one of
the more lucid headlines
amongst the jumbo sized
hysteria of the Sunday
papers.

The six blank shots fired
by the young failed Marine

commando at the Queen-
- while she was trooping the

colour gave the media an
opporiunity  to cover a
Royal - assassination--only
with less blood.

~ In fact the only blood
on display came from the

youth himself who was

‘dragged by the hair over a
security fence by one of
Her Majesty’s heroes.

This was a heaven-sent
opportunity. The scope to
whip up support for novel
and draconian legisiation i1s
now virtually infinite--and it

is a distinct advantage for

the bourgeoisiec that they
have not actually had to lose
their figure-head to reach
such a position.

~ In fact a whole new cuit
in- ‘nearly’ assassinations

R — e

come under attack. |
Health . officials have
claimed that the film at

- Reading was obtained by

decepit and that it has been
taken out of context. —
But the film had an evi-

dent integrity which those
attacks
- impute.

did nothing to
Warehouses

Large hospltals for the
mentally handlcapped --Quite
distinct from . psychiatric

‘hospitals ‘which aré for the
“mentally ill-have long been
known to be warchouses.

What Nigel Evans’ sensi-
tive film did was bring to a

wider audience the humanity

of the mentally handicapped

society towards them.

One patient
down the hall,
stretched  and ,with dracula
teeth  sticking out ot his
mouth while another toid
the camera: |

“Saome of us are not

halt so mental as we are

s
. ’

- nurses called it a stammer); -

inhumanity of - circular

smggercd |
arms  oul- -
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seems to have emerged and it
is by no means beyond the

bounds of possibility that

some sections of the British
bourgeoisic have found it

convenient to carry out a

sham attempt.

Certainly Marcus Saljeant |

has a pedigree suitable for
such a role.

- His grandmother told the
Sunday Mirror: ‘

“First he wanted to Jom
the Army, then changed his
mind and tried the Marines,
He went off to train with
them for a few weeks but

~ gave up.

He said it was far too

. har.d. Then he decided on

the RAF but nothing seems
to have come of that.

Well something did
clearly —if they got the right
bloke —even if only a love of
high explosive.

The  Sunday People, in

'what seems to be a Judi-

crous compilation of
evidence discovered that a
I‘'olkstone bus (the home
town of Sarjeant) had had a
message scrawled on the
back of a seat naming the
day the Queen would be

supposed to be and we can

take the mickey out of our-

selves™.

The most
sequence showed a young
lad, - Nicky,

attempt to gain attention.

 But as he looked around
- for help,
““‘nurses only had t:me to

the hard pressed

right the chairs or straighten
the cloths. |

» Their final solution was -
~ to.tie Nicky to a pillar where
he struggled and wept._, _ programm
against his bonds. |
. The isolation unit at St .
" Lawrence’s gol;ltamd olne'-“f
an who had been in solit-
o - tragedy—the cuts of the
. Tory; and Labour govern-
- ment§—~and

ary confinement (even. the

. The programme showed a
from

half an hour.
(riticism of the
programme also claimed that
it had been unfair to nurses.
That was not so; it stressed
that the nurses  were the

former
~ said:
powerful
pulling table-

“cloths to the floor and over-
- turning chairs in a desperate

to explam

shot.

A double decker bus was
later reported to be under

“arrest!

A Kent police spokes-
man said: “The bus has been
removed from service and
the seat in question has been
taken  from it. We have
thoroughly checked the bus
and we are now mspectmg
the seat.”

This clear conspiracy by
this bus seat (What colour
was it? Red? Take that down

- constable!) has given a whole

new twist to the troopmg |
the colous. -

Composure

A steady supply of
heroes and heroines is essen-
tial for the ruling class. '-

According to the People
“The whole nation was still
marvelling at the Queen’s -
amazing composure.” |

The truth is that whether
by accident or design the

.whole working class will

shortly be marvelling at the
crackdown to come.

The Q;e-een { h t)

victims of the sysfcm; The

placement worker

“H would be absurd to

suppose you can provide
care. It would be absurd to
begin .
the best and most caring
_.people around. That’s why
they respo
woriderful adverts”.

. . (These nurses) are

nded to those ‘

Grea ter trageay

The ‘ eakness of the
was that it failed
“why these

the Oxford
 Regional Health Authority
- saying that nobody should
-be 'in isolation for more than

‘hospitals still exist so under-
_ affed Behind the tragedy
on the screen’lies the greater

‘the callous
indifference of the Thatcher
govemment to what in many
cases are already vncums of

madequate health care.
ft-is the health umons_

" which will not take up a
real fight against. these cuts

and for decent social services
who ought next to be inves-

tigated.
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tback ulest|n siruggle

“Palestine: Our
Struggle” by Roy
Stoves and Barry

Turner, published by
the Bradford Labour
Movement Campaign
for Palestlman Solid-

Palestine, like lreland arity.

has been an area of
struggle that has proved
difficult to raise within
the British labour move-
ment in recent years.

- The Zionist lobby here
has been very successful,
particularly within the Parh-

amentary Labour Party. So
much so that, for example,
the then acting Labour Party
Chairman lan Mikardo felt
free at a Zionist anniversary
officials at the @oreign
Office as
boys who  share with the
Arabs a common tendency
towards homosexualijty,
romanticism and enthusi-
asm for horses”.

The publlmtlon of the
‘pamphlet ~Palestine:  Our
Struggle by the Bradford
~ Labour Movement Cam-
paign for Palestinian Solid-
arity is theretore very wel-
come.

It fills a gap by providing
a very necessary
account of the Palestinian
case backed by an economic
use of important statistics

and the very effective use of

quotations from the Zionist
leaders in Israel whose blunt
speaking over the years has
done much to confirm the
claims made by Palestinians
about the nature of the
Israel state.

The pamphlet Dbegins
with a brief account of the
history and ideology of
Zionism. '

The authors show how
Zionism emerged as the
response of a minority of the
Jewish middlc class to a new
wave of anti-semitism which
- was itself rooted in the
decay of feudalism and the
ongoing decline of capital-
ism, )

~Rejecting socialist iInter-
nationalism, the . Zionists
retreated in the face of anti-

semitism into another form

of racialism.

Believing that 1t was
- impossible to eradicate anti-
semitism in the non-Jewish
communities, the Zionists
argued that the only solution

was the creation of a “safe

haven” for Jewry.

| However to achieve thts
meant driving other people
from their homeland.

———

“public = school-

short

Palestinian militants revolt, 1936

Zionism developed at a
period of history when
European colonialism was at
its height. In this context,
the idea of dispossessing
another people of their
country was quite acceptable
in Furopean middle class
circles.

Once Palestine was selec-
ted as the country, the
Zionists began buying land
from absentee Arab land-
lords and evicting thc Arab
peasant tenant farmers. A
fund was established—the

Jewish National Fund--
which purchased land for
Jewish settlers on con-

dition that the land was
never resold to Arabs.

tinian

But this process was too
slow for the Zionists who
under cover of British army
suppression of Arab revolts
in the 1920s and 1930s
began military tramning.

By 1948 —-when  the
Isracli state was created —the
Zionists already had 120,000
armed and trained fighters

out of a total Jewish popula-
tion of 589,000._

The UN plan for party-

tion involved handing over
57% of the land area of
Palestine to Israel. The new
country would  contain
510,000 Arabs and 500,000
Jews while the Arab state
would contain 809,000
Arabs and 89,000 Jews.

The Palestinians opposed
the plan but they were never
consulted. The Western

capitalist powers backed the

plan and so did Stalin.

- When the -British with-
drew from Palestine in 1948
war

immediately erupted.

The Israelis seized the
opportunity presented by
the war to expand their
territory (to 77% of the land
area of Palestine) and at the
same time drove the Pales-
‘Arabs across the
border, thus creating a
majority of Jews wnthm the
new state.

Refugees

Thi's they dld quite
sunpiy, by the use of mass

terror. Massacre% of wﬂagers

Deir Yassin

like that at

(carried out by Israeli Prime
Minister Menachim Begin’s
Irgun  terrorist group) were
common; and of 500 :Pales-

tinian villages; 350 were

completely destroyed.
900,000

The pamphlet then goes
on to discuss the 1967 war
using quotes from Zionis
military leaders to estabhish
that Israel was not/ in danger
of Arab invasion when the

Jews,
. in practice | th:s meam_;
“that a Russnan or . British
Jew can immediately -move -

Palestinian
 refugees were created by the
war.

Israelis launahed‘their “nre-
emptive’ six-day war.

The authors then proceed
to discuss the question *‘Is
Israel Socialist?” by looking
at  two institutions that
apologists for Zionism point
to as evidence of Israeli

“socialism”’—the Kibbutzim
and the Histadrut.

The Kibbutzim, far from
being socialist cooperatives,
are racially exclusive, based
on previously destroyed
Palestinian  villages. and
closely linked to the army.

367 of army officers are

kibbutz members who

turn make up only 3% of the
population.

Massacres

As for the Histadrut—the |

Zionist “trade union federa-
tion” —the authors point out
that it was also racially

- exclusive until 1966; that its

armed wing up to 1948 -the
Haganah-participated = in
massacres of Palestinians;
and that the Histadrut is in
fact the second largest
employer in the country!
The racist nature of the
Israeli state is clearly estab-
lished in the pamphlet. The
Law of Return and the
Nationality Law of 1952
give Jews throughout the
world the right to ‘return’
to Israel and to immediate

Israeli citizenship. This law -
to non-

does not apply

to Israel while a Palestinian

~who was born there and

fled in 1948 is barred from

returning. I
Racial discrimination
‘extends to work, housing .

and the health service. This
with a -

section concludes
statement made by David
Hacohen. Chairman of the
I'oreign Affairs Department

of the Knesset to a visiting

group of

British MPs mn
1973: | |

“But they are not human

September”

beings, they are not people,
they are Arabs”.

The pamphiet goes on to
discuss other aspects of the
Middle last crisis—in partic-
ular the response of the
Arab bourgeois regimes.

After
defeat in the 1967 war, the
Arab leaders backed the
PLO which had been formed
by Nasser several years
previously.

Their motive was to
divert attention and disitlus-
ionment from their own
failings.

El Fatch, the largest of
the Palestinian guerrilia
groups assumed the leader-
ship of the PLO and created
in Jordan (where most of the
Palestinian rcfugees lived) a
virtual state within a state

for the Palestinian people.

This lasted until “Black
in 1970 when
King Hussein sent his army
against the -
guerrlllds - crushing
resistance and ending their
capacity to
border raids into Israel.

The politics of the PLO
are dealt with briefly as the
authors point out the weak-

ness of their purely natlonal-'

ist programme for
gressive,

“a pro-

cratic nghts |

Transfer

" This

ing Lebanon.

"~ The pamphlet concludcs'
- with a

‘support. for mesm m the
- ‘British Labour Party

section on the

“*Palestine. is_a case,.
for the transfer.-of popula-
tion, Let the Arabs be
~encouraged to move out as
the Jews move in . . . The

_Arabs :have. very w'de tgrn-'.

their humiliating

Palestinian
‘their -

launch cross

" “ment actually suppo

democratic. and -
‘non-sectarian Palestine  in
which Christian, Moslem and
Jew will worshlp, work, live
peacefully and enjoy demo—_

| f’ollowed by'
sections on ! srael’s links with
1mpcnahsm and recent dével--

opments-in the area, mclud-’ "
. unswerving support. for Israel

" ‘received ° financial=.
“from leading capntallsts to

“of Zionism was

Begin with sponsor

tories of their own.” °

This quote is taken from
the Labour Party’s NEC
report for 1944 and the
political position contained
within it 1s the result of long
years of collaboration
between Zionists and the
British Labour Party.

At the end of the last
century the struggle in many
Jewish communities took
the form of a conflict
between socialism and Zion-
ism. One consequence of this
was the emergence of
Labour Zionism, combining
the ideas of Zionism and
reformist social democracy.

in 1902 Poale Zion
(Zionist Workers) groups
were set up in England and
began to attract support
within the Labour Party for
their Zionist goals.

Extreme right

In 1920 Poale Zion affil-

iated to the Labour Party. .
‘It remains affiliated: to this
day despite the ‘fact that,

~.for example,

it constitutes
part of the Zionist Federa-

tion of Great Britain which
. ;is-controlled by supporters
-of .the extreme right wing

:Herut Movement = of
Menachem Begin. |
Such has been the

support for Zionism within
the Labour Party that British
Labour Cabinet Ministers in
the 1945 Labour govern-
rted and
assisted the Zionists in their

-struggle at a time when the -
Zionists were fighting British

troops in Palestine!
In the 1960s Poale Zion

""formed a front organisation
“gabour Friends of Israel”

which has received support

" from among others Peter
Shore, Eric Heffer, ‘Greville

'Janner, Jan Mlkardo Joe
'- 'Gorm‘le y and Tony Benn.

©  But-the biggest supporter
Harold
“Wilson; who. in seturn for his

establish  his ““kitchen

“-cabinet” in the aftermath of
~ his 1970 electoral defeat.

- On the other hand a
group set up in 1969 called
the Labour. Middle East
Council was for . years
prevented - from

s M ke = e i Mmtp VB e At A

‘backing "

affiliating

to the Labour Party despite
the fact that it had the
support of a number of
Labour MPs.

it called for Israell with-
- drawal from territory occu-

pied in 1967 and supported
the right of Palestinians to
return to their homeland.

Deplorable |

Clearly the record of the

Labour Party on Palestine— -

as on most international
questions, is deplorable.

But it has been possible
through patient work to
increasingly isolate those in
the Labour Party who argue
that support for the H-Block
hunger strikers - ‘equals
support for “IRA bambmgs
of innocent civilians™

It is equally" necessmy.
that = socialists: turn’ ‘*theu'
attention to the question of |
Palestine and createa sm:itar ,

shift in opinton. - .
The view that

allowed to go unchalienged.

This pamphlet—-a mine of -
information—will |
assist every socmhst dn the
labour movement - pmpared

useful

to take up that flght

~ Bradford Ldbour Mo SPCTH
. Campagn for Pk stinl m Sohﬁ&m

Avatiable from Bndfoad

- Labour Mavement Campaign
for Palestinian

Flat 3, 40 St Paul’s Road,
Bradford price 85p includ-
ing postage.

) . .. .- ‘fi{"-‘n' “as . o
P ey o L T T S N T I S

| '"anti-
“"Zionism and support for.the '
~ Palestinian cause is the same
as anti-semitism must not be

Solidarity,
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- biennial
ference must mandate
“the union’s delegation to
this year’s Labour Party
Conference to vote for -

{ Tony Benn for Deputy. .
_{ Leader of the Party. =

4

penn!

By Alan Thomett delegate to TGWU Blenmal Delegate Conference

Next week’s. TGWU
delegate con-

But’ thls will aot be the

case if our union’s- Generai'f

right”

pomlons

-Executwe C ounc:l has 1ts |
{ way., |

At its meeting last week.
“the Executive decided ~ fo
.overturn - the |
.- ¥ union has taken since. Tony«
| Benn decided to stand: that-:
{-his decision was wrong and_-
“divisive and
reversed

Thls had- been the hne.-;.;_:-f
taken and argued on behalf

of the union by Alex Kitsor,
Deputy General Secretary
and Chairman of the Labour
Party ever since Benn
decided to stand. It had been
endorsed by the union’s
I'inance and  General
Purposes Committee.

“‘Every right”

But the Ixecutive’s new
decision declared instcad
that Tony Benn had “every
to stand in the contest
for Deputy Leader.

But whilst the overturn-
ing of Kitson's right wing
(and he has

stance. . the ~

should bef‘-_i'}
N the Labour
b ence. .

vote,
‘not have

declared flrmly that the

~ decision has not changed his

view) may seem very pro-
gressive,
stmg in 1ts tail. -

The Executive went on
unanimously to take no
decision as to which candi-
date the unton will support

in October and-to-urge that
no decm_on be taken at the

BDC

h

Deferred

The decxsmn en whnh
Icandtdate wouid. receive fhe -
. -union’s 1.25" million votes’
Cwould K
- :.;'deferred until Scptem oer 27 -
the day before thc -vote at
P&rty Lontep

- they | .decjded., -

gation. The Fxecutive would
meet betorehand and make a
recommendation.

This move seems to have
been borrowed ftrom Chve
Jenkins at the ASTMS con-
ference: but Jenkins lost the
Maybe Benn should
criticised  Moss
Fvans tor bemg clected for
lite!

The decision would be
crucial. Everyone knows that
the TGWU vote-is the biggest
single vote at the Labour
Part\, conterence.

They also know that if
Benn gets the backing of the
TGWU it wiil have time to
aftect the decisions ot other

-

it has a very naaty. |

contference 18 the

~procedure.  1f
resolutions are refused, the
platform may well face a

- Ahd i wou:ld be 1aken by
‘the union’s- 4,5*§tr0ng dele-

supported - the

unious. |

Constitutionally,  the
Executive does not have the
power to stop the BDC
taking @ vote on Benn: the
highest
body of the union.

But they can recommend
and they can obstruct the
emergency

move to refer back the
agenda. I
~If . this' took place 1t

“would reverse their decision
~and probably lead to a pro-
- Berm vote.

"The - C owley 5 / 293

" Branch of the union has
., tabled an amendment to the

Executive’s motion on the
Labour Puarty, Lal!mg for a
vote tor Benn.

This has been accepted as

a legitimate amendment on

the agenda and it could be
ditficult to avoid taking this

even i emergency motions

are blocked.

But the attitude of the
Broad Lctt could be crucial.
The Morning Star  has
Faxecutive's
move to defer a decision.

The'! Morning Star on
June 5 commented:

“The feeling among lelt-

wingers [i.e. among the CP]
is that there 1s little to be
gained in pushing for an
early decision on the Deputy
Leadership and that the tune
could well be used to get
more debate around . the
fundamenial issues of p()llcy

raisesd by Mr
contest.” |

Ot course,
Star knows very well that
the time will be used not to
build support tor Benn, but
to witch-hunt him.

Opimion is already bemg
whipped up against him
not least inside the TGWU.

Silkin’s decision to stand

is also very important in the

TGWU, Silkin 18 not only u

TGWU sponsored MP, but

alsu Chairman of the TGWU
Partiamentary Group. lTony
Benn is a TGWU. member
but not a sponsored MP,
Great plav is being made

ot this. Abready lots ot
[very doubttull  praise for
Silkin's record in support

Benn’s

the Morning -

-be taken In.

support.

,,,,,,

of TGWU policy in Parlia-
ment is being peddled by

the right to give him credib- "

ility.

It is the first time I have
ever heard praise for Silkin
in the union.

But Silkin - is not even a
genuinge candidate.  His
chances of selection are zero.
His campaign is just a cynical
manocuvre to split the Benn
vote and give the Deupty
[.eadcership to the right wing.

B3DC delegates should not
Tony Benn
be given uncritical
But because of his
stand on democracy in the
Labour Party —a stand which
our union supported- he’

cannot

“Tory angunsh as

Vi

After ‘11 weeks of
occupation, parents and

~ supporters of Beal Street
Play Centre have won a

major victory in their bid

to keep the play centre

open.

I‘'ollowing Labour gains
in the local elections, the
newly-constituted Social
Services - Committee  has
agreed to re-open Beal Street
as from September 1 tor a
trial period of six months.

Two  staff  will be
employed to run the centre,

which will remain open after.

the six month penod it it s

or

-‘by then running wnh 1S tull

quota of 25 children.
Meanwhile parents are

- 'maintaining the. occupation
~until discussions with sodial-

services. ~ are  satisfactorily

- concluded on cominuing the

playgroup over the next two

- months,

It scems certamn
Social Services will releasc a

member of statf to run the

playgroup started durning the

. occupation.

Involvement

The resolution passed at
the commitice meeting last

that

Nat|onal
conference

WE'VE HAD THE MARCH-NOW
- LET'SORGANISE! - |

Orgamsed by. Leicester Unem ployed
Workers Unibn -

SATURDAY 27 JUNE 10.30—5.00pm
- Leicester Polytechnic Students Union

Sessrens on . Organising the. Unemploved
. and The Fight for. Jobs |

g Aacomquauoa :auautable on the F r nda'y
= Sematevents en both mghts

«Furth& details 52 valte Row; Lescester
e phone 0533 857828 -

it

1 tu!aew»,
- admired. Week after ~week
- they - mever
' their amm and they succeeded
i geHiag gnmi deal uf
publu sympaﬂry e

“provides  for
parcntal involvement in the
ranning ot the play centre.
Parcnts sec this as crucial
to keeping some control over
how the centre is developed.

Wednesd ay

They have
asserted that _the centre has
been dehiberately run down
over the last two years and
are convinced that it could
become once again a thriving
centre for the under fives.

The  occupation  has
caught the imagination and
attention of  widespread

“layers in the community In

Leicester, and has stood as a

beacon 10 the fight aeamst‘

j lhc cuts. .

I is for this reason that
the lLeicester Mercury which
has generally. given good
publicity to the campaign,
ran an article two days atter

. the decision to re-open head- |

lined * Vu.tmy a defeat for

democracy
The .mulc claimed 1o

wholeheartediy support the
aims ~of  the
on:
which .

- fiinched

- -Bug gt slmnuh
Ilt.‘d the it hod llkkti.

e i e e S —— E———

‘ballot box.

~continually

parenis and -
applaud;d lht | duermmaf

“T’hey showcd a purpose- -
‘must-  be

tmm;‘
owher

nmi\ m-

occupation brings

“It means

has paid off yet again.
Militant action has proved
more effective than the
For by occupy-

ing the premises they have,

in effect used force—doubt-
themselves

less convincing

that the end justifies the
means.’”
Obviousty the Mercury

would prefer us 10
merely made empty protests
about the closure.

Springboard
But there have been
massive protests, mobilising .

“millions ot people in demon-

strations against. Tory cutls

~over the last two years.

-Protest by itselt has not

.broughlabo,ut any change in
Tory policy nor did 1t n-

this case. :
| Their concern 18 of
course that a successtul

occupation like this could be

“a  springboard for workers
and other opprcsxed sections
ot the mmmumly_,
- sindfar-action: .
“But what if all council
. degistons..were. challenged in-
* this way by groups of people
| objected . strongly (o
- them.. Polities “by pressure

mmld be the tm.ler ot the .
- .-j--ouupan(m

day

that - the
present trend for coercion

have

'democracy and -
Cbility  now

m tuke -

It is a trend already in

existence. Workers who dis-

like .management mMOVES
readily occupy factories Or
disrupt  lawful  business
activities,” :
The “democracy” dis-
cussed in this article gives
the Tories the -“right” to
destroy services,  jobs and
rights fought and paid for by
the working class.
~ The right of workers to
detend  their jobs and
services is described as “‘coer-
cion” and llkcned to “‘soccer
hoollgdmsm

The Tories on the out-
going council who made thes:
decision to close Beal Stridet ™

were elected -four years ago
when the Labour
ment had begun 1its own
altacks on public spending.

| .The
1.abour in the recent election

resulting in a hung council

~was a vote of opposition to

cutls in services.
The whole questlon of

mgmg 4 the

labour movement. IS @ duect

response to these attacks. |
‘Faint- hcartcd - hiberals

y nmy well take heed. of the
©warnings - in. the article; but -

class conscious -workers can

tmly gam strength from the-
_wdmy

ach lwed by the

........

~should get-
* Deputy Leader. For Healey
to win would be a major

Royal Pride

govern- |
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[\ztson chattmg to Callaghan durmg last year’s Laour Party Conference

the -vo.te for

setback for that campaign.
Special statement

The Executive 1is also
trying to short-circuit dis-
cussion on another import-
ant issue—Ireland. They have
decided to “make a special
statement”™ to the confer-
ence--a - move which -
usually accompanied by a
recommendation that ali
motions on the. subject are
remitted to the Executive.

The statement, which
delegates: will not see in
advance of the conference,

strikers need

.. will be presented as a “con
tribution to a néw approacl
by Labour”. In reality it wil

be a device to stifle any dis
cussion on the real issues o1
Ireland which are having ar

increasing impact on the

labour movement.

Despite having 130,00(
members in Region = 1]
fwhich covers the Si
Counties], the TGWL
leadership have a lofg recorc
of suppressing such discus

" sion.

My mandate is to figh
for my branch resolution-
which supports the demand
of the hunger strikers. anc
calls for immediate with
drawal from - the - SD
Countiges. |

support

After 3% months the
workers at Royal Pride
furniture  factory = in
Salford are still fighting
for union recognition.

At the end of last year ali
the production workers (27
at that time) joined FTAT

when their demands for a

107 wage increase were met
with an offer of a 20% cut in
wages. |
Novak, the manager,
bought off some of the men
with promises of putting up
their wages to full union
rates if they left the union.
On February 26 nine
workers walked out on strike

and set up picket lines. -
Novak couldn’t maintain -
.prodbct-io,'n'

without the

entered the

putting the

skilled  workers, - ‘mosth
women, who were on “the
picket lme so he sackec

‘the scabs, closed the factory

and wrote to the stnker'
dismissing them all.

On March 17-the picket:
factory ang
occupied it. Novak took -ou
an injunction. Then th
union officials stepped 1
and persuaded the strikers t«

leave the factory after a two

day occupation—henci
strikers in
much weaker posmon -

For the "last fortnigh

‘( Novak has not been seen anc
the factory

has an. estat:

agent’s board outside pro

claiming it for sale or let.
The plant is near th

centre of Manchester and 1

a valuable site. It i
rumoured that after: selling
Novak would set up in. the
Salford “Enterprise - Zone”

‘thus evading local rates anc

qeecounta- -

massive swing to- The Transat:onal Programme-

in Today's Class Struggle

The founding 'programmatlc
document of the Trotskyist {

Inter'nationa] Liaison
Commlttee

Avmlable price 80p

mcludmg postage, from
'WSI,;'BM.Box 5277,
Londen WC iN 3XX

| plannmg controls.

~In.  spite of being e
down by their officials, the
women are determined no
to let Novak dismantle the

factory. So they are fnain
taining their picket outside!

They .receive only -£13.;

week strike pay and despe:

{ ately. need-. suppon
.,_tmanu o
Messages Gf %uppot‘t ana

| money should bexsent fo:
Royal

| Pride Strike I'und
-‘l"l'"AT 37 ..Ansen. - “Road.
Vie torm !’ark Mamheslel

}4 - e
a® - ,_'... _:.'_ . .. ; . :c’ > . —-—
- . A
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In a surpﬁse defeat

TR W - s e Lre v e L .

for their executive,
Britain’s fourth largest

union, NALGO, voted

last week to ballot mem-
. bers on affiliation to the
- Labour Party. -
o NALGOQO’s treasured role
{ i as a ‘non-political’ union in
{ : which management rub
{ shoulders with workers has

!+ taken a hammering as a
1 . result of successive rounds of
1 | government spending cuts.
W%‘f% - .. While there is no

X

¥
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pect of a reversal of the cuts
under the Tories, a fight is
;also necessary to press home

2]
T F RN el A TR -
. Ny ey ]

[+ It’s a crushing defeat,
{ - that’s what you have to

LY

: honest”—that was shop
. steward Dickie Murphy’s
' comment on the out-
1 come of the 21-week
strike at Ansells Brewery,
Birmingham.

“But don’t blame the
members,” he continued,
they were solid from start to
finish.” |

. Another Ansells steward,
Alan Harrison, added ‘“We
- were sold out by the officials
at Regional and Divisional
_level, but we’re keeping our
branch together and staying
in the union, because the

TGWU is more than the
officials—it’s all of us.

Ay, “*-'&_L‘-n-&_—«n—,_'_o 1 A it ~w... AR
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- Cosy deals

" Despite everything, the
TGWU is a working class
organisation, and it’s our
job to makc sure that it
tights for the working class,
‘and to stop the officials who
want cosy dcals with the
gaffers instcad of a fight for
working class interests.”
The disputc, which began
on January 14, was initially
-~ to stop the company 1M pOSs-
Cing a  Michael Edwardes-
style package of conditions
at the Ansells brewery. When
Allied Breweries (the
owners) announced  the

[
- .a.{... e = 1 b £l e o+ 5
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demands -of
workers

pros- .

“ say if you’re going to be’ |

"'--;-._-..'Send to: WSL, BM Box 5277. Lond»on WCIN 3xx
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public sector
should a Labour
government be returned.

NALGO’s present stance
outside the Labour Party
hampers that fight.

But there were other
important setbacks inflicted
on the union’s Executive. A
resolution  was ~ carried
pledging support for mem-
bers taking action in defence
of jobs and services—even if
this action was strictly
speaking illegal.

As one executive spokes-
man said: -

- “If you have a branch

mandate to break the law,

closure of Ansells, the battle
became one to force the
reopening of the brewery
and to save all 1,000 jobs.

‘Compromises’

TGWU Regional Secre-
tary = Brian Mathers,

Divisional Officer Doug l-air-

burn and other full time
officials very soon made it

clear that they didn’t think

the fight could be won.
Throughout the dispute,

 they tried to foist manage-

ment’s ‘compromise’ deals
on the workforce and actir

ly undermined - attempts o

spread the dispute to other
Allied breweries.
Finally, Mathers = made
use of company facilities to
send out a secret ballot over
the heads of the Ansells
stewards and thelr branch

officers.
The two ‘choices’ offered
by Mathers were: 1) .“1 fully

‘understand that the brewery

will not reopen, but wish to
continue the dispute with
the company and accept that
as a result the compensation
which had been offered will
be withdrawn.”

2y “I have reconsidered
my position and accept that
negotiations should
commence for the reopening
of Aldridge and Gravelly
Park distribution depots,

coupled with the acceptance
of the offer of compensatory.

action

then'please do so. But think

carefully.”

The _tesolu-tion gives

official support “to members
- taking industrial action in

accordance with industrial
procedures, in
support of their employing

authority’s stand against the
government.”

The Executive was also
defeated in its attempts to
prevent the adoption of a
policy of umlateral disarm-
ament. The union’s 782,000

votes will now join those of

other unions already com-
mitted to this policy in this
year’s TUC Congress. - A

| Ansells: call for
| “inquiry in TGWU

By Jim Denham

Mathers

payment to those who are

not rezmployed.”

The choice of wording
alone makes it clear what
outcome Mathers wanted to
see!

Settlement

Even then, a mass meet-
ing of strikers voted to con-
tinue the dispute until a
“satistactory negotiated
settlement” was reached,
and pickets were mounted
on the gates of the depots to
stop workers who had been

we’'re

. voted

dl\m“ the

And the union also voted

to support members and

branches who refuse to be

involved in civil defence

exereises - such as.QOperation ..

Square Leg.

The shift towards greater

political awareness and tow-
ards the left in NALGO is a
reflection of the moves
taking place among other
white collar unions and the

working class.

The task of socialists in
the  forthcoming  cuts
struggles is to turn NALGO’s
general policies into tangible
action both against
swinging Tory and Labour
councils
Thatcher government.

offered re<employment
breaking ranks.

But Mathers’ sabotage
finally - broke down the
determination of the
strikers. At a meeting on
Thursday 4 June they reluc-
tantly voted to call oft the
strike and allow 300 workers
to take the depot jobs.

But the workers are not

going to allow the comrade-

ship and solidarity built up

- over 21 weeks of struggle to

go to waste. They voted to
keep their branch—the 5/377
—together =~ for -~ the re-
employed 300 .and the
unemployed 700, and to
use this to ensure that all
vacancics in Ansells are filled

by branch members on a fair

basis.

Protect interests

Shop  steward  Barry
Blinco told us how  he saw
the role of the branch in
future:
- “We're keeplng the
branch together to protect
the interests of all the mem-
bers, and to ensure that the
unemployed members can
call on the re-employed ones

if - Ansells start recrutfing
from outside.
But more important,

going to use our
resources and experience in
the best interests of the rest
of the movement—especially
workers fighting  similar
struggles over closure and
redundancy.

Rover is the immediate
one now. We’ll do all we can
for them, and I hope they
learn some lessons from our
defeat. Strike fast, hit hard,

and don’t depend on
officials, couneillors or
‘public opinion’—only on

your own strength and the
support of other rank and
file workers.”

Control leaders |

Barry

regular election of all TGWU
officials,

no group of workers ever get

let down llke we were, ever - {-
- agam.’ '

The mass

oo . cow e N

T, .=

axe- -

and against ‘the -

Blinco added that . |
- he hoped the 5/377 would
be in  the forefront of a
renewed campaign for the

“so that the rank
- and. file control the ‘leaders’, |1
~and . we can make sure that; 1 W

mceting on }
" Thursday 4 Junc had already |
“unanimously ~ t07 |

.~ demand -an investigation into. .
the conduct of Mathers and. - | EERGR EY
f-airburn, and branch chair- | JEEEREAS
~man  Ken ‘Bradley will be' | S @
o “matter -~ at the {1 §%S
T union’s Ior!hmmmv Bic nnial”
~ Delegate Conference,

ivms[otb Buardian

muunhr m 1, 1991

Left-wing attack |
‘kills’ jobs. talks A

A M RLIC meeting 10 lhmhout Wi nstnrdsuucmplovmcnl prodlom colla .
_ ndsa acan:)n Friday nM?SRNKbolusBmcamc uod:rasavtgcip.::td
ing at

AmdSar Nichotas wid e chie 3 1rieky crafromates ¥, mmnunmmwm'ﬂ
v oeren more conorrmad ™ Ny Nicholdy cane by to dmce Lhes et 3 {ker Hal bodore
I r .lbt‘ town's [ulure with Mr trave Murphy, I XKt ml!m
I “hiwane Hie ogthur & A Meorphs snaamile e o
\ i maver. (aognodlae, [

I = \\ ,;m, Farued 1 10 A _duwmn; tore mn of  leunheng A mlack Al . doey :

Hell hath no fury like 2 %
Tory paper rallying to the § .
aid of a beleagured right

- ‘the meetmg,” e added. . - . "
WwiINnger Here we see T pwaciliar Joc -chmirmmea of the Mid-Chnbis Cosncll of  Prerst faell 82 ke Govarmment Lhsught,
. Wartrorson saud of Me Marphy's Action, duriag & bhetam verbal namsuit oo  Sn¢ that praive e Goviroweea:run yoush
< 4 . Alwd ~ e MP hn come 3l Wisshard MP, Sir Nicholas Bomer. amglogment swchemes wos For (rom merited.
ClleSl]lre S mefOId i wav From (oadon end we And W come frave the meuthy of Chyme Mr Morphy cnplainod later the trie had
g1 mp apenimg ke 1% A n youag Sacialics yuwth leagee memibare. sttonded The abcrting sntirety of dele ewa
Guardian’ in full cry ™ e e by o00 Bow'e s Runa 30 00
Niholny wie ppcions and = oad Kevin, (16), of 4, Severs: And be e were dut
drappornied Aier the mecting Wimsford, sod triend Reanic Hedges, 3dded the ysaagzters
by sokd the Guardign be wam  veehally -sinmmed the Tery toctic i Mhu mbuur iy os. 3o SOsSEee S50
I peepured 0 decni us-  Ewkletlabee s yrtparad PO -
mphnTeem B a0y MeSURg The tria followed clessly bobind He tobd e Tonardion: 1 wms vevy ghetond

agamst Socialist Press

¢ |
Itet Dave Murphy “m:;?tﬂhlwddmw mmﬁz-&.mm "!‘l "y A
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Leyland drives ahead

Strikers have been reprinting Leyland vacancy adverts

overprinted with slogans appealing. for solidarity
against the employer. Attempts to recruit scabs have

been only partially successful.
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In the continuing
struggles of  black
workers = against the

bosses’ apartheid state in
South Africa, the need
for class solidarity action
is sharply raised.
Solidarity © action by
workers in Britain can add
great strength to the cause
of South African workers—
particularly in the many
battles that erupt against
managements of companies
owned by British capitalists.
Two major struggles of

this kind are currently being
waged by workers at the sub-

sidiaries of BL and Rown-}]

tree-MacKintosh.
The latest mformatlon

. available to Socialist Press

is that the BL workers are
maintaining the strike
against huge odds. Manage-
ment has launched a massive
propaganda campaign while
unions and working class
organisations In the com-
munity have built support
for the strikers.

Some strikers have
returned to work and some
new labour has been
recruited but management
claims of a return to normal
have been denied by the
workers who have said that
no important production is

taking place.
On 21 May ICFTU
leaders called on BL to

reinstate the strikers, and
claimed to have had discus-
sions with TUC leaders over
what action could be taken
to pressure BL management.
Workers in BL and in the

- - British labour movement as a

whole must demand of TUC
leaders that they organise
concrete class action. |

It is the same story with
the Rowntree struggle. 500 |
blac workers have been
sacked by Wilson-Rowntree
and are fighting for reinstate-

‘ment.

Their union called for

-support from the TUC. But

workers at Rowntrees plants
in Britain have heard little
or nothing since then of any
moves to mobilise support»

g ing action.

Messages of support to

B8 the British Leyland strikers
E9RY  chould be sent to NUMARW,

' ivj';:“ B pr\dAWU)
43 Street, Bellvnl;le South, Cape |
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Ambulance crews In

various parts of the
country have now added
their unofficial strikes to

the tally of public sector

stoppages on pay.
Militant walkouts by
ambulance drivers  have

begun well in Scotland and
[L.ondon ahead of the official

one-day stoppage on
Wednesday.

-+ They represent an
advance warning to the

government that Britain’s
17,000 ambulance staff, do
not intend to accept a pay
increase which is more than
10% lower than that of the
fire service and the police.
The willingness of the
crews to take all-out action,

‘with no emergency cover, is

plainly the outcome of their
bitter experiences of being

‘manipulated by management

and scabbed upon by the
army during their last pay
dispute. |

In many cases manning
levels are so depleted that
the service is already down
to virtually ‘“‘emergency
cover’ only.

Meanwhile 530,000 civil
servants, whose selective
strikes have been paralysing
all kinds of things—ftrom air-
ports to passport offices;
from VAT collection to
radar detection—are com-
pleting a process of mass
meetings to vote on the next
stage of their 15-week old
dispute.

The three options on

government’s 7% offer.

offer from their leaders are:

*An all-out strike with-
out strike pay —which would
block all dole and benefit
payments, N

*Continue with selective
action, financed by an

_increased levy; or

*Capitulate to the

All  nine unions
recommending that their
members reject the .final
option -while - officials
plainly favour an extension
of the partial strikes rather
than mobilise an all-out
stoppage. |

The fact is that only an
all-out strike—-with a corres-
ponding demand for solidar-
ity blacking action and
skilful positioning of flying

pickets—can bring this dis-

pute - to a favourable and
speedy outcome. |

" Such strike action should
however be organised in such
a way as to keep functioning
the key computer centres
which handle the. automatic

“payment of giro cheques to

claimants.

Unemployed workers
who see civil servants taking
steps to protect them, and
leading a determined fight
against the Tories are more
likely to rally to the struggle
for meaningful TUC support.

The civil service unions
are at the crossroads. To pull
‘back now from all-out action
could lead to a major
setback to the self-confid-
ence of the membership and
even to their
organisation.

‘the situation.

- Our thanks to the anonymous reader from
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, who stuck a fiver in
an envelope for the fund. If every reader of
Socialist Press were to do the same, we would
have to raise our fund target!
Meanwhile, let’s just make <sure t
manage to achieve the existing one. Send your

donation to:

 Socialjst Press Fund
BM Box 5277. London WCIN 3XX

Published by Folrose Ltd for the Workers So
Registered as a newspaper at the Post Office.

FUND

Well. we’re half way through the month
and so far we only have £280.75 towards our
target of £850. That means the fund this
month has got off to a slower start than usual.
So there isn’t a minute to lose in pulling back

4
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cialist League, BM Box 52
Signed articles do not necessanlv re

. _
Ambulance crews during the low pay struggles of 1979

ZIONIS
"RAID

The Israeli bombing
raid on Iraq’s Osirah
nuclear power plant was
no act of self defence.

It was a calculated act of
terrorism, designed to intimi-
date the dispossessed Pales-

tinian masses and cow the

rulers of surrounding Arab
states.

The Zionists know full

well that the Iraqi govern-
ment—unlike Israel—is a sig-
natory of the nuclear non-
proliferation  treaty, and
that its installation at Tamuz
is subject—unlike Israel’s
own nuclear research estab-
lishments—to regular nter-
national inspection,

They know, too, that
there is no way that nuclear
weapons, cven it the lraqis
possessed them, could be
used in a war against lsrael,
since this would ing¢vitably

involve the deaths of tens

of thousands of Palestinian
and ‘Arab people within the
borders of the settier state.

Dual purpo.se'

The raid however scrved
a dual purposé: it reminded

Isracl’s opponents that Zion-

ism is a ruthless and vicious
adversary: and 1t turther
boosted the
Menachem Begin’s right wing
Likud Puarty in the general
election. scheduled tor two

week’s 1ime.
Begin has had 1o st
about | reconstructimg s

hopes  of

dwindling popular support.

He carefully arranged a con-

frontation with the Syrians
over the ‘“Lebanese missiles
crisis”> in order to stir once
again the flames of patriotic

fervour amongst the Jewish

population.

And having made US
envoy Philip Habib appear as
an impotent imbecile in his
aimless bid at shuttle diplo-
macy Begin has gone on to
tweak the nose of his main
international sponsors—the
USA.

Flouted
By using modern F-15

and FH combat planes for .

the raid on lrag, he quite
deliberately flouted the con-
dition on which the aircraft
were nominally sold —that
they be used for defensive
purposes only.

Begin thus engages in o

public exercise designed to
display himselt as the cour-
ageous lone defender ot the
interests  of  the  Jewish
people of Israch. |

He c¢an only do this
because he recognises that
neither the US imperialists,
nor any .other imperialist
nation. nor the Soviet feader-
ship is prepared to take any
retaliatory action that might

jeopardise the security of the

Zionist stale.

Reugan may  mouth
cmipty  condemnation  and
hold up delivery” of . few
milftary aircratt: Thatcher.
seeking to  butter up the

The election of two
H-Block republican
prisoners to the Irish
Parliament is another
decisive nail in the coffin
of the hoary old lie that

‘republicans have no

popular suppott.

Paddy Agnew was elected
to one of the five seats in
Louth, and hunger striker
Kieran Docherty elected for
Cavan Monaghan.

15 per cent

Despite a press campaign
designed to portray republi-
ca» .andidates as hopeless
outsiders, the  prisoners
polled nearly 15% of the
first preference votes in the

four border areas where they

stood. -

This show of support,
following on the 30,000
votes cast for Bobby Sands
in April, confirms the
strength of  nationalist
feeling on both sides of the

border. :

It is for this reason that

'the Thatcher government is

attempting to rush through
a gerrymandering ‘Repres-
entation of the People Biil’
to exclude the possibility of
imprisoned people—whether

e el
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Zionist hombing raids take a hea

Saudi Arabians ana other
Arab bourgeois leaders, may

verbally condemn the raid

and Moscow condemn it
(correctly) as ‘‘terrorism’;
but Begin knows that they
would all sooner see the
Zionist -state upheld than
risk  the upsurge of class
struggle which would follow
its collapse.

The Fsracls budget~and

in particular ity huge arms

77 London WCIN 3XX. Printed by Fast End Offset Ltd., London E2.
present the views of the W orkers Sacialist League.

~unionists or other
‘activists—standing for elec-

they be republicans, trade
political

tion.

In other words, while
denouncing republicans for
failing to use the ballot box,
the Tories—with the vocal
backing of many right wing
Labour MPs—are taking
dictatorial powers to prevent
eertain people from standing

and thus restrict the choice
of the electorate!

‘This position has pro-
duced the first substantial
breach in the “‘bi-partisan”
policy which commits the
PLP to support Tory policies
on Ireland. N |

Meanwhile in London a
demonstration some 3,000
strong joined a 3 hour march

last Saturday in support of

the hunger strikers and their
demands. |

This was larger than some
recent Irish solidarity
marches, but again under-

lines the fact that the British

labour movement remains
pitifully slow to respond to

- the Irish struggle.

Deadlock
*The Irish election has
produced a deadlock, in

which neither the ruling
Fianna Fail party of Charles
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bill—is entirely dependent
upon US aid. But Begin
knows as well as Reagan that
such aid cannot be cut off
without dire consequences
for imperialism. N

It is precisely the pro
gressive implications of the
struggle of the Palestintan
and Arab peoples which
make it necessary for

workers.to support that fight

~both 3y lending solidarity

sufficient

vy toll .0 f Lebanese and Palestinian civilians

Haughey, nor Garret Fitz
gerald’s Fine Gael hawe
parliamentary
support to form a stable
government. | |
The Labour Party, whict
lost support and saw . it:
leader Frank = Cluskey
defeated at the polls, appear:
once again ready to talk of

~ coalition with the reaction

| ary Fine Gael. -
Nothing to offer
Republicans | '.--wert

claiming that electoral sug
port- for the prisoner centﬁ

‘dates came from forme

Labour voters. | _
But just as the Labow
leaders have nothing to offe:
workers who regard the figh
for a united Ireland a
crucial, so the H Block
campaigners have . failed tc
address the-other issues con
fronting the Irish- working
class—unemployment, :living
standards, social services
etc. B T
As the two main bour
geois parties squabble oves

- who should rule and the

Labour careerists seek a cosy
niche . for themselves, the
task of building a principlec
leadership for the Irish

masses, north and south

remains unresolved.

to the organisations of the

“oppressed, and by seeking

avenues to cut off the
supplies of cash and materia
aid to the Zionist rulers.
Only the destruction -of
the racist, Zionist state car

open the door for a demo.

cratic solution to  the
problem of the national
oppression of the Palestiniar
people.




