news

As part of our
£15,000 appesl
fund we ask all our
readers who value
the news coverage
and analysis pro-
vided by Socialist
Organiser to give us
E1 for avery copy,

© mavement outsidse
advancad  capitalist

The now federaton will
reprasant  nsarly 500,000
workars, larger than tha
main oificial white federa-
ton. it is of course still rals
tively small compared to the
working class ss & whaols,
representing perhaps 18% af
non-rural black waorkars,

Bust it is & marvallous step
forward. The destruction of
the vile Apartheid systam i
now & great danl nearer. Tha
warking class movement of
the entiré world hes grown
by & hand over the last week,

The naw strength that this
will bring to the black work-
Ing claes s reflocted In & now
political confidence. At the
conference, the president of
the new federation, Efljsh
Barayl. eallad far a pollitieal
campaign sgainst the ‘pass
laws" — the |sws that
anfores recial segragation.

Continued an page 2
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South Africa UDF and unions debate

The struggle

-

e wy o docwuninend 5 Phc
"
CE The Charter s a popolar
et # heeps with demo-
e prcEples and represcmis
S aspurations of the majocity of
S poople. o The  Charer
cupewsars both ami-mmapenakise
el gy -capitahisl setiiments as
can b oseen from the daose on
earueslvation.
SEAWTT The Charver is a popul-
= docamen b the domination
ot thye miaddle class can clearly he
wre The Charter makes
moortant demands §ike free-
domn of speech’ b these are
Smmsiedd &5 they do nor address
e prinsary comflict in sociery -
e fonilict berwoen capitad and
Alw st

The ‘Charter  talks for*the
prople” but are there il ci(ler
e class mtesssln nmong these
people

The Charfer &5 nod  anti-
capifadinl a5 the Gagse of
sationaimation does nol equile
sacinlinnn.  Production relatikon:
grr el pididresoed

TN P T T Hre i
demmmdy of rhe |:'|'"_..-'.'|-_- o
Ry ol "
UHRE - The Clarer has redevance
low the wwrking class n every
b i

When the Charter was dria
= the Sowah Afncan Congress
i Trade Unioma exlsted. "We

. anderdand that o South
ddricn, capialinm hos faken on &
recid larm, Black people are
mppresscd a5 @ natson and av a
cians. The clause i the Charer

The people  shall  gpovern”
therolone shiws that working

The 'Freedom Charter’ is the most famous
document of the liberation movement in
South Africa. But what sort of document
is it? Is it sufficiently democratic? Can it
be a useful focus for working class struggle?
These and other issues were discussed at a
debate between an executive member of
the United Democratic Front (UDF) and
an organiser from the Metal and Allied
Workers Union (MAWU). The text is from
‘Arise! Vukani’, the bulletin of "Action

Youth’,

class Imierests ore primary.

The Charter embodies wark
ing closs milerests, nol  petit-
bourgecns imeresis, becapse it is
anti-imperialist,

MAWL Same demands 6 the
Chamer are relevans to the work-
g cass bul iy are imded
Urgarmisations like the [UDF
which support the Fharter, ane

pnd carnot ensure the s
tioae ol e workang, prenple.
What  rale bas Hie working
almey rp drnpdeareae g alenmenals
e harer

UOF In South Aftan, the sork-
ing ¢lass s o U majorioe, The
central fode ol this working class
musi be [sught fore Because ol
repression. the Charer had 1o
b coneched oo o cerlatn manner.

T e e 1

The Charber is represemative of
all the strata in South Afren
MAWI Bourpeois  democratic
vights are  adderessed  in fhe
Charmer Bal ot woeking closs
Crigicapatio. CapitnlBar s the
problem — e  Charter  does
ol aclidress  thas. Wich the
Charter, wirkmgclnss  domin-
AnCe is mi grarantecd,

dre e aimces 10 e
i xiall o

FE Olass alliancos pre YT -
sind, The wickmg. class cenacl
e pve ke the strugale op
abme, We nwst breadon our
basc  ard bhclsde  the  black
migkdle clazs, Forexample, the
Westerr, Cope Trafes' Assorin-
B mgst e ineloded in he
cirugglc. I"|l._l.' are clenied
cerlain oppactunities by apam-

*Capitalism is the problem’

el

AW Alliances are vital bt
the working olass must estilb-
lish its hegemony

I o faruee AT TR ged
i the Charter compuritide with
Clpr e’

L Bernnise of the national-
1=ation clpuse, the Charer s not
comspatibe with capitalism. The
Charter is 1l & secialisl docu
met, bl netiher s 0 a capital-
sl document. Soeciely s in @
slabe ol transeision ansd the Chart-
er reflects this. I is adveniurist-
w ot talk of a simghe stage 1o
socializm gnd this is fiof in the
infeeest of the working class.
MAWLD The Chacter cun be ac
cotmiedated by capitnbizm, At
st ol 1= sowial demeeTutie, bt
not  sociphse  Bationalization
clause oS reH copuile secial
. In Brivain, for expmple ; key
seciors ol the economy nee nal-
wnaliscd bui o canenal say
Bk is seatalis),

A frer riege QAT 4
SUREr crCrsarg fo vod, e
fierer ot ol owieel focased

v idiad e Aedicfongips then
wenkary Ry fhere. P
LN spokespersin referred 14
Yraefriy s Cundermiin g eie
menn g e ora B el
Ter o for s |."|l
T Wensin]. ofer oeanlers ln
sperch  delioered By FOSATE
Fenrra arveeuiy Jow Fasiee o
i FOSATE Covrgreas an Apnl
e watfl U el
HRITE Jo reNaee
m oo Polgad:  ors
rrpgEle was o estaliisl prore
deringrite wiskor zuniad

T

From page 1.

“Cosatu glves Botha six
manths to get rid of passes’,
sabd Barayi. 'l went o glve
P.W. Botha a last warning o
gat rid of the pass laws and
io withdraw the troops from
the townships before the
country burns. ™

Until recently. the trade
unbene ware wary of owvertly
politkcal campaigna, anxious
1o buoild up thair shop-lleor
strangth. The Federation of
South Africen Trade Unions
[Fosatul, the major predece-
asor o the mew Congress,
had begun to tmka up cam-
paigns sgainst reprassion
and the State of Emergancy
ovar the past year, and now
Constu’s daflant etand marks
a further hig step towards
tha clear politicisstion of
wnion sirugglies.

While perticipating in the

libmration movamant, how-
aver, Cosatu will sontinus to
focus on its specifically work
ing class objectives.

Tha TiE fadarat|on
Ineludes the bulk of the inde-
pendent unlons formead since
the mid-1970s — aesntrally
Fosatu, the huge MNational
Unhon of Minaworkers, and
affiliates of the broad Wnited
Democratic Fronl, a mowve
ment politicelly associated
with tha exiled African
Mational Congress. The less
radical Council of Unions of
South Africa [0 which the
MNUM was formerly aFfilia-
tad], snd tha Bleck Con-
CHuEness Arnciu have not
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participated,

Agractu in particular doss
notl have Cosatu's comimit-
meant to "noen-recialism’, that
ls, in affact, tha |nvolsemant
of some white peaple in the
movement. They insist on
the autonomy of blacks,

Congress

The mems of the now
group, Congress, and the
politicel history of Barayl,
who was involvad with tha
ARNC in the past, suggest an
attampt o compromise with
thie ANC tradition on the
part of the majority of the
rovement Meverthabess,

_—

most trade unions have polit-
teal criticisms of that tradi-
tion, and racognise the nesd
for clear working clazs inde
pandance from it.

The struggles of black
workers, and the movameant
they are building, is ot the
cora of the liberation move-
ment in South Africa. Tho
libaration of the workers
demands mora than the end
of apartheid: it demands the
ouarthrow of capitalism,

Tha fermation of Cosatu s
an  gnormous step towards
building the |ndependeni
mavemeant of tha workars
that can fight to secure that
futare.

‘Not our idea

THE FIRST probieny we hove
with e Fresdom Chamet i s
ambignity thal s, W can he
interpeeted diffescncly by differ-
edil frsople

Farinatance, the claoss ““The
people shall povern® amd the
clause dealing  with  the
nafivmalizsation ol banks, Mincs
andd the Tand has hesn faken (0
mean thar the sociely envisiged
by the Charter is aofi-capitalis.

Bur as the ocomrade- from
b AW poinied out, nationalisa-
tian ar state comieed of sections
of the scomamy does it egual
socialism, Mlary comiries have
citHunalised key aspocts of their
eoonormies Bl the sofferings of
the workers continue. Wodkers
still dom't have comibrel ooeer
decisions.

Pl position of workers in Bri
toam and Peland sheosws Lhat even
though the state in these one-
teles contrals el of the eco-
nomy, the esrkers shll lead
miacrable lives

A tespected loader who sup-
poors thie Charter siated the Tol-
lowing when writing about these
clauses:. It is troc that i
demarding  the  natomalisstion
ol the haniks, the gold mines aod
the land, the Charfer sirikes a
fatal bow ar the financial aod
pold  mining  menopolies
larming trlensls.

“The breaking ngasd dismeo-

This s Action Youth's
critigque of the ‘Freedom
Charter’, reprinted from
"Arisal Vulkani',
s s ee———

ceatisation of those monopobies
will open up fresh felds e the
development of o prosperous
.""\--.r:l-'l'_"un.ll:leuu hogirgeets - cinss,
Fuor the first time in the history
ol this ponmry the Non-Europ-
can bounrgeaisic will e e
apparluily tixoown in heir own
name a4l Tight mines and fac-
wrics, and trade and peivare
enterprise will boom, Hosnsh s
nesr hefooe .

Cawhat we kee here s a den-
ial that the Thurer impHes the
sreerllrtoy of capitalism. i fact,
it 15 positively nterpreied as a

programoe:  of  pefieming
capitalism.
Racial

The secorsd - major peablem
with the Charter B2 that 1
avcepts the paveriiment -impos-
od oriteria ol ‘national greups
and 'cacesx'.

The suppocters of the Charter
agree that thore are foar “nat-
ions” o “reces’ in South  Africs
— Bu-Cilled "Colowreds®, ' Afrc:
ans, “Indians' asd  Whites®.
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W belleve this is dangerous
for many peasons. Firstly, this
kind of thinking plays into the
hands of the grvernment and
collaborators  like Hendoickse,
Butheteri and Rajbansi. These
sedlouits Claim 1o represent dif
ferent 'mablons' and we are
I-‘.ri;_-'|l18 therm an opportunily o do
this.

If i frue that many ardinary
people see thomselves az “lnd.
n’, ‘Zulo’, ete. and it is easier
to ofganise people inm  this
mannet because of peographical
S Perudson. Bt divisions
lave heen forced ante agr !
Ie for a reasen: in arder for fhe
state to masniain casy control,
It might be moee difficult o
organise pcross colour bouradar-
ies, bt it 15 nocessary.

W must figli divisions b tbe
process of struggle and mwor wait
for after the revelution. We have
o build 8 single nation undes
the leadership of the working
class.

Fuilure @ pealise this will
resulft in @ siteation  where
oppaciunestic Yleaders’ like Gads.
hir Buthelen manipulate ‘efhnic
symbols" for their own peason.
What hagipened in Inanda whens
so-called 'Fulu' workers wers
pitted apainst so-called “Indian’
wiwkess for tie benefitt of Gatsha
and Kuglsingi teaches  us - the
darger of the conecpts “rationgl

democr

groups ' and “reces”.

b B difficeli to ses  any
difference between the *rational
groaips” envisaged in the Chat-
er a&nd the ‘national groups' of

roday's aparfheid structures,
Certuinly the developmesnt of
“von languages, folk cultures

and qustoans”™ (Charler clagse)
tics b meadly with what the Nai-
ioisal Parly has implemenied.,

Thirdly, there ig moe altempt
in the Charer i explain how
working-class leadership of the
siruggie is compatible with the
idbea of severnl “nations’ each
congisting of astagomistic olass-
e5, Among the so-called ** Indian
natsmal . group”  for Instance
there pre different classes.

Majority

A minerity in this groug are
businessmen, even big  busi-
fessmen, but the vast majoriny
are working people. The imier-
exts of  fhese working  people
nre inoee an line with the inter-
€ats 4 sp-called "African” and
Caloured " waocking people, and
not with the bosinessmen in
quicstein. The Charter does not
GtE!i-'il'lﬂ'.J's.

s poople whio suppodt the
Charter call themselves social-
ists but beliove tar we most
fuse |:r~j|:n:‘5]|_\:|p||-_- iERinEL Apart-
hiedd iche fifst -stage), and thei

acy’

The prrupmle confivues

fight for socalizm (the second
stagc ).

We in Action Youth oppose
anempts 10 separate the struge-
Ie: for democracy and the strugg-
ke for workers” ;

A grear deal has been writ-
ten and said concetning the
"democratic’ way the Charer
was adopted. Yel nope ather
than Chief Alhert Lithuli, then
president of the African Mat-
wonal Comgress (ANC), mention-
ed i his stobiography that the
Charter was never cinculated for
amchdments o affillates of the
Congress Afliance,

The man who chaired the
mceting wiich adopted the doc
ursent, Ur Wilson Concon, notual-
v soad thar be saw the docu-
ment - for the  fest dme  al
Kliptown (where the Charer
was adoplied),

The various congresses which
made up the Congress Alliance
had  cxaclly the same  vode,
In oher wards, the miniscule
wihdte  Congress of  Demecrars
had the same vate as the ANC.
Thizs I= no opar ddea  of
dermacracy |

Iistead of the Frecdom
Charter, we stand by a socialist
propramite which reflects e
clags stroggle ond will act ax g
guidle in-por fight fu end hoch
Class exploitation wsd narional
(PPression.

unempioymant,

BTR Sermecod {5 the anly major smployer
in the siea, and has imposed an amployment
bayeott on the sacked workers,

& stayawey and o consumar baveort has
been organised in the Pintermaritzburg aren

Time
to
change

the
AAM

The Anmi-Apariheid Movemes
AGM om mber 1 drew
lagether abomt 1000 anti-apar-
thewt  activisis.  Following on
from the AAM's hoge deimon-
sieafcn ki month, it reflecs
the tpsurge in interest in cam-
paigning  against  aparihesd,
spurred on by the actions of the
Soath Afrkan  people  them-T
selves,

Unfortunataly, the AGM
demersirated all the problems
of fhe AAM as it presently
crists, The placform, dominated
by the Comrmunisi Party and
{ellowrravellers, kepr the neeed-
ing under very Hght comieal,

A secutity search &l the door
was exiended © include the
prohibition al political |ferature
ather than official - Anti-Apar-
theid material,

And  the  conferctce was
extremely heavily stewinded,

Siack of the golitienl debate
was g non=debpre, Mast of {he
speeches, from the Aoor ws well
as the platform. consisted of
genera] suppor! B the libera-
fon  movermend, with predous
litthe  reference to  eorad
struggles  or  debales  taking
place within Soul Africa.,

The peow umien  federatbon,
Cosatu, was  welcomed: b
there was no discussbon on the
tracke umion movettent tn Santh
Africa, Amd a resoluton from
Griildlord -~ 5WP, calling  for
lirndted, bat  uscfol forms of
direct solidarity with the inde-
pendent.  soneracial | gniops.
sioply  disgppeared  off  fhe
arenda.

Mesr of the discussion was
tircless and shstrocs,

City af London A&, domin-
Ao by o sanall meo-Stalinist sec
calling themeslves the Hevoly-
tiemary Commisndst Groap, was
suspeided from memborshig of

One thowsand workers at British Tyre and
Rubber (BTR) Sarmcol, in Howick South
Africa, have been on virike sincs May for the
recognition of their union, the Meial and
Allind Workerss' Unian [MAWLI).

Al thoussnd were sackad st the beginn
ing of May following & one-day legal strike
for trade union recogrition, Asa result the
workers now face starvation and indefinite

Support sarmcol strikers

in solidarity. MAWU has pushed for negotis-
tions, but the racist boses refuss to budge,

BTH is a British multinational. 1% O,
#mang other companies, Pretty Polly, Corn-
hill Insurance and Dunlop.

British workors can and must take solid-
arity action with their brothers and sisters In
South Africa. We nesd to push for & proper
nationsal campaign. ' lo the megntime trads

uniond, Labour Partios, college Labour Clubs

1550

and ¥3: cin oollect money and rajse the

MAWU con be contacted at 4. Cantrsl

Court,
South Africa,

128 LGaln

Street, 4007 Durban,

natianal A4 last vear nnd the
AleM reafficmet their sospen-
3o,

Outensibly, Giy of London
have besn suspended For organ-
mational - malpractics. But in
Fiet, the Executive 's motives are
openly politdcal: they object to
the RCG's intention to chan
the wamire of the AAM, and win
it to @ sfrategy Ut imvobves k-
ing on the Beilish stare,

Reinstata

v ol Londin shauld be rein-
stated. Mevertheless, the ROG's
beligerent pftitude & sure o
alienpre new and  unaligned
micbers, was absurd, and chicy
are to be condemrmed for allow-
ing themselves 1o be wodved i
n npsry scuffle wilh the stewnrds
tonvards e end of the afterooo

Hiack workers migvoh Hirough downiown Sohanhesburg

— thaugh fio be sure the heawy-
handed  siewarding  was  un-
nepeasary and provecative,

Hut it is unfortunate that the
AGah had v waste §is tlise dis-
cussiog these  matiers  when
there are o mEny real ssues
that need ts be hammered o,

secinbists need to gel mone
inviHvied in the AAM. This cone
ference codld provide o spring-
board  for- orpanising  labour-
movmesmt  based solidacily
veork. We pecd b fncus on build:
ng comcrete forms of sodidarity,
and to make a porticular effort oo
build suppor for the struggles
ol the South Afrecan workets.

The A AM dtsell will hawe 1o be
changed in the process — fromn a
bureamratio, aind Userefore pali-
ticudly dead puowemant, i8m o
vibran,  demuxratic - solldarity
AT Pk
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Evidence s mounting about the
mmwre of the EETPU's recent
Bk -up with Hoper Murdoch at
Bhe press haron's new Evening
Post plant in East London,
hocording o branch officers
;ﬂ.‘n'u ban comtacted some
ememplerved meTishers, via i
s officr I Southampion s
e ol inbumge
i gt grring the
L = = T
= :
e
—

i

K
]

By an EETPLI member

pipefitters and labowrers. Many
are recently paid off Exso refln-
ey wiwhiers — wha now dlaim io
be earmng upwards of 300 per
wwrid while they metram for jobs
L TF Pty and prinTing press
opErETeL. polm raditonally i
e oo of ™A asad SOGAT
abowr  Pas  comressioning
e ow-aEr muaipnon work o
e g carred! on by elevtri-
s roported 0 be on wagiey of
[y wers

Hos i Sontturrpion EETPLI
oo b e wned as 8 ci-ordingf -
g centre for Hammuond's ‘Mew
Umsmiinn’? Trouble hns bec
brewing for mooths;  brasich
detegaies B0 Trades Councls
and Labour Party GMCy hpve
been repected for the mws) spur-
fous reasons, Earlier this year
the democratic dghl of brasch
members - o vet . mombership
applications. was  suppressed

decision las had o divecs beartng
oq the prescoi  dEspule —
Iecmuse: mo uncngpbyved sections
exist in the EETPU former mem-
bers would have had 1o apply for
re-admizsion vz the -local
branch, In this case  Sowth-
astipluni  bramch  sewd have
such .I.pplil;u.liclrt; an
pam of pving carte blanche fo
the leadership, Az things stam
the. procedure 1s sow [irmly in
the hards of bacal bursamerafs,

Splashed out

U top of thar some £50,000
Irom onion  fupds has  been
splashed ol oo stocteral
changes — brass fitdings ot al
fo cxpincd oftice spoce and albow
EESA kedge crgnnizer jo operate
from the samc premises. From
laere e it emt s el
enginecrs  and .

.-r 1147

witrkers,
Bt Gor the moment i serves
only i camanflage more imnsed-
dafe plans, From this office -
accarding o beanch meeher —
the EESA lodpe sécretnry, Mick
Scanlon, directs the operation in
sugiport. of  Hupert Mundach’s
scith newspaper, A local coach
eperator [non-emdon | cortinues
to be hived on o daily basis 1o
fl-‘q?' workers up and down the
ALY to and from the planl. NGA
Solent  brunch secrefary  Swd
Johne has hndped ' prodest wich
EETPU and TOWU regions. He
rodmims soepical thoaghs
Lo mpjor For the kncal bes
dieal with by iisedf
implicaliong. JIE has o be
taken wefie TUC'®, he spid,
yF and  EETPU
vists have Todled fo - moani
pickels either an the Wapping
plant #self or fhe Sowtlarmpten
iwresa off o,

Joint ckets must be . held
N !

TUC must black this plam !

indefiniicly by area office. The

Bt even H ihat was the mule we
il not put @ scab oo the

Bt the soft lefi put forward

we acpept Ivm on the Panel
i reluctance™ and call on
e NEC io ook inte the Ruale
Pch forces DLPs o put sitting
mmscllors on Fanels irrespec-
e of what they have done
whle I office. This oo aal
Swen was accepted with seven
agsing it, Bul U battle (s

o ooy, i Kevin Dunn is selec
W b0 gtand in the clecions nest
s selecthion has fo be

by the Dhstrict Pariy.
Fules say thut sifting coun-
Slory have to be pur on the
P, Bust there s oo such rule
sk says thal the District
has 10 endorse  their

i wisne of Socialist
ser i digper thaw
ssual, at 16 pager. But
mow the bad mews: {fY
fast ixse before
hristmas. Over the next
weeks well be work-
flat-out on getiing
mew of fToes into

o move in

I Cirgarnizer s
e ahatrad 7 Jonu-
oo i

-m.“% L e,

etk

Feinh workers sooupy Sdenik shipvmd, JO5D

Four veurs age, the oovement
of the Polish workers was viol-
ently suppressed by the Stalink
iy efive, Despite heple -
sistanee, the Solidarnesc inde-
pendent trade wnbon was forced
andergrognd. Polish  workers
died in the artempt o save their
umon.  Jarupelski came o
fEPwEr,

The polisly warking class lkas
not furgeiten the  cighteen
musnihs in which it ncked the

Four years

Iireaperane dictaiorship  and
forced them o alkew 3 degree of
warking éloss freedom gnheard
ol belore i o Ssalinist couniry.
Amd benspth the sueface, the
Snlidarnoss mosvement Bves on

still circularing its fircratuse,
still orgamising distussions, sHll
able t organise slrikes.

Despite all the lies and defiaim-
ations af the Polish workees from
the mowths of Stalinists, Fast
ond  Wesl, and their  fellow-

"1 couldn 't survive
without my crutches”’
From “Vaoice of
Solidarnose’.

on

iravedlers, Solidarmosc - sdill
represends the future of social
ison in Polond. I will rise again,
Solidarnose, aml  mavements
like: it, will grind ino - the dusi
the terants who rule them.

Ve have to build for the duy
when the Brilish workers cm
e chein in forging a gemring,
demiocratic -and  free  socialis:
Eurojae,

CPS

By Mike Grayson

Branches of the lnrgest Civil
Service union, CPSA, are mest-
ing over thenest woeek to discuss
the 196 pay claim snd a res-
ponse b Tressury propogals on a
lang-tesm pay svstem for the
Civil Service,

Adlsrair Groham and o major-
iy of the wanion's rght wilig
Execufive Commitiee are press.
ing the membership to accept
the Toary proposals, Thess are
based on looking at pay svve-
meties (ot ey deveds ) i samidar
jobs outside the Clvil Sesvis,
and granting an iocrense in llae
with such movermenes, Mo only
dlees this svsiem give mo o ele-
met sdl Moadchimg-up™ = and
o waswrs i, Civil Servioe Ty
has {allen comsistertly bebos 1o

S Pags 4

rale ol ipllatkm — buk Lhe
governmicnt wonld  retain @
poweer ol weho, o overrie the
greetnent iF it wished. Also, the
anions wondd have oo wnilaferl
right o arbitration. Becouse of
these “‘peraut™ cliuses for (he
Tories, the leaderships of even
SOMC ftanageEment  Ehkmns Cane
colling Tor = rejection af the
posals. Some of CPSA's r?:ﬁ;
wing are alss aguinst the denl,
b Crrahas was able o swing a
4-11 majority a1 the - speeial
Cavcutive mocting colled toodis-
s the promosals on 1 Movem-
b,

Branches mmst wee o o
Thwse meanmpboss proposals (e

b, Destesl, ey sbonll
demand a  mweabic far-rate
inuregsc fradher ihail o percen-

pay claim

Lige: Tize. which amemarically
tavours  the  ldgher-paid)  in
orrcler to etake up for the polrey
deals we hwe had in recont
wears. Adlse, claims for inereased
annual leave and a0 35 howr
wiek. which are already CPSA
pmlicy, should be made part of
the eonting pay claim.  Most
importanily, the  government
must be given 8 clear indication
thal, we am  serous  whot
winning suwch a claim. Alisrair
Crrohant thinks the umion s oo
wiak lor a fighd ond thal mem-
brs have no stamash . for ome
He shonld be proved ossonnd-
Bl mrome ol the apecit ane-
diy contereren called  for 29
ey where CESA will make
irs linal docishon on the iy

Exi4i
LLER S

WIillWRP face
up to the past?

By Bruce Robinson

The split with Gerry Healy has
left tie Bancle/ Slaughier saction

of the WRP shaken snd Be-

wildersd, About 300 people al a
mieeting in London entied "' Re-
wirh “and  the
splif i’ the heard them
art analyse what hod
ed and give some idea of

ey see theoselves

e
EHng.

The main groblem thar the
Banda brothers and Slaughier
face is having veexplain how they
— i his chief lieatenants —
tdernied Healy foc 5o lomg and
e they thenmelves for meny
years both fook pam in and
covered up for many of Healy's

peactues  which  they now
denoamnee,
Chif  Slaughier, the makn

speaker given the current ' dis.
appearance’ of Mike  Banda,
toak @ sellcrncal bipe  tha
stopped sl of the entise truth.
'.IQR: Centrnl Comimiltes cannot
separate wsell from Healy by his
capalsion: we must ask ouwr
selves wiad our own responsib-
ity v, ng e c-
miEmbers of the P, he added
“these: wha siayved iInocan he
candemned for keeping  their
misths shit. " amd were B
neccEsalily  more

than those who had lofi,

Add up

Yer Slavghter's aceount does
ot add up fo o an adequals
caplamcion of the relationship
beoween Healy and those mem-
hers of the WEP leadership who
have now split wich |ihm, Accoed-
ing. 0. Slaogler, ““Healy's
ahuiscs huve becns poing on for s
kg tme. Up 1o the late 6k
Healy  was confainsd™, Y,
Sy o aF bwo poople knes
dhout the abuge aind Yhey ficle
intimidated ™, Compare this with
the statement in the Mews Line
of 2% November 1985 thar
"Healy's abuses have long boen
ok knowdodge in revision-
Bl crcdes, I the ‘ression-
it ko, b could Slanghter
mnid Badwla not ko ?

The mecling provided mione
evidlence ol the truth of whai
Socialist Organiser said - ahost
the WRP in 1981 when we were
laken to court by theni (Now
that Slaughter is on the recciv-
g el of Redprave’s writs we
hear that “'recourss fo the couris
is & fundamental clasy fjees-
tiom''.} The activism of endicss
paper o sabdsand dalk abou)
“Benapartisrn” and “revolution
ary situation’ merely scevisd o
keep the membership docilely
working and “Cimpased @ osedls
tensosiap - of © opponcpts®,
Healy's - relafionships with the
Iragi ond Libyan roglaes wepe
Cperpeluated  bevawse  Healy
thonghi there was 5o it o
be gained flaancally,” Mem-
bes of the Dl CF were finger-
el fothe regise, Adthaagh
Slavghter did not  say  tha
mioreey hud boen received, he
sabd that *'The daily paper congld
ot v been continued vithow
i oeripplimg deficii. Franches
twroesd - o deb-collecting
:l,gen:in‘s. The party tumed into
il BT,

Slauglier's speech shows the
orls of guestums  thal  memi-
bers of the HandasShughier
WRP must be asking themsclves
in theie dased state following the
split. While, v his own ndmis-
sbi, Bloughier was e i a
PN i give full pnewees”
b declared the meed fo re-exam-
inccrltbeully the entire Iedsvemy of
the WRP/SLL, an our ‘twen aind
with. others", I pariioalar e
catled on ex-mensers af the
WEF o meuin, Hnting fier-
ticularty that the Thorned grosp

wonld be welcome.  Sunghter
also promised open meefings o
discus the ‘historical questims'
i fromi of the whale mewement,
The meeting  showed  thar
Mouphter and  Bandi  lave
opefied Pandora's bax by chall-
chging Healv. Many membeis
must e questoning all phe
sacred cows that form (heip
edpeption by the WERP. Mamy of
the coniribitions fomm the r
W froany COrEANiSatons
ocialist Labour Group, Brifish
supporiers ol fhe  American
EWP, Alan Tharmestl who date
M- degenernion of the SLis
WERP From just befire thelr mwn
break with Healv. Socls explan-
alions are whally inadeguate —
whatever the political tedsts aid
b fhe Healy internal segime
has been & constung Facior for
well over 3 veary
After 195 the SLE weq i
Trotskytsm husdnsiés of Com-
inist Pty soilicants, who had
hegun quesioaing Stablinism i
the wake of Khruschev's: lall-
expumure of Stalin and tle inve-
siem of Huogry, Witk conscians
oy, EumCPer Manty Johin-
slome sgid. Ve andeesland the
shi’k  meimhers of the WRP
raast be feeling, Wedn the Oom-
munist Parv (el exactly the
sdine shock follkwing the expa-
sure of Stadin's crimes'”, Like
Kruschev, . the  owmrades-in-
armis o the ‘dead’  dictatsc,
Bandta and Slaughter cai ol hest
provide . ealfection of half-
truths and wnanswered -
fiong, Like fhe x-CPecs of 195,
the WRPers musi brenk with
thekr ent ik - w
"ﬂ : -" T -“1
Drganiser, which warnod ahme
ancl hes boen svindicated in it
anrﬂgais of whese Healy led the
WEF, hopes to play 0 positive
rule in fhis process,

ILEA
goes

SDP

On Spiwday  MNovember 29
Lomdon. Latenr Party ericd
ndopt o Mimifeses for the ey
Loodon — Edueation Aufharity
iILEAD to be directly elected for
the fivet me nest May.
Caomstituency delegates were
alimost unanimos in D pon-
demnation of the deaft decunseo
viewing if as weak, unimagin-
tive abd urrelated b real issues,
Cajole

Bul they sal powerless g5
Framoes  Morell, the . enrrent
[LEA leader cnjoled trade wnion
delegates iy vote dinvn g s
b have the whole document
referred back. and g recall eogp-
Tecence arranged, )

Depite o nauseating, eon-
descending clisplay troan
Moerell, constitnency sbelopaiiey
hetd fiem w their etitivisme of g
dovunsent thar cowld have heen
writlen hyrhe 1P,

Az enibarrassmient inereased
far party officials al an Hawhisly
VETy  unsafisfaclory  situnrion,
the  Chair, Archor  Lacham,
pramised delegates. har e
winld repoe] the proceedings s
the - regivnal exscilve. and )
currenl regional golicies  wild
}_w rellecredin Eabour's nian-
HLI,




WHAT WITH postal sfrnkes
tramsport  siclkes  and the
threat of 5 close-down of al
toczl authority workplices
we only needed the telephon-
Es o po et week and the
enLirE ..rl'! af Liverpool
--I-IH been cut off from

% Wil

would h:ln: m s
with bulldozers and: pushed
oa all -aceads the Irsh Ses
Fhad way the Toriez could
mayhe deal with two prob-
lem= af once.

Singe  the Labour leaders
have a bparisan policy on
Liverponl ton, Kinnock
wonid have been glad Lo lend
& hand

The budge! crisis for this
particular year i3 over. The
cliy 1= not gokg bankrupi,
thanks te a timely loan from
Swiss hankers

The price of the loan iz
more than just the loss of
face for Derek Hetton. The
city 5 plunpged further inio
debt that if simply cannoi
pay, This bears a sinking
similarity to previous Likeral
palicy.

“As eagly as | 976, Labour
was gitacking the Liberals
plag o pay for repuirs to
cotncil housing by capitalis-
ing them, that is, using its
capital houslng allowance o
pay for them and borrowing
the money long-term... Lakb-
our'’s argument was that this
helped o keep down Lhe
rhtes shorttecm, bul would
increase the long-ferm debi of
the city which futurs gensra-
Lo could nod repay™

This guote, from the rec-
ently published book ‘Liver-
popl Om The Brink™ by
Michael Parkinson, is hirterly
iromic in light of the events of
the past fortnigh.

Who Ik te blameT The
Tory povernment has been
immovahle, prepared to see
Liverpool go down the pan
gocially  and  econemically,
They have consisiently refus-
ed io retutn any of the cen-
tral gowvernment granl taken
from the city in recent years
bt necessary 1o meer the real
nesds of the first dedndusisial-
imead ciiy in Britain,

What i gives with one
hand, in  fancly-named
grants, it takes away with a
vedtgeance with the other,

Undermina

The national Labour Party
leaders have also made every
effort o undermine  che
aliempls of the Liverpool
Labour council to maintain
services and to develop a
modest  house-building  pro-
pramme wilhoul an incTease
in Jocal taxation (Tates) which
the working clas must pay,

The Kinonocks:, Straws and
Cunminghams bave done the
Tories' dirty work. They
don't live in atrects whese al-
most everyone ic on the dole
It is plways OK to recom-
mend sutfering if wou're not
the one who has to suffer,

However; there is an old
Yorkshire saying to the affect
that ‘them thet®s pever done
anything wrong, have never
done any thing right®,

How was it possible, given
the Torla" evident culpahil-
it¥, for them to appear to be
inpooent by-standem in these
evente? Why was Kinnock
ahle #o et such support at
Labour Party confersnce for
what amounts 1o the launch-
ing of .o purge of Liverpnol
Labour Party when two vears
ago he was very circomspect
in criticising Liverpoo]® Why
were national and local trade
uninn  leaders able fo con-
vince most Liverpool coamcil
workens nol Lo support the
council's stence, i, sz the
counct leadership cladined, it
would mean subsiantind job
lossea across the entire work-
force’

These questions also give 1

Liverpool: the truth
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Bas Hardy raports from Liverpool

rige to a much more Tormid-

able one. In May 1984 the
Liverpoal Lahour Party
athieved ita biggest ever olec-
foral victory on the basis of
iy confrontaciondal, . anti-
Tory ticket, It also had wide
spread support in the unjons.
Al that time, even the WL -
the leasat class conscious gec
tion of the council’s work-
lorce — narrowly voled down
o momon for o one-dew errike
in support af the council,

Why, now, do we have 5
Lotally dutmygd Iocal  peo-
ermment joint shop stewards”
committes? Why now is the
Laboar - Party in dunger of
being crucified at the polls
mext May?

Some of the blame must
be put down to the sectarian
and bureaucratic balhaviour of
the Militant lepdership on
Merseveide. They cut away
trada umion support for the
Council's stance, They
allowed, through confugion
ar  dedign,  seddi-gangeserist
politics  to develop in the
Town Hall. They played into
[he hancds ol the Tofies and
the Labour Parmy Right/Kin-
nockiles. They created a rod,
not only for their own backs,
buc for evervone else who
takes a left wing stance (o the
Labour Party.

Our Town Hall Marxists
have behaved more lke a
cross hetween the Jehovakh's
Witnemses ._q]:l-:] the Cosa
MosrTas.

The Hatton Faclor 18 one
gad symprom of this, Hatton
has plaved the media in order
to  ¢efablish  himself a5 a
national  poliiesl  fpure,
courting publicity even to the
extent  that  local  people
regard him ag the sole repre-
septative of Liverpool Labour
Farty, It is mo good accusing
Kinmock of developing a per-

sonality cult, if you are doing

expctly the same thing

When the Leader of the

Alouncil, Jobn Homilion, talks

of gangsterism, divension of
mail and telephone calls ancd
gurveillance, something s
clearly wrong.

'n-fﬂ'lzli

This eort of thing, along
with the peraphermalin of
flash cloihes, Nash cars, efc.,
stem, eveh Lo non-malicious
observers, fo have aome sub-
slange to thern,

The Hatton stvle has led
many woters to belisve that
there is 2 grain of truoth in
the Tory prosa Hee

h..]r;: Fresent Tﬁ:unu'ml iomn
o Lhe wn:m,gl
ddock era

Tobs have been given to
people sither in the Tendency
ur willing 1o kowtow to i,
Aacross 4 wida range of council
employmient. Apart from the
motoriows example of Sam
Boznd, we have teaches pro-
moted, union officials given
sabbatcals, councillors
included or excluded Ffrom
the council on the patronage
system.

Patronage

The wysiem of patronpge
iz the major cause of disonity
among the workforee, The
GMBATI has henefited can-
siderzbly in terms of pay and
working conditions, 3 fact
that in itself & not wedersir-
ahle. Theae concesxinns have,
however, been geen, and
made too be aecn, ag heing
prunted 8t the expense of
other sections of the councl]
workiores,

The other bhig blow to
trade union solidarity was the
dreadful and  serminghy
blzarre decipion 1o issue
redundancy  aotices o the
31 ,000-=strong workiores.

This ractkc wag trested
with hoatility and suspicics
by many honest trade union:
ists, Could it be that some nf
the conncillors did not wanpt
to be barred from offtce? The
redundancy notices were @
tegal device to siay within the
lzw bui such [egal mniceties
only placed fear and uncer
tainty in the ininsts of the
workiaree,

The unlons have gemarally
been viewed 83 & subacrvient
appendage of ihe coanci,
Becuuse the employer was the
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socdalist  council, union dis-
pubes were an  nttack on
socialism itself. Since stost of
the uniods pusuing  trads
WO prigvances represented
wlite  collar workers, and
such petty bourpenis workers
were depounced, this zave an
opportuniy  to the trade
unisn  teaders bhestils to the
council’s lght in lead thelr
members ouf of the
CAMPRIEN.

Many workers who broad-
¥ sugported the council grad-
ually became demoralised in
1985,
AEMY,
oul on demonstrations,  but
never party to decision mak-
ing.

The comtempt with which
the cowncil leaders: held the
workforee waa clearly shown
by the way in which the
current crisis was solved, The
council had egrecd the hank

balencing deal in August, vet

il cantinued to tell the work-
force for @ f[orcher two
months that there was no
alternative o the hankrupiey
gption, apart from the Tory
povernment climbing down,

Could such o loan have
been negotinted without Towy
Minigrer for the Ernvironment
Baker being aware of it? The
Tories knew thet the bank-
mptcy threal  was  nolling
more than a chamde, and a
proor effort ot brinkmanship.

The footaoldiers of Miki-
tant bave yet to see It this
way. They are used to sccefpl-
utg-a ling, bhanded down from
the gurug at the top

Until Militant ook owver
the councl]l it had no ddea
how to aperate in real-fife
alitics, Prlitical activity
congiabed of pasing toriu-
ous Teaolutions on the peed
for socialism, The LPYS was
controlled by them In &
faslocen o nermetically  seal
it Trom outside influence: —
cutting off any possibility of
the LPYS developing inio a
mass youth organisztion,

This spilied over into the
wat in which they dorminated
thie  city council. [Decigiops
wore taken By a small group
at the top, Hutton, Mulhearn,
ete., with the token non-
Militant, Tony Byme., The

Liverpood

thors tb'#ﬁiﬁi&lﬁﬁ.

Lme would then he abksorhed
by the aparachniks who
would then pass o on to the
broad, politically uneducated
Masses,

Fbis resmiced in Militant
supporters  ecoming.  isola-
ted and exposed in Liver-
poal,

Huch g sitnation does them
oo good in the long term
althouph they may he ahle
to r-::mut o few more sup-
porters in  the next few
weeks

Mililant bhove succeeded in
i winming over

around an anti-Tory p
gut reaction. In a0 dodng,
they hawve fatled to educate
them on a auwmber of impor-
tant ideclogical issues, such
ad rice,

Socialist

These  people aze waorth
conserving lor socialist poli-
tics, but they will be loat if
Militant on Memseyside con-
towes on its sectarian frej-
ectoTy.

Militant supporears showld
think ahout the pozsble mis-
tokes they have mads if they
are [ win bhack support.
There should be discussion
arocund the following agenda;

*Removal of Hatton as che
mpin  spokegperson  of the
DLP. A definite neesd exiscs
o de-personalise  Liverpool
Labour Parcy’a stance.,

*The removal of Samson
Bond 88  race  relgtions
advizor,

Il the council is willing to
mpke Concessions Lo Swiss
bankers, then surely some

concessions to  Liverpool’s
black <commuondty  are in
arder?

*Reconstruction  of  the

Toint Shop Stewards' Coot-
mitles, The councll must
lake positive stepg o tTy
und reanite  the loom] gov-
ernment worklorce,

* Re-eatablishmant of
workers®  democracy inside
the DLPF. This should  be
wused ag o forum for demo-
crutic  discussion, and #of
as an arcpa for the pillory-
ing of individoals who dare
to disagree with the line,

*Candidates  chosen by
Labour Parly wards who are
critical of aspects of Liver-
pocd Pary policy should naot
be barred lrom the panel of
candidnies,

The Kinnock bureaucracy
158 more powerlul than rcthe
Militani Tendency ohi.
In attacking  Militant  the
Kinnockites are inserting the
thin end of the wedge.

They must be stopped
from  turming  the Labowr
Party  loto .
machipé — a kind of “SDF
Mack I1. The non-Militans 1&ft

w-aﬂm the bureau-
C Hvities ﬁf‘m

stampede them infot
of the witch-hunters.

After all, what has been
going on o Liverpool is par
for the courss in councils up
and down the country. Liver-
ool has been singled ouf
because  the Labour leades-
ghip happens (o dispgres withy
lke policies being purgnesd
there.

Socialiste on Merseyslde
have 1o cloge ranks agaimst
attempts by the NEC to
to destroy & genulne, ongan-
laed rewponze to copitalist
altacks on living standards
and services for the working
clags. We must also be firm
against aftempis to hijack
working cless prolests

down varlous aeclarian gnd
burepucratic highwaye
by ways,

snd

From Socialist Drganiser:
"Starved, bartered, defiont:
mngmﬁn:eau rr!dncr's An analy-
sis of the miners” strike, 750
pls pastage,

“Musions af : the local
governmens beft 197985, Gip

:PJI.I: ot

Waorkers” Lil:lu‘l:_'.' o Sonrth
Africa: T‘F
"Workers v’ on Tmtmr-
igts today: ‘Under Whooee Flag™
0 plus poetage.
Socialist Forwm ou. 1, 'The Beit-
ish Boad io Nowhere™. S0p plus

B
I?htg: Emlm.z. “Tretand
' plus pustmpge,
Sacinbist Fotum oo, J, on

Alfghanistan. Spplus postage.
e fo 204 Lo,
Lordon NI 28F,
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Geoff Bell, author of
The Protestants of
LHster’ and other books
on |reland and Hackney
North CLP delegate to
this year's Labour

Party conference,

raplies to John
O'Mahony on the debate
at that conference

SOCTALIST Orpanmer of 17 Ol-
ober gave over thiee pages o
aftackmyg ooesell and three other
movers and seconders of the
resolutins on Ireland ar ihe
Labour Party conferetion.

In repiving o this, the B
admisssan [ would moke is that 1
i somewhad  cdubsous  pbour
i s § fimgd it rather difficul
o toke senously Jokn O"bah-
ony’'s ‘reviewn’ of the Ielsh deb
ate ot conforence,

It is reodniscent of those oid
sharies abour  theatre  peviews
writton by aoimeome whis speni
the entlee performance of the
pay in the theatre bar. Like
dohn (O'Mahony that feviewer
may have pead the serpl — amd
Maheny reprocuced ours . a2
greal length — but there are
e W plays than the script.
And there s moee 1o debales ar
Labour Pary conforenge tha
whai s ocfwally  =nid in
specclics

However, lel me begin by
guestioinng ¥ Mabony's
methodology. In asking why. o
raither  asseriimg  thar, Cthe
Trosops O coreent siill counts
for litthe in our mievement’, he
savs thal (hase who sre'k an
cxplanation for ihis can hegin by
looking ol the debate 5t confoe-
eace and pf the weak argunssin
pot owcr v thse who macle
speoches e,

Absurd

Ihis = a wvery silly sugp-
gestion. The mavers of the reso-
futions have fve minuies each,
th semnders amd ofher speak
ers three minobes. Too cxpect
vy indiadunl to make a detail-
e, theoretically-sound, anseer
imgz -pll-possible-olyfectivm - -
milghi-be-ramed tvpe of speech
in thai e is absurd.

s ix especinlly . the case
when the issue concerncd s
Morthern Treland: an Bsoe vunli-
nizgally distorted oo neglected by
the ruling cass press and the
labour bureawcricy. Mo, all we
can i when speaking o resalo-
tions om Ireland at the pasty
comference is hope 1o make &
couple of polemical ;.mmla -
et ol o ter misapprehen-
sions and supply the pdd bit of
information which pechaps, just
pechaps may start the odd dole-
gare thinking afresh abour fhe
Irish igswe.

Thess may  appear  modesl
mtenficns bt [ de suppest thal
Jobhn O'Maboay is cather naive
if e Pelleves that it 35 spesch-
es pt Labour Pamy conferences
which win or lose debates ilien:,
A T am sure be knows, the vass
mtagerlty of wobes are deeided
beforehand ut caucus meetings
o the wrmions,

What informs thets discussion
on Iretand 1will discuss shorlly,
but 16 give over three pages of
Socialisy Organser o discussing
lur or five spesches of a fow
nipuies each 15 (o elevate the
importance of those, and the
pessible effect they could have,
e L] Ll o0 moo warrant,

But i Jodm O'Mabany wishes
v o that, at beast let him
g2t off his metaphotical theaise
bype stoed, By oa progromane and
ser: what the play was ealled.
The basis of his attack on us wis
ler: cinsast 'The sing]c slogan
“Tecops Our'' needs jo e re.
Placedt by o broader  agication
which would  make  “Troops
O ope elecmen! in w.cahersnt
programme’. | pgree. 645 [ am
sute ¢y the other d,c]n:.mtcs
O Muhemy artacked.

And that 15 why, tlally cn-
ira e i e umpression given by
Sacialist Organiser; the cesolu-

= LR enrwnsk

‘Britain out’is

tans e meved and  secomded
wend wiy. way bevond Troops
Chut’.

O Mlahopy wainds ‘s coherent
|_.lr'l.l|,:ra|:n.1nu'. Yo Ao we, which is
why in the resalution moved we
cnlled pot just for withdneal
within the lietime of the nes
Labour gewermanent, as Socialis:
Chganiser reporied, bt also o
the working o of ‘e detatled
tilicy far Hritish withdeawal®,

Cell 1t a ‘“eoberent  mro-
pramme ord “detmled poliey”
miaHers biecle: whot docs malter
15 dhey pmoud o dhe some
Thing.

Cerainly we did not detall
this palicy or programaoe, al-
though the seoond  resolution
mentioned some pessible cosn-
ponemts of i — the ending of the
FIa. plastic bullefs and sirin
gearehing — ha what we did du,
i the wording of our ress-
Hans, was 10 suggest that the
veorking out of this policy: pro-
eraimicre wis ol such Importance
that we needed d wide-ranging
iliscugsion within  the  labowr
moverment fo fbesh i ot

Thai is whar the pesolwbions
calledt dor, and foe Joli OF Mah
any ooy oand paradie wsoas
Troops Gud sempleting is 8 seo-
taran dislarion

And, if 1 maay, 1 will skl a
persnnal ree Bere. Jofin is kind
chivuh e savin his aricle thai
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1 lave arvitten some ‘useful
wiarks! on Ieeloncd.  Foe thar.
thiank you, bt i he had eead oo
ol thise works a litile  more
clusely “The Beitish in Ie-
lapd’ — he would know thar in
the cenclusion | arpue foe aned
cetail o coherent ]Impgr.ur.w for
Brilish withdraws

The Labowr Committers an lee-
lnnd also argue the importance
of extahlishing a progeramae for
withelrawal . AL of wlhich under-
hines the impodtance  of * not
i 1o o many polessde
tunclusicans an the basis of wiu
s said 0o couple of mnizbes
ol spoochifying nd Lobour Pacty
conferences.

Cpinion

As o fhe guality of  fhose
spesches which D Mahany
seeks o denipranc that 1s. of
coivsr. 4 matber of opinion. In
the apimien ol the Irish Posr,
lor insbiswe, “the Insh cpse was
put most eloquenddy at Bouese-
miouth — tlwe best ever presen-
tabion ancd all whe spoke 0
favvanr of those rescelutions must
b warmily conpratubared '

Mo the Irish Post may mat
puossess e Theoretical wiscdom
ur Marxisi nnalvss of Socinlist
Urgamiser, but thore is - one
reason for aking s views &
pod dieal e sersrsly fhan
those ol Clolin - EF Makwaoy: s

coverage of the Irish debate at
conferenee  concentrated | on
attacking the disgracelul, incoh-
erent. perlormunee of Alex Kir-
san, the spokesperson’ for the
HEL

Thar, foe e, was a- oouch
i ngportiond. Grgel - — the
rarpet af the labour burcau-
cracy who both histerically and
presently  mwst share the
responsibilics for British mismbe
i Ireland — thaee that of their
left  critkes swuch  as o myself
and the sthers who spoke in the
debare in favour of ciding thar
British iedseule;

Mention of the labour burean
cracy rdises & further point con-
cerning the debore in the trade
ungams o Irelamd dnd the refa-
tmshig ol this to discusssons
im - the  Labour  Pariy. © When
rMahony asket “Why s fhe
Troops-var-ofdeeland currcot so
focile i the  British  labowm
rwenenl? beowas not onby
mrstiken in charmciensing us as
simply “Tressps-met”, be was alss
wrong in his asscssment of our
steeagth

Within the lasi four oc five
wears we have won the pary to
supporting, on  paper,  Irish
unity:  secuesd  promises o
repeal the PTA aisk stop the. pse
of plastic bullets; and defeaked
thie WEC on the ending of e

principle No.l

jurvless courts and sifip-search-
me. Support for our. positions
I the CLPs has plss ersared
Huw Treland his been debated at
canference  for the Tast five
VOaEN.

Majority

| wanld also argue thar we
o have negjoring, o0 mol aver-
whelming,  support in the
CLPs in suppor of Brifish with:
dirawal. Where we: lack
5 im the trade onions and it is
their Mook wole which has con-
sistently ersured cur withdrwal
muAions are last,

Why have the unfons adopued
this artifude? I it becsjses, as
Jabin O'Malony suggests. The
tride umion delegations ar cop-
fercno ave woened: aboat the
prospect of & beod-bath if Beit-
airrleaves ¥

They may e worned abour
this, and ceraindy the ques-
tlon of the hiod-bmh nesds
serous  discussiom,  but  do
suggest this is what infoems the
uniaons opgoeition — of thit of
the MEC — ia British withdraw-
al i5 to aschbe o these andon
bureascrais — s many of them
afe — o degres of concern and
compassion for the peor kish
Cathalics of which, quite frank-
v, there ts oas much evidenos
as theres 1 of sneacan hell

M s any halt-dooent mares-

Lalist analysis would fecogrise,
the remson the “usion  Jeader-
ships aze hostile to British with-
deawsl “is booause of  thelr
membership ' m Mocthern e
bmcl-the vast masecicy of =hom
are lovalisis ond whw  swodld
yuite ERely Seave their anlons if
they helieved thedr leaderships
were ving pro-Hepoblican res-

olurions ~ at La Party
coltlereniozs,
Al 1o that the Fas the

untans”  keal  leadecships in
Marthern Ireland have, in some
instantes,  besn o chemsslves
pocusced  of wmaﬁuF di=gri-
otination agaiinst Calloliks by
the Fulr BErgplesment  Agency,
imel e heHln las et o mareTial-
istic explanation for the wimons'
attitodes towards Morthern Ire-
larwd. earlwee than some ideaslisie
nodiom that if is all tn penphe's
heards and i we pot the dghe
rgument ovey wie will win e
defmale.

With thad in mind, ler me just
concligde by making a coupte of
remarks a5 fo hkew we can
bl do changes this situation.

The: work of hailding up sop-

vf Fo2 Bricizh withdmread from

redand witkdn tlwe rank aml file

af the uriins 1% an ahyvious prics-
iy, und are way in which; in
tuture, the material inceeests of
the burcaucvacy eould be megai-
ed. And we are ol agneed
ltat 1o win {hat SUPPETT MEAns
gaing beyond Troops Out New,

Uneconditional

Where the roal dispuse hes |
QuEpeCt. bs just exactly whiers da
we _geﬂ?‘ For mysell, the miding
patitbez] principde is that socal-
sty insist thar Brtish withdeaw-
al from Ireland is uneanditiann.

To epell this oul, nelther (he
Brifisly government, the Eabour
Party conference noc oven Soe-
infist Organiser can place condi-
tiens on Beitish withdmwul: The
Elri:m.i]:-i.-u ol seff<determination
means that they have ao dghit e
irgise thar the Insh consoroct
thedr state in this or thag way
hestire Brivain leaycs.

That iz why 1 oldeci 4 John
O bahody’s pracice — both in
this achicle amd others — of
voupling British withdeawal with
the adviocacy of 4 fedend Tnes
land in which there womld be
pomakde gilale anrloreary lor the
Profesian] North,

I heave mor drdention of entering
oo this argument hore beciess
1 o net a the pirime ra-
apapsibility of Hritish secialises
at this atage in the Inish struggle
15 o st prevind and commenratc
un clebates at Laboor Pairy
copterences aac day and oon-
sroct  constibulioau]  arrange-
mens by which lreland will be
govermed the next.

Char job is to woek for British
withdrawal from Ireland, In the
course at that work we can sug-
gest wavs and meaes of lessen-
g The thrept of 8 bood-
bath — for instmee the dis-
bandment and disapming of the
UDE — and we can inglode
these mensores in 8§ wider asd
mewe deaihed  programme  for
Brirish wirhdrawal.

Tlar. howeser, is i entirely
differari provess than the Irish
priurity Sacialist Crpanisee has
chosen 10 adept in the Tasd
couple of wears — arguing in
Britain for & Federn] relnnd,

It all COGFUTES 1 NA .;l'nul;i:ng
vision; we win the debane i e
Lihour Party; n socialist govern-
ment propaecs Do welhdeas From
Ireland: Jobu: O Mahony parnd-
25 B and down Whisehall wich
the bamicr “Troops  Must Sray

Dorll  Prolesiant Hights  Are
Secuned’,
This, af course. {s o cories-

mre, The paint I om making is
thiat. [oe e, wny theonetical dis-
cussiaran the natuee of II_'I_I,'H.“H-m
which we o Britain have i3 best
placed b the context of ndvoeacy
for uncomditional Briusl with-
drivvnl. Once thal comext is
apgreed.  ihen  perhaps  wo
cady g unnj&mnhﬂﬂﬂ::'[“ﬂ:
of ‘reporiage” Soclalist Organ

er qsed for the lrish debile nl
coirlereiue and the fype of
witich was mecessitated by
repuTage,




dohn O'Mahony replies
1o Geoff Bell, and takes
further some of the

arguments developed in

‘his analysis of the Labour

Party conference debate
nd in Socialist

seifsufficient slogan bue
as part of & coherent pro-
gramma for freland,

D1 “attack’ Geof Bell and the
adhers whose speoches sl Lab.
e Party conferenes | sammari-
srd and commented upon in 50
J4RT

Certminly | crificised  them
pretty severely, and 1 suppose |
was i bt umkind o Sarph
Roelofs, whase wiatings on lee-
lapd in Labom Bricfing sum wp
for me much of wisl’s wrong
with maich of the lef

Hut to disagres i5 nol peces-
sarily to “pitack’, | consider my-
sell 1o be on the same side as
e who spoke for Troogs Oul
at Labour Party conference,

I presenmed full sammaries of
the speoches tn order fo avoid
giving the imprescion of trigger-
hixppy lactional sniping and o
ghve the reader the chance o
borm an independent judgment ;
1 solicited Geoff Bell's present
mﬂl;- because 1 believe o seriogs
debale weihin the Lot on the
guestion of refand is ong of the
mosl urgent tnsks we Have o
tackle.

Unfortunately  Geofl | Bell
declines o discouss moss of what
Tswraie,

Having summarised and crli-
cally apsfyscd the acguments
used by udvoentes of T
et 1 condloded that: ... The
lefi Jomt the argument ai this
year's Labour Party conference.
With the partial exeeprion of
GeeodT  Bell  the Joft  did e
FUieH serfamll aifeme fo s
P fhe arpusienty’ (einpliasis
added), Was | right arwrong?

ool Bell s of course nght
that there is more fa the Lab-
oar Parly conference “play’ than
the mere soript, the speeches,
alope embodies or can convey.
The pressures amd vested inter-
ests of the puiside woarkd over-
shada the debares, giving theis
precise moaning and weight o
the  sentiments and  ddeas
expressed there and somefimes
predetermining the vote without
regart to the specches and argu-
menis that emefge  al  oon-
ferenc.

G s right that it is 8 weak-
ness in my account of the delate
thut I didn’t underline and bring
out the significance of Kitson's
refercnee (which I ciled) 1o the

TGWL's 200,000 Irish
members.
But my subject was the sonm,

i.g. the arguwnents. The absence
af comument on the irade union
bureanctacy s vested  inberest
nat b upset the staties qus is &
weakness in my article but oot &
decisive one uless vou want o
say that the argumenis are icrel-
v,

Arguments

1 itemised the tdes argu-
ments an which the oppanents of
Troops Dut base themeslves,

1, Thar British withdrawal
wiosld be fodlowed inanedistely
by sectarian clvil war, and there-

e

A, Teoops O beads oot to o
united eland bt o Boody
repanition and taw Insh stales:
and

A, Thar Borthesy Ieéland is
some sl of lEimtimune expres-
siom of the nights of the Profest-
ant comunanics, which can only
be changed fundamencally with
thedr ol ',

My summary of 2l the points
miade by the spenkers =rablish-
od the remadable face thar cndy
ope lefbawinger even uttemprted
o el wdth any of these argu-
ments — Leatt Bell ek op the

e o

hloadbath argumeni.

The rest af the argumepts
were nod iauched ar all By any of
ihe keft speakers, Thal wis the
masl sirking feature of the
debate. — “wshey Sidn't aw
fo arguat. In ferms of the acgu
ments it was aloost o pon-
debate because the befr simply
defiutted on the argoments,

U I'd seized on this o (hat
hasty speoch wnd said the equi-
walent of: " s no accedent,
comenadis., thad comeade X in his
5 abonit rate rises in Tower

milets neglected o deal. with
the class character of the Com.
munist  Parties of Cuba and
Uniter Mongelia'' — then that
willd  be very  unreasonabie,
But what happened in the pon-
Ference dehntes need an cxplan-
atian stromger than Geof! Bell's
charge that I'm enguging in
factional salpimg.

- Bovauge muwers of the resolu-

twus have only five minutes,
sitys Deoff Bell, apd seconders
only  three, “o expesd oy
individual 1o make a detniled,
theofelically sound, answering-
ol - possible - objections - that
might-be-saised type of speech
in thot time is absurd™.

Moreover, though “ihe gques-
ton of the blocstbath needs ser-
wus - disemssion”™,  'any  haif-
decemi mabterialist  analysis
wold  recognize  (thath  the
reason the unien leaderships are
heetile o Hritish withdrawal is
because of their membership
Morthern Trcland, the vast magj-
arity of whoos are Loyalists pnd
wiho would guite likely lepwe
theit umions if they  beleved
their beaderships were vofing
frre=-Repubfican  resolufions st
Labour Party éomference. (This
suggestsh 8 marcrialistic explan.
ation for the unions’  artiiude=
towards Morthern breland racher
thin some sbephscic ocian thal
it is all in people's beads and
if wio pur the sight argumend
pver wiewill win the debane ™™,

S the  arpuments  don't
matter? Or amyway ool very
mch?

Bur the arpuments do maes

ond f they don't, why wrile
atticles ssd books, why hathers
Lo Pk speechas g ol ?

The urgnments had ao Impoet -
ane: ousice the ‘theatre” of the
confepenos — they went aal live
afl tae TV channels.

Was bive mimizes not cnaunght
That eeonildn s expladi the virdual
absenc: of eyen aitempis —

L]
TR
h.h
wh i

rushed and garbled s they
might have (o be in the circume
stafced — o ke upo ihe
argwnents. Nor docs i explnn
the fact thot in an aricle of
ihoyt TR words — which can't
be much bess than the ‘cont-
menl part of my amicle — Gendf
Eell sl docsn't atiemp o
angaer aty ol (he points,

Perhiaps our  disagreccient,
then. 15 nbour whal the argu-
ments in the mewement are?
¥ell then, what are they?

In faci Geoll Bell's positeen
seoms e be nod thet the ago-
ments den't mater, nor that
they ase different from what |
sfated, bt that we dea’t hgee
the  wFpht e discpss swch
issnes, Moither the British lab-
our - ewevernent,  nor  Beltish
hlarxists inor — in oy own case
— Irish Marxists who live in
Brifain} have any right to dis-
cuss the Baues, Dur podithceal
rights can go no further than
the: eighl e repear, as oflen as
wi cain muster the energy ond
comviction, the . singe televant
slognn, Treoops i Mow, with no
gualification.

Response

I must have expressed myself
bagby, becuuse Goofl Bell las
e tnken on bodrd the main
point 1 siade, about the need for
seping Troops Ol sz coc ele-
ment in & wherent programme.
His respones is ““that the resolu-
il we moved and sscondod
wenl way, way bewond Teoops
(il ... the reschrtion T moved. ..
citlled ot just for - withdeawal
within the ferime of the next
Labour gieermment... i pkso
fae the wirking owt of ‘5 detail-
ed plicy’ for Brivish withdras-
al”,"" Further:

“Comainly, wio did por detadl
this policy of praposad, although
the securl resalution mention-
ed sume passihle componeats of
il — the ending of the FTA,
plastic: bullets and stng-seanch
inr == bt what we did &a. .. ang
b sugEest. .. Lhat w4 needed a
wike-ranging discussion within
the Inbor moveinent o flesh
{this proEsaneae ) ol .

B "deipiled prdice”, he undes -
stand i detalled policy foc how oo
wirhdraw the troopes, oot o pro-
posal bor whint is o peplace the
PRESENT SIraCtane winch deprends
tor imssurvival oo British trongs.,

My &ndre argmment wis —
ancl | osasd - explivithy thar

Tooops fhal” alone is oounber-
priluctive. B begs questions —
like che bloodbach issue —
which it doos not snswes and
which can only be answered by
B programome for how Irolamsd
snould e restructired,  wilh
Treaps Dt us part of it 1 sid
o programinee shkeald be sl
determination for Ireland as &
Ehale ard within that  zuio-
REIET Tor th FI*:IHESEEI:J[ argas’’

Blliredin % of the
resguinsImliy 1Hgl'ﬂn opacity ol
niy 'ﬁ-ri':i.l'g. [ B S TV vermark-
dable that Geofl Bell e i
seem phle o fake in the paing
let abane seply o i

b facd be explicitly refuses fo
discuss issees ke ‘federlism®
i profune publicarion like 50
ina foreign couatry. Gurs is oo
to reason why,

We arc all agrest fhat o win
thit suppert mexns going be-
vand Troops G MNow, Where
the veal dispute Thes, [susgect, is
just where doowe po. For my-
sell, the guiding political prin-
ciple is that sccialists insisc that
British withdeawal frenn brelid
is uncosdidonal .

“To spell” this. out, . nelther
the British governmond, the Lah-
aur Pty oonlerence, or oven
S0 gan place conditions on
Beltish withdrawal. The prin-
ciple. of - self-delermination
means that Chey have pa right 1o
Imgist thal the Ihsh constroct
tlacir state in this oo that way
bedore Boitnin leaves. . ™ -

Fiurt with’ all die rexped, this
1% metaphysics, mol polites of
amy  sort . aml  cerminly oot
working-class politics. You cle-
vate  Irish self-deformination
o an- ahsehrte pripciple ag
wimst which everyliing else is
measured and (o which every-
thing - else is ¥ pecessary
sacraficed.

HMow I'm for o united fedecal
Ireland tany other foem of widted
Ireland is simply inncervabde},
Hut | don®™ stacl oot from the
ides that a wmited Ireland, or
even all nxlependent reland, iz
Hee goud ftself, an opguestion-
ahle nxiom,

Tareive at suppoert for a uaived
Ireland ox o result of asking
other questions. How can the
Irish wacking cluss: be anined?
Hew can the paralvals of the
Insh working class be hified?
What are the conditions in which
rlh-: Ish working class & ouosl
Eikely to separace itscll poditicnl-
Iy from the Gresn, Chings, and
Crreaen-White-and-Change  seg-
ments of the split and divided
lricl bourgeaisie?

I arrive. e the belicf that a
urmied Irelangd bs jpecessary he-
capse | believe a federal onired
[reiand En whech the democraric
rights of buath sections of the
Irish people will be profected
1= the necessary way towards an-
vther goal. working-closs unitr,
veiich [ codssder a higher poal
nnd; il there werps 3 choice
be stucle, 0 far meee bopoecian
end.

[ reject the pofitics of ABC
copaoime  pgitaticn  combinesd
with ubstract socialist propagmn-
da chaeactecistic of Mhlftanc and
other grongpes Because it singly
his nocomay of relaling bo fhe
peditical questiois which domi-
nate: the life of the Six Copne
working ehass and seetinns of e
2 County wewking clngs. and
iherefone has e prip oom
résalite.

Hur i 1 thavghi e wocking
rlass conld be unied by igmoring
the unecselved  amd  testering

orkers’ unity is the
‘ first principle

national guestion. then 1 would
eodisdber 0@’ soctalist duty fo
tgmaTe it,

Meither Irish independence,
mor Irish self-determiparion. nar
Irish wnity, is on absolute jtin
ciplde § e S ndpoint & that
o Marxiny socializer, . That 8
what distinguishes s from all
nnficralists left and Hghei Ieish
Indeperdence and unify i nol
the end bt a ineens toan cd,
Wo e for it oragainsd i
depending an other things.

Programme

oo ea mike of “seif-determina-
B & sefsufficient  pro-
RrAMLmE ancl, gt Teoeps Oul as
its expressian: B Ronob even
seaniedhing thit cRA be. discmss.
wel. Yrur position conflates ihe
Mrxdar support far & democmitic
Programme wnd for those figlht-
g lor it — o support that ig al-
ways candliriornnl in the sease of
belng a means foan cnd — with
ihe naticnalist vicw of sloguns
like Troops O as an end in
thomseives.,

You collapse the particular,
anel excephionally  complicated,
Irish question sl generalitics
aboul self<dEerminarion — e
cuncrete ines dhe ahstrac.,

For n cectadnty the 26 Coum-
ties have seil-determination and
full poditical independence from
Britain — they fook & different
line m World War 2 and the
resent. Falklands . war, they
arpgue with Bojtain as an sqoal
within the EEL.

Soutleeen Ireland hagn't goi
coonoimic. mndependanee e, (8
hasn't. Bt that is an entirely
different question. The sociubist
programoe agoinst eolonialism
ind impesiatsm s not the resc-
Honary  dfopla of  ecomomie
independeno: © and HI.Tt.BI:'l::.-.
which the Ihsh  boorgeaisie

o

partly aftempted between 1932
and 1958, Dur sclubion o the
coofimle.  guestions 15 class
struggle and socialism,

aelfsletermipation & a0 ofg-
anising privciple e socialists,
and an always “binding  and
nctive principle. ¥We are obliged
to Oppose s opposte, oppres-
slon and  demol of  national
dentoemey. Bur how, if not Ty
discission, can we decide oon-
cretely whether we are for ==
determisinlion  of  particular
groups, whitt self-detcrmination
means in particular clreemstan-
cex, and what form of  self-
determination?

The Britizh labour mosement
iz faped with an Frish ssheation
of many corplexdities. Whot sb-
oul selfadeterminarion for the
Prodestanis — whar before Pan-
it egs called Home: Rule with-

e T Cerainly - the
il Mgl the Hes repre-
sefit sonssthing |iESsihat is a

powerful force in poli Geal Y,

1 don’t believe thai e S
Copunrics cxpress the democra-
e rights of the Protestants: b
it ix impessible to deny thal the
Six Countes do express — §if
only i'a regatve way (as ag-
ainat a urited Ireland], and i an
dnstable, murderous wiy. some
degree:  of  Padestant sl
dercrminatioan:

You camot make *scli-deter-
mibiiation’, meaning concretely
Troops Out and no talk koot
what comes. after”: an . absolufe
principle, presented 1o Brifish
Wi kers 10 8 Spinil of ultimarcistic
sectariamgiam.  Self«leterminag-
tion [as fo be assayed, concre-
ised, discussed, ond welghed:
yuu have to make your case for
FOUT inerprelation.

Hinw should British (or Trish]

Turn to page 15
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1M 19201 the two Irish states
were designnted esquals in rel
ation to cach other,

There was falk of 3 Coun-
cll of Ireland within which
they would link up, but there
was nof even o deceitful hint
from the trescherous Llovd
George or pwy of his associat-
e that the South would be
given any sort of deminnlion
of  Jurisdiction over the
Morth.

Thie Anglo-rish deal gives
the South  corulership, as
Britains partner

The resson is that the re-
hellion of the oppressed Cath-
wdice has Torced Britain to
recopnize that the Six Coun-
tics nre nol & viable denvcra-
tic umit. Bal it s not surpris-
ing that the resction of the
(rrange politicians and of -a
lprge number of ordinary
Profestants ai least is bitter
chagrin and snger

Last weekend 100000
people  demonstrated their
hostility om  ihe streets of
Belfast. Unless they can
smash the will of the British
gad Dublin povermments 1o
work the Anglo-drish denl,
the Prolestants must chodse
either power-sharing with the
Six County Catholics or

& facto it will be London-
Dublin rule

The following speech
made by the Rev Inn Pailey
the dominant fipure in Frol-
estant podities in the Six
Counties, expresses  rheir
attitudes i the Torceful bib-
lical idiom which they favour
and which rings so strangely
in the ears of secular |1950s
Britain.
e —— e
Speaking on MNuvemnber 14th,
lan Paiiley had thizs messape
foer Margares Thatcher:

Having foiled o defeat the
IRA you now have capitoiated
amel are peepared o osel D
matian  machipery  which  will
dichicve the THA goal — a amited
[reland, We now know that you
have peepared the Uisier Unbon-
ists for acrifice on the alitar of
political expedicecy. o

They are to be the sacnificial
aps to appease the Dublin
worbves: Youw ean build your altar:
ol can use bent and corrupd b
toipnite Hs fite; vou can propose

fer &tifle wuih with a propaganda

o ligs paid for out of the tax-
paver’s pocket; you can being
imin Meethem lieland those wha
ilegally wnd eonstitotionstby
claim jurisdiction over this pam
of the Quien’s dominions; you
can wine and dine them o
IMger's sl wnd In the Quesn's
residence; wou can offer bribes
fo the Tscariots whe in their day
af betrayal abwavs surtnce with
hands ocuistretched for the blood

muotey == bd poun can e
brenk  the spirit of  Ulsier
Unmiomists,

Like the three Hebrew child-
perr, wie will nat budge, we will
not hend and we Wil not burn
This simple sum v will haee
10 Igaen the hard way — firta 26
wihll never g, ;

Befoee 1 ois too late, dosisc
froin pefusing Ulster e right to
yite on these peopesals. Hoyod
deny democzpey o and  you
alone will be pesponsible tor ac

aftermath loe- hormble . o
contemplote,
In  his  dramatie  Eiklical

prophet stvle, Paisley then
gddresied his vemarthks direct
to 26 County Prime Minister
Garrel FirpGersld:

W Ll ster LnIsss Kris v
afald, Your histocy and condact
resvizal what o ame. .

When tse paginms of Burogss in

World 'War 2 were batiling b
keep the torch of frecdom biam
ill|1-_ LT chose the base road of o
hemesalent newraliy o Tasciso
ard yenar pritioe minister afficual -
Iy lamensed (ke death of the
Geritan dictatos.

Yiowa efipimm by 0ur constitusicm
jurisdiction over our terwitery,
our Tornes, s persons Snd oor
Gunblics. You alkve vour territ
ary 1o be used s a lasiching
pad for murder gengs and a5 &
sanctuacy. far them when they
return sooked lnour peeple’s
hlood.

You are o felkw teawciler with
the 1RA and hope 1o Ade on the
back of their termerism lo v
goal of n united Ircland,

W reject yowr claims and will
fiever submit 1o sour guthority-
We will never bow 1o Dublin
rube, H wou persist in pursulng
your freachetons objectiees then
the total whh of the Ulsier
popilation will fall upon yoeur
head., The respeasihdlity @5

reatens
resistance

YOUTS

You can choose s the oath
ul demworacy ot the poth of
Dabbire Yoear attempl 1o ioter-
fere im onr allzirs thiugh (e
propased - secrcbnninT - enTngnEs
every pight-thinking Uniorist in
Qir priwince.

Dor's flenk voea will ever
e ey widh thi, Your policy,
inziend of hringing peace, 1= 1the
s revap foe war, and: the
responsibilily - for Aoy repor-
rassions . will Test {aicly and
suarely e yon,

Those repercussions - are of
such & scrious nature that the
wlile island coald be cpgubfed
in o shuation oo e o
combemplate,

Ulster Uniomists desire good
neighboarliness on this island
Tt is nonw envident that yon megad-
iate the idea of neighbourdiness
and haye oprod for deliberate
trlerlhenzios.

That will be resisied w fhe
wvery death.

F:'r:r frwite: |'||I"-C'|':l' af welice Aot and ok o omeed G 1 g Pl T

Firde ih Three peors Ao disciss repeession ol e Repei

Reactions to ti

Who is ben

Six Counties on e Anglo-Trish
resigned, | theew loge w0
gible, gt s o ceraioty  th
Privhestant wite for the 15 Usiom
Bl as o0 wde cageinst the
will hes,

The Protestant leaders say il
cignty in the S0 Counnes b

THE FIRST fruit of the Angko-lrish deal bos been a meeting of
the Six and Twentv-5ix County chiel pl:ll'l{‘i:rrﬁn tor plan coordinated
action against (ke Bepublicans north and south.

K is highly [kely that attempis will scon be made fo
by off the Profestant backlash by showing the angry Protestan
that London pnd Dublin mess business on the ‘law pnd
frant, ’

Bui the Protestents wont be  easily  placsbed.  Perhaps ( ]
10000 Protestaiits assombled in Belfust elght@8Fs after the deal  the agreement o give Dublin
was signedd, . The Brifish equivalen, wenkd be 8 demim- Six widies  in pacinership
sigafion of either six milllen or 4% million, depending o accuse the 26 Chunty gowverni
whether you count the whalgeSx County population o ooy b formally recognising if for the |
the Protestants. o In different ways both arc

The 15 Uninpist MEw®y they will all resign from Parllamens b 1 nothing  new in the 26 Coa
Januury and foees” whit will in effect be a referendum in the  new deporture is Doblin's molein-
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A wali in Proterionr Ease Seifesr

The Left Press: a fai

AT THE ecotre of the .ﬁn.g]_.::l-
Trish dleal concluded in mild-
HMowvemiber was the granting of a
limired but real disect super-
visacy pole . over Mortheen lre-
Jamt 1o the Dublin government,
coapled with cocrdination be-
pween Londen and Dublin to #so-
late ard defear the Republican
mepwemenl.

Irs emost moenediace impact

will b intensified repeession of |

the nntlapalist ghetoes in the
Morth. And the desl is mesely
tinkering witl: the centl prob-
lemm, iz, the very existenos of
the - amificiallyconsirocted 5
Couniies wiit.

S what shoubd the lefl pross
do? Condemn the deal, bt
alag pocurately analyse s oon-
tenrs  and  ils Jikely  conse-
YueTICEs,

Labowr Weekly aclually wel-
comesl ihe desl. An arich by
Duhlinbased  Anne  Dawson
adopredt o cautlons tone. The
deal wos: "o gamble™ and fo-
ang kknew Chow the dice will
full"".

Bather ke her own atthcle,
the denl “*nsks many more gues-
tions than it answers™ . But in
the final analysis the deal
“rakes the mast ratienal geod
sense'’; thaugh this is no guar-
antes that it will work,

An secompanying article b

Stan Crooke reviews tha left press

Sraart Ball. junkor tronf-bemch
spokespersen oh Morthern fre-
fand, showed ne such cagtion.
He praised the deal us “provi-
ding a framework for o foluns
Lnbour government o advanoe
townrls... @ united lreland'’. It
was, he claimed, “a bridge...
across which Labour can cross
torovards Irish ooty

Hell =aid nothing about the
definite  furure  repesssion of
{athalies. noe L probable Loy
alist hacklash. Instead, he Tedu-
ced the forare role of the Laboar
Party o “chiveying the gos-
emment owards implemenia-
ticm ot the feal™

Socialisl  Wiorkor, Militanot,
and the Bandaite Mewsline all
condemped the deal, Bul did
they ussess it accurarely?

Socinlist Woarkber argucd that
the deal “hardly addresses the
horeibile poverty, the monsdsous
ynemploynbeii rares, andl the
gerernl misery of thase who live
thiere, Meither the London noc
Drublin governments have oy
a.:ul.rwq:qsltuuﬁmxj pmbknﬁ'i;_.

i slendlar Mg, alennt
i:'xn'la'im.-di]l:tla-'n:ﬁr workors and
the numerops unemployed in
freland, Morth and South, in
Catholle asd Protestant arsas,

the deal will offer nothing, Mo
end to the poverty. na ;
cnmloymeid sioept in the _qnh
creation schetse for wp ol
semvants''

&0 "W hpve o insdst that
there s noc solotion For dhe
mass of people, MNorth  aod
South, but & united socialist
breland'’, wrote Socialist Work-
or, while Militant called for “'a
fighy for the overthnos of camit-
alisiin kn Trednnd  and - Britain,
O this basis n secialist upitesd
lretand and a socinlist fedecation
af Britaln and: Treland could be
bl

Cura

All e of course, but if snys
pothing - abour the imancediace
political issue, To copdemn the
deal on swch a Basis s aboo
a5 meaningful as condemning
a proposal oo alortlon Aghls on
the growids That it will nol cure
unempliyment amd poverty.

As for Newsline, it declared
that the deal 33 "bor - oaly. an
griack on Irish sarlosal righits
Bus also sirikes o U moas
imsiclionas way al thie beart of the
sovialisl  revoldbon inc these
islands’",

Tlear was off it lad 10 say ab-



Two of them have afready

miarginal " weais, as s pos-
here will be & massive
diclates, and it will be daim-
o= @& by and large it

Dot and - British soves-
[#ct been  breached by
o=day joint contral of {he
Britein. The Republicans

copper-fasiening partition
pable periad ahead,

But in reality thers s
recognising  partition. The

} Anglo-Irish deal

> sold out?

The commients of the Protestant Jeadess an the m:mr:f of the
fi

“wgical are thesefore {ar more accurate and o the pid

wn the

iisysls preseoted by the Bepublicans, whose cosuments are
Paralieled by the covernge in muock of the British left press.

I is important’ for the left to oppose the deal; but W s
abso impostant to understand it and to register accurately what s

v iR that situarbon,

This the left has sipnally fafled to do. It Is quit possihle rhat
Morhern Irelond will be oanvubsed v the Pli::l:mm bugi:laqh

which is Hkelv

develop and beon
ahead. The loft alonld be prepaped. =

On these pages we reproduce- and comeit

in the months

f the reactions

to the Anglo-brish deal by lan Paisley and An Phoblacht from thelr

different points  of  wiew,
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ire of analysis

2 the dead fisell, But to make
| for the lack of atlention to
apirical detail. there wps &
agthy  discussion of hidden
prEsses,
The arficle launched inta an
alysis af the Protestant work-
B ion o wnis nare
CTive f ¥ male-
bar  development'’,  even i
mtestant woekers . might Ay
iy diflfensnd  awenpes  of
uggle " beloee “embarking on
® revulutionany road ",
This was follwed by on anoly-
of Sinm Fein, Sinn Fein does
I omly express an o oppasite
Brvtish imperializem in Ireland,
1 within itself there ars cleary
Veloping  opposites...  This
nilict ﬂlH oppogites has been
gep und growing - sharper',
il the "leap in comsciousoess'”
the Catholic mssses  “las
gt held in desp freese.
After ol this phiksophising
ot the ‘rese of hisgory®, oper-
me uiseen by comnson folk,
il is the conclusen® Buch
s zamme ng Miltant's ar Soc-
bt Worker's. The onswer is to
ilid the Icsh Socialist Leaguwe,
for o gardsatan of the WEP,

e Moeming Scar warns agaios

ppocl for 1se deal, which con-

‘i_u_. "pl:r::ﬂny legitimaose” op
rtifion., ;
“htadll not furthee the cuuse

of peace in Morthern Bredand ',
suid, going on to o ernbcise
pttempis to rackle “the comse-
quenecs - of  partibion’'  rather
than the mnemes, and calling on
the  Brtish  Lobour Party o
weark. toward a pesceful neun-
ifkenrion of the countey '’

But by far the worst thing
abiowt the deal s thar i provides
“a pead basis for the under-
mining «f the krish Republic's
military pearrality”’. which s
"‘alreadh shaky as o resole of
incticassd encroachment by the
EEC onio political and military
guestions”.

“Irish poutralicy is w risk™
proclaimed the hepdline, The
Morning  Slar's  coneenteation
alwove all on these power-hloc
strategic EsUce sugpesls, pre
dictaldly, that they are hess con-
cerped  with - resolving  the
nationnd - queston 5 bredand,
than with the desl's implications
far, . .the Seorder Unbon.

Swamp

Somewhere 0 the  swamp
where the outer marches of the
Trolskyst oprrenn overlaps wilh
the iringes of Beitish Stalindsm
Ties the new Scelalist Actiom; 15
struck a clarsclerstically Trish-
satkonalist note,

Thedenl s “the bigeest carme
up since partition™ and a *'chal-

lenge o Irish nationalism"
which "'defies the Irish congtin-
fion’' as 0 Vinvolves  reoog-
nition by the Dublin govemment
of the parition of Ireland for the
firse fime ever”™ {1

Sociuhist Action foriher prg-
ued that & cosmets measure —
Durbdin *“being allowed n right to
contient on the mnnlag of the
Sit Counties” — had been
exchapped for  (he  Southemn
Irish gosvemoent  “registering
s scceplance of pactition amd
the Uniomist veto gt the TH™.

The poswer? "To crenfe gn
illipnce with the tnsh in Brif-
ain... It has 1o be got across that
if we are to make advances oa
tHee Lefl. then the allisnce with
the Irlsh people has to be foce-
oed i people’s minds™ .

In the colomas of Socialist Ac-
tion the teem 'Iddsh” dess not
refer o flesh-and-hlond people

- of Wlwm, dghtly or wrongly,
Tor better or worse, o large ma-
arity of the Sowthern and Mach-
ern Catholics support the deal,
and mwat of the Narthern Prot-
eEfANiE OppuEE - W o5 & move
which threatens to bring & wnit-
et frelund, Mo, it mefers fo some-
thing quite different: o distilled
csarne of the ‘revolutionary
process’ which Secdalist Action
sees as flowing inevidahly ot of
the Momhern Caholic stroggle.

e —— = — e E T

An Phoblache/Republican
Mews. responided 1o the Anglo
Irish dbenl with a froot page
editorial condemniig it

They are right fo reject i1
Bat il i% necessary alzo accor-
ately o recerd and . analvse
what the British imperialise
fovernment  and s Dublin
cillaborators have done pnd
are trviiag to di,

It seems o us thar An
Phoblachi's  analysds  and
comments are way ol beam.
They seripusdy underestimate
the dimensions and mplica
tiomz of the deal. They mini-
mie the concesions London
haz made to constitutional
Irish nationalism — in return
for s support apainst the
Repubdicons — and the resuld
i5 to faksify the picture of
reality,

The 26 Coundy govern-
mEnt has gehieved an unoffi-

feal amd substantial
version of cu-rulerip with
Britain in the Six Conntie,
The constitutional Baticoa)-
ists have oot 'sold out™ — they
have made serious guins, pers
haps ihe best ihat penceful,
constifutional nationalkm
could hojpe for in the prevail -
ing eircumstoness which are
shaped and dominated Ly the
opposition of  one  million
Protestants 1o any moves [o-

wards any form of Insh
integration.
T R ey s

There iz litle douks chat the
British goveriiment s safisficd
an the ommane of the Londoen?
Dblin falks, They have good
teason 10 be satislied bepause,
in-exchange for minimal eoaces-
siops, none of which threitens
thetir infenesis in pocupying part
of Ireland, they have serured the
help af the Dublin governmeni
in opposing the demand for Erish
re-irificatio.,

Let the peiple of frelamd be
qurite ClEaT o whar has-hops
pem=l o what is 0 poing
happen in the coming months

First, 1o stabilise the six coui-
Hes and thereby secure s con-
trol in Tecland, the British gow-
ernmEn ecepiised that it could
na kmger rely solely on the
unkmis! popsilariaon The
“Orange cand” which had served
its uselalnees in the pasc b oak-
ing ‘the croppies lie diown’ was
reumped  ly oa o generuiion of
crappies wha simply refused fo
He deawn.

Britain s avcuparion needed fo
be refined for domestic stability
and irternational  consumptlon
becanse, Jet's face it Orange
blgatiy husn't won many pdmir-
ers in the weeld with the
exception of the Tacist cogime in
Souch Adfrica whove sinular sup-
remacist attides prevail,  In
response bncthis 2od ander com
stant militery and polifical pres-
sure  from  [rish - republicans,
Britain realised thal 5 would
Rave b smoalh down some of
the wrast excesses of dnionist
supremacy 1L was o develop a
e elfechive  comrmber-iimsur-
gEnCy siraregys Dnsmenc inper-

T =

Sina Fein:

Underestimating
the implications

nal refomm and & powedlisgs con
sulranve role would be affered b
Drabilin ard the SIEP in retorn
[ thetr active pssistanoc - in
creqting pofitical srability b the
=% counhies,

An ousling of curseet British
sipgtegy was plotled oul in a
oocsiadnl — frrepmred hyorghi-
wiiny Fores hetwesn 1983 and
CUrober 1984, a month before
the Lomdon/ Trablin talks got off
T thear stormy start al Cheguers
with Thatcher:s repection of the
Forum eeport.

Easy

Tmlay, in o comgaring the
abjectives sef oul in that sieac-
agy with the current deal, it is
casv to see why Britain is happy.
The Dubbiv  government  and
theic S3OLF allies have been only
Lzt happy io capitulate and
grab ar-any sirow which might
eounteract the growing realiso-
tom amenpst Mot bern national-
fats that the Republican bove-
ment offers the only” effective
argwer to British ojustics in
Tealand,

“Unity must wait” the estab.
lishment parfies argae as’ (hey
Prepare o give their full backing
14 deal which  sreengihens
partilicn. And now they hape o
want &0 eeanwelc reforms as
Jusfitication foe an  intensified
nad pelestless compaign of fep
Tession  directed  apxinst  (he

INSHDE THIS IS5}
s
off thve e off e

P Al e TapaEt
of jts orfgin

RBepublicar  Bovemenl, = And
mike no mistake, thar (s who
rhisdeal is all about — defearing
Teish populdicanism.

Unionist beestilitg fo the deph
denwnstintes ther i:1|11_1'=_'|i_1'_|.' f0
accept any chanpge i the status
spuce-and the tact that they ape so
blinded by seciafanisan  that
they cannsd see THENITE present
clep] 15 exsentipl if the wnion s oo
he strengrhened, Such teaction,
althauagh iv suics FiteGerald ami
Humiez 1o selling the deal, shombd
il canlss nationalists who are
well used fo lovaliss hystesia at
the “mwst inconsequeniial
change.

The Coalition governipent in
the teeniysid  connfies  has
cimbarkedan a camppaign af sell-
ing the Lovdan/Dublin: deal to
its own membership and sup-
porters, wikle the establishmens
metia has embprked on @
massive public reistions exer
rige 1o braiowash the entice
people of Eeland that tids insalt-
ing deid = oan advance on the
roael b Jestice,

Republicans - must  counter
that propaganda. Failiers 1o da
s owrmiled alliny che Thbdin -
ernment and their Beitish allies
m isolate s anl W create the
climate in which massive re[res-
siom com hegin,

It is our rebevanos fo the oot
menitios nowlbcl we lve which
will etsure the fudlors of this
lates Botanspired strategy o
defeur the Irish sfrogule,




- ISinn Fein votes
or women’s choice
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requiring Sism
b enunEilos elected v the
repudiaie “vioden-

is publicly demounce the
In ths way ithe duiborites
Bogw wither to dove Sinn F&in
commcililors. ovr ol the council
chambers or else to cumsc 3 magor
im Simn Pelp Borween
Soss willing jongon in chegk o
maks sach a declamitsom 1md thaoss
wiey thmk it a point of principle
] s

Sma Fein eontinoes 1o be in
pusimiesl fermont, A e NMoveEm-
Seia Fein Ard Fhes demon-

E
(.
H
ErEl
-]

|

Wheress two years ago Sinm
digd nel twlee 3 posiiion whes
Cathalie  anbi-abortienists
mcoenfully campaigning o
e sxisting legsl bam om
mie the 26 County con-
this Ard Fheis, 2
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O Hﬁ_a-l.l of the Padmig
Peree Comann | Am propos-

ing the lollowing molion &3

an sddendum fo our presend
podicy of aborthon;

W recogmise Lhal women
Bave & might to choose™

In deciding to present this
motion 1o the Ard Fheis, the
Padraipg FPearse Cumann
secepted that there wus un
Bhely ever to be agreement
wrthin Sinn Fein about the
rphl of wrongs of abortion
Bat wr also believe that
me-caw  has  the. night 10
meose  foligioins of moral
s  on  another we
should respect and trusi each
o'y personal morality,

| sm nol irying o per-
mads you to accept ahortion
- wgually | am not trying 1o

msulisbion commiming Sins Fekn
o muppart "8 Wiknman's t =
umEﬂr e

In the lrnsh rontext this ress
lation is a tremendous, snd is

HMmE WEFS B0 EEP i &}
Ao anishing, s=p

Sanm Fein & the only sizeable
Iwish pofiticsl party other than
the so-called Warken® Faty o
Tavour ahortios on demand,

What it will meas in practics
is difficult 0 jsdgo. Sian Fein's
lemdership opposed it will ey

TP uigm for ifT
Simn Eugﬂln—ulm & palitically
diffuse populiss parly s oar
imion, bl dewelopments like
-H* ne vt thelesy ERCOUE-
for socialists. That gives
podcialists im Beiemdn an additlonal
redson  to defemd Slean  Fein
TMI e repression by il Drit-
emie thad “ﬂ{‘llwbl'hly bee the
immediate frall of the Anglo:lrish

H'u rrlpnnl the speech of e
mover of the ‘right 10 choose®
remolution, Dalsy  Mules,
srguad for 4 i terma of the
e m secular demaocratic

whgh

= | L

Daisy Mules's speech

persnade you to condemn
abortion

What 1 am ssking you, on
hehall of the Padraig Pearzs
L"umar.n. i8 IO BUPPOrT Wwoln-
enl, Lol women, asd allow
women to choose: not to
heve an abortton or o have
an- shartion when Taced with
unplanned or onwanled preg
mancies, when {sced with &
preynancy which &5 the Tesalt
of rape of incedt, when faced
with o pregnmancy which will
cause death or illness to her-
gelf or the pofeatial hupman
being

1 believe it is the right of a
WomaR 1o choose.

Letter:Labour in

4w very disturbed by the res-
pomse of the Labour Party 1o the
Asglo-lish  Accoed.  There
sppewrs o be po guestioning, the
st {hal 1this 15 anything cther
than a Good Thing.

Garret Fitz(rerald who signed
on behall of the Governmend of
the Irish Bepublic has a record
of mmng the Army o break
srikes, has introduced the most
swingeing  anii-working  class
stominmic policses the State hos
seen mnce the early fifties when
the mess the ruling class in
Republic had goten itsclf ioto
was resohved by putiing —
thal Governmenl's own extirnate
— negrly thresquarters of o
milhion ef their citizens on the
st to Britain,

FiteUerald's governement has
refused to legislate fiv divores
lEnder anmy circumstances], e
ameficrate the position of per-
sans who wore conecived ilkeg-
Mimaiely”. it has made alaction
pwice as illegal and unconstd-
twtiongl &s T was in the first
place, and has refused 10 exiend
civil hberlies, even the most
amac, to ity Gy citizens.

This Goverpment — and s
successor s [ikely o bo worse,
mof betier —is now lo'be given a
Ay in the biermad offaics of a
part of the United Kingdom,
Accordiny to Articke 2] of this
“Formal  Intermatons)l  Agree-
ment”" [surely a dictionary def-
imition of the unspoken woed

“Treaty”, which in lretand brings
1o mind the nodomious “Treaty” of

1921
“The  Upitel  Kingdom
Government  aceepl  that  the

Irish  Gowcrmment  will - put

Sorward views and proposals on

matiers relating o Morthers Ire-
land wichim the ‘I'whiul:'u.:livi.ly-’.rl'
the Conferenos in so far as those
matters are mnd the responaibil-
itw of a devolved admimistration
in Morthern Ieeland.,

Apert from the fact thai this
se=ms o he &l vadance with the
plan that we here were going to
have 'rolling devoluton' it is
either cymical or silly. Dhovolo-
tion tor: Morthern Irelapd has
been o dead issoe for the past
wear or 5o, Again we have the
sitsation where we in this most
troabled parm of the United
Bmngdom stale have 10
ourselves betler morally than
eweryimeelse in the whole of the
British Isles, or our afairs will
b In the hands of people who
lsave carchully avosded puming
ihenselves forward for eloction
by anybody i Morthesn loelasd
— becouse ns they koow amd
your readers may nat know the
terms **Catholic" and **narion-
wlisd'' are ool synomvoous, 1
any of the Parties whio mole ar
arg abour to rule the Republic
put themselves up i Lister b
gathor woaes an any other than
gul-natinnatiso they wonkd be
utterly humilinted.
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I doa't think sny of us
would hawe wnv difficully in
accepting that it is & ‘hasic
right and eivil [iberty for.a
pErson b conbied Rer of his
destiny. ‘Women, aml only
women, have the right o
makes decisions abeourt their
awin :-Il"l:'l..hl:!r',, Lhedr owi BEE-
uality, aml their own lives
in the sgme way as men have
hesn daing for centuries

Women cannot allow any
PETEGR Elj LEETITUEAOT o
decide what happens to them.
I women give in 1o the ides
that dootrors, the church, poy-
srnment and the stare hawe
th right to decide what bap
pens (o their bodies, chen
they have lost control oves
LRedr awn livas

As revalutionary socialists,

reland?

The Labour Parry has sharme-
fully connlved in a deal helwesn
i very reactionary Matiomalist
{Crarres Fitz(eerald) and a some-
what peactionagy  lmperlalist
ibargaret Thatcher) — W will
cause. al best, endless complica -
Homs, and &l worst poassibly the
deaths of many peopie. It ma
s odd that the THA las |.'h|:?-.
=20 1o kil Catholbie members of
the secunty bForces. ot 1t has o
coertain macabre reason Behind
it. Despite the fact that the
Matiomalisl establishment hove
ol much more than they conld
ever have hoped for they have to
pretend  that they have won
cather  itlle, so the more
genuinely Naioralist aromg the
population in Mortheen Ireland
far from diserning these semis
mythical “menof vielence" will,
almarst inesdtably, nowe towards
Sinn Fein.

This glganilc cn of worms
wiidlel hive heen avoided it well
hagl heen =t nkne and the
Labowur Pamy conld bave been
ingirumcnial in pvoldiog i i
had had the cousage o arganise
and fake members G9n chis
region, -an aption- thoo iz seill
apen i the Parmy,

I feed that the Parly has the
moral duty o put lts attifude o
the fest o eledorm] terms in
Murthern [reband

Youws freaterually,
SEAM MGOURAN
Helbfust

nmust decide

pledged to encding the oppres-
aront of women by men, we
must allow women the free-
dom to make e decisions
shour their own bhodies, We
must be eamumnitied fo freeing
women from Lhe IJI'.'I_P'II'."SEi-LII.'I

of [dws ‘which oare langely
ade by men.
Towy often doclors, faw-

¥ETE, politicians and priests,
generally  men, make deci-
ssfid Sb0UL A woman's body,
her sexuality and ber capecity
to reproduce

Much of this is fear — feur
armnoiesl mdin and some wom-
=n ahnut wonians gexnal-
ity and her capucity to carcy
potential human life — fear of
LB wnkimown.

Ax 8 Catholic, a pesson
may believe aoborlion Lo he
marally ungcceptable. As a
Cheistlan, @  person  may
beliewe aborton to be moral-
lv unacceptabls but permiss-
ible in certain circumdlanced.
A5 a non-Christian, & person
may  consider abortion o be
acceptuble

The Padrmg Pearse Com-
&nn believes that every person
should be fres Lo puraue their
own moral and  religioos
beliedfa and valoes.

San Fedn 18 4
anisation, am
which aims 1o embrace
people . trom  all  religions,
races. classes and sexes whose
aim @ ta libarate [reland from
the colonialism and imuperial-
ism of Britoin, 50 we musi
guard apalnst policiss which
impose  motal  values - and
restrictions on people ancl
which infringe on the ciwl
[ihertiez of any pecgon.

Wa must not impase our
own pereonal | oreligions  or
non-religiows doctine on any
other person, howewer ol Tens-
fve the alternatives may be 1o

spcular orp-
oTganisation

o individhua] ways ol think
ing.

| uege you, on behall of
the Fadraie Pearse Cumanm,

ta think clearly and anemet
ionally on chis. Don't fall ineo
the frap of bnpasing vouor
own principles an nthers,

We sugport theé cight of
ANy WOMman not b Bave g
ahottion il she = chnoses;
we seppart the right of anyr
winnan to have an wborion i
she sio chonses,

We urgs ¥oul [0 Tecognise:

‘the right of -a
chigse’,

WOmAan o

Sﬁl Soccialist
INStudents
W i, NOLS

NU

THE MATIONAL Undon of Stud-
eists conference in early Deceni-
ber tokes place tnan atmosphens
of mounting attacks on edeca-
tion &nd the rght of stsdent
unions o fight those pitacks and
di=zbend themselves.

We need a fighting national
union capsbde of pufling tho
many disparaie campadgns s
5t bes of our movement oo
a coberent assault on e Tocles.
But we've seen ihe bitHes),
worst coardiated magona] “ciomne
Piign” for many years.

Thiz culminated in the votal
diszster of "Work Foe The Fut-
ure’, NUS's “‘largest ever Fur-
Uier Educaiion oolentated cam-
paign'', List weekend i Shef-
field there were — being gener-
ous — LM people on the nat-
sodial mdredi and cally,

Promisad

En rowte to thes wi saw the
long-promised diveed acton ag-
aingl aparthedd fode as WS
slewands organised against the
w1 =l nuui:h:_ _54};]]1 Africa
howise on & demensteation which
stupidly cut aceass the Anbi-
Apartheid ooe lu weeks Tater,

Thaugh we now have an “aht-
etoative” Gresn Paper, planning
exereises Ior cans have hamcu_-
el in Higher Educaticn this tcrm
with o cocedinared mespoase,
and It will peobably be Hiewise
with the tesultant cids.

W can target ps many MPs,
jocal dignitares and celebritics
as we like, bur withowt paticnal
campaigns which tap Uhe streng-
th of rank and file cesistance
MNUS is woeth oext o mithing .-

That  resistance  cerrainly
gxixis. Local porivity  @gainst
upartheid showed that.

The ouotrage and anger of
stindents, channelled thmugh
Incal  student  whkans,  ssved
NUE's Scanh  Afrien campeign
trom bedng & Hop, and it was this

term’s only  arginal  seeocees.
The gy and expericocs from
the  astiapartheid  slruggles,
and from the miners” solidarite
cAmpEigns last viear, has poled
stwdenl wbons round sod temed
them aul fowards sodous cam-
paigns in othor areas

Linions

This is shewn By the motions
priaritised for debate ar confer-
ence, The cducation culs debate
will feature a call fir & joint
wndon siradegy for non-imple-
mentatnon of thess CHE, CToss-
sector and built with & - dear
oriemtation B0 college  and
pubbic secior rade umions,

The debpie on the welfave
state is an obvicns perable] o
this: wr need to knit-togeth-
of a non-implementation sirat-
cgy against the culs with the
biecader striggbe o defiend The
welfare slale.

L85 3,-1:-1||.h T T P FTRLETI - e
are arguing thet  MUS- - should
siop just saying how bad T.hmgs
nre and o semething. Foe as,
gl::m:ugt-:-nmm the jo -|‘.'lfl.|.|1.1:|HI-

(T8 5 conteal, as well
F TS -|‘.'-||-|r|.1.~.'1n,g Lthe reonsense cur-
rently being nffered by sections
of the Laboar Party, that pay
restraim will creabe more jobs,

[h.l.t"il:'l$ the conference South
Africa will be the major contro-
versial issue, Socialist Students
in MOLS arc holding a frluge
ineeting and will he Ty
that NLUS asks OOSAS, the ban-
ned student umdon, if it wouold
Ij.‘l:cjt-:- ouchange matertats: and
perliaps serad aver o speaker,

This comference s an mpor-
ani ane, kath for the lendership,
lh; D:Trrgnm Left {so-called),
who are clinging on o 8 very
tarnished reputation, and for
{lose students who we oking
for n metional  onion o which
organises direct action,

Frirind Sruaenls shauia Lok up Wittt ifose in Saurh Ajfrica




LABOUR’S ECONOMICS

What kind of economic policy
does the Labour Party need? Is
Labour’s existing policy ade-
quate? Can the work of the econ-
omist Keynes provide the frame-
work for a socialist economic
policy? Francis Cripps, Bob Sut-
cliffe and Martin Thomas discuss

the issues.

MT. A lot of people — for different
reasond and from different viewpoints
think thes Labour Parly’s economic
policy s unconvinciag. Do you agres’

FC. Sure Ity & wory fundamental prob-

lem, We've been conbtinuoualy diswp-
poiftied in [he list Len years or more
Theére's never been a politica] oppriun-
ity 1o allow the sconomlc problems (o
i ackled.

It's very difficult to know all the
reagons why there Bn't a tide of suppon
for & stromg sof of policies to deal with
the economic criss. | think one explana-
thon might be that psople are pessimistic
or fatafistic about economic policy.

Foopnomie policy 8 an absiraction
which 1% guite difficult even for econg
mists 0 beligve m, and for non-econg
mists it inay he jost bt wir ek

B, It spemd 1o -me that there 158 parsl
&l Befvwern the [Efors of Labour Party
policy 1o be convincing, and oo the
oither dlde & fallure o blame the Tories
[or upemployment, to the extent thaot
people-did @ few yedrs ago. The climass
of  expoclations: aboul whel govern
ments can do has become very different;
poople don®t expect goverrumnenis [o ba
ulile. b wolve scomomie problems

FC. | wonder if they avar did.,

MT, As {aras [ can remember, when the
Lebous Governmend was  elected in
1964, o ot of people thonght that a kot
of things were going t0 chanpe wery
radically. A larpe parn of the reason whiy
peapbe don't believe the Labour Party's
promises foday = the expeclence of the
laat twd Laboor poverionents,

They smy: il Lobour iz offering the
same policics apain, then no Lhanks

FC. In the s people were very opti-
mistic abowt the future of society, 1
wis. We thought we bhad a political syst
em which at leasl hallf-worked, and that
socizl democracy gradually led towards
socialism

That's e, Bul lalking ahout econn
mic pollcy gpecilically, 1 doubht that
people i "84 bud very strong ideas
abodi  whet Labour was pgoing 1o
Schiave,

BS. Bur wasn't it part of the Keynesian
ideology thai with the rpht economic
poficies - vou  could  solve  all  the
rroblems...

FC. 1 think sconomists belisved it I'm
ol sure. how mapy ocher poople evac
heheved 1

MT. Doovou belbews it?

FC. [ den't now.

MT, Did wou beljeve the Labour Party

manifesto at the General Eloclion?

FC, 1 s#emed to me wery hypathetical
hecause the AES presupposes a political
context which doesn’'s exist ot the
moment, und hesn't existed for the Last
ten yenrs, We've steadily deifted fwrtlies
away from those politleal preconditions,

And thai's only part of i, The chang-
g5 in the international situation, shich
are very deep-rocted, limit national poy-
srmments

MT. S0 the sverage person who finde
the Lahour Party manifeato ubcopwing-
ing ig not so stupld after all. .,

FC I wou stand ootside as an snabyst,
and watch the thing unfold, then wau
camn 53y the political conditions: sren’l
there, and it nll looks ineviiahlz. But if
rou ¥reone of the 20 naillion electazale

woo can potentialy gel logellier with
ach other, then thers ought o be no
Hmat o what that elactomie can
dchwve

| mitan, | don’t think the visson S
wromg. | think "y essential. The AES
represents an Aspirstion for collective
vantral. aver  sodial  oand economic
circumstancess, and it 4 thoroughly
admirable aspiration.

MT. A lot of peopls would agree. They
Just don't rust the Labour Pary leader-
ship to do it,

FC. 1 think it poes desper than Lhe
leaderkip
MT. Yes. They don't have sufficient

conlidence in themselves 1o produce an
altermative. The Jack of confidence In
other people 5 only deocisive begause
they see aconomic policy as sormething
that will be done by other peopie, some-
where elsa anothing that they would
lave any coniral over: Colleclive con
trol wenild not he contral by them

There wasn"t anything in the Labour
Party leaflets st the Genersi Election
Lo give any working clags peison any
ides that Labour would fight for any
sor of working-class control. Nothing
to pive them any confidencs that collea-
tive control was something they could
win themselves,

FC: But I'm not sure the Labkoor leader-
ship conid do 1t .'."Lr]'l.{"r.\, VRN BUPDEINE
they had compleie confidence,

Tuks the 1597478 Labkour govern
ment. Supposs it had besn lad by eery
determined p#opls fryving to carry oot
all aspecis of the policy. Could they
lrave pulied it off?

1 don™ know. I'm not sure. [t might
be thar the elecvorace wers right to be
seaptical, and it mighe eveir be thar up
toa point the leadership were tight o
b sceptlzal.

There are certain hings which Lo me

Cartor Awgrsio {rwaritod Ko fley

are niot very forgiveable about the [974-
8 Labour  govérnment, s perfectly
understandable for a Lahour govern-
ment to sy this vear we are obliged by
the situation o do so-and-so, altbhoweh
it is really the wrong thing to o

Bt if this = something thar is againar
ke aspiratiods of the labour mavement,
they should come clean abour it. But
they try to justifv themeeives, and to do
sn they make anti-Lahouwr propaganda,
What was wnforgiveabie abour the | 974-
4 Labour governrmenl was that [hey
becume converss to the profit motive

[t may have been necessary for chem
o maks lax cofacessiong o dnclease
profite, or even in sgqueerse wages,  huat
te say such policies wers thorooghly
laundable social ebjeclives was to destooy
the whole s=nse of b=ing n movemenl in
pursuil of something.

Butr even if they had been determin-
od, they mighi not have besn ahie 1o
o whal Doey waieied

MT. Why mot?

FC. Internutiopul powsr — whizh (5 aot
just sommething outsids Britaln, 11 com
pletely interpencirates inside Britmin, A
large part of the gechnocrasy and
indnagemnent are more integrred into
the international systesn than they are
Eritish,

You can see thar o every sphere, It's
nof just in business and industoy. Iis

here — in this depertment, i this
faculty — among ecomomisls in Aritish
universicles. What is the British econo-
mics  profession, and has it pot -any
particular pational charactesisiics? To
me the ahvious Ihing nhoul econcmice
in Brituin today is thar it's Aamesican,
But American economics 15 a shorthand
fur internstiong] economics. The sare
textbooks are read around the waorld,
If ¥ou're a successful eronomist, vou
might as well go fTom a job i Breitain to
o jot in the Untted Staces,

BS% I'm just-about to go to ajobin the
Lrodeed Staces!

FC . ... Leonomics hos heen internation-
plised. Thers are some minarity currents
In economics which are more [ocal and
more fuilionat, bul mwamnstream econg-
mics i totally international.

MT: Why is that a bad thing?

. The culture af internutional-2cono.
mics iz arondly 8 culture inosapport of
the present interpatiomal  system,
exiremaly  pntagoidanic: to the Labow
Party's objectives, and antagonistic &o
the whaole idea of esocializm in one
country

[ did think chat it would be possible
b gela buropean Alternstive Evooomic
Scrategy that woulld be widely support-

Kinnock and
Willis: Labour's
fiEw partnership
for Britain: Part-
nership for whom?

Mare
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a synithess af the Kevnesian snd
Marxiat tradifong, vcceptable (o @ broad
centre-left. But ['m now very didhious
aboui the success of the project,
beciuse American scomsomicy EVErY-
where in Europe

BE: | would have o basic difference with
the aim of socialism in one coumtry, It
eenm fo me that sodialiam is essenbially
apainst netienal isolation. But all the re-
commendalions of the Aliernative Eco-
nomic Stracegy come down to g ratlier
narrcw  eort ol nationallas. And i
REME - 10 gal narrower and narmower.
The conclusion looks to me almoat like
& siege economy, o fact, von seem =v=n
to come to tha idey that an intermation-
gl economy as such is 3 bad thing and
it would be better if we could isolate
Durselves a

FC: Evervbody would agree in principle
that world socinlism &'s desirable objec-
tive, But ot the same time it's  very
difficult.

We've concentrated ‘& ladge part of
ouf work N recent Years on sesrching
for peaple to work with on an internat-
ional level, We've besn frving to find
oul whit are feasible and better config
urations of growth and development,
and Irving fo analvae whot conditioms
wotlld have to be met. §t's just so diffi-
cult. And i gels steadily more difficults

Presumably there ore obiectiveicon-
ditioss which have to be mesfor differ-
ent parts of the worldehd prow in har-
mony . [t's guite difficult to know just
what these apg®We've pot 8 rough under-
standing growth and smplovment
and delndustrinlisation and &0 on gt a
pitional level, but at the level af the
warld economy [ don't think anyhody
has got 6 reasonably accurmte picture,

On: top of -that you've gl the
pliralicy of political power. Americams
and Muslims and Chinese and Tapanese
and Comecon... you need an awiul lot
of paris of the warld to be parties 1o
deal for it o be fuceessiul

In [245 ihe United Staces ram the
world, and at least they could fun
it according to their vision, with RO
strategie objectives in mind. We're not
in that kind of etuation,

And therefore the uwtopis of world
socialism -  though  I'm e itls
impartant o think about it and to
discuss it — has procious Jictle connse.
tion with the problems of British
society Loday

85, But if people in Britain try sola-
tions to British problems which  are
nationalistic, that will moke the inter-
nutional  utopis  pecede rather thon
grow closer. I'm thinking of protec-
ttonism, trade wars, .

FC: I'm oot sure. [ may be that even
a5 A long-run proposition & beaithier
recips would be for less  sconomic

interdependence. If the capital markets
were Iar more regional — if you hgd
regiondl and local banking svatema

if there wis much tess trade — it mighi

=iy

P g —r

peuple fo control the devefopiment ol
their societies,

It might mein  fewer conflicts
between differenl groups of people

H5. Buf don't you think that histori
cally proteclionism has gone topsther
wilh militarism and incressed national
Coxnllicrs?

FCo Mot pecessarily . It's o post-war re
write of history to look at the '30s as
the bad time. There's @ legend thop
creryibing was &bl right Lo the 205 and
then it broke wp in the 308 11 1 com-
plete travesty, THe "208 were absodulely
appalling. and in many ways things got
better in the "3k

The US wus almost the anly Prospers
ous part of the warld in the 205 And
the "i0s were o period of the destriue.
fion of socialism. Socialism  was heing
sriashed even in the US in the "20s, Why
nob atinute the drift to war in the 30s
to: the destruction ol socialism in the
A0 rather than just to prolectionism
in the '20s.

The Americane have alwaye squated
imperinfism and pretfctiondzm and faso-
. They atgsbite:d the war to the pro-
tectiongam ol the "10s, and they rewrnte
integaitiona] ldeclogy in {avour of the
global market svsconi, which = g Very
American jdes.

It was quite expliclt. If you read
about the negotiations during the WiT,
the whoie American aim was 1o replace
the imperinlist system with fres ACCEsE
so that the American Banks would Laks
over from the Britsh banks, a0d Ameri-
CAN companies would take jmperial
markets amay from British and contin
entitl comparies

The  Americans  clearhy find 3
csompletely different wision of whar the
world sbould be like fromn the obd:
fashioned imperialists -~ bt also coms
pletely  different feom the b uropesn
socialists, We've all been brushed gside.
Dne explapation of Mrs Thatcher it
she's much closer fo the American
Establishment, and she's rather out of
her own Establishment.

MT. | would put it & different way.
Rather than sa¥img that Liss irade cans=
edoproblems, or the colonial system
cavsed problems, or profectionism, you
should ook at what lay hehind all
those, What lny behind the First World
War, the "20s, the 30s. the Second
World War, and the Americin-domin.
L&l syatem after the Second World Wa [,
Wik 1B every case the competitive diive
of the leading capitalist ctates fo
dominate the waorld

I don™t think our job as sociplists is
to  prefer ane form or other of
expression of that drive,

I think what Bob was saying was that
if we as socialists try to focus the
attention of the labour movement on
tational solulions, that has a rescrion-
ary effect on the possibility of Progress
towards o soeiglist world .

For example: the American-iomio-
ated system which broke down the
old empires i juar as much a capitalist
syatem us the old imperial system, But
if the attention of the Hritish [abour
movemenl were focused on maintaining
the Eritish Empire in opposition to
having free trade, that would be tremon-
dorusly reactionary

FL: . You're conlusing things: ¥You're
confusing  political arcangements  and
SUGTEO T C ATTANFGE el s

Fdon't gee how self-deterrminntion of
peapies is to be equated with the plobdl
market avstem,

MT: Bur the alternative fo the elabal
maThkel a¥stem was the imperial Lrading
bloca, based on colonial EMPIres or
apheres of influence, .

FiZ. ¥You might have new aliernutives.
For example, the Labour EVETIRETIT
after the war kad a vision af changing
the Empirs lnto o Soclalst Common.
wealth i which there would be autbn-
nomaous siaies that would negotiate
with each other .on thele international

Afver  all.  socinlism  involves @
search for gelfmanagement. Yoo wanl
seif-management at & local level: Bt
ther isn't there a nead for a certain
amedint of  seliananagement ol op
notional leved® IF you say that o country
has got to fit into a glohal market, then
thal implize that regions have ot o
fit imto # too, and so.on down until
factories gre opencd and closed gceodd:
ing o the dictates of the global market,
which is roughly where we are now,

e — - PR TEN
“A large

part of the
reason

why

people don’t
believe
Labour Party
promises
today

Is the
experience

of the
last two
Labour

governments’’.
T N R R

I don’t think wou can have selfs
management at a local level withowt g
measure of self-management ab naticnal
level. That docsn’t mean that you don't
want marked mechanisms at all, buc
there have to be eleinents of nepotintion
and planning.

We don’t want a Gosplan al the
United Mations,

MT: Why not?

FiZ, We don't wanr a very latpe elemment
of centralised power, It's vary difficukt
to make centralised power accountahie,

MT: There seems in be an assumption in
what you're saying that for cxaftiple, fo
create  sociglism  in one country n
Brilain & an easier proposition than o
get & socialid Burcpe, [t's oot at-all
chear Lo me that that's true,

P T'o pot making that assumption al
all: | think the fwo are somplementary,

A very important ingredient of any
more ratiannl social development is con-
giderably more collective self-mannge-
ment 0t & national level, I the nationsl
ECONCMY i5 going to be as much a vo-vo
of the international system as il is now,
then there won't be much collective
rationalicy,

Hut a pational AFES, to me, is ahso-
lutely  complementary to  trying  to
develop socinlist alternatives in Western
Europe, People it France and liaty and
dpain and Wesl Germany and every.
whets else need simitar things.

In the sttempis 'Tre made aver the
Inst fow wears to fiad groups of scann-

od produce much  better conditions Tar cconamic relationships mists elsewhers ro collshorate with, T

Pound that i we said: “We'rs amainst the
Common Markel beciuse it takes away
the posiibility for natlomal and regional
planning to be effective’-a lor of people
will agree, That's not apilnst the iden of
Europe-wide socizliam, bue we need
much more aubonomy al the paticnal
lewel.

MT Tin I go onto a different tack? 1
ngree with a lor of what von have said
about the effecii of the marked séos
pomy on & wnrld scale. But how de Yo
avcount for those in terms of the theors
of vour book [ ‘Mecroeconomicr!, &
Frakels Cripps and Wyane Godiep] 7

In terms of the theory of vour bogk
1 gan't see why there should b - amy
probiems with the world economy at
all. In ithat theory, the only problems
for the pational ecomomy cone essen-
tislly from International trade, And if
¥ou lake the world cconomy asu whole,
there {s no extesnal trade. So why jn'l
It self-righisng?

FC. The book is aboul pationsl eco-
nomied, and %5 coly about one aEpec
of  mational  coonomies, mimely  the
OLOnSTary syabem.

It"s very ahetract, 1 baljeye that con-
veational etonomize ls gerting dato moge
and more of & muddle, It diFfiowi fia
discuss anything in economice now be-
catse you don’t know what asump lons
¥ou're making. Bul it seemed to ws thot
thers is one set of things, diectissed In
tknt book, which should be ahle o be
ngreed By o wide range of people. That
eolld get some of the muddle aut of the
way, nnd we could gel onto the othir
Questions.

've pot my own extenslon of the
aook — In my head — which is the
AMEWED Lo Yaur questlon.

The hook tries o show that the
monetary’ SYElem can gonérsie stendy
real prawlh provided thal the Fizcal
swilein is set op approprintely, | think
thar probably s frue in the wodd eco-
nomy &% u whole, But It requires a éomn-
dition to be met, namely that the fiscal
system — o rather, on g worid seale,
lats of fiscal avstemns — should beser up
appropriately,

In fact in the world econamy tiere is
g strong deffationnry bias, weeinst gov-
clomehts who want lo have expansion-
ary policies and in favour of govern-
ments who have financlally orthodox,
deflationary policies, That i an eademic
characteristic of rather Uberal balance-
of-payments srstenss and a global mone-
tary system. | think it"s almioad booand oo
happen.,

IUs very difficult te see any answer
io the probiem,

MT. Why iz theére this hias towasds
delation?

FC. Becouse the penalties for BOVETT-
ments which push ahead of the others
apd overspend are very severs, Thew gt
into finaneial difficuleies with the IMF,
and they have tercible politics! conse-
guances,

The warld nesds debr-creation at an
international Jevel on a prety bg seale,
But hecnuse the dehis are privaie debis
of the particulur countsies. vou don't
think of the Brazillan debi us part of a
selof armopoments which, thank giod
fur it, has kepl the world esonomy
Eing. 5o they're all insanefy trying in
et the debt down, Which is a disaster,
There isn't encuph debtereation

MT. Discussions of the crises of the
world economy [rom s Marxdst point of
view have all in fifferent ways
streszed the question of lhe rate of
prodil, But in vowr theoresical swstem
the rate of profil seems to play no role
al all,

FC. In this part of the 20th century
governments have become very, wery
important o delermining the dynamics
of the economy. and [ think they are
more important; on the whole, than the
rate of profit, OF cousse, profit feeds
back cnto government policy, and that




is bmpartant.
The main point =bout the weorld

economy since World War 2, [ think, s
that in the 'S04 and the "605 the world
ihifted from s situstion where the dallar
WaS 4 very scarce cwrrency and the
United States had compititive “domi.
nance (oo the opposite situstion. That
resulted  in very - rapid growth. The
ANETICHNE WeTe Strong =nough 1o gfford
it, amd they ‘went from very large
surplud o large deficit in 20 VERT%

There were a lot of things that cakig:
ed the hreakdewsn

The  likerilisation of capital lows
meant more and more monsy washing
arcuind, and all the currency spesulption
made: the fixed exchange rafe SVELEEn
unlenabde.

B5. On the-one hand_ you reduce prob-
lerns to the imtérnntional dimension,
whizh'to my mind tends io tegd tows rds
naticnal olationism in vour salutions.

O the other bund, voi gttrlbipe
domestic econtmic problems fo 2[TOrE
in lhe state's economic Mmanagement,
gnd less o the mle of profit, That
uspect leads o an arditgde fowards
solving the crisiz which is noi based on
class inferests. It terds in sugpast th
the ecomsmic crisic will s solved by
better governmient policy — that 3 Ea't
really anything bagically te do with
baving a syutem which is sl fundamen-
tally capitalist, hased on profits,

Certainly thers are g lot of paople in
the labour movemsnd who sl tako
whil You are saving |e anderestimate
what is necessary for socialists to do in
sftacking the rights of private Properiy
and Lhe rights of capial,

FC 1 think thar from the point of view
of economic mamgement, if the inter-
nationmal moactary and tmding problems
could be solved, thee the social-deimis.
cratic recipe of state-managed capitalism
BN Scommmic torms fairdy winhls:

But | absolutely agree that viewed ag
uncantire social and political process. 3
probably contains the seeds of its own
destrietion,

Ihe te-entrenchment of cp pitalism in
ity managerial form in Post-war Bricain
15 what gheolufely destroved the vision
of the Labour Party.. Egatitarisnism s
thrown out of the window, and ¥ou
move into an elitist, hierarchicg) Vision
of society,

But T think that the ald annlvais
which emphasises profit apd capital os
toonomic mechanisms g Lon S0 ist-
i, 1% lookine u¢ capitalism completely
B oo indesirial svsiem in which prolits
ere made and then re-lnvested. In the
20th century the povernment ix at the
conbre: The strugple is over the natuse of
the clale, The failure of ths Lahaarp
Party in post-wur Britain was 4 failure to
tdefine & sociglist srate and begin o
implegrient it Instend, the stape TEMALL-
el extromely - paternslistic, [t wils
manapad copitalism .

That's what's wrong with Keyvneslan
im a8 & political philosaphy: 1% the
enliphteémed  application of L perialisd
manigement Lo Britain

BS. But either from  the revite | took
o from the roule voutve taken, we
arive at the conclusion that wa'rTe Al
going  in advance towsrds socialism
without fundsmenially conlTonting the
clags nature of society: and that meads
attacking the ights of private proparty,

What do you think about the AESin
that regard” It seems to me that the
AES doesn’t represeal amv fusdamenial
atkack on private PIopesty.  of anv
fundamental guestioning of the form of
the stace. It seeme to me on the whols
to be poing backwirds — to be saying,
let's go back Lo 1945,

FC 1o my poiception the AES is ey
difterent. The rime when 1 was mast
interestod inthe ALS as = pabitical idea
vede when [ worked with Tony Benn, A
Avast hail of i was ghouge Irving Tunda-
mentally to change the machinery of
BuvErpmail I was all shoun Lirving
Parlimment  exarcise o diffetent role,
Whitehall cim in a4 differen way, and

—

Managrment  decizions in companics the PMF was thelr best wa

made in a differcor way

But that Gn't trae for swarebody
You can tnke the econsmic fart of The
AES, dn the narrow sense. by itgell’, and
58Y- it & programme which could have
heen  implemonied v the podgrcwar
British imperiadist aiate — and you'd he
cerrect The Treasury zould’ be Cunvert-
ad toodoan AES gl Iy itself weichou
CONENILING AnYone #le, They could e
import . coatrela . and lcrease  sublic
expenditure, and that could be called-an
AES,

But- 1 don't think that that's what it’s
wbout, Whal was impelling the Left in
the Labaur Parly at that time wis s
abp stewnrds’ movement. A wide group
of people who are adé o CEFLIIN Ianages-
1al level in society Teif themselves ciogm-
tecely alienated from lop mmanagemant
and Whitehall, They wanted to beenk jn
anil saw that the whale thing eondd be
done quite diffarently,

Whitehall could have done an 4E%:
they didn'| Precisely becowse fhey wars
Unaccountable. If you're in 1 cosye club
with top hureaucrats aod top fnduscria?
ists in the United States and Biussaiz
dod Frence and Japan gad so on, why
bother to do @0 AES 54 Your hone
putch?

Whierese i the pracess of ENVIERment
Wils geniinelr accountalie o PEGDS in
Britsin, prosumably  the AOvECOOLENL
would not be sa casual abouy dropaing 2
few tems of thowswnds of Jobd lere or
lopping o few hillion geunds there. And
wr woulde'l biuve negotisted with tha
IMF in the same way

When the government tun uul of
money m 197G, the whals thring way
bandled by the Governor of the Bonk of
Evngland. There was a Treawsurr man in
the IMF misston whio wis cpEing them
on toodo us in You'd shisk they were
20 the olher-sde. mos of the Lo
peophe in Britain,

MT: Porhaps they are,

FOU Yer, dndeed. Whereas if it had hesn
&0 open, accountahle  Labons Hritpin,
the IMF would Have had e came and
negotiste with all the shop srewnrds'
vommittess, and they woualdn't hava gat
off 5o lightly,

Why should we have conceded ta the
IME i ull? We didn®l need thesr Moy,
We could buve closed the foreign ox-
change markets und put on import con-
trols ingtead

BE, Wasn't itactoplly more the fasi
that the moless of Britain desided that

a

¥ of imposiog
disciplioe that they wanged in Lmgnss
inyway. — and making i wATCAl us 8n
external inpasition

FC. Exactly. That's freciiely why ke
AES couldin’t work withaui fundarnsn-
tal changes in the powst situcturs, That
3 Wty accountability s a precondition
foran AEY,

BE. Doovou see the AES 58 belog dssoc-
iated with an identifiglde secLion of the
Lubour Pyroe?

ELC. Xee, But | see it az anmething on s
Wiy oul, It would Tiove been an ileal
rolicy Tor the "60s The shop stewnrds
were all ready to press for it everything
wag catching fise, wnd internalionally i
woulde’t hove heen difficult to handls
= We weren’t in the Commaon Market,
drel ather sounfrizss were lesling sn
Proepernns that ther  wouldn’t hive
minded nuich about Britsin

In the “708; as: desperate losc eifart,
it might aliost bave boes vighle B
noaw I Teel chat ity cinee is largaly passed
It's 56l & pood fdea, hul the ddreum-
stances aten’t there to do'ir, Tha groaps
i Britich society that need o have the
coifidence fo demand it bavent ol the
vonfidence ~ and for Eood pifeclive
PCAROAE. Yo cin 't ek peet shop stewards
o he vonfident wien thev e in s wealk
rgaining position, And Briczls i i an
incredibly  wesk DAIEAInIng  poaition
intermutionally

BE. ['think thai parts of the AES proh
ahly dare going 1o sarvive, bul in differ
ent bands,

The version you gave entlicr al Tila-
Cive national sconomic selfaulficiency
WHE Bconooue natlonalism with a socisl-
ist, Buman fave. hecpise You pul yous
cmphazis an divountability and deise-
cracy and- control, and the feed fiar
smzll wnits in order for that to be a
reality. Also, wvou put ¥oul emplisi
somewhat on national sxll-mutficiancy
83 agdinat the dominant power of the
world econaimy , which i3 (he United
States,,

FC. Wo: ag againat an alarcitic fofer-
national gysiem.

BE Well, el sme make two COMinEnts.
Firgi of all. in the Uiited Stites won
hawe a labour movament whicl is adwoe
ntinE samething extremely smilar 1o the
mora profeclionist aspects of the AE%
Bul secondly, there is-3 differsnon be
tweagn how Brivish proteciionism might

e

We looked at by Americang und o
54y, e warkers of Hong Ko, or other
cauntries  whass  fmparis are Ouf-
cempeling Brivish production -ai the
Prsandt time .,

F, | wich i were trge. that it oaere
mamly Hong Koog and Third Wirid
Imports, us opposed to Wegd Eurepean.

Imporis from cthe Third World are
mdgmive iy a very few product argas in
which they have made 5 pradtically
zlgaf sweep bt ke bugisess that
they lave tuken awny frean  Hrliigh
uidustry in fotal iz much fess chan whar
West Europeans have taken HWEY,

One of the ndvanlages thar we claim
for protection is that it coald he [FETS|
for menaging frade accordiog fo gocial-
51 principles, which mighi wel] inelhade
Ying that we should mive wmme priozity
Nl impalt quota schems to very
PoOr colniies,

HE. ¥You muoke verious comments 1 kot
the prorectionist aspect whish relate [t
to some kind of socinlist gl But the
point f=- thar s fact Protectionism i
being taken up, hoth inside and ollsides
the labonr Blovement, in vary reacHon-
Ar¥ocwmye, Beagan's steel quokss: for
axample

Fr: Bus is i entirzly rendtonnry for
Americun workers to wanr a it of pro-
tectiont. | would prefar well-rrpanised
geoeral  schanses of protection with
propar crileria and proper negotistion
Bur fs it entiraly reagtanary

BS:IH's ot ut all teactiomary for Ameri-
2 workers to want thiaig dcbs protect
edd, Import controls are the one TOUbe to
do it that (hey're presanted with, Bol
there are other routes for wlhizh their
lvaders sren' prepared fo Figh

Fii. Thair hosses mipht riot even be abte
to deliver on the other roufes. The
world market is difficuli for evaryrhady,

HE Bul my argument is that soims of
the ollier wavs to fight For their jobs
would involve the elimination of the
bosses, or at legst & severs teduction in
Lheir power,

FC It's not clear thar that wonld help
them - much withont import contrals,
Worker-owned enta Prisss may go hroke
as easly as nfhers,

MT, You say In wour dreicle i New
Sovialist that §f creryipoedy. took o 1 3%
“ut in wages, all the unemiploved o
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Buppose that instesd of taloeng 159
off everybody, the ko v
took all large indusirss ouf of the hands
ol the presend owness and put them
under wotitery' Danagessend, ond emen
tially sliminated the wealihy clawes
You could get your |15% of national
méome from thai .

FC. What constitutes the wealihy class.
e I it was moetly eastly sationalizabie
witalih in Britain, if most of the profi
Now was coming from Bribah indusiries,
that would be guite a good argumeni

Bul all the evidence i that there k=
pructically no profit being made in pro-
duction in Britain_ And it's not going (o
he so easy (o nalionslise alf the highly
profitable dssets that the wealthy: clas
i oown around the world

MT: I'm not at all sure it"s politically
possible oo do such a thing in Britals o
isalation from the rest of Europe. Bul
suppose the lnbour movemant were ina
position to doif

« [If it was jast. Brite:n, we would he
soveroly restricied by inlernstional pres

vou could carey out, And vou

cold get hold of the income of the
woallhy cuasses, whach is o log mors than
what appears at the end of the dav ms
profit

Hut the AES deesn™ talk ahowt nny
il that sort of thing st el

Also, an terms of accountability and
the political sysiem, it dossn't talk
aboul any radical transtormation of the
state machine — not even as much as
electing fop civil servanis, let alone
completely  restreciuring  (he  whole
apparaius,

FC; If vou wish that there were betrer
worked-out radical idess beiag cobherant
Iy argued for by the Laboor Party on
Income  distribution, wenlth distribu-
tion, and reforms dn the sysiem ol
gorernmant; then I'm absolutely with
el

Wi warked with some other peopls
bo do g hook a Tew years apo callad
Maniferfa, and one of the things we
suggested there was an upper [ncome
ceilimg. 1t was wery modest — we
sugpested o L2800 ceiling about three
years ago — bt | realised (bal wirtually
cvorvhody who has infTuence within the
ayslem practically everybody whio
uppreats on eelevision, for example — is
above that limit. %o where are we poing
to look for the spokedpenple ro advoc-
ate such & ceilling?

But [ seifl think chat is's ey o
ant {0 bhave some ides of the way that
perlicicnl action could one day translace
iteelf into workable programmes_ [ think
that's the podat of the AES.

MT. But i’ not ar all clear to pie tlai
it"s any more workihle (han the more
radical policies 1 just mentioned, Why
ite planning aprecsmenis more workasbie
thun public: ewnership and workess'
control?

wEmlmm measares ol

FC Planning sgreements are more radi-
cal than public ownesship because you
can  have planning agresments with
publicly-owned bodies.

Hu.umu.[ agreemenis afe pposed to
be abouil joimt control by workets ani
poveramen!, nepalinlieg with manage-
EvEnt.

MT: Look af Chrysler. The mapagement
gt Chrysier weren't clearad ouwl and
replaced by represeniatives ol the work-
.,

FC. Ma. And they haven'i been in
nationalised mdustries, | wish they had,
But they don't get clesred out. Why?
You have to come back to the inachin-
ory of government, the nofure ol the
povernmenl process — its not acconnt-
ghle

1 don't think amyome would disgres
with the objeciive, It how you get
thers. 1% not necessarily easier to star
by seeeping out all the top managers.

MT. I the Labour government in 1974

Plioro: Chrii Sofpwars
bad staried off by sacking all the top
A LagRis. b tbe Benicot Englind and

. ncing them by people who were
glecoed Fad accouniahla,

FC: i they’d. even had = minisier
reapana e for the Bank of England, |

Bul it seemns to me yiou'rE 2sEUming
that the powsr on the other side is
passive, It asn™t The Bank of Englond,
the Trensury, the 1op meanasgeniedl of
industiy, represent mobils apd dynapmic
power which the labour movement is
desperately trying £o contend with, Sav
ing thar we should sweep them sl Dt
af the way is |ust saving that we wish
the problem was solved,

The problem i3 precisely how o
contend. with this  active, moble and
dynamic power. Taking i head on s
like: driving ¥our car inlo a brick wall,
The resalt would be a crash. Yoo'se
gol Lo somehow winkle them ont.

BS: How vou doil is to hawve 3 mase
movEmenl  committed to it oasd
strongly enthustastic. .

F': But it's got to work for people on
the way, or otherwise they won'| be
enthusiastic,

B5. The movement bas goi to have 2
programme  which people wn see s
raaily clianging their livex, Bur I'm not
sure that anyone  sees the AES as
changing their lives, .

FC: When | was st the Depériment nd
Indugiey with Tony Benn, rthere was a
group of people who rzaily foughs forc
workers® contral, They really halieved 4
wonld chanpe their lives, They maide
incredibly lowgl srougsles to get amall
bits of workers’ comral, Bul 1 don™
think you'd pet many peaple to Vight
fur that now, Becanse the expertonce
was very ditappointne. I's so dillicul
1o make a suceess ol workers® contral in
L present seonomie enviGsaaLeIEL.

That’s why wou oneed sisions ke fhe
AES You tan™t dust say  workers!
controd and naclonalisation. I0°s a whole
question of socizl ralionalily

MT. But that's an argument for saying
that the vision youo put forward must’ be
3 penuinely radical one. The AES ia
caentially albwoul manoging  a svstem
where the institutiona we¢ pow Lave
still remain, and managing it jointhy
through putting pressures oo the people
who have powet at the moment,

FC. But the whole ides of the AES was
that it had dimensions of fairly rapld
and drastic chanpges i accountability
boch in govearmment and in indastry

Thers was the hope at chot stage,
wihich [ think has faded fow, of a rather
wide coalithon of peopls who would
think it wae really worth fighting for

In the end. you see this idea of
swoeping oist oll the managers is wrong.
There's a difference  betwesn the socisl
forms and the people, They're people
log, and they embody o farps part of
our collecrive knowledge and skills Yaou
want -3 philedopbhy of change in the
structdre which enough people think i
worth fighting far,

Ia the and, some people are gatng to
have to descrt theds own oliss pereep
s - people have got to be prepared
fo give up one serof structures and fight
for another ane

Wlal would it really be lke 1o
chimnis the machiney of govermment in
A drasth: way! How would you do Qt?

| think as vou opsned  Epovarmment
deparimenis - up  asd  omade  them
acoounizlde, you'd hive (o hove organis-

od eafroining of civil servants, and you'd
hinve to have consolianl psychiairists (o
help goame of them over it You'd have
lo ger u kit corefully .

Tou'd have (o sack one or two of
them, but wou don’t want a punitive
altitucle lowards individuals,

It's about changing the sirdoiures

UT. Faollowing on Frosm that, [ osanl o
ask a4 oguestion abont the theorechzal
ideas in your boak [ 'Macreecoacmics’l,

[l ook very much Tollows the
traditional method of academic econa-
mics —fron constinct. a8 series af egua-
tions; and lhen yoo put in. from oat-
side, o series of nssumptions about bow
the scopomic agents belhave.

I gecins o e thal such 2 methaod
ingvitahily mesne that economic theory
does not contaln amy critique of the
soclal syatem, Every problem must be
seen as coming Prom the behaviouwial
pararneders; becavse they sre the only
thimg thar comes in from oolside tooa
aystem of tantolopies.

Fo& o The ook is very, very porrowe, [t's
aime<l al @ parlticular mamow setoof
problems. And [ agree with you, @t's a
probien with academic sconomics thar
il lenids Lo be much too narTow

B5. The book has ot oa big rifle.
Lhosugl, .

Fi: Mavbe the vite can be nulted. But
it's frue that what we do heve 18 much
Lot harrow

We  are - constrained  we gre very
perniciously constrained by the instite-
tions. For cxample. this is called a Fac-
ulty of Feonomics and Politics. But we
aan't do what [ think of a3 conlenpor-
&0y datory.

il | would delend the book nezl-
lectually as being a waeful enterpriss in
itseld, 11§ tnporlant Lo clear up some of
the muddle even though whet you've
said is true. -

'z ala hloady diflicull. I sometirnes
feel like giving ap economics betause
it's o difficult.

B Fapree,
Fi'. That's weiy 1 Peek there is something
to this ddes of breaking down the worid

1o smalier uodls.,,

MT. Tomake it enagier for ecunomisty to
nibdersiand’!

FC. For humanity. sot juer for ecomig:
mists We've mode the planet so fnered-
ibly difficult “to organise. When wou
hawe explojatior, by salélfile. st the
apposite siie of the globe throwph apch
checure matitutions &35 Lthe inlernational”
monelary s¥stem, ne wonder  poogle
can’'s cope,

Al least in the Middle Ages rhe
feudal  system  had  thes merl
crploltation  was  directly  visible,
hecuuse il was anon village hasis. And
now it's 80 impenet s bl

[ went with Joan Hobinsen be Braxil
about threee or four Yeurs ago, and the
students in Brazil were on abowut multd-
national ¢apital and how it's & mechan-
ism  wherchby people in  Britzin are
exploiting peaple in Brazil, Bur moss of
the people in Britain can't tell thes'se
exploiting workers In Brazil. To meit's
better to sy that 3% o system which Iz
explaiting most of the people e
wiorkers in  Britain are exploited by
multinational capitaiiam, too,

MT You say your book 15 about
maney, Marx wrotc 4 ot s5oul money,
too. But he stacied off by analysineg the
condilions under which meney comes
into exislencs, and examining the whaole
oAl of money - wiherens tom read-
ing ¥our book you could not dnaEine
that dpvthung other than a monsey eep-
Ooiny was giasihle,

You [nd an eguation, and one lérom
in It i3 mones s just an equation, nio-
Lking idenlogicaliy loadead ahnot it

I dor’t think you fan rake chal us
dust g par of econootlde and Lhen Bave
romabody  elsr slud¥img st rorions.
That's. the traditional avadoemic oeth-
od. People sy, “We're Lk B O TMASTS,
0Of wourse, there mav. -he-all sarts of
moaral  questions  and  lhetiibionud
questions, bul that®s endiology ..,

FC  But in this departoent we'se got
pooncimigts  sladying  insditutions,. and
aEonnmists shiiying mac:rc--thcnf}'_.
and scopomists macro o siatislics,  all
warking topeiber ..,

MT “Bul {sn't thers an ldeslogcal
bing in the very divisicn?

F Of course theres—an <denlogical
kiga, We live in & snciely. whers jden-
lngy s wery, ‘very strong. To oms,
really rthe problem of @ sockalizm s
tdeolopieal bdas,

For —example, the unthinking bias
in favour of protic, which 15 absolate-
v umiversal bt the lohowr movement.
Every shop steward thinks it’s sruclal-
Iy important for his own factary io
make a profic,

There are a sol of hiases in unders
atanding the ecomomy which make
planning  mors or lgs  lmpossibie.
The ootion of & Fair price is an inoréd-
ihie  impediment 1o apy notion  of
rlaoming. because you can't abier the
markar it vou san't alter the price,

These are very desp problems, and
we ought to work 4l them If we had
i wellorganised intelecrual infrastewe-
ture io-oue society, that's what intel-
lectuals showld be paid to do — v e
pet ug out of all these traps and biases.

But  inrellecius]l specinlimtion s
pusled further and ferther all the 1une.
Hardly unyhody even doei macrosco-
nomize teday. They do bics of macro-
cpononies, We're brying to sull ‘certais
things together again,

ES, Keyne: wrote books aboul macro-
econamics, and then at the engd of rach
book he would write a chapter on aockl
philosophy,  That's  zomerhing whickh
maodern ecnnamics has completely Lost,

Fi  Pre-war, Britlsh economics’ wis a
el nicer, moreintepraied discusson
thun 15 permitfed todey. It was a local
citlture, I’z partly the incecnationulis-
bon ol asonomics: which: has made
things very ditficulr,

Keynes has hean reploced pretty well
codnplataly in the scademle waorld by
this - barribls Adoercan mathematicised
sochoiica, and we're frring to find a
way ol Fghting back.

L ia————
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Science

Colombia warning

By Les Hearn

sopwithstandhg my epmclusiomms
10 Lnwg jesise s artlele on vhe Tol
frnbinn volenns . Ao SeSTm
et there wore a ol more watT-
ings ovalinble of the cmmmg
catasimophe anl the fonm i wes
fikely oo bake. | am indebred o
Mew Soteniia foe o mosd Inform-
ive sorvey oof  these  war:
inga .

The Mevada del Buin voleano
b reEsamisd sorne small porivity
g wear ago wilh local carth-
quakes. In December 1984 these
gained force and in Jamusacy
VOSCIENAC [HsEs an CECARIng.
By Pebrumry 1965, the crofor
Inke had been tumed by these
gases ke a hath of concentrated
sulphuric ackd. In July, the
glecier around the summil S1ar-
teed mediing and 8 vellow sul-
phurons clood formed above the
wolcano.

O Sepiemnber 11 & small
erapiion threw ash o the ar
and triggered & muad Thoe: doracn: &
vlllq in & nﬂghlly different

Armsto.  This
nmdﬂuﬂ'tmﬂﬂim 27 kiko-
metres af spoeds of 1030 kile-
mgrm Er howr,  reaching

_Same of the
mhﬂmknm
An international team of geol-
ogases rished to Nevado del Bz
piter this ermption. They planted
five seismometers oound  the
walcano and these instruments
hegan detecting frequent. small
enrthguakes and alse vibrnnons
typical of mugma (molten lava)
moving  abeos.
in early October, a UN vulcan-
slogist  recommamenided o the
Calomblan government  thod
“prudent ™ precautions shoukd
be taken 1o prepare for a bigger
cruption amd the moniiorng
should incrense
ite Colombian govermment s
respuonise wis deseribed a5 " oot
yery slyig . dhese was 2 lack of

“'perocpfion as W ihe el

danger'’,
'!‘-imnw'ﬁﬁ':. ey ]
_1.|.. Chamignes. - & fver &

swaber levels. sometimes
guite mtense, ovcirred hroegh-

Workers' unity in Ireland

From page 7

workers wirk these things oor?
After all there & good reason
to be perplexed, and  reason
to fear that Troops Owt is the
roipll #0 @ bloodbath apd the
repartition of Irelamd,

How? | sax, by redson amd
wrgument. You =ay, by sccept-
ing the issue ox podod now bs
the militamt nationalists and
b demand Troops Dot Mow®,
with no narsense or peecrasting-
tien and no talk of o programme
ul bier Lhan foc how to withdraw,

This 1s meraphysbes for asoth-
er repmon, For how s Csell-
derermination” amd Troops (hn
going. to be realised? By &
sudden Betish pull-oar with o
political  seftlepment? T'm not
entirely sure thad Conor Cruise
('Beicn's - 'malign scemaria” is
ruled out, bt it 15 far from like-
T in the Boresesabbe futune.

Serious

Ary serous lalk of  British
withdrawal is necessasily tall of
Brirain negatiating il wiay oul,
wiranging foe a replacement for
the siabe power which Brirain
now sastains. o will he a neg:
ofated pull-owt,

This is the Sinn Fein verslon
of ‘Troops Chat”, and the only
pme that does oot raise the spec-
tre of Troops Out meanthy an
imendtahle blsody civil war, lend-
ing to repartiticn, Why should
the Jefi and the labsur maove:

menl Em.ﬁ.l‘l-l:rl itscIIT ﬂlill'.l The:
hrase=-mangering rolc n
E|':|'l3l:||:li Ot and mer discuiss Baﬁns

ol Sepiemiber. On Oclober 3,

ash fell on Mankeabes, 10 the
wirwt of Meveds del Rurw. The
prologises considercd e shap

of the volcano amd Hs valleys ol
phsis thee bistory of ifs lasi mugoe
eruption lo by G0 caleulaie the
pEential micome of & Tnapr
ETUpCian

In 1595, massve mmd o
had spod down the north-eesi
erm flank of the volcans info
three  mvems, | inclading  ihe
Lagrsniltn on winch Armiero was
ginnted. A smaller eruption i
1845 hnd plse featured a mod
flaw wiith s loss of Tife,

The geolopisis predictod &
twadhirtds  possibility 1hal a3
similar mud flow, nmgle op of
meited snow and iee, loose vol-
canmic. soil pnd  defris  oould
sween down the vallevs again.
And that = whit haggpened - ol
ahr-:-un-:l mibdnight on 1.3 Mevem

+

Though the eruption ws nol
particularly massive, i was
entugh tomel the glacer at the
peak. Wabr nmhed  down
iillies and canvons, collapsing
the logse wolcanic topsod and
reaching 100kikmecres an hour,

The toerents collected i the
upper | reaches. of - the  Hiver
Lagurilla, bullding wp pressure
within its numow banks so-that
wiven it cmerged onio mose open
ground  some 300 kilpmeires
furiheron, it was travelling at S
Elnmeires an hour straight for
Armern,

A map showing the danpeers
was dralted by mid-October bt
wits ol clrculated to Cokomibian
ministers ontil & Meveniber, The
bmipact of this report ks showi by
the fact thar when g small erup-
rion gcenrred on te dey of the
mAin.  eruplion, Eovernment
officiats repsstred the mEuds-
fantys ol Arreto

The danger s nil over yei, B
pnmglied e on the sorth-soes -
ern flank were aficted by a =
craphon, 3 amder msd  fes
conld musies e omn ol

Ber Il Chnstopher Joyce an
Jetemy Legpett.

I.IDdTE dchm:rm. irsclf of any
pugs rule in shaping a poli-
then] setibement? | makes no
HETISE.

The "Traops Ot anid no chat-
er’ line amoants o g self-
denving orclinance {or The lell in
treing o expiamn aml argoe s
cpge. This moy red mAmer teo
much it o confine soursclf foa
"ooqesiblvency ' prodlspoeed
fowvprds . oy by adiihsdes on
Micarngua, Cuba, efc — people
wiho might indeed woll be losi
by  havimg the Bsues  amd
arguments teaesd oat in o way
thai woald make e Thind
World  porallels  difficult o
SLEETAIN,

I worded carcfully whar |
wreke ahomt the ““tfeebleness™ of
the Troops Our corrent, ““Even
atter . @ mosable  dccvssion  of
arrerigeh im the fasi theee or four
years, the Troops O currend
afill pounds for Tl in our move
ment™",

Lienft Bell replies by claiming
victorics on the juryless courts,
stripscarching. the Preveation
ul’ Termorism Act, aml [Laboar's
weirnrtment toon untted Ineland,

Counterposed

Fven if you accept e claim
thaer the Troops it cument. woi
all thosc victories, the facl re-
mains st all these ﬁtimﬁ
== and especially o un -
land — are counterpased by the
leadership o Troops Outl

I is true Hual (eoc is o ot of
suppart for Troops Chd i the
constituency Laboar Pary lefl.
and there is alse a lat of passive
support for Trosps Ol in the

Paul Whetton's diar

uble standards!

BAL H SmppeitLl of
Wetve had oan dil-
Bul T iecogmes Lhey

I wm
ihicant
AT RCCE.
ure memhers who have very

deeply beld comwctions and
Nave over Phe years campaigi-
el pieclessly on behalf of Uhe
Lab<iur Party.

To wee them altacked as
thev have heen by Rimnock
ix. | think, disgracetul.

I was selling rallte Lickota
for the Labhour Parmy in Lhe
welfage, e man  Goughl
some Ul was most veliement
ahout saying he objscted Lo
being culled o rmagpot:

He i piot & Militont sup-
varler, be 1 nol ¢VEn A mem
ter- of the Lahour Party, e
e biked the referemca That e
ia nne ol lhese whom. Kin-
mock Tobels as a mapEat.

What Neil Kmnmnock i= sav
I i8 that Milizanl supporters
nre oulside the comstifution
and outiide the riles of the
Labour Purty  Bur a8 o those
aeonle in the Noitingham-
shire coalficld who are mem-
bers of the UDM, he has said
that even though the Labdur
Pasty  can't  mecogniss  the
LBM as a union those peopls

NCB is baulking us

The UDM have not goi the
support  Lhal  they clearly
wanted. The figure of 50000
members was quonsd by Coal
Board officisls, But they're
poing 1o simugele foowel hall
Lfnat

Wembers are still coming
aver oo s, And once we have
recognition im this-area, 'm
wfe we're pedng to be able o
recroil more and obofe mem-
bers

There's ahonar 70400 M0
mrémberg (o the Notis conl
feld, In Bevercsies we'se mol
281, hut there are sl doime
mors toonuellin

Weve managed to gel the
fiest Bewercotcs NOEM pit bl
letim ouil, and we'rs ready tor
producing the second; Bt it
with great dillkcilly

We've been told that onder
RO  CUCUmpiInTel  GPE WE
sllcamed 13 s molsoeEs ey, ks
Ersbuans blsruiare, o, ol

. The UDM un) resily
£ Liding at pat lewval. b
s the MUB Llial’s BadlEos

i

Brilish population fover 50%),
Vet the Tnwps Dut curoont still
fas very lietle dont oubsiche [
comprechensively left-wmmg sec-
tiones of the CLPs. You admit
ihae W cnmms Foe lictle in the
i,

Miore i5 inwedved thas auin-
Bees. The Troops Chat currend
i% |_'.¢{i|:i,m|ly feshle. W 15 4 cur:
rent Ll cannor  answer - its
appanents poditically and at the
conference dad ol seriowsly
.

Scare

Abea, | think thal Ceoff Bell is
kiddding himseil if he thinks Lhat
the solid Treops Ot supran
pin  be  wlentified with  the
murer of vores thal Troops Ouwt
af o et oot oonsdiliency
(A, WL these whee conmnol
answer the arguneints of oar
oppasienss  on the  HHoodbatl
gpestion ansd on Troops Chat nol
leading 1 o united leeland
stand up under pressuee of &
seros civil war scare” Passing
a resohution refllecting conven-
fional loft wisdam at the ward
ar GO is one thing — stickin
to it o face of the harsh real-
ities thinl tay anfold in Mocthem
Ireland is something etse, and
% 15 being nble Lo g oul and
Argue atsd camipaigm n e rade
uniuns for it

Far exunple, given the wide
Fam\n: supmerl {of Troops: ot

the population, why ape 1he
ponsfilsency  [abour Parly
Troops Chii fofces unable fo
win the unimms® The Troops
(il ciwreont s a ol higger than
it i, and | don’t neglecl Eo

128

Ih: MRS offer of money
ter Jack Jomes il he would
bring 1he Leicestershice min-
ers into the LUDOM shows that
gangsterism is beipg introdoe-
ed iato Britsh trade unzon
affaics, 1% corruption, hrib-
ey, it's brow-heating, intimi-
dation, i's evervihing that is
diggrocelul abour the Amen-
sary way ol creying oo,

It se=ms to mé thet Moz

Gregor  has sxporled Chose
things direcily "into our -
L

' nol sarprised at the
damutd being raimed [or the
pishiication af  the  detoiled
voilng  ligures n Soaith
Mechyshire. Ther: weie ong
ar B ruised eyehroves in oo
VW] ATER

Thome fipuies should he
produced and the members
sl Bave o look af them
e deny the memben 3 ook
sl thowe [Enres suggesis To

(me that they heve gol sbme
it hid

e 6. =

record  Chat. Bul B centaios
fuehle,

The: argument that we have no
right but to support  those in
strigele In Tretand is nol only
widespread bul alsa o very o0l
argument, | have ditficnlty tpk-
ing it seriously  becanse |
crooantered ond opposed It as
far back as August 1908, whei il
W I.'IH-L'I'J AL T RN G
miesi  Hrtish  escialiciy ol
ing for Troops Qur!

When the British troopy were
pul on the siresls mo Aogoes
1969, Cathalics in Belfast ancd
Dorry weloomed them. Socialists
and Bepublicans in  Nosthern
brefandl dligt nol call Goe thetr
withslrieend, arul LTI

icTtly wecdcomed them,

1 et roveluflonary soc-
ilisd groug in Beltain dropped
its previonsly - produinent cidl for
Brifish withdeawal amd poleniic-
medl in Socialist Wocker  and
elsewhere against fhose of us
who refused to give de facto
R o the deplovment of
British iroops. And oas one of
their micst “clinching” arguments
they nsed che facr that noither
our sockalisl co-thinkers in the
Six Counties e even the Bep-
ubbicans vere calling fur Troops
Chut,

You will agree, of oourse,
thil they wene wrong. Bar logie-
itlly, Creadt, vou slowddi't agree.
Far if it is a principle  oow
fur ws that we have no option
Lvial L gﬁ“ long with the Moeth-
ern brefand beft and  Repobli-
eiris, then the same Ian‘q:l]E
must have been in operabion
then, cvcar though it led to dig-
medtically opgosiie conclusions!

ghiould still ke able Lo carry

eslivid g L bt lfarty
cards
Oine, it pol-on becsuse

we won't allow (. Pwo, the
constitution and the rdled of
the Latdur Party clearty slate
that members shall belong 1o

an approgriace  bona  Fide
Erade Wabon, T
Wow. Kigoook- i= culling

people in Liverpool magaots,
bul he is prepored fo sceepl
stubs and blacklegs, That s
no way to lead the Labd
Parry towmards vicooly,

Iheae who o hase tucnsd
ot to he tezacherons towards
their crarm usion 40e not to b
[TUELed

Kinmock can’t use dooble
shumidords. He can't have i
hoth ways,

Pivara- MWrdirning Siar

S T

Labouwr  Torty  mémbens
throughonr the “leopth  dnd
bzzadih of the countty haw
gl o remlise that 1his & an
mitack on people who have
sincerely-heid  wiews  within
the Laboar farty. Il S an
allgnpl Lo drive the. party 1o
tree right, anil un artempl to
drive 3 wedge hetwesn us.

1 hope the  rrolutons
condemning Kinnock's astion
arg JTorthcoming, and 1 hops
Rinnock will e held account
ihle to the party and e nat-
innal conference,

The lRquiry into Livespool
Listrict Labour Pany is like
apking o hanping  jucdge (o
bicdd am uppeal. The MNatbonal
Executive  Commirtes pre-
judped the whals ssue when
I]'I.I'.":r' &l i up

o ; 7
L.
W

Forgemasters

By Ray Ferris

Aronasd 0 workers atthe Atlas
site of Sheffield Forgemasters
have now - heen on indefnice
strike Tor ower seven weelks,

The catalyst for the dispuie
wik ihe baswe principle of trade
upion  recagniton.  With  the
advent of @ new Molmegor-vps
maiages the full ime unien con-
verar was locked out, and made
refurtant,

Agpecments  sech  as juine
wiorrls hicalth-and safery were
terminstes] withmie neEgbiaiion.
and thers was a relos: ﬁu roCog-
nise cdecied shop stewards.

Hirwewer thire have been pro-
hlems, A few weeks into the
steiko,  mAss  mcotings  wore
(empeearily as it luroed o)
nhandoned pnd  there was o
serians profblem of getfing infor-
ntathon 1o sirikers.

Fir, fur woese Bowever was
the withdrnwal of official ISTC
suppon for the siike atter fiee
weeks wind an  sicwdion o
refurn do werk, having  gained
abgoduiely  nothing. A mass
meeting of siikers votod over-
whedmingly to stay ool regand-
fess, nnd some ISTL members
considered joining a unien more
wnlerestedl in defending  theie
living  =daniddards.  Faced  with
sitch - mikitamig iwx\iriun. anl

coanring  those  membership
Torims; the ISTC backed down:

Huwever,  encouraged - by
alficial 570 'mibitency””, man-
agement have  threatcned o
sack all workers who were gl
out on strike o Decesnber I,
Another  mass moetiog was
called ar the lst, and another
oyverwhelming  wote was . casl,
Serike action is to be spread 1o
otlser sites if anyame |5 disamiss
sestd, with no peturm uniil they e
reimstabed.

i is vial oo improse the
organisational structure of the
dispete., Achion shoald be eseal-
need pnd spread foroao quick
settlement, Boney, focd amd
information must be  distribo-
ted effecfvely and muass meet-
1':1%5 mgst not be wsed only 85 &
defence  againat  stepped -wp
atlacks — by mahagement oc by
{racle umon «fficials — on the
strikers,  There shoald  be
encoaragement of rank and ﬂ:
inifigtives and moves  fo
inofe wonel fovolved in
puiting ihe duql-u:z in 3 slnfilg
vedn b the miners' sinike

For more infoemation. apﬂt
crs, messages of sopport and
donarions, comtact the dupaobe
cenlie at AUEW Hoose, Far-
nival  Gate,  Sheffield, - Td:
0740 M}, Cheques payabbe to
Farpemasters Dispate Fund.
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Mlilizans runs Liverpon as though the
Tendency were a criminal brotherhood
and Liverponl 1930k Chicage. They wse
political vilence and the threat of it
onal coffuption o thesr »
Thils ks the of Militant in I.EE—
Pl presented m the press. Thase who
make these  dlegetions - sgainst the.
beaders of the Liverposl Labogr Parfy
mow have the gurhonty of Labow® Lead-
#r Ned Kinnock to back thent up.

Theis image bas, 1gbe sure, been fed
by events In Livespied. Allegaiions ase
;‘Hhmtuﬂ.rn;: Counctl’s eoptral

narTnage — | proaradion, perks
— % been wsed openly to reward
Mflitant s supporters and 1o intimidate
of - pamish its  opponenis.  Couwncil
“"Depury” Leader Derek Hatton seems
deliberatcly 10 go ot of s way to
ooiart publicity which porirays im as a
Flask Harry fly boy: be allows the
widely circulated poblication  Privage

o report with fmpopity detailed
i that he is personally coe-

In face of charges such as thase now
bBeing circulaied against the leaders of
Liverpool's District Labowr Party. amd
Counail, wociatists wosld  normally
argue that the correct thing to de wonld

Editorial

be toset up an | | tabowr move.
ment inguipeewhiich could establish
wiat il are.

But“ Neil Kinnock's Labour Party

AMECendorsed inguiry info Liverpoo]

Lounctl will nor be such an impartial
puiry amad it will mot clear the air in
the Liverpood [sbour movemsnt. It is an
m::trfr'_-' imto the Uverpool  Disorict
Laboir Party and fnio Militanr which
runs it. which will be conducted by the
sl batter enemies of cverything Mili-
tanl starais for, It is an nguiny initin-
ted, ser up and siaffed by pecple who
chose the very tinse when the Tocies
wiore battering down the  resistance
the Lverpool [abour movermens +
mrint a viviopsly divisive and destroc
tive campaign of depuncietion ngaing
the embarihed Liverpon] Cowncl

Weight

Kinnock threw all the wiight |
could muster info the scales — on e

Tor the brenthraking inephitnde of fhe
Militant  council leaders  was

added the open ircachery of the
natiomal Labour leaders, though Mili-
rant’s |neptiude was probably moee
decisive m pndermining  Liverpool 's
fight than was Kinnock's Elmﬂire.

These davs Mell Kinnock ressrees
maost of his considecable stock of allit-
erative veniom For the left of his own
party, Bimmwk acted throughowt the
erisls i Liverpod nccording fo his
beliel that ““The main coeny s -ai
fiome " — i Kis awn gan}-. Ensdesaud 1
helping Lnrerpood fight the Toeles he
chose fo pive unashamed and undis-
guised help to the Torles against {he
cowncl and the labour movemend,

Kinnock hail every right to disagres
with the leadership of Liverpoot Coun-
gl he hind noright o scal on them,

Ihe peclormunce of the  Labour
lendlers, ind §n the fiest place Blnoock.
disgqualife then: as elther imparial
inwestigators ot peoper judges of che
Liverpuoal  Labour Council o of ‘the
Dhisrrice Labwour Fusty, They arc ned Uwe
fair-minded @nd homest  represenis-
tives of the I EIREL, mr 30

aid foyal labour movement
leadershig cufling Militant o acooont
fur ts stewardship in Liverpoal. They
are Militanc's - covenomed  {actomal

opponciils and people who have themn-
setveg — like the most embittered and
blingered ‘sectariins’ — subordinpted
the Interests of the Liverpool labour
movement and working cless to their
awnshartsighted factional and potirtesl
interests, mot serupling even to form an

open polithsal allmnce against Liver-
pod with the Tory povernment.
Lirmited
Just &% Kinmxk's  intervention

kelped the Tories win the recent con-
Irontation the inguicy is meoe than hke-
Iy po help the Libecals swesp inla the
Tooen Hall {n evexl year's eleciions.

Lhne mcasire ol whae Kinnock and
hiz suggerters are abour now s that
teey choose fo investigate mar Lisee-
piad Courscil bt the Tiverpool DHsirct
Party, which they have suspended. If
Bdilitans is guilty of nuisusing The coun-
<it for polifical patronage and: corcugd
levcrag: in the local labowt ricvement
this s reprebensible. bat they are only
doing what the leaders of ihe
E#hbm!uutéwmimm-

not’ supporters of po Stalincs
Trodskvist sect but members of o
carrapt. =eli-seeking mafla — have
mumemorably done. And what other
councils have  dode @nd  do o

Keep up the fundraising!

Thanks this week to the Fal- Romngssndke resders 1

Glaggow readery L12,

lewing, and apologies o Birmingbem: Fim Denhom L3, Manchesier  deinke v L
those (there are some) whose otber resders £7, Hurey Logar Myl Gamble £ 1
gonations have beon missed C1,J Wells £3. G Paxon £ Mtk red iy £ e
frokn this list in the bubbub Durhamc  Tony - Serjeant £40, Priessizv £19, apan2l
of moving — we'll have them Paul Hatheringtan  C36, Gerry Siake Nosth: Phil Bander E5.50.
all in the next issui, SLI'InhETF Li I MoeReady E£5, Jdokn [ckere
Ll
Lendin! B London readers 41,30,
Loeal Group Targei Halsed s lar Lisnla Moulsdale £20. Steve Mac
fsince 22 June) arthuar a0, Péte Gilman 6,50
Lentrel/genoral L5000 L445.00 Lawrence Weleh £ 50, Mike Geay
Aberdesn £ son LU Tany Jakn £1 1500 Jakn
Basingsioke a0 £ 103,00 Hogan E4, Mick O Sullvaa E10
Birmingham 100 £42.00 Lilington  supparfes £0H, Rob
Canterbury L£eq Strinatl £, lobe Lve ©3 Hruce
Cardiff Lah0 £254. 00 Kabimson, £150, Isdimgran peadars
Colchesier £ 103 £23.80 15K, Tim Andepsen L1090, Yianes
Covemiry L350 E1E 00 Hravsien L {0
Durham| North-Enst £200 £83.00 US renter 850 (E33]; Lancs read-
Ginsgow i Edinburgh L340 £51.05 Br Mk Towell) 2
Lezeds Lal
Manchester £ 10 £29% 13
Merseyside £500 £100.00
Nottinghnm £ 1000 £3549 9T Many Iocal groups have
Dxford £40 good fund-raizing (deas wlhich
Shefficld £400 E15 .00 ahould bring in sizeahls sums
Southampion £80 over (he next few weeks,
Stoke North £300 £35:75 In Manchesrer, Daye Bren-
Stoke South £200 £50.00 nan is having n sponsored
York/Horropate L300 L1435.00 baircut, ond two comcades
Ezst London L7680 1325518 are #luo plenning a spotsosred
Naorth London ETGIHD LE20.03 cycle ride from Manchester to
South Londoen LRO0 £415.00 Londaon,
West Londan £500 LEHD .00 The greop has inscliuted
Teal £1% 000 L3 056.15 o system of comrades doma-
(1% ting 10p ewery rime they

Irave u drink.
In London S0 sapporiers

Published by Socialist Oraniser, 20 Muddle Lane, London M8, Printed hy Lsmeridge (T1),

are holding a jumble spic this
comibg Salurday, Tth.

lo Cardif]l, Murtin Barclay
i dueing 8 spoenzorod moun
rain walk, plamning o climb
X beights i the Brecon
Heusons.

Glesgow 50 ligve sl up 8
50 Club®, where penple pui &
vegular  pmowar in o each
month -aod a propoariion
distributed ns 3 prize.

Al romnd ihe codniry,
50 gellors now have eollect-
ing lsoxes fo fake with thepm
wherever thoy =efl the paper,
First evidence is ‘thut the
£1a and 10pxcallecred In i
way could sdd op (o 8 fair
sum, if comrades work al i,

Al these efforts, nnd a
greal denl wnore. are golng to
he necded, There's still a long
way to go om the £15.000
target, and it's imiporeant thai
the tempo ol Fond-raising s
kept up in the next Few
waeks,

Remember: the whola
proces: of the move apd
inaiallation of new eguipmend
bas ta be completed in ihe
nexd month, snd our possib-
ilities of  creditare very
limited,

Loans are useful as well gs
dunations. Send money e 50
at 214 Slekert Couvi. Londun
M1 2RY.

Maarg coos

A i merizi sl paile 2 il irg wlapham

Kinnock's new friend, Ken L
stone, for example, did i with rota’
shimelessncas.

The MEC have cheson o fnvest-
gitle the District Labour Pacty and not
the Council because thelr investigati
is desipned for the specific-and linsited
objective ol carving wp Militant,

And wite did they choose: to investi-
gare it pow? Mo-one even alieges that,
the DLP aperates differently now: fromi
say b vears ogo, There s oo pew
farct. no new cause for comeern, M 7t s
iust that oew Kinnock thinks he has
Milivant oni the mun, and wants 1o put
thiz basist k.

It is ot an investigdion but o wilch-
hurting tribunal. At i thie lefl does
rixt challenge and stop U the witch.
hng will inevicabiy spread.

If there is 10 be an investigation of
Liverpool: Distdier  Labour  Pary it
shoubd b an benest and imparrial
inguiry; nid o facti ‘5l i
E A4l A B
forepone conchusion and which can be

1k more than an emply il b
THrogh i peeparasion el
husiness in hand: the burning of the
heretics,

o= i) Pt i U] L G

Fhaar coal i
|'1.I.|:I % gy

458

Lordon EX. Aegstered us o sewrpaper ot the PO, Signed article dé nat necessaclly reflact tha views of the S04,



